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I ' v e  a l w a y s  l o v e d  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  i d e a l  f a m i l i e s -  F o r  y e a r s ,  I  

t h o u g h t  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  m i n e -  E v e n  G r a n s a l l i e ,  w h o  

c a m e  c l o s e s t  t o  m y  i d e a  o f  t h a t  i d e a l -  B u t  n o t  q u i t e -

I  w a n t e d  a  m o t h e r  w h o  g o t  d r e s s e d  u p  e a c h  m o r n i n g  a n d  s e r v e d  

b r e a k f a s t  f r o m  t h e  f i v e  b a s i c  f o o d  g r o u p s — r e m e m b e r  t h o s e  w h e e l  

c h a r t s  i n  p r i m a r y  c o 1  o r s  i n  t h e  s c h o o 1  t e x t  b o o k s  o f  t h e  f i f t i e s v  

E v e n  s u n n y  y e l l o w  s t i c k s  o f  b u t t e r  t h a t  m a d e  f a t  l o o k  a s  h e a l t h f u l  a s  

t h e  l e a f y  g r e e n s ,  r e d  a p p l e s  a n d  s l i c e d  w h i t e  b r e a d -  M y  i d e a l  m o t h e r  

w o u l d  s e e  h e r  h a p p y  h u s b a n d  o f f  t o  w o r k  a n d  h e r  a g r e e a b l e  c h i l d r e n  

o f  f  t  o  s c h o o  1  ,  a n d  s p e n d  t h e  r  e s t  o f  h e r  d a y  b a k i n g  c o o k i e s ,  v i s i t i n g  

n e i g h b o r s ,  a n d  g o  t o  P - T - A -  m e e t i n g s  a t  n i g h t -  I n s t e a d ,  I  g o t  a  

m o t h e r  w h o  w o r e  b l u e j e a n s  a n d  s e t  o u t  o u r  t h r e e — h u n d r e d  a c r e s  i n  p i n e  

s a p l i n g s -  S h e  m o w e d  t h e  g r a s s  b e t w e e n  t h e  r o w s  o f  s a p l i n g s  i n  f r o n t  

o f  o u r  h o u s e ;  s h e  q r e w  c o l l a r d ,  m u s t a r d  a n d  t u r n i p  g r e e n s  i n  w i n t e r ,  

p r e p a r e d  a n d  c o o k e d  t h e m  i n  f i v e — q u a r t  p o t s ;  i n  s u m m e r ,  i t  w a s  p e a s ,  

b e a n s ,  s q u a s h ,  c o r n ,  p o t a t o e s  a n d  t o m a t o e s ,  h a l f  f o r  t h e  t a b l e  a n d  

t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  f o r  t h e  f r e e z e r ;  s h e  s e w e d  f a s h i o n a b l e  d r e s s e s  f o r  

f o u r  d a u g h t e r s  a n d  s h i r t s  f o r  t h r e e  s o n s ;  o n  h e r  k n e e s ,  s h e  w a x e d  t h e  

h a r d w o o d  f l o o r s  o f  o u r  f o u r — b e d r o o m  r a n c h — s t y l e  h o u s e -  S h e  w a s h e d ,  

s t a r c h e d ,  i r o n e d ,  s c r u b b e d ,  a n d  r a k e d  y a r d s -  T h e n  s h e  w o u l d  p u t  o n  

h e r  r e d  l i p s t i c k  a n d  s m i l e .  

A  J a m  a r i d  J e l l y  G r a n d m o t h e r  
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I  w a n t e d  a  d a d d y  w h o  w o u l d  g e t  u p  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g s  a n d  h u m  w h i l e  

h e  s h a v e d ,  t h e n  g o  t o  w o r k  a t  e i t h e r  t h e  s c h o o l ,  o r  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e ,  

o r  o n e  o f  t h e  t w o  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  i n  S t a t e n v i l l e  ( t h o s e  w e r e  t h e  m a l e -

w o r k  o p t i o n s  i n  E c h o l s  C o u n t y ,  i n  t h e  l a t e  f i f t i e s  a n d  e a r l y  s i x t i e s ,  

o t h e r  t h a n  l o g g i n g ,  p u l p w o o d i n g ,  t u r p e n t i n i n g ,  s t u m p i n g  a n d  f a r m i n g ) .  

