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Meet another great Lowndes writer-
Finally, after all these years of 

knowing what a wonderful 
poet Trent Busch is, it feels 
strange to be writing a review of 

his book, “not one bit of this is 
your fault.” The poignant face of 
the woman on the cover gives a 
clue to what’s on the inside, but 
like all clues, it’s not the whole 
story.

Many of the poems have wom­
en’s names as the titles, but mostly, 
Trent writes from an omniscient 
viewpoint, telling the reader what 
he, a man, imagines about women. 
Like so many authors, he’s giving 
his take on women. Still, he por­
trays the truth: women out-live, out- 
love and often out-think their male 
partners.

As the mother of five daughters 
and two sons, I’ve had a half-centu­
ry sideline seat of who has had the 
most prosperous, the most interest­
ing and the most productive lives, 
not only in my own family but in 
my many friends’, lovers’ and ac­
quaintances’ lives.

Trent’s lines in his poem, “Pe­
nelope,” says what few men, with 
their lives full of adventure and 
hardships, can understand.

The awful way he looks out 
at the sea Was there this for me 
to know: figures at the loom learn 
equally the designs of gods?
In a way, Trent’s book is watch­

ing and trying to leam how women 
handle hardships and pain. I had to 
laugh out loud at the poem, “Pretty 
As It Is.”

Trent has a workshop at his 
place in the country and makes 
beautiful wooden pieces: tables, 
chests and boxes, and yet in this 
poem, he says, “I mean, look at this: 
you’ve been working on it (a jewelry 
box) a month/ Wouldn’t it be better 
just to have a good cry?/ bawl your 
eyes out for an hour, then end with 
a hard sniffle.”

Since its recently been Moth­
ers’ Day, I looked for some clue 
to Trent’s thoughts on his own 
mother, but didn’t find any And to 
my knowledge, there’s very little 
written on the devotion sons give to 
their mothers.

Although literature abounds

with unhappy sons and fathers’ 
relationships, practically nothing 
is said about how much sons adore 
their mothers. Seldom if ever does 
one find a spouse 
or lover as faithful 
and truly devoted 
as a son.

To any woman 
contemplating an 
abortion, I would 
say: Be careful, 
think long and 
hard: you are 
throwing away the 
one person who 
will love you till 
the end, love you 
better than any spouse and certain­
ly better than any lover.

Still, Trent does write about 
his German grandmother, which 
is probably just as good as writing 
about his mother, and she seems 
much like my own German grand- 

• mother: pragmatic and sure of 
herself and her view on life and re­
ligion. “No, I do not believe.”

My own grandmother would 
whisper, “I’m really a pagan” when 
we went to the Catholic Church in 
Live Oak, Fla.

Trent’s poems send the reader’s 
mind wheeling off in a hundred 
different directions, and that’s what 
good poetry does. The book “not 
one bit of this is your fault” makes 
me want to write about the three 
wishes my grandmother said came 
to every woman who births a baby. 
Two of the wishes go for the child, 
health and long life, and one small 
one for the mother.

Although Trent doesn’t have 
much to say about women having 
babies, he mostly deals with the un­
happiness in women when a love re­
lationship doesn’t work out, which 
as we all know is most often.

Trent has a wonderful command 
of language, words and metaphors, 
and in writing this book, he seems 
to be trying to redress some of the 
injustices of the world toward wom­
en, which is truly a noble aim.

But I’m afraid he pictures most 
women as a melancholy lot, most 
often depressed and forlorn. I want 
to say to him, “Dear heart, you have

ROBERTA 
GEORGE

little or no idea what a woman does 
while her man is off at work.” She 
is too involved in her children, her 
animals, her community and possi- ‘ 
bly other lovers to moan around for ‘ , 
long- £

I’m reminded of that comedian 
who says women have the power to I 
give life, what more do they want? 
I want to say as Trent does in his 
poetry: not only do we give life, but 
we women are a crafty, surviving 
lot. We do not start wars, and for 
the most part, we do not participate, ? 
in them. And when we return from / q 
wars, we do not kill ourselves to the * 
tune of 20 a day, as so many of our " ^ 
young men are doing now.

We woman end up our lives 
with most of the money, and we’ve 
always had 100 percent of that phys­
ical attribute that cannot be named 
in polite society What’s there to be 
sad about?

Trent comes out of a long line 
of poets and writers that Valdosta 
State University fostered and pro­
duced, and I know he played a great 
part in their successes. William 
Fuller, Raymond Register, Janice 
Daugharty to name a very few, all 
who were wonderful wordsmiths, , 
although they never earned the full 
acclaim they deserved.

