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Summer Fun
Plenty of summer activities 

planned for children
BY DEAN POLING
The Valdosta Daily Times

♦ VALDOSTA — School has closed for summer. What 
can kids do with all of that free time during these sum
mer weeks? Luckily, several area organizations have 
planned a summer filled with camps, fun classes, activi
ties, field trips, etc. Here are some of the summer 
events planned for area youths.

Valdostadailytimes.com Thursday, May 28,2009

ANNETTE HOWELL TURNER 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS

The arts center, 527 N. Patterson'St., has numerous 
classes planned for the summer months, for various 
ages. More information: Call 247-2787; or visit 
www.turnercenter.org. 
Classes are scheduled 
for the weeks of June 8- 
12, June 15-19, June 22- 
26, June 29-July 3, July 
20-24. Each week offers 
different classes. Class
es include portrait mak
ing, nature art, pottery, 
comic book creation, 
mosaic drawing, mosa
ic tile, fiber fun, sculp
ture, cooking, etiquette. 
Costs vary

* BOYS & GIRLS

CLUB
With locations at 

Lake Laurie Drive and 
the corner of Toombs 
Street and North Street, 
the Boys & Girls Club of 
Valdosta’s Summer Pro
gram 2009 offers young
sters recreational activities as well as programs in the 
arts, character and leadership, education and career de
velopment, physical education, social recreation. Swim
ming, arts & crafts, outdoor activities, field trips, etc., 
are also offered during the summer program. Boys and 
girls must be 5-14 years old to participate and must have 
turned 5 prior to April 1,2009, and be enrolled in 
kindergarten for the next school term. Times and dates: 
Both facilities are open from 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; pro
gram hours are 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., starting Tuesday, 
May 26, then Mondays through Fridays, through July 
31. Then hours (13-18): 1-9 p.m. Mondays through Thurs
days; 6-11 p.m. Fridays; 1-5 p.m. Saturdays. All facilities 
closed Friday, July 3, in observation of the Fourth of 
July. Cost: Lake Laurie, $55 per week; Toombs Street, 
$35 per week. More information: Call 242-0676, adminis
trative office; Lake Laurie, 247-5437; Toombs Street, 242- 
2058; or www.boysandgirlsclubofvaldosta.org

THE DISCOVERY CENTER OF VALDOSTA
Two art summer workshops are planned, June 1-4 

and June 15-18, for youngsters kindergarten through 
fifth grade. Drawing, painting, arts & crafts, games, oth
er activities vary depending on the week. Workshops at 
the center’s 2904A N. Patterson St. location. Cost: $60 
per child, each workshop. More information: Visit 
www.discoverycentervaldosta.com; or call 563-5507.

Sunday, May 24,2009

QUOLA students perform today
BY DEAN POLING
The Valdosta Daily Times

VALDOSTA — The Quality of 
Life Association’s students present a 
recital of strings, piano, dance and 
drama this evening.

This will be the latest recital 
since QUOLA introduced these pro
grams in its building and area Boys 
and Girls Club locations. QUOLA’s 
program falls under the umbrella of, 
Arts Inc. Arts Inc. was founded by 
Katherine Mixson in 1960 and con
tinued through the School of the 
Arts through 1982.

In 2005, Mixson revived Arts Inc. 
with help from Janet Robinson, 
Nancy Stipe, Laura Holland, Lois 
Cunningham, Dr. Amanda Brown, 
Shirley Wilson, Shad Stipe, Lisa 
Hamilton, Sabra Stipe and Shirley 
Stipe Zendel.

Arts Inc. works with the area’s

Performance
Quality of Life Association students 

perform.
When: 6 p.m. today 

Where: Annette Howell Turner 
Center for the Arts, 527 N. 

Patterson St.
Admission: Free. 

More information: Call 247-2787.

arts groups to provide arts instruc
tion and participation which many 
local youngsters may not otherwise 
find available. The focus of the pro
gram is currently on Valdosta- 
Lowndes County and the Quitman- 
Brooks County areas with the possi
bility of increased outreach in the 
future.

PIANO: (Playing Little Fingers) 
Bless Kelly, Kevin Bradley, Alexan

dria D. Carter, Makayla Scruggs, 
Kolby Bradley, Maia N. Castleberry. 
(Intermediate Class) Elizabeth Kelly 
Amanda D. Carter, Gabriel Cloud, 
Jada Brown, Joshua McCormick.

GUEST DANCERS: Aaron 
Richards, Javona I. Davis.

STRINGS, DRAMA, DANCE: 
Makayla Scruggs, Bless Kelly, 
Jakaylin Brown, Alexandria Carter, 
Evelyn Williams, Eric Brown, Danu- 
ja McKire, Maraynna Jenkins, Keith 
Lewis, Kolby Bradley, Kevin Bradley, 
Artis Carter, Stephen Williams, 
Amanda Carter, Malik Brooks, Al
isha Jones, Erica Brown, Jada 
Brown, Gabriel Cloud, Elizabeth 
Kelly

Quality of Life Association stu
dents perform 6 p.m. today, Annette 
Howell Turner Center for the Arts, 
527 N. Patterson St. Admission: 
Free. More information: Call 247- 
2787.

Valdostadailytimes.com
http://www.turnercenter.org
http://www.boysandgirlsclubofvaldosta.org
http://www.discoverycentervaldosta.com
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incarnation,’ artist Barbara Payne Ward.

PRINT
IT

Printmaker one 
of new art shows

opening
BYJDEANJPOLING
The Valdosta Daily Times

VALDOSTA — Barbara Payne 
Ward is a whirlwind of artistic ac
tivity

In the past couple of years, she 
has participated in dozens of exhi
bitions from her home base in 
Amarillo, Texas, to Australia to 
Valdosta starting this week with 
the opening of her printmaking 
exhibit in the Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the Arts.

Ward’s work is one of five new 
shows opening with a free public 
reception Monday evening at the 

' arts center.
While she has been catching 

the eyes of collectors, jurists and 
art lovers throughout the nation 
and internationally, she has a Val
dosta connection. Ward is a former 
student of Valdosta State Universi
ty Art’s Danielle Harmon, prior to 
Danielle Harmon’s arrival in Val
dosta. Ward also contributed work 
as part of art center curator Jamie 

• Harmon’s drawproject exhibits.
In creating her works, Ward 

takes a different perspective than 
whatmany may expect from print- 
making. She offers an expression- 
istic, abstracted approach.

“My images begin as ideas,” 
Ward notes in an artistic state
ment. “Exploring questions about 
and connections to nature, human 
relationships, epiphanic life expe
riences, and bur humanity, I work 
with abstracted images and identi
fiable images used in an abstract, 
metaphorical manner to convey 
my ideas into visual works on pa
per.” •

She also creates a texture of 
forms within her prints to explore 
her ideas and themes. A layered 
approach that seems to examine a 
concept tier by tier.

“The interplay of evolving digi
tal/photographic technologies and 
techniques with age-old processes 
allows me to incorporate printing 
on and with alternative materials 
and tools,” Ward says. “I view con
temporary printmaking and my 
process as a synthesis of tradition- 
£iltechniquescoupledwithfo 
novations occurring when I en
tered the dialogue and my open
ness to experimenting with and 
embracing these continuing inno- 

.vations.

H

Juxtaposition, artist Barbara Payne Ward.

‘Acoustical Waves,’ artist Barbara Payne Ward.
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Changing of the Curator
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GALLERY
Artist Barbara Payne Wad’s exhibit 

opens in Josette’s Gallery, along 
with the Best of Spring Into Art, • 

Sallie and Harmon Boyette Gallery; 
artist Fay Bridges Hyatt, Price- 
Campbell Foundation Gallery;

Valdosta Photo Competition jerry 
Tillman Gallery; the Boys and Girls 

Club, Roberta George Children's 
Gallery.

Where: Annette Howell Turner 
■ Center for the Arts, 

527 N. Patterson St.
When: These shows open with a 

free public reception, 5-7 p.m. 
Monday. Winners will be announced 
for Best of Spring Into Art during 

this reception.
Show run: This show runs from 

• Monday evening through Aug. 7.
Gallery hours: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Tuesdays through Thursdays; 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays; 
closed Sundays and Mondays with 

exception of opening reception 
evenings.

Admission: Free.
More information: Call 247-2787.

The opening of this show marks the last exhibit with Jamie Harmon as the center’s curator. Harmon has 
served as the curator since 2006..This show also marks the first exhibit for new curator Bill Shenton, a gradu
ate of the Lamar Dodd School of Art, University of Georgia, who grew up in Valdosta. He had worked at US 
Press for the past few years.

Valdostadailytimes.com
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Focus On...
Kaleidoscope Gallery

Jolie: 
open a st

a.m.-4p.m.” 

mid like to

nesstogel

PAUL LEAVY/THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES
Kaleidoscope Gallery located at 123 
N. Ashley St. in Downtown Valdosta.

A’ Fay: “I currently teach at the An
nette Howell Turner Center for the Arts 
once a week, and I will be opening the stu
dio area at the gallery to teach at least one 
more session and some weekend work
shops. We are trying to have four national
ly recognized artists every year for the

(^Z Who can participate in the work- ; 
shops and classes?

