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Employment

Employment

editing procedures. The Spec
tator is not responsible for mis
takes due to a submitted error. 
The categories for classifieds 
include: For Sale. For Rent, 
Sublease. Wanted. Roommate, 
Services. Personnels, ISO and 
Employment.

CARDIO FIT 
When: Tuesdays, May 23 - June 25 

Where: PE Complex Mezzanine A&B 
Time: 6-7 PM

ZUMBA
When: Thursdays, May 25 - June 15 

Where: Continuing Education Auditorium 
Time: 6-7 PM

When. Wednesdays, May 3 - June 7 
Where: 2102 Oak St. Deck (IT Suite Atrium) 

Time: 5:50 - 6:50 PM
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AP!

The Spectator
■Mraltlag Fer Fall M17

Advertising Sales Representatives 
(earn vr to 15% Commission)

Marketing Assistants
Writers

Copy Editors 
Photographers 
Videographers 

Assistant Editors 
Assistant Web Editor 

Assistant Social Media Editor

All Majors Are Encouraged To Apply 

Marketing Positions Require Up to 15 Hrs/Wk

To Apply:
Email Cover Letter, Resume & 

Samples of Work To:

Aimee Napier, Advertising Manager 
acnapier@valdosta.edu 

or

Gabe Burns, Editor in Chief 
gcburns@valdosta.edu

See Us For All Your 
Housing Needs!

Check Out Our New & Improved Website
www.rbpm.us

Ron Borders 
lYoperu Management, LLC 

229-259-0604

Ron Borders

1008 Slater Street
Conveniently Located 2 Blocks From The UC

Ongun^m^■

Free summer fitness classes 
Campus Wellness is offering free fitness classes this summer which are open to all 

VSU Faculty, Staff & Students

Exercise is Medicine Symposium
The VSU Center for Exercise Medicine & Rehabilitation, within the College of Nurs
ing and Health Sciences, will host the 5th annual Exercise is Medicine® Symposium 

on Saturday April 29th from 8:30a.m. roto 12:30 p.m. The event is FREE to the 
public and will be held in the large auditorium in the Health Sciences and Business

Administration building

Mayhem Music Festival
April 28th the Mayhem Music Festival will be held on the front law from 5 p.m. to 

11 p.m. Free admission, food and activities for students, faculty, and the public.

Want to have your event featured in our upcoming activities section? Email your 
information to Editor-in-Chief Gabe Burns at gcburns@valdosta.edu.

A HEALTHY TIP from VSU Student Health Center:

“The key to achieving and maintaining a healthy weight isn't about short-tenn 
dietary changes. It’s about a lifestyle that includes healthy eating, regular p ysi 
cal activity, and balancing the number of calories you consume with the num 

of calories your body uses.,” according to the cdc.gov.

The Spectator Classifieds
Hie Spectator prints free 

classifieds for current stu
dents of Valdosta State 
University only. These must 
be no more than 40 words, or 
a SIX.50 charge will apply. 
Classifieds for faculty , staff, 
student organizations, stu
dent-owned businesses and 
the general public cost S18.50 
for up to 40 words.

Ads should be sent to The 
Spectator or delivered to our 
office in 1238 Hopper Hall. 
The deadline is 5 p.m. Thurs
day, a week prior. If payment 
applies, it should be submit
ted in a scaled envelope at the 
time the ad is placed or paid 
via Mastercard. Visa. Discover

or electronic check online 
through Aimee Napier, Adver
tising Manager. Email Aimcc 
Napier at SpecAdvertisingfu 
valdosta.edu to pay online.

Ads must be accompanied by 
the name and phone number 
of the person submitting the 
ad. Students must also submit 
their VSU Student ID number. 
Ads must be resubmitted each 
week, as necessary.

The Spectator address is: 
1500 N. Patterson St., Val
dosta, GA 31698. Our email 
address is spec advertisingta 
valdosta.edu.

The Spectator reserves the 
right to reject any classified ad. 
All ads are subject to standard

Domino’s is Hiring! 
Flexible Hours & Schedules 

Drivers get 
PAID DAILY!! 
Apply in person 
See Our Ad On Page 11‘.

PLAY SPORTS’ HAVE 

fun! make money! 
Top-rated sports camp 
needs fun loving coun
selors to teach all land, 
water & adventure 
sports. Great summer 
in Maine! Call (888) 
844-8080; apply at: 
www.campcedar.com

nt activities were available for indM

Relay for Life I
Hunter Terrell

Opinions Editor 
hlterrell@voldosla.edu

Valdosta Stale University held 
lhe2017 Relay for Life on Friday. 

April 21. on the Main C ampus 

Front Lawn.VSUhoped io raise S25.IXXI for 
ibe American Cancer Society dur
ing its movie-themed fundraiser 

dial started at 7p.m.
As of 3 p m. on Monday. April 

[7. the Relay for Life of VSU had 

already raised $ 12,258.93.
"We arc still calculating final 

numbers, but as of right now our 
total is S21,767.21." said Saman- 
iha Jones, president of Relay for 
Life at VSU. "The highest raising 
individual was Rebecca Murphy 
with 52.370, and the highest rais
ingteam was the Executive Board 

w ith 54,360.”
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Hunter Terrell
Opinions Editor 

hllerrell@valdosta.edu

Valdosta State University held 
^2017 Relay for Life on Friday. 
April 21. on the Main Campus 

Front Lawn.
VSU hoped to raise S25.(HX) for 

the American Cancer Society dur- 
!0£ its movie-themed fundraiser 

itat started at 7p.m.
As of 3 p m. on Monday. April 

I', the Relay for Life of VSU had 
already raised S12,258.93.

"We arc still calculating final 
numbers, but as of right now our 
total is S21,767.21." said Saman
tha Jones. president of Relay for 
Life at VSU. "The highest raising 
individual was Rebecca Murphy 
«iihS2.370, and the highest rais
ing team was the Executive Board 
with S4.360."

Staff students and the Valdosta
community showed their support 
as some 44 teams, comprised 
of more than 180 Blazers repre
senting various departments and 
programs all across campus, came 
together to celebrate the lives of 
people who have battled cancer 
and have fought against all forms 
of the disease.

Various activities look place 
including raffles, life-size bowling 
and more.

"A lot of people enjoyed 
Zumba, as well as the wet t-shirt 
contest." Jones said. "Overall, 
I think it was a success. 1 really 
enjoyed all the mission moments 
throughout the night that brought 
us back to why we were there.”

Hunter Terrell/THE SPECTATOR
Booths set up at Relay for Life presented different fundraising opportunities.

VSU’s Archives and Special 
Collections was recognized in the 
National Endowment for the Hu
manities ”50 States of Preserva
tion” scries for its efforts toward 
preserving our nation’s heritage

In 2010. Valdosta experienced 
strong storms, which fried three 
external drives and hard drives 
on four computers in the archives 
department. Recovery experts 
saved as much as they could, but 
they permanently lost 80 giga
bytes of electronic files, accord
ing to Deborah Davis. VSU’s 
Archives and Special Collections 
director. The department realized 
the need for better memory and 
applied for and received a NEH 
grant in 2012.

"It was a wakeup call." Davis 
said.

Since then. Archives and 
Special Collections lias taken 
precautions, such as having three 
backups.

"We arc in very- good shape as 
far a digital preservation is con
cerned." Davis said. ”Wc have 
cloud storage for our preserved 
items and are using a variety 
of software and standards to 
preserve our items. Many of our

pilotographs and pages can be 
found on Flickr”

After receiving the grant, the 
department digitized a large 
amount of holdings, such as pho
tos from Spectator articles, the 
South Georgia Folk Life Project 
and over 1.500 herbarium slides 
from the Biology Department.

