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By Elaine Kent

The Annette Howell Turner Center 
For the Arts

How it Happened and What it Plans forthe_Fi^iure^

F
or years the Lowndes/ Val­
dosta Arts Commission had 
very little physical presence 

in the community, meeting and 
operating out o£ small, loaned 
space. Then approximately 15 
years ago, under the chairman­
ship of Dorothy Pearlman, the 
property at 1204 North Patter­
son Street was acquired, giving

L/VAC a permanent home. 
Because of their vision for the 
Arts, Dorothy Pearlman and 
Lena Bosch signed the loan for 
the building, and with the help 
°f Dottie Mackey, Dottie Eager, 
and many others, formed 
L/VAC’s supporting organiza­
tion, the Cultural Arts Guild. 
Later, the facility, with Wilby

Coleman 
at the 
helm,
was reno­
vated and 
increased 
in size to
accom­
modate a 
much 
larger 
gallery 
space. 
Also at 
that time,

the late Hyta Mederer issued a 
challenge to match her gift, 
which has resulted in a solid 
endowment initiative.

Due to continued growth, 
the Commission Board realized 
a need for a much larger build­
ing with adequate parking. 
Patti Girardin, present chair­
man, spearheaded the effort to 
seek funding to purchase the 
First State Bank Building at 527 
N. Patterson Street, available 
due to the Bank’s expansion 
move. (Interestingly, many had 
said that the building already 
looked like an Art Center.) 
Girardin approached former 
Senator Loyce Turner with the 
proposal to memorialize his late 
wife by naming the potential 
Center, “The Annette Howell 
Turner Center For the Arts”. 
Turner and his three children 
veiy generously donated a sub-
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stantial portion of the 
purchase price for the 
building making the 
acquisition a reality.

Inspired and ener­
gized by the Turners’ 
generous offer, L/VAC’s 
very dedicated and 
determined Board 
members went to work 
to ensure that sufficient 
funding be collected or 
pledged to complete 
the purchase of the 
building and renova­
tions, with an endow­
ment to maintain it. 
Receiving matching 
funds for the Turners 
‘gift from Governor 
Roy Barnes’ Discre- 
tionaiy Funds, the cap­
ital fund-raising began 
and the loan was closed 
in December 2001. 
Now, Capital Fund- 
raising is ongoing to 
reach all the financial 
goals and secure funds 
for additional operating 
costs. The two main 
galleries have been 
pledged in the names 
of Sidney and Dorothy 
Pearlman and the 
Price-Campbell Foun­
dation, respectively. 
The Wilby and Gloria 
Coleman family, The 
Turner-Bradley Foun­
dation and hundreds 
of other individual and 
corporate sponsors 
have donated or 
pledged their support. 
Valdosta, Lowndes 
County, and State gov­
ernments have provid­
ed great encourage­
ment and monies.

When Will the 
Move Take Place?

First State Bank 
will be out of the build­
ing in June. Architect 
Ken Ricket (of Ellis, 
Ricket & Associates) 
said, “Renovations will 
be underway immedi­
ately thereafter.” In 
unveiling the plans for 
improvements, he 
noted the main 
entrance would be in 
the rear of the building 
with a sculpture gar­
den, two water struc­
tures, and a large seat­
ing area to accommo­
date outdoor events 
and additional land­
scaping to create an 
inviting entrance for 
visitors. The parking 
lot will accommodate 
buses for tours. The 
interior of the building 
will be re-designed with 
two large galleries as 
well as a children’s 
gallery. There will be 
rooms for a permanent 
art collection, including 
a priceless African Art 
Collection (now in stor­
age) donated by Jerry 
Tillman. Spaces for 
classes, studios, volun­
teers, and amoardroom 
are planned. A large 
multi-purpose room 
will be situated adja­
cent to a commercial­
style kitchen to be used 
for catering and culi­
nary classes. The eleva­
tor and bathrooms will 
be made fully accessi­
ble for the disabled, 
and all offices will be

downstairs.
“The building will 

be available for the 
public to rent for vari­
ous functions”, said 
Chairman Patti 
Girardin. “It will be a 
beautiful space to host 
a cocktail party, lun­
cheon, or even a wed­
ding reception. It 
should easily accommo­
date 200 for a seated 
dinner, and with the 
outdoor plaza, guests 
can flow from outside 
to the inside, enjoying 
fascinating works of art 
at every turn. L/VAC 
expects to occupy the 
building in early 2003.”

The new Center 
will mean a move for 
L/VAC from 4,000 to 
17,000 square feet of 

. space. Currently
L/VAC holds monthly 
art exhibits and contin­
uous art classes, pre­
sents four national 
Broadway shows, 
schedules 15 profes­
sional theatrical school 
performances for a five- 
county area, offers 
meeting rooms for 20 
civic organizations, 
hosts daily tours 
through its galleries, 
stays open seven days- 
a-week, 
and 
some­
how 
does 
it all 
beauti­
fully 
with 
only

(LVAC cont. on page 14)
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(iXAC cont. from page 13) 

three full-time employees, Exec­
utive Director Roberta George, 
Assistant Director Elaine Kent, 
and Executive Assistant Adann- 
Kennn Alexxandar, depending 
very heavily on the work of 
interns and volunteers. As more 
classes and programs are added, 
it’s expected that additional 
personnel will be needed.

Roberta George, Executive 
Director, said, “I’m happy that 
the additional space upstairs will 
allow all the associated guilds 
more workspace. We have a 
thriving Choral Guild that pro­
duces very professional Spring 
and Christmas concerts every 
year; a Writers Guild that meets 
at L/VAC every Saturday, and its 
writers have had poetry and 
short stories published in nation­
al magazines, some have even 
had books published. The

Southern Artists League is a 
very viable entity of L/VAC 
meeting every Sunday afternoon 
for drawing and painting classes 
with a live model; The Snake 
Nation Press is producing The 
Snake Nation Review, a book of 
short stories and poetry every 
quarter that has received honors 
and awards on the state and 
national level; The Withla- 
coochee Quilters Guild is going 
strong; The Valdosta Theatre 
Guild is a thriving entity; and 
Jean Arambula publishes the 
Voice, a monthly newspaper 
showcasing the Arts. The Cul­
tural Arts Guild, headed by 
Sarah Bartholomew, is L/VAC’s 
supporting organization from 
which is drawn the majority of 
volunteers. They, along with the 
Valdosta Junior Service League 
and the Azalea City Woman’s

Club, are working hard for the 
Arts.”

Commission Board meet­
ings are currently filled with 
plans for the future. Bob Harri­
son, of MediaSouthEast, and 
chairman of L/VAC’s Broadway 
Presenter Series Committee, 
said recently, “I hope we’ll be 
able to add even more profes­
sional performances, including 
some smaller ones inside the 
new building. How we proceed 
with our major shows will 
depend a lot on whether the 
new Performing Arts Center 
becomes a reality. Many of the 
shows we’d like to bring in 
require a larger stage and arena 
than is available at Mathis Audi­
torium. The performance series 
has become financially stable ir 
recent years, and ticket sales 
continue to increase. I’m very

See Your New House 
100 Different Wags 

in 3 Minutes.
How can you be sure the home you’re 

building turns out the way you 

imagined it? With BoralVision™ a new 

computer imaging system from Boral 

Bricks. Just click the mouse and 

“build” your home hundreds of 

BORALBRKXS different ways - 

from brick to

A S 0 LID DECISION’ trim color. To see

the BoralVision™ system nearest you 

stop by Scruggs Concrete Company. 

Then sit back and watch the home of 

your dreams unfold before your eyes.

Medical Specialists in the Diseases of the Ear, 
Nose and Throat, Head and Neck Surgery, Endo­
scopic Sinus Surgery, Surgery for Snoring and 
Sleep Apnea, Reconstructive Surgery for Hearing, 
Otology, ENT Allergy, Audiology and Hearing 
Aids >

SCRIICGSsr
807 River Street • 242-1170

Ronald V. Allen, M.D.
Diplomate, American Academy of Otolaryngology

Thomas E. Phillips, M.D.
Diplomate, American Academy of Otolaryngology

2910 N. Patterson St. in Valdosta / Office 244-2562 
Allergy 244-2569 / Emergency 333-1000
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excited about the 
reception the shows 
have been getting, and 
tickets will soon go on 
sale for the 2002/2003 
Season.”

Bill Sineath, Build­
ing Fund Chairman, 
said, “This new Arts 
Center has really 
shown me the good 
side of people in this 
area. It’s been a com­
munity effort, and 
much hard work has 
gone into getting 
L/VAC where it needed 
to be for such an 
expansion to take 
place. And when so 
many are giving of 
their time, their talents, 
and their money, it’s an 
inspiration to work 
even harder. Everyone 
who comes through the 
door is here for a posi­
tive reason. We want 
L/VAC to continue 
being a community- 
focused Center where 
it ma^es you feel good 
just to be here. For 
instance, we plan to

have ongoing, enter­
taining programs so 
our young people will 
want to just come and 
hang out. And, as 
Chairman of the Build­
ing Fund Committee, 
I’m issuing an invita­
tion to all individuals, 
businesses and major 
corporations to help 
sponsor this project. 
Let s treat ourselves to 
the best Arts Center in 
this region.”

The Annette How­
ell Turner Center for 
the Arts is just another 
example of how Valdos­
ta, Lowndes County, 
and the rest of South 
Georgia are growing, 
needing more cultural 
and educational facili­
ties.

Join in 
“Celebrating 

the Art in
Life!"

JEWELRY

Providing Commercial Insurance 
coverage to Businessmen of all sizes.

ZURICH
502 N. Ashley St. • Valdosta, GA 31601 
(229) 242-5377 • Fax (229) 247-4704

Home, Auto, Business, Life3, Worker's Compensation
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South Georgia Coalition to End Homelessness 
monthly meeting. Noon, lunch served, dona­
tions accepted. Call Karen Costlow-Nolan for 
information and or directions, 229-245-8064, 
ext 105 or scg211@bellsouth.net.
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CIVITAN Valdosta, NOON on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month. CIVITAN is a small 
civic club with an emphasis on helping persons 
who are mentally and physically challenged. 
Meetings are held at noon at the Valdosta Coun­
try Club in one of the smaller meeting rooms. 
Everyone is invited. Membership is open to 
all and interested people are c"cour^ ° 
contact the president. Dr. MarJ H. Watson, 
229-333-0254, and arrange to attend a luncheon
meeting.

June 5 Valdosta Civic Roundtable, 
NOON, Valdosta Country Club

June 6-7 Hate Summit IV: Building ^w^~ 
sity and Defining Democracy will illustrate the 
intersection of hate violence with various tssues, 
and how the reduction of hate ^1^ncGi^1̂  
a more democratic socl^ ^uc^^i^ >̂^^ 
includes hate crimes, police brutality, INS *™ns~ 
gressions and other human rights abuses based 
on race, gender, sexuality, ethnicity and national 
origin. The leadership summit brings together 
civil and human rights organizations, youth lead­
ership, policymakers, faith-based organizations 
and scholars to develop community responses 
to hate crimes, hate violence and other human 
rights abuses.Participants gather in conference 
Fnday to share models of community response 
and several working group meetings. Saturday 
includes a rally and march to the M.L.K. 
Jr., Center and an evening dinner honoring 
Coretta Scott King, Joseph Lowery C.T. Vivian 
and Andrew Young. For more information on 
all the great offerings of the weekend visit 
www.thecdr.org or call Dexter Wimbish at

munity activists, students. facu‘t^’ ^1.°^ 
social justice advocates who may be
in exp/onng new ideas for building knowledge, 
resources, lid. partnerships that can help them 
solve community problems. ... , an
The Just Connections ^tfei^j^ce b t 
exciting opportunity to share ?sl^^ _ieanl- 
practices in participatory Invited

fester

AR paiSSpants will receive » ^P^ ^£ 
Just Connections Curriculum T^J^’deyel 
oned for use by communityand academic activ­
ist. The mission of Just Connect1^’J”^ 
KW«™^^

i&e participants. wwwjustconnecM^ 
for more information, or contact. Januc Mor 
rissey, Ph D., GEAR (Grassroots Empou ernunt 
Alliance of Rome)}?:®-, ^x .
GA 30162, 706-23S-5134 (office) 770-684-3645

the “®Mti5ffli'^dks *e pr^i’pleTjnher- 

Bio Chem Auditorium at vav, 

June 24 Accountability andIJ^^
IT in ^^

Shy an§ the connections between corporate 
newf organizations and the military-industrial 
complex Bio Chem Auditorium at VSU, 7.00 
PM

June 11-14 First National Conference for
Nonprofit Human Resources
Idealist.org host, Philadelphia, PA. With a wide 
variety of breakout sessions, the conference is 
designed for seasoned full-time HR profession­
als, as well as for Executive Directors, Directors 
of Operations, or other staff at smaller nonprof­
its who must wear the HR hat among many 
others. For more information or to register, 
visit http://www.idealist.org/conference2003 .

