
w h a t ' s  m y  p o i n t  

A  - J a m  a n d  J e l l y  G r a n d m o t h e r  

I ' v e  a l w a y s  l o v e d  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  i d e a l  f a m i l i e s .  

I  w a n t e d  a  m o t h e r  w h o  g o t  d r e s s e d  u p  e a c h  m o r n i n g  a n d  s e r v e d  

b r e a k f a s t  f r o m  t h e  f i v e  b a s i c  f o o d  g r o u p s — r e m e m b e r  t h o s e  w h e e l  

c h a r t s  i n  p r i m a r y  c o l o r s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  t e x t  b o o k s  o f  t h e  f i f t i e s ' ?  

E v e n  s u n n y  y e l l o w  s t i c k s  o f  b u t t e r  t h a t  m a d e  f a t  l o o k  a s  h e a l t h f u l  a s  

t h e  l e a f y  g r e e n s ,  r e d  a p p l e s  a n d  s l i c e d  w h i t e  b r e a d .  M y  i d e a l  m o t h e r  

w o u l d  s e e  h e r  h a p p y  h u s b a n d  o f f  t o  w o r k  a n d  h e r  a g r e e a b l e  c h i l d r e n  

o f f  t o  s c h o o l ,  a n d  s p e n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  h e r  d a y  b a k i n g  c o o k i e s ,  v i s i t i n g  

n e i g h b o r s ,  a n d  g o  t o  P . T . A .  m e e t i n g s  a t  n i g h t .  I n s t e a d ,  I  g o t  a  

m o t h e r  w h o  w o r e  b l u e . j e a n s  a n d  s e t  o u t  o u r  t h r e e - h u n d r e d  a c r e s  i n  p i n e  

s a p l i n g s .  S h e  m o w e d  t h e  g r a s s  b e t w e e n  t h e  r o w s  o f  s a p l i n g s  i n  f r o n t  

o f  o u r  h o u s e ;  s h e  g r e w  c o l  l a r d ,  m u s t a r d  a n d  t u r n i p  g r e e n s  i n  w i n t e r ,  

p r e p a r e d  a n d  c o o k e d  t h e m  i n  f i v e - q u a r t  p o t s ;  i n  s u m m e r ,  i t  w a s  p e a s ,  

b e a n s ,  s q u a s h ,  c o r n ,  p o t a t o e s  a n d  t o m a t o e s ,  h a l f  f o r  t h e  t a b l e  a n d  

t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  f o r  t h e  f r e e z e r ;  s h e  s e w e d  f a s h i o n a b l e  d r e s s e s  f o r  

f o u r  d a u g h t e r s  a n d  s h i r t s  f o r  t h r e e  s o n s ;  o n  h e r  k n e e s ,  s h e  w a x e d  t h e  

h a r d w o o d  f l o o r s  o f  o u r  f o u r - b e d r o o m  r a n c h - s t y l e  h o u s e .  S h e  w a s h e d ,  

s t a r c h e d ,  i r o n e d ,  s c r u b b e d  a n d  r a k e d  y a r d s .  T h e n  s h e  w o u l d  p u t  o n  h e r  

r e d  l i p s t i c k  a n d  s m i l e .  

I  w a n t e d  a  d a d d y  w h o  w o u l d  g e t  u p  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g s  a n d  h u m  w h i l e  

h e  s h a v e d ,  t h e n  g o  t o  w o r k  a t  e i t h e r  t h e  s c h o o l ,  o r  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e ,  

o r  o n e  o f  t h e  t w o  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  i n  S t a t e n v i l l e  ( t h o s e  w e r e  t h e  m a l e -
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w o r k  o p t i o n s  i n  E c h o l s  C o u n t y ,  i n  t h e  l a t e  f i f t i e s  a n d  e a r l y  s i x t i e s ,  

o t h e r  t h a n  l o g g i n g ,  p u l p w o o d i n g ,  t u r p e n t i n i n g ,  s t u m p i n g  a n d  f a r m i n g ! ) .  

