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PREFACE

Enclosed, you will find the statistical history of Valdosta State College
baseball, from 1955 through 1977. This is Volume i, The Years. It contains,
to the best of my knowledge, each, and every player, who ever batted, or pitch-
ed for Valdosta State, and that player's correct, yearly statistics.

Volume 11, The Players, contains year-by-year, and career statistics on
each player in Valdosta State baseball history, and also includes hitting totals,
pitching totals, tournament records, and all the other records that make baseball
a statisticians dream.

| want to thank, Steve Roberts, Gene Felts, Bill Thomas, Coach Tommy Thomas,
Coach Bill Grant, the 1976 Blazer baseball team, and Dr. Floyd Toth, for their
help in the preperation of these volumes. | especially want to say, ''thanks,"
to my wife, Jody, for putting-up with me while | prepared this work.

All the mistakes are mine. That includes-- statistical, pictorial, spelling,
typing, and characterization. 1 hope that my grammar, and other English usage
is correct. Even if it is not, | assume that you will still get the meaning.

Because of the lack of scorebooks, from the 1955, 1956, 1957, 1958, 1959,
and 1961 seasons, statistics from these years are as correct as possible. Please
bring to my attention any errors in this text, and | will include corrections
when this volume is updated in 1982. | hope that you enjoy reading this book
as much as | enjoyed preparing it.

Dave Waples

Athletic Department
Valdosta State College
Valdosta, Ga. 31601

IMPORTANT DATES IN VSC BASEBALL HISTORY

1954-- First baseball season ... went 3-2 against JUCO competition. 1955-- First
season of '"'official' intercollegiate competition ... with Walter Cottingham as

coach, VSC was 6-5. 1958-- VSC joined the Georgia Conference (GIAC). 1959--

Gary Colson became coach, as VSC went 10-11. 1960-- Bill Grant became coach, and

VSC won the GIAC title (15-5), but had to vacate because of inelgible players.

1962-- Coach Grant finished constructing Rebel Field, and VSC joined the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA). 1965-- VSC won their first
"official' Georgia Conference championship, and received a bid to NAIA District-25
play. 1968-- Tommy Thomas became coach ... VSC went 15-9 this season. 1969--

VSC won both the GIAC, and the District-25 tournament ... entered NAIA Area-5 play-
offs for the first time ... had the best record in history (27-10). 1970-- Repeated
GIAC, and District-25 titles. 1971-- Again, repeated GIAC, and District-25 titles,
1972-- Won Georgia Conference, and District-25, for the 4th. consecutive year. 1973--
Nickname changed from Rebels, to Blazers ... won NAIA District, and Area, and competed
in the NAIA World Series for the first time in history ... dropped frcm GIAC. 197h4--
Won the newly formed South Atlantic Conference, and the NCAA Regional ... competed in
the NCAA World Series ... joined the NCAA. 1975-- received a bid to the NCAA Regional.
1977-- Won the South Atlantic Conference, and hosted the NCAA Regionals ... won the -
Regionals on a bottom-of-the-ninth, two-run-homer by Craig Viers, to advance to their
second appearance at the NCAA World Series. '

Valdosta State has had three first-tzam Atl-Americans-~ Gene Felts by the NAlA in both
1972, and 1973; Sam Bowen by the NCAA in 1974; and, Viers by the NCAA in 1977. Alsc,
three Blazers were named second-team, NCAA, All -American-- Skip Fite, Steve McDiffit,
and Cecil Whitehead (all in 1977).
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1955 RESIME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

Valdosta State began its baseball program in 1954, playing a 5-game junior
college schedule, winning 3, and losing 2. In 1955, under the prodding of fresh-
man, baseball nut, Emory Mobley, Coach Walter Cottingham made baseball an official
sport, by embarking on an 11-game schedule, along with several exhibition games
against JC's. The VSC athletic teams (which only included basketball and baseball
at this point) received a nickname in the Spring of this year, when the student
body voted to adopt the REBEL as their mascot.

This first VSC team suffered from a lack of funds, equipment, and coaching.
Mr. Cottingham acknowledged his lack of expertise about the game, and practices
were haphazardly held, and organized. Players often had to supply their own bats
and balls, and the campus area (where Patterson Hall is now located) where practice
was held, was both bumpy and unfit for suitable drills.

Most games were played on the road (a few were held at Pendleton Park, where
Valdosta's Class-D team performed), often on 2 and 3 day road-trips. Private cars
were used for travel, with Coach Cottingham's station wagon being the least desir-
able, since the coach had a propensity for often running along the berm of the road.
Mobley, when forced to ride with the coach, demanded (and wore) the catcher's
equipment; sitting in the back seat, and holding on for dear life. As the wagon
began its treacherous trip, Mobley would always yell, 'Give it some gas, 'Mad-Man-
Muntz'."

The Rebels went 6-5 this first year, beating Piedmont and Oglethorpe three
times each, but losing to the more experienced clubs from Georgia Teachers, and
North Georgia. Marvin Hatcher (3-2), and Bob McElvey (2-2) handled the majority
of the pitching chores, and suffered from both wildness, and shoddy fielding on
the part of the team.

Hitting was sufficient, with right-fielder Roy McQuaig (.395), shortstop Gene
Gray (.356), and center-fielder Bob Green (.333) leading the way, but against top
pitching offered by Teachers and North Georgia, the Rebs suffered, scoring only 12
total runs in their five losses.

These first team members, however, were pioneers for players that would later
put Valdosta State on the baseball map. Had these men had the advantages of good
coaching, proper equipment and practice facilities, their record would have been
much better.

THE LIRRARY POUND HALL ON NORTEH CAMPUS




VALDOSTA STATE

1955 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won 6 - lost §

AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB

Roy McQuaig, rf 38 12 15 .- .395 -— - - -
Gene Gray, ss Ls 15 16 .- .356 - - - -
Bob Green, cf 36 9 12 -= .333 - - - -
Marvin Hatcher, p 15 4 5 ~= .333 — - = -
Noel George, 3b Ly 6 12 - .273 _— - . -
Emory Mobley, 2b 37 7 9 - .243 .- - - --
Ed Deaton, 1b 30 6 7 - .233 _— - - -—
Bill Long, ¢ 32 6 7 - .219 -— - - -
Bob McElvey, p 13 5 2 - .154 - - - -
Jack Knight, 1f 35 11 5 - .143 — - - -
TOTALS 358 36 97 -- 271 -— - - -

(Murray Comer, rf 7-2, .286; Larry Massey, rf 7-2, .286; John Nossick, 1b
8-2, .250; Jack Bates, 1f 8-1, .125; Ashley Hill, 1f 2-0, .000; Sam
McGowan, rf 1-0, .000)

WON LOST PCT,

Jack Knight 1 0 1.000
Marvin Hatcher 3 2 .600
Bob McElvey 2 2 .500
Roy McQuaig 0 1 .000
TOTALS 6 5 .545

VSC 19, Piedmont ........... 1

VSC 6, Piedmont ....oovvn.. 0
(L) vsC 3, Georgia Teachers ... 7
(L) vsC 3, Georgia Teachers ... 14
(L) vsc 0, Georgia Teachers ... 13

VSC 21, Oglethorpe ......... 2
VSC 7, Oglethorpe ......... 0
VSC 10, Oglethorpe ......... 3
VSC 11, Piedmont ........... 9
(L) vsC 3, North Georgia ...... 5
(L) vsc 3, North Georgia ...... 8

NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistics available, are shown. Only those
game results available, are calculated into statistics. Only games versus
senior, degree-granting, college institutions are calculated into statistics.

Georgia Teachers is now Georgia Southern.



Row One: Sam McGowen, Murray Comer, Jack Knight, Buck ‘afford, Ashley Hill, Jack Bates. llow Two: Ed Deaton,
Johu Mobley, Gene Gray, Robert McElvey, Milton Blaine, Bob Green, Nocl ticorge, Coach Cottingham.

The Administration Buildiny as seen from Patterson Street.
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1956 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

1956 was a '"'bummer'' for VSC baseball. After a successful 6-5 beginning in 1955,
the Rebels dropped to 2-8 against senior college competition. The club had Marvin
Hatcher back as their ace, but the Columbus, Ga. native suffered from anemic team
offense and could only show a 2-5 mark for his efforts.

Left-fielder Dick Smith, who saw limited action, led the hitters with a .400
average, but no regular hit over the prized .300 mark. The loss of stalwarts Roy
McQuaig and Noel George helped lead to the team's downfall, and only sophomore
center-fielder Ashley Hill (.244), and third-baseman Gene Gray (.279) supplied
any offensive power.

Coach Cottingham saw the season begin on a losing note, by dropping two single
games to Florida Southern (5-4 and 6-0) in Lakeland. The Rebels did defeat North
Georgia 8-1, behind Hatcher's four-hitter, but could win only one of three from
Piedmont, while losing two to both Georgia Teachers and North Georgia.

ASHLEY HALL

Tennis Class in Session. ’ Student Golfers Tue Off.




VALDOSTA STATE

1956 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won 2 - lost

AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B R SB
Dick Smith, If 20 4 8 - .400 - 20 >
Charles Sheffield, of-p 10 1 3 -- .300 - - - - v -
Gene Gray, 3b 43 6 12 -- .279 -— - - -
Ed Deaton, 1b 37 3 10 -- .270 -— - - —_—
John MclLeod, ss 38 4 10 - .263 -— - - -
Walter Bartee, of 12 1 -- .250 -- - - -
Ashley Hill, cf 41 5 10 -- .2k —- - - -
Joe Wilson, 1b-of 39 b 8 -- .205 -— - - -
Emory Mobley, 2b 25 3 5 -- .200 _— - - --
Joe Tarpley, c 32 6 6 -- .188 — - - -
Marvin Hatcher, p 16 4 3 -- .188 -— - - -
Hugh Stephenson, inf 16 1 2 - .125 _— - - —
TOTALS 343 42 82 - .239 — - .

(Chip Washington, p 7-2, .286; Billy Watson, ¢ 4-0, .000; Garmon Joiner, 1b
2-0, .000; Jimmy Devane, p 1-0, .000)

WON LOST PCT. ry

Marvin Hatcher 2 5 .286
Charles Sheffield 0 1 .000
Chip Washington 0 2 .000
TOTALS 2 8 .200

(L) vsC L, Florida Southern .... 5

(L) vsC 0, Florida Southern .... 6

VsSC 8, North Georgia ....... 1

(L) vsc 8, North Georgia ....... 9

(L) vSC 5, Piedmont ....oevu.n.. 6

(L) vsC 1, Georgia Teachers .... 10

(L) vsC 1, Georgia Teachers .... 8

VSC 10, Piedmont ............ 6

(L) vsC 2, Piedmont ............ 3

(L) vsC 3, North Georgia ....... 13

NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistics available, are shown. Only those
game results available, arz calculated into statistics. Only games versus «
senior, degree-granting, c>llege institutions are calculated into statistics.

Georgia Teachers is now Geor gia Southern. -
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VALDOSTA STATE

1957 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 2 - lost 7

~ AB R H BI AYG, 2B 3R R SB

Noel George, ss 31 12 13 - 419 _— - - -
Gerald DelLaney, 3b 32 2 10 -- .313 - - - -
Emory Mobley, 2b 30 7 8 -- .267 _— - - -
Ashley Hill, cf 25 6 6 @ -- .240 — - - -
Joe Tarpley, ¢ 33 5 7 -- .212 - = - --
Johnny Purvis, 1f-1b 29 2 6 -- .207 _— - - -
Bob McElvey, p-of 20 4 4 -- .200 - - - -
Bennie James, of 10 1 2 -- .200 - - - -
Dickie Allen, rf 28 1 L -- L143 -— - - -
Joe Wilson, 1b 14 2 2 -- 143 -— - - -
Chip Washington, p 16 1 0 -- .000 -— - - -
TOTALS 296 46 64 -~ .216 — - - -

(Ben Wood, rf 7-1, .143; A.J. Jarvis, rf 9-1, .111; Jack Rowe, p 8-0,
.000; Jim Hathaway, 1b 3-0, .000; Jack Bates, 2b 1-0, .000)

WON LOST PCT,
Bob McElvey 2 2 .500
Jack Rowe 0 2 .000
Chip Washington 0 3 .000
TOTALS 2 7 222

(L) vsC 7, Florida Southern .... 15

(L) vsc 5, Florida Southern .... 7

(L) vsc 6, Piedmont ............ 9

~ VSC 8, Piedmont ............ 7

(L) vSC 6, North Georgia ....... 8

(L) vsC 3, North Georgia ....... 6

(L) vsc 1, Jacksonville ....... 4

VSC 8, Piedmont ............ 7

(L) vsC 2, North Georgia ....... 3

NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistics available, are shown. Only those
game results available, are calculater into statistics. Only games versus
senior, degree-granting, college inst.tutions are calculated into statistics.
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1957 RESUME ‘
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS »

On paper, the 1957 edition of the baseball Rebels appeared as a ''sure-fire'
winner. Noel George was back (after a year at South Carolina to play football),
and would play short. Emory Mobley was at second, and while he was known as
""good-field, no-hit," he was tough in the clutch. Gerald Delaney, one of the
school's best ever players, was at third, with Johnny Purvis and Joltin' Joe
Wilson sharing duties at first. The veteran Ashley Hill was in center, with
Dickie Allen in right, and Purvis, Bennie James, and Bob McElvey sharing left.

Behind the plate was super catcher Joe Tarpley. All of this and a dismal -
2-7 record. The Rebels were a good fielding team, with soundness at all positions,
but the hitting fell to an all-time low (.216). Even with anemic hitting, the
team could have made it, but there was NO pitching; none at all. McElvey (2-2)
won the Rebels! only two games (beating Piedmont twice), but neither was a gem.

George (.419), and Delaney (.313) led the hitters, while Hill (.240) and
Tarpley supplied the power, but VSC's pitching held opponents under six runs in
only two games. The schedule was tougher too. Florida Southern was a major

- power, while Jacksonville, and North Georgia were very respectable small-college

teams.
As in previous years the Rebels did fare very well against junior college

competition, winning 7 of 10 games. But even these were slugfests, with VSC's
hitters faced every contest with outscoring an opponent with superior pitching.

‘*--4

Back row: Coach Cottingham, Johany Purvis, Dewaine Skiles, Jack Rowe, Jack Bates. Sccond
row: Ashley Hill, Jim Stovall, Joe Tzrpley. Fr nt row: Jim Hathaway, Ben Waod.







VALDOSTA STATE

1958 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won 2 - lost 5

&
AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
Johnny Purvis, 3b 17 L 6 -- .353 - - - -
R4 Joe Tarpley, c 12 2 o -- .333 - - - --
Buddy Wilburn, rf 9 0 3 -- .333 -- - - --
Ashley Hill, cf 13 5 4 -- .308 - - - --
Ben Wood, 1b 13 2 4 -- .308 - - - --
Eddie Herndon, 2b 17 3 5 - .294 - - - --
Dickie Allen, ss 14 5 4 - .286 - - - -
Lamar Pearson, 1f 17 3 4 -- .235 - - - --
TOTALS 129 28 35 -- 271 - - - --
(Jack Rowe, p 5-1, .200; Willard Griffis, 2b 4-0, .000; Marvin Hatcher, p
3-0, .000; Bill Hay, 2b 2-0, .000; Jim Hathaway, 1b 2-0, .000; Mike
Hampton, ph 1-0, .000)
- WON LOST PCT,
Marvin Hatcher 1 1 .500
Jack Rowe 1 2 .333
v Mike Hampton 0 2 .000
TOTALS 2 5 .286
(L) vsC 6, Stetson .......... 15
(L) vsC 9, North Georgia .... 18%
(L) VSC 5, Piedmont ......... 6%
VSC 11, Piedmont ......... 6
(L) VSC 2, Mercer ........... 5%
VSC 9, Jacksonville ..... 5
(L) vsC 2, Jacksonville ..... 10

NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistics available, are shown. Only those
game results available, ar= calculated into statistics. Only games versus
senior, degree-granting, college institutions are calculated into statistics.

