' Renewed Interest in the
.« Bayeux Tapestry lllus-
rating the Norman Invasion
 of England in 1066.

. 41‘ S ENEWED interest hes been excited during the pres-
'I }{ ‘eut war In tne famous Bayeux tapestry that is pre-
;\‘. 3

gerved In the lbrary at Bayeux in Normandy.
It depleis with wonderful detai] every incident
L i the Norman conquest of England, from the visit of King
& ‘Harold to the Narmuo court up to the battie of Hastings in
& ; 168, when William the Conquercr defeated Harold., It was
I made by Mattlda, wife of Wililam, and the ladies of har court,
I Tho tapesty moeasures 231 feot In length by 20 inches wide,
8 IL 8 Belleyed to ho the oldest representation of wartare
p France, and 18 unrivalled for its representation of anclent
mes, wWeapons and military methods. At ope time the
Gorman invaders were within twenty milgs
of Bayeux, and it is universally belleved In
France that the Germans would heve
seized this Interesting record of the art In
which they consider themeslves supreme if
they could have put their hands on ft.
b The student of strategy reads readily In
ithens quaint pictorial records that scouting, mass move-
sents, envoloping and outflanking movements were practiced
e Dnnginan ad- Sexeas; st tetrvechmonts bwere
Lily cmmirmﬂml; scouting nnd observation earried on
A ghén very much as now; that villages were burned and
toated | that the means of trunsporiation of great fighting
Mforces was conducted in the same fashion as to-day.
B Hlilalre Bslloe, the distingulshed writer on military mat-
iters, o bistorlan of no merely bookish mind, who hiss studleu
fthe wars of Europe on the field and on the road, says of these
Hapestries:
“HAt Bayeux, In Normandy, & little town as old perhaps as
“Jlour race and older certainly than our records and our re-
Hllgion, therp Is Lo be soen In the maln room of what was once
 the blghop's pslace & documeht unique in Burope. There is
" Ino other example, | think, of & record contemporary, or
| mearly contemporary, of &n event 50 remote in the history of
Christendom, detalled upon so conslderable a scale and re-
lating to & matter of such moment. It i{s these characters
combined which give to the
i Bayoux tapestry Its value.

£ “The Hayeux tapestry rep-
|| resonts thoroughly and faith.
~ fully one of the half dozen
~ aets essential to the remak-
g of Europa, an act which,
~ on ths analogy of every other
:]J’ of that early time, we should
. expect 1o recelve from a short
. and doubtlul literary account.
It is the ode ploture we have
{ of any magnitude showing us ) D 4
| the bings of the Crusading [ e o SECR L
~ torning polnt.” :
. Mr. Belloc goes on to say: |3
T must clearly be under-
stood in what conven-
tlon snd with what purpose
~ those who made this em-
| broldery worked,
| “The object of al) this kind
~ of work Iu overy age whon It
L Kae Sonstahcd (and such sges
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and Oulflanking Move-
ments, and Burnt Czhzenij\

Duwellings Just as To-day.  *

-

cover nearly the whole of human history) Is 18 estabilah PO
record, The motive ls “lest the deeds of thoss greal mas. ’
our fathers, should perish.' Now, there are & bundred WY 'S
of salisfying that motive, more or less. - i

“The oue that occurs 1o us today ls, of conrse, Inserlp
tion. But inscription suffers from two faults, First, ft s
not unlversal; gecondly, it Is jejune.

“Itils not aniversal, becauso the written characters and. .
the ledguags which they expresa cannot be universal. They ﬂ
may ke lost or they may becomsa provincisl and neglectad, ;
It is jeJune bocause full experience (s 6ot 1o bo crowded into |
&von An excess of words. What is the slternstive? If & r]
record of verbal symbol I8 §0 Loper- FT
fect and if all symbol must be sen- r
#ual, what othar sense can we ap-
proach? Homaoly hus never mads
anything of the symbelism of wmusie,
and never will. It is not flxed. Thare
remain oniy the eye aud the ploture
meant for the eye. . FEER IRYPRRREII S PRIASIES

“Now, @ a plcture, howaver rude or however perfect,
whether in the fiat or the round, you get the most permabent
record. All humanity, exeept our timo, s undarstood that.
The sppeal to the eys is the most universal, sud man be with
the least expenss of effort the most detallnd.

“Our own time will probably suffer more through the
neglect of these things, mnd poaterity will Ignors us wore
through our lack of plctorial symbol. ax

"It does not tell & future age auything to paimt & picturs
of cows at a ford. it talls & futura age very Hitla to palnt L
2 plcture of the Coronation, but to make a basrtelfef of one |
policeman holding up & motgr bus, one msn seiling pews- |
papers to another man, and %o on, ail along & frisze, would |
be to give or leave a record of London, and & record which fr
would be independent of the vitality of alphabets and idfoms.

“Now, this kind of record demands » convestion. In |
other words, it must be symbolle much more then i I8
mimetic. and that Is' the note you get in the work pre- u

served al Dayeux. Not the =

reproduction of things seen, |
but the perpetuation of thelr
ideas: a few fgures stand.
ing for & host: an emblem
defining man: an eplsode .
noticed In #a simpiest ]
termas.™ !

Scores of interes facts
can be learned !r;:'thn 3
wonderfully realistic draw-
ings by the Intelligent stu-
dent rot military affalrs. Wa i
ses, for jostance, that Wii- |
fam the Congueror was woll
supplied with horses In his

difficult lo transport them
in the small opan ships of

The possession of the cav:
alry was probably an lmpor
Victory tor Wilie e

or ™, hecaus

the Saxon soldiars were ea-
tirely without horses.
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