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PREFACE.

Ix preparing the following account of the
Apostle Eliot, it has been my object to con-
fine the narrative as strictly as possible within
the limits of his personal biography, and of
the circumstances necessarily connected with
it.  The story obviously furnishes many
points, at which a writer would desire to
avail himself of the opportunities presented
for discussion and general remarks. Among
these topics, the condition and fate of the
American Indians, and the character of mis-
sionary enterprises among them since Eliot’s
time, would open a large field for inquiry
and reflection, in connexion with the history
of a man, who labored so strenuously for that
interesting race. It would likewise be desir-
able to take a somewhat ample notice of Mr.
Eliot’s fellow-laborers in the same benevo-
lent work. But my limits have necessarily
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precluded these and similar digressions. The
object of a work like the present is to give a
distinct and faithful picture of the life, doings,
opinions, and habits of the individual; and
the reader must be left to derive from the
account such materials for speculation as
may be suggested to his own mind.

Of the sources, from which I have drawn
the facts for this biographical sketch, some
are obvious, and have been before used; to
others access has hitherto been had either
not at all, or only at second hand. The “Col-
lections of the Massachusetts Historical So-
ciety,” which are full of useful materials for
the student of American history, have af-
forded important aid. These volumes, be-
sides the account of the apostle Eliot pre-
pared by his highly respected namesake, the
Reverend Dr. John Eliot of Boston, contain
scattered facts and documents connected
with the subject of this work. I have con-
sulted the Colony Records, and in a few in-
stances they have furnished me with facts,
which I was glad to obtain.
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I have been reluctantly compelled, by
want of room, to omit many of the most in-
teresting questions proposed by the Indian
converts to their teacher, and some details of
M. Eliot’s proceedings. But I hope the book
will be found to present a fair representation
of his deeds and character, and to consti-
tute a memorial not altogether unworthy of
one belonging to the venerable class of “the
righteous who shall be in everlasting remem-
brance.” The record of the wise and good
will never be forgotten by a community, who
understand what they owe to themselves ;
and it may be refreshing briefly to withdraw
from the heating excitements, which daily
crowd upon the public mind, to the con-
templation of a man, whose long life was a
life of moral labor, whose active spirit was
a spirit of self-sacrifice and of pure be-
nevolence.
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JONATHAN EDWARDS.

CHAPTER L.

His Birth. — His elementary Education. — His

collegiate Course. — His early Piety.

WEe owe scarcely any debt to our generation
more obvious, or more important, than to record,
for the benefit of coming times, the lives of men
eminent for their talents, their intellectual culture,
and Their pure and elevated virtue. We owe to
the dead themselves the duty of commemorating
their actions, of cherishing their reputation, and
of perpetuating, as far as possible, the benefits
which they have conferred upon us: This is
especially the case, when their eminence is of
such a peculiar character as to' present, at every
step, an example adapted not to dazzle, but to in-
struct, to guide, and to_animate. It was quaintly
said by one of the kmgs of Aragon, “Dead men
are our best instructers.” With living men, and
passing measures, there is, ordinarily, connected
so much prejudice and passion, that we are often
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insensible to their most impressive lessons. But,
when death has set his seal upon the character
of a departed worthy, and the din of conflict has
passed away, we are prepared to receive the full
benefit of his example.

Hence it is that the character and the works
of some men become more precious to the com-
munity every year that we recede from the period
of their departure from the scene of action. No
one can doubt that this is the case with regard to
the life of the great and good man whose history
and portrait there will now be an attempt to ex-
hibit. The writer of these pages, in undertaking
the task assigned to him, of compiling the follow-
ing memoir, felt that he was venfux_‘ing on the per-
formance of a duty as arduous as it was honora-
ble. He considered himself as called upon, not
to be the apologist of a party, but faithfully to
exhibit one of the greatest of men just as he was,
and to endeavor to render his history and char-
acter useful to the great cause to which he con-
secrated his life. Whatever may be the measure
of his success, this is his great object. For the
same purpose, the view taken will be more ex-
tended and minute than, in ordinary cases, is
deemed proper for the present work. In taking
this course, the supposition can scarcely be ad-
mitted that it will be regretted by intelligent
readers.
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JonaTHAN EpWaRDS was born' at East Wind-
sor, Connecticut, on the 5th day of October,
1703. His parents were, the Reverend Timothy
Edwards, for sixty-four years the beloved and
venerated pastor of the Congregational Church
of East Windsor ; and Esther Stoddard, daughter
of the Reverend Solomon Stoddard, who was, for
more than half a ‘century, pastor of the church
of Northampton, Massachusetts, and, in his day,
one of the most eminent ministers of New Eng
land for piety, talents, pastoral fidelity, and useful
ness. The families of Edwards and Stoddard
were both of English descent, and had been both
distinguished, for several generations, for piety,
infellectual vigor; and commanding influence in
their respective spheres of duty. ~ William Ed-
wards, Esquire, the great-grandfather of Jonathan,
was the first of his family who came to America,
about the year 1640, and settled in Hartford, as
a respectable merchant ; and Anthony Stoddard,
Esquire, the grandfather of Esther Stoddard, ap-
pears to have emigrated from the West of Eng-
land, about the same time, and to have taken up
his abode 'm’ Boston ; in what profession is un-
known. ; :

+ 'The character ‘of Esther Stoddard, the mother

of the subject of this memoir, was no less emi-

nent than that of her husband. She is repre-

sented, by tradition, as a woman of distinguished
B2
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strength of mind, of superior education, peculiarly
fond of reading, and of ardent piety ; and, of
course, as well adapted to adorn and to bless the
large domestic circle committed to her care. She
was the mother of eleven children. The subject
of this memoir was the fifth child of his parents
in order, and their only son.

Young Edwards received all the early part of
his education under his paternal roof at East
Windsor. His father was eminent among his
clerical brethren as a Latin, Greek, and Hebrew
scholar, and was, for many years, in the habit
of receiving under his tuition, and preparing for
college, a numbeér of young men destined for’
the learned professions. He also instructed his
daughters in the same branches of knowledge, as
are usually required in candidates for admission
into the college classes. Under the- direction of
this enlightened, pious, and affectionate parent,
aided by his elder sisters, who had preceded him
in these branches of instruction, the subject of
this memoir commenced the study of the Latin
language at six years of age.

Of the character or history of ‘these early
‘studies, little is known, excepting that it may be
inferred, from the accuracy and maturity of his
attainments in classical literature, and in Hebrew,
in after-life, that the foundation, in these depart-
ments of knowledge, was now carefully and skil-
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fully laid. From the earliest period of his educa-
tion with which we are-acquainted, his intellectual
culture seems to have been marked by an ardent
thirst for knowledge, a desire to go to the bottom
of every subject, and, what might have been ex-
pected, as the natural consequence, indefatigable
diligence. He was early taught, by his excellent
father, to use the pen abundantly ; to study with
it habitually in his hand ; te make a record of his
doubts, his difficulties, and his comments on every
subject, and to bring all his knowledge to the test
of expressing it on paper for himself. In a word,
it seems to have been a leading principle of his
father, in regard to this son, and indeed all his
children, to encourage them, from their tenderest
years, to engage frequently in letter-writing, and
every other kind of composition, as one of the
best means of intellectual discipline. That this -
early habit exerted much influence on his subse-
quent studies and investigations, and contributed,
in no small degree, to give a character to his
after-life, cannot be doubted.

Nor did he confine his attention, at this tender
age, to those studies which usually employ the
mental faculties in their earlier developement.
Nothing that came in his way seems to have
escaped his inquisitive and active powers. 'The
science of nature, as well as of the mind and of
morals, all had attractions for him, and all engaged
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a portion of his attention. "The humble record
of his reply, at ten years of age, to a fellow
student, who had advanced the notion that the
soul is material, certainly evinces a capacity of
connected thought on such subjects, and a power
of humor and sarcasm, truly rare in a child. And
his detailed notice and speculations on the habits
of the 'Wood-Spider, two years afterwards, show a
degree of wakefulness, activity, and discrimination
of mind, a habit of close attention, and a power
of philosophical speculation, altogether extraor-
dinary. £

In the year 1716, this remarkable youth en-
tered Yale College at New Haven, a few days
before the completion of the thirteenth year of
his age. That institution was then not only in
its infancy, but likewise laboring under many and
serious disadvantages. It had been founded at
Saybrook, in 1701 ; but the rector or president
resided at Killingworth, eight -or ten miles distant
from Saybrook, because he continued to be the
pastor of a church at the former place, and his
people refused to consent to his dismission from
them. Al the students, therefore, during the in-
cumbency of the Reverend Mr. Pierson, the first
rector, resided and studied at Killingworth. The
commencements, however, were éonstantly held
at Saybrook, which was the nominal and legal
seat of the college.

R O T N N R P D N W e~
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After the death of the first rector, in 1707, his
successor, the Reverend Mr. Andrews, appointed
rector pro tempore, also continued for twelve years
to hold the office in conjunction with that of pas-
tor of the church at Milford, more than forty miles
distant from Saybrook. So that when young Ed-
wards entered the college, the students were scat-
tered in several places, owing to a struggle in
respect to its ultimate location. Thirteen resided
at New Haven, fourteen at Wethersfield, and four
at Saybrook. The distance of the rector’s resi-
dence from the places of study and tuition greatly
diminished both his influence and his usefulness.
Both the ‘instruction and government of the in-
stitution were chiefly conducted by the tutors.
Owing to this, and other untoward circumstances,
the state -of the college, at the time referred to,
was peculiarly unfriendly to tranquil and profitable
study. ;

But such were the love of knowledge and the
manly firmness of young Edwards, that no diffi-
culty appalled him ; no agitation turned him aside
from his prescribed course. He surmounted all
obstacles, and showed that he was able to mark
out a course for himself. Though his fellow-
students became disorderly, and, at length, mu-
tinous, yet he took no part in the mutiny and
insubordination which surrounded him, but studied
with diligence and success; and such were his
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dignity and scholarship, that he maintained, by the
acknowledgment of all, the highest standing in
his class, and the entire respect and confidence
of his fellow-students, notwithstanding his refusal
to unite with them in their disorderly proceedings.
No part of his collegiate studies seems to have
been slighted, much less overlooked. All of them
appear to have engaged his close and faithful at-
tention. On all of them he seems to have laid
out his strength. Here, as under his father’s roof,
he continued the habit of using the pen continu-
ally in all his studies.

It is presumed to be very rare mdeed that a
boy of fourteen years of age ever thinks of look-
ing into such a book as Locke’s ¢ Essay on the
Human Understanding.” But that such a youth
should not only look into it, but enter with delight
into its philosophy and its arguments, is a fact of
which there are probably few examples. Yet
such was the case with the subject of this memoir.
In his second year ‘in college, he not only read
the work in question with interest, but declared
that, in the perusal of it, he enjoyed a far higher
pleasure “ than the most greedy miser finds, when
gathering up handfuls of silver and gold from some
newly-discovered treasure.”” This fact shows the
bent, as well as the wakeful activity, of his mind.
To this department of study he manifested an
insatiable fondness to the end of life. But in
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every department, to which ‘his attention was
turned, he was a devoted student. In mathe-
matics, in natural philosophy and astronomy, and
in moral science, as well as in the' philosophy of
the human mind, he appears to have been deter-
mined to take nothing on trust, but to think, to
inquire, and to judge for himself. The manuscript
notes, which he left on all these subjects, bear a
very striking character. They evince a mind
ardent in the pursuit of knowledge, and deter-
mined to digest and make his own every thing
that he received from books, or from his teachers,
and even a disposition, at that early age, to push
his inquiries beyond them all.

The close of his collegiate course corresponded
with -this reputation. It was not only honorable,
but so in the highest degree. In September,
1720, a few days before the completion of his
seventeenth year, he received the first degree in
the arts ; and, at the Commencement, had assigned
to him not only the most eminent, but almost the
sole and accumulated honor awarded to his class.

The mind of this extraordinary youth, as might
have been expected from the character of his
parents, was early and carefully directed in the
channel of moral and religious culture. His fa-
ther’s family seems to have been a scene of the
most pure and refined intellectual and moral in-
fluence, as well as of the most sound and enlight-
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ened piety. * Perhaps in no domestic circle in the
land, were habits of thought, of intelligence, of
literary taste, of industry, and of religion.in all its
loveliness, more conspicuous than in that of which
he was a member. There is no human influence
better adapted to exert a happy power in forming
the character of a young man, than the society of
cultivated, refined, and virtuous sisters. In this
respect, young Edwards «was peculiarly favored.
Himself the only son, associated with ten sisters
of enlightened, polished minds, and engaged, to a
considerable extent, in the same studies with him-
self, he manifested all that softness, refinement,
and moral correctness, which the society of such
sisters was eminently adapted to impress. He
was in a school fitted to impart the finest moral
finish to intellectual -culture. ©~ Even before his
mind was brought under the governing influence
of religious truth, his amiable spirit, his modesty,
his docility, his dutifulness to his parents, his fra-
ternal kindness and attention, and his uniform
respectfulness and regularity,—all demonstrated
that his domestic training had been of the most
benign and happy character. ~And hence, during
his collegiate course, amidst all the disorders into
which his fellow-students were betrayed by their
peculiar and unhappy circumstances, he seems to
have stood aloof from all their turbulence; to
have maintained a prudent, firm, inoffensive, dig-
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nified course, and yet not to have forfeited the
respect or the good will of his companions in
study. :

He had no participation in that ignoble char-
acter, which is too often found in the classes of
colleges ; the character of those who, while they
boast of their spirit and manliness, have not the
moral courage to do as their own consciences tell
them they ought in a season of disorder and re-
bellion. There is no more miserable cowardice,
than that which governs young men in public
literary institutions, who cannot summon firmness
of mind enough to separate themselves from dis-
orderly, mutinous companions; but are dragged
on, in a course which they secretly condemn, and
which may lead not only to their injury and dis-
grace, but to their irretrievable ruin. We have, in
the character of the noble youth before us, an
example of one who manifested all the softness
and refinement of the most plastic nature, united
with all the decision, moral courage, and elevation
of spirit, that marked the finest specimen of mod-
est heroism.

The first religious impressions of any remarka-
ble- character, made on the mind of young Ed-
wards, seem to have occurred in the seventh or
eighth year of his age. They were made during
a season of unusual religious attention in his fa-
ther’s church.  According to his own modest

C
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account, he was for many months much affected,

and seriously concerned about the things of re-
llgxon, and his soul’s salvation. He was abundant
in religious duties ; used to pray five times a day
in secret; spent much time in. religious conversa-
tion and prayer with other boys; united with
them in erecting a booth, as a place of social
worship, in a neighboring retired place ; and often
felt much flow of affection and pleasure when
engaged in the exercises of religion. In a few
months, however, these impressions and habits
gradually wore off, and he returned to his former
state of comparative carelessness. His own de-
liberate estimate, afterwards, of his exercises at
this period, was that they were spunous, and by
no means partook of the nature of genuine piety.
A different estimate, however, has been formed
by some of his pious friends. They suppose that,
éven then, the germ of true religion was 1mp1anted
in his heart, which, amidst some subsequent back-
sliding, never wholly perished.

Toward the latter part of his course in college,
impressions of a more deep, genuine, and perma-
nent character seem to have been made on his
heart. To this period he referred the commence~
ment of his life as a Christian. His own account
of the event is in the following language.

¢ I was brought to seek salvation in a manner
that I never was before. .I felt a spirit to part
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with all things in the world for an interest in
Christ. My concern continued and prevailed,
with many exercising thoughts and inward strug-
gles; but yet it never seemed to be proper to ex=
press that concern by the name of terror. From
- my childhood- up, my mind had been full of ob~
Jections against the doctrine of God’s sovereignty
in choosing whom he would to eternal life, and
rejecting whom he pleased. It used to appear
like a horrible doctrine to me. But I remember
the time very well when I seemed to be con-
vinced and fully satisfied as to this sovereignty
of God, and his justice in thus eternally disposing
of men according to his sovereign pleasure. But
I never could give an account how, or by what
means, I was thus convinced ; not in the least
imagining at the time nor for a long time after,
that there was any extraordinary influence of
God’s spirit in it; but only that now I saw fur-
ther, and my reason apprehended the justice and
reasonableness of it. However, my mind rested -
init; and it put an end to all those cavxls and
obJecuons.

