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A l l o w i n g  f o r  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  o f  u n f e l t  h u g s  a t  t h e  g r a v e s i d e  o f  

t h e  g r a n d m o t h e r  w h o  r a i s e d  t h e m  a n d  B e t h a n n  w i l l  b e  o n  h e r  w a y  f r o m  

S o u t h  G e o r g i a  t o  S o u t h  F l o r i d a  w i t h  H o l l y — n i n e t e e n ,  b u t  a n  

a d o l e s c e n t  m e s s — a n d  a l r e a d y  s h e  w a n t s  t o  t u r n  a r o u n d  a n d  t a k e  b a c k  

h e r  o f f e r  t o  r e - r a i s e  h e r  s i s t e r .  

P a s s i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  c a s k e t  a t  t h e  f l o w e r - b a n k e d  a l t a r  o f  t h e  

l i t t l e  r u r a l  c h u r c h ,  E i e t h a n n  s l i p s  h e r  l e f t  a r m  a r o u n d  H o l l y  a n d  s h e  

p r e s s e s  a l l  t w o - h u n d r e d - p l u s  p o u n d s  o f  f l e s h  i n t o  B e t h a n n  a n d  m o a n s .  

B e t h a n n  f e e l s  h e r  o w n  f a c e  f l u s h ,  a  r a w  s u r g e  o f  s o r r o w  i n  h e r  c h e s t ,  

t e a r s  m i s t i n g  h e r  b r o w n  e y e s .  B u t  H o l l y ' s  b r o a d  f a c e  r e m a i n s  p a l e  a n d  

p l a s t i c ,  h e r  s l i t  g o l d  e y e s  d r y .  B e t h a n n  w a l k s  h e r  s i s t e r  t o w a r d  t h e  

o p e n  d o o r  a n d  t h e  a s s o r t e d  f r i e n d s  a n d  k i n  b u n c h e d  t h e r e ,  r e l a x e s  h e r  

h o l d  o n  H o l l y ' s  w a i s t ,  b u t  s t i l l  s h e  h o v e r s  h o t  a n d  c l o s e .  H e r  h a i r  

i s  s h e e t  w h i t e — s h e  w a s  a  c u t e  f a t  k i d  b u t  n o w  s h e  i s  u g l y ,  g r e e d y ,  

m e a n .  

B e t h a n n  h a s  h a d  . j u s t  e n o u g h  c o l l e g e  p s y c h o l o g y  t o  d a b b l e  w i t h  

t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  H o l l y  c a n ' t  h e l p  h o w  s h e  i s ,  w h a t  s h e  i s ,  t h a t  t h e i r  

m o t h e r  h a v i n g  h u n g  h e r s e l f  i n  . j a i l  a n d  t h e i r  d a d d y  h a v i n g  d i e d  a n  

a l c o h o l i c  a r e  a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  t o  b l a m e  f o r  h e r  b e h a v i o r ,  t h a t  H o l l y ' s  

p r o b l e m — m a k e  t h a t  p l u r a l  —  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  a l l  t h a t  a n d  
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reversible.  Allowances must be made. But deep down, Bethann knows the 

sweet old lady with the stern deathface has made allowances—the last 

person in the world who would tolerate the stealing and lying and 

using. The last person who loved Holly.  Except for Bethann. 

"Let's go," Bethann says and starts walking toward her Jeep 

Wrangler in the sideyard of the white concrete-block church. She 

doesn't look behind and half-hopes that Holly isn't  following, but a 

sidelong look at the dry grass lawn reveals Holly's bulk in shadow. 

Same stalking shadow from as far back as Bethann can remember, up 

until  she left  home two years ago for college in Miami, Florida. 

The late sun is  beaming down, glancing off  the parked cars and 

steaming her body beneath the navy blazer.  She can smell  the sunned 

cloth mingled with the cut grass and scorch of autumn. She shrugs the 

blazer down over her shoulders and shucks one sleeve and then the 

other from her long thin arms. Then sl ings it  over her right 

shoulder,  st i l l  walking. Hearing behind her Holly's pointy-toed girly 

shoes skimming the grass.  Won't pick up her feet.  Symptom one, of 

many, of her general slouchiness.  Or maybe her fear of leaving the 

only place,  the only people,  she's ever known. Bethann would l ike to 

both go.  But she doesn't.  

When she gets to the red Wrangler,  she opens the door with the 

remote; she never can remember to test the luxury from a distance.  