A n y  . j o b  w a s  o k a y  a s  l o n g  a s  i t  d i d n ' t  r e q u i r e  a  s c r e a m i n g  c h a i n s a w  

t h a t  h a d  t o  b e  w o r k e d  o n  c o m e  w e e k e n d s .  M y  d a d d y  c u t ,  l o a d e d  a n d  

h a u l e d  p u l p w o o d  f o r  a  l i v i n g .  A  o n e - m a n  o p e r a t i o n ,  m u c h  o f  t h e  t i m e .  

H e  r a i s e d  a n d  b u t c h e r e d  o u r  b e e f  a n d  p o r k ;  w i t h  h i s  o l d  b l u e  f a r m  

t r a c t o r ,  h e  w o u l d  t u r n  u n d e r  g a r d e n  s p o t s  f o r  n e i g h b o r s .  H e  q u i t  

s c h o o l  i n  t h e  e i g h t h  g r a d e  t o  m a n a g e  t h e  f a r m  a f t e r  h i s  d a d d y  d i e d .  

H e  r e c e i v e d  a  P u r p l e  H e a r t  f o r  a  c o m b a t  i n j u r y  i n  W o r l d  W a r  I I .  H e  

n e v e r  a p p l i e d  f o r  a  p e n s i o n .  H e  n e v e r  o w e d  a  d i m e  i n  h i s  l i f e .  

M y  s i s t e r s  a n d  b r o t h e r s  d i d n ' t  f i t  t h e  i d e a l - s i b l i n g  m o l d  

e i t h e r .  T h e y  w e r e  t e m p e r a m e n t a l ,  t o u g h ,  a n d  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  t h e i r  

i n d e p e n d e n c e .  M y  s i s t e r s  w o u l d  f l a p  m e  w i t h  w e t ,  g r e a s y  d i s h r a g s  

w h i l e  w e  w a s h e d  t h e  s u p p e r  d i s h e s .  I  d i d n ' t  f i g h t  b a c k ,  b u t  o n c e  I  

p l a y e d  d e a d  t o  s a v e  m y  l i f e .  I  e n d e d  u p  w i t h  a  b r o t h e r  w h o  w a s  a n  

a r t i s t ,  a n o t h e r  w h o  o w n s  a  t h r i v i n g  u p h o l s t e r y  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  

w h o  h a s  a d o p t e d  a  n i e c e ' s  t w o  a b a n d o n e d  c h i l d r e n .  H e  a l r e a d y  h a d  f o u r  

c h i l d r e n  o f  h i s  o w n .  I  h a v e  a  s i s t e r  w h o ' s  a  n u r s e ,  o n e  w h o  w o r k s  f o r  

t h e  p r i s o n  s y s t e m  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  w h o  o w n s  a n d  

o p e r a t e s  a  t h i r t y - a p a r t m e n t  c o m p l e x ,  s i n g l e - h a n d e d l y .  L a s t  s u m m e r ,  

s h e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  s h e  a n d  I  w o u l d  b u i l d  m y  d a d  a  h o u s e — I  t h o u g h t  s h e  

m e a n t  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  h i r e  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  w o u l d  s p a n  

o v e r  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s .  I n  o n e - h u n d r e d  d e g r e e  h e a t ,  w e  l a i d  f l o o r s  

a n d  r a i s e d  r a f t e r s  a n d  s a w d u s t ;  w e  w i r e d  f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  i n s t a l l e d  

c a b i n e t s  a n d  a p p l i a n c e s  a n d  h o o k e d  u p  t h e  p l u m b i n g .  D u r i n g  a  
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t h u n d e r s t o r m y  s h e  h a m m e r e d  s h i n g l e s  o n  t h e  r o o f -  I  p l a y e d  d e a d  t o  

s a v e  m y  l i f e -

I  w a n t e d  a  g r a n d m o t h e r  w h o  w o u l d  r e a d  s t o r i e s  t o  h e r  

q r a n d c h i l d r e n  b e f o r e  a  s l o w  f i r e  i n  w i n t e r ,  o n e  w h o  w o u l d  m a k e  j a m s  

a n d  j e l l i e s  i n  s u m m e r »  