A: Fay: “All kinds of people can par
ticipate with all levels of artistic ability Of
ten, people have gone into a profession and 
when they retire, they go back to their first 
love which is usually art. People who are 
interested can call or visit us and give us 
their contact information. ”

QZ What is your contact information?

Az Fay: “Our e-mail address is kaleido- 
scopel23@att.net The phone number is 
(229) 245-1289. Jolie is the contact person. 
The location is 123 N. Ashley St., Valdosta.”

QZ Hours of operation?

Al Jolie: “Monday through Friday 10

PAUL LEAVY/THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES
Jolie Megahn Hyatt with her mother Fay Bridges Hyatt in the main showroom of 
Kaleidoscope Gallery located in Downtown Valdosta at 123 N. Ashley Street.

consider decorating an area or giving a gift 
domg fine-art por- item. For example, Father’s Day is coming 

26 years, and I also now, and we have a lot of nice things that a 
ople have told me to man would enjoy.”

e always wanted to Qz What instruction classes and work
shops do you offer?

4 M

“This is the greatest motivation in my 
art. A portrait has the capacity to capture ............................. ......................
likeness, a feeling and a character while
enhancing your decor with beautiful move- might do this as a venture and open a 
ments of paint and brush strokes, and col- gallery, teach in a studio, and have a setting 
or.” * for my portraiture as well.”

Eleven years ago, before she and her
daughter moved to Valdosta, they lived in Q.Z What is unique about your gallery? • 
Marietta. . .

While living in Marietta, she worked on AZ Fay: “I think mainly that we are go- 
portrait painting, and several of her works ing to offer studio settings to teach classes 
were accepted into juried art shows in the and workshops. I think this is the only stu- 
metro-Atlanta area. In addition to partici- dio in Valdosta which offers fine-art por-
pating in art exhibits, her work won nu- traiture.”

I
erous awards in Southeastern regional
•mpetitions. QZ What is your goal as owners of a
Her painting, “Jewel Radiance,” became gallery?

part of the permanent collection of the An-
nette Howell Turner Center for the Arts in AZ Fay: “We’d like to make Downtown 
Valdosta. Many of her portraits are and Valdosta the place to come and buy art, and

BYBOYANAPEEVA
The Valdosta Daily Times

VALDOSTA - Mother and daughter 
Fay and Jolie Hyatt made their dream 
come true by opening Kaleidoscope Gallery 
in Downtown Valdosta.

The new gallery represents the work of 
14 nationally recognized and award-win
ning artists including Fay Hyatt herself, 
and it features a wide range of art pieces 
such as paintings, folk art, stained glass, 
furniture, jewelry, sculpture and pottery.

“By representing 14 artists, we almost - 
cover everything from wildlife to regional 
plantation scenes,” Fay Hyatt said.

Kaleidoscope is 2,700 square feet, and 
about half of it is occupied by the gallery 
while the rest of the space is designed for 
studio-setting instruction and workshops.

Fay Hyatt is a Valdosta artist with al
most 26 years of experience in painting 
fine-art portraits.

“My strongest inclination in art is to

AZ Fay: “Jolie and I want our gaUery 
to enhance all artistic endeavor in Valdos
ta. We hope that everyone will come to see 
all the art in Downtown Valdosta and make 
a special point to visit Kaleidoscope to see 
all the beautiful artwork the 14 artists, we 
currently represent, have created.”

workshops.

mailto:kaleido-scopel23@att.net
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Best of Spring Into Art 
winners announced

_____
PAUL LEAVY/THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

Artist Marshall Norris describes his 3-D art ‘Depressurized Deactivator Detonator’ to Richard Marlin and his 
girlfriend and show artist Allyse Hargrove at the Best of Spring into Art 2009 at the Annette Howell Turner 
Center for the Arts Monday. Norris received third place in 3-D art for his piece, with Michael T. Schmidt 
receiving first place in 3-D for his work ‘Alternative Industrial Complex #003.' Janelle Wisehart took home first 
place honors for her 2-D art work'untitled.'

Springing into art

Ll—_
B 
i—

PAUL LEAVY/THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES
Best of Spring into Art 2009 artist Hank Fleck and Adeline Wilkes look over a piece of art at the Annette Howel! 
Turner Center for the Arts Monday.

BY DEAN POLING
The Valdosta Daily Times .

VALDOSTA —Best of 
Spring Into Art winners 
were announced Monday 
evening during the opening 
reception of five new shows 
at the Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the Arts.

Best of Spring Into Art 
displays the juried selec
tions from the recent 
Spring Into Art show In ad- 

■ dition to the juried selec
tions, winners and honor
able mentions are chosen.

This year’s Best of 
Spring Into Art winners are 
Janelle Wisehart, first-place 
two-dimensional, untitled 
work; Michael T. Schmidt, 
first-place three-dimension
al, “Alternative Industrial 
Complex #003”; Travis Sim
mons, second-place two-di
mensional, “Demian”; 
Richard Estes, Second-place 
three-dimensional, “Duel , 
Nature”; Meagan Moore, 
third-place two-dimension
al, “Wish”; H. Marshall 
Norris, third-place three-di
mensional, “Depressurized

Deactivator Detonator”; 
Larry Elshoff, fourth-place 
two-dimensional, “Tire 
Tracks”; Barbara Balzer, 
fourth-place three-dimen
sional, “Smile on a Stick.” 

Honorable mentions:
Philip Bagrow, Lena Bosch, 
Rani Garner, Luana Good
win, Colleen Harris, James 
Melvin, A. Blake Pearce, 
Richard Peterman, Pamela 
Robinson, Brian Wrinn.

Best of Spring Into Art 
is on display in the Sallie 
and Harmon Boyette 
Gallery Winners were also 
announced for the city’s 
Valdosta Photo Competi
tion, Jerry Tillman Gallery 
Other opening exhibits in
cluded Barbara Payne 
Ward’s prints, Josette’s 
Gallery; Fay,Bridges Hyatt, 
Price-Campbell Foundation 
Gallery; the Boys and Girls 
Club, Roberta George Chil
dren’s Gallery These shows 
run through early August.

Look for more on many of 
these shows each week in the 
SundayLife section of The 
Valdosta Daily Times and 
the feature section of val- 
dostadailytimes.com.

valdostadailytimes.com
dostadailytimes.com
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Janelle Wisehart, first-place two-dimensional, untitled work.

Best of the Best
Spring Into Art’s annual second act

BY DEAN POLING
The Valdosta Daily Times

VALDOSTA—Spring Into Art is a powerful exhibit The most inclusive 
art show in South Georgia, it annually features hundreds of works by hun
dreds of artists, and fills every wall and almost all of the floor space in the 
Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts’ galleries.

And now that it’s finished, let’s be frank: Spring Into Art can be over- 
whelming. So much to see, packed together like a manic kaleidoscope, that 
a viewer almost doesn’t know where to look.

That’s not a bad thing, but a viewer can lose sight of some gems.
Best of Spring Into Art culls those hundreds of pieces into a more man

ageable number of dozens. You can relax and enjoy the judges’ picks from 
all of the Spring Into Art entries, dr you can follow the traditional “Best of” 
tradition by disagreeing completely with the judges’selections. .

The Best of works were announced as early as the April opening of the 
Spring Into Art show, but the top-prize winners were announced this past 
■week.

This year’s Best of Spring Into Art winners are Janelle Wisehart, first- 
place two-dimensional, untitled work; Michael T. Schmidt, first-place three- 
dimensional, “Alternative Industrial Complex #003”; Travis Simmons, sec
ond-place two-dimensional, “Why”;’Richard Estes, second-place three-di
mensional, “Duel Nature”; Meagan Moore, third-place two-dimensional, 
“Wish”; H. Marshall Norris, third-place three-dimensional, “Depressurized 
Deactivator Detonator”; Larry Elshoff, fourth-place two-dimensional, “Tire 
Tracks”; Barbara Balzer, fourth-place three-dimensional, “Smile on a 
Stick.”

Honorable mentions: Philip Bagrow, Lena Bosch, Rani Garner, Luana 
Goodwin, Colleen Harris, James Melvin, A. Blake Pearce, Richard Peter
man, Pamela Robinson, Brian Wrinn.

Richard Estes, second-place 
three-dimensional,‘Duel Nature.’

Michael T. Schmidt, first-place three-dimensional, 
‘Alternative Industrial Complex #003.’

GALLERY
Best of Spring Into Art on exhibit in the Sallie and Harmon Boyette Gallery; along with 
artist Barbara Payne Ward’s exhibit, Josette’s Gallery; artist Fay Bridges Hyatt, Price- 
Campbell Foundation Gallery; Valdosta Photo Competition, Jerry Tillman Gallery; the 

Boys and Girls Club, Roberta George Children’s Gallery.
Where: Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts, 527 N. Patterson St.

Wh'en: These shows run through Aug. 7.
Gallery hours: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesdays through Thursdays; 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays; closed Sundays and Mondays with exception of opening reception evenings.

Admission: Free.
More Information: Call 247-2787.

Travis Simmons, second-place two-dimensional, ‘Why.’

