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There i s  growing unease among the dozens o f  out o f  town newsmen in other 
as they compete fo r  sn ippets o f  inform ation about Mrs. Brown and the 
progress o f  her pregnancy. Their worry is  shared by lo c a l  rep orters  on 
the Oldham Evening Chronicle (which cla im s, apparently c o r r e c t ly ,  to  
have broken the s to ry , having reported  A pril 20 that the w orld 's
f i r s t  te s t  tube baby would be born in  J u ly ).

The newsmens' problem is  summed up in  t he sn arlin g  comment o f  a 
a t  Sprawling Oldham and d is t r i c t  general h osp ita l Wednesday to   reporter   
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near the entrance to  theMarron M aternity U nit, the o ld , r e d -b r ick , fo u r -

storey bu ild in g  where le s le y  Brown awaits her confinem ent.

" 'You b a sta rd s ," the guard  sa id , "d o n 't  you care about 
the baby." L a t e r , a p orter  at the entrance slammed 
and locked the door when a rep orter  approached, 
y e ll in g : "Get out o f  here! I ' l l  c a l l  the p o l i c e . "

 
Right above h is head, on the top (fou rth ) f l o o r ,  is  Mrs.  

 Brown's room, the only one with lace  cu rta in s , to  fru s tra te  
cameras. She can look  ou t, but the cameras cannot see her.

Newsmen worry that the baby w il l  be born dead, or deformed. I f  th is  
happens, They expect Steptoe and others to  lay  the blame on the
press. On  

 two separate occasion s in recent "illegible word" he put out statements to  be c ir cu la te d  
to a l l  newspapers through the press a sso c ia t io n  asking the media not 
to  publish  the name and address o f  the mother because she was 
o f  a temperament su scep tib le  to  the sort o f  pressures i t  would impose 
on her. Then, when the D aily  Express ran i t s  story  about
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Mrs. Brown on July 11, using everything but her name, 
Steptoe issued another statem ent, saying "pressure by the media 
could endanger our p atien t and her c h i ld ."  sim ultaneously, 
o f  course, with S tep toe ' s b le ss in g ,  A ssociated  Newspapers 
(D aily  M ail) bought the world r ig h ts  to  the s to ry , and on July 12 
id e n t if ie d  the woman.

" I t  was something o f  a surprise  t he r e fo r e ,"  huffed  t he Oldham 
Evening C hron icle , " to  see th at, fo llo w in g  a f in a n c ia l  deal w idely 
estim ated at £325,000 pounds, the very fa c ts  which Mr. Steptoe had 
prev iou sly  regarded as p o te n t ia lly  harmful were immediately a va ila b le  
to the D aily M ail, and, o f  cou rse , w ith in  the time i t  takes to  change 
an e d it io n , to  the r est o f  the w orld 's  newspapers to o .. .M r . Steptoe 
always pledged that the f i r s t  to  be to ld  the se cre ts  o f  the p rocess , 
the d i f f i c u l t i e s  and dangers, would be the m edical p r e s s . . . . I t  should 
be done immediately, and no deal over syndication  r ig h ts  should a f fe c t  
the p u b lica t io n ."

   
 

 The S tep toe -Edwards exp lanation  of th e ir
r e c o mmendation t o t he browns that they 

go ahead and sign was as fo llo w s : "For some weeks we have been concerned 
about the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  d is tre s s  being caused to  our patien t by the 
overwhelming a tten tion s  o f  the press. We have been approached with 
o f fe r s  by a number o f  newspapers, both B r it is h  and fo re ig n . We advised 
Mr. and Mrs. Brown to  con sider these o f fe r s  fo r  two reasons— f i r s t ,  to  
gain fin a n c ia l se cu r ity  fo r  them and th e ir  ch ild re n , and secondly , 
because both we and they b e liev ed  that a con tra ct with one newspaper 
would be the best means o f  c o n tro llin g  in tru sion s by certa in  se c tio n s  
o f  the p re ss ."  With an oldham s o l i c t o r  a ctin g  as go-between, the  