*denotes that no batting statistics are available for this particular game.
1958 was VSC's first year in the Georgia Conference, and unfortunately of
all the early years of Reb:1 baseball, 1958 has the least information avail-
. able. The Rebels finished 1-2 in the Conference this season.




1958 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

1958 was continued disaster for Valdosta State baseball. The loss of Noel
George, and Gerald Delaney, plus the sitting-out of Emory Mobley hurt the team
immeasureably. Marvin Hatcher (1-1) returned for his final season on the mound,
but received little help from Jack Rowe (1-2), and Mike Hampton (0-2).

The team's hitting was its main forte, with all the regulars over the .286 *
mark. Third-baseman Johnny Purvis (.353), led the club, with Joe Tarpley (.333),
Buddy Wilburn (.333), Ben Wood (.308), and Ashley Hill (.308) close behind.

Even a 205 record was remarkable, considering that every opponent scored
at least five runs, with three teams going into double didgets. The season;s
lone bright spot was a 9-5 win over small-college power Jacksonville, behind
Hatcher, aided by the clutch hitting of Purvis and Hill. Stetson, North Georgia,
and Mercer brightened their seasons; with convincing wins at the Rebels expense.

This was Coach Cottingham;s final year at the helm of the baseball team,
and also marked the school's entrance into the Georgia Intercolilegiate Baseball
Conference. The conference would expand into basketball in 1959, and encompass
other sports in the 1960's. VSC ended 1-2, in the conference, this first year,
with strong North Georgia winning the championship.

While Coach Cottingham did not produce winning teams regularly, and was
often kidded about his driving, all of his former players would agree that he
personified a Christian character. He was deeply religious, and insisted upon
fair play, and good sportsmanship. His presence at the head of VSC's athletic
program brought praise for the college, from the community and sport opponents -
alike.

(;

His athletes, like all athletes, however, spawned a great area in regard
to philosophy, temperment, and actions. One of the more humorous notes occured
on a road-trip in '58. The team was staying together in a barracks arrangement,
with chatter among the players, as everyone was preparing for bed. Coach
Cottingham, as was his habit, knelt by his bed to say his nightly prayers. One
of the players, over the din of his teammates, was attempting to ask the coach
a question. After repreated attempts, of which Coach Cottingham was unaware
because of his pre-occupation with his prayers, the player blurted out, " God-
damn it Coach, are you listening.' Such are baseball players.

SOCIAL SCIENCE

Mr. William M. Gabard Miss Mildred M. Price Dr. J. Ralph Thaxton Mrs. Joe Wisenbaker

Dr. J. A. Durrenberger

A.B.,, M.A. A.B.,, AM. A.B., M.A,, Ph.D A.B., M.S.Ed
: -B. A D. .B. DO.xd. A.B., A M., Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Associate Professor of Professor of History Assoriate’ Professor of Prof"s;()r of :Sociology
History History Sociology
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1959 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

The 1958-1959 year in Valdosta State athletic history was a '"turning-
point' of sorts. The college hired Gary Colson, from near-by Dasher, fresh
out of David Lipscomb (Tenn.) College, to coach basketball, and also handle
baseball in the Spring. Colson immediately recruited some talented round-ball
players, and used them in baseball too.

Colson was not a fantastic baseball coach (his love for basketball super-
ceded everything else), but had some players who knew the game, and he also
embarked the Rebels on their best schedule ever. Practices, however, did not
radically change from the Cottingham era, as freshman Tommy Thomas recalled:

"l remember several days that Coach Colson called practice, and only Joe Tarpley,
Emory Mobley, and | were there."

From the basketball Rebs, Colson had '"Big'" Buck Ethredge (.333 and 6-3 on
the hill), shortstop Hansel Faulkner (.317), and outfielders Willard Griffis,
and Dewey Hulsey. Senior back-stop Tarpley (.313), and second-baseman Mobley
(.250) added college experience to the squad. Ethredge threw three (still a
school record, although often tied) shut-outs, as the Rebels ended with a 10-11
slate.

VSC started very slow, losing 8 of their first 10, including four games in
the conference (each conference team was to play each other conference team twice,
with only the first-game of home-and-home doubleheaders counting as a conference
fray). Ethredge then shut-out Berry, and the Rebs eventually finished 6-5 in the
GIAC.

Included in the team's wins during the season was a 12-4 thumping of soon-
to-be arch-rival West Georgia, and a decision over power ful Jacksonville (4-0),
behind an Ethredge whitewashing. The worst loss in the school's history also
occurred this year. Mercer won a 24-0 laugher, in a game that saw VSC unable to
execute either offensively, or defensively.

TOMMY THOMAS-—PITCHER AND CATCHER
- o A '

BUCK ETHRIDGE, PITCHER AND CATCHER




VALDOSTA STATE

1959 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 10 - lost 11

AB R H BI AVG, .
Buck Ethredge, of-p 51 8 17 12 .333
Hansel Faulkner, ss 60 14 19 6 .317

Joe Tarpley, c 48 11 15 9 .313 vV
Lamar Pearson, cf 59 10 15 4 .254
Emory Mobley, 2b L8 9 12 3 .250
Tommy Thomas, 3b-p 53 7 13 5 .245
Willard Griffis, If 31 4 7 3 .226
Dewey Hulsey, rf 38 4 6 1 .158
Mike Hampton, 1b-p 24 4 3 L .125
James David, 1b 23 0 2 0 .087
TOTALS 418 73 113 49 .270

(Jimmy Harrington, rf 14-4, .286; Ray Moore, 1b 10-0, .000; Joe
Wilson, 3b 5-0, .000; Jerry Studdard, 1f 4-0, .000; Jerry Hancock,
ph 1-0,  .000)

WON LOST PCT. |
Buck Ethredge 6 3 .667 |
Mike Hampton 2 b .333
Tommy Thomas 2 4 .333 e ‘
TOTALS 10 11 476 |
(L) vsC 2, Piedmont .......... L VSC 6, Berry voeeveeennnn.. 3
(L) vSC 4, Piedmont .......... 8 (L) vSC O, Tampa «.evvvnunnnnn. 5
(L) vsSC 3, Mercer ............ 11 VSC 5, Tampa «vvvvevevennns b
(L) vsC 6, Stetson ........... 7 VSC 12, West Georgia ....... 4
VSC 13, Stetson ........... 11 VSC 8, Berry .ooeevinenvnn. 0%
(L) vsC 2, oglethorpe ........ 14 VSC 4, Jacksonville ....... 0%
(L) vsC 1, Jacksonville ...... 8* (L) VvSC 0, Mercer ........u.... 24
. VSC 5, North Georgia ..... 3 (L) vsc 6, vglethorpe ......... 9%
(L) vsC 0, Piedmont .......... 6 VSC 9, Shorter ............ 0%
(L) vsc 3, North Georgia ..... 7 VST 7, Shorter ............ 0¥
VSC 11, Berry ......... “e.. O
NOTE: only those batting and pitching statistic; available, are shown. * de- \

notes that no batting statistics arz available for this particular gare. RB!'s,
doubles, triples, home runs, and stolen base s. atistics were not available.
Only the winning, or losing, pitcher was avail.ble re: pitching statistics.
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By JULIAN MILLER

Billy Grant built Valdosta State College’s
Blazer Field baseball park with his own two
bands. But he built the VSC athletic
programs with his personality and deter-
mination. . ‘
- Grant, the 48-year-old athletic director at
VSC, takes absolutely no credit for the
tremendous success the athletic program
has enjoyed. But his co-workers give it all to
hi

m.

A Valdosta native who has always excelled
in everything from athletics and girls to
charming the fangs off a rattlesniake, Grant
takes a back seat to most of the action in the
school’s athletic department.

It’s part of his philosophy. .

Some may think it laziness or disinterest
on Grant's part that his coaches are left to
fend for themselves. But most of them vow
they would rather have it that way. And they
all insist Grant has always been there when
they needed him.

[..A Special Insight

“I call it the soft touch,” Grant says. I

don’t believe in ordering people around. I
believe in asking them in a nice way. And if
you do, it’ll get done.”
© Grant’s the first to admit that doesn’t
always work so well.
* “Take Tommy (Thomas, VSC’s baseball
coach), I can turn anything over to Tommy
and it'll get done. Other people ... well, I
might have to prod them a little. But always
with the soft touch.”

The soft touch is the major part of Grant’s
easy-going attitude. But don’t confuse the
soft touch with weakness. Once Grant has his
mind made up, it’s not likely to change
easily.

. Lyndal Worth found that.cut the hard way
when she was hired to start the girls
basketball program at the school.

Lady Blazers, she had a giant’s goals with a
midget’s pocketbook. But when she
demanded more equal treatment with the
men, Grant put his foot down.

. “He stood his ground,’’ Mrs. Worth recalls.
I guess I just had'to learn he was the boss.
The only time he ever raised his voice to me
was when I lost my temper at him. I guess
you could say he responded inkind.

. ‘I suppose I had backed him into a corner.
But other than that instance, he has never
been anything but a perfect gentleman
. around me. And he didn't seem to hold a
grudge because of it.” . . .
. '¥SC’s coaclies have & free Hand with their
program. And most of them have become

. When she first took over the helm of tﬁe,

Granlt 1Is believer|

| In The Soft Sell
A pproach To Life|

super successful because of it.

“Billy believes in giving a coach a certain
amount of responsibility and allowing him to
work it the way he thinks best,” said Dr.
Dave Waples, head coach of the cross
country Blazers. Lo ‘

““He’s there if you need him. If not, he's
not there pressuring you every day. It's a lot
easier 'to work under those conditions.” )

“Billy’s not always looking over your
shoulder,” said Mrs. Worth. “In fact, I guess
the thing I like best about working under him
isthe freedom I have.”

Grant got his break when he was young
and he has never forgotten it. When he goes
looking for a new coach he usually ends up

‘with a young one with unproven talents. And

they usually fare quite well,

One of those was Thomas, who Grant
watched through high school and college an
finally offered a job to even though
Thomas didn’t plan to go into the coaching
field,

““Billy told me if 1 ever wanted to come
back and coach he would do his darndest to,
help me,” the super successful Thomas
recalls. ' ,

““He’s the kind of guy who will give you
anything he has.” -

Success has always been associated with
Grant. Even in his high school days, Billy
was never one to give uup. . :

“He was a high school All-Amerfcan in
both football and baseball,” recalled former
Valdosta High School coach Wright
Bazemore, .

‘““He was & great competitior . . . had all the
ability in the world in football and baseball
but not much in basketball. Except that he
was a scrapper. ‘

“Billy was really too short to be a great
basketball player. But he made up for it with
hig scrapping. He could dribble and shoot
with the best of *em "

Bazemore judged his stars by the fire in
their eyes and Grant, he recplls, had more
than anyone else. o

“He’d scrap your eyes out in everything
from football to marbles :to tic-tac-toe,”

Bazemore said. “That’s what made him such

a great athlete. On top of everything else he
was willing towork for it.”” - :

Grant, the quarterback on the VHS team in
the late '40s, spent many a Saturday and

Sunday throwing passes to his best friend,.

Sonny Stephenson, when the Wildcats were
facing a big game, Bazemorerecalled.

And because of it, both.of them wound up
with football scholarships to Georgia.

There he started one football game for the

Bulldogs and promptly broke a bone in his

ankle, ending his career.

Grant, who played semi-pro baseball for &

short time, can remember only one con-
troversy since taking over the AD job at VSC.

It involved another department head

just didn" get ulong with him. Others say

Grant’s easy-going attitude let the depart.

!




1960 PESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

In the Fall of 1959, Valdosta State added Bill Grant to its athletic
department. Grant was to assume the role of both Athletic Director and baseball
coach, releasing Gary Colson to coach just basketball. A familiar sports figure
in Valdosta, Grant had been a great high school star in football, basketball, and
baseball. making high school All-America in both the former, and latter. At the
University of Georgia he had continued success, being both a football and baseball
stagter, before coming home to join the Valdosta High School athletic staff in
1958.

Bill Grant was (and still is) a winner. He saw a challenge in attempting
to build a winning Rebel baseball team, and his first task was to construct a home
field. Begging, and borrowing tools and supplies, from area merchants, and with
some help from the college's maintenance department, he built a baseball field
(it was fully completed for the 1962 season) on VSC's North campus. The field
would eventually become one of the top college baseball facilities in the nation.

Grant's next job was to turn a losing program into a winner. 'l knew that
we had some good athletes on campus, and | went to President (Ralph) Thaxton, and
ask who was elgible to play,'" Grant said. '"President Thaxton told me that any VSC
student was elgible to play,' Grant stated, '‘and | took this as the rule. | really
wasn't aware of any conference rules; plus, we hadn't joined the NAIA as yet."

The above discourse doesn't mean much until you learn more about Coach Grant's
1960 team. Back was Buck Ethredge (who would go 7-1 on the hill, with a 1.26 ERA),
along with other 1959 returnees in Tommy Thomas (.354), Willard Griffis (.235), and
Hansel Faulkner (.169). Newcomers included the veteran Grald Delaney (.273), back
from the 1957 club; outfielders Johnny Mcintyre (.196), Joe Brock (.188), and Sonny
Taylor (.174), and first-baseman Steve Chitty (.182).

Three other players, not mentioned above, however, formed the nucleus of the
team. Emory Mobley (.182), back for his "fifth season' at second, solidified as
strong an infield that VSC has ever presented. Pitching ace Steve Kebler (7-3,
1.93 ERA), fresh from three years of "professional' ball, with Ethredge formed as
solid a 1-2 pitching tandum as the Rebels ever had. First-baseman James Jennings
(.314), also a former ''professional' player, played only the home-games, but hit
with tremendous power.

The 1960 team was a strong club throughout, even though they hit only .228 as

"~ a squad. The hitting was timely (as Thomas, Jennings, Ethredge, and Delaney hit

well in the clutch), the fielding top-notch, and the pitching (1.64 team ERA) as
good"as-any VSC team ever. The Rebels went 15-5 on the year, which alsc saw a
championship 9-2, GIAC mark. Included were two conference wins over West Georgia,
on .twin shut-outz by Keblef-and Ethredge, and 15 wins in the last 17 outings (the
_Rebels dropped the first three games of their Florida swing).

O0f course, VSC did not retain the conferenc: championship. West Georgia squawk-
ed the loudest, and the Rebs abdicated the thron:, even though they did not officially
forfeit any games. Piedmont claimed the title a‘ter the Rebel falli ™"




ment head take advantage of him. But he
aefuses to believeit.
w“i don’t think that’s it,”’ said Grant, who
 but refuses to.even discuss the matter. “‘It
wuﬁ a persopality conflict. That’s all”
en VSC nesded a baseball field, it was
Grant who climbed aboard an old rusty
tractor hardly ready for anything but the
,-’junk yard and built one.

Today that same Blazer Field is one of the
beut parks for a school this size in the
‘country.

“I had taken the cross country team to
California one year when someone saw my
.VSC jacket and said ‘Hey Valdosta, say hey
8 Billy Grant for me,”’ Waples recalls.

. ““That’s the way Billy is. People know him
all over the country.”

Although he stays away from the actual
team decisions, Grant is always along when
one of his teams hits the road to the playoffs
of anysert.

Frpm janitor to college presxdent Grant
treafs them all alike. And all give him the
same respect, 4

In Chattanooga, Tenn., one year during
post season basketball playoffs Grant threw
a party in his motel room attended by the
presidents of the other schools involved.