¢ And there has been a wonderful alterauon in
my mind with respect.to the doctrine of God’s
sovereignty, from that day to this; so that I scarce
ever have found so much as the rising of an ob-
Jection against it, in the most absolute sense, in
God’s showing mercy to whom he will show
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mercy, and hardening. whom he will.- But 1
have often, since that first conviction, had quite
another kind of sense of God’s sovereignty than
T had then. I have often, since, had not only a
conviction, but a delightful conviction. The doc-
trine has very often appeared exceedingly pleas-
ant, bright, and sweet. Absolute sovereignty is
what I love to ascribe to God. But my first con-
viction was not so. The first instance that I re-
member of that sort of inward, sweet delight in
God and divine things, that I have lived much
in since, was on reading these words, 1. Timothy,
i. 17. Now unto the King eternal, tmmortal, in-
visible, the only wise God, be honor and glory
for ever and ever, Amen. ~As 1 read the words,
there came into my soul, and was as it were
diffused through it, a sense of the glory of the
Divine Being; a new sense, quite different from.
any thing I ever experienced before. Never any
words of Scripture seemed to me as these words
did. I thought with myself, how excellent a
Being that was, and how happy I should be, if
I might enjoy that God, and be rapt up to him
m heaven, and be, as it were, swallowed up in
him for ever. 1 kept saying, and as it were sing-
ing, over these words of Scripture to myself, and
went to pray to God that I might enjoy him ; and
prayed in a manner quite different from what I
used to do, with a new sort of affection.
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“From about that time, I began to have ‘a new
kind of apprehensions and ideas of Christ, and
the work of redemption, and the glorious way of
salvation by him. -An inward, sweet sense of
these things, at times, came into my heart, and
my soul was led away in pleasant views and con-
templations of themr. My mind was greatly en-
gaged to spend my time in reading and meditating
on Christ, on the beauty and excellency of his
person, and the lovely way of salvation by free
grace in'him. I found no books so delightful to
me, as those which treated of these subjects.
Those words, Canticles ii. 1, used to be abun-
dantly with me. They seemed to me sweetly
to represent the loveliness and beauty of Jesus
Christ. The whole book of Canticles used to
be pleasant to me, and I used to be much in
reading it about that time, and found, from time
to time, an inward sweetness, that would carry
me away in my contemplations. This I know
not how to express otherwise, than by a calm,
sweet abstraction of soul from all the concerns of
this world ; and sometimes a kind of vision, or
fixed ideas and imaginations of being alone in the
mountains, or some solitary wilderness, far from
all mankind, sweetly conversing with Christ, and
wrapped and swallowed up in God. The sense
I had of divine things would often, of a sudden,
kindle up, as it were, a sweet burning in my

VOL. VIIL. 2 }
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heart; an ardor of soul that I know not how to
express. { ‘ &0

« Not long after I first began to experience
these things, I gave an account to my father of
some things that had passed in my mind. I was
pretty much affected by the discourse which we
had together ; and, when the discourse was end-
ed, I walked abroad alone in a solitary: place in
my father’s pasture, for contemplation. And as I
was walking there, and looking upon the sky and
clouds, there came into my mind so sweet a sense
of the glorious majesty and grace of God, as I
know not how to express. I seemed to see them
both in a sweet conjunction; majesty and meek-
ness joined together. It was a sweet and gentle,
and holy majesty ; and also a majestic meekness ;
an awful sweetness; a high, and great, and holy
gentleness. ; ]

« After this, my sense of divine things gradually
increased, and became ‘more and more lively, and
had more of that inward sweetness. The appear-
ance of every thing was altered. There seemed
to be, as it were, a calm, sweet cast, or appear-
ance of divine glory, in almost every thing. God’s
excellency, his wisdom, his purity and love seemed
to appear in every thing; in the sun, moon, and
stars; in the clouds and sky ; in the grass, flowers,
and trees; in the water and all nature; which
used greatly to fix my mind. I often used to sit
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and view the moon for a long time; and, in the
day, spent much time in viewing the clouds and
sky, to behold the sweet glory of God in these
things ; in the mean time, singing forth, with a
low voice, my contemplations of the Creator and
Redeemer. And scarce any thing, among all the
works of nature, was so sweet to me as thunder
and lightning ; although formerly nothing had been
so terrible to me. Before, I used to be uncom-
monly terrified with thunder, and to be struck
with terror when I saw a thunder-storm rising;
but now, on the contrary, it rejoiced me. I felt
God, if I may so speak, at the first appearance
of a thunder-storm, and used to take the oppor-
tunity at such times, to fix myself in order 'to
view the clouds, and see the-lightnings play, and
hear the majestic and awful voice of God’s thun-
der, which oftentimes was exceedingly entertain-
ing, leading me to sweet contemplations of my
great and glorious God. :

“ While thus engaged, it always seemed natural
for me to sing or chant forth my meditations, or
to speak my thoughts in soliloquies, with a singing
voice.” I had vehement longings of soul after
God and Christ, and after more holiness, where~
with my heart seemed to be full, and ready
to break ; which often brought to my mind the
words of the Psalmist, Psalm cxix, 20. My soul
breaketh for the longing it hath. I often felt a
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mourning and lamenting in my heart, that I had
not turned unto God sooner, that I might have
had more time to grow in.grace. My mind was
greatly fixed on divine things ; indeed almost per-
petually in the contemplation of them.

1 spent most of my time in thinking of divine-
things, year after year; often walking alone in
the woods and solitary places for meditation, so-
liloquy, and prayer, and converse with God. - It
was always my manner, at such times, to sing
~ forth my contemplation. I was almost constantly

in ejaculatory prayer, wherever I was. Prayer
seemed to be natural to me, as the breath by
which the inward burnings of my heart had vent.
The delights, which I now felt in the things of
religion, were of an exceedingly different kind
" from those before mentioned, that I had when a
boy ; and what then I had no more notion of)
than one born blind has of pleasant and beautiful
colors. They were of a more inward, pure, soul
animating and refreshing nature. Those former
delights never reached my heart, and did not
arise from any sight of the divine excellency of
the things of God; or any taste of the soul-
satisfying and life-giving good there is in them.” -

Such were the decisive religious views and ‘ele-
vated affections with which the subject of this
memoir was blessed, when he was between six-
teen and seventeen years of age. To some




J'ONATHAN EDWARBDS. 21

readers a portion of his language may appear to
indicate an excited imagination, and a state of
feeling bordering on enthusiasm. But such an
estimate will not be made by any, who have had
an opportunity of attending to the subsequent
writings of this illustrious man, or who have con-
templated the strongly-marked character of his
piety in after-life. The truth is, he entered more
heartily and thoroughly into the character of the
great objects of pious emotion than most Chris-
tians do; and no wonder that he spake a corre-
sponding language.

In all his Dxary, his language on the subject of
personal religion is more strong and fervid than
is common, chiefly because his piety was more
deep and ardent, as well as more enlightened,
than is commonly found even in zealous, devoted
believers. As his intellectual superiority to most
men appeared even in his early youth, so the
character of his piety, from its very commence-
ment, bears the stamp of unusual depth, fervor,
clearness, and governing power. It is probable
that those, who are most capable of appreciating
religious character, after comparing all the me-
morials of this eminent man in relation to his
religious exercises, will be of the opinion that a
more edifying example of piety, sober and scrip-
tural, as well as. elevated, is rarely to be found
in the church of God. His divine Master was
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evidently training him, from his earliest youth, in
the school of sanctified experience; as well as
of intellectual culture, for those eminent services
in the department of practical piety, as well as
of theological investigation, which he was des-
tined afterwards to render to his generation.

The date of his first making a profession of
religion by uniting himself with the church, is not
precisely known. It was, probably, about the
time of his leaving college, or soon- after the
completion of the seventeenth year of his age.
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. CHAPTER . Miglies2 1o,

His License to preach the G'ospel. — His tempos
" rary Residence in the City of New York.—
His Tutorship .in Yale College. — The fur-
ther Developement of his Talents and Pzety ' *

- TuE subject of this vmefmon', after oompletmg -
his undergraduate course at New Haven, returned
to the college, and spent nearly two years in con-
nexion with it, diligently prosecuting his - theologi-
cal studies with a view to the gospel ministry.
During this time, his pxety seems td” have been
fervent, active, and growing. ‘In June or July,
1722, after the usual preparatory trials, he re-
ceived a license to preach the gospel, a few
months before the completion of his nineteenth
year. Almost immediatety after beginning to
preach, he was selected by some ministers of
New England, who had been intrusted with the
choice of a candidate for that purpose; to visit the
city of New York, and preach to a small body
of Presbyterians, who had been recently organ-
ized, as a church, under peculiar circumstances,
in that city.

The first Presbyterian Church in the orty of
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New York was organized in 1716 ; and their first
pastor was the Reverend James Anderson, a na-
tive of Scotland, who had been, for several years
before, the pastor of a church at New Castle, in
Delaware. The church prospered under his min-
istrations, and erected a commodious edifice in
Wall Street, near Broadway, in 1719. But still
the congregation, though not large enough fo ad-
mit of an advantageous division, was not entirely
united. A number of them, having been accus-
tomed to the less regular and rigid habits of the
Congregational churches of South Britain and of
New England, were not pleased with the strict
Presbyterianism, according to the Scottish mod-
el, which Mr. Anderson endeavored to enforce.
They charged him with ecclesiastical domination,
and also with an interference in the temporal con-
cerns of thé church. On these accounts the un-
easiness of the dissatisfied party became at length
so great, that, in the year 1722, they drew off
from the body of the congregation, formed them-
selves into, a separate church, and-worshipped
apart for a number of months.

This new society, soon after their organization,
as before stated, received the subject of this me-
moir to preach as a candidate for settlement. He
came to them in the month of August, 1722, and
supplied their pulpit, with much ,acceptance, until
the fol]owmv April. But, finding the congrega-
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tion too small to support a minister, and pereeiv-
ing some unexpected difficulties to arise, he left
the city, and returned to East Windsor. The
impression, which he left on the minds of this
people, seems to have been mnot only favorable,
but very strongly so. Some of them, indeed,
appear to have conceived for him a very warm
attachment. Accordingly he was, soon afterwards,
earnestly solicited by them to pay them another
visit.  But, judging from what he saw -when
among them, that it was not his duty to become
their pastor, he declined a compliance with their
second invitation. Whether they ever called any
other preacher, and how long they continued in
a state of separation from the main body of the
church, is not known. It is believed, however,
that, soon after Mr. Edwards left them, they per-
ceived the impossibility of their going ‘on with
comfort, as a separate congregation, and quietly
returned to their old connexion. it 7

Mr. Edwards appears to have passed his time
in New York with pleasure and profit. His let-
ters and diary of that date, indicate unusual com-
fort in religion, and a deep impression of the kind-
ness and Christian affection of the little flock to
which he ministered.

During the time that he passed in theological
study at New Haven, in the city of New York,
and in his subsequent residence for a number of

D
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months at his father’s house-in East Windsor, he
formed a number of resolutions for thé govern-
ment of his own heart and life, which, though
evidently intended for his own private use alone,
have, happily, been left on record for the use
of after-times. These resolutions are seventy in
number, and were all formed and committed to
writing before he was twenty years of age. No
abridgment or general description would. be doing
justice, either to the resolutions themselves, or to
the memory of him who formed them. They
are here recited at length, under the persuasion
that a more instructive and impressive memorial
can scarcely be presented to-the minds of young
men ; and also that no intelligent reader can rise
from the perusal of them without the conviction,
that he, who formed them at such an early age,
must have had a firmness of religious principle,
a depth of piety, a decision of character, an ac-
quaintance with'the human heart, and a compre-
hensiveness of views in regard to Christian duty,
truly rare in the most mature minds.

3 Rmsow’noms.

“ Being sensible that 1 am unable to do-any
thing without God’s help, I do humbly ‘entreat
him by his grace, to enable me to keep these
resolutions, so far as -they are acrreeable to his
will, for Christ’s sake.
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“Remember to read over these resolutions once
a week.

“1. Resolved, That I will do wha.tsoever I
think to be most to the glory of God and my own
good, profit, and pleasure, in the ‘whole of my
duration, without any consideration of the time,
whether now, or never so many myriads of ages
hence. Resolved, to do whatever I think to be
my duty, and most for the good of mankind in
general. Resolved so to do, whatever difficulties
I meet with, how many socever, and how great
soever.

“?2. Resolved, To be continually endeavoring
to find out some new contrivance ‘and invention
to promote the forementioned things.

“3. Resolved, If ever I shall fall and grow
dull, so as to neglect to keep any part of these
resolutions, to repent of all I can remember, when
I come to myself again.

“4. Resolved, Never to do any manner of
thing, whether in soul or body, less or more, but
what tends to the glory of God ; nor be, nor suﬁ'er
it, if 1 can possibly avoid it.

5. Resolved, Never to lose one moment of
time, but to improve it in the most profitable way
I possibly can.

“6. Resolved, To live with all my migbt while
I do live.

“7. Resolved, Never to do any thing Whlch I
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should be afraid to do, if it.were the last hour of
my life.

8. Resolved, To act, in all respeets, both
speaking and doing, as if nobody had been so
vile as I, and as if I had committed the same sins,
or had the same infirmities or failings as others ;
and that I will let the knowledge of their failings -
promote nothing but shame in myself, and prove
only an occasion of my confessing my own- sins
and misery to God.

“9. Resolved, To think much, on all occa-
sions; of my own dying, and of ‘the common cir-
cumstances which attend death.

% 10. Resolved, When I feel pain, to think of
the pains of martyrdom and of hell.

¢ 11. Resolved, When 1 think of any theorem
in divinity to be solved, immediately to do what
I can towards solving it, if circumstances do not
hinder.
© “12. Resolved, If 1 take delight in it .as a
gratification of pride or vanity, or on any such
account, immediately to throw it by.

“13. Resolved, To be endeavoring to find out
fit objects of charity and liberality.

“14. Resolved, Never to do any thing out of
revenge.

“15. Resolved, Never to suffer the least mo-
tions of anger towards: irrational beings.

“16. Resolved, Never to speak evil of any one
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so that it shalltend to his dishonor, more or less,
upon no account, except for some real good.

““17. Resolved, That I will live so, as I shall
wish I had done when I come to die. :

“18. Resolved, To live so at all times, as I
think it best, in my most devout frames, and when
I have the clearest notion of the “things of the
gospel and another world.

“19. Resolved, Never to do any thing which
I should be afraid to do, if I expected it would
‘not be above an hour before I should hear the last-
trump.

“20. Resolved, To mamta.m the stnctest tem-
perance in eating and drinking. : »

“21. Resolved, Never to do any ‘thing, whlch
if I should see in another, I should account a just
occasion to despise him for, or to think any way
the more meanly of him.

“22. Resolved, To endeavor to obtain for my-
self as much happmess in the other world, as I
possibly can, with all the might, power, vigor,and
vehemence, yea, violence, 1 am capable of, or
can bring myself to exert, in any way that can
be thought of.

“23. Resolved, Frequently to take some de-
liberate action, which seems most unlikely to be
done for the glory of God, and trace it back to
the original intention, designs, and ends of it ; and,
if I find it not to be for God’s glory, to repute it
asa breach of the fourth resolution.

b2
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¢« 24. Resolved, Whenever I .do any conspicu~
ously evil action, to trace it back till I come to
the original cause ; and then, both carefully to
endeavor to do so no more, and to fight and pray -
with all my might against the original of it.

« 25. Resolved, To examine carefully and con-
stantly what that one thing in me is, which causes
me in the least to doubt of the love of God; and
to direct all my-forces against it.

“26. Resolved, To cast away such things as
I find do-abate my assurance.

" «97. Resolved, Never wilfully to omit any-
 thing, except the omission be for the glory of
God ; and frequently to examine my omissions.

« 98, Resolved, To study the Scriptures so
steadily, constantly, and frequently, as that I may
find, and plainly perceive myself to grow in the

- knowledge of the same.

“29. Resolved, Never to count that a prayer,
nor to let that pass as a prayer, nor that as a peti-
tion of"a prayer, which is so made, that I cannot
hope that God will answer it; nor that as a con-
fession, which I cannot hope God will accept.

«30. Resolved, To strive every week to be
brought higher in religion, and to a higher exer-
cise of grace than I was the week before.

“3l. Resolved, Never to say any thing at all
against anybody, but when it is perfectly agree-
able to the highest degree of Christian honor, and
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of love to mankind ; agreeable to the lowest hu-
mility and sense of my own faults and failings; and
agreeable to the Golden Rule’; often when I have
said any thing against any one, to bring it to, and
try it strictly by, the test of this resolution. * = -

“32. Resolved, To be strictly and firmly faith-
ful to my trust, that that in Proverbs, xx. 6, A
JSaithful man, who can find? may not be partly
fulfilled in me. '

“33. Resolved, To do always towards making,
maintaining, and preserving peace, when it can be
done without an overbalancing detriment in other
respects. 1

“34. Resolved, In narrations, never to speak
any thing but the pure and simple verity. 2

“35. Resolved, Whenever I so much question.
whether I have done my duty, as that my quiet
and calm is thereby disturbed, to set it down, and
also how the question was resolved.

