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CLASS AAA: CAIRO 28, FLOWERY BRANCH 14

Syrupmakers get
sweet redemption

By ROB MORTON
rtmorton@ajc.com

Cairo football is full of
history, some of it the kind
that the Syrupmakers didn’t
want to make. But Satur-
day night at the Georgia
Dome, they made a night to
remember.

The Syrupmakers rode a
dominating second half to
a 28-14 victory over under-
dog Flowery Branch, win-
ning the.-Class AAA cham-
pionship, their third title in
62 years.

The win wiped away all
of Cairo’s bitter memories
of last year’s state cham-
pionship game that saw
Carver-Columbus  snatch
the title away by marching
for a touchdown in the final
minute to win 16-13.

“We left all that behind.
That is forgotten,” Syrup-
makers quarterback Angelo
Pease said. “It’s ours now.”

And it was the right arm
and steady legs of Pease that
paved the way. He teamed
with senior Reginald Bry-
ant’s physical running to
outscore the Falcons 14-0 in
the fourth quarter to break a
14-all tie.

Pease provided the game-
winner with just over eight
minutes remaining by hit-
ting fellow senior J.J. Wilcox
in stride on a post pattern
for a 17-yard touchdown to
cap a 12-play, 71-yard drive.

Cairo’s defense took mat -
ters over after that by forc-

ing a three-and-out thanks
in large measure to two big
plays by Cairo seniors Jake
Elkins and Terrell Perkins.
The Syrupmakers’ offense
then put the game on ice
by churning out 51 yards on
eight rushes, with Bryant
capping it by leaping into
the end zone from the 3.

“We just didn’t have a lot
of [offensive] snaps in the
first half. I think that paid
off in the fourth because I
think we finally wore them
down a little bit)” Cairo
coach Tom Fallaw said.

Flowery Branch (12-
3) controlled much of the
opening half. Junior quar-
terback Connor Shaw con-
nected on his first five passes
to trigger a pair of drives
that netted two field goals
by junior Billy Thompson.

As a result, the Syrup-
makers (14-0) were seem-
ingly on the ropes. But
they steadied themselves
by piecing together a 97-
yard drive late in the second
quarter to grab a 7-6 half-
time lead. Pease capped it
by scrambling to his left
and finding senior Dewayne
Isom in the back of the end
zone for a 19-yard touch-
down pass.

Cairo looked like it was in
control of the game midway
through. the third quar-
ter, when Pease rode a trap
block by guard Blake Young
and ran 79 yards for a touch-
down. But the Falcons
countered on their very next

JASON GETZ / jgetz@ajc.com

Cairo's Montavious Williams (72) holds up the Class AAA
trophy as Syrupmakers teammates exult over their South
Georgia school's third state championship in 62 years. Cairo
finished as runner-up last year after losing a lead in the final

minute.

snap when Shaw hit Chris
Lipscomb for a 69-yard
touchdown. Shaw then hit
Rodriquez Frazier on a two-
pointer to tie matters at 14.
But Cairo’s defense ruled
after that long strike.” The
Syrupmakers held Flowery
Branch to minus-15 yards

on its final nine offensive .

snaps. )

Pease finished with 97
yards on 18 carries while
completing 8 of 14 passes
for 93 yards and two touch-
downs. Bryant finished with

138 yards on 20 carries. Of
the Syrupmakers’ 253 rush-
ing yards, 208 came in the
second half.

Cairo 077 14 -28
338 0 -M

Flowery Branch

FB — FG Billy Thompson 21

FB — FG Thompson 44

C — Dewayne Isom 19 pass from Angelo
Pease (Logan Gainous kick)

C — Pease 79 run (Gainous kick)

FB — Chris Lipscomb 69 pass from
Connor Shaw (Rodriquez Frazier pass -
from Shaw)

€ — J.J. Wilcox 17 pass from Pease (Gain-
ous kick)

C — Reginald Bryant 3 run (Gainous kick)
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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS:CLASS
AAA:CAIRO 28, FLOWERY BRANCH 14:
Syrupmakers get sweet redemption

By Rob Morton
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Sunday, December 14, 2008

Cairo football is full of history, some of it the kind that the Syrupmakers didn't want to make. But Saturday night at
the Georgia Dome, they made a night to remember.

The Syrupmakers rode a dominating second half to a 28-14 victory over underdog Flowery Branch, winning the
Class AAA championship, theirthird title in 62 years.

The win wiped away all of Cairo's bitter memories of last year's state championship game that saw Carver-
Columbus snatchthe title away by marching for atouchdown inthe final minute to win 16-13.

“We left all that behind. That is forgotten,” Syrupmakers quarterback Angelo Pease said. “It's ours now.”

And it was the right arm and steady legs of Pease that paved the way. He teamed with senior Reginald Bryant's
physical running to outscore the Falcons 14-0inthe fourth quarterto break a 14-all tie.

Pease provided the game-winner with just over eight minutes remaining by hitting fellow senior J.J. Wilcox in
stride on a post pattern fora 17-yard touchdown to cap a 12-play. 71-yard drive.

Cairo's defense took matters over afterthat by forcing athree-and-out thanks in large measure to two big plays
by Cairo seniors Jake Elkins and Terrell Perkins. The Syrupmakers’ offense then putthe game on ice by
churning out 51 yards on eight rushes, with Bryant capping it by leaping into the end zone from the 3.

“We just didn't have a lot of [offensive] snaps in the first half. | think that paid offin the fourth because | think we
finally wore them down a little bit,” Cairo coach Tom Fallaw said.

Flowery Branch (12-3) controlled much ofthe opening half. Junior quarterback Connor Shaw connected on his
first five passes totrigger a pair of drives that netted two field goals by junior Billy Thompson.

As a result the Syrupmakers (14-0) were seemingly on the ropes. But they steadied themselves by piecing
togethera 97-yard drive late in the second quarterto grab a 7-6 halftime lead. Pease capped it by scrambling to
his left and finding senior Dewayne Isom in the back ofthe end zone fora 19-yardtouchdown pass.

Cairo looked like it was in control ofthe game midway through the third quarter, when Pease rode a trap block
by guard Blake Young and ran 79 yards for a touchdown. But the Falcons countered on theirvery next snap when
Shaw hit Chris Lipscomb for a 69-yard touchdown. Shaw then hit Rodriquez Frazier on atwo-pointertotie

matters at 14.

But Cairo's defense ruled afterthat long strike. The Syrupmakers held Flowery Branch to minus-15 yards onits
final nine offensive snaps.

Pease finished with 97 yards on 18 carries while completing 8 of 14 passes for 93 yards and two touchdowns.
Bryant finished with 138 yards on 20 carries. Ofthe Syrupmakers’ 253 rushing yards. 208 came in the second

half.
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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS:
CLASS AAA: CAIRO 28, FLOWERY BRANCH 14:
Syrupmakers get sweet redemption

By Rob Morton
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Sunday, December 14, 2008

Cairo football is full of history, some of it the kind that the Syrupmakers didn’t want to make. But Saturday night
at the Georgia Dome, they made a night to remember.

The Syrupmakers rode a dominating second half to a 28-14 victory over underdog Flowery Branch, winning the
Class AAA championship, their third title in 62 years.

The win wiped away all of Cairo’s bitter memories of last year’s state championship game that saw Carver-
Columbus snatch the title away by marching for a touchdown in the final minute to win 16-13.

“We left all that behind. That is forgotten,” Syrupmakers quarterback Angelo Pease said. “It’s ours now.”

And it was the right arm and steady legs of Pease that paved the way. He teamed with senior Reginald Bryant’s
physical running to outscore the Falcons 14-0 in the fourth quarter to break a 14-all tie.

Pease provided the game-winner with just over eight minutes remaining by hitting fellow senior J.J. Wilcox in
stride on a post pattern for a 17-yard touchdown to cap a 12-play, 71-yard drive.

Cairo’s defense took matters over after that by forcing a three-and-out thanks in large measure to two big plays by
Cairo seniors Jake Elkins and Terrell Perkins. The Syrupmakers’ offense then put the game on ice by churning out
51 yards on eight rushes, with Bryant capping it by leaping into the end zone from the 3.

“We just didn’t have a lot of [offensive] snaps in the first half. I think that paid off in the fourth because I think we
finally wore them down a little bit,” Cairo coach Tom Fallaw said.

Flowery Branch (12-3) controlled much of the opening half. Junior quarterback Connor Shaw connected on his
http://ajc.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=HIGH+SCHOOL+FOOTBALL+CH... 12/17/2008
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first five passes to trigger a pair of drives that netted two field goals by junior Billy Thompson.

As a result, the Syrupmakers (14-0) were seemingly on the ropes. But they steadied themselves by piecing
together a 97-yard drive late in the second quarter to grab a 7-6 halftime lead. Pease capped it by scrambling to his
left and finding senior Dewayne Isom in the back of the end zone for a 19-yard touchdown pass.

Cairo looked like it was in control of the game midway through the third quarter, when Pease rode a trap block by
guard Blake Young and ran 79 yards for a touchdown. But the Falcons countered on their very next snap when
Shaw hit Chris Lipscomb for a 69-yard touchdown. Shaw then hit Rodriquez Frazier on a two-pointer to tie
matters at 14.

But Cairo’s defense ruled after that long strike. The Syrupmakers held Flowery Branch to minus-15 yards on its
final nine offensive snaps.

Pease finished with 97 yards on 18 carries while completing 8 of 14 passes for 93 yards and two touchdowns.
Bryant finished with 138 yards on 20 carries. Of the Syrupmakers’ 253 rushing yards, 208 came in the second
half.
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Cairo rallies past Flowery Branch for AAA title

By ROBMORTON
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Saturday, December 13,2008

Cairo football is full of history, some of it the kind that the Syrupmakers didn't want to make. But Saturday night at
the Georgia Dome. they made themselves a night to remember

The Syrupmakers rode a dominating second half to a 28-14 victory over underdog Flowery Branch, winning the
Class AAA championship, theirthirdtitle in 62 years.

Enlarge this image The win wiped away all of Cairo’s bitter memories of last year's state
championship that saw Carver-Columbus snatchthat way by
marching for a touchdown in the final minute to win 16-13.

“We left all that behind. That is forgotten " Syrupmakers quarterback
Angelo Pease said. “It's ours now.”

And it was the right arm and steady legs of Pease that paved the way
He teamed with senior Reginald Bryant's physical running to out-score
the Falcons 14-0in the fourth quarterto break a 14-all tie

Pease provided the game-winner with just over eight minutes
remaining by hitting fellow senior J.J. Wilcox on stride on a post pattern
for a 17-yard touchdownto cap a 12-play, 71-yard drive

Cairo’s defense took matters over after that by forcing athree-and-out
thanks in large measure to pair of big plays by Cairo seniors Jake
Elkins and Terrell Perkins. The Syrupmakers’ offense then put the
game on ice by churning out 51 yards on eight rushes with Bryant
leaping in from the 3

Jason Gelz/jgez@aj “We just didn't have a lot of [offensive] snaps in the first half. | think that

Cairo's WMontavious Williams (72)holdsup  paid off in the fourth because | think we finally wore them down a little

the Class AAAtrophy as Cairoteammates it * Cairo coach Tom Fallaw said

celebrate their 28-14 win over Flowery

Branchinthe Class AAA state final atthe Flowery Branch {12-3) controlled much ofthe opening half. Junior

Georgia Dome Saturday night quarterback Connor Shaw connected on his first five passes totrigger
a pair of drives that netted two field goals by junior Billy Thompson.

Washi i :
* Watieiyon £ Dyandun e As a result. the Syrupmakers (14-0) were seemingly on the ropes. But

isits UGA
iy they steadied themselves by piecingtogether a 97-yard drive late inthe
» Camden Countytops Peachtree second quarterto grab a 7-6 halftime lead. Pease cappeditby
Ridge for AAAAA title scrambling to his left and finding senior Dewayne Isom in the back of

- : f -
« Cairo rallies past Flowery Branch the end zonefora 19-yard touchdown pass

for AAAtitle Cairo looked like it was control ofthe game midway through the third
quarter, when Pease rode a trap block by guard Blake Young and
scampered 79 yards for a touchdown.But the Falcons countered on
their very next snap when Shaw hit Chris Lipscomb for a 69-yard

touchdown. Shaw then hit Rodriquez Frazier on atwo-pointerto tie matters at 14

But afterthat long strike, Cairo's defense ruled thereafter. The Syrupmakers held Flowery Branchto minus-15
yards on its final nine offensive snaps.

Pease ended up with 97 yards on 18 carries while completing 8 of 14 passes for 93 yards and two touchdowns
Bryant finished with 138 yards on 20 carries. Ofthe Syrupmakers' 253 rushing yards. 208 came in the second

half.

Cairo0-7-7-14-28

FB—FGBilly Thompson 21

FB—FGThompson 44

C — Dewaynelsom 19 pass from Angelo Pease (Logan Gainous kick)

C — Pease 78 run (Gainous kick)

FB—Chris Lipscomb 69 pass from Connor Shaw (Rodriquez Frazier pass from Shaw)
C —J.J Wilcox 19 pass from Pease (Gainous kick)

C — Reginald Bryant 3 run (Gainous kick)
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Georgia High School Football Championships

Cairo rallies past Flowery Branch for AAA title

By ROB MORTON

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Saturday, December 13, 2008

Cairo football is full of history, some of it the kind that the Syrupmakers didn’t want to make. But Saturday night
at the Georgia Dome, they made themselves a night to remember.

The Syrupmakers rode a dominating second half to a 28-14 victory over underdog Flowery Branch, winning the
Class AAA championship, their third title in 62 years.

The win wiped away all of Cairo’s bitter memories of last year’s state championship that saw Carver-Columbus
snatch that way by marching for a touchdown in the final minute to win 16-13.

“We left all that behind. That is forgotten,” Syrupmakers quarterback Angelo Pease said. “It’s ours now.”

And it was the right arm and steady legs of Pease that paved the way. He teamed with senior Reginald Bryant’s
physical running to out-score the Falcons 14-0 in the fourth quarter to break a 14-all tie.

Pease provided the game-winner with just over eight minutes remaining by hitting fellow senior J.J. Wilcox on
stride on a post pattern for a 17-yard touchdown to cap a 12-play, 71-yard drive.

Cairo’s defense took matters over after that by forcing a three-and-out thanks in large measure to pair of big plays
by Cairo seniors Jake Elkins and Terrell Perkins. The Syrupmakers’ offense then put the game on ice by churning
out 51 yards on eight rushes with Bryant leaping in from the 3.

“We just didn’t have a lot of [offensive] snaps in the first half. I think that paid off in the fourth because I think we
finally wore them down a little bit,” Cairo coach Tom Fallaw said.

Flowery Branch (12-3) controlled much of the opening half. Junior quarterback Connor Shaw connected on his
first five passes to trigger a pair of drives that netted two field goals by junior Billy Thompson.
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As a result, t.he Syrupmakers (14-0) were seemingly on the ropes. But they steadied themselves by piecing togethei
a 97_-yard drive late in the second quarter to grab a 7-6 halftime lead. Pease capped it by scrambling to his left and
finding senior Dewayne Isom in the back of the end zone for a 19-yard touchdown pass.

Cairo looked like it was control of the game midway through the third quarter, when Pease rode a trap block by
guard Blake Young and scampered 79 yards for a touchdown. But the Falcons countered on their very next snap
when Shaw hit Chris Lipscomb for a 69-yard touchdown. Shaw then hit Rodriquez Frazier on a two-pointer to tie
matters at 14.

But after that long strike, Cairo’s defense ruled thereafter. The Syrupmakers held Flowery Branch to minus-15
yards on its final nine offensive snaps.

Pease ended up with 97 yards on 18 carries while completing 8 of 14 passes for 93 yards and two touchdowns.
Bryant finished with 138 yards on 20 carries. Of the Syrupmakers’ 253 rushing yards, 208 came in the second half.

Cairo0-7-7-14-28

Flowery Branch3 -3 -8 —0- 14

FB — FG Billy Thompson 21

FB — FG Thompson 44

C — Dewayne Isom 19 pass from Angelo Pease (Logan Gainous kick)

C — Pease 78 run (Gainous kick)

FB — Chris Lipscomb 69 pass from Connor Shaw (Rodriquez Frazier pass from Shaw)
C — J.J. Wilcox 19 pass from Pease (Gainous kick)

C — Reginald Bryant 3 run (Gainous kick)
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CLASS AAA PLAYOFFS: CAIRO 42, CARVER-COL. 13

Cairo gets measure of revenge

Syrupmakers roll past Caver-Columbus in rematch of ‘07 title game

By KURT ASCHERMANN JR.

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Saturday, December 06, 2008

Columbus — Cairo hasn’t forgotten a 16-13 loss to Carver-Columbus in the Class AAA championship game
nearly a year ago to the day. They also haven’t lost since.

Class AAA’s No. 1 team used the arm and legs of quarterback Angelo Pease (two passing touchdowns, two
rushing scores) to defeat No. 5 Carver-Columbus 42-13 Friday night and reach the state title game for the second
consecutive season.

Cairo will play Flowery Branch in the state title game next weekend in the Georgia Dome.
“To beat a team that beat us in the championship game, it feels good,” said Pease.

After Carver-Columbus (11-3) capped a 97-yard drive and tied the game at 7-7 on Isaiah Crowell’s 45-yard
touchdown run, Cairo (13-0) took over. The Syrupmakers exposed a soft Carver secondary and put together two
touchdown drives to take a 21-7 halftime lead.

Pease completed 4 of 5 passes for 65 yards on the first drive, culminating in a 6-yard touchdown toss to Dewayne
Isom. Reginald Bryant picked up 20 of his 73 first-half yards on a nifty run down the sideline, leading to Pease’s
20-yard touchdown pass to Chris Adams.

Whatever momentum Carver hoped to gain by receiving the second-half kickoff vanished when Byron Key
mishandled the kick and Cairo recovered inside the Carver 20. Three plays later, Bryant squirted in from 5 yards
out to make it a 28-7 game.

Carver cut the lead to 28-13 on Crowell’s 5-yard touchdown run, but the lightning-quick Pease reached the end

zone twice more. He exploded down the sideline for 76 of his 170 rushing yards to make it 35-13, and broke
several tackles on his way to a 12-yard touchdown that capped the scoring late in the fourth quarter.
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The senior quarterback, who has offers from several Division 1 schools, including Georgia Tech, knows there’s
still work to be done.

“We’ve got one more week to go,” Pease said.
More on ajc.com
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Cairo, Georgia
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Cairo is a city in Grady County, Georgia, United States. As of the
2000 census, the city had a total population of 9,239. The city is the

county seat of Grady County[3].

The city was named for Cairo, Egypt, but its name is
pronounced /'kearou/ (listen).
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Syrup City

Although Cairo is nicknamed the "Syrup City" it has no
relationship with the Karo brand of corn syrup, which is
pronounced like the city's name. Rather, Cairo earned its nickname
by producing cane syrup from the early 1900s through the late
1990s. Of the several companies that produced cane syrup,
Roddenbery's was the best known.

Reflecting this "syrup" heritage, the Cairo High School football
team is nicknamed the Syrupmakers, and the school mascot is the
agriculturally based sugar cane farmer/syrupmaker similar to the
Cornhusker and Boilermaker. According to local tradition, this
began during a rainy football game, when the players wore donated
ponchos with "Roddenbury Syrup" printed on them. The most
widely accepted tradition and the one with the most supportive
evidence claims that a newspaper reporter referred to the Cairo
Tigers in print as "the syrupmakers from Cairo."

The school's female athletic teams are named "Syrup Maids," often
shortened to "Maids," while the male athletes are often dubbed
"Makers." In 1986 ESPN chose "Syrupmakers" as the No. 1
nickname for a high school sports team.

