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Has three tests, two presentations, a term paper and four 
group projects the following week... 

but still goes to Spring Break next week. 

Physics
Department gains 

momentum 
with new 

physics lab
See Page 4 
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than 40 words, or a $13.90 
charge will apply. 

Ads should be sent to the 
Spectator or de liv ered to our 
of fi ce in 1238 Hopper Hall.  
The dead line is 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, a week prior. If payment 
ap plies, it should be sub mit-
ted in a sealed en ve lope at the 
time the ad is placed or paid via 
Mastercard, Visa, Discover or 
electronic check online through 
Aimee Napier, Advertising 
Manager. Email Aimee Napier 

at acnapier@valdosta.edu to pay 
online. 
   Ads must be ac com pa nied by 
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the per son sub mit ting the ad. 
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 Waiting for Willie

Cowboy Boots Pony Tales Redneck Night at the Chinese 
Restaurant

The Valdosta Daily 
Times

Valdosta Scene

A Reading of Selected Works
Tonight, Thursday, March 10th 

Room For Rent

Sigma Lambda Gamma sorority will host the event today 
at 12:45 p.m. The event will start on the steps of Odum 

Library and go through the Pedestrian Mall. 

Draw the battle lines by choosing your own dodgeball 
team today at 6 p.m. The tournament will be held in the 

Student Rec Center on Court 3. 

The Student Health Center will be open during Spring 
Break. The Health Center will be open its regular hours on 

Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on 
Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

The Student Union hours for Spring Break will be 8:00 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. March 14 through 17, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. on March 18, closed March 19 and open 3:00 p.m. to 
11 p.m. on March 20. Normal operating hours will resume 

March 21. 

 

Announcements

Want to have your event featured in our 
Announcements section? Email Editor-in-Chief 

Jordan Barela at jlbarela@valdosta.edu to have your 
event featured.

Staff  Spring Break 
Destinations 

-Blue Ridge 
Mountains, 

Second-in-Command 

-Shopping in Orlando, 
Lifestyles Liaison

-Sleeping and Netfl ix, 
Web Master 

-Trying to fi nd a 
concert somewhere, 

Camera Dude 

-ATL for a friend’s b-day, 
Spell Checker 

-Going to Destin, FL, 
Miss Opinionated  

-Going to Dallas, 
#feeltheburns 
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Essays do not have to be “research papers.” They can be personal and reflective. 
Essays should be grammatically and stylistically correct, 

and give specific examples of how philosophy has benefitted you.

WIN $100! ESSAY CONTEST! 

“Why Studying Philosophy 
Is Important To You?”  

ALL ENTRIES SHOULD BE EMAILED AS WORD DOCUMENTS TO DR. JAMES AT CHJAMES@VALDOSTA.EDU  
DEADLINE: THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2016 AT 5:00PM

Professor Emeritus Ron Barnette 
Is Sponsoring an Essay Contest for Current VSU Students 

IN YOUR ESSAY, EXPLAIN HOW CLASSES IN PHIL & REL ADD VALUE TO YOUR EDUCATION AT VSU!
DID PHILOSOPHY:

 

You do not need to be a major in Philosophy & Religious Studies to enter, 
but it helps if you had at least one class in PHIL or REL 

so you can tell us about your experiences!

“In the United States, prevalence rates of many 
sexually acquired infections are highest among 

adolescents and young adults.”
-CDC.org

Health Tip 
of the week

After the events that 
occurred during spring 
break in Panama City 

last year, Bay County is taking 
measures to shut the party down.

According to Dennis Pillon, re-
porter for AL.com, the vote to ban 
alcohol on the beaches of Panama 
City during Spring Break went 
through last May 
with a vote of fi ve 
to zero. The Panama 
City Beach tour-
ism FAQ confi rms 
that no alcohol will 
be allowed on the 
beach, regardless of 
the consumer’s age, 
throughout the month 
of March. Additionally, all bars 
and clubs within Bay County are 
set to close at 2 a.m., rather than 
4 a.m., a ruling that went through 
in 2014.

Last year seemed to be the peak 
of the party. As CNN reports, au-
thorities made a little over 1,000 
arrests, three times as many as in 
2014—202 of which were related 
to drugs. Forty-nine fi rearms were 
also confi scated in 2015, up from 
only nine the year before.

 In addition to the arrests, Bay 
County sheriff Frank McKeith 
came forward to CNN reporters 
about a video which surfaced in 

April of last year of an incapaci-
tated young woman being gang 
raped on the beach just feet away 
from a group of partying spring-
breakers.

"This is not the fi rst video we've 
recovered. It's not the second vid-
eo,” McKeith told CNN. “It's not 
the third video. There's a number 
of videos we've recovered with 
things similar to this, and I can 
only imagine how many things we 

haven't recovered."
After an eye-

opening expose aired 
on Fox News’ “Sean 
Hannity Show,” the 
measures taken in 
2014 to curb drink-
ing—requiring an I.D. 
to drink on the beach 
and closing the bars 

two hours early—were proven 
ineffective.

Two media sources for col-
lege students have weighed in. 
Total Frat Move, a blog about 
fraternity and college life says, 
“You (spring-breakers) only have 
yourselves to blame, too. You 
know that, right? Actually, you 
should thank them (the PCB City 
Council). Futures are ruined on 
that beach.”

While COED, another college 
life news source and blog, has 
removed PCB from the No. 1 spot 
on their annual list of “Top 20 
Trashiest Spring Break Destina-
tions.” Citing all-time high levels 

of danger on the beach last year, 
the site was “more than a little 
disappointed in all the ruckus.” 
According to COED, “trashy” 
should mean cheap fun and not 
the sometimes life-endangering 
situations that cropped up on the 
beach in Panama City.

Freshman nursing major Alyssa 
Wise says she probably won’t go 
back to PCB.

“I’ve been two years in a row 
and it’s always the same thing,” 
Wise said. “It’s chaos.”

Tucker Prestridge, freshman 
music major says he isn’t sur-
prised at the ban.

“They were sort of notorious 
for that type of thing (partying 
and drinking),” Prestridge said. “I 
don’t know that it (the ban) will 
attract more people to the beach, 
though. It might even repel people 
who weren’t involved in heavy 
drinking, like adults who wanted 
to spend the week on the beach 
with a six pack. I wouldn’t be sur-
prised at all if pissed off college 
students boycott the beach within 
the next few weeks.”

Students who do decide to go to 
PCB for Spring Break next week 
should be advised of the new 
changes.

Kelsey Dickerson
STAFF WRITER

kedickerson@valdosta.edu

New changes in store for students attending 
Panama City Beach for Spring Break 2016

In Other 
News

Stop wasting time wanting to 
make a change--do it. 

SGA is seeking students to fi ll 
senate seats who are willing to 
put in the energy and effort to see 
changes on campus and address 
issues that students have. SGA is 
in dire need for students that care. 

Silas David, freshman political 
science major, found out about 
the organization through someone 
when he and two of his friends 
were going to join SGA and hall 
council after starting college. 

David knew it was important to 
get involved with organizations 
and develop connections with 
other students on campus. 

With an interest in leadership, 

David is running for reelection 
for SGA’s senator position for. He 
plans on proposing legislation that 
makes things more clear in terms 
of the constitution, the by- laws, 
conduct, business practices, and 
the consequences of not following 
rules and regulations.

