VALDOSTA STATE SPORT HISTORY

== BASEBALL
VOLLME ONE







r\.

PREFACE

Enclosed, you will find the statistical history of Valdosta State College
baseball, from 1955 through 1977. This is Volume |, The Years. It contains,
to the best of my knowledge, each, and every player, who ever batted, or pitch-
ed for Valdosta State, and that player's correct, yearly statistics.

Volume |1, The Players, contains year-by-year, and career statistics on
each player in Valdosta State baseball history, and also includes hitting totals,
pitching totals, tournament records, and all the other records that make baseball
a statisticians dream.

| want to thank, Steve Roberts, Gene Felts, Bill Thomas, Coach Tommy Thomas,
Coach Bill Grant, the 1976 Blazer baseball team, and Dr. Floyd Toth, for their
help in the preperation of these volumes. | especially want to say, ''thanks,'"
to my wife, Jody, for putting-up with me while | prepared this work.

All the mistakes are mine. That includes-- statistical, pictorial, spelling,
typing, and characterization. | hope that my grammar, and other English usage
is correct. Even if it is not, | assume that you will still get the meaning.

Because of the lack of scorebooks, from the 1955, 1956, 1957, 1958, 1959,
and 1961 seasons, statistics from these years are as correct as possible. Please
bring to my attention any errors in this text, and | will include corrections
when this volume is updated in 1982. | hope that you enjoy reading this book
as much as | enjoyed preparing it.

Dave Waples

Athletic Department
Valdosta State College
Valdosta, Ga. 31601

IMPORTANT DATES IN VSC BASEBALL HISTORY

1954-- First baseball season ... went 3-2 against JUCO competition. 1955-- First
season of ''official' intercollegiate competition ... with Walter Cottingham as

coach, VSC was 6-5. 1958-- VSC joined the Georgia Conference (GIAC). 1959--

Gary Colson became coach, as VSC went 10-11. 1960-- Bill Grant became coach, and

VSC won the GIAC title (15-5), but had to vacate because of inelgible players.

1962-- Coach Grant finished constructing Rebel Field, and VSC joined the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA). 1965-- VSC won their first
"official' Georgia Conference championship, and received a bid to NAIA District-25
play. 1968-- Tommy Thomas became coach ... VSC went 15-9 this season. 1969--

VSC won both the GIAC, and the District-25 tournament ... entered NAIA Area-5 play-
offs for the first time ... had the best record in history (27-10). 1970-- Repeated
GIAC, and District-25 titles. 1971-- Again, repeated GIAC, and District-25 titles.
1972-- Won Georgia Conference, and District-25, for the 4th. consecutive year. 1973--
Nickname changed from Rebels, to Blazers ... won NAIA District, and Area, and competed
in the NAIA World Series for the first time in history ... dropped frcm GIAC. 1974--
Won the newly formed South Atlantic Conference, and the NCAA Regional ... competed in
the NCAA World Series ... joined the NCAA. 1975-- received a bid to the NCAA Regional.
1977-- Won the South Atlantic Conference, and hosted the NCAA Regionals ... won the
Regionals on a bottom-of-the-ninth, two-run-homer by Craig Viers, to advance to their
second appearance at the NCAA World Series. '

Valdosta State has had three first-tzam All-Americans-- Gene Felts by the NAlA in both
1972, and 1973; Sam Bowen by the NCAA in 1974; and, Viers by the NCAA in 1977. Alsc,
three Blazers were named second-team, NCAA, All -American-- Skip Fite, Steve McDiffiit,
and Cecil Whitehead (all in 1977).
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1955 RESIME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

Valdosta State began its baseball program in 1954, playing a 5-game junior
college schedule, winning 3, and losing 2. In 1955, under the prodding of fresh-
man, baseball nut, Emory Mobley, Coach Walter Cottingham made baseball an official
sport, by embarking on an 11-game schedule, along with several exhibition games
against JC's. The VSC athletic teams (which only included basketball and baseball
at this point) received a nickname in the Spring of this year, when the student
body voted to adopt the REBEL as their mascot.

This first VSC team suffered from a lack of funds, equipment, and coaching.
Mr. Cottingham acknowledged his lack of expertise about the game, and practices
were haphazardly held, and organized. Players often had to supply their own bats
and balls, and the campus area (where Patterson Hall is now located) where practice
was held, was both bumpy and unfit for suitable drills.

Most games were played on the road (a few were held at Pendleton Park, where
Valdosta's Class-D team performed), often on 2 and 3 day road-trips. Private cars
were used for travel, with Coach Cottingham's station wagon being the least desir-
able, since the coach had a propensity for often running along the berm of the road.
Mobley, when forced to ride with the coach, demanded (and wore) the catcher's
equipment; sitting in the back seat, and holding on for dear life. As the wagon
began its treacherous trip, Mobley would always yell, '"Give it some gas, 'Mad-Man-
Muntz'."

The Rebels went 6-5 this first year, beating Piedmont and Oglethorpe three
times each, but losing to the more experienced clubs from Georgia Teachers, and
North Georgia. Marvin Hatcher (3-2), and Bob McElvey (2-2) handled the majority
of the pitching chores, and suffered from both wildness, and shoddy fielding on
the part of the team.

Hitting was sufficient, with right-fielder Roy McQuaig (.395), shortstop Gene
Gray (.356), and center-fielder Bob Green (.333) leading the way, but against top
pitching offered by Teachers and North Georgia, the Rebs suffered, scoring only 12
total runs in their five losses.

These first team members, however, were pioneers for players that would later
put Valdosta State on the baseball map. Had these men had the advantages of good
coaching, proper equipment and practice facilities, their record would have been
much better.

THE LIRRARY POUND HALL ON NORTEH CAMPUS




VALDOSTA STATE

1955 Baseball

~INAL STATISTICS
won 6 - lost 6

AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB

Roy McQuaig, rf 38 12 15 - .395 -— - - -
Gene Gray, ss 4Ls 15 16 - .356 -—- - - -
Bob Green, cf 36 9 12 .- .333 - - - -
Marvin Hatcher, p 15 4 5 -- .333 -— - - --
Noel George, 3b Ly 6 12 .- .273 -— - - -
Emory Mobley, 2b 37 7 9 - .243 -—- - - --
Ed Deaton, 1b 30 6 7 - .233 -— - - -
Bill Long, c 32 6 7 - .219 -— - - -
Bob McElvey, p 13 5 2 - .154 - - - -
Jack Knight, If 35 11 5 .- .143 - - - -
TOTALS 358 86 97 = 27 -— - - --

(Murray Comer, rf 7-2, .286; Larry Massey, rf 7-2, .286; John Nossick, 1b
8-2, .250; Jack Bates, If 8-1, .125; Ashley Hill, If 2-0, .000; Sam
McGowan, rf 1-0, .000)

WON LOST PCT,

Jack Knight 1 0 1.000
Marvin Hatcher 3 2 .600
Bob McElvey 2 2 .500
Roy McQuaig 0 1 .000
TOTALS 6 5 .545

VSC 19, Piedmont ........... 1

VSC 6, Piedmont .o.eovuun.. 0
(L) vsCc 3, Georgia Teachers ... 7
(L) vsC 3, Georgia Teachers ... 14
(L) vsc 0, Georgia Teachers ... 13

VSC 21, Oglethorpe ......... 2
VSC 7, Oglethorpe ......... 0
VSC 10, Oglethorpe ......... 3
VSC 11, Piedmont ........... 9
(L) vsC 3, North Georgia ...... 5
(L) vsc 3, North Georgia ...... 8

NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistics available, are shown. Only those
game results available, are calculated into statistics. Only games versus
senior, degree-granting, college institutions are calculated into statistics.

Georgia Teachers is now Georgia Southern.




Row One: Sam McGowen, Murray Comer, Jack Knight, Buck Pafford, Ashley Hil, Jack Bates. lh_n\' Two: Fd Deaton,
Johu Mobley. Gene Gray, Robert McElvey, Milton Blaine, Bob Green, Nocl George, Coach Cottingham.

The Administration Buildin:; as seen from Patterson Street.




. MISS VALDOSTA STATE COLLEGE
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1956 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

1956 was a '"'bummer'' for VSC baseball. After a successful 6-5 beginning in 1955,
the Rebels dropped to 2-8 against senior college competition. The club had Marvin
Hatcher back as their ace, but the Columbus, Ga. native suffered from anemic team
offense and could only show a 2-5 mark for his efforts.

¢ Left-fielder Dick Smith, who saw limited action, led the hitters with a .400
average, but no regular hit over the prized .300 mark. The loss of stalwarts Roy
McQuaig and Noel George helped lead to the team's downfall, and only sophomore
center-fielder Ashley Hill (.244), and third-baseman Gene Gray (.279) supplied
any offensive power.

Coach Cottingham saw the season begin on a losing note, by dropping two single
games to Florida Southern (5-4 and 6-0) in Lakeland. The Rebels did defeat North
Georgia 8-1, behind Hatcher's four-hitter, but could win only one of three from
Piedmont, while losing two to both Georgia Teachers and North Georgia.

ASHLEY HALL

Tennis Class in Session. ’ Student Golfers Tue Off.




VALDOSTA STATE

1956 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won 2 - lost

AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
Dick Smith, If 20 4 8 - .400 - 20 >
Charles Sheffield, of-p 10 1 3 -- .300 - - - - v -
Gene Gray, 3b 43 6 12 -- .279 - - - -
Ed Deaton, 1b 37 3 10 -- .270 - - - -
John MclLeod, ss 38 4 10 -- .263 - - - -
Walter Bartee, of 12 1 -- .250 -— - - -
Ashley Hill, cf 4 5 10  -- .2kl —- - - -
Joe Wilson, 1b-of 39 4 8 -- .205 - - - -
Emory Mobley, 2b 25 3 5 -- .200 -— - - --
Joe Tarpley, c 32 6 6 -- .188 -— - - -
Marvin Hatcher, p 16 4 3 -- .188 -— - - -
Hugh Stephenson, inf 16 1 2 -- .125 -— - - -
TOTALS 343 42 82 -- -239 - - - --

(Chip Washington, p 7-2, .286; Billy Watson, ¢ 4-0, .000; Garmon Joiner, 1b
2-0, .000; Jimmy Devane, p 1-0, .000)

WON LOST PCT, Y

Marvin Hatcher 2 5 .286
Charles Sheffield 0 1 .000
Chip Washington 0 2 .000
TOTALS 2 8 .200

(L) vsC L4, Florida Southern .... 5

(L) vsCc 0, Florida Southern .... 6

VsSC 8, North Georgia ....... 1

(L) vsc 8, North Georgia ....... 9

(L) vSC 5, Piedmont ......ov.... 6

(L) vSC 1, Georgia Teachers .... 10

(L) vsC 1, Georgia Teachers .... 8

VSC 10, Piedmont ............ 6

(L) vsC 2, Piedmont ............ 3

(L) vsC 3, North Georgia ....... 13

NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistics available, are shown. Only those
game results available, arz calculated into statistics. Only games versus «
senior, degree-granting, c>llege institutions are calculated into statistics.

Georgia Teachers is now Geor jia Southern. «




JO ANN DANIEL

Montezuma, Ga.

C.

US.

