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iy Grant Fleki has underpone & facelik in
the olbsenson. A new grandstand, & new
F pragshoe, aven  NEW reeR Monster In

cuter flald (the old one & victim of Hurricane

Ivan} hove been construcled snd are ready for

thevewryear. Howeves, coach Tommy Thomas's
35th basshall odiion remains Under

construction, primady due te . revamped
MH.

allkconference rightflelder John McDonald,
sebusn Yo form the nuclens of what could be
mother productive oflensive umk. The 2004
hnmﬂm:mmmlﬂ
colleciad 180 wdm base hits.

But om Is simost shwmys the case, pitching Is
the key to e kind of season which leads o
post-0eason play where 26 of Thomass 37
provious teems have pone. And the 2005 staif Is
Tilled with question marks.

Piiching depth Is not o problem.  Thisteen

playars, including 11 rightkanders, on VSU's 50-

mmn roster maje up the stall, bul only twee

were on jest you's team. A fourth, senlor

gemes e one of three primasy starters In 2003,
Senlors Michnel Martinez (4-2, 4.12} and Puls
Robinson (0-2, 8.74) and Junlor Nickolas
mmp-zrmnnm

Ihllm.inl:llmlmm in2004, ks
mwh & major part of lltm e

5 Outlook

05

Davy Chesk, a transier from Collsge of
Chasfeston, Wil share e with Owsley ak first
bass, and senlor Brad Brown ‘Wil spall Rucket
behind the piate. Depth will be supplied by
Brandon Cooper at hird and [unior .Jud
Seymour, freshman Jaramy Edwards st fisk and
junior Jared Goff bahind the plale.

Jolning McDonald in the outfield will ba janior
Juan Alonso, a transfer from Darton JC, in conter
and junior Belan Hicks {Central Rorida CC) In leit.

Junior Cuat St and sophorons Nick James wil  ngainst
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became
In 2003 he became the all-ime winningest coach in Division I history
mmhuumum.nm'mmswmuwm

Twenty-five of his S7 toame have reached post-season play, and
olght teams, including the 1985 olub, have made it o the national
foumament with the 1670 team winning the national champlonship. As
A result, Thomeas has been the reciplent of numerous Individual awards
and honors. Following the national title year, he wes named Naonal
Coach ofthe Year for NGAA Division || by the American Bassball Coaches
Association. On seven occasions ha has besn named reglonal coach of
the ysar, onoe In the NAIA Asea V {1960) and five times in tha NCAA
South Atlantle reglon (1974, 1977, 1779, 1083 and 1385} and once In
the South Ceniral mgion {1985).

The Gd-year-old Vaidosta native recsived the BS degres from
Valdosta State, where he was 2 four-year letierman In baseball from

1959- his with a 316 average. Thomas, who
s, smed e MST dgre i Gewri St 1087

Matt Rucker

Catcher

6-0 Sensor
eesburg, GA

22

Entering his 38th season as the outstanding head coach of Vaidosts |
State's Blazer basehall tsam, Tommy Thomas has enjoved success |
gained by very few. In 37 seasons, Thomas-led teams have compiled an |
overall record of 1234-733, a .627 winning percentage. Only four times |
in thogs 37 years have the Blazers finished below .500. In 1997, he |
only the second NCAA Division || coach to win 1000 games, and |
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Brian Hicks
Left Fald

511 Junior

Fernandina Beach, F

Shannon Jeraigan, a two-year starting catcher
for Valdosta State's 1904 and 1985 clubs who spent
two seasons i student and praduste assistant roles,
'was slevaied lo the top assistant's pesition six years
200. The 30-year-old Live Oak, Fla., native recelved
his master’s degree in 1998 and Is 4 member of
V5U's kinesiology and physical education faculty.

Jemigan eamad all-conference honors his junior
502500, heiping the Blazers quallly for the confersnce
fournament. His senlor season, he commanded a
solid pitching staff which fumed in an excellent 3.43
ERA as the Blazers won thelr first Guif South
Conference champlonship. That team also won the South Central Reglonal and
returned to the Division Il World Serles for the first time sinca 1985, finishing third.

As Thomas's fop assistant, Jemigan, who is married to the former Jill Vickers,
has assumed the llon's share of recrulting duties In addition ko the everyday operation
of the baseball program. Thomas considers his top alde, who picked vp additional
exporionce as a coach in the Cape Cod Summer League, an Integral part of his
program and pradicls a bright fsture in the sport. ;

"Shannon has grown vp i this program and will continue to be a tremendous
asset,” Thomas sald. "I have great confidence in his coaching, tsaching and recruiting
abiiity. _llalas unbelievable patience, which maiee him a valuable teacher and
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