Trent was a master teacher, who 
not only made me love poetry more, . 
but he inspired the second act of my 
play, “A Little Education,” which is 
what earned me my master’s degree 
at Florida State. The FSU drama 
teacher said it was the best second 
act she’d ever read. These days any­
one who has any success at all most 
often looks to a teacher. I humbly 
say, anything I am or have, I owe to 
teachers.

“Thank you, Trent,” we students _ 
stand on teachers’ shoulders, the ' 
shoulders of giants.

I plan to write another review of 
Trent’s book after some of you have 
read it. He will be signing it on June 
Wat the Turner Center for the Arts. 
The reception starts at 5 pm. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to meet one 
of Valdosta’s best

Roberta George is a resident of Valdo­
sta. ____ _
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 New Shanghai Circus: 
I January 31, 2019

With Love From Broadway: 
February 14, 2019

Individual Show Ticket Price

Optional pre-show dinner, 6 p.m. 
before each show. RSVP required.
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For tickets a information, 
contact the 

Turner Center for the Arts 
527 North Patterson Street, 

Valdosta, Georgia 
229-247-2787 | tumercenter.org

All performances are held 
at 7:30 p.m. 

at Mathis Auditorium

Facts * Demanding Accountability

tumercenter.org
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Valdosta resident Beth Butler attends the 2019 
DrawProject opening night at the Annette Howell Turner 
Center for the Arts Monday evening.

DRAWPROJECT: Visit turnercenter.org for 
more information about current exhibits

largely of acrylic and 
mixed media.

The collection reflects 
her travels to several ar­
eas including Ireland, Ant­
arctica, Russia, Germany, 
Portugal and Norway

Dodd said Turner con­
tinues asking her to exhib­
it artwork.

“It’s an opportunity to 
share with other people 
what' I think is a God-giv­
en talent,” she said.

Newnan native David 
Boyd Jr. has traveled back 
to Valdosta for the second 
time to present more of 
his artwork.

The painter has 29 piec­
es in the Price-Campbell 
and Mittiga galleries to 
create the Southern Im­
pressions collection.

His artwork mirrors 
outdoor scenery and tells 
stories of broken-down

buildings, or “endangered 
spaces.”

“I see some of these 
places, and I’ll think, in 
another 20 years that 
could be bulldozed; but 
what about the story of 
that house, how many 
children were raised in 
that house, how many 
times did that mom and 
dad walk out the front 
door to go to work to feed 
those kids.

“To me, especially 
structures, they have a 
soul. They have a spirit 
... even though not all of 
these are from the South­
east, these definitely all 
have that in common,” he 
said.

Visitturnercenter.org, 
or call (229) 247-2787 for 
more information about 
visiting Turner’s galler­
ies.

turnercenter.org
Visitturnercenter.org
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Turner Center slates gallery season
BY DEAM POLI MG 

dean po<»ng#gaflnews com

VALDOSTA — Annette 
Howell Turner Cen ter for 
the Arts is home to area, 
regional and visiting art­
ists.

The center has sever­
al galleries that exhibit 
paintings, drawings, 
photographs, multi-media 
works, three-dimensional 
works, etc.

Exhibits open with

receptions, usually on the 
first day of the exhibits 
run. Receptions are free 
and open to the public; the 
exception is the opening 
gala to Spring Into Art 
when tickets must be pur­
chased.

The arts center’s hours 
are 10 a.m-6 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Thursdays: 10 
a m-4 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays: dosed Sundays 
and Mondays, with excep­
tion of opening show re­

ceptions. Admission. Free.
More information Visit 

the center, 527 N. Patterson 
St; can (229) 247-2787; visit 
turneiventer.org.

Gallery Exhibits

- Buddy LaHood; 
Withlacoochee Quilters 
Guild. Run dates: July 
29-Sept 11.

- Sean Hurley: Kristy 
Hughes: Jenny K. Hag- 
er/D. Lance Vickery Run 
dates: Sept 16-Oct 30.

- Natalia Andreeva; “In­
side Out”: Regional Artist 
Community Run dates: 
Nov 4-Jan. 8.

- Mary Van Landing­
ham; Drawproject 2020; 
Christine Cabral; Art Ex­
plorations. Run dates: Jan.
13-Feb 26.

- Youth Art Month 2020; 
high school competition. 
Run dates: March 1 25.