33



VALDOSTA STATE

1957 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 2 - lost 7

~ AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3R W SB

Noel George, ss 31 12 13 -- 419 - - - -
Gerald DeLaney, 3b 32 2 10 -- .313 -- - - -
Emory Mobley, 2b 30 7 8 -- .267 -— - - -
Ashley Hill, cf 25 6 6 @ -- .240 -— - - -
Joe Tarpley, c 33 5 7 -- .212 -— - - --
Johnny Purvis, 1f-1b 29 2 6 -- .207 -— - - -
Bob McElvey, p-of 20 4 4 -- .200 - - - -
Bennie James, of 10 1 2 -- .200 -- - - -
Dickie Allen, rf 28 1 4 -- .143 -_— - - -
Joe Wilson, 1b 14 2 2 -- 143 -_— - - --
Chip Washington, p 16 1 0 -- .000 -— - - -
TOTALS 296 46 64 -- .216 — - - -

(Ben Wood, rf 7-1, .143; A.J. Jarvis, rf 9-1, .111; Jack Rowe, p 8-0,
.000; Jim Hathaway, 1b 3-0, .000; Jack Bates, 2b 1-0, .000)

WON LOST PCT,
Bob McElvey 2 2 .500
Jack Rowe 0 2 .000
Chip Washington 0 3 .000
TOTALS 2 7 222

(L) vsC 7, Florida Southern .... 15

(L) vsCc 5, Florida Southern .... 7

(L) vsc 6, Piedmont ............ 9

- VSC 8, Piedmont ............ 7

(L) vsC 6, North Georgia ....... 8

(L) vsC 3, North Georgia ....... 6

(L) vsc 1, Jacksonville ....... 4

VSC 8, Piedmont ............ 7

(L) vsC 2, No-th Georgia ....... 3

NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistics available, are shown. Only those
game results available, are calculater into statistics. Only games versus
senior, degree-granting, college inst.tutions are calculated into statistics.



1957 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

On paper, the 1957 edition of the baseball Rebels appeared as a ''sure-fire"
winner. Noel George was back (after a year at South Carolina to play football),
and would play short. Emory Mobley was at second, and while he was known as
'"good-field, no-hit," he was tough in the clutch. Gerald Delaney, one of the
school's best ever players, was at third, with Johnny Purvis and Joltin' Joe
Wilson sharing duties at first. The veteran Ashley Hill was in center, with
Dickie Allen in right, and Purvis, Bennie James, and Bob McElvey sharing left.

Behind the plate was super catcher Joe Tarpley. All of this and a dismal .
2-7 record. The Rebels were a good fielding team, with soundness at all positions,
but the hitting fell to an all-time low (.216). Even with anemic hitting, the
team could have made it, but there was NO pitching; none at all. McElvey (2-2)
won the Rebels' only two games (beating Piedmont twice), but neither was a gem.

George (.419), and Delaney (.313) led the hitters, while Hill (.240) and
Tarpley supplied the power, but VSC's pitching held opponents under six runs in
only two games. The schedule was tougher too. Florida Southern was a major

. power, while Jacksonville, and North Georgia were very respectable small-college
teams.

As in previous years the Rebels did fare very well against junior college
competition, winning 7 of 10 games. But even these were slugfests, with VSC's
hitters faced every contest with outscoring an opponent with superior pitching.

Back row: Coach Cottingham, Johany Purvis, Dewaine Skiles, Jack Rowe, Jack Bates. S.:cond
row: Ashley Hill, Jim Stova!l, Joe Tarpley. Fr nt row: Jim Hathaway, Ben Vood.







VALDOSTA STATE

1958 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won 2 - lost 5

&£
AB R H BI AVG, 2R 3B HR SB
Johnny Purvis, 3b 17 4 6 -- .353 - - - --
2 Joe Tarpley, c 12 2 L -- .333 - - - --
Buddy Wilburn, rf 9 0 3 - .333 -- - - -
Ashley Hill, cf 13 5 4 -- .308 _— - - -
Ben Wood, 1b 13 2 4 -- .308 - - - --
Eddie Herndon, 2b 17 3 5 -- .294 - - - --
Dickie Allen, ss 14 5 4 - .286 - - - -
Lamar Pearson, 1f 17 3 4 -- .235 - - - --
TOTALS 129 28 35 -- .271 -—_ - - -
(Jack Rowe, p 5-1, .200; Willard Griffis, 2b 4-0, .000; Marvin Hatcher, p
3-0, .000; Bill Hay, 2b 2-0, .000; Jim Hathaway, 1b 2-0, .000; Mike
Hampton, ph 1-0, .000)
- . WON LOST PCT,
Marvin Hatcher 1 1 .500
Jack Rowe 1 2 .333
- Mike Hampton 0 2 .000
TOTALS 2 5 .286
(L) vSC 6, Stetson .......... 15
(L) vsC 9, North Georgia .... 18%
(L) VSC 5, Piedmont ......... 6%
VSC 11, Piedmont ......... 6
(L) vSC 2, Mercer ........... 5%
VSC 9, Jacksonville ..... 5
(L) vsC 2, Jacksonville ..... 10
NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistics available, are shown. Only those
game results available, ar= calculated into statistics. Only games versus
senior, degree-granting, c>llege institutions are calculated into statistics.
*denotes that no batting statistics are available for this particular game.
1958 was VSC's first year in the Georgia Conference, and unfortunately of
all the early years of Reb:l baseball, 1958 has the least informaticn avail-
. able. The Rebels finished 1-2 in the Conference this season.



1958 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

1958 was continued disaster for Valdosta State baseball. The loss of Noel
George, and Gerald Delaney, plus the sitting-out of Emory Mobley hurt the team
immeasureably. Marvin Hatcher (1-1) returned for his final season on the mound,
but received little help from Jack Rowe (1-2), and Mike Hampton (0-2).

The team's hitting was its main forte, with all the regulars over the .286 »
mark. Third-baseman Johnny Purvis (.353), led the club, with Joe Tarpley (.333),
Buddy Wilburn (.333), Ben Wood (.308), and Ashley Hill (.308) close behind.

Even a 205 record was remarkable, considering that every opponent scored
at least five runs, with three teams going into double didgets. The season;s
lone bright spot was a 9-5 win over small-college power Jacksonville, behind
Hatcher, aided by the clutch hitting of Purvis and Hill. Stetson, North Georgia,
and Mercer brightened their seasons; with convincing wins at the Rebels expense.

This was Coach Cottingham;s final year at the helm of the baseball team,
and also marked the school's entrance into the Georgia Intercollegiate Baseball
Conference. The conference would expand into basketball in 1959, and encompass
other sports in the 1960's. VSC ended 1-2, in the conference, this first year,
with strong North Georgia winning the championship.

While Coach Cottingham did not produce winning teams regularly, and was
often kidded about his driving, all of his former players would agree that he
personified a Christian character. He was deeply religious, and insisted upon
fair play, and good sportsmanship. His presence at the head of VSC's athletic
program brought praise for the college, from the community and sport opponents -
alike.

His athletes, like all athletes, however, spawned a great area in regard <>
to philosophy, temperment, and actions. One of the more humorous notes occured
on a road-trip in '58. The team was staying together in a barracks arrangement,
with chatter among the players, as everyone was preparing for bed. Coach
Cottingham, as was his habit, knelt by his bed tc say his nightly prayers. One
of the players, over the din of his teammates, was attempting to ask the coach
a question. After repreated attempts, of which Coach Cottingham was unaware
because of his pre-occupation with his prayers, the player blurted out, " God-
damn it Coach, are you listening.'" Such are baseball players.

SOCIAL SCIENCE

Mr. William M. Gabard Miss Mildred M. Price Dr. J. Ralph Thaxton Mrs. Joe Wisenbaker
A.B.,, MA. A.B., AM. A.B., M.A,, Ph.D. A.B., M.S.Ed. A.B., A M., Ph.D.

Dr. J. A. Durrenberger

Associate Professor of Associate Professor of Professor of History Associate Professor of

P Sociol
] AHIslory History Soriology rofessor of Sociology



5 . 4di don, Mike
Kneeling: Willard Griffis, Lamar Pearson, Joe Tarpley, Dick Allen, John Purvis, Marvin Hatcher. Standing: Ashley Hill, Jack Rowe, Ben Wood, Edd‘e Herndon
Hampton, Buddy Wilburn, Willie Hay, Coach Cottingham.
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RESIDENCE
HALL COUNCIL

GLENDA ELLIs
Second Vice-President

KATHERINE BELL
Social Chairman

DoTTiE ALFORD
President

ErAINE BARBER
Secretary-Treasurer

MARILYN MILLER
First Vice-President
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1959 RESWME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

The 1958-1959 year in Valdosta State athletic history was a '"turning-
point' of sorts. The college hired Gary Colson, from near-by Dasher, fresh
out of David Lipscomb (Tenn.) College, to coach basketball, and also handle
baseball in the Spring. Colson immediately recruited some talented round-ball
players, and used them in baseball too.

Colson was not a fantastic baseball coach (his love for basketball super-
ceded everything else), but had some players who knew the game, and he also
embarked the Rebels on their best schedule ever. Practices, however, did not
radically change from the Cottingham era, as freshman Tommy Thomas recalled:

"I remember several days that Coach Colson called practice, and only Joe Tarpley,
Emory Mobley, and | were there."

From the basketball Rebs, Colson had ''Big'" Buck Ethredge (.333 and 6-3 on
the hill), shortstop Hansel Faulkner (.317), and outfielders Willard Griffis,
and Dewey Hulsey. Senior back-stop Tarpley (.313), and second-baseman Mobley
(.250) added college experience to the squad. Ethredge threw three (still a
school record, although often tied) shut-outs, as the Rebels ended with a 10-11
slate.

VSC started very slow, losing 8 of their first 10, including four games in
the conference (each conference team was to play each other conference team twice,
with only the first-game of home-and-home doubleheaders counting as a conference
fray). Ethredge then shut-out Berry, and the Rebs eventually finished 6-5 in the
GIAC.

Included in the team's wins during the season was a 12-4 thumping of soon-
to-be arch-rival West Georgia, and a decision over powerful Jacksonville (4-0),
behind an Ethredge whitewashing. The worst loss in the school's history also
occurred this year. Mercer won a 24-0 laugher, in a game that saw VSC unable to
execute either offensively, or defensively.

TOMMY THOMAS-—PITCHER AND CATCHER

BUCK ETHRIDGE, PITCHER AND CATCHER




VALDOSTA STATE

1959 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 10 - lost 11

AB R H BI AVG,

Buck Ethredge, of-p 51 8 17 12 .333
Hansel Faulkner, ss 60 14 19 6 .317
Joe Tarpley, ¢ 48 11 15 9 .313
Lamar Pearson, cf 59 10 15 4 .254
Emory Mobley, 2b 48 9 12 3 .250
Tommy Thomas, 3b-p 53 7 13 5 .245
Willard Griffis, If 31 4 7 3 .226
Dewey Hulsey, rf 38 4 6 1 .158
Mike Hampton, 1b-p 24 4 3 4 .125
James David, 1b 23 0 2 0 .087
TOTALS 118 - 73 113 L9 .270

(Jimmy Harrington, rf 14-4, .286; Ray Moore, 1b 10-0, .000; Joe
Wilson, 3b 5-0, .000; Jerry Studdard, 1f L4-0, .000; Jerry Hancock,
ph 1-0,  .000)

WON LOST PCT.
Buck Ethredge 6 3 .667
Mike Hampton 2 4 .333
Tommy Thomas 2 4 .333
TOTALS 10 11 476
(L) vsC 2, Piedmont .......... 4 VSC 6, Berry ...oceeeeeenn. 3
(L) vsc 4, Piedmont .......... 8 (L) vsC O, Tampa ....vvvvunnnn. 5
(L) vsC 3, Mercer ............ 11 VSC 5, Tampa ....vevenennnn b
(L) vSC 6, Stetson ........... 7 VSC 12, West Georgia ....... 4
VSC 13, Stetson ........... 11 VSC 8, Berry ...covinea... 0%
(L) vsc 2, oglethorpe ........ 14 VSC 4, Jacksonville ....... 0%
(L) vsc 1, Jacksonville ...... 8= (L) vSC 0, Mercer ............. 24
. VSC 5, North Georgia ..... 3 (L) vsc 6, vglethorpe ......... 9%
(L) vsC O, Piedmont .......... 6 VSC 9, Shorter ............ 0*
(L) vsC 3, North Georgia ..... 7 VSZ 7, Shorter ............ 0%
VSC 11, Berry ......... “e.s O
NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistic; available, are shown. * de-

notes that no batting statistics arz available for this particular gare. RB!'s,
doubles, triples, home runs, and sto>len base s.atistics were not available.
Only the winning, or losing, pitcher was avail.ible re: pitching statistics.
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Grant iIs beuever|

In The Soft Sell|

|Approach To Life|

By JULIAN MILLER

Billy Grant built Valdosta State College’s
Blazer Field baseball park with his own two
hands. But he built the VSC athletic
programs with his personality and deter-
mination.