David wants to come up with 
different techniques that the 
school can adopt to improve 
student life and student's percep-
tion of VSU. Focusing on meeting 
with students to see what ideas 
they can propose means your 
input matters. 

Regardless of his role in the or-
ganization, David believes he can 
make a difference. David lets his 
accomplishments with SGA and 
Residence Hall Association speak 
for themselves.

Jyrell Wynn
CORRESPONDENT

jdwynn@valdosta.edu

Each year during Spring Break, thousands of college students participate in 
the festivities at Panama City Beach including music performances, games, 
and other entertainment. 

• Organization 
Student Budget 
Applications forms 
are due this Friday 
at 12 p.m. Any 
student organization 
can put in a request 
to get money from 
the student fees to 
go towards their 
organization.

• Flint, Michigan 
VSU “Help Us, 
Help Flint” water 
donation drive (Feb 
28 through March 
12) drop them 
off in Langdale 
Hall. Contact 
Carmen Guess for 
any questions at 
ccguess@valdosta.
edu.

• SGA senator 
packets are due 
Thursday, March 24 
at 5 p.m.

Photo courtesy of Google Images

“I’ve been two 
years in a row and 

it’s always the 
same thing. It’s 
chaos.” - Alyssa 
Wise, freshman

SGA seeks senators
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Photo taken by Michaela Leung/THE SPECTATOR
Both a plasma lab and a Geochemistry Lab are new additions Physics, Astronomy, and Geosciences Department. 

Physics, Astronomy and Geosciences 
builds momentum with two new labs 

The Physics, Astronomy, and 
Geosciences Department now has 
a Plasma Lab and Geochemistry 
Lab on campus. 

The department put in the re-
quest to convert classroom 30151 
in Nevins Hall into two small 
labs. Construction for the labs 
began in the summer of 2013 and 
the grand opening was November 
2015. 

Students can choose to con-
centrate in plasma-surface effects 
for different types of anodized 
and un-adonized metals, optical 
emission spectroscopy of plasma 

during etching, effects of surface 
preparation on the plasma etching 
process, or the effect of RF fre-
quency on the plasma properties.

“Back in high school science 
class, you learned about the four 
states of matter: solid, liquid, 
gas and plasma,” said Dr. Dereth 
Drake, assistant professor of 
physics. “Our lab is dedicated to 
characterizing this fourth state. Of 
course this should not be confused 
with blood plasma, which is actu-
ally a liquid.” 

The lab is already starting 
to produce great rewards for 
students. In November, Ashley 
Hardy and Christina Epperson 
attended the 57th Annual Meeting 
of the APS Division of Plasma 

Physics where they both com-
peted in the undergraduate poster 
competition. 

Epperson’s poster won the 
award for Outstanding Un-
dergraduate Poster. Hardy has 
also recently been chosen to be 
featured in the booklet “Physics 
in Your Future” which highlights 
women in different stages of their 
Physics careers.

“The lab’s focus is on plasma 
etching, but the lab also looks to 
provide students with hands-on 
research experience using high 
quality equipment,” Dr. Drake 
said. 

The Plasma Research Labora-
tory can only be used by juniors 
and seniors in the department.

Michaela Leung
STAFF WRITER

maleung@valdosta.edu

Biologist to speak 
at annual lecture
The 34th annual Connell 

Lecture will be held Thursday 
March 10 at 7 p.m.  This lecture 
will take place at Jennet Lecture 
Hall, Room 111 of Dewar College 
of Education and Human Services 
building.  The Clyde Eugene Con-
nell Visiting Lecturer Program 
welcomes Dr. Reed F. Noss as this 
year’s speaker. 

Noss will be discussing his 
views on the unsettled topic 
of competing value systems in 
modern conservation.  He is a 
successful author of over 300 
publications, seven of which, are 
books, and is one of the top 500 
most highly cited authors of all 
disciplines worldwide. Forgotten 
Grasslands of the south: Natural 
History and Conservation, is his 
most recent book.  Fire Ecology 
of Florida and the Southeaster 
Coastal Plain is his next book.

Dr. Noss earned his B.S. in 
Education from the University of 
Dayton, an M.S. in Ecology from 
the University of Tennessee, and a 
Ph.D. in Wildlife Ecology from the 
University of Florida.  The Board 
of Governors of the Society for 
Conservation Biology, the Board 
of Trustees of the Florida Chapter 
of The Nature Conservancy, Flor-
ida’s Acquisition and Restoration 
Council, and the Federal Advisory 
Committee for the U.S. Climate 
Change Science Program are the 
boards and panels that Noss has 
served on.  From 1993 to 1997 he 
served as Editor-in-Chief for the 
flagship journal of Conservation 
Biology.  Then from 1999 to 2001 
he was involved in the Society for 
Conservation Biology by serving 
as the President and was a co-

founding member.  Later, in 2006 
until 2008, he served as President 
of the North American Section of 
the Society.  Dr. Noss is an elected 
fellow of AAAS, and on numerous 
occasions has testified to the U.S. 
Congress.  

The Clyde Eugene Connell Vis-
iting Lecturer Program has been 
prosperous from its beginnings.  
Dr. Connell retired from the 
faculty at Valdosta State University 
in 1980 and students, friends, col-
leagues and other individuals who 
wished to see this program con-
tinue have financially supported it 
to honor his retirement.

Clyde Eugene Connell was born 
August 11, 1916 in Naylor, Ga. 
After graduating he joined the 
U.S. Navy, serving in the Medical 
Corps.  In 1948, the country of 
Egypt honored him for his role in 
abating a cholera epidemic and 
gave him the nation’s Gold Medal 
Service Award.

In 1952, Connell retired from 
the Navy and went on to get a B.S. 
in Biology at Valdosta State Col-
lege, a M.S. and a Ph. D. in Ani-
mal Ecology at the University of 
Georgia.  In 1958 he came back to 
Valdosta State College until retire-
ment in 1980 as Head of Biology 
Department and a professor.

Tax-deductible donations to the 
Visiting Lecturer Program can be 
made.  To do so, make the dona-
tion to the Valdosta State Univer-
sity Foundation, the Department 
of Biology, or the Office of Finance 
and Administration, Valdosta 
State University.   To ensure they 
are made specifically to the Visit-
ing Lecturer Program, these dona-
tions should be labeled, “For the 
Connell Lecture Fund.”  

Julia Rodriguez
ASST. OPINIONS EDITOR

jlrodriguez@valdosta.edu

Daylight Savings to spring forward 
On Sunday, March 13, daylight 
savings will push time forward, 

starting at 2 a.m. We will lose that 
extra hour of sleep. Make sure to 
adjust your clocks. Remember, 

your phone will adjust 
automatically! 

Mass Media curriculum meeting
Attention Mass Media majors: 
There is a required meeting to 
discuss the new Mass Media 

curriculum. The meeting 
will be at 11 a.m. in 

Whitehead Auditorium. 
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Spring Break parties 
bring big issues 

Our point of view...

This editorial was written by a member of the editorial staff and 
expresses the general opinion of The Spectator. 

Spring Break. The holiday 
that’s spent sipping on piña 
coladas, slipping on a pair 
of shades while taking in the 
beaming tropical sun, and 
parties. Loads and loads of 
parties. 

Whether you take a trip to 
the frigid Alps, go stroll the 
sandy beaches of Panama 
City, or just head back home; 
we are always susceptible to 
the dangers that this much 
anticipated week can bring.