“36. Resolved, Never to speak evil of any,
except I have some particular good call to it.

“37. Resolved, To nquire every night, as I
am going to bed, wherein I have been negligent ;
what sin 1 have committed ; and, wherein I have
denied myself. Also at the end of every week,
month, and year.

“38. Resolved, Never to utter any thing that
is sportive, or matter of laughter, on a Lord’s
day. g
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/' «39. Resolved, Never to do any -thing of

which I so much question the lawfulness, as that
I intend at the same time to consider and examine
afterwards whether it be lawful or not, unless I as
much question the lawfulness of the omission.

¢ 40. Resolved, To inquire every night before
I ge to bed, whether I have acted in the best

‘way I possibly could with respect to eating and

drinking.
“41. Resolved, To ask myself, at the end of
every day, week, month, and year, wherein 1

“could possibly, in any respect, have done better.

“ 49. Resolved, Frequently to renew the dedi—
cation of myself to God, which was made at my
baptism ; which I solemnly renewed when I was
received into the communion of the church; and
which I have solemnly remade this 12th day of
January, 1723.

“ 43. Resolved, Never, henceforward, till I die,
to act as if I were any way my own, but entirely
and altogether God’s ; agreeably to what is to be
found in Saturday, January 12th, 1723.

““44. Resolved, That no other end but religion
shall have any influence at all on any of my ac-
tions; and that no action shall be, in the least
circumstance, any otherwise than the religious end
will carry it. '

““45. Resolved, Never to allow any pleasure
or grief, joy or sorrow, nor any affection at all, nor
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any detrree of aﬂ'ecuon nor any cifcumstance re-
lating to it, but what helps rehgmn. :

“46. Resolved, Never to allow the 'least' meas-
ure of frétting or uneasiness at my father or moth-
er. Resolved, to. suffer no effects ‘of it, so much
as in thie least alteration of ipeech or motion of
my eye; and to be especially careful of 1t with-~
respect to any of our family.

A7 Resolved To’ endeavor, to my utmost,
to deny whatever is not most agreeable to a'good
and universally siweet and benevolent, quiet, peace-
able, contenfed and “easy, compassionate- and gen-
erous, humble and meek, submissive and obhgm
diligent and mdustnous, charitible and’ -even, pa-
tient, moderate, forgiving, and sintere temper; and -
to do, at all-times, what stich a temper would' Jead:
me to, and to examine, strictly, at the end of
every week, whether I have so done. -

“48.- Resolved; -Constantly, with- the utmost"
niceness and diligence, and the striciest scrutiny,
to be looking into the state of my soul, that I
may know whether I have truly an interest in -
Christ or not ; that, when I come- to die, I may
not” have any negligence respectmg thls, to re-
pent of.

“49. Resolved, That th1s shall neverbé if I

can help it.
“50. Resolved, That I will act- 0, as I thmk 3

VOL. VIIT, W
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I shall judge would have been best and most
prudent, when I come into the future world.

“51, Resolved, That I will act so, in every
respect, as 1 think I shall wish 1 had done, if I

should at last be damned.

« 52, 1 ﬁ'equently hear persons in old age say

- how they would live, if they were to live their
lives over again. Resolved, that I will live just
50 as I can think I shall wish I had done, sup-
posing I live to old age.

.“53. Resolved, To improve every opportunity,
when I am in the best and happiest frame of
mind, to cast and venture my soul on the Lord
Jesus Christ, to trust and confide in him, and
consecrate myself wholly to him ; that from this
I may have assurance of my safety, knowing that
I confide in my Redeemer.. A

~ “54. Resolved, Whenever 1 hear any thing
spoken in commendation of any person, if I thinlk
it would be praiseworthy in me, that I will en-
deavor to imitate it.

55, Resolved, To endeavor, to my utmost,
so to act as Ican think I should do,if I had
already seen the happiness of heaven, and hell
torments. :

“56. Resolved, Never to give over, nor in the
least to slacken, my fight with my corruptlons
however unsuccessful I may be.

«57. Resolved, When I fear misfortanes and
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adversity, to examine whether I have done my
duty, and resolve to do it, and let the event be
just as. Providence orders it. I will,as far as I
can, be concerned about nothing but my duty and
my sin.

“58. Resolved, Not only to refrain from an

air of dislike, fretfulness, and anger in conversa- -

tion; but to exhibit an air of love, cheerfulness,
and benignity.

“59. Resolved, When I am most conscious of
provocations to ill-nature and -anger, that I will

strive most to feel and act good-naturedly; yea,

at such times to manifest good-nature, though I
think that in other respects it would be disadvan-
tageous, and so as would be imprudent at other
times. ‘

“60. Resolved, Whenever my feelings begin
to appear in the least out of order, when I am
conscious of the least uneasiness within; or the
least irregularity without, I will then subjec& my-
self to the strictest examination.

“61. Resolved, That 1 will not give way to
that listlessness which I find unbends and relaxes
my mind from being fully and fixedly set on re-
ligion, whatever excuse I may have for it; that
what my listlessness inclines me to do, is best to
be done, &ec.

“62. Resolved, Never to do any thmg but my
duty, and then, according to Ephesians vi. 68,

s
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 to do it willingly and cheerfully, as unto the ‘Lord,
and not to man; knowing; that whatever good any
man doth, the same:shall he receive of the Lord.

¢ 63. On the supposition that there never was

“to be but one individual in the world at any one
timewho was: properly a complete Christian, in
all respects of a right stamp, having Chnstlamty

~ always shining in its true lustre, and appearing ex-
cellent and- lovely, from whatever part, and under
whatever character viewed ;— Resolved, to act
just as I would do, if I strove with all my might
to be that one, who should live in my time.

“64. Resolved, When 1 find those ¢groan-
ings ‘which cannot be uitered, of which the
Apostle speaks, and those ¢ breakmgs of soul
Jor the longing it hath,’ of which the Psalmist
speaks, Psalm cxix. 20, that I will promote them
to the utmost of my power, and that I will not
be weary of earnestly endeavoring to vent my
desires, nor of" the repetmons of such earnest-
ness. . )

1«65, Resolved Very much to exercise myself
in this, all my life. long, namely, with the greatest
. openness of which 1 am capable, to declare my
ways to God, and lay open my soul to him, all
my sins, temptations, difficulties, sorrows, fears,
hopes, desires, and every thing, and every cir-

cumstance, according to -Dr.. .Manton s Sermon on
the 119th Psalm.
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“66. Resolved, That- I will endeavor always

to keep a benign aspect, and. air of acting and
speaking, in all places and in .all companies, ex-
cept it should so happen that duty requires other-
wise. g ;
“67. Resolved, After afftictions, to inquire,
What am I the better for them ? what good I
have got by them, and what I might_have got by
them ? )

“68. Resolved, To.confess frankly to myself
all that which I find in myself, either infirmity or
sinj and, if it be what concerns religion, also to
confess the whole case to God, and implore need-
ed help. ; : ‘

“69. Resolved, Always to do that which I
shall wish I had done, when I see others do it.

“70. Let there be something of benevolence.
in all that I speak.” ’

A number of these resolutions have been so
often repeated and adopted by eminent men since
the days of Edwards, and are, on this account, so
familiar to the minds of intelligent readers, that
their real character and bearing, as formed more
than a hundred years ago by an inexperienced
youth under twenty years of age, who, perhaps,
had rarely seen such a code, or any thing like
it before, are seldom adequately appreciated. We
cannot help pausing again to direct the reader’s
altention to them, as evincing a depth of prac-

B
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tical’ wisdom ; a delicééy and strength of consci~
entiousness ; an ‘honesty of desire to know and
correct his own infirmities ; a’firmness and con

stancy of religious purpoée;' a moral purity and
elevation, and an habitual spirituality of mind,
which are peculiarly worthy of being sought by
every young man who wishes to act a part corre-
sponding with his rational and immortal nature,
and from which the most advanced and devoted
Christian may derive profit. There is indeed in
them, not merely a specimen of moral purity,
but of the moral sublime, as beautiful as it is
touching.

In the month of September, 1723, Mr. Ed-
wards attended the Commencement of Yale
College, and received the degree of Master of
. Arts. At the same time he was elected to the
office of tutor in that institution. But, as it was
not necessary that he should enter on the dis-
charge of the ‘duties of that office for a number
. of months, he passed the ‘succeeding winter and

spring at New Haven, in diligent theological study.
During this time, he was invited by several con-
gregations to undertake the pastoral office over
them ; but, sensible of the importance of more
mature and enlarged knowledge, he declined all
those invitations, contented himself with the occa-
sional exercise of his pulpit talents, and directed
his mind with ardor to writing and reading on
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professional subjects, until the following ~June.
Here is another evidence of ‘an enlarged and
elevated mind.  He “ magnified” the importance
and responsibility of the office’ which he sought.
Many a young man, since, as well as before his
time, of narrow views and crude knowledge, has
rushed into the pastoral office with scarcely any
of that furhiture which enables the shepherd of
souls “rightly to divide the word of truth”; but
JoxatHAN Epwarps, with a mind of superior
grasp and penetration, and with ‘attainments al-
ready greater than common, did not think three
full years of diligent professional study enough to
prepare him for thiz arduous work. He could
not prevail on himself to accept a pastoral charge,
until, after his collegiate graduation, he had de-
voted siz years to close and appropriate study.
A similar estimate on the same subject was formed

long before by a kindred mind. John Calvin, "

after he had published the first edition of his ¢ In-
stitutions of the Christian Religion,” that wonder-
ful monument of learning, ‘piety, and talents, did
not consider himself as sufficiently mature in
knowledge to undertake the pastoral office, and
was on his'way to Strasburg, for the purpose of
further pursuing his studies, when he was con-
strained, by irresistible importunity, to stop at
Geneva, and thére give his aid to the’ friends of
the Reformation. When will young men, un-
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speakably inferior t6, these master-minds, both. im
capacity and attainment,learn to resist that spirit
of lsuperﬁcial, presumptuous haste, which-is -hur-
rying them “prematurely info the pulpit, and bur-
dening the church, to a lamentable extent, with
“ blind leaders of the blind ” 3 :

In the month of June, 1724, Mr. Edwards
commenced his actual attention to the duties of
a tutor in Yale College. It has been already
mentioned, that during. his connexion with the
college as an undergraduate, the state of the in-
stitution was far from tranquil or flourishing. The
period of his residence in it as a tutor was marked
with new and serious difficulties. From J anuary,
1721, to the Commencement in 1722, the stu-
dents were, the greater part of the time, in a state
of the most distressing insubordination and dis-
order.- At the Commencement in 1722, the Rev—
erend Mr. Cutler, the rector, and one of the
tutors, declared themselves converts to Episco-
pacy. This declaration resulted in their imme-
diate removal from office ; and the college was
for four years without a presiding head. .-

In this exigency, each of the trustees agreed to
act as vice-rector, for a month in turn; and the
instruction of the classes, and the details of gov-
ernment, were devolved almost entirely on the
tutors. It was happy for the college, that, in
these circumstances, they had tutors of such rare
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accomplishments as were those of young Edwards
and his colleagues. The- singular union in" Mr.
: E_dwarcls,'of gravi-ty, dignity, fine talents, accurate
scholarship, eminent piety, and remarkably gentle -
and respectful manners, could scarcely fail of con-
ciliating the respect and attachment of a body of
students. His colleagues seem in some degree to
have resembled him.- Under their administration, -
the institution might really be said to flourish.
President Stiles. pronounced them * the pillar tu-
tors, and the glory of the college at the critical
period ” under consideration. :

It is the remark of Lord Bacon, that ¢ reading
makes a full man; conversation a ready man;
and writing an exact man.”. He might have
added, that teaching includes, and has a ten-
dency to extend and rivet, the advantages of all
three. It is wonderful that young men, who
prize accurate and - digested knowledge, do nat
more generally appreciate the value,as a mental
discipline, of engaging in the business of instruc-
tion. There can be no doubt that young Edwards
derived essential advantage from filling the office
of tutor for morve than two years. True, it inter-
rupted, in a considerable degree, his professional
studies ; and he appears to have thought that it
interfered not a little with his comfort, and es-
pecially with his progress, in religion. But that
this employment served to arrange and digest

’ : E2
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his knowledge ; that it contributed to enlarge his
views both in literature and science, and to render
those views more systematic and practical ; that
it aided him in the work of professional instruc-
tion as long as he lived; and that it imparted to
his whole character more of - that firmness, energy,
skill in managing minds, and self-confidence, which
~ were of essential use to him in after-life, none
~ will, for a moment, doubt.

And, even with respect to his growth in grace,
his occupations as tutor, if they served to diminish
‘his opportunities for tranquil and devout retire—
‘ment, were well adapted to show the need of re
ligion ; to. exemplify the power of religion; and
to prepare him to return to his former privileges
with more zeal and real enjoyment. Nay, more ;
when a tree is advancing toward maturity, it is
no doubt benefited by calm seasons and genial
weather. But even the wind and the storm, with
all their antoward appearances, are means of bene—
fit, by causing it to take deeper root, and to be-
come more firmly fixed in the soit. So the un-
wearied labor and the continual anxiety of a
college - officer, situated as was young Edwards,
had a tendency to ripen his spiritual judgment,
to confirm his religious prineiples, and to give
the whole mam a more steadfast, rooted, and de-
termined character.

In the course of the second year of his tutor-
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ship, he was visited with a severe attack of illness,
which confined him to the house for nearly three
months.  During this illness, and especially in
the progress of his recovery from it, he appears
to have manifested the strength of religious prin-
siple and the consolations of religious hope nearly,
if not quite, as much as at any previous period.
And although he himself, as before suggested,
made a less favorable estimate of his religious
state at this time, than before, it may be doubted
whether his apprehension was well founded to any
serious extent. It is certain, however, that his’
Diary about this time was not so full, and does
not appear to have been so punctually kept as
before.

Mr.  Edwards, during his connexion with the
college at New Haven, as well as afterwards, was
in the habit of frequently setting apart days for
special prayer and self-examination, accompanied
with fasting. Nor did he regard the duty of fast-
ing as some modern sciolists in religion affect to
consider it, as a mere metaphorical fast, that is,
as “fasting in spirit” ; as only a season of “spécial
abstinence from sin.” To act upoi) this principle
is solemn mockery. It is setting at nought all
the representations of this ‘duty, either by precept
or example, in the word of God, or in the ex-
ample of the most eminently godly men in all
ages. Just as well might men talk of paying
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their debts in spirit, or of performing deeds of
charity only in spirit. Mr. Edwards’ considered
literal abstinence from food, either entire or par-
tial, according to the state of his health and other
circumstances, as essentially included in this duty

Generally on' these days, the state of .,his mind,

- as recorded in his Diary, seems to have borne a

_ very marked character. The following extracts
from that record will serve to show, that there was

"no real decline, at the time of its date, in his deep
moral sensibility, his sacred and delicate conscien—
tiousness, and his ardent desire to mortify all sin
and to grow in every grace and virtue.
 “Friday might, October Tth, 1123, 1 see
there are some things quite contrary to the sound-
ness and perfection of Christianity, in which al-
most all good men do allow themselves, and where
innate corrup.non has an unrestrained, secret vent,

which they neyer take notice of, or think to be
no hurt; or cloak under the name of virtue : 3 which
things exceedingly darken the brightness, and hide
the loveliness, of Christianity. Who can under-
stand his errors? Oh that I might be kept from
secret faults!”

“ Thursday, October 18th. To follow the ex-
ample of Mr. B., who, though he meets with
great difficulties, yet undertakes them with a smil-

.ing countenance, as though he thought them but

little, and speaks of them as if they were very
small.”” . : :
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“ ﬂtesuiay night, December 31st.  Concluded
never to. suffer, nor express, any angry emotioris
of mind, more or less, except the henor of God
calls for it in zeal to him, or to preserve myself
from being trampled on.” e
« Monday, February 3d,1724. Let every thing
have the value. now which it will have on a sick
bed ; and frequently, in my pursuits, of whatever
kind; let this question eome into my mind, How
much shall I value-this on my death-bed? ? -
© « Wednesday, February 5th. 1 have not, in
times past, in my prayers, enough insisted on the
glorifying of God-in the.world; on the advance-
ment of the kingdom of Christ, the prosperity of
the church, and the good of man. Determined,
that the following objection is without weight,
namely ; that it is not likely that God will make
great alterations in the whole world, and over-
turnings in kingdoms and nations, only for the

prayers of one obscure person, seeing such things
used to'be. done in answer to the.united .prayers N

of the whole church; and that, if my - prayers
should have some influence, it would be but im-
percéptible and small.” RN T, Sy &

¢« Thursday, February 6th. -More convinced
than ever of the usefulness of free religions con-
versation. - I find by conversing on natural phi-
losophy, that I gain knowledge abundantly faster,
and see the reason of things ‘much more clearly,
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than in private study; wherefore, eamnestly to
seek, at all times, for religious conversafion ; and
for those with whom I can, at all times, with profit
and delight, and with freedom, so converse.

