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’Cats Wind

By Times Staff Writer
BAINBRIDGE — 

Valdosta’s Wildcats ended 
their regular season on the 
same note they began 
Friday with an 8-5 
high school baseball win 
over Bainbridge’s Bear­
cats.

Valdosta has now rolled 
up a 20-0 record heading

Tift County (Tifton) 
trimmed Westover 
(Albany) 7-5 Friday to 
claim the title of the north 
half of the region. The Blue 
Devils finished 8-2 in 
subregion action.

With Friday’s win, 
Valdosta wound up its 
subregion slate with a 
perfect 10-0 record.

Wildcat Coach Butch 
Brooks said the first game 
of the best-of-three playoff 
series is to be held at 
Valdosta’s Bazemore Field 
Tuesday at 4 p.m.

The second game is 
scheduled for Tifton 
Thursday at 2 p.m. If a 
third game is necessary

The region champion 
moves on to the state 
playoffs.

“Being 20-0 in baseball is 
great,” Brooks said this *—.«„ itigt
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home run of the year with 
Mark Powell on base in the 
fifth inning. He also tripled 
in the opening inning.

Sophomore catcher Mike 
■ Ruff opened the game with 

a solo homer, his eighth of 
the season.

Dale Mock hit one out for 
the Bearcats, with Mike

Lastinger led both teams 
with three hits, including 
two doubles.

Earnest Riles, now 2-2, 
took the hill loss for the 
Bearcats.

Brooks was proud to win 
but disappointed with the 
umpires.

“It had to be the worst 
umpiring job I’ve ever 
seen,” Brooks said. “There 
were nine professional 
scouts there, and every one 
of them said it was the 
worst they had ever seen.

“When he (the home 
plate umpire) got ready to 
call it a strike, he did. It 
was real bad on the hitters. 
The ball would hit the dirt, 
and they’d call it a strike.
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\All-Sports Trophy
Extended To VHS

By Times Staff Writer
For the third time in the 

four-year history of the 
award, Valdosta High School 
was presented the Region 1- 
AAA All-Sports trophy at the 
school’s spring sports 
banquet here Monday night.

Albany Herald sports 
editor Paul McCorvey, who 
originated the award, was on 
hand at the one-hour banquet, 
to present the trophy, which 
recognizes the member of the 
12-team region which has the 
top all-round sports program.

The track, tennis, golf and 
wrestling teams were also 
honored at the dinner at the 
Gold Plate Restaurant here.

Ty Edwards was named the 
most valuable member, of 
Coach Jack Rudolph’s golf 
team, which finished first in 
the region and fourth in the 
state tournament.

Other golf trophies went to 
Trip Singletary, most im­
proved; Rusty Trancygier, 
most consistent and Buck 
Blanton, most outstanding.

Medals from the state golf 
meet for the low four scores 

L ---------------- ——

went to Singletary, Tran­
cygier, Lew Richardson and 
Edwards.

Brett Warner was named 
most valuable for Coach John 
Burroughs’ boys’ tennis 
team, and Steve Connor was 
named most outstanding.

Biff Taylor was selected 
most improved, and David 
Broomberg copped the spirit 
trophy.

For Coach John Booth’s 
girls’ tennis team, which 
captured the region title, 
Linda Hall was the most 
valuable player and Lisa 
Feix was named most out­
standing.

Julie Spencer was named 
most improved, and Lourdes 
Rodriguez was selected for 
the spirit trophy.

Coach Ed Jones gave out 
four boys’ track trophies to 
Kenny Gallagher for the mile

and two-mile run, Kenny 
Washington for the broad 
jump, Nathaniel Ceasar for 
the high jump and Allen 
Worthy for the hurdles.

Vera Dotson was named 
the most oustanding member 
of Coach Jerry Baker’s girls’ 
track team. Jamie Dotson 
received the spirit award, 
and Nina Bryant was named 
most improved.

Lisa Jones, who won the 
state title in the long jump, 
was named the most 
dedicated.

The most valuable wrestler 
award went to Steve Hall. 
Melvin Hunter took home the 
hustle award for Coach Jim 
Landrum’s squad, and Greg 
Godwin was named most 
improved.

David Clifton was selected 
as the most dedicated 
wrestler.

! VHS Actor 
^ins Third 
In Contest

By Times Staff Writer
Curtis Cochran, Valdosta 

High School junior, won third 
place for best actor in the 
annual Agnes Scott College 
Foreign Language Drama 
Contest, according to an 
announcement.

Sharon Gandy, VHS 
language teacher, said she 
took seven French students to 
the contest where they 
presented “The Thieves 
Carnival,” a play in French.

Cochran was presented a 
silver plaque. The son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Curtis Cochran won 
honorable mention for best 

I actor in the contest last year.
There were 14 schools 

competing, most of them 
from north Georgia and 
Atlanta. VHS, Mrs. Gandy 
said, was the only south 
Georgia school entered in the 
contest.

This is the second year VHS 
has entered the contest, she 
said.

Other students in the play 
were: Todd Cook, Joe 
Denley, Mary Wissert, Drew 
Sandbach, Margie Mathis 
and Chrissy Mead.

Mrs. Gandy said she 
directed the play with the 
assistance of Marilyn 
McKinney, VHS Drama 
teacher.

Moody Airman
Hurt In Wreck

By Times Staff Writer
An 18-year-old Moody Air 

Force Base man is in the 
surgical intensive care unit of 
South Georgia Medical 
Center today with a neck 
injury he received in a 
motorcycle accident Wed­
nesday, reports said.

Airman Steven C. Wolfe is 
in fair condition, said a 
hospital spokesman.

According to a base 
spokesman, Wolfe lost 
control of a motorcycle he 
was riding on.^-^ 
crashed. N^ere Invoked





Cowart Takes Challenge, 
Plans To Make Most Of It

New VHS Coach Larry Cowart

Larry Cowart says it’s a challenge. He says it may be 
the biggest challenge of his coaching career.

But it’s a challenge he has accepted. And now, he’s 
going to make the most of it.

Cowart is the new basketball coach at Valdosta High 
School. He was named to that position in March, soon 
after the Wildcats and Kittens had ended losing seasons 
and soon after his Irwin County girls’ team had lost in the 
second round of the Class A state tournament.

A week ago, the 33-year-old Pavo native was honored 
with a reception here. He liked his first introduction to 
Valdostans.

“I was really impressed by the turnout,” Cowart said. 
‘‘My wife and I both commented on it.”

Cowart also met with 60 prospective members of the two 
teams he is to take over next year. He didn’t run any 
agility drills but there’s plenty of time for that. Come 
July, he will begin in earnest.

‘‘I think it’s important this first year anyway to 
schedule some type of summer practice,” Cowart said. 
“We may have some athletes who realize it’s not quite 
what they want before school even starts.

“I’d say it’s a big challenge, maybe the biggest I’ve 
ever had. I’ve never coached in triple-A before.

“But as far as I’m concerned, Valdosta is one of the 
finest schools in the state. You can go to California or 
anywhere, and people know about Valdosta. I think it’s 
one of the most prestigious high schools in the state.”

Wright Bazemore’s football teams laid the groundwork 
for that athletic tradition but Valdosta has always had a 
well-rounded athletic program. VHS has won the all-sports 
trophy in Region 1-AAA for three consecutive seasons.

“Valdosta does have a lot of tradition, and I know the 
people want to win,” Cowart said. “But a lot of coaches 
put the pressure on themselves to win. I know winning and 
losing is part of it but all I can do is go out there and give 
100 percent to my job.”

Cowart’s effort paid off at Irwin, where his girls team 
won the Class A state title two years ago. He’s been at the 
Ocilla school for three years. Before that, he coached 
girls’ basketball and baseball two years at Appling 
County. His longest assignment so far has been at 
Pelham, where Cowart coached for five seasons. He 
began his coaching career at a junior high school in 
Thomas County. , r

After Pavo consolidated with Central of Thomasville, 
Cowart was graduated from that high school and later 
received his degree from Valdosta State College.

Cowart believes in fundamentals and defense. He says if 
he has a weakness, it’s in not coaching percentage 
shooting enough. Unlike some coaches, Cowart says he 
believes in doing most of his coaching during the week. He 
says that’s where the Tuesday, Friday and Saturday night 
hardwood forays are won and lost... on the practice floor.

In the Berrien-Irwin state tournament game at Tifton in 
March, Cowart followed that philosophy to the letter. 
While his Berrien counterpart, Ken Weeks, was going 
through the usual towel-biting tension exhibited by most 
basketball coaches, Cowart sat calmly on the other side of 
the scorer’s table. He seemed to seldom raise his voice in 
timeouts.

But on this day, Weeks’ agony and the shooting of Lisa 
Rowan and Rose Smith paid off. Berrien won. Irwin lost.

“I’ve been blessed with having a lot of kids who have 
really put out for me,” Cowart said. “I’ve had kids who 
are dedicated and were willing to pay the price.”

Cowart should have no problem with that in Valdosta. 
Nothing breeds success like success. And VHS has had its 
share of winners.

But it’s been many a year since one man coached both 
teams. . ,,

“I know there is some criticism on that sometimes, 
Cowart said. “But to me, it doesn’t matter what class 
you’re in, you’re still competing with schools that have the 
same number of kids. I don’t see much difference to tell 
you the truth.

‘‘I always spend about two hours a day with the boys 
and about two hours a day wih the girls. Time has to be 
allotted to each one of them.”

Cowart knows football is big here, and he wants to help 
make it bigger.

“I’m going to help Coach (Nick) Hyder with some of the 
scouting for football,” Cowart said. “I think we can work 
on a complementary basis. If I have a good athlete who I 
think can play football, TH tell Coach Hyder about him. If 
he’s got one playing football, I know he’s interested in 
each one of them playing as many sports as he can.

“I think we have an excellent understanding.”
Cowart hasn’t set any goals for next season. He ad­

mitted any coach would be a fool not to wish for a state 
championship but he says his first priority will be a break­
even season. ,

Cowart figures to work uphill from that point.

White Thinking Homer,
Announces UGA Pact

regular season. He set 
alltime Valdosta High School 
record with 15 home runs. He 
has hit one more homer in the

By Times Staff Writer 
COLUMBUS, Ga - David 

White was definitely thinking 
inside-the-park home run.

White walloped an Eddie 
Jamieson pitch 400 feet into 
Centerfield in the fifth inning 
here Thursday to drive in two 
runs and help send Valdosta 
High School to a 7-0 senes 
clinching baseball playoff 
victory over Kendrick.

The ball took one bounce 
and hit a monstrous green 
wall in dead center field. In 
most parks it would have 
cleared the fence easily, it 
was White’s second triple ot 
the game.

“I was thinking about it 
(stretching for a home run), 
but after that first one, I was 
tired,” White said.

After the victory, which 
^^^^^/^^^w^^

sent Valdosta into the state 
championship a gainst 
Peachtree next week, White 
said he had signed a college 
scholarship to attend the 
University of Georgia three 
weeks ago.

However, his committment 
to the Bulldog baseball 
orogram will end if he signs a 
pro baseball contract this 
summer, he said.

“I want to play pro 
baseball,” White said. ‘ If I 
don’t sign, then Ui play for 
Georgia. (Georgia) Coach 
(Roy) Umstadt understands

White said the scholarship 
would cover all his expenses 
except his food bill.

Batting in the cleanup spot, 
White hit .468 during the

an

playoffs.
Valdosta finished with a 20­

0 regular season record and 
added five more games to 
that streak before bowing to 
Kendrick 6-4 Wednesday 
night.

“We wanted to go un­
defeated but it really didn t 
enter into anybody’s mind 
until we got 24-0,” White said.

The senior third baseman 
injured his knee slightly when 
he slid into third base during 
Thursday’s game.

“I just twisted it, he said. 
“I’ve got to stop sliding on my 
knees and start sliding on my

DAVID WHITE
Triples Twice

butt ^^
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Sitting Down On The Job
chet and ask what ahe’s doing at the
. Am bru.» Mr. SMO U »« 

helped by VHS students Johnny AUe“ *“® 
Sam Fletcher. They work on the mural dally 
from S-S P «n and expelt to finish It in a few 
days, she said. They've worked on it a 
week.—Times Staff Photo.

VuMmu HIO •‘^ "* *S£J2?I 
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Valdosta Zips Past LHS 
In Dual Track Meet Here

By Time* Staff Writer
For the Aral time tn at least 

tow years. Valdosta surged 
past Lewndes in a high school 
track meet here Wednesday.

Valdosta, coached by Ed 
Josses picked up 77 points in 
the dual meet between the 
two cross-country rivals at 
the LHS track Lowndes 
finished with 56 points

”1 won’t make any ex­
cuses. LHS Coach Newman 
Sanches said •’They were 
ready We weren’t. They just

beat us.”
Allen Worthy and Kenny 

Gallagher won two events 
each for the Wildcats Worthy 
won the long jump with a leap 
of 19 feet, nine inches, and the 
120-yard high hurdles with 
the lime of 17 seconds flat.

Gallagher took the mile run 
with a lime of 4.51:4 and then 
came back later in the day to 
take the grueling two mile 
run tn a time of 10.57:3.

Hugh Vankinscott was the

only double winner for 
Lowndes with victories in the 
440-yard dash and the 880- 
yard run. He finished the 440 
in a time of 52 8 and the 880 in 
2 13:5

Lowndes and Valdosta are 
scheduled to meet again 
Monday at the VHS track

Individual results follow:
Pole vault Brucker (V). H 8*6"; .
Shot put - Dey (L). Moore (L), Reaves 

(V). D O S’*";
Long jump - Worthy (V). Vankinscott 

(L). Hargett (L), 0-19*9**;
High jump - Gaines (V). Worthy (V), 

Marrin (V), H 5 8 ’.
Discus throw — Reeves (V). Day (L), 

Holmes (V), D 115’7".
Triple jump — Hargett (L). Washington 

(V). Williams (L), 041*9* /*;
«0 yard relay - Valdosta (Council, 

Smth. Evans. King), T 44 4
Mile run Gallagher (V), Hargrove (L) 

Jenkins (V), I 4.51:9.
440yard dash - Vankinscott (L), Scott 

(V). Lucas (L).T 52 8.
lOOyard dash — King (V), Evans (V) 

McElroy (L), T10.4,
120 high hurdles — Worthy (V), Williams 

(L). Washington (V), T 17 0;
880yard run — Vankinscott (L), Green 

(V). Jones (V), T 2.13.5.
720 yard dash - Fulton (V), Burgman 

(L), Brown (V), T 24.4,
330 yard intermediate hurdles —’ 

Washington (V), Williams (L), Myers (L), _

Two mile run - Gallagher (V), Hargrove 
(L), Jenkins (V). T 10 57 3.

Mile relay - Lowndes (Lucas, Williams 
Burks, Vankinscott), T 3 42 7
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VHS Researchers
Find ‘GoldMine’

By VICKIE CHANDLER
“Jeremiah Wilson’s 

Original Land Surveys, 1840­
1866/’ isn’t a barn burner, 
unless you owned a barn in 
the middle 1850s.

A project of two students 
and an English teacher at 
Valdosta High School, 
“Jeremiah Wilson’s Original 
Land Surveys” is an 
alphabetized index of land 
surveys for Lowndes, Brooks 
and Thomas counties for 1840­
1866.

Teacher Duane Pitts and 
students Theresa Knipper 
and Cindy Blow happened 
across a dusty book in 
Brooks County last week. It 
was a historian’s gold mine.

In the book was a record of 
every survey Jeremiah 
Wilson, Lowndes county 
surveyor for more than 20 
years, conducted. The record 
gave the name of the lan­
downer, the location, lot 
number, district number, 
acreage and date.

Pitts and the two students 
set about to alphabetize the 
book, since no index existed.

The book itself existed only 
by accident. It turned up in 
Waycross a few years ago 
when someone was clearing 
out a storage room. For­
tunately, the book was 
rescued and given, to Brooks 
County officials, who decided 
to preserve it at a cost of $400.

Pitts said the new index, 
copyrighted this week, 
contained 376 names and 
1,880 pieces of information

“We think the index will be 
of the most value to 
historians and to people 
tracing their genealogy,” 
Pitts said.

In addition to complete 
information found in the 
book, the index gives beside 
each entry the page number 
on which the record can be 
found in Wilson’s book.

The index is on sale for $3.
The index was a stroke of 

good fortune, Pitts said, sinde 
he and his students, who are 
working on historical 
research this summer, did 
not know the book existed

. —Tirmw staH Photo

Pitts With ‘Surveys9 Sample
until last week

The students in 
“Cracklings,” a folklore 
history course at VHS, are 
this summer researching 
historic places in the area 
and sending their findings to 
the state.

‘‘We hope to get some of 
these buildings on the 
Registry of Historic Places.” 
Pitts said. “We’ve resear­
ched four buildings this 
summer and want to do more 
this fall.”

The index contains several 
references to Troupville, 
including specific street 
names.

“In all the references I’ve 
seen to Troupville,” Pitts 
said, “I’ve never seen a 
street name before.”

Troupville was an early 
settlement which gave rise to 
Valdosta further to the south 
when the railroad came 
through south Georgia.

The index also contains 
copies of Wilson’s layout of 
Quitman and other maps.



H™™£ Fu" ^th History
students istudents are at it again 
delving into local history. 
O t'S ^l they’re trying to 
£et *?Uth GeorSia buildings in 
the National Register.

Guided by Duane Pitts 
summer school history 
students of Mildred Wisen- 
baker and Lindsay Mason 
ompleted a bicentennial 

cemetery project.
Then they started stud vine 

historic sites in Lowndes 
Brooks, Berrien, Cook and 
Lanier counties.

They’ve completed a 
VaMmJnaoy form
Xkld°sta Primitive Baptist 
Church. By August they are 
to finish forms on The 
Crescent, Brooks County 
Courthouse, the 1884 Quitman 
jail and the old Quitman 
D-5ary ?nd Printing office. 
Pitts said.

The preliminary work is for 
the state which would submit 

s,te.® for listing in the 
National Register.

The historic preservation 
section of the Natural 
Resources Department is 
doing similar research

“But I figure it’ll be two to 
three years before they even 
get down here to do the 
preliminary work.” Pitts 
said

“That’s why we’re doing it. 
should speed it up,” he said.

Pitts plans to keep a copy of 
the photos and information at 
the Lowndes County 
Historical Society and the 
school.

The most important part of 
the project is what the 
students get out of it, he said.

I enjoy taking them out 
and watching their faces light 
up like Christmas trees when 
they’re learning about 
records offices and city 
governments.

“They’ve really enjoyed it 
and found historical places 
they d driven by and didn’t 
know the first thing about.

“I think what’s impressed 
them too is the older folks, so 
to speak. They’re finding 
older adults do have 
something to offer and are 
not against teen-agers,” Pitts 
said.

Pitts said there has been 
great cooperation from 
building owners and persons 
who know the buildings’ 
histories.

He and Mrs. Wisenbaker 
plan to continue the project 
during the regular school 
year, he said.

It’s an extensive process 
even using the preliminary 
short form.

It gives about one-third the

information needed for the 
longer six-seven page fnrln.

what do they have to do to 
complete the forms?

“Oh, boy, let me tell you 
Pitts said, listing n few * ’

Every room’s dimensions

. —Times Staff Photo

art OJ I HS History Students' Research
mu.j foe made, they must 
describe in detailed terms the 
a reh i t ec tore. construction, 
including brick mortar, floor 
p 1 ans an d c nvironinent.

Hiry must also discuss the 
architectural merit,

preservation priority, the 
building’s potential and why 
it s significant for preser­
vation, Pitts said.

Research must he 
documented and detailed 
photos provided

1
-*”**»«
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VHS, LHS Players 
Are Well-Dressed!

Those ^ut $3^ worth Of equipment each this seas 
wearing about $300 n, he wearing helmets which cost I

about $40 each, the be d-ear worn by the (Atlantal ■

=^—1—.™; tM I 
^.r^xr^
^i w- “■"•• • "" m"k-

each .. .— ^ -m — *-* ^ | 

Which cost $20 to »0 8 Pa^e Vikings will wear pads pr«v>oualy 
JJ £Xd£ ”S« J.-*-'*"* “•"“ •' “" •'“”“ 

Football League.
an<i kidney pads available, padded

pants. . .
Player. .1 ““^X^^^ •««"

and pants ($9) and game pants <»u»i«» . J .trlDes" are 
The jersey cost depends upon how ma y , ™k, says former Texas Coach Darrell Royal

„„. t«r. V.M«ie .UP^

SeVYXr EU-^ »•“" "“*•“' “ L"5' ““
Wilson. |

At $300 a boy and about 100 boys par team, that * about 
$300,000 worth of equipment per team





siiaiion in Georgia high school foot 
teU 'his faU

Two other teams which sw'ept it 
m — Wavcross ana bast 

_  were chosen as the top 
in Class AAA and AA respec- 

bv sportswriters ana 
sportscasters in the first weekly UPI 
ratings for 1978.

Valdosta, which lost to Clarke 
central in the championship playoffs 
last year, graduated star quarterback 
Buck Belue but returns 14 starters for 
the annual dogfight in one of the 
state s toughest regions - 1-AAAA.

Southwest DeKalb, eliminated 
by Clarke Central in the semi-finals 
last year, brought back 10 starters 
and one of the top quarterback pros­
pects in the state in Bob Berry who 
passed for 10 touchdowns and ran for 
15 more in 1977.

Warner Robins, which finished 
at the top of the regular season rat­
ings but was eliminated by Valdosta

Shoals w£ opened this past week-

of Warner Robins, Lakeside, 
and Benedictine.

Georgia prep football ratings

AAAA
Valdosta (9) (0-0>
Southwest DeKalb 92 A®'®
Warner Robins (1) (0-0)
Cedar Shoals (1-0)
LaGrange (1) (0-0)
Lowndes County (0-0)
Clorke Central (1-0)
Northside-Warner Robins (0-0)

129 
104
95 
82
76
58 
51
42 
36 
25 
25 

Central-

Lakeside (1) (0-0)
Wheeler (tie) (0-0)
Benedictine (tie) (0-0)

Others receiving votes included.
Macon, Newnan, Westside, Thomasville, Mariet- 
to, Campbell-Smyrna, Central-Thomasville, Dou­
gherty, Statesboro, Laney, Kendrick, Marietta
and Tompkins.

AAA
Waycross (8) (0-0) 
Cedartown (1) (0-0) 
Americus (1) (1-0) 
Swainsboro (1) (0-0)

121 
98 
84
78

Waycross a^o iq^•««•” ^  ̂

perienced pe^0"™ which went 14-0 a 
gone from the tea the Bulldogs

« ♦ came Cedartown.
sf"^2^ 

County and Avondale.

Dalton (0-0) 60
perry (0-0) 41
Marist (1-0) MWoodward Academy (0-0)
Ware County (0-0) 2t
Avondale «H>> . included: Peach County.
GoW4:ceX7^

^ountv.^k^ Wes.mlnlst.r -o^

v’11® AA
East Rome (7) (1-0)
Commerce (2) O-O) eg
Cartersville (2) (0-0) 8i
Mitchell County (0-0) n
Claxton (1-0) ^
Irwin County (0-0) ^
R.E. Lee (0-1) 4;
Lincoln County (0-0) ^
North Springs (0-0)
“otbe^ee5.^ inCodea ^*^*L 
klnson County. Jett DO*'*^'?^-^^^^ 
tv Pelham, Jefferson, Lee County Don 
Turner County, Bowdon, College Pork. Se *
County. ’

I hr ValdnMa Daily Times, Th lira.. May 25. 1978—24—
507 Technical

NEED ROOFERS, PAINTERS, 
carpenters and people to install 
insulation and people to work on 
cabinets. Call 144 644 3___________

PROGRAMMER
ANALYST

The Babcock ond Wilcox Company 
has on opening in the systems 
deportment. The position consists 
of designina and programming 
computer based information 
systems.

The applicant should be proficient 
in RPGII PROGRAMMING 
LANGUAGE with two four years 
experience in manufacturing on 
?!t5?!l?P* ond ’o'”'!.onto,,©J, 
with IBM system '3 equips, Bs 
BBA or BA In business 
mathematics, engineering or 
computer science preferred but 
not required.

For professional development 
ond un imited opportunity |o, 
personal growth ask us obout 
our excellent salary ond benel i 
package by forwarding a resum,

Babcock and 
Wilcox Company 
Personnel Director

P.O. Box 1478 
Brunswick, GA 31520

An Equol Oppofh,nity emp|oy#r 

^09 Ernploymnn, Aqo_, ^
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TROY THOMAS 
Overall Captain

Wildcats Elect Team Captains
By Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High School 
veteran cornerback Troy 
Thomas has been voted the 
overall captain for the 1978 
Wildcat football team.

Thomas, who was also one 
of the top punt returners in 
Region 1-AAA last season, is 
approaching his third year as 
a starter for Coach Nick 
Hyder’s VHS squad.

In other voting, Lynn 
Roberts was named the 
defensive captain and John 
Branan was named the

JOHN LASTINGER 
Off. Captain

defensive co-captain. John 
Lastinger was selected as the 
offensive captain, and Andy 
Chapman was selected as the 
offensive co-captain.

The VHS captains are ] 
always voted on by the < 
players when the team -
concludes its annual two- 
week camp at Twin Lakes as 
the Wildcats did Friday. 
Hyder announced the results 
of the voting at Friday af­
ternoon’s picture-taking 
session at Cleveland Field.

LYNN ROBERTS 
Def. Captain

“I feel like this is the highest 
honor a football player can 
get,” Hyder said. ‘‘The 
captains are elected by their 
teammates who are with 
them every day. We’ve had a 
long line of outstanding 
captains since I’ve been here.

“It’s an honor I never
received myself as a player. I 
certainly would have liked to 
have had it.”

Hyder explained the 
position of the captains as a 
“liason with the coaching

ANDY CHAPMAN 
Off. CoCaptain

staff and the administration.
“They represent the squad 

and come to me with com­
plaints or suggestions,” 
Hyder said. “I try to make 
them feel free to speak for the 
squad.

“Most of the captains I’ve 
had have gone on to play 
college ball. Not all of them, 
but most of them.”

Hyder seemed pleased with 
this year’s choices. Besides 
Thomas, Roberts, Lastinger

HM

JOHN BRANAN 
Def. CoCaptain

and Chapman have also 
started for two years. Hyder 
said Branan was a starter for 
the first time last season.

Roberts is a defensive end, 
Lastinger has been a pass­
receiver but is switching to 
quarterback this year and 
Chapman is one of the guards 
on Valdosta’s veteran of­
fensive line.

The Wildcats open their 
season here Friday against 
Central of Thomasville.

Class AAAA At A Glance fl-

Final 1977
Class AAA Poll

1. Clarke Central 14-0
2. Valdosta 12-2
3. Southwest DeKalb 12-1
4. Warner Robins 11-1
5. Newnan 10-2
6. Benedictine 10-1
7. Lakeside 9-2
8. Westside 9-2-1
9. Wheeler 11-2

10. Campbell, Smyrna 10-2
Also receiving consideration: Butler

(8-2), Cedar Shoals (8-2), Dougherty i8- 
2). Kendrick (9-1), Laney (8-1-1), 
Lowndes i7-3). Peachtree (8-2), R.E. 
Lee (7-3), Statesboro (8-2), Thomasville 

. (7-4, Tucker (8-2), Washington (8-3).

Returning All-State Players
Ronnie Atkins, LB, Lowndes. /

Others To Watch
Bob Berry, QB, Southwest DeKalb; Jack Lindsey, LB, Southwest CteKaib; John 

Lastinger, QB, Valdosta; Troy Thomas, DB Valdosta; Keith Hitchcock LB, Lowndes, 
Tim Case, T, Tift County, Nate Taylor, LB, Tift County; Homer Jordan, QB, C^ar 
Shoals; Stanley Nash, RB, Cedar Shoals; Gary Johnson RB, LaGrange; Randy Ed­
wards, T, Wheeler; Danny Holcombe, C, Wheeler; Dan Marlowe, T, Marietta.

Mark Fleetwood, QB, Lakeside; John Schaefer, NG, Lakeside, Erw<n Mat ox, 
RB, Campbell of Smyrna; Mark Sisson, QB, Campbell of Smyrna, Brent Martin LB, 
Cherokee; William Prescott, RB, Laney, Roosevelt Hill, LB, Newnan; Edward Gibson, 
G, Baker; Stephen While, RB, McEachern; Billy Blaylock, QB, Sprayberry; Ricky 
Williams, RB, Griffin, Bubba Andrews, TE, Griffin; Zach Spencer, LB, Lilhia Springs; 
Scott Gee, T, Lilhia Springs.

Chuckie Davis, RB, Southwest Macon; Hal Atkinson, FB, Stephens County; Jon 
Sharretts, QB, Stephens County; Tim Crowe, T, Stone Mountain; Johnny Cheeks, DB, 
Johnson of Gainesville; Guv McIntyre, TE, Thomasville; Hillary Billups, RB, Clarke 
’Central; Milch Rushing, T, Peachtree; David Jackson, T Tucker; James German, 
RB, Tompkins; Pat Hogan, TE, Towers, Roosevelt Wilder, RB, Central Macon; 
Damon McCuriy, LB, Washington.

Preseason 1978
Class AAAA

1. Valdosta
2. Southwest DeKalb
3. Lowndes
4. Cedar Shoals
5. Warner Robins
6. LaGrange *
7. Wheeler
8. Marietta
9. Tompkins

10. Central Macon
Also receiving consideration: Bene­

dictine, Campbell of Smyrna, Central of 
Thomasville, Clarke Central, Dougherty, 
Griffin, Kendrick, Lakeside, Newnan. 
Northside of Warner Robins, Peachtree, 
Tift County, Thomasville, Tucker, 
Windsor-Forest.

’ Bounds Has Niche 
In 1-AAA Records

By Times Staff Writer
Stanley Bounds stands 

alone in Region . 1-AAA 
football history.

The Valdosta High Wild­
cats’ quarterback of 1971 has 
been the only offensive back 
to gain more 2,000 yards in a 
single season.

During Bounds’ senior 
season he ran for 350 yards 
and passed for 1,978 more—a 
2,326 total.

Impressive? The year 
before Bounds ran for 163

1951, Mercer, Moultrie
1952, Heidt, Albany
1953, Littleton, Moultrie
1954, Littleton, Moultrie
1955, Minor, Lanier
1956, Curtis, R.E. Lee
1957, Copeland, Lanier
1958. Thomas, Valdosta
1959, Porterfield, Moultrie 
'960, Mitchell, Columbus 
1%1, Bennett, Valdosta 
1962, Thomas, Valdosta 
1963, Dunn, Columbus 
1964, Perdue, Warner Robins 
1965, Davis, Valdosta 
1966, Richardson, Jordan 
1967, Oates, Columbus 
1968, Deming, Valdosta 
1969, Golden, Valdosta 
1970, Bounds, Valdosta 
1971, Bounds, Valdosta 
1972, Hilton, Valdosta 
1973, Hilton, Valdosta 
1974, Green, Dougherty 
1975. Belue, Valdosta 
1976, Mi Ils, Tift County 
1977, Aubin, Dougherty

yards and passed for 1,774—a 
l*937-yard total.

No one else has really come 
close to either marks, 
although Valdosta quar­
terback Buck Belue did 
manage 1,777 yards—326 
running and 1,451 passing—as 
a sophomore in 1975.