Davis said her favorite pieces 
in the archives arc the Babylo
nian clay tablets, which date back 
4.500 years ago.

The 10 tablets were purchased 
by VSU’s first president. Dr. 
Richard Holmes Powell, from 
Edgar J Banks, the first Ameri
can archeologist w ho w as al
lowed to dig in Iraq.

Once the department uploaded 
scans of the tablets to its w eb
site. Cal Johnson, a serologist 
from UCLA, called, wanting to 
translate the tablets. Some of 
the translations were records of 
sacrificial animals presented to 
priests, receipts for the purchas
ing of three goats and a butcher 
bill for two rams.

“We arc very proud of our 
digital library." Davis said.

Anyone can access these 
digitized documents by searching 
under the library lab on VSU’s 
website, or they can visit the 
department on tlic fourth floor of 
Odum Library.
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***Sfudenf Special
SETH TOWNHOMES 

2Z2.5. $S95Zmo 2415 S»th Place off Pineview

blazer courtyard
2Bd/lBth •$495/mo 

909 Slater St 
ll Modi, South of UnKtiUh NO APPLICATION FEE 

with VSU ID

Baytree Rd

W Mary St

VALDOSTA 
STATE 

UNIVERSITY

W Magnolia St

River St

Save $300 with Reduced Fees

Multiple lease options 
now available!
BLANTON
COMMON 
BLANTONCOMMON.COM
1505 Lankford Drive I 229.293.0099

You re going 
to love it here

112 AMI RICAN CAMPUS ( OMMUNI HIS 

Fees are subject to change. Limited time only. See office for details
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Editor’s note 
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I’ve spent 23 years in one place.
Sounds like a good while, doesn’t it? . f beaded the idea of it. But despite
Coming out of Lowndes High School, I didn t want to stay here, or

other opportunities, I stayed. . . prmake
And that proved to be one of the best decisions * . t0 me j simp|y wasn’t happy. My life was
I tried two different majors, yet neither of them t y p encOuntering many defeats? Yeah, been 

at a crossroads You know the whole Maya Angelou quote about encountering nay

th^re . , t th, mpi draft I felt a calling to journalism. When I talked to my future ad-
Once 1 started writing about the NF L draft, 1 ten a cam g. j nlnooed in From Leine Th?viser, Dr. Pat Miller, 1 knew I finally found my vocation. The accelerator wasg he 

Spectator’s editor to reporting on the Los Angeles Dodgers at Dodgeis - y

' This program brought the best out of me. It provided me all the resources I needed to catapult my jour
nalism career. My final two years here, I might’ve grown more than I had the ot er .

For that, 1 thank Dr. Miller, Dr. Ted Geltner and Cindy Montgomery immensely. They identified my tal- 
*ent and pushed me to maximize it. I will forever appreciate them, and I will always pioud y represent their 

department. .
1 give special thanks to my mother. Her love, devotion and constant motivation is the strongest support 

I’ve received. She is the best example of who I can be and how I should treat others. My family, including 
those who are gone, made this possible for me.

The first day of the rest of my life begins at the Atlanta Journal-Constitution this summer. 1 entered jour
nalism with a goal of working in a big market. I wanted that challenge and it’s what wakes me up every 
morning.

As Dr. Miller told me on Feb. 4, 2016, “It’s not where you start, it’s where you want to go.” I can’t 
forget that. I’ve had it hanging on my wall since that day, and I anticipate it decorating my office wall for 
years to come.

I’m writing this as if it’s some finality. It’s actually just the opposite.
<Jhe Spectator is now a digital platform. It was an honor to serve as the editor of the last regularly print

ed issue. But the paper is in tremendous hands. Kelsey Dickerson is well-prepared to assume my vacated 
role She’s smart, organized, imaginative and has the paper’s best interest at heart. Other editors - Julia, 
Seth, Juston, Hunter, Alex, Darla - are ready to hit the ground running. I hope I’ve helped you as Jordan. 
Mayah, Kenzie, Kristin and others helped me.

1 m writing this the evening before my concluding production night. As usual, 1 wanted to write on 
deadline. I wish I could name everyone I’ve interacted with along the way, but I’m already exceeding the 
word limit. Just know every one of you has greatly impacted my life, and from the bottom of my heart I 
cannot thank you enough.

T
EDITOR IN

MANAGING

SPORTS 
COLLEGE 
z^rMKIirxM

My new locale could be Atlanta, D.C., Los Angeles, New York? Anywhere. There’s a world of opportu- 
mtiesout there, and it’s because I seized what was in front of me
and PaSSi°n' E''ery4ing ‘S beCause 1 wen‘ OU1

CheriSl”K'men,ories’ “valuable experience and life-long friends. Valdosta and

I may not know where my journey will rake me. but I’m eternally thankful of where it began.
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Editor’s note: The Spectator 
embraces something new

fHE SPEcWu
EDIT OR IN CHEF G ABE BURNS 

MANAGING MAYAH CANINE 

odHRTR KYLE DAVISON

Hunter Terrell/THE SPECTATOR

Since 1935, The Spectator has printed a weekly paper to keep VSU 
students informed. It was printed to give students a voice, to keep them 
engaged. Come next fall, the weekly print edition will be no more.

But the mission stays the same.
In last week’s editorial, we announced The Spectator is going digital. 

Our website will serve as our primary news medium. There will be 
increased emphasis on our social emdia and app.

While pondering how to write this, I stood by the front fountain. 
Person after person migrated through, and almost every one was on 
his or her phone. I’ve been the editor-in-chief here for over a year. I’ve 
been at VSU for over four years. I saw more people on their phones in 
that 10-minute stretch than I’ve seen reading a Spectator over those 

yean.
We must keep pace in journalism’s evolution. Our readers are on 

Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat; millennials simply aren’t read
ingprintpapers anymore. Our data lists 72 percent of our readership 
online. It’s time we went to our audience.

This transition gives us more interaction with the community. We’re 
going to be flexible. We’re going to be innovative. After all, we’re col
legestudents too. We know what’s most appealing to our audience. 
We’re focusing our efforts elsewhere, and that will get news out quicker 
and better prepare our journalists for the field’s new landscape.

You’ve already seen this expansion in our sports desk, where we’ve 
ramped up our instant coverage and created a separate sports twitter 
i^VSUSpectSports). For the past year, we’ve shifted our staff’s focus 
tram print to digital. This group is well-prepared to guide The Specta
tor into the future.

College papers around the country, from UNC to UGA to UCLA, 
have undergone similar alterations. Students have already gone online. 
It’s time we joined.

The Spectator won’t be exclusively digital. We’ll print special edition 
•sues once a month. We respect and appreciate our past, and we still 
"ant to continue print tradition, just in a lesser capacity.

But the priority is a global audience. We know our revamped en
gagement team will better provide you news about your university and 
community. Our program invested hours in designing a sustainable 
editorial and business structure.

All this said, journalism’s mission to serve as society’s watchdog, to 
•ufonn the public and hold people accountable hasn’t changed. Stu
dents or professionals, that goal is infallible.
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Group projects annoying, still 
an innovative learning tool

Tiana Foster
Staff Write*

Group projects can either be 
a blessing or a curse depending 
on the people you have to work 
with. Group work could offer

many students who complain 
about having group members 
who waited until the very last 
minute to complete their work. 
Participating in group projects 
has taught me that in order to fix 
the problem, you have to take the 
initiative to set group deadlines.

but I will speak up when there’s 
a problem that could possibly 
affect my grade too.