« Saturday, February 22d. 1 observe, that
there are some evil habits which do increase” and
grow stronger, even in some good people, as they
grow older; habits that much obscure the beauty
of Christianity ; some things which are according
to their natural tempers, which, in some measure,
prevails when they are young in Churist, and, the
evil disposition having an unobserved control, the
habit at last grows very strong, and commonlyr
"regulates the practice until death. By this means,
old Christians are very commonly, in some re-
spects, more unreasonable than those who are
young. I ‘am afraid of contracting such habits,
pa.rtlcularly of” grudgmg to give, and to do, and
of procrastinating.”

« Tuesday, July Tth. When I am giving the
relation of a thing, remember to abstain from al-
tering, either in the matter or manner of speaking,
so much as that, if every one, afterwards, should
alter as much, it would at last come to be properly
false.”

% Tuesday, February 10th, 1725. A virtue
which I need in a higher degree, to give lustre
and beauty to my behavior, is gentleness. If I

had more of an air of gentleness, I should bhe
much mended.”
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“June 11th. 'To set apart days of meditation
on particular subjects ; as, sornetimes, to set apart
a day for the consideration of the greatness of my
sins ; at another, to consider the dreadfulness and
certainty of the future misery of ungodly men; at
another, the truth and certainty of religion; and
so of the great future thlngs promlsed and threat-
ened in the Scriptures.” b F

The last extract deserves particular notlce, inas-
much- as it illustrates, in a very striking manner,
one of the great peculiarities of the character of
Edwards. He was unwilling, even at this early
age, to do any thing slightly or superficially. His
object seems to have been to go to the bottem of
every subject that he touched ; and, above all, did
he manifest this with respect to sacred things.

It is supposed that most pious men, and even
those who are fervently pious, in setting apart
days for special devotion, are wont to comprehend .
among the objects of their serious consideration a
variety of topics, such as their sins, their mercies,
their duties, their failures, their prospects, and all
in the same exercise. = No doubt this compre-
hensive plan is, to a certain extent, at all times
proper. But the subject of this memoir seems
to have found it for Aezs edification, at least on
some occasions, to select scasons of special retire=
ment and devotion for dwelling on particular sub-
jects with peculiar seriousness, and in a more
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thorough and exténded manner than usual. ‘He
would labor for hours to keep a given subject, or
class of subjects, before his mind, and to enter
into them as- deeply and extensively as possible,
until his own mind was deeply affected by them,
One of ‘the greatest defects of most pious-men,
and of most intellectual men, is the want of the
power and the habit of continuous meditation.

‘No one was ever eminently devout, or emi-
nently successful in the work of investigationt, Whda
‘had not, in some good degree, attained this im-
“portant habit. To.be able to look at a subject
closely, with fixed attention, and for a considerable
time together, i is essential to the art of conversmo-

- deeply with our own lrearts, or -examining any im-

portant question in the- most profound and happy
manner.  This precious art Edwards dlhgent] ¥
eultivated, and to a very unusual degree attained ;

and the benefit of it was abundantly.manifest, both
in the depth of his piety, and the distinguished

- success of his moral and theological investigations.

As he strove to go 4o the -bottom of every sub=
.ject in his intellectual. inquiries, so. he. seems: es-
pecially to have resolved to be superficial in noth-
ing pertaining to the duties of the closet. . He
was willing to fake time ‘for medxtatlon, as well as
Aor prayer ; to dwell on important subjects beanno-
on the religion of the heart, until he, in ‘some
measure, grasped the ]ength and breadth, ‘and
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depth -and  height, of their real character, and
until his mind was, in some good degree, affected
with their practical importance. ' There are few
points in the history-of this great man more wor-
thy of being closely studied and diligently imi-
tated.  There is perhaps scarcely any -defect,
which more lamentably cleaves to the habits, the
attainments, and the efforts of even good men,
than that of superficiality. 1In ‘scholarship, in
theological furniture, in practical piety, in the
duties of devotion, and in benevolent enterprise,
few things seem to be more needed than going
to work, in every thing, in that thorough manner,
which characterized the excellent subject of this
memoir.  He seemed to feel in every thing, in
searching his own heart as well as in investigating
truth, or in any way attempting to benefit his
fellow-men, that Le was acting for eternity.

VOL: VIIZ i
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OMAPTER 1.

v.'-.o.»..-... 'y o

His Settlem‘em ‘as a ‘Pastor at Nor thamptom
Ministerial Habits.— Marriage. — His first
 Publication — Ministerial Success. — Secontl
-and third Publications.— H;s Emo_pean Cor-

* r&spondence. e 2

: ~DURING the summer‘of 1‘726 -when Mr- ‘Ed_
'Wards had held the oﬂice of tutor for a little more
than'two years; he rectived pressmg**m'vltatlon
to \mdertake the pastoral office at Northampton,
‘as a colleague to his grandfather, the Reverend
Solomon Stoddard; who-}ad been for more than
half a century the highly verderated ‘and beloved
- pastor of the Congregational . church in that town.
The people of Northampton were of course well
_acquainted with- the character and standing - of
‘their pastor’s grandson, and earnestly desxred to
obtain his services. Their pastor was w armly
attached to the promxsing youth by the joint ties
of consanguinity and high esteem, and was no less
desirous of receiving Ifin as a colleague. And
~ Mr. Edwards, on his part, had been, on a variety
of accounts, long attached to the people and the
place, and was predisposed to regard with favor
their proposals. He accepted their call; and on




JONATHAN, EDWARDS. 51

the 15th day of February, 17R7, i the twenty-
fourth. yéar of: his age, Jie was ordained to the
work of the gospel ministry, and “installed co-
pastor of the church of Northamptcm

Here his- ministrations were--highly accepta’hle,
and his external situation at least such as premised
am unusual amount of ministerial comfort. Located
in one of the most beauufu} ‘towns, in Newv Eng--
land, connected with a people ‘more than' com-
monly intelligent and polished, and ‘united in the
pastoral- relation with -one- on” 'ever-y' account $o
beloved and veperated, there seemed todbe no
Gutward cxrcumstance wantmg to render hls sLtua-
tion pleasant and. promising., In ene respect, in-
deed, and_that the most-important, the town was
by no means prosperous. -The state of religion

was low. The church, it is true, during Mr..

Stoddard’s ‘ministry, had been “blessed with several.~
extensive and powerfiil revivals of religion, in-the
course of which, large additions had been made
to their numbers. But for some time before Mr.

Fdwards’s ‘settlement -among themy their spiritual.
condition had been by no means favorahle ; .and

the greatly advanced age of Mr. Stoddard forbade

the hope of his bemg -much- -lengac- nseﬁuLamong

them.

Mr. Edwards addressed hxmself to lus mxmstry
m Northampfon; with all that seriousness and-dik-
gence which might have been expected from a
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man so well farnished for his work, and so deeply
impressed with a sense of its importance. He
resumed those habits of close study which had
distinguished him almost from his infancy. He
did not content himself with constant and carefiil
- preparation for the pulpit, but spent a large por-
tion of each week in the diligent study of the
 original- Scriptures, and in " theological investiga-
tion on the most extended scale. He also con-
tinued, or rather now employed to a greater ex-
tent than' ever, the habit of studying with pen
in hand ; making notes on every book which he
~studied ; recording his thoughts on every im por-
tant subject which came before his mind ; and
daily: adding. to that mass of manuseripts which
he began to form several years before, and which
now accumulated more rapidly under his hands.

* His habit was, when in his ordinary health, to
‘spend thirteen hours every day in his study. His
ordinary health was, indeed, extremely delicate 3
and to maintain it in tolerable comfort required
unceasing care. Nor would it have been possible
for him'to sustain the amount of study which has
been stated, had not his daily attention to bodily
exercise, his system of vigilant abstémiousness in
eating and drinking, and his constant regard to all

* the means -of bodily and mental relaxation and
refreshment within his reach, been kept up with
undeviating punctuality. All these he maintained
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with sacred care from day to day, as a religious
duty. :
His most favorite form of exercise seems to
have been .that - of riding on horseback. And
even this, with a sort of insatiable greediness for
knowledge, he rendered subservient to his plans
of study. ‘He would ride out several ‘miles, taking
his pen and ink and" paper with him 5 and, alight-
ing in some forest or grove, he would ‘meditate ;
and, as thoughts ‘which he considered valuable
occurred to him, he committed them in a hasty .
manner to writing. And even when he.was rid- -
ing along, if any thing which he deemed worth
preserving came into his mind, he would alight,
take out his writing apparatus, and make a memo-
randum of  it, sufficiently intelligible to secure the
thought in a more permanent form when he re-
turned home. In this manner he seldom returned
from a ‘ride without bringing with him hints and
suggestions adapted to serve as the basis of jm-
portant  theological inquiries, or to throw light on
some peculiarly rich or difficult passage of holy .
Scripture. And if, in the course of the night,
any thought which he considered as worth re-
membering arose in his mind, he would imme-
diately rise, light a candle, and commit enough
of it to writing to serve as a memorial of the
whole train, to be afterwards distinctly recorded.

In this way did this wonderful man pass his

' B2
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time, employmrr every wakmtlr moment not occu-
pied in devotion, either in the eager acquisition
of knowledge, or in imparting it to others for their
temporal and eternal beneﬁt. “So exact was the
" distribution of his time,” says his blographer, “and
) perfect’ the’ command of his mental powers,
that, in addition to his preparation of two~ dis-
courses in each week, his stated -and occasional
lectures and his customary pastoral duties, he con-
tinued regularly Lis “Notes on the Scriptures,>’
his ¢ Miscellanies,” his “ Types of the Messiah,’’
-and his ¢ Prophecies of the Messiah in the ®1d
~ Testament; and their Fulfdment.” ‘Such were the
earlier; as well as the later habits of a man, who
was, .probably, enabled” to- accomplish more, not
only for his cotemporaries, bt ‘also for the per-
manent benefit of the church of God, than -any
other single individual -of our country, of the - age
in which he lived.
“On the 28th of July, 1727, Mr. Edwards was
martied to Miss Sarah’ Pierrepont, daughter of the
" Reverend James Pierrepont, pastor of a church
in New Haven. Mr. Pierrepont was a minister
highly respectable for talents, usefulness, and in-
fluence. He was one of the leadingfounders and
patrons of - Yale College ; one of its board of
trustees ; and, in the infant state of the institution
read lectures .to the students, as professor pro tem-
pore of moral -phx]osophy The “ Saybrook Plat-
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Jorm,”” if tradition be correct was drafted by him.
His father, John Plerrepont Esquire, was a re- -
spectable gentleman, a  native of England, who
migrated from that country toward the close of
the preceding century, and settled in Massachu—
setts. v
Perhaps 1o event 'of Mr. Edwards s life had a
more close connexion with his subsequent comfort
and usefulness than this marriage. Miss Pierre-
pont was a lady, who, to much personal attraction,
added an unusual amount of those intellectual and
moral qualities, which fit their possessor to adorn
the most fmportant stations. She had an under-

- standing much above the ordinary grade; an edu-
cation the best that the country afforded ; fervent, -
enlightened pieify ; and an uncommon share of that

- prudence, dignity, and. pelish, which are so pecu- * -
liarly valuable in the wife of a pastor. From a
very early period ‘after their union, she seems to
have taken on herself the whole management of
her family, and thus to have relieved her husband
from all the anxieties and interruptions of domestic
care, and left him at liberty to pursue his studies
without remission. 1In short, he appears to have
been completely relieved by her from all secular
concerns. Her wisdom, energy, economy, and
persevering industry enabled her to preside over
a large family, and manage her. children with sin-

gular felicity, fidélity, and accepsance.
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Indeed, Mr. Edwards was so eminently blessed
“in the partnér of his life; that a large share of the
comfortable health which he enjoyed with so frail
a body, and of the. tranquil, happy leisure with
which he was favored for study, were to be as-
cribed, under God, to the unremitting care, skill,
and enlightened assiduity of the best of wives,
who devoted herself to his comfort with. peculiar
diligence and success. Nor were the happy ef-
fects of her eminent accomplishments confined to
her own family. She was highly popular among
" the members of his congregation, and established
an influence over them, and especially with the
female part of them,'which greatly promoted the
interests of religion in the parish, and which
. proved an important aid to him in the discharge
of his pasteral duties. It is impossible to estimate
how far the don;estfc relations of the greatest and
-best of men may make. or mar their usefulness .
~ Above all, none can measure the importance of &
wise, pious, and prudent wife. to a minister of the
gospel.  In the case of Edwards, it pleased the
great Head of the church to order every thing
concerning him in such a manner, as to make the
most of the powers, which he had given him for
serving the church and his generation.
Very soon after the ordination of Mr. Edwards,
he was permitted to witness some gratifying fruit
of his labors,  There wias a -sensible increase of
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attention and of serious 1nqu1ry among his people,
and about twenty hopeful converts were brought
into the communion of the church. This rehglous
attemlon though never very extensive or power—
ful, continued for nearly two .years, and in no
small degree encouraged the youthful pastor as
well as his paternal coadjutor in labor.

In February, 1729, a little more than eighteen
months after -Mr. Edwards’s marriage, his vener-
able grandfather and colleague, Mr. Stoddard, was
removed by death at a very advanced age, and
the whole care of a large congregation devolved
on our youthful pastor. In a short time after-
ward, by the increased pressure of his cares, and
especially by the excess of his application to
study, his health was so far impaired, that he
was -obliged to desist from preachmg, and to be
absent from his flock for several months. Afier
his return, his labors seem to have been pursued
for several years with their wonted diligence, vig-
or, and acceptance, but without any considerable
measure of that visible success for which he, no
doubt, earnestly longed and prayed. Indeed, after
the decline of that effusion of the Holy Spirit
which almost immediately succeeded his ordina
tion, the state of his church, as- to vital piety and
even correct morals, became sensibly worse, and
greatly discouraged and distressed him.

In July, 1731, Mr. Edwards visited Boston, and



i i

58 ‘AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY.

among other public ministrations, preached at the
Thursday Lecture, which had been forimany years
maintained in that town. The discourse appeared
to the ministers and others who ‘heard it so excel-
~lent and reasonable, that a copy of it was re-
quested for publication. With much ‘reluctance
he complied with the request. It was printed,
with a preface by the. Reverend Messrs. Prince
and Cooper, highly venerated pastors of” Boston,
commending it in strong language. This was Mr-.
Edwards’s first publication. ‘The text was 1 Co-
rinthians, i. 29, 30. It appears among his printed

- works, under the title of ““God glorified- in Man’s.

Dependence.” It is an excellent sermon, and

might have “been expected to gratify intelligent

and pious hearers.” The- general subject was a

fayorite-one of the .author, and often oceupied his
- heart and employed his pen afterwards.

- Prior to the year 1732, as has been ;Al"feady
hinted, the state of feligion in the ¢hurch g¢
Northampton had been lamentably low and de-
clining. Farly in that year, the appearance. of

" things began to. be, more favorable, A number
of the young people became more sober and at-
tentive fo the meas of grace. ~ Several “mis-
chievous practices, which had beén common, and
ot ‘unpopular in the town, were ‘gradually aban-
doned. The vigilant and faithful pastor observing
this, and anxious that his people_should proceed
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umferstandmtrfy, as well as conscxentxously, in all
things, as the religious awakening gamed ground,
took up several important subjects in ‘the pu]plt.,
both doctrinal and pract1ca1 and treated them in
a deeply solemn and impressive manner. The
result was, that by the b]essmg of God on the
indefatigable labors of his servant in 1733, 1734,
and 1735, especially inr the last named year, the
town was favored with an extensive and powerful
revival of religion ; so extensive and powerful
indeed, as. to constitute a memorable era in the
history of that church. A

A variety of cxrcumstances,‘both ps‘ecedmg ana :
attending this revival, are worthy of notice. . Tm-
medlately before its eommencement, the Arminian
‘controversy had occupied a large share of - the -
public attention in that part of New England, and
had been conducted with zeal and in some cases
with great warmth. - Some’ of the friends of re-.
ligion in Northampton deprecated  the introduction
of this controversy into . their church, as likely to
exert an unhappy influence -on  the pubhc mind,
and to suspend, if not destroy, the religious atten-
tion which was evidently becommg more powerful ‘
and general. ot .