She gets in and tosses her blazer to the rear seat.  Holly stands at 

the other window. Her rattlesnake eyes fixed on Bethann through the 

hot glass.  

look back, to see if  those people are watching her 
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" I t ' s  o p e n , "  B e t h a n n  s a y s ,  a r r a n g i n g  h e r  t o n e ,  h e r  f a c e ,  h e r  

f e e l i n g s .  S h e  s t a r t s  t h e  t r u c k  a n d  t h e  a i r  c o n d i t i o n e r  r i p s  i n t o  t h e  

p a c k e d  h e a t  a n d  b a k i n g  

- . o r  a n d  h a s  t o  h i k e ^ w p f - T i e r  g i  • a i g h t  s k i r t  H o l l y  o p e n s  t h e  d o o r  a n d  h a s  t o  h i k e ^ i i p j '  

t o  s t e p  u p .  S h e  l a u g h s  t h r o u g h  h e r  c l o s e d  f a c e  a n d  h o i s t s  h e r s e l f  u p  

a n d  o n t o  t h e  s e a t .  T h e  b i g  g r e e n  j a c k e t  a n d  d r e s s  B e t h a n n  b o u g h t  h e r  

t o  w e a r  t o  t h e  f u n e r a l  l o o k s  w i l t e d  a n d  s p r u n g .  H e r  c u r l e d  h a i r  i s  a  

r a t s '  n e s t .  

B e t h a n n  t a k e s  t h e  h a n d - d r a w n  m a p  f r o m  h e r  p a n t s  p o c k e t ,  u n f o l d s  

i t  a n d  s t a r e s  d o w n  a t  t h e  w e b  o f  r o a d s  t h a t  w i l l  t a k e  h e r  t o  t h e  

i n t e r s t a t e .  I f  s h e ' s  l u c k y .  S h e  p a s s e s  i t  t o  H o l l y .  " Y o u  d i r e c t  m e , "  

s h e  s a y s .  H o l l y  t a k e s  t h e  p a p e r  i n  h e r  l e f t  h a n d  n o t  r i g h t ,  m i n d  y o u -

- a n d  f a n s  h e r  f a c e .  H e r  s q u i g g l y  c u r l s  s e p a r a t e  a n d  w a v e .  B e t h a n n  h a s  

n e v e r  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t  b e f o r e ,  b u t  w o n d e r s  w h e t h e r  H o l l y ,  w h o  q u i t  

s c h o o l  p r e g n a n t  a t  f i f t e e n ,  c a n  e v e n  r e a d .  A n d  s u d d e n l y  t h e  w h o l e  

p r o j e c t  o f  r e - r a i s i n g  H o l l y  s e e m s  t o o  m u c h  a n d  t o o  l a t e .  I m p o s s i b l e  

a n d  f u t i l e .  W h e r e  t o  s t a r t ?  C a n  s h e  e v e n  a f f o r d  t o  f e e d  H o l l y  o n  h e r  

p u n y  s a l a r y  f r o m  E l e c t r o l u x ?  S h e  t r i e s  t o  p i c t u r e  H o l l y  w o r k i n g  a s  

s h e  h a d  w h e n  s h e  f i r s t  w e n t  t o  F l o r i d a :  p e d d l i n g  v a c u u m  c l e a n e r s  d o o r  

t o  d o o r — w i t h o u t  a  c a r  t o  h a u l  t h e  h e a v y ,  a w k w a r d  d e m o n s t r a t o r  a n d  

k i t .  S h e  t r i e s  t o  p i c t u r e  H o l l y  w o r k i n g  f o r  B e l l  S o u t h ,  o r  A T & T ,  b u t  

h e r  s i s t e r  k e e p s  p o p p i n g  u p  i n  a  b r o w n  w a i t r e s s  u n i f o r m .  M c D o n a l d ' s  

o r  S h o n e y ' s .  H o l l y ,  w h o  w o n ' t  e v e n  w a s h  h e r  o w n  p l a t e ,  a s  a  w a i t r e s s !  

" O u g h t  t o  b e  c r o s s i n g  t h e  F l o r i d a  l i n e  b y  s i x , "  s a y s  B e t h a n n .  

" Y o u  g o t  a  p o o l ? "  H o l l y  f a n s .  O n e  f a t  a n k l e  c r o s s e d  o v e r  a  f a t  

k n e e .  S k i r t  u p  t o  h e r  c r o t c h .  D i n g y  w h i t e  p a n t i e s .  S h o e s  s i d e s l u n g  o n  

t h e  f l o o r .  
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" N o  p o o l , "  s a y s  B e t h a n n .  H o l l y  c a n ' t  h e l p  i t .  

" C a b l e ? "  

" N o  c a b l e . "  

" W h a t  y o u  d o  f o r  f u n ? "  T h a t  s a m e  l a u g h  b e h i n d  t h e  b o a r d  f a c e .  

" S t u d y  f o r  n e x t  d a y ' s  t e s t . "  

" G o d ! "  H o l l y  s t a r e s  o u t  t h e  w i n d o w  a t  t h e  p i n e w o o d s ,  a t  a  s u d d e n  

f i e l d  o f  c u t  h a y  w i t h  m a m m o t h  b o l t s  l i n e d  a l o n g  a  f e n c e l i n e .  T h e  s k y  

i s  l e a c h e d ,  l o s i n g  i t s  b l u e  h u e .  