- Spring Into Art 2020 
Run dates April l.TJune 
10.

turneiventer.org


"Empty Bowls: Turner Center eases hunger
BY AMANDA M. USHER

amanda.usher@gaflnews.com

VALDOSTA — For 40 consecutive 
years, 23 South Georgia counties have 
been in persistent poverty

This is according to Frank Rich­
ards, chief executive officer for Sec­
ond Harvest of South Georgia, who 
said one out of every six adults and 
one out of every five kids nationally 
are food insecure.

Locally, one of out every three 
children and one out of every four 
adults suffer from hunger, he said.

“We have the highest rate of 
childhood food insecurity anywhere

valdostadailytimes.com; see TURNER
CENTER FOR ARTS EMPTY BOWLS'

in the country in South Georgia,” 
Richards said. To assist with the 
Second Harvest mission, the Annette 
Howell Turner Center for the Arts is 
once again hosting its Empty Bowls 
exhibit

“The purpose of this event is to 
raise money for Second Harvest Food 
Bank so that they can feed people 
in our community,” said Sementha

Mathews, Turner’s executive director.
Seventy bowls were donated by ar­

ea potters and were revealed during 
Turner’s art reception Monday eve­
ning. The arts center held workshops 
to encourage community members to 
get involved prior to the event.

Leslie Jones, who became inter­
ested in pottery in 2011, donated five 
bowls for the cause and assisted with 
workshops.

“What a wonderful thing to do 
something you absolutely enjoy for 
charity,” she said.

Each bowl is available for pur­
chase for $20 until Sept. 10, when

AMANDA M. USHER | THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

Katie Dobson Cundiff with her painting, ‘Mystic Shrimper.' 
Her work will be on display at the Annette Howell Turner 
Center for the Arts through Sept 12.See Bowls on 8A

mailto:amanda.usher@gaflnews.com
valdostadailytimes.com


247-2787 for more details

Turner will host a dinner 
reception for the people 
who bought a bowl.

“The importance of the 
Empty Bowls is to engage 
people and to bring in 
awareness to an issue,” 
Mathews said.

She said if all bowls 
sell, then Turner can 
donate $1,400 to Second 
Harvest. Richards said the 
funding will specifically 
help with the organiza­
tion’s childhood hunger 
initiatives such as Kid’s 
Cafe.

Richards said Second 
Harvest feeds more than 
3,500 children hot meals 
every weekday in 50 loca­
tions.

Other art exhibits were 
featured Monday during 
the reception including 
one created by oil painter 
Katie Dobson Cundiff.

The Florida resident 
has a 40-piece collection 
titled “Visual Impressions” 
in the Price-Campbell and 
Margaret Mittiga galleries.

One of her canvas 
oil paintings, “Mystic 
Shrimper,” shows a group 
of shrimp boats in Apala­
chicola, Fla. Cundiff said 
it’s fog that makes the de­
piction mystic.

Cundiff identifies as a 
plein air artist, meaning 
she paints outdoor, and 
said “Visual Impressions” 
spotlights scenes from 
Florida. Georgia, Maine, Hnw..il >..X<1

The Annette Howe 
Monday during an 
South Georgia.

“I like being out in 
the elements and I just 
like painting everything 
from life,” she said. “What 
inspires me are real-life 
scenes or events.”

She said she remembers 
sitting in her childhood 
home and looking over 
her father’s shoulder as he 
illustrated.

“From the time I was a 
toddler, my mother would 
sit me in a chair behind 
him... and so, I watched 
him work on his drawing 
board every night,” she 
said.

Her inspiration for art 
not only extended from her

art reception. Funding from the exhibit will benefit Second Harvest of

dad but also her mom, who 
was a potter.

A group of musicians is 
highlighted in a photogra­
phy collection by Timothy 
Duffy labeled “We Are the 
Music Makers.” The col­
lection is mounted on the 
walls of the Sallie and Har­
mon Boyette Gallery.

An interactive QR code 
for each photo allows 
guests to focus on the code 
with their smartphones to 
hear sound bytes and read 
about each musician.

At 8 p.m., Saturday, 
Aug. 11, Turner will host 
a Music Maker Blues 
Review Concert. During

AMANDA M. USHER | THE VALDOSTA DAILY TIMES

the event, members of the 
Music Maker Blues Revue 
will perform. Doors open 
at 7:15 p.m., and admission 
is $20.