Mr. Edwards judged d}ﬁérently Behevmg the
Arminian errors to have a most pestiferous influ-
ence in their bearing on the great subject of sal-
vation'by grace, and feeling confident that a time-
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“of general awakening to the interests of religion,
instead of being unfavorable, was rather friendly
to a serious consideration .of the subject, he de
termined, in spite of the fears and in opposition to
the counsels of many of his friends, to introduce
the main ‘branches of the controversy into -the
pulpit. He accordingly preached a series of able
and solemn sermons on the subject, which, though
severely censured at the time by some of his own
people, and by a still greater number in the neigh-
boring churches, ultimately produced a powerful
and happy effect; and, instead of interrupting or
diminishing the religious- attention among the peo-
ple of his charge, were instrumental in Tendering
it more deep and extensive. Among the dis-
courses delivered on this occasion, were the well-
known sermons afterwards printed, on “ Justifica-
tion by Faith alone ;” ¢ Pressing into the King-
dom of God ;” “Ruth’s Resolution,” and *“ The
Justice of God in the Damnation of Sinners.” T
is not wonderful, that he should consider discourses
of this kind as adapted to do good at any time,
and especially ina moment of peculiar- religious
attention. = They are ‘indeed, in one sense, polem-
ical in their character ; for they are employed in
“contending earnestly >’ for the fundamental truths
of ‘the gospel ; but they have nothing of the acri-
mony of controversy. On the contrary, they are
characterized by that power of evangelical reason-
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ing, that awfulness of solemnity, and that tender-
ness of appeal, which might have been expected
to become instrumental in commencing a revival
4of: religion, instead of arresting one after it had
begun. = - s
Accordingly the -effect was most manifest and
happy. - The religious attention, which had before
disclosed a very promising character, now assumed
an aspect of the most impressive and animating
kind. Tt extended to every part of the town and
neighborhood, and “became the absorbing * subject
of attention and conversation in all companies.
Scarcely a family or even an individual of the con- -
gregation remained unconcerned, Almost every
house furnished one or more monuments of the
power of divine grace. 'The most thoughtless
and licentious, and even a number of the ‘most
systematic and determined opposers of religion,
were arrested in their course, and made to bow”
to the power of the Gospel. Persons of all ages,
ranks, ‘and professions were among the hdpgf‘ul_‘ :
subjects of sanetifying grace. ‘The learned and
the ignorant, the proflicate and the decent, and
about an equal number of both sexes, were hope-
fully brought into the kinedom ' of Christ. ' In the
whole, more than three hundred persons from a
state of. carelessness became, as was hoped, real
Christians in the course of a few months. This
number, in a town not: containing at that time

G .




62 AMERICAN B'x'ocnu')nz.

mere .than two hundred famlhes, was ceuamly
extraordinary. a3¥:Y

~_ The whole aspect of the town ‘was. cha.gged
3 The—power of religion, if* it did net govern every

Theart, certainly exerted an influence in every '

house,” and commanded a_solemnity -of attention

unknown-before. The habits of the*young people, -

which had, for - several preceding years, -given so

much Gneasiness to the best part of the «church,
. Were entirely laid aside. Docility and order were
- now =their reigaing charac-tenstacs, even -in those
- few. cases-in thch ety had not taken ossession
" of their hearts. %he kingdom of Gog in this
. -case, remarkab]y verified the inspired descrrptxon,

“It was mot 4in word, but in power;” a power

which seemed, in some degree, to pervade the

“whole population. A careless person could scarce-

ly be found in the wholeweightiorhood: The truth
_is, at the close of the revivaly almost the whole

-adult populatien of the town was found in the
;. '..commumon of the church. :

From-the full and interesting ‘account glven ef
this work of grace by Mr. Edwards ~himself, it
“appears to- have. been-ésnducted-throughout—m a-
«calm, rational, Scriptural manner, without, fanati-
cism or dmder, and to have resulted, as_to the
. character of its finits, to the honor of religion,

“and greatly to the edification” of the chupach. »He
informs us also, that the doctrinal mstructlon which
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was ins\tmmemaI. in' eommencing and extending
this reviyél’,‘ was the,sound, orthodox system ‘which
the Puritan- fathers had been -preaching: for-more
than a hundted precedinig. yearsZ . Thé ddciriiies,
the . proelamation “of which was so eminently -
blessed, he expressly tells us, were the total de-
pravity of human nature ; the entire moral im-,
potence of the_sinner; the sufferings and death
of Christ as the substitate ‘of his’ people ; “their -
justification solely by - his -imputed righteousness,
Xecetved by faith alone; and the  absolute sove:-
reignty of God in the dispensation of his grace. -
These, he' assures’ us, were the doctrinés which -
he constantly preached, and which he ever found
most effectual’ in- awakening men to @ sense of
their danger, and leading them.to the Savjor.

y AmOhg those who advised Mr. Edwards to ab- °

- stain. from preaching: on. the Arminian controversy,
was a wealthy and respectable family in a neigh-

_ boring- town, -related - to Mr." Edwards, bat who
had become strongly infected with Arminian er-
rors, and felt unwilling to have them attacked,
The course which he took in opposition to their
. advice, incurably offended and alighatéd. them.

. They ceased not to be his bitter enemies, and to .
do all in their power to injure him as long as he -
lived. . : % i : :

.. Toward the close of 1735, the religious atten-
tion declined. - The few, who had passed through
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it unmoved, were hardened into stilt deeper indif-
ference. Another class ‘who had been excited
and alarmed, but not sanctified, relapsed into their
former carelessness’; and the intense feeling even
of the truly pious, . which had been so long ex-
cited and kept on the stretch, in a conmsiderable
degree lost its intensity, and returned to its ordi-
nary state. So much for what may be called the
natural and-ordinary causes of the decline in ques-
tion. Besides these, there were, in the opinion
of Mr. Edwards, some other considerations, which
had -an influence unfriendly to the continuance
and extension of the revival. These were two
or three instances of ¢ enthusiastic' delusion >> in
neighboring towns, which, in the view of some,
threw discredit on the cause of vital piety ; and an
ardent co’ntroVérsjf respecting the settlement of gz
minister, which arose in a_town at some distance
from Northampton, which not only agitated the
church more immediately interested in the event,
“but extended its unhappy influence to some of
the most remote chuiches of the colony.

It cannot be doubted that a scene such as has
been described, brought a great increase of labor
to Mr. Edwards, and put to a severe test his frail
bodily health. His public labors in the pulpit and
if’ the lecture-room were, of course, greatly mul-

‘tiplied ; and his study was almost every day, for
montlis together, constantly thronged with anxious
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inquirers.  Visiters from the neighboring tc vns
also flocked to Northampton, and many of them
resorted to the pastor for instruction and counsel.
In addition to all this, the wonders of the scene
attracted the attention of many pastors from ad-
jacent as well as mote distant churches, who very
natwrally sought the company and the counsel of
him, who was permitted to enjoy so wonderful a
share of ministerial success.

Seldom has a pastor been placed in circum-
stances more adapted to try his strength, and,
indeed, to overwhelm him with an amount of
labor beyond the power of any ome to endure.
But Mr. Edwards was wonderfully sustained un-
der it all. With a constitution of extreme deli-
cacy and feebleness, amidst all the accumulation
of labors which he was called to endure, his
health was mercifully preserved. - He experienced
most eminently the truth of that promise, “As
thy day is, so shall thy strength be.” That he
was favored at this time witl' a large increase
of Christian affection and zeal, there can be no
doubt. Probably, indeed, as his spiritual stature
was greater than that of any individual around
hi, so it may be supposed that he participated
more largely than any other in that hallowed grati-
tude and joy which could not fail to be a constant.
and a richly sustaining cordial to the spirit.

But it would- be unjust to the memory of one

VOL. VIIL 5
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of the most excellent of women not to say, that
the unremitting attentions and care of Mrs. Ed-
wards contributed greatly on this, as on all similar
occasions, to promote the health and comfort of
her husband, and, under God, the efficiency of
his spiritual labors. Although she was at this time
the niother of three children, and under the ac-
cumulating “burden of those -peculiar cares which
occupy the faithful mother, she found time to aid
her husband not a little at this  interesting and
trying season. She seems to have devoted her-
self to his comfort with an assiduity which never
grew weary, and to have rendered him invaluable
aid in meeting and conversing. with the female
portion of ‘these, who visited him for conversation
and counsel. Indeed, so intelligent and deep was
her plety, 50 - sound her understanding, and so
winning her address, that probably few pastors
were better qualified to converse with and counsel
the anxious inquirer, than this excellent woman.
She not: only devoted herself every day to the
work of doing good, but she appeared habitually
to act under the impression, that there was no
way in which she could more effectually and ex-
tensively promote thie Redeemer’s kingdom and
glory, than by promoting the comfort, alleviating
the burdens, and aiding the labors of the vener-
ated minister of his church, w1th whom she was
so closely allied.
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With regard to the state of Mr. Edwards’s own
, mind during this wonderful scene, and after it had
closed, he has left a very distinct and ample
record. He seems to have enjoyed religion dur-
ing this period, as highly, if not more highly, than
ever before. Perhaps, in deep humility ; in fixed
devotedness to the service and glory of Christ ; in
an habitual impression of the evil of sin, and the
beauty and excellence of conformity to the will
of God ; in an adoring acquiescence in Jehovah’s
sovereignty, and in the largeness and depth of his
views of the plan of salvation, he manifested a
decisive increase of attamment. It was evident,
that while the people of his charge had so exten~
sively profited by the work of grace whlch -they
had been permitted to witness; their pastor him~
self had experienced a very perceptible addition
to his spiritual stature froi all that be Ind passed
through.

It pleased God to employ this remval not ohly
as a means of great good at home, but also of
making Mr. Edwards more known abroad, and
of introducing him to a foreign correspondence,
which was endemly comected with no small ben-
efit to him in the end. In’ May, 1735, in answer
to a letter of inquiry from the Reverend Dr. Col-
man, of Boston, he wrote a brief account of the
work of divine grace at Northampton, which ‘was
published by Dr. Colman, and immediately for«
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warded to the Reverend Dr. Watts and the Rev-
erend Dr. Guyse, of London. These latter gen-
tlemen felt so much interest in the account, that
they sought for more information. He was, there-
fore, induced to prepare a much larger account,
also in the formof a letter to Dr. Colman, dated
November, 1736, which was published in London
under the title of a * Narrative of Surprising Con-
versions,”” with an Introduction by Dr. Watts and
Dr. Guyse, and extensively read by the friends
of religion in England. In 1738, this “ Narra-
tive” was republished in Boston, with a highly
commendatory Preface by four of the senior mir—
isters of the -town. The Boston edition was
accompanied with five Discourses, four of which
were before mentioned, on the following subjects,
namely, “Justification by Faith alone; Ruth’s
Resolution ; Pressing into the Kingdom of God 3
the Justice of God in the Damnation of Sinners,
and the Excellency of Jesus Christ.” This vol-
ume was extensively circulated, and was-supposed
to have been followed by an influence in many
cases highly important and salutary.

- In the year 1739, Mr. Edwards commenced
a series of discourses n his own pulpit, which
formed the basis of his celebrated work, afterwards
published, entitled “ The History of the Work of
Redemption.” The whole series, consisting of
thirty, was begun in March, and finished before

— e NI s o N o
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the close of the following August. These dis-
courses do not seem to have been at first prepared
with any view to publication, but solely for the
benefit of his own people. ~There is abundant
evidence, however, that the great subject to which
they related was deeply interesting to his mind ;
that his views of it became more enlarged and
interesting, the longer- he considered it ; and that
he conceived the plan, if his life and health were
spared, to reconstruct and prepare the whole with
much care for the press. Indeed, his earnest de-
sire to devote much time and labor in maturing
this work is mentioned in his letter to the trastees
of the College of New Jersey, as one objection
to his accepting the. presidency of that institution.
It was never published during his life ; and, al-
though of great value, as. it ‘came from the press
after his decease, he never had an opportunity of
bestowing upon it that mature revision and com-
pletion, which he earnestly desired.

In the spring of 1740, a second extensive and
powerful revival of religion commenced in North-
ampton. It again very much pervaded the town,
and large numbers were added to the church. . In
the autumn of that year, the’ Reverend George
Whitefield, whose apostolical and eminently useful
labors in Europe and America will long be' re-
membered with adoring gratitude, on his second
visit to the American colonies, went to Northamp-
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ton for the purpose of seeing and- conversing with
Mr. Edwards. - "Their interview was highly inter-
esting. Mr. Whitefield spent four days with him,
preached five sermons in his pulpit, and afterwards
accompanied him, with some other friends, to East
Windsor, for the purpose of paying their respects
to Mr. Edwards’s venerable father.
- The labors of this wonderful man in Northamp-
ton were blessed to the spiritual benefit of many
individuals, and were instrumental in continuing
and extending that happy state of religious at-
tention, which had preceded his seasonable visit.
Mr. Edwards himself seems to have regarded this
visit of the great English evangelist with peculiar
pleasure, and to have ‘attached no small impor-
tance to his labors at Northampton: His minis-
trations in other parts of New England were,
beyond .all doubt, eminently instrumental in pro-
moting the interests of real religion.
In the course of the revival with which North-
_ ampton anda number of neighboring towns were
favored, in-1740, and the two or three following
years, the disorderly practice. of lay-preaching
commenced, and gained considerable ground in
various parts of New England. Mr. Edwards
_set himself in opposition to it with all the decision
and zeal, which might have been expected from
that union of piety and wisdom, which he so emi-
nently possessed. The following letter, addressed



JONATHAN EDWARDS. 71

by him, in 1742, to a beloved young friend, who.
had laid himself open to censure in this respect,
is so instructive and excellent, that it is worthy
of being here recorded.

& Northampton, 18 May, 1742,

“My pear Frienp, i

“I am fully satisfied by the account your father
has given me, that you have gone out of the way
of your duty, and done that which did not belong
to you, #n exhorting a public congregation. I
kinow you to be a person of good judgment and
discretion, and can, therefore, with the greater
~ confidence put it to you, to consider with your-
self what you can reasonably judge would be the
consequence, if I and all “other ministers should
approve and publicly justify such things as lay-
men’s taking it upon them to exhort afier this
manmer. If one may, why may not another?
And if there be no certain limits or bounds, but
every one that pleases may have liberty, alas!
what should we soon come to? If God had not
seen it necessary that such things should have
certain limits and bounds, he never would have
appointed a- certain particular order of men to that
work and office, to be set apart to it in so solemn
a meznner in the name of God. The Head of
the church is wiser than we, and knew how to
regulate things in his church.,
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It is no argument that such things are right,
that they do a great deal of good for the present,
and within a narrow sphere; when at the same
time, if we look on them in the utmost extent of
their consequences, and on the long run of events,
they do ten times as much hurt as good. Ap-
pearing events are not our rule, but ¢ the law and
ithe testimony.” We ought to be vigilant and cir-
‘cumspect, and look on every side, and as far as
‘we can, to the further end of things. God may,
if he pleases, ‘in his sovereign providence, turn
that which is most wrong to do a great deal of
“good for the present ; for he does what he pleases.
I hope you will consider the matter, and for the
future avoid doing thus. You ought to do what
good you can by private, bretherly, humble ad-
monitions and counsels ; but it is f00 much for you
to exhort public congregations or solemnly to set
yourself, by a' set speech, to counsel a room full
of people, unless it be children, or those that are
much your inferiors, or to speak to any in an
authoritative way. Such things have done a vast
deal of mischief in the country,” and have hin-
dered the work of God exceedingly.