: The next night he struck up'a conversation
with a student from the school VSC was
;iaying and within minutes had a friend for
life;

“The student took several color pictures of
the team for Grant and ended up insisting on
driving Grant and company across town
after the game.

People who know him say Grant has the
uncanny . ability to set his own feelings aside
to keep a cool head in almost anything.

The fact was proven several years ago

when his wife Marge died of cancer. Sick for,
several years, she had clung to life with

Grant by her side several months longer
than doctors felt she would.

At that time Grant rarely talked about the
situation. But when he did, it showed a rather
unique outlook.

“We-just take each day as it coms,” he
said, showing all the feeling he had usually
Kept hidden. ‘‘She has her good days and her
bad days. We try to make the most of them
aﬂ ”

- Lobking. back on his wife’s deatl. now,
Grant recalls the philosophy he used Juring
those times.

“It's tough,’” he admitted “But things like

that happen to everyone. Just look around.
You might feel sad for yourself at times. But
go into any hospital and you’ll see 100 other
cases just like yours.”

Grant said knowing what was happening
made the end result easier toaccept.

"““My wife was a very brave woman,” he
said. “‘She knew and we knew what was
going to happen. We just didn’t know when.

“When things happen suddenly and
without warning, I would imagine it takes
quite a bit out of you. When -you know it is
going to happen it’s a little different.

‘“You hate to say ‘I'm glad it happened the
way it did.” But 1 think it was best for all
concerned that she went the way she did...
without pain. She never knew exactly what
happened.”’

Just as Grant was able to keep those
feelings suppressed, he is a com plete failure
at keeping his feelings hidden when he’s
coaching.

Some say he has a record {or ‘being thrown

“out of baseball games while he was head

coach of the Rebels (VSC’s old nickname).

Grant recalls them all andblamesthem on
“bad calls by the umpires.” One that really
stands out in his mind is a trip to Lakeland,
Fla., where he was ordered out of the game
and the ballpark as well.

The action was avenged when the team bus
was parked in a nearby orange grove and
players filled it with oranges before leaving
for Valdosta, some say.

Ask anyone on Grant’s staff and they’ll
agree with him that his greatest strongpoint
is his ability to get along with people.

Ask them his greatest weakness and
they'll hem and haw — despite the fact that
they sometimes gripe about being given too

- mueh freedom.

“1 don’t like being indoors,” admits Grant,
trying to criticize himself. ‘I don’t like
teaching in a classroom. And I guess it
usually shows when1do.”

Waples is the only staff m: cmber who
would venture a guess inic Grant’s
wenknesses. He says its a matter ‘of
organization. Not that Grant doesn’t have
any, He just doesn’t like it.

“I juat don’t think Billy likes to be an

orgenized as he has to be,”” Waples said.

“Do.a’t get me wrong. He is organizaed. I
(just don’t think he likes it."

Mey be. But the VSC uthletic prog am s
tracl record sure doesn’ tzhow ]

o ———



VALDOSTA STATE

1960 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won 15 -- lost 5

AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
- Tommy Thomas, c 65 9 23 10 .354 3 1 1 5
James Jennings, 1b 35 11 11 3 314 L 4 o 7
4 Buck Ethredge, p-inf 67 11 19 18 .284 1T 1 2 1
Gerald DelLaney, 3b 66 9 18 7 .273 L 1 o0 5
Willard Griffis, of 34 6 8 1 .235 0 0 0 10
Johnny Mclintyre, cf 56 7 11 9 .196 0 0 O 1
Joe Brock, 1f 32 3 6 2 .188 0 0 O 3
Emory Mobley, 2b b, 12 8 5 .182 10 1 1
Steve Chitty, 1b 22 3 4 2 .182 0 0 0 2
Steve Kebler, p 28 2 5 2 .179 1 0 O 0
Sonny Taylor, of 23 2 4 1 174 0O 0 © 2
Hansel Faulkner, ss 71 15 12 5 .169 1 2 0 16
TOTALS 583 92 133 65 .228 15 9 4 6k
(Jimmy Harrington, of 11-2, .182; Ralph Berryhill, ¢ 6-1, .167; Jerry
Norman, cf 16-1, .063; Jerry Greenwald, 1b 7-0, .000)
G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E:«R.A,
Buck. Ethredge 8 64.1 37 13 9 11 67 7-1 1.26
« Tommy Thomas 3 16 9 10 3 9 13 1-1 1.68
Steve Kebler 10 79 52 20 17 24 75 7-3 1.93
TOTALS 20 159.1 98 43 29 44 155 15-5 1.64
(L) vsC 0, Florida Southern ..... 6
(L) vsC 2, Florida Southern ..... 3
(L) VSC O, Tampa «cuveeeeneenennns 3
VSC 4, Tampa ......cocvvuennn 3
VSC L4, Piedmont ............. 3
vsC 8, Jacksonville ......... 6
VSC 13, Taylor ...oeevvvvenn. 1
VSC 13, North Georgia ........ 3
VSC 1, Oglethorpe ........... 0
VSC 2, Jacksonville ......... 1
(L) vsCc 1, Oglethorpe ........... 3
VSC 3, West Georgia ......... 0
VSC 4, West Georgia ......... 0
(L) vSC 0, Piedmont .........c... 6
VSC 3, Georgia State ........ 0
* VSC 8, Georgia State ........ 0
VSC 9, Shorter ..... BN 1
VSC 4, Shorter .......cccon.. 1
’ VSC 5, Berry -..eeeeernennnns 3
VSC 8, Berry . «eeee vnvevnn. 0




Gerald Delaney, capt.; Buck Ethrid
Thomas, Buddy Brock, Sonny Taylor, Steve Chitty. Third row: Johnny Mclntyre, W
coach; Mike LaHood, manager.

First row, left to right: Emory Mobley, capt.;

ge, Jimmy Harrington, Jerty Norman. Second row-

illard Griffis, Steve Kebler, Hansel Faulkner,

James Jennings, Tommy
Back row: Billy Grant,




‘i:;ﬂ-l“ﬁk;ér fhpic to Mo ley, grabs and flies to first!'

U ————

First row, left to right: Billy McDaniel, Tim
Brown, Buddy Brock, Charlie Clark, Charlie
Pearson, Steve Kebler, Jimmy Melvin,

ﬁnsoh, Cerd Delany, Sec. and Treas.; Jimmy Harrington, Johnny Mclntyre. Second row: Tommy Hatche;', Bernie
Green, Vice-Pres.; Bucky Anderson, Steve Chitty. Third row: Emory Mobley, Preg.; Hansel Faulkxl_e;?_ Lamar
Coach Grant, Sponsor. g2 - : =
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1961 RESUME
VALL.OSTA STATE REBELS

The 1361 season was as disma]l as the 1960 campaign had been exciting. Coach
Grant's troops dipped to an 8-15 log, and stood at 3-14 at one point in the year.
Gone werc super-mound-studs Buck fthredge, and Steve Kebler, and the team ERA
balooned to 4.1k,

Hitting wise, only catcher Tommy Thomas (.313) supplied any consistency,
while the team average hovered at the .230 mark. The squad could only manage
v 18 extra-base-hits, and eight of these (four each) belonged to freshmen Joe
Dixon (3b), and Angelo DeVivo (ss).

Team fielding was haphazard, and led to the demise of frosh pitchers, Mike
Perry (3-6:, and Herman Hudson (Z-5), who were forced to pitch all of the ""big"
games. Cultural shock caught Coach Grant's young team early, as they dropped
three games each to major powers Vanderbilt, and Florida Southern. ‘

Wins over Jacksonville, Erskine, and Mercer salvaged some pride for the
Rebels in their first 17 encounters, but they were eliminated from Georgia
Conference contention early, with double-dip losses to both North Georgia and
Piedmont. VSC rallied in the late season to finish 5~5 in the league.

7 ~“The Mighty Five”

TOMMY THOMAS—PITCHER AND CATCHER
o B oW T -

"

STEVE CHITTY, FIRST BASEMAN




VALDOSTA STATE

1961 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won -- lost 15
, B R H B AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
Robert Bailey, p 35 12 5 .342 3 0 1 2 B
Tommy Thomas, c-1b 80 14 25 14 .313 1 1 0 6
Joe Dixon, 3b 75 14 22 10 .293 1 1 1 3
Angelo DeVivo, ss 63 16 18 12 .286 1 4 o0 2 v
Johnny Mcintyre, cf 68 11 18 4 .267 1 0 O 10
Jerry Norman, 1f 62 6 14 6 .226 1 0 O 2
Steve Chitty, 2b 69 9 15 4 217 0 1 0 3
Mike Perry, p-1b 6 1 11 7 172 O 0 © 2
Jimmy Hicks, rf 54 6 6 5 L1 0O 0 o 1
Herman Hudson, p 41 2 3 0 .073 0 0 o 0
TOTALS 679 92 156 77 .230 8 8 2 32
(Doug Winters, utl 11-3, .273; Jerry Greenwald, 1b 17-4, .236; Lamar
Pearson, of 6-1, .167; Jerry Johnson, p 15-2, .133; Kelly Raulerson, 1b
19-2, .105)
G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R,A:
Robert Bailey 4 29.2 28 21 12 19 10 2-2 3.64 -
Mike Perry 11 73.1 66 57 31 53 48 3-6 3.80
Herman Hudson 9 56.1 60 45 29 18 27 2-5 L.63
TOTALS 23 185 179 143 85 96 95 8-15 bk

(Jerry Johnson 1-1, 3.37; Tommy Thomas 0-1, 4.36; Lamar Pearson 0-0,
L.50; Joe Dixon 0-0, 11.59)

(L) vsSC 0, Florida Southern .... 3 VSC 8, Mercer ......eouveene. 0
(L) vSC 4, Vanderbilt .......... 5 (L) VSC 6, Mercer ....c.veveunn. 14
(L) vsC 1, vVanderbilt .......... L (L) vsC 3, Jacksonville ........ 6
(L) vsc 6, Vanderbilt .......... 1 (L) vsC 3, Piedmont ............ 4
(L) vsC 0, Florida Southern .... 8 (L) vSC 3, Piedmont ............ 5
(L) vsSC 0, Florida Southern .... 4 VSC 8, Shorter .........c.... 2

VSC 4, Jacksonville ........ 1 VSC 7, Shorter ......oeceuee 5
(L) VSC 6, Stetson «..eeveeeenn. 16 VSC 9, West Georgia ........ 5
(L) vsC 2, Stetson .....evuven.. 18 (L) VSC 0, West Georgia ........ 7

VSC 7, Erskine ............. 3 VSC 2, Berry c.oveeeeineacens 0
(L) vsC 5, North Georgia ....... 15 VSC 7, Berry ...vveveienennns 3
(L) vsC 1, North Georgia ....... b







1962 RESUIME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

Hope ran high for a great 1962 season, as Coach Grant counted on veterans
Tommy Thomas, Angelo DeVivo, and Steve Chitty to steady a host of bright young
recruits. Thomas (.343) led the team in hitting for the third consecutive year
(a school record), while DeVivo (.324) hit with power, and played super defense
at third. -

Chitty (.152) had a bad year at the dish, but formed with new, short-stop
Bobby Speck (.333) a top double-death combination. But besides catcher Joe v
George (.302), and centerfielder Johnny Mcintyre (.284), the Rebels could muster
little other offense. A so-so batting average of .254, was more than off-set by
a lack of power (only two team HR's, and 17 total extra-base knocks), and a
pitching staff that just did not develop.

Florida Southern and David Lipscomb bopped the Rebs to an early 0-4 chart,
and the club could only recover to a 9-9 season log. Sophomore pitchers, Herman
Hudson (4-2), and Mike Perry (3-3), were augmented by newcomers Wally Summers
(2-3), and Kermit Hunnicutt (0-1) on the hill, but a team ERA of 3.35 demonstrated
a lack of clutch hurling.

Even with the poor start, a lack of power, and questionable pitching, VSC
had a chance for its first-ever (official) Georgia Conference title. The team
stood 4-0 in the loop (9-7 over-all), going into the last regular season games
(at home) against league leader West Georgia. A two-game sweep would give the
Rebels the crown.

; "The best laid plans of mice and men...." The Braves (as they would un-
fortunately do in subsequent years) swept both games to win the championship.
On May 18, West Georgia grabbed an 8-4 win, as Perry and Hudson saw them erupt
for four runs in the third, and three in the fourth. VSC was held to six hits.

The next day, the Carrolltonites overcame an early 4-1 Reb lead, exploding
for four runs in the seventh against Summers, on their way to a 6-4 decision.
Fittingly, Thomas, playing his last game of a super career, went 3xhk for the home-
towners.

BOTTOM ROW: Tommy Thomas, Bryant Youmans, Ralph Brandham, Hal Worley, Kermit Hunnicut, Coach Grant. MIDDLE ROW: Jerry Johnso~n, Jimmy

%icll;s,sBobby Speck, Lindey Evans, Eddie Bynum. TOP ROW: Walt Podine, Kelly Raulerson, Steve Chitty, Marcus Shipman, Preston Hodges, Jerry Norman,
ally Sumners.




VALDOSTA STATE

1962 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 9 - lost 9

AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB

Tommy Thomas, c-1b 67 19 23 14 .343 2 2 1 7
Bobby Speck, ss 57 16 19 16 .333 1 1 0 7
Angelo DeVivo, 3b 74 12 24 16 .324 1 3 1 L
Joe George, c 43 5 13 6 .302 1 0 O 0
Wally Summers, p 27 5 8 2 .296 0 0 O 0
Johnny Mclintyre, cf 67 15 19 6 .284 3 0 O 8
Herman Hudson, p 28 5 7 it .250 0 0 O 0
Marcus Shipman, of 30 3 7 6 .233 0O 0 O© 3
Kermit Hunnicutt, rf 39 2 8 1 .205 0O 0 O 0
Mike Perry, p-1b 33 3 6 6 .182 0O 0 0 1
Steve Chitty, 2b 66 10 10 7 .152 0 0 0 4
Jerry Norman, 1f I 5 5 1 .146 0 0 © 1
Preston Hodges, of 18 1 2 0 L1 0 0 O 1
TOTALS 617 108 157 89 .254 9 6 2 38

(Lindy Evans, 3b 7-2, .286; Robert Bailey, of 13-3, .231; Skeeter Blanton,
of 5-1, .200; Kelly Raulerson, 1b 1-0, .000; Jimmy Hicks, utl 1-0, .000)

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A,
Kermit Hunnicutt 1 9 6 2 1 0 3 0-1 1.00
Wally Summers 10 48.1 48 32 16 21 25 2-3 2.98
Herman Hudson 8 50.2 52 24 19 16 17 -2 3.38
Mike Perry 8 45 35 38 21 26 35 3-3 4.20
TOTALS 18 153 141 96 57 63 80 9-9 3.35

(L) vSC 4, Florida Southern .... 6

(L) vsC 5, Florida Southern .... 9

(L) vsc 3, David Lipscomb ...... 11

(L) vsC 1, David Lipscomb ...... 2

VSC 2, Vanderbilt .......... 0

(L) VSC 3, Mercer .c.eeeeceeeesees 4

(L) vsC¢ 4, Florida Southern .... 5

VSC 3, Erskine ............. 2

VSC 4, Erskine ...vevevennnn 3

VSC 11, Mercer ....ceveecenns 2

VSC 9, Piedmont ............ 3

VSC 11, Piedmont ............ 6

VSC 14, Berry ...ovvvviinnnn. 5

VSC 3, Berry ...oeveeiineneans 2

(L) vSC 7, Stetson ............. 12

VSC 16, StetsSon .......cove.. 10

(L) vSC L4, West Georgia ........ 8

(L) vsC 4, West Georgia . . ...... 6



FIRST ROW: William Grant (coach), Jerry Norman, Bobby Speck, Skeeter Blanton, Johnny Mclntyre. SECOND ROW: Wally Summers, Hal Worley (manager), Herman
Hudson, Joe George, Robert Bailey. THIRD ROW: Mike Perry, Kermit Hunnicutt, Steve Chitty, Marcus Shipman, Tommy Thomas, Preston Hodges.