While there are obvious 
upsides to a week of fun and 
relaxation, we should still 
have our guards up when 
going for a night out in an 
uncharted area. 

According the Rape, Abuse 
& Incest National Network 
(RAINN), the nation’s largest 
anti-sexual violence organiza-
tion, this holiday is the most 
vulnerable time for college 
aged students to become vic-
tims of sexual assault.

Every year, hundreds of 
thousands of new reports pop 
up of sexual-assault cases that 
happen during break and the 
number continues to climb. 
While we are all allowed the 
chance to go out and enjoy 
the break, adding alcohol 

and a party-like atmosphere 
into the mix could potentially 
lead your trip to dangerous 
extremes.

According to recent data 
conducted by the National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism (NIAAA) 
more than 690,000 students 
between the ages of 18 and 24 
are assaulted by another stu-
dent who has been drinking.

Although we have heard 
it repeatedly, when it comes 
to alcohol consumption, it’s 
extremely important to know 
your limits and to never pick 
up an unattended drink. You 
alone are responsible for your 
own safety. The peer pressure 
may be great, but you should 
always be cautious. 

We at The Spectator 
would also like to encourage 
everyone to speak up if they 
see something questionable 
happening at a party, on the 
beach, or anywhere Spring 
Break will take you.  

 So fellow Blazers, while 
we all would like to have fun 
in the sun without worry in 
the world, be sure to be care-
ful during break. Anything 
can happen. 

IVF allows Teigen to choose 
the sex of her unborn baby

In recent celebrity news, 
people have started talking and 
forming strong opinions on the 
famous singer John Legend and 
his wife, and model Chrissy 
Teigen, after deciding to use in 
vitro fertilization to choose the 
sex of their baby. A few weeks 
ago, the couple announced that 
they would be having a baby girl, 
and Teigen was open and proud 
to talk about her method.

People tweeted about the cou-
ple, saying that they made a hor-
rible decision for choosing IVF, 
over other options like adoption. 
Some people also lashed out at 
the couple for not choosing a boy 
over a girl. Instead of overreact-
ing, Teigen calmly responded, 
and let her naysayers know that 
she was confident about her 
choice and was open minded.

For those of you who don’t 
know what in-vitro fertiliza-
tion is, it’s the manual process 
of combining sperm and an egg 

together outside of the body and 
then putting it into the woman’s 
uterus. Conversations like this 
always come up when celebri-
ties announce their decision. The 
first child was born through IVF 
in 1978, and it became popular 
shortly thereafter. Mariah Carey, 
Giuliana Rancic, Celine Dion, 
and Nicole Kidman are just a 
few celebrities who also used the 
procedure to have their kids.

Many people come from a 
religious standpoint that accuses 
people of interfering with God’s 
work. Other people use their 
moral angle that IVF is unethical, 
because a lot of the babies con-
ceived through the process die.

I personally believe that people 
should always have a choice 
when it comes to their bodies. 
I love surprises and feel that 
learning the sex of the baby is a 
beautiful moment to share with 
your significant other. However, 
some people may like having 
more influence over that specific 
decision. After all, the parents 
will be the ones raising he child. 
Another reason I’m so open 

minded to IVF is because it gives 
so many women the opportunity 
to bear a child if they were un-
able to conceive.

I think people should look at 
the benefits and testimonies of 
this medical procedure, before 
shunning the couples who use it.

Erin Martin
STAFF WRITER

erimartin@valdosta.edu

Kim K goes nude on the Internet...again 

The Internet went into a frenzy 
over the weekend when Kim 
Kardashian West posted a full 
body nude picture of herself with 
black blocks covering her private 
areas.

This isn’t the first time we’ve 
seen Kim’s naked body, and 
that’s not even a reference to her 
sex tape. Over the past couple 
years we’ve seen a bit more of 
Kim than we’ve opted for. It 
seems as though since she’s got-
ten married, her body isn’t only 
for Kanye West to see, but for 
the whole world to see. Maybe 
a lot of people have completely 
forgotten about the times that 
Kim was opposed to posing nude.

Anyone who has ever watched 
“Keeping up with the Kardashi-

ans” probably recalls the episode 
when Kim cried because her 
photographers promised that 
she wouldn’t have to be nude in 
the pictures she took during the 
shoot. She claimed that she didn’t 
want that to be the only thing 
the world knows her for—being 
naked.

Yet in the past three days, Kar-
dashian West posted not one, but 
two nude (censored) pictures of 
herself on her Instagram page.

After Kardashian West posted 

the pictures, many social media 
users started body shaming her. 
It’s never OK to body shame 
someone, but most of it wasn’t 
exactly “body shaming.” A lot of 
it was about the fact that Kim has 
been feeling really free to pub-
licize her naked body lately. It 
doesn’t make much sense that she 
wanted to hide it before, but now 
that she has a husband and two 
children, she publicizes her body 
more than she ever did when she 
was single and before she was a 
mother.

There is nothing wrong with 
being comfortable in your own 
skin and with your sexuality. 
However, no one likes someone 
who doesn’t keep their word. If 
it’s OK for Kim’s naked body to 
be shown on social media now, it 
should’ve been OK several years 
ago. 

Tatyana Phelps
MANAGING EDITOR

tnphelps@valdosta.edu

Kim Kardashian West/Instagram 

MCTCampus 

Chrissy Teigen and husband 
John Legend showing off the 
baby bump at the 88th Academy 
Awards. 

Follow us on Twitter 
@vsuspectator to keep 

up with VSU news 
during Spring Break! 
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CAMPUS CARRY: PRO/CON

Keep them off campus Bring them on 

What comes to mind when you think 

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Geneva Crooks
STAFF WRITER

grcrooks@valdosta.edu

Terrance Johnson
STAFF WRITER

terrjohnson@valdosta.edu

Letter to the Editor...

-

-

-

-

A huge mistake 

Want to submit your own Letter to the Editor?
Send submissions to klkesselring@valdosta.edu. 

Submissions must be under 500 words, contain no 
profanity, or personal attacks. 

Darian Harris/ THE SPECTATOR 

A number of VSU students were removed from 
the Trump rally under cloudy circumstances. 



March 10, 2016The Spectator | www.vsuspectator.comPage 8

Let Centralized Advising 
Help You Stay On Course!

VSU Centralized Advising
Pine Hall

Mon-Thurs 8-5:30 pm
Fri 8-3 pm

229-245-4378

First Year 
Learning Communities

First Year 
ProgramsFirst Year 

Advising

Spring Career Expo 

VSU Career Opportunities
229-333-5942

Arrive Early,
 Dress Professionally & 
Bring Several Resumes!

More than 40 employers 
representing career fields in:
 Government 
Healthcare

 Insurance 
Retail
Wholesale Business 

Great opportunity for 
ALL Students & Alumni 
to establish or maintain 

relationships with employers

Thursday, March 24th 

 10am – 2pm 
University Center 

Magnolia & Cypress Rooms

Full Time & Part Time 
Employment or 

Internships Available!

       

Mexico v. Trump:
Former president doesn’t 
plan on paying for a wall

“I’m not paying for that f***ing wall!”
Former Mexican president Vicente Fox talked to Fox News about his 

views on Trump and his notorious wall on March 2, 2016. 
Fox started by saying “Please wake up America from this Republican 

nightmare.” 
“Walls don’t work,” Fox said, “The Chinese wall that he mentioned 

never worked.”
Fox discussed his concerns for the U.S. citizens, if Trump were to be 

elected, and Trump responded in the only way he knows how, with a 
vague and threating comment.  

