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Announcements

Gwozde performing at VSU Friday

The VSU Department of Music presents Lee Gwozdz, organist,

Friday at 7:30 p.m. at Whitehead Auditorium. Gwozdz is in his

32nd year as director of the Corpus Christi Cathedral in Corpus

Christi, Texas. He’s also the executive director of The Cathedral

Concert Series. His Valdosta performance is free and open to the
public.

Catch a ride to Saturday’s game

Student Life is providing a bus to the VSU-Kentucky State game
Saturday in Waycross. $10 covers transportation, a ticket and a
“swag bag.” A VSU ID is required to board the bus. The deadline
to register is Friday.

The Blue and You

“The Blue and You” gives students and police the opportunity to
safely discuss recent national events. The get together will be held
today at 7:30 p.m. in Jeanette Hall.

Hostesses/Servers wanted for

OKTOBERFEST

Sat. Oct. 1% - Sat. Oct. 15
LUNCHTIME ONLY
0:30am - 3pm

Choose Your Own
Free Days To Work

in Lakeland, GA
(25 min from Valdosta)

Call

|[FREE TRANSPORTATION! 229-300-7068

Weekly Informational Sessions
al the Center for International Programs

Wed: [T am- Noon  Thurs: 1-2 pm
No Appointments Necessary!

rgia Avente” studyabroad@va]dos, '
B “f“ e Mudent Health Center - 229 335 %Io

Tewt
o)

HOW TO REGISTER TO VOTE

If your address is now different than when you

registered, you must correct your voter registra-
tion information. As a university student, you may
choose to register to vote here in Valdosta or at
your permanent address.

Register in the Student Union Rotunda or

ballot.

Register in the Student Life Office
Third floor of the Student Union, 8 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Monday — Thursday and 8am-3pm
Friday. Requests for Absentee Ballot are also

available at the Student Life Office (you will need

Pedestrian Mall on Sept. 29 from 9 a.m. to 5

p-m. The Student Life and Student Affairs office

is open 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday—Thursday and
8am-3pm on Fridays. Questions? Contact 229-

333-5674 or 229-333-5641.

Register Online at the Georgia My Voter page
https://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do

to mail it to your county elections office).

Register at Valdosta/Lowndes County Board of
Elections

Registration forms may also be completed in

person at the Lowndes County Board of Elec-

On the My VoterPage you can also: check your

registration status, find out your poll location;

check locations of early voting and see a sample

SGA meeting features guests, music
Senator Richard Brito’s band performs

Hunter Terrell
Stare WRITER
hiterrell@valdosta.edu

VSU’s Student Government As-
sociation hosted its weekly meet-
ing with the addition of four guest
speakers as well as a performance
from a senator’s band.

The first order of business came
from Shawn Pippen. He provided
the senators with updates about
VSU’s annual Haunted Trail. Pip-
pen asked senators to come out,
promote and encourage student
participation, stating “word of
mouth is very effective.”

Pippen said there will be ven-
dors down Azalea Trail this year
and there will be different nights
such as College night, Greek
night, etc.

The Haunted Trail is expected
to run Oct. 24-28 and price will
range between $2-5 depending on
night.

Shannon McGee, director of
Auxiliary Services was the next
guest to speak to the senators. She
provided the senators with the re-
cent changes VSU has made with
the dining service, Aramark.

McGee said Which Wich will
turn over construction Oct. 1.
Palms will be getting new paint
and flooring, sautéed vegetables
at the pasta line and a Mongolian
grill section. She also mentioned
that the Blazer Sports Grill plans

to start a 2 for $20 deal similar to
Applebee’s or Chili’s.

McGee encourages students to
come talk her about any problems
they be have experienced with
dining services.

“Most complaints come from
social media,” she said. “I have
gotten one phone call. If you have
a problem, please let me know.
Feel free to give feedback.”

The new Auxiliary building is
located on Patterson St. across
from the University Center.
McGee said she cannot promise
she will always be in her office,
but she promises to always meet
students’ needs first.

Next on the list were student
presenters Michaela Willing-
ham, Morgan Fambro and Maya
Jackson promoting their female
hygiene drive, HerGeine.

The group presented to SGA for
assistance in promotion of their
service.

HerGeine’s mission is to “en-
courage individuals to fall in love
with taking care of themselves
mind, body and spirit.”

