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SLUG:  TEST TUBE ETHICS EOH:

IS  DR STEPTOE’ S SUCCESSFUL EMBRYO TRANSPLANT THE PRELUDE TO A 

BRAVE NEW WORLD OF "P E O P L E -F A C T O R I E S " . OR IS  THE TECHNIQUE 

ETHICALLY JU STIFIABLE? TAKING THE FORMER VIEW,

 DAILY EXPRESS (AKA DAILY EXCESS)  EDITOR DEREK JAMESON 

SOUNDS A HEADLINE ALARM:  " WE COULD GET BABY FARMS, MASS 

PRODUCED K ID S , 1 98 4  S IX  YEARS EARLY.  THE ONLY PARALLEL IS  IN ABOUT 

9 4  FRANKENSTEIN FILMS. "  THIS I S  AN EXTREME VIEW (AND PERHAPS 

REVEALS A TRACE OP SOUR GRAPES-JAMESON LOST H IS B ID  FOR EXCLUSIVE 

COVERAGE CP THE BlRTH . )  DR.  ANN MCLAREN, DESCRIBED AS THE FORMOST 

BRITISH  AUTHORITY ON ANIMAL EMBRYO TRANSFER, TAKES ISSUE WITH 

JAMESON:  " T H E   TECHNIQUE WHICH I USE IN ANIMALS (AND STEPTOE USED 

ON MRS BROWN)  YIELDS NO KNOWLEDGE WHATEVER WHICH WOULD HELP OTHER 

SCIEN TISTS TO DEVELOPMENT AN ' A R T IF IC IA L  PLACENTA'  TO KEEP A 

FETUS ALIVE FOR VERY LONG OUTSIDE THE WOMB.  TEST TUBE BABY IS  A 

MISNOMER (F O R  THE BROWN- STEPTOE C H IL D ), ' EMBRYO TRANSPLANT'  IS  

BETTER, EMBRYO TRANSPLANT IN FACT MAKES FUTURE TEST TUBE BABIES 

LESS LIKELY BECAUSE IT  ELIMINATES MOST REASON FOR WANTING THEM.  

I F STEPTOE IS  NOT BRINGING ON A BRAVE NEW WORLD, SOME HAVE 

QUESTIONED THE SAFETY OF EMBRYO TRANSPLANT ON OTHER GROUNDS,
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IN 1 9 7 4 , B R IT A IN 'S  MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL REFUSED TO AWARD 

STEPTOE AND EDWARDS A GRANT FOR EM RYO TRANSPLANT WORK,

FEARING THAT BABIES BORN AFTER TRANSPUNT MIGHT BE MORE 

LIKELY TO HAVE b i r t h  DEFECTS, ACCORDING TO A SPOKESMAN FOR THE 

COUNCIL. STEPTOE WAS TURNED DOWN BECAUSE INSUFFICIENT WORK WITH 

a n im a l s  h ad  b e e n  d o n e  t o  sh o w  t h a t  w ork  on  HUMANS w a s  s a f e ,  

t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  A B R ITISH  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h ic h  b e s t o w s

MEDICAL RESEARCH FUNDS SAYS THAT. IF  STEPTOE APPLIED FOR MONEY

TODAY, h e  w ould  p r o b a b l y  not g e t  IT  d u e  TO continuing u n c e r t a in t y

ABOUT THE RISK  OF BIRTH DEFECTS.

"N O N S E N S E ."  RETORTS DR DOUGLAS FAULKNER, AN ANIMAL 

BREEDING S P E C IA L IST  AT EDINBURGH UNIVERSIT Y .  " E G G  TRANSPLANTS 

HATE BEEN WIDELY DONE IN ANIMALS WITHOUT DANGEROUS EFFECTS. "  

DR MCCLAREN GOES EVEN FURTHER:  " o n c e  THE FETUS IS  SAFELY 

DEVELOPING IN THE WOMB, MY EXPERIMENTS WITH ANIMALS SHOW THAT 

THERE I S  LESS CHANCE OF ABNORMAL BIRTH THAN IN NORMAL CONCEPTIONS,"

TEST TUBE CHILDREN MIGHT HAVE AS GOOD OR BETTER ODDS OF BEING 

BORN PHYSICALLY NORMAL AS ANYONE ELSE,  BUT THEIR MENTAL HEALTH 

UNDER THE HOT. UNRELENTING T .V .  LIGHTS IS  ANOTHER MATTER.

PUBLICITY MIGHT WARP THE C H IL D 'S  PERSONALITY, MAKE HIM SEEN A 

FREAK TO OTHERS AND TO HIMSELF. " a PU BLICIZED (T E S T  TUBED C H I L D " ,  

SAYS GUARDIAN EDITOR PETER PRESTON. "N IG H T  BE FORCED TO LEAD 

H IS L IF E  WITH A BLANKET OVER H IS  H E A D ."  AT ONE T IM E . DR MCLAREN 

AGREED WITH PRESTON. BUT NO LONGER, " I O N C E  SAID T H A T  I  F E A R E D  

EMBRYO TRANSPLANT CHILD WOULD BE VIEWED AS A CROSS BETWEEN A VIRGIN 

BIRTH AND A FRANKENSTEIN MONSTER. BUT I THINK PUBLIC OPINION IS  

CHANGING. PEOPLE ARE g e t t i n g  USED t o  THE IDEA,  SOME OF THE 

ALARMIST CHARGES HAVE BEEN SHOWN F A L S E ."  CONCERN FOR THE 

W ELLBEING OF THE CHILD I S WHAT LED THE DAILY EXPRESS TO AVOID
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PRINTING t h e  f a m i l y  NAMe  WHEN IT BROK THE TEST TUBE STORY  

a h e a d  oF THE PACK LAST WEEK. BUT WITHIN TWENTY FOUR HOURS THE

NAM E W AS OUT. THE CHILD M AY BE REGARDED AS A FREAK BUT H E 

O R SH E IS LIKELY TO BE A  VERY W EALTH Y FREAK .
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