" Y o u  w o n ' t  b e  b o r e d , "  s a y s  B e t h a n n .  " Y o u ' l l  b e  t o o  b u s y  t o  g e t  

b o r e d . "  

W h a t  I ' m  s c a r e d  o f , "  s a y s  H o l l y — m u f f l e d  l a u g h .  H e r  s p e e c h  i s  

s p i t - t h i c k ,  a n d  B e t h a n n  c a n  t e l l  s h e  i s  d i p p i n g  S k o a l .  S h e  h a n d s  h e r  

a  f o a m  c u p  f r o m  t h e  h o l d e r  o n  t h e  c e n t e r  c o n s o l e .  

" H e r e , "  s h e  s a y s .  

H o l l y  s p i t s .  B r o w n i s h  s a l i v a  l i k e  r o p y  c o f f e e .  

" A l l  o f  i t , "  s a y s  E 4 e t h a n n .  

H o l l y  l a u g h s .  " Y o u  k i d d i n g . "  

" N o  I ' m  n o t . "  

" M a m a ' s  b e e n  l e t t i n g  m e  d i p ,  l o n g  a s  I  d o n ' t  s m o k e . "  S h e  s p i t s  

t h e  d a m p  w a d  o f  t o b a c c o  w i t h  a  p l u n k  i n t o  t h e  c u p ,  p e r f u m i n g  t h e  

t r u c k  w i t h  a  c h i c o r y  s c e n t ,  t h e n  b u z z e s  d o w n  t h e  w i n d o w  a n d  l e t s  t h e  

w i n d  h a v e  i t .  B r o w n  s p i t t l e  f l i e s ,  f r e c k l i n g  t h e  r e a r  w i n d o w  o n  t h a t  

s i d e .  

" L e t ' s  g e t  t h i s  s t r a i g h t , "  s a y s  B e t h a n n .  " I  c a n  h a r d l y  a f f o r d  t o  

f e e d  m y s e l f  a n d  s t a y  i n  s c h o o l ,  s o  I  w o n ' t  b e  s p e n d i n g  m o n e y  o n  

c i g a r e t t e s  o r  S k o a l . "  O r  d r u g s ,  s h e  t h i n k s  b u t  d o e s n ' t  s a y .  
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" M a y b e  I  o u g h t a  s t a y e d  w i t h  D a d . "  H o l l y  l o o k s  b a c k  a s  i f  t o  s e e  

h e r  g r a n d f a t h e r .  

B e t h a n n  s t e e r s  t h e  t r u c k  s o u t h  a t  t h e  n e x t  f o r k  i n  t h e  r o a d ,  

s h i f t s  g e a r s .  " S e e m s  l i k e  I  r e c a l l  h i m  t e l l i n g  y o u  h e  w a s  t h r o u g h . "  

" H e l l ,  B e t h a n n !  H e y w o o d ' s  a l w a y s  s a y i n g  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  I  

/ ^ r e c k e d  h i s  o l d  C a p r i c e  a n d  h e  l i k e  t o  h a d  a  h e a r t  a t t a c k .  N e x t  w e e k ,  

h e  h a u l e d  o f f  a n d  h a n d e d  m e  t r u c k  k e y s . "  

B e t h a n n  d r i v e s .  T r y i n g  t o  s u m  u p  a n d  c a t e g o r i z e  H o l l y ' s  

c o n d i t i o n .  W h a t  m a k e s  H o l l y  H o l l y .  I f  o n l y  B e t h a n n  c a n  l a b e l  h e r ,  s h e  

c a n  h a n d l e  h e r .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  H o l l y  b e h a v e s  l i k e  a  s p o i l e d  t e e n a g e r —  

b u t  s h e ' s  a l m o s t  a d u l t - a g e  a n d  h a s  h a r d l y  b e e n  s p o i l e d ;  H o l l y  h a n g s  

w i t h  d o p e h e a d s  b e c a u s e  n o b o d y  d e c e n t  w i l l  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  

h e r — b u t  d e c e n t  p e o p l e  h u n g  w i t h  h e r  b e f o r e  s h e  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  t h e  

d o p e h e a d s ;  H o l l y  i s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  b a c k w o o d s  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  h i c k  

t h i n k i n g — b u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  i t  a l t o g e t h e r  e i t h e r .  S o o n  B e t h a n n  i s  b a c k  

t o  t h e  e x c u s e — r e a s o n — o f  H o l l y  b e i n g  a n  o r p h a n ,  r a i s e d  b y  t w o  s t r i c t  

o l d  p e o p l e  s e t  i n  t h e i r  w a y s .  B u t  B e t h a n n  h e r s e l f  h a s  b e e n  r a i s e d  b y  

t h e  s a m e  p e o p l e ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  p l a c e ,  u n d e r  t h e  s a m e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  A n d  

i t  s c a r e s  t h e  h e l l  o u t  o f  h e r  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p s y c h o l o g y  

s h e  m a y  y e t  t u r n  o u t  l i k e  H o l l y .  

