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R IGHT YOU ARE ( E C L A M ) .  THE SUN TODAY HAS A STORY ON PAGE 

ONE, HEADLINED " T E S T  TUBE BABY HAS STOPPED US SP L IT T IN G  UP. "

AND " FATHER T E L L S OF FIG H TS AMD ROWS. "  ( I WAS ASTONISHED 

TO GET YOUR WIRE BECAUSE I READ THE SUN,  ALONG WITH ALL OTHER 

NEWSPAPERS,  ON THE WAY BACK FROM MANCHESTER T H IS  MORNING,  AND 

IT  WAS NOT IN THE EDITION l HAD.  THE STORY DID NOT MAKE EARLY 

EDITIONS. )

A SUN EXECUTIVE SAYS:  " WE GOT IT  (TH E STORY)  FROM OUR NEW 

YORK O FFICE. "  THE SUN STORY SAYS THE SOURCE I S  " AN AMERICAN 

WEEKLY, "  AND THE SUN EXECUTIVE ID E N T IF IE S  THAT WEEKLY AS THE 

NATIONAL ENQUIRER.  THE SUN EXEC SAYS " I  DON 'T KNOW WHAT THE MAIL 

HAS GOT SEWED UP,  BUT WE THINK IT  I S  A GOOD STORY. "

INDEED IT  I S .  IN THE STORY,  MR.  BROWN SAYS THAT H IS  

MARRIAGE WOULD HAVE BROKEN UP I F  LESLEY HAD NOT BECOME PREGNANT. 

NOPE,  THE SUN DOESN' T SAY IT  I S  " EXCLUSIVE. "  IT S  NOT A 

VERY LONG STORY.  HERE IT  I S ,  AS RUN IN THE SUN:

" THE FATHER OF THE T EST TUBE BABY WHICH I S  DUE TO BE BORN 

SOON HAS REVEALED THAT H IS  MARRIAGE WOULD HAVE BROKEN UP I F  H IS  

WIFE LESLEY HAD NOT BECOME PREGNANT.  BR ISTO L LORRY DRIVER JOHN 

BROWN SAYS BN AN AMERICAN WEEKLY:  " D E S P I TE OUR LOVE,  LESLEY  AND I
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HAD BEEN SHOUTING AT EACH OTHER FOR A LONG T IME AND THE WHOLE THING 

WAS BECOMING IMP O S S I B L E .  YOU SE E  SHE HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO HAVE 

CHILDREN AND SHE WAS ANGRY WITH HERSELF —  AND THAT LED TO ROWS. 

WE'D BEEN TRYING TO HAVE A BABY SIN C E  OUR MARRIAGE IN 1969.  BUT 

NOTHING HAD HAPPENED.  DOCTORS FIN ALLY FOUND THAT L E SL E Y ’ S  

FALLOPIAN TUBES WERE BLOCKED AND SA ID  THE CHANCES OF HER 

BECOMING PREGNANT WERE A MILLION TO ONE.  THAT’ S  WHEN OUR MARRIAGE 

REALLY SEEMED IN DANGER.  WE BEGAN FIGHTING OVER T R IV IA L  THINGS 

AND SHARON ( HI S  DAUGHTER FROM A PREVIOUS MARRIAGE)  AND LESLEY

ALSO BEGAN ARGUING.  AND SOME TIM ES THE TWO OF THEM WOULD TURN

ON ME. . . . "

MR BROWN REVALS IN THE INTERVIEW THAT,  IN THE STRUGGLE TO R A ISE  

CASH TO MEET DOCTORS' B I L L S ,  HE SUDDEDNLY WON 7 5 0  POUNDS ON THE 

POOLS.  HE SA Y S: " IT  SOLVED OUR MONEY PROBLEMS,  AT LEAST FOR 

THE TIME B E IN G : BUT EVEN WITHOUT A WIN I WOULD HAVE FOUND THE 

HONEY SOMEHOW.  IN FACT,  I WAS GETTING READY TO S E L L  THE HOUSE 

AND CAR, WE DESPERATELY WANTED THAT BABY,  I CAN’ T D ESC R IBE 

HOW I FELT WHEN I FOUND OUT LESLEY  WAS PREGNANT.  MY DAUGHTER,

SHARON,  WAS JU S T  OVERJOYED.  SHE KNEW IT  WOULD BRING US 

ALTOGETHER AGAIN.

" I F I T ' S  A B OY I KNOW WHAT WE NAME HIM.  PATRICK AFTER 

DR.  STEPTOE. "

MRS  BROWN SA ID  IN A BYLIN ED A RTICLE THAT SHE UNDERWENT AN 

OPERATION IN A BR ISTO L HOSPITAL.  WHEN SHE WENT BACK THREE MONTHS 

LATER A DOCTOR TOLD HER: " IF  YOU REALLY WANT CHILDREN,  YOU HAVE 

TO ADOPT,  THERE I S  NO OTHER WAY.

" N O W  I CAN’ T B E LIE V E  I T ' S  REALLY HAPPENING. "

(END SUN STORY)
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