Cairo is in close proximity to great hunting, fishing, and historical
points of interest. The local industrial base continues to grow with
manufacturing, service, and healthcare companies anchoring a
strong economy. The area is also home to several local festivals to
include Calvary's Mule Day, Whigham's Rattlesnake Roundup,
Cairo's own Antique Car Rally, and the most competitive
recreational programs around.
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Location in Grady County and the state of Georgia
Coordinates: 30°52'40"N 84°12'32"W

Country
State
County

| Area

- Total
- Land
- Water

Elevation

Population (2000)
- Total

| - Density

| Time zone

- Summer (DST)

ZIP codes

' Area code(s)

' FIPS code

GNIS feature ID

United States
Georgia
Grady

9.4 sq mi (24.2 km?)
9.3 sq mi (24.1 km?)
0.1 sq mi (0.1 km?)

243 ft (74 m)

9,239
982.9/5q mi (381.8/km?)

Eastern (EST) (UTC-5)
EDT (UTC+4)

31728, 39827, 39828
229

13-12400011
0354934[2]
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Geography

Cairo is located at 30°52'40"N 84°12'32"W (30.877803, -84.208877)41.

According to the United States Census Bureau, the city has a total area of 9.4 square miles (24.3 km?), of which,
9.3 square miles (24.1 km?) of it is land and 0.1 square miles (0.1 km?) of it (0.53%) is water.

Demographics

As of the census!!] of 2000, there were 9,239 people, 3,465 households, and 2,456 families residing in the city. The
population density was 992.0 people per square mile (383.2/km?). There were 3,898 housing units at an average density

of 418.5/sq mi (161.7/km?). The racial makeup of the city was 51.30% African American, 43.99% White, 0.42% Native
American, 0.57% Asian, 0.02% Pacific Islander, 2.80% from other races, and 0.89% from two or more races. Hispanic or
Latino of any race were 5.05% of the population.

There were 3,465 households out of which 34.0% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 41.4% were married
couples living together, 24.7% had a female householder with no husband present, and 29.1% were non-families. 25.4%
of all households were made up of individuals and 13.5% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older.
The average household size was 2.64 and the average family size was 3.14.

In the city the population was spread out with 29.1% under the age of 18, 9.4% from 18 to 24, 27.4% from 25 to 44,
20.7% from 45 to 64, and 13.5% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 34 years. For every 100 females
there were 83.4 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 77.6 males.

The median income for a household in the city was $23,054, and the median income for a family was $30,352. Males had
a median income of $29,063 versus $20,542 for females. The per capita income for the city was $13,759. About 24.4% of
families and 30.0% of the population were below the poverty line, including 41.2% of those under age 18 and 23.4% of
those age 65 or over.

Notable natives

= Teresa Edwards, former professional basketball player and an Olympic Gold Medalist.

= Willie Harris, a member of the 2005 World Champion Chicago White Sox team, current member of the
Washington Nationals.

= Ernest Riles, a shortstop and third baseman in Major League Baseball from 1985 through 1993.

= Jackie Robinson, a Baseball Hall of Fame member and the first person to break the color barrier in Major League

Baseball

Bill Stanfill, a former All-Pro National Football League defensive end.

Mickey Thomas, lead singer of Jefferson Starship

Daryle Singletary, country music singer

Matthew Robinson, older brother of Jackie Robinson and Olympic Games silver medalist.

Bobby Walden, former punter for Pittsburg Steelers and Minnesota Vikings

References
1. ~@brAmerican FactFinder". United States Census Bureau. Retrieved on 2008-01-31.
2. ~"US Board on Geographic Names". United States Geological Survey (2007-10-25). Retrieved on 2008-01-31.
3. ~ "Find a County". National Association of Counties. Retrieved on 2008-01-31.
4. ~"US Gazetteer files: 2000 and 1990". United States Census Bureau (2005-05-03). Retrieved on 2008-01-31.
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Official website Coordinates: 30.877803, -84.208877
City of Cairo from georgia.gov
National Nursery Website

s Cairo, Georgia is at coordinates 30.877803, -84.208877

Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cairo, Georgia"
Categories: Cities in Georgia (U.S. state) | Grady County, Georgia | County seats in Georgia (U.S. state) | United States
communities with African American majority populations

= This page was last modified on 3 December 2008, at 21:56.

= All text is available under the terms of the GNU Free Documentation License. (See Copyrights for details.)
Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a U.S. registered 501(c)(3) tax-deductible
nonprofit charity.
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Cairo, Carver set for state title rematch
CLINT THOMPSON THOMASVILLE TIMES-ENTERPRISE

CAIRO — The Cairo Syrupmakers have waited a year for this opportunity.
Now it’s time to seize it.

In a rematch of last year’s Class AAA championship game, Cairo travels to Columbus’ Memorial Stadium
tonight to play Carver in a state semifinal.

It'll be the Syrupmakers’ first playoff game on an opponent’s home field since the second round of the 2006
season.

“It's a daggum semifinal football game with a chance to go to the state finals,” Cairo coach Tom Fallaw said.
“We don't care where we play. We just want to go play.”

The Syrupmakers also want to avenge last year’s 16-13 loss in their first championship game since 1990.
Though revenge might be a point of discussion for Syrupmakers fans, it wont’ be a motivating factor for the
team.

“Last year’s team and this year’s team are two different things,” Fallaw said. “"That revenge talk and we're
going to do this for the gipper and all that stuff, as soon as everybody hits each other, all that’s gone.

“They’re going to put the helmet on us and we're going to put it on them. Sometimes you can get that
revenge knocked out of you real quick.”

With the chance to play for a state title awarded to the winner tonight, that’s motivation enough for the
undefeated Syrupmakers.

“This is the next game and it doesnt matter who it is, even though they beat us. They were the better
football team last year,” Fallaw said. “We talk about it all the time. Carver was a good football team.

“They beat us. Hopefully, we can be the better football team this year and we can find a way to win.”

Cairo has not won a

playoff game on an opponent’s home field since 1999, having lost to Woodward Academy in 2002 and
Washington County in 2006.

But traveling to Carver doesn’t concern Cairo’s veteran coach. It's a prospect he’s prepared for every
postseason.

“I think you come into the playoffs knowing that your first two rounds are going to be guaranteed at home,”
Fallaw said. “I think you’ve got to prepare your kids, knowing in order to win a state championship, you're
going to have to win some big games on the road, whether it's in the Dome or on somebody else’s field.
That doesn’t change.

“Everybody got disappointed by the coin toss. But come on, that ain’t the football game. It was a coin toss.
The coin toss, we lost it, but I think our kids would go to Alaska to play this game if we had to.”

Notes
INJURED STAR:

There is one Carver defender Cairo won’t have to worry about tonight. According to Carver coach Dell
McGee, injured linebacker Jarvis Jones will be held out of tonight’s game.

“He won't play,” McGee insisted earlier this week. “He got hurt the first round of the playoffs. He got some
pins inserted in his thumb. He could have actually played but it would have been selfish on my part.”

McGee does expect Jones will be able to play in an upcoming high school All-Star game, however, in San
Antonio, Texas.

The Albany Herald: We're All About You!
Click Here To Send This Story From Your E-Mail Program
Main Telephone: 229.888.9300
Look up a reporter's contact information
webmaster@albanyherald.com
Copyright ©2008, The Albany Herald

http://www.albanyherald.com/stories/20081205s7.htm 12/14/2008



albanyherald.com
mailto:webmaster@albanyherald.com
http://www.albanyherald.com/stories/20081205s7.htm

Syrupmakers to run away with title Page 1 of 1

THOMASVILLE

TIMES-ENTERPRISE

Syrupmakers to run away with title
Clint Thompson

December 12, 2008 11:49 pm

— How good are the mighty Cairo Syrupmakers?

They are the top-ranked team in the state.

They feature a team with a plethora of future Division I prospects.

They are a prohibitive favorite today when they tee it up against Flowery Branch in the Class AAA
championship game.

It is no surprise to see the Syrupmakers in the Georgia Dome today.

This team might go down as the greatest Syrupmakers team ever. They’ve already put together the greatest
stretch in the program’s history. After today’s showdown, this year’s Syrupmakers should draw comparisons to
the 1990 squad that finished 15-0 with a defense my managing editor said was the best high school defense he’d
ever seen.

This Cairo team can beat you in so many ways, as Flowery Branch will soon discover.

The Syrupmakers run, throw, pursue, play physical, run faster, coach better and possess the right mindset. As
tempting as it would be for this ultra-talented team to look ahead, it never has.

The Syrupmakers have taken it one game at a time and Class AAA opponents have paid the price.

If Cairo was a no-brainer to be in the title game, Flowery Branch, on the other hand, is complete surprise. Coach
Lee Shaw started the program just seven years ago. That’s astounding in itself.

Undoubtedly, he should be among a handful of coaches to get coach of the year votes. The Falcons may have a
couple of Division I prospects of their own, but they don’t have the experience to keep pace with the speedy
Syrupmakers.

Playing in the Georgia Dome should only enhance the Syrupmakers’ advantage in this game.

Flowery Branch has not played in these surroundings before and is capable of being shell-shocked at any
moment today.

Angelo Pease, Reginald Bryant and Ronnie Wooten are unstoppable with the pigskin and will be on display for
all the state to see today.

The only way Flowery Branch can keep pace is to pound the Syrupmakers’ defense with its bruising fullback,
keeping Cairo’s offense on the bench.

It won’t happen, though. Cairo’s defense is as good as it’s had since the 1990 squad that led the team to its
second state title. The Syrupmakers are due for a title to come back to Cairo. Lets face it, if not for a talented
duo at quarterback and receiver that Carver-Columbus had last year, the Syrupmakers would be going for their
second straight title today.

The Syrupmakers got their revenge last week against Carver, though, knocking the Tigers out of the playoffs.
If revenge was sweet, just imagine what a championship will mean.

It’1l be sweeter.

Cairo 34,

Flowery Branch 14

Record: 36-8

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc.
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Shine interception turning point in Cairo’s championship win over Flowery
Branch

Clint Thompson

December 13, 2008 10:59 pm

— ATLANTA — Cairo needed a spark. A senior delivered it.

Leading 6-0 in the Class AAA final in the Georgia Dome on Saturday, Flowery Branch tried for a big play when it threw a
long pass toward the end zone.

Up jumped Jonathan Shine. The senior snagged intercepted the ball at the 3, swinging momentum in the Syrupmakers’
favor.

Cairo then drove 97 yards for a late first-half touchdown that propelled the it to a 28-14 title-clinching win.

"That interception and the subsequent drive really turned the momentum, I believe," Cairo coach Tom Fallaw said.

Shine added, "I kind of knew they were going to come my way."

Flowery Branch coach Lee Shaw expressed no regrets about going for the touchdown, which came with the Falcons at the
Syrupmakers 31.

"We were coming down here to win this thing," Shaw said. "We weren't going to come down here to play safe and be
happy we were just here. We were trying to win it. When you try to win it, sometimes you roll the dice and it goes your
way, and sometimes it doesn't."

Early on, everything was going the Falcons' way. They employed a ball-control attack on their first two drives, tallying 116
yards. Both possessions ended in field goals, however..

"Flowery Branch did a good job of executing their offense," Fallaw said. "They came out and didn't make any mistakes.
Our defense bent a little bit, but it didn't break."

Shaw added, "Touchdowns would have been better, but we were pretty happy about scoring points and putting the pressure
on them."

The Syrupmakes rose to the challenge, using mostly rushes by quarterback Angelo Pease and running back Reginald
Bryant for most of the 97 yards on their initial scoring drive. It was capped by Pease's 19-yard touchdown toss to Dewayne
Isom.

"We came into halftime and we weren't playing football like we were supposed to be playing," Pease said.

The second half looked more like Cairo football.

Bryant started the second half with a 43-yard jaunt, and on Cairo's next possession, Pease ripped off a 78-yard run up the
middle to give the Syrupmakers an eight-point advantage.

After the Falcons tied the game on a touchdown toss from Connor Shaw to Chris Lipscomb, the Syrupmakers responded
with a couple of touchdown drives in the fourth quarter.

The Syrupmakers capped a 71-yard drive with a 17-yard pass from Pease to J.J. Wilcox. Pease finished with 93 yards
passing and 93 yards on the ground. He also had an interception on Flowery Branch's last play of the game.

Cairo's last touchdown came via the legs of Bryant, who finished with 137 yards rushing. The senior finished off a time-
consuming drive with a 3-yard plunge up the middle.

Flowery Branch, which had early first-half success, was shut down after halftime. Other than the long touchdown pass, the
Falcons were held to minus-1 yard.

"They ran their offense to perfection. They didn't make many mistakes," Cairo defensive coordinator Jeff Littleton said.
"They're a great offensive team.

"We generally start slow, for some reason. I guess that's my fault. But we always seem to bounce back."

Linebacker Jake Elkins delivered the hit of the game on Flowery Branch's Inmani Cross. The bone-jarring hit came on a
critical third down.

Sports editor Clint Thompson can be reached at (229) 226-2400, ext. 233.

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc.
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Syrupmakers win it all
Clint Thompson

December 13, 2008 08:48 pm

— ATLANTA — The Cairo Syrupmakers are no longer second best.

The Class AAA championship trophy is on its way to the Syrup City.

Back in the state championship game for the second straight year, the Syrupmakers avenged last year's defeat
and knocked off Flowery Branch 28-14 at the Georgia Dome to complete an undefeated 14-0 season.

The state championship was Cairo's first since 1990.

"I've been looking for this for a long time with these guys right here and tonight we came out and showed we're
the best in the state," running back Reginald Bryant said.

Linebacker Jake Elkins added, "I can't even think right now. It's unbelievable."

Cairo lost last year's championship game 16-13 to Carver-Columbus. From spring practice to the off season to
this year, that loss served as motivation for the Syrupmakers.

"It was the driving force of the season," Cairo assistant coach Steve Dill said. "Up on our board in the weight
room, we had helmets of every team we've played. We just talked about rivals, region and redemption.
Redemption's kind of the key word for the playoffs for us this year. I think we redeemed ourselves pretty well."
Bryant and Elkins are part of a stellar senior class that tallied a 37-4 record over the past three years. With them
playing their last game as Syrupmakers, it made Saturday's win bittersweet.

"The thing that's kind of sad and got us all a little upset before the game is the realization it's your last time with
these kids," Fallaw said. "These kids have been special to us."

The championship was extra special to Dill, who weeped tears of joy on the Georgia Dome turf.

"I'm just really at a loss for words," Dill said. "My emotions just got the best of me. That's OK. I cried. I'm not

going to complain."

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc.
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Shine interception turning point in Cairo’s championship win over Flowery
Branch

Clint Thompson

December 13, 2008 10:59 pm

— ATLANTA — Cairo needed a spark. A senior delivered it.

Leading 6-0 in the Class AAA final in the Georgia Dome on Saturday, Flowery Branch tried for a big play when it threw a
long pass toward the end zone.

Up jumped Jonathan Shine. The senior snagged intercepted the ball at the 3, swinging momentum in the Syrupmakers’
favor.

Cairo then drove 97 yards for a late first-half touchdown that propelled the it to a 28-14 title-clinching win.

"That interception and the subsequent drive really turned the momentum, I believe," Cairo coach Tom Fallaw said.

Shine added, "I kind of knew they were going to come my way."

Flowery Branch coach Lee Shaw expressed no regrets about going for the touchdown, which came with the Falcons at the
Syrupmakers 31.

"We were coming down here to win this thing," Shaw said. "We weren't going to come down here to play safe and be
happy we were just here. We were trying to win it. When you try to win it, sometimes you roll the dice and it goes your
way, and sometimes it doesn't."

Early on, everything was going the Falcons' way. They employed a ball-control attack on their first two drives, tallying 116
yards. Both possessions ended in field goals, however..

"Flowery Branch did a good job of executing their offense," Fallaw said. "They came out and didn't make any mistakes.
Our defense bent a little bit, but it didn't break."

Shaw added, "Touchdowns would have been better, but we were pretty happy about scoring points and putting the pressure
on them."

The Syrupmakes rose to the challenge, using mostly rushes by quarterback Angelo Pease and running back Reginald
Bryant for most of the 97 yards on their initial scoring drive. It was capped by Pease's 19-yard touchdown toss to Dewayne
Isom.

"We came into halftime and we weren't playing football like we were supposed to be playing," Pease said.

The second half looked more like Cairo football.

Bryant started the second half with a 43-yard jaunt, and on Cairo's next possession, Pease ripped off a 78-yard run up the
middle to give the Syrupmakers an eight-point advantage.

After the Falcons tied the game on a touchdown toss from Connor Shaw to Chris Lipscomb, the Syrupmakers responded
with a couple of touchdown drives in the fourth quarter.

The Syrupmakers capped a 71-yard drive with a 17-yard pass from Pease to J.J. Wilcox. Pease finished with 93 yards
passing and 93 yards on the ground. He also had an interception on Flowery Branch's last play of the game.

Cairo's last touchdown came via the legs of Bryant, who finished with 137 yards rushing. The senior finished off a time-
consuming drive with a 3-yard plunge up the middle.

Flowery Branch, which had early first-half success, was shut down after halftime. Other than the long touchdown pass, the
Falcons were held to minus-1 yard.

"They ran their offense to perfection. They didn't make many mistakes," Cairo defensive coordinator Jeff Littleton said.
"They're a great offensive team.

"We generally start slow, for some reason. I guess that's my fault. But we always seem to bounce back."

Linebacker Jake Elkins delivered the hit of the game on Flowery Branch's Inmani Cross. The bone-jarring hit came on a

critical third down.

Sports editor Clint Thompson can be reached at (229) 226-2400, ext. 233.
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Cairo! Cairo! Cairo!
Clint Thompson

December 12, 2008 11:44 pm

— CAIRO — The Cairo Syrupmakers will be showcased today at the Georgia Dome.

Their community support was on display Friday morning.

As the team departed Cairo for Atlanta, it was cheered on by Syrupmakers fans, young and old, who lined up
outside the school as the buses left at about 11 a.m.

“It’s a big event for the whole community, not just the school,” said Cairo principal David McCurry. “The
whole community has been involved in it. It’s just been great.

“It involves the whole community. Cairo and Grady County take pride in this school and they show it.”
Hundreds of supporters were in attendance as the Cairo student body was given a brief recess to see its football
team leave for the Class AAA championship game, which will be held today against Flowery Branch.

“It’s a way to get the school fired up and it’s a way to let these guys that have been on this field, these players
and coaches, know how much we appreciate them,” McCurry added. “They’ve brought this school a long way.
We’re proud of them and we just wanted to show them that.”

McCurry said early Friday morning that the school had sold a little more than 2,000 tickets, which was slightly
more than last year when the Syrupmakers played at the Georgia Dome in the state semifinals against North
Hall.

“It’s not as many, obviously, when we hosted the state game because of the travel time involved,” added
McCurry, who said the school’s goal was to sell 3,000.

The Cairo football team not only received support from its school and community but also from its rivals to the
east. In the lobby in front of the school office sits a flower sent from Thomas County Central, wishing the
Syrupmakers best of luck in today’s game.

“That just says a lot for how much class these guys next door in Thomas County have. When we’re on the field,
we’re rivals. But when it comes down to it, we’re all together,” McCurry noted.

Cairo’s game is the second of three state championship games to be played at the Georgia Dome today.
Wesleyan and ECI play in the Class A final at 2 p.m. At 8 p.m. in the Class AAAAA championship, Peachtree
Ridge plays Camden County. All games will be broadcast by Georgia Public Television.

“We need as many people as we can get up there. Flowery Branch, they’re basically on their home field,”
McCurry said. “We need as many from Cairo to get up there as we can.”

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc.
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Syrupmakers to run away with title

Clint Thompson
December 12, 2008 11:49 pm

— How good are the mighty Cairo Syrupmakers?

They are the top-ranked team in the state.

They feature a team with a plethora of future Division I prospects.

They are a prohibitive favorite today when they tee it up against Flowery Branch in the Class AAA
championship game.

It is no surprise to see the Syrupmakers in the Georgia Dome today.

This team might go down as the greatest Syrupmakers team ever. They’ve already put together the greatest
stretch in the program’s history. After today’s showdown, this year’s Syrupmakers should draw comparisons to
the 1990 squad that finished 15-0 with a defense my managing editor said was the best high school defense he’d
ever seen.

This Cairo team can beat you in so many ways, as Flowery Branch will soon discover.

The Syrupmakers run, throw, pursue, play physical, run faster, coach better and possess the right mindset. As
tempting as it would be for this ultra-talented team to look ahead, it never has.