BOOKS —-----------—------—-----------------—

BY DEAN POLING
The Valdosta Daily Times

WAR OF NECESSITY WAR OF CHOICE:
Richard N. Haass

Subtitled “A Memoir of Two Iraq Wars,” Richard N. 
Haass was there for both of them. He served as a special as
sistant to President George H. W Bush and a senior director 
on the staff of the National Security Council during the first 
Gulf War. He was mostly on the periphery in the administra
tion of President George W Bush as a director of policy 
planning for the State Department and an advisor for Secre
tary of State Colin Powell during the build-up and start of 
the current Iraq War. As may be guessed, Haass views the 
first Iraq engagement as a war of necessity; the current Iraq . 
struggle as a war of choice. He details how the first Presi
dent Bush carefully plotted an international coalition to con
front Saddam Hussein after Iraq invaded Kuwait. He felt his 
advice and thoughts were heeded by George H.W Bush, but 
not so much by fellow advisers within the administration of

War of 
Necessity

George W Bush. Haass contends that Bush and many in the 
administration were bent on a second war with Iraq, despite 
cautions from himself, Powell and others. He claims that his 
advice wasn’t ignored by the 43rd president following 9/11; 
rather, he never really had an opportunity to make his case 
to the president. Other officials, specifically then-National 
Security Advisor Condoleeza Rice, told Haass that a second 
war m Iraq was a done deal. Haass attempted to pull the par
ty line on Iraq, but often found himself assigned to make ar
guments in public that he opposed in private. Haass left the 
second Bush Administration. There are other more enlight
ening books on the current Iraq War, but Haass’ volume is 
an intriguing comparison and contrast between the Iraq 
War of the first President Bush and the Iraq War of the sec
ond President Bush.

A MEMOIR OF TWO IRAQ WARS

War of 
Choice

Richard N. Haass



Page 8E Valdostadallytimes.com Sunday, June 14,2009

FIRST PLACE NATURE: ‘Scratching the Early Morning Itch,’ Marvin Smith.

FIRST PLACE ARCHITECTURE: ‘Pillar of Strength,’ 
Sheri Johnson.

Visions of 
Valdosta

City hosts first photo contest
BYDEANPOUNG
The Valdosta Daily Times

VALDOSTA — Four is the traditional number of new 
art exhibits opening at the Annette Howell Turner Center 
for the Arts but, earlier this month, with the opening of 
the latest series of shows, the center unveiled five shows.

This fifth show reveals the eyes of the city
The city of Valdosta’s Georgia Cities Week Photo Con

test is in the Jerry Tillman Gallery, where the center’s 
African art pieces are usually exhibited.

FIRST PLACE RECREATION: ‘Two Again,’ Mike Gebora.

FIRST PLACE CULTURE: 
‘Culture within 
Culture,’ Kevin Wheeler.

The city’s exhibit attracted 39 entries in six different 
categories: people, places, nature, recreation, culture, and 
architecture. Photographs were judged for quality, cre
ativity, telling a story, and “how well it conveyed the 
unique character of life in the Valdosta community” not
ed Sementha Mathews, the city’s public information offi
cer.

“I applaud all of our contestants for their participation 
in this year’s event and for the fine job of capturing life in 
our city through the lens of their cameras,” Valdosta 
Mayor John Fretti said at the show’s opening earlier this 
month. “As our community approaches its 150th birthday 
next year in 2010, we hope to use these fine pieces of art 
in some of the material that will promote the sesquicen- 
tennial event as well as on our city Web site and various 
other information venues.”

The show is a whirlwind of visions of Valdosta. From 
the area’s 4^me to musical culture, people at play to the 
shapes of brings, the photo exhibit reveals the hidden 
and not-so-hidden graces of Valdosta.

THE WINNERS
Category People Winner: Kevin Wheeler, “Earth to 

Natalie.” Honorable Mention: Susan Davis, “Greatest 
Generation.”

Category Places Winner: Ellen Clary, “Valdosta.” 
Honorable Mentions: Mark Daughtrey, “Morning Sur
plus.” Sheri Johnson, “Beyond Vision.”

Category Nature Winner: Marvin Smith, “Scratch
ing the Early Morning Itch.” Honorable Mentions: Tom 
Acey, “Ducks in a Row.” Kevin Wheeler, “Natural Diversi
ty”

Category Recreation Winner: Mike Gebora, “Two 
Again.” Honorable Mentions: Orallee “Chip” Robinson, 
“Quiet Time.” Kevin Wheeler, “When Nature Calls.” •

Category Culture Winner: Kevin Wheeler, “Culture 
Within Culture.” Honorable Mention: Jamie Harmon, 
“Trike.” ' .

Category Architecture Winner: Sheri Johnson, “Pil
lar of Strength.” Honorable Mention: Sarah Current, 
“The Playhouse.”

GALLERY
Valdosta Photo Competition exhibit is in the Jerry Tillman 

Gallery, along with artist Barbara Payne Ward's exhibit, 
Josette’s Gallery: Best of Spring Into Art, Sallie and Har

mon Boyette Gallery; artist Fay Bridges Hyatt, Price- 
Campbell Foundation Gallery; the Boys and Girls Club, 

Roberta George Children's Gallery.
Where: Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts, 527 N. 

Patterson St.
When: This show runs through early August.

Gallery hours: 10 a.m,-6 p.m. Tuesdays through Thurs
days; 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays; closed Sun
days and Mondays with exception of opening reception 

evenings.
Admission: Free.

More information: Call 247-2787

Valdostadallytimes.com
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'Little Peacock, Lucille,’ artist Fay Bridges Hyatt.

Sunday, June 28,2009

Morris Smith's book signing 
for "Better Than Jail" is 
tentatively scheduled for 
Aug. 8, South Georgia 
Regional Library. The 
book may be purchased 
at the Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the 
Arts, 527 N. Patterson 
St; Classic Art & Frame, 
1601 Baytree Road. The 
book costs $20.

Faces Forward
vaidostadailytimes.com

Faye Bridges 
Hyatt: An 

artist you know 
by her faces

BY DEAN POLING
THE VALDOSTA DAILYTIMES

VALDOSTA—Many 
area art patrons may not 
recognize Fay Bridges Hy
att, but they know her 
work when they see her 
faces.

Hyatt can paint any
thing and paint it well, as 
her current Annette How
ell Turner Center for the 
Arts exhibit testifies. But 
she is best known for her 
portrait paintings.

Walk through the 
Price-Campbell Founda
tion Gallery and many 
faces stare back at visi
tors.

There’s the Lucille se
ries of a woman in a wide- 
brimmed hat.

Many of the portraits 
are of women and girls of 
allages.

Hyatt has a delicate, yet 
determined, way with 
paints and capturing not 
only likenesses, but the 
spirit of a person, re
vealed through the eyes, a 
smile, an expression. A 
Rembrandt quality shines, 
through several of her 
canvases.

“My strongest inclina
tion in art is to draw and 
paint people... their many 
characteristics... to con-

Fanny, A Colorful Retrospective.’

vey personality and digni
ty, humor and change... to 
catch the human spirit,” 
Hyatt notes in an artistic 
statement. “This is the 
greatest motivation in my 
art.”

She has mounted sever- . 
al Valdosta shows, includ
ing past exhibits in the 
arts center, Smith 
Northview Hospital, The 
Valdosta Daily Times 
Southern Artists League 
Artist of the Month, as 
well as participation in ex- 
hibits across the nation.

Her work is part of many 
permanent collections. 
She was commissioned to 
pamt the portrait of Park
er Greene as part of the 
dedication of Moody Air 
Force Base’s Parker 
Greene Base Support Cen
ter.

Recently, Hyatt and her 
daughter, Jolie, opened 
Downtown Valdosta’s 
Kaleidoscope Gallery 123 
N. Ashley St.

Kaleidoscope best de
fines the variety and di
versity of her work, but it

[gallery
ARTIST FAY BRIDGES 

HYATTS WORK is in the 
Price-Campbell 
Foundation Gallery, 
along with Best of 
Spring Into Art, Sallie 
and Harmon Boyette

, Gallery; artist Barbara 
Payne Ward's exhibit, 
Josette’s Gallery;
Valdosta Photo 
Competition, Jerry 
Tillman Gallery; the 
Boys and Girls Club, 
Roberta George 
Children’s Gallery.

WHERE: Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the 
Arts, 527 N. Patterson 
St.

WHElfcThese shows run 
through Aug. 7.

GALLERY HOURS: 10 a m-6 
p.m. Tuesdays through 
Thursdays; 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays; closed 
Sundays and Mondays 
with exception of 
opening reception 
evenings.

ADMISSION: Free.
MORE INFORMATION:

Call 247-2787.

is her faces that remain 
her signature.

“A portrait has the ca
pacity to capture likeness 
... feeling... and character, 
while enhancing your de
cor with beautiftd move
ments of paint and brush
strokes and color,” Hyatt 
notes. “A work of art... a 
favored possession.”

vaidostadailytimes.com
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A Community of Art
Boys & Girls Club create colorful show

BY DEAN POLING 

. THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA —Art 
can help both artist and 
viewer better under
stand their world.