“The Reverend Mr. Gilbert Tennent has lately
written a letter to one of the ministers of New
England, €arnestly to dissuade from such things.
Your temptations are exceeding great. . You had
need to have the prudence and humility of ten
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men. If you are kept humble and prudent, you
may be a great blessing in this part of the land;
otherwise, you may do as much hurt in a few
weeks as you can do good in four years. You
might be under great advantages by your pru-
dence to prevent these irregularities and disorders
in your parts, that prevail and greatly hinder the
work of God in other parts of the country. But,
by such things as these, you will weaken your
own hands, and fill the country with nothing but
vain and fruitless and pernicious disputes. Per-
sons, when very full of a great sense of things, are
greatly exposed ; for then they long to do some-
thing, and to do something extraordinary ; and
then is the Devil’s time to keep them upon their
heads, if they be not uncommonly circumspect and
self-diffident.. : L odicthosribvet
“I hope these few lines will be taken in good
part, from your assured friend, :
« JonatHAN EpWARDS.”
The letter of Mr. Tennent, to which Mr. Ed-
wards refers, is also still extant, and is in the same
strain of decisive and ardent exhortation against
the disorder, which is the subject of his waming.
Their remonstrances and. exhortations ultimately
prevailed. “The irregularity in question was,
gradually, though with no small difficulty, put
down; but not until it had wellnigh been the
H
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means of bringing the Gospel ministry, in many
places, into contempt, and of pouring much dis-
credit on the cause of religion. The most unfa-
vorable anticipations of these eminent men were
more than realized. -

In the midst-of the religious attention, with
which Mr. Edwards was now surrounded, and
which also prevailed in many other parts of New
England, he attended the Commencement.at New
Haven, and, being there called upon to preach, he
delivered his well-known and able sermon, en-
titled, ¢ Distinguishing Marks of a Work of the
Spirit of God.” It was so highly approved by
the clergy and other friends of religion who heard
it, that a copy of it was immediately requested
for the press. It was accordingly soon afterwards
printed in . Boston, with a warmly coz'nmendatory
‘Preface by the Reverend Mr. Cooper, one of the
ministers of that town ; and, shortly after, was re-
pubhshed in Scotland with a similar Preface, from
the pen of the Reverend Mr. Willison, one of
the most venerable and excellent ministers of the
church of Scotland. This sermon had a wide
circulation, and was considered as eminently use-
ful, by placing the cause of revivals of religion in
a just and Scriptural light; guarding against lifeless
formality on the one hand, and enthusiasm and
fanaticism on the other.

‘The religious attention with which Northa(mpton
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was favored, and which the singular wisdom and
piety of Mr. Edwards were instrumental, under
the divine blessing, of guarding against any sig-
nal disorders, extended over a large part of the
then American colonies. Mr. Whitefield travelled
extensively in every part of the country, and
preached incessantly ; and his ministry was every-
where singularly blessed. The Reverend Messrs.

Gilbert and William Tennent, both at that time

pastors in New Jersey, also abounded at the same

period in evangelical labors, both ipn New England

and in the Middle colonies; while Mr. Buell of

Long Island, Mr. Wheelock of Connecticut, and
a number of other zealous and excellent ministers,
itinerated extensively in preaching the: Gospel, in
company with Mr. Edwards, or at his request.
He invited them to Northampton, where they la-
bored with signal success ;~and he himself devoted
a number of months to journeying -and preachmg
in various parts of the country.

In consequence of the divine blessing on these
ministrations ‘of the word, a revival of religion
more extensive and powerful than ever' oceurred,
before or since, was vouchsafed to the American
churches. The wonderful triumphs of Gospel
truth with which the labors of those exeellent
men were attended, will Jong be remembered by
the friends of piety, and can never be called to
mind without gratitude and praise to Him, who has
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“the residue of the Spirit.” - More than one hurz—~
dred and fifty congregations in New England, Ne w
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and
Virginia, and as far south as South Carolina and
Georgia, were visited and greatly blessed. Many
thousands of individuals, there is reason to believe,
were brought into the kingdom of Christ during
that revival ; many old churches were greatly en-
larged, and new ones established in places before
destitute of the means of grace; and a new irn-
pulse, and much more favorable aspect, given to
the cause of religion in general in the American
colonies. }

Amidst these animating scenes, in which the e -
lightened - friends of piety greatly rejoiced, some
circumstances of an adverse and painful character
occurred.  On the one hand, the whole worlk was
opposed and ridiculed with great zeal by the ene-
mies of vital piety ; and, on the other hand, j;
was disgraced by the enthusiasm and folly of some

.~ of its professed friends. Disorders were permitted
to interpose, which exceedingly grieved many in-
telligent Christians, and exerted, in'a number of
places, a most unfavorable influence on the great
interests of vital piety. .

The unhappy effects of lay-preaching were be-
fore mentioned. ~This mischievous practice was
indulged to a considerable extent in different parts
of New England, and always with unfavorable
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results. But lay-preaching was not the only dis-
order which crept in to mar the beauty, and di-
minish the power of this glorious work of grace.
Bodily agitations, in some cases apparently vol-
untary ; hideous and appalling outcries ; enthusi-
astic addresses to the imagination ; the praying
and exhorting of females in public ; and attempts
to decide on the spiritual condition of individuals
by the countenance, &e., were encouraged in va-
rious places, and exceedingly grieved the hearts
of judicious Christians.. The language of harsh
censure, and of uncharitable denunciation, as “un-
converted,” as “blind leaders of the blind,” as
“ devout conductors to hell,” was directed against
some of the best ministers of Christ in the com-
munity, because they disapproved of these irregu-
larities. g ; 7

Public confessions of secret sins were warmly
urged, and actually made ; and crimes altogether
unsuspected brought to light, to the disgrace of
Christian character, and the destruction of do-
mestic peace. The consequence was, that scenes
and measures which were, no doubt, intended to
make a salutary impression, were made the sub-
jects of unhallowed speculation, and the themes
of a thousand tongues. All these were urged
with the confidence of oracular wisdom ; and who=
ever ventured to lisp any thing like doubt or.op-
position, was publicly stigmatized as an enemy to
revivals, and an opposer of vital piety.

Hz2
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. Among those who took the lead in this fanatical
and disorderly conduct, one individual obtained
such an unhappy preéminence, that his case ought
not only to be recorded, but to be kept before
the public mind as a salutary warning. This was
the Reverend James Davenport, a great-grandson
of the excellent and venerable John Davenport,
 the first minister of New Haven, and, at that time,
pastor of a church at Southhold, on Long Island.
Mr. Davenport was then a young man, and had
been for some time esteemed a pious and faithful
minister. Hearing of the signal effusions of the
Holy Spifit with which God had been pleased
to favor many parts of New England, he, about
the yeat 1741, made a visit to Connecticut, and
shortly afterwards to Massachusetts, everywhere
preaching abundantly, and entering with warmth
into the spirit of the prevailing revivals.
- He soon, however, became animated by a furi-
ous zeal, and, imagining that he was called to take
a special lead in the work, he began to set at
nought all the rules of Christian prudence and
order, and to give the most unrestrained liberty to
his fanatical feelings. He raised his voice to the
highest pitch in public services, and -accompanied
his unnatural vehemence and cantatory bawling
" with the most vehement agitations of body. He
encouraged his hearers to give vent, without re-
straint, both to their distress and their joy, by

T R T TSR SONS WS,
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violent outcries in the midst of -public assemblies.
He pronounced ‘those who were thus violently
agitated, and who made these public outcries, to
be, undoubtedly, converted persons. He openly
encouraged his new converts to speak in public,
and brought forward many ignorant and unquali-
fied persons, young and old, to address large as-
semblies, in his own vehement and magisterial
manner. He led his followers in procession
through the streets, ‘singing psalms and hymns.
He claimed a kind of preseriptive right to sit in
judgment on- the character of ministers of the
Gospel. He went from place to place under-
taking to examine ministers as to their spiritual
state, and to decide with confidence whether they
were converted or not; and, when his judgment
was unfavorable, he would often, in his public
prayers, denounce them as graceles§ persons, and
call upon the people to pray for their conversion.
Those who refused to be examined by him, he,
of course, placed on the reprobated list. He
made his public prayers the medium of harsh
and often indecent attack on these ministers and
others, whom he felt disposed on any account
to censure. He taught his followers to govern
themselves by impulses and enthusiastic impres-
sions, rather than by the word of God ; and rep-
resented all public services, in which there was
not some visible agitation, or some audible outerys
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as of no value. He warned the people againse
hearing the ministers whom he denounced as un-—
converted, representing it as a dreadful sin to do
so; and, on more than one occasion, publicly re—
fused to receive the sacramental symbols in par—
ticular churches where he was present at the com-—
munion, because he doubted the piety of . the
pastors.  Congregations were exhorted to eject
their ministers ; and dissatisfied minorities were
encouraged to break off, and form new churches ;
and in this way a number of congregations were
greatly weakened, and others nearly destroyed.

In a number of churches, Mr. Davenport had
his blind and servile imitators, who propagated and
extended these disorders, and, by their unballoww e 3
mixtures with the work of grace, filled the minds
of many with prejudices against the ‘whole, 5«
fanaticism and delusion ; made the very name o, f
a revival odious in the- ears -of many ntelligent
Christians ; distracted and divided many congre-
gatlons ; and gave rise to“multiplied evils, whic h,
in two thirds of a century afterwards, had no¢
entirely disappeared.

Although Mr. Whitefield, who has been not
improperly styled “ the prince of preachers,” was
exceedingly active in the revival of religion which
has been described, and was instrumental in doin g
extensive and incalculable good in- the Ameucan

churches ; yet it cannot be denied that some, not
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the worst indeed; but some of the irregularities
referred to, received from him more countenance,
especially in the early part of his ministry, than
they ought to have done. This he and his co-
adjutors afterwards confessed -and Jamented with
Christian candor; and did all in their power to ;
correct the error.  There is ample evidence that
Mr. Edwards saw this mistake in Mr. Whitefield
at their first interview, and set himself modestly,
but firmly, to bear testimony against it, but without
immediate success. It was. not until some of its
unhappy fruits had begun to be disclosed, that the
ardent -mind of Mr. Whitefield recognised and
corrected the irregularity, e o
It may well be supposed, that while. Mr. Ed-
wards rejoiced in the triumphs of divine grace
which he was permitted to witness, he could not
be an unconcerned speciator of the enthusiastic
and fanatical aberrations which were evidently in-
juring the cause of vital piety. The scenes of
irregularity -and - disorder, which have been de-
scribed, greatly distressed him ; and he Temon-
strated against them with the greatest zeal. For,
although his. own church was less infected with
these disorders than almost any other, yet it was-
not wholly free- from them. The infection of
fanaticism, caught from irregular men in neighbor-
ing towns, could not. be whdfﬂy shut out from
Northampton. - But, besides finding some portion
VOL. VIII, R
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of the evil to be corrected among his own people,
his love for the cause of truth, and for the welfare
of souls, was so enlarged, disinterested, and ardent,
that he could not remain idle while any thing was
to be done, or any error remained to be cor-
rected.  In'this exigency he wrote and published
his ¢ Thoughts concerning the Present Revival
of Religion in New England.” It is probable
that a more instructive and valuable work, on the
subject to which it relates, was never presented
to the religious public. It treats of the nature
and evidences of genuine revivals of religion ; of
the errors and evils into which their ardent friends
are apt to fall; and what ought to be done to
promote them. And it is drawn'up with so much
practlcal wisdom ; so much spmtual discernment ;
such remarkable acquaintance - with the human
heart ; with such marked aversion to every thing
like enthusiasm or extravagance ; and, at the same
time, with such rational and Scriptural ardor -of
pious affection, that it was received by the friends
of vital piety, on its first appearance, with a de-
gree of approbation seldom manifested toward any
work so intimately connected with public feeling ;
and it has ever since been regarded as a. practical
religious classic, by a very large portion of the
Christian public. Tts fervent piety ; its wonderful
sagacity and discrimination ; the absence of all ex-
travagant feeling, though written in the midst of
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strong excitement ; and the' cle ess _Vw’ 8
tural instruetion, have been

summit of all fhat has b

mentous subject. L i
This work was immediately '_pnﬁhsﬁedm Scot-
land, and not only amqﬂﬁ the attention and the

praise of a large num ) }‘tBe m‘%@ truth
and piety n that country, but also Mﬂmm
author, more than evei'“ ‘object of esteem m
reverence among all at homeand abm& mm
an opportunity of perusxhg it. - Rdcwﬁg%”ﬂ
1743; Mr. Edwards was introduced to an ex-
tensive epxatolary intercourse with sﬁemf%
guished ministers of the Church of Scotland, who,
attrdcted by his wntmgs, solicited a MM
ence with him, which he mmﬁiamed for a number
of years with assidvity and interest. DR this numm<
ber, his first correspondent was the Reverend John
McLaurin, of Glasgow, one c&'t\mm eminent
of them, both for talents and piety. “To him
succeeded the Reverend William MCCBM -of
Cambuslang ; the Reverend John Robe, of I#l
syth; the Reverend Thomas Gillespie, of Carnoch;
the Reverend John Willison, of Dundee, and the
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Reverend Dr. John Erskine, then minister of Kir-
kintilloch, afterwards of Edinburgh. These gen-
tlemen seemed to enter with cordiality into the
genuineness and glory of the American revivals of
religion, and appear to have enjoyed something of
the same blessing in their own respective congre-
gations. Mr. Edwards’s correspondence with the
last-named gentleman did not begin quite so early
as that which he maintained with the others ; but it
was peculiarly interesting, and continued as long as
Mr. Edwards lived. Dr. Erskine was remarkable
for qualities peculiarly suited to the taste and the
habits of his Ameriean friend. To great ardor of
piety, and- to singular fidelity and diligence in his
pastoral charge, he added an unusual thirst for
knowledge, and unceasing diligence in the culti-

" yation of his mind, even to old age. While,
therefore, he received with the deepest’ interest
the successive publications of Mr. Edwards, as
they issued from the press, he was careful, on his
part, to search out and send to Mr. Edwards such
new and rare works as, at the distance. of the
latter from the great libraries of Europe, he might
have found it difficult to procure. - It is evident,
from remaining records, that this correspondence

~was highly gratifying to both parties, and was
deemed by each substantially profitable.
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CHAPTER IV
The Disorders 'wluch attended the Revwdl if
Religion. — The Treatise on Relzgzous Affec-
tions, — Memoirs af Bramerd — Euro_pean
Correspondence contmued’ ;

It has been seen, in the precedmg chapter, that
the disorders,which, unhappﬂy, crept in to grieve
the pious, and disturb the peace of some of the
churches, in the course of the revival oﬁ!&hg\eﬂ

which has been described, gave rise to a number

of ecclesiastical difficulties. Troublesome indi-
viduals, actuated by enthusiasm, or by spmtual
pride, "became schismatics, and greatly weakened
the hands of ministers:  Dissatisfied and turbulent
minorities withdrew from the ministry of their
pastors, and set up rival congregations. In these,
and in a variety of other forms, weak, rash, and

enthusiastic persons became instrumental in pro-
ducing discord, strife, and dmsm’n in churches
before peacefu) and happy. i

In such difficulties, no man was resorted to lbr
counsel more frequently, or had more - influence’in
restoring peace and order, than Mr. Edwards.
He became the counsellor and guide, not onlyi‘ésf
those who addressed him by letter from distant

I
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congregations, but also of many who came to
Northampton to consult him in person. Perhaps
on no occasions do his ardent piety, his knowledge
of human nature, and his practical wisdom and
prudence appear more conspicuous, than in the
manner in which he gave counsel in such perplex-
ing cases. Lifted, by the grace of his Master,
-above the morbid excitement with which he was
called to deal, he addressed both aggrieved and
.dﬂ‘_'endipg parties with such “meekness of wis-
dom,” as seldom failed to produce a beneficial
effect. In perusing the specimens that remain
of ‘these cotnsels, it is difficult to say, which ought
most t0 be admired,— the calm and heavenly
spirit which pervades them, or the comprehensive
and judicious views of the laws and interests of
* the church of God, which constantly appear.

-But this great and good man now felt himself
called to attempt a more extensive and permanent
service to the great cause of vital piety. The
seasons of religious attention through which he
bhad passed, and the various forms of delusion
which he had witnessed, convinced him that there
was an urgent demand for some popular treatise,
more clear and discriminating than he had yet
seen, for distinguishing true religion from its vari-
*ous counterfeits.  On this subject he was .aware
that great diversity of opinion prevailed. Some,
who adopted the formal and frigid Arminian sys-
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tem of Dr. Whitby, scarcely admitted the need,
or evén the reality, of any thing whlch Edwards
regarded. as genuine heart religion. Others at-
tached essential importance to strong impulses
and visible excitement ; and whenever they saw
great apparent zeal and ardor of affection, what-
ever countervailing evﬂslmlght appear, recognised
the evidence of conversion as a matter of course.
Some taught that real rehglon did not consist at
all in the affections, but wholly in the external
conduct ; while otherswere not willing 0 sanction
any evidence of piety but that which mcluded
not merely internal exercises, but also- the ‘precise
time, place, and order of certain 'prescnhed feel-
ings, which they were pleased to. consider as
indispensable. In fine, there were tho,se who
considered every thing which they had mtnessed \
in the religious attention around them, however
disorderly, as worthy of approbation, and nothmg
to be condemned ; while not a few, dxsgusted by
the irregularities which had ommrred pmnounced
the whole enthusiasm and- delusmn. Y
Amidst this diversity of opinion, i it seemed de
sirable that some ¢ master spirit,”” who had been
“taught of God, » and who to ardent piety adq-
ed great natural discernment and rich experi-
ence, and. ‘who enjoyed a large measur&of
Jic confidence, should step forward, and enhghmp
and guide the religious public. Though_ Mr.
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Edwards did not claim this character for himself,
yet such he really was. Being firmly persuaded,
on the one hand, that the religious attention, inx
which he had been allowed to participate, was a
genuine work of God, in which the friends of
piety had reason to rejoice ; and, on the other,
that much of a spurious and fatally deceptive
character had, in various places, mingled with the
work of the Holy ‘Spirit; he resolved to devote
particular attention to the distinguishing marks and
evidences of true religion.