A n y  j o b  w a s  o k a y  a s  l o n g  a s  i t  d i d n ' t  r e q u i r e  a  s c r e a m i n g  c h a i n s a w  

t h a t  h a d  t o  b e  w o r k e d  o n  c o m e  w e e k e n d s .  M y  d a d d y  c u t ,  l o a d e d  a n d  

h a u l e d  p u l p w o o d  f o r  a  l i v i n g .  A  o n e - m a n  o p e r a t i o n ,  m u c h  o f  t h e  t i m e .  

H e  r a i s e d  a n d  b u t c h e r e d  o u r  b e e f  a n d  p o r k ;  w i t h  h i s  o l d  b l u e  f a r m  

t r a c t o r ,  h e  w o u l d  t u r n  u n d e r  g a r d e n  s p o t s  f o r  n e i g h b o r s .  H e  q u i t  

s c h o o l  i n  t h e  e i g h t h  g r a d e  t o  m a n a g e  t h e  f a r m  a f t e r  h i s  d a d d y  d i e d .  

H e  r e c e i v e d  a  P u r p l e  H e a r t  f o r  a  c o m b a t  i n j u r y  i n  W o r l d  W a r  I I .  H e  

n e v e r  a p p l i e d  f o r  a  p e n s i o n .  H e  n e v e r  o w e d  a  d i m e  i n  h i s  l i f e .  

M y  s i s t e r s  a n d  b r o t h e r s  d i d n ' t  f i t  t h e  i d e a l - s i b l i n g  m o l d  

e i t h e r .  T h e y  w e r e  t e m p e r a m e n t a l ,  t o u g h ,  a n d  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  t h e i r  

i n d e p e n d e n c e .  M y  s i s t e r s  w o u l d  f l a p  m e  w i t h  w e t ,  g r e a s y  d i s h r a g s  

w h i l e  w e  w a s h e d  t h e  s u p p e r  d i s h e s .  I  d i d n ' t  f i g h t  b a c k ,  b u t  o n c e  I  

p l a y e d  d e a d  t o  s a v e  m y  l i f e .  I  e n d e d  u p  w i t h  a  b r o t h e r  w h o  w a s  a n  

a r t i s t ,  a n o t h e r  w h o  o w n s  a  t h r i v i n g  u p h o l s t e r y  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  

w h o  h a s  a d o p t e d  a  n i e c e ' s  t w o  a b a n d o n e d  c h i l d r e n .  H e  a l r e a d y  h a d  f o u r  

c h i l d r e n  o f  h i s  o w n .  I  h a v e  a  s i s t e r  w h o ' s  a  n u r s e ,  o n e  w h o  w o r k s  f o r  

t h e  p r i s o n  s y s t e m  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  w h o  o w n s  a n d  

o p e r a t e s  a  t h i r t y - a p a r t m e n t  c o m p l e x ,  s i n g l e - h a n d e d l y .  L a s t  s u m m e r ,  

s h e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  s h e  a n d  I  w o u l d  b u i l d  m y  d a d  a  h o u s e — I  t h o u g h t  s h e  

m e a n t  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  h i r e  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  w o u l d  s p a n  

o v e r  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s .  I n  o n e - h u n d r e d  d e g r e e  h e a t ,  s W e ^ l a i d  f l o o r s  

z_^-srnd raised rafters and sawdust; sAVe-Li red ^^electricity, installed 
1 /  

c a b i n e t s  a n d  a p p l i a n c e s  a n d  h o o k e d  u p  t h e  p l u m b i n g .  D u r i n g  a  

t h u n d e r s t o r m ,  s h e  h a m m e r e d  s h i n g l e s  o n  t h e  r o o f .  I  p l a y e d  d e a d  t o  

s a v e  m y  l i f e .  
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I wanted a grandmother who would read stories to her 

grandchildren before a slow fire in winter, one who would make .jelly 

and .jam in summer. 