 “The wall just got 10 feet taller,” said Trump. 
Trump continuously claims that if elected, he will get a wall built on 

the border of Mexico and the U.S. and get Mexico to pay for it. 
Trump allegedly gained the majority of his supporters from announc-

ing his immigration reform. The reform can be read on donaldjtrump.
com. According to his website: “Mexico must pay for the wall and, 
until they do, the United States will, among other things: impound all 
remittance payments derived from illegal wages; increase fees on all 
temporary visas issued to Mexican CEOs and diplomats and if neces-
sary cancel them.” 

While Fox’s comment might not have been worded very elegantly, 
it is understandable that he is fed up with Trump. After constantly 
verbally attacking Mexico during his entire campaign and threatening 
to make them pay for something they are uninterested in, Fox is not 
entirely in the wrong. 

After all, Trump has spent his time on stage using some vulgar 
phrases as well. Trump blasting Fox for this comment is what some like 
to call the pot calling the kettle black. 

Meaghan Bitters
ASST. ADVERTISING MANAGER  

mkbitters@valdosta.edu

Voice of the Students
Where are you going for Spring Break?

“I’m going home for spring break. 
I’ll get to sit outside and enjoy the 

sunshine and play with my puppy.”
- Allison Gay 

Junior 
English

“I’m going to 
Jacksonville and 
going to kick it 

with some friends 
and family I 

haven’t seen in a 
long time.”

- Kenneth Brown
Senior 

Communications 

“I’m going home, which means I’ll get 
homemade food and get to spend time 

with my parents and family.”
- Kiersten Jakes 

Junior 
Spanish 

“I’m going to St. 
Augustine with my 

family.”
- Jordan Johns 

Freshman 
Chemistry 
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VSU Student Health Center 

Spring Break

Student Health Center

200 Georgia Ave 

(229) 333-5886

Open Regular Hours During

Not bad for a bunch of 
leftovers _ not bad at all. In 

this era of surprise album releas-
es, Kendrick Lamar dropped his 
latest project “Untitled, 

Unmastered” (Top Dawg/
Afermath/Interscope) on Thurs-
day with little advance notice.

He billed it on Twitter as 
“Demos from ‘To Pimp A 
Butterfl y.’ In Raw Form. 
Unfi nished. Untitled. Unmas-
tered.” That’s a pretty accurate 
summation of the 8-track, 
34-minute album. In the recent 
tradition of Kanye West’s “The 
Life of Pablo,” works in 
progress are all the rage in 
hip-hop. West’s album was 
shuffl ed, resequenced and 
retitled so many times it became 
news long before it was put up 
for sale. Similarly, “Untitled, 
Unmastered” is presented as 
an unfi nished work, though it 
rarely sounds like one.

The sessions for Lamar’s 
2015 album, “To Pimp a Butter-
fl y,” yielded these demos, some 
of which have been performed 
live, and they’re drawn from the 
same stew of jazz, funk, soul, 
spoken word and avant-gar-
de music that permeated that 
acclaimed release. The tracks 
favor upright bass, skittering 
drums and horn textures as 
much as loops and samples. 
Lamar employs a range of 
vocalists, from SZA and CeeLo 
Green to augment his typically 
dense, diamond-hard rhymes.

Visions of apocalypse explode 
the bedroom rap that opens 
“Untitled 1”: “Valleys and high 
places turn into dust / Famous 
screaming in agony.” There will 
be a worldwide cleansing, La-
mar’s narrator warns, and it will 
sound like a Barry White record 
gone haywire.

In “Untitled 3,” Lamar’s 
narrator recounts conversations 

with four people from different 
cultures about how they interact 
with the world while fl utes trill 
and an eager chorus of voices 
presses the master storyteller for 
details. Each person’s truth is 
different from the others. Lamar 
sees his relationship with the 
“white man” as strictly defi ned 
by economics of the most 
parasitic and exploitive sort: 
“Tellin’ me that he sellin’ me 
just for $10.99 / If I go platinum 
from rappin’, I do the company 
fi ne.”

Contrasting moods swap 
places and collide. Whereas 
“Untitled 04” offers education 
as a guiding light amid conspir-
atorial whispers, “Untitled 05” 
marks a descent into hopeless-
ness over a driving bass line 
and fl oating saxophone lines. 
Its darkness spreads like a fresh 
pool of blood on a sidewalk as 
Lamar channels the voice of 
an outsider who “used to go 
to church and talk to God” but 
now realizes “hollow tips is all 
I got.”

It’s followed by immediate 
relief, a bright, uptempo track 
that echoes the unison horn 
lines and choir-like vocals of 
Earth Wind & Fire, with Green 
providing the breezy vocal 
hooks. Even amid this buoyan-
cy, Lamar’s narrator struggles 
to understand himself: “Do I 
let these personalities always 
confl ict in me?”

With Lamar, there is an 
ongoing sense of unfi nished 
business. His songs rarely pon-
tifi cate or indulge in bromides. 
Instead, they openly struggle 
with issues of race and racism, 
identity and self-worth, the 
desire to possess the world or 
destroy it. We are all works in 
progress, he suggests _ unstable, 
volatile, ever-changing. Why 
should a collection of songs be 
any different?

KNOW?
According to MacWorld, smoking 

near an Apple computer 
invalidates your warranty, even if 

you have AppleCare.D
ID

 Y
O

U

Amazon is about to eliminate 
the strain of shopping and loading 
grocery carts. 

The big thing in recent tech-
nology is drones, and Amazon is 
about to change the grocery game 
with their new grocery-deliver-
ing robots. They have plans to 
expand Amazon Fresh to include 
delivery by drones. The drones 
will not be like the air drones but 

more like delivery parcels. 
The drones are able to provide 

travel at lower speeds and can 
travel on pavement and sidewalks 
for convenience. They can detect 
obstacles, and be overtaken by 
human operators. They also come 
equipped with microphones and 
speakers. 

The drones are more so better 
equipped for smaller cities  than 
busy streets. The drones are GPS 
tracker equipped to prevent theft 
and are basically built like cheap-
er model, self-driving vehicles.   

A Walmart in Arkansas is trying a 
concept similar to this. 

There is a company in Japan 
that has successfully used air 
drones to deliver medicines and 
other supplies to the elderly in 
remote rural communities. The 
drones are powered by companies 
like Heinla and Starship Technol-
ogies. 

The drones are expected to be 
sold commercially by 2017 once 
the companies fi nish the end 
parts, such as navigation around 
certain cities and countries. 

In need of groceries fast?Kendrick Lamar’s untitled 
Carlius Williams

STAFF WRITER
carwilliams@valdosta.edu

Amazon uses drones to deliver groceries

A new way to 
purchase items 
by swiping your 

credit card 
with the 

Mastercard 
selfi e.

Check out 
Danielle 

Shaw’s web 
exclusive!

MCT Campus
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Student Activity Fee 
Budget Request Forms

Registered student organizations wishing to request 
Student Activity Fee Funding for the 2016-2017 academic year may pick 

up Budget Forms from the 
Office of Student Affairs & Dean of Students, Student Union, Third Floor.

Budget Hearings Take Place
Wednesday & Thursday, March 23 & 24

Questions?
Call Andrea Butler @ 229-333-5941

The deadl ine to submi t Budget Request Forms is

to the Off ice of Student Af fa i rs & Dean of Students
Student Un ion, Th i rd F loor .