Turner also unveiled an 
exhibition from Southern 
Artists’ League in the Ro­
berta George Gallery and 
pieces in the East African 
Artifacts collection in the 
Jerry Tillman Gallery

All artwork will be 
on display until Sept. 12. 
Gallery hours are 10 a.m.- 
6 p.m., Tuesday through 
Thursday and 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Friday and Saturday. 
Call (229) 247:2787 for more 
details.

Hnw..il


When technology^rTcollide
BY ABIGAIL MURPHY

VALDOSTA-With the 
continuous intrusion of 
technology in nearly all as­
pects of life, art can now be 
created digitally

The Annette Howell 
Turner Center for the Arts 
is offering digital art class­
es for kids throughout the 
summer in two different 
time blocks: 10 a.m.-noon 
and 1-3 p.m.

Digital Art Instructor 
Becca Waterman uses 
Microsoft Office Paint and 
photoshop to introduce stu­
dents to the technology and 
the art process, to inspire 
them to create and to help 
them develop their own 
styles utilizing brushes, 
blending and layering of 
colors.

The classes, already mto 
the fourth week of the sum­
mer art program, are open 
to kids with various levels 
of experience. Each week 
the classes are focused 
around a theme to give 
some direction with the 
projects designed to help

MORE INFO_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
For more information about the digital art classes or 

other kids' summer classes at the Turner Center, visit 
www.turnercenter.org or call (229) 247-2787.

students “put themselves in 
their artwork.”

“I definitely do think it’s 
important for artists, espe­
cially kids, to make work 
about themselves,” Water­
man said. “Literally includ­
ing themselves in the work 
somehow is an interesting 
and direct way to do so.”

During the week of 
July 8, “Oceans” will be 
held in the morning and 
“All Around the World” in 
the afternoon. “All Around 
the World” offers a project 
on China with dragons 
and motifs and a project 
on African patterns and 
textures. Similar to other 
classes, “All Around the 
World” will incorporate 
some history in the lessons.

During the week of 
July 15, “Summer Fun” 
and “The Dream World” 
will be offered. “Summer 
Fun” will feature projects

on fun things that took 
place over the summer, 
something the students 
love about summer and the 
ideal summer activity “The 
Dream World” projects will 
explore sleeping dreams, as 
well as the students’ hopes 
and dreams.

With each class, Wa­
terman makes time for 
students to present their 
projects. At the conclusion 
of the classes, students 
receive printouts of the art­
work they created.

“I want them all to show 
each other and talk about 
it,” she said. “They are not 
just thinking of the art, but 
they have to think of a sto­
ry or explanation behind it, 
as well.”

She said art is always 
shifting with new medi­
ums. Now that computer 
programs have become 
more accessible, so has the

ability to form art with 
them.

“Artists have the ability 
to take anything and bring 
it into the art world,” Wa­
terman said.

For more information 
about the digital art class­
es or other kids’ summer 
classes at the Turner Cen­
ter, visit www.turnercenter. 
org or call (229) 247-2787.

Abigail Murphy is a 
summer intern with the An­
nette Howell Turner Center 
for the Arts.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Youths can explore various themes this summer during digital 
art classes at the Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts.

http://www.turnercenter.org
http://www.turnercenter




thort with Paul Brockington, 
Llex Lee, Co-Chairman



A WORK BY ARTIST 
VINCENT KEESEE.
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SUBMITTED 1^AGE

The deadline to participate in the program and be listed as 
a Broaadway star in this year's Presenter Series program is 
Sept. 4.

Turner Center 
Broadway Stars 
shining bright
VALDOSTA —The 

Annette Howell Turner 
Center for the Arts Pre­
senter Series — which 
has been bringing 
top-quality entertainment 
to Valdosta at least three 
times each year for more 
than 50 years — is under­
way with another season 
of Broadway entertain­
ment.

The Broadway Star 
program allows Presenter 
Series patrons to get spe­
cial recognition for their 
support of the local arts, 
and it’s shining brighter 
than ever this year with 
added perks, center repre­
sentatives said.

For a $100 donation, 
supporters receive a 
distinctive VIP pass, a 
group photo with the cast 
a complimentary drink 
Sept. 23 to kick off the 
season, a special listing in

each show’s program and 
“personal gratification 
from helping the Turner 
Center bring outstanding 
entertainment to the Val­
dosta-Lowndes communi­
ty,” center representatives 
said.

