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HISTORY OF DECATUR COUNTY 23

square tower, thirty feet high, invested with a high wall, without
bastions. about breast high, pierced withloop holes and surrounded with
a deep ditch. The upper story is open on each side with battlements,
supporting a cupola or roof: these battlements were formerly mounted
with eighty four pounders, two on each side. The works are constructed
with hewn stone, cemented with lime. The stone was cut out of quarries
on St. Anastatius Island, opposite St. Augustine. It is of pale reddish
brick color. and a testaceous composition, consisting of small fragments
of sea shells and fine sand. It is well adapted to the construction of
fortifications. It lies in horizontal masses in the quarry and constitutes
the foundation of that island. The castle at St. Augustine. and most of
the buildings of the town. are of this stone.”

Describing a trip through northern Florida, Bartram writes: “On
the ancient Spanish high road to Pensacola, now almost obliterated, we
passed four or five miles through old Spanish Fields.”

“There are to be seen plain marks or vestiges of the old Spanish
plantations and dwellings; as fence posts and wooden pillars of the
houses. ditches, and even corn ridges. Batata hills. From the Indian
accounts, the Spaniards had here a rich well cultivated and populous
settlement, and a strong fortified post, as they likewise had at the
savanna and fields of Capola; but either of them far inferior to one they
had some miles further southwest towards the Apalachuchla River, now
called the Apalachean Old Fields. where yet remain vast works and
buildings. as fortifications, temples. some brass cannon, mortars, heavy
church bells, etc.”

Bartram also speaks of coming to a cane-break where the canes
were ten or twelve feet high through which was a grand causeway, open
like a magnificent avenue, and being part of the ancient Spanish
Highway to Pensacola.

In a botanical excursion between Carolina and East Florida,
Bartram came to the mouth of the Altamaha River and writes in this
vein I ascend this beautiful river, on whose fruitful banks the generous
and true sons of liberty dwell, fifty miles above the white settlements.
How gently flow thy peaceful floods, O Altamaha.”” How sublimely rise
1o view. on thy elevated shores you magnolia groves, from whose tops
the surrounding expanse is perfumed, by clouds of incense, blended with
the exhaling balm of liquidambar, and odours continually arising from
circumambient aromatic groves of illicum, myrica, laurus, and
bigonia.””

Going down to the mouth of the river where it divides into two












