The top offensive players in 
Region 1-AAA history as 
recorded by 1-AAA 
statistician Ellwood Moyer 
follow:

Rushing Passing Totals
Yards Yards Yards
1,003 165 1,168
1,018 49 1,067

798 0 798
984 236 1.109

1,027 0 1,027
587 158 745
710 0 710
500 659 1,159

1,073 0 1,072
135 808 943
771 965 1,736
690 1.062 1,752
750 846 1,596

30 1,330 1,300
875 906 1,781
66 1,541 1,475

218 1,170 1,388
293 832 1,125
159 1,025 1.184
163 1,774 1.937
350 1,978 2,328
175 1,407 1.582
174 1,346 1.520

1,374 0 1,374
326 1351 1,777
666 883 1,549
334 1,181 1,515





Way cross To Repeat Title?
By The Associated Press pounds, and tight end

About V aIdosta’s

Final PoU Of 1977

Class A 70

Class B

Waters, 
seniors.

Dalton 
starters,

70
63

20
17
10

70
63
52

prospects, “I’d say the word 
to use is ‘hopeful’... This is a 
black-and-blue league down 
here,’’ Hyder said.

Warner Robins, Central of
lost 17 of its 22 

and the only

both returning

20 
18
5 

Campbell­

Class AA

iod^sq:^ ^ a- 
dale, Gainesville, Lakeshore and

Co.

1. East Rome 15-0
2. Early Co. 12-1
3. Commerce 11-2
4. North Springs 10-1-1
5. Jeff Davis 10-3
6 Mary Persons 10-3
7. Vidalia 9-2
8. Seminole Co. 9-1
9. Morgan Co. 8-3-1

;^-»^^

Metter and Mt. de Sales.

ATLANTA (AP) — Here Is a complete 
listing of the top 10 teams In all classi- 
t cations, their records Including playoff 
victories, points received on a scale of 10-

from 10 members of the AP board 
and other teams nominated for the final 
poll of 1977:

Class AAA

‘Cats Given Edge

t

8SStS33S

5^

52 co i «

wg z 
Q O

t!8«35£l

48889s II#

h^R3S=£s=*«

The Waycross Bulldogs 
may keep a toothy grip on the 
state 1978 AAA football 
championship, and Valdosta 
has an edge on the AAAA 
title, but it’s anybody’s guess 
who will be on top in 
Georgia’s AA and A classes.

Way cross is favored by 
several prep football ob­
servers, but the Bulldogs will 
have to work hard for the 
honor. They lost 15 seniors 
after their 14-0 season in 1977 
and face stiff competition 
from the likes of Cedartown, 
Swainsboro, Dalton, 
Gainesville and Perry.

“Our defense was hit real 
hard by graduation,” Coach 
Dale Williams said. “We’ve 
got to rebuild our defense ... 
We’ve got two or three kids 
returning — Carl Butts, a 
linebacker, David Beathea, a 
defensive tackle, and Johnny 
Plowden, a defensive back.

“These boys kind of give us 
a nucleus of defense to work 
around. They were starters 
last year; we should be able 
to play around them,” he 
said.

On the offense, Williams 
said one of his best prospects I is returning split end Charles I Junior, 6-5, 170, who was “a 

L^real fine receiver for us last 
B/ear.”
■ Williams said Barry 
■Taylor, whose only ex- 
Bperience was on the junior B varsity last year, will be the I quarterback. But he’ll have 
■ some pretty good linemen for 
■ protection. Returning this 
■ year for the Bulldogs will be I tackles Luther Bennett and 
■ Joe Douglas, center John 
| Chaney and guard JeffreyI Murray.I Another factor in the I Bulldogs’ favor is their I schedule — they don’t play a 
[ single subregion game until 

their sixth outing.
“We’ll have the first five to 

'gain experience, then have 
subregion matches for the 
last five games,” Williams 
said. t .

( If Cedartown Coach John 
Hill can find a quarterback, 
his Bulldogs might physically 
abuse their opponents all the 

[ way to the championship.
“I’ve had some pretty good 

teams,” Hill said, “but I’ve I never had one without a great I quarterback. I really don’t I know if you can have a I championship team without aI great quarterback, but we’reI going to find out this year.” I The Cedartown offensive I line is huge. Jim Vincent, a 
| tackle, is 6-3 and weighs 220

Wallace Jones is 6-5 and 
weighs 252. But both are 
dwarfed by tackle Dwayne 
Puckett, who’s 6-8 and weighs 
317 pounds. Hill said Puckett 
has been slowed by an injured 
ankle but expects him to be 
back to normal by mid­
season.

Swainsboro has seven of 11 
players returning from its 10­
2 1977 season, including 
quarterback Robert Troup 
and running backs Milton 
Gray and Barry Young, both 
who weigh in the 190s.

Sparking the Tigers’ 
defense will be 226-pound 
middle guard Moses Jones, 
and 265-pound tackle Byron

1. Clarke Central 14-0
2 Valdosta 12-2
3 SW DeKalb 12-1
4.’ Warner Robins 11-1
5. Benedictine 10-1
6. Newnan 10-2
7. westside 9-2-1
8. Lakeside 9-2
9. Wheeler 11-2

10. Dougherty 8-2
Others nominated: Butler, . ,

Smyrna, Cedar Shoals, Kendrick, Laney, 
Lowndes Co. and Statesboro.

1. Waycross 14-0
2 Dalton 12-2
3 woodward Acad. 11-2
4.’ Americus 10-2
5. Gordon 11-2
6 Ware Co. 9-2
7. Swainsboro 10-2
8. Stephens Co. 10-2
9. payette Co. 8-2

70 
63
50 
46
42
32 
29
28 
11

men only at one tackle spot 
and at split end, said Coach 
Nick Hyder.

The Wildcats lost veteran 
quarterback Buck Belue, but 
returning are 175-pound 
fullback William Gaskins and 
160-pound halfback Robert 
Smith, a two-year letterman. 
Last year’s split end John 
Lastinger will be quar­
terback.

Six starters are returning 
on defense, including college 
prospect Troy Thomas, a 
corner-halfback in his fourth 
year at Valdosta.

Macon, Cedar Shoals and 
Southwest DeKalb are also 
expected to rank high in the 
state AAAA standings. 
Lakeside of Atlanta. 
Benedictine and Northside of 
Warner Robins will also be 
strong this season.

Warner Robins Coach 
Robert Davis said, “We don’t 
have a set backfield yet ... 
and it’s mighty late in the 
season still to be looking. 
That’s what makes us feel 
uncomfortable.”

Otherwise, the offensive 
line, keyed around center 
George Durden, is in good 
shape, Davis said, and 
“defense is looking pretty 
fair” with eight lettermen 
returning from 1977’s 11-1 
team

Central of Macon only had 
a 4-5 season in 1977, but 
they’re returning 17 starters 
who will be led by running 
back Roosevelt Wilder. 
Wilder. 5-9, 195. who gained 
about 1,100 yards last year

Cedar Shoals went 8-2 in 
1977 and returns almost 
everybody this year. 
Observers expect them to win 
the Athens city championship 
from last year’s state 
champs. Clarke Central, who 
are rebuilding.

Southwest DeKalb Coach 
Dewey Alverson said his 
Panthers, No. 3 last year, 
face “definitely the toughest 
schedule I’ve ever had to 
play,” including Henderson. 
Tucker. Peachtree and 
Lakeside.

returner on defense has been 
switched from cornerback to 
safety. But the Catamounts 
have experienced offensive 
backfielders with Kenny 
Sharp at quarterback, Danny 
Westfall returning at fullback 
and last year’s fullback Bill 
Joynor moved ' to running 
back

“We’re going to be young,” 
Coach Bill Chappell said. “In 
addition to being young, 
we’re small and we’re slow. 
It sounds like we’re hurting, 
but our kids like to play.”

The Gainesville Red 
Elephants’ line averages 227 
pounds from tackle to tackle, 
15 of the 22 starters from their 
last year’s 7-3-1 season are 
returning, and Coach Bobby 
Gruhn’s team is looking for 
its best season in several 
vears.

Perry Coach Bob Morrow 
said, “This is the best 
material I’ve had in 17 years 
of coaching. If we can avoid 
the big injuries, we’ll be right 
in the thick of things.”

The Panthers have a strong 
running attack with John 
Ridley, 5-9, 156, and fullback 
Sam Kendrick, 5-9, 170, 
rushing behind linemen 
Marcus Riley, 6-4, 260; Daryl 
Parker, 6-2, 235, and Tommy 
Stokes, 5-11, 210.

“We’re just not looking 
good at offense, we don’t have 
a running back who’s played 
back there, but passing is 
looking pretty good,” he said. 
“Defense ... is about where it 
ought to be.”

In the new AAAA class, 
Valdosta lost 23 seniors, 10 of 
whom are now Playing 
college football, but the depth 
is still there.

The offensive line returns 
virtually intact, with new

1. Lincoln Co. 13-0
2 Jefferson 10-4-1
3. West Point 9-3

’ 4. Bremen 8-2-1 _5 Savannah Country Day 10­
6.' Pelham 9-3
7. Gordon Lee 9-2
8. Atkinson Co. 7-3-1
9. Rabun Co. 8-2-1

10. Morgan Co 83 Buford,Others nominated- Btookstw >
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Valdosta
Hyder’s Giving
On Iv One Clue

Bn ax * right

ritool Wildcat!

Mauler toiBM year** team. * 
Atok we re got a httle more

Mato wouad op with a t>2 
•arced Ragtoe I-AAA

many cal) the

thought

ell be able 
ireaa we re

Un* apprahaouon

,^*^ «*m H^

Carter 185. jr ). Darrel) Swindle (195, sr.) 
and Cats Burch 218. sr.) are likely starters 
at tackle with Andy Chapman (195, sr.), 
Fomby Hardin < 190. sr.), Rob Register (175, 
ar) and Billy Harvey (180. sr.) filling the
guard slots

Tony Blasetti (210, jr.) returns at center, 
and Mike Rose (175. sr.) is his backup.

Hyder said Robert Smith (160, sr.), 
Frederick Blair <155. sr.) and Tim Dame 
(155. sr ) are the top prospects at wide 
receiver ।

Defensively, they’ve been stubborn,” 
Hyder said of the unit which returns six of 11 
players who started in the state title game.

Due to veteran linebacker John Branan’s 
bout w ith mononucleosis, Lynn Roberts (185, 
sr has been moved at least temporarily to 
linebacker Anthony Battles (180, soph.) will 
also probably see some action at that 
portion along with Branan (190. sr.) when he 
recovers

Jamie Harris (185. sr.) has been our most 
pleasant surprise,” Hyder said. “He’s a 
transfer student we put at defensive end.”

Marlin Beaufort (180. sr.) and Kenny I 
Evans <175. sr.) are also expected to see 
some defensive end play.

Hyder listed Carroll Johnson (208, sr.), 
Jimbo Hancock (175, jr ). Willie Beatty (205, 
soph and Danny Hunter (185, sr.) as the I 
tackles

Demps Johnson (180, sr ) and James 
Conaway <160, sr.) have been manning the 
middle guard position.

Troy Thomas (175, sr.), who Hyder said 
was “one of the best punt returners in the 
region last year,” returns to his cornerback 
Spot along with Rodney Gordon (180, sr ).

Horton (155. soph.) and Bubba 
<150. sr ) have also been playing

Veteran safety Carl Roe (180, sr.) is back 
and so is Nathaniel Caesar (180. jr.) Dante

i 16t2°ph ‘ and Mark Toth <155, jr ) 
h b**n 'mPressive a‘ that position. 
H Gordon and Dame are to take over 
MMmTw!?* dUdeS and K**’®* is ex- 

P’-^cking respon- 
M^L^LX.*!* °pposition is concerned

?V *ny,h,n8 made a difference 
^••ZSw'0 ^^^^ in this

the only one of the five A,ba"y is 
Cleveland Field aldosta plays at
C-^Xm^^Hyder pi«*ad 

L^dw •• the frontrunners °masv,lle a"d 
*• an excel!w football^^’’’-’u' Landes 
J- ’-kmg . wJ: Hjder said

•hey re strong in e^v ’ A”^ ab"ut ^m.
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Wildcat Freshman

By Times Staff Writer
One of the top freshman 

prospects on Valdosta High 
School’s football team is in 
the hospital with nerve 
damage in the cervical area 
of his neck.

Keith Sampson, who 
figured to be battling for a 
starting spot in the Wildcat 
receiving corps, was injured 
Tuesday afternoon in a 
scrimmage session.

VHS Coach Nick Hyder 
explained that Sampson went 
out for a pass, it was in­
tercepted, and he made the 
tackle on the boy who in­
tercepted it.

He made a good, clean 
tackle,” Hyder said. “But the 
shoulder and head hit when 
he made it. We cut his jersey

off and got him to the 
hospital. He’s been there ever 
since.”

Hyder said Sampson had 
nerve damage in the cervical 
area of his neck. He said the 
player had not regained any 
feeling in his right arm.

Carl Gaines and David 
Reaves have also been 
sidelined because of sickness.

“Gaines has complained of 
constant headaches,” Hyder 
said. “We found out he’s been 
having them since last 
spring. One of the doctors 
said it could be a case of 
malnutrition.

“Reaves has been bothered 
with some type of sickness 
that makes him real weak. 
We don’t know exactly what it 
is.

“Other than that, we’ve 
just got a lot of scrapes and 
scratches and bruises. 
There’s been an awful lot of 
heavy hitting in extremely 
hot sun.”

Valdosta is to conclude its 
first week of preseason camp 
at the Twin Lakes 4-H Club 
facility Friday morning. The 
Wildcats are to return to 
Valdosta Friday afternoon 
and prepare for a practice 
under the lights at Cleveland 
Field Friday night.
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New Offense May
Bring UGA Back

The ValdO8ta Daily Times, Sun., AuB. 27. 1O7«_ .

By Times Staff Writer
ATHENS — University of 

Georgia Coach Vince Dooley 
(103-49-5) attempts to return 
his team to the championship 
flight of the Southeastern 
Conference this season after 
dropping to sixth in 1977.

If won’t be easy,
Dooley has 34 lettermen 

available for duty but misses 
11 skilled starters. Losses 
include All-America guard 
George Collins and four all­
SEC players, including 
linebacker Ben Zambiasi, 
rover Bill Drug, defensive 
tackle Ronnie Swoopes and

running oacx Kevin MCL.ee.
Jeff Lewis, an academic 

AU-America, is also missing 
from the linebacker corps.

Georgia has returned to the 
I formation after a record 
number of fumbles with the 
veer last season. Jeff Pyburn, 
who missed three games with 
a knee injury last year, is the 
quarterback and his chief 
aide may be a freshman, 
former Valdosta High School 
standout Buck Belue.

Willie McClendon, who 
gained 705 yards at a 6.1 per 
carry clip in ’77, has running 
help from several 
sophomores, especially

7, 1978—13-C
dailies nuuiu Hodge
and Ulysses Norris are fine 
receivers while Ray 
Donaldson, Matt Guest and 
Matt Braswell are line 
veterans.

The defense begins anew.
Only the ends, Robert 

Goodwin and Gordon Terry, 
tackle Louis Freedman and 
defensive back Robert Hope 
return. Punter Mike Garrett 
is also back.

Paul Petrisko is the most 
likely candidate for the fourth 
down lineman, and Ricky 
McBride leads a new 
linebacker corps. Former 
Valdosta High star Keith

^^msi^

KEITH MIDDLETON 
UGA Linebacker

BUCK BELUE 
Freshman Prospect

Middleton may also see some 
linebacker play.

Scott Woerner, who 
returned punts at a 9.3 yard 
average and kickoffs at a 24.8 
yard average, is to play 
safety. Jeff Hipp and Bob 
Kelly are the other promising 
defensive backs.

Dooley has already 
forecast that the Bulldogs 
will have problems being 
better than mediocre this 
season.

Georgia is scheduled to 
kick off its season here Sept. 
16 in a regionally televised 
battle against Baylor.

Tech Coach May
Have Best Team

By Times Staff Writer
ATLANTA — The “bone” is 

gone at Georgia Tech and the 
“I’s” have it as far as Coach 
Pepper Rodgers is con­
cerned.

Tech is abandoning its 
familiar Wishbone attack this 
year and installing the in­

Wildcats Have

week has ------
Valdosta from a Gainesville,

A Valdosta High School his biceps and som p ^^ 
I football player injured last Hs sh0“ ck Hyder said 

been returnea to poach Mck y „ a 
- “There is hope now. Hope s a

Fla., hospital.
Keith Sampson, a freshman - 

split end candidate, received 
erve damage to the cervical 
rea of his neck Aug. 15 while 
aking a tackle. Sampson at 

irst had no feeling in his 
ight arm but then began to 
ave a tingling sensation in 
is fingers late last week.

„ The player was carried to 
(Shand’s Teaching Hospital in 
Gainesville where he stayed 
until Tuesday. He was 

I present for Valdosta s annual 
preseason camp scrimmage 
before the Touchdown Club 
Tuesday night. 

good word.” r

Been Dominant
By Times Staff Writer

Valdosta, Valdosta, 
Valdosta...Repeat that 11 
times and you will get the 
idea that the Wildcats have 
dominated Region 1-AAA 
high school football like no 
other team. ,

Lanier High of Macon, 
which is no longer in the 
region, is next in winners 
with six titles won during the 
region’s first 10 years.

Albany and Columbus, the 
latter no longer a current 
region member, follow with 
three championships apiece.

Moultrie, Thomasville and 
LaGrange, another non­
member now, have each won 
the title two times.

The Region 1-AAA 
champions, according to 
region statistician Ellwood 
Moyer follow:

formation to better utilize 
personnel on what many 
observers feel is Rodgers’ 
best team since coming to the 
school four years ago.

Eddie Lee Ivery, a 6-foot, 
210-pound senior from 
Thomson, is slated to be the 
deep man in the backfield. 
Ivery was Tech’s leading 
ground-gainer last season 
and the I is expected to up his 
yardage gained.

Three contenders are 
battling for the starting 
quarterback position but last 
year’s starter, Bucky 
Shamburger, a senior this 
year, isn’t among them. He’s 
been switched to slotback.

“I must have caught 
jillions of balls all summer,” 
said Shamburger, who is 
happy with his move to 
slotback. Those trying to step 
into his shoes are Ted 
Peeplees, 6-foot, 194; Gary 
Hardie, 5-foot-10, 175; and 
Steve Henderson, 6-foot-l, 191 _ 
pounds.

The offensive line returns 
center Tom Daniel, 6-foot-4%, 
226-pound junior; senior 
tackles Mike Taylor (6-foot-7, 
266 pounds) and Kent Hill (6- 
foot-6, 258 pounds); and 
junior guards Terrell 
Osborne (6-foot-6, 262 
pounds) and Scott Simmons 
(6-foot-4, 244 pounds.).

Two south Georgia 
products figure big into the 
Tech defensive strategy. 
They are 6-foot-5 senior 
tackle Mike Blanton and 
Lawrence Lowe, a 6-foot-4 
inch, 197-pound sophomore 
safety.

Blanton played for 
Lowndes High School while 
Lowe performed for cross­
town rival Valdosta High 
School.

Other potential defensive 
standouts are senior nose 
guard Roy Simmons (6-foot-3, 
273) and Mackel Harris, a 
linebacker.

Tech opens the season Sept. 
9 at Duke.

REGION 1-AAA 
Champions

Year 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978

Winner 
Lanier 
Lanier 
Lanier 
Lanier 
jordan 
Albany 
Lanier 
Albany 

LaGrange
Lanier 

Columbus 
LaGrange

Albany 
Valdosta 
Valdosta 
Valdosta 
Moultrie 

Columbus 
Valdosta 
Valdosta 

Columbus 
Valdosta 
Valdosta 
Valdosta 
Valdosta 
Moultrie 

Thomasville 
Thomasville 

Valdosta 
Dougherty

Valdosta
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LHS Is Fifth

west DeKalb

schools nominated this week.
Class AAAA

ler (0-0), Laney (0-0).
Class AAA

untested teams
COstS Incited J\umht»r 1

S™'^™™^ ?“»'“»•■». and untested .......... ..  ~^

Warner Robins and South-
dominate

Class AAAA in this week’s 
Associated Press high sc Sool 
football poll after voting by a 
board of state sportswriters 
and broadcasters.
Jn fact, only two of the top 

16 teams in Class AAAA have 
played — No. 4-ranked Cedar 
Shoals and No. 6-ranked 
Clarke Central. Central- 
Macon and Northside-Warner 
Robins tied for ninth with 23 
voting points each from 12 
members of the AP board.

Class AAA is led by un­
tested Waycross, followed by 
Americus, which beat AA’s 
fifth-ranked R.E. Lee of 
Thomaston 14-3 Friday night. 
Other ranked AAA teams 
include Cedartown, Swain­
sboro, Marist, Perry, Dalton 
and Gainesville. Avondale 
and Ware are tied for ninth, 
followed by Woodward 
Academy.
Here is a complete list of the top 10 

teams in all classifications, their records 
and the voting points they received from 
12 members of the AP board. Following 
the top 10 in each class is a list of other

Southwest-Macon 3-0 in the 
night A game Saturd*y

, Parots brought the 
20?ardtrn CJ?rke Central’s 
were bed® *7 Umes’ but 

•rudio^ d each time The 
atorswmanaged to cross 

Southwest-Macon’s frontier 
only once. They drove to the 
Patriot s 14 before stalling — 
J?1®” kichard Green kicked a 
field goal.

We only had one (scoring 
opportunity),” said Gladiator 
Coach Billy Henderson. “But 
we made it count.”

Cedar Shoals, expected to 
whip crosstown-rival Clarke 
Central this season, thrashed 
Spencer of Columbus 38-20.

East Rome leads Class AA 
following its 26-0 victory over 
Bremen, which is ranked No. 
4 in Class A despite the loss. 
Untried Cartersville is No. 2 
in AA, followed by Com- • 
merce, Claxton, and R.E. 
Lee. Jefferson, which beat 
^.^car^^.'00’'Applin9 (0-

Class AA
1. East Rome (1-0.
2. Cartersville (0-0)
3. Commerce (1-0)

------- ’ and untested
Jeff Davis are tied for No. 10

Buford a preseason 
favorite heads Class A after 
□eating big Crestwood 6-0 in a 
game in which poor field 
position plagued both teams.

only other Class A teams 
that played Friday were 
Bremen and Clinch County 
which dropped Wheeler 
County 25-6.

The big upset among the 
ranked teams was No. 5­
ranked Marist’s 21-7 win over 
Gainesville, No. 8, in Class 
AAA action.

Marist received little 
mention in preseason augurs, 
but held talked-about 
Gainesville scoreless until

within a minute of the game’s 
end when Etherean Williams 
ran in from the 15-yard line.

Marist’s points came on a 
two-yard run by fullback 
Eddie Fortier, a one-yard 
plunge by quarterback Mike 
u >7P’ and a 55-yard sprint by 
halfback Mike Bauknecht.

Southwest Georgia’s big 
game was the Americus 
Panthers’ 14-3 victory over 
RE. Lee. Americus Coach’ 
Alton Shell said his team, now 
ranked No. 2 in AAA, got 
“stronger and stronger” as 
the game progressed. 
Tommy Perdue, Lee’s coach, 
said his players became tired 
late in the game, causing a 
costly fumble.

1. Valdosta (0-0)
2. Warner Robins (0-0)
3. Southwest DeKalb (0-0)
4. Cedar Shoals (1-0)
5. Lowndes (0-0).
6. Clarke Central (10)
7. LaGrange (0-0)
8. Benedictine (0-0)
9. Central Macon (0-0) 

Norths ide, W.R. (04
10. Lakeside (0-0)

Others nominated: Thomasville

113
88
79 
61
42
37
34
33
23
23
22 

(0-0),

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

Claxton (1-0) 
R E. Lee (0-1) 
Irwin Co. (0-0) 
Mitchell Co. (0-0) 
Lincoln Co. (0-0) 
North Springs (0-0) 
Jeff Davis (0-0) 
Jefferson (1-0)

Marietta (1-0), Griffin (M), Newnan (0­
0), Wheeler (0-0), Wests ide-August a (0-0), 
Campbell-Smyrna (1-0), Central-T'vllie (0­
0), Dougherty (0-0), Kendrick (0-0), Sa­
vannah (0-0), Southwest-Macon (0-1), But-

Others nominated: Wilkinson Co. (0-0), 
Duluth (0-0), Greene Co. (1-0), Turner Co. 
(0-0), Vidalia (0-0), Mary Persons (0-0), 
Morgan Co. (1-0), Jackson (1-0), Seminole 
Co. (0-0), S.E. Bulloch (1-0), Pelham (1­
0), Lee Co. (1-0), Darlington (1-0), Bow­
don (0-0), Lakeshore (0-0) and Harlem (0-
0).

1. Waycross (0-0)
2. Americus (1-0)
3. Cedartown (0-0)
4. Swainsboro (0-0)
5. Mar is t (1-0)
6. Perry (0-0)
7. Dalton (0-0)
8. Gainesville (0-1)
9. Avondale (0-0) 

Ware Co. (1-0)
10. Woodward Acad. (0-0)

106
93 
80
61
57
54
26
25
24 ‘
24
20

Class A
1. Buford (1-0)
2. Sav. Country Day (0-0)
3. Hogansville (0-0)
4. Bremen (0-1)
5.
6.

8.

Warren CO. (0-0)
Clinch Co. (1-0)
Metter (0-0)
Charlton Co. (0-0)
Johnson Co. (0-0)

9. West Point (0-0)
10. Brookstone (0-0) 

Mount de Sales (0-0)

Others nominated: Glenn Hills (0-0), 
Southwest Atlanta (0-0), Westminster (0 
), Rossville (0-0), Lithonia (0-0), Peach 

. (0-0), Dublin (04), Gordon (0-6) Ear

Also nominated: Emanuel County In­
stitute (1-0), Trion (0-1), Miller Co. (0-0), 
Treutlen (1-0), Feldwood (0-0), Reidsville 
(1-0), Monticello (0-0), Gordon Lee (1-0), 
Wheeler (0-1), Toombs Central (1-0), Ra­
bun Co. (1-0), Athens Academy (0-0).

21
21

THE ATLANTA CO>STH LT1O>, Thur., Ao<. 24, 1978

Staff Photo - Steve Deal

SWD’s Bob Berry Missed Chance At Buck Belue, But . . .

Southwest DeKalb, 
Valdosta Try Again

By Steve Figueroa 
Constitution Staff Writer

It “almost” happened twice last year. But 
Clarke Central and Peachtree saw things dif-

This year, however, “almost” should not 
pop up in Southwest DeKalb’s or Valdosta’s 
vocabulary around playoff time when it’s ex­
pected the two will meet for a state title.

The two powers find themselves ranked 
one-two in The Constitution’s pre-season AAAA 
poll, with Valdosta’s always-strong Wildcats 
fitting in the hot seat.

Last fait Southwest DeKalb fell 20-7 to 
Clarke Central in the North Georgia cham- 
nionship game and missed meeting Valdosta in 
the final Then, SWD’s baseball team was 
eliminated by Peachtree in the North <Georgia 
series, again missing a meeting with the Wild­

CatS “Our kids really wanted to go against 
Valdosta, too,” said SWD Coach Dewey Alver­
son “It was kinda a disappointing year to lose 
Sh times in the North Georgia Play°ffsn 1 
know Bob Berry wanted to compete aSa‘ , 
Buck Belue more than anything in the worl± 
B Berry Southwest DeKalb’s senior quar- 
torh“k missed his chance to play against the 
Graduated Belue, but the heralded Panthere 
Sarterback will have to be content with 
^The^fwON^^^ had over 1,600 
vards total offense last season, passing for 10 
tnuchdowns and running for 15 more. He has 
Sremely quick feet, an accurate arm, and 
ran bench press 220 pounds.

The SWD offense is in good hands as long 
as Berry stays healthy. On defense, linebacker I 
Jack Lindsey (6-2, 215), another highly-re- 1 
cruited prospect, returns for his senior year.

John Threlkeld (6-6, 232) and Rick Wals­
ingham (6-1, 250) return to anchor the SWD 
line, while 9.6 sprinter Paul Selesky should 
give the Panthers a deep threat at split end.

A schedule including the top teams from 
both Region 7-AAAA and 8-AAAA could pre­
vent SWD from duplicating last year’s 10-0 
regular season, but the Panthers are a solid 
choice to make the playoffs and fulfill their 
goal of meeting Valdosta.

Valdosta Coach Nick Hyder isn’t so sure 
his Wildcats will be around come playoff time, 
however. He’s quick to point out that quarter­
back Belue and nine other scholarship players 
are missing from last year’s state-runnerup 
team.

A little more prodding, though, and Hyder 
reveals that 14 of the players who started 
against Clarke Central in the championship 
game are back. Included among the 40 seniors 
on this year’s team are seven three-year start­
ers.

Quarterback John Lastinger (6-2, 180), 
tight end Sam Fletcher (6-2, 190), fullback 
William Gaskins (5-7, 170), tackle Scott Griffin 
(6-2, 208), guard Andy Chapman (6-0, 196), 
defensive back Troy Thomas (5-10, 175) and 
linebacker Lynn Roberts (5-10, 180) have 21 
years of varsity experience between them, giv­
ing Valdosta an excellent nucleus around 
which to build.
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een return helps 
ins defeat Cards

Times-Union News Services
jr. LOUIS — Rookie Tony Green re­
I a kickoff 99 yards and Joe Theis- 
Ithrew touchdown passes to Jean 

and Clarence Harmon Sunday, lift­
Washington Redskins to a 28-10 vic- 

•er the winless St. Louis Cardinals.
leen, a University of Florida 

also returned a kickoff for a 
■own last week.

■leismann completed 5-of-12 passes 
■ ards before being replaced by Billy 
■ late in the third quarter with the 
■k holding a 28-3 lead.

Redskins are now 3-0, while Car­
; :h Bud Wilkinson is still looking 

■st victory as a pro.

r 27, Chargers 14
VER — The Denver Broncos 

touchdowns within the last four 
■of the game on a 75-yard punt re- 
■Rick Upchurch and a 20-yard run 
■ie Perrin for a 27-14 triumph over 
■ Diego Chargers.
B Chargers had led 14-13 until Up 
■ returned the punt for the TD with 
i t Denver followed with Perrin’s 

their next possession to score 
■3 remaining.
■rterback Dan Fouts had guided 
■rgers to two second-period touc- 
■ but with 3:17 to go, the Bronco de 
■id the Chargers at their own 26.

■ West kicked a 49-yard punt. Up- 
■ook the ball on his own 25, slipped 
I a line of Chargers and raced down 
■ft sideline for the go ahead 
■wn.

■nver’s other touchdowns came on a 
■ass from backup quarterback Nor- 
■se to Rick Egloff and a l-yard run 
Bin. Jim Turner missed the extra 
■ter Perrin’s first touchdown.

f Pro Football

'Bama took 
into hand, '<

Wersching missed a 46-yard field goal 
as time ran out in the game.

Seahawks 24, Jets 17
NEW YORK — David Sims’ third 

touchdown of the game, a 3-yard run with 
10:20 left to play, brought the Seattle 
Seahawks their first victory of the season, 
a 24-17 upset of the previously unbeaten 
New York Jets.

Sims’ burst around right end to snap a 
17-17 tie was set up by a 5-yard run by 
quarterback Jim Zorn off a fake field goal 
attempt that gave Seattle a first and goal 
at the Jets’ two-yard line.