I've also learned from past 
experiences that I prefer to work 
in smaller groups because they 
are more beneficial than larger 
groups. Smaller groups help

many advantages, es
pecially when you’re 
stuck and need 
others’ ideas. But for 
some students, group 
projects do not pro
vide an easier way of 
learning.

One disadvantage 
of group projects is 
receiving the same 
grade as everyone 
else even if your 
group members 
didn’t pull their 
own weight. I do 
not agree with this 
method of grading 
because there’s no 
individual account
ability. That means

An advantage of group 
work is being able to 

evenly distribute tasks 
to individuals, but it 

becomes a problem when 
every member fails to 

deliver the same quality 
of work.

improve students' per
formance. teamwork 
and problem solving

Dynasty Miller, 
senior early childhood 
education major, says 
that all group mem
bers should engage 
with each other, 
ask each member 
individually for ideas 
and meet up with 
members outside of 
class time in order to 
successfully complete 
a group project.

Although it can 
be difficult to work 
with other students, I 
do think that col
laboration is a very

Go online I 
to I

VSUSpec- 
tator.com 
to read 

two web 

exclusive 
news 

stories! [

editorial was written by a member of the editorial staff and

expresses le Spectator.

if a student does not contribute to 
the group, then the whole group 
suffers the consequences.

An advantage of group work 
is being able to evenly distrib
ute tasks to individuals, but it 
becomes a problem when every 
member fails to deliver the 
same quality of work. There are

Giving group deadlines allows 
each group member the same 
amount of time to complete their 
portion of the work.

If I continue to have reoc
curring problems with a certain 
group member, then my next step 
is to let the professor know. I 
don’t believe in outing a person.

important asset that students can 
benefit from in a professional 
environment. Group projects al
low for students to achieve more 
by combining their different skill 
abilities. Working with others 
can help you identify your own 
strengths and weaknesses, which 
can be invaluable.

Editorial Staff
Wttor-in-Chief: 
Gabe Burns

Managing Editor.
Julia Rodriquez 

Opinions Editor. 
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features Editor. 
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Sports Editor.
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Oarian Harris 

Social Media Editor, 
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Kopy Editor.
Kimberly Cannon
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Opinions expressed in the Spectator other than editorials are opinions of the 
writers of signed columns and not necessarily those of the Spectator and its 
staff All rights reserved Reprints by permission of the editors Views in this 
newspaper are not necessarily those of the Valdosta State University admmis 
tration. faculty and stafG_______
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OPINIONS ------------
Ask VSU: E

TR 2:00-3:1 5pm 
Online*

PHIL 2010 Fundamentals of

PEL 2020 World Religions

encourages you to take

81711 B
81712 C
81713 IA

81710 A
82534 AA*

8I704A 
81705 8
81706 C
81707 D
81708 E
81709 IA

Philosophy 
Santas 
Santas 
Peace 
Peace 
James 
Hackett

Serran-Pagan 
Serran-Pagan 
Downing 
Turley 
Johnson

TR 9:30-10:45am 
TR 11 :00am- 12:1 5pm 
MW 3:30-4:45pm 
TR 12:30-1 :45pm 
MWF 10:00-1 0:50am 
8/14-12/04 • Online"

MWF 11:00-11:50am

MWF 1:00- 1:50pm

MWF I0O0-I0:50am 
TR 11 :00am-12:1 5pm 
Online*

MCTCAMPUS
Going to the beach is one option students and professors have on their 
off time from their academics.

I 

i!I

81730-REL 3300 A'

S!'JP33Oia 
r^!,REL35°4A 8 733 «REL 3520 A 
isrREL36,°A 
a 7 r*EL47°oA 
81736 -REL 4700 IA

* NOTE: All sections Marked IA & IB are OnlW 
Info On How To Get Started In Online Courses, 
http://www.valdosta.edu/academics/elearning

’■ pH^NQuBTK«f*™-ONUw*-Downing

NfwT OF Relig,on * MW 2:00-3:1 5pm • Serran-Pagan 
ArThLTAMENT ’ °NLINE ’ J°hnson

Islam . tr°m Ancient Israel »TR 9:30-1 0:45am • Downin 

Native Am 1 2: 1 5pm • Serran-Pagan .
African ^ER^an Thought & Culture • MW 2:00-3:1 5pm ’ 
Women p° FRICan Amer|can Philosophy • MW 3:30-4:4 

°MEN Gophers • Onl.ne* • Lovern

81714 • PHIL 2030 A • Ethics & Contemp Society • Online* • Hackett 
81715-PHIL 3110 A • Aesthetics • TR 12:30-1 :45pm • Harmon 
81716 • PHIL 3140 A • Ethics & Law TR 11:00am-12:IS^Lze 

81717 • PHIL 3300 A • Philosophy oe Religion • MW 200 31^ c n 81718. PHIL 36IOA . N^An^ThouJTc^'

81719 • PHIL 3640 A • Environmental Philosophy • Oni inp mydo “A ^PM * Lovern
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College students need summer 
break from school and work

Hunter Terrell
Orations Eoiim 

hlterr«ll@voldosto edu

College can be a headache for 
students and professors alike. 
After a full academic year of 
trying to balance classes, jobs, 
cxira-ctimculars and whatever 
else a student or professor can 
pile on their plate, the end of 
this semester sliould come as a 
relief to the thousands w ho are 
stressed-out. waning for the final 
bell to toll, commencing the start 
of summer fun

While summer break of
fers plenty of opportunities for 
students to further their resume 
and educational experiences, ulti
mately. it sliould also be treated 
as a time to recover from the 
stresses of the year1

Summer is often treated as an 
opportunity id get ahead. Sum
mer classes are the best option 
for getting class credit when fall 
and spring semesters are simply 
not enough

And. what about the profes
sors? Thai is just more assign
ments io grade in a shorter 
amount of time More time 
sliould be spent decompressing 
and rebuilding mental health.

“I look it 12-hour sununcr 

semester once." Tiffany Davis, a 
junior biology major, said. “I will 
never do that again.”

Another common choice for 
students to keep themselves busy 
during the summer is taking on 
an internship.

As most students know, 
internships offer an excellent op
portunity to gain valuable work 
experience. Internships should 
be sought out and valued by 
students.

While possibly holding an 
internship as well as taking 
summer courses, students should 
also try to set aside time to break
away from constant work.

While the summer is an excel
lent opportunity for students to 
reach their career goals quicker 
and move ahead of their class
mates. it should not be tossed 
aside as a time for smdents to 
ignore their health.

Summer vacation is there to 
allow the brain to relax, lead to 
more creativity, belter focus on 
your w ork and open any and all 
horizons.

Go home, spend lime with 
your family, and actually sleep 
in for once. This is time that you 
won't get back after entering 
real-life adulthood.

mctc^T
Nine U.S. states allow gun carrying on campus.

Campus carry is not safe for student;
Geneva Crooks

SlAff WRITER 
gotrooks@valdoslo.edu

Legislation allowing the 
people of Georgia with gun per
mits to carry their 
weapons on public 
college and uni
versity campuses 
passed earlier this 
year.

The passing 
of this bill means 
college students 
who are 21 or 
older and have a 
license to carry 
a firearm will be 
able to carry them 
without the chance 
of prosecution.

This bill, known 
as the campus gun 
bill, passed at 108- 
63, according to 
the Atlanta Journal
Constitution. A similar bill was 
vetoed by Gov. Nathan Deal in 
2016. but this bill has now been 
passed to the Georgia Senate.