Filling one wall of 
the Roberta George Chil
dren’s Gallery is a mu
ral of Valdosta. The col- 
orful drawing details the 
city’s landmarks but al
so captures a sense of 
Valdosta’s spirit through 
the eyes of the young
sters of the Valdosta 
Boys & Girls Club.

Several youngsters 
created this inviting mu
ral of Valdosta. So, it in
cludes many themes and 
styles blended together 
into a community of 
artistic vision. It took a 
community of children 
to create this impression 
of a community

In addition to this 
mural, dozens of art
works are displayed in 
the gallery: Children’s 
portraits, another col
lage-mural of a cartoon 
world, three-dimension
al works, and more.

The arts center dedi
cates the Roberta 
George gallery to sup
porting and encourag
ing children’s art.

The Valdosta Boys & 
Girls Club is devoted to 
supporting and encour
aging area children.

The combination of 
the two makes for a live
ly show.

‘Super Bee,’ identified only to Davante.

GALLERY
The Boys and Girls Club

‘Creatures In Neighborhood,’ artist Tyler Pye.

exhibit is on display in 
the Roberta .George 
Children's Gallery.

Where: Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the
Arts, 527 N. Patterson 
st ’Ml

When: These shows run 
through Aug. 7.

Gallery hours: 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Tuesdays 
through Thursdays; 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays; closed 
Sundays and Mon
days with exception of 
opening reception 
evenings.

Admission: Free. 
Call 247-2787.

valdostadailytimes.com
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\ Four friends, four pianos, one night
BY DEAN POLING

THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA — The Annette 
Howell Turner Center for the Arts 
hosts a special concert Monday 
evening featuring arrangements 
for four pianos.

On those four pianos will be Ed 
Barr, Mike Braz, Jerry Gowen and 
Jerry Roberson, performing as 
CristoFouri.

The concert’s music has been 
specially arranged to feature all 
four pianos.

These musicians are long-time 
friends who kicked off their piano 
group earlier this year in States-

I AT A GLANCE

CristoFouri plays 7:30 p.m. Monday, 
Annette Howell Turner Center for 
the Arts, 527 N. Patterson St.

Tickets: $25, adult; $10, children 
under 10. Desserts, coffee, wine 
served after concert.

More information, reservations:
Call 247-2787. See this Sunday’s 
Life section for more on this 
group.

boro. Barr is a Valdosta musician 
and former member of Valdosta 
State University’s music depart
ment.

Two of the other members are 
Barr’s former music students from - 
his days teaching high school.
Some Valdosta folks traveled to 
Statesboro for the March show and 
recommended a Valdosta perform
ance to the arts center.

Barr also arranges the music for 
the group.

“Every selection we play is 
arranged for all four players and 
four pianos,” Barr said. “... Also 
during the concert each 
performer will be featured on a so
lo number.”

Together, CristoFouri performs 
everything from classical works to 
the Beatles on four grand pianos.

valdostadailytimes.com
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Fbythe numbers

juL pianos and piano 
players.

1965 '
Year Ed Barr met fellow 
members Jerry Roberson and 
Jerry Gowen.

52 will white piano keys.

Four pianos, one
evening concert

number.
Join

ing Barr 
are fellow 
Cristo- 
Fouri 
members 
Mike 
Braz, Jer
ry Gowen 
and Jerry 
Roberson.

While 
Cristo
Fouri

BY DEAN POLING
THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

C
ristoFouri is a combination 
of teachers and students, 
friends and colleagues, all 

arranged into an evening of four- 
part piano music.

Monday evening, CristoFouri 
plays the Annette Howell Turner 
Center for the Arts. Like the 
group itself, the performance 
promises to present a combination 
for the Valdosta audience: some
thing familiar and something new.

For many, the familiar will be 
Ed Barr, a Valdosta musician, 
band leader, and former music in
structor with Valdosta State Uni
versity. In CristoFouri, Barr per
forms as one of the four pianists. 
He also'arranges the evening’s 
music.

‘ “Every selection we play is 
arranged for all four players and 
four pianos,” Barr said. “I write 
the arrangements for the group. 
Also during the concert, each per
former will be featured on a solo

‘Every selection 

we play is 

arranged for all 

four players and 

four pianos.’

Ed Barr
Valdosta musicain 

played its first concert earlier this 
year, the group’s roots reach back 
to 1960s Folkston, Ga.

Gowen and Roberson, the two 
Jerrys, were teenage friends at
tending Charlton County High 
School. They were also members 
of the band. Gowen played trum
pet. Roberson played euphonium, 
a tenor-toned brass instrument. 
They actually played a wide range 
of instruments, including key
boards.

In 1965, the high school hired 
the recent Valdosta State graduate 
Ed Barr as band director.

“The Gowen home by then had

Showtime. ■
CristoFouri

When: 7:30 p.m. Monday.
Where: Annette Howell Turner 

Center for the Arts, 527 N. 
Patterson St.

Tickets: $25, adult; $10, children 
under 10.
Desserts, coffee, wine served 
after concert.

More information, reservations: Call 
247-2787.

^WB«^ ,
become an extension of the CCHS 
Band Room and after-school jam
ming was a daily event with 
Gowen, Roberson, Gowen’s clar
inet-playing sister, Elaine, and oth
ers participating,” according to 
the CristoFouri bio information. 
“Barr, also a multi-instrumental
ist, frequently joined these im
promptu musicales.”

Like BaTr, Gowen and Rober
son earned music degrees. They 
taught music, performed, conduct
ed. In 2006, Gowen and Roberson 
reunited in their old jam sessions. 
Gowen had left Nashville, Tenn., 
to become a pianist at Sea Island’s 
Cloister Hotel. Roberson had be
come a piano technician and deal-

After one jam session, Gowen 
told Roberson he wanted to invite 
Barr to join them. Roberson want
ed to invite his friend and fellow 
musician Michael Braz.

“Barr agreed to write arrange
ments for the group, a rehearsal 
was scheduled and CristoFouri 
was born,” according to the 
group’s bio. “Within a short time 
it was obvious that the very wide 
and diverse backgrounds, stylistic 
differences, and musical empathy 
of the performers would con
tribute to the uniqueness of this 
foursome.”

The Valdosta Dajly Times in
terviewed Barr last week by e- 
mail. Here are some excerpts:

Interview
The* Valdosta Daily Hines: How 

long have the four of you per
formed as CristoFouri?

CRISTOFOURI 18C



CRISTOFOURI: Monday will be the first time group plays for Valdosta
Ed Barr “Our premiere 

concert was on March 29 
in Statesboro in the Emma 
Kelly Theater as part of 
the Averitt Center for the 
Arts Subscription Concert 
Series.”

The Valdosta Daily Times:
Monday’s show isn’t the 
first time the four of you 
have performed together 
as CristoFouri, but is it the 
first time in Valdosta?

Ed Barr “Yes, our first 
Valdosta performance.

The Valdosta Daily Times: 
How did this Valdosta con
cert come about?

Ed Barr “Several people 
from Valdosta attended the 
Statesboro concert and 
some of them mentioned 
our performance to Cheryl 
Oliver (executive director, 
Annette Howell Turner 
Center for the Arts) and 
she contacted me.”

The Valdosta Daily Times: 
What kind of group re
hearsal time do the four of 
you get or require for a 
performance such as this?

Ed Barr: “We practiced 10 
times in Statesboro (that’s 
because we had access to 
four grand pianos in one

studio there — one mem
ber owns a piano store) for 
about four hours each time 
to prepare for our first con
cert. On the day before a 
concert, we will generally 
practice most of the day — 
for this Valdosta perform
ance we got together three 
times in Statesboro, and 
we will have two more here 
after we have the four pi
anos set up at Turner on 
Saturday before the con
cert. We have to practice 
this much because there is

so much interaction be
tween the performers. All 
of the selections are 
arranged but there are sec
tions within the arrange
ment that are ‘open’ — 
open means that we can 
improvise and we have to 
be very attentive to each 
player so each part fits per
fectly with the other three 
parts.

That’s one of our major 
challenges. Sometime in 
rehearsal one member will

of us will just start playing 
it to see how it fits the 
group. Then if it works, 
and we like it, I might 
arrange on paper or we 
might play it without a 
written arrangement — 
playing it in our heads, as 
it’s called. We also do a seg
ment in the program that’s 
called ‘Stump the Band’ 
(obviously we got this from 
the old Johnny Carson / 
Doc Severinsen ‘Tonight 
Show’ schtick) where we 
invite audience members

to call out a tune and we 
play it (if we know it) with 
all four pianos. This 
turned out to be one of the 
fun parts of the Statesboro 
concert and it was just an 
afterthought. We were try
ing to decide on selections 
for the concert and one of 
the guys said we should 
play tunes that people 
know and this led to some
body saying we can ask 
them what they want to 
hear. And that’s how that 
evolved.”

The Valdosta Daily Times: 
CristoFouri. Is that a play 
on the name of Bar
tolomeo Cristofori? Is he 
considered the inventor of 
the piano?