The deadline to partic­
ipate in the program and 
be listed as a Broadway 
Star is 4 p.m., Sept. 4. ’

The 2019-20 Present­
er Series features three 
star-studded performanc­
es including “Cruising? 
Steady: The Music & 
Friendship of Aretha .' 
Franklin & Smokey Rob­
inson,” Sept. 23; “Once^” 
Jan. 28; “Jersey Boys,”! 
March 12.

Broadway Star mem­
berships and show tickets 
are available for purchase 
at 527 N. Patterson St.^y 
Phone (229) 247-2787; on.- 
iine: turnercenter.org.,

turnercenter.org
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March 12, 2020

Tickets also available online 
at turnercenter.org -
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8TONY AWARDS WINNER!
BEST MUSICAL

JERSEYBOr
All performances are held at 7:30 
p.m. at Mathis City Auditorium, 

Valdosta, Georgia.

For tickets M information, contact the 
Turner Center for the Arts at 229-247-2787

Early Season Package Deal (end* oa/31 > - $ I 20 
Regular Season Package <*«*••*09/01) - $155 
Individual Show Ticket Price - $60 each 

An ^uggggtt^rc-show dinner will be offered Jt 6 p.m. 
before eJKh show. RSVP required.
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""Arts
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The Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts
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^Turner 
Center 
“Arts

//fez^^/fe^
with Jan Marie Gochenouer

Tuesday Evenings 
6-7 p.m.

Turner Center for the Arts 
$50 per session.

Session 1: October 1, 8, 15, 22
Session 2: October 29, Nov. 5, 12,19
Session 3: February 4, 11, 18, 25
Session 4: March 3, 10, 17, 24

Authentic 
Hawaiian Hula 

instruction 
and fun.

Learn a new 
Hawaiian song 

and dance each 
session.

^47-2787 I turnercenter.org I 527 N. Patterson St. Valdosta

turnercenter.org


Photography: ® f^' 
Learn Process, Technique.
& Editing Tools

with Javon Longieliere & Mari® Cantrell

An 8-week course providing students 
with hands-on instruction on camera 

operation, photography techniques and 
professional editing with Photoshop. •

||g||F»J^ Evenings, 3 

19- from

8 class session™! 
available!! 

fe<LR Camera required by studlrf 
Enrollment information. 229.24 7 27871^7^^



SAVE THE DATE: AUGUST 10,2019

PAmerican

LOCAL TALENT. WORLDWIDE SOUND.

Find yourself in the airwaves pf your favorite radio station, WTC. A. 
American Soundtrack, Vol VII, takes you on a joyride through the years, 
with pit stops made just for dancing. Join us ins celebration of the best

American radio hits of all time, performed LIVE, backed by the 
Ed Barr Orchestra.

AU proceeds benefit The Turner Center for the Arts.
Interested™ beinga table sponsor? Contact us today!

Reserved-seating concert & heavy hors dbeuvre buffet with full cash bar 
at 6:30pm- S60/person at Rainwater Conference Center

. / —.Avent Htwtu • ■
JURNER 

A^ENTER 
A << ""“Arts

TTa^TS ON SALE NOV/!
W 4 fcTr?  ̂rr • t?*?<7 tfvr-Tr-rrftbt^t  ̂?^
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Join us
Tuesday, December 3 | 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

for

lie f Cocoa in Ae 
Snow Village

Please stop by for the opening of our unique, miniature 
Snow Village. We'll have hot cocoa all week long!

229.247.2787 | turnercenter.org
527 N. Patterson Street, Valdosta

turnercenter.org
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S Single Huw Tickets: $601

5w’,e: 7:30 pm-31 ^^ W—

229-247-2787 uirnercenter.org
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September 23, 2019

uirnercenter.org
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^Turner 
center

re* ,;1 f.,„ ^t..,r.

I j November 5 - fanuc

527 Nortf, Pitt^^n Strw. Valdosta i 7;9-24’?7$7 / ?i(«,wcfltrf.vg

wv c Reception: Monday, November 5, from SJp™ 
featuring a book signing by T. Lewis



• Painting
* Pottery

Drawing 
* Culinary 
* Digital Art

Mixed Media 
Embroidery & Fabric 

Creations 
Etiquette

W 2-JULY 19
Classes available for children !® 5 5 W! 

contact x ,
wnmaX *or more ’^on^ation! 

ore avQjiQ^  ̂on c|Osses 4 workshops! 
05 how your chid can earn one!

lAMWnHoMU

~r'®'~v-y*^ * 527 ” ’'anonon St v«Jo*tc

’Arts
237918-1