June 19 Lowndes/Valdosta Mental Health
Association monthly meeting, NOON, Shon- 
ey’s restaurant, Hwy 84 just east of Norman 
Drive (NOTE NEW MEETING PLACE). It is 
important that you attend this public meeting if 
you are a recipient of the funds of this organiza­
tion. For more information, contact Jane Osborn 
at osbol933@bellsouth.net or 229-245-8064

404.221.0025.

Jw 5-1 First Annual Conference for Com-
munlty and Scholar Activists, h.mov^ & Henry
Qx&^^w^xB0rj.kXv^^ \\m^ Ccvinec.<\Qrt\B 
nas extencLea. \ts ^.euCKine tw TC^nttnOaon. mA 
scholarship application. Conference is for com-

e-mafl. GEAR5I34@beWsouth.net
June 10 Prevent Child Abuse Lowndes 
County, Old Times Restaurant. NOON, con­
tact Sandra Wilcher for information Contact 
J. Driggers at JdHggers@dotasys.i9ef for more 
information.

June 10 "The United Religions ItMotiye"

June 26 Easter Seals Chocolate Classic “Cre­
atine Solutions, Changing Lives". Lowndes- 
Valdosta Convention Center, 7:00 PM. Indulge 
your passion for chocolate! Tickets are $10.00 
per person. Champagne, wine, coflfee and other 
beverages will be served along with eats and 
treats. There will be a silent auction on various 
items, and a 50/50 raffle. Come join the fun. To 
donate an auction item or buy advanced tickets, 
call Suzanne Harvey at 229-460-0492 or Cathy 
Burks at 229-247-8030 7

Utada Bennett Elder will speak OO this glob.il 
\n\jeda\Vh pxoxccv which has neadquancr s ill S-tn 
Francisco, The project has as a principal f<r ^

See page 19 for more notices.

Send notices for publication to: 
snakenation@mchsi.com

June Events at
The Annette Howell Turner

Center For The Arts 
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EXPRESS YOURSELF 1

Saturday June 6,7:00 p.m.

Reception for:

Withlacoochee Quilters Guild 
Exhibition and 

Judith Moore of 
Sante Fe, New Mexico

June 23: 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m

The Lamar Dodd Exhibit
on display through August.

African Art Exhibit
on permanent display

Call 247-2747 for information.

Afi media i
Hollis Barnett (229) 333-5838
Dick Bjomseth (229) 293-0352
J. Stephen Lahr (229) 244-7024
Ouida Duke Lampert (229) 242-8757
Barbara & Marshall Norris 
(850)948-2720 I
Teresa Rozier (229) 559-0220
AH media, murals and

I faux finish
l Ann Johnston (229) 247-6311
| ^ media, including restorations
I Kann Murray (229) 333-5835
I Acrylic paintings, landscape
I MardaPlatau (229) 242-2180
I Acryhc paintings, scenics
I Hartey Hall (229) 794-3595
I Calligraphy ;
I Todd Aiderman (229) 245-8054 ^^§

i Ceramics
Walter Hobbs (229) 244-9888
Jack Smith (229) 242-4820

Ceramic mosaic - woodburning
Terry A. Reese (229)559-9419
Colored pencil
Leon Colvin (229) 247-5037
Lettering, Signs, Murals, 
Airbrush
Troy Hendricks (850) 929-4230
Metal sculpture
Wilby Coleman (229) 253-1691
Oil portraits
Bill Hoopes (229) 263-4068
Fay Bridges Hyatt (229) 253-9982
Oli paintings
Ruth Kahler (229) 247-6621
Oil paintings, still fifes
Bebe Blanton (229) 242-7410 
Ferre11 Harris (229) 245-1671 
9l1 P^ngs, murals, 
faux finishes

| p^|"'Hall<22'» 360-3132 

^Hickox(229) 686-5676 
Photo restoration
Jack Rowe (229) 244-1755

Photography
Steve Heddon (229) 460-0479
Tracie Radford (229) 253-9703
Portraits, paintings, faux finishes
B.J. Paulk 242-5134
Claire Hall (229) 249-8423
Restoration
Cynthia Carmichael 229-263-1931
Sketches
Haley Rosenberg (229) 247-2795
Stained glass
Mick Widner (229) 249-0344
Water color media
Eleanor Bollman (229) 333-0195
Watercolor, southern landscapes
Lillian Brooks (229) 794-2473
Watercolor
Joyce Haddock (229) 244-1049
Claire Hall (229) 249-8423
Sylvia Warrick (229) 244-3170
Al Park (229) 244-6165
Georgia Smith (229) 242-5820
Watercolor Portraits

Watercolor, including 
pet portraits »O«:^®^^
Don Pettigrew (229) 244-9394 '
Watercolor, Oil, Acrylics,;;',/gg|
Murals .. . A ■ '
Olga Powell (229)242-6939 : ■ "m
Joann Adams (229-263-5408 .gaj 
Writer, Experimental Performer 
Mark Sonnenfeld (609)443-0646

Artist: Call or mail yew listing*? 
The Valdosta Voice « 
110 West Force Street j 

Valdosta Georgia 31601g 
229-244-0752 -^? ^

snaken(ition@nt^^

SUPPORT YOUR| 
I OCAL ARTISTS

mailto:scg211@bellsouth.net
http://www.thecdr.org
Idealist.org
http://www.idealist.org/conference2003
mailto:osbol933@bellsouth.net
mailto:GEAR5I34@beWsouth.net
glob.il
mailto:snakenation@mchsi.com
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Serena McDonald Kennedy Award
By Jean Arambula

Snake - Nation ~ Review 
Issue No. 16

Snake Nation Review 
Issue Number 16 
available in June.

R
S The ^-^Ph®11/0"”^#" awarded Snake Nation Press a grant that will allow the Snake 
of the TZ flc“on awari I( wl11 be called O’® ■Serf"" McDonald Kennedy Fiction Award in honor
ofthe grandmother ofa trustee of the Foundation. ^"wwmnonor

Snake Nation Press began publishing the Review in 1989, while Roberta George, Founding Editor was still 
a pursuing her masters degree in English at Florida State University. New literary magaz^^^ 
ived, mainly because of their less than lucrative nature and the hard work associated with the endeavor Roberta 
sZ8 2 S ^ Snake aflOa*’ PUbliSW°8 gOOd «C,io" “d P®^ »™ new andl“sXl 

print. donations and a growing subscription base give many writers a chance to see their work in

—;..»£,“ ™»;^ ~ “”“ h~ “ *•"'•“■ ■•

k The,Press 1S an ^ hoc member of the Lowndes/Valdosta Arts Commission and during the last three vears has 
conthm™Xce 1P995M1C “ ^ ‘^ ^ a'S° ”Umerous writers S™?8-The Adult Writers Group has met

Mrs. George continues to be directly involved, reading, and editing manuscripts. Sbe also plans to spend, more 
time working on her unfinished novel and other literary projects.

June 2003 / The Valdosta Voice

VOICE
Published By Snake Nation Press

editors Jean Arambula
jeana@snake nation press.org

Roberta George 
Founding Editor, 
Snake Nation Press

COLUMNISTS Karen Postel 
Maria Arambula 
Patricia Stone 
Chris Parker 
Leona Abood 
Ted Pyles 
Morris Smith 
Dr. Manuel Tovar

Design by Snake Nation Design

Violet Reed Haas Prize for Poetry: Winner and Pinaiists

T
he winner of the Violet Reed Haas Award for Poetry 2002 is Tania Rochelle ofMarietta, Geor­
gia. Congratulations Tania!

Theludge fo^thtvFolet Haas prize was M. L. Williams; whose P^™*™™^
Earth-The Fresno Poets (Roundhouse Press), “Knowersand Makers in The Me™urrf ™>rd ^ 
Poetrv and Science (UP: Georgia), So Luminous the Wildflowers: An Anthol°&tf Caty°^ 
(Tebot Bach), The Best ofthe Prose Poem (White Pine), Verse and Universe (Milkweed), The Geog- 
ranhv of Home (Heyday Press), Solo, What There Is, Rattapallax, and elsewhere. ■

Hewas the ediVx of Quarterly West for five years, and currently he is Assistant Professor of Cre­
ative Writing at Valdosta State University and annual co-host ofthe Poetry Corner at the Los ge es

T*^ia Ro<±e^ MFA from the Program for Writers at Warren Wilson College. Her work 
has appeared or is forthcoming in several print magazines, including ^^^^^^  ̂
Quarterly, Iris, and Rattle, as well as in online journals such as Three Candles, The Drunken Boat, 

^H^ofms have been included in the anthologies Split Verse, edited by,Meg5 Campbell and 
William Duke- We Used to be Wives, edited by Jane Butkin Roth; and Mercy of Tides, edited by 
Margot Wizan’sky, due out in August. She is editor-in-chief of the online literary quarterly, B aze 
(www.sundress.net/blaze). She teaches writing at die ^^%$^ “ A^^ 
in the suburbs with her husband, four children, and a variety of dogs, cats, and domestic rode .

Finalists in the Violet Haas Poetry Competition:
Snake Nation Press 
110 West Force Street 
Valdosta, Georgia 31601 
(229)244-0752

The Valdosta Voice is published by Snake Nation Press, 
a 501(c) non profit literary arts organization. The Voice 
supports local artists (writers, fine arts, crafts-people) by 
offering a free forum for their work and ideas. The Voice 
welcomes editorials, articles, poetry, and short fiction from 
the community and the world. All writers retain copyright 
to the material published. The Voice takes one time rights 
for publication. Support this endeavor by sending your tax­
deductible donations to the address above.

Jarret Keene, Tallahassee, FL 
Ronald Bullis, Richmond, VA 
Shelby Stephenson, Benson, NC 
Mary Ann Larkin, Washington, DC 
Rebecca Baggett, Athens, GA 
David Salner, Frederick, MD 
Phil Memmer, Clinton, NY 
Elisa Albo, N. Miami Beach, FL 
Philip Fried, New York, NY 
Todd Heldt, Chicago, IL 
Matt Schumacher, Pleasant Valley, IA 
David Keller, Lawrenceville, NJ 
Anthony Russell White, San Rafael, CA 
Kim Roberts, Washington, DC 
Patric Pepper, Washington, DC

Geoff Bouvier, San Diego, CA 
James Finnegan, West Hartford, CT 
Judy Kronenfield, Riverside, CA 
Edie Mueller, Newton, MA 
Roger Pfingston, Bloomington, IN 
Jonathan Harrington, New York, NY 
Richard Jackson, Chattanooga, TN 
David M. Shaw, Hillsborough, NC 
Jack Donahue, Bayside, NY 
Anthony Sorbin, Santa Fe, NM 
Matt Flumerfelt, Valdosta, GA 
Ernest Stableford, York Harbor, ME 
Grace Bauer, Lincoln, NE 
Ardyth Bradley, Libertyville, IL 
Constance Egemo, Ames, IA

press.org
http://www.sundress.net/blaze
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Raw Art...or Playing with your Food

W
hat does a group of artists 
do at a picnic? They make 
art of their food. That 
is exactly what happened at the 

May event sponsored by the South­
ern Artists’ League. According to 
SAL President, Jean Little, this fun 
picnic was held on May 17th at the 
Annette Howell Turner Center for 
the Arts.