"Allowing the carrying of 
concealed firearms on campuses 
won’t hurt, and it might help,” 
Mandi Ballinger, the bill’s chief 
sponsor, said.

To support her cause. Ball
inger cited statistics that sliow 
there hasn't been any increases 
in criminal shootings or suicides 
on college campuses in states 
that already allow campus carry.

and depression.
According to stress con 

2008 mental health study x 
the Associated Press and®; 
eight in 10 college students» 
they have sometimes orfre-

College campuses 
tend to be high-stress 

environments. This bill 
changes the safety of 

students by allowing guns 
in a place where many 
people are dealing with 

high rates of anxiety, stress 
and depression.

“[It] Allows those Georgians 
who choose io do so to protect 
themselves should the need 
arise.” Ballinger said.

College campuses tend to be 
high-stress environments. This 
bill changes the safety of stu
dents by allow ing guns in a place 
where many people are dealing 
with high rates of anxietv. stress

fluently experienced sjr 
their daily livesoverafe 
month spaa That isijjf 
cent increase from a pre, 
ous study five yeaispoir

“I understand why hb 
important to haveagun 
in this country, but 1 doe 
understand why there isa 
law that requires a radi
cal examination befee 
purchase a htn*tate 
Osinovskaya,aVSUtexk 
assistant, said. "So. no. I 
don't think people sliould 
be allowed guns oh tamp_ 
because there are already 
police here to protect us 
Also?, why would we noibt 
allowed io smoke cigarcrc

but be allowed io cany guns” 
Many students experience 

meltdowns, especially 
their grades aren’t the way dx 
w ant them to be or«henik 
high amounts of stress coUeg- 
causes calcites up With th®1 
Guns simply don't belong® 
type of environment.
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VSU: How do you stay from 
getting stressed out by finals?

“I usually try to hang out with friends or 
do something that isn’t related to school at 
all. ”

Rr -or* *

‘I just eat my stress away

-Dymin Johnson, a freshman psychology major

nv

“/ play my Xbox to deal with stress. ”

uns

s

ntation

■Zaria Davis, a sophomore psychology major

ICC

ss

ny Class Listed!!
EPlA » IB ARE ONLINE-^ 

D In Online Courses, >

-C on Griggs, a sophomore psychology major

"I try’ to work out at the rec. as much as I 
can. ”

Page 7

TOMMI
-Blake Gwaltney, a freshman criminal justice 
major

fe for students

es 
des

and depression.
According to strcss.com. a 

2008 mental health study by 
the Associated Press and mtvU. 
eight in 10 college students say 
they have sometimes or fre-

-Ty Inder, a freshman athletic training major

th
"ress

qucntly experienced stress in 
(heir daily lives over a three 
month span. That is a 20 per
cent increase from a previ
ous study five years prior.

"I understand why it is 
important to have a gun 
in this country, but I don't 
understand why there is no 
law that requires a medi
cal examination before you 
purchase a gun." Anastasia 
Osinovskaya, a VSU teacher 
assistant, said. “So. no. 1 
don't think people should 
be allowed guns on canipiis ’ 
because there are already 
police here to protect us. 
Also; whv would we not be 
allowed to smoke cigarettes

but be allowed to carry guns?” 
Many students experience 

meltdowns, especially when 
their grades aren't the way they 
w ant them to be or when the 
high amounts of stress college 
causes catches up with than. 
Guns simply don't belong in that 

type of environment.

>s 
nil

‘7 study and I sleep a lot in order to stay 
veil rested. ”

‘7 go to the gym and run, dance and bike in 
order to deal with stress. ”

-Sierra Cornog, a freshman athletic training 
major

Who Took Courses In Philosophy & Religious Studies? 
You Can Too Starting This Summer!

Harrison Ford 
Actor

Steve Martin 
Comedian 

& Actor

Richard Gere
Actor

avning
>pm • Serran-Pagan

10-1 0:45am • Downing

GANW 2:00-3:1 5pm • Lovekn 
iy • MW 3:30-4:45pm • Lov^

IN “r'ana°SaVnd ln,erviews done by

I Philosophy Classes Summer *17 
50876 PHIL 2010IA* Fundamentals of Philosophy • Santas • 6/07-6/28 ONLINE 
50877 PHIL 3100IA* Ethics & Health Care • James • 6/07-6/28 ONLINE

50878 PHIL 3800 Phil, Rei & Film • M-F 2-4:50pm • Serran-Pagan • 5/11-6/01 
50879 PHIL 3900 Philosophy of Happiness • M-F llam-l:50pm • Santas • 5/11-6/01 

No Prerequisite For Any Class Listed!
Religious Studies Classes Summer ‘17 
50880 REL 2020 IA* World Religions • Lovern • 5/11-6/01 ONLINE 
50881 REL 3800 Phil, Rei & Film • M-F 2-4:50pm • Serran-Pagan • 5/11-6/01

*Note: All sections marked IA & IB are ONLINE. For info on how to get started in online courses, go to: 
www.valdosta.edu/academics/elearning.

T.S. Elliot 
Poet

& Essayist

Angela Davis 
Civil Rights 

Activist

Lana Del Ray 
Musician
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Enactus offers students networking opportunities

Eboni Register 
Suh Wiith 

ebregister@valdosta.edu

Enactus is a student 
organization on campus that 
focuses on community service 
and networking at VSU.

Enactus has grown throughout 
the years in regards to what 
they’re doing and the amount of 
active members. According to 
campus connect, there are over 
300 individuals dedicated to 
serve in the Valdosta community. 
Enactus holds members to a 
standard, as members must 
complete a certain amount of 
hours in order to attend different 
conferences in the region

and nation and also to get the 
organization’s t-shirt.

Enactus does big things when 
it comes to community service. 
Among many other organizations, 
Enactus was honored during the 
2017 Night on Fire Recognition 
Night, which honored excellence 
in leadership and student 
contributions.

Nathaniel Danquah shared 
his experience as a member of 
Enactus.

“My main goal with Enactus 
is networking,” Danquah said. “I 
personally like networking and 
meeting others ... Community 
service is nice too.”

Enactus now prepares for the 
Kansas City National Exposition,

where there will be a plethora of 
other organizations presenting 

projects.
A big event VSU Enactus ran 

this year was Kultured Kampus, 
an event that helped provide 
job opportunities to tailors in 
Gambia and fund the education of 

Gambian children.
Almost every day, Enactus 

offers some sort of community 
service opportunity, but as the 
school year comes to an end, 
members are taking this time to 
plan for the future and solidify 
changes occurring due to 
graduating members.

Enactus plans to be well 
prepared for the 2017-2018 
school year.

Make

detailed diagram on the best and safest wayl

^Criminal 
=2 Justice

Skipping Rocks Lab featuring its new product, the

Only 2 Weeks Away 
Friday, May 12th 

8:30am to 5:00pm
EAmy HIGISTHATION HUNS THROUGH May 8"' AT 5pm

way for 
the Ooho 
only two cents to construct each 
one. Another benefit is they do 
not end up in landfills for eternity.

Although the idea is new and 
inventive, some people had 
concerns for the cleanliness of the 
Ooho versus regular water bottles.

“With no packaging, while 
good in theory, every single 
person and their mom will have 
handled that sphere before it gets 
to you,” Ida Marguerite Swisher, 
an online user, commented on 
Discovery’s article. “I wouldn’t 
feel comfortable even putting my 
mouth near it to sip the water, let 
alone eating the whole thing.”

Others simply did not get the 
practicality of the product, asking 
why this invention was so much 
better than reusable water bottles.