W e l l ,  G r a n s a l l i e " s  l i t t l e  m o b i l e  h o m e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a  f i r e p l a c e ,  

a n d  s h e  r e a d  o n l y  t o  h e r s e l f — G u i d e p o s t ,  R e a d e r s  D i g e s t ,  a n d  t h e  

M e t h o d i s t  D a i l y  D e v o t i o n a l «  

B u t  s h e  d i d  m a k e  j a m s  a n d  j e l l i e s  j a m  i n  s u m m e r :  

" L o o k  o u t  y o u  d o n ' t  g e t  s c a l d e d 5  I  g o t  j e l l y  c o o k i n g  i n  t h a t  

p o t . "  • - >  —  —  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

/ - ^ " W a t c h  i t ,  I  s p i l l e d  . j a m  o n  t h e  f l o o r .  D o n e  s l i p p e d  d o w n  m y s e l f  

(knd near b^^t^e jmy njacii^ —— —-— 

" D o n ' t  c u t  m y  j e l l y  w i t h  t h a t  s p o o n ,  y o u n g  l a d y - "  

I n  h e r  d  o  1 1  — h  o u s e  s i z e d  k  i t c h  e n  ,  t h e  w h i t e  c  o u n  t  e r  s  w o n  1  d  

t w i n k l e  w i t h  s u g a r ,  t h e  s i n k s  w o u l d  b r i m  w i t h  b e r r y - s t a i n e d  p o t s  a n d  

s t i r r i n Q  s p o o n s ,  t h e  t r a s h  c a n  w o u 1 d  s p i l l  o v e r  w i t h  e m p t i e d  S u r e — g e 1  

c a r t o n s  a n d  w a x  p a c k e t s ,  a p p l e  p e e l s  a n d  g r a p e  p u l p -  H e r  d i n e t t e  

t a b l e  w o u l d  b e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  w h i t e  d i s h t o w e l s  o n  w h i c h  s a t  u p s i d e -

d o w n ,  s c a l d e d  p i n t  a n d  h a l f — p i n t  j a r s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  s t o v e ,  b o b b l i n g  a n d  

j  i n Q 1  i n g  l i k e  c a s t a n e t s ,  w a s  a  s a u c e  p a n  f u l l  o f  b o i l i n g  w a t e r  w i t h  

g o l d  j a r  l i d s  a n d  r i n g s -  D r i b b l e s  a n d  s p a t t e r s  o f  r e d ,  b l u e  a n d  b l a c k  

j e l l i e s  a n d  j a m s  w e r e  o n  t h e  c o u n t e r s ,  f 1 o o r s ,  t a h 1 e c 1 o t h s ,  

d i s h c l o t h s ,  t o w e l s  a n d  e v e n  G r a n s a l l i e ' s  b l e a c h e d  r a g  m o p -  A n d  

e s p e c i a l l y  o n  G r a n s a l l i e ' s  c o t t o n  p r i n t  e v e r y — d a y  f r o c k s  a l l  c u t  

f r o m  t h e  s a m e  p a t t e r n  w i t h  p r i m  b o w s  a t  t h e  r o u n d e d  n e c k s -  H e r  b l u e  

p l a s t i c  f r a m e d  g l a s s e s  w e r e  f l e c k e d  w i t h  g r a p e  j u i c e  -
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Her trailer would steam from spring through autumn with sticky-

sweet essence of sugar and blackberries, grapes, mayhaws, apples, 

peaches and plums. Blueberries if she could get them. 

When the yellowflies started biting, she would go on daily 

forays to various blueberry patches throughout Echols County 

ree—she didn't want the blueberries for free. She bartered for the 

• erries with her valyatile times she told nCtrse stories and informed 

the blueberry grjxCers of their family backgrounds, connecting them 

(with long-lo<yf kin they'd hoped ̂fo live down. Onphie such foray, she 

forgot thaX the family she was7visiting was related to this other 

family fffid began mouthing offf about how fprious she was because this 

otheiy^f ami 1 y had bur ied//"one of those^orry Williames" right in the 

r oat 1eading to her own family's burial plot. No berries that day. 