Little explained that SAL 
members and the public 
brought food, not just to / 
eat, but to make into art. ■ 
The photos illustrate a 
Unique sweet potato art by 

’ SAL member Georgia
Roswell. Another member, 
Dick Bjornseth, made art by 
carving out of a can full of 
SPAM. The public and SAL

Regional Art Show” juried in six 
works of the three SAL members: 
The accepted works include: 
“Roberta Jean” and “Gary’s Willow” 
chairs by Amy Lansburg; “Young 
Girl” and “Queen” drawings by 
Dick Bjornseth, and “Acqua dar- 
cholordenequixx” and “Step One 
(of a Seven Step Process)” photo-

members were 
draw or paint 
different foods

graphs by Adann Kenn Alexx- 
andar. All of these works will 

be on display through May 
28th at the gallery at 124 
Pine Street, in Albany.

Meanwhile, the
Thomasville Cultural 
Center has juried in addi­

tional works of three SAL 
artists for their “Annual 

Summer Showcase Exhi­
bition” 'which opens at 
3:00pm on Sunday, June

works, a painting and a conceptual 
3-D piece. This brings the total SAL 
members’artworks accepted in the 
Thomasville up to over 1/4 of the 
entire show.
The Thomasville exhibition was 
opened Sunday, June 1 at a recep­
tion. The exhibition will be on dis­
play at the Thomasville Art Center 
facilities located at 600 East Wash­
ington Street, Thomasville, GA 
throughout the summer until early 
August.

The “Best of the Spring into Art” 
exhibition now on display at the 
new Annette Howell Turner Center 
galleries include a large number of 
artworks by SAL members. This 
popular art exhibition has tradition­
ally featured a number of SAL art­
ists and the current exhibition is no 
exception. This show will be on 
display through June 10th.

Mara Register and daughter, and James 
Horton, arrange flowers.

■i

An unidentified 
SAL guest gets 
into the spirit of 
things at the
Raw Art 

picnic at The 
Annette Howell 
Turner Center for 
the Arts.

invited to

W^W

as well. Five prizes were awarded. 
SAL also provided “edible” food 
and drink to those who attended this 
tongue-in-cheek event.

Valdosta, Albany, and Thomasville 
Exhibits recognize SAL Talents:

Congratulations to an unusually 
large number of SAL members 
who have recently been recognized 
for their artworks which include 
papermaking, drawing, photogra­
phy, ceramics, and furniture:

The Albany Area Arts Council’s
‘Fourth Annual Southwest Georgia .

1. SAL members were fortunate 
to have 9 out of only 52 artworks 
accepted for this exhibition. The 
SAL artists accepted include: Dick 
Bjornseth “Art Gallery Nude” and 
“Endless Put'On” both prismacolor 
drawings; Amy Lansburg, “The 
“Fallacy of Ingraham v. Right,” 
and “Sisters,” driftwood and found 
object chairs; Georgia Rowswell 
for two papermaking artworks; and 
Walter Hobbs for two ceramic 
pieces. Lu Sands, “The Hat” a char­
coal drawing and Steve Lahr, two

In addition to the above, exhi­
bitions, earlier in the year, Jean 
Little had work in two Black His­
tory Month exhibitions. One was 
at Valdosta State University and the 
other at the Turner Center. Claire 
Hall has been shown at the Houston 
TX Water Media 2003 and also at 
the Tallahassee Watercolor Tri-state 
Exhibit.
SAL has completed another ground­
breaking year of activity thanks to 
the work of outgoing officers includ­
ing Jean Little, Marshall Norris, 
Lisa McAleer, Amy Lansburg, and 
Dick Bjornseth. At the next gen­
eral membership meeting a new 
set of officers will be elected for 
2003/2004.

A “community canvas” was created 
by Valdosta area residents who will 
have their chance to commemorate 
Mack's Birthday 2003. A blank canvas 
and easel was installed at Mack's Park 
before the annual commemoration 
of the birthday of Mac Freeman, 
the owner of The Flower Gallery in 
downtown Valdosta. Southern Artists'

writ a*1 ^^er-painting outlining the 
W“by^oleman flower metal sculpture 
and this year's planting 

sculpture base. The public was invited 
to take over the canvas and paint their 
own flowers, comments, signatures, 
or whatever they'd like to add to the 
“2003 Commemorative Mack’s Park 
Canvas.”

It is hoped that this community 
painting event will become an annual 
affair. Over time, the canvases from 
the proceeding years will be displayed 
at future annual events. A temporary 
outdoor gallery honoring Mack 
Freeman will grow from this event, 
commemorating not simply the 
commitment of Mack to beauty and 
flowers, but to the artistic talent of all 
Valdosta.

If you would like to become a member, please do so by filling out this form. 
You may bring it to any meeting or mail it to the address below.

M^feS^

11/W. Central Avenue 
Downtown Valdosta 

2+7^1

Southern Artists* League Membership Form
% CAaiw'B^ "

gBG-GD Student, Dues $10.|^|tei^
> , (Studentxnembershjpis limited to full-timestudents who are 18 years or older.)

Names' . , 

Address : ;

HomePhone 
Email Gill 

Medium

lOOBCc^ip

5&rirPl^

.Date-

:Zy.‘&&!lWto&tll^^



5Review by Chris Parker 

The Essential Clash 
Tstanall^^ P^ fOck’-even to the ones who under- 

aW^tbA ^ ? m ltS conscious lack of structure. Argu- 
assumed ymmk ?°t ana+rchlc form modern music has yet 
assumed, punk rock exists as an explosion. Punk sones raiiv 
£ of mire&MMho i”1^’can^m^ “ever be listened to in sit- 
dirt five vears after ^c ir S ^^ ^ an album that doesn’t sound like 
here T Amy hl ft release has achieved near-classic shelflife. Yet

Esswtial Clash has two discs, contains forty songs and com- 
Seirshortbme h*"*,?f music’ documenting the band’s output during 
£ssenS£i ^ordinary career. Unlike most collections bearing th!

* °ni ™e?.up t0 lts billing in more ways than one. The 
£^JiS£?frl^ indisputable, making The Essential Clash man- 
musi? The rig { nnyone with an interest in the development of rock 
Sm J?JLC h T ^^ pivotal band’ one of a very few revered in 
both mainstream and underground rock circles.
UK ?etS“ ^f^^iF® w0^ ^ ^ ^ ^ culled from the initial 

release of the band s self-titled debut and its alternate US version.
It is on those songs that the 'band is most closely associated with the 
classic punk sound. The songs are short and the production raw. Joe 
Strummer s London sneer and bitter lyrics demonstrate clearly that Brit­
ish punk was born out of lower-class anger, rather than the middle-class

« ^^k^d its American counterpart. “White Riot”, which opens 
the collection, was written after Strummer and bassist Paul Simonon 
Palpated in a riot at the Notting Hill Carnival, a well-known Afro- 
Caribbean music festival, in 1976. “London’s Burning” may talk about 
boredom, out its clear that the band had no intention of letting such gen- i 
eral disaffection last for long. “Clash City Rockers”, “I’m So Bored With 1 
the U.S.A.”, and “Career Opportunities”, the last with its declaration **T 
hate the army and I hate the RAF”, were all filled in equal parts with the 
bile of downtrodden lives and the brazen determination to turn tables on 

^Stni^The Clash was far more than just loud and angry. They had 
a terrific sense of humor, as evidenced by the hilariously cheesy Oh 
yeah” harmony on “Police & Thieves”. Moreover they were a band with 
intense charisma. “(White Man) in Hammersmith Palais comes a little 
over halfway through the first disc and should be considered the most 
important song in their musical development. It was. on *bat s^g th|_ 
they first began to show the musical diversity that would inform their 
future work. Built around Paul Simonon’s meandering reggae baseline 
and augmented by Mick Jones’s minimal guitar strokes and Topper Head- 
on’s rock solid drumming, the song overcomes dodgy Prodycdo" a,nd 
builds to a stirring climax, with Strummer encouraging people to find a 
solution to their problems other than simplistic violence.

The five songs taken from the second Clash album, Give em ^noug 
Rope, show the band moving in what may have been ® ,m®P®JJi^ 
tion at the time. The production is smoother, with afar §reat^r ,emfc 
sis on melody than anything the band had previously attempted. This 
might have been a problem had Strummer and Jones not been the hugely 
gifted songwriters that they were “Julie’s Been WP^| f?r^ 
Souad” again showcases the band’s good humor, while Safe European 
Home” and “Tommy Gun”, which includes a short but mind-blowing 
single chord solo from Mick Jones, pack just as much P°^as an^^ 
on the debut “English Civil War” nicks the melody of Johnny Comes 
Marching Home” and transforms it into a straight-ahead rocker on which 
the band’s playing is tighter than it had ever been before.
h The first disc closes perfectly, with one of The Clash’s very finest 
moments lekglorious cover of Sonny Curtis’s “I Fought the Law” The 
band’s populism is on full display, stripping away the morose tone of the 
orioinaF Opening with a thunderous drum-roll, continuing with Strum- 
original, open g OT1;tar interplay and closing with a handclapmer and Imps ^original in every
inducing sing-along, ctmmmer’s delivery of the lyrics, as if the fact

TO Thlclash, the point

from the third Clash melodic sense of its follow-up
piece. The energy of^^eS^sm ‘Son Calling” foretold 
^tX^th southing ^ ^o^-

The Clash: The Essential Clash
Epic Records, 2003)
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“te^ “Peering to their growing mainstream recognition. “Rudie 
.5™ ’ J“““e Jazz” and especially the Paul Simonon written and 

sung Guns of Brixton” show just how well The Clash understood the 
world-music that influenced everything they produced from that point 

Also notable was Mick Jones’s increased vocal contribution.
Clampdown is as fiery and convincing a salvo against global capitalism 

as any band has managed since. “Lost in the Supermarket” follows in the 
lyn®al.y,e“’ but Wlth a more gentle, alienated tone. The buoyant 

lrain in Vain is almost pure pop, and continues to be one of the band’s 
most often played songs.

Following the London Calling selections is the single “Bankrobber” 
an impassioned tale of an unjust prison system. Next comes “The Mag- 
niPcent Seven” one °^hve s°ngs selected from the sprawling 1980 triple- 
l Sandanista! The song is notable for both its infectious mid-tempo 

rhythm and its lyrics, perhaps the sharpest social commentary The Clash 
ever achieved.

So get V>a.cV to vjoyVl and. sweat some mote, *
1 The swci wi\\ set axiA we'W %et oot ^he Aow,
\ TVs no good for man to work in cages.
J Hita the town* ho drinJcs his wa^es*
( 'You all fiat, you all sweat.

You all fret, you all sweat. 
But did you notice you ’re not getting anywhere? 
Don’t you ever stop long enough to start?

And later in the same song:

Luther King and Mahatma Ghandi 
Went to the bar to check out the game, 
But they was murdered by the other team 
Who went on to win fifteen mil.
You can be true; you can be false, 
You’ll be given the same reward.

It was after “The Magnificent Seven”, which opened Sandanista!, that 
The Clash first began to disappoint. That only five songs are taken from 
the album, which totaled thirty-six, is telling. That only two of those, 
“Police on my Back” being the other, are good enough to merit mention­
ing in the same breath as everything that had come before is even more 
so. Caught up in a vein of experimentation, The Clash had somehow 
forsaken the fervor that had colored all their prior output.