- Grant, the m-year -old athletic director at
VSC, takes absolutely no credit for the
tremendous success the athletic program
has erijoyed. But his co-workers give it all to

him,

A Valdosta native who has alwuys excelled
in everything from athletics and girls to
charming the fangs off a rattlesi.ake, Grant
takes a back seat to most of the action in the
school’s athletic department.

It’s part of his philosophy.

Some may think it laziness or dlsmterest
on Grant's part that his coaches are left to
fend for themselves. But most of them vow
they would rather have it that way. And they
all insist Grant has always been there when
they needed him.

Newsmakers
. .« A Special Inclgln"

“I call it the soft touch,” Grant says. ‘I
don’t believe in ordering people around. I
believe in asking them in a nice way. And if
you do, it’ll get done.”’

Grants the first to admit that doesn't

always work so well.
* ““Take Tommy (Thomas, VSC’s baseball
coach), I can turn anything over to Tommy
and it’ll get done. Other people ... well, I
might have to prod them a little. But always
with the soft touch.”

The soft touch is the major part of Grant’s
easy-going attitude. But don’t confuse the
soft touch with weakness. Once Grant has his
mind made up, it’'s not likely to change
easily.

. Lyndal Worth found that'out the hard way
when she was hired to start the girls
basketba 11 program at the school.

© When she first took over the helm of the.

Lady Blazers, she had a giant’s goals with a
midget's pocketbook. But when she
demanded more equal treatment with the
men, Grant put his foot down.
. “‘He stood his ground,’’ Mrs. Worth recalls.
'] guess I just had to learn he was the boss.
The only time he ever raised his voice to me
was when I lost my temper at him. I guess
you could say he responded inkind. |
. ‘I suppose I had backed him into a corner.
But other than that instance, he has never
been anything but a perfect gentleman
. around me. And he didn’t seem to hold a
dge because of it.”

. VSC’s coachies have d free Hand with their

mram And most of them have become

super successful because of it.

“Billy believes in giving a coach a certain
amount of responsibility and allowing him to
work it the way he thinks best,’” said Dr.
Dave Waples, head coach of the cross
country Blazers.

‘“He’s there if you need him. If not he's
not there pressuring you every day. It's a lot
easier to work under those conditions.” )

“Billy’s not always looking over your
shoulder,” said Mrs. Worth. “In fact, I guess
the thing I like best about working under him
is the freedom I have."’

Grant got his break when he was young
and he has never forgotten it. When he goes
looking for a new coach he usually ends up
with a young one with unproven talents. And

‘they usually fare quite well.

One of those was Thomas, who Grant
watched through high school and college an
finally offered a job to even. though
Thomas didn’t plan to go into the coaching
field,

““Billy told me if I ever wanted to come
back and coach he would do his darndest to,
help me,” the super successful Thomas
recalls.

‘“‘He’s the kind of guy who will glve you
anything he has.”

Success has always been associated wlth
Grant. Even in his high school days, Billy
was never one to give uup.

‘“He was a high school All-Amerlcan in
both football and baseball,” recalled former
Valdosta High School coach Wright
Bazemore, .

‘‘He was a great competitior . . . had all the
ability in the world in football and baseball
but not much in basketball. Except that he
was a scrapper. ‘

“Billy was really too short to be a great
basketball player. But he made up for it with
his scrapping. He could dribble and shoot
with the best of 'em."’

Bazemore judged his stars by the fire in
their eyes and Grant, he recplls, had more
than anyone else.

‘‘He'd scrap your eyes out in everything
from football to marbles :to tic-tac-toe,”
Bazemore said. ““That’s what made him such
a great athlete. On top of everything else he
was willing towork for it.”” :

Grant, the quarterback on the VHS team in
the late '40s, spent many a Saturday and
Sunday throwing passes to his best friend, .
Sonny Stephenson, when the Wildcats were
facing a big game, Bazemorerecalled.

And because of it, both of them wound up
with football scholarships to Georgia.

There he started one football game for the
Bulldogs and promptly broke a bone in his
ankle, ending his career. .

Grant, who played semi-pro baseball for a
short time, can remember only one con-
troversy: since taking over the AD job at VSC::

It involved another departmerit head
just didn't"get ulong with him. Others sa
‘Grant’s easy-going attitude let the depart.

s e




1960 PESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

In the Fall of 1959, Valdosta State added Bill Grant to its athletic
department. Grant was to assume the role of both Athletic Director and baseball
coach, releasing Gary Colson to coach just basketball. A familiar sports figure
in Valdosta, Grant had been a great high school star in football, basketball, and
baseball. making high school All-America in both the former, and latter. At the
University of Georgia he had continued success, being both a football and baseball
stagter, before coming home to join the Valdosta High School athletic staff in
1958.

Bill Grant was (and still is) a winner. He saw a challenge in attempting
to build a winning Rebel baseball team, and his first task was to construct a home
field. Begging, and borrowing tools and supplies, from area merchants, and with
some help from the college's maintenance department, he built a baseball field
(it was fully completed for the 1962 season) on VSC's North campus. The field
would eventually become one of the top college baseball facilities in the nation.

Grant's next job was to turn a losing program into a winner. 'l knew that
we had some good athletes on campus, and | went to President (Ralph) Thaxton, and
ask who was elgible to play,' Grant said. ''President Thaxton told me that any VSC
student was elgible to play,' Grant stated, ''and | took this as the rule. | really
wasn't aware of any conference rules; plus, we hadn't joined the NAIA as yet."

The above discourse doesn't mean much until you learn more about Coach Grant's
1960 team. Back was Buck Ethredge (who would go 7-1 on the hill, with a 1.26 ERA),
along with other 1959 returnees in Tommy Thomas (.354), Willard Griffis (.235), and
Hansel Faulkner (.169). Newcomers included the veteran Grald Delaney (.273), back
from the 1957 club; outfielders Johnny Mcintyre (.196), Joe Brock (.188), and Sonny
Taylor (.174), and first-baseman Steve Chitty (.182).

Three other players, not mentioned above, however, formed the nucleus of the
team. Emory Mobley (.182), back for his "fifth season' at second, solidified as
strong an infield that VSC has ever presented. Pitching ace Steve Kebler (7-3,
1.93 ERA), fresh from three years of 'professional' ball, with Ethredge formed as
solid a 1-2 pitching tandum as the Rebels ever had. First-baseman James Jennings
(.314), also a former ''professional' player, played only the home-games, but hit
with tremendous power.

The 1960 team was a strong club throughout, even though they hit only .228 as

" a squad. The hitting was timely (as Thomas, Jennings, Ethredge, and Delaney hit

well in the clutch), the fielding top-notch, and the pitching (1.64 team ERA) as
good~as-any VSC team ever. The Rebels went 15-5 on the year, which alsc saw a
championship 9-2, GIAC mark. Included were two conference wins over West Georgia,
on twin shut-outz by Keblet-and Ethredge, and 15 wins in the last 17 outings (the
_ Rebels dropped the first three games of their Florida swing).

Of course, VSC did not retain the conferenc:> championship. West Georgia squawk-
ed the loudest, and the Rebs abdicated the thron:, even though they did not officially
forfeit any games. Piedmont claimec the title a‘ter the Rebel fall. ™

A




ment head take advantage of him. But he
apfuses to believeit.

. »*1 don’t think that’s it,’’ said Grant, who
28l but refuses to.even discuss the matter. “‘It
y;#&u’s_t a persopality conflict. That's all”
©'"When VSC nesded a baseball field, it was
Grant who climbed aboard an old rusty
tractor hardly ready for anything but the
,Ijunk yard and built one.

Today that same Blazer Field is one of the
boat parks for a school this size in the
country.

“I had taken the cross country team to
California one year when someone saw my
.VSC jacket and said ‘Hey Valdosta, say hey
ts Billy Grant for me,” Waples recalls.

: ““That’s the way Bllly is. People know him
all over the country.”

Although he stays away from the actual
team decisions, Grant is always along when
one of his teams hits the road to the playoffs
of any soert.

From janitor to college presxdent Grant
treefs them all alike. And all give him the
samé respect,

In Chattanocoga, Tenn., one year during
post season basketball playoffs Grant threw
a party in his motel room attended by the
presidents of the other schools involved.

: The next night he struck up'a conversation
with a student from the school VSC was
;iaying and within minutes had a friend for
life;

“The student took several color pictures of
the team for Grant and ended up insisting on
driving Grant and company across town
after the game.

People who know him say Grant has the
uncanny - ability to set his own feelings aside
to keep a cool head in almost any thing.

The fact was proven several years ago

when his wife Marge died of cancer. Sick for,
several years, she had clung to life with

Grant by -her side several months longer
than doctors felt she would.

At that time Grant rarely talked about the
situation. But when he did, it showed a rather
unique outlook.

“We-just take each day as it comes,” he
said, showing all the feeling he had usually
kept hidden. ‘‘She has her good days and her
bad daya We try to make the most of them
an ”

- Lobking. back on his wife’s deatt. now,
Grant recalls the philosophy he used Jduring
those times.

‘‘It's tough,’” he admitted “But things like

that happen to everyone. Just look around.
You might feel sad for yourself at times. But
go into any hospital and you’ll see 100 other
cases just like yours.”

Grant said knowing what was happening
made the end result easier toaccept.

"My wife was a very brave woman,’ he
said. “‘She knew and we knew what was
going to happen. We just didn’t know when.

“When things happen suddenly and
without warning, I would imagine it takes
quite a bit out of you. When you know it is
going to happen it's a little different.

‘“You hate to say ‘I'm glad it happened the
way it did.” But I think it was best for all
concerned that she went the way she did...
without pain. She never knew exactly what
happened.”

Just as Grant was able to keep those
feelings suppressed, he is a com plete failure
at keeping his feelings hidden when he’s
coaching.

Some say he has a record tor ‘being thrown

“out of baseball games while he was head

coach of the Rebels (VSC’s old nickname).

Grant recalls them all and blamesthem on
“bad calls by the umpires.” One that really
stands out in his mind is a trip to Lakeland,
Fla., where he was ordered out of the game
and the ballpark as well.

The action was avenged when the team bus
wag parked in a nearby orange grove and
players filled it with oranges before leavlng
for Valdosta, some say. -

Ask anyone on Grant'’s staff.and they’'ll
agree with him that his greatest strongpoint
is his ability to get along with people.

Ask them his greatest weakness and
they'll hem and haw — despite the fact that
they sometimes gripe about being given too

- much freedom.

1 don’t like being indoors,” admits Grant,
trying to criticize himself. ‘I don't like
teaching in a classroom. And 1 guess it
usually shows whenIdo.”

Waples is the only staff m: cmber who
would venture a guess inic Grant’s
wegaknesses. He says its a matter of
organization. Not that Grant doesn’t have
any, He just doesn’t like it.

“I juat don’t think Billy likes to be an

_orgrnized as he has to be,” \Waples sagid.

“Deoa't get me wrong. He is o:ganizaed. I
(just don't think he likes it."