Ed Barr Absolutely! This 
is also in the blurb. Of 
course the piano was not 
invented — it was a long 
developmental and evolu
tionary process, but Cristo
fori is called the ‘inventor’ 
of the piano because he 
was the one who made 
many changes and is cred
ited with modernizing the 
instrument, and his instru
ment was similar to the 
one we play today”

iM^WYwvl ftw S^iM, )vLy Zi,^
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Judy Hart, left, and Snady Willis look over some of the quilts on display from the Withla- 
coochee Quilters Guild during the series opening Monday night at the Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the Arts. Three other exhibits opened: John Elliott’s photography, artists 
Lisa Kent and Mary Ann Cox, and Summer Art Classes from the South Georgia Regional 
Libary System.

PAUL LEAVY | THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

PAUL LEAVY | THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES
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Quilters Guild exhibit opens

iPHoisS'

My fountain of youth
Alysha Bye, 3, plays in one of the waterfalls in the courtyard of the Annette Howell Turner 
Center for the Arts Monday evening.

valdostadailytimes.com


‘Battle at the Bus (Miami, Fla.),’ artist John Elliott.

Photographs trap 
immortality in 
one of four new 
center exhibits

BY DEAN POLING
THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA — John Elliott’s 
photographs seem to trap mo
ments from the past, but they are 
timeless moments: Youths danc
ing; a group of people on the 
precipice of violence.

Elliott’s photographs are mo
ments trapped in film that tran
scend into timeless moments. The 
dancers of “Dance of Life (Black 
Rock City, Nev.)” may have grayed 
and slowed in real life. In Elliott’s 
picture, these dancers have 
achieved immortality, forever 
young, forever dancing, as if they 
are some mystical folk dancing at 
the base of Mount Olympus.

Elliott’s photographs are one of 
four new exhibits opening this 
weekend at the Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the Arts.

Shot mostly in black and 
white, with a silver-fiber tech
nique, his photographs could have 
been taken five minutes ago or 50 
years ago. Timeless.

Yet, Elliott isn’t seeking im
ages that defy time, but photo
graphs that define the intercon
nections of all mankind.

“For this series on the univer
sality of humanity, I seek dynam
ic or interrelated movements of 
people within the depth of physi
cal spacef Elliott says in an artis
tic statement. “There may be the 
pulse of youthful freedom and ex
uberance, which adds spontaneity 
or joy to the captured moment; 
conversely, there may be a sense 
of insight or reflection by the sub
ject.”

Elliott has exhibited his work 
from Atlanta to New York. His 
photography career started as an 
Art Institute of Atlanta art in
structor. For nearly two decades, 
he has worked as a marketing and 
communications designer in cor
porate and ad agencies. Elliott is 
president and creative director at 
Millennium Communications, an 
Atlanta-based business communi
cations and media production 
agency. He has traveled extensive
ly and the photographs in his 
“The Human Pulse” reflect travels 
across four continents.

“I strive to shed light on the 
cultural or social conditions I en
counter and simultaneously cap
ture the interest of the audience, 
through my selection of venues 
and scenes,” Elliott said. “In some 
of the images, there is an ambigu
ity of event or action, which elic
its curiosity. I believe questions 
are often just as important as an
swers.”

‘Our River (Dublin, Ga.),’ artist John Elliott.

GALLERY

by the subject. ”

“There may be the pulse 

of youthful freedom and 

exuberance, which adds 

spontaneity or joy to the 

captured moment;
conversely, there may be a 

sense of insight or reflection

John Elliott's photography exhibit opens in 
the Price-Campbell Foundation Gallery 
along with three other exhibits Withla- 
coochee Quilters Guild, Sallie and Har
mon Boyette Gallery; artists Lisa Kent 
and Mary Ann Cox, Josette's Gallery; 
Summer Art Classes from the Arts Cen
ter and South Georgia Regional Library, 
Roberta George Children's Gallery.

Where: Annette Howell Turner Center for 
the Arts, 527 N. Patterson St.

Reception: These shows open with a free, 
public reception, 5-7 p.m. Monday.

Run dates: These shows run from Monday 
through Sept. 23.

Gallery hours: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Thursdays; 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Fri
days and Saturdays; closed Sundays and 
noh-reception Mondays.

More information: Call 247-2787.

I

‘Dance of Life (Black Rock City, Nev.),’ artist John Elliott. 
■ r
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Presenting

Of Mice And Men

BW

Reservations & information: Call (229) 247- 
2787; or visit the arts center at 527 N. 
Patterson St.

Time: 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. “The Sunshine Boys” a 
8, Mathis City Auditorium, decade ago. This is a pro- 
2300 N. Ashley St. For the fessional, touring produc-

2009-10 Presenter Senes
BY DEAN POLING

THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

ihe Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts Pre
senter Series’ 2009-10 season returns to a past 
rhythm: Two shows in the fall, and two more shows 

in the early part of next year. They also feel it is a 
stronger Presenter Series of shows than last year They 
may be right. The coming season seems to have some
thing for everyone.

Gail Hobgood and Nancy Warren, who deve 
Presenter Series season, shared a sneak peek of the 
shows with The Valdosta Daily Times last week.

After a couple years of one fall and three spring 
shows, this season returns to the original pattern of two 
fall shows and two spring shows. Warren and Hobgood 
have also developed a diverse season with an illusion act, 
a non-musical dramatic play, a big Broadway musical, and 
a very different kind of tribute band.

Illusionaire: 
The Magic of Lyn Dillies

Time 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct. 20, Mathis City Audi
torium, 2300 N. Ashley St. 
Dillies is the 2009 winner of 
the Merlin Award for best 
female illusionist, and the 
Society of American Magi
cians has named her 
‘America’s premier female 
illusionist.

Yesterday & Today 
An Interactive Beatles 

Experience
lime: 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 

March 4, Mathis City Audi
torium, 2300 N. Ashley St. 
For starters, this show 
does not sell itself as a 
“Beatlemania”-type show. 
So, don’t expect a cast pre
tending to be John, Paul, 
George and Ringo. Don’t 
expect a cast juggling mop- 
top and longer-haired wigs, 
Sgt. Pepper epaulets, or 
round Granny glasses. Do

“This magical treat 
filled with laughter, energy 
and thrills will captivate 
our audience of all ages, 
Hobgood and Warren 
note. “‘Illusionaire’ is a 
dazzling show that’s sure 
to leave you scratching 
your head and wanting 
more.

expect rocking perform
ances of Beatles music 
which the audience gets to 
choose.

The “interactive” part 
of this show’s title means 
audience members write 
song requests along with 
comments on what this 
Beatle song means to the 
requester. These comments 
are shared as the band 
plays.

Hairspray

Tickets: Season tickets for the 
2009-10 Presenter Series are available 
for sale starting Monday. Season 
tickets, an admission for four shows, 
costs $145. An individual ticket for 
each show will cost $45. Past season 
ticketholders get first pick.

Sponsors: Presenter Series sponsors are 
The Valdosta Daily Times, Ambling, Dr. 
James Sinnott/Dr. Ed Fricker & Fami
lies. First.State Bank, Georgia Power, 
South Georgia Pecan, WALB.

Time: 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 11, Mathis City Audi- 
torium, 2300 N. Ashley St. 
A multiple Tony winner, 
including best musical, 
“Hairspray” was 
originally a quirky non
musical John Waters 
movie that was trans
formed into a live musical 
and then a movie based on 
the musical. Traditionally, 
a man dressed in drag

third season, the Presenter 
Series sponsors a Sunday 
matinee show. This time, 
the Presenter Series re
turns to its first straight
forward play since hosting 
a tour of Neil Simon’s

plays the plus-sized mom, 
starting with Divine and 
onto Harvey Fierstein, and 
John Travolta.

“Set in 1962, the story is 
pumped up with heart- 
throbs, unforgettable 
songs, and a fabulous teen 
with a (hair)do to die for,” 
says Warren and Hobgood. 
“‘Hairspray’ is irresistible 
musical comedy at its 
best.”

tion of John Steinbeck’s 
American classic of 
George and Lennie who 
dream of a better tomor
row but are threatened by 
the realities of their to
days.

valdostadailytimes.com
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Two
Voices
Artists on canvas and paper

GALLERY
BY DEAN POLING

THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA—Mary 
Ann Cox and Lisa Lind
sey Kent are two very dif
ferent kinds of artiste.

Cox has a loose 
painterly style that adapts 
and flows into many sub
jects. Kent’s style is also 
loose but she composes 
patterned canvases.

“Painting is a journey 
not a destination,” Cox 
says in an artistic state
ment.

The journey has 
brought them to Valdosta 
for the next several 

, weeks.
Both Tifton-based 

artiste, their works com
plement each other in 
their Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the 
Arts’exhibit, “Two Voic
es on Paper and Canvas.” 

Originally, the Cox- 
Kent show was to be ex
hibited in the center’s 
smaller Josette’s Gallery, 
but was moved to the 
Price-Campbell Founda
tion Gallery to accommo
date the number of works 

. from both artists.
Cox has spent most of 

her 53 years working on 
her art. Her artist grand
mother gave her a set of 
pastels at a young age, ac
cording to a biography

“She has always used 
watercolors and pastels, 
but her style has transi
tioned from descriptive to 
expressive,” according to 
the arte center bio.