Sandanista! was both a critical and commercial disaster, and it was fol­
lowed in 1982 by the less bizarre but equally scattershot Combat Rock. 
The last album before the band fell apart, Combat Rock Produced Jh® 
Clash’s two biggest hits. As timeless as Should I Stay or Should I 
Go” may be, “Rock the Casbah” is nearly as dated and intolerable. The 
album track “Straight to Hell”, on the other hand, is head and shoulders 
above either, built on a gorgeously understated rhythm and elevated by 
an inspired vocal performance from Strummer, that serves as a reminder 
of what had been. Soon after the release of Combat Rock, Strummer and 
Jones, had a falling out and Jones was sacked from &e band, along with 
Headon. In 1985, Strummer and Simonon released Cut the Crap with 
a revamped lineup. Had they chosen to heed the advice of the title, the 
album would not have existed at all. “This is England sounds simp y 
moronic when compared to the glories of the past and it was still far 
better than any other track that album.

It is not hard to see what went wrong for The Clash. Bands that 
burn with so much intensity and creativity rarely last for long. Selt-conii- 
dence undermined the freshness that blazed throughout th®ir ®arJy ^fr 
Regardless, we owe it to ourselves to remember them for the best of their 
work and, if we continue to do so The Clash is a band that will never be 
forgotten.
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St. Simons Island: History Without Hype
trip to St Simon’s Island 
is a must for history buffs. 
Georgia’s history is a vital 

part of the life on this small island 
off the coast. Numerous sites abound 
with plenty of historical information 
about the founding of Georgia. 
On the island you will find the 
Fort Fredericka National Historic 
site. When Parliament chartered the 
Georgia colony in 1732, Englishmen 
of all classes rallied to the idea of 
a new stronghold that would serve 
as a utopia, or ideal society, in 
the American wilderness. The first 
shipload of 114 persons left England 
under the leadership of one of 
the colony’s trustees, Gen. James 
Edward Oglethorpe (1696-1785). 
Reaching Georgia in 1733, this first 
group of settlers established a town 
on the Savannah River that they 
named Savannah. A settlement was

I
■

o

&j3^

^.s$bjftgpM^^

mOM^M

not the only purpose in founding 
Georgia, Oglethorpe 

sailed down the 
coast in 1734 to

s *^^ffi^Mi%rl^

.^^^^^ 
^JS^^

tl^&^QP^
iffi^ys^^if^^

points to fortify
against the Spanish. He found a likely site on a sea island just below the mouth of the Altamaha River. This was St. Simons, an 
island with thick forests, good water, and a fertile upland. He returned to England and recruited a group of settlers to accompany 
him back to St. Simons. On reaching the island in 1736, Oglethorpe and his settlers laid out a military fort and town, both named 
Frederica in honor of Frederick, Prince of Wales, King George H’s son.

The Fort became the key to the British defense of the Georgia colony and supported troops that fought a Spanish force on 
St. Simons Island. The Spanish opponent was Manuel de Montiano, governor of Florida. His objective was of a punitive nature, 
to destroy Frederica and lay waste the coast as far north as Port Royal, South Carolina. After capturing that town, he planned to 
strike at the English plantation system by freeing the slaves in the surrounding countryside. In early July his ships ran past the 
guns of Fort St. Simons and landed troops a few miles up the inland passage. Outflanked, 
Oglethorpe pulled back to Frederica. On July 7 about 200 Spanish soldiers advanced 
up the military road connecting the two forts. Oglethorpe routed this column with a 
fierce attack. When Montiano learned of this repulse, he sent several hundred of his

1 Hour Photo & Studio

VP

• Picture Frames

I HR. PHOTO & STUDIO /^

• Enlargements
• Weddings
• Albums

Film Processing
Passport Photos

2910-A North Ashley St.

247-2001
Visit our website at:

; j. wiuw.photoi-valdosta.com-

best men forward to cover the retreat. Several 
miles along the road these troops ran into a 
British ambush. That battle became known 
as “Bloody Marsh\”, because the marsh was 
said to run red with the blood of the dead and 
wounded. This British rout of the Spanish 
forces ended the final Spanish threat to 
Georgia. Oglethorpe proclaimed a day of 
thanksgiving for this deliverance. All of these 
points of interestare within an easy bike ride 
for most visitors.

“The Village” is unincorporated and has 
a distinct personality apart from the rest 
of Glynn County. It is reminiscent of Key 
West, only more family-friendly. Art galleries, 
local restaurants, and a well-stocked used 
bookstore are some of the places not to be 
missed. The ever-present bike paths are most 
representative of the easy pace found on the Island. Winding along-side every 
street’frails giye visitors an opportunity to experience a safe, relaxed vacation.

A three-hour drive from Valdosta, an overnight stay is recommended so the full 
^a^r , the Island can be enjoyed. St Simons, rich with history, from Oglethorpe 
to Wesley to a functioning lighthouse open to the public there is something for 
^^Rt^® °P the Island. And don’t forget the “Spirit Trees” and quiet beaches where 
a dolphin sighting is as sure as the sunrise.

; *JI^^'^M east to Waycross 011 UJSL 84/.M Waycixw straight
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Heritage Foundation: Past, Present, Future.
Isw”118 ®S^ 111656 tmcvei® ™^Se^la?™retiiCTfaU^ Foundation and their guests to an annual meeting AND a “Win-

™e°i&i^“

*oWgSXi^^^

A0^? Woman of the Year and Amy Carter, wife of Directed Done Se^wa?31?11^! ?f'JWos^»last fal1 was chosen to be the Business and Profes- 
he Year! Moreover, 7%e Fa/toa DaiZy 77m

VTdosl'} ’m numerous volunteer capacities, starting and chairing the Citv Com^aS^S rf^”® ^^ ^ ? person who makes a difference in 
Two directors, Mara Register mentioned nrevi™X “rr^T8 Clty-Gounty Azalea Festival now m its third year.

^ApTn116^0"6! rihrawSm Gregory, local architect SSSwtftellta!,1? Newsom in her job as head librarian of the South 
LARC Senttbes Inc., and President of the Fairview AssociationofHoSn^fe? ? ^-H T B**®*?®.’ and Dr. Harry Hamm, Director of 
h Amet ?the owners were mostly restored by the owners themselves! ®‘^CI a0*??* °f Ae Serfage Foundation, as the Victorian

At the Lowndes County Historical Society Annual Dinner in Mav Louie Peenlec wb^2®^ ^ ^ k^ as “making a difference in Valdosta.” 
histoneal oreservation in Vaid™^ y m May’Louie Peeples White was given the Harold Bennett Award for continuing to support

June 2003 / The Valdosta Voice

historical preservation in Valdosta.
Each of the aforementioned was pre­

sented a be-ribboned “Winner’s Medal­
lion” by the evening’s special host, 
Donald Davis, and special hostess, 
Gloria Sorenson, both active members 
of the Valdosta Heritage Foundation— 
and everybody there as well. “We are 
u ALL winners in Valdosta,” said 

the President, who then made the only

Gloria Sorenson, Special Hostess, gives 
the invocation. Seated in front of Gloria 
at the head table are Donald Davis, 
Special Host; Debbie Saeger, wife of 
the Treasure of the Heritage Foundation; 
and Ken Ricket, Vice President of the 
Heritage Foundation.

I Mr. and Mrs. Blake Pierce, the dancing couples especially invited to come to show 
I everybody else how to dance. Mr. and Mrs. William Okuma were away from the table 
I chatting with the other guests._________ _________________________________ __________

Louie White, President of the Heritage 
Foundation has the first dance with 
Jimmy Rainwater, Mayor of Valdosta.

Mara and David Register, Ken Ricket, architect, 
and the Mayor talk about Valdosta.Richard Hill, local architect and long active in preservation 

activities in Valdosta; James Horton, Valdosta Main Street 
Director, and Shanna Hall. _____________________

President’s Award this year to Main street Director, James Horton, for his “outstanding work performance” since he became Main Street Director in 

2000, now fully ^red^d “ W^^ Valdosta’s Preservation Planner with the South Georgia Regional Development
C^ffilTb^^^a ^ who was married on Cumberland Island in April and rs now hvmg m

Quitman. A large contingent M^ym rfValdosta, also, of course , the Mayor of “Win-
Chosenas the Specta Speaker for the AmualMeetngmdte and potential, especially proclaimed the city will reach

meuopo^po" f” 1116 “ ^^ “^ ^ COmpleti°n

HThere was thunderous applause to what the Mayor had to say. Then the music started, and the “Winners Ball” began, as the Mayor and the President 

Louie White danced, “““^“S °*61^ Trantham Dancing Class provided by the Valdosta/Lowndes County Recreation, Parks and
On hand for *at moment were four o^oftheEito J™*^ £ of moyment and were wonderful to see (and try to emulate).

C ™mmulte^Tprov1deM^ Winners”, a tno led by Robert Plummer of the orchestra, “Sentimental Journey”. John Patterson was called away 

on business just before “The Wl™61s ”6r6 ' j 5*6 end a cartoon from The New Yorker, showing some fish slowly walking ashore, but one was way 

aS Sm^X^W has him saying, “Walk, hell. I gotta dance!” (And the Valdosta Hentage Foundation

with it!) .
u . >a! <neietv elected new officers for the 2003-2005 term.. They are: PresidentUuUo Smith, let V(ce president. Chris |

m^®£SS£^^ ...... ......... .... ........ ...............
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

A Partner of the Community
by Leona Abood

T
he Medicine Shoppe, with its clean, white-stuccoed exterior, sits serenely 
surrounded by green lawn, shrubs, and pine trees. Conveniently located near 
Langdale Place and a large residential area, it is an excellent example of 
how a small business can thrive even in a very competitive market. Almost every 

grocery store in the city has a pharmacy and three large national pharmacy stores 
have recently opened in the city, yet Robert Hatton of the Medicine Shoppe says 
he is as busy as ever. He knows his customers by name and visits with them when 
they come into the Shoppe. The Shoppe employs four full-time and two part-time 
employees.

No one likes to be sick and feel ill, but when you do, doesn’t it make you feel 
better knowing Robert Hatton is waiting at the Medicine Shoppe ready to help and 
meet your immediate needs. In my case, I live across the street. When I really feel 
bad, which seems to be a lot lately I just call Robert and tell him to deliver my 
prescription. The delivery is free .and within 15 minutes.
Originally from Jesup, Georgia, Robert and his wife, Kimberly of 14 years and their 
three children, Sarah, Rachel, and Joshua have lived in Valdosta a little over 10 
ye^s- They have renovated a home in the Historic Fairview District of Valdosta.

Robert Patton is very active in Park Avenue Methodist Church, singing in the choir and 
?n °f £asion accompanying the choir with his trumpet. He has a solo in “He has provided the 
Lamb , an annual Easter event at Park Avenue Methodist. “The Lamb” is a production of Christ’s 
journey to his death and resurrection.

Robert wears many hats, pharmacist, husband, father, active member of his church, and a great 
asset and contnbutor to our community. Hats off to a local involved businessman! ^

A Review:

'’^Medidne 
Shoppe'*

E Your Custom Medication
[ Pharmacy!