1 oad UP her g^andchi j load up her grandchildren, nieces 

and nephews in her banged—up blue L'hevy and drive fifty miles fcu 

Barney, Georqia, to pick peaches- We were fooIs for going, but there 

weren't that many excursions to the outer reaches of Echols County. 

And she would make it sound so enticing-. "In Barney, younguns, they 

say the trees are loaded with p1ump, ripe peaches. Why, you can stand 

in one spot and pick a bushel basket, and right down the road they 

sell the best hamburgers... I wouldn't mind stopping by hresses Ten-

cent Store on the way back and picking up a few more jars. Nu 

hamburgers and no stopping by Kresses, but we did pick pea«_hes- about 

a hundred-acres of trees would yield a bushel. Not to mention getting 

sprayed with poison by diving cropdusters, which will probably give 

us cancer. 
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In May, when the mayhaws came in, she would marshal us children 

out to the black-water slews and hammocks along the Alapaha River, 

behind our house, and help us pick the reddish haws from the thorny 

shrubs along the banks. Then she would command us to wade out into 

the syrupy water and skim up the rest of the fruit which had dropped 

from the shrubs and floated out. On the highground, she would seem to 

be saluting us, shading her eyes from the bright sun with he. right 

hand; she would shout out orders like a general while we soldiered on 

around cypress knees with braiding moccasins, our feet ...ŝ ckinĝ njhe 

mud beneath the confusing black-water mirror of sky. 

rtyjl c/n 

je 7haws.~~She had rigged" the nets hersel 

eaub̂ -f net lelft/oveY from the*' be sjautŷ -pageant d/ebs shmade 

/dh't 

/ime. 

\ / . , . - -,nr i Hpvpd cewinq Vf or me a waste of win tne contest so she •_onsioerca 

™- +-(-im m -i.-l-hf=rr ies1 Nubby, thorny, plump in ackberries. Oh, the blaokoerrles. iwu , 

Ŝ ts of briars with diamondbacks shaking their rattles in warning. A 

hot dry rattle that made our nerve endings flare but never deterred 

Gransallie. Not if there was a single high-bush blackberry with more 

black than red berries in the thicket of briars. Wade on in there 

with a forked stick. For every berry we picked^e got a thorn to 

tally them up Wft. Like brail for the blind. Our hands, arms and 

legs looked like we'd tangled with wild cats. Ue were sweaty, 

blistered, bleeding. Our fingertips and lips looked bruised. There 

had to be child-labor laws to protect us. There had to be some 

.j List ice. 
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A l l  s u m m e r  G r a n s a l l i e  s e e m e d  t o  b e  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  w i n t e r  a n d  a  

. j e l l y — . j a m  s h o r t a g e .  T h e n  s h e  w o u l d  g i v e  a w a y  m o s t  o f  p r e c i o u s  . j a r s  o f  

c l e a r ,  s w e e t ,  s e t  f r u i t  a n d  b e r r i e s  t o  t h e  s a m e  p e o p l e  s h e  h a d  t a l k e d  

o u t  o f  t h e i r  b l u e b e r r i e s  a n d  t o  t h e  c h i l d  l a b o r e r s  s h e ' d  a b u s e d .  

A s  a  d a u g h t e r ,  s i s t e r ,  m o t h e r  a n d  g r a n d m o t h e r  n o w ,  I  h o p e  m y  

f a m i l y  d o e s n ' t  m e a s u r e  m e  b y  t h e i r  i d e a s  o f  t h e  i d e a l ,  b u t  b y  w h a t  

m a k e s  m e  u n i q u e l y  t h e i r s .  I  h o p e  I  h a v e  e n o u g h  c h a r a c t e r  t o  b e  

r e m e m b e r e d  b y  m y  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  t h e  w a y  I  r e m e m b e r  G r a n s a l l i e  a  

l i t t l e  o n  t h e  s t r a n g e  s i d e ,  b u t  g r a n d m o t h e r l y  e n o u g h  t o  s h a p e  i n t o  

s o m e  s e m b l a n c e  o f  t h e  i d e a l *  