1963 RESME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

1963 was the year of the '‘wreck." Although you might assume that the Rebels
4-8 record that year was the 'wreck,' a far more serious happening curtailed the
season, and left coach Bill Grant thanking his lucky stars that no one was serious-
ly injured.
VSC began the year on an encouraging note, as sophomore, right-hander Herman
Hudson beat Stetson 7-5, but from there everything went downhill. The team drop-
ped its next five games, before the 'wreck' came along. On a trip to Mercer, the “
team, traveling in two athletic vans, was 10-miles South of Cordele, when the steer-
ing rod on the back van broke.

Coach Grant saw in his rear-view mirrow, the other van rolling-over-and-over
on the road. He, of course, thought the worst, but except for a hip injury to
pitcher Robert Hand (0-1), and a shoulder seperation to outfielder Bud Bridges
(.200), and assorted cuts and bruises, no one was seriously injured. The team
didn't continue to Mercer, but unfortunately traveled to Florida State, the next
week, with a trimmed-down squad, and absorbed a 14-0 blasting.

Bad luck continued as second-baseman Rusty Deavours (.273) was lost for the
season with a broken finger, and freshman infielder-pitcher, Tommy Johnson (1-3)
developed arm trouble. VSC finished their shortened season with a small-in-number
team, and ended 2-2 in the GIAC.

Warner Webb (.318) was the only hitter over the .300 mark, while Angelo
DeVivo (.295) came close. The team batting average was .235, with a gigantic
6.11 team ERA. Perhaps it is fortunate, from a winning standpoint, that several
games had to be cancelled.

FRONT ROW: Dennis Fike, Bobby Ritch, Herman Hudson, Bobby Speck, Warner Webb. BACK ROW: Chuck Bono-

b4
Letterman S vitch, Ray McCully, Tommy Johnson, Preston Hodges.




VALDOSTA STATE

1963 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won 4 - lost

. AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
Warner Webb, 1b-c Ll 8 14 5 .318 2 3 0 3
Angelo DeVivo, 3b Ly 8 13 14 .295 3 0 0 2
Rusty Deavours, 2b 29 3 8 2 .273 0 2 0 1
d Bobby Speck, cf 45 9 12 5 .267 1 1 0 4
Tommy Johnson, 2b-p 42 1 11 6 .262 1 1 0 3
Herman Hudson, p-1b 28 6 7 2 .250 0 0 O 0
Jimmy Pritchett, ss 48 5 10 9 .208 2 1 0
Robert Creel, 1f Ly 8 9 L .205 0 1 1 1
Bud Bridges, rf 20 4 4 2 .200 1t 0 0 1
Bobby Ritch, of 15 3 3 2 .200 0 0 O 0
Kelly Raulerson, of 14 2 2 1 .143 1 0 © 0
Jerry Norman, c 21 3 2 2 .095 0 0 0 1
TOTALS Lo8 71 96 54 .235 12 9 2 17
(Lindy Evans, 3b 7-1, .143; Robert Hand, p 2-0, .000; Joe George, c
2-0, .000; Preston Hodges, of 2-0, .000; Jake Rocker, utl 1-0, .000)
Herman Hudson 8 58.2 60 37 29 20 26 3-4 4 .45
. Tommy Johnson 7 36 L9 49 30 22 13 1-3 7.50
Robert Hand 3 7.1 12 11 10 5 2 0-1 12.28
TOTALS 12 101.2 121 97 69 47 W 4-8 6.11

VSC 7, Stetson .......eenn... 5
(L) vsc 3, Stetson ..... Ceeeeeaas 8
(L) vsC 7, David Lipscomb ....... 11
(L) vSC 5, David Lipscomb ....... 6
(L) vsC 3, Erskine .............. 9
(L) vSC 4, Erskine vevv.ivevnn... 13
(L) vsC 0, Florida State ........ 14
VSC 12, Piedmont ............. 0
VSC 15, Piedmont ............. 3
VSC 8, Mercer ...... ce.uu... 5
(L) VSC 4, Berry ....evnnninennn.. 5
(L) vSC 3, Berry ... vunnnn.. 18







Gerrie Amon reigns as Miss Tau Kappa Epsilon Calendar Girl for 1963-
1964.

B mt— .

<

Representing the twelve months of the year on the TKE Calendar are, FIRST ROW: Dottie Thomas, Carole Wililamson, Gerrie Amon, Ruth Ann Roddey, and Glenda
SECOND ROW: Patsy Newkam, Andrea Hobbs, Carol Gilson, Gail Thomas, Laura Hobbs, Vicki Tatum and Nancy Smith.




1964 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

VSC ended 10-10 in 1964, finishing with a L-6 Georgia Conference mark. A
lack of hitting (the team batting mark was a miserable .232), and fielding led
to a late-season downfall, after an early 4-2 won-lost log.

The Rebels were able to end at the .500 mark only because of superb pitching,
which saw a final team ERA of 1.45 (a school record, and 4th. best in the nation
in '64). Southpaw, Mike Perry posted a 5-2 record, with a nation-leading 0.78 v
ERA, and was backed by Ray Peters (3-4, 1.58 ERA), and the veteran Herman Hudson
(2-4, 1.96 ERA). VSC sandwiched two-game sweeps of Florida Presbyterian and
Stetson around losses to tough Florida Southern, on their Southern trip, but were
brought back to earth, as they dropped a two-game series to Erskine at Rebel Field.

Perry, Peters, and Hudson held opponents down in the run-department (giving
up only 60-total runs all year), but got plate support from only Dennis Fike (.328),
and Buddy Bush (.270). The Rebs scored more than 5-runs in only six-games all
season.

Perry deserves special mention, not only because of his NAIA best ERA, but
because he emerged as VSC baseball's first big star, against forminable opposition.
He allowed only six earned-runs in 69 innings, and struck-out 62 hitters, issuing
only 30 walks. With a little more team offense, he would surely have been named
to the All-American team.
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Baseball

rINAL STATISTICS
won 10 - lost 10

AB R H EI AVG, 2B 3B HR  SB

Dennis Fike, rf 4 67 12 22 14 .328 1 0 1 1
Buddy Bush, 2b 75 10 20 12 .270 4 2 1 2
Lindy Evans, c 71 8 18 6 .255 i 1 0 1
Tomny Johnson, ss 70 12 17 5 .243 1T 3 1 2
Mike Perry, p-1b 66 7 16 5 .243 3 1 0 1
Bobby Speck, cf 76 19 18 3 .238 0 2 1 13
Jack Raley, 3b 57 3 12 1 .212 1 1 0 2
Robert Creel, If 62 3 1 6 .178 2 0 0 2
Ray Peters, p 37 3 6 4 .162 0 1 o0 0
Herman Hudson, p 20 1 2 1 .100 0 0 0 1
TOTALS 6kt 83 1h49 61 .232 15 11 4 26

(Bud Bridges, of 9-2, .222; Jimmy Pritchett, ss 11-2, .182; Bill Hearn,
3b 17-3, .176; Jim Whiteside, of 2-0, .000; Madison Culler, p 1-0, .000)

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A:

Mike Perry 10 69 57 16 6 30 62 5-2 0.78
Ray Peters 7 51.1 34 17 9 18 25 3-4 1.58
Herman Hudson 7 55 48 23 12 15 23 2-4 1.96
Madison Culler 2 4.2 6 4 2 3 2 0-0 3.85
TOTALS 20 180 145 60 29 66 112 10-10 1.45

VSC 4, Florida Presbyterian ... 2
VSC 13, Florida Presbyterian ... 1
(L) vsc 2, Florida Southern ...... .10
(L) vsc 1, Florida Southern ....... 8
VSC 6, Stetson ...eeeeeevnnnnss 2
VSC 12, Stetson ..vvevevnnnennnn 0
(L) VSC 2, Erskine «..eeevevennnnn. b
(L) vSC 0, Erskine «v..vvvvenennn.. 1
VSC 5, Mercer .....cccviivnnnn. 1
VSC 8, Piedmont ........v.o.... 0
VSC 12, Piedmont ......coovuun.. 4
VSC 1, Shorter vevveeeeenenenns 0
(L) VSC 0, Shorter ........vuvvun.. 8
VSC 2, Mercer ..eveeeevnnnnnnnn. 0
(L) VSC 5, Berry veeeeuevvnennnnnnn. 6
(L) VSC 0, Berry .uveevununnennnn.. 2
(L) VSC 1, West Georgia ........... 2
(L) vSC 2, West Georgia ........... 5
(L) vSC 1, Oglethorpe .......c..... 2
VSC 6, Oglethorpe ....vvuvun... 2

NOTE: Florida Presbyterian is now Eckerd.




BOTTOM ROW: Bud Bridges, Robert Creel, Herman Hudson, Lindy Evans, and Bobby Speck. TOP ROW: Buddy Bush,
Dennis Fike, Jim Whiteside, Jack Raley, Ray Peters, Tommy Johnson and Coach Grant. These made up the 1964 team.

L 3

Herman Hudson and Coach Grant







1965 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

1965 was the championship year that Coach Grant had waited for, for so long.
Everything was there; power hitting (even though the team average hovered near
.250) with 54 extra-base-hits; air-tight fielding (fifth best percentage in the
nation); and, superb pitching (2.53 team ERA); all of which added to an 18-11
record. -

Veteran hurlers, Mike Perry (7-2, 2.10 ERA), and Ray Peters (4-5, 3.05 ERA)
were augmented by freshman, flame-thrower Ron Fortner (6-4, 2.24 ERA), and to-
gether struck-out 210 in 242-innings. 0ld adversaries Florida Southern and West
Georgia were beaten, as the Rebs played their best schedule, and won their most
games ever.

Shortstop Tommy Johnson, in limited playing time, hit .375, with Peters at
.333, and thirdsacker Lindy Evans at .310. The Rebel outfield of Ben Bates (.255),
Bob Lamphier (.247), Dennis Fike (.191), and Robert Creel (.154) didn't hit for
average, but made the big defensive play when needed. :

VSC was only 5-5 after ten games, but had recorded split-series with toughies
Florida Southern, Stetson, and David Lipscomb, dropping two to nationally-ranked
Carson-Newman, but bopping Berry twice. The Rebs rolled to an 8-2 Georgia Con-
ference mark, tying for the crown with West Georgia. VSC beat the Braves 1-0 in
a play;off, and entered their first ever NAIA District tournament (see tournament
resume) .

Even though the Rebels lost two straight to Georgia Southern in the tourney, -
this was the best year, to that point, in the school's history. Perry, for the
second straight season, received local NAIA honors, and along with Angelo DeVivo
(.222) finished distinguished 4-year careers. .

Dennis Fike and Lindy
Evans return this sea-
son along with others
in hopes of taking the
region title.




VALDOSTA STATE
1965 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS
won 18 - lost 11
AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
Tommy Johnson, ss L8 15 18 9 .375 5 1 1 0
Ray Peters, p 30 5 10 7 .333 2 1 0 0
Lindy Evans, 3b 100 17 31 15 .310 2 1 0 0
Mike Perry, p-1b 71 13 19 10 .268 2 1 1 4
Ben Bates, c 98 17 25 16 .255 6 0 3 6
Bob Lamphier, cf 93 15 23 11 .247 L 2 1 11
Jack Raley, 2b 90 17 22 13 .244 4 3 1 0
Angelo DeVivo, 1b 45 9 10 10 222 1 0 1 0
Dennis Fike, 1f 94 16 18 10 191 2 0 2 3
Ron Fortner, p 28 8 5 5 .179 0 0 1 0
Ronnie Rowe, inf L9 5 8 4 .163 0 2 o0 0
Robert Creel, rf 52 9 8 8 . 154 2 0 O 1
TOTALS 912 159 222 131 .243 32 11 12 25
(Jim Grant, 1b 18-6, .333; Mike Terry, p 3-1, .333; Zack Wade, ¢ 23-7,
-304; Tommy Hutcherson, utl 22-5, .227; Bill Chapman, of 21-3, .143; Mark
Holloway, of 7-1, .143; Jimmy Robinson, utl 9-1, .111; Bill Gable, 2b 11-1,
.091)
G 1P H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.\A,
Mike Perry 10 73 59 32 17 33 77 7-2 2.10
Ron Fortner 1 84.1 59 29 21 39 71 6-4 2.24
Ray Peters 10 70.2 67 36 24 23 54 4-5 3.05
TOTALS 29 242 195 104 68 103 210 18-11 2.53
(Jack Raley 0-0, 0.00; Mike Terry 1-0, 3.95)
(L) vSC 5, Florida Southern ....... 6 (L) vsC 5, Oglethorpe ......... 6
VSC 4, Florida Southern ....... 3 VSC 13, Oglethorpe ......... 10
(L) VSC 2, Stetson ....eeveeuunnnn. 9 VSC 11, West Georgia ....... 2
VSC 10, Stetson ...vvvveneeennn. 7 (L) VSC 1, West Georgia ....... 5
VSC 4, David Lipscomb ......... 1 VSC 13, Piedmont ........... 3
(L) vsc o0, David Lipscomb ......... 2 VSC 8, Piedmont ........... 2
VSC 3, Berry ...eviirinnnnnnnn. 1
VSC 5, Berry .iiierennniennnnnn. 1
(L) vsC 1, carson-Newman .......... 1 GEORGIA CONFERENCE PLAY-OFF
(L) vSC 2, Carson-Newman .......... 3 Macon, Ga.
VSC 1, Erskine ........vvvuunn. 0 VSC 1, West Georgia ....... 0
VSC 1, Erskine ....coovvevnn... 0 :
VSC 9, Florida Presbyterian ... 3 NAIA DISTRICT 25 CHAMPIONSHIP
(L) vsC 3, Florida Presbyterian ... 4 Statesboro, Ga.
VSC 14, Oglethorpe ............. 5 (L) vsc 2, Georgia Southern ... §
VSC L, Pembroke State ......... 3 (L) vSC &4, Georgia Southern ... 6
(L) vsc 0, Pembroke State ......... 2
VSC 6, Shorter ......eeeeeenun. 1
VSC 13, Shorter ...........o.... 0 NOTE: Florida Presbyterian is now
VSC 14, Georgia State .......... 3 Eckerd.




FRONT ROW: Robert Creel, Jim Grant, Tommy Hutcherson,
Lindy Evans, Ron Fortner. SECOND ROW: Dennis Fike, Jack
Raley, Bob Lamphier, Bill Gable, Ben Bates, Tommy Johnson.

TOP ROW: Herman Hudson, Zack Wade, Mike Perry, Ray
Peters, Jimmy Robinson, Coach Grant.







19%6 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

Oh! What a year it could have been. 15-9 certainly isn't bad, but a
second consecutive Georgia Conference title was in the offing, and the Rebels
simply blew it, dropping their last four games, including three in the con-
ference.

VSC beat some biggies this season, defeating Georgia Tech three times, The
Citadel twice, and splitting a two-game-set with nationally ranked Florida
Southern. But they really had problems in the GIAC, being upset by Berry 1-0,
and Oglethorpe 3-2, besides being shut-out twice by hated West Georgia, 5-0 and
1-0. After the glories of '65, a 3-4 league mark was the result.

Hitting was the problem. The team sunk to a .237 average, while scoring
only two-runs in their crucial, final three conference games. First-baseman
Dennis Fike (.345), and catcher Zack Wade (.325) were the only regulars to hit
over .235. Outfielder Tommy Hutcherson (.344) saw only limited duty.