“I like better the idea of simply 
carrying a drinking container 
that you keep, clean and reuse,” 
Karen, another online user, com
mented on Discovery’s article. 
“Somehow a seaweed thing does 
not sound like the best treat after 
a nice drink.”

Regardless, Ooho has been 
turning heads this year, even 
though the product debuted in 
2015.

This new water bottle seems to 
have become so popular because 
of its unique design and usage. 
However, that does not mean it 
will not benefit the environment 
in better ways than the plastic 
water bottle.

Rarity of dAlex Dunn 
Asst. Features Editor 

eadunn@valdosta.edu

There is a new, eco-friendly 
way to tote around clean drinking 
water. It’s called Ooho, and it’s 
paving the way for a new envi
ronmentally friendly and edible 
way to store water.

Ooho is a biodegradable water 
bottle encased by a tasteless and 
edible membrane, according to 
Discovery.com. The casing is 
made of a seaweed and calcium 
chloride-based membrane that 
is safe to either consume or peel 
away.

Essentially, Ooho looks like a 
tiny water balloon that is ready 
to consume for whenever your 
hydrating needs pop up; all you 
have to do is pierce the membrane 
and drink up.

This eco-friendly water bottle 
is the product of Skipping Rocks 
Lab, located in London, which 
just received a sizable grant from 
the European Union to produce 
their invention on a larger scale, 
according to Discovery.com.

To create the Ooho, spheres 
of ice are treated with the liquid 
from the seaweed-based mem
brane, and when the water melts, 
the membrane solidifies, and what 
remains is a portable, eco-friendly 
bubble of packaged water, accord
ing to Discovery.com.

The website emphasized that 
Ooho is actually cheaper to make 
than regular water bottles, costing
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es in Criminal Justice Seminar Series

Technology in Policing
r Become knowledgeable on the history & current state of technology in 

policing by learning about:
• The costs and benefits of technology • Crime mapping 

Specific computers • Biological identifiers
Video cameras • Speed detection devices
Surveillance technology • Armor and weapons

Leam about the current state of research on police body-worn cameras including:
• The impact of bwc’s on the quality of officer-citizen interactions as

OFTEN MEASURED BY COMPLAINTS AND/OR SURVEYS
• Issue of the impact of bwc’s on officer use of force during these interactions
• Officer attitudes about cameras

• Review 2 studies out of Florida experiment on police-body warn cameras & 
review footage of what is seen when using the technology.
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On Aug. 21 in the early 
afternoon, the sun will go dark 
in Valdosta. At least for a few 
minutes, VSU will be just off the 
path of totality of a solar eclipse.

Dr. Martha Leake presented 
“The Great Eclipse of 2017” 
to a full house of students and 
families from the community 
as an instructional seminar to 
prepare Valdostans for this unique 
astronomical event.

The last eclipse Georgians 
could see from their homes swept 
across the state on March 21, 
1970.

Because the Earth’s spin axis

Nevins Hall. Room 1004 • 220.333.5943 • Valdosta.edu/CriminalJustice 
For More Info: www.valdosta.edu/cjseminarseries

Advising for Summer & Fall ‘17 Has Begun! 
Get Started Now With

VSU Centralized
UNIVEBSITT

Learning Communities

VSU Centralized Advising
The University Center 
Mon-Thurs 8-5:30 pm

229-245-4378
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A detailed diagram on the best and safest ways to view an eclipse. Dr. Martha Leake gives a presentation of this
year’s eclipse.

Kelsey Drckerson/THE SPECTATOR

A diagram showing the approximate path of the 2017 eclipse.
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way for 
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Although the idea is new?
inventive, some people had 
concerns for the cleanliness of the 
Ooho versus regular waterbottles 

"With no packaging, while 
good in theory, every single 
person and their mom will have 
handled that sphere before it gets 
to you,” Ida Marguerite Swisher, 
an online user, commented on 
Discovery’s article. “I wouldn’t 
feel comfortable even putting my 
mouth near it to sip the water, let 
alone eating the whole thing.”

Others simply did not get the 
practicality of the product, asking 
why this invention was so much 
better than reusable water bottles.

"1 like better the idea of simply 
carrying a drinking container 
that you keep, clean and reuse,” 
Karen, another online user, com
mented on Discovery’s article. 
“Somehow a seaweed thing does 
not sound like the best treat after 
a nice drink.’

Regardless, Ooho has been 
turning heads this year even 
though the product debuted in 
2°This new water bottle seems to 
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Rarity of solar eclipse is out of this world
Kelsey Dickerson 

Fiatuies Editors

On Aug. 21 in the early 
afternoon, the sun will go dark 
in Valdosta. At least for a few 
minutes, VSU will be just off the 
path of totality of a solar eclipse.

Dr. Martha Leake presented 
“The Great Eclipse of 2017” 
to a full house of students and 
families from the community 
as an instructional seminar to 
prepare Valdostans for this unique 
astronomical event.

The last eclipse Georgians 
could see from their homes swept 
across the state on March 21, 
1970.

Because the Earth’s spin axis

is tilted 23.5 degrees, eclipses can 
only happen over two seasons 
during the year, each one about 
six months apart. Still, the path of 
totality, where the eclipse can be 
seen in full, can pass on a track 
through any part of the world.

During the 7 p.m. presentation 
Friday, only five audience 
members had seen a solar eclipse 
before.

According to Dr. Leake, people 
are more likely to have seen a 
lunar eclipse, where the Earth 
stands between the sun and the 
moon, casting an orange shadow 
across the moon. These eclipses 
can be seen by an entire half of 
the world at nighttime, instead of 
a pin-point path.

Because solar eclipses are so 
rare, people come from all over 
the world to towns inside of the 
path of totality to observe them. 
Preparation for these events can 
start months or years in advance.

“There are some hotels that are 
already completely booked along 
the center line,” Dr. Leake said.

Those who travel to see these 
spectacles must be prepared. To 
observe the moments before a 
total eclipse, onlookers must take 
special precautions by purchasing 
special eclipse sun glasses, 
or filters for their telescopes. 
Bystanders can also use mirrors 
to reflect an image of the eclipse 
onto a wall or blank piece of 
paper, Dr. Leake said.

Though students will have to 
travel to the northeastern most 
comer of Georgia to be in the path 
of totality, those who do will have 
the opportunity to see something 
beautiful, according to Dr. Leake.

She recalled an eclipse she had 
seen before in Mexico, where just 
before the sun was completely 
covered the entire sky became 
the color of a sunset, and animals 
began to come out as if it was 
about to be night.

The sun's corona, a ring of 
plasma extending into space for 
millions of kilometers, is only 
visible during an eclipse. Dr. 
Leake explained to the audience 
that the corona can appear in 
different shapes including a ring

shape, with one large burst of 
corona on a single side; Bailey’s 
beads, with several spots of light 
from craters and mountains in the 
moon’s surface; and prominences, 
which appear as gas ejected from 
the sun and explodes out into 
space.

“Eclipses are very seductive 
things; they want you to look,” 
Dr. Leake said.

To close the night, Dr. Leake 
gave the audience a peak 
at the night sky, projecting 
constellations with their outlines 
onto the planetarium ceiling, and 
invited everyone to come back 
after it was dark to look through 
the telescope on the top of Nevins 
Hall.
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Pioviding a Tradition ol Excellence
Preparing Students tot a Career as a lawyer

“Majoring in philosophy helped me to stand out from other "" 
applicants for Law School. Philosophy is one of the very few 
majors that allows you to do that AND have an edge because 
of the critical thinking and problem solving skills you develop. 
By majoring in philosophy, I was already accustomed to this 
way of thinking which made the transition into law school and 
then into my career much easier.”