Personal care products for any
gender are accepted: toothpaste,
deodorant, menstrual products,
etc.

Collected items will go to
students, The Haven and different
residential halls.

There will be a raffle at the end
of the drive and four giveaway

tions, 2808 N Oak Street, Valdosta. Telephone:
229-671-2850. You can also pick up absentee
ballot requests.
Website: http://www.lowndescounty.com/224/

Voting

baskets. Winners will be random-
ly drawn.

HerGeine will take place
beginning Oct. 12-24 on Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 11
a.m.-2 p.m. in the Student Union.

SGA senators are fully behind
HerGeine and have decided to
have a donation box set up at their
weekly SGA meetings to help
support as well.

Former senator, Devin Spencer,
presented current SGA senators
with his previous and current
responsibilities on VSU campus
in hopes to return to the SGA
council.

Sen. Shayla Slappey made the
first motion of discussion and vot-
ing on Spencer’s return to SGA.

The senators agreed to sus-
pend the current regulation of
the week-long waiting period to
conduct a member into SGA.

After Comptroller Erin Shaw
announced that name tags and
shirt orders were in, President
Maya Mapp continued with invit-
ing all senators to an exclusive
luncheon.

To wrap it all up, Sen. Richard
Brito and his band, The Cookout,
left the meeting with an inspira-
tional moment performing the
song “Don’t Dream it’s Over.”

Senators also voted on chang-
ing weekly meetings to 7 p.m. on
Mondays instead of 8 p.m.

The Spectator Classifieds

The Spectator prints
free classifieds for current
students of Valdosta State
University only. These must
be no more than 40 words,
or a $18.50 charge will ap-
ply. Classifieds for faculty,
staff, student organizations,
student-owned businesses
and the general public cost
$13.90 for up to 40 words.

Ads should be sent to the
Spectator or delivered to our
office in 1238 Hopper Hall.
The deadline is 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, a week prior. If payment
applies, it should be submit-

ted in a sealed envelope at
the time the ad is placed or
paid via Mastercard, Visa,
Discover or electronic check
online through Aimee Napier,
Advertising Manager. Email
Aimee Napier at Spec_ Ad-
vertising@valdosta.edu to
pay online.

Ads must be accompanied
by the name and phone num-
ber of the person submitting
the ad. Students must also
submit their VSU Student ID
number. Ads must be resub-
mitted each week, as neces-

sary.

The Spectator address
is: 1500 N. Patterson St.,
Valdosta, GA 31698. Our
email address is spec_ad-
vertising@valdosta.edu.

The Spectator reserves the
right to reject any classified
ad. All ads are subject to
standard editing procedures.
The Spectator is not respon-
sible for mistakes due to a
submitted error. The catego-
ries for classifieds include:
For Sale, For Rent, Sublease,
Wanted, Roommate, Services,
Personnels and Employment.

vsuSpectator.com

VSU Students

$595

Run Your Ad
Here FREE!!!

$495
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NEW,

Pipeline leak jacks up gas prices across state
College students affected from Atlanta to Valdosta

Evelyn Dunn
Starr WRITeR
eadunn@valdosta.edu

Georgia is in a state
of emergency because
of a leak discovered
in a major pipeline on
Sept. 9. The pipeline
spilled over 300,000
gallons of fuel in cen-
tral Alabama, causing
major fuel shortages
and increased prices
across the southeast.

According to ABC
News, the ruptured
line, which is owned by
Colonial Pipeline, was
discovered by workers
when the stench of fuel
and dead vegetation in
that area was appar-
ent. However, the leak
could not have flowed
into a better place, and
the company was re-
ported to be extremely

lucky.

Mathew Teague of
The Guardian ex-
plained the fuel spill
happened in an eco-
logically sensitive en-
vironment, but it only
flowed into a retention
pond a few yards away,
so the fuel didn’t have
a chance to flow into
any major rivers, like
the Cahaba, where it
would have disrupted
wildlife significantly,
leading destruction in
its wake for endan-
gered species and other
organisms along that
river system.

Experts reported
to The Guardian that
some of the fuel could
be salvageable. The
company has over 500
workers on the site.
However, the fumes
from the fuel are so

strong they had to close
down the roads nearby
and the airspace above
the area.