The Syrupmakers have taken it one game at a time and Class AAA opponents have paid the price.

If Cairo was a no-brainer to be in the title game, Flowery Branch, on the other hand, is complete surprise. Coach
Lee Shaw started the program just seven years ago. That’s astounding in itself.

Undoubtedly, he should be among a handful of coaches to get coach of the year votes. The Falcons may have a
couple of Division I prospects of their own, but they don’t have the experience to keep pace with the speedy
Syrupmakers.

Playing in the Georgia Dome should only enhance the Syrupmakers’ advantage in this game.

Flowery Branch has not played in these surroundings before and is capable of being shell-shocked at any
moment today.

Angelo Pease, Reginald Bryant and Ronnie Wooten are unstoppable with the pigskin and will be on display for
all the state to see today.

The only way Flowery Branch can keep pace is to pound the Syrupmakers’ defense with its bruising fullback,
keeping Cairo’s offense on the bench.

It won’t happen, though. Cairo’s defense is as good as it’s had since the 1990 squad that led the team to its
second state title. The Syrupmakers are due for a title to come back to Cairo. Lets face it, if not for a talented
duo at quarterback and receiver that Carver-Columbus had last year, the Syrupmakers would be going for their
second straight title today.

The Syrupmakers got their revenge last week against Carver, though, knocking the Tigers out of the playoffs.
If revenge was sweet, just imagine what a championship will mean.

It’1l be sweeter.

Cairo 34,

Flowery Branch 14

Record: 36-8

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc.
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Cairo, Carver set for state title rematch
CLINT THOMPSON THOMASVILLE TIMES-ENTERPRISE

CAIRO — The Cairo Syrupmakers have waited a year for this opportunity.
Now it's time to seize it.

In a rematch of last year’s Class AAA championship game, Cairo travels to Columbus’ Memorial Stadium
tonight to play Carver in a state semifinal.

It’ll be the Syrupmakers’ first playoff game on an opponent’s home field since the second round of the 2006
season.

“It's a daggum semifinal football game with a chance to go to the state finals,” Cairo coach Tom Fallaw said.
“We don’t care where we play. We just want to go play.”

The Syrupmakers also want to avenge last year’s 16-13 loss in their first championship game since 1990.
Though revenge might be a point of discussion for Syrupmakers fans, it wont” be a motivating factor for the
team.

“Last year’s team and this year’s team are two different things,” Fallaw said. “That revenge talk and we're
going to do this for the gipper and all that stuff, as soon as everybody hits each other, all that’s gone.

“They’re going to put the helmet on us and we're going to put it on them. Sometimes you can get that
revenge knocked out of you real quick.”

With the chance to play for a state title awarded to the winner tonight, that’s motivation enough for the
undefeated Syrupmakers.

“This is the next game and it doesn’t matter who it is, even though they beat us. They were the better
football team last year,” Fallaw said. “We talk about it all the time. Carver was a good football team.

“They beat us. Hopefully, we can be the better football team this year and we can find a way to win.”

Cairo has not won a

playoff game on an opponent’s home field since 1999, having lost to Woodward Academy in 2002 and
Washington County in 2006.

But traveling to Carver doesn’t concern Cairo’s veteran coach. It's a prospect he’s prepared for every
postseason.

"

“I think you come into the playoffs knowing that your first two rounds are going to be guaranteed at home,
Fallaw said. "I think you’ve got to prepare your kids, knowing in order to win a state championship, you're
going to have to win some big games on the road, whether it’s in the Dome or on somebody else’s field.
That doesn’t change.

“Everybody got disappointed by the coin toss. But come on, that ain‘t the football game. It was a coin toss.
The coin toss, we lost it, but I think our kids would go to Alaska to play this game if we had to.”

Notes
INJURED STAR:

There is one Carver defender Cairo won't have to worry about tonight. According to Carver coach Dell
McGee, injured linebacker Jarvis Jones will be held out of tonight’s game.

“He won't play,” McGee insisted earlier this week. “He got hurt the first round of the playoffs. He got some
pins inserted in his thumb. He could have actually played but it would have been selfish on my part.”

McGee does expect Jones will be able to play in an upcoming high school All-Star game, however, in San
Antonio, Texas.

The Albany Herald: We're All About You!
Click Here To Send This Story From Your E-Mail Program
Main Telephone: 229.888.9300
Look up a reporter's contact information

webmaster@albanyherald.com
Copyright ©2008, The Albany Herald
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Syrupmakers look to end dominant run on top

Clint Thompson
December 11, 2008 10:34 pm

— CAIRO — This three-year run could be the best in Cairo football history.

The numbers back it up.

“We’re 36-4 in our last 40 games. Show me another time it’s happened,” Cairo coach Tom Fallaw said.

The 36 wins are the most the Syrupmakers have compiled in any three-year period in the program’s history.
Even from 1998-2000 when the Syrupmakers went to the state semifinals at the Georgia Dome three straight
years, Cairo only compiled 32 wins. The only thing missing from this senior class’ impressive resume is a state
title. It gets its chance Saturday when it travels to the Georgia Dome to play Flowery Branch in the Class AAA
title game.

“I would say without a doubt it’s the best run. Now, we need to just finish it off. It would be nice to win this
one,” Fallaw added.

“Even that year when they were sophomores, they were 10-2 and probably six points away from going to the
dome that year against Washington County. We were just a little young and playing a good team on the road.
Since then, though, this team has done a tremendous job in winning a bunch of ballgames.”

This is also the only time in the program’s history that a Cairo team has recorded at least 10 wins three straight
years. The Syrupmakers have also claimed back-to-back Region 1 titles. But the seniors know that a state
championship would validate their claim as the best in school history.

Running back Reginald Bryant added, “It’s important because the whole time we’ve been here, all we’ve
wanted is a championship ring. It’s important to finish it the right way. But, it’s up to us. It’s only up to us.”
Quarterback Angelo Pease said, “It’s very important because this is our last chance at playing high school
football,” Pease said. “For some of these seniors, this is their last time playing football. We’ve just got to come
out together, play hard and win.”

Defensive tackle Montavious Williams noted: “We just want to win. The run is pretty good, but it wouldn’t be
nothing without a state title.”

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc.

Photos

Cairo defensive end Logan Bennett (4) tackles Carver-Columbus quarterback Devin Burns during last week’s
Class AAA semifinal game.
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[Syrupmakers to take on Flowery Branch Saturday
12/10/2008

The Cairo Syrupmakers (13-0) take their second shot at the state
AAA championship in as many years as they face the Flowery
Branch Falcons (12-2) Saturday afternoon at 5 p.m. in the Georgia
Dome. Cairo defeated last year's state champion, the Carver-
Columbus Tigers 42-13 to advance to the Dome, while the Falcons
shutout LaGrange 28-0 to make their way title game for the first
time in school history.

The Falcons feature a potent offense that has scored an average of
over 33 points a game while their defense gives up an average of
just two touchdowns, with one shutout coming last week against
LaGrange. The Falcons opened the season with a loss to Stephens
County 25-28, but avenged that defeat with a 42-21 win in the first
round of the state playoffs over Stephens 42-21. The Falcons’
other loss came to Gainesville 13-27, who lost in the playoffs to
Carver-Columbus 14-28 two weeks ago.

Flowery Branch features a balanced offensive attack led by junior
quarterback Conner Shaw. When Shaw is not completing passes to
receivers, he's handing off to their big fullback, Daniel Drummond
(6'3, 235, Sr.), who scored three touchdowns against LaGrange
last Friday.

"They've hit their stride offensively, that’s for sure, they are
playing very good at the right time," said Cairo coach Tom Fallaw.
The Falcons defense has several returning starters, and they also
possess a very talented special teams unit. "I believe the
foundation of this team is our defense," said Falcon coach Lee
Shaw. "Special teams has once again been a major strength this
year for our team," he added. The Falcons haven't lost more than
two games a season since 2004 when they finished 2-8. Since
then, Flowery Branch finished the 2005 season 11-2, 2006 10-2,
and 2007 9-2 .

Flowery Branch wears red and black, just like the Syrupmakers,
and will be the home team for the season finale this Saturday in
Atlanta.
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By Jerry F. Rutledge - jrutledge@ledger-enquirer.com —
The opponent is familiar — Dell McGee will not soon
forget the Cairo Syrupmakers, the team his Carver
Tigers defeated 16-13 for the GHSA Class AAA football
title last December.

Due to a successful coin toss Saturday morning, the
site will be even more familiar. The Tigers-Syrupmakers
rematch will be in Columbus. The road to the Class
AAA championship game will run through A.J. McClung
Memorial Stadium.

“They know us and we know them. They have 17
starters returning from last year’s team,” McGee said

Sunday, Dec 14, 2008

Saturday morning after winning his second straight coin
toss. “It's going to be a tough football game. I'm just
happy we'll be at home.”

George Washington Carver defensive back Ryan
Campbell came down with the ball for a big interception
late in the fourth quarter to stop a Gainseville drive deep

into Carver territory. Photo/Mike Haskey. 11/28/08

Carver advanced to the playoff semifinals by defeating
Gainesville 28-14 Friday night, with Isaiah Crowell
running for 119 yards and two touchdowns. The Tigers defense also came

up with key stops against a potent Gainesville offense.

Cairo, ranked No.1 by both the AP and the GACA, moved into the semis by Quick Job Search
dusting off Eastside 23-6. This will be the Syrupmakers'’ first playoff road Enter Keyword(s):
game. rd(s):

Cairo, like Carver, utilizes a ground-oriented attack using muitiple backs. The Enter a City:
Syrupmakers had nearly 250 yards rushing against Eastside, with just 80

yards in the air. Select a State:
The Tigers defense, which is without linebacker Jarvis Jones but getting - All United States -
great performances from LeRon Furr, Corey Crawford and its secondary, Select a Category:

weathered the storm of the Red Elephants’ passing attack. .
P " . - All Job Categories -

McGee remembers the strong home support the Syrupmakers got last year
in the championship game, won in the closing minutes by a DeRon Furr run
Advanced Job Search

and a defensive stand.
. S y— Search by Category
He’s hoping the home field will give his team a boost.
“They are going to bring a big crowd. I'm just hoping our crowd comes out and packs the stadium,” McGee said.

The other Class AAA semifinal will have another Region 2-AAA team, LaGrange, playing at home for a berth in the
Georgia Dome finals. The Grangers (11-2) defeated Dunwoody 20-5 Friday night to set up a semifinal match
against Flowery Branch. The Falcons upset No.2-ranked and previously unbeaten Baldwin 35-17.

The AAA final is scheduled for 5 p.m. on Dec. 13.
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bapdog wrote on 12/02/2008 05:00:09 PM:

Cairo fans please remember last year the touchdown that was called back, and the touchdown pass dropped in the
endzone. There was a mysterical offside penalty that allowed a field goal before half time.

This year no help, and a definite beatdown.

Recommend (0) *‘Report abuse

larrylove2 wrote on 12/02/2008 09:00:15 AM:
CARVER TIGERS YOU ALL KNOW WHAT HAS TO BE DONE, THAT IS BEAT THE

FRONT OF THE BEST FANS, TIGER FANS. STAY FOCUSED AND THE YOU WILL
BE WEARING NEW RINGS AFTER YOUR NEXT TRIP TO THE DOME!!! GO TIGERS,
ANOTHER CHAMPIONSHIP FOR COLUMBUS.....

Recommend (0) *'Report abuse

agt6381 wrote on 12/01/2008 06:37:32 AM:
cairo is coming to your house with a vengence and you will go down. we should have beat you last year. the
syrupmakers are going to stick the tigers. we will be AAA champs.

Recommend (0) *'Report abuse

ehrhart wrote on 11/30/2008 09:36:47 PM:

Mr. Rutledge, okay, journalism 101: what's missing from this article? of course! You're taking it for granted that we
all must automatically know what DAY and TIME the game is played, right? C'mon, man... can someone please
confirm whether it's friday?

Recommend (1) *:Report abuse

odowns wrote on 11/30/2008 03:28:55 PM:
carver is a good team and they are going to be cario and balwin was always sorry they only beat carver as a flook

Recommend (1) *:Report abuse
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Carver_Fan_Club_2008 wrote on 11/30/2008 10:38:54 AM:

Carver has my support no doubt! This is a very proud moment for G.W Carver and the city of Columbus not to
mention this will bring in revenue for Cols from Cairo fans. | know Carver can win! Lets go Tigers, Lets go! Lets go
Tigers, Lets go!

Big ups to Edward Pritchett #40!

Recommend (0) *'Report abuse

stillirize2 wrote on 11/30/2008 08:06:37 AM:
oh man, i hope we dont get any poor officating in columbus. i heard they are notorious for it

Recommend (0) **Report abuse

pistolpete wrote on 11/30/2008 07:47:26 AM:
We've heard Coach McGee's call, we need to fill the stands up Friday night to support the Carver Tigers and cheer
them on to the Georgia Dome. GO TIGERS!! We'll be there Friday night.

Recommend (9) * Report abuse
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Carver, Cairo to meet at Memorial

The opponent is familiar — Dell McGee will not soon forget the Cairo Syrupmakers, the team his Carver Tigers
defeated 16-13 for the GHSA Class AAA football title last December.

Due to a successful coin toss Saturday morning, the site will be even more familiar. The Tigers-Syrupmakers rematch
will be in Columbus. The road to the Class AAA championship game will run through A.J. McClung Memorial Stadium.

“They know us and we know them. They have 17 starters returning from last year’s team,” McGee said Saturday
moming after winning his second straight coin toss. “It's going to be a tough football game. I'm just happy we'll be at
home.”

Carver advanced to the playoff semifinals by defeating Gainesville 28-14 Friday night, with Isaiah Crowell running for
119 yards and two touchdowns. The Tigers defense also came up with key stops against a potent Gainesville offense.

Cairo, ranked No.1 by both the AP and the GACA, moved into the semis by dusting off Eastside 23-6. This will be the
Syrupmakers'’ first playoff road game.

Cairo, like Carver, utilizes a ground-oriented attack using multiple backs. The Syrupmakers had nearly 250 yards
rushing against Eastside, with just 80 yards in the air.

The Tigers defense, which is without linebacker Jarvis Jones but getting great performances from LeRon Furr, Corey
Crawford and its secondary, weathered the storm of the Red Elephants’ passing attack.

McGee remembers the strong home support the Syrupmakers got last year in the championship game, won in the
closing minutes by a DeRon Furr run and a defensive stand.

He's hoping the home field will give his team a boost.
“They are going to bring a big crowd. I'm just hoping our crowd comes out and packs the stadium,” McGee said.

The other Class AAA semifinal will have another Region 2-AAA team, LaGrange, playing at home for a berth in the
Georgia Dome finals. The Grangers (11-2) defeated Dunwoody 20-5 Friday night to set up a semifinal match against
Flowery Branch. The Falcons upset No.2-ranked and previously unbeaten Baldwin 35-17.

The AAA final is scheduled for 5 p.m. on Dec. 13.

© 2008 Ledger-Enquirer and wire service sources. All Rights Reserved.
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(LEE MAYFIELD) “‘42 Mayfield Hardware Covington, GA 30209
# KENNETH MCLENDON 2 Route 2 Cairo, GA 31728
GENOVA MEADOWS Mrs. Leon Carlton Route 1 Ochlocknee, GA 3177
¢ JEAN MILLER Mrs. Cecil Merritt 5254 Platt 'Avess..S+Es Gairoy,GA- 381728
» JULIA ANN MITCHELL ﬁrug/zl Mrs. Willie Harrison Route 4, Box 109 GCairof (GAT*31728
PRESTON MITCHELL 336 Buchannan St., S.E. Cairo, GA 31728
EUGENE MUGGRIDGE 198 Northwestern Ave. Oakridge, TN 37830
SADIE NEWBERRY Sadie Bush 740 Fourth Ave., N.E. Cairo, GA 31728
SARA NEWBERRY Sara Williamson Route 2 Cairo, GA 31728
o GERALDINE NORMAN:%;;¢,/- Geraldine Peacock C/o Jim R. Norman
: Rte. 9, Wigginton Rd. Tallahassee, FL 32

¢ JIMMY OATES 1~
DESS OLIVER
TOMMY O'NEAL
HERMAN OUZTS

PAULINE PAGE Mrs. Pat McCorkle Route 4 Cairo, GA 31728
ARCHESTER PEARCE 7P sl Route 4 Cairo, GA" 31728
IRENE PILAND Mrs. Clifford A. Davis 3680 Winbrook Lane Tucker, GA 30084

# MARY PONDER
SANDRA PRINCE

PAULETTE -ROBIN

s
#CAROLYN SELLERS 5742,,/’

Mary Phillips
Sandra Allen

Mrs. Alvin Daughtry, Jr.

1004 Hardwick Circle

3157 Jodeto Road
SRA Box 1728-4

605 Seventh St., S.E.
2602 Winding Way

2 # JIMMY PROCTOR . v 10 7th Ave.,SW, Apt. 9 Cairo, GA 31728
"~ JULIAN RAWLS o o Route 2, Box 470 Cairo, GA 31728
JANE REYNOLD Mrs. Jack Allbright 1115 42nd Street Sacramento, CA 95
JUNE REYNOLDS Mrs. Carlton Hudson 15 Woodview Drive Cartarsville.,-GA~
BOBBY REYNOLDS 620 Little Wekiva Rd. Altamonte Springs
FL, "32701L
® GERALDINE RICH 2 Geraldine Galbreath 100 Hampton Avenue Pickens, SC 29671

Route 1, Crabapple Dr.