Mey be. But the VSC uthletic prog am s |

tracl record sure doesn’ tahow it. e




VALDOSTA STATE

1960 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 15 -- lost 5

AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
- Tommy Thomas, ¢ 65 9 23 10 .354 3 1 1 5
James Jennings, 1b 35 11 11 3 314 L 4 o 7
4 Buck Ethredge, p-inf 67 11 19 18 .284 1T 1 2 1
Gerald DelLaney, 3b 66 9 18 7 .273 L 1 o0 5
Willard Griffis, of 34 6 8 1 .235 0 0 0 10
Johnny Mclintyre, cf 56 7 1 9 .196 0O 0 o 11
Joe Brock, 1f 32 3 6 2 .188 0 0 © 3
Emory Mobley, 2b b 12 8 5 .182 10 1 1
Steve Chitty, 1b 22 3 4 2 .182 0 0 0 2
Steve Kebler, p 28 2 5 2 .179 1 0 O 0
Sonny Taylor, of 23 2 4 1 74 0O 0 © 2
Hansel Faulkner, ss 71 15 12 5 .169 1 2 0 16
TOTALS 583 92 133 65 .228 15 9 4 64
(Jimmy Harrington, of 11-2, .182; Ralph Berryhill, ¢ 6-1, .167; Jerry
Norman, cf 16-1, .063; Jerry Greenwald, 1b 7-0, .000)
G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E«R.A,
Buck. Ethredge 8 64.1 37 13 9 11 67 7-1 1.26
« Tommy Thomas 3 16 9 10 3 9 13 1-1 1.68
Steve Kebler 10 79 52 20 17 24 75 7-3 1.93
TOTALS 20 159.1 98 43 29 44 155 15-5 1.64
(L) vsC 0, Florida Southern ..... 6
(L) vsC 2, Florida Southern ..... 3
(L) VSC 0, Tampa «cuveeevnevnrnnns 3
VSC 4, Tampa .....ccivvvennn. 3
VSC L, Piedmont ............. 3
vsC 8, Jacksonville ......... 6
VSC 13, Taylor ....covvvivean. 1
VSC 13, North Georgia ........ 3
VSC 1, Oglethorpe ........... 0
VSC 2, Jacksonville ......... 1
(L) vsCc 1, Oglethorpe ........... 3
VSC 3, West Georgia ......... 0
VSC 4, West Georgia ......... 0
(L) vSC O, Piedmont ............. 6
VSC 3, Georgia State ........ 0
* VSC 8, Georgia State ........ 0
VSC 9, Shorter ..... e eeeeaan 1
VSC L4, Shorter .........c.... 1
’ VSC 5, Berry -ceoeeeecenenennnn 3
VSC 8, BErry . wveev vevnenn. 0




First row, [;zft to right: Emory Mobley, capt.; Gerald l_)elaney, capt.; Buck Ethridge, Jimmy Harrington, Jer:
Thomas, Buddy Brock, Sonny Taylor, Steve Chitty. Third row: Johnny Mclntyre, Willard Griffis, Steve Kebler, Hansel Faulkner. Back
coach; Mike LaHood, manager.

;
ry Norman. Second row: James Jennings, Tommy

row: Billy Grant,




b

‘i“»aﬁ‘ik};}:r fhp; to Mobley, grabs and flies to first!’
- —

The Big “Put one in his ear,” STEVE KEBLER!

First row, left to right: Billy McDaniel, Tim
Brown, Buddy Brock, Charlie Clark, Charlie
Pearson, Steve Kebler, Jim

\Tinsoh, Cera en,ec. and T;eas.; Jimmy Harrington, J ohnny Mélnt);re. Second row: Tommy Hatche;, Bernie
Green, Vice-Pres.; Bucky Anderson, Steve Chitty. Third row: Emory Mobley, Pre§.; Hansel Faulkn_eg_ Lamar
my Melvin, Coach Grant, Sponsor. i iy J i : =







1961 RESUME
VALL-OSTA STATE REBELS

The 1361 season was as dism«1 as the 1960 campaign had been exciting. Coach
Grant's troops dipped to an 8-15 log, and stood at 3-14 at one point in the year.
Gone were super-mound-studs Buck fthredge, and Steve Kebler, and the team ERA
balooned to 4.14.

Hitting wise, only catcher Tommy Thomas (.313) supplied any consistency,
while the team average hovered at the .230 mark. The squad could only manage
18 extra-base-hits, and eight of these (four each) belonged to freshmen Joe
Dixon (3b), and Angelo DeVivo (ss).

Team Fielding was haphazard, and led to the demise of frosh pitchers, Mike
Perry (3-6!, and Herman Hudson (Z-5), who were forced to pitch all of the 'big"
games. Cultural shock caught Cosch Grant's young team early, as they dropped
three games eazh to major powers Vanderbilt, and Florida Southern. ‘

Wins over Jacksonville, Erskine, and Mercer salvaged some pride for the
Rebels in their first 17 encounters, but they were eliminated from Georgia
Conference contention early, with double-dip losses to both North Georgia and
Piedmont. VSC rallied in the late season to finish 5-5 in the league.

TOMMY THOMAS—-PITCHER AND CATCHER
BE WY e i

STEVE CHITTY, FIRST BASEMAN



VALDOSTA STATE

1961 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won -- lost 15
, B R H B AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
Robert Bailey, p 35 12 5 .342 3 0 1 2 B
Tommy Thomas, c-1b 80 14 25 14 .313 1 1 0 6
Joe Dixon, 3b 75 14 22 10 .293 1 1 1 3
Angelo DeVivo, ss 63 16 18 12 .286 1 4 o 2 v
Johnny Mcintyre, cf 68 11 18 4 .267 1 0 O 10
Jerry Norman, 1f 62 6 14 6 .226 1 0 0 2
Steve Chitty, 2b 69 9 15 4 217 0 1 0 3
Mike Perry, p-1b 64 1 11 7 172 0O 0 o0 2
Jimmy Hicks, rf 54 6 6 5 A1 0O 0 o 1
Herman Hudson, p 41 2 3 0 .073 o 0 o 0
TOTALS 679 92 156 77 .230 8 8 2 32
(Doug Winters, utl 11-3, .273; Jerry Greenwald, 1b 17-4, .236; Lamar
Pearson, of 6-1, .167; Jerry Johnson, p 15-2, .133; Kelly Raulerson, 1b
19-2, .105)
G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R,A,
Robert Bailey 4 29.2 28 21 12 19 10 2-2 3.64 -
Mike Perry 11 73.1 66 57 31 53 48 3-6 3.80
Herman Hudson 9 56.1 60 45 29 18 27 2-5 L.63
TOTALS 23 185 179 143 85 96 95 8-15 L.k

(Jerry Johnson 1-1, 3.37; Tommy Thomas 0-1, 4.36; Lamar Pearson 0-0,
L.50; Joe Dixon 0-0, 11.59)

(L) vsSC 0, Florida Southern .... 3 VSC 8, Mercer ......ceecene. 0
(L) vSC 4, vanderbilt .......... 5 (L) VSC 6, Mercer .......eeeuun. 14
(L) vsC 1, vanderbilt .......... 4 (L) vsC 3, Jacksonville ........ 6
(L) vsc 6, vanderbilt .......... " (L) vsC 3, Piedmont ............ 4
(L) vsCc 0, Florida Southern .... 8 (L) vsC 3, Piedmont ............ 5
(L) vSC 0, Florida Southern .... 4 VSC 8, Shorter ............. 2

VSC 4, Jacksonville ........ 1 VSC 7, Shorter ............. 5
(L) VSC 6, Stetson «...eveeee... 16 VSC 9, West Georgia ........ 5
(L) vSC 2, Stetson ......cuv.n.. 18 (L) vsC 0, West Georgia ........ 7

VSC 7, Erskine ............. 3 VSC 2, Berry .....cceveenens 0
(L) vsC 5, North Georgia ....... 15 VSC 7, Berry ....eeeeeeenns 3
(L) vsC 1, North Georgia ....... 4







1962 RESUIME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

Hope ran high for a great 1962 season, as Coach Grant counted on veterans
Tommy Thomas, Angelo DeVivo, and Steve Chitty to steady a host of bright young
recruits. Thomas (.343) led the team in hitting for the third consecutive year
(a school record), while DeVivo (.324) hit with power, and played super defense
at third. -

Chitty (.152) had a bad year at the dish, but formed with new, short-stop
Bobby Speck (.333) a top double-death combination. But besides catcher Joe %
George (.302), and centerfielder Johnny Mcintyre (.284), the Rebels could muster
little other offense. A so-so batting average of .254, was more than off-set by
a lack of power (only two team HR's, and 17 total extra-base knocks), and a
pitching staff that just did not develop.

Florida Southern and David Lipscomb bopped the Rebs to an early 0-4 chart,
and the club could only recover to a 9-9 season log. Sophomore pitchers, Herman
Hudson (4-2), and Mike Perry (3-3), were augmented by newcomers Wally Summers
(2-3), and Kermit Hunnicutt (0-1) on the hill, but a team ERA of 3.35 demonstrated
a lack of clutch hurling.

Even with the poor start, a lack of power, and questionable pitching, VSC
had a chance for its first-ever (official) Georgia Conference title. The team
stood 4-0 in the loop (9-7 over-all), going into the last regular season games
(at home) against league leader West Georgia. A two-game sweep would give the
Rebels the crown.

""The best laid plans of mice and men...." The Braves (as they would un-
fortunately do in subsequent years) swept both games to win the championship.
On May 18, West Georgia grabbed an 8-4 win, as Perry and Hudson saw them erupt
for four runs in the third, and three in the fourth. VSC was held to six hits.

The next day, the Carrolltonites overcame an early 4-1 Reb lead, exploding
for four runs in the seventh against Summers, on their way to a 6-4 decision.
Fittingly, Thomas, playing his last game of a super career, went 3xh for the home-
towners.

BOTTOM ROW: Tommy Thomas, Bryant Youmans, Ralph Brandham, Hal Worley, Kermit Hunnicut, Coach Grant. MIDDLE ROW: Jerry Johnso~n, Jimmy

}w{licll;s,sBobby Speck, Lindey Evans, Eddie Bynum. TOP ROW: Walt Podine, Kelly Raulerson, Steve Chitty, Marcus Shipman, Preston Hodges, Jerry Norman,
ally Sumners.




Y TA STATE

962 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 9 - lost 9

AB R H Bl AVG, 2B 3B HR SB

Tommy Thomas, c-1b 67 19 23 14 .343 2 2 1 7
Bobby Speck, ss 57 16 19 16 .333 1 1 0 7
Angelo DeVivo, 3b 74 12 24 16 .324 1 3 1 4
Joe George, ¢ L3 5 13 6 .302 1 0 O 0
Wally Summers, p 27 5 8 2 .296 0O 0 O 0
Johnny Mclintyre, cf 67 15 19 6 .284 3 0 O 8
Herman Hudson, p 28 5 7 4 .250 0 0 O 0
Marcus Shipman, of 30 3 7 6 .233 0O 0 © 3
Kermit Hunnicutt, rf 39 2 8 1 .205 o 0 O 0
Mike Perry, p-1b 33 3 6 6 .182 0o 0 O 1
Steve Chitty, 2b 66 10 10 7 .152 0 0 © L
Jerry Norman, 1f I 5 5 1 146 o 0 O 1
Preston Hodges, of 18 1 2 0 L1 0O 0 O 1
TOTALS 617 108 157 89 .254 g 6 2 38

(Lindy Evans, 3b 7-2, .286; Robert Bailey, of 13-3, .231; Skeeter Blanton,
of 5-1, .200; Kelly Raulerson, 1b 1-0, .000; Jimmy Hicks, utl 1-0, .000)

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A.
Kermit Hunnicutt 1 9 6 2 1 0 3 0-1 1.00
Wally Summers 10 48.1 48 32 16 21 25 2-3 2.98
Herman Hudson 8 50.2 52 24 19 16 17 L-2 3.38
Mike Perry 8 L5 35 38 21 26 35 3-3 .20
TOTALS 18 153 141 96 57 63 80 9-9 3.35

(L) vsC L4, Florida Southern .... 6

(L) vsC 5, Florida Southern .... 9

(L) vsC 3, David Lipscomb ...... 11

(L) vsC 1, David Lipscomb ...... 2

VSC 2, Vanderbilt .......... 0

(L) VSC 3, Mercer ...eeeeeeeeess 4

(L) vsC 4, Florida Southern .... 5

VSC 3, Erskine ......c.ccvun.. 2

VSC 4, Erskine ...ve.vivea... 3

VSC 11, Mercer ...oeeeeeceees 2

VSC 9, Piedmont ............ 3

VSC 11, Piedmont ............ 6

VSC 14, Berry ...cvvenivnnnnn 5

VSC 3, Berry ...coveviinnnnn. 2

(L) vsC 7, Stetson ............. 12

VSC 16, Stetson ............. 10

(L) vSC L4, West Georgia ........ 8

(L) vsC L4, West Georgia . ...... 6



FIRST ROW: William Grant (coach), Jerry Norman, Bobby Speck, Skeeter Blanton, Johnny Mclintyre. SECOND ROW: Wally Summers, Hal Worley (manager), Herman
Hudson, Joe George, Robert Bailey. THIRD ROW: Mike Perry, Kermit Hunnicutt, Steve Chitty, Marcus Shipman, Tommy Thomas, Preston Hodges.