The Jets last hopes faded with 1:55 re­
maining when Bill Gregory and Peter 
Cronan threw Jet quarterback Richard 
Todd for a 10-yard loss after New York 
had moved to the Seattle 30. Bears’ Payton tak

By IRA KAUFMAN P^^
UP! Sports Writer ?yer 1

With the bitter memory of last sea- q^r 
son’s lone defeat hanging heavily over auart4 
them under a muggy midwestern sky. the 
top-ranked Alabama Tide took matters in­
to their own hands — and chest — Satur- , 
day and rallied for a 38-20 triumph over each t 
lOth-rated Missouri. \

Sophomore defensive end E.J. Junior terba< 
blocked a Missouri punt early in the sec- downs 
ond half and teammate Rickey Gilliland run tc 
earned it 35 yards for a touchdown to lift and SI 
the 2-0 Crimson Tide to a 24-20 lead in the pass I 
topsv-turvv game. undj

■ers 28. Bengals 3
■MCINNATI — Terry Bradshaw 
■uchdown passes of 28 and 12 yards 
■neo Harris and Rocky Bleier each 
■touchdowns to power the unbeaten 
■gh Steelers to a 28-3 rout of the 
■Cincinnati Bengals.
Fadshaw, off to the best start of his 

rifled TD passes of 28 yards to 
Jennie Cunningham and 12 yards to Lynn 
iwann, shredding the Bengals’ defense by 
completing 14-of-19 passes for 242 yards.

Harris bolted 15 yards for a 
touchdown and Bleier raced five yards for 
another score as the Steelers boosted their 
record to 3-0.

Bears 19, Lions O
PONTIAC, Mich. — Chicago’s Walter 

Payton converted a fumbled punt by De­
troit into a l-yard touchdown run and de­
fensive end Tommy Hart turned a Greg 
Landry passing attempt into a safety key­
ing a 12 point third quarter that helped the 
Bears keep their record spotless with a 
19-0 victory over the Lions.

The Bears’ ninth straight regular sea­
son win left them 3-0, while their NFC Cen­
tral Division rivals slipped to 1-2. A crowd 
of 65,982 saw the Lions shut out at home 
for the first time since Los Angeles did it, 
20-0, in 1975.

Raiders 28, Packers 3
GREEN BAY, Wis. — Mark van 

Eeghen rushed for 151 yards, setting up 
two touchdown runs by Arthur Whittington 
and one by Perry Robiskie to lead the Oak­
land Raiders to a 28-3 National Football 
League victory over the Green Bay Pack 
ers.

Ken Stabler threw an 1 l-yard scoring 
pass to Dave Casper for the Raiders (2-1), 
who rushed for 347 yards. Most of them 
came behind the blocking of guard Gene 
Upshaw and tackle Art Shell, as the Raid­
ers dominated the line of scrimmage and 
dropped the Packers’ record to 2 1.

Eagles 24, Saints 17

Rams
Dallas

NEW ORLEANS Philadelphia
quarterback Ron Jaworski hit veteran 
wide receiver Harold Charmichael of 
Jacksonville with two second-half

Cincinnati, whose record slipped to 
9-3, could manage only a 33 yard field goal 
by Chris Bahr.

Oilers 20, 49ers 19
HOUSTON - The Houston Oilers, 

stunned by a controversial first-half call 
and two second-half touchdown passes by 
San Francisco’s Steve DeBerg, struck 
back for a 20-19 victory when Toni Fritsch 
kicked a 19-yard field goal with 1:16 left in 
the game.

Fritsch’s field goal, his second of the 
game, climaxed a madcap Houston drive 
that covered 80 yards in 11 plays and 
erased an outstanding second-half passing 
performance by DeBerg.

The Oilers had taken a 10-6 halftime 
lead on Earl Campbell’s 4-yard run and a 
38-yard field goal by Fritsch.

S
irs countered with field goals 
yards by Ray Wersching, the 

ing on a controversial call as 
t in the first half.

Houston had apparently stopped 
cisco drive at its one-yard line 
seconds to go and no time outs, 
clock inexplicably stopped, giv­
ing time to get off his pressure 
the half ended.

e Don Wedge, also involved in 
controversy in the Denver- 

ime last week, explained that 
f i m p ' '^>QTWXT' D ;11 m— *——

touchdown passes to lead the Eagles to a 
24-17 victory over the New Orleans Saints 
in a National Football League game.

It was the 83rd consecutive game in 
which Charmichael caught at least one 
pass.

Charmichael had to cross the goal line 
twice for his second touchdown pass of the 
night He took a 53-yard pass from Jawor­
ski and sprinted into the end zone but was 
discovered stepping out of bounds on the 
eight-yard line.

After a holding call and a sack set the 
ball back to the 18-yard line Jaworski and 
Charmichael hooked up again and this 
time the touchdown counted.

Both teams are now 1-2.

Giants 26, Chiefs 20
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. - Joe 

Pisarcik threw two first-quarter scoring 
passes and set up a third touchdown with 
a 46-yard toss to tight end Al Dixon to 
spark the New Yor-k Giants to a 26-10 vic­
tory over the Kansas City Chiefs.

Pisarcik tossed scoring passes of six 
yards to Bobby Hammond and 21 yards to 
Johnny Perkins to give the Giants a 14-0 
lead. On the first play after New York re­
covered quarterback Mike Livingston’s 
fumble with 1:09 left in the half, Pisarcik 
lofted a pass to Di/on to the Chiefs’ five- 
yard line, setting up Larry Csonka’s l-yard 

for a 20-7 New York lead.

LOS ANGELES (AP) - 
touchdown pass to Willie Mi 
Rod Perry ran a Roger Stai 
for a final score as the Los / 
Bowl Champion Dallas Cow

Haden, the Rams’ R 
matched the Cowboys veters 
partment while the Los Ang 
runner Tony Dorsett boefor* 
the Coliseum.

Dorsett, who had been < 
ing in his first two games, \ 
carries by the Rams’ hard-c 
by Jack Youngblood and Jr

In winning their third N 
against no defeats, the Rai 
period on a l-yard smash I 
evened the count early in tl 
Billy Joe DuPree.

By halftime, the Ra 
touchdown pass from Hade 
10-play, 99-yard advance. Aa 
the Cowboys — in search of 
tory — scored on an 18-yard 
Hill.

The Rams came storrr 
plays, and Haden, who had I 
the afternoon, found Miller v 
end took on the 1 and carrier
penalty cost the Rams the 
Corral missed when the ball

Perry clinched the v 
Staubach’s pass at the Dalia: 
the end zone with less than .

The Cowboys reached th 
seconds left, but Pat Thomas 
the threat.

The upset victory over t 
vored by four points, put the I 
las to 2-1.

WARREN
GUARANT
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\ aklosta s Galkins was a stumpy workhorse
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Fifth

ista Still Number 1
ross On Top In AAA 
re^ AAAA after they creamed u ~ .a 14-12 Central-ThnmnctHiio Carlton County won its

unty to 
s AAA, 
Is Class 
AA and 
>ped a 
* poll of 
ootball

leader, 
ed last 
second 
annah 
(ornets 
2 team 
gainst

. 1 in 
I Hart 
week’s 
ad an 
ond. 
irtown

- Friday 
ericus 
team, 
ithers 
behind 
’s win

Central-Thomasville 40-0 in 
1AAAA action. Warner 
Robins dropped from second 
to fourth despite winning a 
tough season opener against 
Kendrick 14-7.

Southwest DeKalb gained a 
notch to second place after 
winning its starter against 
Gordon 37-0. Cedar Shoals 
whipped Johnson-Gainesville 
32-6 and moved to third. 
Lowndes trampled Albany 33­
0 but stayed at fifth.

Central-Macon, still un­
tested, was tied for ninth last 
week with Northside-Warner 
Robins but wasn’t returned to 
the top standings this week.

Behind Savannah Country 
Day and Buford in the top 
spots in Class A were 1-0 
Hogansville at third, untried 
Warren County at fourth, and 
1-0 Clinch County at fifth.

me to 
>nking 
netro 
their

/eek’s 
sboro, 
ninth- 
/ a r d

last 
yside 
AAA

Prep Top 10
Here is a list of this week's top teams in 

the four classifications of Georgia high 
^baH, their records and the voting 

^ ^^ recelved from the members of 
b?3*d■ Fo,,ow'n9 the top 10 in each 

ciass is a list of schools nominated. .

AAA 
lister 
)Unty 
ninth 
V ^nd

, Class AAAA
1. Valdosta 1-0(88)
2. Southwest DeKalb 1-0 (78)
3. Cedar Shoals 2-0 (66)
4. Warner Robins 1-0 (53)
5. Lowndes 1-0(45)
6. Clarke Central 2-0 (38)
7. Norths ide-Warner Robins 1-0 (24)
8. Benedictine0-0 (1)
9. Marietta 2-0(8)

10. Lakeside 1-0 (17)
Others nominated: Thomasville

and^^i^1* , 0- Tompwns 10

l-o,
1-0,

, a Class AAA
1. Waycross 1-0 (83)
2. Cedartown 1-0 (79)
3. Americus 2-0 (68)
4. Mar is 12-0 (49)
5. Were Co. 2-0(40)
6. Gainesville 1-1 (28) 

vondalel-0 (27)
Itoh 1-0 (25)

estminster 1-0 (23)
Lithonia 1-0 (18)

aZ-l00^0316^ West Rome 1 °' Dublin
^ockmartbO^er^H'^ 0-

Charlton County won its 
opener and moved one step 

sixth place.
, , 5^ass A A, Cartersville 

. t0 underdog Rockmart 
Frda^ tumbled from 
second p ace to seventh. East

5wn to second, 
, t0n moved one step 
to take third place.

Mitchell County won 
Friday and jumped three 
places to fourth, whi\ r e 
Lee got its first win and 
stayed at fifth. Lindin 
County, kicked up to Class 
this year, won its opener to 
move from eighth to sixth.

Irwin County lost its game 
and lost its ranking. Jeff 
Davis beat Lyons 7-6 but still 
lost its No. 10 place. Mary 
Persons beat Class AAA 
Perry 23-19 to fight its way 
into the standing^

^w/^!1??3 b0, Rossville 1-1, Peatf^o. 
1-0, Worth 1-0 and Woodward Acad

. Class AA f ’
1. Commerce 2-0 (87) /
2. E. Rome 1-0 (81) /'
3. Claxton 2-0 (71)
4. Mitchell Co. 1-0 (£$
5. R.E. Lee 1-1 (50/
6. Lincoln Co. 1-0 1*6)
7 CartersvilleO 1I35)
8. Jefferson 2-0 (

in Springs?6 (21)
L(LMary Persona 1-0(18)

Terror Co'0^°^'' 5° 3 0' $8r,lnOton 10.

. _ Gass A
1. Sav. Country Day 1-0 (91)
2. Buford 1-0 (89)
3. Hogansville 1-0 (5)
4. Warren Co. 0-0 (54)
5. Clinch Co. 10 (44)
6. Charlton Co. 1-0 (42)
7. Johnson Co. 1-0 (40)
8. Metter 1-0 (25)
9. Miler Co. 1-0 (20)

10. Monticello 1-0 (17)
Others nominated: Treutlen Co



Towndes Up To 4th 

s^i^aM^ 1 
comfortable holds on their 
and J505!?0"5' but Buford 
• nd Southwest DeKalb 
fh^' / lhe No 2 team« tn 
their classes, plunged after 
weekenT 8howin«» '«'

Buford, which was No. 1 for 
a week earlier in the season 
dropped its Friday night 
game to Cherokee 14 7 
aI?8 *® sixth place in Class 
A Southwest DeKalb. 1-0-1 
<*ed Henderson 3-3 and 
n PPe.d. 1° seventh Place in 
Class AAAA.

Valdosta, 2-0, cruised past 
Crisp County 35-7 and 
received 10 first-place votes 
from 11 Georgia sport­
swriters and broadcasters 
voting in this week’s poll. 
C edar Shoals, 3-0, slipped up 
one place to second after 
besting crosstown rival 
Clarke Central 12-3. The loss 
dropped the Gladiators, 2-1, 
from the rankings.

Marietta, undefeated after 
three games and flying after 
a 27-7 rout of Campbell- 
Smyrna. hopped from ninth

o;n0;s^
2-0: Newnan 2 o ^°blns’ 
tral-Macon, Lo20’ nd Cen‘

•»e U.t “r’X'S"^

The

^^'..ao^

climbed to sixth. Lithonia 
s™red/° eigJth' West^

dr°PPed from the 
th-i-nAS and Swainsboro, off 
luo{h is on a«ain

The top three of Class AA 
Cnm^ned ®tatic- with 
CH v? Ce'nEast Rome and 
Claxton all adding wins 
MU?nk nthe • weekend. But 
t111^6! County, ranked 

• ast week’ dropped to 
sixth despite defeating Worth 
County 10-7.

Jefferson, 3-0, climbed to 
seventh to trade places with

Persons’*2-o, went 7/ Mary 
to ninth to tra^l / m 10th 
North Springs, 2 0P aces with

County and Monticello.

k S?V<??Pah Country Day 
nnt1 S'r Bulloch 9-7 to hang 
onto first. Hogansville 
whipped Monticello 24-7 to 
stay at second and knock 
Monticello out of the rankings 
Mfternlts week’long stint at 
No. 10.

Here is a list of the too 10 teams four classes, their record 
boa’rri j£Sn/!»Ll!?ey received from the AP 
board and others nominated:

Qass AAAA
1. Valdosta, 2-0, 109.
2. Cedar Shoals, 3-0, 91.
3. Warner Robins, 2-0, 85.
4. Lowndes, 2-0, 69.
5. Marietta, 3-0, 44.
6. S.W. DeKalb, 10-1, 31.
7. Lakeside, 2-0, 28.

Northside-W.R., 2-0, 28
8. Newnan, 2-0, 21.

in Citral-Macon inn

Stephens Co.. 34. 2 0

’•Waycross. ^05***

4- Americus, 3-0, 90
CedartovM-i, 2 0,

4- Ware Co., 3-0, 56
5. Avondale, 2-0, 48
6. Dalton, 2 0, 39.

???v,,,e' M' 37.
8. Lithonia, 2-0, 28.

1, llPeaCh C° ' 2 0' 121 10 Swainsboro. 1

y^w.TvTX^^ ^
M . O.w. Atlanta, 2-0; Glenn Mills,

Commerce, 3-0, 97
2 E Rome, 2-0, 87
3. Claxton, 3 0, 83
4- R.E. Lee, 2-1, 70.
5. Lincoln Co., 2-0, 64.
6. Mitchell Co., 2-0, 61
7 Jefferson, 3-0, 40.
8. Cartersville, 1-1, 39
9 Mary Persons, 20, 28 10

Springs, 2-0, 13. u Nor^
-,?0rn'nated: Pelham, 3-0; Mor 

n^^C0' ^' Bleckley Co., 2-0- Duluth 7 
O^C^r Grove, m/lS^S^

1. Sav. Q Day, 2 0, 105
2. Hogansville, 2-0, 92
3. Warren Co., 1-0, 81’
4. Johnson Co., 2-0, 71
5. Metter, 2-0, 62.
6. Buford, 1-1, 44.
7. Gordon Lee, 3-0, 33.
8. Treutlen Co., 3-0, 21
9. Mt. Zion, 3-0, 20. 10. Pecelli, 2-0, 17
Others nominated: Clinch Co, 11

Emanuel Co. Inst., 2 0; Charlton Co 11 
S^Ula;,Tri?l’. ”; Urwllfla. SO- Monfl' 
ffJL'r'n ’ M' ^ C°' ’’; and °® Ml'1 
♦ary College.

l/oj -Tr
vkei& iw nr

yder’s Haunted Lowndes is

By Times Staff Writer 
Ferrell Henry’s statement 
a year ago still haunts Nick

“The Georgia High School 
ssociation got a thousand 
)llars, Valdosta got their 
»mes back and what did 
risp County get?" Henry 
e Crisp County High Schooi 
otball coach, questioned. 
The situation involved 
tme about when Valdosta 
reiver Alvin Thomas was 
-dared ineligible after the 
rst two games of the season 
st year The GHSA had at 
rStki s?ld Thomas was 
igible but later discovered 
was in error because of the 

Dior's age,
GHSA Executive Secretary 
'll ,Fordham ordered 
aldosta to forfeit the two 
antes but a later hearing 
etore the GHSA Appeal 
fX ?r0Ught M Sever n 
1 the decision
Instead, Valdosta was 

rdered to pay a si non ,

ehool officiatei were 'y 

atisfied with that mb not 
arried the matter k,,^ ;HSA Execut S''the 

'here. >he
^PPeal Board w« ’I *e 
eportedly by a n! "f ,M' 
if 17-15. ’ ' ’ narr<>w vote

Hyder believes Crisp 
County still has some ill will 
about the matter.

’’This team (Crisp) is going 
to be highly motivated 
because of the forfeiture 
situation/* the Valdosta 
coach said of the team his 
Wildcats take on in Cordele 
Friday night.

“They have an edge which 
we won’t have. They want to 
prove something. The GHSA 
got a thousand dollars, 
Valdosta got their forfeitures 
back and Crisp County didn’t 
get anything.

“If I was them. I would use 
it <asa point of motivation).*’

Crisp wiped out Westover 
(Albany) 26-0 in its opener 
while Valdosta was taking 
apart Central of Thomasville. 
40 0. The 8 p.m game Friday 
is both teams’ first Region 1- 
AAAA (North) encounter of 
the season

“We’re looking at an older 
more experienced football 
team than we saw last year,” 
Hyder said. “Plus, we’re 
looking at it up there. They’re 
capable of beating us.”

Valdosta, ranked number 
one in the state in today’s 
Associated Press poll, 
knocked off Crisp 40-14 in its 
season opener last year. 
However, the Cougars were 
still very much in the game 
late in the third period

“Crisp County has a much 
better football team than last 
year,” Hyder said. “They 
played a tough game against 
Dougherty in the spring. I 
think Dougherty beat them 
like 20-12, and it was a tough 
game.

“They’re a team with two 
or three proven running 
backs. Eddie Ford wound up 
about fourth or fifth in the 
rushing statistics last year. 
He’s a good hard-nosed 
runner.

“Against Westover, they 
kicked two field goals, played 
good defense, ran for one 
touchdown and passed for 
one.”

Westover was winless a 
year ago and picked last in a 
preseason sportswriters’ poll. 
Does that take anything away 
from Crisp’s win?

“It means they have a team 
that is capable of going under 
pressure,” Hyder said. “It s 
hard to judge Westover. We 
don’t play them but I know 
they’re trying to get that 
program turned around. We 
do know that Crisp County is 
tough. , .

“They’ve got eight boys 
back who started against us 
last year, and they beat 
Lowndes last year. I think 
they improved as the season 
went on.”

Valdosta relied almost

JOHN LASTINGER 
VHS Quarterback 

totally on its ground game to 
rout what was billed to be a 
quality Central squad. But 
the Yellow Jackets were 
never really in the game after 
the Wildcats put together a 
26-point second quarter.

VHS quarterback John 
Lastinger only threw the ball 
three times but ran for 55 
yards on nine carries. He 
picked up two touchdowns 
among those hauls.

“We were well pleased with 
Lastinger,” Hyder said. 
“John' is an altogether dif­
ferent performer than Buck 
(Belue, last year’s quar­
terback). He does what he 
does with what he’s got.

“If a guy’s a baritone, he 
can’t sing soprano or bass. If 
a guy is a violinist, he can 
play the clarinet. John just 
takes his style and uses it.

“We were pleased with 
(John) Bond also. He was a

Vald<

ANDY CHAPMAN 
‘Doubtful’ Starter 

very pleasant surprise. He 
probably gave his best 
performance.”

Bond came off the bench to 
hit on three of three passes, 
run for one touchdown and 
pass for another as 
Lastinger’s back-up. He 
looked especially impressive 
from the shotgun formation.

“Crisp County has a more 
settled situation on their 
coaching staff than the team 
we played last Friday night 
Hyder said. “I think that had 
a lot to do with the way 
Central played.”

Central Coach Will Hoy 
Cooley was named interim 
school superintendent of the 
Thomas County system 
Friday. At gametime, it was 
not known if he would con­
tinue his coaching duties.

Hyder said starting right 
offensive guar^ An 
Chapman is a doubtful 
starter Friday night because 
of some root canal work on 
his teeth. He said Billy 
Harvey and Rob Register 
would fill in for Chapman.

1 The only other injury was a 
7-stitch cut on the chin o

/bounty eightyearsjna row^

Wayc
By The Associated F 
Waycross wrested 

win from Appling Co 
hold the lead in Clas 
and Valdosta still head 
AAAA, but the Class . 
A leaders each slip 
notch in this week’s AF 
Georgia high school I 
teams.

Last week’s Class A 
Buford, is 1-0 but rest 
weekend, slipping to a 
place behind Sav 
Country Day. The F 
were last week’s No. 
and won their opener £ 
Reidsville 35-22.

Commerce took No 
Class AA after ripping 
County 24-7. Last • 
leader, East Rome, h 
open date and fell to sec

In Class AAA. Cede 
beat Lithia Springs I 
and slipped past Am 
this week as the No. 2 
even though the Pa* 
have two victories I 
them after Friday night 
over Douglas County.

Marist stepped up c 
fourth place after bk 
Shamrock 16-0 in 
Atlanta action for 
second victory. Last v 
fourth-ranker, Swain, 
sixth-ranked Perry and 
ranked Woodv
Academy—all losers 
weekend—fell by the ws 
in this week’s Class 
ranking.

New to the Class 
standings are Westmr 
and Lithonia. Ware L 
and Avondale, lied f^ 
last week, moved to £0 
sixth in this week s • 
Georgia sporty hte^ 
broadcasters. ^^

Not surprising!] 
staved at
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DAVID WHITE 
Bound For Florida

'WWTT'B THe ' akloMa D«'ly Times. Mon„ S

White Liked Taste
Major LeaguesByMIKECHASON ^ ^ ^-^/^

David Whito . to sn^nd a J

SeP‘- 18. 1978

/

ai»« 

u»VOr flVe days but that was 
h n§ eno“£h to convince him 
he doesn’t have a bad line £

wkhrhSpending the summer 
with Chicago’s Class A minor 
W18gUew^am in APPleton. 
Wis., White moved up the 
major league club Sept. 8. 
The 17-year-old Valdostan 
returned to reality Wed­
nesday when he came home

£ ?. u ! few days w‘th his 
~mi.ly ^forc leaving for the 
Florida Instructional League 
today.

‘‘It’s great,” White said.
You walk In the clubhouse 

and they’ve got your meals 
prepared, anything you want 
Everything’s ready for you.

That first game was 
pretty exciting. Everybody 
just kept telling me to calm 
&• ^H"?.1* out on ‘he 
held, and it s like you’re in a 
big world. All the kids start 
walking up to you.”

White didn’t see action in a 
game for Chicago but didn’t 
really expect to.

/
 “I think they moved me up 
just so I could see what it was 
like,” he said. “I figured they 
would move me up. I had a 
good idea they would 
anyway.”

Chicago played Seattle and 
Minnesota while White was 
with the team. He had a 
chance to study the perennial 
American League batting 
champ, Rod Carew, at close 
range.

I saw him hitting batting 
practice,” White said. ‘‘The 
man’s unbelievable.” 

Appleton won the Midwest 
League title but the former 
Valdosta High School third 
baseman admits he wasn’t a 
real key behind the success of 
the team.

“I thought I’d get to play a 
little more,” he said. ‘‘I didn’t 
get to play that much. They 
said they didn’t want to rush 
me.”

White said hrs batting 
average was ‘‘a little over 
.100.” He hit .300 for the last 
10 games of the 
season,however.

From a 16-homer year with 
Valdosta’s Class AAA state

championship team in the 
run^^

a i h.e whole ’“romer 
APplet°n He hit it in the 

first game.
It took me about a week 

just to get used to the pH 
“FvT K . White sa^ 

Everybody was throwing 
hard. 6
T?1!1 mess with y°ur mind.

Come in ^ w*th one 
and then they’ll come right 
back and hit the corner.”

White said he played third 
base and batted in the 
designated hitter’s slot for 
Appleton. He batted sixth or 
lower in the lineup.

The second round draft 
pick of the White Sox believes 
the next two months in the 
instructional league at 
Sarasota will help him.

It should,” he said, ‘‘you 
get up early in the morning, 
go to the field and either hit or 
take ground balls. Then you 
play a game about two 
o’clock in the afternoon.

You do that until 
November.”

White joins another local 
player, Cecil Whitehead, in 
the fall league. Whitehead 
was drafted in the second 
round by the Baltimore 
Orioles this summer. He hit 
.300 for Baltimore’s rookie 
league team in Bluefield, W. 
Va., and is now stationed in 
St. Petersburg.

White’s VHS teammate, 
Buck Belue, was also drafted 
by the White Sox in the 
second round but chose to 
pass up a chance at pro 
baseball to play college 
football at Georgia.

Belue saw brief action at 
quarterback in Georgia’s 
victory over Baylor Satur­
day.
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Tift Coach Believes 
Mistakes A Factor

Probable starting lineups

ByMIKECHASON
TIFTON — Gene Brodie 

says arrangements have 
been made to handle a crowd 
of 14,000 high school football 
fans here Friday night when 
Brodie’s Tift County Blue 
Devils host Valdosta’s
Wildcats.

Brodie just hopes the game 
equals in excitement the 
work his staff and other 
school officials have turned 
out in preparation for it.

"Our folks have worked 
real hard trying to handle the 
fans,*’ the Tift County coach 
said in an early morning 
phone interview today. "We 
started last week working on 
the bleachers. We’ve even 
made some new parking 
arrangements. We think we’ll 
be able to handle 14,000 folks.

"I just hope we don’t make 
a whole lot of mistakes so we 
can have a good ballgame. 
Coach (Nick) Hyder’s team 
takes advantage of you when 
you make mistakes."

Brodie’s Blue Devils and 
Hyder’s Wildcats are both 5-0 
on the season. Both have 
matching 2-0 Region 1-AAAA 
(North) records heading into 
the crucial subregion contest.

Valdosta is top ranked in 
the Associated Press 
statewide poll, and Tift is tied 
for fourth with Benedictine. 
Many observers are terming 
it the biggest game in the 
state this week.

"Our people say it’s the 
biggest thing they’ve ever 
had here," Brodie said.

The Tift coach took over the 
Blue Devils in 1976 after 
leading Central of Macon to 
the state championship in 
1975. He says the Blue Devils 
don’t have the backs he had 
at Central but he knew from 
the start he had a good 
football team on his hands.

"Our goal this year was to 
get in the playoffs," Brodie 
said. "We’ve said that all 
along publicly. But the only 
advantage Tift County has 
Friday night is that we’re 
playing at home.

"The advantages tend to go 
the other way after that."

Brodie said his team was 
preparing for the wide open 
offense of the Wildcats by 
"praying a lot." He did say 
235-pound defensive end 
Ricky Wilson is returning to 
the starting lineup this week 
after missing much of the 
first half of the season with an 
injury.

Senior linebacker Danny 
Branch is to miss the game 
with torn cartilage in his 
knee.

Chances are, it will be a lot 
different Blue Devil team 
that takes the field at 8 p m 
Friday night than the one 
which was taken apart 27-12 
by Lowndes in the spring.

“In the spring, neither one 
of our quarterbacks had 
taken a varsity snap,” Brodie

w^K<*^u^en* soPhomore Ken

8btBaldo^al3aUo8ime^
SPORTS

job, exhibiting skill as a 
runner and a passer. Hobby 
was the key factor when Tift 
upset Lowndes 18-7 earlier 
this season.

Brodie confirmed the 
rumor Hobby could throw 
with either hand but said he 
only did it in baseball.

Hyder pointed out in 
preseason that Tift and 
Valdosta were the only teams 
in the 12-team league 
returning every starter but 
one on the offensive line. He 
believes that is one of the 
reasons the two clubs are the 
only unbeaten ones left five 
games away from the 
season’s completion.

Tift’s line is anchored by 
245-pound senior tackle Tim 
Case and 230-pound junior

tight end Landy Ewing.
Valdosta features 208- 

pound senior tackle Scott 
Griffin and 225-pound junior 
center Tony Blasetti as the 
heaviest members of its line.

"Let’s face it," Hyder said. 
"They’re just so much bigger 
than we are."

“Everybody keeps talking 
about our size," Brodie said. 
"Thomasville is bigger than 
we are. We’ve got a couple of 
big kids, and that’s it."

Tift . knocked off 
Thomasville 14-7 last week in 
a game that left his team 
bruised up, Brodie said. 
Valdosta needed a touchdown 
in the last two minutes to play 
to beat Thomasville 16-7 
earlier in the year.

for both teams follow: 
TIFT COUNTY

Offense—ends Antonio Torry (185. sr 
and Larxly Ewing (230, 
Case (245, sr.) and Ken Cheek (190. |f ), 
guards Buddy Cawley (185, sr ) and 
Howard (205, sr). crlj WIIII9 (200 
ir ), slotback Michael Tillman (160. |r ), 
&lteck Mark Hand <>«5. <r >• '•■'“^ 
Danny Morris (155, sr.), quarterback Ken 
Hobby (175, soph )

Defense-ends Ricky Hott <», 8MK) 
and Ricky Wilson (235. ^J' ^^ Sco" 
Shiver (200, sr ) and Jessie Cox (195. |r>. 
linebackers Nate Taylor (190. sr ) Landy 
Simmons (180, ir.), Joe Schatch (175. Jr ) 
and James Neal (190, sr ), safeties Larry 
Speers (160, sr.) and Robert Jones (150, 
sr.).

VALDOSTA

Willie Hankins (167. Jr.) and Fredrik Blair 
(160. sr.) or John Bond (180. |r_). fxkies 
Scott Griffin (208, sr.) and Harvey Carter 
(185, ir.) or Darrell Swindle (190. sr ), 
guards Andy Chapman (195. sr) and 
Fomby Hardin (190, sr ), center Tory 
Blasetti (225, ir), fullback William Gaskin 
(175. sr.) or Bobby Johnson (185. sr ), 
halfbacks Ernest King (180. jr ) or irwn 
Roe (160, jr ), flanker Robert Smith (160 
sr.), quarterback John Lastinger (180 sr ;

Defense ends Martin Beaufort or Kenny 
Evans (156, sr.) and James Harris (180. 
sr.), tackles Carroll Johnson (198. sr ) and 
Jimbo Hancock (180. ir). or Damps
Johnson (180, 
Conaway (170,

noseguard James 
linebacker* John

Branan (195, sr.) or Anthony Battles (180. 
soph.) and Lynn Roberts (176, sr ), cor 
nerbacks Troy Thomas (175. sr ) and 
Rodney Gordon (180. sr ) or Bubba Skelton 
(155, sr ), safeties Carl Roe (180. sr ) and 
Nathaniel Caesar (180, ir ) or Dants Jone* 
(170, soph )

Kicker David Reeves (19$, sr ), punter 
Gordon.
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At Hall Of Fame Banquet
A^hhSavs Valdosta ‘Special

J thP Lowndes High School South Atlantic Regio
*/ ™h»r inductees included the,_,L. . „(han team for Athletes honored

By Times Staff Writer
While the two best baseball 

teams in America battled it 
out on television, some of the 
top local sports teams and 
athletes of the past and 
present were honored at the 
first annual Valdosta- 
Lowndes County Sports Hall 
of Fame banquet here 
Tuesday night.

As the Dodgers and the 
Yankees were moving into 
Game One of the World 
Series, former Georgia Tech 
football coach Bobby Dodd 
was telling the crowd of about 
250 persons how much 
Valdosta has meant to him.

“Some of the best football 
players I ever had were your 
young athletes that Wright 
Bazemore sent me.” Dodd

wellsaid. “They were
disciplined and well trained.