Dothan, AL 36301
Rabun Gap, GA 3056
Jonesboro, GA 3023

Anchorage, AK 9950

Moultrie, GA 31768
Valdosta, GA 3160H

Thomasville, GA 31;

Mrs. Wayne Meadows Route 1 Ochlocknee, GA 3177
PHILLIP SHELFER Route 2 Cairo, GA 31728
WILBURN SIMPSON 102 Forest Lake Rd.,NW Eastman, GA 31023
MARGARET STEWART Mrs. Virgil Chason Route 2 Cairo, GA 31728
NEIL STRICKLAND C/o Strickland General
Agency, Inc.,
P 0% '‘Box 129 Norcross, GA 3009]
CAROLYN SUMNER Mrs. Jimmy B. Walker 916 Brookhaven Dr. Valdosta, GA 3160]
MAROLYN SUMNER Mrs. Jim M. Holt 2684 Swiss Lane Birmingham, AL 3527
CHARLES THOMAS Box 82 Elberton, GA 30635
MAXINE THOMPSON Mrs. Paul Daughtry 1404 Glenwood Dr. Thomasville, GA 3l
BETTY JEAN TILLIS Mrs. Walter Coker Route 3 Pelham, GA 31779
< EUGENE WADE Route 1 Ochlocknee, GA 317}
IVA NELL WHIDDON Mrs. Fred Broome 324 12th Ave., N. E. Cairo,. GAYT 31728
# PEGGY WHITFIELR?yaqpf—' Mrs. Donald Walden Route 3 Cairo, GA 31728
? JOHN WIDENER BS 0 Box5403 Cairo, GA 31728
' BOBBY WIGHT 1421 Maryanne Ave. Tifton, GA 31794
® CHARLENE WILLIAMS &— Mrs. James Elkins Route 2, Box 305 Cairo, GA 31728
o BETTY WILLIS Mrs. Betty Wiggins 512 01d Mission Rd. Brunswick, GA 315
e ESTHER WILLIS Mrs. Rodney Lawrence

DECEASED - JEWELL BARRETT
JAMES BUTLER
RUTH MASON
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CLASS OF 1961

November 29, 1986

gélger Aldg%%ge (Patsy)
. . BOX -2 U
Thomasville, Ga. 31799 ,(fgL”/

Auto Sales, Parts, Repairs, Owner

5 Children: Keith - 22
4 Ben - 17

Frances Allen Cox (Wallace)
701 - 3rd Avenue, N. E.
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Margarette Andrews Harrison (Edgar)
Rt. 3, Box 1175
Thomhawille, Ga.. 31792 -TZZVD
Housewife and Bookkeeper ¢ 7
v Children: Edgar - 22

el Ronnie - 19

Peggy (Ingram) and Earl Baggett
Rt. 3, Box 38-B
Oklawaha, Fla. 32679
Serviceman/Florida Power
3 Children: Tracy - 20

Gina - 18

Troy - 8

Larry Baker
R, bBox 478B
Nashville, Ga. 31639

Nancy Baker Beasley (Ben)
2203 Bradford Court
Orlando, Fla. 32806
Artist/Calligrapher
Master Jewelers (part time)
5 Children: Ben - 16

Bill - 13

Patsz Earfield Williams
3

Box
Meigs, Ga. 31765

Frances Barrett Bishop (Laverne)

Route 3
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Doris Barrineau Watford (Eddie)
ool Dolly Tom Drive

p., 0, Box 131

Milan, Tn. 38358

Self-Employed/Precision Communication

Corporation
5 Children: Terry - 20

Pamidine . 19

Robert Bell

6750 - S. W. 106th Street
N. Miami, Fla. 33156
Attorney

Pearl Bell Jordan (I T.)
P. 0. Box 672
Panacea, Fla. 32346

Carolyn Bishop Singletary (Cecil)
Route k4
Cairo, Georgia 31728

Frankie Bonner (Rita)
617 - 3rd Avenue, N. E.
Cairo, Georgia 31728

shirley Ann Boyette Pritchett (Thome
2712 Jacqueline Circle

Moultrie, Ga. 31768 5P
Insurance Secretary /7

4 Children: Dana - 22 70/0 &VA’ j

Traci - 20 =
Dusty - 1 ”//477’
Gabe - 12

George Branncn

Apt. 17, Treeloft Apt.
Williams Street
Valdosta, Ga. 31601

Brenda Brimson Darsey (JOhEQY)
Route 3, Box 218 e
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Executive Advisor/Gadsden Christiar

Academy
Professional Writer/Rebekah Stion

1 Child: Dean - 22

Hudson Brinson (Sshirley)
423 Hansel Street, S. B
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Denny Bryant
Route 1, Box 186A

Whigham, Ga. 31797

Jean (Davis) and Jerry Bryant

2812 Elizabeth Court e, A
Tallahassee, Fla. 32303 //{)f
Jean - Asst. Controller

Jerry - Salesman

3 Children: Dean - 22
Stephen - 18
Matthew - 17



%Busbin VanLandingham Woody (continued)
oute 1 Employee Relations Manager

Quincy, Fla, 2 Children: Brice - 21

Courtney - 1
Kenneth Butler (Karen) i {
Route 2, Box 364

d
Camille Chastain Hedden (Edward)
Cairo, Ga. 31728 /zzjl,,/f” RFD k4

Farmer Carbondale, Ill. 62901
2 Children: Kim - 19

Kendra - 16 E. Culpepper Clark

206 Linwood Drive

Lamar Butler (Gwen) 5o Homewood, Ala. 35209
Route 3 ,7 S
Cairo, Ga., 31728 Larry Cliett (Beverly)
Insurance 4737 Tory Sound Lane

Tallahassee, Fla, 32303
Emelynn Carlisle Odom (Carl) :
3726 Greenbay Dr. Ray Coley

Lawrenceville, Ga. 30245 S.R.A. 6905
Domestic Engineer Palmer, Alaska 99645
2 Children: Lynn - 17
Christopher - 13 Don Conley
2540 Lakebrook Court, N, E,
Nina Faye Carlton Cox (Joe) Doraville, Ga. 30360
Route 3, Box 475
Albany, Gg. 31707 Buell Connell (Leila)
430 Mohawk Drive
Jeff Carter (Patty) Cleveland, Tenn. 37311
555 - 12th Avenue, N, E, State Farm Ins. Agent
Cairo, Gg. 31728 3 Children: Matthew - 13
Kristen - 10
James C, Carter (Janice) Caroline - 5
4245 S, Audubon
Albany, Ga. 31707 Susan Connell Orr
: 1831 Hickory Creek Court
Linda Gail Carter Booth Acworth, Ga. 30101
(James T.) 1 Child: Christopher -~ 5
Route 2, Box 17
Gordan, Ga. 31031 Vernon Cook (Donnell)
_ P. 0. Box 297
Jim Cassels (Janie) Zf() Leesburg, Ga. 31763
Route 4, Box 234 /7 - Insurance Agent
Cairo, Ga. 31728 4 Children: Stephen - 21
- Building Materials Business Dennis - 19
2 Children: Tommy - 16 David - 17
| Tim - 7 , Kandee - 11
 Marian Cassels Walden Virginia Cook Miller (Jack)
- Rt. 4, Box 45-A 4509 West Princiton Street
Cairo, Ga. 31728 Broken Arrow, Oklahoma 74012
| Accounting Secretary
2 Children: Patricia - 17 Dorothy Sue Cox Harrison (J. W.)
Melanie - 15 Route 1, Box 325

Cairo, Gg. 31728
Betty Chambliss Mongin (F. D.)

13 Stillwood Circle East Ronnie Cox (Judy)

Savannah, Ga. 31406 1218 - 20th Street, N. E, JJD
Cairo, Ga. 31728 il

Woody Chapman (Peggy) Sales

25 - 7th Avenue, N. W, 2 Children: Ronnie - 1

Cairo, Ga, 31728 Jessica -



70
n Crew Bell /7 il

'590 - 9th Avenue, S, E.
Cairo, Ga. 31728
Insurance Agent

Glenda Daughtry Herndon (William)
9331 Woodknoll Lane
Jonesboro, Ga. 30236

Patricia Davis Glenn (Carroll)
2277-H Dunwoody Crossing
Atlanta, Ga. 30338

Jerome Dixon (Alice)
Route 3
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Gloria Dollar Knight (Loy)
5069 Hidden Branchzs Drive
Dunwoody, Ga. 30338

Bobbie Jean Durham Hathcock (Mike)
4530 Nantucket Dr,

Lilburn, Ga. 30247

Teacher

1 Child: Ginger - 13

Jerome Ezell
710 - 8th Avenue, N, E,
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Harry Faireloth (Laurie)

Route 1, Box 275B

Juliette, Ga. 31046

Sales Rep./Pitney Bowes, Inc.

3 Children: Todd - 15
Brande - 13
Anna - 8

Janice Fiskus Tillis (John)

1390 - 4th Street, N, W.

Cairo, Ga. 31728

Sales Associate/Belk Retail

3 Children: Debra - 2k
Johnny - 21
Donna - 16

Annette Flournog Powell
Route 3, Box 1987 crd)
Quiney, Fla. 32351 ’7
School bus driver and
Instructional Assistant for
trainable handicapped children
4 Children: Sherryl - 23
Shirley - 22
Connie - 15
Cassie - 13
Grandsons: Joshua - 15 mos.
Matthew - 1 mo,
Beau - 7 mos,

Don Frazier (Frankie) Z(D

762 Circle Drive /7 g

Gainesville, Ga. 30501

Salesman

2 Children: Angela - 18
Christopher - 16

Louise French Anderson (Jim)
332 Broad Acre Drive
Dalton, Ga., 30720

Lewis Gainey (DeLois)

135 Cedar Creek Drive

Athens, Ga, 30605
University of Ga./Track Coach
2 Children

Bryant Garland

P, 0, Box 92

Donalsonville, Ga. 31745

Livestock Market/Operator

2 Children: Alisa - 21
Angela - 18

Linda Garland Stringer (Fred)
Route 4

Cairo, Ga. 31728

Clerk/Kate & Elmer's

2 Children:

Sammy George (Julia)
907 - 4th Street, N. W.
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Frank Giddens (Gloria)
13210 - 111th Lane North
Largo, Fla. 33544
Vice-President/Bay Area Mechanical
3 Step-Children: Toni

Tommy

Tracy

Gaynelle Hall Walters (Frank) i
2330 Plymouth Lane o
Norcross, Ga. 30071 7 “////‘
Secretary/Accounts Receivable
2 Children: Alisa - 20

Angela - 18

Darrell Halstead (Wanda) 0/0
Rt. 3, Box 107 /7‘,,/
Leesburg, Ga, 31763
Manager of ToLee Plantation
3 Children: Jackie - 21

Pam - 18

Steve - 1k



y Hancock
500 Columbia St,.
South Pasadena, California 91030

Daniel Hancock
111 Boren, Apt., 405
Seattle, Washington 98101

Roger Hand
27545 Trail Ridge
Canyon Country, Calif., 91351

Janis Harrell Thompson (Stanley)
2017 West Broad Street
Albany, Ga, 31701

Larry Harrell (Gilda)
Route 1
Whigham, Ga., 31797
Professional Mechanical Engineer
3 Children: Timothy - 20

Lisa - 16

Benjamin - 1k

Grace Harrison Hunter (Billy)
1501 Arnal Street
Tallahassee, Fla, 32303

Gloria Ann Harvey Page (Paul)
525 - 9th Avenue, N. E.
Cairo, Ga. 31728

John Harvey

c/o Annie Sue Harvey
525 - 9th Avenue, N. E,
Cairo, Ga. 31728
Janitor

Mary Frances Hayes Ross (Robert)

1615 Vista Road o°

Jacksonville, Fla, 32226 '7 —

Housewife

2 Children: Kimberly - 21
Rhonda - 17

1 Grandson: Christopher - 1 yr.

Shelby Hickey (Mary Sue)
Route 2, Box 62
Pelham, Ga. 31779 ’7 e
Tool Distributor
2 Children: Len - 14

Davis - 6

Larry Higdon (Kay)

Hadley Ferry Road

Cairo, Ga. 31728

Grocery Business

2 Children: Katy
Nat

Fred Hinson (Grace)
7105 Hanson Drive, North
Jacksonville, Fla, 32210

Nelda Horton Snelgrove
9731 Birsay Street
Spring, Texas 77379

Suzanne Hurst Taylor - DECEASED

Neal Johnson
Route 1
Cairo, Ga, 31728

Nancy Joiner Beasley (Leslie)
1230 - 1st Street, N, E,
Calro, Ga., 31728

Elaine Kelly Merritt (Kater)
276 Timberlane Road
Tallahassee, Fla. 32312

Legislative Analyst/The Florida Senate

3 Children: Timothy - 25
Thomas - 24
Tammy - 21

Elaine Kinchens Harris (Don)
265 Oak Lake Drive
Martinez, Ga. 30907 ’77 +4E
Sales Associate/J. B, White
2 Children: Phillip - 23
Stephen - 19

Ellen Mason King (Bill) 70
Gatlin Creek Road '7 L
Thomasville, Ga. 31792
Records Clerk/Central High School
3 Children: Gordon - 16
Carlyle - 12
Julianne - 10

James L. Massey (Sue Ann)
99 Road Hill Road
Greenwich, Conn, 06830
Sclomon Bros. Brokerage Firm
2 Children: Vaughn - 10

Lee - 8

Jeanette Mathis Palmer (Robert)
2504 Twin Lakes Drive
Bainbridge, Ga., 31717

Annette Maxwell Lodge (Frank)
Route 2
Whigham, Ga. 31797



r R. Maxwell

O, Box 231
Bellaire, Texas 77401
Engineering Consultant

Betty Maxwell Phelps (Dewey)
Magnolia Drive
Cairo, Ga, 31728
Teacher
2 Children: Angie
Heath

Billy Maxwell
2839 Rene Beauregard
Baton Rouge, La, 70820

Max Mayo
470 Pondarosa Drive
Athens, Ga. 30605

Buteh Miller
P .1 S eBox 701
Dublin, Ga.

Sarah Minter Timmerman (Ed)

Rt. 1, Box 441

Cairo, Ga. 31728

Teacher/4th Grade/Northside

Elementary School

2 Children: Frank - 21
Sr./Valdosta State
Miriam - 18
Fr./Shorter College

Dennis Murphy (Eleta)
700 Nile Drive
Alpharetta, Ga. 30201
Owner/United Tape Company
2 Children: Shannon - 16
Ashley - 12

Betty Nixon Horton (Jr.)
Route 1, Box 333
Cairo, Ga., 31728

Dawson Nixon (Barbara) x°

358 Kensington Court ,1 ’

Palatine, Il1l, 60067

VP/Sales & Marketing

2 Children: Michael - 12
Jeffrey - 5

Clara Nell Norton Bearden (Herman)
481 N. MeDonough Road
Griffin, Ga. 30223

Carole Sumner and James QOates 6@ 7
561 - 9th Avenueé - [k%//’~ﬁ

Cairo, Ga. 3172 Qj%f%i/}

Carole & James (Continued)
Carole - Homemaker
James - Service Mgr./Ryder Truck
Rental
2 Children: Billy - 12
Robin - 7

Faye Pearce Mitchell (Alvin)
Route 3

Cairo, Ga. 31728

Ken Pearce (Alice) 7 17,9
2100 So. Conway Rd., Apt. B-1
Orlando, Fla, 32806
Band Director/Edgewater High School
3 Children: Scott - 21

Brent - 18

Amy - 16

Charlotte Phillips Kirkland
3604 East Third Street
Springfield, Fla. 32401

Ann Ponder Sumner (Ray)
Route 1, Box 324A
Sylvester, Ga. 31791

Ronnie Ponder
Box 17D, Rt, 2
Metter, Ga. 30439

Tommy Pyles (Gloria) 2
7716 Bass Ridge 74
Tallahassee, Fla. 32312
Manager Centel

1 Child: Scott - 14

Jackie Reagan Eistrunk (Edward)
Route 2, Box 2
Auburn, Ala. 36830 T
VP/E. H. Sistrunk Trk., Inc.
3 Children: Harris - 18

Blair - 16

Melanie - 13

Faye Reynolds Miller (Jimmy)
410 - 1st Avenue, N, E,
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Mercer Richter
722 North Broad Street
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Von Richter
Route 3
Ashburn, Ga.

Carol Ann Sadler Braswell (Ray)
1134 West Jefferson Street

Quiney, Fla, 32351



Linda Sadler Lacy (Douglas)
Route 4, Box 17-58
Cairo, Ga, 31728

Jim Scarbrough (Marilyn)

P. 0. Box 799 rb

Cairo, Ga. 31728

State Farm Insurance Agent L5

2 Children: Jimmy - 15
Patrick - 12

Elizabeth Scully Radney (Gene)
Rt. 2, Box 257
vairo, Ga, 31728
Property Appraiser for Tax
Assessor's, Thomas County
2 Children: Ronnie - 11

Roy - 5

Richard Sellers
13296 Island Road
Fort Meyers, Fla, 33905

Pat Sholar Hozey (Ira)
Main Street
Wrens, Ga. 30833

Sandra Shull Luke Jones . (Cecil)

310 Claire Drive
Thomasville, Ga. 31792

Ronald Singletary (Ann)

5304 Goldmar Drive

Birmingham, Al. 35210

Accountant

1 Child: Leslie - 7

Bob Stewart (Pat)

115 Twin Acres

Thomasville, Ga. 31792

Construction

2 Children: Michael - 19
Steven -~ 15

Faye Taylor Smith (Harry)
13314 Villa Park Drive
Round Rock, Texas 78664

Jackie Taylor Allen
P. 0, Box 204
Sale City, Ga. 31784

Arthur Thomas

Route 4
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Leverne Thomas Turner (Sydney)
Route 1
Ochlocknee, Gga, 31773 , J

4

[}

, L

Mary Ann Thomas - DECEASED

Faye Thomaston Kirkland
1612 Lindenwood Drive
Panama City, Fia. 32405

Ann Thompson

c/o Ga, Bsptist Hospital
300 N. E. Blvd,

Atlanta, Georgia

Tony Tilley
7119 Prellis Street
Jacksonville, Fla., 32210

Joyce Tillis Lee (Kenneth)
321 S. Fayetteville Street
Clayton, N, C. 27520
Nurse : 71///’
2 Children: Ken - 23

Lisa - 20

Bobby Turnbull (Patsy)

Route 4, Pox 262

Cairo, Ga., 31728

U AR D P

2 Children: Nina - 19
Jarrett - 16

Ellen Turner Wade (Gene) &0
Rt. 1, Box 85 ’7 _
Ochlocknee, Ga. 31773
Administrative Assistant/Medical
Records Dept./Archbold Hospital
2 Children: Richard - 24

Pamela - 22

Virginia Vann Ansley (Benny)
Rt. 2, Box 189
Camilla, Ga. 31730

James Vick, Jr,
208 Elizabeth Avenue
Albany, Ga., 31705

Edwin Vickers (Cheryl)
2716 Sam Road
Jacksonville, Fla., 32216
Letter Carrier/U.8, Postal Service
2 Children: Bradley - 14
Kelly - 9

Ruth Vickers Sangster (Paul)
1121 - 4th Street, N. E.
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Paul Voyles
229 Nandina Drive
Moultrie, Ga. 31768



4
une Walker Phelps (Keith)
3620 Loma Farm Road
Tallahassee, Fla, 32308
Registered Nurse
2 Children: Shawn - 19
Kirsten - 15

Susan West DeBlase (Ronald)
glthhomas Avenue
ochester, N. Y., 1361 )¢
Homemaker, goRA 7j§/’
4 Children: Frank - 19
Bridget - 16
Billy - 6
Tommy - 3

Raymond Wheeler

c/o Rev, Sidney Wheeler
Box 381

Gordan, Ga, 31031

Leverne Whigham (Lucretia)

Route 2, Box 448

Cairo, Ga. 31728

Production Control/Ithaca

Industries, Inec,

2 Children: Shannon - 17
Lesli - 11

FBmmett White (Phyllis) 04)

REY 3, Box g’+ - B

Thomasville, Ga. 31792

Electronic Technician Sr,

2 Children: Chris - ‘18
Spence - 15

Ronald Widener (Elaine) D/D
e

Slash Avenue, N. E,
Cairo, Ga. 31728 ’7
Insurance Agent

Richard Wight (Anita)

436 Castleaire Drive

Stone Mountain, Ga. 30087

Market Research/Southern Co.

Services

2 Children: Karen - 15
Emily - 11

James Wilcox (Sheran)
PO, L Box 515

Metter, Ga. 30439
Supt. of Schools

1 Child: Garrett - 1k

Jack Williams (Kathy)

P 0. Box 402

Cairo, Ga, 31728

General Mgr./Pallets South
1 Child: Matt - 14

Elaine Wilson Sasser (Earl)
411 ~ 11th Avenue, N. W,
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Cairo Banking Company Employee

Glenda Wynn McCorkle (Jack)
RFD 4

Calro, fra. 31728

Employed at Walmart

4 02

o

/



Alex Aldridge

Happy Penny Foods

Thomasville, Geqrgia, 31792

Frances Allen

(Mrs. Lewis Wayne)
Route #4 Box 183-A
Ca1ro Geo gia, 31728

Mary A]len
(Mrs. J. Stan Cross, Jr.)
Route #5, Box 131

Gopway, South Carolina, 29526

Jackie Andrews
801 Proclamation Drive
Tampa, Florida, 336]2

Betty Jean Ansley
(Mrse Ponder)
3765 Scotts Mill Run -
Duluth, Georgia, 30136

Viola Baggett

(Mrs. Herschel R. Moore)
4737°5.%. 19th 5t.