NOON, FRIDAY, MARCH 11th

ACROSS
1 “Leave __ Beaver”
5 “Million Dollar __”; Jon Hamm

movie
8 “For __ the Bell Tolls”
9 Marty __; role on “NCIS: Los

Angeles”
12 “The __ Davis Show”
13 Early role for Sally Field
14 Kathryn of “Law & Order:

Criminal Intent”
15 Late July babies
16 “L.A. __”; series for Harry Hamlin
18 Role on “Alice”
19 O’Brien and Sajak
20 “Queen of Jazz”
21 Sitcom for Sherman Hemsley
23 Actress Procter
24 Jack or joker
25 “__ Hand for the Little Lady”;

Henry Fonda movie
26 H’s followers
28 “Road to __”; Crosby/Hope film
29 Evans or Robertson
30 “__ Call Me Mr. Tibbs!”; Sidney

Poitier movie

32 Role on “Black-ish”
35 “What Kind of Fool __?”
36 Atkins or Huntley
37 __ Sher of “The Middle”
38 John-Boy Walton’s grandma
40 “You Don’t __ Me Flowers”; song

for Barbra Streisand
41 Take the helm
42 “__ of the Planet of the Apes”;

James Franco movie
43 “Who Do You Think You __?”
44 Prolonged pain

DOWN
1 “If __ a Rich Man”
2 James Spader series
3 Muscle quality
4 Tumor’s ending
5 Farewell to an amigo
6 Warren Beatty/Diane Keaton film
7 One of the girls in “Little Women”

10 Actress on “Law & Order: SVU”
11 Delay on purpose
12 Topaz or ruby
13 “How to __ Away with Murder”
15 “Promised __”; series for Gerald

McRaney
17 “Carlito’s __”; Al Pacino movie
19 Beautician’s offering, for short
20 Actor Jannings
22 Boy or man
23 Auction lover’s site
25 Aid in crime
26 Actress/director Lupino
27 Arness or Garner
30 “Are You __, Chelsea?”
31 Joaquin Phoenix movie
33 Actress Zellweger
34 Official lang. of the Bahamas
36 “The Sonny and __ Comedy

Hour”
37 News journalist Sevareid
39 Star of “Madam Secretary”
40 Woman’s undergarment

FOR RELEASE NOVEMBER 8, 2015

by Jacqueline E. Mathews

Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle

©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

KNOW?
According to didyouknowgam-

ing, the Wii’s blinking blue 
light is synched to the bird call  
of the Japanese Bush WarblerD
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We’ve updated our app. 

Go and download it from any 
App Store!

Spring Break
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www.valdosta.edu/ssc 
for more information

229-333-7570
Located Between Langdale & 

Palms Dining

MON-THURS
9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

FRIDAY
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

SATURDAY
Closed

SUNDAY
4 p.m. - 8 p.m.

VSU STUDENT SUCCESS CENTER

WE SAY UP YOURS!!

3 5 10

.20

.29

.36

.43

.30

.40

0
 NUMBER OF TUTORING SESSIONS 

AVG COURSE 
GRADE CHANGE 

MIDTERM TO 
FINALS FOR TOP 

3 COURSES 
TUTORED (MATH, 

ENGLISH, 
CHEMISTRY)*

*GPA INCREASE BASED ON QUALITY POINT AVERAGES DETERMINED AT MIDTERM AND FINALS

WORRIED THAT YOUR GPA 
WILL COST YOU HOPE?

According to Uberfacts, the word “slut” was 
originally used to describe a woman who didn’t keep 

her room clean. D
ID

 Y
O

U KNOW?

It's that time of the year again...
Spring Break! Let's forget about 
our grades, and relieve stress 
by just having fun. But before 
we break out the swimsuits and 
shades, let's take a step back to 
remember some important safety 
rules, so we don't regret anything 
in the morning. 

1. The buddy system
Never leave a party with a 

stranger unless a friend goes with. 
If anyone decides to leave a party 
without a friend, make sure they 
have given their information to 
someone, so they can be checked 
up on. 

2. Keep belongings safe
Do not book a room on the fi rst 

fl oor of a hotel, because thieves 
are more likely to rob those due 

to easier access. Keep expensive 
belongings in the hotel safe, or 
keep them near your person. 

3. Alcohol competency 
Never accept a drink from a 

stranger. Always drink a drink 
that you made yourself, or make 
sure the drink isn't open when 
you take it. Make sure there is a 
person in the group who will be 
the designated driver for the night 
to look after everyone. Remember 

to eat something before drinking, 
and stay hydrated. 

4. Protection 
We're all adults here, so let's 

be smart about sex. Always use 
a condom because birth control 
does not prevent STDs. Never let 
anyone pressure you into having 
sex. It doesn't matter if everyone 
has their clothes on or all of them 
are off, if he or she says no, then 
it stops. Yes means yes, and no 

means no. If alcohol is involved, 
taking advantage is not an option. 

5. Sunscreen, sunscreen, 
sunscreen 

Apply it every hour on the 
hour...SPF is your best friend this 
week. Getting sunburnt on the 
fi rst day is no fun, and if you can't 
move, you can't party.

Let's all make smart decisions 
this week. Spring Break, here we 
come!

How to make smart decisions on vacation:
Five tips to staying safe during Spring Break 

Julie Jernigan
STAFF WRITER

jvjernigan@valdosta.edu

You don’t need Alcohol to have fun 
Ways to enjoy Spring Break sober 

Recently a ban was placed on 
alcoholic drinks on Panama City 
Beaches, affectionately known as 
“PCB” to college kids for years. 
However, this ban puts a damper 
on Spring Break for many beach-
seeking college kids.

It’s been a staple for college 
students so long, they’re left 
scratching their heads and won-
dering, “How do I enjoy Spring 
Break 2016 without drinking?”

Go see a movie. Beginning this 
weekend, there are new mov-
ies set to release that would be 
perfect for a date, a night out with 
the girls, or just to spend some 
time away from school and catch 
a good fl ick. Some new releases 
starting this weekend are: “The 
Perfect Match,” “The Young 
Messiah,” and “10 Cloverfi eld 
Lane.”

Get dinner with some friends.
This is a great solution no matter 
where your time will be spent 
during Spring Break. Places such 
as Chipotle and Buffalo Wild 
Wings offer student discounts, 
plus with more than one person 
pitching in for the bill, it’s sure to 
come out cheaper.

Do a home project you’ve been 
putting off. Now would be the 
time to knock out all of those 
Pinterest projects you’ve been 
dying to try but haven’t had the 
time. Dig out your crafting scis-
sors and your old paint and make 
something beautiful.

Volunteer during your time 
off. With school out for the week, 
it’s a great time to catch up on 
some community service hours, 
or to recommit to that New Year’s 
Resolution of serving others. The 
LAMP program in Valdosta helps 
out the homeless; nursing homes 
always need extra hands, as well 
as places like the YMCA and 
the Boys and Girls Club. VSU 
provides a full listing of differ-
ent opportunities students can 
volunteer with under the Student 
Life page on the website. As an 
added bonus, the only thing this 
will cost you over the break is 
your time.

If you plan to drink over Spring 
Break, do so safely and respon-
sibly. A fun week isn’t worth the 
cost of a DUI or minor in posses-
sion charge. 

Be smart, enjoy your break, 
and remember that there are other 
ways to enjoy your time off out-
side of alcohol.

