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Fire Coxarese, ¥ TOTEE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | Reporr
2d Seesion. |} { No. 124,

EMANCIPATION OF TOE SLAVES OF REBETA
_To azccmpnoy WU 1L T Ko, 4TE]

Jrwe 17, 1262, —Owdered to be printed.

Mr. NokL, from the comomittes on confiscation aod cmencipation of the
glavee of rebels, reported the Tollowing as

THE VIEWSE OF THE MINORITY.

The wedersipnnd, from Hhe seasd comdnddies itk 1w raferred dhe
Flowse Bl Mo, 479, Jor the emaicipation of the slaves of r-a!lala' 2wkl
instrnctions fo veport o subefhde, being waable fo apeee with e sueiors
ey of Hae oomtedies 46 smpmarting eeed sdiatitute, begs eone o submdE
Hhe Folleuiseg meacridy repart -

The subsbibate trewts slives ap pecsome owing Barvice bo eeriain
pther peteans ; not ae graperty belonging to them, The theory of the
gubetitote ie that there are certain telefions exsbing bhelwesn two
classer of porsons in the Slades, by ¥irtne ol the local [awa thereotf,
T do uel believe chat any powar axiste to repaal, altar, or modify, by
faderal legislation, ench looul laws 8o 99 pormancntly to chunge these
ralatione, By wirtoe of the local Jaws, watnal obligations nre eranbed
or implisd Detwesn the perepis who owe the service and the parsowe
1o whenn the service is doe. It i wot in the power of Cooprees to-
impair the obligatione of thie cxpress or implicd contrwet,  Confiaca-
tion geizes and comdemos progerty o property, Tt does nok chinge
the lepal sbass of pecsoed in o Stata, which legasl statns reaulta from
foosd and not from faderel lawa, Emancipation chunges the status of
pereane from the comdition of shwvery b the condition of Treedow,.
therchy chaoging the logal, political, and social organization. ‘The
qnml.u:-n of war or peace cannot affact the powar of Conproes over
the subject. The exigencies of wur vod with the war,

Trigoncrs may be lakew in wier and held during the war; but when
pence i3 rostored the prisoner must be raleasad and remittad back to-
Tiae wriginal sondition, Why ie this? Ibis because the exigenciew
of war requira his capture in the fiest plece. but do pob reqguire his
detention when the war iy over. Bo the wmilitary authoricy wmay, if
neceausry-[or nilitary pirposes, suspend the right of the master to
the servige of his aslave, but a return of peace removes the necessiby
and the aluve in remitted to his origiosl statws.  IF we freat slaves
aa property, Thave no dogbt of one right o confiacate them aa other
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proparty.  Hat we rannot ignore their chumcter we property, and
than alter chair atatne ae persoes.

The inconsistency in such a proposition is to my mind Loo monifest
for comment.

I object to the substitute, sleo, becamss it involves the pumizhment
of loyal wen. It ia not the loea of slaves aat frec that Ea-aa the in-
jurv. Tt malkeaa but little difference with the loyul mun whether ha ia
to he anhmerged by his own fresd sluves or those of hic peirhbors.
The roin wilk ba wronght upon the loyal und the disloywl, the white
and the black man, by the turning loose in eomimunity of thoese vast
mumbera of ignorant, improvident, vod helplese peopls, withont ca-
pacity tn provide for themeelvea.

I alao ohject to the sobstitate buewuse of the pecuniary rmin which
will fall npon the northern und weslern States if it ia carriad oot
Mothing but the preat ekill with which onr finances have baem oon-
ducted, together with the sclf-sacrificing patriotiem of the panple,
have sustained we threugh the rreatest fnancial trial with which any
nation ever before had to contend. Shall we now rably adept a
policy that will denble our difficaliive in Lbat respect, and donble the
tordens of the people? If thix propoeition besomes o law, it ia fair
to soppras that coe-fowrth of the eloves in the south will he freed.

“I'hie makea one million, at the loweet caloulation.  What ia to be
done with them? Let them sty where sthay are, say egme,

If that ba the policy, then experience haa alraady proven that
each one will cost the poveromoent ub least ifty canta per day for the
next ten vears. DBub put it down to the lowest pomsible point—eay
twenty-five cents per day——te provide for them: this wonid make the

- daily expenss two hundred snd fifty theusand dollars, o ninety mil-
licma two huodred and fifty thowssnd dollara per annom. I ten
venre, with the accruing interest, it would yim up o twelve handred

wtnilliona, on the of our largre war debt, to pay the interast on
which will averdonble our annoal dircet tox,  This vast samn woold,
in my jedgment, be much better applied in providing for cor maimed
and dirablad soldiars and tha widows and orphana of those who have
tfallen in battle.

I ohiect, alao, becanse thie sudden snd wnbatural process of eman-
~ipation wonld put an end for the next twenty years to the produe-
ticm of eottan, sopar, rice, and tobaces in the sonthern Btstea; de-
prive oa of the foreign and domestic commercs of which these arti-
gles eonetitmte the basie, wod cut off from {he west and the north
itheir preat market for their products sod mannfactures. Northern
manutacturers, haviog then to seck morkets in foreign countries,
would have to come down to the low weges sfetems of Enrope. ander
which tha laboring man would be ground te powder by the double
operatinn of low wapee and high taxes, )

My last ubjection 18 that it would prolong the wir, and chenpe it
A0 n war of extermimation, tha crueltica of which, parhapa, on both
-sides, would furnish an excuse for peremptory interference by for-
gign vatipne. I am not wiee encuph to foresce the resnlt of such an
Anterferanca. Wa mey be abla to defy the world in arme, yet it
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secind tu me thot common prudence would wmrzest that nothing bot
the direat neceasity can juetify we in taliing snch riska. Slaverr bf
afowe by the fedeml guvernment, can never arain ba uo elminent of
politieal power in national affaira, If we underiske, in a rash and
unnatural way, te destroy it, end the resalts T have attempted thuos
briefly to describe chould follow, it may become in tha north and tha
west, among the fres Statea wether thun the slave States, a moat
potent element of politicwl power,

The gnuplu rouch potclnsions always by m shord proocess of reason-
ing. If thromgh our rashness mow, w change shoold be wronght in
oor present trinmphunt march of aeceess in patting down this gigautic
rebellion, and untold bordens and sufferings ehonld be bronght upon
them, we may prepare oursclves to give way to a new eat of men,
whose public policy will taore nearly harmonize with the sober scound

g

thonght of the great Amarican mind and tha pulestion of the great
Amaricin haart.
\ JEQ. W. NOELL.