“If I ever saw a city ap­
propriate for a Hall of Fame, 
it’s Valdosta, the high school 
football capital of the world. 
This is a special city.”

Dodd was the guest speaker 
at the banquet, which was for 
the purpose of inducting 15 
prominent athletes and 
coaches of the past into the 
Hall of Fame.

Local teams who captured 
regional, state or national 
honors last year were also 
recognized along with 
athletes who received all-

state or All-America honors
Former Valdosta High 

School quarterback Buck 
Belue was the unanimous 
choice of the selection 
committee as the athlete of 
the year. Belue, who was 
named to the all-state and one 
All-America team, is now the 
second-team quarterback at 
the University of Georgia.

The longest ovation of the 
night came for former 
Valdosta High football coach 
Wright Bazemore after he 
accepted his Hall of Fame 
plaque. Bazemore called the 
honor “the finest he had ever 
received.”

Other inductees receiving 
their plaques in person were 
former VHS football star 
Brooker Blanton, former 
major league baseball player 
Paul Carter, former major 
league baseball player Ellis 
Clary and former Dasher 
Bible School basketball star
and Valdosta State 
basketball coach 
Colson.

Also on hand to 
their plaques were

College 
Gary

receive 
T. Guy

Connell, who was in­
strumental in bringing minor 
league baseball to Valdosta, 
former outstanding amateur 
golfer W.L. “Dynamite’’ 
Goodloe and former VHS and 
University of Georgia foot­
ball standout Bobby Rose.

Other inductees -^ 
former Valdosta football Saches Mike Herndon 
Bobby Hooks and Turner Jockwell.. All three are^ow

anddeceased 
represented oy family
members.

The plaques of the late 
Nelse Holcombe, one of the 
original founders of he 
Valdosta Touchdown Club, 
the late Jack Oliver, an 
outstanding local golfer, and 
the late Eddie Zant, a former 
standout VHS football player, 
were also received by 
relatives.

Former Valdosta football 
star Noah Langdale was the 
only living member of the 
inductees who couldn’t make 
the banquet. His plaque was 
accepted by John Peeples.

Teams honored included

girls’ basketball team for 
winning state and national 
championships, the Valdosta 
High baseball team for 
winning the state cham­
pionship and the Valdosta 
State College women s 
basketball team for winning 
state and regional cham-
pionships.

Also cited were the region 
championships by the VHS 
girls’ tennis team, the VHS 
golf team, the VHS football 
team, the Georgia Christian 
School boys’ basketball team, 
and the Valdosta State cross 
country team, which cap­
tured the South Atlantic 
Conference title.

The Valdosta State 
baseball team was also 
recognized for winning the

all­
in-

forAthletes
Regional.

state accomplishments
eluded Belue, Deland 
Guthrie of Georgia 
Christian. Robert Baldwin of 
VHS, Karen Parker. Marcia 
Player and Rhonda Rowell of 
Lowndes and Ronnie Adkins 
of Lowndes.

For All-America honors, 
Bruno Caldwell, Sal Amadeo, 
Cecil Whitehead, Joe Ger­
mano and Carol Chason of 
VSC were recognized.

Belue and Player were also 
cited for making All-America 
teams.

The Hall of Fame was 
initiated by the Valdosta 
Boys' Club. The plaques of 
the 15 inductees are to be 
showcased at the club until a 
permanent site is found.
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Notes...Quotes...Trivia

Lastinger, Thomas Did A Night’s Work
Notes, quotes and assorted trivia.
— John Lastinger and Steve Thomas scored nine touchdowns 

between them Friday night. Lastinger, Valdosta’s senior 
quarterback, ran for five touchdowns against Albany, and 
Thomas, Lowndes’ durable fullback, popped into the end zone 
four times against Central of Thomasville. Some players are 
lucky to score that many sixes in a season.

— Just once I’d like to hear a coach say “we might have 
looked better but our offense had to stay on the field too long.”

— It’s hard to believe Ernie DiGregorio and Curtis Perry 
have already retired from the National Basketball 
Association. It seems like just a few months ago when Perry 
was a key figure in title runs for the Milwaukee Bucks and 
Phoenix Suns. DiGregorio was rookie of the year and then 
melted into oblivion.

— Lowndes quarterback Chuck DeVane had number 12 on 
his back again Friday night. DeVane wore number 11 for the 
Tift County game because somebody swiped his game jersey 
from his locker. Call it superstition if you will but that’s the 
only game Lowndes has lost.

— Westbrook’s football team has to be the surprise of the 
year in the area. The Cougars are 5-0 and were ranked third 
statewide in the last poll. Buddy Ethridge has something 
cooking in Dixie.

— Valdosta City School System Finance Director Jack Kent 
said Cleveland Field seats only 11,232. He doubts 12,000 could 
be packed into the stadium. He says no chairs will be placed on 
the sidelines for the Lowndes-Valdosta game.

— How many times is Pete Banaszak going to be waived 
only to return to the Oakland Raiders? ’

— Washington Coach Jack Pardee wishes the Redskin 
cheerleaders would move to the other side of the field The 
Washington gals are wearing new uniforms this season with 
bare backs, plunging necklines and diamond-shaped cutouts at 
the midriff.

Chason
Times Sports Editor

its squad this season including forme ^^ Ge°rgia Payers on 
tackle Buddy Moor. The othef nlX Lm eS High School 
freshman tailback from Marietta ChXV ^ WilH«ms, a 
offensive tackle from Waycross an/p £ TSy °r’ a freshm’n 
defensive end from SKta MoJ'^^^
Former Lowndes High ass stan^™ I £ defen8ive t^kle. 
assistant at Eastern Kentucky. SC Frank Vohun is an 
the world isn’t ready*to^ccem ani^d8^ numb«r one but 
hhrd?kert Navratilova just doesn’t°r Jo ^t^k tag except 
hand. The recent U.S. Open was a shf^ with the same iron 
losUo Pam Shriver. Evert didn’t h ning example. Martina 
«X“.‘ 1-AAAA Wly „lgh[

and Tift County travels to Thomasville*!’^8 ^18 Dough«rty, 
T«nOn L°Wndes, and Lowndes is th« ? i 'S he Only team ‘o 
T‘^ert-n-h0^^ m to score on

rj»l|d»!nn very P00r ^te'" rardee said’ “whether it’s at a balls for the N^onll^™^^6^ *ho make the 
foo ball game or any other place. That’s a carte blanche Sporting Goods »1 b?H Lea«ue are women Thl w i 
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available for each NFL home game. Six new balls are used in 
each quarter. Three dozen balls must be on hand for the Super 
Bowl.

— Valdosta State College’s basketball Blazers have two 
tournaments in their home gym this season.

— Mark Williams left a $40.000-a-year job as vice-president 
for Blue Cross in Wisconsin to become the rookie head football 
coach at Carroll College. He says he took a “tremendous pay 
cut.”

Williams served as an assistant at the 1,100-student private 
school for four years on a parttime basis. Now, he’s plunged 
whole hog into the sports world. What is the mystique about 
athletics which turns a successful businessman into a sideline 
orator?

— Try as he might, Jim Brown couldn’t draw George Allen I 
into a controversial statement when the two men did the color J 
commentary on the Los Angeles-Atlanta game two weeks ago.4 
Brown kept setting the bait but Allan refused to criticize thel 
team that fired him after two exhibition games.

— Four of the last six Valdosta football games are on the 
road. Three of those games (Tift, Monroe, Dougherty) are 
subregion contests. Four of the last six Lowndes games are at 
home and one of the away games is at Cleveland Field. The 
Vikings have to leave town only once more (to Crisp County) 
before the end of the regular season. LHS has all three 
(Westover, Bainbridge, Thomasville) subregion games at 
Martin Stadium.

— Lowndes Coach Joe Wilson is to speak at the North 
Valdosta Rotary Club's meeting Monday.

— Valdosta’s 49 points against Albany Friday night was the 
top offensive production for the Wildcats this season but was 
topped by two 50-point nights last year.

— Dallas Coach Tom Landry says quarterbacks need more 
protection from the game officials.

‘‘The quarterbacks are getting hit too much, and the officials 
aren’t calling it,” Landry said “They need to, because the 
quarterback needs to be protected.” Dallas quarterback 
Hoger Staubach is one of the few NFL signal-callers not lim­
ping at the present. Zebras have ears too.

*”^w®^‘W?JSii8jMj«#)iM#*M*M**MMMtMw«-^M«*»w***lWfi||i|Miiii^H^^fe'



Hughes Says VHS-T’ville 
Needs No Extra Flavor

By MIKE CHASON
THOMASVILLE —

Valdosta against 
masville is enough.
Hughes isn’t using any other 
kind of psyche job on his

Just 
Tho- 
Jim

football team.
The two giants of the 

Region 1-AAAA prep grid 
scene square off within the 
picturesque and tradition­
laden walls of Cleveland 
Field in Valdosta Friday

It’s a rivalry which extends 
back to 1914 but Hughes, the 
Thomasville coach, isn t 
using the past or the fact that 

' Valdosta is rated the number 
one team in the state to pump 
any additional adrenalin into 
the unbeaten Bulldogs.

“1 just think you’re mud­
dying the water when you 
start talking about the 
number one ranking and also 
when you talk about last year 
and the year before,” Hughes 
said Wednesday.

“It (Valdosta’s top rating) 
' hasn’t been a topic of con- 

l versation with us this week, 
i That poll changes every 
i week.”
i “The Valdosta-Thom-

championship last Novem­
ber.

“We think we’re a much 
better defensive football 
team than we were last fall,” 
Hughes said, echoing the 
same sentiment expressed by 
Valdosta Coach Nick Hyder 
Tuesday.

“We think we have more 
capabilities offensively. But
we haven’t necessarily

asville rivalry 8?®,s--*- 
back a long time, and its 
been a good rivalry. 1 don t . 
think this game needs 
anything extra. It has the 
makings of being a good 
faotbaii game.

Both teams are 2-0 heading 
into the 8 p.m. struggle which 
is a non-subregion bout. 
Thomasville is in the south 
half of 1-AAAA, and Valdosta 
campaigns iii the north half.

The two teams represent ^ > 
exactly half of the unbeatens 
left in the powerful 12-team 
league. The other two un- . 
defeated squads, Tift County 
(Tifton) and Lowndes, meet 
in Valdosta Saturday night at 
Lowndes’ Martin Stadium.

In their last meeting, 
i Valdosta trimmed Hughes’ 

Bulldogs 39-20 in the region

demonstrated them yet. 
Potentially, we are a better 
offensive team, but in ac­
tuality we’re a better 
defensive team.”

Hughes said at the season’s 
outset that he expected his 
team to be more pass­
conscious than in the past. 
The Bulldogs have been 
known to like the ground 
better than Patton’s army.

“We’ve thrown it a little 
bit,” Hughes said. ‘‘We 
haven’t necessarily caught it. 
But I don’t keep up with that 
like you sportswriters do.

“We are more capable of 
throwing and catching the 
football. We just hope we can 
do what’s necessary to move 
the football and put some 
points on the scoreboard.”

Hughes said his team did 
have two running backs who 
are doing an “effective job,” 
tailbacks Reginald Wheeler 
and Johnny Kavouklis.

“Neither of them in­
dividually is as outstanding 
as some of the kids we have 
had in the past,” Hughes 
said.

Sizing up Valdosta of­
fensively. the Thomasville 
coach expects his team to be 
tested through the air and on 
the ground.

“They’re capable of doing 
both,” Hughes said. “I would 
hope they’ll have to do both 
Surely, we’ll be able to stop 
something. They have shown 
tremendous offensive 
balance so far.

“Initially, I think we have 
to demonstrate an ability to 
stop the rush. If we can do 
that and then do anything 
against the forward pass, we 
might have a chance to stay 
in the game.”

Although he has chosen to 
forget the past, Hughes’ team 
traveled to Valdosta two 
years ago ranked as the 
number one team statewide 
The Bulldogs became in­

fected with a case of slippery 
fingers on kickoff returns 
and Valdosta walked away 
with a 29-9 victory

Obviously, he doesn’t want 
that to happen again

“Valdosta is one of the 
better if not the best team 
we'll play,” Hughes said 
“When you play somebody 
who’s good, you better play 
well or you'll get em­
barrassed ”

Valdosta City School 
System Finance Director 
Jack Kent said this morning 
“five to six hundred reserved 
seat and fifteen-hundred 
general admission” tickets 
remained on sale for the 
game They may be pur 
chased at Barnes Drug Store 
in Brookwood Plaza

The probably starting 
lineups for both teams follow

VALDOSTA
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In GameOfOldRivals
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Colquitt Coach Believes 
Odds Are Against Packers 

j hall in for three wide rpnpivarc »

Bv MIKE HAGOOD
MOULTRIE Colquitt

County High School football 
coach Bob Griffith doesn’t 
like the odds against his 
Packers beating the state’s* 
number one-ranked team. 
Valdosta, here Friday night.

Griffith said, “we can’t 
come close to matching 
Valdosta physically.

“Our program is about 
three years away We have 
twelve seniors, eight of them 
play, and there is no way that 
you can win in this region 
with that few seniors,” 
Griffith said.

“Our goal is not to get 
embarrassed.

“Actually we had better 
athletes last year in AA,” 
said Griffith whose team at 
Appling County (Baxley) 
lead Georgia Class AA teams 
in rushing last year.

opener, but has been slowed 
by injuries in the past three 
games, gaining no more than

Westover took the ball in for

The key to 
County’s wishbone 
star running back 
Sands, is scheduled
Friday night, 
doubts that he
percent.

Sands 
rushing 
(Albany)

had

but 
will

against 
in the

Colquitt 
attack, 
Tyrone 

to start 
Griffith

I be 100

212 yards 
Monroe 
season’s

40 yards a game.
Griffith calls Sands “a 

great talent and a fine college 
prospect.

“He runs the forty in 4.6, is 
a good receiver and has the 
strength to break tackles. His 
weaknesses are blocking and 
faking, which really isn’t his 
fault.”

In last week’s 21-16 loss to 
Westover (Albany), Colquitt 
was ahead 16-15 when Sands 
fumbled the ball at the 
Packers’ 10-yard line

the score.
The Packers’ other two 

losses have come at the hands 
of Lowndes (Valdosta) 28-0 
and Dougherty (Albany) 
39-13,

Griffith describes his wish­
bone attack as not “ultra­
option conscious.

“We take a lot of reading 
off of the quarterbacks’ 
shoulders by calling the plays 
in the press box. If we run the 
option, we generally have the 
pitch man already figured,” 
said Griffith.

“Some times we set-up

three wide receivers, so 
we’re really not so triple 
option conscious.

wi WAS county

Tribe Coach Not Optimistic
By Times Staff Writer

Coach Cardon Dalley 
brings his Albany High 
Indians to town Friday and is 
not overly optimistic about 
his team's chances against 
the Valdosta Wildcats.

“We’ll just try to find 
eleven guys who want to play 
football, said Dalley. “We 
just don’t have the caliber 
players to play with Valdosta.

“It’s one heck of a game to 
try and get the boys up for, 
against the number one team 
in the state.”

Dalley’s club has been hit 
by dissension in past weeks 
due to the team ’s 0-3 record.

“We had six players quit 
after last week’s game/’ said 
Dalley. Albany lost that 
contest 31-7 to crosstown rival 
Westover.

Dalley explains his 
situation at Albany High is 
caused by the lack of talent 
that comes to his school.

“We have one lineman who 
was first string in junior high. 
The rest were second and 
third string players,” said 
Dalley.

“In Dougherty County 
there are three high schools 
on one side of the river 
(Albany High, Westover and 
Monroe) and one 
(Dougherty) on the other 
side,’’ Dalley said. “There 
are four junior highs feeding 
he three schools on our side 
ind two feeding Dougherty 
exclusively.

“The team has sort of been 
down in the dumps after 
loosing the first three 
games.”

In those three games 
Albany has scored seven 
points to the opposition’s 94. 
The Indians lost their opener 
33-0 to Lowndes, the second 
game 30-0 to Tift County and 
then came the loss to 
Westover.

“I may get one player from 
one school and two from 
another. Sometimes it’s three 
years before I see a quar- 
erback ”

Albany has seven seniors

out of 22 starters, so the rest 
of the team is expected to be 
back next year.

“These are the times when 
you build confidence and gain 
game experience, but that is 
not easy to do,” said Dalley.

“Very few of my players 
have had much game ex­
perience before this year.

The Indians run from a 
Pro-I offensively and use a 5- 
2-4-defensively.

The game is scheduled to 
begin at 8 p.m. at Valdosta’s 
Cleveland Field.

Probable starting lineups 
for both teams follow:

ALBANY
Offense — Ends Nikita Jenkins (200, jr.) 

and Charles Watson (170, sr.), tackles 
David Steam (210, sr.) and Derrick Marsh 
(210, jr.), guards Al Davis (185, jr.) and 
Curtis Coleman (190, jr.), center Glenn 
Jones (175, ir.), fullback Glenn Dowling 
(170, jr.), tailback Clifford Bass (165, |r.), 
quarterback Jim Lightle (170, sr.), halfback 
Gerry Anderson (170, sr.).

Defense — ends Derrick Marsh (175, 
soph.) and KenGirdner (175, soph.), tackles 
Emory Lewis (180, Ir.) and Sammy Sheard 
(210, soph.), middle guard Chuck Findley 
(185, jr.), linebackers John Kirksey (185, 
jr.) and Curtis Coleman (190, jr.), cor 
nerbacks Henry Washington (155, sr.) and 

{170' sr b sa^’es Henry Nix 
(165, soph.) and Carl Martin (170, soph.).

VALDOSTA
Offense — ends Sam Fletcher (190, sr.)

and Fredrick Blair (160, sr.) or John Bond 
(190, jr.), tackles Scott Griffin (208, sr.) and 
Harvey Carter (185, jr.) or Darrell Swindle 
(190, sr.), guards Andy Chapman (195, sr.) 
and Fomby Hardin (190, sr.), center Tony 
Blasetti (225, |r.), fullback William Gaskin 
(175, sr.) or Bobby Johnson (185, sr ). 
halfbacks Ernest King (180, |r.) or Irwin 
Roe (160, jr.), flanker Robert Smith (160, 
sr.), quart er back John Lastlnger (180, sr).

Defense — ends Marlin Beaufort (180, sr.) 
and James Harris (180, sr.) or Lynn 
Roberts (180, sr.), tackles Carroll Johnson 
(198, sr.) and Jimbo Hancock (180, |r ), 
noseguard Clifford Johnson (175, sr.) or 
James Conaway (170, sr.), I inebac kers John 

’ Branan (195, sr.) and Anthony Battle (180, 
soph.) or Roberts, cornerbacks Troy 
Thomas (175, sr.) and Rodney Gordon (180, 
sr.) or Bubba Skelton (155, sr.), safeties 
Carl Roe (180, sr.) and Nathaniel Caesar 
(180, |r.) or Dante Jones (170, sooh.).

Kicker David Reaves (195, sr.), punter 
Gordon.

“Overall, we’re in the top 
five offensively, but we’re 
really green, which hasn’t 
shown yet .We’ve been able to 
move the ball, but these kids 
have never seen a wishbone 
before this year,” said 
Griffith.

The Packers have been 
throwing more from their 
wishbone, gaining over 100 
yards through the air in their 
last two ballgames.

Griffith says the key to his 
passing attack is the play 
action.

‘‘We can’t come out 
throwing the ball against 
Valdosta, because their 
defensive line will run right 
over us,” Griffith said. "We 
are going to have to run.”

Probable starting lineups 
for both teams follow:

COLQUITT COUNTY
Offense- tight end Brad Mock (179, |r.) ar 

Tony Barber (180, jr.), split end Jamie 
Wisham(160, jr ) tackles Greg Tillery (195. 
jr.) and Olin Yarbarough (220. jr ), guar# 
Ras Lawrence (170, ir ) and Wayne How# 
(165, sr ), center Robert Belcher (165. sr.), 
halfbacks Bernard Acree (160, jr and 
Tyrone Sands (175, sr), fullback Mike 
Patterson (166. soph ), quarterback Terry 
Mock (190. sr ) or Greg Robinson(160, jr.)

Defense- ends Steve Austin (205, jr ' and 
Kit Wilkes (190. jr ). tackles Curt Devil 
U90. sr.) and Ed Daersoi (190, sr.), nose 
guard Chris Jenkins (220, jr.), linebackers 

। racy tunings im. srj ano xott uraoiy 
(190, |r ) or Leroy AMdison (180, sr.), 
cornerbacks Keith Todd (165, soph ) and 
Jim Pruitt (160. ir), safeties Paul Simpson. 
(170. sr ) and Kirby Mall (165. jr.)

VALDOSTA
Offense—ends Sam Fletcher (190. sr.) 

and Frederck Blair (160, sr.) or John Bond 
(180, jr ). tackles Scott Griffin (208, sr 1 and 
Harvey Carter (185, jr.) or Darrell Swindle 
( 90, sr.) guards Andy Chapman (195, sr.) 
and Fomby Hardin (190, sr.: center Tony 
Blasetti >725. jr.), fullback William Gaskin 
(175. sr ) or Bobby Johnson (185, sr.), 
halfbacks Ernest King (180, jr.) or irwin 
Roe (160, jr ). flanker Robert Smith (160, 
sr ), quarterback John Las finger (180, sr).

Defense- ends Marline Beaufort (160, 
sr ) and James Harris (180, sr.) or Lynn 
Roberts (180. sr ), tackles Carroll Johnson 
(198, sr.) and Jimbo Hancock (180, Ir.), 
'osoguard Clifford Johnson (175, sr.) or 
James Conaway (170, sr.), linebackers John 
Branan (195, sr ) and Anthony Battle (180, 
soph ) or Roberts, cornerbacks Troy 
Thomas (175. sr.) and Rodney Gordon (180. 
sr ) or Bubba Skelton (155, sr), safeties 
Carl Roe (180, sr ) and Nathaniel Caesar 
(180, jr.) or Danta Jones (170, soph.).

Kicker David Reaves 094 sr ), punter 
Gordon.
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VHS, Tribe
To Tangle
By MIKE HAGOOD

The Valdosta Wildcats 
take on the Albany High 
Indians at 8 pm here 
Friday night at Cleveland 

I L*^ “ * •“*• "here the 
) Wildcats’ uggest problem 

is to keep from being 
flat." according to Coach 
Nick Hyder.

The Indians bring an 0-3 
record into town and might 
easily be lightly regarded 
by the state's number one 
ranked Class AAAA team, 
but Hyder knows better 
than to take any team 
lightly.

“I've been in football for 
21 years and one thing I 
have learned is never to 
look past any team to your 
next opponent.** said 
Hyder

•‘There are a lot of 
factors in having a winning 
:eam and given another set 
of factors, such as playing 
different teams at the first 
of the season and given a 
few breaks, the Albany 
situation might be totally 
different.**

Albany's first two games 
were against 1 AAAA 
powers Lowndes and Tift 
County (Tifton), games 
that Albany lost 33-0 and 30­
0. The Indians* 31-7 loss to 
Westover is a “complete 
mystery" to Hyder The 
game represented 
Westover’s first win.

Hyder respects the
abilities of the Albany 
players. He said, “they 
have good athletes and 
some hard hitters ”

On offense, running back 
Gerry Anderson is 
described “hard nose 
player" and three-year 
quarterback Jim Lightle is 
tabbed as a “good quar­
terback. who is capable of

Tight end Nikita Jenkias

Region 1 AAAA Hyder 
believes

The Indians beast two 
impound tackles Hyder 
said Their blocking, 
coupled with the blocking 
of Jenkins has given 
Albany a definite tendency 
towards running off tackle 
Hyder said

Overall. Hyder calls the 
Albany offense “capable "

On defense. Hyder's 
scouting reports show the 
middle of the Albany set 
has the best players The 
linebackers. John Kirksey 
and Emanuel Coleman are 
good ones and middle 
guard Chuck Findley is 
another hard-nosed player. 
Hyder said

Both ends. Derrick 
March and Ken Gtrdner. 
are 175-poand Juniors

In looking at last week's 
lS-7 victory over 
Thomasville. Hyder said 
“there were some things 
we might have taken ad­
vantage of that we didn't, 
things like placement of 
personnel, getting your 
best runners behind your 
beet blockers adjusting*

Although the Cats had 
substantial offensive 
yardage last week, moving 
the ball well. Hyder said
’’when you are 
good team, 
doesn't make 
ference Only 
matters."

Valdosta Is

playing a 
yardage 
any dif- 

tha score

30 this
season with a 40-0 win over 
Central of Thomasville, a 
35-7 walloping of CrUp 
County (Cordele) and the 
win over Thomasville 
under Ms belt.

Valdosta Meets Colquitt
In Game Of Old Rivals

By MIKE HAGOOD
A game Valdosta Coach 

Nick Hyder calls “one of the 
oldest rivalries in the state of 
Georgia” is to be played in 
Moultrie Friday night when 
Hyder’s VHS Wildcats take 

ion Colquitt County.
“I expect a tough hard­

nosed football game. Hyder 
Laid “They are traditionally 
tough. This game is never 

Fvaldosta, rated number 
lone in the state in today s 

fh: > “ mirk bl.be Packer » 
Ihe 8 P-m. 1-AAAA •*

rSg havaspam as much 
lime ^practicing as anyone^

^MoultrST ^s^J^ac- 

dominated ballclub, ac

Homares »" ^'“^mrt

iJ|)eUalOtislanailo®im'S

SPORTS
County offense, Hyder said, 
“Tyrone Sands has been 
getting all the Publicity, but 
their other running back, 
Acree, may be faster and is 
probably as good.
P Colquitt County runs Je 
wishbone offe^e wth Ter y 
Mock (190, sr .) at the helm .

“I saw him in their spring 
game and he’s a good one, 
^SoM^nd Jamie Wisham is 
a s well. I« ’ 
“"Sanding player* »">«

and “ enter Robert

'“^^“"r^an Oklahoma 
style .pin SO. “hich “ “

tough a defense as there is if 
played properly, 
Hjfyder mentioned Chris 
Jenkins in the defence 
backfield and linebackers 
Tracy Billings (165. sr.) and 
Leroy Madison (180, sr.) as 
layers to watch for Moultrie.

Rover Paul Simpson is 
another good one in Hyder s 
“TSng ■• ““«...■; 
season thus far and the 
team’s hopes for J®^1.^ 
the year Hyder said, we 
don’t'use the star system, we 
use the team system.

“All the players are im­
portant at Valdosta. We try to 

a lot of kids. .
When asked if he was using 

,k Rear Bryant system SyVsaid. "no the Wright 
Bazemore system Baze

an amazing
system here at VHS.

Bazemore retired as the 
VHS coach after the 1971 
season but rang up 15 state 
tides and three national 
championships before he 
hung up his whistle

Bazemore also developed 
the famed 'multiple offense 
of Valdosta which makes 
extensive use of the passing 
and running game but con­
centrates on neither.

Colquitt, which was called 
Moultrie before it con­
solidated with Norman Park 
and Doerun this year, bases 
iU offensive attack on the 
ground game with Sands 
doing most of the pigskin-

Hvder s*'d Sands had been 
called "the franchise in 
Moultrie. .

In their last outing, the 
Packers lost a 
to Westover in Albany 
ffiV  ̂

^K’^GrifOths dub 
beat Monroe (Albany) 31-27 
in its season opener.

Hyder said his team wa 
relatively injury-free going 
into this week’s game.







her w
ith a gift of silver. Valdosta’s Blair 

Top Pass-Catcher
Bv ELLWOOD MOYER 

Region 1-AAAA Statistician
Valdosta High School’s 

Fredrick Blair is the new 
leader among Region 1- 
AAAA pass receivers with a 
52-yard performance on four 
catches against Thomasville. 
Last week’s leader, Steve 
Player of Lowndes dropped to 
third place.

Chuck DeVane of Lowndes 
held his lead among 1-AAAA 
passers with a mark of 28 
completions for 375 yards. 
Valdosta’s John Lastinger 
ranks second and took honors 
for last week as he completed 
10 passes for 123 yards.

Eddie Ford of Crisp County 
(Cordele) took over the 
rushing lead from Tyrone 
Sands of Colquitt County 
(Moultrie) with a 180-yard 
game against Bainbridge. 
Sands was held to 19 yards by 
Dougherty, but remains in 
the second position. Ken 
Hobby of Tift County (Tifton) 
moved into third place with a

rushing

1. Ford, Crisp
2. Sands, Colquitt
3. Hobby, Tift
4. James, Dougherty
5. Robinson, Central
6. S. Thomas, Lowndes
7. Kavouklls, Thomasville
8. Morris, Tift
9. Clark, Thomasville

10. Smiley, Bainbridge
11. King, Valdosta
12. Armster, Central
13. Franklin, Dougherty
14. Acree, Colquitt
15. Walker, Bainbridge
16. Hand, Tift
17. Wheeler, Thomasville
18. Bryant, Westover
19. Laster, Westover
20. McElroy, Lowndes
21. Roe, Valdosta
22. Lastinger, Valdosta
24. Gaskins, Valdosta
27. Johnson, Valdosta
35. Frazier, Valdosta
43. Jones, Lowndes

PASSING
AH.

1. DeVane, Lowndes
2. Lastinger, Valdosta
3. Norman, Dougherty
4. Mock, Colquitt

5. Mock, Colquitt
6. Whatley, Westover
7. Carter, Central
8. Lightle, Albany
9. E. Thomas, Lowndes

10. Hobby, Tift
11. Whitehead, Tift
13. Musslewhlte, Crisp
14. Biggies, Bainbridge
15. Bond, Valdosta
16. Sherrod, Central
17. Chastain, Thomasville

65
38

33
36

29
35
31
22
39

36 
15
18
12
34
22 
18
21
18 
12
11
5

265 
299 
239
217
207 
200
161
199 
152 
137
136 
118
116 
116
114 
114
93 
91
90 
86
81

6.97 
5.51 
7.24 
6.03 
5.04
5.88 
5.55

4.75 
6.23 
3.48
4.72 
3.22 
7.73 
6.33
9.50 
2.74

57

17

5.00
4.10
4.50
6.00
5.18
5.60

108-yard game 
Lowndes.

against

Tift County is 
rushing team and

the top 
the top

team against the rush in the 
region. Lowndes tops 1-AAAA 
in passing, while Valdosta is 
tops in pass defense.