Teague also reported
dams have been estab-
lished downstream to
stop any fuel that might
have escaped the reten-
tion pond. That way it
can be stopped in its
tracks before it impacts
the river system too
much.

The major concern
across the southeastern
states now is the fuel
shortages that are al-
ready starting to affect
them. Georgia, North
Carolina and Ala-
bama’s governors have
all declared a state of
emergency from this
Crisis.

Colonial opened an-
other line last Wednes-
day, ABC News

reported, so it can
start carrying fuel to
the states in need. The
pipeline runs parallel
to the one ruptured,
and typically carries
diesel and other petrol
chemicals.

Gas prices have also
increased and some
regions of the states are
more affected than oth-
ers. Atlanta for instance
has skyrocketed since
the incident.

“I had to fill up
on gas to get back to
Valdosta, and the most
expensive price | saw
for regular was $1.79,”
said Macy Miller, who
attended Music Mid-
town in Atlanta two
weeks ago.

Valdosta has also
been affected by the
gas shortages, although
not as expensive as

Islam

Atlanta, they have
jumped up a few cents
too.

“My dad told me to
drive the 20 minutes
to Florida to fill up on
gas,” Rachel Santagato,
junior, said. “It’s just
too expensive up here.”

Luckily, there have
been other means pro-
vided for customers to
know which gas station
they should use. The
GasBuddy app is a way
for people to track the
availability of gas in
their area.

They have activated
the tracker to work in a
least six states, includ-
ing Georgia, which
provides a better and
more efficient way of
motorist getting gas.

Evelyn Dunn/THE SPECTATOR

This Mobil gas station on St. Augustine Rd is one
of many in Valdosta that raised its prices since the
pipeline leak on Sept. 9.

Understanding

Professors educate students on religion

Brian Williams
Starr WRITER
brianm@yvaldosta.edu

VSU’s College of Arts and
Sciences kicked off its an-
nual Speaker Series with its first
installment of “Understanding
Islam” Sept. 20 at 7 p.m. in the
Hugh C. Bailey Science Center
Auditorium.

Professors Dr. Cristobal Serran-
Pagan, Dr. Babacar Mboup, and
Mariya Chakir as well as Dr.
Mouyyed Hassouna of Tallahas-
see Community College and Dr.
R Kirby Godsey, the chancellor
of Mercer University, gathered to
speak to a full house of students
and guests about various aspects
of understanding Islam.

Topics included a brief history
of the Islamic religion, Muham-
mad’s life, “how do we save our
religions” and the different forms
of government and how they
agree or oppose Islam.

Islamic women and their roles
in society were examined, from
gender equality to economic
statuses. Men and women are
both expected to hold the same
responsibilities while maintaining
independence. Overall, the views
of Islam are intended to promote
equality in all genders and races,
per the panel. They added that Is-
lam doesn’t prevent technological
and scientific advancements.

Power point presentations were
given, a video explaining the
history of Islam was played and
parts of the Qur’an were inter-
preted as believed by the speak-
ers. The Qur’an is the book on
which all Islamic foundations are

based upon.

Symbolism in Islam was
discussed, from the relevance of
the moon and stars to Muham-
mad’s journey to aspects of the
lunar calendar. The Five Pillars,
guidelines to the religion, were
also explained. Following the
Five Pillars is how one achieves
goodness in the religion.

Dr. Godsey said “Christianity
and Muslim religions have been
hijacked.” He went on to discuss
the “dark side” of religion that is
being controlled by “fear and ig-
norance.” The speakers identified
religion as two things: an answer
to all problems in human lives
and a challenge to all answers in
human lives.

They touched on radicals and
extremist views, saying that the
aforementioned fear is respon-
sible for terroristic acts, not the
religion.

In the end, a goal of a common
world religious tolerance was
announced and ways to achieve
them is hoped for by the speak-
ers. The panel wishes to continue
having “Understanding Islam”
events in the future in hopes that
our school, country and world
will understand Islam.

Islam has over 1.6 billion
followers. It is the world’s fast-
est growing religion because,
according to the speakers, it “is
not forced” and the majority of
conversions are self-instigated.

Contact Dr. Mark Smith, asso-
ciate dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences, at (229) 333-5699

or marksmith@valdosta.edu for
any questions you may have.

Grad

Finale

FALL 2016

Your one-stop shop for
all graduation preparation!