“My philosophy major not only allowed me to have 
interesting classes with engaging professors and 
passionate fellow students, it prepared me for law school 
and my career. I am grateful I chose to be a philosophy 
major and I believe it has helped me to be a better lawyer, 
citizen, and human being.”

“My education Philosophy and Religious Studies at Valdosta ~~ 
State has been an invaluable asset in my pursuit of a career as 
an attorney Anyone interested in pursuing a career in law or 
any other profession tn which complex, abstract, or ethical 
issues may present themselves would be well advised to begin 
their pursuit in the Philosophy and Religious Studies 
Department at Valdosta State University."uPComing course listings in Banner & on the Valdo st a^iat^Universiiy -el

http.7/www.valdosta.edu/philosophyJ

^^^jp^yHalf, Room 1202 • Phone 229-333-5949

"'■j rmiosuphy and Religious 
Studies Major Class ot 2013, 
completed the JD degree at 
Honda Coastal School of Law

John Robbins 
VSU Philosophy Major 19S2 

Defense Attorney 
Birmingham. Alabama

Jason Johns
VSU Philosophy Major 1999 

Partner, Jackson Walker Law Firm, 
Houston, Texas

Lance Eric Neff 
VSU Philosophy Major 2001 
Asst. Attorney General of the 

State of Florida

Jeremy K. Baker 
VSU Philosophy Major 2007 

Asst Sourfiern District Attorney 
Valdosta, Georgia
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Festival season is here, so that 
means it’s lime to look into the 
line-ups and pick a location. For 
new attendees, it may be hard to 
decide what is a necessity to bring 
and what is not.

To start off. you always have to 
know w hat you're getting yourself 
into. Almost every festival can
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were filled with set after set of tale? 
musicians showcasing their best wori 
°n five different stages. Headlining 

venue were big name names such as 
Widespread Panic, who started the, 

music career in Athens, Georgia,asut 
as Trey Anastasio Band and Ween.

Photos by Seth Willard
Above: Electronic Dance Music artist Savoy, sings 
along with the crowd during his late-night show 
on Sweetwater Disco stage. Below: An anxious 
SweetWater 420 Fest crowd awaits Widespread 
Panic's first set of the weekend. To the right: Atlant 
native Ron Pope performs on SweetWater stage on 
the second day of the festival.
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SweetWater

Saxony Raine, lead-vocalist for Revel in RomanceAoril 28th 5:00om-11:00Dm

futuristic performs while crowd surfing at SweetWater 420 Fest

What Can
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Took PHIL 2020 Logic

how people think

dominos.coi

Pele Murano. iMd-guofMHt 
tor Trombone Short and 
Orleans Avenue performing at 
SweetWater 420 Feat

your outfit choice fits the 
environment you're going to, 
whether that be Coachella, 
Sweet Water, HOLI, Afro-Punk 
or another music festival. Most 
events call for a drastic look, 
coinciding with if the event is 
downtown, in the desert or at 
concert grounds.

Must-haves for festivals include 
blankets, water, polaroid cameras, 
portable chargers and unique 
sunglasses.

Joel Grimes, Vice President

APnl 27, 2017
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Each year in Atlanta, Georgia, Centennial 
Olympic Park transforms into a massive 
music festival venue to host SweetWater 
420 Fest. The music festival takes place 
the weekend closest to Earth day each 
year and is promoted with the motto of 

“we’re here for a good time. Mother
•arth is here for a long time.” April 21 -23 
were filled with set after set of talented 
musicians showcasing their best work 
on five different stages. Headlining the 

venue were big name names such as 
Widespread Panic, who started their 

nusic career in Athens, Georgia, as well 
as Trey Anastasio Band and Ween.

Photos by Seth Willard

an over-the-top appearance.
Music festivals can require 

you to know your place and be 
aggressive. When it comes to 
following guidelines, “in the pit" 
things can get a little shaky. If 
you arc a diehard fan and insist on 
being able to enjoy the concerts 
as well as being able to see, you 
have to be very aware of your 
surroundings and the people who 
shuffle and work their way to the 
front.

No worries when it comes to 
over-using social media because 
now is the time to indulge in 
snapchat. Instagram and any 
live source you can. It’s okay 
to showcase what you’re doing 
when it comes to sharing festival 
activities with your friends. Just 
make sure you’re not yelling in 
the microphone when keeping 
everyone posted on your exciting 
feed.

Most of all. don’t forget to have 
fun. Try every thing and anything 
the festival has to oficr. There 
may be amusement rides, fried 
desserts, colorful drinks and cool

E Connect with Philosophy & Religious 
Studies Alumni & Careers, 

** scan this OR code

Anything that you would have 
questioned wearing on an ordinary’ 
day of the week is acceptable at 
festivals; here is where you can 
always aim to be the oddball. 
There will be a plethora of other 
individuals who will surely have

Mayhem Music Festival will take place on Front Lawn at 5pm
Friday, April 28
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The eighth installment of the “Fast and Furious” franchise premiered April 14 in theaters. According to bizioim 
mm the* maLorc z-»f tha mmiia cnonf i 11J zs in __ ■ n..

Erin Turner 
Staff Wrhhi 

eptuiner@valdosto.edu

"The Fast & Furious" released 
the eighth installment of the 
muscle-car film franchise, leading 
to the question of if this series is 
about quantity rather than quality.

The antagonist is a super-geek 
hacker named Cipher. Her impres
sive hacking ability, in which 
she hacks a whole town’s worth 
of cars, brings feminist relief to 
the film, as ft replaces the typical 
alpha-male dynamic in every oth
er "Fast & Furious” film. While 
carjacking a nuclear submarine

Cynthia Papailler
Sr*n Wnrii 

ilpopoillei@ valdosla.edu

brings thrill to the movie, logic is 
obviously lacking. Though, has 
logic ever been the main goal of 
the "Fast & Furious” series?

The film is action packed as 
well as packed with ridiculous, 
gravity-defying stunts, but it still 
seems to keep the audience's 
attention throughout the movie. 
Dom (Vin Diesel), normally the 
main protagonist of the film, 
took on a different role this time 
around. Dom unfortunately turns 
rogue and partners with Cipher to 
start a “cyberpocalypse."

Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson 
and Jason Statliman take over the 
movie and bring great action and 
excitement where the film dcsper-

Kcndrick Lamar’s third album. 
"Damn ”, features a simple album 
cos er of the rapper standing in 
from a blue brick wall in a plain 
w hue tec and the word "damn" in 
capital red letters, but the 14-track 
album is far from simple

"Damn" is an appropriate title 
due to Ihc reaction ii left on the 
hip hop community and K. Dot 
fans from all around tlic world. 
As expected, ihc album show
cased his ly rical "wordsmanship” 
and storytelling abilities along 
twilit his infamous metaphors and 
controversial views tliroughout 
the album
* According to Reuters, since de
buting at the top of the Billboard 
200 chan. "Damn" is now the 
biggest album to debut in 2017 so 
far selling MB,000 copies beat
ing Drake’s “More Life,’’which 
only sold 505.000 copies the first 
week This is the third time the 
Grammy-winning TDE rapper 
has received a number one on the 
Billboard 200 chart.