2723 Windemere Drive

2003 Strategic Plan For Workforce Investment
^nn^r^r^^ S^th G60*^ Regional Development Center (RDC) on behalf of the
South Georgia Workforce Development Boards

I
fo^i™^±^^ ^ S,a,e°fthe "^^ geP°n- ™» publication should be required reading 1
sunnlv and demand .na '. ^^^m This report assesses the current and emerging status of the region’s labor market 1 

comtaeve^^fn *1 emerging workforce trends.” The issues addressed are challenges this £ea will face in the 1 
coming years to sustain the current quality of life and to unprove the lives of everyone in the future 
with rS° T °n y ^^s eye-opening statistics from state and federal sources, it is also supplemented by “interviews 

g SS 0Wnere’ edUCatorS’ economic d«elopment entities' community

a cka^lmwaf Mii^a^fc5 the effort to bring together economic, education, and workforce information, creating 
planniS?’ of pertment information these segments can distill into plans that will “provide a useful framework for

Hm B°e^^^ bZVo^^^^^ ^e“ed. The c°unties included in the district are: Atkinson, Bacon, Ben 
W^’e cooties The ^ C°ffee’ ^ Echols’ ^ Lanier, Lowndes, Pierce, Tift, Turner, and 
at 333-5277. ^ ^°^ ®d on www.sgrdc.com. Call Haley Rosenberg at the South Georgia Regional

Development Center (RDC) at

Why Does “Regional” Matter?
monalities than differences. They are^dlng^lSn^em^oyers^epofted’in^ ^ comi?g to understand that they have more com-
good jobs, such as the best of the manufacturing and service mbs that form the core of tK?X°r-^ t^°?> that *“ re§lon is in global competition for 
Companies determine locations on a regional basis befee foev ever c^ existing economic base.
based upon the image and reputation of a region. Schools, healthcare arts transDortation and 01^°™^ ^ ^^ ?te‘ Families decide where to locate 
final deersren. Through understanding how the region is taring, everyone can make key decisionTaH^iXXS^

these issues with editorials and articles* Guesl cohimnistsare welcome to submit'theirartcfefo” publkSton Th" K ’ ^ Valdosta ^‘^ wil1 addresS 
for citizens to express a their opinions creating a fair and balanced view of political, economic, cultSal S opportunity

Quality of LWI&iies ai^||i^i|(i^j|^|^

^^^ ^€ommun^ tyns&tsits and empowerment to saba ngaht^ns . ^

http://www.sgrdc.com


9^meiilHqwfj.i, Turner Center for thf Arts

Summer Programs Guide
Children’s Art Camps
Insfructors: Teresa Rozier and JoAnn Adams
S&S “T ““^Pfe types of art media and different 
P a?™ h ^^^W*^ from two-dimensional to three- 
r lj?enS1°na Y01^ whlle lowing children to learn new 
’wiMh $Ues “d B^ ways to further an interest in art. There 

r^f ^c™^810!15 for chil*en ages 5 and up.
(Full price first child, half price for second.) 

Times/Dates: 10 a.m. -12 Noon, Monday-Friday 
Session 1: June 16 - 20 • Session 2: June 23 - 27

Session 3: July 14 - 18 • Session 4: July 7-11
Session 5: July 21 -25

Dance Imagination
Instructor: Caitlin Mather Kirk
For children, ages 4-7, this creative movement dance class aims to inspire voune dancers 
to express and communicate their ideas through movement while having the onnortunitv xt: ^ ■nd ^ues °f ^ “a ^ atoiw^^S’S

Time/Dates: 2-3 p.m. Session 1: June 16 -20 • Session 2: July 21 -25 
Cost: $60 / ■ j

^^Furfky Jazz
Instructor: Caitlin Mather Kirk
For ages 8-13, this class will focus .on 
the techniques, rhythms, and styles of 
essential jazz dance using jazz, pop, 
disco, R&B, ethnic, and other styles of 
music.
Time/Dates: 3:30-4:30 pm
Session 1: June 16-20
Session 2: July 21-25
Cost: $60

Creative Dancerclse for Boy & Girls
Instructor: Priscilla Hanns Cowart ..... .
For A«es 4-5, Creative Dan cere ise is especially designed for young children. Many 
aspects of the cultural arts will be included , yet the main focus will be on exploring The 
Wonderful World of Mime” through the joy of movement.
Time and Dates: 2-3pm, Tuesdays June 24, July 1, 8, and 15
Cost: $40

Pre-Ballet
Instructor: Priscilla Harms Cowart
For ages 6-7 . „ « , r - .
Through the adventures of exploring pantomime as well as the realm of music to me 
enchanting basic movements and steps in ballet. We meet once per week. Parents are 
invited to the last class to observe.
Times/Dates: 3:30 - 4:30 Tuesdays
June 24, July 1,8, and 15
Fee: $40

Creative Dance
Instructor: Priscilla Harms Cowart
FmtiticS Adventures lie ahead as your child explores step by step, the 
“Wonderland” of music and dance. The pathway is designed to develop musical 
sensitivity in understanding basic elements of rythm. Development of physical 
coordination, balance, strength, and flexibility is exercised in a creative dance format 
Times/Dates: 2:30 - 3:30 Thursdays, June 26, July 3,10,17
Cost: $40

Landscape Studies Workshop
Pochades the value of small format studies in composition and color. Learning to do 
Si studies value, form, and color to save fme and materials before

doing larger paintings.
Times/Dates: 8am-12pm and 3pm-7pm,
Saturday, June 14 F '

Cost:$40 per day (supplies not included)

^F^T±SK^ * ^ ““” ^ -“ S“

Start this rammer, June 19, lour Thursday evenings; 6:00-7:30pm
Instructor: Roberta George
Publication a possibility
Cost: $50

Pull Out

Cem For The nits

Colored Pencil Workshop
Instructor: Jeffery Baisden
“How do you make it look so real?” Find out how 
in this two day workshop creating dynamic surface 
treatments. We explore techniques for creating believ- 
able glass, metal, wood, and fabric while incorporating 
them into your composition. This is an introduction to 
colored pencil and some drawing experience is recom­
mended..

Times/Dates: 8am-12pm July 12 and 13.
Cost:$135
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. How to Write a Haiku
Instructor: Jean Arambula
SS^ a Haiku can be easy, fun, and therapeutic. This little book by southern poet 
Neca Stoller will guide the writer through the process F
June 7,14,21,28; Saturday 10:00 a.m.
Fee $50 Text included in price of class.

Conversational French
Instructor: Adann-Kenn Alexxandar
Learn basic conversational French in an easy going atmosphere.
Date/Times: Tuesdays 6:30-8:00 p.m. Begins June 17

Artistic Photog,rapixy Seminar Tlx 
bActYxods for W\odc\s and VortYaxCs 
\nstructov. Kdann-Kevmn AAofxJMvAax
Seminar wW foevs cxcYusiveXy on XaXYng pictures of pcopiC 
and/or model*.
TimesfDate*: 2-dpm 

Saturdays, June, 14, 21, 23 July, S and 12, 
Cost: $55 (Camera and film required)

Artistic Photography Seminar III:
Experimental Photography
Instructor: Adann-Kennn Alexxandar
This workshop will focus on using the camera, him, and other 
equipment that can be found around the house.
Times/Dates: 2-4pm
Saturdays, July, 19^26, Aug. 2, 9, and. 16.
Cost: $55 (Camera and film required)

On Going Classes ; ^|||f
slBalolBiiiiilllM “ . -
C%a«: >Ari«t4Mw®itA&'Kiiw^ f^;^^^'> '■'■'
&&$$^&^iia&^ fflfO^8WBI
J^jioqiijI^dtiiliWIlOl^tKt^^  ̂ ■

Chafc WckBjornseth *£-^^'':v&^*®^
Drawtwittt, qrsmlpHivemodels, $a^ja^>^l:3&^
*jj$ifa««!il£$i«paM-0'*^

^BwHBiHHIiilKiM^^
|Mjjjii$||^Hifc5s|^^ «OW■
jjwtaWjfeiMfilwlMiH^^
WiHid^iifriiiSgfefi^^
Wie clothing. |WR<«??.’; fe.'r^'& ^^^^^^^^ 1 ^^’''^ ■
BftoesOi^OiBOlOiilB^

;illSi#^is^^H

-?>v^<u^<£^^
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Disability Turns into Ability
Normal Life

I
ndividuals being served at Normal Life Valdosta 
Day Program participate in art classes at the 
Artist RoundTable located at 5111 Bemiss Road 
in Valdosta. The individuals participating really enjoy 

the opportunity to express themselves through art.
On May 15tb and 16tb, the Normal Life Day Pro­

gram, in coordination with the Artist RoundTable 
displayed the paintings at Normal Life Valdosta at 
1794 E. Park Ave.
Mrs. Sherry Yarbourgh is the owner/operator of the 

Artist RoundTable.



They Have a Point
Withlacoochee Quilters Guil

Raffle Quilt
by Members of the Guild

Reception for the Withlacoochee Quilts .
Judith Moore Exhibit will be June 23, 5:00 p m-roipmat 
The Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts ’ ° P *

\^iregrass Interiors

Quilt by Kathy Dunigan

interior design ■ fabric “custom furniture .antiques- »home accessories ^ne gifts 
1I^ North Patterson Street - Valdosta, GA 51^01 - 22^-247-0041 
Next to Jodi's Accessories and Across from Soujoumer's Coffee House/Downtown

SALE! During the month of June, we are offering 50% off all 
FURNITURE, ARTWORK, TABLE LAMPS, RUGS, and 

FABRIC REMNANTS!

“E Pluribus Unum”by Edna Gillis
This quilt is in remembrance of 9-11. The terrorists thought that their 
actions would tear us apart, but it only served to bring us closer together. 
As the many pieces of a crazy quilt come together to make a whois, so 
do our citizens, regardless of their race, gender, or age come together to 
make our nation.

June 2003 / The Valdosta Voice

Tickets for the Raffle Quilt shown above can be
purchased at the Quilted Peach at 125 N. Patterson 
for $1.00 or six for $5.00. Drawing will be June 16.

Introducing Italian 
chandeliers, table 

lamps and wall sconces 
brought to you 
exclusively oy 

Wiregrass Interiors 
from Rosie NYC.

Interior designers Rena Nelson, ASID and Vicki Cole are available 
to assist you in the design of your new home or the remodel of 
your existing home. Services include; Color Selection, Custom 

Furniture & Fabrication, Cabinet & Tile Design, Space Planning, 
Faux Finishing for walls, cabinets & furniture, etc...

Wiregrass Interiors is where great design is created for you!

Rena S. Nelson, ASID/Registered Interior Designer 
NCIDQ#O13iyf/ GA License #IDOOO46O



^M^si^

Movie Night
3rd Thursday of Every 
Month @ 7:30
Enjoy popcorn and other 
refreshments, and after the 
movie stay for a lively dis­
cussion with other movie 
buffs in a relaxed atmo­
sphere.

A Friend Of The Arts. 
1601 Baytree Road By Valdosta Mall 

Open Mon-Fri 10 - 6pm ♦ Sat 10 - 5pm 
229-2444143

Ann ette H a well Turner 

Ggdigi For The flits 
Celebrating The Art In Life

Now Open At 527 North Patterson

Valdost
Please Visit The Center Before May 1 st Jit View The Varied Array 
Of Area Artist And Their Work. Enjoy your New Arts Center!

Events ANNETTE HOWELL TURNER CENTER FOR THE ARTS

Programs Guide

Open-mic Night
1 st Saturday of Every Month 
@ 7:00 pm,
Callingall Musicians, Poets, 
Share your talents in an 
environment of free expres­
sion.

LOWNDES / V ALDOSTA ARTS COMM ISSION

^t/'^ newt went ad eleaant ad It ih^ 

6e Mtt/ t^adiUe'fval da nsee nMidic ^
^en^tmen^al^&ttrneu "

For More Information Call

247-2787
(247-ARTS)

SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY 
BALLROOM ORCHESTRA

John Patterson 
Music Director 

229-247-1895
Robert Plummer 
Business Manager 
229-247-8646

^ LIVES

Hyta Mederer 
Sculpture Garden 
Metal Sculture by Wilby Coleman

T
he main entrance of the new Annette 
Howell Turner Center for the Arts acts 
as part of the permanent exhibit.

The area is an excellent demonstration of 
how public art can compliment a public space. 
The fountains are lovely. Water cascades down 
stacked fieldstome, providing soothing melo­
dies for relaxing.