WHEN:

Tuesday,
October 4, 2016
10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Purchase Cap & Gown.
Check Your Graduation Status.

Check Out VSU Graduate Programs.

Take A Picture with Gradlmages.
Have Resume Critiqued.

Sign-Up for Mock Interview Workshops.

Wednesday,
October 5, 2016
10:00 am - 6:00 pm

WHERE:
Student Union
Bookstore

1st Floor

Order Class Ring & Announcements.
Checkout Graduation Items.

Join The 1906 Society.

Join Our Alumni Association.

Get Info About Financial Assistance.
Sign-Up for Amazing Door Prizes!

www.valdosta.edu/commencement
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GAP releases controversial photo

Tiana Foster
Starr WRITER
tifoster@valdosta.edu

On April 2, clothing retailer
Gap released a campaign ad on
Twitter along with the caption
“Meet the kids who are proving
that girls can do anything.”

Like any other campaign ad,
there were other pictures released
to the public.

Problems began after revealing
a particular picture of four girls,
ages 5 to 14, from the Le Petit
Cirque group.

As seen in the ad, an older
white girl rested her elbow on
top of a young black girl’s head.
While the two other white girls
held an acrobatic pose.

The picture immediately caught
the attention of many Twitter
users. Some viewed the image
as ‘passive racism’ while others
admitted that they would not sup-
port the brand due to the content
of the ad.

A few days later Debbie Felix,

a Gap representative, apologized
to anyone who felt offended after
receiving comments that the ad
was racially insensitive. Gap also
removed the image from their
site.

As a result of past racial occur-
rences in America, citizens are
more emotionally conscious to
situations involving race.

Companies with a huge audi-
ence, such as Gap Inc., have to
make sure to cater to the different
backgrounds of their supporters.

The supporters invest their
money and expect for there to
be equality displayed in the ads,
customer service and job oppor-
tunities.

I don’t think that Gap had
any malicious intentions when
shooting for this campaign ad.
When I looked at the picture I
noticed four little girls all color
coordinated showcasing Ellen
DeGeneres’s new collaboration
with Gap.

I didn’t pay too much attention
to the ethnicity of the girls or the

pose that was condemned as
racist.

I do feel as though the pic-
ture can be taken either way
and would be left up to the
reader’s interpretation. The
lack of emotion in the black
girl’s face could translate to
some as a state of her being
powerless.

Changing some minor de-
tails like the positioning of the
girls could relay the message
of ‘female empowerment’ bet-
ter. The absence of diversity
could have also upset minori-
ties.

Mathew A Cherry, a former
NFL player, presented a dif-
ferent argument using a Gap
ad that displayed a similar
pose in 2015.

This time the ad showcased a
black girl resting her arm on a
white girl’s head, raising ques-
tions of whether the two pictures
were that different from one
another.

Due to the conflict that the ad

elicited, an apology from Gap
showed the company’s appre-
ciation of its audience opin-
ions. GAP took it a step further

replacing the image with different

photos that encourages both girls

GAP

and boys to be themselves.
Despite the ad being disturbing
for some, the campaign produced
some other awesome pictures.
The limited edition collection
was released days later.

Let college relationships happen naturally

Shanice Barnes
Starr WRITER
shabarnes@valdosta.edu

When is the right time to be in
a relationship? One may never
know the answer to that ques-
tion.

Many people believe you meet
your spouse in college; the rest
of us want to focus on achieving
our college degree and building
a foundation for ourselves before
we commit to a relationship.

College is filled with struggles,
and being in a relationship can be
a huge struggle for many of us.

The majority of college stu-
dents are extremely busy. Trying
to balance school, work, and a
social life can be very stressful
and some students feel that add-
ing a relationship to the mix just
adds more stress.

Although you may be drown-
ing in schoolwork and feel over-
whelmed, you shouldn’t rule out
a relationship even if you feel you
may not have the time to devote
to one. If love finds you don’t be
hesitant to form a relationship
with the person, especially if she

or he possess all the traits you
may be looking for in a signifi-
cant other.

Don’t think of a relationship
as added stress, think of it as
always having your own personal
cheerleader. Someone who’s
always building you up, rooting
for you to succeed and can truly
understand what you may be go-
ing through. No one understands
the stress of being in college
more than someone who actually
experienced it.