3
li Bond, Valdosta 2
15 ^'OTnTeScEPTIONS^

67
64
61 o

\ Ref.
i Arrlnoton, Thomasville
2 Strickland, Thomasville
3 . Eason, Central

Kicks Yards
3881. Gordon, Valdosta

2. Thompson, Tift
3 Norman, Dougherty
4. Barbee, Colquitt
5. Stokes, Lowxles
6. Close, Bainbridge
7. voyles, Central
8. Musselwhite, Crisp
9. Chastain, Thomasville

10

11
10

8
12
16

528 
509
394 
353
408 
262 
380 
430
597

2
2

Av®.
38.80 
37.71 
36.57 
35.81 
35.30 
34.00 
32.75 
31.67 
28.67 
28.42

60 
50 
51 
20
18

FREDRICK BLAIR 
Leading Receiver

Comp. 
99 
45 
49 
52 
18

Gain TcTs
28
20
15
18
10

24
57

5
18
16
21

7
12

3

5

14

8
7
3
6
6

375 
328 
282
269 
161 
124 
119 
116
114 
113
113

85 
84 
77

70

2 
2
5 
3

0 
0 
0

0

0

0

1. James, Dougherty
2. Thomas, Valdosta 
l»oyT 'Cowndes

5. Cedric Jones, Lowndes
6. Williams, Albany
7 TerrV’ KICK-OFF RETURNS

1. C. Sanko, Westover
2. Terry, Tift
3. D. Williams, Albany
4. Blakely, Dougherty
5. Anderson, Monroe _ 

RUSHING DEFENSE

* 1476
9

10

3
6
6

128 
79 
75
48

30

Ret Yds.
5

3

6. Dougherty

97
95

80

7. Bainbridge
8. Central
9. Lowndes

10. Westover
11. Monroe
12. Albany

TEAM

95 450 150.00
120 416. 138.67
95 376 125.33
97 293 97 67

102 274 91 33
88 189 63.00

78 7 2.33
PASSING

Game

1. Blair, Valdosta
2. Anderson, Monroe
3. Player, Lowndes
4. Terry, Tift
5. Rush, Dougherty
6. Chuck Jones, Lowndes
7. Smith, Valdosta
8. Wlsham, Colquitt
9. Anderson, Central

10. Jenkins, Albany
11. Brown, Colquitt
12. Edwards, Lowndes

CATCHES 
Catches Yards Td's

13
9 

12
10 
7
5
5

5
6
6
3

224 
223
218 
182 
154 
142 
102

97 
95 
91
87 
84

0 
3
3

2

0 
0
0 
0

1. Tift
2. Lowndes
3. Thomasville
4. Crisp
5. Valdosta
6. Westover
7. Dougherty
8. Albany
9. Colquitt

10. Central
11. Bainbridge
12. Monroe

Play Game 
Net Avg. Av®.

104 1.12
238 
250
279 
292 
327
368 
404
425 
634 
648
643

2.31
3.05
2.93
2.63
3.99
2.90
3.64
4.52
5.07
5.94

TEAM RUSHING

l.TIH
2. Valdosta
3. Thomasville
4. Crisp
5. Colquitt

Carries Net
113
108
126
121
135

VHS-Tift Tickets
To Be Sold Here

34.67
79.33
83.33
93.00
97.33

109.00
122.67
134.67
141.67
211.33
216.00
214.33

Game Av®.
625 
537 
535 
472 
470

308.33 
179.00 
178.33 
157.33 
156.67

1. Lowndes
2. Valdosta
3. Monroe
4. Dougherty
5. Tift
6. Bainbridge
7. Colquitt
8. Central
9. Albany

10. Westover
11. Crisp

AH. Comp. Gain Av®.
" - — 179.0079

61
51
37
50
31
42
60
36 
22
20

35
23
21

18

13

17 
9
8

537 
405
359 
282
226 
224
213 
191
154

135.00
119.67

94.00
75.33
74.67
71.00
63.67
51.33

12. Thomasville 
PASSING DEFENSE

1. Valdosta
2. Lowndes
3. Monroe
4. Westover
5. Central
6. Crisp
7. TIH
8. Bainbridge
9. Dougherty

10. Thomasville
11. Albany
12. Colquitt

122
99

40.67
33 00

Game
AH. Comp. Gain Av®.

26 7 61
36
22
37
31
43 
83
38 
45
68
57
56

12
10
10
10
16
25
15
19
23
27
27

128 
133 
148
193 
& 

277 
296 
334
364 
481

20 33 
42.67
44.33
49.33
64.33
87 00
92.00
92 33
98 67

111.33 
121 33
160.33

By Times Staff Writer
Valdosta City School System Finance Director Jack 

Kent has announced that 2,900 reserved seat tickets are to 
be available here for Friday night’s Valdosta-Tift County 
high school football game in Tifton.

Kent said 1,000 student tickets are also available along 
with 1,000 general admission seats. The reserved seats are 
$3, the student tickets are $1.25 and the general admission 
seats are $2.25.

If any general admission seats are left the day of the 
game, Kent said they would be sold at the gate for $2.50.

Kent said student tickets would be available at Valdosta 
High School Monday and Tuesday. Also on those days, 
members of the VHS football team and of the VHS band 
would be able to purchase reserved seat tickets for their 
parents.

On Wednesday, tickets are to be on sale at the old VHS 
Band Room on Slater St. from 8-11 a.m. for Valdosta 
Touchdown Club members. From 11 a.m. until 5 p.m 
tickets are to be available at the same location for 
Valdosta season ticket-holders.

If any tickets are left, they are to be on sale at Barnes 
Drug Store in Brookwood Plaza Thursday.
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^i^^Sest Winn
Valdosta High^ wildcats 

sive muscle and produced thp 

years. the past 17
The Wildcats, who have 

managed 149 wins against 29 
feT tW° ““between 
**80-77, have averaged 27 2 
P^8?®^®"1*on offense. ’ 
O J? ‘ com bines well with an 
8 04 per game allowance on 
defense.

Thomasville High has

averaged 26.93 noints n«~ 
game on defense since it 
joined the region in 1970. That 
has enabled the Bulldogs to 
^Annfh ^^ 8 63'14'3 reeord

Another regular winner has

120-54-6 worksheet. The 
ackers have averaged 20 39P«>nts per game on® offense 
nt8^^ an av«a£ of 
defense°,ntS Pef game °n

Crisp County (23-56-1) 
Monroe (35-59-4) 
“inbrid9e (17 58-5) 
Westover (11-44-5)

Wayne County (11.9-O) 
h?01^96 (43 31 4) 
Ware County (3-17 0) 
^&^)’0’

OTHERS

ers

Teams < Wo rv Lost-Ties) 
Valdosta (149 29-2) 
Thomasville (63-14 3) 
Moultrie (120 54 6) 
Thomasville Central (17-20 3) 
Albany (92 82 6) 
Tift County (59 59 2) 
Lowndes (42 56 2) 
Dougherty (62 75-3)

TEAM SCORING

A^, S a 100k at Reg>on 1- 
AAA teams since i960 ac- 
=?^,n® to Region 1-AAA 
stahscian Ellwood Moyer:

Games 
180
80 

180
40 

180 
120 
100
140

Pts. 
4,898 
2,155 
3,671 

634 
2,694 
1,681 
1,378 
1,859

Avg. 
27.21 
26.93 
20.39 
15.85

Teams (Won-Lost-Ties)
Valdosta (149-29-2)
Thomas vil Ie (63-14-3)
Moultrie (120-54-6)
Albany (92-82 6)
Tift County (59-59-2)
Thomasville Central (17-20-31
Dougherty (62-75-3)
Lowndes (42-56 2)
Monroe (35:59-4)
S,sPCountV (23-56-1)
Westover (11-44-5)
Bainbridge (17-58-5)

OPPONENTS SCORING

14.01
13.78
13.28

LaGrange (43 31-4) 
Wayne County (11-9-0) 
Ware County (3-17-0) 
Coffee County (1-19-0) 
Totals (7 48-682-46)

OTHERS

80
98
80
60

1,026
1,255

846
417

12 83 
12.81 
to SB
6 9$

20 339 16 9$
78 1.136 UM
20 169 8 45
20 124 6 X1476 24.282 16,4$

Games F>n. A v^
’80 1477 804
80 855 Id 69

180 2,081 11.56
180 2346 13CH
120 1.664 13 3640 572 *430

14) 2.193 15.66
100 1.749 17.49
98 2.092 21.35
80 1.745 21.81
60 1394 23 23
80 1,916 23.95

78 932 *1 95
20 281 1405
20 572 28.60
20 581 29 05

1445 22,422 15.19

Lowndes Is 8th Vai-

’Cats Remain On Top
ATLANTA (AP) The

Hogansville Greehwaves fell
from their perch near the top 
of the Class A Georgia high 
school football standings this 
week after ‘ 'twice-defeated
Brookstone turned on the
Greenwaves 
them 24-7.

and maimed

Other teams in The
Associated Press prep 
standings also suffered in this 
week's poll, although the 
leaders remained the same — 
Valdosta in Class AAAA, 
Waycross in AAA, Commerce 
in AA and Savannah Country 
Day in A.

The Lowndes Vikings had 
advanced through the Class 
AAAA ranks to fourth place 
by last week only to be hit 
from left field by unheralded 
Tift County last weekend, 18­
7. Lowndes’ loss knocked the 
Vikings down to No. 8 this 
week and brought Tift from 
nowhere to No. 6.

In other changes in Class 
AAAA, Southwest DeKalb, 
ranked high early in the 

L--------- —----------

season, dropped from sight 
after its 15-13 loss to Tucker. 
And previously unbeaten 
Marietta dropped a game to 
Walton 3-0 to fall from fifth to 
ninth.

Otherwise, it was business 
as usual in AAAA with 
Valdosta at the top and 
Warner Robins and Cedar 
Shoals tied for second. 
Behind them were Lakeside, 
Benedictine and Northside- 
Warner Robins.

Here is a 11st of the top 10 football teems In 
each classification of Georgia high school 
football, their records and voting points 
received from members of The Associated 
Press board. Other schools nominated 
fol low each list.

Class AAAA
1. Valdosta, 3-0,118
2. Cedar Shoals, 4-0,97 
Warner Robins, 3-0,97 

3. Lakeside, 3-0,62
4. Benedictine, 2-0,55
5. Northside-W.R.,3-0,51
6. Tift County, 34), 29
7. Jonesboro, 3-0,24
8. Lowndes, 2-1,23
9. Marietta, 3-1,19

10. Stephens Co. , 4-0,15
Also nominated: Westside-Aug., 3-0; 

Hardaway, 3-0; Clarke Central, 3-1, 
Newnan, 2-1; Forsyth Co., 4-0, Fayette Co., 
3-0; Glynn Acad., 3-0; Thomasville, 2-1, 
Central-Macon, 1-1; Dunwoody, 4-0; S.W. 
DeKalb, 11-1; Laney, 3-0; Norths Ide-Ah, 0-

3-1; Peachtree, 3-0.
Class AAA

1. Waycross, 3-0,116
2. Americus, 3-0,1®
3 Mar 1st . 3-1, 92
4. Ware Co., 4-0,76
5. Lithonia, 3-0, S3
6. Dalton, 3 1,47
7. Gainesville, 2 1,37
8. Swainsboro. 2 1,30
9. Peach Co., 2-0,22

10. Glenn Hills, 2-0,11
Also nominated: Avondale, 2 1. 

Southwest-Atlanta 2-1; Perry. 1-2. Thom­
son, 2-0; La Fayette, 4-0; Troup, 3-0; Jones 
CO., 2-0; North Hall, 3-0.

1. Commerce, 4-0,107
2. Claxton, 4-0,97
3. East Rome, 3-0,96
4. Lincoln Co., 3-0,79
5. Jefferson, 4-0,69
6. Mitchell Co., 3-0,56
7. Mary Persons, 30,48
8. North Springs, 3-0,37
9. Morgan Co., 4 0, 27

10. R.E. Lee, 2-2, 9
Also nominated: Cedar Grove - 

Bleckley Co , 3 0; Harlem, 3-0, Jackson, i 
1; Pelham, 3-0, Manchester, 3-0; Carter 
sville, 1-2; Darlington, 3-0, and Greene Co., 
3-1.

Cass A
l.Sav. C.D.,3-0, 111
2. Warren Co., 2-0,104
3. Gordon Lee, 4-0,83
Johnson Co . 3-0,83

4. Treutlen, 4-0,64
5. Pacelli,3-0, 56
6. E.GI., 3-0, 32
7. Hogansville, 2-1,30
8. Ga. Mil. Col., 3-0,17
9. CharNon Co., 2-1,11
Mt. Zion, 3-1.11

10. Clinch Co., 2-1,10
Dacula, 3-0,10



Students And Teachers At Lowndes High, Valdosta High, Indulge In 50s, Country Days

LHS, VHS Enjoy
By Times Staff Writer

Tacky Day. T-Shirt Day. 
Plowboy Day. City Slicker 
Day.

Students at Valdosta High 
and Lowndes High geared up 
for their biggest football 
game of the year, tonight’s 
annual clash between the city 
and county high schools, with 
a week of antics.

Each day this week was 
designated a crazy day at 
both schools, when students 
dress like farmers or city 
slickers, 1%0’s teenagers, or 
in wild T-shirts.

The festive mood carried 
into Thursday night with 
spirited pep rallies.

Between the student 
bodies, said VHS band 
director Mike Chapman, the

rivalry remains friendly.
“The students are very 

definitely excited,” Chapman 
said, “It’s like this every 
year, regardless of the 
records of the two teams.

“We could be winning 7-0 
and Lowndes losing 0-7 or 
vice versa, and it wouldn’t 
take away from the ex­
citement of the game.”

Did VHS’ Wildcat victory 
over Tifton last Friday 
dampen the spirits of 
Lowndes Vikings?

“No. We want to see 
Valdosta win every game, 
except one,” said LCHS 
principal Carlton Adams.

“There’s a lot of suspense 
in the air and the students are 
very hopeful.”

On Thursday night, LCHS

Week
band had an annual bonfire to 
rev up the students.

Today is when the ex­
citement was thick enough to 
cut with a knife.

“It starts our kind of slow 
on Monday,” Adams said, 
“and builds up during the 
week. By Friday, things 
really get going.”

At LCHS, Monday was Sock 
and Hat Day; Tuesday, 
Tacky Day; Wednesday, 
1950’s Day; Thursday, Day of 
Mourning and Friday, 
Plowboy Day.

At VHS, Monday was Black 
and Gold Day (school 
colors); Tuesday, Hats and 
Boots Day; Wednesday, City 
Slicker Day; Thursday, 
Overalls Day and Friday, T- 
Shirt Day.

Proposal Writing Conference
TIFTON — Tne Committee for the Humanities in 

Georgia is to conduct a proposal writing conference at the 
Rural Development Center here on Oct. 31, according to 
an announcement.

It is to be from 10 a m.-3:30 p.m. and is open to the 
public at no charge.

The conference is designed for persons who have no 
experience in porposal writing as well as experienced 
writers, said a news release.

The conference is to also explain the committee’s 
guidelines for grants, for proposal preparation and 
submission..
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Difference
Of Opinion

With the long-waited 
showdown between the 
county’s two excellent 
football teams drawing near, 
supporters of the Lowndes 
Vikings and Valdosta 
Wildcats are getting more 
and more excited. The Vikes 
beat the ‘Cats for the first 
time ever last season, and 
LHS fans haven’t let 
Valdostans forget it. The sign 
above is stretched down a 
hallway at Lowndes High, 
indicating the Vikings en­
joyed last year so much they 
want to do it again. But 
another sign (at right), 
adoJWig the carport at th*? 
r.^u<’Mf<3hi avid Wildcat 
CjHh^r tr message across 
that Valdostans have a dif­
ferent idea. Both schools will 
get even more “fired up” 
tonight with giant pep rallies 
planned. The big game, 
which is a sellout, gets un­
derway Friday at 8 p.m. at 
Cleveland Field. — Times 
Staff Photos by Robert 
W’inter III.

t-

■ ' * .





gift of silver.

Wilson Says 
’Cats Ready 
For Vikings

By MIKECHASON
Joe Wilson played football 

for Valdosta High School for 
four years, he coached 
football at Valdosta High 
School for 14 years and now 
he’s going to try to beat 
Valdosta High School on the 
football field for the second 
year in a row.

And Wilson, the Lowndes 
High School football coach, 
says his old alma mater is 
going to be more ready than it 
has ever been for a football 
game.

“Valdosta is going to be 
higher for this game than any 
Valdosta team has ever 
been,” Wilson said Tuesday. 
“Valdosta’s going to be more 
ready to play football than at 
any other time in the school’s 
history.

“They’ve had enough of 
seven to two. All year long, 
they’ve been warming up to 
seven-two instead of one-two 
in their exercises. They’ve 
heard it until they have had 
enough of it.’’

It was by that 7-2 score that 
Wilson’s Vikings defeated 
Valdosta last season for the 
first time in the 10-year 
rivalry of the two Region 1- 
AAAA schools here.

Since that time, the 
numbers have been paraded 
at a basketball game between 
the schools, plastered on 
bumper stickers and painted 
on signs all across town. 
Even a billboard on Inter­
state-75 had the score in bold 
paint at one time.

Friday night at 8 p.m., the 
two teams meet again at 
Valdosta’s Cleveland Field. 
Last year, they played at 
Lowndes’ Martin Stadium. A 
jam-packed house of 11,600 is 
expected for the contest. The 
game was a sellout Tuesday 
morning.

“Our scouts tell us this is 
the best Valdosta team 
they’ve ever seen,’’ Wilson 
said. “I have not seen them.

"I think they have some 
attributes this year they 
didn’t have last year. One of 
their finest qualities is a 
great offensive line. This 
year’s Valdosta team seems 
to be very opportunistic. You 
give them an inch, and they 
take a mile.

“They’re certainly 
deserving of the number one 
ranking.’’

Valdosta is ranked in the 
top position in today’s 
Associated Press Doll for the

seventh consecutive week. 
The Wildcats are 6-0. 
Lowndes, 5-1, is rated sixth.

Although he quickly tabbed 
Valdosta a better team than 
the one his team beat at this 
point in the season a year 
ago, Wilson isn’t ready to 
compare this year’s Vikings 
with last season.

“It would be pretty hard for 
us to say we’re putting a 
better team on the field than 
last year,” Wilson said. 
“That team last year won this 
game. They have their win. 
This bunch has to earn 
their’s.

“This is a very prestigious 
game. We’re playing the 
number one team in the state. 
They have a fine-coached 
team. They’ve got a great 
momentum and a great 
program going for them.

“Lightning doesn’t strike 
twice in the same place.”

Unlike Valdosta Coach 
Nick Hyder, Wilson plays up 
the fact the game is a non­
subregion bout. Valdosta is in 
the north subregion of 1- 
AAAA, and Lowndes is in 1- 
AAAA (South).

Both teams are 3-0 against 
subregion foes and could 
virtually wrap up postseason 
playoff spots with wins next 
week. Valdosta travels to 
Monroe (Albany), and 
Lowndes hosts Bainbridge.

“The thing that concerns 
me the most is that you get 
these kids and this com­
munity so fired up over a 
ballgame that don’t really 
amount to a hill of beans as 
far as what your goal is,” 
Wilson said. ‘

“Your goal is to get into the 
playoffs. Here you are getting 
so sky high, you lose sight of 
what your goals are. Then 
you go out and lose to a 
Bainbridge and get knocked 
out of the playoffs.

“We fooled around? last 
year and got them (the 
Wildcats) right, and then we 
fooled around and Crisp 
County beat us. What we’ve 
got to try to do is play a good 
football game and have a good 
time and not overextend 
ourselves so we can’t play 
against Bainbridge.”

Hyder doesn’t think that 
factor will take away from 
the game.

“That’s a mechanical 
factor, not an emotional 
™o ” Hvder said. “It’s kind

• —Timet SUH Photo by Mike Dowte

Joe Wilson Believes Valdosta Is Tired Of 7-2 Score
of like a sidelight to the main 
attraction.”

Like Hyder, Wilson ad­
mitted there were some ideas 
he had not used in a game 
However, he denied the 
theory he was saving them 
for Valdosta.

“We have not run some 
stuff, but we weren’t saving it 
for a particular game,” 
Wilson said. “We haven’t 
done some things because we 
thought we could do 
something a little better.

“We’re going to do the 
things they let us do which 
isn’t going to be very much.”

The Valdosta defense has 
given up only 21 points this 
season. The Viking defense is 
second-best in the league with 
only 30 points scored against

Middle guard Adam Reese 
tackle Keith Hitchcock and 
linebacker Ronnie Adkins

have had a lot to do with that. 
Wilson said Adkins was not 
held out of last week’s 
Westover game just to save 
him for Valdosta.

“We held Adkins out 
because he was injured,” 
Wilson said. “If he’s not in 
any better shape this Friday 
night, we’ll hold him out 
again. We’re not going to play 
a kid who’s injured, not even 
if we’re playing the Oakland 
Raiders.

“I did that one time and my 
son (Jody) has three scars on 
his knee.”

The younger Wilson had to 
have an operation on his knee 
after playing while it was 
hurt part of last season.
A^e Lowndes coach said 
Adkins had a bone bruise in a 
location he didn’t disclose 
because “some people will 
want to take shots at it 
maybe not this week but the 
following week.” Wilson said 
ms starting lineup would be 
basically intact Friday night

for the first time in weeks. 
Sophomore halfback Cedric 
Jones saw brief action last 
week, and multi-purpose 
offensive back Eric Thomas 
returned to fulltime duty.

Both are cogs in a Lowndes 
offense which also features 
junior quarterback Chuck 
DeVane, sophomore flanker 
Steve Player, senior fullback 
Steve Thomas, senior half­
back Robin McElroy and 
senior tight end Chuck Jones.

Lowndes has averaged 21.8 
points a game this year.

Because he was once a 
Wildcat himself, does Friday 
night’s game carry any extra 
significance to Wilson?

, “Most certainly,” he said. 
“Since it is the crosstown 
rivalry, it means more than 
some others. But it is not as 
important to our school, our 
program and our fans as that 
one next week.

“This school has never 
been in the playoffs. That 
would be a great thing.”





GameWasAntiTCl^

Power Failure Stole The Show 
_ both teams filled w uoward into n t

By RICK ROUNTREE
Central casting m 

Hollywood couldn’t have 
offered a more ominous 
looking day as a Pjeyiew to 
Friday night s Valdosta 
Lowndes matchup.

Photos By Mike Dowse And Robert Winter HI

Happiness: A Wildcat Victory & A PhilNiekro Autograph

Dark, thick clouds hanging 
heavy built up throughout the 
day, much the same as the 
tension for the game had all
week.

It was the darkened sky 
and uneasy tension that found

stands for both teams 
Ind poised a “ 
all thought would be the star
°fTheSteady breeze did little 
to relieve the muggy night 
which nobody could realize

Many gazed uPwa^d '"‘° 
the sky over Cleveland Field, 
worried that any advantage 
the Wildcats might take into 
the affair could be lost to
showers.

But in the end it was the 
trappings of technology that 
provided the night’s strongest 
tension.

It was Georgia Power Co. 
thrown into the role of villain 
(though unjustly) for more 
than 45 minutes as power 
crews worked frantically 
against the most untimely 
malfunction of the year.

A shorted out line flickered 
graphically from the south­
west corner of the stadium 
while fans watched 8 pm. 
come and go in a dimly lit 
setting. And in the end it was 
the lights which drew more 
comments than the game.

Revenge was the emotional 
key to the game more than 
one Valdosta fan said before 
the kickoff.

Remembering well the 
shocking loss at Martin 
Stadium last year, more than 
one fan spoke almost in 
reverence of Death Valley 
and how it got it’s name.

“Valdosta will win this one 
because they’re supposed to, 
because they have to,” said 
one woman from the end zone 
fence.

Once the game started one 
VHS student said there 
wasn’t the tension of the year 
before. It was almost a blind 
determination, the student 
said, to right a wrong.

“All they’ve said in school 
this week is ‘once but no 
more.’ Last year was Martin

’s here.”
It wasn’t long into the first

quarter before the remark 
started to come true.

An early safety for 
Valdosta’s first points 
brought comments of last 
year in which a safety was 
the best the Wildcats could 
muster.

And as Valdosta moved into 
command of the game, the 
rain came and 11.000 um­
brellas popped open and into 
place.

“We hoped it would rain 
more...maybe that would 
have evened things out 
more,” said one Lowndes fan 
leaving the game.

But by the time the rain had 
fallen and a cool breeze 
moved in, the game seemed 
to move into a pattern where 
it would stay.

“Frankly 1 was disap­
pointed in Lowndes’ defen­
se,” said Alton Jones “I’d 
read so much about them . it 
just wasn’t their night at all.”

Two Lowndes students 
talked about getting the key 

• breaks as they left following 
the game.

“They got ail the breaks. 
They outplayed us but they 
got all the breaks, too.”

“Any other night we could 
have played them a better 

said the othergame,” 
student.

“There 
question 
Valdosta

never was any 
tonight.” said a 

fan standing at his
seat following the game.

•'It was a great game to 
watch 1 just wish I’d had 
more light to w atch it in.
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Valdosta’s First, 
Lowndes Is Sixth

The
Georgia high school Class ? 
Top 10 was a tossed salad 
again this week after six of 
the teams — including the top

lost their weekend
games. w

Savannah Country Day, 
having done penance by 
dropping to third place for a 
week, is back on top of Class 
A in the Associated Press poll 
after a tough 14-13 victory 
over subregion rival Johnson 
County.

In the other classes, East 
Rome slipped past Com­
merce to take first place in 
AA and Waycross still leads 
AAA after whipping Berrien 
32-0. Valdosta defeated No. 4 
Tift County 35-7 to hold the 
high ground in AAAA.

Gordon Lee, which held 
Class A’s. first place for a 
week, lost to AAA No. 8 
LaFayette 35-17 and dropped 
to a second-place tie with 
Georgia Military College. 
GMC rose from fifth place to 
its new spot by slaughtering 
Social Circle 56-0.

The Warren County Devils, 
formerly No. 2, also suffered 
for playing out of their league 
when Class AA Mary Persons 
pounded them 28-7. The loss 
dropped the Devils to sixth in 
Chariton County in fourth 
last week, lost to Baker 
County, Fla 9-0 and fel to 
eighth nlace. H” l,a’

5

gibe WMta PaUa SiW
SPORTS

previously tied for sixth, was 
splattered 49-0 by Athens 
Academy and disappeared 
from thestandings.

The Class AAA top 10, in 
contrast, is apparently 
crystalizing. Only two 
standing changes were made 
this week and three last 
week, with no membership 
changes. Last week, only 
three additional teams were 
even nominated for the top 10, 
and this week only one, 
Dalton, was nominated 
without being included.

The first five again this 
week are Waycross, 
Americus, Marist, Cedar­
town and Gainesville.

Here are the Top 10 teams in each 
classification of Georgia high school foot 
balI, their records and the voting points they 
received from the AP board of sport­
swriters and broadcasters. Other teams 
nominated this week follow each list.

Class AAAA
1. Valdosta, 6-0,119
2. Cedar Shoals, 6-0,98
3. Northside-Warner Robins, 6-0,91
4. Benedictine, 6-0, 82
5. Stephens Co., 6-0,64
6. Lowndes, SI,46
7. Tift Co., 51,28
8. Westside Aug, 6-0,24
9. Lakeside, 4-1,22

10. Marietta, 5 1,16
S.W. DeKalb, 4-11,16 
Warner Robins, 4-1,16 .
Also nominated: Newnan. SI; Laney, 5-0,

Clarke Central, 4-1; Fayette 
Savannah, 50, and Kendrick. 4-2.

Class AAA
1. Waycross. 6-0,116
2. Americus, 50,105
3 Marist, 7-0, 98
4. Cedartown, 50-1,77 •
5. Gainesville, 51,60
6. Glenn Hills, 50,55
7 WareCo.,51,46 -
8 LaFayette, 6-0, 38
9. Swainsboro, 4 1,37
10. Lithonia, 51.25
Also nominated: Dalton, 51.

Class AA
i. East Rome, 6-0,108
2. Commerce, 6-0,106
3. Claxton, 7-0,83
4. Lincoln Co., 6 0, 79
5 Mitchell Co ,6-0,68
6 Mary Persons, 6 0,64
7 Jefferson, 7-0,63
8 Harlem, 6-0,22
9 R E Lee, 4-2,19

CO. 5-1

10. North Springs, 51,11 __
Also nominated: Morgan Co., 6-1.- Cedar 

Grove, 6-0; Cartersville. 4-2, Bleckley Co., 
6-0, Taylor Co., 6-0, and Pelham. 50.

Class A
1 Sav. C D , 51,109
2. Ga. Mil. Col., 50,93
Gordon Lee, 6-1,93
4. Emanuel Co. Inst ,51,68 i<
5. Hogansville, 4-1,60
6. Warren Co., 3-1-1,50
7. Miller CO., 5-1,41
8. Charlton Co., 4-2,39
9. Johnson Co., 4-2,36
10 Treutlen, 5-1, 19
Also nominated: Trion, 4-2; Fetovcod. 4 

0-1. Unadilla, 4-1-1; Clinch Co., 4-2; Buford, 
4-2; Dacula, 5 1, Brookstone, 3-3; Green 
vil Ie, 3 2 Land Athens Acad 3-2-L
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Not A Seat Available
For Vike-Wildcat Game

By Times Staff Writer
Tickets...everybody wants one and not 

everybody can find one.
A seat to the Valdosta-Lowndes high school 

football game here Friday night has become 
the hottest commodity on the market. It was 
announced by both schools Tuesday morning 
that the 8 p.m. game at Cleveland Field is a 
complete sellout.

That leaves some fans out in the cold, 
including some Lowndes season ticket­
holders.

“It’s hard to take seventeen-hundred 
tickets and stretch it into four-thousand,” 
Lowndes Coach Joe Wilson said Tuesday. 
“Any way you do it, you’re wrong.

“We’ve got better than twenty-six hundred 
season ticket-holders. We had seventeen­
hundred reserved seats. So figure that out. 
We had the head of our math department 
trying to make it work and even with the new 
math, he can’t do it,” Wilson said in a 
tongue-in-cheek manner.

Valdosta City School System Finance 
Director Jack Kent announced Saturday

ahat 3,414 tickets had been sent to Lowndes. 
Of that allocation, 1,714 were reserved seats, 
700 were student tickets and 1,000 were 
general admission seats.

Kent said Tuesday that about 10,600 tickets 
have been sold for the game. He said the rest 
of the space in the 11,232 seat stadium is to be 
taken up by the bands of the two schools, 
school officials and teachers.

Counting the visiting coaches and officials 
who have Georgia High School Association 
passes, the press box crew and other 
r ^ a the game’ Kent figures the most 
the stadium could hold is 11,600

But that doesn’t solve Wilson’s problem.
Every one of our touchdown club 

members that signed up for tickets got 
tickets with the exception of one or two 
^°®e names we misplaced,” Wilson said 
them We ^ trying t0 SCrape up some for

1 reiterate...there’s no way to get 
seventeen-hundred tickets and make four 
thousand out of them.’’
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—Times Staff Photo.

Chuck DeVane Faced This Kind Of Pressure All Night Long

LHS Coach Credits
Valdosta Defense

By MIKE HAGOOD
Coach Joe Wilson of 

Lowndes High School 
predicts “better days”, but 
Friday the thirteenth in 
October ’78 will be remem­
bered as a very unlucky night 
for the Vikings.

After much hoopla and 
ballyhoo, the kind of game 
most Lowndes fans were 
hoping for never materialized 
at Cleveland Field Friday 
night.

The now 5-2 Vikings fell to 
Valdosta 22-0 in the annual 
matchup of the cross-country 
rivals.

“A great defense took our 
offense away” Wilson said. 
“We just didn’t take ad­
vantage of our op­
portunities.”

Last year, Lowndes 
defeated Valdosta in a 
historic win for Wilson. 
Safety Bill Schreffler 
returned an interception of a 
Buck Belue pass 80 yards for 
the game’s only touchdown in 
a 7-2 LHS win.

This year, Schreffler and 
the Lowndes defense were 
unable to stop the Valdosta 
offense.

“We couldn’t keep our 
defense off the field” said. 
Wilson.

When the Lowndes defense 
led by Hal Sprenkle and 
Ronnie Adkins, stopped 
Valdosta on its first 
possession, momentum 
appeared to be in the Vikings’ 
favor.

Lowndes threatened early 
after Robin McElroy set up a 
scoring opportunity with an 
outstanding punt return, but 
a Steve Thomas fumble 
returned the ball to Valdosta 
and the Vikings were not a 
genuine threat to score again

“A better football team

beat us tonight” said 
Wilson.” We did come back 
some in the second half, but 
not enough.