Olivia Studdard
STAFF WRITER

oastuddard@valdosta.edu

Go check out 
our 

social media!

Facebook:
Th e Spectator 

YouTube: 
ValdostaSpectator

   Website: 
vsuspectator.com
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Great teachers make great mentors.

DR. KATHY LOWNEY

PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY
FACULTY EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING

2011

  “Dr. Lowney helped me understand something about myself that I have never been able to 
believe, that I was smart and that I had something to offer the world.”

 “Dr. Lowney made sure that I was responsible for my own education and I thought at the 
time she was just being hard but looking back on it I realize she was making me self-sufficient. 
She, by not dragging me along, was teaching me something it is impossible to learn without a 
phenomenal teacher, that I could accomplish something bigger than myself.”

 “It is evident that by getting to know her students, she continuously evolves her teaching 
methods to keep up with the ever-changing world, and thus always allowing her to be an 
effective teacher, no matter what generation she is teaching.”

 “Aside from being an excellent educator, Dr. Lowney is an amazing person. She is very 
approachable and patient, which is comforting to the average overwhelmed college student 
whom sometimes just needs someone experienced to listen and be understanding of what 
they are going through.”

9 of 10 VSU Professors Rate 4 or Above on a Scale of 5 
on Student Opinions of Instruction

Connect with great professors. 

   Meet one who makes a difference.

       

The Party Girl
This is the girl you 

usually meet for the first 
time on the beach; she is 
seen going up to random 
people striking up a 
conversation. She usually 
laughs at all of your jokes 
even when they aren’t 
funny and is engaged in any 
conversation you have. The 
Party Girl usually knows all 
the fun places to hangout 
and has all the details of 
the party. She is also very 
outgoing, travels with a pair 
of two other friends. The 
party girl will try anything 
at least once and is more 
than likely single. She is 
always found taking shots 
or chugging beer. The Party 
Girl likes to be barefoot and 
wear colored hats during 
the day. She is the girl you 
want to hang with during 
a Spring Break vacation 
because she knows how to 
have a good time. 

The Awkward Guy
This dude is always the 

out of place friend in a 
group of spring breakers 
and is usually found in his 
hotel watching television. 
He has little to no social life 
and usually taken advantage 

of because he is super nice. 
Due to the awkward guy 
being a push over, he is 
usually found surrounded 
by arrogant guys who boss 
him around. He doesn’t 
drink or smoke and most 
likely has no game with the 
girls.

The Drunk
The Drunk is a guy or gal 

who literally is nowhere to 
be found most times over 
the course of Spring Break.
They usually don’t come 
around the main group 
of spring breakers unless 
it’s time to turn up.  Most 
likely you can find them 
head down drunk on the 
counter of a bar, sleeping on 
a public toilet or passed out 
on the couch. Usually he or 
she is  the person who you 
hate to go out with because 
they are always getting in 
an altercation or getting 
arrested. When approached 
by this person, head the 
other way. This person 
almost never remembers 
his or her drunken episodes 
and will most likely end up 
getting a DUI at the end of 
the trip.

Drama Magnet 
He or she is always the 

problem starter of any 
spring break group. When 
meeting them, they seem 

like they are normal, but 
throughout the trip they 
start to unravel themselves. 
They are the ones who 
recently broke up with 
their significant other 
and are still carrying the 
baggage of their previous 
relationship. Usually these 
are the individuals who 
don’t bring enough money 
on the trip. When seen in 
public they are walking 
around frantically talking 
on the phone trying to solve 
an issue. 

The Lady’s Man
This is the guy who is 

always seen with the ladies 
who are talking to him and 
following him around. They 
usually have an athletic 
body and sports tattoos, as 
well as wearing sunglasses 
and Mardi Gras beads. He 
never gets too wild or drunk 
when he is at parties. At the 
end of the night he brings a 
new girl back to the hotel. 
He has the smoothest game 
talk and has a minimum of 
2,000 Instagram followers. 
The lady’s man is usually 
a baseball, football or 
basketball player who 
aspires to be a professional 
athlete or coach. He is very 
friendly and most people 
want to be around them 
during Spring Break.

Who to party with and who to avoid:

Miles Brown
STAFF WRITER

milbrown@valdosta.edu

Five types of people you meet on Spring Break

It’s hard to jump back 
into focus after spending 
a week partying, relaxing 
or Netflixing on your 
couch. It’s very easy to 
stay in vacation mode and 
forget about everyday life 
activities. School is the last 
thing you want to think 
about when you’ve spent 
the last seven or so days 
relaxing. Here are some 
tricks and tips to prepare 
yourself after returning 
from a week-long vacation. 

1. Get organized
The very first thing you 
should do after returning 
from Spring Break is 
organize all of your work. 
A planner would probably 
be best to keep everything 
in order. Write down 
everything including a 
break time, gym time, and 
everything in-between. 
2. Create goals 
Everyday -- or at least 
every hour-- create a goal. 
This is the easiest way 
to get things done. Make 
sure you have an idea of 
what you are trying to 
accomplish.
3. Reward yourself

After you accomplish a 
goal, reward yourself. 
Once you finish an 
assignment, treat yourself 
with candy, a break, 
or an hour of TV time. 
Anything that can keep 
you motivated. 
4. Don’t procrastinate 
The only way to get things 
done is to just do it. Keep 
working to complete your 
goals.
5. Meet with fellow 
students
A good way to stay 
motivated is working with 
other students. Sometimes 
watching other students 
work will give you the 
motivation to continue 
working. 
6.Find a study routine
It’s time to get back into 

the groove of things. Make 
sure to find a method to 
study that works for you. 
Find out when is the best 
time to study, day or night. 
Get things done on your 
schedule. 
7. Plan ahead
Remember to plan, plan, 
plan. It’s easier to get 
through your tasks when 
you have already planned 
out what you need to do.
8. Mind over matter
Work always seems like a 
ton when you start off. If 
you tell yourself you can 
do it, you can. 
9. Breathe 
Remember to breathe. It’s 
okay. Rome wasn’t built in 
a day. Relax and know that 
everything will get done. 
Don’t worry.  

Mayah Cantave
COLLEGE LIFE EDITOR 

mcantave@valdosta.edu

Do I have to go back to school?
How to get back in school mode 

Google Images
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VSU’s tennis teams are rolling.
The men’s team defeated both 

the Lee Flames and Shorter 
Hawks 5-0 in a doubleheader 
while the women’s team also de-
feated Lee Flames 6-0 and Shorter 
Hawks 5-0 in Saturday’s match at 
the VSU courts.

The wins earned them both 
their second consecutive Gulf 
South Conference win.

Sophomores Leo Blay and 
Xavier Pineda took the men’s first 
victory Saturday morning at No. 
1 in doubles for VSU by win-
ning 8-1 against the Flames’ Eirik 

Groner and Jake Okines.
Junior Bea Morales Hernandez 

and freshman Josephine Jedry-
chowski started the women’s hot-
streak with their lead over Lee’s 
No. 1 Francesca Tondi and Marta 
Garcia-Nieto.

Junior Gereon Heitmann and 
senior Andrew Harvin took the 
next victory at No. 2 when they 
defeated the Rhys Milne and 
Boyd Blackburn of Lee 8-5, then 
following at No. 3, junior Fer-
nando Rivas and freshman Jordi 
Mas kept the streak going with a 
perfect 8-0 victory.