The best thing about having a
relationship in college is that you
both are on the same page and
have a common goal. You both
understand that you may not be
able to spend every waking mo-
ment together, but you cherish the
time you do have together.

Many people like to wait until
they’re financially stable and es-
tablished in their careers to form
a relationship. But the greatest
part of being in a college rela-
tionship is building and growing
together.

Being able to go through the
different stages with a person is

definitely worthwhile and can
make your relationship 10 times
stronger. It will all be worth it in

Fotolia/MCTCAMPUS

A couple considering their relationship.

the end when you have the satis-

faction of seeing each other reach

your career goals.

Don’t force it. The best rela-
tionships will be the ones that
form naturally.

Current game of football too dangerous for young developing brains

Eboni’ Register
Stare WRiTeR
ebregister@valdosta.edu

The dispute on concussions
has been a past and topical issue
within football. It varies between

professional leagues and national
collegiate associations which dis-
miss the well being and concerns
for players’ mental health.

With multiple injuries oc-
curring all over the nation, you
would expect speculations of

changing the game of football
would be greater than it is to se-
cure the safety of those who play.
Growing up, many of our
childhood role models, heroes
and idols are built off of those
that we see on TV: Actresses, ac-
tors, models, singers,

broadcaster and the
most lionized, profes-
sional athletes.

This group of elite
individuals live well
are paid suitably with
the lifestyle that they
worked most of their
lives to have.

We want our ath-
letes to live the same
kind of long healthy
lives that flourish
after a long career.

Repetitive concus-
sions and Chronic
Traumatic Encepha-

lopathy will con-

mcTcampus  tinue to be a trend

of athleticism that needs to be
corrected within associations
and medical contracts, if these
men are to remain the greatest of
all-time.

If we can not protect our men
on the field, how will we be able
to control them as erratic CTE
patients who are unaware of how
they’ve gotten to a point of life
where memories are faded?

The NFL can change the
amount of yards on kick-offs in
hopes to reducing the speed of
collision, placing independent
neurologist on the field and
changing playing rules. There
are always more ways and room
to improve.

Less tackling is among other
suggestions, but many people
think that would change the game
too much.

Some individuals claim
helmets are a solution to head
injuries, but improvements to
helmets only do more to protect

the skull.

No helmet will ever be able
to keep the brain from moving
inside the skull.

The game of football should
be changed ahead of the National
Football League for the well
being of upcoming players and
those currently within associa-
tions to ensure that any injuries
on and off the field be recorded
and tracked throughout the career
of athletes.

Sure, professional athletes are
adults and make the decision to
put themselves in danger, but
children don’t get to make their
own choices.

It is the parents who decide to
put children in the game of foot-
ball, and while the child may be
excited and willing, they are not
aware of the serious damage that
could be done to their brains.

Adult brain damage is danger-
ous enough, but to a developing
brain, it’s even worse.
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Cantasia creations help end hunger

Kimberly Cannon
Starr WRiTer
kecannon@valdosta.edu

VSU hosted Cantasia, a compe-
tition in which groups used their
creativity to build structures out
of non-perishable food donations,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Sept. 28 on the Pedestrian
Mall.

Collections totalled 4,704
pounds of food.

Cantasia was sponsored by
VSU’s chapter of the Public Rela-
tions Student Society of Amer-
ica and the Southeastern Credit
Union Fill-a-Truck campaign.

Eight groups registered to build
can structures: Nicholas Rachels
and Savon Jackson, Finance and
Administration, Human Re-
sources and Employee Develop-
ment, the Red Hots, Mathematics,
Model Mentors, Honors Student
Association, and Kappa Delta,
according to Aaliyah Houston,
the Public Relations Director of
VSU’s chapter of the Public Rela-
tions Student Society of America.

Groups who only wished to do-
nate food, not to build structures,

were not required to register and
brought donations to the Pedes-
trian Mall. Those donations were
used to create a Mountain of
Hope.

At 3 p.m. the structures were
judged by Thressea Boyd, Presi-
dent of the South Georgia Chapter
of the Public Relations Society of
America, Courtney Gooding, As-
sistant Vice President of Market-
ing for Southeastern Credit Union
and Eliza McCall, Chief Market-
ing Officer of Second Harvest
South Georgia.

One winner was chosen based
on the amount of donations and
another winner was chosen based
on the sculpture.