A n o t h e r  d i r t  r o a d  p a s t  n e a t  f a r m p l a c e s ,  t h e n  w o o d s ,  a n d  s o o n  

t h e y  a r e  p a s s i n g  a  H a r d e e ' s ,  a n  A m o c o ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  b l u e  a r r o w  1 - 7 5  

s i g n s  w e s t  w i t h  t h e  t w i l i g h t .  

" Y o u  a i n ' t  h u n g r y ? "  H o l l y  h o l d s  t o  h e r  f a t  s h a v e d  c a l f  a n d  . j a c k s  

u p  o n  h e r  t h i g h — a  f a t  

" N o t  y e t . "  B e t h a n n  s t a r e s  a h e a d  a s  i f  s h e  h a s n ' t  s e e n  t h e  

H a r d e e ' s  
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A  s h a r p  l e f t  a n d  t h e y  a r e  o n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  r a m p  t o  t h e  

i n t e r s t a t e .  N o  b a c k i n g  u p  n o w .  S h e  m e r g e s  w i t h  o n - c o m i n g  t r a f f i c .  T h e  

J e e p  w o b b l e s  a s  a  s e m i  r o a r s  p a s t  o n  t h e i r  l e f t .  

H o l l y  g i v e s  t h e  d r i v e r  t h e  f i n g e r  a n d  s n o r t s .  

A  l o n g  s i l v e r  c a r  w i t h  a  g r a y - h a i r e d  c o u p l e  g l i d e s  a l o n g s i d e .  

H o l l y  g i v e s  t h e m  t h e  f i n g e r  a n d  s n o r t s .  

" T r y  w a v i n g  i n s t e a d , "  s a y s  B e t h a n n .  

" Y o u  w a v e  y o u r  o w n s e l f , "  s a y s  H o l l y .  

" I ' m  n o t  a b o u t  t o  a r g u e  w i t h  y o u . "  

" Y e a h ,  y o u  w i l l .  J u s t  l i k e  M a m a  a n d  H e y w o o d . "  

" W a s  t h a t  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  y o u  w r o t e  1 5 , 0 0 0  d o l l a r s  w o r t h  o f  b a d  

c h e c k s  o n  t h e m ? "  

" T h a t  a g a i n ! "  H o l l y  p l a c e s  b o t h  f e e t  o n  t h e  f l o o r  a n d  t h e  

c h u c k l e  r i s e s  f r o m  b e h i n d  h e r  f a c e .  " I ' l l  . j u s t  g e t  o u t  u p  h e r e  i f  

t h a t ' s  h o w  i t ' s  g o n e  b e . "  

" I ' m  s o r r y ,  H o l l y .  T r u l y ,  I  a m . "  

" T r u l y .  I  a m .  Y o u  o u g h t  h e a r  y o u r s e l f  s i n c e  y o u  w e n t  t o  

c o l  l e g e . "  

T o  m a k e  u p  f o r  l u g g i n g  a l o n g  H o l l y ' s  p a s t ,  B e t h a n n  p u l l s  o f f  a t  

a b o u t  t h e  f i f t h  e x i t  s i n c e  t h e y  g o t  o n  t h e  i n t e r s t a t e .  M a k i n g  c e r t a i n  

e n o u g h  t i m e  h a s  l a p s e d  s i n c e  H o l l y  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  g e t  o u t .  S h e  m o t o r s  

u p  t o  t h e  S T O P  s i g n ,  t h e n  l e f t  t o  a  C h i c  F i l e t .  

" T h e y  a i n ' t  o p e n  o n  S u n d a y s , "  H o l l y  s a y s .  

" O h ,  I  f o r g o t . "  

H o l l y  c h u c k l e s  a s  i f  t o  s a y ,  S e e  h o w  s m a r t  I  a m .  T h e n ,  " R i g h t  

y o n d e r ' s  a  K e n t u c k y  F r i e d . "  S h e  p o i n t s  f a r t h e r  w e s t  u p  t h e  h i g h w a y  

w h e r e  t h e  s u n  i s  m e l t i n g  d o w n  b e h i n d  a  b i l l b o a r d  w i t h  t h r e e  f a d e d  
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y < - < u n g  w u m e n  b a r e  t o  t h e  P r i n t l i n e  o v e r  t h e i r  b r e a s t s :  W E  B A R E  A L L .  

