PHIL 2020 ALG

Tips about finding your way in the
course materials



Affordable Learning Georgia

* Textbook Transformation grants

* Program to decrease or eliminate the high
costs of textbooks in Core classes

o http://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/ab
out/textbook transformation grants



http://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/about/textbook_transformation_grants
http://www.affordablelearninggeorgia.org/about/textbook_transformation_grants

Remember that there are two ways to

access the course material:
1) Links in the Syllabus

115 R
Unit 1 Critical Thinking and Philosophy

In Unit 1, we will learn about the concept of Critical Thinking and practice applying it to evalu;

Objective:
Use the tools and concepts of logic and critical thinking to evaluate and criticize arguments.

Readings and Multimedia

Our reading on Critical Thinking is:
http://philosophy.hku.hk/think/critical/intro.php Creative Commons NonCommercial Share ar

Please note that by Saturday, 1/17 at 11:59pm, you should have completed your first D
how the Blazeview course works.
1/20 T

Continuing the Concepts of Critical Thinking
Qur video on Critical Thinking is:

http://learningcommeons.ubc.ca/student-toolkits-2/thinking-critically/ Creative Commons Ope

Just click
on the
purple
links...



2) Links inside the Blazeview Content

i1+ Log Out

Lv blazeview  prin Logic and Argumentation Section A Spring 2015 CO

¥ Course Home M content | Assessments ¥ | Communicationw | Resourcesw | Library ¥

Content Browser | +

Unit 1 Critical Thinking and Philosophy ~ i1 Print 4§ Settings

H Bookmarks QJ Recently Visited

Add dates and restrictions... v Published -
Instructor Guide and Lesson Planning Table > Add a description...
Syllabus and Tutaring Information 3 m Add Existing Activifes ¥ || & Bulk &dit e
Unit 1 Critical Thinking and Philosophy > [ Ot e T e R BT Oty
Unit 2 Arguments 3 2 Logicpaytoss
4 Unit 3 Fallacies > |:| http:/ /philosophy.hku.hk/think/ critical /intro.php

.| http:/ flearningcommons.ubc.caf student-toolkits-
= 2 /thinking-critically/

Click on “Content” in the top bar, and Unit 1 Activities in Quiczes and Discussions
choose the Unit you need to work in. This - [FTEEE

will open the full Table of Contents, where A0 o st pssessment

you can see linked readings, podcasts, and i

the activities (Self-Assessments, Discussions, g

and Quizzes.

B Ends Jan 25, 2015 11:59 PM



Self Assessments

Practice quiz-style questions in each unit

Hints are given

Grades are never kept

You can retake them to practice and review

You can find them through Content, or Assessments

Self Assessment List

Without Category
Unit 1 Self-Assessment
Unit 2 Self-Assessment

Unit 3 Self-Assessment



Discussions

e Discussions for you to post your own response,
and then reply to some of your fellow students

e Usually these are specific situations or examples
of the concepts we covered in the Unit

* You can find them through Content, or
Communication

Unitl ~

Hide Topics for Unit 1

Topic Threads Posts

Unit 1 Discussion - 0 0

Answer all three questions below, then come back to the discussion and reply to at least two of
vour fellow students. Keep the discussion going!

Unit 1 Discussions:

1. Consider the issue of personal influences and social conventions. Discuss both of the following:
o
W

a) who would you say has influenced your beliefs more, family or friends? Why? b) How does this
relate to the issue of social conventions? How conventional are your own beliefs?

2. Discuss an example of a decision you made using critical thinking. How did you address the
izsues of opinion and bias in making the decision?

3. Dry-Sense-0f-Humaor, Witky, Biting, Insults

After studying the definitions for critical thinking, inferences, and implications in Unit 1, see if you
can use these concepts to explain an example of dry, witty put downs. For one of the examples
below, vour choice, give 1) what implication the person making the dry comment is making, and 2)
explain what thought process you used to understand the insult, and 3) what you might infer about
the person being insulted from the quote.

Err avamnla: A+ 3 carial Aastharina Tamace Meblaill WhicHar itha arbict uwtha raintad hic mathar



Quizzes

Questions will be similar to the Self-Assessments,
but not exactly the same

Only one opportunity to take them

Timed once you click on them, usually 60 minutes

You can find them linked in Content or under
Assessments

Quiz List

Current Quizzes
Unit 1 Quiz

Ends Jan 25, 2015 11:5
Unit 2 Quiz

Ends Feb 11, 2015 11:

9 PM

59 PM

Midterm Exam (Unit 3 Quiz)

Ends Feb 25, 2015 11:59

PM

@ Help
Attempts

0/1



Midterm and Final

* Think of these as expanded Quizzes in certain
Units as marked on the Syllabus

* You can find them under Content in those
Units, or under Assessments>Quizzes



How to click through items linked in
each unit:

ST « Some items will be webpages
| TR under Creative Commons license:

Thinking skills

There are two basic thinking skills - critical and creative thinking. Critice

and rationally. Creativity is a matter of coming up with new and useful In a page like this one from Unit 1. be sure to
solving problems and discovering new knowledge. . . ’ .
click on each blue line. Those blue underlined

Module on Critical thinkin i )
’ links will open up the pages of content.

[CO1] What is critical thinking?
C02] Importance

C03] Other definitions

C04] How to improve

C05] Teaching critical thinking
C06] Assessment tests

— = =

Module on Creativity

[RO1] Three basic principles
[ROZ] The creativity cycle
[R0O3] Creative heuristics
R04] Quotes




Podcasts

 Some items in the course will be podcasts (like
Youtube videos)

e Be sure to play them and listen carefully and
take notes




Take notes on:

* Definitions
— May be “what it is” and “what it is not”
* Lists
 Comparisons between two different items
 Examples that illustrate definitions From video:

Critical Thinking

What's in it for you:

-Develop a balanced argument

Critical thinking is the ability to think clearly and rationally. It includes the ability to engage In reflective - EX p ress yO u rself C I earl y
and independent thinking. Someone with critical thinking skills is able to do the following : _ Read for Im pOrtant | nfo

+ understand the logical connections between ideas

« identify, construct and evaluate arguments

» detect inconsistencies and common mistakes in reasoning
» solve problems systematically

» identify the relevance and importance of ideas

+ reflect on the justification of one's own beliefs and values

From reading:

Critical thinking is not a matter of accumulating information. A person with a good memory and who knows a