Browns— guided by s te p to e -e dwards— decided to  con tra ct with 
associa ted  newspapers. S tep toe -Edwards sa id : "we would lik e  to  make 
i t  c le a r , in  view of the uniformed specu lation  which has appeared, that 
neither o f  us has entered in to  any con tra ct o f  any sort with 
associated  newspapers Group L td ., or  any other o rg a n iz a tio n ." U ntil 
a fte r  the baby’ s b ir th , they sa id , any m edical b u lle t in s  would be issued
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through the Oldham Area heal th a u th o r ity ."  This has been done, but 
precious l i t t l e  has been re lea sed . Meantime, the da ily  mail has been 
d ribb lin g  out comments from Mrs. Brown, while the re s t  o f  the 
press gathered at oldham has been fr a n t ic a l ly  try in g  to  breach  
the se cu r ity  esta b lish ed  around the browns. Newsmen have t r ie d  to 
button -hole  and photograph Mr. brown as he entered and l e f t  the
h osp ita l. They shoot p ic tu res  o f  Dr. 
Steptoe as he zooms past in  h is  white mercedes. Steptoe has taken to  
coming out o f  odd doors where he knows newsmen w il l  not be. There are 
fron t and rear doors to  the m aternity u n it, and i t  can be en tered , as 
w e ll , from another wing to  the s ide .

Said Edwin Warren, spokesman fo r  Oldham area health  a u th ority : 
" I t  seems i f  you move anything, there is  a rep orter  behind i t .  One 
reporter  had the nerve to  pose as a v is i t o r  and go in to  the m aternity 
bu ild ing  question ing p a tien ts . That sort o f  thing is  in t o le r a b le ."

At the the d a ily  mail sta tion ed  rep orters  ou tside Mrs.
Brown’ s door to  keep out the o p p os it ion , and anybody e ls e  not 

 
wanted, and the h osp ita l went along by r e fe r r in g  a l l  in q u ir ie s  

about the browns to  the da ily  m ail. There was an outcry  from 
opposition  newspapers about th is , and the area health  authority  qu ick ly  
removed the mail men and replaced  them with se cu r ity  guards from a 
private firm , and announced that the area health  a u th o r it ie s  would  
undertake to  issue b u lle t in s  henceforth . Newsmen now are banned from 
the h o sp ita l. Onl y v i s i t ors  the browns want admitted are allowed 
in ; th is  in clu des daily mail representatives, of course.

Because tempers at the h osp ita l are g e tt in g  sh ort , and because 
newsmen r e a liz e  they w il l  be blamed i f  anything goes wrong, on ly a 
few reporters  are staking out the h osp ita l grounds to  try  and grab Mr. 
Brown and steptoe. The odd photographer s t i l l  i s  shooting Mrs. Brown's 
window. Sun rep orters  today claim ed they got a p ictu re  o f  Mr. Brown 

scampering in to  the h o sp ita l. But fo r  the most p a rt , newsmen 
are le a v in g  the h o sp ita l a lone.  Press headquarters 

 Belgrade Ho t e l .  The bar i s  f u l l  o f  newsmen p ick in g  each 
ot h er ’ s rumors. The D aily  mail con tin gen t, about "illegible word(s)" strong, keeps to 
i t s e l f .  They say they have been forb idden  to ta lk  to other rep orters .
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They eat at a table by them selves, drink by them selves. The o p p os it ion , 
in fu r ia t e d  by the stone w a ll, is  working on various lo w e r -le v e l workers 
at the h o s p ita l, in  hopes o f  ge ttin g  in form ation , s lip p in g  them twenty pound 
notes.

Opposition newsmen say the D aily  Express account o f  how 
the express traced Mr. Brown (through h is  car lice n se  ta gs) is  
baloney. They say the express probably 

paid somebody at the h o s p ita l , or otherwise in  the 
know, to  poin t out mr. brown.

One o f  the most s ta r t lin g  and unsavory rumors
c ir cu la t in g  at the h o s p ita l, and elsewhere in  town, is  that the bomb scare 
at the h osp ita l on Friday evening was engineered by a re p o r te r , or 
photographer, in hopes that the h osp ita l a u th o r it ie s  would evacuate the 
b u ild in g , and that in  th is  fash ion  a p ictu re  cou ld  be made 

  

o f  Mrs. Brown as she walked out (o r  was wheeled ou t) o f  the b u ild in g . 
Perhaps an on-the-run interview  to o , who Knows?

The fr id a y  drama began sh ortly  a lte r  5 PM when a man telephoned the 
h osp ita l p o r t e r 's  lodge , 
and lo c a l  newspapers, warning te r s e ly : "T h ere 's  a bomb in the m aternity 
w in g . . . i t  w il l  go o f f  at 7 PM." A f l e e t  o f  embulances was rushed to  the 
maternity bldg in case p a tien ts  had to  be taken away, and a f i r e  engine stood 