Well, Gransallie's little mobile home didn't have a fireplace, 

and she read only to herself—Guidepost, Readers Digest, and the 

Methodist Daily Devotional. 

But she did make .jelly and .jam in summer: 

"Look out you don't get scalded; I got .jelly cooking in that 

pot. " 

"Watch it, I spilled .jam on the floor. Done slipped down myself 

and nearbout broke my neck." 

"Don't cut my .jelly with that spoon, young lady." 

In her doll-house sized kitchen, the white counters would 

twinkle with sugar, the sinks would brim with berry-st,^ined pots and 

—•" stirring spoons, the trash can would spill over with boxes 

^/ctnd wax packets <&fap,H° d f 1̂1 v' a - g o 1 - apple peels and grape pulp. Her 

dinette table would be covered with white dishtowels on which sat 

upside—down, scalded pint and half-pint .jars, and on the stove, 

bobbling and .jingling like castanets, was a sauce pan full of ̂feciilTng 

l^ivgold .jar lids and rings. Dribbles and spatters of red, blue and black 

.jellies and .jams were on the counters, floors, tablecloths, 

dishcloths, towels and even Gransallie's bleached rag mop. And 

especially on Gransallie's cotton print every-day frocks all cut 

from the same pattern with prim bows at the rounded necks. Her blue-

plastic framed glasses were flecked with grape .juice . 
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H e r  t r a i l e r  w o u l d  s t e a m  f r o m  s p r i n g  t h r o u g h  a u t u m n  w i t h  s t i c k y -

s w e e t  e s s e n c e  o f  s u g a r  a n d  b l a c k b e r r i e s ,  g r a p e s ,  m a y h a w s ,  a p p l e s ,  

p e a c h e s  a n d  p l u m s .  B l u e b e r r i e s  i f  s h e  c o u l d  g e t  t h e m .  

S h e  w o u l d  g o  o n  d a i l y  f o r a y s , t o  v a r i o u s  b l u e b e i p r y  p a t c h e s  

b l u e b e r r i e s  f o r  f r e e .  S h e  b a r t e r e d  f o r  t h e  b e r r i e s  w i t h  h e r  v a l u a b l e  

t i m e s  s h e  t o l d  n u r s e  s t o r i e s  a n d  i n f o r m e d  t h e  b l u e b e r r y  g r o w e r s  o f  

t h e i r  f a m i l y  b a c k g r o u n d s ,  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e m  w i t h  l o n g - l o s t  k i n  t h e y ' d  

h o p e d  t o  l i v e  d o w n .  O n  o n e  s u c h  f o r a y ,  s h e  f o r g o t  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l y  s h e  

w a s  v i s i t i n g  w a s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  o t h e r  f a m i l y  a n d  b e g a n  m o u t h i n g  o f f  

a b o u t  h o w  f u r i o u s  s h e  w a s  b e c a u s e  t h i s  o t h e r  f a m i l y  h a d  b u r i e d  " o n e  

o f  t h o s e  s o r r y  W i l l i a m e s "  r i g h t  i n  t h e  r o a d  l e a d i n g  t o  h e r  o w n  

f a m i l y ' s  b u r i a l  p l o t .  N o  b e r r i e s  t h a t  d a y .  

T h e n  t h e  p e a c h e s :  s h e  w o u l d  l o a d  u p  h e r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  n i e c e s  

a n d  n e p h e w s  i n  h e r  b a n g e d — u p  b l u e  C h e v y  a n d  d r i v e  f i f t y  m i l e s  t o  

B a r n e y ,  G e o r g i a ,  t o  p i c k  p e a c h e s .  W e  w e r e  f o o l s  f o r  g o i n g ,  b u t  t h e r e  

w e r e n ' t  t h a t  m a n y  e x c u r s i o n s  t o  t h e  o u t e r  r e a c h e s  o f  E c h o l s  C o u n t y .  