Mas also continued his win-
ning streak by with a singles win 
against Boyd Blackburn at No. 
4 (6-1, 6-4) along with Xavier 

Pineda who won 6-1, 6-1 against 
Lee’s Karl Hulten at No. 5.

Juniors Laura Ubeda and 
Sabrina Schmidt (No. 2) also beat 
Lee 8-0. VSU’s No. 3 freshman 
Daniella Barta and junior Anke 
Poncelet and their 8-0 win as well.

In the women’s singles against 
Lee, Jerychowski (No. 3), Pon-
celet (No. 5), and senior Joanna 
Lario (No. 6) defeated their oppo-
nents with results of Jerychowski 
winning 6-1, 6-0, Poncelet win-
ning 6-1, 6-1 and Larion with 6-0, 
6-0.

The Blazers staged a comeback 
in the afternoon, defeating the 
Shorter Hawks in their second 
match of the day.

Blay and Pineda defeated the 

Hawk’s Louis Tourtois and Jimmy 
Kerjouan 8-1 at No. 1.

The men’s No. 2 and No. 3 took 
both wins in their positions as Ri-
vas and Mas won 8-1 and Harvin 
and Heitmann won 8-0.

Mas and Pineda went undefeat-
able in No. 4 and No. 5 position 
singles Saturday, beating their op-
ponents Arthur Amat and Patrick 
Sanders 6-1, 6-1. 

The women won in the same or-
der in doubles as they did earlier 
against Lee. Morales Hernandez 
and Jedrychowski winning 9-7 
at No. 1 against Ornella Frere 
and Agnes Brun, then Ubeda and 
Schmidt won 8-5 against Cas-
sandra Wennestrom and Julie 
Rinderknech at No. 2.

The last winning doubles of the 
day went to Poncelet and Barta 
when they beat Sicquena Sinclair 
and Daniela Chipe 8-3 at No. 3.

In the women’s singles, No. 2 
Ubeda and No. 4 Schmidt beat 
Agnes Brun and Monika Gredz-
inski with scores of 6-0, 3-0 and 
6-2, 6-0.

The Blazers are now nationally 
ranked 9th for men with a record 
of 6-2 and 15th for women with 
a 5-3 record.  The teams will take 
on the No. 11 men and No. 8 
women of Columbus State.

The Blazers will take on the 
Columbus State Cougars on 
March 9 at Mary V. Blackmon 
Tennis Center in Columbus.

Kerwin Bell continues to 
remake VSU’s coaching staff, and 
with that comes an injection of 
orange and blue.

James Rowe has been added 
as defensive coordinator. Justin 
Hinds will be the defensive line 
coach. Both men spent last season 
as graduate assistants on Jim 
McElwain’s staff at the University 
of Florida.

“I don’t know if Valdosta State 
is going to rename themselves the 

Gators or what,” said McElwain 
at a press conference on Tuesday.

Bell, a former Florida quarter-
back, has deep ties to the state. 
The latest additions to his new 
staff are prime examples of those 
associations at work.

2016 is a reunion for Bell and 
Rowe. Rowe was previously 
Bell’s defensive coordinator at 
Jacksonville University for four 
years. Bell recently acknowledged 
that Rowe’s football expertise has 
grown because of his time learn-
ing under current Gators defen-
sive coordinator Geoff Collins 
and current Ohio State defensive 

coordinator Greg Schiano.
In high school, Rowe was a 

quarterback for coach Gerald 
Odom, another former Gator. His 
young success in Cocoa, Florida 
brought with it an eventual op-
portunity to play baseball at the 
University of Southern Florida. 
Rowe broke into coaching foot-
ball after his USF baseball career 
concluded.

Rowe’s connections in Cocoa 
(roughly an hour east of Orlando) 
should prove valuable to the 
Blazers’ recruiting efforts in the 
Sunshine State. Just as important 
is that Bell is assembling a staff 

that has faced competition in what 
many consider the toughest con-
ference in America, the SEC.

Hinds worked at Wagner Col-
lege and Mississippi State before 
following Collins to UF. While 
Rowe will handle the play-calling 
and defensive backs in a dual role, 
Hinds will focus exclusively on 
the trenches.

In addition to the UF trans-
plants, VSU has hired Danny 
Verpeale from Army to head the 
linebacker core. Another former 
member of Bell’s JU staff, Jake 
Grande, will join the Blazers as 
special teams coach. Grande also 

crossed paths with Bell when 
he was in charge of the Arena 
League’s Jacksonville Sharks’ 
defense.

Former VSU defensive coordi-
nator Chad Williams is moving on 
to West Alabama. Rowe will be 
the fourth fresh face in as many 
years to lead the Black Swarm. 
Ex-quarterbacks coach Justin 
Roper will be the offensive coor-
dinator at Slippery Rock. Defen-
sive line coach Dwight Smith and 
secondary coach J.R. Dorman are 
also moving on after two and one 
seasons, respectively.

Gabe Burns  
SPORTS EDITOR 

gcburns@valdosta.edu

Marquez Slaughter
CORRESPONDENT

mjslaughter@valdosta.edu

Bell turns to Gainesville to assemble staff

VSU tennis enjoys successful weekend on the court

Darian Harris/THE SPECTATOR

Blazer slugger Dalton Duty makes contact during a 9-6 loss to Georgia 
Southwestern on March 2. Duty leads VSU in batting average (.471), 
slugging percentage (.632%), hits (32) and on-base percentage (.563%).
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The Atlanta Braves are in the midst 
of a rebuilding process that turned 
Turner Field into a ghost town. 

They fired general manager Frank 
Wren and have made 11 moves 

since 2015, including trading hometown hero Jason Heyward to the 
Cardinals, four-time National League saves leader Craig Kimbrel to the 
Padres and Platinum Glove winner Andrelton Simmons to the Angels. 

In return, the Braves saved money and got young pitchers in order 
to rebuild for 2017 when they will be moving into their new stadium, 
Suntrust Park, in Cobb County. Although they gave up some stars, they 
acquired some great young arms. Those acquisitions have them ranked 
second overall in Keith Law’s Major League Baseball’s farm system 
rankings. 

The Braves have also acquired highly touted Cuban prospect, Adonis 
Garcia, who hit .285 and only made eight errors at third base in 87 
games with Gwinnett in 2015. Garcia, who is already 30, is expected to 
start when the Braves move to Cobb County. 

So far during Spring Training the Braves have not done too well. 
They are 2-6 in the Grapefruit League, but there have been some bright 
spots. 

Shortstop Dansby Swanson has had a productive spring so far, 
including hitting a game tying triple and scoring the winning run on 
Wednesday to beat the Mets. Swanson, 2015’s first overall pick, is the 
eighth best prospect in baseball according to MLBPipeline.com.

Twenty-two year old speedster Mallex Smith has done well this 
spring, and MLB.com expects him to make his major league debut later 
this season. Smith stole 57 bases in 126 games while playing centerfield 
with Gwinnett and Mississippi in 2015. 

The Braves have enlisted the help of some hometown heroes to fill 
positions while the prospects are getting ready for 2017. 

Outfielder Jeff Francoeur, who is from Atlanta and played with the 
Braves from 2005 to 2009, signed a minor league contract with the 
team on Feb. 22. Francoeur has been a journeyman as of late, playing 
with six teams since 2009. 