Del City, Oklahoma, 73115

Ray Barrett

c.0. Mrs. Emory Barrett
Route #1

Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Glynell Bond

(Mrs. Buddy McKenzie)
Route #2 Box 720
Camilla, Georgia, 31730

Gloria Jean Brinson
(Mrs. Henry Andrews)
Route #4

Cairo, Georgia, 31728

‘Linda Brookins

~ (Mrs. Tommy Wells)
Route #2

Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Faye Bullock

(Mrs. R. L. Brannon)
5865 Singleton Road
Norcross, Georgia, 30093

Elva Busse
(Mrs. E. E. Scholes)
D/CS, HQS, 3d US Army
Ft. McPherson, Georgia, 30330

/9¢0

Blanche Butler

(Mrs. Gene Kobby)

P. 0. Box 284

Camilla, Georgia, 31730

D. Kenneth Butler
310 Grady Street, S.E.
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Sara Jane Butler
(Mrs. Wayne Cannon)
« Route #3 Box 246-A
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

\Wayne Cannon
v Route #3 Box 246-A
Cairo, Georgia, 3

Nell Carter Hall
349 Maxwell Drive
Cairo, Georgia; 31728

Lucretia Chason

(Mrs. Laverne Whigham)
Route #4

Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Marilyn Clark

(Mrs. Wilburn Simpson)
Fourth Avenue

Eastman, Georgia, 31023

Bobby Collins
1889 Maxine Lane
Douglasville, Georgia, 31035

Leland Collins
634 N. Henry Street
Glennville, Georgia, 30427

Elbert Connell
, Ferry Lake Road

Route #4, Box 660
ifton, Georgia, 31794

Ann Connell Fulford
8. Brenda Clotfelter

6th Street_ South,

Virginia, 22041

hurechiy;
Jimmy Cook
~ Route #2 Box 141
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Esther Cosper

(Mrs. R. Wayne English)
Route #1, Box 61A
Milner, Georgia, 30257




ewitt Craven

Route #5,

1612 Ashurst Drive
Valdosta, Georgia, 31602

Travis Crawford
Route #2
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Bobby Crosby
Stewart Road
Thomasville, Georgia, 31792

Betty Jean Curby
(Mrs. Pete Piper)
Route #2, Box 409
i nt, Alabama, 36272

Jeanette Cutchens

(Mrs. Huneycutt)

Second Franklin Street
Wadesboro, North Carolina, 28170

Clara Dalton

(Mrs. David Halstead)
Route #1 Box 75
Sylvester, Georgia, 31791

Johnny Darsey
Route #3 Box 218 ,
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Kenneth Daughtry
1345 Ninth Avenue, N.E.
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Billy Davis
Route #4
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Glenda Davis

(Mrs. Earl Coker)

Route 2

Whigham, Georgia, 31797

Martha Dixon

(Mrs. Billy Granger)
Route #2

Pelham, Georgia, 31779

Sonja Dollar
Route #2
Ochlocknee, Georgia, 31773

Thelma Donalson

(Mrs. Arthur Carlton)
1942 Michelle Lane
Lakeland, Florida, 33803

Marinell Giles Ezell
(Mrs. James Powell)
Route #1, Box 247
McRae, Georgia, 31055

John Huey Faulk
145 Patterson Road
Griffin, Georgia, 30223

Bobby Fiskus

c.0. Mrs. Nellie Kate Fiskus
643 Ninth Avenue, S.E.
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Fred Forsyth
5750 Blackthorn Road

cksonville, Florida, 32244/

Willie Drew Gee
v Glenview Drive, N.E.
Rome, Georgia, 30160

Louise Gillespie Lewis
54 Evans Drive
S,

71953

Ken Gilliard
c.o0. Gilliard's Store
Route #2

Pelham, Georgia, 31779

Donald Goff
11722 Park River Road
Houston, Texas, 77070

Lannis Green
Horseshoe Bend
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Council Hall

1502 S.E. 19th Terrace
Coralwood

Fort Myers, Florida, 33904

James 0dis Hall
Route #2, Box 154
Dalzell, South Carolina, 29040

Angela Hancock

(Mrs. Art Williams)
447 McDaniel Street
Monroe, Georgia, 30655

Charles Daniel Hancock
7343 Eighteenth Avenue, N.E.
Seattle, Washington, 98115



anice Hancock

(Mrs. Pope Mobley)

Route #1 Box 18X

Whigham, Georgia, 31231///
Ray Harrison

«~ P. 0. Box 26 \

Meigs, Georgia, 31765

Sandra Harrison

(Mrs. John Carroll)
Route #1

Pelham, Georgia, 31779

Louise Hartley

(Mrs. Robert Turner)
997 Gainer School Road
Athens, Georgia, 30605

Pat Herring
.~ P. 0. Box & /53
Calvary, Georgia, 31729

Rod Hester
; 2867 Habersham Road

anta eorgia, 30305

Billy Joe Hicks

Box 111 St. George Island
astpoint, Florida, 32328

Jimmy Hicks

519 E. Jefferson

omasville, Georgia, 3179

" \’

Meda Ann Howard

(Mrs. Durrell A. King)

~ 204 Forest View Drive

Donahue Humphries
~ Route #2
Pelham, Georgia, 31779

Juana Hurst

(Mrs. Ernie Groover)

4400 43rd Street S.

St. Petersburg, Florida, 33711

Zebeline Ingram
(Mrs. Edwin Prince)

501 Minnesota Avenue
Lynn Haven, Florida, 32444

Havelock, North Carolina, 2853%

7" 123 Nottingham Drive

///’];/,,,_——i—n_m;‘Auiﬂnu\x\x\\

ary Jenkins Worley

-~ 1000 University Blvd., Apt. F-3
Kingsport, Tennessee, 37660

Jan Johnson

(Mrs. Philip A. VanVlack, III)
2 Indian Hi1l Road

Winnetka, I11inois, 60093

“Pavid Pat Johnston——\\\\\\
Riverwood Lane, Apt 3600-A

Roswel] Georgia, 30076

Frank Jones
Bentwillow Drive
Lilburn, Georgia, 30247

Leonie Jones
Route #1 Box 35
Pelham, Georgia, 31779

Mary Ellen Kinchen Campbell
1234 Reynolds Road
Sunshine Village, Lot 141
Lakeland, Florida, 33801

Olivia Layton

(Mrs. Lawrence Hampton)
621 Grady Street
Pelham, Georgia, 31779

Dorothy Lee

(Mrs. Robert McNair)

Route #2, Box 757
Bainbridge, Georgia, 31717

“Kenneth Lee
321 S. Fayetteville Street
Clayton, North Caroli

520

Joyce Lunsfor
(Mrs. Jerry Strickland)

Brunswick, Georgia, 31520

Y
(Mrs. Burdell Horton)
1713 E. Washington Street
Thomasville, Georgia, 31792

Bonnie McDaniel
(Mrs. Leonard Fuller)
deceased October 18, 1983



PPRandall McGlamery
Route #1, Box 336-B
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Evelyn McKown

(Mrs. Buster Bell)
Route #1 Box 385
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

/ Carolyn McLaney
 (Mrs. Billy McGlamery)
¥ 2900 Shamrock North

Tallahassee, Florida, 32308

17dred Maddox, P. 0. Box 144
“ (Mrs. Lamar Strickland)
C rgia, 31729

Buck Maxwell
v Route #6, Box 190
Sylvania, Georgia, 30467

Gerald Maxwe
301 Fairchild Avenue
San Antonio, Texas, 78236

Lee Maxwell
Calvary, Georgia, 31729

Ray Maxwell

(Major Donald R. Maxwell)

3 Walker Avenue

Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, 66027

Pat Mercer Jackson
507 Berke]ey Drive

Evelyn Mobley
(Mrs. Harold Tull)
18309 18th Terrace N.
Independence, Missouri, 6405

Lois Mobley
(Mrs. Morris Lodge)
Route #3 Box 1322

Pelham, Georgia, 31779

Brenda Morrell
(Mrs. Allan E. Lewis)
1162 Knobb Hill Drive
Jacksonville, Florida, 32221

Geo. Eddie Morrison
P. 0. Box 694
Greenville, Georgia, 30222

a, 29461

Carl Odom
3726 Green Bay Drive
Lawrenceville, Georgia, 30245

Bobby Palmer
1502 Pineland Drive
Bainbridge, Georgia, 31717

John Palmer
502 Creek Side Court
Albany, Georgia, 31702

ibby
(Mrs. Wallace Sholar
Route #2
Cairo, Georgia, 31728{

Shirley Palmer

(Mrs. David Milton)
Route #1, Box 174 CA
Shellman, Georgia, 31786

Glinda Ponder

(Mrs. Thomas Musgrove)
Route #6 Box 779

Live Oak, Florida, 32060

Benny Prince
v Route #2
Cai Georgia, 31728

Rebecca Reagan
(Mrs. Alex MclLendon)
450 Berkeley Farm Road
Summerville, South Carolj

, 29483

Linda Reynolds

(Mrs. C. A. Rice)

P 0. Box 332

Cown Drive

Loganville, Georgia, 30249

atsy Rich
/ (Mrs. Fariss Gunter)
Route #5 Box 272

Moultrie, Georgia, 31768

///’r}ommy Ridley

c.0. Mr. Ralph Ridley
125 Lee Road
Melbourne, Florida, 32901

e

~Harry Watts)
ourth Avenue, N.E.
Cairo, Georgia, 31728



san Slaton
(Mrs. Steve Wright)
pP. 0. Box 56
Crestsbury, Vermont, 05287

Delanous Smith
(deceased)

atsy Smith
(Mrs. Billy Davis)
Route #4

airo, Georgia, 31728

Roger Snipes
312 Third Avenue, S.E.
i Georgia, 31728

Neal Stephens
. Cascade Drive £J73
Tallahassee, Florida, 32304

Martha Stewart

(Mrs. J. M. Roland)
Route #2 Box 442
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Lamar Strickland
vP. O. Box 144
vary, Georgia, 317
Linda~Jde~Ilaylor Hermanowski
Route #4, Box 185-C

Moultrie, Georgia, 31768

L

ye Thomas

_ (Mrs. James Hooks)
380 Green Street East

Pelham, Georgia, 31779

Tommy L=
1215 Petersburg Road
Burlington, Kentucky, 41005

Sidney Turner
Route #1
Ochlocknee, Georgia, 31773

Natholyn Vickers

(Mrs. Ira [Sonny] Lee, Jr.)
Route #4

Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Roy L. Walden
Route #2, Box 322
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Herman Warren
1242 Mt. Vernon, Unit 8-D
Grand Terrace, California, 92324

Sharon Warren
(Mrs. Buddy Rhodes)

Sandra Webb
(Mrs. Carlos Barrett)
P O NBox 612

Havana, Florida, 32113

Twila Webb

(Mrs. Johnny Bearden)
Route #1

Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Annette Whigham

(Mrs. Donald Bell)
Route #1, Box 287
Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Nell Whigham

(Mrs. Darrell Smith)

800 Penman Road

Neptune Beach, Florida, 32233

Jean Whitfield

(Mrs. Fred Cutchens)

624 Periwinkle Court

Sumter, South Carolina, 29150

Al Wight
c.0. Wight's, Inc.
P. 0. Box 360

Cairo, Georgia, 31728

Sadie Wilson
(Mrs. Thomas D. Voyles
Route #1, Box 396

airo, Georgia, 31728

Art Williams
447 McDaniel Street
Monroe, Georgia, 30655



CATIRO HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1945

. ) I
Mrs. Harold Ragan (Marjorie Aldridge) ¢ﬁﬁﬂ ;W JF

21296 Crine Blvd.

Cairo, Ga. 31728

Mrs. Eugene Halstead (Wylene Barrett)
Rre, 1
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Mrs. R. G. Williams, Jr. (Ruby Barrett) LﬁA{ &
Calvary, Ga., 31729

Robert F. Barton 4 e 3&
Rt.l Box 20-A s
Meigs, Ga. 31765

Mrs. Odell Waldron &Qf%thfiﬂmﬁ%—“
RT, 2
Pelham, Ga. 31779

Mrs. Phillip Burge (Cecelia Bowen)

8295 Donna Beth 2
West Covina, Calif. 91791 °

Rev. Hugh Lee Brinkley

Rtl 1 BOX 3 ) )
Whigham, Ga. 31797 i

P

Mrs. L.K. Thompson (Claudia Brown)
t2 Boy 33
kﬁ¢uﬂ242 %&“237#7

Mrs. David I. Dixon (Juanita Bryant)

Ben Bussey (deceased)

Mrs. E.A. White (Naomi Carlton) ?»-g'
Rti2

Cairo, Ga. 31728

Christine Cassels (Deceased)

g§86 N ggrper (Eris Chason)

Miami, gla. 3319 b i

Dr. Gerald Cutchens .

265 Fairfield Dr. o 0

Ellenwood, Ga. 30049 u
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Class of ‘45§

Mrs. Vera Hunter (Vera Bizier)

T
a8%r8thcdves; 545 7

Mrs. Franklin Tyus (Margerat Elkins)
Smallee St.

Alm' Gau

"

Mrs. Roy Hancock (Mattie Fain)
1357 Manor House Dr. 5

Tallahassee, Fla. 32312

Rev. Morris Fain
7410 Conkle Rd.
Jonesboro, Ga. 30236

Yo81 88“ _Hill Logue (Florine Fowler)

Thomasv111e, Ga. 31792
&
Frank Fulford
3418 N.W. 27th St
Gainsvilee,¢Ela. 32664

'gﬁgh G@“d§t31§2§ g 7y

alro,

Mrs. Forest Johnson (Marian Gandy) ’
15777 Bolester Rd. # 82
Clearwater, Fla. 33520

: < -3
2g%5?§3§%£§#ﬂﬁz%ésaé§/75&“£' Jes
D souifmatla. 33577 -

Mrs. Raymond Miller (Minyon Gordy)

Rt. 1 Box 84
Attapulgus, Ga.

Miss Edith Hardin

Mrs. Edward Morris (Mary Helen Harper)
Bartow Ford Motor Co.

Bartow, Gla.

Mrs. James L. Hartsfield (Martha John Harrell)

Rt. 1 Box 186 ; N
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Ed Harrell
Rt.1 . i
Calro, Ga. 31728

-

Mrs. R.A. Waggoner (Betty Harrison)

% 1 South Center St. 5
omaston, Ga. 30286

o Faoeilort
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Class of '45

)

J

Mrs. Ere Hamﬁick (Christine Harrison)
% ‘)/

Reba Harrison (deceased)

J%??Laivﬂgsjgn R P 4565
: }%ﬁh~97>¥«;?/03‘7

James Hester
Rt .4 "
Cleveland, Ga. 30528 '

Mrs. Ijon Cain (Merle Holton) (7“’ /
325 8th Ave. S.E. 7”
Cairo, Ga. 31728

M;f. 303;%? .. Romay (Mary Hurst)
s /‘.S !
T /‘% 277 "
&akk££V,uf B

Mrs. George Cuneo (Clara Nell Johnson)
1549 Heechee Nene
Tallahassee, Fla. 32301

Mrs. A.L. Parrot (Mona Johnson)
3706—Tatmut—Road
Peecatur;—Ga+~—30032

Mrs. Grace Hanna (Grace Joyner)

% Hanna's Grac. 3 -
ths L
Quincy, Fla. .

Mrs. Clyde Tyler (Artie Mae Lindsay)

407 Holly Dr.
Albany, Ga. 31705

Gus Mann 7
e llopren e A%
377 ””f%o 3/¢6
Mrs. James L. May (Lois Maxwell)
35 aA) r3eld :
Nl gl 83323

)

Kyle A. Maxwell, Jr.

, Box #635
%ﬂ& T3 .

W. Edward Maxwell i

W. Neal Merritt #@deceased)

Mrs. Austin Joiner (Joyce Miller)
405 Fortson St.
Pelham, Ga. 31779




Class of '45 ' e d

Mrs. Faye: Strickland (Faye w“oore) }le
408 4th Ave. N.E. _ ?n
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Rt,
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Mrsi Wynburn Bell (Marie Mullis) %y

-
Fred McNair
Rt .2
Whigham, Ga. 31797 i

Mrs. Harvey Reichert (Waunell Nelson)
Cassidy Read
Thomasville, Ga. 31792

Mrs. Catherine Drew (Catherine Ouzts)
e zi*“

ggmﬂwg,)~,7/7/7 .
Mrs. Robert Bellows (June Paulk)
Sp Veladoin,

B’\W—A— :% ! 3;}3"&/
Dr. Anthony Peacock

Rt. 9 Box 338-A
Melton, Fla. 32570

Glenn Pelham

'5,2 M B’Lc‘-v%o Qj-
ﬁmW%M»L,%L~ 30655 - 3
Ra1 ord erklns L

3 F§Y o
Leesburg. Ga. 31763

£ e NI P o

Thelma Ragan (deceased)

Mrs. Jerry W. Prince (Selma é%;giéxj

Rt.2
Cairo. Ga. 31728

Mrs. Earl Stapleton (Carolyn Rehbgrg)

121 Sailfish Way
Brunswick, Ga. 31520 5

T i M

Mrs. G. Floyd Childs, Jr. (Vivian Reynolds) o
P.0O. Box 217
Cairo, Ga. 31728

Mrs. Helen Sue Hardy (Helen Sue Sawyer) ZQGZAJQJ

e iy oy
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Class of '45 p.5

Mrs. Willie Dean Bryant (Willie D
861 9th St. ' .=. P8R Seylly)
Cairo. Ga, 31728

Fondren L. Singlet: sy »

gt s
%‘;"@{%W f;‘l ALl il 7883 ve 7

K. Walstein Spence
Rt.1 Box 206 F
Hampstead, N.C. 28443

Mrs. Pacquita Holmes (Pacquita Spence)
2964 E. Bay Drive
Largo, Fla. 33541

Mrs. Mack Harrison (Myrtice Spence)‘
1311 N.E. 14th St.
Gainesville, Fla. 32601

Gerald Thomas
Calvary, Ga. 31729

Mrs. Leon Harrison (Lorené Thompson) .
Rt.1l
wWhigham, Ga. 31797

Mrs. Joel Culpepper (Sara Tuten) <

)& PR -
Meigs, Ga. 31765

Jack Tyson (deceased)

Mrs. Richard kney (Mary VanLandingham)
Thomasville, Ga. 31792 i, AL

Mrs. Joe Hicks . (Amanda Wheeler)
i) 3l e i O
Thomasville, Ga. 31792

Mrs. Aubrey Barrett ‘(Clarice White).
2317 Whispering Pine

Albany, Ga. 31707 .
Jack Clay } 5
237 ¢ “Westgate Bj"‘/g .

Albany, Ga. 3 1227

William J. VanLandingham (Billy)
618 South Broad St.
Cairo, Ga. 31728
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Cairo High School
Class of 1961
25 Year Reunicn
Saturday, November 29, 1986
7:00 P, M, - Until

Cairo Country Club



PROGRAM

Master of Ceremonies......Elaine Wilson Sasser

Invocation..............-oJameS AO Wilcox’ Jr'
DINNER

WelCOme,cseeoeeceececesececssesrlaine Wilson Sasser
Memorial...ecceessesseeseeBrenda Brinson Darsey
ROLL CHLL, «s4'dessssinnspmasiviaas wubngy Coew Bell
Program and Special Recognitions....cceccceecee
cessssssesnnbensenesssawbilon Falreloth Hesthr
ALMA MATERe.eeesocssccosccassssssoid Timmerman

MuSiCOOOOOO.......OOOOOCOOOOOOOOJim Scarbrough



SENIOR CLASS OFFICERS 1961

Presidento..0.OO..I.......I.C...James Massey
Vice President,cecccscccscscscsssdames Wilcox
SecretaryececccesscsecesessPatricia Davis Glenn

TreasUrerleceeececececesamille Chastain Hedden

ALMA MATER

We salute thee Alma Mater, thou to us are dear,
May thy virture and they teachings guide us
every year,

Cairo High in future years our memories will
turn back,

To the days in Cairo High School, to the

Red and Black.



PLANNING COMMITTEE

Betty Maxwell Phelps
Linda Garland Stringer
Carolyn Bishop Singletary
Kenneth Butler

LeVerne Whigham

Lamar Butler

Jim Scarbrough

Elaine Wilson Sasser

Ann Crew Bell

James Oates

Carole Sumner Oates







1923: January 1st occupied,

partitions torn out of temorary building and used for an indoor basketball floor. a high
jumper could nearly touch the ceiling, and outside shooting would touch. after this building
was torn down, CHS basketball played at the Tobacco Warehouse, Copeland Park, dance
hall and the Cairoga Club

1929: “Syrup Makers” in first place in SW Ga. High School conference. {(Dec 13th Tigers)

193?: 40,000 bond election for Northside

1930: .."The Great Depression”, John Herndon was superintendent of Cairo Schools,
with Principals at both schools under his supervision. faced with closing schools with only
a 5 or b6 months term, request to finish out eight month term at $25 a month

1935: Cairo Schools were an Indqpendent School system within the city limit boundaries
! ! ‘



1906: Cairo School improvement Club started with 23 members. (>School and Civic
Improvement Club, 1910 Georgia Federation of Women”s Clubs, 1921 Cairo Woman“s Club)

1909: first diplomas were given to eight Cairo High School graduates

This early Cairo School bmldmg, built in about 1906 and expanded several times, was destroyed
by fire in 1921. A temporary wooden building was completed within a month after the fire

but it too burned after less than a week of occupancy.