W h i c h  H o l l y  m a k e s  a  b i g  s h o w  o f  r e a d i n g .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  c a n  r e a d  

d o e s  n o t ,  u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  h e a r t e n  B e t h a n n .  

I n s i d e  t h e  b r i l l i a n t  y e l l o w  a n d  w h i t e  r e s t a u r a n t  w i t h  i t s  

p l a s t i c  a u r a ,  H o l l y  o r d e r s  t h e  c h i c k e n  d i n n e r ,  e x t r a  c r i s p y ,  w i t h  a  

s i d e  o f  c o r n  o n  t h e  c o b .  S a m e  y e l l o w  a s  t h e  w a l l s  a n d  H o l l y ' s  h a i r  

u n d e r  t h e  w h i t e  l i g h t s .  I  h e  g r e e n  s u i t  c h a n g e s  h e r  s k i n  t o  q r e e n .  

L i k e  a  l i z a r d ,  s h e  p i c k s  u p  t h e  c o l o r  o f  h e r  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  S a m e  a s  

s h e  p i c k s  u p  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  h e r  f r i e n d s .  S h e ' s  l i k e  a  m i r r o r  

r e f l e c t i n g  w h a t  p a s s e s  b e f o r e  h e r .  

S h e  e a t s  f a s t  a n d  m u c h ,  s t i r r i n g  t h e  s i l k y  b r o w n  g r a v y  i n  t h e  

w e l l  o f  h e r  m a s h e d  p o t a t o e s  w h i l e  i n f o r m i n g  B e t h a n n  o n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o  

" t h e  C o l o n e l . "  S h e  m a k e s  h i m  s o u n d  l i k e  a  g r e a t  s t a t e s m a n .  S h e  s c o o t  

b a r e f o o t  f r o m  t h e  b o o t h  a n d  s k a t e s  t o  t h e  c o u n t e r  f o r  a  r e f i l l  o f  

C o k e .  A s  s h e  s i d l e s  i n t o  t h e  b o o t h  a g a i n ,  t h e  l a p e l s  o f  h e r  q r e e n  

. j a c k e t  f a l l  o p e n  a n d  B e t h a n n  c a n  s e e  t h e  c i r c l e  i m p r i n t  o f  a  S k o a l  

c a n  i n  h e r  b r a .  

B e t  t e i  t a k e  t h a t  c u p  w i t h  y o u , "  s h e  s a y s  a n d  g e t s  u p  a n d  d u m p s  

h e r  s n a c k  b o x  i n  t h e  g a r b a g e  c a n .  T h e n  h e a d s  f o r  t h e  r e s t r o o m .  

W h e n  s h e  g e t s  b a c k ,  H o l l y  i s n ' t  i n  t h e  b o o t h ,  a n d  s u d d e n l y  

B e t h a n n  p a n i c s .  T h e  b l a n c h i n g  l i g h t s  o v e r h e a d  m a k e  h e r  f e e l  s o  

d i s o r i e n t e d  s h e  c a n n o t  s o r t  t h e  d o o r  o n  t h e  l e f t  f r o m  t h e  w a l l  o f  

w i n d o w s .  T h a t  k i n d  o f  f e e l i n g .  T h e n  s h e  s e e s  t h e  h u g e  g r e e n  s u i t  

t h r o u g h  t h e  p l a t e  g l a s s :  H o l l y  . j u s t  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e ,  s i p p i n q  C o k e  

t h r o u g h  a  s t r a w  w i t h o u t  l e t u p .  
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I t  i s  a l m o s t  d a r k  a n d  t h e  s t r i p  m a l l  l i g h t s  o u t s h i n e  t h e  b r u i s e d  

a f t e r l i g h t  o f  s u n d o w n -  S t i l l  t h a t  s m e l t e r  o f  a s p h a l t  a n d  e x h a u s t  

f u m e s .  E < e t h a n n  g e t s  i n t o  t h e  t r u c k  a n d  f e e l s  l e s s o n  o n e  i s  s t a r t i n g  

o v e r  w h e n  H o l l y  s t a n d s  t h e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  h e r  t o  u n l o c k  t h e  u n l o c k e d  

d o o r  .  

### 

J u s t  p a s t  t h e  F l o r i d a  l i n e ,  t h e  r a i n  o f  l o v e b u g s  c h a n g e s  i n t o  

r e a l  r a i n ,  b u t  s t i l l  t h e  m i l k y  b u r s t s  o f  b u g s  s t i c k  t o  t h e  w i n d s h i e l d  

l i k e  p a s t e -  T h e  r a i n  s t o p s  a n d  s t a r t s ,  a n d  B e t h a n n ,  s w i t c h i n g  t h e  

w i p e r s  f r o m  i n t e r m i t t e n t  t o  s l o w ,  f i n a l l y  t u r n s  t h e m  o f f  b u t  k e e p s  