by. P o lic e , using p r in ce , a labrador trained  to  s n i f f  out exp lo s iv e s , 
and h osp ita l s ta f f  made an exhaustive search o f  the m aternity wing, but 
found nothing. About 65 p a tie n ts , in clu d in g  Mrs. Brown, were taken to  
a neighboring unit about 40 yards away, through a  
connecting co rr id o r . They did  not go ou tside . Dr. Steptoe was in  the 
h osp ita l at the tim e, and kept a ca re fu l check on Mrs. Brown as she was 
moved down from her to p - f lo o r  room by e le v a to r , and through the
connecting c o rr id o r . A h osp ita l o f f i c i a l  sa id  i t  was a l l  over in  about 
an hour or so. He sa id : " I  ju st can ’ t say i f  the c a l l  was made because 
o f the p u b lic ity  over Mrs. Brown being in the m aternity u n it— i t  may 

 ju st have been c o in c id e n ta l ."  Nobody r e a l ly  b e lie v e s  that. 
The c a l l  was made because Mrs. Brown was there. Sai d another  

o f f i c i a l :  "Whoever made the c a l l  must Have a s ick  mind. A shock lik e

that could put any m other-to-be at r i s k . "
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newsman,
Is i t  p o s s ib le , ju st p o s s ib le , that some demented newsman,  

perhaps having had one too  many, p u lled  th is  stunt? L et’ s 
hope not. The cops are in v estig a tin g . But with rumors l ik e  th a t, no wonder 
the doctors and nurses at Oldham general are g e tt in g  fed  up with the 
press.

Tonight (Wednesday) we reached the s te p to e s ' home, through th e ir  
u n listed  number. Mrs. Steptoe answered. She lis ten ed
p o l i t e ly  to  our request fo r  an in terv iew , talked o ff-te le p h o n e  to 
her husband fo r  a good f iv e  m inutes, returned to  say: "The answer is  
no. H e's sorry , but he c a n 't  ta lk  to  anybody u n t il  a fte r  the
baby is  b orn ." Then she sa id , "He reads Time qu ite o ften  on a irp lan es 
when h e 's  t r a v e l l in g ."  We asked i f  Dr. Steptoe 
would answer some questions i f  we put them down on paper and d e liv ered  
them to him. Negative. in  Oldham that

It  is  the b e l i e f  o f  informed sources 
Steptoe and edwards had every in ten tion

o f  being part o f  that syn dication  deal w ith associa ted  newspapers, and
ismay s t i l l  become part o f  i t — a fte r  the baby i s

born , and i f  the baby is  healthy. According to  sources, The 
National Enquirer thought i t  had  
a deal fo r  exclu sive  r ig h ts  sewed up with Steptoe-Edwards, under which 

Steptoe and Edwards would share the money with the Browns. But 
The doctors were persuaded that a B r it ish  o u t f i t ,  associa ted  newspapers,

should have i t .  Although Steptoe-Edwards have 
announced that they have no con tra ct with A ssociated newspapers, or 
anybody e ls e , i t  would not surprise  in s id ers  to  see them sign
up fo r  th e ir  s to r ie s  a fte r  baby brown appears. Talk i s  that S tep toe - 
Edwards backed o f f ,  f o r  the present at le a s t ,  because o f  the published 
reminders in  many papers that they had promised to pub lish  th e ir  work 
in  a reputable s c ie n t i f i c  journal f i r s t .  Sources do not b e lie v e  that 
the brown fam ily w il l  get anywhere near the £300,000 which is  what 
associated  newspapers i s  reported  to  have paid fo r  the world r ig h ts . The 
f in a l  cut may w ell be £100,000 fo r  the MM Browns and £100,000 each 
fo r  Steptoe-Brown.
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I f  Steptoe-Edwards are cut in  on the syn dication  money, i t  i s  not 
thought they w il l  c o l l e c t  i t  them selves, but that i t  w i l l  go to  
the ch a rita b le  tru st which they set up f iv e  years ago to  fu rth er  th e ir  
work in  helping c h ild le s s  couples.  I t  i s  c a lle d  the Edwards- 
Steptoe research tr u s t , and is  adm inistered by 
S teptoe ’ t^ a n k  manager, Edward Owen. C ontributions to the

fund u sually  are small and almost always comes from 
ch ild le s s  couples. R eportedly the fund never has reached more than 
£4,000, and three months ago i t  was down to  about £1,000. Mr.
Owen to ld  a reporter  in  a p r i l :  "The money f lo o d s  in  a fte r  he ’ s (S tep toe) 
been on a lectu re  tour abroad. Then we get small sums from a l l  over the 
w orld, but I don’ t think we’ ve ever had a s in g le  con tr ib u tion  o f  more 
than £500. Now that Steptoe-Edwards seem on the b r i nk o f  su ccess, i t s   
hoped the fund w il l  r e a l ly  take o f f .  Owen was quoted in
a p r i l :  " Big  organ ization s won’ t g ive a l o t  o f  money unless they are 
seeing concrete r e s u lts . I f  research  is  s t e r i le  so i s  the re a c tio n . But 
now the doctor  is  on the fr in g e  o f  achievement I ’ m keeping my fin g e rs  
crossed . We hope that i f  the fund was r e a l ly  sw elled  we could found a 
much b igger laboratory  and take on more s t a f f  to  teach the techniques 
to other workers in  the f i e ld  throughout the w o r ld .”