"Humble" was the album's 
debut single The track was pro
duced by Mike WiLL Made-lt and 
released with a music video filled 
with religious imagery- mixed 
w nh urban interpretation that was 
directed by Dave Meyers and The 
Little Homies Tl*c song called for 
oilier nippers in Ihc game and all 
those wno apply to be "humble 
and sit down ' "Humble" debuted

at No. 2 on the Hot 100 Billboard 
chart making it K Dot’s highest 
charting song and highest chart
ing hip hop song since Eminem’s 
“Love ihc way you lie."

Many hardcore hip hop fans 
speculate that the track is also a 
diss track addressed to Big Scan. 
With Kendrick Lamar's abrasive 
metaphors, it’s understandable 
why fans w ould assume that 
some of his lyrics would allude 
to someone. "Element" is another 
track where fans believe he is 
dissing another fellow rapper, but 
this lime it’s Drake instead.

Majority of the album packs a 
heavy lyrical punch, but "Loyal
ly” featuring Rihanna and "Love" 
featuring Zacari take a more 
relaxed vibe. Both tracks address 
expectations, insecurities and 
concerns about relationships.

"Duckworth" is the last track 
on the album, and it is based on 
the true story of how Anthony 
“Top-Dawg" Tiflith. the CEO of 
Top Dawg Entertainment, almost 
killed Kendrick Lamar’s father. 
Ducky. The crazy tale compels 
listeners to keep listening to how 
the story unfurls and reveals how 
coincidental K. Doi's existence in 
ihc rap game is.

Overall, the cohesiveness of the 
whole project exemplifies why 
many consider Kendrick Lamar 
to be tlic greatest rapper alive. 
"Damn" meets all the qualifica
tions to be a timeless album and 
needs to be placed alongside some 
of the other greatest hip-hop rap 
albums throughout music history. 
Il is definitely worth a listen and 
a replay.

atcly needs it. When tlicy'rcno: 
onscreen, the film seems to take 
a slight dive. The stunts, liow- 
ever, have become more daring 
compared to the previous "Fast A 
Furious" films.

"The Fate of the Furious," 
overall, is a great film ilvou 
the mood for intense, jam-pack.. 
action or a pointless plot. Thoc; 
the movie isn't really a convex 
lion starter, you might be icmpK 
to driv c your car like Doni once 
the movie is over. The film suc
ceeds in making its audienceM 
forward to another film, wbkhe: 
course is probably already m ihc 
works.

The Spectator I www.vsuspectator.com 
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J have enjoyed my past three years w< 
The Spectator. I came to The Spectator 
sophomore, not really knowing what I 
do with my career. I heard there was a 
on campus I could write for, and I cou 
talented writers. I came on as a web asi 
tor and soon became the head web edi 
became the photo editor, and I'm leavi 
social media editor. I ve learned so mu 
met so many people being a part of th 
team, and I'll cherish all of the good ti 
here. I learned how to be a writer, new 
pher and social media strategist work 
these are skills I will take with me inti 
force. I'm thankful that I was trusted - 
different positions because it really he 
tend my talents and skills. Though I v 
as much this last semester, the skills Ij 
The Spectator helped me get several i 
and even a job position in Philadelpn 
tator has been around long before nr 
at VSU and will be around for many 
leave. I know The Spectator will cont 
great publication and a skill building 
for future blazers to come.

fflit/tA., Social IKcdia, £

My short time with The Spectate 
semester into working as the copy 
tator, I’ve gotten a lot of indispens 
ence, and I feel more confident er 
than I would have without workir 
has been “work,” it hasn’t felt that 
enter the workforce after graduati 
staff with half as much humor an 
The Spectator staff.

As this is the last regular, weekl 
Spectator, I’m so appreciative I bi 
when I did. I know all of the edit 
the digital transition are intellige 
ity to fully take advantage of onli 
Quality journalism, and I wish th

I m also appreciative to all of T 
fed, Cindy and Dr. Miller, for he 
here and preparing me for a care

After transferring from South 
and changing my major twice, b 
I jke a freshman all over again, 1’1 
finally led me to journalism and

As graduation approaches anc 
are stretched out before me, I ki 
gained at The Spectator will heli 
path I choose.
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graduation to be greeted by?Wwith half
as much humor and

regular, weekly print edition of The
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Pregnancy isn’t the end 
You have options.
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waters. According to bizjournals, 
ng from Jan. -Oct. 2016.

pregnancy • ultrasound

;nr years
■ly needs ii. When they're not 
screen, the film seems to take 
light dive. The stunts, how- 
br, have become more daring 
npared to the previous "Fast & 
Hous” films.
The Fate of the Furious.” 
•rail, is a great film if you’re in 
mood for intense, jam-packed 
on or a pointless plot. Though 
movie isn’t really a comersa- 
startcr. you might be tempted 

riv c your car like Dorn once 
movie is over. The film suc- 
is in making its audience look 
rard to another film, which of 
sc is probably already in the

My short time with The Spectator is over. J^stone 
semester into working as the copy editor with e pe 
tator, I’ve gotten a lot of indispensable hands-on expen 
ence, and I feel more confident entering the workforce 
Aan I would have without working here. But,w 1 e 1 
tas been “work,” it hasn’t felt that way. I hope when 
titter ---- > <■

-r«-wior, I'm so appreciative I became a part ^en I did. I know all of the editors who will be Q 
digital transition are intelligent an produce

ty to fully take advantage of online res°u
Quality journalism, and I wish them t e ajvisers, 
Im also appreciative to all of The Spec position 

X Cindy and Dr. Miller, for helping m ^sm 
h«e and preparing me for a careerun p Couege

After transferring from South Geo g fejt
^changing my major twice, being a ju career
^afreshman all over again, I’m glad g 
H led me to journalism and The Sp ^erent roads

As graduation approaches and so manyience 
are Wretched out before me, I know my P hichever

at The Spectator will help me °

I have enjoyed my past three years working at 
The Spectator. I came to The Spectator a timid 
sophomore, not really knowing what I wanted to 
do with my career. I heard there was a newspaper 
on campus I could write for, and I could join other 
talented writers. I came on as a web assistant edi
tor and soon became the head web editor. I then 
became the photo editor, and I’m leaving as the 
social media editor. I've learned so much and have 
met so many people being a part of the Spectator 
team, and I’ll cherish all of the good times I had 
here. I learned how to be a writer, news photogra
pher and social media strategist working here, and 
these are skills I will take with me into the work
force. I'm thankful that I was trusted with so many 
different positions because it really helped me ex- 
:end my talents and skills. Though I wasn't around 
as much this last semester, the skills I learned at 
The Spectator helped me get several internships 
and even a job position in Philadelphia. The Spec
tator has been around long before my time here 
at VSU and will be around for many years after I 
leave. I know The Spectator will continue to be a 
great publication and a skill building organization 
tor future blazers to come.

These last few years at the Spcctator^^^widcd some of the best times I’ve 

ever experienced. I have truly loved being able to help bnng students, faculty, 
staff and alumni unfiltered, uncensored news. I’ve enjoyed every position I’ve 
had at the Spectator such as contributor, circulation manager, photo editor and 
sports editor. Layout nights have been something I’ve looked forward to every 
week for the past two years. Even though they’re often long and stressful, they’re 
also fun and exciting. My favorite part of being on the Spectator staff has been 
the ability to cover VSU Sports. Covering VSU Football’s tnps to the playoffs in 
the last two years, VSU Basketball’s two historic seasons earlier this year and the 
many other great Blazer teams in Valdosta has been fun as well as instructional. 
Meeting and becoming close with coaches and players have been some of the best 
parts about the job. The athletes at VSU are hardworking, talented and often have 
great stories that are worth telling. I have many great memories with all members 
of the staffs I’ve been on such as layout nights, covering Trump's appearance 
at VSU, covering live sports, the sometimes grueling classes, Cindy’s class and 
conferences and award shows. The experiences I’ve had here will have a lasting 
impact on my journalism career moving forward. I would like to thank Dr. Miller, 
Ted and Cindy for always providing journalism, academic and life advice xs well 
as opening opportunities for scholarships, internships and jobs. There are some 
things I won’t miss about being on the Spectator, such as dealing with unruly 
writers, unwilling sources and leaving layout night at 2 a.m. However, I will miss 
spending time with such a fun and hardworking staff like the one at the Spectator. 
I will carry the lessons learned here to the professional world, and I will always 
remember to kick everybody’s butt, while I’m in the newsroom.