The courtyard also acts as a buffer between 
the building and parking lot. It is compli­
mented by two pieces of metal sculture by 
local artist Wilby Coleman.

Summer 2OOJ
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Blueberries, Foxes, Dragonflies, and Dirt
DIG THAT DIRT

Did you ever wonder why dirt 
smells so good, especially the 
freshly turned kind in your flower­
beds and gardens? Well, here’s the 
answer. It’s all about tiny, bacterial 
micro-organisms doing all-out war 
in the RHIZOSPHERE. And the 
rhizosphere-a word that sounds like 
it was stolen from a Star Trek 
movie-is nothing more than the soil 
zone where roots grow. Down in 
that invisible, root- growing world, 
minute organisms feed on disease 
pathogens, either beating them into 
nutrients or sometimes preying upon 
and parasitizing them. One of the 
main kinds of helpful and aggres­
sive organisms, although patho­
genic to humans and animals, are 
called actinomycetes (ak-tuh-no- 
me-seats); little bacteria that pro­
vide natural antibiotics as they kill 
the bad guys-which in turn-GIVES 
SOIL ITS WONDERFUL AROMA. 
Rather amazing.

ABOUT BLUEBERRIES
Blueberry bushes are fine speci­

mens in the plant kingdom, guaran­
teed to look good in any landscape. 
They are native to North 
America and they come 
by their beauty naturally, 
being kinfolk to moun­
tain laurels, rhododen­
drons, and azaleas. They 
can be used as hedges, 
accents in shrubs or flow­
erbeds, or plant them in 
rows in the back of your 
lot. I’ve even seen them 
planted near doorsteps as 
eye-catching sentinels. Of 
course, birds love them
too. In spring, the
branches are decked with small, 
bell-shaped flowers. Come summer, 
berries appear fat and frosty-blue, 
blending with their blue-tinged 
leaves. But come autumn, the blue 
turns fiery red. Plus, blueberries 
have no thorns, making them easy 
to prune and harvest. Blueberries 
can be washed, dried on a towel, 
and frozen in Ziploc bags waiting to 
be summoned for cereals, muffins, 
pies, waffles, pancakes, or home­
made ice cream. If homegrown, 
they’re a lot cheaper than buying 
them in a grocery store.

Back in February I horse-traded 
my labor for ten mature blueberry 
plants. The man needed twenty 
bunches of elephant grass planted 
and I wanted blueberries, which 
he had in abundance. We struck a 
deal. It was a very cold day, and I 
wasn’t sure if the blueberries would 
survive, but I dug them up and 
transplanted them anyway, and by 
George they all survived and I have 
oodles of blueberries.

In order for blueberries to thrive, 
make sure the soil is well aerated, 
moist, very high in humus, and 
acidic. Lucky for south Georgians, 
the soil is quite natural for blueber­
ries as well as the fig. But figs, like 
tomatoes and okra, can have a prob­
lem with nematodes; micro-worms 
that attack the root systems, causing 
the fruit to shrivel. One way to acid­
ify the soil around blueberries is to 
mulch with a thick layer of saw­
dust each year, about an inch deep. 
Watering or the rain will wash the 
acid from the sawdust into the soil. 
Just make sure the sawdust is not 
from treated lumber though. And 
before you mulch, throw a few 
handfuls of compost around each 
plant as well as a couple of table­
spoons of sulfur powder, which you 
can order through drugstores. Sulfur 
is a powerful acidifier. (Sulfur is 
also great for roses and tomatoes- 
especially when worked into the 
soil.) Also, it is recommended that 
you buy two different types of blue­
berries for healthier cross-pollina­
tion.

DOING AS DOES CAN
This year I’m fighting a garden­

er’s nightmare. I’m creating a new 
garden spot, which just happens to 
be infested with a healthy stand of 
Bermuda grass. But, I’m plodding 
away and refusing to be defeated. 
So far, I’ve tilled and raked, tilled 
and raked, and tilled and raked until 
I’ve made room for three twenty-six 
foot rows; one of potatoes, one of 
yellow and zucchini squash, and one 
of tomatoes and jalapeno peppers. 
By weeks end, I hope to have two 
more rows finished-one for green 
beans and the other for pickling 
cucumbers. I planted my eggplants 
in my flowerbeds as well as my 
onions, collards, garlic, and straw­
berries. And if all goes well, I hope 
to have an asparagus bed soon too.

Of course, it would help if I had 
more youthful energy to accomplish 
these goals, anything below forty 
would do at this point But I am get­
ting a lot of good exercise, even if 
the mosquitoes are dining on me 
daily. My plan is to create a combi­

By Ted Pyles

nation vegetable and flower/shrub 
nature garden, with a swing and/or 
a twig bench, and a picket fence 
to boot. If I can break enough of 
the soil up, I plan to mulch it with 
newspaper and rye hay and wheat 
straw. By the end of the season or 
early spring of next year most of 
the Bermuda should be dead and 
I’ll till all of the mulch into the 
soil and plant up a storm. Two sides 
of the nature garden are already 
lined with the blueberry plants, and 
I must admit they’re looking good.

BIG CONTAINER 
GARDENING

Recently, I saw a unique garden­
ing style. Outside a home, amongst 
all kinds of flowers and shrubs, veg­
gies were growing abundantly. The 
smallest containers were the five- 
gallon size and several plants were 
in the larger seven-gallon. From 
the looks of the plants, a good 
composted-soil of some sort was 
used because every plant, whether 
tomato, eggplant, squash, pickles, 
or peppers, and a myriad of others, 
were as hearty as vegetables can 
get.

“He took one bite 
and chomped 

several times as 
he looked about 

warily ... ”

ABOUT THESE LITTLE 
FOXES

I have a couple of red furry beg­
gars that come near my back door 
every night. I believe they are male 
and female and I suspect a den is 
nearby. I’ll know if a litter of pups 
show up with mom and pop before 
long. I have fed them leftovers of 
every sort and so far they haven’t 
tried to look the gift horse in his 
mouth. For several nights I fed them 
bread, until it dawned on me that I 
was running out of bread for toast 
and sandwiches. So I thought I’d 
see how revolutionary they were in 
regards to technology, and fed them 
a bag of micro-waved popcorn. I 
salted the com and poured it on 
the lawn near my kitchen porch, 
doused my lights, and waited. Sure 
enough, here one came, the first 
night only one showed up. (I think 
the other one is with pups in their 
den). He took one bite and chomped 
several times as he looked about 
warily. I laughed silently and said,

“I bet you can’t eat just one.” And 
he couldn’t. From my dining room 
window, in the dark, I watched as 
this fox ate the entire bag, one kernel 
at a time. It took over an hour for 
him to finish his meal. Since, I’ve 
fed him popcorn several times, but 
I caved in and bought a bag of 
dog food biscuits; he takes several 
into his mouth and runs back in 
the woods. I think he’s taking them 
to his mate in a den. He returns 
and eats one or two before taking 
two or three more back into the 
woods. After several nights, he’s 
gotten used to me, and now I have 
several shots of him on film.
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ABOUT MOSQUITOES
Where I live in the country, the 

mosquitoes have been terrible, the 
worst I’ve seen since moving here 
in 91. But what can I expect since 
I practically live in a swamp. But, 
a neat thing has happened of late. 
DRAGONFLIES came. They love 
mosquitoes and eat them by the 
dozens in every meat. And oddly 
errou^a, ah thax. Vs needed to attract 
dragonflies is place sticks in the 
ground all around the house, garden, 
and yard. Thin bamboo sticks three 
or four feet tall will suffice. Dragon­
flies love to perch on top and survey 
their quarry. I now have dozens of 
dragonflies; they just appeared one 
day. To me they are a Godsend, 
like what happened to the Mormons 
when the seagulls came and ate the 
locusts. I even remember praying 
a frustrated prayer one day when 
trying to work in my yard. I said, 
“God do something and get rid of 
these damn mosquitoes.” And who 
would have guessed. He sent me a 
flock of dragonflies. I just love ‘em.

Until next time, let’s tune into 
nature, and all of God’s little mira­
cles, and love our neighbors as our­
selves. Happy gardening.
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j Dialogue with Majuba: Kent Buescher

CM

Summer time is just around 
the corner,” The Vince 
editors said, “Majuba, do a 
story about having fun in

® the Valdosta area.»

° “Okay.” So readers, this month our 
special guest is the founder of Wild 
Adventures Theme Park, Mr. Kent 
Buescher. When I arrived at gate 
“C”, I saw a peacock resting on the 
rooftop of the marketing and adver­
tising modular unit. When I reached 
for the front door knob, the pea­
cock held up its head and shouted 
out an honorable alarm. I knocked 
and entered the outer office. In the 
reception area on the west wall, I 
saw a large photograph shot from 
a satellite. On the north wall I saw 
an open door to an inner office. 
A,wooden plaque, another photo­
graph, and the secretary’s desk were 
located near the north wall. Directly 
behind the secretary’s area on the 
east wall was a closed door.
NVK^V^Xi Good morning, ma’ am.

My name is Greta Cook. YAay A^Xp 
you?
MAJUBA: Yes, rm the writer of 
''Dialogue With Majuba".
ANN: (Quickly, she came from the 
inner office) Yes! Hi! We’ve been 
expecting you.
MAJUBA: Thank you. (Shaking 
Ann’s hand)
ANN: My name is Ann Lowe. It’s 
nice to meet you. We’ll let Kent 
know you’re here. (Turning toward 
the secretary’s desk) Greta, will you 
let Kent know that his ten a.m. inter­
view is here.
GRETA: Kent, your ten o’clock 
guest is here.
KENT: I’m on my way.
GRETA: Thank you. (Smiling as 
she hung up the telephone receiver) 
Kent will be with you. Hopefully, 
he will be here sooner than later. 
MAJUBA: I understand. Kent is 
probably treating one of his critters. 
Are these two photographs on the 
walls of the same place?
GRETA: Yes. They are shots of the 
Park. The picture over there on the 
west wall was taken four years ago. 
This small one here by my desk 
was taken six years ago. There have 
been many more changes. Plus, as 
we are speaking there are changes 
in the making. It’s almost time for 
us to update this airplane photo. But 
it may be a while before we can 
do the satellite photo again. (In a 
low voice) It cost ten thousand dol­
lars. We don’t update that one very 
often.
Kent: Coming into the reception 

-^rea and extending his hand) Hello!
It’s nice meeting you. Yes sir? You 
want something to drink?

MAJUBA: No thank you. (We 
shake hands)
KENT: Did you see all those staff 
members in the other office? They 
are waiting to tell me something. 
(Opening the office door behind the 
secretary’s desk) Majuba, come on 
in my office. Well, this is our little 
conference room. What are you here 
to report about.
MAJUBA: I’m not a reporter. I’m a 
storyteller, and your story is worthy

school. Somewhere along the line 
I started a little scuba diving busi­
ness. I realized that I like being 
in business and I enjoyed serving 
people.
MAJUBA: You started your first 
business at what age?
KENT: I have been in some kind of 
business since I was old enough to 
work, eighteen years old. In 1981, 
I started a printing business. Now, 
I’ve started the Wild Adventures 
Theme Park.
MAJUBA: What is your wife’s 
name? When did you two get mar­
ried?
KENT: (Smiling) My wife’s name

wolf.
MAJUBA: Yes, I want to try it 
again-without the heavy costume. 
Maybe in the Western Town. I was 
overwhelmed by the many critters 
I have met there. Kent, most of 
them I had never seen in person or 
on the National Geographic tele­
vision programs. My mind was 
blown away. Wow!
KENT: (Smiling) Right.
MAJUBA: I remember seeing you 
with a shovel cleaning up the 
cages. You were moving in and 
out of the cages like you were the 
animal living in there.
KENT: (Laughing) Right, I still

“When my staff and I do our best to please our 
guests I sleep better at night.