“They handled us at the 
line of scrimmage offensively 
and defensively. They’ve got 
a big, powerful offensive 
line.”

When asked if it seemed 
that Valdosta was cutting 
down the Lowndes defensive 
ends with regularity, Wilson 
said “yes, cutting them down 
or running right over them. 
They’ve got some big *ole 
tackles.”

The Lowndes defense had 
its problems with Valdosta 
quarterback John Lastinger.

“He’s got a good, quick 
release like everybody has 
said. We just couldn’t put the 
pressure on him, although 
Adam (Reese) got to him a 
time or two,” Wilson said.

The home side lights at 
Cleveland Field were 
inoperative for the game 
Wilson felt that the 45-minute 
delay did not affect his

team’s performance.
Before the game, Wilson 

commented that the light 
problem “might take a little 
of the Christmas out of it (the 
game).”

Wilson also predicted that 
“they ought to be more fired 
up than us, they probably 
want it more.”

“This is more than a 
ballgame. You can look 
around you and tell that.”

Star LHS tackle Keith 
Hitchcock suffered a knee 
injury in the game.

“They’re taking him to the 
hospital after the game. We 
don’t know how bad it is” said 
Wilson.
, Looking ahead, Wilson said 
“our job now is to get them 
ready to play Bainbridge. 
I’ve said all along that that 
was the must game.”

With a victory over 
Bainbridge Friday at Martin 
Stadium, Lowndes can clinch 
its first playoff spot in the 
school’s history.



ByMIKECHASON
BAINBRIDGE - M’ller 

Shealy has a problem. It snot 
an uncommon one. In tact, 
eight other teams have had 
the same problem this

Not one has solved it.
But Shealy has hope his 

Bainbridge High School 
football team can be the first 
to find an answer as to how to 
defeat the number one-ratea, 
undefeated Va Ld 2«^ 
Wildcats at Cleveland Field 
in Valdosta Friday.

“We’re going over there to 
win,” Shealy said “We’ve 
got to try to think like that 
anyway.”

Shealy had that same 
intention last week when his 
Bearcats visited Valdosta for 
a bout with Lowndes. 
Bainbridge came away with a 
27-12 licking on its 4-4 season 
record.

“If Valdosta would give us 
the same breaks Lowndes 
gave us last week, it would

sure help,” Shealy said But 
I don’t think they re going to 
do that. I think Valdosta is 
much better than Lowndes.

“With all the breaks,h„^ 
had. we should have won that 
game last week. We had our 
chance but we just couldn t
do it.”

ttf^rT “Ta
AAAA) by 11,6 ’’“'iT'teS 
who cover the 12 league 
schools last season. He 
turned the Bearcats from a 
winless team in 1976 to a 5-5 
club in 1977.

Now that Lowndes has 
dashed all P^0”^^® ■ 
the Bearcats, Shealy 
aiming for at least that 
break-even season again.

Bainbridge hosts Westover 
(Albany) in its last game ot 
the season.

But that’s next week. 
Shealy’s concern at the 
present are the 8-0 Wildcats,

j obvious
B^’Vnbilitv of Valdosta to physical abihty ot has

deal with, Shealy s^ aimosl 
^nWl^ turf of Cleveland 
Fteld a Place the Wildcats 
haven’t lost at in two years.

“Playing at home is an 
advantage for .^od^ 
chpalv said. ^ut ^ 
Valdosta, it’s even more°f an 
advantage. They ve got that 
bia crowd and when they get T going, th., bandwagon 
really starts rolling.

“Once they get started, it 
makes you feel like going off 
and hiding somewhere. It 
looks like the whole town is 
there behind them.

“But all that didn t just 
come. A lot of hard work has 
gone into that program^ 
That’s just an example ot 
what hard work can do for
you

,he nmth ^ which
allowed only three 
touchdowns all s®as0"„ cats 

Defensively, his Bearcats 
are sharpening their claws 
for VHS senior quarterback

try and .^ 
him,” Shealy said. “He starts 
their whole offense. But 
they’ve got some good 
running backs this year too.

“Last year all we worried 
about was the throwing. This 
year they’ve got a good 
running team too. They ve 
just got a fine football team .” 
J probable starting lineups 
for both teams follow:

VALDOSTA
Offense— ends Sam Fletcher (190, v ) or 

Willie(160 sr ) or John Bond (180, ir ), rack 
Scott Griffin (208, sr.) and Harvey Carter ?185 jr) £ Darrell Swindle (190, sr J. 
guards Andy Chapman (195 sr.) and 
f=ombv Hardin (WO. sr.), center Tony

Biased 1225, |r ), fullback William Ggum 
(175, sr) or Bobby Johnson (185, sr), 
halfbacks Ernest King 080. jr.) or Irvin 
roc (160. ir ). flanker Robert Smith (169. 
sr I quarterback JohnLastinger (185,sr.).

Defense ends Marlin Beaufort (180, sr ) 
or Kenny Evans (156. v ) and James Harris 
(ISO, sr ), tackles Carron Johnson (198, sr.) 
and Jimbo Hancock (100. jr. ), middle guard 
James Conaway (170. sr) or Damps 
Johnson (180. sr ), linebackers John Branan 
(195, sr ) or Anthony Battles (180, soph ) 
and Lynn Roberts (176. sr I cornerbacks 
Troy Thomas (175. sr.) and Rodney Gordon 
(180, sr ) or Bubba Skelton (155, sr ), 
safeties Carl Roe (180. sr.) and Nathaniel 
Caesar (180, ir) or Dante Jones (170, 
sooh )

Kicker David Reaves (195, sr.) punter 
Gordon

BAINBRIDGE
Offense ends Kenny Wilson (170. Ir.) 

and Mike Harrell (170. |r ), tackles Jimmy 
Norris (215, Jr ) and Bubba Eckenrod (245, 
sr ). guards Brian Griffin (165, (r.) and 
Mitchell Smith (180. sr.), center Gary 
Shoots (230, ir ), quarterback Kenneth 
Biggies (185, jr). halfbacks Lee Walker 
(175. sr.) and Marcus Close (170, |rj. 
fullback WHIieSmlley (200. jr ).

Defense -ends Jim Smith (200, ir ) and 
Carlton Stubbs (170. sr ). tackles BUI Brown 
(205, sr ) and Willie Johnson (215. soph.), 
nosaguard Eddie Carroll (200, sr), 
linebackers Leroy Akins (205, sr ) and Otis 
Smith (190. sr ), cornerbacks Thomas 
Howard (160, ir ) and William Douglas (170. 
srj. safeties Tim Herring (170, sr.) and 
Greg Jeter (160. ir ).

Kicker Walker, punter Close

Benson Doesn’t 
Like His Chances

By MIKE HAGOOD
ALBANY—Coach Winfred 

Benson of Monroe High 
School does not like his 
Tornadoes’ chances against 
Coach Nick Hyder’s Valdosta 
Wildcats in their 8 p.m. clash
here Friday night.

Benson echoes the sen­
timents expressed by many
coaches about to play the
state’s number one-ranked 
Class AAAA football team.

“This is not the ballclub to 
compete with Valdosta. You 
never give up, but we are just 
not as good as last year.” 
Benson said.

Benson’s 2-5 Tornadoes are 
to host the league-leading 
Wildcats in the 1-AAAA 
(North) subregion game. 
Valdosta is 7-0 and has been

ranked number one all 
season.

Benson felt that his team’s 
best shot would be to “hold 
the score down,” rather than 
win.

“To have a chance, we are 
gonna have to try to hang 
loose on defense. When you 
play a team as balanced as 
Valdosta, there is no one 
factor you can key on. If you 
key on one thing, they will kill 
you with another,” Benson 
said.

Speaking of his approach to 
the game offensively, Benson 
said “we have got to be able 
to pass the football. If we
can’t throw, we are in 
trouble. If we don’t get time 
to throw, we can hang it up. 
Throwing the football is our 
thing.”

Benson points to the loss of 
his offensive line and most of 
his defensive unit as the 
reason the Tornadoes will be 
hard pressed to compete with 
Valdosta. He said “we’re not 
the ballclub we were last 
year. We have five back on 
defense and six back on of­
fense.”

Benson feels he has at least 
, three quality ballplayers in 

fullback Gregory Prate, 
slotback Billy Anderson and 
noseguard Donald Tumblin.

He said “Pratt is one of the 
.. b?tt?5. Jj?Jka^^ in the region.

Anderson is our one 
receiver. Tumblin

good 
is a

definite college prospect. He 
has led the team in tackles on 
several occasions. ”

Earlier in the week, Hyder 
। called Tumblin “an animal in 

the middle.”
Talking about the Monroe 

season to date Benson said, 
“I though we would have 
been able to win more games. 
We haven’t been able to 
capitalize on the other teams 
mistakes. We’ve had some 
problems at Monroe High 
School. I wish I could solve 
them.

“Last week we were on the 
Bainbridge eight-yard line 
with a fourth and three. We 
passed the ball and our guy 
dropped it.”

From talking to Benson, 
one gets the feeling that his 
Tornadoes are expecting to 
be gracious hosts in Friday’s 
game. Hyder voices the 
opposite sentiment, ex­
pecting a tough, hard fought 
game.

Probable starting lineups 
follow:

MONROE
Russ®H Dawson (165, sr ) 

Oernons tackles Melvin

<»

terbackMelvin Hall (158, sr.). ' ' q03^
Defense—ends Jerome Lowery (172 v ) 

XJ^7^ (175' *r )' McKies Kelvin 
£^^wX:i .^.^^‘q Washing

(262, sr.), noseguard Donald Tumblin (192, 
sr. , linebackers Abraham Johnson (158, 
sr.) and Jeffery Bodford (165, sr ), cor 
nerbacks Kenneth Nighton (141, sr.) and

in ^^ (135, ,r )' sautes Doug Shealy 
(149, sr.) and Michael Jordan (133, sr )

VALDOSTA
Offense—ends Sam Fletcher (190 sr ) or 

Willie Hankins (167, jr.) and Fredrick Blair 
^ n00' ir b tack,« 

fH sr ) ^ Harvey Carter 
(185, ir.) or Darrell Swindle (190, sr) 
guards Andy Chapman (195, sr) and

^ ’'J'JyUback William Gaskin 
^ Bobby Johnson (IBS, sr.), 

halfbacks Ernest King (180, jr.) or Irwin

-Times Staff Photo

Benson^ ‘Must Throw Ball'
Roe (160, ir.), flanker Robert Smith (160, 
sr ), quarterback John Lastinger (185, sr.).

Defense -ends Martin Beaufort (180. sr ) 
or Kenny Evans (156, sr ) and James Harris 
(180, sr.), tackles Carroll Johnson (198, sr.) 
and Jimbo Hancock (180, jh), middle guard 
James Conaway (170, sr.) or Demps 
Johnson (180, sr.), linebackers John Branan 
(195, sr.) or Anthony Baffles (180, soph.) 
and Lynn Roberts (176, sr ), cornerbacks 
Troy Thomas (175, sr.) and Rodney Gordon 
(180, sr ) or Bubba Skelton (155, sr ), 
safeties Carl Roe (180, sr.) and Nathaniel 
Caesar (180, jr.) or Dante Jones (170, 
soph.)

Kicker David Reaves (195, sr.), punter 
Gordon.



.... :
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V.idosta High School .tudeuta elected Vera

Homecoming
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VHS Art Student 
Displays Work
At State BofE

By MARCIA McRAE
A Valdosta High School senior has her art work displayed at 

the Georgia Board of Education board room in Atlanta.
Jennifer Smith, 17, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Tom Smith Jr., 

is among several Georgia high students whose work is being 
displayed in the state education building, said a spokesman.

VHS art department head Jerry Pilcher selected Miss 
Smith’s works for the distinction. She received a certificate of 
merit and her art works may be purchased.

But she has not seen them hung.
“I was invited to go up for the presentation,” said Miss 

Smith, “but it was in the morning and with school I just had too 
much to do.”

Pilcher had her send two pieces, a pencil drawing of a gun 
and a rice paper and ink abstract design.

The gun was one of two gun drawings which ranked 
honorable mention in the annual VHS Spring Art Show, she 
said.

Guns are among her favorite subject matter, she said, ad­
ding she doesn’t really know anything about them.

“I just like to do details. Drawing is probably my favorite 
work with pencils my favorite medium and pen and ink my 
second favorite,” said Miss Smith.

She said it was through her brother Harding. 15, that she 
started drawing guns.

“He likes to hunt and has gun books. So one day I picked one 
up and got interested in drawing guns for the details.”

A New York native who has lived all but nine months of her 
life in Valdosta, Miss Smith has taken ”just about every” art 
course at VHS.

She has worked in a variety of media and has done etchings. 
She’s working in sculpture and spending a lot of her spare time 
oh it.

Her art interests are being broadened into photography.
“I like to go to the beach. I usually take my camera and get 

landscape scenes. I don’t necessarily do the drawings or 
paintings there but I get ideas for later,” said Miss Smith. She 
added she’s been interested in drawing since she was a young 
child.

Claiming she gets her art talent from her mother, Harriet 
Smith who’s an avid craftsperson, Miss Smith is eying an art 
career.

Aft^raduation she hopes to go to Queen’s College in 
Charlotte, N.C., and study art.

After getting a degree she may try commercial art or 
graphic arts, she said.

Maybe I’ll go into advertising or illustrating.” said the red- 
hTd h®z®,^yed young woman. “Right now I’m not sure.” 
v^r1SS S?lth’ .who W?s a Governor’s Honors alternate last 
«»m ’ S° *nter®8t®d ,n tennis, jogging and swimming, she saia. °
thXVciub^ * Sigma Theta S°r°rity and is a memb€r of

Valdosta Holds AAAA Top Spot
V'Trnes 0c6 W/lf JL

ATLANTA (AP) — Three 
of the four top teams held 
their No. 1 spots in The 
Associated Press’ Georgia 
high school football rankings 
this week, but AAA leader 
Waycross careened from first 
to sixth after losing 17-8 to 
Camden County.

In Class A, Savannah 
Country Day beat Episcopal

of Jacksonville, Fla., 21-6 and 
garnered nine of 12 first-place 
ballots from the AP board. 
East Rome battered 
Darlington 33-0 to keep a grip 
on the Class AA lead.

Valdosta was the 
unanimous choice for No. 1 in 
AAAA this week after 
defeating rival Lowndes 22-0 
before about 11,700 fans.

V* Times
The loss to Camden County 

was the Waycross Bulldogs’ 
first defeat in 21 consecutive 
starts.

Americus defeated tough 
Peach County 40-8 to take the 
Class AAA lead, and the 
former third-place through 
sixth-place teams — Marist, 
Cedartown, Gainesville and 
Glenn Hills — all moved up a 
notch to take up the slack this 
week.

Worth County beat AAA’s 
former No. 7 Ware County 22­
12, causing the Rams to drop 
from the standings. Dalton, 
which was knocked from the 
standings recently, defeated 
Ringgold 22-14 to take ninth 
place.

In Region 3A-I action, 
Emanuel County Institute 
edged Johnson County 14-10, 
rising from fourth to third 
place in Class A and bumping 
Johnson County from its 
ninth-place spot.

Miller County trampled 
strong Unadilla 41-0 and 
hopped from seventh place to 
fourth in Class A. Georgia 
Military College had split 
Class A No. 2 with Gordon 
Lee last week, but tied 
Louisville 6-6 Friday and 
dropped to sixth. Feldwood 
beat Buford 20-14 and placed 
tenth.

Lowndes, ranked AAAA

No. 6 last week, dropped from 
the standings after its loss to 
Valdosta. Westside-Augusta, 
fresh from a 13-7 victory over 
Evans, rose from eighth to 
sixth to replace Lowndes.

Benedictine rose one place 
to third in AAAA, swapping 
positions with Northside- 
Warner Robins, which took 
the weekend off. Trailing 
Westside was Tift County at 
seventh, followed by 
Lakeside, Marietta and 
Warner Robins.

No losses occurred in 
Class AA, but a 14-14 tie 
between 8AA-East 
powerhouses Commerce and 
Jefferson brought some 
minor changes to the top 10.

Commerce, ranked second 
last week behind East Rome, 
fell to No. 6 this week. 
Claxton, Lincoln County, 
Mitchell County and Mary 
Persons rose one place each 
into second through fifth 
place.

The standings remained 
the same behind Class A No 7 
Jefferson, with Harlem at 
eighth followed by R.E. Lee 
and North Springs.

Here are top 10 teams in the four classes 
^ Scho01 footba"- ^eir 
VOt,ng P0^* and the number 

S nominations they received 
brim TST^5 01 The Associated Press 
t^io li?t ^^ted follow each

Class AAAA
1 . Valdosta, 7-0,120(12)

2 Cedar Shoals. 7 0, 95
3 . Benedictine, 6 0. 86
4 Northside W R ,60.84
5 Stephens Co.. 7 0,61
6 Westside-Aug, 7 0,50
7 . Tift Co ,6-1.38
8 Lakeside, 6 1. 19
9. Marietta, 6 1,18
10 Warner Robins, 5-1,17
Also nominated: Laney, 6-0; Savannah, 6 

0; Clarke Central, 61; Kendrick, 4-2; 
Lowndes, 5-2; Southwest DeKalb, 61-1;

• Newnan. 61, and Thomasville, 5 2.
Class AAA

1 Americus, 61, 116(8)
2. Marist, 8-0,109(3)
3 Cedartown, 60 1, 87 (1)
4. Gainesville, 61,72
5. Glenn Hi Ils, 6-0, 71
6 Waycross, 61, 62
7. LaFayette,7-0,53
8. Swainsboro, 61,42
9 Dalton, 61,15
10. Lithonia, 5 2,8
Also nominated: Southwest-Atlanta, 61; 

Gordon. 61. Ware Co., 62, Rockmart, 61; 
Parkview, 61; Rossville, 4 3, Woodward 
Acad. 4-3, and Worth Co. 5-2.

Class AA
1. E. Rome, 7 0,113(8)
2. Claxton, 8-0,96(3)
3. Lincoln Co., 7-0,92 (1)
4. Mitchell Co., 7-0, 73
5. Mary Persons, 7 0. 69
6. Commerce, 60 1,68
7. Jefferson, 7 0 1, 50
8. Harlem, 7-0, 44
9. R E. Lee, 62,20
10. North Springs, 61,11
Also nominated: Bleckley Co., 7 0; Cedar 

Grove, 7-0; Taylor Co., 7-0; Morgan Co., 7-1. 
Pelham, 61, and Cartersville, 62.

Gass A
1. Savannah C D., 61,107 (9)
2. Gordon Lee, 61,100 (1)
3. Emanuel Co. Inst., 6 1,88
4. Miller Co., 61, 75 (2)
5. Hogansville, 61,68
6. Ga. Mil . Col., 60-1,62
7. Warren Co., 4-1-1, 43
8. Charlton Co., 62,36
9. Treutlen,61,33
10. Feldwood, 60-1, 18
Also nominated: Louisville, 4 11, 

Johnson Co., 4-3; Trion, 62; Brookstone, 4- 
,nch Co ' 5 2 Athens Acad., 4-2 1, 

Metter, 4 3. Dacula, 5-2, Greenville, 3 2 1, 
and Unadilla, 4-2-1



Valdosta^s King, Evans 
earn T-U grid awards

Valdosta, the state’s No.l ranked team 
in ( lass AAAA, also had the two top plav- 
ers last week.

r Ernest King and Kenny Evans are 
The Times-Union offensive and defensive 
Players of the Week, respectively.

King scored three touchdowns and 
gained 70 yards on 10 carries in Valdosta’s 
33-7 win over Doughtery. The win enabled 
Valdosta to finish the regular season unde­
feated at 10-0

Wiule King’s yardage statistic isn’t 
that impressive, Valdosta runners don’t 
get the opportunity to pile up yardage.

“We run four to five backs,” Wildcat 
Coach Nick Hyder said. “King has good 
size (5-foot 11, 185 pounds). “He also has 
good speed.”

Defensively, the 6-1, 170 Evans was 
“outstanding,” Hyder said.

“He had nine tackles, sacked the 
quarterback twice and had two big tackles 
on kickoff situations. He has lightning re­
flexes and made seemingly impossible 
tackles cross field.”

Others considered:
Offense

Johnny Robinson, Camden; Charles 
Alexander, Fitzgerald; Ray Young, Way-

Ernest King
cross; Tim McCray, Ware Country, Nicky 
Sermons, Bacon; Larry Smith, Wayne; 
Steve Austin, Colquitt County and Michael 
Day, Atkinson.

Defense
Cedric Conyers, Bainbridge; Curtis 

Roberson and Walt Gerard, Charlton and 
Keith Ellis, Camden.

&^r. EnJoys The Pressure ’, Prep
erkt?'811 C°ach Nick v^’Y®"? business being at meetings of the two teams A _^i^not*1^ C°ach Nick 

by any 
l0Unting as L”11^ be 
^ nor is he Payoffs 
Satire that ^a^ ^at any 
^"^hirn tn km'ght have 
passed °beat Lowndes

-being at 
Valdosta High” said Hyder. meetings of the two teams.

ares

I ^ke th a
five yearsPp GSSUre- !t wiH

‘d°n’1 HkeVh^^0813, If 
nKe foe pressure.

Hyders’ Wildcats take on 
^’S Conroe Tornadoes in 

Albany Friday night in a 1- 
AAAA (North) subregion 
game and will be seeking to 
extend their winning streak 
to eight straight games.

Hyder expects a strong 
effort from Winfred Benson’s 
ballclub, judging from past

“Last year, they played a 
good ball control game 
against us. They have some 
real fine athletes this year,” 
he said.

Last year Valdosta won a 
close, 13-7 game.

“Greg Pratt is a good hard 
nosed back. He gained over 
119 yards against us last 
year,” said Hyder, who listed 
Pratt’s weight at 220pounds.

The size of the Monore
offensive guards concerns 
Hyder. He lists right guard 
Calvin Jackson at 289 pounds 
and left guard Freddy Porter 
at 219 pounds.

“They kept getting three, 
five or seven yards a play 
against us last year,” Hyder 
said.

“You know our defensive 
line isn’t big. Johnson is 
about 190 and Branan at

linebacker is 190.”
The Valdosta defensive line 

did not suffer from lack of 
size in last week’s victory 
over Lowndes. Coach Joe 
Wilson of Lowndes felt the 
Wildcat defense, particularly 
the Cat line, took the offense 
away from his own club.

Hyder felt high school 
football fans saw football at it 
best last Friday.

“You saw two good football 
teams, both ranked either 
first or second in every 
category in the region,” he 
said.

Hyder pointed to his team’s 
experience as a major factor 
in the Lowndes game.

“Possibly our experience in 
the offensive line was the key 
to our win.”

As good as his team played 
last week, Hyder felt that it 
may not have been the best 
the Wildcats have played this 
season. He said, “we had a 
real good effort up at Cordele 
this year” (a game that 
Valdosta won, 35-7).

The chance that Valdosta 
might have an off-night down 
the road does not worry 
Hyder. He said, “you just live 
on Monday and let Tuesday 
take care of itself.”

Hyder commented on the 
league race and how it shapes 
up at this point in the season
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Cleveland Field: Guiding Light
By MARCIA McRAE or obligati ”t
nay hayea new iunderground electrical Brandon said. ^ the SyStem operatin« for ** schools. preliminary reeo™,^,..
By

i Aland Field may have a new underground electrical 
for its lights and it may take a call board meeting 

sySieITLvp it according to city school Superintendent 
tc a^F0 ndon

Friday he’s waiting for Georgia Power 
aineers to send specifications on the project before 

n present them to the board and have bids taken on

Brandon said.

"Mhe meantime the temporary wiring system has been 
irked by Georgia Power and made safer, said Joe 

lova division manager.
Iceland Field lost half its stadium lights Oct. 13 for 

iXldosta-Lowndes football game.
""•he Southern Open band competition was the next day 

and the power company “went beyond the call of duty of

iXxxz™,: r? s""’d"d" ■“ <« ^ 

Monday. regular meeting the following

“• -“ •»—«»

aMfeVe t±“'1."' 1'7 “““ ’"“'”* '°‘ ‘■•hind 
he said. eXtend frOm the P°le t0 transformers,

th^r^/K^i8*^ I*16 temporary system could last through 
the football season.

“But temporary means just that,” he said
Brandon told the board the power company engineers’

preliminary recommendations had been for an 
derground system.

un-

Cordova confirmed that’s their recommendation after 
inspecting the area. But they are working out details

They recommended the underground system and 
taking the transformers off the existing poles and out at 
ground level,” Cordova said.

He said the proposed system would be capable of being 
switchd to avoid blackout of more than one pole

“It would have great flexibility regardless of where the 
trouble occurs in the stadium.

“But it’s not a real sophisticated system by any stretch 
of the imagination so it would not require a lot of main­
tenance,” he said.

As to cost, Cordova said he could “not even tell which 
ball park we’re in ” ___ ________ —

VHS Working Against Saturd
By MIKBCHA8ON

In the past, Valdosta’s 
Wildcats have found Hugh 
Mills Stadium in Albany 
almost as terrifying a place 
to visit on a Saturday night as , 
most college teams find the
pit of LSU’s Tigers in 
Rouge, La., on the 
autumn evening.

Two years 
Dougherty’s Trojans

Baton 
same

ago, 
nailed

Valdosta with its only regular 
season loss by a 28-26 count on 
a Saturday night.

Last year, Monroe’s 
Tornadoes came within a 
whisker of a tremendous 
upset in Mills Stadium before 
Valdosta pulled out a 13-7 
win.

This Saturday, Valdosta

and Dougherty meet again on 
the Mills Stadium turf in an 8 
p.m. contest which is the last 
regular season football game 
for Region 1-AAAA.

But times have changed.
Just as LSU’s snakepit 

hasn’t been all that effective 
against visitors from the 
Southeastern Conference this

6-3season, Dougherty’s
Trojans haven’t been the 
dominating team of past 
years.

However, the Trojans are 
undefeated at home. Nobody 
knows that any better than 
Valdosta Coach Nick Hyder.

“We came from behind and 
beat them by one point last 
vear,” Hyder said. ‘‘Year 
before last, they beat us

twenty-eight to twenty-six on 
a Saturday night. Only three 
points have separated us the 
past two years.

“They have an excellent 
program up there.”

Valdosta, 9-0 overall and 4-0 
in 1-AAAA (North) subregion 
play, is guaranteed a spot in 
the postseason playoffs no 
matter how it fares against 
Dougherty.

The Trojans are in a dif­
ferent situation.

If Tift County, 8-1 overall 
and 3-1 in north subregion 
play, beats Crisp County 
(Cordele) Friday night, 
Dougherty has no chance at 
the playoffs.

Even if the Trojans beat 
Valdosta, they would have a

SPORTS
gifte WWa Mo SHmeg

If Tift lost to C

worse overall record than 
either the Wildcats or the 
Tifton team. That is the 
deciding factor in case of a 
three-way tie.

However, if Crisp upsets 
Tift and Dougherty beats 
Valdosta, the Trojans would 
be in the playoffs as the 
number one team from the 
north subregion.

. .......— w$^^ ■: ^^

If that happened, 
Dougherty and Valdosta 
would have one subregion 
loss apiece and in the case of 
a 2-way tie, the subregion 
champion is determined by 
who-beat-who during the 
regular season.

Tift would be eliminated in 
that instance with two
subregion losses.

Dougherty lost to ’ 
Tift would get the bit 
it beat Dougherty ea 
year.

“If Tift loses, it 
them (the Trojar. 
Hyder said. “I’m sur 
well aware this woul 
chance.

“They don’t have 
size but they have goc 
nosed players. Our sc 
Blackmon is as goo 
better than any lint 
they’be seen this yea

“(Ronnie) Adk 
Lowndes is almost i 
by himself as 
linebackers go ext 
he’s so short. Blackr 
short. He’s well I
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V aldosta F avorite Again 
In Intra-County Rivalry

I npnnlp fionrpd a a .Most people figured it would come down to this one autumn 
evening as early as 11 weeks ago. They were right. It’s live and 
let die time for either Lowndes or Valdosta.

Will it be the Wildcats in the Great Payback II, or will it be 
the Vikings in 7-2 Or Bust?

The only thing for certain is that around 10:30 p.m. tonight 
(later if the lights go out), either Nick Hyder’s Valdostans or 
Joe Wilson’s Plowboys are going to be whooping it up in joyful 
relief over the fact that the intra-county rivalry to top all intra­
county rivalries is in the record books until next October. Both 
will probably feel a great weight has been lifted from their 
shoulders.

Five other area teams closed out their seasons last week 
although it has been reported in two different newspapers that 
Clinch County meets Patterson tonight in the Region 2-A 
playoffs. The fact is the Panthers from Homerville have hung 
it up until spring practice because of a 14-7 loss to Charlton 
County last week. Since there are only three teams in the 
entire region, the regular season champion is to represent the 
league in the state playoffs.

Charlton is that champion because of an earlier win over 
Patterson and the squeaker over Clinch. With just a couple of 
breaks, Clinch could have beaten Charlton and Blackshear and 
played Miller County closer. But 7-3 ain’t bad.

Westbrook did wind up 9-1 as expected, and Buddy Ethridge 
certainly deserved his coach of the year recognition. West­
brook’s season came down to the Westwood game, the 
Cougars’ only loss. It’s wait ’til next year for Buddy and his 
boys.

Bud Willis didn’t bolt Cook into the playoffs but Hornet fans

’Chason
“ Times Sports Editor

[ji^jiflig^
Mike

2 J

5

are still buzzing over a 4-5-1 record after entering the season 
with a 21-game losing streak. The foundation has been laid. 
Better times are ahead.

Berrien’s Billy Presnell and Brooks County’s Ed Hayes 
didn’t have much to brag about this year, and Hayes resigned 
because of it. Hayes’ entire preseason prognositication was 
built on quarterback Charles Lane and running back Curtis 
Cason. Cason played as expected but Lane never threw a pass 
because of a shoulder injury. Presnell is still gathering kin­
dling wood after his first season, hoping to convince Nashville 
fans the Rebels can be winners in football as well as basket­
ball.

Last week’s record was 16-4 for an overall total of 159-40, 
right at an 80 percent hit-miss tally.

LOWNDES AT VALDOSTA
Almost every player questioned in both dressing rooms after 

Valdosta’s 22-0 win back on Oct. 13th downplayed the im­
portance of that game and predicted the two would meet again. 
Last week’s 13-7 Lowndes loss to Thomasville brought the 
matchup into reality.

In the Lowndes dressing room Friday night, there was an 
attitude of grim determination. It was obvious the loss wasn’t 
going to grind a pessimistic note into their playoff hopes.

Valdosta’s dressing room after a 33-7 rout of Dougherty 
Saturday night was a scene of unbridled enthusiasm. The 
Wildcats were shakin’ and jivin’ in unison over a floor littered 
with shoulder pads, helmets and sweat-soaked jerseys. On that 
night, it was obviously fun to be 10-0 and ranked as the number 
one team in the state.

Tonight, the party’s over for at least four quarters. The pick 
is Valdosta, 21-7. e

HAMILTON AT UNION
If Hamilton County’s Trojans win this game, it would save 

everyone a lot of heartache and give Coy Whitener’s team the 
district title. If the Trojans lose, all the league representatives 
are tied, and there’s going to be a scramble for the cham- 

P1Thurfday’s Times incorrectly indicated Hamilton was 
playing Jefferson in this game. Fortunately, Whitener knew 
better and breathed a sigh of relief. Tonight, Union finds out 
why. Hamilton, 17-7.