1912: bond issue for addition to building which doubled its size, auditorium upstairs over
new part in back

1914: monthly salaries totaled $634 for 14 checks

1921: Oct 4th the building burned to the ground, school held in churches, sunday school
buildings and the courthouse, temporary barrack type building with 18 classrooms was
builtin a record 29 days

Nov 2nd temporary building burned to the ground, 2nd temp

5ry building built with I
insurance money. no state or federal aid — Ern ber Lo

Loy 7S

1922: bond issue, new brick building
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A NARRATIVE COVERING SEVENTY YEARS ABOUT CAIRO HIGH SCHOOL

A few years ago, when talking with Cairo School friends, one asked, "Why don't you
write a narrative of your experiences connected with Cairo and Grady County Schools?"
I replied, "maybe sometime." Possibly now is a good time to write this, for there seems
to be more general public interest in Cairo and Grady County Schools than in some time,
or ever before.

This will be called a "School Narrative" and will write about only some of the high
spots, for it would require a book with my conversational and wordy style to cover all
of my Cairo School experiences during the 40 years I have been on Cairo Schools Board
of Trustees. I will not mention many names, for if I gave names of all the fine Cairo
School citizens it would easily be above a hundred loyal and active supporters of
schools in Cairo with whom I know worked in our continuous efforts to have Cairo
Schools equal to any, and there were rough, tough, and discouraging times and problems
to overcome.

A 3-ROOM CAIRO SCHOOL in 1898 - 70 YEARS AGO.

The time and events I will cover are almost entirely those I have some connection
with. My first experience was to enroll as a student in 1898 in Cairo's 3-room school
that was located on the land where the present Southside Elementary School is. The
school had one main room housing the high school grades, with its desks, its stage,
and it also served as an auditorium with the audience sitting in the pupils' desks.

A shed like room on east and west sides served for the lower grades. Cairo's
population then was , and the school was city operated.

The school campus was made complete for those times, with a very good wood house
that was also a good backstop for the ball players. We had a fenced in well with the
"0ld Oaken Bucket" and later a plain wooden unpainted music building for the part time
piano teacher. I remember goats roamed the spacious campus, for I had an unfortunate
experience with them that my family teased me about for years, but I won't take your
time to tell about. There was no plumbing available in Cairo for schools at that time.
But there were convenient thick woods to the south and west. This school was a far,
far cry from our modern Cairo Schools of 1968, and was the school that Cairo went out of

the 19th into the 20th century with.

CAIRO'S FIRST BRICK SCHOOL BUILT in 1906
SUCCEEDED THE ABOVE 3-ROOM FRAME SHCOOL BUILDING.

A splendid brick school building was built in 1906, directly northward across the
street from the 3-room frame building written about above. This school had an auditorium
upstairs. After my return from college in 1913, my first experience with Cairo Schools was
as bookkeeper for the financial records of the schools, which were kept on the books of
the Roddenbery Hardware: empany, as my father, W. B. Roddenbery, was Secretary-Treasurer
of the Cairo School Board of Trustees then.

The Cairo School revenue then was from a local tax levy on City of Cairo property
plus a matriculation fee of $2.50 for each pupil at start of school year, plus donations
and with a comparatively small monthly allotment from the State of Georgia coming
through Grady County School Superintendent, J. S. Weathers. In looking at old 1914
records, I find Where 14 salary checks totalling $634 paid for one month Cairo High
School salaries. This included the superintendent's salary, and averaged $45 per month.

i‘\v"'\}\/“/“v\‘ P '—\,, L8 ALS N
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CAIRO'S FIRST BRICK SCHOOL BURNS TO GROUND

On October 4, 1921, Cairo's brick school (built in 1906) burned to the ground
with no salvage, cause unknown. School continued at several places in churches,
Sunday School rooms and the courthouse until a temporary barrack type building with
18 classrooms, 22 ft. square, could be built. This was done in record 29 days, and
some classes moved in on Monday, Nov. 1, 1921.

Cairo people had long bglivered in a good education for their children, so the loss
of their splendid brick school building was not a knockout blow, though this fire was
not too long after the building was built in 1906 and with an addition in 1912. The
number of people in the City of Cairo, which was the Cairo School District, was only
1908 in 1920.

With indomitable will, plans were immediately made for a bond issue. This was the
third time in 15 years (1906, 1912 and 1921) the little City of Cairo had to raise many
thousands of dollars and end up with only one school building. But it would be a much
larger and better brick building with a splendid auditorium. This building was built
in 1922, and first occupied in January 1923, but not before another disaster in the
form of another school fire.

CAIRO'S FIRST TEMPORARY FRAME BUILDING BURNS

Troubles, it seems, often come in battalions. Before the new brick building was
even started, the first wooden temporary barracks type building built in record time,
occupied for only two days, burned to the ground early in the evening of Nov. 2, 1921.
No salwage, for it was a tinderbox. I remember well, running from downtown to the fire.
Again children kept up their school work in churches, Sunday School rooms and the
courthouse, and the second temporary building was again built in record time.

These temporary buildings made a sizeable dent in the fire insurance money andhade
the financial burden greater on the City of Cairo's population of 1908. There was no
state or federal money that I ever heard of. Among the school leaders who led through
these difficult times were J. B. Wight, Chairman, W. B. Roddenbery, J. M. Poulk,

M. L. Ledford. I was privileged in a few years to serve with most of these men.

CAIRO LEARNED EARLY TO PULL ITSELF UP BY ITS OWN BOOTSTRAPS

I would like to call the recovery from the crises of the two fires as "Bootstrap
Project No. 1," and other such projects would continue into the 1960's in the quest
for good and better schools for our little city and county.

THE YEARS FOLLOWING THE SCHOOL FIRE ERA FOR CAIRO SCHOOLS.

The second temporary school building was put to another good use. Basketball fans
and players may like to know of the first high school indoor floor, as I remember, and
told to me by some of the players. The partitions of the temporaty wooden school
building, the second one, after the new brick building occupied, were torn out and made
a basketball floor. A high jumper could nearly touch the ceiling. I h&lped a little
in coaching, and the team had to run, run to score, for there would be very little
outside shooting for the ball would hit the ceiling. Some of those Cairo High players
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now have grandchildren in Cairo Schools who will enjoy the modern hardwood gymnasium
floors. Among these players were: Bill Oliver, Jim Wood, Leo Bass, Clower Mot}
and Bobby Dyson.

After this temporary building was torn down, Cairo High School played basketball
about town, as: Tobacco Warehouse, Copeland Park dance hall, Cairoga Club Court at
9 North Broad Street. Ths town boys, some who had played at college, were the pioneers,
however, for indoor basketball in Cairo. They had a team playing as early as 1911.
They played nearby towns as Pelham, Camilla and others who had indoor floors. They
played on the second floor of the City Hall. What an "all purpose building" our
City Hall is! Early in the century traveling lyceum lecturers performed there;
black-face comedian shows; Grady County held its first sessions of Court there in
1906-07 until the courthouse was built; was used for church services when churches
were building; the public library was there for about 15 years; now the Chamber of
Commerce office, and all the while the City of Cairo's business offices upstairs, with
Cairo's fire department on the ground floor. You see, old people like to talk of old
times. Don't think it unusual, for you will too when you get old.

To let our wonderful new citizens know, and the old ones to reminisce back 47 years,
let me recite about very early Cairo High Football, which game now is the big spectator
sport in High School. I will write what a player, Bobby Dyson on the 1921 football team
has told me. The first Cairo High School football game was the one game scheduled for
the fall of 1921 with Plunkett Private High School in Thomasville. The first full
football schedule followed in the fall of 1922.

I mentioned "Wonderful new citizens" above. Often I have expressed how fortunate
Cairo is to have them, for starting decades ago they have contributed immensely to
Cairo's growth, and without them Cairo could not be what it is today. They have brought
much in talent, devotion to community, many special abilities, leaderhsip, and they
no longer are new citizens.

CAIRO'S SECOND SCHOOL BRICK BUILDING

The writer's first official connection with Cairo Schools was by filling a vacancy
on the City of Cairo School Board of Trustees of which Mr. J. B. Right was chairman. He
appointed the writer on a committee to help in the $40,000 bond election for building
the present Northside Elementary School. There was opposition to the bonds, and I
remember well the fine organization of Cairo School Friends to win that bond election.

I believe I can correctly say the women, as part of the organization, and in each of

the four wards in the City of Cairo, got out the vote and won the election easily. When
it comes to education and better education, I take my hat off to the mothers Hf the
children in school.

THE YEARS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION IN THE 1930's

Soon after building the Northside Elementary School came the shock of what two
generations already are calling "The Great Depression." Bankd closed, savings were lost,
actually hunger was rampart. I'm sure young people get tired of hearing we old fellows
talk about the Depression. Our answer is simply "we hope you don't have one." Schools
suffered with short school terms. Many rural schools over the state were only open from
five to six months or less. There just wasn't much money circulating. John Herndon
was Superintendent of the Cairo Schools, with Principals at both schools under his
supervision. One particular year in the midst of the depression years, money for
schools dwindled and dwindled from state and local sources. Cairo Schools had built
an enviable record of having not less than 8 months school. But it seemed it could not
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be done the year I refer to, for money was exhausted to pay the teachers. Difficult,
if not impossible, to borrow money.

SCHOOL TEACHERS, ALL OF THEM, COME TO THE RESCUE.

But Cairo had a "School Hero," and he was our Superintendent, the late John Herndon.
We were faced with closing schools with only 5 or 6 months, which would put the students
near a third of a year behind in school work. John banded together every one,
including himself, of his Cairo School Teachers to:finish out an eight months school
term at a sdlary of $25.00 per month. The writer remembers seeing some landladies
where the teachers boarded, to urge them to reduce cost of their monthly board and
meals a little, so the teachers would have a few dollars left for personal needs.
This might be called "Bootstrap Project eo. 2". It is often said that hardships and
austerity bring out the best in a person or a people, and this has happened for
America more times than once. The school spirit of Cairo Schools during those days was
high, and splendid work was done in the classroom. This proves that people with a will
and a dedication for the task at hand, can get the job done and money can be made a
second consideration.

CAIRO SCHOOLS' FIRST GYMNASIUM BUILT IN MID-DEPRESSION YEARS.

A big school thrill for the many Cairo citizens in their persistent quest for better
school facilities and better schools was to occur during the 1930's. Cairo Schools were
fairly well equipped with the bmllding at the High School location, and the splendid
Northside new Elementary School. But Cairo Schools did not have a building for many
school activities, and for use as a basketball court. The team practiced outdoors and
played the few games they did at various places about town.

Cairo's population now was about 3100, and Cairo Schools were an Independent School
System with its boundaries the city limits. However, many students came in to Cairo
High School from the countyoutside the city, and they were always welcomed with open
arms, and there are some notable present Grady County Citizens who did this.

Again dedicated Cairo School Citizens rose to the occasion and built a spkendid
gymnasium with practically no money. No government, state or federal, came in like they
do now to build you a building, but advantage was taken of Federal Recovery Acts as the
Wivil Works and Works Progress Administrations in getting this job done. Those adminis-
tration s would not furnish some materials that we needed cash to buy for the job.

Some said "wait for better times." That word "wait", is a terrible word when important

school progress is needed at once.

The Community Recreation Association was formed and they developed a plan ©o borrow
money, $5, $10, $25 or more and give a note for the loan. You gouldn't get enough outright
donations. The promise was made to pay interest and dividends, and payment was to come
from the gate receipts of the Grady County Basketball Tournament, which would f£ill the
Gym during the several days the County Tournament was held. Many schools were all over
Grady County, and each school had a boy's and a girl's team. These loans produced the
money to buy the things we have to have, that only cash could acquire, bGt there was not
enough of this money to buy the lumber.

PINE TREES FROM MANY GRADY COUNTY FARMS HELPED BUILD THE GYMNASIUM

Probably more different farms have pine tree lumber in the present Southside Elemen-
tary School Gym, than ever has helped build a Gym in America. Farmers gave one, two,
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three or more trees, but we had to go and get the trees. The late Mr. W. M. Tyson,
with Tyson Lumber Company, did yeoman work in getting different people to haul the lobs
that he sawed into lumber. John Herndon, the Cairo Schools Superintendent, did great
work on this Gym building, as did so many others thatI won't attempt to name.

Under the Recovery Federal Agencies, ordinary labor was furnished, also carpenters,
and Contractor L. M. Powell supervised it, and he told me this week his salary was
about 60¢ or 70¢ per hour, totaling $35.00 per week for six days work.

We thought this a beautiful building then, but we know it doesn't compare with the
present very fine Gym on the High School Campus. But regardless of how fine other
gymnasiums may be, this first Cairo High School Gym, or basketball shell, finished
in early 1934, has filled a great need and still does on our Southside School Campus.
This covers a span of 34 years this building has filled a great need. It served for
many school activities, and later the band room was there. Let's call this "Bootstrap
Project No. 3," and the job was done by a large number of Cairo School Friends, and all
the county schools enjoyed.

It is interesting that the Pine Tree idea was duplicated some years later in the
football field a few yards from this gymnasium. Most of the large and tall light poles
were from pine trees furnished by the late Mr. Cuay Harrell.

UNEXPECTED INTEREST AND DIVIDENDS PAID ON THE NOTES.

Believe it or not, some interest and dividends were paid on the gymnasium notes for
a few years. The writer had signed the notes, and as recovery was coming about and more
money in circulation, there was a temptation to ask they be donated, but he couldn't
well do this. But a fine Cairo citizen took on the job and collected those Community
Recreation Association notes and turned them in, cancelled. This gentleman was none
other than Georgia's present Supreme Court Justice W. H. (Duck) Duckworth, a loyal
Cairo School supporter, whom the writer phoned this week to verify this. One of the
men who cancelled his note, and who always did his full share for Cairo Schools, was
Cairo's beloved Judge R. C. Bell, who sometime later became Cairo's and Southwest
Georgia's first Chief Justice of the Georgis Supreme Court. Judge Bell's and Judge
Duckworth's children attended the Cairo Schools.

Quite a distinction, seems to me, that Cairo has supplied two men to the highest and
most honored spot in our state judiciary, the Chief Justice of Georgia, and all in one
generation. Cairo High School can be proud of many of those who trod her halls, and
another one was Vereen Bell (Judge Bell's son), the famous outdoor author of "Swamp Water"
and other books, who lost his life in World War II combat. We can be proud of the
tradition of Cairo Schools, and the present Cairo Schools students are challenged to
carry on the tradition.

This brings us to the time we had passed some notable milestones, and many difficulties
had been overcome by pulling strongly on our own bootstraps, but there were many more
things to come that Cairo School Citizens would be challenged to do. If one stops and
thinks he will realize to have good schools in our midst, it doesn't "just happen", and
effort, sacrifice and dedication is required, and usually success has to come gradually

over many years.
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CATRO SCHOOLS DURING LATE 1930 DEPRESSION YEARS AND TO 1945.

All of what I have written is about City of Cairo Schools, which were within the
City of Cairo Independent School System, but many students in Gracy County from outside
the City of Cairo attended the Cairo Schools, and for some years such students paid
tuition and transportation, then later the County Board paid the transportation from
some areas and probably arranged for the tuition with the City ofCairo Schools, though
I am not certain of this.

The early 1940's I believe were the years that near all interestedin schools were
thinking of and planning for improvements, particularly the State of Georgia Department
of Education, with reference to consolidating, for more efficiency for all schools,
and particularly for rural county schools, as the Grady County Schools were. Many
schools in Grady County, some very small, with small areas about the schools, were
strained to operate their schools, and some had the added cost of outstanding bonds for
their school buildings to pay every year but were making every effort to have good
schools for their children. Cairo had issued bonds for what then were two fine school
plants - the Southside and the Northside Schools, and they too were still paying interest
and retiring those bonds, and would for years ahead, as did other schools in Grady County.

THE GEORGIA GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S SCHOOL ACT OF
1945 AFFECTS ALL SCHOOLS IN GRADY COUNTY.

In 1945 the Gemrgia Assembly enacted Laws that plac-d all schools in a county into
a County School System, except where a school system was an Independent School System.
This affected Grady County in a revolutionary way. Prior to 1945 there were many school
districts over Grady County. And several had issued their own bonds to build their
schools. They still had not retired all of those bonds in 1945. Each school district
had a treasurer of its Local Board of Trustees, who received tax money from the Tax
Collector on taxes levied to pay teachers salaries, other expenses, and payments to
retire their bonds should they have bonds outstanding. This 1945 Act required any cash
balance this treasurer had be turned in to the County School Superintendent's Office.
There were many interesting instances about this money being turned in, for some had none,
some had little, and one or two had considerable amount. From this time onward the County
School Board Office set the tax millage for each district to pay off amany bonds, and
assumed the tax levying authority for operating all schools in the County School System,
but did not for any Independent School Systems.

IN 1945 THE INDEPENDENT CITY OF CAIRO SCHOOL SYSTEM DID NOT CHOOSE TO CONTINUE
AS AN INDEPENDENT SYSTEM, BUT JOINED OTHER GRADY COUNTY SCHOOLS TO MAKE UP A
GRADY COUNTY SYSTEM, AND PLACED ALL ITS ASSETS, ESTIMATED VALUE ABOUT $200,000
IN THE GRADY COUNTY SYSTEM.

The City of Cairo System Trusté&es chose to cast its lot with all of its sister schools
over Grady County, so as to start building a Grady County School System under the new
School Law. The three City of Cairo Schools: Cairo High and Southside Elementary,
Northside Elementary, and the Washington Schools had as its school system boundaries
the city limits of Cairo with a population in the last census of 4653 people.

There are now, and were, many Independent School Systems in Georgia, several in
South Georgia, and they were: Thomasville, Valdosta, Pelham, Americus, and Moultrie.
Of course most of these cities with much property in business buildings and merchandise
inventories, would have a large tax digest valuation to raise tax money from and be
able to more easily and efficiently operate their schools than could agricultural areas

as Cairo and Grady County were proud to be. The writer was a Cairo Trustee Board Member
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at the time of this decision. People generally were near unanimous, and I have never
heard complaint since then of their decision to join in with other Grady County Schools.

Fortunately, the City of Cairo was near to the very center geographically of the
county. This made it much easier than in so many other counties where the main city
and county seat was not so fortunatly located. With a large rural area north, east,
south and west of Cairo, made it proper that the Cairo geographical center ako be the
Education Center, and very practical to build a great Cairo High School with a broad
curriculum comprising all departments for a complete high school, and for all who
wished to attend , this I am sure had been the dream of many school people for years,
and when completed would be something every Grady County citizen would be proud of.

A paragraph types on another sheet marked "Insert No. 1"
to come here.

NOW WE CAN WRITE OF SCHOOL PEOPLE'S DREAMS OF THE LATE 1940's and EARLY 1950's
"COMING TRUE" or "BEING CONSUMMATED."

The consolidation process or program was soon to start. Probably we should say a
large part of it was "compelled" by State School Authorities in Atlanta. But who can
now say they were not then, and are not now right, for they were thinking of the school
children more than the pride of we adults. The State School Authorities could bring
much needed financial assistance whi¢h our county chould not provide, and require high
educational standards which could lead to better schools, and thereby better education
for our children.

I believe it will be of interest to record here the number of old school commmnities
that were included in 1945 in the new Cairo School District — Education District No. 1.
It would make a long District name, wouldn't it, but the city property and the farms,
the people in these communities make up the present Cairo School District:

City of Cairo-Woodland=Chason-Fairview-Live Oak-Midway-Pleasant Grove
and Sunnyside old school communities.