A n d  s h e  w o u l d  m a k e  i t  s o u n d  s o  e n t i c i n g :  " I n  B a r n e y ,  y o u n g u n s ,  t h e y  

s a y  t h e  t r e e s  a r e  l o a d e d  w i t h  p l u m p ,  r i p e  p e a c h e s .  W h y ,  y o u  c a n  s t a n d  

i n  o n e  s p o t  a n d  p i c k  a  b u s h e l  b a s k e t ,  a n d  r i g h t  d o w n  t h e  r o a d  t h e y  

s e l l  t h e  b e s t  h a m b u r g e r s . . .  I  w o u l d n ' t  m i n d  s t o p p i n g  b y  K r e s s e s  T e n -

c e n t  S t o r e  o n  t h e  w a y  b a c k  a n d  p i c k i n g  u p  a  f e w  m o r e  . j a r s . "  N o  

h a m b u r g e r s  a n d  n o  s t o p p i n g  b y  K r e s s e s ,  b u t  w e  d i d  p i c k  p e a c h e s — a b o u t  

a  h u n d r e d — a c r e s  o f  t r e e s  w o u l d  y i e l d  a  b u s h e l .  N o t  t o  m e n t i o n  g e t t i n g  

s p r a y e d  w i t h  p o i s o n  b y  d i v i n g  c r o p d u s t e r s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  g i v e  

u s  c a n c e r .  

E c h o l s  C o u n t y  
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Ear ly  spr ing,  when the mayhaws came in ,  she would marshal  us 

ch i ldren out  to  the s lews and hammocks a long the Alapaha River ,  

behind our  house,  and make us wade out  in  the syrupy water  to  qather  

the f loat ing red mayhaws wi th  nets-  On the h ighground,  she would seem 

to  be sa lu t ing us,  shading her  eyes f rom the br ight  sun wi th  her  

r ight  hand5 she would shout  out  orders  l ike a genera i l  whi le  we 

so ld iered on around cypress knees wi th  bra id ing moccasins,  our  feet  

suck ing in  the mud beneath the confus ing b lack-water  mi r ror  o f  sky.  

Our  nets  cast ing about  for  the mayhaws.  She had r igged the nets  

herse l f  f rom b lue ny lon net  le f t  over  f rom the beauty-pageant  dress 

she 'd  made me.  I  didn ' t  win the contest  so she cons idered sewing for  

me a  waste o f  t ime.  

B lackberr ies.  Oh,  the b lackberr ies!  Nubby,  thorny,  p lump in  

nests  o f  br iars  wi th  d iamondbacks shak ing the i r  ra t t les  in  warn ing.  A 

hot  dry  ra t t le  that  made our  nerve endings f lare but  never  deter red 

Gransal l ie .  Not  i f  there was a  s ing le  h igh-bush b lackberry  wi th  more 

b lack than red berr ies in  the th icket  o f  br iars .  Wade on in  there 

wi th  a forked s t ick .  For  every  berry  we p icked we got  a  thorn to  

ta l ly  them up wi th .  L ike bra i l  for  the b l ind.  Our  hands,  arms and 

legs 100ked l i ke we'd tang1ed wi th  wi ld  cats .  We were sweaty ,  

b l is tered ?  bleeding.  Our  f inger t ips  and l ips  looked bru ised.  There 

had to  be ch i ld- labor  laws to  protect  us.  There had to  be some 

jus t  ice.  

A l l  summer Gransal1 ie  seemed to  be prepar ing for  winter  and a 

je l ly - jam shor tage.  Then she would g ive away most  o f  prec ious jars  of  

c lear ,  sweet ,  set  f ru i t  and berr ies to  the same people she had ta lked 

out  o f  the i r  b lueberr ies and to  the ch i ld  laborers  she 'd  abused.  