The prizes included a $25 gift
cards for Sam’s Club and Target.

“Canned Castles on the Com-
mons” was created by Dr. Serini’s
PR Plans and Campaign class
in Spring 2016,” Houston said.
“The 2016-2017 PRSSA Board
elaborated on the idea and imple-
mented ‘Cantasia.”

Cantasia promoted awareness
for National Hunger Awareness
Month and food donations ben-

FOR STUDENTS BY STUDENTS

Stress-free midterm study tips

Kelsey Dickerson
Courece Lire Epitor
kedickerson@valdosta.edu

Midterms have begun this
week, so it might be time to pol-
ish your studying skills.

Many students have tips and
tricks that help them memorize
material and quickly understand
chapters and notes from their
classes.

“I try to study for at least an
hour and then take a 30 minute
break; that’s usually what I do,
because your brain will stop
absorbing material if you study
for hours,” Cheyenne Erving, a
senior chemistry major, said.

Some students suggested
taking advantage of the library,

instead of keeping homework at
home.

“I study best during the day
between classes because at night
at home [ won’t do it,” Brady
‘Whitehouse, a senior theater
major, said.

Shanel Brock, a senior mass
media major, also found studying
outside of her room much easier.
“I don’t like to study at home...I
like to study on campus or in
an environment where [’m not
distracted,” she said.

The library also has a few
marked “Quiet Zones” which are
usually not as full as and much
quieter than other areas, ac-
cording to Rhesa Hyde, a junior
sociology major, “I like being in
quiet zones [in the library] be-

Honors Student Assosiation counts cans while taking apart their creation.

efited Second Harvest of South
Georgia, a hunger-relief organi-
zation and a member of Feeding
America.

The donations made during
Cantasia were added to the city of
Valdosta’s Fill-A-Truck contribu-
tions, and if a semi-trailer could
be filled by the food donations,
then the Southeastern Credit

cause there’s less distractions,”
she said.

“Finding a quiet place is nice.
It helps if you have a group of
people you can study with who
don’t distract you,* Autumn
Denmark, a senior theater major,
said.

Distractions, like cellphones
and other electronics, can also
keep you from focusing on your
notes during your set studying
time.

“['You should] try to put your
phone up, put it away in your
bag and turn it off,” Justin
Thatch, a junior computer infor-
mation systems major, said.

Thatch, along with a few other
students also rely on writing
notes while they study, not just

Union will match the donation.

“It takes 20,000 pounds of
food to fill one truck, and, if the
Fill-a-Truck campaign is success-
ful, two trucks will provide more
than 26,000 meals for those in
need in our area,” Houston said.
“We want to help create a hunger
free South Georgia.”

According to Feeding Ameri-

in class. “Read and take notes on
what you read,” Thatch said.

One student said she benefited
from writing down notes even
if they were available electroni-
cally. “I write everything down
and then I study that way,”
junior psychology major, Elexia
Walton said. “If it’s [the class
notes] like a PowerPoint online I
write it down because it’s easy to
remember it that way.”

“I always go back and forth,”
Ratu Rabelo, a criminal justice
graduate student, said. “When I
write notes, I write pages and |
highlight in the book at the same
time. When we do timed tests it
helps me to go back and forth
[between pages and the book].”

Y Expand Your
Experiences at VSU

VISIT THE GRADUATE SCHOOL'S
INFORMATION TABLE

For AN ArpLICATION FEE WAIVER & SAVE!!

At THe GRAD FINALE!

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

OCTOBER 4 & 5
10am - 6pm

Kelsey Dickerson/THE SPECTATOR

ca’s Map the Meal Gap project,
Second Harvest of South Georgia
serves 30 counties, and there are
around 160,030 food insecure
people within that service area.

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture defines food
insecurity as an inability to access
enough food for a healthy and
active life.

Stick around

for a graduate
degree! We offer
over 60 graduate

programs to meet

1st Floor, Student Union Bookstore
www.valdosta.edu.gradschool

229-333-5694

your needs; online
or on campus!
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Next Week:

A look at Cedric Hollingshed. The Blazer

running back scored two touchdowns in

the game against UWF. He also was the GSC

Freshman of the Week after the game.

VALDOSTA STATE UNIVERSITY

Cross Country looking to build toward conference meet

Juda Dukes
Starr WRITER
ildukes@valdosta.edu

The VSU cross country team
has been running against perfec-
tion since the first meet in August.