For this purpose, while the religious attention
was still going on, he commenced in 1742, and fin-
ished early in 1743, a series of Sermons, founded
on 1 Peter, i. 8. These were successively deliv-
ered in his own pulpit. Soon afterwards, the
substance of these discourses'-Was divested of its
original dress, and thrown into the form of a
continued and connected “Treatise concerning
Religious Affections.” This volume was first
published in 1746. It was' immediately repub-
lished in England and Scotland, and drew from the
friends of enlightened, Scriptural piety, on both
sides of the Atlantic, the warmest praises and
thanks. 2

This work, as most of the friends of vital piety
agree, is not only entitled to a place in the very
first rank of treatises on practical religion, but
many consider it as occupying the first place in
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the list. Tt is certainly a noble monument of spir-
itual skill, wisdom, and fidelity. Asa thorough,
systematic, comprehensive, and richly instructive
view of the subject of which it treats, it may be
safely said, it has no superior. The first princi-
ples, as well as the practical details of vital piety,
are delineated as by a werkman that “needed not
to be ashamed,” and quahﬁed “rightly to divide
the word of truth.” It is probable that the dis-
criminating ma.rks of true and false religion were
never found drawn with a stronger, or a more dis-
tinct and faithful hand, in any unmspn'ed ‘volume,
than in this work. The degree of favor wh\ch it
has received for nearly a century among all evan-
gelical denominations, and which, amidst all the-

changes of fashion and taste in reading, it retains

to the present hour, and that in a measure rather
increasing than diminishing, is certainly a - very
extraordinary attestation of its excellence.

The intimate friendship which subsisted be-
tween Mr. Edwards, and the celebrated Mr, Da-
vid Brainerd, missionary to the Indians, is well
known. Their acquaintance began in September,
1743, when Mr. Edwards was at New Haven, at-
tending the annual Comimencement. Mr. Brain-
erd had fallen under the severe discipline of the
college, in consequence of some indiscreet remarks,
uttered in the ardor of his religious zeal, respecting
the opposition of two of the faculty to the preach-

12

R Aok
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jng of Mr. Whitefield. For these remarks, in
those days of excitement and heat, he was publicly
‘expelled. This event had occurred early in the
winter ‘of the preceding year, when he was in his
third year in college. Brainerd was now at New
Haven for the purpose of seeking a reconciliation
with the faculty, and requesting the privilege of
graduating with the class from which he had been
-ejected. For this purpose he made a very explicit
and humble acknowledgment of his fault, and im-
plored forgiveness. But, though his own request
was fortified by the intercession of a number of re-
~spectable friends and graduates of the college, it
failed of success. Mr. Edwards deeply sympa-
thized with him in his wishes and his failure ; and,
in the course of their interviews, had so many op-
portunities of witnessing the humility, the meck-
ness, and the deep and tender conscientiousness
of this young servant of Christ, that a foundation
was now laid for a most endeared friendship be-
tween them; a friendship which brought Mr.
Brainerd to spend a considerable portion of his
time in the family of Mr. Edwards, and finally,
-four years after their acquaintance began, to die
under his hospitable roof. -

In 1744, a number. of ministers belonging to
tlre Church of Scotland, among whom were all the
correspondents of Mr. Edwards, deeply impressed
with the conviction that the state of the church
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and the world called loudly for united and extra-
ordinary prayer to God, ¢ that he would deliver
the nations from their miseries, -and fill the earth
with his glory,” communicated to Mr. Edwards a
proposal for that purpose. The plan which they

proposed was, that, for the ensuing fwo years, all

Christians, universally, who chose to concur in the
exercise, should set apart a portion of time, on
Saturday evening and Sabbath morning, every
week, to be spent in special and united prayer for
the objects specified ; and that they should still
more solemuly observe a stated day in each quar-

ter of the year, to be spent either in private, social,

or public prayer, as the case might be, for the
effusion of the Holy Spirit on the chumh &nd iha.
world.

Mr. Edwards I‘GCEJVGd thls proposal Witb warm
approbation, and immediately addressed himself to
the task of communicating and earnestly recom-
mending it to the American churches. The plan
was adopted and acted upon by a number of the
ministers and churches of New Enghnd - Toward
the close of the two years, dum;g, which it was

proposed to continue this united and extraordinary

prayer, another communication came from Scot-
land, proposing the continuance of the sacred en-
terprise for an indefinite period. Mr. Edwalds
again heartily seconded the plan, and, in 1746,
for the purpose of premoting it, first preached a
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series of sermons on the subject to his own people,
and soon afterwards published them, in the form
of a treatise, enutled, *“ An Humble Attempt to
promote Explicit Agreement and Visible Union
among God’s People, in Extraordinary Prayer for
the Revival of Religion, and the Advancement of
Christ’s Kingdom on Earth, pursuant to Seripture
Promises and Prophecies concerning the T.ast
Time.” This work was immediately reprinted in
England and in Scotland, and had a wide circ¢ula-
tion there, as well as in this country. The union
proposed was adopted and maintained by many of
the American churches, for more than half a cen-
tary ; until, finally, the ¢ Monthly Concert in
-Prayer,” for the revival of religion, and the con-
version of the world, was proposed by some Ppious
ministers of England, in 1784, to be observed on
the first Monday evening of every month ; whicp,
gradually gained ground in the religious commu-
nity, at home and abroad, until it has come to be
extensively adopted by the churches in every
quarter of the globe.

It might have been expected that a treatise de-
signed to answer the purpose contemplated by the
“ Humble Attempt,” just alluded to, would have
been constructed on the principles of an epheme-
ral production, short, animating, and intended to
arouse, rather than to instruct. But it reall y

seemed as'if Mr. Edwards was incapable of doing
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any thing superficially, or upon a small scale.
Whatever he undertook to discuss at all, he was
constrained to discuss profoundly and thoroughly ;
presenting it in all its aspects ; meeting all its
difficulties ; anticipating and answering all objec-
tions ; prostrating all its adversaries ; and not only
appearing a conqueror, but “more than a con-
queror.”  Charles the Second, of England, is re-
ported to have said of the celebrated Dr. Barrow,
that “ he was the most unfair preacher he ever
heard ; for that, when he undertook te treat any
subject in the pulpit, he never left any thing to be
said by any other man.” This remark really may
be applied stll more strongly to Mr. Edwards.
Instead of  making his * Humble Attempt” a
pampbhlet of twenty or thirty pages, as most men
would have done, he made it a volume; rich,
instructive, carefully reasoned, and of permanent
value. He treats, with his wonted ability and
care, of the nature and characteristics of the
“Latter Day Glory ”; of the certainty of its fu-
ture occurrence ; of the encouragements to pray
and labor for its hastening, and of the objections
which have been urged against a compliance with
the duty recommended. No production of his
pen was destined to “perish in the using.” On
all subjects, he wrote, not for his contemporaries
alone, but for posterity.
Mr, David Brainerd, soon after Mr. Edwards’s
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acquaintance with- him commenced in 1743, as

before related, engaged in missionary labor among

the Indians, in different settlements, in New York,
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. This labor he
pursued, amidst the pressure of disease and many
discouragements, for more than three years, with
a zeal, diligence, self-denial, and perseverance,
which have seldom had any parallel in the history

. of missions, and with a very gratifying measure of

~ suceess, especially in regard to that portion of the

Indians which was located. at what is now called
Crosswicks, in New Jersey.

In ‘the month of May, 1747, that devoted
young missionary, after taking leave of the In-
dians in the preceding March, in consequence of

" declining health, and visiting some of his relatives
and friends in Connecticut, went to Northampton,
having been invited by Mr. Edwards to take up
his abode at his house. He spent a part of the
ensuing summer in travelling for the benefit of his
health ; but, continuing to decline, he returned to
Northampton, toward the close of the following
July, and, gradually sinking under the power of a
consumptive disease, closed his life in the bosom
of Mr. Edwards’s family, on the 9th of October,
1747, in the 30th year of his age. Mr. Edwards
preached the sermon at his funeral, from 2 Cor.
v. 8, which' was speedily published, and which

now appears in his collected “ Works,” under the
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title, “ True Saints, When absent from the Body,
are present with the Tuord.”

The circumstances of Mr. Brainerd dying under
Mr. Edwards’s roof, and committing to his care
his Diary and all his other papers, added to' the
warm Christian friendship which subsisted between
them, naturally led Mr. Edwards to form the
plan of writing and publishing an extended Me-
moir of that devoted young missionary. Accord-
ingly, he undertook this service, and prepared the
volume which was published at Boston in 1749,
under the following title, « An Account of the
Life of the late Reverend David Brainerd, Mis-

s1onary to the Indians, from the Honorable Society
in Scotland, for the Propagation of Christian
Knowledge ; and Pastor of a Church of Chris-
tian Indians in New Jersey.” In this volume, as
in all his other works, the author treats of nothing
slightly or cursorily. His object evidently was to
render it as richly instructive in ‘practical Chris-
tianity, and as luminous and safe a guide to anx-
lous inquirers, as possible.

Brainerd was, probably, one of the most deeply
pious men of hlS time. No one can peruse his
Diary, which makes up so considerable a portion
of this volume, without perceiving that he had a
depth of humility, an habitual tenderness of con-
science, an elevation of sentiment and affection,
and an' insatiable thirst after the promotion of the
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Redeemer’s kingdom; and the salvation of men,

which but few men have ever “manifested. One

feature of his character, and one ‘only, seemed to

demand special eaution on the part of his biogra-
pher. His natural temperament was inclined to
melancholy. - This infirmity gave a tincture to
most of his mental operations, and is distinctly
pemeptlble in many of his religious. exercises.
This eircumstance called for great caution and
spiritual skill, in holding up his character to view
for the instruction of others.

In executing his task, Mr. Edwards has acquit-
ted himself in a2 manner equally honorable to his
piety and his wisdom. He has exhibited Brainerd
peculiarly self-demed consecrated, and “heavenly—
minded as he was. He has shown him to us as
an emple of a mind ¥ nemulous]y apprehensive

”qf s'r;;, loathing it in every form, and for its own
‘Bake ; avoiding even the appearance of evil ; ris-
mg hab;tually above all terrestrial considerations ;
daily advancing in holiness ; finding his ‘only en-
Jjoyment in seeking the glory of God > and con-
strained by the love of Christ, as the ruling
passion”” of his life ; and, at the same time, has
[aithfully put his readers on their guard against the
prominent infirmity of the character which he un-
dertook to delineate.. The ¢ Reflections” on the
Memoirs of Brainerd, are rich and masterly. And
the whole work is one of those, which ought to be
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studied by every minister -of the Gospel, and
every candidate for the sacred office. Few un-
mspu‘ed books are better, .adapted to expose enthu-
siasma and every kmd of “spurious. religion, and to
“try the spirits” of men, and especially of min=
isters of the gospel, ¢ whether they are of God.”
Mr. Edwards was now continuing to maintain a
diligent and pleasant correspondence with a num-=
ber of friends in Scotland, to which reference was
before made. To Mr. McCulloch, Mr. Gillespie,
Mr. Willison, and particularly to Dr. Erskine, he
seems to have written about this time frequently
and largely. The last-named gentleman, especial-
ly, entered with zeal and eagerness into all Mr.
Edwards’s: plans of literary and theological enter-
prise ; procured and sent him a number of books,
which were not to be found in the American libra~
ries or bookstores ; and thus not a little facilitated:
his inquiries, and the pmsecut(on of his labors w
an author. & J
The influence of this correspondence ‘hﬁ, bn
Mr. Edwards’s own mind, was, no doubt, ha
He found, that his works were. received.%iﬂi\;ﬁééﬁ
respect and gratitude on the other side of the At-
lantic. To a mind so peculiarly modest as his,
the numerous testimonies of this fact must have
imparted a gratifying impulse, and given him new
encouragement to proceed in his labors. - The in=
telligence, also, which he was frequently receiving
VOL. VIII. 7 : 15
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from these correspondents, respecting the state
of the churches in distant’ parts of the world, and
the doctrinal instruction, and other means, by
which genuine piety appeared to be promoted,
served to enlarge his interest, as well as his knowl-
edge, in regard to the Redeemer’s kingdom, and
_greatly to confirm his confidence in that Scriptural
system, to the propagation of which he had devot-
ed his life. At ‘the same time, while Mr. Ed-
 wards himself was thus benefited, it was made
_evident,. by thiis correspondence, that the printed
works and the letters of ‘Mr. Edwards were doing
much good in Great Britain, by promoting the
cause of truth and of vital piety wherever they
were read, and by strengthening the hands of
‘those beyond the Ailaritic, who were like-minded
with himself ; and who, by means of their Ameri-
can correspondent, were kept constantly informe
of the deeply interesting scenes which were pass-
‘ing in the new world.
 From this correspondence the fact is ascer-
tained, that Mr. Edwards, several years before he
left Northampton, had planned a work which re-
sulted in his volume on the “Freedom of the
Will.”  In his first letter to Dr. Erskine, dated in
1747, he says to his revered correspondent; ¢ I
have thought of writing something particularly and
Ia.trgely_,.én the Arminian controversy, in distinct
discourses on the various points in dispute, to be
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published successively, beginning first with a dis-
course concerning the Freedom of the Will and
Moral Agency ; endeavoring fully and thorough-
Iy to state and discuss those points of liberty and
necessity, moral and physical inability, efficacious
grace, and the ground of virtue and vice, reward
and punishment, blame and praise, with regard to
the dispositions and actions  of reasonable crea-
tures.”

Such was the ﬁrst intimation of the plan of that
great work. And, as his well-known habit was to
make abundant use of his pen in .meditating on
the: subjects which occupied his attention, the
probability is, that he began to write much on the
sub_]ect of the work in question, even thus early 5
not in the actual composnmn of the treatise, as it
afterwards appeared, but in collecting materials,
noting down thoughts, and maturing his views on
the great principles, which he afterwards placed in
so strong a light. Such a mind as his could not
be idle, when it had once formed so mnoble and
interesting an%uﬂfﬂé FE S 10 Mol

In the month’gf m}lﬁg, msmwards was
called to preach o’t‘i&cm‘aﬁ.&e Reverend
Job Strong, in the town of ?M“fﬂew
Hampshire. On  that occasion, he delivered a
sermon on John xiii. 15, 16, entitled, * Christ the
Example of Ministers.”” It was soon afterwards
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published, and is to be found in the eighth vol-
ume of his works.

In the correspondence of Mr. Edwards with
his Scottish friends, he was, about this time, in-
volved in an amicable controversy with one of
their number, the Reverend Mr. Gillespie, of
Carnock, -in respect to some of the sentiments
taught in the volume on ‘ Religious Affections.”
Mr. Gillespie called in question a number of the
positions on practical subjects, taken by Mr. Ed-
wards. This led to an extended epistolary dis-
cussion between the years 1746 and 1750, in
which the clearness, the comprehensive views,
and the excellent spirit of Mr. Edwards appear to
great advantage. His superiority to his corre-
spondent is very striking, and his defence of his
own work highly instructive and satisfactory.

In the month of June, 1748, Colonel John
Stoddard, a son of Mr. Edwards’s grandfather and
colleague, one of the most important members of
the church at Northampton, was removed by
death. On this occasion Mr. Edwards delivered
a sermon from Ezekiel xix. 12, which was soon
dfterwards published under the following title ;
“God’s awful Judgments in breaking the strong
Rods of the Community.” When the sermon
was delivered and published, it is probable that
neither the author nor those who solicited its pub-
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lication, were adequately aware of the exemplifi-
cation which was soon to be given of the justness
of its title. Colonel Stoddard was one of the
most venerable and influential ‘'men in Massachu-
setts. He was greatly dlstmgmshed for the vigor
of his understanding, the €nergy and decision of
his character, the fervor of his piety, and the
steadfastness of his support of every thing friendly
to evangelical truth and order. His removal was,
indeed, taking away one of the main pillars of so-
ciety. The greatness of his loss, and the want of
men like-minded, the subject of this memihr*‘vms
destined, in the course of a few short months,
painfully to experience, in the troubles irm
arose to shake the churcﬁ of Northampton to lts :
centre.