1963 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

1963 was the year of the ''wreck.'' Although you might assume that the Rebels
4-8 record that year was the ''wreck,' a far more serious happening curtailed the
season, and left coach Bill Grant thanking his lucky stars that no one was serious-
ly injured.
VSC began the year on an encouraging note, as sophomore, right-hander Herman
Hudson beat Stetson 7-5, but from there everything went downhill. The team drop-
ped its next five games, before the ''wreck'' came along. On a trip to Mercer, the w
team, traveling in two athletic vans, was 10-miles South of Cordele, when the steer-
ing rod on the back van broke.

Coach Grant saw in his rear-view mirrow, the other van rolling-over-and-over
on the road. He, of course, thought the worst, but except for a hip injury to
pitcher Robert Hand (0-1), and a shoulder seperation to outfielder Bud Bridges
(.200), and assorted cuts and bruises, no one was seriously injured. The team
didn't continue to Mercer, but unfortunately traveled to Florida State, the next
week, with a trimmed-down squad, and absorbed a 14-0 blasting.

Bad luck continued as second-baseman Rusty Deavours (.273) was lost for the
season with a broken finger, and freshman infielder-pitcher, Tommy Johnson (1-3)
developed arm trouble. VSC finished their shortened season with a small-in-number
team, and ended 2-2 in the GIAC.

Warner Webb (.318) was the only hitter over the .300 mark, while Angelo
DeVivo (.295) came close. The team batting average was .235, with a gigantic
6.11 team ERA. Perhaps it is fortunate, from a winning standpoint, that several
games had to be cancelled.

FRONT ROW: Dennis Fike, Bobby Ritch, Herman Hudson, Bobby Speck, Warner Webb. BACK ROW: Chuck Bono-

b4
Letterman S vitch, Ray McCully, Tommy Johnson, Preston Hodges.




Warner Webb, 1b-c
Angelo DeVivo, 3b
Rusty Deavours, 2b
Bobby Speck, cf
Tommy Johnson, 2b-p
Herman Hudson, p-1b
Jimmy Pritchett, ss
Robert Creel, If
Bud Bridges, rf
Bobby Ritch, of
Kelly Raulerson, of
Jerry Norman, c

TOTALS

(Lindy'Evans, 3b 7-1,

2-0, .000;

Herman Hudson
Tommy Johnson
Robert Hand

TOTALS 1

(L)
(L)
(L)
(L)
(L)
(L)

Preston Hodges,

VALDOSTA STATE

1963 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS
won - lost
AB R H BI AVG,
L 8 14 5 .318
Ly 8 13 14 .295
29 3 8 2 .273
45 9 12 5 .267
42 1 1 6 .262
28 6 7 2 .250
48 5 10 9 .208
L4y 8 9 4 .205
20 L 4 2 .200
15 3 3 2 .200
14 2 2 1 143
21 3 2 2 .095
408 71 96 54 .235
.143; Robert Hand, p 2-0, .000;
of 2-0, .000; Jake Rocker, utl
IP H R ER BB SO
58.2 60 37 29 20 26
36 L9 49 30 22 13
7.1 12 1 10 5 2
101.2 121 97 69 47 W
VSC 7, Stetson ......veeenn.. 5
VSC 3, Stetson .....c.eceeen.. 8
VSC 7, David Lipscomb ....... 11
VSC 5, David Lipscomb ....... 6
VSC 3, Erskine .............. 9
VSC L4, Erskine .............. 13
VSC O, Florida State ........ 14
VSC 12, Piedmont ............. 0
VSC 15, Piedmont ............. 3
VSC 8, Mercer ...... ee.e.... 5
VSC 4, Berry .....c..vevennn. 5
VSC 3, Berry ....... ceeue.n. 18

2B 3B
2 3
3 0
0o 2
11
1 1
0 0
2 1
0 1
1 0
0 0
1 0
0 ©
12 9

Joe George,
1-0,
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- Gerrie Amon reigns as Miss Tau Kappa Epsilon Calendar Girl for 1963-
1964.
L 4
*
1 3
‘—‘b .
Representing the twelve months of the year on the TKE Calendar are, FIRST ROW: Dottie Thomas, Carole Wililamson, Gerrie Amon, Ruth Ann Roddey, and Glenda ¢
SECOND ROW: Patsy Newkam, Andrea Hobbs, Carol Gilson, Gail Thomas, Laura Hobbs, Vicki Tatum and Nancy Smith.




1964 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

VSC ended 10-10 in 1964, finishing with a 4-6 Georgia Conference mark. A
lack of hitting (the team batting mark was a miserable .232), and fielding led
to a late-season downfall, after an early 4-2 won-lost log.

The Rebels were able to end at the .500 mark only because of superb pitching,
which saw a final team ERA of 1.45 (a school record, and 4th. best in the nation
in '64). Southpaw, Mike Perry posted a 5-2 record, with a nation-leading 0.78
ERA, and was backed by Ray Peters (3-4, 1.58 ERA), and the veteran Herman Hudson
(2-4, 1.96 ERA). VSC sandwiched two-game sweeps of Florida Presbyterian and
Stetson around losses to tough Florida Southern, on their Southern trip, but were
brought back to earth, as they dropped a two-game series to Erskine at Rebel Field.

Perry, Peters, and Hudson held opponents down in the run-department (giving
up only 60-total runs all year), but got plate support from only Dennis Fike (.328),
and Buddy Bush (.270). The Rebs scored more than 5-runs in only six-games all
season.

Perry deserves special mention, not only because of his NAIA best ERA, but
because he emerged as VSC baseball's first big star, against forminable opposition.
He allowed only six earned-runs in 69 innings, and struck-out 62 hitters, issuing
only 30 walks. With a little more team offense, he would surely have been named
to the All-American team.




TA STATE

V
19 Baseball

rINAL STATISTICS
won 10 - lost 10

AB R H E] AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
Dennis Fike, rf 67 12 22 14 .328 1 0 1 1
Buddy Bush, 2b 75 10 20 12 .270 4 2 1 2
Lindy Evans, c 71 8 18 6 .255 1 1 0 1
Tomny Johnson, ss 70 12 17 5 .243 1 3 1 2
Mike Perry, p-1b 66 7 16 5 .243 3 1 0 1
Bobby Speck, cf 76 19 18 3 .238 0o 2 1 13
Jack Raley, 3b 57 3 12 1 .212 1 1 0 2
Robert Creel, 1If 62 3 1 6 .178 2 0 0 2
Ray Peters, p 37 3 6 L .162 0 1 o0 0
Herman Hudson, p 20 1 2 1 .100 0 0 0 1
TOTALS 641 83 149 61 .232 15 11 4 26
(Bud Bridges, of 9-2, .222; Jimmy Pritchett, ss 11-2, .182; Bill Hearn,
3b 17-3, .176; Jim Whiteside, of 2-0, .000; Madison Culler, p 1-0, .000)
G IP H R ER BB S0 W-L E.R.A:
Mike Perry 10 69 57 16 6 30 62 5-2 0.78
Ray Peters 7 51.1 34 17 9 18 25 3-4 1.58
Herman Hudson 7 55 48 23 12 15 23 2-4 1.96
Madison Culler 2 4.2 6 4 2 3 2 0-0 3.85
TOTALS 20 180 145 60 29 66 112 10-10 1.45
VSC 4, Florida Presbyterian ... 2
VSC 13, Florida Presbyterian ... 1
(L) vsC 2, Florida Southern ...... . 10
(L) vsCc 1, Florida Southern ....... 8
VSC 6, Stetson ....ceeeeveeennn 2
VSC 12, Stetson .....ceeeceernss 0
(L) vSC 2, Erskine ......cevvunnn.. 4
(L) VSC 0, Erskine ....eveveennnnn. 1
VSC 5, Mercer ......ceciiivunnnn 1
VSC 8, Piedmont ............... 0
VSC 12, Piedmont ......eceveunn. 4
VSC 1, Shorter .....ccceviennnnn 0
(L) vSC 0, Shorter ....cevuevuvenn.. 8
VSC 2, Mercer ......ccieeveenen. 0
(L) VSC 5, Berry cveeeveveenvnennn. 6
(L) VSC 0, Berry .eeeeeeeeeenennnn. 2
(L) VSC 1, West Georgia ........... 2
(L) VSC 2, West Georgia «.oeeuevn.. 5
(L) vSC 1, Oglethorpe ....ceveeeen. 2
VSC 6, Oglethorpe ....evvvuenn. 2

NOTE: Florida Presbyterian is now Eckerd.




BOTTOM ROW: Bud Bridges, Robert Creel, Herman Hudson, Lindy Evans, and Bobby Speck. TOP ROW: Buddy Bush,
Dennis Fike, Jim Whiteside, Jack Raley, Ray Peters, Tommy Johnson and Coach Grant. These made up the 1964 team.
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Herman Hudson and Coach Grant







1965 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

1965 was the championship year that Coach Grant had waited for, for so long.
Everything was there; power hitting (even though the team average hovered near
.250) with 54 extra-base-hits; air-tight fielding (fifth best percentage in the
nation); and, superb pitching (2.53 team ERA); all of which added to an 18-11
record. :

Veteran hurlers, Mike Perry (7-2, 2.10 ERA), and Ray Peters (4-5, 3.05 ERA)
were augmented by freshman, flame-thrower Ron Fortner (6-4, 2.24 ERA), and to-
gether struck-out 210 in 242-innings. O01ld adversaries Florida Southern and West
Georgia were beaten, as the Rebs played their best schedule, and won their most
games ever.

Shortstop Tommy Johnson, in limited playing time, hit .375, with Peters at
.333, and thirdsacker Lindy Evans at .310. The Rebel outfield of Ben Bates (.255),
Bob Lamphier (.247), Dennis Fike (.191), and Robert Creel (.154) didn't hit for
average, but made the big defensive play when needed.

VSC was only 5-5 after ten games, but had recorded split-series with toughies
Florida Southern, Stetson, and David Lipscomb, dropping two to nationally-ranked
Carson-Newman, but bopping Berry twice. The Rebs rolled to an 8-2 Georgia Con-
ference mark, tying for the crown with West Georgia. VSC beat the Braves 1-0 in
a play-off, and entered their first ever NAIA District tournament (see tournament
resume) .