A GREAT ASSET TO CAIRO SCHOOLS AND ALL GRADY COUNTY -
OUR CAIRO HIGH SCHOOL BAND

Another great project came before the 1950's. Do you not swell with pardonable
pride when you see Cairo High's great band march by, stepping high, sending out for
all to hear beautiful music? Cairo was fortunate to have Major W. T. Verran, a great
musician and a fine director, to organize this band in 1946 and continue as its director
for 13 years to 1959. Other able band directors have carried on the fast growing band
tradition for quality music. The Cairo High School Band excels and is in the foreftont
among high school bands in a wide, wide area of the South.

We can certainly call the equipping and starting off of Cairo High School Band
another "Bootstrap Project No. 4". And music and school "lovers", let us call them,
contributed the thousands of dollars needed to equip the band with good instruments and
snappy uniforms. The well organized and led "Band Boosters", all school patrons and
supporters, have done great work every year and still do with financial help and other
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leadership. This band lends a fine kind of prestige to Grady County from which boys
and girk come from near all corners to make it the fine band it is. They are fine
ambassadors on their many trips over the Southeast, and it adds to the image that we
strive for as believers in well balanced Cairo Schools. '

Plans to add a 12th grade had been considered for some time during the era of our
schools, and this was done by not graduating what was then the Eleventh Grade in
June of 1951, and that class returned the next year and was the first Twelfth Grade.

NOW ON INTO THE 1950's. $575,000 SCHOOL BOND ISSUE ELECTION CALLED.

In the late 1940's and early 1950's it was cleakly seen our school buildings were
completely inadequate for better schools, with more consolidation to come. Those many
Cairo School Citizens and Cairo Citizens generally who for a long time had worked for
progress in their schools were ready. We looked for leadership from our County School
Superintendent, a School Professional who could lead for the entire county, and he did
a magnificent job. He directed survey after survey by state school officials and
engineers. With a complete Grady County System drawn up after more than a year's work,
the County Board and the School Superintendent approved the full county plan, and this
big job was "Bootstrap Project No. 5, and a call for a bond election was made so as
to match the $1,497,659 free money available from state funds. Grady County could
legally issue bonds for $575,000 and with the state money added totaled $2,072,659.

THE $575,000 BOND ELECTION

School Citizens and voters interested in better schools all over the county pitched
in and the election was won, however, six out of ten voting precincts voted NO in the

election.

THE GREAT SCHOOL BUILDING PROGRAM BEGINS

There had been other school fires at Whigham High School and Washington High and
Elementary in Grady County. The County School Superintendent and Grady County Board of
Education decided the first money to be spent of the $2,000,000 to be to build schools
the Whigham and at Washington Consolidated Schools.

WHAT THE $2,047,000 BUILT AND DID NOT BUILD.

The bond money could build the main school units in the original plan b ut was not
sufficient to build the football stadium. Before contracting for all the buildings,
the discount rate had gone up, and bonds produced less money, and materials had advanced.
The classrooms and their adjuncts were given preference in building. Splendid buildings
were built for the Whigham Schools, Washington Consolidated School, Shiver, Beck Branch
and the new Cairo High School buildings. But money gave out and no way to build the
stadium at Cairo High School which was a greatly needed facility, and was in the
original plans when bond issue approved.

COOPERATION OF AGENCIES IN THE COUNTY BUILD THE STADIUM

Besides much equipment yet to be bought, and paid for over a number of years, the
stadium which had been somewhat promised to many citizens when the bond issue was carried
was not built. The County Board appointed citizens interested in schools to urge the
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City of Cairo and the County Commissioners to build the stadium. The writer remembers
that committee of 25 school-minded citizens had 24 present for one important meeting,
and the other one was ill. Such loyal school dedication gets jobs done. The City of
Cairo agreed to and paid $25,000 in cash, and the County Commissioners furnished convict
labor, skilled labor, machinery and materials as well as valuable services, and built
the stadium that many enjoy, and all can be proud of.

I cite this stadium accomplishment because it is a fine illustration of cooperation
between city and county agencies of government, which is so valuable for progress in any
line of endeavor, and particularly in schools. Let's call this "Bootstrap Project NO. 6",
with city and county commissioners doing the bootstrap pulling.

FIVE FINE SCHOOLS READY

By 1955 the Whigham and Washington Consolidated Schools were completed, and in 1956
Cairo and the other schools were completed and all ready for classroom work. More
obstacles were to devedop. Competition for the best teachers, particularly in the more
difficult High School subjects, increased and were hard to find and employ. Supplements
to the state salary was necessary for many other schools were supplementing. For too
many years our County School Board did not see fit to furnish funds for this all
important purpose, and we can't expect talented teachers to come to Cairo at a salary
disadvantage of conseguence.

For many years, up to just a few years ago, after appealing without success to the
County Board for funds to supplement salaries and pay for needed equipment, a number of
Cairo School Friends contributed thousands of dollars to fill this gap and maintain
the best school possible under the circumstances. Those who did this because it was
greatly important were happy the County Board and County School Superintendent now
cooperate splendidly and the money for this all important purpose is available to all
schools. This is "Bootstrap Project No. 7" and thanks are due our County Board
and Superintendent.

COMPLIMENTARY RECOGNITION FROM A STATE SCHOOL SURVEY

With the help of Cairo School Friends, and recently of full cooperation of our
County Board and the County School Superintendent, progress has continuously been made,
and it is appropriate to here comment on a state-wide survey out of Atlanta of Class AA
Schools, of which Cairo High School is one. The informal report was Cairo High School
was determined as one of the top two of this class for the best overall balance in
academic, athletic, administration and facilities. They were frank and told us we were
No. 2, and the No. 1 was a private school in Atlanta, which is known to be affluent as
to its financial requirements. To be in the top two of Class AA Schools surveyed is a
compliment to our students, our faculty, our county officials, and the splendid building
facilities and equipment we have for better school work.

A REASONED BELIEF OR PHILOSOPHY OF SCHOOLS

Before I close this School Narrative, I wish to give my philosophy on the academic,
athletic and extra-curricular phases of the twelve years our school children spend in
schools. The school is their world, and we strive to have good guidance and direction by the
individual teachers who are associated every day with their boy and girl students. A
balanced complete range of departments in a school is necessary for there are near as many
different kinds of boys and girls as the number in a school.
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Everyone who knows the writer knows how much he likes athletics, whether football,
basketball, baseball, track, golf, or any kind of athletics that require training,
discipline, a dedication that will develop desire to excel, I am for it. But I place
academic work first all the time, for a student will carry more from his success in the
classroom through life than any other part of his school participation. I believe very
much that athletics inspire for better work in the classroom, and this is true with a
great majority who participate in athletics, and good character can be built and surely
school spirit is developed.

I would like to give here some facts about what the students of Cairo High have done
during the last 12 to 13 years. At the start of this period of time, Cairo High had
never placed in the Literary Meet, a tournament comprising 16 events connected mainly
with academics. Not even as high as 5th place. Cairo High had done only fairly well with
athletics.

Starting 12 years ago we began to excel in athletics to a reasonable extent and won
our share of games. Soon our boys and girls developed a greater high school spirit than
ever before, and forthcoming was a desire to also win in the Literary Meets. Our boys
and girls, not you and I, in competition with our Class AA Schools made the following
record:

8 or 9 straight years we won our Region Literary battle with
schools in our class, among them Bainbridge, Thomasville, Cordele,
Dublin, Nashville, Lowndes County, and others.

In those years we won four or five of ten state titles in competition with 50 schools.
And two or three of those years we missed first place by only one point. The writer does
not write of these successes in any bmaggado way, but to point out a well balanced
school of its academics and athletics is good for all. Also it emphasizes that
outstanding men and women on your faculty ae needed to accomplish this, and supplements
must be available to fairly show our appreciation for work done by faculty members
contributing.

Our winning has stimulated other schools to try and excel, too, and the competition
is getting tougher, and that is good for all. Yes, I believe a fine athletic program
helps the spirit of students, inspires them to do better in things academic, and
all of this means developing a desire to excel which will remain with them through life,
whether as a farmer, a lawyer, a surgeon, or any other of a long number of walks of life.

This is the first time in my life I recall ever having been willing to write for
publication in a paper anything of consequence, and I only do so now since it is about
schools. I hope I have given reasonably interesting running record of the ups and downs
of Cairo Schools during near all of this century.

In the first part of this Narrative I wrote that I would mention few names. I was on
the Board for a long number of years with four School Friends and my friends, and as
they and I were the Cairo Board of Trustees for so many years, I would like to pay tribute
to their dedication in doing always what was best for the schools, without hope of any
gain, and neither they nor I ever received expenses or a penny for any services. These
men were the late J. Slater Wight, H. T. LeGette, Dr. J. V. Rogers, and Dr. W. A.
Rehberg. BAmong these men, along with Walter Williams, were extremely liberal contributors
and never did these men turn down a request for a donation for teacher salary supplements
or anything else for the good of the schools.
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Many Cairo School Supporters gave liberally of their time and means when the
rocks and some mountains got in the way. And to those who are living, I hope you
will live again some of this narrative. And to those friends who have always
responded, particularly the ones who have passed on, I dedicate this poorly written
School Narrative. I am not gifted as an author, as you have seen if you get this far.

For the record, and only a few who read this will remember the six County School
Superintendents since Grady County was formed in 1906, and they are: J. B. Wight,
J. S. Weathers, Rev. J. P. Swann, Walter Eskew, W. H. Muggridge, and Lloyd Connell
for the past 20 years. I feel privileged to have participated in some way with each
in schools: On our Local Trustees with Mr. Wight, went to school to Mr. Weathers,
worked closely with the last four as a City Schoo,l and Local Trustee.

May some, no, many of you, carry on what I think is now a great Cairo High School
tradition, for the best available instruction for our school children.

Always yours for better schools,

JULIEN B. RODDENBERY
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This written as a TEST to see if can put on paper as briefly as I can my thinking,
and mqybe my belief, as regards Schools for Georgia counties that are either of large
majority rural or farm activity, or a mixture of farm and industry.

As we increase our industry, we come to be more 1ike Thomasville City Schools,
Moultrie and its Colquitt County Schools, Valdosta City Schools, Bibb or Macon Schools,
Griffin Georgia schools now all in a Spalding County System, and even for the great
City of Atlanta. Such counties as most of the ones I have listed above, and to include
Grady County, have a considerable percent, if not a majority except for the metro-
politin cities, of farming people and depend therefore to a large extent for the taxes
from farmers and no one needs to write about the problems or their plight of Tower
prices and if Nature, or the years that Nature deprived of good weather conditions,
they are the people Tess able to pay taxes than any other segment of school districts
in Georgia that Grady County School System can be compared to, as well as these who
have reached a higher state of independence as regards tax money.

We have had an emotional situation most of 1986 reference our schols and it is
almost entirely centered around shall or shall not the small area and small part of
our population and their school children in the western part, meraing their high school
students with the high school students from the remaining 70 or 80 or more percent of
Grady County.

The one who iis dictating this has been interested in Grady County Schools for
71 or 72 years and that carries back to the time when he returned to work and Tive as
his habitat in Grady County in 1913. And during those years he was interested in
schools and was appointed on school committees even in the late nineteen 'teens and
in the nineteen twenties until he became a member of the Cairo City System as a trustee
and was there for 40 or more years. But since his retirement from the School Board in
Cairo, he has been just as interested in schoo%g)sgf in some resoects more interested

than ever before. 1 \owu
Wbl

And as my interest was Grady County, that took in in 1945 not just Cairo High School,
but five other High Schoos, and they were: E]pino}(Spence north of Cairo, maybe six
to eight miles from the Mitchell County 1ine; Reno and Calvary in the south from six
to eight or more miles from the Florida 1line; and the Whigham High School threg.miles
from the Decatur 1ine and fortunately for the entire school system, there was”established
a City System in Cairo very close to the geographical center of Grady County.

This City System paid, or had in the tax digest, over half of the tax property
values that tax millage was levied on and it was available to just one High School in
the Cairo City Limits, namely, Cairo, and it had been financially doing well and had
built two very fine brick school buildings that now would cost a million and a half to
two million dollars, as well as an exce]]entééaea—\rk 2T lent Washinaton High School
for the black people within its city Timits and it@%gggegf wood.

And in that year 1945, the 1ittle Cairo City System which was comparatively not
too small compared to Thomasville and Valdosta in those years city systems, but
still small. But they were able to furnish financial sinews to a Grady County system
should we become a part of the Grady County System, and that was done by a vote of
3 to 2 at first in the Cairo City School System, but the majority of three won over
the other two and the word went out to the public that the Cairo City System Trustees
had voted to put their all into a Grady County system to take in the other five High
School entioned,gnd‘éyggty or thirty or more smaller schools. That meant the Cairo
System with at it perty, not all paid for for there were outstanding bonds on
the brick school or’schools, and we became one family of Grady County Schools.
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éAnd I have to1d many in recent months when they would ask me about this, that
ou chool Board did not have in mind High Schools closing and coming to Cairo, and
;ﬁ-ﬁhs ;e;t ?n a ;o]untary basis and Spence andrE1pino on the north merged into a N
1ver School, and Reno and Calvary voluntarjly\decided ito come te the Cdiro High M
School and the other Cairo Schoo]s@rJ%&ﬁx£“k§§“§§\§bghafﬁiﬁg}336k§b6§2;gtjll"QUéE%&é;dLUV?
At that time Whigham, six or seven miles away, decided to keep their own school

and.everyong understood that, because they were a small but outstandingly loyal to
their own 1ittle community and they have had that shchool ever since.

Ahere were certain periods in this writer's serving on School Boards when it was

difficult to obtain certain teachers, as they were just not graduating in sufficient

umber, and Mathematics was one. And they were difficult to get as are still today
certain of the High School subjects that are almost equal to, if it is a aood High
School, a Junior College, and they should get better, and some High Schools in Georgia
are wonderful schools with a broad curriculum and their students, if they dOJﬁ L0 o o
to college, can go into the world of work and make their way fairly well - Bﬁfﬁﬁ@%ﬂ”a< Ri;
as well as if they had gone on to college. /

ol noyp
There havixgggq a number of tiégzigggﬁ&thj#éatter of Grady County having one or
two high sch& J's Eb%e up, but there was no consolidation or merging in those instances,
although thé\ écésions made left Grady County School System with the two High Schools
and in such a position to where merging could be done economically, and that means
without much or any Grady County tax money, but help from the state and that was the

status when the year 1886 arrived. now about eight months ago.

sympathy for a community Toving their High School, thou y small comparatively,
as any group of people in Georgia including the Whigham a which is the area

about the present Whigham High School with 140 to 150 or thereabouts, fGrady
County Students attending.

I shall write here my personal feelings, and it is 152§a high degree of
%:e
a

The State of Georgia has been backward or negligent or whatever you want to term
it, in their paying of teachers and they have not attracted the best minds in the
graduating college seniors to go into the teachi ession as surroundina states,
particularly Florida, but the other states toof, a¥d higher salaries for college
graduates to choose as their vocation in Tife the profession of school teaching. Of

K\E%grse we have a fine group of teachers in Georgia, but it could be far better and

ose who thought of all schools in Georgia being many of them besides the Georgia
School or State School Officials,leading people in the House of Representatives,
and the Georgia Senate, and the Legislature it is,whether one to make the decision
for laymen and even school people are laymen when compared to the voters in our
Legislature. They had the best minds gathered from all parts of the State of Georaia
in our State Board of Education, one had taught many years at Thomasville until his
death early this year or last year, was the top man and certainly his work{was for
all Schools in Georgia, for he loved South Georgia as well as where he wasjvorking in
Atlanta for a good number of years. . )

We must depend upon our top School People of Georgia to influence Georgia
Legislature to provide money to besides equipping our schools with proper buildings,
laboratories, libraries, etc., to be competitive in getting the best minds into our
schools and only one way is very effective, namely, paying a salary equal to neighbor-
ing states or comparative to the country as a whole, considering our Southern economy.
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b L N8 §§§~ s done and they came up with the Quality Basic Eduation } s which
will prov undreds upon millions of dollars, and the best minds in Education in
Georgia, of cburse, were trusted with the responsibility of setting uo standards for
schools to make schools as a whole better, and i 1ying the hjigher salariesyhopefully
keep their best gsachers and in the future entice’the bes¥ minds in college graduates

to come into th&school system and all of that 1sfﬁart of, if I understand it correctly,
the program of QUALITY BASIC EDUCATION.

It is natural for school people, as this writer, and all the trustees and school
leaders in Grady County as well as all school leaders and school trustees to think
that they have a very fine individual school, ”q4ﬁ§ good as necegsary and as good
as any, and d bla _g%iro High or the ?g&éiﬁﬂih Atlanta withi'such wonderful
school  syste ,ﬁ\ pporters of Whigham High“for believing what’they have is the best

and good enough.

possible or likely possible for Tocal people with no wide experience in education and
operating of schools, and that is-what Grady County is finding out as their position

now. And those who S, namely, furnish the money from the Georgia Board of
Education, they having\the money through the Legislature of which we send Representatives
and Senators. So what the plan is for better educatign for Georgia Students as decided
by the top Georgia leaders cannot be blamed for their basic regulations as to size of
High Schools, and that is exactly what has confronted the total Grady County System
during 1986.

\ :
r/// But the best minds in Georgia on Education looked further ahead than it is

o
And this writer says again he QGEE%; more than he ever thought he would in being
swayed by sympathy for and joining in equally for the two sides in having emotion
for the smaller school to survive, but in calmer moments he has to wonder.

Having read in papers, Tistened to a few conversations and his hearing handicap
prevents him from hearing what is being talked about, or all of it, but still he
could recognize they had reached a crossing of the road for our Grady County School
Board uf Education comprised of five members, all good citizens from a rural-industrial
comparatively Tittle county with population of around 20,000 people. And those five
people represented all the people for doing what is best for all the students in
Grady County. i}

Our Grady County Schoo, Board and its Su endent has been somewhat burdened
for all the years since 1945 to '48 anyway,{if"finding teachers, some of them very
scarce, for not one High School in the center)of the county, but for one also on the
edge of the county, and at times good teachers were scarce, and though it is possible
to put together at eny given time a very good faculty for even small schools, and
this has happened in dozens of small schools throughout Georgia. However, most counties
about us have done what they say has been "to see the 1ight", and for instance, Thomas
ounty closed Meigs, Ochlochnee, Pavo, Boston amdtevermrother—seheols—and Decatur, our
neighbor to the west has closed Climax, ATtapulgus, Brinson, West Bainbridge and
maggkothers, and they have done this, though there was of course Tocal opposition as
thevre has been wherever this movement comes up. And it is present; that is, the
opposition, in Grady County in about as high a degree as it possible, and that is why
the writer of this summgg%;/g,Grady County Schools, realized it was a middle-age,
younger or a little older ry 560nsib11ity and not for him over 90 years old, to qget in-
volved in, so he has not been to the courthouse to hear the pro and cons of this
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great 1s§¥§M whe@her tgy do what was partially done in 1945 to 1950, and merge
the smal{{scC qo]s kntg rger and better equipped school in the center of the county,
and this merging to e,0Myly fox one school on the western edge of Grady County, with
the small attendance ds outlined in the first part of this A\Of the writer's
views and feelings. \
\-/ K—/

- Cf course the matter of merging of the remaining sma]%ﬁ chool with the' school
in center of Grady County is a matter of whether you believe 'it's best for the Grady
County students; that is, all of them, possible for the strained pocketbooks of

tax payers of Grady County, to sup properly and maybe it should be said that
with the Georgia educational moneyMthich we put in our part available, if we

follow what has come to be the rules under Quality Basic Education, and all of that
has been brought to 1ight in the many Board Meetings, as well as the court case
asking for an injunctior for action taken earlier this year by our School Board.

Naturally, such movements as this, there will be some errors made by School
Boards as regards meeting all requirements of the complicated regulations and the
complicated articles in the Legislative Acts, and one of them of course for all is
the Sunshine Law. But that, as this writer Sees, has nothing to do with what is
best for better education for all, and I sainLL with emphasis, Grady County School
Students. It would be very unwise if citizehs generally and Board of Education should
not consider the financial status of many taxpayers in Grady County which have to
now and already and have, stand a good part of the cost of operating and buildina of
Grady County Schools, and we cannot have very well, if we are considerate of tax
payers, in every district of the county to put a heavier burden on them with a heavier
levy of tax rate to meet the requirements for the better schools the Georgia State
Board of Education wants every community to have.