My employees know that I am only one person 
and I cannot be everywhere.^

- Kent Buescher

to be read. So will you begin by 
telling our readers your birth name. 
KENT: Okay. My name is Kent 
Allen Buescher. (Placing his walky- 
talky on the table and sitting with 
his back toward the west wall) 
MAJUBA: May I call you Kent 
like the staff members do?
KENT: Yes.
MAJUBA: Kent, where were you 
born?
KENT: Fayetteville, Arkansas. My 
family moved to Valdosta when I 
was two years old. So I have lived 
here all my life. My father was 
transferred in 1955 or 1956 as a 
plant manager for Levi Strauss and 
Company.
MAJUBA: What schools did you 
attend?
KENT: I went to Sallas-Mahone 
Elementary School and S. L. Mason. 
When they changed the schools 
around, I went back to Sallas- 
Mahone. I went to Valdosta Junior 
High School. I went to Pineville 
High School, Valdosta High School 
and I attended Valdosta University. 
MAJUBA: What were your educa­
tional goals?
KENT: I planned on going to pre­
med. But I found out that I had 
a weak stomach for that kind of 
work. I decided that I would change 
my career plan and not go back to

is Dawn. She and I met in 1980, and 
we married in December of 1981. 
We have one daughter and she is 
ten years old. Her name is Kara 
and she attends public school.
MAJUBA: Is she a member of 
your Wild Adventures staff too? 
KENT: Dawn does administrative- 
work for the park but spends most 
of her workday at her office at US 
Press. I spend the majority of my 
time out here running this business. 
On some days it seems to be run­
ning me. You know how that goes. 
(Laughing)
MAJUBA: (Smiling) Yes, I do 
know how things go around here. 
About six years ago, I was in a 
show out here. I saw you working 
with your crews.
KENT: I thought that I recognized 
you!
MAJUBA: We all danced around 
the stage in heavy costumes and it 
was my job to pull an old piano and 
Jack across the stage.
KENT: Okay! (He cuts off the 
walky-talky)
MAJUBA:We had some hot weather. 
KENT: Now, I do understand where 
we met!
MAJUBA: At 7 or 8 a.m., I rode 
out here with one of your staff 
members. So I could walk around 
your space and enjoy the different 
environments.
KENT: Okay. When I saw you in 
the office I said to myself, “I know 
him!”
MAJUBA: Yes, we do know each 
other.
KENT: You were in Wild Adven­
ture Rocks.
MAJUBA: Yes, I was one of the 
main characters.
KENT: You were the dancing

do it. Well, except for last year; 
I broke my leg in three places 
and couldn’t move my knee for 
awhile.
MAJUBA: I noticed every time 
one of the critters saw you, it 
approached, showing sad eyes and 
gave your hand a lick.
KENT: (Laughing) You‘re right. 
After my knee healed, I started 
back working hard again. Every­
day I help the crew pick up trash 
too. Because I feel that I must set 
an example.
MAJUBA: Sound business ethics.
KENT: When our guests come 
here, to them this is my home. 
Because, I spend more time here 
than where I sleep at night. You 
know what I mean?
MAJUBA: Yes. You are enjoying 
your trip here too.
KENT: Yes. This is my home. 
Everything should be clean and 
spotless. So, all my staff members 
know that we are in the trash busi­
ness.
MAJUBA: It is the formula for 
success.
KENT: My staff members need to 
see me greeting our guests. When 
I see a family- taking a picture, 
the rest of the family is there in 
the scene. But, there is something 
wrong with that picture. I ask the 
person to let me take the picture 
for them. So it can really be a 
family photograph. When my staff 
and I do our best to please our 
guests, I sleep better at night. My 
employees know that I am only 
one person and I cannot be every­
where.
MAJUBA: I have noticed that 
most of the ride ticket staff mem­
bers are young people.



■CENT: Yes, We have many high 
■chool and college students working 
■ith us. For many of them this is their 
■rst job. I want them to know that we 
■re about serving people.
IMAJUBA: Yes, it was a joy to work 
I lere with you and your staff mem- 
I >ers. This place is many worlds rolled 
I ip into one. Way beyond fantasyland. 
I CENT: Yes, people have all sorts 
I >f things to worry about everyday. 
B ’eople have to worry about jobs and 
B amilies. People worry about crime 
B ind what is going on in the world 
B oday.B VIA JUBA: When people come here 
B hey leave all of their troubles 
B >ehind.
I CENT: Yes, our guests come here to 
I iave a good time. It is an honor to 
■ see people from different places and 
B respond the way they do.
BmAJUBA: Wild Adventures is like 
■experiencing a fictional adventure.
■ KENT: Right. When I first started 
■ this place, everybody thought I was a 
■fool.
BmAJUBA: Who is the fool, now? 
BKENT: Those people said, “You make 
I lots of money in the printing business. 
I Why blow it all away trying to build a 
I theme park in Valdosta? Nobody will 
■ come here from Jacksonville or Talla- 
Bhassee.

■MAJUBA: Well, you and your staff 
■members have proven those non- 
■ believers wrong.
| KENT: Right. Because people do 

(come from further than those two 
places. People know we offer a good, 
safe, clean, and fun place to spend the

I day with their families or friends. We 
I respect the needs of our guests.

MAJUBA: You all respect the needs 
of the critters too.
KENT: Yes, this is true and the ani­
mals know it too. I like all of the ani­
mals. But I like the black bears the 
most. When we first got the bear cubs 
and the baby lions, the keepers and I 
took turns taking them home. We had 
to bottle-feed them. The bears grew 
up to be very protective. Once we 
had a house cat to get inside of the 
bear’s cage. We knew that the male 
bear was going to attack the little 
cat. But the female bear protected the 
cat from harm. Even though the cat 
didn’t belong to her. I have seen keep­
ers sit up all night long with a sick 
animal. Sometimes, it would be two 
days before they go home. I’ll say, 
“We can get somebody else to sit with 
the animal.” (Smiling and taking off 
his glasses) I’ll get this in response, 
“No, No, it’s my responsibility. This 
animal is my baby.”
MAJUBA: I remember when you all 
put those cool water spray tents up. 
After every show, I would change into 
my street clothes and take a walk 
around the area just to spray my body. 
Old people walked through the water 
spray three and four times with a 
smile on their faces.
KENT: All those things make us what 
we are. This summer we’ll open up 
.a water park. I think that will be 
another fun thing for people to do out 
here. There is no.other park like Wild 
Adventures in this country. We’re not

. I ( <l:H{’ Hf)/ H l

just rides. We are not just animals. 
We’re not just shows. We don’t have 
hills for seniors or the disabled to 
have to walk. We’re blessed to have 
flat land, which makes our guests 
enjoy the Wild Adventures experi­
ence.
MAJUBA: Is this really a dream 
come true for you?
KENT: Yes, by all rights Wild 
Adventures shouldn’t be here. We 
shouldn’t be having this interview,

“There is no other park like Wild Adventures in 
this country. We’re not just rides. We are not just 

animals. We’re not just shows. We don’t have hills 
for seniors or the disabled to have to walk,”.

- Kent Buescher

today. The experts said Valdosta was 
too small for a place like this. But 
I think when we take care of our 
guests, and I take care of my employ­
ees the public will always respond to 
a quality product.
MAJUBA: Is Wild Adventures still 
privately owned?
KENT: Yes. My wife and I own the
majority of the company. We do have 
a few outside share holders. Majuba, 
as I moved forward it took more 
money than I had. So I told those 
stockholders that Wild Adventures 
was a risky business and a gamble. 
Because I may be but here trying 
to do something way off the chart. 
Many people say this is foolish.
MAJUBA: Yes, do you feel that this 
place is your special calling?
KENT: Yes, I’ve always felt led. I 
try to listen to my inner voice. Some­
times it’s not what I want to do. But 
it’s what I believe I should do.
MAJUBA: Do your daughter’s 
friends look upon you as a celeb­
rity?
KENT: (Laughing) Some of them. 
Sometimes they do. But I’m not. I’m 
just like anybody else. I’m only a 
working parent trying to take care of 
my family.
MAJUBA: I know Michael Jackson 
must envy you. I do not say this in a 
negative voice.
KENT: How?
MAJUBA: Your spread is larger than 
his NeverLand. You have a million 
or more people as guests here a year 
and most of them do not know you’re 
walking around in the crowd.
KENT: (Laughing) Michael has had 
his share of hard knocks. But he has 
done a lot of good for many people 
too. I wouldn’t want to be in his cir­
cumstances.
MAJUBA: Why not?
KENT: Everywhere Michael goes, 
everybody recognizes him. No, his 
kind of life is not for me. People hold 
him up to a standard. He makes a 
mistake with one of his kids. Every­
body wants to ridicule him and that’s 
a tough place to be. You know what I 
mean?
MAJUBA: Yes!
KENT: I see stars and other celeb- 

ateL miiub) nit 5i)i kV :]

rities with their families. They come 
out here every week. They come from 
all walks of life. Some of them, with 
their heads this big. (Using his hands 
and shaping a circle the size of a bas­
ketball)
MAJUBA: Wow! I thought they 
would try to blend in with the other 
people.
KENT: Those celebrities that under­
stand where they are in life do try to 
blend in. But there is not one place

in the world Michael Jackson can 
go and people won’t recognize him. 
Maybe he can find a place out in a 
desert where there aren’t that many 
people, which is a tough place to be. 
It’s fine for the people in the Valdo­
sta area to know me. There are many 
places that I can go with my family

far Family Literacy
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kv Knight Foundation National Center 

for Family Literacy

and retreat to and just be a person. 
Michael can’t do that and that.
MAJUBA: Yes. Our interview is at 
an end. Kent what do you want the 
people to receive from reading this 
interview.
KENT: I know they come out here 
to Wild Adventures with their fami­
lies. They do and I know they do too. 
Valdosta Voice readers, I do appreci­
ate you all coming out here. If it were 
not for you all, we would not be here 
today. There is no way we could stay 
in business without guests coming to 
enjoy Wild Adventure Theme Park. 
Thanks.
MAJUBA: Thank you.

I want to spotlight Mrs. Louie 
White, the mystery lady of many hats. 
I enjoyed our lunch date. We must do 
it again.

A shout out to Nathaniel and The 
Gospel Travelers on their new CD 
Titled Go On. The group continues 
with their down home sound.

Readers, have some fun in the sun; 
stay safe and healthy. Now, I am going 
to enjoy my day here at Wild Adven­
tures.
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New Poetry Editor
Reads Cover
Letter
Addressed to his
Predecessor

by Miles Garett Watson

Write for The Voice:
Articles, letters, poetry, short stories

Send to:
Snake Nation Press
\\QN\Iest Force Street
NaXAosta, Geor^a. 3\6Q\

TN THE MARGIN___
by Dr. Manuel Tovar

Entra...
Come in. Visit for a moment.
Don’t be a stranger.
Come in. You haven’t changed a bit 
and look good in that dress, 
your favorite color.
It has been a long time, 
and yesterday is dead. I swear to you. 
Only dry, wilted flowers are left 
as memories.
Come. Enter. I invite for a cup of coffee 
and talk of present moments.
I swear I won’t mention 
what we were or the broken 
almost forgotten dreams^

I swear, I will be good, 
like an old friend of many years 
and won’t mention or talk 
about the painful circumstances 
we went through.
I won’t pay attention to your eyes 
or to the apple-mouth I used to bite, 
or to the body I used to run 
my fingers over, 
or to your lips like red carnations.

Come in, come in...
I invite you for a cup of coffee 
so we can warm to memories, 
that both of us know are gone....

12/19/96

Manuel Tovar, m.d.

Born: Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, 
Mexico

College: PhD. in Medicine from the 
Universidad de Nuevo Leon (UANL)

Education: Elementary/High School 
education in the school system in his 
native city.

Professional Data: Biology teacher 
for two years at UANL. Family 
Practice in Valdosta 1974-1998 
United States citizenship acquired in 1964.