h e r  r i g h t  h a n d  o n  t h e  l e v e r  t o  t a p  i t  i n t o  a c t i o n  a s  t h e  r a i n  

a c c u m u l a t e s  o n  t h e  w i n d s h i e l d -  T h e  s k y  a h e a d  i s  r a c k e d  w i t h  n a v y  

c l o u d s ;  o v e r h e a d  i t  i s  b o g g y - m u d  g r a y  b u t  m o v i n g -  T e n  m i l e s  f a r t h e r  

a n d  t h e  r a i n  b e c o m e s  s t e a d y  a n d  t h e  h e a d l i g h t s  i n  t h e  n o r t h b o u n d  

l a n e s  b o u n c e  a n d  g l i s t e r  o n  t h e  w e t  g r a v e l  a n d  H o l l y  s l u r p s  a t  t h e  

w a t e r e d  C o k e  o n  b o t t o m  o f  h e r  c u p -  T h e  w i p e r s  s l a p  a n d  g r i n d ,  a n d  t h e  

c o n f u s i o n  o f  s o u n d s  m a k e s  B e t h a n n  t h i n k  t h a t  H o l l y  i s  c r y i n g -  B u t  

w h e n  s h e  l o o k s  o v e r ,  H o l l y ' s  f a c e  i s  s e a l e d  n e o n  g r e e n  i n  t h e  d a s h  

l i g h t s -  H e r  p o u t y  l i p s  w r a p p e d  a r o u n d  t h e  s t r a w ,  c u p  w i t h  p i c t u r e  o f  

t h e  C o l o n e l  i n  b o t h  h a n d s .  

" I  t h o u g h t  y o u  w e r e  c r y i n g , "  B e t h a n n  s a y s .  

H o l l y  l e t s  g o  o f  t h e  s t r a w ,  s a y s ,  " H o w  c o m e ? "  

" J u s t  s o u n d e d  l i k e  i t - "  

" I  m e a n ,  h o w  c o m e  w o u l d  I  b e  c r y i n g ? "  

" I  g u e s s  b e c a u s e  o u r  m o t h e r  . j u s t  d i e d - "  

" G r a n d m o t h e r .  E < e s i d e s ,  y o u  k n o w  I  d o n ' t  c r y - "  
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" Y o u  c o u l d , "  s a y s  B e t h a n n -  " I  m e a n ,  i t ' s  o k a y  t o  c r y -  S o m e t i m e s  

I  w i s h  y o u  w o u I d  c r y - "  

" H o w  c o m e ? "  S h e  b u z z e s  t h e  w i n d o w  d o w n  a n d  p i t c h e s  t h e  c u p  o u t  

i n t o  t h e  r a i n ,  l e t t i n g  i n  t h e  b i t t e r  s m e l l  o f ^ I m f  a n < ^ ^ a m p e n e c T  d u s t .  

T h e  c u p  t u m b l e s  t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  e x i t j r a n d  r o l l s  t o  t h e  d i t c h  w h e v  

b i l l ! b o a r d J t  w i t h ,  u n d e r s h o t f ^ i ^ h t ^ ^  a  
L-̂  ' 7 

" Y o u  g o t  a n y  c r a c k e r s  o r  g u m ? "  H o l l y  o p e n s  t h e  g l o v e  

c o m p a r t m e n t .  

" I ' l l  h e l p  y o u  l o s e  w e i g h t  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o . "  L a c k  o f  s e l f - e s t e e m  

i s  a  t e r m  s o  o v e r u s e d  a n d  m i s u s e d  i t ' s  b e e n  u s e d  u p ,  b u t  i t  a p p l i e s  

h e r e .  I t  h a s  t o  b e  E f e t h a n n ' s  w e i g h t . "  

" Y e a h .  L i k e  I  a i n ' t  t r i e d . "  

" A l l  y o u  h a v e  t o  d o  i s  e a t  h e a l t h y  a n d  s l o w . "  

N o  a n s w e r .  S h e  l i f t s  t h e  m a p  a n d  t h e  a u t o  m a n u a l  a n d  p u l l s  o u t  a  

r e d  E ^ i c  l i g h t e r .  " Y o u  s m o k e ? "  

" N o .  "  

" P o t .  I  b e t  y o u  d o  p o t .  A l l  t h e m  c o l l e g e  k i d s  s m o k e  p o t . "  

" I  d o n ' t . "  

" B u t  y o u  g o t  y o u r  f a u l t s  a n d  d o n ' t  s a y  y o u  a i n ' t ,  h o w  c o m e  y o u  

w e a r i n g  t h e m  m e n ' s  s h o e s . "  

B e t h a n n  c a n  f e e l  h e r  s m a l l  f e m i n i n e  f e e t  l o s t  i n s i d e  t h e  h a r d  

l a c e - u p  s h o e s .  " N o w  t h a t  y o u ' v e  b r o u g h t  i t  u p ,  I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  

y o u ' d  q u i t  t e l l i n g  m y  f r i e n d s  I ' m  a  l e s b i a n . "  

" I  d i d n ' t  s a y  t h a t . "  
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"Yes you did. Amy told me she called and you said, * I bet you 

didn't know Bethann's a lesbian.' For the record, I am not a lesbian, 

but if I was, it wouldn't be anybody's business." 