Pitching, on the other hand, was great. Coach Grant had returnee Ron Fortner
(4-3, 2.38 ERA) to lead three, top freshman recruits. Righthander Eddie Fisher
(8-2, 0.85 ERA) led the nation in earned-run-average, while ''Steady Eddie"
Middleton (1-1, 1.06 ERA), and southpaw Danny Petrovich (2-3, 2.67 ERA) pitched
like veterans.

Fisher, particularly drew praise, as the Federalsburg, Md., product main-
tained his composure through a record breaking mound season. ''The Fish'' shut-out
Florida Southern and Mercer, and recorded other wins over Stetson, Georgia Tech,
Oglethorpe, Erskine, The Citadel, and Berry. He lost to West Georgia 1-0, on an
unearned run, and gave up only one earned-run in a 5-3 set-back to Jacksonville.




I e et e

FIRST ROW: Eddie Fisher,
Larry Bostic, Tommy Hutch
Danny Petrovich, Bill Gable. Ben Bates,

Joe Thornton, Billy Ty,
erson, Jimmy Womack

son, Claude Speck,
: SECOND ROW:

Dennis Fike, Ron Fortner,

Jack Raley, Charles Massey:
Lampier, Eddie Middleton, Zack

THIRD ROW: Tommy
Wade, Coach Billy Grant.

Johnson, Bob .
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19 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won 15 -- lost 9
AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
Dennis Fike, 1b 87 16 30 15 .345 3 6 1 0
Tommy Hutcherson, of 32 3 11 3 .344 0 0 © 3 .
Zack Wade, c ' 80 15 26 12 .325 y 2 1 0
Eddie Fisher, p w31, 6 10 2323 . 1 0 0 0
Ben Bates, cf s 77 12 18 10 7 23T 0 0 1 1
Tommy Johnson, ss 79 13 18 10 .228 1 0 1 2
Jack Raley, 2b 81 8 17 13 .210 5 0 0 0
Joe Thornton, of 20 1 4 2 .200 0O 0 o0 0
Claude Speck, 3b 77 17 14 3 .182 3 0 0 i6
Bob Lamphier, 1f 67 4 12 6 179 1 1 1 2
Ron Fortner, p 25 3 3 1 .120 2 0 0 0
TOTALS s 723105 171 86 ..237: 20 10 5 24
(Jim Grant, 1b 13-4, .308; Bobby Ritch, of 10-2, .200; Paul Vick, p
10-1, .100; Eddie Middleton, p 15-1, .067; Danny Petrovich, p 10-0, .000;
Bill Gable, 2b 6-0, .000; Larry Bostic, utl 2-0, .000; Billy Tyson, p
1-0, .000)
G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R:A: *
Eddie Fisher 10 7h Lo 15 7 28 I 8-2 0.85
Eddie Middieton 3 17 6 3 2 6 8 1-1 1.06
Ron Fortner 10 68 29 28 18 31 55 4-3 2.38
Danny Petrovich 6 27 21 15 8 17 23 2-3 2.67
TOTALS 24 194 104 69 38 86 137 15-9 1.76
(Paul Vick 0-0, 2.57; Billy Tyson 0-0, 9.00)
(L) vsC 6, Florida Southern ....... 8 VSC 5, Erskine ......... 1
VSC 1, Florida Southern ....... 0 (L) vsCc 0, Erskine ......... 6
VSC 5, Stetson ....eeveneeeennn 4 VSC 5, The Citadel ..... 3
VSC 6, Georgia Tech ....c..vv.. 1 VSC 8, The Citadel ..... 1
VSC 1, DePauw ...eeeeeveeenenns 0 (L) VSC 0, Berry «.c.cveeunss 1
VSC L4, Georgia Tech ........... 2 VSC 5, Berry ..ooceenn.. 0
VSC 4, Georgia Tech ........... 2 (L) vsC 3, Jacksonville .... 9
VSC 10, Berry ceeeeeeeeencencens 5 VSC 8, Mercer .....c.... 0
VSC 7, Oglethorpe ............. 5 (L) vsc 2, Oglethorpe ...... 3
VSC 13, Oglethorpe ....vcvvuiennn 1 (L) vSC 0, West Georgia .... 5
(L) VSC 1, Mercer ..oeeeveeeevenenens 2 (L) vsC 0, West Georgia .... 1
VSC 8, Florida Presbyterian ... 4 (L) vsC 3, Jacksonville .... 5 )

NOTE: Florida Presbyterian is now Eckerd.







1967 RESUE
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

The writing was on the wall in 1967, when sophomore, pitching sensation,
Eddie Fisher developed arm problems and went 1-3, on the year. The Rebels ended
14-16, with a 4-5 Georgia Conference mark, and saw a fine beginning end in failure.

Most disconcerting of all was VSC's embarassing record against Armstrong State
and Georgia Southwestern. Both these schools had just been made senior colleges
(from junior college status) for the 1966-1967 year, and the Rebs dropped four of
six games versus these teams, including a 13-2 pasting from ASC's Pirates.

Without Fisher, the burden fell-upon Ron Fortner (4-5, 2.12 ERA), Eddie
Middleton (4-2, 3.26 ERA), and Danny Petrovich (3-2, 2.55 ERA), but an enlarged
schedule and inconsistent relief work hurt the team performance. Of course, hit-
ting was the major problem, a burden that seemed to plague the Rebs year-after-
year.

The team hit .250, but with NO power. C(laude Speck (.349) was the team
leader in the offensive department, while also stealing a school record 31-bases.
Ben Bates (.345) and catcher Zack Wade (.306) were the only other consistent hitters.
Behind Fortner, Petrovich, and Middleton, VSC won 7 of their first 10, including
biggies over David Lipscomb (twice), St. Louis (twice), and Georgia Tech, but faded
fast, and recorded their first debit year since 1963.

Pitching kept the Rebs afloat, but pitchers are a strange breed. Coach Bill
Grant seemed to always develop the good pitcher (even though hitting was always a
minus), and used unusual methods to keep them on the straight and narrow. During
the 1967 season, '"Big Eddie' Middleton was throwing a fine game, with the one ex-
ception that the down-in-the-line-up hitters (6-7-8-9), were seeing change-ups, and
slow curves, rather than his main forte-- the fast ball.

Coach Grant told Eddie two different times, ''throw the hard one.'" Against
the 120-pound, number-9 hitter (who had drilled a single, on a slow-curve, the
first time up), Ed began with a slow-change (ball-1). ''Lean-back and throw it,"
Grant yelled. The next pitch was another change, which was drilled foul, into
the left-field corner. Coach Grant bolted to the mound, and told Middleton, in no
uncertain terms, ' throw nothing but fast balls to this goof."

Eddie's next pitch was a slow curve, which was hit like a bullet between
second and short, for a single. Coach Grant sprinted to the mound, and grabbed
the ball held in Middleton's outstretched hand (he knew that he was gone), but
instead of calling for a relief pitcher, Grant (twice) placed his foot squarely
between Ed's anterior cheeks, as the big, sophomore attempted to make it safely to
the dugout. Eddie had been literally kicked out of the game by his coach. Part
of Middleton's problems, the remainder of his career, rested on the fact that he
seldom used the change, and slow curve. v

This was to be Coach Grant's last season as baseball coach, as his Athletic
Director duties, and the call of golf coach (and golf) beckoned. His presence
made VSC's athletic program, and of course, to this day he continues to lead the
state's best program.




VSC Coach Is Excellent Athlete
COACH GRANT

Grant With Gold

BASEBALL COACH, BILLY GRANT



Baseball coach,
Grant, with the new
V.8.C. pitching ma-
chine.

quaimar

BILL GRANT, Athletic Director
Grant  first came to Valdosta
State in 1959 as assistant pro-
Jessor of physical education and
head baseball coach. Also a na-
tive Valdostan, he was talented
enough in high school to earn g i ;
football scholarship to the Uniy- /e

ersity of Georgia. He -coached VSC’s baseball
team for eight seasons and directed them to the
school’s first conference championship in 1965,
In 1968, he relinquished his head coaching duties
to Thomas and became head of the physical edu-
cation department. In 1970, he took over as ath-
letic director. Grant received his BS degree in
physical education from the University of Genrgia
and his MA degree from George Peabody College,
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1967 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 14 - lost 16

AB R H BI AVG., 2B 3B HR SB

Claude Speck, cf 109 26 38 7 .3h49 L 0 0 31
Ben Bates, c-of 110 18 38 17 .345 3 2 1 5
Zack Wade, c¢ L9 9 15 11 .306 3 0 1 0
Joe Thornton, 3b 36 5 10 1 .277 1 0 0 0
Dennis Fike, 1b 108 12 29 17 .269 4 3 0 1
Danny Petrovich, p 26 2 7 2 .269 0o o0 1 1
Spence Kiser, 1f 64 11 17 8 .266 0 0 0 7
Steve Crawford, rf 95 14 22 6 .232 L 3 0 2
Eddie Middleton, p 37 3 8 3 .216 0 0 0 0
Bobby Simpson, ss 106 9 20 15 .188 2 1 0 1
Bill Brown, 3b 59 5 11 3 .186 0 0 0 1
DeWayne Elder, 2b 84 11 15 9 .179 2 1 0 0
Ron Fortner, p 31 2 4 3 .129 1 1 ] 0
TOTALS 968 131 242 106 .250 25 13 & 50

(Vernon Twitty, 1b 1k4-4, -286; Sonny Williams, p 5-1, .200; Eddie Fisher,
p 11-2, .182; Duane White, p 7-1, .143; John Trimnell, of 2-0, .000; F.T.
Griffin, utl 5-0, .000; R.S. DeLoach, 1b 10-0, .000)

G 1P H R ER BB SO WL E.R,A.

Eddie Fisher 6 33.1 29 20 6 10 24 1-3 1.62
Ron Fortner 10 76.1 56 30 18 37 59 4-5 2.12
Danny Petrovich 11 60 51 28 17 31 37 3-2 2.55
Sonny Williams 4 15.2 10 8 5 2 4 1-1 2.87
Eddie Middleton 8 58 55 35 21 28 30 4-2 3.26
Duane White 4 16.1 29 24 13 15 13 1-3 7.16
TOTALS 30 259.2 230 146 80 123 167 14-16 2.77

(L) vsC 2, Tennessee Tech ..... 3 (L) VSC 2, Erskine vevveeeenenunnnn. 7
(L) vsC 8, Tennessee Tech ..... 13 (L) vSC 0, Georgia Southwestern .... 2
VSC 2, David Lipscomb ..... 0 (L) vsC 3, Armstrong State ......... 9

VSC 3, David Lipscomb ..... 1 VSC 6, Armstrong State ......... 1

VSC L4, St. Louis Univ. .... 1 VSC 4, Jacksonville v.o.vvunn.... 1

VSC 2, St. Louis Univ. .... 1 (L) VSC 5, Jacksonville ..oveevnnnn. 10

(L) vsC 2, Georgia Tech ....... 9 VSC 3, Berry ..uvevevennenennnns 2
VSC 9, Georgia Tech ....... 4 VSC 3, Berry ..vveinernnnnnnnnn. 2

VSC 12, Malone ............. 3 (L) vsSC 5, Florida Southern ........ 6

VSC 12, Malone .....ovv..... 7 (L) vsSC 1, Jacksonville .eveuunn.... 10

(L) vsC 6, Belmont Abbey ...... 11 (L) vSC 4, Jacksonville ..ovvun..... 5
(L) vSC 1, Belmont Abbey ...... 3 (L) VSC 2, West Georgia v.eveen..... 3
(L) vsSC 2, Armstrong State .... 13 (L) VSC 2, West Georgia .o..oe...... 6
(L) vSC 3, Armstrong State .... & VSC 8, Georgia Southwestern .... 4
VSC 2, Erskine ............ 1 VSC 9, Oglethorpe ....cevevuunn. 3







VALDOSTA STATE

1968 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won 15 -- lost 9

AB R H BI AVG, 2R 3B MR SB

Steve Crawford, rf 95 18 36 23 .379 12 4 1 15
Claude Speck, cf 102 27 36 3 .353 7 1 0 27
Larry Meredith, 3b 94 21 33 20 .351 10 O 1 9
DeWayne Elder, ¢ 66 10 18 8 .273 L o o 8
Spence Kiser, of L1 7 10 4 244 0 0 O 0
Jack Toole, 1b 84 9 19 15 .226 6 0 1 8
Larry Hysler, 2b 71 7 16 7 .225 5 0 ©0 6
Bobby Simpson, ss 81 8 18 11 .222 2 2 1 3
Joe Thornton, 1f 35 6 7 1 .200 t 0 O 3
Danny Petrovich, p 20 2 2 1 .100 0 0 O 0
TOTALS 802 133 224 108 .279 52 8 &4 85

(R.S. DeLoach, 1b 1-1, 1.000; Sparky Wright, ¢ 11-7, .636; Richard Vann, p
6-3, .500; Harry Jones, 1b 17-6, .353; Jimmy Devane, ¢ 4-1, .250; Eddie
Middleton, p L4-1, .250; Tommy Brown, p 9-2, .222; Bobby Sloan, 1b 17-3,
.176; Duane White, p 7-1, .143; Ron Fortner, p 17-2, .118; Eddie Fisher, p
18-2, .111; Hansel Faulkner, ss 2-0, .000)

G 1P H R ER BB SO W-L E:.R.A,

Danny Petrovich 9 62 50 20 9 18 50 5-1 1.31
Eddie Fisher 9 68 63 32 18 21 63 L-3 2.38
Duane White 6 21 23 11 7 9 23 1-2 3.00
Ron Fortner 8 38.1 33 17 13 8 33 3-1 3.05
Richard Vann 6 30.2 22 18 13 13 18 1-2 3.82
TOTALS 24 231.1 194 101 63 73 191 15-9 2.45

(Tommy Brown 1-0, 1.93; Eddie Middleton 0-0, 2.70)

VSC 7, David Lipscomb .......... 6 VSC 11, Armstrong State ......... 1
(L) vsC 2, David Lipscomb .......... 5 VSC 5, Armstrong State ......... 3
VSC 13, Lake Forest .....eveven.. 8 (L) vSC 2, Oglethorpe «oeeveveveennn L
VSC 3, DePauw ..vvveuvencnnnnnn. 2 (L) VSC &4, Berry cuoveveeeienneennnns 9
VSC L4, DePauw ...vvvvenrnnnnnnn. 2 VSC 2, BErry ceveveeveveneannans 0
VSC 6, Armstrong State ......... 0 VSC 9, Jacksonville ......c..... 4
VSC 10, *Burlington (la.) A's ... 2 VSC 8, Jacksonville ....cvuvn... 6
VSC 5, *Leesburg (Fla.) A's .... 1 (L) vSC 0, West Georgia ...oeeeeenn. 5
VSC 7, Georgia Southwestern .... 1 (L) vSC 1, West Georgia «o.eeevennn. 2
(L) VSC 5, Erskine vveeeeeeeennrnns. 8 (L) vSC 1, Georgia Southwestern .... 5
VSC 3, Erskine vv.veveennennnnn. 2 (L) vsC 5, Jacksonville ....coveuvnnn 9
VSC 13, High POINt weeenevennenn. 1 (L) VSC 2, Jacksonville .eeeeween... 5

NOTE: wunder then existing rules, of both the NAIA and NCAA, games against *professional
teams were counted. Coach Thomas received official notification from the NAIA
National Office to this effect.




1968 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

Two weeks before the opener of the the 1968 season, head coach Bill Grant,
handed the team over to his newly hired assistant, Tommy Thomas. Thomas was no
stranger to VSC baseball, having been the top catcher in the school's history
(1959-1962), while leading the team in hitting his final three seasons.