My time in college is coming to an end. A week from now I’ll be walking across the stage 
and into my future. My time at VSU was filled with growth. I’m no longer the person I w as 
when I first stepped foot on this campus.

I have learned so much academically and about life in general. I'm thankfuJ.te.j:scr> 
single opportunity I wac able to take advantJge'flf. I he Spectator has been a huge pari of 
my college experience, and I am so proud to have been a part of this. To be a part of the 
very last print issue is both historic and an honor.

I will never forget-the-amazing friends I have made through this experience. The late 
nights spent laying out pages served as amazing bonding opportunities. I would also like to 
thank our advisers for all of the knowledge and inspiration they have instilled in me

Being a part of The Spectator has expanded my knowledge of journalism and teamwork.
I know going digital will be filled with changes, but I am confident it will be amazing. To 
the future leaders of The Spectator, you will do a great job.

Millie an 
Millican
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Th. Littl. Grand Canyon In Lumpkin. G^rgla, has hiking trails, caves and other areas to explore for adventurers.

Valdosta has opti0hs 
for summer activity
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the walking trail provides a 
scenic opportunity for 
along with a hefty leg 
up several flights of 
observation tower.

For those with gas in a 
and 3 few dollars in thejj^ 

a trip to High Springs, F,oy 

to go swimming at Blue Snri 
Park is another option. FoS 

visitors can swim and dive in 
a crystal clear spring, which 
according to Fit Daywork 
lungs, heart and all muscles^

Forthose who love water but 
don’t want to get wet, a shorter 
drive to Reed Bingham State Pan 
may be the better option. For a 
$5 entry fee and $10 rental fee 
visitors can go kayaking amooK 
gators on a water trail through 
forest. According to LiveStrone 
com, kayaking works the back, 
arms, abs, and even the chest.

Another athletic opportunity ai 
Reed Bingham is hiking. A sever, 
mile trek through the woods, on 
an uneven trail can, according to 
goodhiker.com, helps tone the 
legs, improve cardio-respiratory 
fitness and provide a chance to get 
in touch with nature.

Even still, perhaps something 
more challenging is desired. 
Providence Canyon state park is 
roughly a three-hour drive from 
Valdosta, where visitors can hike 
a number of different trails for an 
entry fee of $5. The trails vary in 
difficulty, ranging from a short, 
relatively flat trail, to a long trail 
that warns hikers to bring enough 
food and water for the trek.

If you will be around campus 
during the summer, Reams Field, 
the tennis courts and the front 
lawn will all still be open.

Whether hiking, running, 
swimming or whatever else, there 
is plenty to do in and around 
Valdosta. The end of the semest^ 
does not mean the end of athletw 
opportunities, it just means look
ing to places other than campus 
and thinking outside the box.

Julia Rodriquez 
Managing Editor 

jlrodriquez@valdosto.edu

The end of the semester is 
quickly approaching, and ath
letic opportunities on campus are 
becoming less frequent. However, 
there are still plenty of things 
to do outside to stay active this 

summer.
Many of the activities hosted by 

VSU during the fall and spring se
mesters are free or at a discounted 
price, but the free fun doesn’t 
have to go away just because it s 
summer. There are a variety of 
places to play sports and be ath
letic in the Valdosta area for little 
to no money.

A day at the park is always 
an ideal, free choice, especially 
at Freedom Park, where there 
is much more to do than take a 
walk. With the proper equipment, 
anyone can go disk golfing on 
the course through the woods. 
Disk golfing can improve muscle 
strength, flexibility, endurance 
and heart health according to 
Rawhide.org. Similar health ben
efits can be achieved by playing 
Frisbee in any of Freedom Park’s 
open fields.

The park also has multiple 
sports fields for playing soccer or 
baseball. For those lacking sports 
equipment, there is a small track 
and a trail through the woods for 
running.

The final amenity provided by 
Freedom Park is a dog park. The 
two front sections of the park 
have training equipment, and 
owners can get a workout too as 
they run around with their pets.

McKey Park, which is near 
north campus, has a track with a 
large field in the middle. It also 
features tennis courts, a play
ground for kids and a sand vol
leyball court. Another plus is the 
park is open all night.

Another free athletic opportu
nity in Valdosta is at the Grand 
Bay Wildlife Management Area. 
Although Grand Bay may be a 
regular destination for residents,

Athletes at VSU are subject to the sar
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Do You Know That Philosophy Majors 
Were Top Earners in 2016?

Philosophy majors were projected to be the top-paid 
Bachelor’s degree graduates in 2016, according to 

results of NACE's Winter 2016 Salary Survey.

Athletes, such as Josh Lemons (above) go lh« 
tore starting their regularly scheduled day

cldSs room
The students that have manda

tory appouitnicnis at five or six 
in the morning Tlie students u ho 
start their day when some of us 

arc just ending ours
Wc often forget about our peers 

who put their hearts on the line 
io bring hack championship^ to 
the sacred place that is named 
Titlctown. USA.
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and all that they do Wc forget 
the countless hours that they pm 
in behind the scenes to perfect
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Wc as normal students may 
think wc have a lol going on 
between our classes and extracur
ricular activities, but we often 
forget about our fellow students 

The students that have an entire
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the walking trail provides a 
scenic opportunity for running 
along with a hefty leg work ou’t 
up several flights of stairs on the 
observation tower.

For those with gas in their tank 
and a few dollars in their pocket 
a trip to High Springs, Florida ’ 
to go swimming at Blue Springs 
Park is another option. For $10, 
visitors can swim and dive in 
a crystal clear spring, which 
according to Fit Day, works the 
lungs, heart and all muscles of the 
body.

For those who love water but 
don’t want to get wet, a shorter 
drive to Reed Bingham State Park 
may be the better option. For a 
$5 entry fee and $10 rental fee, 
visitors can go kayaking amongst 
gators on a water trail through the 
forest. According to LiveStrong. 
com, kayaking works the back, 
arms, abs, and even the chest.

Another athletic opportunity at 
Reed Bingham is hiking. A seven 
mile trek through the woods, on 
an uneven trail can, according to 
goodhiker.com, helps tone the 
legs, improve cardio-respiratory 
fitness and provide a chance to get 
in touch with nature.

Even still, perhaps something 
more challenging is desired. 
Providence Canyon state park is 
roughly a three-hour drive from 
Valdosta, where visitors can hike 
a number of different trails for an 
entry fee of $5. The trails vary in 
difficulty, ranging from a short, 
relatively flat trail, to a long trail 
that warns hikers to bring enough 
food and water for the trek.

If you will be around campus 
during the summer, Reams Field, 
the tennis courts and the front 
lawn will all still be open.

Whether hiking, running, 
swimming or whatever else, there 
is plenty to do in and around 
Valdosta. The end of the semester 
does not mean the end of athletic 
opportunities, it just means look
ing to places other than campus 
and thinking outside the box.
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