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Il'anrhecter,3
Jan,18,1940C

Dedarest Dottle and ¥iddies,

Fere T am in ry new office and how
very stranwe it seews as you can well iiagine.T arrived here
vesterday afternoon at 3:30.Géorrse met re at the train and we cane
up to the office first for a rfew inutes and then went to the
iidland Fotel where George had reserved a room for re.Tt is the
only good hotel in X'anchester,very nice though.it any rate I won't
rerain there loneg but will get busy iliwiediately and start looking
for a flat.I am afraid that it will be a rather difficult job to
find something satisfactory.There is naturally no such choice as

here is in Ionden but I hope to find a little place that T can
fix up with some of our own things.If you are not coanfortable in
your own dwelling,I should imagine lfanchester would be pretty
deadly.The town itslef offers very little.It is a dreary looking
rlace at best and at this tire of the year it is awful.JI under-
stand however that the country outside is very lovely.

I had such a rush of it the last two
weeks I was in london that I had no opportunity to settle down
long enough to write a long newsy letter.You can aprreciate Jjust
what a rush it was getting cleared up at: the office after treineg there
for alrmost six years and attending to the packing of the furniture
at the same time.Fortunately with all of the wives evacuated,I was
sprared anyt heavy social activity.Tt was hopeless to sell the electric
washine machine hut I turned the refrigerator back to the gas co.
Everything else I had shipped up here except the two rugs which
011iff sald you gave to him,the rugs in Isura's and Sonnie's rooms.
Davies Turner sent the stuff up by motor van and it is here now in
storage.T will eet around to see it today or tomorrow.¥verv day I
become more convinced that it 1s very fobdlish and expensive as
well as troublesome to own a lot of furniture.lmvbe T will be able
up here to dispose of the washing machine and other things that
are surplus.

Tvervone vas very sweet to rie before I

left the office and T feel that they really hated to see me eo.

T Aidn't realize how ruch a part of the place I had become until
it was time to leave.T hated like the very devil to leave.Il think
hough that I am going to enjoyv lManchester and working with George.
Believe me T am pleesed that you are spared all the dirt and fog
here.You can't keep. your hands clean 30 seconds and that is no
exaggeration.This is a very important and wealthy industrial cityv.
George says that the people are most friendly and hospltable and
he really likes it.His wife is in the US but he is tied up on a
lease until Auecust.Fe mentioned my living with himr but as we hoth
realize doing that would mix up the question of rent allowance.T
don't know what the Bepartment will do in that direction whether
they will classify ne as & bachelor or as a married man with my
family only temporarilv evacuated./&ve decidééeé to trv for the
married allowance but it might not work.This question of finances
rets worse.I am afraid that I will also get a lower post allowance
than in ILondon.As a matter of fact I sm sure that I will but the
cost of living should be lower.l can only try it out for a month
or so and see how it works out.it anv rate the bank is paid off.
“hat a comfort.That £15 a month hurt.




As I said everyone here,that is London,wvas sweet to ue
before I left.The officers gave rme a fine silver cigarette box
inscribed "for our colleague and friend".!'r Erhardt presented it
to me in the presence of all the officers and I had to rake a
reply which wasn't ~o00d nor tad either althousrh the others were
kind enough to say that it was very avnproplate. T erhardt said
some extremely nice things that I verv much appreciated.The nicest
surrrise I had howvever was a beautiful fountain pen with stand of
green marble with a very suitable inscription engraved on a silver
plate.There is also & mote pad on the marble slab.all in all it is
a very inmpressive gift and was ~resented to re by the memberd of
the staff.I wras very touciied for it was a real token of friend-
ship.The dav I left I had lunch with kv Frhardt at the St.Janes
Clubt.lionday night I had dinner with Jeff Revely.Saturday I went to
a little poker party eiveb for me bv Russ at his flat.Those present
were: Jeff Revelev,7alton Ferris,Paul Seddicum and X# I.=d was
feeling rotton and couldn't go.’e had a very eood evening,no one
lost nuch.I broke even.l had a number of invitations including
Bim Brown and Ted Achilles to gfo out and spent the night in the
covntry rut turned them @ll down.I haven't been feeling too well
and tire very easily.The strain of leaving ILondon was bad enough
without piling a lots of parties on top of it.

The pictures came and they are lovely.I don't know which
I like best but believe that I prefer the one that you used for a
New Yeras Card.The cards arrived the 16th and I mailed them the
same dayv.I sent a few around the office besides the ones you had
sent over.The others T will send out as names occur.The mails are
so slow now that there is no need of feeling radly as to time of
arrival of anythine.Your letters have been taking approximately
one rionth to core over.l was surprised to near that you had not
received one of my letters for I have sent them all via Alr Mail.
The service has been much delaved recently because of bad weather.
Rob Fuwer finally suiled on the Rex out of Iishon.It was impossible
to cet any assurances as to the departure of a Clipper ship. e
had & letter from hir fro: Lisbon stating that Cile is well on
the road to recovery now so there was no urgent rush,

There is very little Iondon news to pass on.The office
continues on the sare,svamped with immigrants.iside from that,the
work has fallen off considerably.The nare of my friend is James
cKenna.Don't write to the Department gromwsing.lIt only gets us
into their had hooks.Take what comes and do the bhest you can is
the best motto for this service.l am sure.Zgervone thought the
picture grand and send their love to you all.TI haven't received
the @hristrmas letters from the children yet but hope to receiwve
them soon.T know that vou are enjoyirg the lovely Frorida sunshine
and all of vour old friends and new ones.Rationing is in effect now
and its bad.Sufar,butter.bacon and soon meat.Two little lurps of
sugar are all you are allowed at a meal.Il suspect we will be ewen
more closely rationed before it is allover.But whats the odds everyones
spirits are good.ss soon as I have had a dav or two to look around
T ill write fuller details of lianchester.ioams of love to each
and everyone of you and take good care of yourselves and do write
often.God Rless You,
Devotedly,