"Just my point." That insane laugh behind the face, a smug look. 

"Well, you make your life other people's business by using them. 

Bringing your dope buddies home and propping them up in front of Mama 

and Daddy's big-screen TV. Playing it all night and wrecking the 

house. Stealing Mama's .jewelry and her dying of cancer." 

"Now you blaming me for Mama dying." She scoots low, knees on 

the dash. Arms crossed over her great .jutted breasts. 

Bethann swings the Jeep out and around a U-Haul truck, motors 

ahead. Sucks in her breath and lowers her voice. "It's not your 

fault; it's nobody's fault. Let's drop it." 

"Quit bossing me then." 

"I'm not, I'm trying to talk to you." 

"Then shut up." Holly gazes at her warped face in the rain-

streamed window glass. 

The rain has stopped and Bethann switches off the wipers, and 

the truck is quiet as she passes the car ahead. Out of the slant of 

her eye, she sees Holly straighten up and poke something into her 

.jacket pocket. 

"All you had to do was ask. I would have given you the lighter." 

And then in a shower of light at an exit, she spies the red Bic 

on top of the map and manual. What has Holly taken? What was in the 

glovebox? Nothing of value. Nothing important. But it's the 

pr inc .ipl e. . . 
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T h e  r a i n  s t a r t s  a g a i n ,  s i l v e r  s l a s h e s  i n  t h e  s e m i - d a r k .  B e t h a n n  

h a s  t o  l e a n  f o r w a r d  a n d  s t r a i n  t o  s e e  a h e a d .  L i g h t  t r a f f i c  a n d  o i l y  

P ^ X * p o o l s  t h a t  s p a t t e r  l i k e  g l a s s  w i t h  e a c h  a u ^ b  t i r e  t o  h i t  t h e m ,  t h e n  

^ m e n d ^ f  l i k e  m a g i c .  C h e c k b o o k .  A  s p a r e  c h e c k b o o k  w a s  i n  t h e  g l o v e b o x .  

S h e  c u t s  h e r  e y e s  a t  H o l l y ,  n o w  d o p i n g  h e r  b o t t o m  l i p  w i t h  S k o a l .  

W h e n  s h e  l o o k s  a t  t h e  h i g h w a y  a g a i n  s h e  i s  s t a r i n g  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  

b a c k  b u m p e r  o f  a  s e m i ,  s o  c l o s e  t h a t  s h e  c a n  s e e  t h e  g i  e a s y  a / > l e . ^ ,  

t h e  c a v e  o f  s h a f t s  a n d  c r o s s f r a m i n g .  S h e  b r a k e s ,  t h e  J e e p  s h i m m i e s  

i n t o  t h e  l e f t  l a n e  a n d  c u r v e s  t o w a r d  t h e  m e d i a n ,  t h e n  h a l t s  f a c i n g  

n o r t h  a n d  s t r a d d l e d  a  d i t c h  o f  b l a c k  w a t e r  b e t w e e n  s l o p e s  o f  w e e d s  

a n d  g r a s s .  A  b a c k l o g  o f  c u r s i n g  a n d  r a t t l i n g  a n d  t h u n k i n g  j o i n s  i n  

t h e  m i d d l e  t o  m e e t  H o l l y ' s  o v e r h e a t e d  v o i c e .  " Y o u  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  u s  

k i l l e d ? "  

B e t h a n n  j u s t  s i t s  w i t h  b o t h  a r m s  o n  t h e  s t e e r i n g  w h e e l ,  

h e a d l i q h t s  g l a r i n g  o n  t h e  b l a c k  w a t e r  a n d  w e t  g r a s s  a n d  t h e  

s o u t h b o u n d  t r a f f i c  s l o w i n g  t o  l o o k .  R a i n  t a p p i n g  o n  t h e  t r u c k  r f ,  

p e r s i s t e n t  a n d  o d d l y  p e a c e f u l .  