Head Coach Todd Smoot said
he hopes the team will continue
improving so they will be better
prepared for the conference and
regional meets.

Smoot seems very optimistic
about the upcoming meet Oct. 1
in Huntsville, Alabama. He said
he thinks there will be some new

personal records made in Hunts-
ville because North Alabama
“always puts on a good meet.”

Smoot said he expects the
women’s team captain, Jacinda
Miller, and men’s team captain,
Connor Dalrymple, to be among
those to create new personal
records along with others.

Smoot said there are some
teams VSU will be on the lookout
for during the next meet.

“We need to make ourselves
noticed to a couple of teams,”
Smoot said.

He said North Alabama and the

University of West Alabama are
two schools that are on the team’s
radar.

“Those two schools are within
our abilities to surpass and so we
will be fighting them pretty hard,”
Smoot said.

Smoot said the trip to Hunts-
ville will be the farthest the teams
will have to travel all season, and
the seven hours of sitting is not
going to be good for his teams
because they like to move around.

“They’re not looking forward
to the drive but they’re look-
ing forward to the competition,”

Soccer still searching for first win

Juston Lewis
Starr WRITER
justlewis@valdosta.edu

After going winless
during conference play
so far, VSU Soccer still
is looking for the first
win of the season.

Last Friday, VSU soc-
cer hosted the Univer-
sity of West Florida in a
Gulf South Conference
matchup. The Blazers
fell by a result of 5-0.
With UWF being a
conference powerhouse
traditionally, the team
knew what they were
getting into.

“We knew coming in
we needed to be a bit
more defensive mind-
ed,” Cory Harbinson,
graduate assistant coach,
said.

The team’s defensive
game plan led to UWF
beating the Blazers in
almost every offensive

category. The Argos
had 18 shots with 12 on
frame. They also had 11
corner kicks to VSU’s
one.

Harbison attributes
the wide margin in shot
differential to the overall
game plan. “We game
planned to take less
shots,” Harbinson said.
“This result could’ve
been more but our goal
keeper came up big and
our defense stepped up
in a lot of areas.”

Alyssa Curtis contin-
ued her historical season
in goal by adding seven
saves to her season total
bringing her to 58 at the
end of Friday.

At the half, VSU
trailed by three, but
they continued to fight
and remain aggressive
throughout the game. In
the 74th minute, Megan
Muffley was cautioned
for charging into the

keeper while going for
a header that was in the
air.

“We just kept telling
them to believe, keep
fighting and overcome
this challenge,” Har-
bison said. “There are
going to be challenges
that come our way every
day. If we want to grow
as a team we have to
embrace them.”

After the loss, there
was only one thing on
Harbinson’s mind: win-
ning.

“Three points, no
excuses,” Harbison
said about his expecta-
tions for the next game
against Spring Hill.

The Blazers were on
the right path to col-
lect its first win during
the game, but Mother
Nature got in the way.
In the eighth minute,
Riley Tenant netted her
first goal of the season.

After multiple weather
delays and an equalizer
from Spring Hill, the
game was called off due
to rain.

During the match, the
Blazers took 14 shots, a
high on the season, mir-
roring the same aggres-
siveness and intensity
that was displayed in the
second half of the West
Florida game.

The next game will
feature another GSC
rival: the University
of West Georgia. The
Wolves are 6-3 overall
and 2-2 in conference
play. This will be a cru-
cial game for the team
if the Blazers want to
stay alive in postseason
contention. The game
will take place Oct. 1 at
the Athletic Field House
in Valdosta.

Follow us on Twitter: @VSUSpecSports

Smoot said.

Besides the seven hour drive,
he added the teams are excited
for the meet and “they’re look-
ing forward to going up against
Gulf South conference and region
foes.”

Smoot also said the temperature
difference in Northern Alabama
compared to Valdosta will work
in their favor.

“I believe they will wake up to
the coolest conditions they’ve had
which will help them because of
their training temperatures here,”
Smoot said.

While Smoot expects to do well
at the upcoming meet, he said the
end goal for each meet is to be
better than the previous meet. He
said the team wants to be at their
best for the conference meet on
Oct. 22 and the regional meet on
Nov. 5.

“It’s a building process and so
far the teams have been building
on what they’ve done so far,” he
said.