MADISON AT JEFFERSON
It’s been another long year for the Madison Cougars but 

after tonight it’s all over until 1979. For Frank Yanossy, next 
year probably starts Monday. Jefferson, 24-10.

TIFT AT THOMASVILLE
Before Ken Hobby broke his wrist Tift would probably have 

been favored in this game. But Hobby has made the Blue Devil 
offense go since he took over as the number one quarterback in 
^Hobby^an 8throw with either hand but has a cast on the 
broken one, and the Georgia High School Association frowns or 
players clubbing other players with casts. Thomasville, 21-10. 
P OTHER GAMES

Dale Williams and the Waycross Bulldogs should she 
themselves ba^k into the thick of the Class AAA state > 
cha?e ton ght with a victory over Worth County’s Gok 
Rams, to the other 1-AAA playoff it’s Camden in a squea 
°VILrNoHhX^ Benedictine c

Amerieu’ .ver Dodge .nd Claxton over B.

County.
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ATLANTA CAP) — 
Marist’s astounding 41-0 loss 
to Westminster in a Friday 
night massacre threw the Top 
10 in this week’s Georgia high 
school football Class AAA 
standings into a shakeup that 
left most other teams higher 
in the standings.

The leading teams in all 
four classes remained the 
same in voting this week by 
The Associated Press board. 
Most Georgia high school 
teams finished their regular 
seasons last weekend, and 
many began preparing for 
regional playoffs beginning 
Friday.

Valdosta was tops in 
AAAA, Americus was No. 1 in 
AAA, East Rome had a tight 
grip on Class AA and Gordon 
Lee held the lead in Class A.

Marist, 9-1, had been un­
defeated and was No. 2 in 
Class AAA before the loss to 
Westminster. The defeat sent 
Marist sailing down to No. 9, 
while Westminster was voted 
onto the map at seventh 
place.

Cedartown moved from No. 
3 to second in AAA, and 
Gainesville moved from a 
fourth-place tie with 
Waycross to third place. 
Waycross stayed at No. 4. 
Swainsboro moved from sixth 
to fifths Dalton hopped from 
seventh to sixth and Glenn 
Hills climbed from ninth to 
No. 8.

Gordon, formerly No. 8, 
lost to Lithonia last weekend 
and fell from, the poll. 
LaFayette sat tight at No. 10.

Little changed in Class AA 
this week, except that 
unranked Duluth blew away 
former No. 6 Jefferson, 
knocking Jefferson into an 
eighth-place tie with Mary 
Persons. Former No. 9 
Taylor County and former 
lOth-ranked Model both lost 
and disappeared from the 
rankings.

Cedar Grove rose a notch to

Bleckley County climbed a 
step from no. « to replace 
Cedar Grove. North Springs 
is back in the standings at No. 
10.

The top of Class AA was the 
same, with East Rome 
followed in order by Claxton, 
Lincoln County, Mitchell 
County and Commerce.

In Class A, former No. 6 
Emanuel County Institute 
lost to Johnson County and 
dropped from the standings. 
Plummeting alongside E.C.I. 
was former No. 10 Athens 
Academy, which lost 21-10 to 
Buford.
Here are the top 10 teams in the four 

classes of Georg la high school football, their 
records, their voting points, and the number 
of first-place ballots they received from 
members of the AP board. Others 
nominated follow each list.

Class AAAA
1. Valdosta, 10-0,110(11)
2. Cedar Shoals, 10 0, 94
3. Northside W.R., 9 0, 81
4. Benedictine, 9 0, 79
5. West side, 9-0, 58
6. Clarke Central, 9-1, 55
7. Warner Robins, 8-1, 40
8. S.W. DeKalb, 8-11,38
9. Lakeside, 8-2,14
10. Thomasville, 8-2,12
Others nominated: Tift Co., 8-2. Stephens 

Co., 8 2, Laney, 8-1 Griffin, 8-2; Dunwoody, 
8-2; Marietta, 8 2; Savannah, 7.1 and 
Newnan, 8-2.

Class AAA
1. Americus, 9-0, 109 (10)
2. Cede down, 9 0-1,96(1)
3. Gainesville, 9 1,77
4. Waycross, 9-1,73
5. Swainsboro, 8-1,68
6. Dalton, 9-1, 42
7. Westminster, 8 2,28
8. Glenn Hills, 8-1,24
9 Marist, 9-1,23
10. LaFayette, 9-1,21 I
Others nominated: Worth Co.. 82; I 

Lithonia. 8-2; Troup. 6-2, Avondale, 8 2. I 
Woodward: Acad., 7-3; S.W. Atlanta , *1;
Camden Co., 7-1 1, and Ware Co., 8 2

Class AA
1. East Rome. 10-0,103 (6)
2. Claxton, 10-0,93(2)
3 Lincoln Co., 10-0, 90 (3)
4. Mitchel Co,. 10-0, 81
5. Commence, 9 0 1, 59
6. Cedar Grove, 10-0, 55
7. Bleckley Co., 1OO, 52
8. Jefferson, 8-11,16 
Mary Persons,*!. 16 
10. North Springs. *1, 10 
Others nominated Turner Co., 8 2. 

Harlem, 9 I, Morgan Co., 9 1, Taylor Co.,9- I
1; Model, 8 2. Lovett,7-3, and Cartersville8- 
2.

Class A
1. Gordon Lee. *1,101 (4)
2. Milled Co., 8 1,91 (4)
3. Hogansville, 8-1,90 (3)
4. FelcMood, 8 0-1.73
5. Warr eoCo , 7-1-1,69
6. Treutlen,9 1. 48
7. Savannah C.D., M, 46
8. John-on Co., 7-3, 32
9 BufOtU 6 3-1.22
10. Trton,7 3.11
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Looking out from the old Valdosta Hich __ ....
front of what was the -gh School corridor in
weeds where the halls of the °ne sees onb’ dirt and was destroyed »yK^ ^ -hool
last of the building has been demoli«^^ * year ,ater the 
Contracting leveled the last walls of the nM°°Per ^^P™™*

there is just lumber to be hauled off and a 
footing at the front of the gym” to be taken down. ^ 
than that he (Jerry Cooper) Is finisbed । 
demolition/’ Brandon said. “He’s begun the ^ 
^/n^ heM be throuKh in » couple weeks withno P 
The job was to be completed July 15.—Times Staff
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Valdosta's Ernest King sets sail against Lowndes

Valdosta downs Lowndes 21-7 F
Br 
Gl

C

Lowndes VoldostoHrs! Downs 
Rysbes-Yords 
basing Yords 
Besses 
^wh-Avg 
Ambits-Lost 
lilies-Yords

6 16
16 minus 27 51-206

92 63
30-11-4 16 5-2

7 37 3 41
1-1 44

545 641

By DAVE RONNINGEN 
Times Union Staff Writer

^VAH^TA — The Valdosta High 
Wildcats. 11-0 and ranked No. 1 in 

■ state’s Class AAAA poll, used a more 
conservative than usual game plan, but 
^managed to easily defeat the Lowndes 
LiSfor ^e ^‘Md time on Cleveland 

a this season, 21-7, and earned the right 
.Play in the Region 1 AAAA champion* 

game next week.

detaw ^ ^ play Thomasville, which 
ated Tift 28-16, also Friday night.

ilJJ6 Wheats worked running backs 
[or w°e u^ Ernest King, who combined 

f^hing yards against a Viking de£f^ ™-

Roe ran for 90 yards, including a 16- 
yard touchdown, on 14 car ries, while King 
rushed 22 times for 74 yards and one TD, a 
three-yarder.

The Vikings never advanced into Val­
dosta territory in the first quarter and only 
did so in the second period on Wildcat turn 
overs. Valdosta had a hard time holding 
onto the ball, fumbling once in each quar­
ter. Plus, the Viking secondary intercepted 
two passes from the Wildcats, who suf­
fered a total of six turnovers.

Lowndes, however, had a poor night 
itself in the turnover department, losing 
possession four times on interceptions and 
once on a fumble. The Wildcats lost sever 
al scoring opportunites via the fumble 
route, including one on the Lowndes’ 11 
yard line in the first quarter and again in 
the third period on the Viking one-yard 
line.

William Gaskins scored on a three- 
yard run with 1:50 left in the third quarter 
to give Valdosta a 21 0 lead. David Reaves

kicked the last of three extra points.

Lowndes scored on a 37-yard drive 
with 31 seconds left in the game on Steve 
Thomas’ six-yard run. The drive was set 
up by a Valdosta fumble which was recov­
ered by defensive end Allen Culpepper.

Valdosta scored its first touchdown 
with 7:51 left in the second quarter when 
King ran three yards to cap a 10-play, 32- 
yard drive that was highlighted by a 13- 
yard Poe run. The march started when 
John Brannan picked off a Lowndes’ pass.

The second Wildcat score came with 
22 seconds left in the second quarter when 
quarterback John Lastinger’s only three 
completions of the first half produced first 
downs and Roe ended a 65-yard drive with 
a 16-yard run up the middle.

That march also started after a Lown­
des’ mistake, when Valdosta’s Rodney 
Gordon picked off another Lowndes’ pass.

Lastinger completed four of 11 passes

for 56 yards, and one interception, and only 
had six yards rushing.
Lowndes 0
Valdosta

V—King 3 run (Reaves kick)
V—Roe 16 run (Reaves kick)
V—Gaskins 3 run (Reaves kick’
L—Thomas 6 run (Stokes kick)

0 7—7
7 0 —21

^HS 91?*r T° Perform At UGA
show for the University of Georgia-Virginia 

‘ ^ InstRufe game Saturday, according to an an­
nouncement.

®oos*ers Association spokesman said the choir was 
( °ne °^ ^e 10 best school choirs in Georgia in order to 

participate. The choir is directed by Herman Revels.
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Lastinger, Player, Thomas Top Stats
Bv ELLWOOD MOYER 

Region 1-AAAA Statistician 
RJohn Lastinger and Troy 
?” s of Valdosta and 
K Player of Lowndes 
ped ^J* laaaa 
brent Reg>on . 1 AAAA

leading punt 
returner. Player finished as

top pass catcher.
Local teams led in all four 

team statistics. Valdosta was 
e top team in rushing; 

M«inB and defense against 
the run. Lowndes led 1-AAAA 

nass defense.
Two Lowndes players 

finished second to Lastinger 
and Thomas in their 
respective departments. 
Chuck DeVane followed 
Lastinger closely in the final 
passing standings. Lastinger 
wined 96 more yards through 
* ____ i 5 nprrent

Crisp County game are not 
included in the overall 
statistics and Ford still leads 
the region’s rushers.

Steve Thomas of Lowndes 
ended the 1978 regular season 
as the ninth ranked rusher. 
Irvin Roe of Valdosta finished 
in 12th place. Ernest King of 
Valdosta was 15th. William 
Gaskins of Valdosta was 19th 
and McElroy finished 20th.

Does not include Tift County-Crisp County 
and Bainbridge-Westover games and 
Bainbridge individual statistics in the Tift 
County game.

RUSHING

43. Terry, Tift
44. Atkinson, Tift
45. Musselwhite, Crisp
46. C Sancho, Westover
47. Petty, Dougherty
48. Whitehead, Tift
49. McClain, Central
50. Stephenson, Lowndes
51. Carter, Central
52. Frazier, Valdosta
53. Richardson, Monroe
54. Mason, Crisp
55. Hall, Dougherty

PASSING

1. Lasting er, Vid. 151
2. DeVane, Lowndes 171
3. Hall, Monroe 152
4. Norman, Dghty. 154
5. Carter, Central’ 110
6. Wnaley, Westover 125

he air and had a .3 percent 
margin in completion

Robin McElroy of Lowndes 
finished second to Thomas in 
punt returning. Cedric Jones 
of Lowndes, finished as the 
fifth ranking punt returner.

Chuck Jones of Lowndes 
finished as the number two 
pass receiver, a position he 
held for most of the year.

Eddie Ford of Crisp County 
(Cordele) emerged as 1- 
AAAA’s top rusher for 1978. 
The totals of the Tift Countv-

1. Ford, Crisp
2. Sands, Colquitt
3. James, Dougherty
4. Robinson, Central
5. Kavouklis, T'ville
6. Morris, Tift
7. Armster, Central
8. Clark, T'ville
9. S. Thomas, Lowndes

10. Acree, Colquitt
11. Close, Bainbridge
12. Roe, Valdosta
13. Hobby, Tift
14. Smiley, Bainbridge
15. King, Valdosta
16. La stinger, Valdosta
17. Bryant, Westover
18. Pratt, Monroe
19. Gaskins, Valdosta
20. McElroy, Lowndes
21. R. Wheeler, T'ville
22. Hand, Tift
23. Hollins, Monroe
24. Walker, Bainbridge
25. Norman, Dougherty
26. Patterson, Colquitt
27. Williams, Albany
28. Cook, Monroe
29. Chastain, T'ville
30. Harvey, Crisp
31. Shiver, Crisp
32. Bond, Valdosta
33. Johnson, Valdosta
34. Blakely, Dougherty
35. Hudson, Westover
36. Biggies, Bainbridge
37. Stringer, T'ville
38. Bell, Monroe
39. Franklin, Dougherty
40. Abrams, T'ville
41. Davis, Albany
42. Lester. Westover

Carries Net Avg.
209 999 4.78
164 881 5.37
132 873 6.61
145 804 5.54
143 682 4.77
109 597 4.98
124 591 4.77

99 528 5.33
128 521 4.07
131 509 3.89
103 474 4.60
79 465 5.89

129 462 3.57
92 430 4.67
82 425 5.18
75 419 5.59

109 386 3.54
97 377 3.89
54 290 5.37
68 288 4.24
46 289 6.28
47 255 5.42
56 237 4.23
31 237 7.64
67 231 3.45
70 231 3.30
78 213 2.73
33 213 6.45
79 210 2.66
47 208 4.42
27 190 7.03
28 178 6.36
41 163 3.97
43 154 3.58
44 144 3.27
62 142 2.29
39 139 3.56
30 111 3.70
32 125 3.91
14 104 7.42
34 95 2.79
22 91 4.14

12
20
72
20
26
15 
19
14
35

8

88
84
73

60
58

54
54
46

15
29

4.20 
1.01
3.60 
2.31
3.86 
2.75
3.86 
1.54 
5.75 
0.96 
3.60 
1.28

Comp.
Att. Comp. Gain Td's Avg. 

............................................. .43065
73

51
41

1068 8
97 2 4 
798 10

7. Chastain, T'ville
8. Hobby, Tift
9. Lightley, Albany

10. Biggies, B'bdge

85
98

141
82

11. Robinson, Colquitt 53
12. Mock, Colquitt
13. Bond, Valdosta
14. Thomas, Lnds.
15. Mslwhite, Crisp
16. Link, T'ville
17. Whitehead, Tift
18. Stepnsn, Lwds

39
27
20
70
28
29
24

42 
44
48 
31
20 
25 
13
7 

25 
12 
12 
14

713 
708
647 
645
596 
549 
462 
394 
361
312 
274 
264
214 
189 
181

6

7
8
0

2
2
2
2
2
2

2

.427 

.362 
.331 
.372
.368 
.494 
.448 
.340 
.378 
.377 
.641 
.481 
.350 
.357 
.428 
.413 
.583

PASS RECEIVING
Catches-Yds Td's

1. Player, Lowndes
2. Chuck Jones, Lowndes
3. Anderson, Central
4. Terry, Tift
5. Wisham, Colquitt
6. Blair, Valdosta
7. Best, Westover
8. Smith, Valdosta
9. Anderson, Monroe

10. Roe, Valdosta
11. Rush, Dougherty
12. McIntyre, T'ville
13. Turner, Monroe
14. Shiver, Crisp
15. Edwards, Lowndes
16. Jenkins, Albany 

INTERCEPTIONS

1. Rogers, Westover
2. Eason, Central .
3. Gaines, Westover
4. Arrington, T'ville
5. Strickland, T'ville
6. Mashburn, Central
7. Anderson, Central
8. Howell, T'ville
9. Thomas, Valdosta

10 Caesar, Valdosta
11. McNair, Bainbridge
12. Shealy, Monroe

31
33
29
38
15
19
17
25
15
13
15
15
21
13
22
19

626
553

510
413
387
324
319
315
314
300
279 
260 
231 
231 
225

5 
2
0 
6
3 
0
3 
2
4
3
3

0

inter. Rets.
4 
3
2

3 
3
2 
2
2

3

95
74
69
60
50
49
38
34 
32
28
25

PUNTING

STEVE PLAYER 
Receiving Leader

1. Norman, Dougherty
2. Thompson, Tift
3. Stokes, Lowndes
4. Barber, Colquitt
5. Gordon, Valdosta
6. Close, Bainbridge
7. Chastain, T'ville
8. Musselwhite, Crisp
9. Rogers, Westover

Kicks Yds Avg.
51
44
51
32
31
40
24
23
49
34>0. Liek, Central

PUNT RETURNS

1957
1652 
1819
1094
1059 
1211
1098 
1256
1574
1023

38.37
37.54
36.38
34.18
34.16
33.63

33.05
32.12
31.00

JOHN LASTINGER 
Passing Leader

TEAM RUSHING
Play Game

TROY THOMAS 
Top Punt Returner

TEAM PASSING

1. Thomas, Valdosta
2. McElroy, Lowndes
3. James, Dougherty
4. Spears, Tift
5. Cedric Jones, Lowndes
6. Williams, Albany
7. Shiver, Crisp
8. Terry, ™ * QFF RETURNS

1 . James, Dougherty
2 D. Williams, Albany
3. Close, Bainbridge
4. Shivers, Crisp
5. R. Wheeler, T'ville
6. Terry, Tift
7. Anderson, Central
8. Anderson, Monroe
9. Essie, Westover

10. Robinson, Central

Ret. Yds.
31
28
10
24

4 
8

327 
261 
172
143

82 
68

1. Valdosta
2. Thomasville
3. Tift County
4. Colquitt
5. Crisp
6. Central
7. Dougherty
8. Bainbridge
9. Monroe

10. Westover
11. Lowndes
12. Albany

6 30

Rets. Yds
14 360
19
10
14
12

8

9

8

314 
291
259
230 
183
171
148 
145
144

Carries Net Avg. Avg.
- _— 208.10397 

430
355 
465 
394
356 
344
359 
372
299 
306
269

2081
2028 
1596
1734
1535 
1596 
1579 
1418
1039 

703 
753 
197

5.24
4.72
4.49
3.73
3.89
4.48
4.59
3.95
2.79
2.35 
2.46 
0.73

202.80
177.33
173.40
170.55
159.60
157.90
157.55
103.90 
78.11 
75.30
19.70

1. Valdosta
2. Lowndes
3. Monroe
4. Central
5. Tift County
6. Thomasville
7. Westover
8. Albany

Att. Comp.
193
233
189
156 
130
112
143
185

80
100
68

9. Colquitt County 94
10. Dougherty
11. Bainbridge
12. Crisp County

157
118
87

Game
>. Gain Td's Avg.

56

51
50
46
52

31

1456
1417
964 
914
785 
859
706
738
724
713 
589
455

8
11

8
9 '

10
4

145.60
141.70

91.40
87.22
85.90
78.44
73.80
72.40
71.30

RUSHING DEFENSE 
Play Game

1. Valdosta
2. Thomasville
3. Tift County
4. Lowndes
5. Crisp County
6. Dougherty
7. Westover
8. Bainbridge
9. Monroe

10. Colquitt County
11. Central
12. Albany

Carries Net Avg. Avg.... ^40
334
309
294
373
330
406
324
338
396
383
419
430

684 
786
746 

1064 
1088 
1233
1413 
1440
1634 
1681
1863 
2307

2.05 
2.54
2.53
2.91
3.29
3.04
4.36
4.26
4.13
4.39
4.45

78.60 
82.88

106.40
120.89
123.30
157.00
160.00 
163.40 
168.10
186.30
230.70

PASS DEFENSE

1. Lowndes
2. Valdosta
3. Tift County
4. Thomasville
5. Monroe
6. Westover
7. Central
8. Dougherty
1. Crisp County

10. Bainbridge
11. Albany
12. Colquitt

3 50.56

Game
Att. Comp. Inter. Gain Avg.

--- “ " 449 44.90128
142 
195
182
142 
123
124
146 
158
160
166
143

49
61
58
56
52
52
57
58
59
74
69

11
9 

14
8 
6

11
6 

12 
13
9

11
6

602 
747
845 
893
820 
935
987
914 
918

1030 
1198

60.20
83.00
84.50
89.30
91.11

98.70
101.55 
102.00 
103.00 
119.80

Getting
In The

■

Swing
i

Students at Valdosta High 
School and Lowndes High 
School apparently are all set 
for tonight’s first round of 
the Region 1-AAAA playoffs. 
The two teams square off 
against each other at 8 p.m. 
at Cleveland Field. VHS took 
a regular season game by a 
22-0 score. — Times Staff 
Photos by Robert Winter III 
and Mike Dowse.
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“Powers-
Continued From Page 1-D

“Our players took football 
serious,” said Grisham, who 
has been Carrollton’s only 
coach the past 20 years. “The 
tradition had a lot to do with 
it. Nobody wanted to be on 
the worst Carrollton team in 
history. A lot of times, our 
kids won despite being small 
and slow just because it was 
expected of them.”

Nowhere is the tradition 
stronger than in Valdosta.

“We’ve got the best touch­
down club in the United 
States,” said Bazemore, who 
retired from active coaching 
following his championship 
team of 1971. “And this is one 
of the most knowledgeable 
football communities any­
where. Add the great winning 
tradition, mix it all up and 
you have Valdosta.”

Integration in the late ’60s 
caused problems at many 
schools, but the bjg winners 

I just kept winning. Superstars 
I like Danny Buggs at Avondale 
I and Stan Rome at Valdosta 
I helped create immediate 
I compatibility, and there were 
I very few athletic problems at 
I the powerhouses.

“I had heard that black 
I players missed practices and 
I things like that,” admitted 
I Bazemore, “but that first 
1 year when they did away with 
I Pinevale, which was the black 
I school in Valdosta, I had a 
I group of black players come 
I up to me on the field and say 
I ‘Coach, we’ll work just as 
I hard as your white boys. We 
I just want a chance to play.’ 
I “Our winning tradition 
I helped us there, too, because 
I the black players came in 
I with a great attitude, and we 
| never had any problems.”

Bazemore’s retirement in 
I 1971 and Ramsey’s in 1969 
I were big tests at the two 

I I schools, but each weathered 
I the coaching changes and con- 

tinned to win.
Current Avondale Coach 

Crawford Kennedy admitted 
he “was a little hesiUnt” 

I about following a man like 
I Ramsey, who came from Bir­
I mingham, to build the Avon- 
I dale program from scratch in

1951 But Kennedy has done 
all right, as his 71-16-2 record 
in eight years indicates

“Yeah ” said Kennedy with 
a laugh, “I’m averaging about 
eight wins a year <^8 ^u- 
aUy) and I’ve pulled the 
record down since I’ve been 
here. There aren’t too many 
places where you can say 
that.” . ,

The incredible streak for 
Avondale was between 1958 
and 1970 when the Blue 
Devils lost 12 games in 13 
^oonnc and brought the first
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Wildcats Win Region
... See Page 6

It's Close, but Valdosta Escapes Again
now two of only three un-

By STAN AWTREY
Specie to JounwKomiitulion

Valdosta almost found out 
bow the other half lives 
Friday night, but the Wildcats > 
awoke in the second half and 
won the Region 1-AAAA title 
with a 12-7 comeback victory 
over Thomasville.

halftime by capitalizing on a 
Valdosta fumble and scoring 
on quarterback John Chas­
tain’s 40-yard TD pass to Guy

McIntyre.
Valdosta will host Region 

4-AAAA champ Westside of 
Augusta Friday night in the

AAAA quarterfinals.
As a result of No. 2-ranked 

Cedar Shoals losing Friday, 
Valdosta and Westside are

beaten Class AAAA teams in 
the state. The other is North­
side of Warner Robins, 10-0.

The No. 1-ranked and still 
undefeated Wildcats trailed 7­
6 at halftime, but managed a 
65-yard scoring drive in the 
third quarter and upped their 
record to 12-0. Tailback 
Erwin Roe, who rushed for 
over 100 yards, carried for 
most of the drive and William 
Gaskin capped the march 
with a five-yard touchdown 
run.

‘The key to that drive was 
the play of our offensive 
line,” Valdosta Coach Nick 
Hyder said, singling out cen­
ter Tony Blasetti, guard Andy 
Chapman, tackle Scott Griffin 
and tight end Sam Fletcher.

Valdosta took a 6-0 lead in 
the first quarter, as quarter­
back John Lastinger hit 
Frederick Blair for an 18- 
yard touchdown. Kicker 
David Reaves missed the 
PAT.

Thomasville, which ended 
the season 0-3, went ahead at

c
B8

^§
u 'own In Region Playoff At Thom

-Times StaH Phofo By Mike Dowse

asville
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Westside Visits 
Valdosta's Lair

By Gent Ballard
Herald Staff Writer__________________

VALDOSTA — Westside's unbeaten Patriots 
enter the Georgia High School Association Class 
AAAA football playoffs tonight against the 
state’s top-ranked team, the Valdosta Rich 
School Wildcats. ■

Opening with a tough opponent is nothing 
new for the Patriots, who had to start with then 
No. 1-ranked Warner Robins last year, but that 
was in Augusta. This time the Patriots will be on 
enemy turf when the open up.

Both Undefeated
Both teams are undefeated, while Westside 

comes in rested after avoiding a playoff while 
winning Region 4-AAAA. Valdosta, on the other 
hand, had to battle through a four-team playoff 
to win the 1-AAAA title.

“That’s our lone consoling thought,” said Val­
dosta Coach Nick Hyder, “we’re playing at our 
place. Although it’s not that big an edge, we 
probably lose about one game a year here.”

If that’s the case, the Wildcats are about two 
years overdue, since the last loss adminstered at 
home was by Thomasville Central in the 1976 
playoffs.

“We’re more human around here now,” said 
Hyder. “We don’t expect to go out and run over 
everybody.”

Still, the Wildcats have had just two close 
calls this season, both at the hands of Thomas- 
viUe (16-7 and 12-7).

The Wildcats are led by senior quarterback 
John Lastinger (6-2, 185), whom Coach Coley 
Cassedy compares favorably with former Patriot 

1 Mike Kelley. ,
“Kelley is more of a pure passer,” said Hy­

der, “but John can probably do more things. A 
lot of colleges have shown interest in him.”

Valdosta’s other blue-chipper at this moment 
is 5-10, 175-pound defensive back Troy Thomas, 
who is the captain of the team.

“We’ve got some good players on our line, 
but not many people are interested in them yet,” 
said Hyder. “They’re all between 5-10 and 6-1 
and between 175-195, which colleges today say is 
too small.”

“We hope we can keep the game close,” said 
Cassedy. “Not just us, but anybody, has a chance 
to win it if you can stay close. It seems that’s the 
way we’ve been playing all year.”

The Patriots came from behind in five of 
their 10 victories this season.

Hyder and Cassedy have both been big win­
ners the past several years. The Wildcats have 
won 24 of their last 25 ball games, losing only to 
Clarke Central in the state championship game 
last year. Cassedy’s Patriots have carded 28-3-1 
mark over the past three seasons including back 
to back region champion teams.

Westside was the first Richmond County 
team to go 10-0 in Georgia High School Associa­
tion play since 1960 when the Richmond Acade­
my Musketeers won all 10 regular season games. 
They ran into Valdosta in the playoffs and played 
to a scoreless tie with Valdosta winning 2-0 on 
the penetration rule.

Run-Oriented
The Patriots rely on a run-oriented offense 

with sophomore tailbacks Larry Elam and Craig 
Best doing most of the carrying. Fullback Neil 
Swann is in the lineup primarily for his blocking 
ability. Franklin Moore is the flanker and Lee 
Chomskis the quarterback.

Jack Saunders and Mark Gilliam start at 
ends, Dean Waters and Wayne Driggers are the 
tackles, Tom Weidmeier and Calvin Jordan are 
the guards with Lee Muns at center.

The game will kickoff at 8 p.m.
Coley Cassedy

V-A?
«J

Vaidost . halfback Ernest K^
Griffin * Jimmy Ward in f*r . ship football game here, 

i Jht " Class AAAA state championsn p^ ^ contest before

&^ The B"”

^ftthinsBut Bears A headHOU carIy ln the Court
f trieS to shake loose from “terback Jeff Ector and

fourth quarter on a 7-yard run by
1 " 7 v left Ector and an extra point kick by Wall? 

quarterback Jeff to championship game, there is no 
Wetherbee. In the 1 . ruling. The two teams were 
overtime or ?*'"*,* ‘ complete coverage is on page 18-A.

S^Tsy Robert Winter III.
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ATLANTA (AP) - When 
Waycross lost its first game 
this season, it fell from the 
throne of Georgia high school 
football's Class AAA to the 
middle of the top 10. Now the 
Bulldogs have lost again and 
have been booted from the 
standings.

’Dosta Reigns 
In First Spot 
^ANTA (AP) — u/kft« A

Waycross led The 
Associated Press Class AAA 
top 10 for the season’s first 
seven weeks before losing to 
Camden County and dropping 
to sixth place. The Bulldogs 
had fought their way back to 
fourth pl&ce last week, when 
Worth County beat them 33-18 
in the Region 1AAA 
semifinal.

No teams stole the lead this 
week from the top teams in 
the four classes. Gordon Lee 
still controls Class A, East 
Rome oversees Class AA, 
Americus governs AAA and 
Valdosta reigns over AAAA.

Joining Waycross in its 
exodus from the AAA top 10 
were LaFayette, which lost to 
Northwest Whitfield last 
weekend, and Glenn Hills, 
which lost to Swainsboro. 
Filling in the AAA vacuum 
were Worth County at No. 8, 
Southwest-Atlanta at ninth 
and Lithonia at No. 10.

Waycross’ exit made room 
for Swainsboro to climb a 
notch to fourth, Dalton to step 
up to fifth, Westminster to 
jump one to sixth and Marist 
to rise two places to seventh.

Savannah Country Day’s 
win over Treutlen in a Region 
3A semifinal Friday sent a 
little shudder through Class A 
but no team fell out of the 
rankings.

Treutlen fell from Class A 
sixth to 10th. The seventh 
through 10th teams — 
Savannah Country Day, 
Johnson County, Buford and 
Trion — all climbed one step 
to take up the slack.
• Benedictine’s regular-sea- 

• son loss to Savannah cost

hopped three places tn 
seventh. Lakeside cbm bed 
from ninth to sixth and 
Southwest DeKalb skipped 
from eighth to fifth, PP “ 
■iATec^ley rF°yn(y’s Region 
^\^ Payoff hopes expired 
with its loss to R E. LeePand 
Je Roy??s have faded from 
r j rank>ngs in Class AA 
Cedar Grove lost and feli 
Wf^rS1Xth }° eighth’ and 
Jefferson dropped from 
hEJvk i°,10th Mary Persons 
climbed from an eighth-place 
tie to sixth, and North Springs 
rose from 10th to seventh.
Jj®^? are the top to teams in each class of 
Georgia high school football, their records, 
their voting points and the number of first- 
?'ace?°tes they received from members of 
^ *^ S^r.d “^ ,eams nominated 

follow each list.
Class AAAA

1. Valdosta, 11-0,110(11)
2. Cedar Shoals, 11-0,97
3. Northside-W.R., 10-0,85
4. Westside, 10-0,73
5. Southwest DeKalb, 9-1-1,66
6. Lakeside, 9 2, 46
7. Thomasville, 9-2, 45
8. Benedictine, 91, 28
9. Clarke Central, 9-2,24
10. Savannah, 8-2,8
Others nominated: Warner Robins 8-2; 

Newnan, 9-2; Griffin, 9-2; Laney, 9-1, and 
Marietta, 9 2.