" Y o u  d o n ' t  c a r e  a b o u t  a n y b o d y , "  B e t h a n n  s h o u t s ,  n o t  l o o k i n g  

b e c a u s e  s h e  c a n ' t  b e a r  t o .  " Y o u  d i d n ' t  c a r e  a b o u t  M a m a  a n d  y o u  d o n ' t  

c a r e  a b o u t  m e . "  T h e n  s h e  l o o k s ,  r e a l l y  l o o k s .  " Y o u  d o n ' t  e v e n  c a r e  

a b o u t  y o u .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  i f  y o u  c a n  c a r e .  S o  t e l l  m e ,  h o w  t h e  h e l l  c a n  

I  d r i v e  w i t h  y o u  r o b b i n g  m e  a n d  s m a r t i n g  o f f :  

" I ' m  o u t  o f  h e r e . "  H o l l y  o p e n s  t h e  d o o r  a n d  g e t s  o u t  i n  t h e  r a i n  

a n d  p i c k s  u p  h e r  g i r l y  n e w  p o i n t y - t o e d  s h o e s ,  s l a m s  t h e  d o o r  a n d  

s t a r t s  w a l k i n g  u p  t h e  m e d i a n ,  G e o r g i a  b o u n d .  T h e  t r u c k  s m e l l s  h o t ,  

l i k e  b u r n i n g  r u b b e r .  
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B e t h a n n  w a t c h e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  w a v e r i n g  o f  t e a r s  a n d  r a i n .  W a t c h e s  

t i l l  t h e  b r o a d  g r e e n  o u t f i t  a n d  s h e e t  w h i t e  h a i r  a r e  o u t  o f  s i g h t .  

A n d  s h e  i s  m o m e n t a r i l y  g l a d  t o  n o  l o n g e r  s e e  h e r ,  h e a r  h e r .  S h e  

s t a r t s  t o  t u r n  t h e  J e e p  o n t o  t h e  i n t e r s t a t e ,  h e a d e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  

d i r e c t i o n ,  b u t  h a s  t o  w a i t  f o r  a  g a p  i n  t r a f f i c .  M e a n t i m e ,  s h e  w h e e l s  

t h e  J e e p  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  e x a c t  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  m e d i a n ,  a s t r a d d l e  t h e  

w a t e r  a g a i n ,  a n d  s t a r t s  . j u d d e r i n g  a l o n g .  S o o n ,  s h e  s e e s  H o l l y  w a l k i n g  

a h e a d — h e a d  d o w n  a n d  b a r e  w h i t e  f e e t  h i g h - s t e p p i n g  w i t h  p u r p o s e .  T h e n  

a s  i f  f o r  B e t h a n n ' s  b e n e f i t ,  H o l l y  s t e p s  t o  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  

i n t e r s t a t e  a n d  s t i c k s  o u t  h e r  r i g h t  t h u m b .  M o v i n g  h e r  l i p s  t o  s a y  

" f u c k  y o u " — w h i c h  B e t h a n n  h a s  f o r b i d d e n — w h e n  t h e  c a r s  s l o w  b u t  p a s s  

h e r  b y .  

B e t h a n n  p u l l s  a l o n g s i d e ,  b u z z e s  t h e  w i n d o w  d o w n ,  a n d  y e l l s  

t h r o u g h  t h e  r a i n  a n d  t h e  s l i s k i n g  o f  c a r  t i r e s ,  t h e  t r u c k s '  r o a r i n g ,  

" H o l l y ,  c o m e  o n .  G e t  i n  h e r e . "  

H o l l y  k e e p s  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e ,  a l o n e ,  p i t i a b l e ,  w e t .  T h u m b  o u t .  

B e t h a n n  g e t s  o u t  o f  t h e  t r u c k .  " C o m e  o n ,  g e t  i n  t h e  t r u c k .  R i g h t  

n o w ,  g e t  i n  t h e  t r u c k . "  H e r  v o i c e  c o m i n g  h o a r s e  a n d  t h i c k  a n d  l o s t  i n  

t h e  b u r n  o f  d i e s e l  a n d  o i l  a n d  a s p h a l t .  

O n e  g l a n c e  b a c k  f r o m  H o l l y  a n d  s h e  s t e p s  o u t  i n t o  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  

t h e  g l i s t e n i n g  h i g h w a y  a n d  s t a n d s  a n d  e v e n  b e g i n s  t o  h o p  f r o m  r i g h t  

t o  l e f t  f o o t ,  s i d e  t o  s i d e  a n d  b a c k ,  t h e n  b o t h  f e e t  s p r e a d  l i k e  s o m e  

k i n d  o f  r i t u a l  d a n c e ,  c a r s  s l o w i n g  a n d  s w e r v i n g ,  a n d  B e t h a n n  s t a n d i n g  

o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  l a n e ,  y e l l i n g ,  y e l l i n g ,  b u t  H o l l y  o n l y  

r e p e a t s  t h e  s t e p s ,  l i k e  h o p s c o t c h ,  y e s  h o p s c o t c h .  A n d  t h e n  i n  t h e  

l i g h t s  o f  t h e  f i n a l  s e m i ,  B e t h a n n  s e e s  t h e  t e a r s  s h i n e  i n  t h o s e  

r a t t l e s n a k e  e y e s .  
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