VSU will look to keep building
Oct. 1 in Huntsville, Alabama, at
9 am.

KYLE DAWSON/THE SPECTATOR

Raymond Palmer, a junior defensive back, was voted as the VSU
Football Player of the Game after the West Florida game on Sat-
urday, Sept. 24. Palmer had an interception late in the game that
stalled a UWF comeback drive. He also added four tackles in the

win.

Advising for Spring ‘17 Has Begun!

Get Started Now With
VSU Centralized Advising
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The University Center
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Dante Robinson rushes in to help take down the UWF ball carrier.

Robinson: hometown hero

Linebacker leads VSU defense to solid start

Juston Lewis
Starr WRITER
justlewis@valdosta.edu

Dante Robinson is a home-
town kid who is making a name
for himself with VSU Football.
Robinson went to Lowndes High
School and helped it get to the
Georgia 6A State Playoffs in
2013.

I’'m really a hometown guy,”
Robinson said on why he chose
VSU. “I’ve been around here for
a while and I liked this program.”

Robinson is a junior linebacker
for the Blazers, who currently
have a 2-1 record after two strong
defensive showings.

In the season opener against
Albany State, the Blazers defense
made a large impact on the game.
Robinson lead the charge with
two interceptions and six tackles.

“I just want to better my team,”
Robinson said. “I want to get us
to a championship and push my
linebackers to be the best in the
nation by any means necessary.”

Robinson shows his grit and
grind through the post-practice
drills he runs. While his team-
mates leave the field, Robinson
stays and tries to become even
better by working on various
defensive drills.

“I just try to listen to my
coaches,” Robinson said. “They

put us in spots where we can be
successful so I just do whatever
they tell me.”

Robinson is a leader on the
defensive side of the ball, but he
acknowledges offensive players
for pushing him towards overall
success.

“I think Roland is a good leader
and Jordan Germany is very vo-
cal on the field,” Robinson said.
“He’s someone that pushes me to
become better.”

Robinson’s efforts on defense
earned him the Gulf South Con-
ference Defensive Player of the
Week earlier this season.

He is second on the team in
sacks with one. He’s also second
in tackles with 13 during this
season, while also tied for most
interceptions on the team with
two.

Robinson is studying educa-
tion. He’d like to go to the NFL
but if not, he’d like to become a
teacher.

“I want to be a math teacher
and coach football,” he said.

Robinson and his teammates
will go to Waycross riding their
momentum from the West Florida
game. Robinson will look to lead
the defense as the team faces
Kentucky State at a neutral site on
Saturday at 2 p.m. in Waycross,
Georgia.

Ray Pack Jr./THE SPECTATOR

Robinson had six tackles and two interceptions against ASU. He is second on the team with 13 tackles.

Stone Creek Golf Coulrse

- Affordable Student Rates for
18 Holes of Golf

- Affordable Student Memberships

PGA Professional
On Site
For Lessons

ComE PLay Our
CHAMPIONSHIP QUALITY
T dagolf.com

4553 Greenway Drive, Valdosta 229.247.2527 ext.2
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Thur, Oct 6
Serpent”

1

“Embrace of the

h Auditorium
, 6:30-9:30 p.m.

CULTURAL EVENTS

Thur, Oct 13 1) e/« VAR Tonight! Thurs, Sept. 29
“Nine Queens” “También Editing in the Hispanic Cultures
Psych Auditorium la Lluvia” Book & Table Restaurant,
1204 U.C. Theater Downtown Valdosta
7-9 p.m. 6-8 p.m. 6-8 p.m.

'SPANISH CLUB’ EVENTS

. ng with M 01 Enoménga
Tomorrow! Fri, Sept.30

Latino Conversation Partners : Susan Wehling
Student Union Ballroom A
o Tues, Oct. 18
Wed. Oct.12 National Security & Immigration
Movie “Under’ the S.ame Moon” Arts & Sciences Speaker Series

7-9 p.m. Bailey Science Center Auditorium
== (place TBA) 7-8 p.m.
|
» Fri, Oct. 14
" Hispanic Dance and Dinner e

Magnolia Room, University Center
6-9 p.m.

'

(For more info on these movies call 333-5948 orvisit
http://www.valdosta.edu/colleges/arts-sciences/-
modern-classical-languages/)
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