Look at her painting of 
a cowboy It captures the 
mood of the swirling 
dust, the essence of pick
ing one’s self up, the dan- 

i ger of a bucking bronc. 
I She captures the essence 

of this scene in dream-

Artists Lisa Kent and 
Mary Ann Cox's shared 
exhibit is in the 
Price-Campbell

, Foundation Gallery: 
Withlacoochee Quilters 
Guild, Sallie and 
Harmon Boyette 
Gallery; John Elliott’s 
photography, Josette's 
Gallery; Summer Art 
Classes from the Arts 
Center and South 
Georgia Regional 
Library, Roberta George 
Children's Gallery.

Where Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the 
Arts, 527 N. Patterson 
St.

Run dates: These shows 
run from Monday 
through Sept. 23.

Gallery hours: 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Tuesdays through 
Thursdays; 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays; closed 
Sundays and non-re- 
ception Mondays.

More Information:
Call 247-2787.

like ripples of color.
Kent follows the theme 

of “home” in her pat
terned paintings. She has 
a spontaneous style con
trasted with a precise 
placement of patterned 
archetypes of houses: A 
pattern of home.

“Lisa creates art that 
expresses the rich, multi
faceted idea of Home in 
handmade, paper, paint, 
handmade textiles and on 
canvas or other surfaces,” 
according to her arte cen
ter bio. “Her images join 
texture with color, draw
ing the viewer in for a 
very personal experi
ence.”

'We're Not In Kansas Anymore,' artist Lisa Lindsey Kent.

Art by Mary Ann Cox.
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Bob Harrison, on behalf of the North Valdosta Rotary Club, presented a check for $4,000 

to Cheryl Oliver, executive director of the Turner Center for the Arts. Harrison is 
chairman of the Lowndes-Valdosta Arts Commission board, which oversees the Turner 
Center, immediate past president of NVRC and current assistant governor for Rotary - 
State of Georgia, District 6920. The donation came from proceeds of the 2009 NVRC 

auction held earlier this year.

valdostadailytimes.com
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A Writer’s Writer
Publisher wins writing awards

BY DEAN POLING
THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA —Roberta 
George is known for many 
things.

The Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the Arts’ 
Roberta George Children’s 
Gallery is named for her. 
She is the former director
of the arts center.

For years, she has led 
hundreds of students in 
weekly yoga courses. She 
leads a regular writers 
group.

She founded the Snake 
Nation Press and has pub
lished numerous area and 
national writers through 
books and in her literary 
magazine.

Yet, Roberta George is 
also a writer. She shares 
her works with her writing 
group. She has published 
dozens of writers, but 
rarely, if ever, uses the 
Snake to publish her own 
works. Friends and admir
ers have pushed her for 
years to do so, but she usu
ally shifts the subject to 
promote a writer that 
Snake Nation is publishing.

She does the same thing 
at the mention of her re
cent recognition for her 
writing. She tries changing 
the subject to other writers.

But this story won’t let 
her change the subject.

George has won two 
writing prizes in the Au
gusta Westobou Festival’s
16th Annual Porter Flem
ing Lj|erary Competition. woman awakened at 3 a.m.

of the most prestigious

Thi$ contest drew more 
than 300 submissions from 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 
South Carolina, and North 

. It is con-, 
y to be one *

writing competitions in 
Georgia and the Southeast.

Roberta George won 
first place in the fiction cat
egory for her short story 
“Truces.” She won second 
place in the poetry catego
ry for her poem, “Three o.”

“Truces” is the story of 
a young, WASPish newly
wed into the Southern
Lebanese family of her 
husband.

Her young blond head 
constantly pitted against 
the dark and graying heads 
of the family’s women and 
the perceived chauvinism 
of the family’s patriarch.

The story boils down to 
the truces made for the 
larger good of family, often 
helped by the coming of ba
bies and children.

1 couldn’t be more 

thrilled, but I 

couldn’t be more 

surprised either.’

Roberta George

George tells this story 
with a cornucopia of well- 
turned phrases, vivid char
acterization, detailed 
processes of baking special 
cookies, a captivating com
petition, and a world’s
worth of family insight — 
all within a nine-page story 

In “Three o,” readers
lyrically encounter a

with a deep need to pray 
Yet, not just pray for every
one and everything, she of
fers a prayer for the resus- 
4teton of diminishing

Winning the awards,

George says, “I couldn’t be 
more thrilled, but I couldn’t 
be more surprised either.”

A recent 8 a.m. tele
phone call notified George 
of her win. The call opened 
with the word, “Congratu
lations!”

Taking care of last- 
minute preparations for a 
trip, George thought this 
one word a tip off of some 
sort of telemarketing pro
motion. She hung up on the 
caller. The phone rung 
again. The caller quickly 
got to the point: Roberta 
George had won two 
awards.

Yet, even discussing the 
recognition for her writing, 
George cannot resist being 
the publisher and an advo
cate for other writers.

Talking about the tal
ents of a recent group of 25 
writers she encountered, 
George says, “I wish I could 
win the lottery so I could 
publish every one of 
them.”

If she seems to ap
proach the advocacy of 
writers and their books 
with a religious zeal, she 
comes by it honestly.

She spent her early 
childhood in Arizona. She 
came to Valdosta as a 
teenager. Her father sold 
Bibles.

She met Noel George at . 
a Catholic Church com
munion breakfast. She was 
finishing high school and 
he was finishing college. 
They married and have 
seven grown children, five 
daughters and two sons.

In 1989, she founded the 
Snake Nation Press, which

JONATHAN M. CHICK | THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES
Roberta George recently won two writing prizes in the Augusta Westobou Festival’s 16th 
Annual Porter Fleming Literary Competition. This contest drew more than 300 submissions 
from Georgia, Florida, Alabama, South Carolina, and North Carolina writers. It is considered 
by many to be one of the most prestigious writing competitions in Georgia and the 
Southeast.

continues publishing the 
award-winning literary 
magazine “Snake Nation 
Review” and books of poet
ry In recent years, with edi
tor Jean Arambula, the

Snake Nation Press has 
added column collections, 
art, history, novels and oth
er types of books to its pub
lishing catalog.

In 2007, Valdosta State

University Women’s Stud
ies honored George with 
its Unsung Heroine Award 
for her “efforts regarding 
women rights and empow
erment.”

valdostadailytimes.com
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Sam’s Club workers aid arts center
Once again, the Wal-Mart Foundation came through for the arts. Employees at the local 
Sam’s Club presented a $1,000 grant check to Cheryl Oliver, Turner Center for the Arts 
executive director, in August Pictured with Oliver (center) are Sam’s Club Marketing Team 
associates Christine Titus, Sokanya Lanh, Shannon Youmans and Tina Adams. The grant 
funds will be used to help with expenses In the center’s Fall 2009 Art Explorations Program, 
a partnership the center maintains with the VSU Art Education Department and the Boys & 

Girls Club. Additional funding comes from other local grants.
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work by Zachary Haire

Work by artist Mikayla 
h Davis.

Camp
Children’s exhibit 
stresses power of 
black and white

BY DEAN POLING

THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA — This past 
summer, the Annette Howell j 
Turner Center for the Arts 
hosted a series of art 
courses for youths and 
children during the 
summer break.

Several of the works 
produced by these young 
artists are now on 
display as the 
Turner Center 
Children’s Art 
Camp exhibit in * 
the Roberta 
George Children’s 
Gallery

Many children’s exhibits ^ 
in the gallery are bursts of colors: 
sunshine and sunflowers, rainbows and 
kaleidoscopes. There is plenty of color in 
this exhibit, but what immediately catch
es the eye is the contrast of black-and- 
white drawings.

Black-and-white drawings, many de
picted in the 
story-telling 
panel art of 
comic strips 
and comic 
books,

I GALLERY ^

The Turner Arts Center
Summer Art Camp 
exhibit is bn display in < 
the Roberta George 
Children's Gallery; John 
Elliott's photography 
exhibit, Josette's Gallery; 
Withlacoochee Quilters 
Guild, Sallie and Harmon 
Boyette Gallery; artists £ 
Lisa Kent and Mary Ann-L 
Cox, Price-Campbell •> 
Foundation Gallery;
Summer Art Classes < 
from South Georgia 
Regional Library.

Where: Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the 
Arts, 527 N. Patterson St.

Run dates: These shows run 
from Monday through 
Sept. 23.

Gallery hours: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Thurs
days; 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Fri
days and Saturdays; 
closed Sundays and non
reception Mondays.

More information: Call 247- 
2787.

adorn 
walls.

These stark 
images of dark

and light are fasci
nating, funny, frightful, and fearless. 
Many of the comic strips tell a quick sto
ry through scary monsters or amusing 
creatures.

Each artist appears to have had fun 
creating their various works, and 

Ik that fun translates to the viewer.

Work by Dalton K. Gramling.

valdostadailytimes.com
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Southern 
Artists League 
goes gouache

Mangos and Yellow Plate, artist David Rodgers.

[quick INFO '

The gouache workshop is 
scheduled for 7-9 p.m. to
day, Annette Howell Turn
er Center for the Arts, 
507 N. Patterson St.

The workshop Is free and 
open to the public.

More information: Call 247- 
2787.