Even though the Rebels lost two straight to Georgia Southern in the tourney, -
this was the best year, to that point, in the school's history. Perry, for the
second straight season, received local NAIA honors, and along with Angelo DeVivo
(.222) finished distinguished 4-year careers. .

Dennis Fike and Lindy
Evans return this sea-
son along with others
in hopes of taking the
region title.




VALDOSTA STATE

1965 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 18 - lost 11

AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB

Tommy Johnson, ss L8 15 18 9 .375 5 1 1 0
Ray Peters, p 30 5 10 7 .333 2 1 0 0
Lindy Evans, 3b 100 17 31 15 .310 2 1 0 0
Mike Perry, p-1b 71 13 19 10 .268 2 1 1 4
Ben Bates, c 98 17 25 16 .255 6 0 3 6
Bob Lamphier, cf 93 15 23 11 247 4 2 1 11
Jack Raley, 2b 90 17 22 13 .244 4 3 1 0
Angelo DeVivo, 1b 4s 9 10 10 .222 1 0 1 0
Dennis Fike, 1f 94 16 18 10 .191 2 0 2 3
Ron Fortner, p 28 8 5 5 .179 0 0 1 0
Ronnie Rowe, inf 49 5 8 4 .163 0o 2 O 0
Robert Creel, rf 52 9 8 8 . 154 2 0 O 1
TOTALS 912 159 222 131 .243 32 11 12 25

(Jim Grant, 1b 18-6, .333; Mike Terry, p 3-1, .333; Zack Wade, ¢ 23-7,
.304; Tommy Hutcherson, utl 22-5, .227; Bill Chapman, of 21-3, .143; Mark
Holloway, of 7-1, .143; Jimmy Robinson, utl 9-1, .111; Bill Gable, 2b 11-1,
.091)

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A.

Mike Perry 10 73 59 32 17 33 77 7-2 2.10
Ron Fortner 11 84.1 59 29 21 39 71 6-4 2.24
Ray Peters 10 70.2 67 36 24 23 Gh 4-5 3.05
TOTALS 29 242 195 104 68 103 210 18-11 2.53

(Jack Raley 0-0, 0.00; Mike Terry 1-0, 3.95)

(L) vsC 5, Florida Southern ....... 6 (L) vsCc 5, Oglethorpe ......... 6
VSC &4, Florida Southern ....... 3 VSC 13, Oglethorpe ......... 10
(L) VSC 2, StetSon ..eeveveeernnnns 9 VSC 11, West Georgia ....... 2
VSC 10, StetsSon ....coeveeeeenass 7 (L) vSC 1, West Georgia ....... 5
VSC 4, David Lipscomb ......... 1 VSC 13, Piedmont ........... 3
(L) vsc 0, David Lipscomb ......... 2 VSC 8, Piedmont ........... 2
VSC 3, Berry ....oicviiieennn. oo 1
VSC 5, Berry ....viviiieeennnnn 1
(L) vSC 1, Carson-Newman .......... 11 GEORGIA CONFERENCE PLAY-OFF
(L) vsC 2, Carson-Newman .......... 3 Macon, Ga.
VSC 1, Erskine ....oveeeneennns 0 VSC 1, West Georgia ....... 0
VSC 1, Erskine .....ccvinennn.. 0] :
VSC 9, Florida Presbyterian ... 3 NAIA DISTRICT 25 CHAMPIONSHIP
(L) vsC 3, Florida Presbyterian ... 4 Statesboro, Ga.
VSC 14, Oglethorpe ............. 5 (L) vsC 2, Georgia Southern ... 5
VSC 4, Pembroke State ......... 3 (L) vsC &4, Georgia Southern ... 6
(L) vSC 0, Pembroke State ......... 2
VSC 6, Shorter ........eeeeeen. 1
VSC 13, Shorter ................ 0 NOTE: Florida Presbyterian is now
VSC 14, Georgia State .......... 3 Eckerd.
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FRONT ROW: Robert Creel, Jim Grant, Tommy Hutcherson,
Lindy Evans, Ron Fortner. SECOND ROW: Dennis Fike, Jack
Raley, Bob Lamphier, Bill Gable, Ben Bates, Tommy Johnson.

TOP ROW: Herman Hudson, Zack Wade, Mike Perry, Ray
Peters, Jimmy Robinson, Coach Grant.







1966 RESUE 1
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

Oh! What a year it could have been. 15-9 certainly isn't bad, but a
second consecutive Georgia Conference title was in the offing, and the Rebels
simply blew it, dropping their last four games, including three in the con-
ference.

VSC beat some biggies this season, defeating Georgia Tech three times, The
Citadel twice, and splitting a two-game-set with nationally ranked Florida
Southern. But they really had problems in the GIAC, being upset by Berry 1-0, v
and Oglethorpe 3-2, besides being shut-out twice by hated West Georgia, 5-0 and
1-0. After the glories of '65, a 3-4 league mark was the result.

Hitting was the problem. The team sunk to a .237 average, while scoring
only two-runs in their crucial, final three conference games. First-baseman
Dennis Fike (.345), and catcher Zack Wade (.325) were the only regulars to hit
over .235. Outfielder Tommy Hutcherson (.344) saw only limited duty.

Pitching, on the other hand, was great. Coach Grant had returnee Ron Fortner
(4-3, 2.38 ERA) to lead three, top freshman recruits. Righthander Eddie Fisher
(8-2, 0.85 ERA) led the nation in earned-run-average, while "'Steady Eddie'
Middleton (1-1, 1.06 ERA), and southpaw Danny Petrovich (2-3, 2.67 ERA) pitched
like veterans.

Fisher, particularly drew praise, as the Federalsburg, Md., product main-
tained his composure through a record breaking mound season. '"'The Fish'' shut-out
Florida Southern and Mercer, and recorded other wins over Stetson, Georgia Tech,
Oglethorpe, Erskine, The Citadel, and Berry. He lost to West Georgia 1-0, on an
unearned run, and gave up only one earned-run in a 5-3 set-back to Jacksonville.




FIRST ROW: Eddie Fisher,
Larry Bostic, Tommy Hutch
Danny. Petrovich, Bill G

Joe Thornton, Billy Tyson, Claude Speck, Jack Raley, Charles Massey; THIRD ROW: Tommy
erson, Jimmy Womack: SECOND ROW:

Johnson, Rob -
Lampier, Eddie Middleton, Zack Wade, Coach Billy Grant.
able. Ben Bates, Dennis Fike. Ron Fortner,




VALDOSTA STATE

19 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won 15 -- lost 9

M R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR  SB '
Dennis Fike, 1b 87 16 30 15 .345 3 6 1 0

Tommy Hutcherson, of 32 3 1 3 344 0O 0 © 3 .
Zack Wade, c ' 80 15 26 16 .325 L 2 0
Edd ie Fisher sy P [ TR e 3] b 6 10 4 e % 3231015 8 1 0 0 0
Ben Bates, cf e 77%’ 12 18 10 T3 0 o0 1
Tommy Johnson, ss 79 13 18 10 .228 1 0 1 2
Jack Raley, 2b 81 8 17 13 .210 5 0 0 0
Joe Thornton, of 20 1 4 2 .200 0O 0 O 0
Claude Speck, 3b 77 17 14 3 .182 3 0 O 16
Bob Lamphier, 1f 67 4 12 6 .179 1 1 1 2
Ron Fortner, p 25 3 3 1 .120 2 0 o 0
TOTALS ©o 723 105 171 86 . .237: 20 10 5 24

(Jim Grant, 1b 13-4, .308; Bobby Ritch, of 10-2, .200; Paul Vick, p
10-1, .100; Eddie Middleton, p 15-1, .067; Danny Petrovich, p 10-0, .000;
Bill Gable, 2b 6-0, .000; Larry Bostic, utl 2-0, .000; Billy Tyson, p

1-0, .000)
G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R:A, ¢
Eddie Fisher 10 74 4o 15 7 28 L1 8-2 0.85
Eddie Middleton 3 17 6 3 2 6 8 1-1 1.06
Ron Fortner 10 68 29 28 18 31 55 4-3 2.38
Danny Petrovich 6 27 21 15 8 17 23 2-3 2.67
TOTALS 24 194 104 69 38 86 137 15-9 1.76
(Paul Vick 0-0, 2.57; Billy Tyson 0-0, 9.00)
(L) vsC 6, Florida Southern ....... 8 VSC 5, Erskine ......... 1
VSC 1, Florida Southern ....... 0 (L) vsC 0, Erskine ....c..... 6
VSC 5, Stetson ....eeveveeennnn 4 VSC 5, The Citadel ..... 3
VSC 6, Georgia Tech ........... 1 VSC 8, The Citadel ..... 1
VSC 1, DePauw ....ccveevecrennns 0 (L) vsc o, Berry .......... 1
VSC 4, Georgia Tech ........... 2 VSC 5, Berry ....covee.. 0
VSC 4, Georgia Tech ........... 2 (L) vsc 3, Jacksonville .... 9
VSC 10, Berry c.ceeeeeeenconnann 5 VSC 8, Mercer .......... 0
VSC 7, Oglethorpe ............. 5 (L) vsCc 2, Oglethorpe ...... 3
VSC 13, Oglethorpe ....c.vvun... 1 (L) vsC 0, West Georgia .... 5
(L) VSC 1, Mercer ...coveeeevennnn. 2 (L) vsC 0, West Georgia .... 1
VSC 8, Florida Presbyterian ... 4 (L) vsC 3, Jacksonville .... 5 )

NOTE: Florida Presbyterian is now Eckerd.







1967 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

The writing was on the wall in 1967, when sophomore, pitching sensation,
Eddie Fisher developed arm problems and went 1-3, on the year. The Rebels ended
14-16, with a 4-5 Georgia Conference mark, and saw a fine beginning end in failure.

Most disconcerting of all was VSC's embarassing record against Armstrong State
and Georgia Southwestern. Both these schools had just been made senior colleges
(from junior college status) for the 1966-1967 year, and the Rebs dropped four of
six games versus these teams, including a 13-2 pasting from ASC's Pirates.

Without Fisher, the burden fell-upon Ron Fortner (4-5, 2.12 ERA), Eddie
Middleton (4-2, 3.26 ERA), and Danny Petrovich (3-2, 2.55 ERA), but an enlarged
schedule and inconsistent relief work hurt the team performance. Of course, hit-
ting was the major problem, a burden that seemed to plague the Rebs year-after-
year.

The team hit .250, but with NO power. Claude Speck (.349) was the team
leader in the offensive department, while also stealing a school record 31-bases.
Ben Bates (.345) and catcher Zack Wade (.306) were the only other consistent hitters.
Behind Fortner, Petrovich, and Middleton, VSC won 7 of their first 10, including
biggies over David Lipscomb (twice), St. Louis (twice), and Georgia Tech, but faded
fast, and recorded their first debit year since 1963.

Pitching kept the Rebs afloat, but pitchers are a strange breed. Coach Bill
Grant seemed to always develop the good pitcher (even though hitting was always a
minus), and used unusual methods to keep them on the straight and narrow. During
the 1967 season, ''Big Eddie' Middleton was throwing a fine game, with the one ex-
ception that the down-in-the-line-up hitters (6-7-8-9), were seeing change-ups, and
slow curves, rather than his main forte-- the fast ball.

Coach Grant told Eddie two different times, ''throw the hard one.'" Against
the 120-pound, number-9 hitter (who had drilled a single, on a slow-curve, the
first time up), Ed began with a slow-change (ball-1). ‘''Lean-back and throw it,"
Grant yelled. The next pitch was another change, which was drilled foul, into
the left-field corner. Coach Grant bolted to the mound, and told Middleton, in no
uncertain terms, ' throw nothing but fast balls to this goof."