Class AAA
1. Americus, 10-0,109 (10)
2. Cedartown, 9 0 1,97 (1)
3. Gainesville, 10-1, 85
4. Swainsboro, 9-1,71
5. Dalton, 10-1,61
6. Westminster, 9 2,47
7 Marist, 10-1,45
8 Worth Co., 9-2,37
9. Southwest Atlanta, 10-1,13
10. Lithonia, 9-2,11
Others nominated: Glenn Hills, 8-2; 

LaFayette, 9-2; Rockmart, 9-2; Ware Co., 9­
2; Waycross, 9 2, and Perry, 7-3.

Class A A
l.East Rome, 11-0,103 (7)
2. Claxton, 11-0,99(3)
3. Lincoln Co., 11-0,88(1)
4. Mitchell Co., 11-0,81
5. Commerce, 1O0 I, 69
6. Mary Persons, 10-1,40
7. North Springs, 10-1,39
8. Cartersville,9-2,16
Cedar Grove, 10-1,16

10. Jefferson, 8-1-1,12
Others nominated: Turner Co., 9 2, 

Harlem, 9 2; R.E. Lee, 7 4, Bleckley Co., 10­
1; Lovett, 8-3; Fulton, 9-1, and Morgan Co., 
10-1.

Gass A
1. Gordon Lee, 9-1,100 (4)
2. Miller Co., 9-1, 99 (5)
3. Hogansville, 9-1,85 (2)
4. Feldwood, 9-0-1,73
5. Warren Co., 8-1 1,70
6. Sav. C.D.,9 2, 55
7. Johnson Co., 8-3,47
8. Buford, 7 3-1,37

19. Trion, 7-3,13
it four steps in the Class 
AAAA standings, dropping it 
from fourth to eighth. Warner

10. Treutlen, 9-2,12
Others nominated: Emanuel Co. Inst, 7­

3, and Charlton Co., 8 2.

to rival
Robins 

the list, 
lost to

Robins fell 21-20
Northside-Warner 
and vanished from
Clarke Central
Lakeside and slid from sixth 
to ninth.

Savannah joined the AAAA
rankings at No. 10, and for-

FOR LEASE
We// Established

GULF STATION ON 1-75
Contact C. E. Griner, Gulf 
Representative, Valdosta, 
242-1707 days or 242-3151 
evenings and week ends.

mer 10th place Thomasville......  ”"--------------—

Top VHS Players Cited
Clifford Johnson and Lynn Roberts have been 

named the top defensive players in last week s 
VaMosta High School football victory over 
^Fredrick Blair and Irvin Roe ^ere narnedtte 
top offensive players in the vote by toe VHS 
coaching staff. The players have receivea 
plaques from the Valdosta Civitan C • t

The Civitan Club has also presented trophies to 
local players who finished first in g 
AAAA statistical categories during th year. 
Pass receiving leader Steve Play® v ldosta and 
passing leader John Lastinger at Valdosta 
punt return leader Troy Thomas at Valdosta 
received the trophies. _

™* ValdoMa Daily Times. Tues.. Dec. 12. 1978-10-

I “Back Thonnfans-must havc spcnt all week plastering

Memories 
Of The

Great Tie 
■SH^ .........  

fans between fh^I w-^ ln the minds of Valdosta 
least one? guy^rS^ .Gr,ffin Bears- *
Valdosta's 62-12 8rout a ^?,e almost as bad as 

the Ust 8tate
_ Iturn out ,ike 0181 at all.

w«th«».?a&^ "”“' ,h' “""»' >• a. «•». 

the 1977 title gampaShn?l<i SS ** WaS *” Athens last year for 
- With C r^Gn b “ Was movin«in that direction

Psychological effect ^3^ yn'°W *hat a
Auburn this vear) if Valdoft3r<hDa me and ,ast year and 

w'ck
~s» looked £ *£ ”“ d”'1"8 « Crimr,

I head cn^h^-’t r®parted to have turned down a dozen 
I Kok thJ rgr^ £h h 12 yearS as an assistant. He said 
I one’’ th G ff Job because it seemed like the “right

— It was.
I The Valdosta cheerleaders and flag corns nar­I ticularly the flag corps, should have gotten purple hearts 
I for standing out in the icy breeze before the game Instead

w'thJi'hV1 wasblowing that hard, they obviously didn't 
I thfi^6^^6 2nd b,ack VHS f|ags almost being ripped off 

whek fhtnrhIdSi OrJhe ba)loons carried away instantly 
I tK^mf cheerleaders let them out of their bags before 

I Gw^!n S» checrIeaders had their own bout with Old 
I w w Y1”^S frosty breath when their “Shock The 
I Wildcats sign was blown into two pieces before the Bears 
I even had a chance to run through it and break it 
I — They ran through it anyway.
I 4«T»Ak?Ut ha,/*ime’ J came to the realization that if you 
I don t shiver, it doesn t seem quite as cold. But you shiver 
I l S CO,d,in lhe first p,ace There’s s°™ logic in | 
I there. Ask my wife, she explained it to me.

H°W Can.foIks drink cold Cokes from the bottle on a
I ^'degree night with a stiff breeze turning everybody’s 

h/mV? -bife smoke? Jack Rudolph finished off one
I fh®b ue»ur^. k'cko^’ and Carlton Adams sipped on one 
I through the halftime band show.
I 1 hope Griffin s band realized the Valdosta fans were 

booing the departing zebras at the half instead of their 
march on the field.
u » Booi"g the zebras became the thing to do after the 
half and after the game.
- Wally Wetherbee’s first half field goal looked good 

from the pressbox. The officials ruled otherwise after a 
lengthy delay. On the other hand, Wetherbee’s extra point 
kick after the Griffin touchdown looked like it was off the 
right. So much for calling the shots from the pressbox
- Between the two of them, Ellis Clary and Dynamite 

Goodloe must have enough stories to re-write Aesop's 
I F^bes Tb?y *ere paired together on the Valdosta 

sideline as they have been for all the playoff games They 
looked like two partridges in a pear tree.

— The pass that Fredrick Blair dropped had touchdown 
autographed on its side.

The Griffin quarterback never went on a quick snap 
count. It always seemed like there was a slight hesitation 
on the part of his offensive line because of that.

— Nobody had shut off Valdosta’s running game like the 
Bears did. The ’Cats got only 47 yards rushing and 71 
yards passing. The “double dynamite” due of Ernest King 
and Irvin Roe carried the ball only 15 times between them 

The usual Monday Morning quarterbacks reasoned
omb too much.



Wildcat Dream Ended Saturday
W W II Vl-V/1^ ^ _____ 3 The one he caught against Thomasville in the region cham

---------- cramp makes ud for a double handful nf drnns

r„,. ^v^S^
K'S Sla%^^ ™ “" *" “»

Bohannon jumped around like a kid with a new toy. He had a 
right to be happy. His team was 1-2 at °“e P“,nt d“«n8 ^® 
season Then it won 11 straight games and tied a team some 
thought untieable and unbeatable. The 35-year-old head coach 
did it with his very first football team. He served 12 years as an 
aSValdosta°aCoach Nick Hyder stood out in the middle of 
Cleveland Field much more relaxed and a lot warmer than he 
was a year ago when his team lost to Clarke Central in Athens. 
For only the fourth time in an ^-ycar hcad coaching career_ 
one of H vder’s teams had been tied. Before taking the Wildcats 
to their second state championship game in two years, he had 
never had one of his Valdosta teams to tie. Hyder s overall 
record is 101-25-4 and his five-year Valdosta record is 48-13-1.

But none of that was on the 42-year-old Tennessean s mind 
Saturday night. ^ .. „ . j .<«...

“As advertised, they had the speed, Hyder said. Our 
defense had to keep on going back out there. We’ve never faced 
that kind of speed before.” . , .. „ u u j

The Bears were quick and surprisingly big. Bohannon had 
said no member of his defense weighed over 200 pounds He 
either hasn’t taken out his scales lately or a couple of those

Times Sports Editor

Mike

Chason
guys were hollow like chocolate bunnies at E^r from the 
8 Griffin showed c2n/ld®nce'"^X " 30-yard line, the Bears 
start. O^0"*?^^^^ possession. Their faith 
?ff^ for the first 

d7ut then came a fumble, and it looked like businesssas usual 
for the ’Cats Valdosta recovered 17 fumbles trom ns up 
position this season. Nine of ‘h0.5® c£™Vwori^ year,

Kinc Bond finally punched it in himself from 8 inches a
So five minutes and 39 seconds into the game and Valdosta 

already ha™ a score. A lot of those bundles on the home side of 
the field with the black and gold pom-poms stickl"8 °“tof ^eir 
overcoats had to already be chalking Griffin up as number 15.

But Valdosta never scored again.
In fact the Wildcats never even threatened to move into 

scoring position again. When Fredrick Blair dropped Bond s 
long range floater, that might have eventually "suitedin six 
points but with the kind of season Blair has had nobody s 
putting black marks against his name for dropping one pass.

pionship game makes up for a double handful of drops.
H The call back of Roe’s punt return was certainly a key play 
but not one that Hyder or defensive coordinator Jack Rudolph 
dwelt on after the game. Just like everybody else, I was 
looking at Roe and not at what was going on behind him. Roe 
was returning punts because Troy Thomas couldn’t perform 
that task with his severely sprained ankle.

“He (Thomas) told me he wanted to go back in and play 
defense,” Rudolph said. “But he said he didn’t think he could 
continue to return punts. He showed a lot of courage. It had to
be hurting.” L

Valdosta turnovers undoubtedly played a part in why the 
’Cats didn’t wrap up the championship outright. Bond threw 
three interceptions and lost two fumbles. Ironically, he didn’t 
throw a single interception against Westside or Benedictine.

However, Bond didn’t face the rush in either of those games 
that he encountered Saturday night. The 6-foot-4 junior was 
sacked three times. In the second half, the Griffin defense 
really started unloading on him.

“The bad breaks just hurt us,” Bond said. “I’m not making 
excuses, because they were tough. They must have had some 
good scouts because they knew what we were going to do.”

For the first time all season, Valdosta did exchange films 
with another team. Hyder said it was only because Georiga 
High School Association Executive Secretary Bill Fordham 
said it was in the rules. Hyder said it was not in the rule book 
and said Fordham then said it would be in there next year.

The end result was that Valdosta sent Griffin two game films 
and Griffin sent Valdosta two game films.

Maybe, as Bond said, the Bears did their job in scouting 
VHS. The Valdosta offense looked about the same as it did all; 
season except for the turnovers. During the regular season, the 
’Cats lost but four fumbles. During the five playoff games, they! 
lost eight.

Griffin drove 46 yards in eight plays for its fourth score. An 
Ector pass was the key play, proving again that you can’tl 
depend strictly on the run to beat (or tie in this case) Valdosta.

On this night, a tie seemed plenty for the Griffin folks. For 
the Valdostans, it was not nearly enough.

Valdosta Touchdown Club Awards Banquet
. __________________________ ________________—-------------------------------: —

From Staff, Wire Reports
The annual Valdosta 

Touchdown Club football 
awards banquet is to be held 
at 7 p.m. tonight at Valdosta 
High School.

South Carolina Coach Jim 
Carlen is to be the guest 
speaker at the annual affair, 
which is to honor the 1978 
VHS football team.

Coach Nick Hyder’s 
Wildcats rolled up a 14-0-1 
record and claimed a share of 
the Class AAAA state title 
after tying Griffin’s Bears in 
the final game.

Valdosta Touchdown Club 
members are to be admitted 
free to the banquet at the VHS

For Tonight’s Game

Surprises Left 
In VHS Offense
By Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High School of­
fensive coordinator and play­
caller Butch Brooks says 
there are still a few surprises 
left in the Wildcat grab-bag.

“We’ve got two or three 
little things in store that we 
haven’t used this year,” 
Brooks said as he and 
Valdosta Coach Nick Hyder 
outlined the offensive pat­
terns for tonight’s state 
championship game against 
Griffin.

“We’ve got two or three 
sets we haven’t used. We’ve 
worked on them all year long. 
We just never had an op­
portunity in the bailgame to 
use them.

“You’re liable to see a little 
bit of it all. We’ll probably 
have to use everything to get 
by. Griffin is very tough 
defensively. I just hope we’re 
capable of putting something 
on the board.”

Valdosta averaged 33.5 
points a game this year en 
route to a 14-0 season. The 
VHS offense was never held 
to less than two touchdowns 
and scored less than 20 points 
only in two wins over 
Thomasville.

A veteran Valdosta of­
fensive line has made things 
a lot easier for junior running 
backs Irvin Roe and Ernest

“I’ve been here seven 
years, and I would say it’s the 
best offensive line since I’ve 
seen here,” Brooks said.

“We’ve had some great 
athletes on the offensive line 
but from tight end right on 
through tackle, this is the 
best one.”

Sam Fletcher is the 
number one tight end and 
lines up alongside tackles 
Scott Griffin, Harvey Carter 
and Darrell Swindle, guards 
Andy Chapman, Billy Harvey 
and Bubba Hardin and center 
Tony Blasetti.

Griffin, Chapman and 
Blasetti were all members of 
the Region 1-AAAA all-star 
squad.

The Valdosta backfield 
took a jolt in the first round of 
the playoffs when senior 
quarterback John Lastinger, 
named the 1-AAAA Offensive 
Player of the Year, was 
sidelined for the rest of the 
season with a shoulder 
separation.

Junior John Bond entered 
the game, scored three touch­
downs and helped direct 
Valdosta to a 52-0 trouncing of 
Westside (Augusta).

Bond also ran for three 
scores, including a nifty 48- 
yarder, in last week’s 23-0 win 
over Benedictine (Savan­
nah), which gave VHS its 
second straight South 
Georgia Championship.

The 6-foot-4, 180-pounder 
did receive a bruised back in 
the game but is listed as 
tonight’s probable starter.

.^e s a Mttle sore,” Brooks 
!Hld • U4.thij?k he s 8°ing to be 
all right. Once you get into

BUTCH BROOKS 
VHS Play-Caller

the heat of battle, you forget 
about those things.

“John has a great 
responsibility there. He’s 
worked at quarterback all 
year but this is the first time 
he’s had to go fulltime all the 
way.

“The biggest responsibility 
John feels is that we don’t 
have a regular quarterback I 
as such after him?’

Hyder is proud of the way 
his teammates have rallied 
around Bond.

“His teammates have 
responded to him,” Hyder 
said. “Sometimes there is a 
jealousy or a rejection but it 
didn’t happen.

“Your quarterback has to 
be the calmest person 
around. He’s the guy that has 
to set the fuse on your 
dynamite. He can’t be a 
cheerleader. He’s got to 
carry that glycerin for you.”



cw . CD 
to G •“*

u- cw C

2« ^
CO co CO
>-£ ^

UC cw

CD 7 
o

CO oo

co u

OO

i- E~
? C-* ° 73 CD -^

CO <y

CW 
CO
£

os'

CD CW

oshz 31
Ko g
£ 5

cw

a-o

6 
co

cd
^ 2

CW —

S
,n^i C

^3

co.: 0)
5 c E ^ ^ 2

2 m

(72 .1

cw x ♦J co

is cw

CW cd 
co -*j

CO

00

2 fl*

^ -o

JX^ o

S MJ®

ne'e

5 d

cd
O bD O CD 
o c c jd 

(72 r —

O u 
~ CO

‘cd XJ
co ^ Ci ‘5

5 55 «

cw

00.7 
o CD

CW <D
* ^ tig

oo 2

*- 73 E

73 CD

CO

07
CW

CO CW

CD

£

CO <D

e ? CD

£ OS CO co O CW

^785:

CD

o K

E~

CO $_ 
OO CO

CD
co C

CO

£

fc 23
- $ c, " 

HfO 
»« «/> E <D <0 2 P ^

H 2 E 
- 2 s C

<12
Eg * § «

E

2 «J

£ <D £ tlS ^

CW

00

co

<D £ <D

CW *

<D .!
oo o c

s co oo
CD •-

CO

CW “ 
CO

CW

E» 
co 2

£

CD
E 
co

. CO

£ I

CW £

«w x: i
CW — ;
CO

2 £ | $

oo2 g

CD U-G co

~ * £ 2 5 *

00 o
00 J i

oo o oox “2 

o co

CO CO o 
0) CD<X>

£

EE

c E3i
« 2 

co 5

<D
O S

° £ §

O' ts
£3°

CW UO-C

c tw
40 6 
00 co _

£

CO

E ex

00 ®

E



VHS-Westside To Test Playoff System?
It’s all up to the league coaches Htn^PTshiP 

meeting. Will it be a six-team plavoff y havetheir 
back to two? Stay tuned. P ’ ” next y^r? Will it

Last week’s record was 2-0 for an overall tnt.i . 
percent rating. overall total of i^

W ESTSIDE AT VALDOSTA
Once upon a time eight years ago, Colev 

a way to beat Valdosta. If he can do t againS^8®^out 
to crown him czar of Agusuta or 1 ght’th«youX 
Westside coach says his team corned ( something Th. 
jury-free. That might go back to th \ tonight’s gaLT 
Patriots have had since0 gift^Mppkg toeir*^ 
pionship. pp weir region chan

But Cassedy admits his ‘

Valdosta has played 12 high school football games to qualify 
for the right to play in the quarterfinal round of the state 
playoffs. Westside played only 10 games to gain the right to 
play in the same game.

Will that fact make a difference when the Wildcats line up 
against the Patriots from Augusta on the Cleveland Field turf 
tonight at 8 p.m.?

“I think at this point in the season the rest favors them,” 
Valdosta Coach Nick Hyder said earlier this week. “Early in 
the season, it’s probably best to go ahead and play it straight 
through. But at this point, the rest would have helped us.

“We did profit financially but I’d gladly swap every dime we 
made to get rid of these bruises. I think the possibility of 
playing 14 games in a season is enough. It hit just about right 
last year for us. I think the possibility of 15 is a lot of aches and 
pains.”

Westside Coach Coley Cassedy doesn’t see his team having a 
distrinct advantage by laying off for the past two weeks.

“I don’t know if the rest factor will make a difference or 
not.” Cassedy said. “We’re used to playing every week during 
the season. The only advantage is that we got to see them 
play.”

Region 1-AAAA went to a 4-team playoff system this season 
for the first time ever. Last year, the 12-team league divided 
into two subregions and the two champions met for the region 
title. This year the runners-up in each subregion got another 
shot at winning the whole shooting match in the playoffs.

Two years ago, the team with the best regular season record 
was declared the champion. That’s the system Valdosta 
football fans would have favored this season since the Wildcats 
whipped every league contender during the regular season en 
route to a 10-0 record.

‘I voted against the four-team system, and I’d do it again,” 
Hyder said. “By virtue of their 10-0 record, Westside was the 
region champion. We were 10-0 and it qualified us to play two 
night gameS A good test for this sys^m is going to be Friday 

Valdosta offensive coordinator Butch Brooks made his 
feelings clear on the subject after VHS escaped with a grueling 
^■yv'etnryover Thomasville last week for the 1-AAAA title $ 
t n tht'nk u ® ridiculous that a team goes 10-0 and everyooay 
° „ge ’ anothershot at them,” the Wildcats’ play-caller said.

•' ■ ■■',M<“--:* *:®::*S;sWK:WSSSKS^^

vm»X ” “ ’ £^£g^£^^^^^^|^j£^^
Mike

next

Chason
Times Sports Editor

The real reason the playoff system has been cussed and 
discussed so much this season is Valdosta’s unblemished 
record. Wildcat fans rightly believe their team proved itself 
one time and did it in a fashion not known in this region since 
Thomasville rolled through the regular season and the playoffs 
unbeaten in 1973.

However, long before Valdosta even played a game, many 
fans questioned whether putting four teams in the playoffs was 
a good idea. There were some Lowndes’ fans in that number 
even though it meant their team got a second chance to beat 
Valdosta and gave both schools an extra financial bonanza.

Most folks, myself included, do seem to go along with the 
subregion winners knocking heads but figure that allowing a 
second place finisher in a subregion a shot at the region 
championship is too much of a good thing. Again, this isn’t just 
the opinion of those people with the “Wildcat Power” stickers 
on their bumpers. Some of that “This Is Viking Country” 
crowd aid faded memories of “LHS 7, VHS 2” is mixed in 
mere.

How?,ver’ ^e region playoff system may be the coming 
A an oddity> at least half the regions in Classes
AAA A and AAA used some form of it this year. If Westside had

out cassedy admits his team is small h. . ,
good runners but nobody to open consistent ff he ^ two 
Tonight, we can all find out whether

s opinion isrealism or pessimism.
As for Valdosta Coach

capable of pulling off a victory be^ween^h/’n is 
walls tonight. But he also sayste doesn’t^m ^ ^^

That last observation may be the clincher With .h „ 
Roe package of “double dynamite” exnuLu Jhe King- 
talented of an offensive line, sXesiXl h* 
popping up on the board. Xes are bound to start

With Hyder’s stingiest defense in five years t. h u l 
Patriot offense which only averaged i/T^ h d back a 
looks like win number 13 on the VHS ledger ^«a g?“’ u 
28-7, Valdosta. g r The guess here is

Ie is

_ ,... HAMILTON AT WEST NASSAU
Coy Whitener planned to get his Hamilton Count r • the state playoffs this season but he diSt plan to H in 

6 season record and a vote of the league coaches W“ha 4'
But that’s the way it happened.
Hamilton is either going to null the nn... . ... 

tonight or the Trojans are going to end a rather str ^ centur-v 
a losing note. I’m notone to buck the odds. WertNaMauTu"

their tickets

sale Wednesd
wood Plaza.

Wednesday* aAhebo a P m today a»d from 9 a m A, 
“ctets’ar’eTo^

-Times Staff Photo by Robert Winter H,Brook-

liilf

The «ne formed earlv a a Ticket TlTriC
•Id Valdosta High School band6* '°ng this morning at the 
vent on sale for the quarr T? on Slater as tickets 
,f CU^"6®" VHS and wtstside of A4AA footban Playoff
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Entire Stock of Boots Reduced!! 

s^-^ - w^^

i H Sa,e End« Won.

ladies
_ «rC^ Shoes 

heels PumDsnso^OO|d i^0™' P°,y b°"°™, high heels, low

DOWNTOWN Jratterson

. . . FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
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DOWNTOWN VALDOSTA’:

DOWNTOWN VALDOSTA’S
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By MIKE CHASON
No 'good football team 

survives without quality 
□layers and sound coaching. 
As evidenced by the 1978 
Region 1-AAAA aU„^ 
selections, Valdosta High 
School has a solid mixture of 
both.

Senior quarterback John 
Lastinger of Valdosta was 

the Year, and senior cor 
nerback Troy Jh^ teodf 
Valdosta was se‘ecte 
Defensive Player of the Year S "he balloting released 
today by ththePT2S'lIague 
who cover the 12 league 
schools.

Hyder, a unanim 
has guidedselection, has 8u‘u^d team to a 12-0 record and 

league title this yea . 
Wildcats host Wes 
tonight in the quarter 
round of the state playoff

“I’m just proud to be a 
of it,” Hyder said, 
there’s just so many P’ involved in.ourprogram 
I can’t take the credi I 
call on these coacbe® e?] 
the morning, and th y J 
a great job.”

TODAY, SATURDAY AND MONDAY
Super special on

MEN’S DRESS SHOES 
Lace up or Loafer Styles 

Regular $35.00 to $50.00

SALE* 19.99,.,’34.99
Entire Stock

LADIES FALL SHOES
Regular $24.00 to $44.00

SALE* 19.99„.’38.99
One group

LADIES BOOTS
Regular heel or wedge style

Regular $35.00 pair

sau’21.99

riy^^^^!^L^==^

SAI 
Mond 
These 
reguk 
saving 
the m 
Tutesd 
Luke’s

And for the second time in 
his five seasons as tne 
Wildcat head coach, Nick 
Hvder was named Coach of 
the Year. Hyder also 
received the honor in 1^5 
when his team captured the 
region championship after 
going 3-7 the year before.

Butch Baker ’ and Freddy Jerry Baker included 
Wa£r!rade coaches Norman ninth grade c Rome, 
Sainz I."m Burroughs, scout trainer Jim . Va]dosta 
Larry High coaches David Junior Hign williams,

ove^n in the rushing stats 
with 419 yards on 75 carries.

Thomas handled his 
fi«r%i^  ̂

Si&

On the second team, 
Valdosta placed senior wide 
JecXer Fredrick Blair and 
senior punter Rodney Gor 
don.

I owndes had four first 
team Picks deluding senior 
linebacker R°nnX/piaver 

vear’s Defensive Pia.S the Year, junior noseguard

to $31





Wildcats South Georgia Champs
... See Page 8

IPs Good
Augusta s Westside High School Patriot Number 25 looks 

^out wearily after the Valdosta High School Wildcats 
cored vet another touchdown Friday >t Cleveland Field.

This was the scene for the 1-AAAA quarter finals as tlte 
Wildcats scored 52-0. — Times Staff Photo By Robert
Winter III.

Valdosta, Westside Match
Set For Cleveland Field
By The Associated Press
Fulton, Lithonia and 

Cedartown will continue their 
prep football seasons next 
weekend after victories 
Saturday.

Derrell Pryor tossed a 10- 
yard touchdown pass to 
Wallace Cook and Lamar 
Whatley ran for a score as 
Cedartown beat Rockmart 15­
0 for the Region 7AAA 
championship.

Fulton defeated Price 14-0, 
and Lithonia blanked 
Southwest-Atlanta 23-0 in the

7 win over Thomasville and
another 1AAAA title.

Thomasville took a 7-6 
halftime lead when Guy 
McIntyre caught a 41-yard 
pass from Johnny Chastain at 
the goal line. The Wildcats 
capitalized on a Thomasville 
fumble on the Thomasville 24 
to score their go-ahead touch- * 
down.

■ Lakeside completed a 
double sweep of the Athens 
teams by edging previously 
undefeated Cedar Shoats 6-2 
in 8AAAA. The Vikings 
defeated Clarke Central last 
weekend.

Vikings quarterback Mark 
Fleetwood hit split end Tom 
Bartik on a 47-yard pass play 
to put Lakeside up 6-0. Cedar 
Shoals’ two points came on a 
late-game safety which 
Lakeside elected to give the 
Jaguars rather than risk a 
fumble on its own 3-yard line.

other games.
Cedartown, 10-0-1, had its 

first undefeated season since 
' 1956, and won its second 

consecutive ragj,jna 
championship. The Bulldogs 
play Dalton next weekend.

Valdosta’s Frederick Blair 
made a leaping, one-armed 
catch of an 18-yard John 
Lastinger pass to send the 
Wildcats on their way to a 12-

Region Champs
Class AAAA

Region 1—Valdosta . .
Region?—Northside-Warner Robins
Region 3—Benedictine
Region 4—Westside
Region 5—Sprayberry
Region 6—Griffin
Region 7—Douglass 
Region B—Lakeside

Class AAA
Region 1—Ware Co.
Region 2—Swainsboro
Region 3—Americus
Region 4—Westminster
Region 5—Lithonia
Region 6—Dalton
Region 7—Rockmart 
Regions—Gainesville

Class AA
Region 1—Mitchell Co.
Region 2-Claxton
Region 3—Mary Persons 
Region 4—Lincoln Co. 
Regions-Nor th Springs 
Region*—Fulton 
Region7—East Rome 
Regions—Commerce

Class A
Region 1—Miller Co.
Region 2—Charlton Co.
Region 3—Johnson Co. 
Region*—Warren Co. 
Regions—Hogansville 
Region*—Gordon Lee 
Region 7—Feldwood 
Regions—Buford

Area Basketball Roundup

Valdosta Opens
By Times Staff Writer

Valdosta opens its season 
at home and Lowndes hits the 
road in area basketball action 
T“^d^ ^

Kittens host Tift c.0UPj, 
(Tifton) in a 7 p.m. twin-bill 
o be p ayed at the Valdosta 

Junior High School gym­
nasium. The high school gym 
floor is under repair.

Lowndes travels l° Nash­
ville, Ga., for a P% 
against Berrien. LHS s girls 
team knocked °« D™^* 
(Albany) 91-35 Friday night, 
and the LHS boys dropped a 
78-66 decision.

In games against Cook 
(Adel) Saturday night, 
Berrien’s girls took an 80-56 
decision, and Berrien s boys

hammered out an 88-50 win.
The 7 p.m. girls’ game in 

that doubleheader matches 
two of the top squads in the 
state last year. ,

Coach Charles Cooper s 
Vikettes finished first in the 
Class AAA (now AAAA) 
ranks with a 30-0 record, and 
Coach Ken Weeks’ Berrien 
girls’ team was state runner- 
up in the Class AA (now AAA) 
category. .

Larry Cowart makes his 
coaching debut in the 
Valdosta-Tift contests. 
Cowart took over both 
Valdosta squads this season 
after coaching at Irwin 
County (Ocilla) each of the 
past three seasons.

Cowart’s Wildcats are to be 
without the servicesofthe

Season
school’s football players who 
also play basketball. The 
VHS football team is involved 
in the state playoffs.

Last year, Valdosta lost 
five games before the football 
players returned to 
strengthen the lineup.

In other games Tuesday, 
it’s Irwin Academy (Mystic) 
at Valwood, North Florida 
Junior College (Madison) at 
Jacksonville, Fla., against 
Edward Waters’ junior 
varsity team, Cook at 
Waycross, Georgia Christian 
(Dasher) at Citizen’s 
Christian (Douglas), Lanier 
County (Lakeland, Ga.) at 
Blackshear and Atkinson 
County (Pearson) at Echols 
County (Statenville).
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Wildcats Win Again
... See Page 6

Go ’Cats, Score Again
: smiles rarely left the fans’ faces. The Wildcats beat
t Westside High School of Augusta 52-0.—Times Staff Photo.

Valdosta High School students’ smiling faces reflect the 
mood of the 1-AAAA Quarter Final playoff Friday night at 
Cleveland Field. The game was in the ‘Cats favor and the

Georgians Top 40 
High School ' 
Prospects

G-{«B*U.n>,wSU M 195
Jota Laetiager. VaMoata. 6-0, 1S»

Hemer Jordan Cedar sOa.
Benjie McLmoe, Henderson, 6-2/180
. Banning Backs

X11^ East Rome, 6-0 175
Chucky Davis, SW Macoi 6-0, 185 

_ ^^ Dorsey. Lajteside 0 0 iu

^■P.8'”®®"*. Colombia. 0-1, 187
Billy Prescott, Laney, Ml, i»2
_ Receivers

OB' C‘St' Griffin, 6-0, 17#
Cole Egan, Westminster 6-3 iso

GR^RlDure’ Thomasville, 6-3, 226
Ron Barkley Lamar (X, 6-0, 175
D „ Linemen

E**1 Be™*, 6-4, 236
™rew Provence, Benedictine™m Caw. Tift <^ty M 5

Randy Edwards, Wheeler
M^«S^’^^ »^ 
®*ark Bicknese, Clarkston. 6-5

JwInB.£L^S* Atla»<*-M 196

Tim fete^*^’ft >«

Tl® Painter, Dalton. 6-3
Lm VaW«ota. 5-io 175Lyan Roberts, Valdosta^ 5.10 ton£“ Eaton, Westm^^’ JU

URoy K^M&J*1M?. »«
Greg Fil S^^^AIi 1«
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