Literary Credits: Tenuidades, First book of poems published by 
the UANL in 1969 in Spanish. Second book of poems published in 
Valdosta, Georgia, written in English.

Personal: Semi-retired from medical pratice of Family Medicine 
since 1998. Valdosta resident since 1973.

Dr. Tovar works at the Farm Workers Clinic in the Lake Park/ 
Echols County area part time and has done so for the last two 
years as the primary physician for the migrant workers. Dr. Tovar 
is the only physician manning a migrant clinic in the whole state of 
Georgia, most clinics use the services of a Physicians’Assistant.



17

"' but

«Or

andCo me

c«ance

® the

' ®®« ibbOns

Wen

FOU

^ a
to an

Four
°*n Pla God' P e'

s
P^l

^Pede le,
9s,

- 1

And your

J'” in^V ^
is

*'veyoUr
^^ It'ent 

c°^ide ^ Un.'en

® boost es,. fe®the 
mfts Ta r

^Ijaost°utst.
block 

died0^*' 
ers

he bad 
»ith Poems, 

80 tru

no
ed, i

notnes

^©st

^U ehed ■
“sands ln

Swap's ~ 
^^essed ®®«t^ui

as
Of

your °*n.
' but

188 of .
c*ock T*0*®

SS, on?

®st got ts.

**93°« to up

as

to

r®nd, ^ ciaws n? the' to Of
And
Poi

pithy, AD"PP*d es ar© &OOCg-

tfte
the

®UCh 
®nvi ous

June 2003 / The Valdosta Voice

The Poetry Editor
by Roberta George

Snake Nation Press began publishing the 
Review in 1989, while Roberta George, 
Founding Editor, was still pursuing a masters 
degree in English at Florida State University. 
New literary magazines are usually short­
lived, mainly because of their less than 
lucrative nature and the hard work associated 
with the endeavor.

After accepting the position of Executive 
Director of Lowndes/Valdosta Arts Center 
(now the Annette Howell Turner Center for 
the Arts) it became increasingly difficult to 
keep the Press publishing. In 1999, Mrs. 
George decided to suspend operations.

In the spring of 2000, Jean Arambula, 
who had worked with Roberta on the 
Snake in the mid-nineties, returned to 
Valdosta to make it her permanent 
home. Mrs. George suggested she start 
up the Press again. Since the summer 
of 2000, The Snake has published 
two issues of the Review, with three 
more to be published by fall of 2003. 
Twenty-five issues of The Valdosta 
Voice have been distributed free in
the area, featuring local writers, J 
poets and artists. Local artists, 
writers and poets have volunteered . 
their talents to make the Voice j 
possible. Many are included in | 
this issue.

Mrs. George continues to 
be directly involved, reading, 
and editing manuscripts. She 1 
also plans to spend more time j 
working on her unfinished 
novel and other literary 
projects.

About the logo:

The Snake Nation Press logo was 
designed by the late Marshall 
Smith, who also illustrated several 
issues of the Review. Roberta is 
depicted with a snake around her 
neck.
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Wings * Sandwiches * Salads * Games
Every Night is Family Night 

at Beefs!
Mention this add and get 10% 

off your bill!
Take-out 241-WING 1

NEXT TO Winn Dixie!

“Every Neighborhood Should have one!”
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I Pine Tree Philosophy
s From the peart igf^J
g I Apothegms of Joan S. Bailey

I Taps being played always stirs the soul and makes one
I stand tall-proud to be free and a part of “One Nation
I Under God ”

I To drive a nail one must coordinate hand and eye. To drive 
I a point one must coordinate ideas and delivery.

A well-developed vocabulary, used effectively, is the secret 
ingredient of communication. Adopt a new word everyday!

To maintain vitality, stimulate your mind by reading some­
thing new everyday. See Judith Moore's Exhibit starting June 23 at 

The Annette Howell Turner Center for the Arts.
Your life is a book with its own unique plot that is written 
as you live. When the last chapter is completed, may your 
story inspire those who read it to strive for a higher level 
of achievement.

J
UDITH MOORE paints large-scale floral environments and still life subjects trans­
formed by light and shadow. This close-up vision is painted in a precise and even 
method of sharp focus realism. The oil paintings celebrate the familiar, the beauty of 
nature and the richness of life. The forms of the objects are broken down to become the 

strong design found in nature as the sun lights the living organic forms or the fragment of 
a scene.
Judith Moore resides in Santa Fe, New Mexico. A graduate of Southern Illinois University 
her work has won numerous awards and is in collections throughout the country.

Community Banking
BRICKS, CLICKS 

HANDSHAKES, HOMETOWN

Historic Downtown 
124 West Hill Avenue 
Valdosta, GA 31601 

229-242-1993

Baytree Branch 
1517 Baytree Road 

Valdosta, GA 31602 
229-241-2799

Main Office / Five Points 
3102 North Oak Street, Ext. 

Valdosta, GA 31604 
229-242-7758

Francis Lake Branch 
1012 Lakes Boulevard 
Lake Park, GA 31636 

229-559-7056

Member FDIC wvw.parkavebank.com
LENDER

Th& Quilted/ PeeLch/
125 N. Patterson 

Downtown Valdosta 
(229)293-9900

Visit us at our website:
www. thequiltedpeach. com

wvw.parkavebank.com


de-Classified Ads
Coming Soon Classifieds in Hie Voice! 

Call 2AA—OT52 lo place an ad.

notices
AmericanRed Cross

The following blood drives are 
scheduled in June and are 
open to the public
Thursday, June 5: 
Milan Theatre 
123 Mt. Zion St. 
Milan, GA 31060 
1:00PM-6:00PM

Omega Baptist Church 
219 Oak St.

Omega, GA 31775 
3:00PM-7:00PM

Hooters 
1854 Clubhouse Rd. 
Valdosta, GA 31602 
3:00PM-7:00PM

Friday, June 6:
Lowe’s
2000 Hwy. 82 West
Tifton, GA 31794 
12:00Noon-5:00PM

Sunday, June 8:
New Covenant Church 
2167 Whiddon Mill Rd.

Tifton, GA 31794 
1:00PM-5:00PM

Monday, June 9:
Lumber City Hall 
301 Main St.

Lumber City, GA 31549 
3:00PM-7:00PM

Fitzgerald First Baptist Church 
Merrimac Dr.
Fitzgerald, GA 31750 
2:00PM-7:00PM
Thursday, June 12:
First Presbyterian Church 
501 First St. SE 
Moultrie, GA 31768
:00PM-7:00PM

Harvey’s Supermarket 
270 E. McPherson St.
Nashville, GA 31639 
0:00AM-3:00PM

-riday, June 13:
Moody AFB Fitness Center 
5091 Garner St.
Moody AFB, GA 31699 
10:00AM-3:00PM
*This drive for military only*

Write your Memoirs or Family Stories

Start this summer!
June 19, four Thursday evenings; 6:oo-7:30pm; ;

Instructor: Roberta George. 
Publication a possibility.

Cost: $50
Call 247-2787

What will happen to those stories 
( you tell around the dinner table?

The weird practical jokes your 
. ’ father and his brothers pulled on 

each other? The wise things 
your grandmother or mother 
said? You’ve had an interest­

ing, eventful life; put it down
on paper, a treasure forever.

Monday, June 16:
Pearson First Baptist Church 
410 Railroad St.
Pearson, GA 31642 
2:00PM-7:00PM

Tuesday, June 17:
Irwinville Baptist Church
Hwy 125
Irwinville, GA 31774 
3:00PM-7:00PM

First Methodist Church 
107 West 12th St.
Tifton, GA 31794 
1:00PM-6:00PM

Aaron’s
162 Ocilla Hwy, Bldg B 
Fitzgerald, GA .31750 
2:00PM-7:00PM

Thursday, June 19:
Adel United Methodist Church 
214 S. Hutchinson St. (Hwy4i) 
Adel, GA 31620 
2:00PM-7:00PM

Fuji Photo Lab
4501 Wal Mart Way
Tifton,*  GA 31794 
10:00AM-3:00PM

Monday, June 23
Quitman First Baptist Church 
509 W. Screven St.
Quitman, GA 31643 
2:00PM-7:00PM

Tuesday, June 24:
Weir Senior Citizens Center 
200F Central Square 
Douglas, GA 31533 
2:00PM-7:00PM

YMCA of Valdosta 
2424 Gornto Rd.
Valdosta, GA 31602 
3:00PM-8:00PM

Wednesday, June 25:
Lowndes Co. DFACS 
206 S. Patterson St.
Valdosta, GA 31601 
:30AM-2:30PM

Thursday, June 26:
Nashville First Baptist Church 
301 W. Washington
Nashville, GA 31639

WHAT TO DO WITH
AN OLD FLAG

Girl Scouts of Southwest Geor­
gia is collecting worn, torn, or 
faded American flags. Bring 
the flag to the office 109 E. 
Hill Street, Monday through 
Friday between 9 and 2 pm. Or 
mail the flag to Giri Scouts of 
Southwest Georgia at PO Box 
5082, Valdosta Ga., 31603

For Rent
Three bedroom house, two bathrooms, den, central heat and 
air, large corner lot, furnished kitchen, piano, 319 West Park 
Avenue, $750 a month, $500 deposit. Call 242-1503
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Domestic Violence
Support Groups 

Survivors of domestic violence 
and stalking are now meeting 
in several area counties. 
In Valdosta, a new series 
begins in April, see below. 

■* Cook County group meets 
on Tuesdays at 1:30 pm in 
Adel.
• Berrien County group meets 
on Tuesdays at 1:30 pm in 
Nashville.
• Colquitt County group meets 
at 11:00 am in Moultrie.

All groups are free and con­
fidential. Call Theresa Collins 
at The Haven (229)241-9834 
or (800)273-4823 for informa­
tion

VSU MARRIAGE AND
FAMILY THERAPY

DEPT OFFERS CLINIC
The Moore Street Clinic, 
located at 210 West Moore 
Street, between Patterson and 
Oak Streets, offers low-cost 
therapy to individuals, couples, 
and families struggling with dif­
ferent kinds of problems includ­
ing:
• depression
• divorce and separation
• anxiety
• anger management
• parenting problems
* child behavior problems
• grief and loss
• relationship problems

^£ Western 
Auto.

204 E. Central Avenue 
Downtown Valdosta

242 5845
Complete Line of Appliances

• Whirlpool
• Amana
• Gibson
• True Value

Automobile 
• Tires 
• Repairs

Hardware, Bicycles, 
Lawnmowers and more...

*M> fe Am Around The earner.

BEMISS/GUEST ROAD INTERSECTION

• domestic violence 
• anger management

We offer our services to all 
people, regardless of age, 
gender, race, political or reli­
gious views, sexual orienta- 
fion, or ethnic background.
The Moore Street Clinic 
charges for each session 
according to family size and 
income, so fees range from 
just a few dollars to $50. How­
ever, no person or family will 
ever be denied services based 
on income. When you call for 
the first appointment, some­
one will talk with you about 
your fee, so that you will know 
that amount before your first 
meeting with your therapist.

To arrange an appointment 
with a therapist, call 229 
219-1281 Monday through 
Friday between 9am and 
11am. If you can’t call between 
those hours, leave your name 
and number on the answering 
machine, and your call will be 
returned as soon as possible 
or the next business day.

TOUCH-FREE AUTOMATIC 
WITH DRYERS 

4-SELF-SERVICE BAYS, 4 VACUUMS 
CARPET SHAMPOO/VACUUM 

FRAGRANCE/VACUUM 
CAR CARE CENTER

SUBSCRIPTIONS
SNAKE NATION REVIEW back issues are available; Visit our 

new website at www.snakenationpress.org 
Subscribers to the Review receive the Valdosta Voice free 

in their mailbox.

http://www.snakenationpress.org
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