We can believe and strive for and succeed to a certain degree of having fine
faculties, fine schools in every school, whether small or large. And I mean when I
say "WE" that that means first our Board and then the people electing our Grady County
Board. But we cannot pay the taxe$ of the hundreds and more in Grady County that are
seriously strained financially in the rural community as well as many others who are
not farmers or own farms.

So somebody has got to decide if Grady County is greatly different from Thomas

unty, Decatur County, and innumerable other counties who have gone in for a 1argerY§*€

chool that can receive all the money possible from the state to have better facilitiesY

cond. But to make the supplements and otherwise have the greatest possible

faculty for High School® in Grady County and a question is, can we do this for two
schools, the towns they are within almost exactly as to their city Timits, six miles
apart, and can we expect the best in education? And that is what the County Board
had to decide and I sympathize with them, but commend them in looking at it for the
best interest of education of all students in &Rp (@ounty.

Of course, to elect any one district's Board of Education Member is not directly
the part of a process of making decisions for a school or the school in Grady County,
and that brings up to the fact that at the time I dictate this, the contest is on to
elect one of two Grady County Citizens who Tive in District Two, and I would be
working harder if I were physically able for the incumbent, for with my knowledge of
50 or 60 years of Grady County Schools, know that the incumbent for District No. 2



1s one of the best informed and most able as regards his experience and capabilities
to be an ogtstapd1ng County Schoo] Board Member, and I can't do much, but I certainly
am supporting him, and this is not directly a yes or no vote on merging of schools,
for that, as far as the Board is concerned, has already been decided, and the final
results yet to be determined it seems by some court action.

A11 of this to some extent boils down to, are we, all citizens of Grady County,
8,000 or 9,000 who can vote, believe it is the parents, therefore the voters'
rgsponsibi]ity to have better schools for their children, and if they should go no
higher than High School, that they could go out into 1ife fairly well prepared,
but all cannot stay at home and operate farms and the few industries and must get
out into the world and compete with High School graduates and many who will go and be
college graduates, in a highly competitive world and that means right here in Cairo,
Thomasville, Albany, and Atlanta, as well as other sections of this great United States
that have businesses and industries wanting and needing well prepared citizens to
enjoy their jobs.

Though I will not be vocal about it, or to very little will I talk about it,
that it is pointed out clearly that Grady County and its taxpayers are not able to
maintain two High School buildings, laberatories and buildings and faculties, ard
should be influenced certainly by what is going on all about us, and we have 5%57\43
farther than Decatur and other counties all about us, to see that though at first
there was sadness in merging of schools to a central high school, time is a great
healer, and there are many instances where the communities where the small school
was merged elsewhere, that the great spirit showr in the small to support their
school when they had it would continue to support their business community and that
would be in a way like the old saying, "have your cake and eat it too." And I
mean by this that there are too many communities, though not all, have proven that
merging of their schools for their children to,have better education, was no great
detriment to their own cmmunity in other pzizés of 1ife, and its operation.

ar
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This writer will not take any activg;a in this, in fact, he couldn't if he
wanted to, for he and hundreds of other (itizens feel like he does, sympathize so
deeply with the community school philosophy that they are leaving it to the State Board
and our Board to make the final decision in keeping with its regulations. That seems
must be followed eventually if not right now, for enjoying quality education which is
the goal for all for our children who, before you know it, will be our voters and our
men and women.



L\ A Partial SAGA Reciting Three School Episodes
ey, N | off Cairo and Grady County Schools

/ (Bl
\ \/
\N{S Much has gone before! And it's no Tonger the talk of the Tittle town of
Cairo and the county, and particularly by its School Supporters concerning School
Episodes that/?he§e§£tn$2 are written about - and they of the long ago.

After about half a century of struggling (go back to the 1870's), the follow-
ing School Episodes in Cairo during the Middle 1930's had something to do with the
Genesis, that is, the beginning in laying the foundation for an outstanding School
System for Cairo, Georgia and all the new County of Grady.

Then, the town of Cairo's population by the census was 3,149 people, and the
town's Schools were within a City of Cairo School System, and it is presumed that was
also the status beginning way back, with the first school of the 1870's when Cairo
was a little village grown to be a Tittle town, and school was then often called
"academy."

The Great Depression was barely over in 1935-36 when a groun of Cairo Schools
supporters, they supporters of their 1ittle City System's Cairo High School, became ¢
particularly interested in a Cairo High School project. Then there were_ Ilyg trustees

elected to the City School Board by ballot for the CAIRO CITY SCHOOL SYSTEM, and i

they levied taxes and supervised operation of the Cairo Schools, and some tight years «
there would be a matriculation fee paid the first day of school year, for money was
hard to come by.

The Country's banks had just opened about two years earlier after being closed
during the Great Depress1on The CITY SCHOOL SYSTEM was without money to do extra
curricular things. Teachers salaries came first. Some Grady County Schools were
open only five, six or seven months, and Cairo's for a while was only seven or eight
months in its Cairo City System. Many school supporters were strongly in favor of
extra-curricular things as well as academic achievement to build school spirit. And
the game of Basketball was already in Cairo High School with its Basketball Court
outdoors on dirt, whereas some neighboring South Georgia Schools outside the county
had what was then called BASKETBALL SHELLS.

During the post-war recovery period, United States Congressional Acts during
President Roosevelt's first administration had formed many agencies to start and
keep recovery on the move. One was Civil Works Administration, known as CWA. It was
backed by Federal Money and near every community of all sizes throughout the land
could call upon the Federal Government thru agencies for certain nrojects that would
make a little payroll, and instigate some activity in bus1ne°s, therebv more recovery
from the fiPst=Great-Wer—of-the-nineteen—teensyss= .ol \T20 "I =&\ 90,

There were six High Schools within the boundaries of Grady County including
the Cairo City System's High School. In the northern part of the county were High
Schools Elpino and Spence, each several miles from the Mitchell County 1ine; in the
western part of the county was Whigham High School about three miles from the Decatur
County Tine; due south 10 to 15 miles from the county's center were High Schools at
Reno and Calvary, and the Cairo High School, then a separate City School System, was
located in the center of the county, and also at those six High Schools were the usual
accompanying Tower grades, and also many smaller arade schools with one to three
rooms scattered in the rural area.
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Money was scarce, breadlines had been the mode,over the country. For a School's
supp]ies, other than for the Cain City Schools (the main market town of the county)
private and personal funds would distribute money from $50 to $200 per school to buy
supplies such as chalk, erasers, paper, pencils, and other such common school articles.
These funds made donations to the small towns and rural schools outside the City |
System, and those many schools then were the Grady County School System with its |
County Board of Education operating. ;

SCHOOL EPISODE NO. 1: School Citizens within the Cairo City System wanted a
Basketball Court. Some neighboring High Schools about had such that were built of
either galvanized iron, or wood, and those who are givina facts for this article don't
remember if there were any built of brick. A small number of Cairc Citizens formed an
Association called "Cairo Recreation Association" - CRA. They wanted to take advantage
of the Tabor paid for by the CWA (Federal Government) and also some CWA buildina mater-
ials. But it would require additional money - about $2500 to $3,000 needed (a lot of
money for those times) particularly since a costly pine rift flooring needed for the
Basketball Court floor the CWA would not pay for.

of-

The City's System's five trustees were also members of the CRA and immediately ©,
advised there was no money available from the tax supported Cairo City System. So . '
the CRA negotiated promisory notes from $5.00 to $100.00 (we'have a copy of the note '
as a re]icg with many Cairo citizens, and raised the money to add to the Civil Works
Administration's cooperation. CRA members solicited and were given by nearby farmers © .
pine trees and the logs therefrom were sawed free into Tumber by local sawmills, and &
a splendid Basketball Shell was built. ~

It is estimated that its total cost was $6,000 to $8,0005i"tota1 value with the
CWA and CRA participation. The CRA may have been the beginning of Cairo High School's
wonderful Boosters, who over the next many years have continually backed up Cairo High
School Tocated in the county seat of their new County of Grady - created in 1906.

Grady County High School ‘Tournaments were held in the Shell for many years with
the six County High Schools. And Cairo High School would furnish one, but not the
varsity team players, and this was quite an annual school event. The gate receipts
for this tournament produced some money and it was used to pay small dividens to CRA
promisory note holders, and we have (keeping as a relic) one of those notes. And the
hope at the time was sometime in the future school authorities would be able to pay
off the notes' principal for this school building used by all county schools,, This
did not materialize, for some of the supporters collected all of the notes from the
owners and gave them to the CRA treasurer, Mr. H. W. Lawson, before CAiro School
became a part of Grady County School System in 1945-46. Those notes were volunt

After erection of the new brick Gymnasium in the Middle 1950's which of course
was used for basketball games, cther uses were made of the Basketball Shell. It has
been verified from information from the 1986 County School Superintendent, that this j
Shell which Tater had been enlarged on the east side for a Band Room for Cairo High's |
School Band, was destroyed by fire in 19% , and the Grady County School Board received
over $60,000 from fire insurance and they only had had.maintainence cost of the build-
ing for its use for near half a century. In a way thdt money was a windfall, a
contribution to the Grady County School Board and its County School System, and there
were plenty of worthwhile things to use the money for. And so ended Episode No. 1.



e : , High/School EPISODE NO. 1 may be the
beginning of having a complete High School%|’About|'ten years later in 1945-46

another and greater Episode came to pass. d this time was brought about as School
Supporters for a Cairo High School Band obtained many cash contributions for the
Band. Investment of many times more than what was required for the Basketball Shell
for the Band was equipped with quality gleaming silver musical instruments. We know
that‘many Cairo High School Supporters now living participated and know about that
tradition-making activity, and we will omit giving details.

SCHOOL EPISODE NO. 2: The above C@g"v’
“An

The CairoiHigh School Band headquarters, an annex on the eaég'side of the
Basketball SheTl 'served many High School activities. Many graduates of the School
Snd Band will remember those early days under the Master among Bandmasters, Major

erran. A

CAIRO SCHOOLS EPISODE NO. 3: A short while before 1945, after state-wide
consideration, the State of Georgia's Legislature passed a law providing that any
Georgia City School System, by majority vote of its system's Board of Trustees
could vote to consolidate or merge its City System with the County School System,
and this would include all the City System's assets intol a total Grady County School

System and at once the City School System would“be “within the total Grady County
School System. N

The City of Cairo School System had (1) two splendid brick buildings (the
bonds to build for one not all paid), (2) a large frame building known as the
Washington School in Southwest Cairo, (3) the comparatively new Basketball Shell -
all within the City's borderlines or limits. Also owned the Tland for the campuses
of each school, the desks, pencils, chairs, tables and other equipment then became
a part of the total County System. And it came to pass that in the 1945-46 period
of time the City School Board voted to consolidate with the Grady County School
System which operated all other schools in the county.

It was not easy for the Cairo City School Board of Trustees (they were five
trustees elected by ballot) to decide to transfer into a new Grady County School
System all their buildings, Tland and other assets which then made up the Cairo City
School System, but consolidating to make a total Grady County School System for all
students in the County was thought by many to be wise. The Grady County School
System then was composed of many schools, probably the number was between 20 and 30
including the High Schools in the larger populated communities.

At first, the vote was 3 for and 2 opposed for the consolidation. But the
three won over the two to see it their way, and a unanimous decision went out to the
public, and thus it came to pass that at once the comparatively new county of Grady's
total School System existed, and began its operation, including all the City of
Cairo's School Buildings and its assets.

Such an Episode as this No. 3, and the foregoing Episodes No. 1 and 2 cited
in this article are what builds "tradition". And thus the Cairo School Citizens
built tradition, and at times at a sacrifice.

There were many other occurrences in the gradual School improvements, and
changes, in the Grady County Systemiafter all schools were gowerned by a Grady County
School Board of Education as it now is. For instance, in the Mid-1950's bonds were
voted by County-wide vote to both renovate and to build our present County-wide
School System, with renovation and new shool buildings at logical places throughout
the county. But any reciting of those Episodes will be left to other citizens at
some time in the future.



A NARRATIVE COVERING SEVENTY YEARS ADOUT CAIRO SCHOOLS <

A few years ago, when talking with Cairo School frieads, one asked, "why don't
you write a narrative of your experiences connected with Cairo and Grady County Schools?"
I replied, "Maybe sometime.” Possibly now is a good time to write this, for there
seems to be more general public interest in Cairo and Grady County Schools than in

some time, or ever before,
This will be called a "School Narrative" and will write about some of the high,
and also some low spots, for it would require a book with my conversational and wordy

tyle to cover all my Cairo School experiences. I realize much of this narrative will
be boring to many who read it, but maybe I can enjoy it myself, after it gets cold.

I will not mention many names, for if I gave names of all fine Cairo School Citizens
it would easily be above a hundred "Priends of Schools in Caire,” whom I know worked
for our schools, and who participated through the years in our continuous efforts to
have Cairo Schools equal to any, and, believe me, there were rough, tough, and
discouraging times and problems to overcome.

CAIRO SCHOOL IN 1898

The time and events I should, and will cover are almost entirely those I have some
connection with, All things pertaining to Cairo and Grady County Schools axe of import~
to 80 as to start with my very first knowledge of and contact
with a Cairo School, please bear with me in my only perscnal reference in this narrative.
It will not interest you, but might draw a smile from a great grandchild of nmine.

My first experience was to enroll as a student in 1898 in Cairo's one white school,
a 3~room school. The school had one main xoom housing the high school grades, with
its desks, its stage, and it doubled as an auditorium with the audience sitting in the
pupils' desks. A shed like room on cast and west sides sexrved for the lower grades.

Albert, with my very owa lunch in a little grass or wicker-woven lunchbasket which was
I wouldn't trust astoring my lunchbasket on the shelves in the
schoolyoom, but hid it securely, I t, under the high front steps to the shed
schoolroom. At recess I decidad I wanted a bite from my lunch basket, and, lo and
behold, no basket or lunch, for a bunch of goats on the spacious school campus were
hungry, too, and my Aunt Clyde Lewis, who taught in the school, descrided my bawling as
loud and long. I wasn't to forget my first school day disaster with the goats, for
my elders enjoyed telling on me through the years, and they, more than I, enjoyed hearing
it. :

The school campus was made complete for those times, with a very good wood house
that was also a good backstop for the ball players. We had a fenced in well with the
“014 Oaken Bucket®™ and later a plain wooden music building that was never painted, for
the part time Piano teacher.

There was no plumbing available in Caire for schools at that time. But there were
convenient thick woods to the south and west. I know the one Cairo white school in 1898
had more in its buildings, dasks, and maybe other equipment than thes old one-xroom
schoolhouse we talk about, and there were several of in Grady County then, But this
school was a far, far cry from our modern Cairo Schools of 1968, And this 3-room school
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with its facilities, is the school that Cairo went cut of the 19th into the 20th
century with,

CAIRO'S FIRST BRICK SCHOOL BUILY IN 1906
SUCCEEDED THE ABOVE 3-ROOM FRAME SCHOOL BUILDING.

A splendid brick school building was built in 1906, directly northward across
the street from the 3-room frame building written about above., This school had an
auditorium upstairs, and I know about this building for I also attended school therxe,

After my return from college in 1913, my first experience with Cairo Schools was
bookkeeper of the financial records of ths schools, which were kept on the books
the Roddenbery Hardware Company, as my father, W. 8, Roddenbery, was Treasurer
the Cairo White and Colored School Boards of Trustees thden.

RAt

The Cairo School revenue then was fxom a local tax levy on property within the
city limits of Cairo, plus a matriculation fee of $2.50 for each pupil at start of
school each year, plus domations and with a small monthly allotment from the State
of Georgis through Grady County School Superintendent, J. S. Weathers. In looking
at old 1914 recoxrds, I find where 14 Sidlary checks totalling $634 paid for one month
Cairo White Schools salaries. This included the supevintendent's salary and .dveraged
$45 per month, Ebb White, the janitor, received $3.00 per weak. This new brick schoel
was Cairo's only white school, and at that time was for first through the 10th grade.

CAIRO'S FIRST BRICK SCHOOL BURNS 7C GROUND

On Cctober 4, 1921, Cairo's only white school burned to the ground with no salvage.
Cause unknown. School continued at several places, as in churches and Sunday School
rooms and the courthouse, until a temporary barrack type long building could be built.
The temporary building contained 18 dassrooms 22 ft, square, and within 29 days
some classes had moved in.

Caire people had long believed in a good education for their children, and this
is proven by many of its pioneer families sending their children in the 1870's and 1880's
to the better colleges in Georgia, Tennessee, Xentucky and Virginia, and these were

post-Civil War years, t00. g, the loss of their nice brick school building did not
knock them cut for the count, though this firé.was not too long after the building was
bullt in 1906 and with addition in 1912, with donations and scme tax money. The number

of pecple in the city of Cairo which was the Cairo School District, was only 1908 in
1920.

With indomitable will, more donations again, and a bond issue were the sources of
money to build, a much larger and better brick building with a splendid auditorium
after this later 1921 fire. This building was first occupied in Januvary 1923, but
not before another disaster in the form of another scheol fire.

CAIRO'S FIRST TEMPORARY FRAME BUILDING BURNS

Troubles, it sesms, often come in battalioms. Before the new brick building to be
was aven started, the first wooden temporary barrack type building built in record
time and occupied only a few days burned to the ground om Nov, 2, 1921. No salvage for it
was a tinderbox. I remember well, running from downtown to the five. Again childven
kept up their school work in churches, Sunday School rooms and the courthouse, and
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the second temporary building was again built in record time.

These temporary buildings made a serious dent in the fire insurance money and
made the financial burden greater on the little city of Cairo.school system, and
there was no state or federal momey that I know of.

I hope you will pardon my great pride in your and my forefathers should this
refer to you, for the Cairo business and professional people bore the brunt of
these disasters. Their heads were not bowed nor b ended. Men ef about my age and
generation then were young businessmen, and looked to the generation of which our
parents were, and who supplied the leadership. Among these men were J. B. Wight,
a great school man, W. B, Roddenbery, J. K. Poulk, H. G. Cannon, and many othexs.
In a few years I would be privileged to serve on the Cairo Boaxd of Pruavses with
Mr, Wight, NMr. Poulk, Mx. Ledford and others of this older generaticn.

CAIRO LEARNED EARLY TO PULL ITSELF UP BY ITS OWN BOOTSTRAPS
I would like to call the recovery f£rom the crises of the two fires as "Bootstrap

roject No. 1, and other such projects would continue into the 1960's in the quest
for good and better schools for our little city and county.

PCST SCHOOL FIRES ERA FOR CAIRO SCHOOLS

2
|

temporary school building was put to other good use. Basketbhball fans
and players may like to know of the first high school indoor floor, as I remember,

and told to me by some of those players. The partitions of the temporary barrack type
lding, the second one, after the new brick building occupied were toxn

out and made a basketball floor. A high jumper could nearly touch the ceiling. I
helped a little in coaching, and the team had to xrun, run to score, for themwould

be very little cutside shooting for the ball would hit the ceiling. Some of those
Cairo High players now have grandchildren in Cairo Schools who will enjoy the modern
hardwood gymnasium floors. Among these players were: B ill Oliver, Jim Wood, Leo Bass,
Clower Mott, and Bobby Dyson.

j
:

After this temporary building was torn down, Cairo High School played basketb all
at serveral places as: Tobacco Warehouse, Copeland Park dance ahll, Cairoga Club Court
at 9 North Broad Street. The town boys, some who had played at college, were the
pioneers, however, for indoor basketball in Cairc for they had a team that played
nearxby towna as Felham, Camilla and others, and that playing court was the second floor
of the City Hall. what an "all purpose building” our City Hall is. BEarly in the
traveling lyceum lecturers performed there; black-face comedian shows; Grady
iyst Court sessions held there in 1906-1907 until the courthouse was built;
srvices when churches were building; the public library was there for
5 years; now the Chamber of Commerce Office, and all the while the City of
Cairo's business upstairs, and wit<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>