Aaas MR
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CHAPTER V.

Origin and History of his Troubles at North—

* “ampton. — Publication of his Work on Church
Communion. — Dismission from his Pastoral
Charge. — Invitation to settle at Stockbridge.

Unrin the year 1744, Mr. Edwards seems to
have had a firm hold of the confidence and affec-
tions of his congregation. The friends of piety
among .them regarded him with the warmest ap-
probation and love, and considered themselves as
eminently favored with the labors of an able and
faithful minister of Christ. Large numbers of
them owned him as their spiritual father, and felt
toward him that peculiar attachment which such
a filial relation is adapted to inspire. And even
the worldly and impenitent part of his charge,
while they felt themselves reproved by the holi-
ness of his life, and ‘the purity of his doctrine,
were yet proud of their minister, as, by the ac-
knowledgment of all, one of the greatest and best
men in the country. His consort and family, too,
had won the affections of the people, and were
eminently popular. Up to the year just men-
tioned, perhaps no minister in New England could
be considered as more likely to live and die be-
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more than once have the loudest ‘“hosannas’ of
praise been immediately succeeded by the furious
denunciation, “Crucify! Crucify !” This versa-
tility Mr. Edwards experienced. In the year just
mentioned, an event occurred, which in some de-
gree alienated from him a number of individuals,
and which, though somewhat remotely, yet un-
doubtedly prepared the way for that rupture, which
terminated in his departure from Northampton.
The occurrence alluded to was this. It being
credibly reported, that a number of the young
people,; members of his church, had in their pos--
session licentious books, which they were employ-
ing for immoral purposes, he thought it his duty
to take notice of the rumor; and, being satisfied
that it was well founded, he prepared and de-
livered a solemn and . pointed sermon against the
sin charged on the young people. -After the ser-
mon, he communicated to the men@ers of the
church the information which he had réceived.
They voted, with great unanimity, that the matter
ought to be judicially inquired into, and appointed
a committee of their own number to codperate
with the pastor in making the inquiry. But when
the pastor, after the appointment of this cqg:(- '
mittee, publicly read the names of the persons
who were requested to attend the meetmg of the
committee either as accused persons, or to bear
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testimony against the accused, without diserimi~
nating the classes in which the persons named
respectively stood, ‘it appeared that there was
scarcely a leading family in the whole town to
which some of the persons summoned, either as
inculpated, or as witnesses, did not ‘belong, or
were not nearly related. )

This disclosure produced an immediate reaction.
A majority of the church determined not to pro-
ceed in an inquiry which appeared likely to give
pain. to so many families, and to issue to the
discredit of so many of their children ; and, as
attention to children furnishes one. of the surest
avenues to the hearts of their parents, so nothing
is more apt to revolt and alienate, and even to
produce intense hostility in- the minds of parents,
than any thing which threatens the character o
the comfort of their children. The consequences
were unhappy. A number of the young people
were incurably disaffected to their pastor. Too
many of their parents sympathized with this feel.
ing. The discipline of the church was openly set
at defiance. The hands of Mr. Edwards were
greatly weakened. His ministry, from that (ime,
was attended with but little success. The church
manifestly declined both in zeal and in morals.
And a foundation seemed thenceforward to be
laid for that irritable and mutinous state of the
Popular. feeling, which issued, in a few years, in
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most extraordinary excitement and:violence, and,
finally, in the ejection from his pastoral charge of
a great and good man; ¢ of whom his people were
not worthy.” b :

Whether the course taken on this occasion by
Mr. Edwards was the wisest that could have been
adopted, or whether the  revulsion which occurred
in the minds of a body of parents, on finding so
many of their children painfully implicated, was
not such as ought to have been anticipated and
guarded against, are questions, which it were now
unavailing to ask, and not easy to answer. But
that a people, who had witnessed so much evi-

dence of the purity of their pastor’s motives and
the benevolence of his heart, a people who had
seen so much evidence of a peculiar blessing at-
tending on his ministry, should have been capable
of treating him with so much harshness and injus-
tice, especially when, a short time before, they
had unanimously concurred with him in judgment
that something ought to be done, is a memorable
example of the blindness and violence of popular
feeling, even in a population ordinarily of the most
enlightened, sober, and reflecting character.

The rankling uneasiness and alienation produced
by this case of discipline, or rather of frustrated
discipline, was soon succeeded by another diffi-
culty still more serious and intractable in its na-

ture.  The church of Northampton had been
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originally founded, as all the early churches of
New England were, on the principle of strict com-
munion, that is, a profession: of real friendship to

"Christ was considered as an indispensable qualifi-

cation for communion. Of course, none were ad-
mitted to church-membership but those who were
regarded, in a judgment of charity, as truly pious.
The venerable Mr. Stoddard, the grandfather and
colleague of Mr. Edwards, about the beginning

_of the eighteenth century, effected an alteration

in the opinion and practice of the church in rela
tion to this matter. He adopted and preached the
opinion, that the Lord’s Supper was designed to
be a converting ordinance ; that genuine piety
was not necessary in order to a proper and accep-
table approach to it; and consequently that persons
who knew themselves to be entirely destitute of

- faith and repentance, if they were sober and moral >

might, with propriety, unite themselves with the
visible professing people of God. This doctrine,
and a corresponding practice, Mr. Stoddard suc-
ceeded in establishing in his church, not, indeed,
without considerable opposition both among his
own people and from abroad. . Some -pious min-
isters, indeed, opposed it with warmth, as a most
unhappy departure from the spirit and purity of
Christian fellowship. But it was soon peaceably
acquiesced in by the church of Northampton, and
adopted by a number of other churches in New
England. -
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For this change it is not difficult to account.
Almost all the first settlers of New England were
professedly pious men, and in full communion in
the church. - Especially were all the leaders and
guides of society, as a matter of course, chosen
from among the professors of religion. 'No one
else was thought of for a public station. ~Hence,
in process of time, church-membership. came to
be considered as an- indispensable qualification for
civil office.  Not to be a communicant, was a
kind of public stigma, which effectually prevented
any one from being invested with the honors of
the state, especially those of the higher grade.
And' therefore, when the,_spirit and prevalence
of piety had greatly declined, the old habit ren-
dered many who had no real love for religion, still
desirous of being regularly enrolled as members
of the church. This feeling, of course, as it
probably had no small influence in giving birth
to the lax doctrine in question, so it, no doubt,
served to render that doctrine highly acceptable
to worldly men. Nor can we wonder, not only -
that the doctrine in question should be highly
popular among the votaries of secular ambition,
but that the strongest worldly prejudices and in-
terests should be embarked in .its support, and
that all attempts to set it aside should be, to a
! large portion of the community, peculiarly odious.
I Facts of this kind are highly instructive and
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admonitory. No alliance, however indirect or re-

mote, between the church and the state, has ever

existed without interfering with the purity of the

church, and lowering the standard of piety. The

moment a profession of religion becomes, in any
way, either by direct civil enactment, or by the
force' of public sentiment, a qualification for civil
office, a door is opened for imparting to the church
a worldly bias, and subjecting it to a worldly in-
fluence. From that moment, the purity and sim-
plicity of Christian truth cannot fail to be ex-
posed, and seldom fails to be actually invaded and
injured.

When Mr. Edwards became the colleague of
his grandfather, he acquiesced in the lax doctrine
which he found established, and continued to act
in conformity with it for twenty years. We are
told; indeed, that, from the first, he had doubts,
and that these doubts painfully increased until
the year 1749, when he formally disclosed to his
church his change of opinion, and publicly vindi-
cated it by his “ Humble Inquiry into the Rules
of the Word of God, concerning the Qualifications
requisite to a complete Standing and full Com-
munion in the visible Christian Church ;”’ which
came from the press in August of that year. This
work is generally considered, both by friends and
foes, as ome of the ablest, perhaps the most com-
plete apd powerful, ever written in support of the
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doctrine which it advocates. The public disclo-
sure made by this treatise immediately threw the
congregation into a flame, and he became the ob-
ject of fierce, unbridled resentment. Though he
manifested, in all that he said and did, the deepest
conscientiousness 3 and though he vindicated him=
self, both from the pulpit and the press, with all
the meckness and gentleness.which so eminently
shone in his character ; still the opposition to him
was heated and unrelenting to a wonderful degree.
Great pains were taken to prevent the circula-
tion and reading of the book which he had pub-
lished for explaining and vindicating his senti=
ments.  Finding this, he proposed to undertake
a more formal discussion of the matter in con-
troversy than he had hitherto undertaken, in a
series of sermons in his own pulpit. Such a dis-
cussion, however, the church; when consulted on
the subject, refused to allow, or to hear. The
clamor increased. The opposition became more
ardent and extended. Every proposal which he
made for a calm hearing, or for an amicable ad-
justment of the difficulty, by referring it to an
appropriate ecclesiastical council, was met with a
resolute and acrimonious refusal. Notwithstanding
this refusal, he determined, with characteristic firm-
ness, whether the people would hear, or whether
they would forhear, to proceed and discuss the
subject in controversy from his pulpit. He did
L
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so at considerable length. But very few of the
members of -his own congregation attended the
discussion. The church was indeed crowded with
auditors ; but they were chiefly drawn from the
neighboring churches; a small portion, it is prob-
able, by concurrence in sentiment with the preach-
er, and a deep interest in the prevalence of the
principle for which he contended ; but a great
majority from very different motives.

This discussion, however, produced no favorable
effect on the sentiments or feelings of the people.
On the contrary, they manifested every day a
stronger desire that Mr. Edwards should withdraw
from his pastoral charge among them, and leave
them at liberty to choose another minister. For
this  purpose, they urged that an ecclesiastical
council should be called, according to the usage
of the Congregational churches, to deliberate on
the case, and to advise and sanction the dissolution
of his pastoral relation. 'To this Mr. Edwards
consented, on certain conditions of the most rea-
sonable and equitable kind. 'These the congre-
gation strenuously opposed, and the selection and
assembling of a council was delayed for a number
of months. At length, however, on the 22d of
June, 1750, a mutual' council met at Northamp-
ton, and, after deliberate inquiry and consideration
of the subject, decided, by a majority of one,
that the diversity of opinion between him and the
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people of his charge concerning ecclesiastical com-
munion, was so serious and fixed, that the pastoral
relation between him and-them could no longer
with propriety be continued, and ought to be dis-
solved ; and they accordingly dissolved it.

Against this decision the minority of the council
entered a solemn protest, declaring, that, in their
opinion, the difference between the parties was
not so essential as to render a separatlon neces-
sary ; and also that the proper steps to heal the
breach and bring about a reconclhatrcm, had not
been taken ; and, at the same time, bearing a
strong testimony to the ardent piety, faithfulness,
and preéminent qualifications of Mr. Edwards as
a pastor, and expressing a confident hope that,
though painfully separated from the church at
Northampton, he would be acceptable and made
a rich and permanent blessing in some other part
of the church.

In fomenting and extending this sad controversy,
there were individuals out of Northampton who
were bitterly opposed. to Mr. Edwards, and ex=
erted no small influence in exciting hostility against
him. Among these were several members of a
large, wealthy, and influential family in a neighbor-
ing town, kinsmen of his own, before alluded to,
who had been totally alienated from-him a number
of years before, partly from private and personal
pique, and partly from their opposition to his re-
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ligious opinions. All the branches of this family
manifested toward him, for a number of years, a
most malignant spirit, and seemed to take peculiar
de\ight in opposing and injuring him whenever it
was in their power..

Through the whole of this agltatmg and dis-
tressing scene, the conduct of Mr. Edwards was
a signal example of self-possession, meekness, and
patiences  That the treatment he received was
in a high degree unjust and oppressive, all im--
partial. beholders were agreed. This some of
those, who had been leaders in the protracted
course of excitement and popular violence, after—
wards acknowledged with the strongest expres-—
sions of regret. He had a few friends m the
congregation, who seem to have concurred with
him in his offensive opinions, and who loved him
still. ~ But they were borne down by an infuriated
and overwhelming majority. Nor was there any
human tribunal of appeal to which the oppressed
pastor could resort for the redress of his griev—
ances. The Congregational system, in such cases,
affords no adequate relief. For, although a coun-
cil may be called for the purpose of adjusting dif-
ferences, yet the case under consideration shows
how difficult it is, and, in some cases, how im-
possible, to obtain any other than an ex parte coun-
cil. And, even after it is formed and convened,
such a body, in that system, has no real authority .
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Its powers are merely advisory. Its advice may
be followed or rejected by the parties m@]easure.
And, although the council, in this case, could not
strictly be called an ¢x parte one, in the technical g
sense of that phrase, yet it was so in reality, in
spite of every effort that could be made to have
it otherwise. It was made up of a majority of
the known opposers of Mr. Edwards, and of some

who had indulged the feelings of ardent adver-

saries. In all the proceedings; however, of the

people and of the council, he was ensbled “1n

patience to possess his soul ? Al his wuni-

cations were marked with a degree of \gnity,
mildness, self-respect,-and Christian equity, which,

although they failed of making any favorable in:i-
pression on the minds of an excited congregation
at the time, bave been ever since admired by
the religious community as a noble monument of

Christian forbearance and submission.

The ungrateful treatment which Mr. Edwards
received from his people, and the unseemly vio-
lence with which he was ejected from his pas-
toral charge, have frequently, on account of his
high reputation on both sides of the Atlantic, been
adduced as furnishing a strong presumptive argu-
ment against those forms of church government
which vest in the people the choice of their own
ministers, and the power of dismissing them when
they cease to be acceptable. Remarks to this

VOL. VIIL 8
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amount, very sweeping in their import, and very
severe in their tone, have especially been made by
British writers -in reference to this case. There
is, no doubt, some degree of truth in these re-
marks ; and yet the use which has been made
of Mr. Edwards’s case, under this aspect of it,
can be admitted only in part. For, on the one
hand, that the body of the members of every
_ church ought to have the privilege of choosing
.,,:.thelr own pastors, may be confidently maintained
~ on the ground both of reason and Scripture ; and
that no people ought to be compelled to retain as
- their pastor one ‘from whom they are alienated,
and th promotes their edification, must
be regarded as an undoubted principle of pastoral
settlement. . The benefit of the many must ever
be considered as more important than the con-
venience and comfort of an individual.

On the other hand, that there ought to be some
regular, authoritative, and known provision for in-
terposing between popular violence, in- seasons of
prejudice and passion, and an oppressed pastor,
seems equally unquestionable. Not for the pur-
pose of compelling an alienated people- to retain
a pastor whom they-had ceased to respect or
love ; but to secure his rights, to protect him from
injury, to guard the people from injuring them-
selves, and to effect his separation from them
* without an infringement of any of those laws,
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which the King of Zion has laid down for the
government of his church. -~ Such a tribunal was
needed in the case of this great and'@pd‘
He recognised the want of it. in terms
evinced the most feelmg sense of its lmportaqc&
But it was not farnished by the system of ecg:]
astical order with whlch he was connected, :

/ of course he had no oﬂicmhxp!ptectlon from the
violence of popular excxtemeng :

There is no doubt, however, M the peoplﬁ

of Northamption were far from
from their own \mptompt
alone. Many of the pastors
surrounding country, feelmg;
and practice assailed by his
entered into;this contrOvé&;-
with no little warmth, and s
knowu, in a considerable degree, to kindle the
flame among his people, and to excite them to

more unrelenting and violent measures than they -

would, probably, have otherwise adopted.. . .

When the decision of the mutual. wmc\\ deh
claring that, in-their opinion, his: pastoral relatlon
ought to be immediately dissolved, was communi-
cated to Mr. Edwards, he detefmined, at once,
to acquiesce in it, and to take leave of a ﬂockntq
which he had been so long bound by ties of thq
most solemn and interesting kind. For this pain;

ful event he began immediately to prepare, anq
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in a few days afterwards preached his farewell
sermon, which was soon published at the request
of some of the hearers, and which is found among
his eollected works. 'The deep, unaffected solem-
nity of this discourse ; the elevation and fidelity
gﬁqﬂ sentiments ; the pious solicitude which it
ifests for the best interest of the people of
late charge, and its freedom from any thing
acerbity of language or spirit, place it in the
;ank of farewell sermons. Like the
om he §erved he appeared, after all
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