BY DEAN POLING
THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA —South
ern Artists League plans 
on taking a dip in gouache 
tonight and that’s not 
gauche.

Gouache, pronounced 
“gwash,” is a type of paint 
and painting with opaque 
watercolors. It is known 
for its fast application and 
the versatility of giving the

appearance of watercolor 
or acrylics. Gouache was 
long a staple medium for 
commercial artists.

Artist David Rodgers 
will share with partici
pants how to better use 
what is described as “the 
oft-overlooked, misunder
stood, and mysterious 
medium of gouache,” ac
cording to the Southern 
Artists League.

Rb^gers witt demon

strate the medium’s possi
bilities.

He will discuss the best 
types of paper to use, the 
application of color 
palettes, light-dark con
trasts, and the combina
tion of drawing and paint
ing in creating composi
tions. Rodgers, who lives in 
Valdosta, paints in a vari
ety of media: oils, acrylic, 
watercolor and gouache. 
He is also a sculptor.
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ilting
Withlacoochee Quilters Guild ^^ 

show wraps up this week

BYDEANPOUNG
THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA—Every other year, the Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the Arts presents a treat with the With
lacoochee Quilters Guild show. •

The show is in its final week at the center before it 
wraps and is gone for another two years.

For dose to two decades, the Guild has presented a 
quilt show, first in association with the Lowndes/Valdosta 
Arts Commission’s old headquarters and now with the 
Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts.

Quilts are often art made practical. Art made social. 
-ArtTSade genealogical.

A quilt can take the chill from a winter bed. Making a 
quilt can be a community affair, involving numerous 
friends and relatives working together. A quilt can be a 
patch work built from the fabrics of several relatives’ 
wardrobes or an heirloom created by one generation and 
passed to the next and the next.

Yet, there is impressive art in the craft of making a 
quilt. Designs can run from primitive simplicity to com
plex compositions of merging shapes and colors. Through 
intricate repeating patterns of sewn fabric, a quilt can 
create moving illusions for the eye. A quilt can present 
scenes in sewn studies of still-life or nature.

And often the most simple of quilts — those of large 
swatches of multi-colored and hued fabric stitched togeth
er — provide a touchstone to nature. Ever fly in a plane 
over a rural, area and look out the window? The land 
looks like a large quilt from the sky A patch of green tex
tured forest The yellow of a field. Deep blue of a pond. 
Whites and reds and grays of houses and buildings. Each 
connected by a hem of highway or a stream like thread 
sewing together the patchwork of the earth’s multitude of 
riches. As a quilt ties all that it binds in riches of skill, 
fellowship, memory and generosity

It may be too hot for a big, thick quilt on your bed,^^ 
but the Guild’s quilt show is always cool. _^^^^

Withlacoochee Quilters Guild is on exhibit in the Sallie and 
Harmon Boyette Gallery, along with Lisa Kent and Mary 
Ann Cox, Price-Campbell Foundation Gallery; John Elliott’s 
photography, Josette’s Gallery; Summer Art Classes from 
the Arts Center and South Georgia Regional Library, 
Roberta George Children’s Gallery.
When: Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts, 527 N. 
Patterson St.
Run dates: These shows conclude Sept.'23.
Gallery hours: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesdays through Thursdays;
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays; closed Sundays and 
non-reception Mondays.
Mon information: Call 247-2787.

HM

I GALLERY
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Animal Knowledge
. ' - Artist brings paintings to energetic life

‘Romeo,’ artist Vivian Jendzio.

BYDEAN POLING

THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA—Wildlife painting in a vivid expressionistic 
style seems to be a forte of Vivian Jendzio’s art.

Her work can take the traditional outdoor subject of hunt- 
' ing dogs and imbue them with a modern sense or urgency She 
makes the familiar new and adds twists to traditional South-
ern/outdoor subjects.

Jendzio’s work repre
sents one of four new ex
hibits opening this week 
at the Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the 
Arts.

Jendzio is of Puertto 
Rican descent. She works 
out of Florida. Her work

I GALLERY

Artist Vivian Jendzio’s paintings are 
scheduled to be on display in the 
Price-Campbell Gallery; along with 
artist Joanna White's paper sculp-

. tures, Sallie Harmon Boyette 
has been regularly exhib- Gallery; artist Diane Farris’ pho-

, ited in the Midwest, 
Southwest, and now the 
South.

A devotee of physical
fitness, she uses her 
study of musculature to 
form the realistic basis of 
the animals in her paint
ings. These muscles seem 
to flex and ripple within 
the vigorous strokes of 
her paint brushes.

She often paints on pa-

tography, Josette's Gallery; S.L. 
Mason Elementary School student 
art, Roberta George Gallery.

Where: Annette Howell Turner Cen
ter for the Arts, 527 N. Patterson 
St.

Reception: the center hosts a free, 
public reception, 5-7 p.m. Monday.

Run dates: This show runs from 
Monday through Nov. 11.

More information: Call 247-2787; or 
visit www.turnercenter.org

per to achieve the immediacy of movement in her subjects.
“Painting on paper is essential to the immediacy and spon

taneity of my artwork,” Jendzio has said in a past artistic state
ment. “The image changes as the layers are built up on my im
ages. I like to work large and expressively with the brush 
strokes and drawing medium. My inner medium has great, 
affinity with the outside world. I use my knowledge of nature 
and animals to express their world.”

‘With Daisies,’ artist Vivian Jendzio.

http://www.turnercenter.org
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I AT RANDOM: DONALD KOLBERG

Art and 

love 

collide
Kolberg turns 
‘simple forms’ 
into a means of 

expression

BY JOHNNA PINHOLSTER 

THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

VALDOSTA — Art and 
love are integral to the life 
of Donald Kolberg.

To love art is to love life.
To love life is to love art.
Kolberg takes the sim

plest forms in everyday life 
—the human body, a train 
—and places them on can
vas or forms them through 
sculpture.

“Art is a way to commu
nicate the feelings you get 
through the perceptions 
that you have,” Kolberg 
said.

Born in Levittown, Long 
Island, N.Y., Kolberg classi
fies himself as a weird 
teenager.

A football jock vith long 
hair, he was also an art 
geek.

“A lot of artists find that 
when they paint, they do 
sculpture, they do collage, 
whatever kind of art that 
they do,” Kolberg said. 
“That’s the most comfort
able way for them to ex
press ideas. It’s an exciting 
way to be. It’s a frustrating 
way to ba”

The summer after high 
school graduation, Kolberg, 
with thoughts of college 
and plans for the future, be
gan hearing whispers of a 
music festival.

The East Coast, and 
shortly the whole country, 
was abuzz about a festival 
of music scheduled to take 
place hi New York.

It was the year of Wood; 
stock.

“hi 1969,1 was 18 and a 
hippie, so that helped,” he 
said.

Kolberg and a group of 
friends went up early to see 
what was going on and to 
find a way in without tick
ets or the money to buy 
tickets.

Kicking around in the 
area where the concert was 
scheduled to take place, 
Kolberg met Hugh Romney, 
better known as Wavy 
Gravy

Romney, the head of 
Hog Farm, ha^ been hired 
to provide food and run se
curity for the event.

“Right place, right

K0LBERG|4A

PAUL LEAVY | THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES
Don Kolberg works with a roll of wire mesh used to sculpt figures, usually female, he 
When lit properly against a bare wall, the figure takes on another dimension by being further 

displayed by the shadow it creates on the wall, he said.

PAUL LEAVY | THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES
Don Kolberg shows two of the wire mesh sculptures he sculpts by hand in his studio. Kolberg 

has been an artist since his high school years on Long Island.

valdostadailytimes.com
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KOLBERG: Online bidding for artist’s authentic Woodstock. T-shirt climbed up to $1,650

FROM PAGE ONE

time,” Kolberg said. “He 
said, ‘Hey, we need some 
upstanding youths to do se
curity Here’s an armband 
and here’s a shirt. Here’s a 
secret code word.’We for
got most of it, lost the arm
band, but the shirt, was 
cool, so I kept the shirt.”

Though hired as securi
ty it became pretty obvi
ous, fairly quickly, that the 
police would maintain a 
type of hands-off security 
for the duration of the 
event, he said.

Before Woodstock, Kol- 
berg got to attend a smaller 
pre-concert for the locals.

“We hung out for that 
and just kind of stayed. 
Nobody questioned us be
cause we had the right cre
dentials,” he said. “Then it 
was just a gigantic party It 
was an incredible party”

Kolberg said that dur- ’ 
ing the festival he was in 
awe of the helicopters fly
ing in and out bringing in 
musicians and supplies.

At one point a helicop
ter wanted to land to bring 
in more food but couldn’t 
find a good space to land, 
he said.

“It must have been 
about two to 300 people 
that joined hands and 
spread out and made this 
gigantic circle to clear the 
area for the helicopter to 
land,” Kolberg said.

He took very few things 
back with him from Wood- 
stock. Memories, love 
beads and his security T- 
shirt, which he kept for 
decades.

“After I got the Wood- 
stock shirt, wore it a few 
days, I threw it in a knap
sack and forgot about it,” 
Kolberg said. ‘As I was 
growing up it got put in 
drawers and other drawer^ 
along the line. Somehow it 
survived up until last 
year.”