Eddie's next pitch was a slow curve, which was hit like a bullet between
second and short, for a single. Coach Grant sprinted to the mound, and grabbed
the ball held in Middleton's outstretched hand (he knew that he was gone), but
instead of calling for a relief pitcher, Grant (twice) placed his foot squarely
between Ed's anterior cheeks, as the big, sophomore attempted to make it safely to
the dugout. Eddie had been literally kicked out of the game by his coach. Part
of Middleton's problems, the remainder of his career, rested on the fact that he
seldom used the change, and slow curve. v

This was to be Coach Grant's last season as baseball coach, as his Athletic
Director duties, and the call of golf coach (and golf) beckoned. His presence
made VSC's athletic program, and of course, to this day he continues to lead the
state's best program.




Grant With Gold: VSC Coach Is Excellent Athlete

BASEBALL COACH, BILLY GRANT COACH GRANT




Baseball
Grant, with the new
V.S.C. pitching ma-

coach,

o g
BILL GRANT, Athletic Director
Grant first came to Valdosta

State in 1959 as assistant pro-
fessor of physical education and
head baseball coach. Also a na-
tive Valdostan, he was talented
enough in high school to earn a
football scholarship to the Univ-
ersity of Georgia. He -coached

team for eight seasons and directed them to the
school’s first conference championship in 1965.
In 1968, he relinquished his head coaching duties
to Thomas and became head of the physical edu-
cation department. In 1970, he took over as ath-
Grant received his BS degree in
physical education from the University of Georgia
and his MA degree from George Peabody College.

letic director.

VSC’s baseball



Claude Speck, cf
Ben Bates, c-of
Zack Wade, ¢

Joe Thornton, 3b
Dennis Fike, 1b
Danny Petrovich, p
Spence Kiser, 1f
Steve Crawford, rf
Eddie Middleton, p
Bobby Simpson, ss
Bill Brown, 3b
DeWayne Elder, 2b
Ron Fortner, p

TOTALS

(Vernon Twitty, 1b

AB
109
110

k9

36
108

26

64

95

37
106

59

84

31

968
-1,

VALDOSTA STATE

1967 Baseba
FINAL STATIST

won 14 - lost

11

ICS
16

R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
26 38 7 .349 4 0 o0 31
18 38 17 .345 3 2 1 5

9 15 1 .306 3 0 1 0

5 10 1 .277 1 0 O 0
12 29 17 .269 L 3 0 1

2 7 2 .269 0 0 1 1
11 17 8 .266 0 0 0 7
1% 22 6 .232 L, 3 0 2

3 8 3 .216 0o 0 O 0

g 20 15 .188 2 1 0 1

5 11 3 .186 0 0 O 1
11 15 9 .179 2 1 0 0

2 L 3 .129 T 1 1 0

131 242 106 .250 25 13 4 50
.286; Sonny Williams, p 5-1, .200; Eddie Fisher,

p 11-2, .182; Duane White, p 7-1, .143;
Griffin, utl 5-0, .000; R.S. DeLoach, 1b
G IP H R
Eddie Fisher 6 33.1 29 20
Ron Fortner 10 76.1 56 30
Danny Petrovich 1 60 51 28
Sonny Williams 4 15.2 10 8
Eddie Middleton 8 58 55 35
Duane White 4 16.1 29 24
TOTALS 30 259.2 230 146
(L) vSC 2, Tennessee Tech ..... 3 (L)
(L) vsC 8, Tennessee Tech ..... 13 (L)
VSC 2, David Lipscomb ..... 0 (L)
VSC 3, David Lipscomb ..... 1
VSC 4, St. Louis Univ. 1
VSC 2, St. Louis Univ. 1 (L)
(L) vsC 2, Georgia Tech ....... 9
VSC 9, Georgia Tech ....... 4
VSC 12, Malone .........c.... 3 (L)
VSC 12, Malone .........c... 7 (L)
(L) vsC 6, Belmont Abbey ...... 11 (L)
(L) vsc 1, Belmont Abbey ...... 3 (L)
(L) vsC 2, Armstrong State .... 13 (L)
(L) vsC 3, Armstrong State .... 4
VSC 2, Erskine ............ 1

John Trimnell, of 2-0, .000; F.T.
10-0, .000)
ER BB SO W-L E.R.A.
6 10 24 1-3 1.62
18 37 59 4-5 2.12
17 31 37 3-2 2.55
5 2 4 1-1 2.87
21 28 30 4-2 3.26
13 15 13 1-3 7.16
80 123 167 14-16 2.77
VSC 2, Erskine ...ceeeivennennn. 7
VSC 0, Georgia Southwestern .... 2
VSC 3, Armstrong State ......... 9
VSC 6, Armstrong State ......... 1
VSC 4, Jacksonville .....o.u.... 1
VSC 5, Jacksonville ............ 10
VSC 3, Berry ...ceieiienecennnns 2
VSC 3, Berry ....iiiieeneenennns 2
VSC 5, Florida Southern ........ 6
VSC 1, Jacksonville ....c.c..... 10
VSC 4, Jacksonville ....vevv.... 5
VSC 2, West Georgia ...evevennn. 3
VSC 2, West Georgia ............ 6
VSC 8, Georgia Southwestern .... 4
VSC 9, Oglethorpe .....ccvvvunnn 3
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VALDOSTA STATE

1968 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won 15 -- lost 9

AB R H BI AVG, 2R 3B HR SB

Steve Crawford, rf 95 18 36 23 .379 12 4 1 15
Claude Speck, cf 102 27 36 3 .353 7 1 0 27
Larry Meredith, 3b 94 21 33 20 .351 10 O 1 9
DeWayne Elder, c 66 10 18 8 .273 L o o 8
Spence Kiser, of L1 7 10 4 244 0O 0 O 0
Jack Toole, 1b 84 9 19 15 .226 6 0 1 8
Larry Hysler, 2b 71 7 16 7 .225 5 0 o0 6
Bobby Simpson, ss 81 8 18 11 .222 2 2 1 3
Joe Thornton, If 35 6 7 1 .200 1 0 O 3
Danny Petrovich, p 20 2 2 1 .100 0O 0 O 0
TOTALS 802 133 224 108 .279 52 8 &4 85

(R.S. DeLoach, 1b 1-1, 1.000; Sparky Wright, ¢ 11-7, .636; Richard Vann, p
6-3, .500; Harry Jones, 1b 17-6, .353; Jimmy Devane, ¢ L4-1, .250; Eddie
Middleton, p 4-1, .250; Tommy Brown, p 9-2, .222; Bobby Sloan, 1b 17-3,
.176; Duane White, p 7-1, .143; Ron Fortner, p 17-2, .118; Eddie Fisher, p
18-2, .111; Hansel Faulkner, ss 2-0, .000)

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A,

Danny Petrovich 9 62 50 20 9 18 50 5-1 1.31
Eddie Fisher 9 68 63 32 18 21 63 L-3 2.38
Duane White 6 21 23 11 7 9 23 1-2 3.00
Ron Fortner 8 38.1 33 17 13 8 33 3-1 3.05
Richard Vann 6 30.2 22 18 13 13 18 1-2 3.82
TOTALS 24 231.1 194 101 63 73 191 15-9 2.45

(Tommy Brown 1-0, 1.93; Eddie Middleton 0-0, 2.70)

VSC 7, David Lipscomb .......... 6 VSC 11, Armstrong State ......... 1
(L) vsC 2, David Lipscomb .......... 5 VSC 5, Armstrong State ......... 3
VSC 13, Lake Forest ............. 8 (L) vsSC 2, Oglethorpe «o.eveeennennn 4
VSC 3, DePauw ....ivevevcucnnnn. 2 (L) VSC 4, Berry ...oeveeniennnennnnn 9
VSC L4, DePauw ....vvvevvennnnnn. 2 VSC 2, Berry c..eeeevenencannnns 0
VSC 6, Armstrong State ......... 0 VSC 9, Jacksonville .....coc.... 4
VSC 10, *Burlington (la.) A's ... 2 VSC 8, Jacksonville ....cvuenn... 6
VSC 5, *Leesburg (Fla.) A's .... 1 (L) vSC 0, West Georgia v.oeeeeeeenn. 5
VSC 7, Georgia Southwestern .... 1 (L) vSC 1, West Georgia «v.eeeeennn. 2
(L) VSC 5, Erskine vveeeeieeeennenn. 8 (L) vSC 1, Georgia Southwestern .... 5
VSC 3, Erskine «v.veveennunnnnn. 2 (L) vsC 5, Jacksonville ....ovvuvnnn 9
VSC 13, High POINt eeenevnnnenn. R (L) VSC 2, Jacksonville ..eeeeeen... 5

NOTE: wunder then existing rules, of both the NAIA and NCAA, games against *professional
teams were counted. Coach Thomas received official notification from the NAIA
National Office to this effect.




1968 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

Two weeks before the opener of the the 1968 season, head coach Bill Grant,
handed the team over to his newly hired assistant, Tommy Thomas. Thomas was no
stranger to VSC baseball, having been the top catcher in the school's history
(1959-1962), while leading the team in hitting his final three seasons.

What the Rebel baseball team lost in Coach Grant was a fun-loving, yet
stearn, taskmaster, whose players knew that thin-line between being on the good
and/or bad side of their coach. What they got in Coach Thomas was one of the
finest baseball minds around, who had an affection for long-practicing and detail;
but, whose ''good-guy'' nature saw the best in people, seldom their faults.

What Thomas inherited was a group of experienced hell-raisers, who celebrated
win, or lose, and whose behaviors had been dictated by the mood of their former
coach. Thomas would have some problems in regard to various decisions because
the flamboyant Grant had used a strong approach, while Coach '"T'" would sometimes
waver.

The Rebels of 1968 were strong in hitting (a record .279 team average),
pitching (2.45 team ERA), and fielding (.960). Veterans Danny Petrovich (5-1,
1.31 ERA), Eddie Fisher (4-3, 2.38 ERA), and Ron Fortner (3-1, 3.05 ERA), steadied
an otherwise green mound staff, while outfielders Steve Crawford (.379) and
Claude Speck (.353), and third-baseman Larry Meredith (.351) provided the hitting.

Speck (27), and Crawford (15) combined for 42 stolen bases, as the team
amassed a record 85 thefts. All of these statistics, however, added to only a
15-9 record, and a 4-5 Georgia Conference mark, as the Rebs faded in the stretch,
dropping their last five games, three of which were in the league.

David Lipscomb was battled in a 17-inning season opener (which took two days
to complete), before VSC won 7-6 behind Petrovich's seven-inning relief job, and
game winning RBI. The Rebels rolled to a 15-4 log, as Petrovich shut-out Armstrong
State and Berry, and the team won games over two professional clubs. Only upset
losses to loop rivals Oglethorpe (4-2), and Berry (9-4) marred an exciting start.

On April 27, after two big wins over Jacksonville four days earlier, VSC
rolled into Carrollton to battle West Georgia for the conference lead. Coach
Thomas described the day as ''Black Saturday,' as the home-team won 5-0, and 2-1
decisions. Petrovich lost the opener, while Fisher (a last minute choice over
Fortner) lost the heart-breaking, 10-inning, nite-cap, as the Rebs garnered only
10-hits in the doubleheader.

Fortner did not bother to show for the last three games, as Georgia South-
western and Jacksonville (twice) solidified the team's decline. Even with the
late season debacle, Petrovich was close to being named All-American, as he nabbed
NAIA honorable-mention honors.
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' ROME — Valdodta, State Col-
lege’s "Rebels,-got..two" runs in
the "top of ‘the’ nintli*inning to
notch a 20 victory: Qvet the Ber-
ry College kamgs in"a: base-
ball game: here Saturday

W.i t h the win, the Rebels
bounced back. from a9 -4 de-
feat at the hands ‘of the Vikings
here Friday. Both games were
Georgia 'Intercollegiate Con-
ference affairs, and the Rebels
are 41 in- cmferenee ‘play and
13-4 for the season.