Insiders say S tep toe -Edwards dream o f modern research center
o f  th e ir  own, to  fu rth er th e ir  work. T h is , o f  course, cou ld  cost 

m illio n s . I f  the te s t  tube baby a rr iv es  healthy,  a foundation  or 
organ ization  might  finance i t .  In   a 

newspaper interview  published in  May, 1977, Steptoe  
said he ju st d idn ’ t have the f a c i l i t i e s  at Oldham General h o s p ita l, 
and at  Dr. Kershaw’ s Cottage h osp ita l (about a m ile away from  
Oldham General) where he has conducted h is  research  work,  

to  keep up with the demands. He said there were not the 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  or the money, to  deal with the hundreds o f  women who came 
to him fo r  help. Steptoe said  he had f a c i l i t i e s  to  deal with 
perhaps 60 to  70 cases a year o f  women with damaged, or
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badly-d iseased  fa llo p ia n  tubes, but many more women  
were in need o f  treatment. Steptoe was quoted: " I  would obviou sly  
lik e  to  devote a l l  my time to  cases lik e  th ese , in the experim ental f i e ld .  
But you have got to  remember that there are a l l  the hundreds o f  other 
cases o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  which must be d ea lt with as w e ll ...T h e re  are people 
being re ferred  to  us from a l l  over the country and we have medical 
reports o f  cases in other parts o f  the w orld, but we can ’ t accept as many 
as we would lik e  because we are r e s t r ic t e d  by the number o f  beds a llo ca te d  
to us and by the f a c i l i t i e s  we have. ” Steptoe said the area
health au th ority , h osp ita l management bod ies and the reg ion a l health  
authority  a l l  d id  " m a g n ificen tly ,"  managing on the money which could be 
a fforded . But i t  wasn’ t enough.

Steptoe sa id : "People have an id e a l i s t i c  view o f  m edicine. They don’ t 
re a liz e  th a t, nowadays, the m edical p ro fe ss io n  exp ects  to , 
one, work in  p laces where there is  the equipment and labora tory  serv ices  
and so fo r th , and two, they can be considered  to  be adequately rewarded 
fo r  the r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  that they have to  ta k e ."

In th is  interview  la s t  year, Steptoe agreed that the tem ptation to  work 
abroad was th ere , and added: "In  a few years time we w il l  have many  
younger doctors leaving the h osp ita l serv ices  here. ’’ The story  noted 
that " in  h is tra v e ls  around the w orld, Dr. Steptoe has seen f a c i l i t i e s "  
which made h is  look  "p r im itiv e . While men in h is f i e l d  such as Dr.
Landrum B. S h ettles has the run o f  Columbia U n ivers ity , New York, 
and another leading research er, Yu-Chih Hsu is  backed by Johns Hopkins 
u n iv ers ity , Messrs. Steptoe and Edwards have been turned down in the 
past by the Medical Research cou n cil in  th e ir  p lea  fo r  b e tte r  f in a n ce s ."

Steptoe has sa id  in  the past that he’ d lik e  to see a c e n t e r  
estab lish ed  fo r  the so le  purpose o f  studying human reproduction . Such 
a center would examine s t e r i l i z a t io n ,  con tra cep tion , conception  and 
the p ioneering f i e ld  o f  te s t  tube babies.

Back in 1962, addressing O ldh am  rotary  c lu b , steptoe 
said a medical s p e c ia lis t -c o n s u lta n t  has to  be " fr e e  o f  f in a n c ia l  
w orries. How can you make important d ec is ion s  about other p eop le ’ s l iv e s  
i f  you are w orried about your own economic background? But there are no 
r ich e s , compared with those to  be made in commerce  or industry . Any man 
who goes in to  medicine with the idea o f  making a lo t  o f  money is  a f o o l . "
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"On the question o f  r e s po n s ib i l i t y , Steptoe sa id : ' I always ask myself 
whether I am doing good by usi ng a k n ife  on a p a tie n t. I f  the answer is

use i t .  I f ’ y e s , ’ then I go ahead.’ " end ta k e’ n o , ’ then I don’ t

one. More to  come.


