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f Outiook

fans nter Bl Grank Fiokd for  Valdosta Stato besebal

game, My ean pick w2 es game program. They'll nead i

Ihis season becouss this band of Blazees, primaily the
poeition piayers, i now b 1 pesenaial Division I baseball power.

Hall this years leam g relumess, but eight are pilchers with senior

righthander Adam Lingenfelter the only relurning starter with big game
eqonigncs. Two starters - senior Greg Comnell and jumior David Lewis
= retum 10 the Baoup, and both were productive pesformers for last
years 37-18 club which made R to the Guif South Conference
toumament.

“Theve 2192 lot ol quastion marks,” said veleran head coach Tommy
Thommas, who galers his 37 season as Division [1's winaingest coach
wilh 1201 viclosies. The 2003 team gave him the record on the final
home wookend of the reguias seeson. “We can have 2 good year, but
whwmmmm"mﬁhmqm

With B exceplion of Connell and Lewis, this year's starting cast is

brand new. Gormel, coming off a sofid Season in which he hit 346
whl our home rrs 2 46 R, wil play thin aho sporcing most of

2003 ling the hitter role. Lowis, last year's righifieider

who hit 341 with 42 REI, wil lay bot right aed
Ioft. Hol move o loft when Georgia Collegs &

made the all-conference feam.

"Adam'’s our No. 1 pitcher.” Thomas saki. “Then thess's a gap.
Everybady eise is unproven in big games.”

Parkman {3-2, 5.56 ERA) will get the call out of the pen afier saving

SOVEN ames a year ago, and junior lefhander Grafton Kent, 2 Middle

Georpla transfer, will also work in short relief.
Thomas and his staff will use a trial by fire to find other mainline
stariers. Candidales are senior Bryan Bemmett {3-2, 3.32 ERA),

Zach Stewast {4-1, 5,00 ERA) and junior Mictme! Mastinez m.z"':&'

Theee others - junior Mason Smith and Sophomores Nickolas Kitchens
and Brandan Niller - will try to make their mark.

New fo the staif are Middie Goosgla transier Robble Wachnan,
who'll get & shot as a top starter, and lefthander Parks Robinson, wha
pitched sparingly at Georgia in 2002.
~ The scheduls as aivays s ciallenging as top teams from the
Sunshine Stale and Peach Beit conferences join the always competitive
Guif South contingent. The 21-game league siste begies at Lincoln
Memorial March 20.

Vaidosia Daily Times Sports Eviffor Greg Meiivain conlributed io his
outfook.

State transler John McDonald (913, 11
MH\MWMWﬂth

year who ]
ERA. mm:mmnmm




2004 Basehall Schedule | TIHHE RECORD BOOK
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Graﬂon Kent

_ hlsﬂlhwmumeoutshndlnnmmu
Valdosta Blazer basnball team, Tommy Thomas has
en succass gained by very few. In 36 seasons, Thomas-
T s L)
ing ge. r n

rlshed\jlnw.m In 1997, he became the
snnontl NCAA Division |l coach to win 1uuu yames and last
season he becama the all-iime winningest coach n Division [1
hlsturyuﬂmnlnmmhlsﬂﬂﬂﬁmsumm.lohn
oo i 0 s e e oot
and gight teams, including the 1995 club, have made It % the
GBSl A8  eauk, Thoinas a8 Beoh the tEcnt of

a \

numerous individual awards and honors. Following the kational
illa year, ha was named National Coach of the for HGM
n Il by the American Baseball &mllas Amelallon

Division II's Winningest Coaches

Years Wins

“ he has I:umnamul 1. Tommy Thomas, Valdosta State 36 1201
‘ 2. Frank Vieira, New Haven 41 1054
once h h HﬁIA m v im“ ||| ﬂ“ 3. Joe Roberts, Armstrong Atlantic Stale 24 977
South Atiantic region (1 '"79, 1983 and 'lm} alld |4 4. Mike Metheny, Southeastern Oklahoma 23 937
once | m South m 5. Irish O'Reilly, Lewis 25 97
N II ‘ }' 6. Dean Bowyer, Minnesota State-Mankato 29 883
m el e DI m‘mmm‘mummm 7 Jim S'one UMaSS‘lUWQ” 37 801
W‘- ‘ w:ﬂolm lﬁm: mrma letterman In baseball || & cary Coliins, SIU Edwardsville 25 794
m m 8 S .I'"I' WM\ W_ 9. Warren Turner, Missouri Southern St. 27
'“'Im- 'hn Is sl m m MH 10. Mike Lane, North Alalbama - 20

Southern In 1967. —

Mason Smith
Pitcher

6-3 Junvar
Dubiin, GA




assistant, Jornigan, who Is masried ko the former SNl Vickers, an
mumvsu has assunaed the lion's shans of recrukting duties in addition
mmmnmmm Thomas considess his top alds, wha

mbmnammhhummuumnmﬂ
wogram and predicts 4 bright ulure a the sport. =l .
ﬁmmnnmgmmﬂﬂ, Inua to ba a irsmendou

-nmmmhmmmmnmmwm

vabile patience, which makes him & valuable tsacher and mentor."

MewYork, BY Hormerdiie, BA