What the Rebel baseball team lost in Coach Grant was a fun-loving, yet
stearn, taskmaster, whose players knew that thin-line between being on the good
and/or bad side of their coach. What they got in Coach Thomas was one of the
finest baseball minds around, who had an affection for long-practicing and detail;
but, whose ''good-guy'' nature saw the best in people, seldom their faults.

What Thomas inherited was a group of experienced hell-raisers, who celebrated
win, or lose, and whose behaviors had been dictated by the mood of their former
coach. Thomas would have some problems in regard to various decisions because
the flamboyant Grant had used a strong approach, while Coach "T" would sometimes
waver.

The Rebels of 1968 were strong in hitting (a record .279 team average),
pitching (2.45 team ERA), and fielding (.960). Veterans Danny Petrovich (5-1,
1.31 ERA), Eddie Fisher (4-3, 2.38 ERA), and Ron Fortner (3-1, 3.05 ERA), steadied
an otherwise green mound staff, while outfielders Steve Crawford (.379) and
Claude Speck (.353), and third-baseman Larry Meredith (.351) provided the hitting.

Speck (27), and Crawford (15) combined for 42 stolen bases, as the team
amassed a record 85 thefts. All of these statistics, however, added to only a -
15-9 record, and a 4-5 Georgia Conference mark, as the Rebs faded in the stretch,
dropping their last five games, three of which were in the league.

David Lipscomb was battled in a 17-inning season opener (which took two days
to complete), before VSC won 7-6 behind Petrovich's seven-inning relief job, and
game winning RBi. The Rebels rolled to a 15-4 log, as Petrovich shut-out Armstrong
State and Berry, and the team won games over two professional clubs. Only upset
losses to loop rivals Oglethorpe (4-2), and Berry (9-4) marred an exciting start.

On April 27, after two big wins over Jacksonville four days earlier, VSC
rolled into Carrollton to battle West Georgia for the conference lead. Coach
Thomas described the day as '"Black Saturday,' as the home-team won 5-0, and 2-1
decisions. Petrovich lost the opener, while Fisher (a last minute choice over
Fortner) lost the heart-breaking, 10-inning, nite-cap, as the Rebs garnered only
10-hits in the doubleheader.

Fortner did not bother to show for the last three games, as Georgia South-
western and Jacksonville (twice) solidified the team's decline. Even with the
late season debacle, Petrovich was close to being named All-American, as he nabbed
NAIA honorable-mention honors.
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" ROME — Valdogta, State Col-
lege’s ‘Rebels.-got- two  runs in
the “top of the’ ninth*inning to
notch a 2-0.victory: Qvet the Ber-
ry College  Vikings in 'a base-
ball game: bere Saturday

W.i t h thé win, the Rebels
bounced back. fronz 8.9 - 4 de-
feat-at the hands ‘of the Vikings
here Friday. Both games were
Georgia Intercollegiate Con-
ference affairs, and the Rebels
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to four scattered hits as he
notched his fifth win against
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Bobby Simpson hit a triple
which scored Elder for the

ing.

They are presently tied for
the league lead with the West
Georgia -College Braves.- West
Georgia . is 3-1:iin conferencc
play while the Rehels are 41.

Coach Tommy Thomas® m
nine is slabad to refurn:to. attion
at. homg. this ‘afternoon agall

VSC's dth Win

-dosta,
3 Soumvnmm :.‘ 001 ; g
. Hall lmd Gund‘man, Potrovl and

Eider.

VALDOSTA — Danny Pe.
trovich got his fourth win,
against no losses Tuesday as
Valdosta State whipped Geor
gia Southwestern, 7-1.

Petrovich struck out 11,
walked none and allowed
three hits to-help the Rebels
to their ninth win against two
losses. Claude Speck hit two

singles and Spence Kaiser
‘contributed a double for Val-

NeS

Jackmﬂle “Universily. 1 5§

are 41 in conference. ‘play and
13-4 for the season.
Danny Petrovich went the
distance on-the mound for the
Rebels and held: the Vikings

Valdosta. Stats abr hrbi
Speck, ¢f . . b 0:0 0
Meredith,” 3b it 020
Elder, € i 4120
Crawford, rf L 3000
Sloan,  1b T T3100
st ss ; 4 0 11
Hysler, 20" ... .40 1.0
Thernton, rf .. > 0 3-0.1°0
Petrovich, p . '._._,_.___....2 000
TO1ALS ST
Valdosta State . _..___.000°000 002271
Berry. .. ,.—_-“._.000 40 000—-0-4-2
Errors — M.todmv MI&. PWMI
Double Plays —.Slmpkon. o Hysler to

Sloan, Goble to Foss, 1
Left On Base — VSC 5, Berry 8. j
Two - Base Hits — Elder, Roy. ;
Three - Base. Hits — Simpson, ‘Roy. _ * '
Stolen Bases —- Bowen, EMer. -
Sacriflces — Petrovich (bunt)

Crawford (bunt) Baggett (bunt). -

Pitchers RS ;o;b!:'s:‘
Petrovich il 9" 0.
Davis ——i e "9 752821 S

|l. (16) The Valdosta Daily Times, Wed April 10, L8468
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Baseball Rehels

Clip Hurrlcanes

By SAMMY GLASSMAN
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta State College’s base-
ball Rebels used a fast start at
the plate and a strong-all-the-
way pitching performance by
DPanny Petrovich to score a 7-1
“victory over the Georgia South-
‘western College Hurrlcanes here
Tuesday.

Coach Tommy Thomas’ Rebs

;racked up four runs in the first
-inning and. were never in dan-
-ger of losing the advantage
.after ‘that as Petrovich hand-
-cuffed the visitors from Ameri-

«cus with three- scattered sm5

gles.

» With the triumph the Rebs
‘boosted their regular season

record to 5-1 and increased their :

Georgia Intercollegiate Athletic
.Conference mark to 2-0. South-
‘western now owns a 2-11 chart.

To produce those four runs in
‘the opening frame, the Rebs
‘mixed doubles by Steve Craw-
ford and Jack Toole with a sin-
‘gle by Spence Kiser and a pair
-of walks. VSC went on to collect
@ total of nine hits in the game.
" Petrovich, a junior left-hander

avas sharp as he racked up his

DAN PETROVICH'
Gains Third Win
third hill vxctory of the season
without a loss.” He ‘whiffed ~11

and didn’t issue a walk.
Fov "eight frames he didn’t

allow a Hurricane runner to get.f

past first. Petrovich’s bid for
a shutout w a s blocked when

Southwestern tallied an unearn- i~

ed run in the ninth inning. The

Hall, p

- Valdosta State:

* Speek, cf

;. Meredith, 3 .
" Elder, ¢

AT

Humcanes lone marker came
on-the combmgtjo,n of-a single,
twa, VSC error*’“and a. sacrifice
fly. 4
Whlle the Rebs made a pair
of ‘miscues in:.the . final frame,
they. were flawléss in the field
durmg the first. eight, innings.
Next “action far'the Rebs will
come' Fridgy - "vihen ~they are

~slated to°open a two-gagme stand

here “against - Erskme (S C)
College. - ;

3

_Ross, ss° '
Lanier, rf

Gundeman, .
;Pearlman If :
Wit ;- 3b T
_Spence, 2 ;

G. English, b
D. English, cf.
R R e

{

o o’oq'oe‘o'ooq-v" .
u‘fge-.'o OO TO T -
Yi.apopdooaoe

TOTALS

2

Toole . b :
Kiser, If -
“Wysler, 2
Crawford  rf
Faylkher, ‘g6
Sinfpson, - SS '
Jones, rf
Petrovich,” p .
Thornton *,

> ¢
‘TOTM.S
Southwestern
Valdosta Sfate

oroec o yana ¥

o gocae—-ow.{a;'o

Merecmh Vo

Leftgn I}ase -~ vs & GSCﬂ
Two-Base hifs -Teble, Crawford .*
Stolen bases m;l; Kiser,* Tonls 2
Simpson, Meredlfh 2 .

Sacriﬂcel — Latilay(Hyy: ™~ i
Pitchers __.
Hall (L) ..
Petrovich (w)

o 8.4 3,
iy 34 Sl i
Passed bnﬂs—Gunden;’ gLy e
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i FRONT ROW: Steve Crawford, C z on, Allen Emert, Eddie Fisher, SECOND ROW: Spence Kiser, Tom‘i “ £ 5]
Brown, Larry Meredith, Bobby S ~zwon. Larry Hysler, Bobby Sloan, THIRD ROW: Coach Tommy Thomas, DeWayne Elder, Harry Jones, %
Eddie Middleton. 7 "3 Vann, Jack Toole and Jimmy Devane. Not pictured: Ron Fortner and Danny Petrovich.p g%
PGS E R . - < o : Byl JOPP T 193 LT —

3 TR, > :, TR, e




O T

(22) The Valdosta Dally Times, Wed April 24, 1968

Toole’s Home Run

Wins For Rebels

B8Y TIMES STAFF WRITER

A two-run homer by first base-
man Jack Toole after two outs
in the bottom of the ninth inn-
ing gave the Valdosta State
College Rebels an 8-6 baseball
victory. over the Jacksonville
(Fla.) University Dolphins.

With the triumph coach
Tommy Thomas’ Rebs swept a
two-game series with the Dolph-
ins. Both VSC and Jacksonville
now own identical 15-4 records.

Toole’s game-winning blast in
the ninth came after a see-saw
duel in which the: Rebs took a
five-run lead in the third, then
found themselves trailing 6-5
after six innings.

In the eighth inning the Rebs
pushed across one run to tie it
up at 6-6. An error, singles by
Spence Kiser and Bobby Simp-
son, and a walk produced that
gally.

Then came: the bottom of the
ninth. Larry Meredith had sing-
led, but there were two. out
when Toole took his turn at the
plate. He ended it with a blast
over the left field batrier.

Freshman lefthander Richard
Vann gained the hill victory af-
ter four scoreless innings of re-
lief work. The win leveled his
tecord off at I-1.

Jacksonville’s big gun was
Rich Beanhart, who. powered a
pair of homers while the Dolph"
ins were rallying during the mid-
dle innings.

Toole’s game—wmnlng circuit
blow came off Jax’ reluctant
velief hurler Lenny Carey. Bob
Mehlich _was the starter and
worked: eight- innings, then was
ejected from the game after a
dispute with the umpires over
the calling of balls and strikes.
Carey got the' call in the hmth
offered up the “wrong: pitch to
Toole and took the loss.

-Times S§taft Photo

JACK TOOLE
Clouts Homer

The game was the ‘last re-
gularly scheduled home contest
for the Rebels this season. They

still have five road gamje‘s to
play, including a pair against
West Georgia at Carrollton on

By SAMMY GLASSMAN

Times Sports Editor

Valdosta State College’s ‘base-
ball’ Rebels jumped off to an
early six-run lead and went
-from there'to a 94 victory over
the Jacksonville (Fla. )Univer-

Saturday.
Jacksonvitle ab r b bl
Kapp, 2b PSR S I T Bt
:e:"nhart of ——— 5222 f(acknn;gnn abr hrbi
ell, ss 5110 app, 2 . : 23100
Menendez, Sb ———_ 3110 B.rnl;lt, of _:3::3 12 2
Byrhes, rf - __._ . .5000 Bell, 35 it e 40 10
Sutton, 1b 2311 2 Menendez, 3b —pirgrniaee 3V 00
cMcCall, I 10600 Byrtigs, ff L. o4 010
el T S| Y Sty
. P R 0 2 » gl —
Sanders, 'c 2020 f_f;"'?g"pf’ i : ; 11
ann, ———210:0 T 5 g bt . 0
&, o SRR [ A
TOTALS T8 s Génd - . 190 0
;/am:m fsmo abr hrbi fo’TALs . e L 35---**'—--—.
peck, ¢ 0 X R . 33 46 4
- Meredith, 3b 0 VaMosta Stave . . . abr hibi
Crawford, rf 2 S&ngimcf w_-___._.;;....__l 220
Toole, 1b : s ———te §
Elder, ¢  _.._ ? Lgrawford, W-rf e 4 30 2] ?
Kiser, If 1 [ Ydole, 1b 230
Simpson, 8§ sEer, © PONENSON S ]
Hysler, 2b (1’ “‘gﬁn. rt et 3 : : ¥
mnqer p 0 ‘sl"ﬂ'::lm : —-.-m-fa‘qu-.-u“ ‘0303 ]
Vann, p, p________*______ 2 (oy Hysler, llb [T —— R .I‘, (2!
R Fisher, P*" i .3 0 0 0
TOTALS 830 7 Sloan, " et 0, 0.0
Jacksovilie  ______ 000 312 ‘00 92 e
Vaédosfz scasve oG ho<:5 °°|° gle_e -10-1 ;Im;svm' m dﬂ” 9 126
rrors — Sanders, Schelege oole. ———— !
|T.en o;:a BaseH- Vs 6 v 7. ! V'E'MI Sﬁ';ﬁ e 430 300 OBK-9-12-1
wo --Base Hits — M dez, rrors - Menendez, Kapp
Crawford, Elder. enendez, Sanders, Hart, 3""‘9“»"'”’" 2‘ 80"0“,
Home Runs — Toole, Bernhart 2. Deuble” ptayy — Mlﬂlﬁd!l o ‘Kapp' to
Stolen Bases — Mehlich, Meredith, tton,
Sacritices — Fortner (bunt), Lot on Ba4e - VSC 7, 4V 8
Pitchers r er bh so i Two-basa Nits — T, i‘
Mehlich . __ 8 6436 . Tome:
Carey (L) 22200 ;
Fortner _______ 5 7 4425
Middleton ___._...____. .0 0 2 2 % O
Vann (W) 420021
on -
L
1 v
uwn a 154 chart. VSC and Jﬁpk-v formanée whlch bmught him hls
sonville were to wind up fheir, agﬁin.st one loss
two-game series with a éontest ¢ wm s with
here this afternoon. e up, the lphhs
In yesterday’s duel, Valdosta hig offerings for
State nicked a pair of Dolphin , Schiegel it a
hurlers for a dozen hits. They mer - {6 ‘the “Hhird: ah
hit four singles, by Steve Craw-|Rich Bernhart blaéied one over
ford, Jack Toole, Dewayne- Kl [he fepce-in ‘in theseven-

-sity Dolphins here Monday.
Coach Tommy Thomas’ Rebs
got started with a four-run out-
-burst in the initial frame and
then added two more markers
.in the second. As it turned out

to assure VSC the victory.
The win boosted the Rebs’
record to 14-4. The Dolphins now

that was more than enough runs

der and Bobby SlmpSon durmgi
their wprising in the f.irst inn-:
ing. Simpson’s rap drove in tWo.

runs,

VSC,

walked only one and struck out'
seven for a good pxtchmg per-

Righthander Ed Fisher wm{
the distance on the hill for:
allowed just six hifs,:

nee-
thwith ‘a” tednitedte aboard.




REBELS blast Jacksonville 9-4, and 8-6

3 E
£ 41 Iy \







1969 RESIME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

Coach Tommy Thomas' second edition was one of the finest clubs in the
school's history, bolstered mainly by the hitting of first-sacker Craig Courtney
(.394) and shortstop Jack Toole (.303), and the pitching of returnees Eddie
Fisher (11-0, 1.29 ERA), and Danny Petrovich (9-3, 1.98 ERA).

The Rebels went 27-10, which included the college's second-ever Georgia
Conference championship (9-1 in the league), and first ever NAIA District-25
title. In their first NAIA Area-5 appearance, VSC had the misfortune to have
the first game forfieted to eventual national champion William Carey (see
tournament resume), and then lost to a fine Carson-Newman crew.

Blasting to a 13-2 start (including a 4-0 mark on their opening Florida
trip), the team saw Courtney have an unbelievable vear. The big, East Gary,
Ind., native set school records in almost all offensive categories (his batting
average mark still stands), and carried the team in game after game. The Rebs
hit only .260, but accounted for 88 extra-base-hits, including 20 circuit-clouts.