Atlanta also signed second basemen Gordon Beckham to a one 
year contract in December. Beckham is also from Atlanta and played 
baseball at the University of Georgia. He spent the first six years of his 
career with the Chicago White Sox and last year with the Los Angeles 
Angels. 

One of the lone stars who is still with the club is first baseman 
Freddie Freeman. Freeman, who was troubled with injuries last year, 
will be one of the main attractions for fans in Atlanta in 2016. 

The Braves don’t expect to win the pennant in 2016, but their goal is 
to get the team in position to win the National League East in 2017. 

The No. 20 Valdosta State 
Blazers softball team is more 
than halfway through the regular 
season and it is ready to take it up 
a notch.

Through 24 games this season, 
the Blazers have tallied up a 17-6-
1 record. 

VSU opened the year gaining 
11 wins against their first 13 
opponents this season. Although 
they also ran into some rough 
patches, with five of their six 
losses coming from No. 6 North 
Alabama and West Florida in 
away games.

After winning six out of their 
first seven games, the Blazers hit 
a slump with a tie against Rollins 
College and two consecutive 
losses to North Alabama. The 
last three losses came later in 
the season and were results of a 
sweep by UWF. 

The team has also had some 

bright spots to this point. One was 
the 500th win by longtime Head 
Coach Thomas Macera, who is 
the winningest active coach in 
Division II softball. 

The Blazers lead the Gulf South 
Conference in home runs (33) 
while having allowed the least 
amount of runs. The numbers 
suggest future improvement in 
conference play.

“I think right now we just have 
to keep working,” said pitcher 
Maci Fletcher. “It’s going to come 
for us, we have a lot of talent on 
our team and we have to find that 
spark that pulls us all together and 
helps us work together as a team. 
We have left a lot of players on 
base needed to connect on some 
timely hits and just make one 
more play on defense and a bunch 
of those games would have gone 
our way, just a couple of fine-
tuned things and we got it. 

“We can’t let the past losses 
affect our upcoming games 
because the seasons just starting 

and we have a lot of games left.”
Because the team has only 

played five home games (which 
is least in the conference), VSU is 
in a good position to capitalize on 
the favorable schedule ahead.

VSU is riding a three game 
win streak after sweeping West 
Alabama. The strong week gave 
the Blazers two honors: Caitlyn 
Calhoun as Pitcher of the Week 
and Heather Robinson as GSC 
Player of the Week. Robinson is 
the second Blazer to be honored 
with the award this season. Kiley 
Rusen, the GSC home run leader 
with 12, is the other.

The Blazers’ next contest is 
at home Friday at 4 p.m. against 
Shorter. The conference foes 
will also face off in a Saturday 
doubleheader starting at 1 p.m. 

“Come out to our games. We 
only have three conference series 
left but we love to have student 
support,” said Fletcher.

Aldean Starr
STAFF WRITER

astarr@valdosta.edu

Kyle Dawson
PHOTO EDITOR

kkdawson@valdosta.edu

Braves 
prepare for 
upcoming 

season

Softball looks to build 
off of sweep of UWA

First Federal Southeastern Collegiate
March 13-15

@ Kinderlou Forest Golf Club

Recent Golf Results:
At UIS Island Getaway: 6th of 11

At The Matlock: T-9th of 15
2016 Super Regional Preview: 11th of 18

Upcoming:
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Please be safe and DRINK RESPONSIBLY

    START YOUR 

   spring break
    off right!

   prices are higher @ the beach,  stock up before you leave! 
923 Baytree road       229-333-0344

Michaela Leung
STAFF WRITER

maleung@valdosta.edu

Staff writer Michaela Leung recently 
went to the Physics, Astronomy, and 

Geosciences Department to cover 
the new plasma and geoscience labs. 

Here are some extra shots of her 
coverage. 

Horoscopes March 7 - 13 
Aries: March 21- April 19

You’re feeling impatient with your honey. 
Maybe he is neglecting to do his share of 
the chores around the house. Or maybe 
it’s your girlfriend who is expecting way 
too much from you for too little. Mars 
says talk it out instead of fi ghting it out.

Taurus: April 20 - May 20
Money is always important to an 
Earth sign like you. Right now Jupiter 
is reminding you that you need to be 
fi nancially independent so nobody can 
take advantage of you. Even if you’re in a 
relationship, you want to make sure you 
can stand on your own.

Gemini: May 21 - June 21
Romance feels weird for you now. Venus 
is making things super intense with your 
honey. If you’re single, you’re fi nding it 
hard to read signals. You’re not sure if 
that hot guy adores you or if that cute girl 
hates you.

Cancer: June 22 - July 22
Th e sun is increasing your confi dence. 
Usually you fi nd it hard to ask somebody 
out, but you’re ready to go for it. Get in 
touch with that nice friend who is always 
on the outer circle of your social network 
and bring him or her a lot closer.

Leo: July 23 - Aug. 22
Romantic matters are giving you head-
aches as Venus continues to create tension 
between you and your sweetheart. If 
you’re single, avoid dating for the mo-
ment. If you’re involved with someone, 
try spending time with your outside 
friends.

Virgo: Aug. 23 - Sept. 22
With a pile of planets opposite your sign, 
don’t make any sudden moves. Your judg-
ment is likely to be off . Avoid making a 
huge emotional commitment to someone. 
And try not to create any big changes 
with your career.

Libra: Sept. 23 - Oct. 23

A bouncy moon is making you feel more 
hopeful than you have in a while. You’re 
letting go of distressing incidents from 
your past. You’re forgiving people who 
hurt you. And you’re open to embrac-
ing new friendships, fresh fl irtations and 
promising business contacts.

Scorpio: Oct. 24 - Nov. 2
Th ere’s a solar eclipse this week, and this 
will boost your spirits. Take your honey 
out for a hot date and show him or her 
a great time. Or hold a cocktail party at 
your place and invite all your friends over. 
Do something that carries a feeling of 
celebration.

Sagittarius: Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
You’re making progress with your social 
life. Maybe you just started dating some-
one and things are going well. Or perhaps 
you’re joining some new groups and 
meeting some nice people. Mars says keep 
doing what you’re doing.

Capricorn: Dec. 22 - Jan.19
Jupiter is bringing good energy to your 
business and career life. Maybe you’re in-
terviewing for new jobs. You’ll fi nd it easy 
to attract good off ers. Or maybe you’re 
working on getting something started on 
your own. You’ll have lots of good fl ow 
with this.

Aquarius: Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
You and a casual friend might discover 
that you have a lot in common. Maybe 
you’ll have a fabulous discussion about 
something, and you’ll discover that you 
are soul mates in many ways. Venus says 
keep exploring this special connection.

Pisces: Feb. 19 - March 20
Venus will be in your sign for several 
weeks, and this will bring a spirit of peace 
and healing to your relationships. If you 
were fi ghting with somebody, things will 
start to be better between you and this 
person now. Expect to have more fun 
with friends and family.
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COMMUNICATION 
SKILLS

CRITICAL 
THINKING

PROBLEM 
SOLVING

REAL WORLD 
APPLICATION OF 

KNOWLEDGE

THE COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES

As a history major, the study skills, writing skills, and research skills learned while 
at VSU aided my progression through the training pipeline greatly, and I couldn’t 
thank the faculty at VSU enough for giving me the tools I needed for success.”
      -- 2nd Lt. Christopher L. McGuirk, 489th FTG, USAF

* * Source: It Takes More Than a Major: Employer Priorities for College Learning and Student Success, 2013

**