That is when Kolberg 
decided to sell the T-shirt 
on eBay He decided he 
wanted $300 for the shirt.

PAUL LEAVY | THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES
Don Kolberg spray-paints one of his sculptures titled ‘My

When the bidding got 
up to $200, kolberg was 
shocked and went and told 
Roberta, his wife. She then 
went and looked and was 
shocked to find bidding 
had climbed to $400.

“For $1,650 that T-shirt 
sold to a collector in Chica
go,” he said. “We laughed 
for a hour. Someone loves 
it and that’s great. A collec
tor has it and I had it 
rolled up in a drawer.”

Kolberg figures there 
are very few original T- 
shirts like the one he had 
left. The shirt was red with 
the iconic dove on a guitar 
neck on the back with the 
word peace and a peace 
sign on the front.

After the festival, Kol
berg went back to Long Is
land and to college to ma
jor in the arts.

“I did the 10-year plan,” 
Kolberg said. “I took 10 
years to get a four-year de
gree.”

While in college he 
helped produce a public 
television children’s series 
called “Periscope Up.” The 
series took place in a class
room and discussed nutri
tion, cooking, health, any 
subject they could come up 
with.

“With ‘Periscope Up,’ it 
was the idea it was from a 
children’s point of view,” 
he said.

Hit by the need to ram
ble, and partially inspired 
by the beat writer Jack 
Kerouac, he eventually hit 
the road for the West 
Coast.

While traveling he 
wrote what he described as 
a stream of consciousness 
article on the need to tra
verse the country by hitch
hiking. The article ended 
up in “Seventeen” maga
zine.

Kulberg ended up in Los 
Angeles, where he would 
enroll in college. He attend
ed the Otis Art Institute 
and California State Uni
versity, Los Angeles.

“I didn’t receive much 
of fame and fortune at that

PAUL LEAVY | THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES
Don Kolberg discusses a piece from his train series. Inspired by the various railroad tracks crisscrossing Valdosta and 
Lowndes County. The piece is called ‘Adhesion Coefficient/ a railroad term that refers to the speed at which a wheel touches 

the rail.

point but kept working at 
it,” Kolberg said. “I’m still 
working at it”

Today Kolberg is a full- 
time painter and sculptor.

Kolberg has shown his 
work all over the country 
His sculptures are done in 
metal and wire mesh. The 
wire mesh ones are usually 
outlines of figures, pre- ' 
dominately female in na
ture, and can range in size 
and shape.

“A lot of my work in 
that field is about figura
tive art in unusual medi
ums,” he said.

After working in the art 
field for a while, Kolberg 
decided to re-tool and went 
back to school to become a 
network engineer.

Through the years he 
would work for various na
tional and international 
companies.

In 2001, Kolberg was 
hired by a company with 
the provision that he
would be hired on Tuesday -Roberta’s sister lived.
and on Thursday he would 
leave for China, he said.

“I was supposed to go 
for two weeks. Eight weeks 
later I was still in China 
doing all kinds of weird 
stuff and I don’t speak the 
language,” Kolberg said.

He was in Yan Tai in 
the Shang Dong province, 
a seaside village with a 
major medical center.

Kolberg said his time in 
China was exciting.

“Mostly I ate on the 
street. The street vendors 
there were amazing,” Kol
berg said. “At 12:30 a.m. the 
streets would be lined with 
Vendors. At 1:30 p.m. you 
couldn’t find one.”

A bit of intrigue sur
rounded Kolberg’s return 
trip home. His visa had 
ran out and he had to bribe 
his way out of the country, 
he said.

“Unfortunately I got on 
a plane On Sept. 11,” Kol
berg said. “My interpreter 
had left on a plane an hour 
earlier He got off the 
ground. My plane did not.”

Kolberg was sent back 
to the hotel in Beijing. Dur
ing his wait for a plane, 
Kolberg hung out with peo
ple he met from England 
and Australia and 
searched for information 
about the terrorist attack

the Chinese was that the 
attack was not a big deal. 
Life went on as usual in 
China, he said.

When Kolberg finally 
got to fly home—four days 
later—he flew in to 
Newark, N. J.

“Flying home, flying 
over the Trade Towers, it 
was remarkably horrific,” 
KOlberg said. “You could 
see it in the distance and 
the entire plane got quiet 
when we got within visual 
view. We circled it to come 
into Newark. The building 
was still burning.”'

Though Kolberg has 
had a variety of profes
sional and personal 
changes in his life, art has 
been constant.

Shortly after coming 
back from China, Kolberg 
and his wife, Roberta, 
moved to Valdosta.

They had been visiting 
the area several years pri
or because it was where

Betweeh the two of 
them Kolberg and Roberta 
have five children and nine 
grandchildren, with two 
more on the way

“She has her two daugh
ters. I have my two daugh
ters and a son,” Kolberg 
said.

He and Roberta met in 
the late 1990s, though Kol
berg had known of her and 
been friends with some of 
her family members for 
years.

Kolberg’s son, a gui
tarist, began playing in 
bands at age 15. To be able 
to play in some of the es
tablishments the band per
formed in, Kolberg tagged 
along as a chaperone.

One of the people play
ing with Kolberg’s son was 
bassist Frank Herman, 
Roberta’s brother.

Herman nagged his sis
ter constantly to come to a 
show. She finally relented 
when a gig was scheduled 
about a Mock from her 
home.

“She showed up, I was 
there, sparks flew, but she 
was mean to me,” Kolberg 
said.

Roberta told him that if 
he wanted to see her again 
he had to get hemumber 
from her brother.

ON THE WEB

Don Kolberg’s Web site
www.dorialdkplberg.com

He gave Kolberg the 
number immediately

Their mutual love of ar
chitecture and art had 
them spending months to
gether rambling through 
towns taking in structural 
design and art galleries.

“It just grew into an in
credible love and friend
ship and life,” he said.

Neither being very big 
on pomp and circum
stance, when it was time to 
get married the couple 
hosted a barbecue and 
sprang the nuptials on the 
guests.

“We told them, ‘Oh, by 
the way, this is the mayor 
of the town and we are get
ting married,”’ Kolberg 
said.

Since coming to Valdos-
ta Kplberg has had more readership, Kolberg focus-
than 30 pieces of his art 
shown at the Annette How
ell Turner Center for the 
Arts, participated in com
petitions at the Okefenokee 
Heritage Center in Way
cross and has art for sale 
at a gallery in St. Simons.

Though Kolberg has no 
plans for another show at 
the moment, two of his 
pieces will be in competi
tion at the Okefenokee 
Heritage Center in Octo
ber.

In addition to his mesh 
figures, Kolberg has begun 
to use spray paint as an 
artistic medium.

“When I see people and 
places, artists generally 
see them a little different 
than tourists do. A tourist 
may look at a place and go 
This is absolutely beauti
ful. We’re having a wonder
ful time. Didn’t that look 
nice,” Kolberg said.‘An 
artist may look at it and go 
Wow, I can feel how this 
grew into this. It’s a little 
bit different sensibility not 
better or worse, just differ
ent.”

Some of his newest 
work uses spray paint and 
focuses on the trains and 
train tracks that traverse 
Valdosta and Lowndes 
County

“There’s no brushes in
volved. There is an imme
diacy to it and accidental
ness to it,” Kolberg said. 
“You can’t change things. 
They happen.”

With brush painting 
things can be changed or 
modified, he said.

“You go into it with a 
sense of where you are go
ing with it, but like all art 
and all writing it takes on 
a life of its own,” Kolberg 
said.

In addition to art, Kol
berg and Roberta broker 
antiques. Roberta refinish
es furniture, a skill she has 
developed through years of 
owning antique shops, he 
said.

Kolberg currently does 
a monthly newsletter 
called Art Core, a take-off 
on a art group he started 
in California to help get 
new artists’ work shown.

In the online newsletter, 
which has an international

es on local artists, gallery 
owners and art shows.

“It is my pride and joy” 
he said.

Though Kolberg’s 
Woodstock T-shirt is gone, 
he has plans to attend an 
upcoming festival in San 
Francisco that honors its 
memory

Kolberg’s brother, who 
lives in San Francisco, and 
who Kolberg classifies as a 
hippie, is one of the organ
izers for the 40th Annual 
Festival of Love.

There will be musicians 
that performed at Wood- 
stock and green vendors at 
the event, Kolberg said.

Kolberg and his wife en
joy traveling, especially if 
it involves taking a road 
less traveled. They consid
er themselves people peo
ple, loving to meet and in
teract with those they meet 
along the way

“The interactions be
tween people is what cre
ates life forms. It’s a run
ning thread for me the idea 
of life forms,” Kolberg 
said.

“It’s our perceptions of 
life and how those things 
affect people and affect the 
appearance of people 
which is always exciting.”

Legs Crossed on my Favorite Red Chair’ in his garage studio. 
Kolberg works with various items in his artwork. Ohly 
recently has he started his foray into spray-painting on

on the news.
The information was 

limited and the general
canvas. feeling Kolberg got from

valdostadailytimes.com
http://www.dorialdkplberg.com