Both Petrovich and Fisher were very effective, but received help from only
relievers Rusty Simpson (2-2, 1.93 ERA), and Eddie Middleton (2-0, 3.60 ERA), as
a third starter could not be found. Even though he was behind 5-4 when the William
Carey game was ended, Fisher had a fantastic year. The Federalsburg, Md., senior,
was in the nation's top-3 in both earned-run-average, and most victories, and
finished his career with a 24-8 record. ’

Petrovich's career mark was 19-9, and the big, lefthander was equally .
effective, forming, with Fisher, one of the nation's best 1-2 pitching punches.
Had the situation in the Area tournament been different, the Rebels may have proven
the claim that, "the 1969 team was VSC's best ever.! .
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YA TA STATE

969 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 27 - lost 10

AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR s
Craig Courtney, .1b 132 35 52 37 .394 13 6 6
. Jack Toole, ss 112 15 34 24 .303 10 0 2 0
Spence Kiser, cf 91 27 27 11 .297 3 2 1 7
Steve Crawford, rf 112 34 32 22 .285 5 0 3 . 29
‘ Danny Petrovich, p L7 2 13 9 .277 0o 0 2 0
Larry Meredith, 3b 126 30 34 18 .269 8 3 1 8
Bill Baggett, I1f 123 20 33 14 .268 3 0 & 0
Larry Hysler, 2b 105 8 23 14 .208 5 0 1 6
Harry Jones, inf 28 4 5 1 .178 0 0 O0 1
Joe Thornton, of 56 22 9 1 .161 3 1 0 12
Eddie Fisher, p 37 0 5 1 135 1 0 o0 0
Steve Rominger, c 108 5 14 7 .129 2 0 O 0
TOTALS 1159 207 301 171 .260 56 12 20 70

(Rusty Simpson, p 16-9, .563; Jimmy Hall, inf 12-4, .333; Jimmy Devane, c
9-2, .222; Eddie Middleton, p 10-2, .200; Phil Metzger, utl 5-1, .200;
Larry Wiley, ss 7-1, .143; Leroy Purdy, p 11-1, .091; Richard Vann, p 9-0,
.000; Robby Williams, 3b 3-0, .000)

G IP H R ER BE SO W-L E.R.A:
. Eddie Fisher 14 97.2 57 20 14 2 101 11-0 1.29
Rusty Simpson 7 14 16 8 3 L 10 2-2 1.93
Danny Petrovich 13 113.2 90 32 25 30 88 9-3 1.98
. Richard Vann 4 29.1 29 21 9 12 13 1-2 2.69
Leroy Purdy 8 38 38 17 12 13 31 2-2 2.84
Eddie Middleton 4 20 19 11 8 6 10 2-0 3.60
TOTALS 36 312.2 249 109 71 89 253 27-9 2.04
VSC 9, St. Leo cvvvvennnn.. 4 VSC 1, Berry ciiiiieneerneenanen 0
VSC 3, South Florida ...... 1 VSC 6, BErry .vveeeeenneneenenns 0
VSC 11, St. Leo vvvevennnn.. 10 VSC 6, Georgia Southwestern .... 2
VSC 10, South Florida ...... 7 (L) vsC 6, Georgia Southern ........ 7
VSC 4, SIU-Edwardsville . 0 VSC 4, West Georgia ....cocuvn.. 2
(L) vsC 1, SlU-Edwardsville ... 2 (L) VSC 2, West Georgia «....eevunn. 3
VSC 6, Georgetown ......... 1 VSC 3, Georgia Southwestern .... 2
VSC 5, High Point ......... 4 VSC 13, Piedmont ....c.veevennenn 1
(L) vsSC 2, High Point ......... 3 VSC 5, Georgia Southern ........ 4
VSC 7, Armstrong State .... 1 VSC 11, Piedmont ....cocvveenennns 1
VSC 3, Armstrong State .... 1
VSC 8, DePauw ............. 3 NAITA DISTRICT 25 CHAMPIONSHIP
VSC 7, DePauw .....covenvnn. 3 Valdosta, Ga.
VSC 7, Washington (Mo.) 2 VSC 10, Florida A6M ....vvvvnnn.. 8
VSC 12, Erskine ............ 2 VSC 5, Mercer ....vcevveenrennn. 2
(L) vsC 4, Erskine v..vvevunn.. 6
. VSC 12, Furman ............. 5 NAIA AREA FIVE CHAMPIONSHIP
(L) VSC 5, Furman ............. 7 Knoxville, Tenn.
(L) vsc 0, Jacksonville ....... 6 (L) vSC 0, *William Carey ..e.ocevn.. 9
. VSC 6, Jacksonville ....... 0 VSC 3, Ouachita Baptist ........ 0
VSC 5, Armstrong State .... O (L) vsC 2, Carson-Newman ....... e... b
(L) vSC 2, Armstrong State .. 3

NOTE: VSC forfeited to *William Carey.




STANDING: Larry Meredith, Dwayne Elder, Steve Rominger, Craig
Courtney, Harry Jones, Jim Hall, Eddic Myddleton, Larry Wiley,
Leroy Purdy, Larry Hysler, Eddie Fisher, Jimmy Devane, Danny Petro-

vitch, Rusty Simson. K NEELING: Phil Metzger, Robbie Witliams, Joe
Thornton, Steve Crawford, Bill Baggett, Spence Kiser, Coach Thomas.
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By ALEX SIMPSON
Journal Sports Writer

Strong pitching by Carson-
Newman’s Tommy Jones who
allowed only four hits and
struck out 12 enabled the high-
flying Eagles to edge the usual-
ly hard-hitting Ouachita Baptist
University Tigers 4-2 in the Area
5 National Association of Inter-
collegiate Athleticsplavoffs
which got under way Thursday
at 8ili Meyer Stadium.

In the tournament opener
plate umpire Shorty Hatfield
stopped the game in the eighth
inning with Valsosta State at bat
and no outs and awarded Wil-
lian Carey College a 9-4 forfeit
victory. William Carey was
ahead 5-4 at the time.

Ouachita became the first cas-

ualty of the tournament when it
dropped a 3-0 decision to Valdos-
i ta State in losers bracket action
:Fridav night.
;  Friday’s games will pit Car-
ison-Newman against William
Carey College in the winners
bracket finals at 1 p.m., the
loser of the 1 o’clock games
against Valdosta State at 4 in
the losers bracket finals and the
iwinners of the 1 and 4 p.m.
l'games at 7 for the title.

Should the losers bracket
! finalist win the 7 o’clock contest
the two teams will play another
'game at 3:30 p.m. Saturday.

; Walks to Edrl Ogburn, Bill
‘Stover and Mike Shinn gave
! Carson-Newman its first scoring
ichance in the second inning.
iAnd The Eagles took advantage

; a

lof it as Paul Bostic singled to
[ mnnva Neabuen and TAnae hit a
ilong sacrifice fy to center to
‘score Stover,

In NATA Playoff—

les, V

The Eagles got two more runs
in the fourth as Bostic and
Jones singled. Rick Privette, a
former Fulton standout, came
through with a ringing single to
score Bostic and Tom Hickman
followed with a sacrifice fly to
left which scored Jones.

Jones breezed through four
hitless innings before giving up
a single to Larry Barker in the
fifth when a fielder’s choice and
two walks loaded the bases.
Jones then struck out Ted Viala
to end the threat.

The Tigers racked up two
runs in the seventh inning as
Barker opened with a single,
Jim Boyette singled with Bar-
ker going to second. J. C. Mor-
row then hit another one-bag-
ger to score Barker. Mike Led-
better grounded out John
Crowder to Mike Shinn with

|Bovette scoring on the play.

Jones ended the game in a
blaze of glory by striking out
the side—Barker, Boyette and
Morrow—in the ninth and was
given a standing ovation as he
left the field by the predomi-
nately Carson-Newman crowd
on hand.

Dale Wilson and Jim Arnold
had solo blasts for William

!

|

|

|

%

illiam Ca

Carey in the opener. Wilson had
two hits as did Clyde Beerman
in leading the hitting. Mike
Harris had a double.:

Valdosta had led 4-2 going
into the seventh but William
Carey rallied for two runs and
went ahead 5-4.

Bickering developed between
hatfield and the Valdosta State
over Hatfield’s calling of balls
and strikes. When the condition
continued to worsen Hatfield
ordered the game forfeited to
William  Carey.

Valdosta State jumped to a 1-0
lead in the first inning of the
night game when Spence Kiser

VALDOSTA STATE WILLIAM CAREY
ab rh bi ab r hbi
Kiser ¢f 1 3 1 0Broome ss 40 1
Merdith 3b 4 0 3 1Egdes 26 4 0 1
Baggett if 4 0 1 1 Kouns p 3 0 O
Courtny 16 3 0 0 OWilson 2b 4 1 2
Crawfrd rf 2 0 1 0Arnold cf 3 1 1
Toole ss 2 0 0 0Smith1b 3 0 0
Hysler 2b 2 0 1 0 Beermonf 3 0 2
Rominger ¢ 2 0 0 OHarris rt 3 1 1 0
Ficher n 2 1 1 N Ctapmcan - 2 92 1 1
Totals 22 4 8 2 Totals 30 5 9 4

(Game forfeited to William Carey in
8th by umpire Shorty Hotfieid with Val-
doste batting and no outs.)
VALDOSTA STATE 101 020 Oxx—4
WILLIAM CAREY 010 110 2xx—5

E—Eades, Arnold, Smith, Couriney, Hy-
selr, Kiser. LOB—Valdpsta State 4, wil-
llam Corey 4. 3B--Harris. HR—Wilson,
Arnoid. SB — Rominger, Horton, Kiser,

Broome.
IP H RERBBSO
Fisher 7 9 5 3 1 5

VALDOSTA STATE
chi
5

i dith, SB—Hysler,

,VIZ

Kouns 7 8 4 2 5 5
HBP—By Kouns (Rominger)., WP—Fish-
er 2. PB—Rominger, Stevenson, T--2:25.

OUACHITA VALDOSTA STATE
ab r hrbi ab r hrbi
Ledbetr.cf 3 0 0 0 Kiser,if 311
Viola,2b 3 0 0 0 Merdth3b 4 0 1 3
Pattilio,ss 4 0 2 0 Crawfd,rf 3 0 0 0
Briley b 4 0 1 0 Courty,lb 30 1 0
Tygart,3b 4 0 1 0 Toole,ss 4 0 1 9
Barkerrf 3 0 Y 0 Hysier,2db 2 1 0 0
Boyette,)f 4 D 0 0 Thoratnef 2 1 1 ¢
Hargdine,c 4 0 0 0 Romigr.c 2 0 1 0
Stedge,p 0000 Petrovip 4 0 1 0
IMartidle,p 3 0 ¢ 0
| Cope,ph 10600
Tolals 33 0 4 0 Totals 31 37 2
CGUALKITA 000

000 000—0

Kiser. Dp s

T, 1ser. va-

ta 1, Valdosio State’ 3. LOB—Ouachita

- Valdacta State £ 28 _Tagla, 3B—Mere-
Pattillo

E—-Hysler, Romi

i P H R ERBBSO
Sledge (L, 5-5) "2 2 2§ sO
t Martindate 1 0 3 4
Fetrovich (W, 9-3) 8 9

é 0 3
Hargadine, T —

WP—Martindaie. PB —
:08.

ov——owo

The Knoxoille Fouenal

Friday, May 30, 1969

rey Trium

Ouachita player to collect two

singled and Larry Meredith fol-
lowed with a booming triple. hits.
Four walks by Roger Sledge| CARSON-NEWMAN QUACHITA - -
. A abrhl abrfrbl
in the Second inning gave Val- Privefte ss s 011 Ledbetter ct 3000
i [<1[+] N
dosta State another run and |Hickman % 5000Paltilioss 3000
Sledge gave way to Everctt!ogburn b 4 { 1l 8?’"“,& I;b i%g'gz
Martindale who went the rest of 4 ?A’ggg:lgﬂd I 3 01 OBZEEQ;' F 41 _2{3‘;
i jShinn, b 300 0Boyefte ¥ 41710,
the way for.the Tigers. IBoame & 95 %Boyetrett 41 19
A walk, singles by Steve Rom- Jones p 312)Cheatwoed p 3003,
inger and Dan Petrovich and an cTotalsN 35 4 8- R I"o“‘;o A X
i - arson-Newman
error produced the third Valdos- | SarsonNewman 0 ® 090 2002
ta State tally in the sixth inning. E—Shinn, Partie, Bnieg. LOB—Corson- -
Sledge’s losing effort left him | Newmon 8 Ouachite 3. SF—Jones.
with a 5-5 record. Jones ¢ W, 7(-|1_)9 2 9, 4 2, 24 34
Roger Pattillo was the only|“"g®yood (L#- oy

—staff

TRAFFIC JAM—A traffic jam forms as C
man’s Mike Shinn (just visible behind Ouachita third
baseman Mike Tygart wearing No.
into third base a{ Bill Meyer Stadi
| lowing Tommy Jones’ sacrifice fly.

T

o by Doug
arson-New-
13) goes safely
um Thursday fol- .




Liz Lester

Gail Bobbitt

SEPTEMBER

Maurisa Harden

FEBRUARY

Cathy Buff Janice Clenney

Sue Davis

OCTOBER NOVEMBER

Y

Judy Hunt o ‘ Linda Reddick ‘

Gail Hilliard

AUGUST

Lorainne Hall

Grayson Travis




1970 RESIME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

1970 was one of those years where the team looked so-so on paper, and
turned out so-so. A 25-16 record (11-1 in the Georgia Conference) belies the
fact that \SC's victories came against weaker clubs, while the known teams
edgec the Febels.

Seniors Spence Kiser (.313), Steve Crawford (.301), and Bill Baggett (.293)
led the hitters, with sophomore catcher Steve Rominger (.289), and shortstop
Bobby Tripg (.292) giving some help. Team fielding was erractic (.945), while
the pitchirg (2.22 ERA for the team) was generally good, with freshman Steve
Sorgius (7-3, 1.26 ERA), and sophomores Rusty Simpson (8-3, 2.35 ERA), and Leroy
Purdy (5-6, 2.46 ERA) carrying the bulk of the load. The staff threw seven shut-
outs, gave up one-run in 10-games, and two-runs in four others.

The team hit .275, and had 90 extrz-base-hits, with the majority of these
coming from the bats of the above-mentioned hitters, along with Larry Hysler
(.271), anc Harry "Moose'' Jones (.241). The Rebels were at the point where they
completely dominated the Georgia Conference (even though they split with West
Georgia) ard NAIA District-25, but were unable to compete very successfully with
most of the highly regarded non-confererce foes that Coach Thomas scheduled.

VSC gct a bad start, going 1-2 on their Florida swing, before returning
home and dropping four games (two each) to Miami (0.), and Pembroke State. The
Rebs also lost twice each to rivals Erskine, Jacksonville, and Georgia Southern
throughout the year; but did drop independent Mercer in two single frays.

In the NAIA tourney at Tallahassee, Valdosta State beat Columbus (for the
third time), and won 2 of 3 from home-tcwn Florida AeM (see tournament resume
for details). Unexpectedly the hitting in the NAIA Area-5 came alive, but the
pitching gesve way, as the Rebels lost to straight (to Ouachita Baptist and
Livingston).