Danny Petrovich went the
distance on-the mound for the
Rebels and held: the Vikings

Vaidosta. Stats -

E
4

—_—t A

Sloan, " 1b
sl ss
Hysler, 2b
Thornton, rf
Petrovich,. p~ -

TOIALS

cooco—-0=00

| gu——oONRS

, _L.._.‘.-mo'wd 002211
000 040 D00—042

Errors — Meredith; Mld(. Powon

Double Plays — . Simpion 6. Hysler to
Sloan, Goble to Foss.

Left On Base — VSC 5, Berry 8.

Two - Base Hits — Elder, Roy.

Three - Base. Hits — Simpson, ‘Roy.

Stolen Bases — Bowsn, EMer. -

Sacrifices — Petrovich (bunf)
Crawford (bunt) Baggett (bunt).

Vaidosia sim
Berry .

Pitchers R I’9 !: ro 0; N" !:
Petrovich i 9
Davis —_— 9 7./2°2 1S

to four scattered' hits as he
notched his' fifth win against
no défeats. .

The Rebels got their runs in
the ninth inning when left-field-

er Steve Crawford walked and
catcher Dewayne. Elder doubled
to score him. Then shortstop
Bobby Simpson hit a  triple
which scored Elder for the

Re boun d =
2-' Viete tory

' Rebels second ‘tun of the lm-

ing.

They are presently tied for
the league lead with the West'
Georgia -College Braves.  West
Georgia . is 3-1:in conterencc
play while the Rebels are 41.

Coach Tommy Thomas® Rell
nine is slated to return:to. aeﬁon

VSC’s 4th Win
VALDOSTA — Danny Pe-
trovich got his fourth win
against no losses Tuesday as
Valdosta State whipped Geor
gia Southwestern, 7-1,
Petrovich struck out 11,
walked none and allowed
three hits to-help the Rebels
to their ninth win against two
Jlosses. Claude Speck hit two
singles and Spence Kaiser

‘contributed a double for Val-
-dosta.

s-' Soumvnsm'n 301;?00 001~ ; g
. E‘Han ar\d Gundtman, Petrovich and

at. homeg. this afternoon

Jacksonvile “University. &' %8
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By SAMMY GLASSMAN
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta State College’s base-
ball Rebels used a fast start at
the plate and a strong-all-the-
way pitching performance by
Danny Petrovich to score a 7-1
“victory over the Georgia South-
‘western College Hurricanes here
Tuesday.

:racked up four runs in the first
-inning and were never in dan-

ger of losing the advantage
_after that as Petrovich hand-
‘cuffed the visitors from Ameri-

gles.

« With the triumph the Rebs
‘boosted their regular season

Georgia Intercollegiate Athletic
.Conference mark to 2-0. South-
-western now owns a 2-11 chart.

To produce those four runs in
‘the opening frame, the Rebs

‘mixed doubles by Steve Craw-
ford and Jack Toole with a sin-
‘gle by Spence Kiser and a pair
‘of walks. VSC went on to collect
@ total of nine hits in the game.
" Petrovich, a junior left-hander
was sharp as he racked up his

Coach Tommy Thomas’ Rebs

«cus with three. scattered sin-

record to 5-1 and increased their *

Baseball Rebels

Clip Hurrlcanes 3

DAN PETROVICH'
Gains Third Win

third hill vxctory of the season
without a loss. He ‘whiffed ~11
and didn't issue a walk.

For "eight frames he didn’t
allow a Hurricane runner to get. |
past first. Petrovich’s bid for
a shutout w a s blocked when
Southwestern tallied an unearn-

ed run in the ninth inning. The ™

-

Humcanes lone marker came
on the combmgtiqn of a single,

. two. VSC errox's and a. sacrifice

fly.

Whlle the Rehs made a pair
of miscues in:-.the: final frame,
they. were flawléss in the field
durmg the first. eight innings.

Next ‘action far'sthe Bebs wﬂl
come' “Fridgy - "when: they -are
‘slated {o°opena ﬂwogame 'stand
here . “against ; Erskine

College.
! Southwestein
‘Guest, -1
Roes, 83 *
Lanier, rf

. English b
Engllah, cf.
Hal, p -

‘Nysler, 2h

Crawford
Faylkner, ‘se
Sintpson, * ss :
Jones, rf
Petrovich,” p .
Thornton *,

‘TOTMS
Southwestern 000
Valdos'a State - 7. 420 109 00x-79
“Errors — Pur&mn wm
eredish el
Lett'on base —~'VsC§, S 3

Two-Base hifs -Téble, Crawford .-
Stolen bases —Spﬁck. Kmm TOMS 2»

Simpson, Meredith 2°

Sacrmces - Lanlar ufy}
Pitchers ___ ‘
Halt (L) ..
Petrovich ‘tw) 9 TN
Passed balis —, Gundm &Ly
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-3 FRONT ROW: Steve Crawford, C 'z .z= 3peck, Duane White, Joe Thornton, Allen Emert, Eddie Fisher, SECOND ROW: Spence Kiser, Tommyis
& Brown, Larry Meredith, Bobby S ~z«0n. Larry Hysler, Bobby Sloan, THIRD ROW: Coach Tommy Thomas, DeWayne Elder, Harry Jone: '-'
4 Sparky Wright, Eddie Middleton ‘3 - >

A

3 Vann, Jack Toole and Jimmy D ) ny Petrovich

R
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Toole’s Home Run

Wins For Rebels

— — —
8Y TIMES STAFF WRITER

A two-run homer by first base-
man Jack Toole after two outs
in the bottom of the ninth inn-
ing gave the Valdosta State
College Rebels an 8-6 baseball
victory. over the Jacksonville
(Fla.) University Dolphins.

With  the triumph coach
Tommy Thomas’ Rebs swept a
two-game series with the Dolph-
ins. Both VSC and Jacksonville
now own identical 15-4 records.

Toole’s game-winning blast in
the ninth came after a see-saw
duel in which the Rebs took a
five-run lead in the third, then
found themselves trailing 6-5
after six innings.

In the eighth inning the Rebs
pushed across one run to tie it
up ‘at 6-6. An error, singles by
Spence Kiser and Bobby Simp-
son, and a walk produced that
tally.

Then came: the bottom of the
ninth. Larry Meredith had sing-
led, but there were two. out
when Toole took his turn at the
plate. He ended it with a blast
over the left field barrier.

Freshman lefthander Richard
Vann gained the hill victory af-
ter four scoreless innings of re-
lief work. The win leveled his
tecord off at 1-1.

Jacksonville’s big gun was
Rich Beanhart, who. powered a
pair of homers while the Dolph"
ing were rallying during the mid-
dle innings.

Toole’s game-wmnlng circuit
blow - came off Jax’ reluctant
relief hurler Lenny Carey. Bob
Mehlich .was the starter. and
worked: eight innings, then was
ejected from the game after a
dispute with the umpires over
the calling of balls and strikes.
Carey got the calt in-the finth,
offered up the ‘wrong: pitch: to
Toole and -took the loss.

still have five road games to
play, including a pair against
West Georgia at Carrolltorn on

Saturday.
Jacksonvitle ab r h b
Kapp, 2b J—————. T I B o e —— M
Bernhart, cf —_—— 5222 Jacksonville ar hrbl
Bell, ss 5110 Kapp, 2 ' ___.__ i. 23100
Menendez, 3b 3110 Bernhat, cf ....-___:Z:J 12 2
Byrdes, rf 000 Bell, 8 .. . 4.0 1.0
Sutton, 1b 11 2 Menendez, 3b° e .37 00
McCall, 1f 000 Byrnes, ft AL 14010
Schelegel, ¢ 010 Sutton, 1B 4 01
. Mehlich, p 01 2 mecall, -1t e 3 0 00
Sanders, ¢ 02 0]|| Schiegel, ¢ S X4 111
Gann, |If 100 Hart, p.’ BEESTRTR PO B s;,o
Carey, p 000 Garey; p - ity 1 0 000
R Vanderpoit - sty -1 0°0 @
ToTALS 34 69 6| G ol g0 0
aldosta State abr h rbi < B .
Speck, cf 100 [ JOTALS - . 33 46 4
Meredith, 2 1 of | iVadosta Stare . . . abr hidi
Crawford, 12 2 - Speck, cf il 4 2 2°0
Toole, 1b 11 2 - Meredith, 3b —_——5010
Elder, ¢ 211 iCrawford, et . 4 3 2 1.
Kiser, it 021 [Yoole, 1B e 4230
Simpson, ss 030 sBger, ¢ i 4 13 2
Hysler, 2b T o1 -Jones, rf ————-l-v,r-y——-’ 101
Fortner, p 000 TIOMIN, L I . iigieris ®, 8107 D
1 , 000 Nm?”ﬂl’t‘.____.—..lblz
< Vann, p 000 Hysler, 2b [—— N N N ]
. e, ;l'ﬂ::n P 3000
- TOTALS 810 7 08N, | ermemmientgee—e® 0. 0. 0
Times §taft Photo dacksonville 000 312 Y00t 87  voraLs C
" ajdosta State  ___ 005 000 012—8-10-1 L 9 126
JACK TOOLE Errors — Sanders, Schelegel, Toole. | i Jacksonvill' —— O O 200—¢- 48
Clouts Homer Left On Base — VSC 6, JV'7. Valdosta: State 410 300 OBx=-9-12-1
Two --Base Hits — Menendez, Sanders, Errors —- Menendez, ’“PP 2, 30"%
. Crawford, Elder. Hart, S¢hlegl, Toole
The game was the last re- ;ﬂome Runs — Toole, Bernhart 2. &’M' piays — Menendez o Kapp'to
tolen Bases — Melhlich, Meredith,
gularly scheduled home contest | o eses o o oty : LmonM—-VSC 7, i’“
for the Rebels this season. They | pitchers P h rerbbso] | . TWwobase Nits —
Mehlich ___ ... 8.8 6436 V?W"!""W""’l: lvrulum .
Carey (L) _____"723222.01 Stolen bases — k2, Kapp
Fortner _ 57 4425 Sicriﬂcn-Fuhq Mn?) . :
Middleton _ 022230 :&:’m w2 3PN rarbb se
Vann (W) . 20021 ,(l)‘,.—__..g.'e:g . 4.9 4 53
Hit By Pitcher, By Middleton (San- Corey - (0438404908
ders), Fisher (w) SR BV IR R
Passed Balls — Elder. « Wit pite ot Maher 1 .
lit-By i “Fls
Call,.X -
Passad
L

‘Clips Dolph 1;.

-from there to a 94 victory over

-sity Dolphins here Monday.

-burst in the initial frame and

.in the second. As it turned out

By SAMMY GLASSMAN

Times Sports Editor
Valdosta State College’s ‘base-
ball’ Rebels - jumped off to an
early - six-run lead and went

the Jacksonville (Fla. )Univer-

Coach Tommy Thomas’ Rebs
got started with a four-run out-

then added two more markers

that was more than enough runs
to assure VSC the victory.

The win boosted the Rebs’
record to 14-4. The Dolphins now

«wn a 154 chart, VSC and Jtick- formanée which: brwght him hls

sonville were to wind up- fheir,
two-game series with a éontest
here this afternoon.

In yesterday’s duel, Valdosta
State nicked a pair of Dolphin
hurlers for a dozen hits. They
hit four singles, by Steve Craw-
ford, Jack Toole, Dewayne-El-
der and Bobby Simpson, durn'sgu
their wprising in the ﬁrst ‘inn-:
ing. Simpson’s rap drove in two\
runs, 4
Righthander Ed Fisher went
the distance on the hill for:
VSC, allowed just six hits,;

walked only one and struck out'

seven for a good pxtchmg pe!'-]

fourth victagy: nst -one: Joss
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