VALDOSTA STATE

1970 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 25 - lost 16

AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB

Spence Kiser, cf 14 30 45 12 .313 5 5 0 10 .
Steve Crawford, rf 143 28 43 19 .301 7 1 0 18
Bill Baggett, If 125 23 37 18 .293 5 2 3 ki

Bobby Tripp, ss 144 20 42 16 .292 8 3 0 1 .
Steve Rominger, ¢ 142 13 W 20 .289 6 1 0 0
Larry Hysler, Zb 133 20 36 14 271 5 2 2 7
Jimmy Hall, 3b 24 12 6 6 .250 0 0 0 4
Leroy Purdy, p 24 1 6 3 .250 1 0 0 0
Rusty Simpson, 3b-p 147 18 36 18 .245 8 0 0 0
Harry Jones, 1b 133 16 32 13 L2441 3 2 2 1
Greg Lee, 1f-p 58 6 12 10 .207 1 1 0 0
Steve Sorgius, p 31 0 6 1 . 194 0 0 O 0
TOTALS 1317 206 362 153 .275 54 19 7 58

(Richard Vanr, p 2-1, .500; Al Golden, of 16-6, .375; Terry Fields, ss
11-4, .364; Andy Hassell, p 3-1, .333; Jimmy Devane, c 14-4, .286; Chip
Hall, p L4-1, .250; Paul Montgomery, 3b 20-3, .150)

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R,A,

Steve Sorguis 12 85.2 54 26 12 48 74 7-3 1.26
Rusty Simpson 14 841 68 26 22 22 5i 8-3 2.35 -

Leroy Purdy 14 8L .1 76 36 23 21 67 5-6 2.46

Greg Lee 12 66.1 53 28 21 33 L1 3-2 2.85

TOTALS. 41 352.1 280 138 88 148 247 . 25-16 2.22

(steve Crawford 1-0, 0.00; Richard Vann 0-0, 0.00; Gordy Gruhl 0-0, 0.00;
Chip Hall 1-0, 2.57; Andy Hassell 0-2, 2.76; Paul Montgomery 0-0, 26.87)

(L) VSC 5, Tampa .ceevesvconrccncns 6 VSC 2, Georgia Southwestern ... 0

(L) VSC 2, St. Leo coveenrnnnnnenn 5 VSC 2, Mercer ...eeeeeenneeenns 1
VSC 10, St. Leo .veveneennnnnn. 6 VSC 5, Georgia Southwestern ... 3

(L) vsC 0, Miami (0.) ..cecvvunnn. 2 VSC 4, Columbus .....cveveennn. 3

(L) vsC 6, Miami (0.) ...ccvvenn.. 10 VSC 13, Piedmont ....ceevvnnecnen 3

(L) vsC 1, Perbroke State ........ 5 VSC 7, Mercer .....eeeesceonnes 3

(L) vSC 4, Pembroke State ........ 5 (L) vsC 1, Georgia Southern ....... 4
VSC 5, Western Carolina ...... 1 VSC 2, Columbus ......vceueuvnee 1
VSC 6, Marian .....ceeevnennnn 2 (L) vSC 0O, West Georgia ceeeeeees.o |1
VSC 4, Marian ....evveninenne. 3 VSC 4, West Georgia ...ceveeens 1

(L) vsC 3, Jacksonville .......... 4 VSC L4, Piedmont ....cceeevcennnn 1
VSC 3, Marian .......ccveeeens 0

(L) VSC 5, Erskine ...eveeuvennnnn 6 NAIA DISTRICT 25 CHAMPIONSHIP

(L) VvSC 0, Erskine ...ceeevececens 1 Tallahassee, Fla.
VSC 16, Armstrong State ....... 0 VSC 7, Columbus .....ocoveenens 2
VSC 13, Armstrong State ....... 0 VSC 3, Florida A&8M .....ccvveen 2

(L) vsC 1, Jacksonville .......... 4 (L) VSC 0, Florida AM ......ceenn. 20 .
VSC 7, Shorter ............... 0 VSC 10, Florida AEM ............ 1
VSC 5, Shorter ......... [ 0 '
VSC 11, Armstrong State ....... 1 NATA AREA FIVE CHAMPIONSHIP .
VSC 13, Armstrong State ....... 6 Knoxville, Tenn.

(L) vsC 3, Georgia Southern ...... 5 (L) vsC 8, Ouachita Baptist ....... 11

¢ VSC 2, BEFFY vovevneerneaenens 1 (L) VSC 5, Livingston ....eeeeeeen. 11

VSC 2, Berry ..o.veveeeesecioas O




STANDING: Coach Thomas, jimmy DeVane, Chip Hall, Steve Rominger, Leroy Montgomery, Spence Kiser, Bill Baggett, Bobby Tripp, Andy Hassell, Jimmy
Purdy, Steve Crawford, Harry Jones, Greg Lee, Steve Sorgius, Larry Hysler, Terry  Hall, Gordy Gruhl.
Fields, Coach Bobo Short. KNEELING: Rusty Simpson, Richard Vann, Paul



Rebels’ Purdy,

orgius

Both Pitch No-Hitters

By SAMMY’ GLASSMAN
Times Sports Editor
Vaidosta State College hurlers

Leroy Purdy and Steve Sorgius §

pitched back - to - back no-hit-
‘ters and came within an eye-
lash of making it a pair of per-
fect performances as the base-
ball Rebels swept a twin - bill
with conference foe . Shorter
College here Monday.

-In ‘the pair of games, both
of which were cut to seven-inn-
ings by mutual agreement,

‘epach Tommy Thomas’ Rebs
chalked up 7-0 and 50 victor- !
ies over the Hawks, a Georgia ;

Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence opponent from Rome, Ga.

On a day which certainly has §

no equal in past VSC baseball
history, freshman Sorgius and
sophomare Purdy, a pair of left-

‘handers, faced only 43 bats-

man, just one above the abso-
Iwte minimum for the 14 inn-
ings which the doubleheader

Shorter’s lone base runner of

reached first on VSC’s only er-

LEROY PURDY
Perfect Day

*
the day was Jim Wade, who|breaking variety.

The moundsmen were backed

ror of the afternoon after one
was out in the sixth frame of
the opening contest.

Up until then Sorgius had cut
down 16 straight Shorter bats-
‘men and after Wade “lived” on
the error he put down the next
five men he faced in order,
just missing a perfect game.
The freshman whiffed six as he
claimed a victory which boost-
ed his record fo 3-2.

. Purdy came on in the second

game to mow down 21 straight
Shorter batsmen for a perfect
no-hitter. The sophomore struck
out 11 as he chalked up his
second win against. four losses,
some of which were the heart-

4 boro in a game set for 3 p. m.

by a defense that made just
one harmless error in 14 inn-
ings and an attack which pro-
duced a total of 22 hils, 12
in the first game and second
in the contests.

When it was over the Rebels
had boosted their overall rec-
ord to 9:10 and upped their
GIAC mark to 3-0. The pair
of losses left the Hawks with
an 0-7 record in all games and
an 0-3 conference chart.

VSC was to meet loop foe
Armstrong State College at Sa-
vannah in a double-header to-
day, with only fhe first tilt|
counting in the GIAC stand-
ings. The Rebs are to host non-!
conference opponent Georgia
Southern College from States-

STEVE SORGIUS
He Sizzled

*

here Wednesday.

“I've never seen anything
quite like it,”” Thomas said af-
ter the Rebs had polished oft
the Hawks twice in such amaz-
ing style. “What can I say.
I'm proud of every one of our
players who contributed to this
outstanding accomplishment.”

On the offensive side in the
first game, VS8C’s dozen hits
included a triple bv Spanes
Kiser and a double by kill Bag- i
gett. Baggett also had a single
to his credit and Rusty Simp-:
son, Steve Crawford and Steve‘
Rominger each rapped cut a
pair of one-baggers. VSC scor-|
ed their seven runs in the first;

,three innings and coasted m{

from there.

In the second game Kiser,
with a double and a single, and|;
Baggett, with two smgles, pac-

Wiggs. 3b
Mephenson, c
Throgmerton,
hfoor »

' Sorgius, p

{Springer, i

‘ Jysler, 2b

ed VS(C’s 10-hit attack, Held
scoreléss for four frames, the
Rebs tallied three times in the

fifth and twice more in the |

sixth, while Purdy was going

the perfect route on the mound. -

*
Rebel Tally
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1971 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

Valdocsta State won their third consecutive Georgia Conference champion-~
ship in 1971, going 8-2 in the loop, but slipping to an overall 24-18 log.
The Rebels attacked their most ambitious schedule ever, and suddenly were 1-6,
after losing to Florida State (who finished second in the NCAA's), dropping
four games on their Southern swing, and coming home to losses to Ohioans, Cin-
cinnati and Bowling Green.

VSC came back strong, beating Pembroke State twice, defeating Mercer, and
splitting with nationally ranked Rollins. Locally, persistent Armstrong State
split a double-header, while old nemisis West Georgia also maneuvered a stand-
off. Columbus, only in its second year as a 4-year school, tagged itself the
District favorite by blasting the Rebs twice, 11-8 and 7-3. Home games were
won over both Georgia Southern and Jacksonville, while both the Eagles and
Dolphins recipricated on the road.

The NAIA District-25 tournament was a classic (see tournament section), as
the Rebels eliminated both Columbus (in their park), and conference rival
Shorter. Again, however, the Area play-offs proved to big a hurdlie, as VSC
lost close ones to David Lipscomb (L-1), and the State College of Arkansas (2-1).

Team statistics were not impressive, with a .253 average, and a 3.11 ERA.
Sophomore second-sacker Bobby Tripp (.319) led the hitters, with only Moose Jones
(.306), Craig Courtney (.279, after a year's lay-off), and frosh Gene Felts (.275)
providing any punch. Leroy Purdy (6-4, 1.48 ERA), Rusty Simpson (6-4, 2.46 ERA),
and JC transfer Ronald Bennett (6-2, 2.64 ERA) pitched very steady, but had
problems in some of the big games.

Ron Nasworthy (3-5, 6.50 ERA) threw bee-bee's, but had control problems,
while frosh Dar Chadwick (2-1, 0.75 ERA), won the season's biggest game in drop-
ping Shorter, 2-1, in the District finale.: Although the season ended on a losing
note, a veteran team would return for the 1972 campaign, including a top-notch
infield.




VALDOSTA STATE
1971

Baseball

FINAL STATISTIC

won 24 -~ lost 1
AB R H BI AVG. 2R 3B R sB

) Bobby Tripp, 2b 135 31 43 16 .319 5 0 0

Harry Jones, 1b 157 23 43 28 .306 8 1 6 11
Craig Courtney, rf 147 21 L 20 .279 8 3 1 8
Gene Felts, cf 167 28 LTS 12 .275 4 2 2 14
Ronald Benrett, o 37 6 10 9 .270 3 0 1 0
Steve Romirger, c 140 15 37 22 .264 6 0 1 0
Rusty Simpeon, 3b-p 111 14 26 9 .234 2 0 1 2
Terry Fields, ss 122 18 27 17 221 5 0 2 11
Al Golden, If 82 6 17 6 .207 1 2 0 2
Jimmy Hall, 3b k9 5 7 6 .143 0O 0 o0 3
Greg Lee, 1f-p 51 L 5 3 .098 0 0 0 2
TOTALS | 1295 187 327 163 .253 42 9 16 70

(Dan Chacwick, p 10-5, .500; Ron Nasworthy, p 16-5, .313; Leroy Purdy, p
29-5, .172; Rill Huxford, utl 29-5, ,172; Dudley Spruill, inf 6-0, .000;
Andy Hassell, p 2-0, .000; Bob Lingenfelter, p 2-0, .000; Collier Black, p
1-0, .0C0; Richard Vann, p 1-0, .000; Mark Kilmer, of 1-0, .000)

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R.A,

Danny Chadwick 5 24 16 6 2 8 20 2-1 0.75

. Leroy Purdy 13 85.1 75 25 14 35 53 6-4 1.48
Rusty Simpson 14 95 94 33 26 20 70 6-4 2.46

Ronald Bennett 12 68.1 61 32 20 14 61 6-2 2.64

. Ron Naswerthy 10 Ly 1 37 39 32 50 43 3-5 6.50
TOTALS 42 34h.2 314 171 119 158 264 24-18 3.11

(Bob Lingenfelter 0-0, 0.00; Andy Hassell 0-0, 3.25; Greg Lee 0-2, 6.78;
Collier Black 1-0, 7.88)

(L) VSC 1, Florida State .......... 13 (L) vSC 2, West Georgia ........... 4
VSC 4, Kentucky ............... 1 VSC 10, Georgia Southwestern ... 0
(L) VSC 2, St. Leo wuuvvverunnnn.... 3 VSC 7, Piedmont ...........v... 0
(L) VSC 4, St. Leo vuvvvrvnnnnn.. .. 9 (L) vsC 2, Georgia Southern ....... 3
(L) vsc 0, South Florida. .......... 8 (L) vsCc 8, Columbus ............... 1
(L) vsC 1, south Florida .......... 11 (L) vsC 3, Columbus ............... 7
(L) VSC 2, Bowling Green State .... 3 VSC 8, Piedmont ............... 2
(L) vSC 2, Cincinnati ....ouv...... 5 VSC 5, Piedmont ............... 3
VSC 1, DePauw ..vvvvvvnnnnnn... 0 VSC 2, Jacksonville v.oovuun... 0
VSC 9, DePauw .eevvvenwnnnnnn.. 0 VSC 3, Georgia Southern ....... 2
VSC 4, Erskine ................ 0 (L) vsc 3, Jacksonville ........... 5
VSC 5, Erskine vovvevennnnnnn.. 0
(L) vsc 2, Armstrong State ........ 5 NAIA DISTRICT 25 CHAMPIONSHIP
VSC 8, Armstrong State ........ 1 Columbus, Ga.
VSC 5, Pembroke State ......... 1 VSC 10, Columbus ......cevuun... 9
VSC 5, Pembroke State ......... 3 (L) VSC 6, Shorter ......coceuuu... 10
. VSC 10, Rollins ...euvvunun..... 2 VSC 5, Columbus ..... Ceeeeraann 3
(L) VSC 0, RoI1insS vuvuevuenonnnn.. .. 8 VSC 10, Shorter ................ 2
VSC 4, Mercer v...vvvuunnnnn... 1 VSC 2, Shorter ................ 1
. (L) vsC 3, Florida State .......... 17
VSC 6, Berry ..ovvveinnnnnnn... 5 NAIA AREA FIVE CHAMPIONSHIP
VSC 8, Berry weveeuenuunnnnn... 4 Knoxville, Tenn.
VSC 10, Georgia Southwestern ... 2 (L) vsc 1, David Lipscomb ......... 4
VSC 4, West Georgia ........... 2 (L) vSC 1, Central Arkansas ....... 2




Rebels Capture "District Crown' °

photo by Jerry Béntley'

The Valdosta -State College
Rebels, down bv one game in
the Dhstrict 25
elimination

double
tournament. came
back and shot down the Shorter
Bawks, 10-2 and 2-1. The pair of
triumphs enabled the Rebels to
capture the District 25 baseball
championship for the third
Valdosta,
which had never played Shorter
during the regular season, had to
be content as co-champions of
the  Georgia Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference along with
the Hawks, since both possessed
identical records.

As district champs, Valdosta
State has earned the right -to
play in the Area 5 playoffs
‘which got underway yesterday.
The Area 5 competition is also a
double elimination tournament.
‘The other three teams involved
in the tourney are: David
Lipscomb  College

consecutive  year.

(38-12),

photo by’ Jerry Bentley

Members of the team are :(from left to right).Top Row - Bill Huxford,
Alan Golden, Leroy Purdy, Greg Lee, Gene Felts, Bobby Tripp, Bob
Lingenfelter. Middle Row - Ron Nasworthy, Terry Fields, Craig Court-
ney, Steve Rominger, Harry Jones, Rusty Simpson. Bottom Row -Mark
Kiimer, Dudley Spruill, Collier Black, Andy Hassell, Ronald Bennett,
Jimmy Hall, Danny Chadwick.

Nashville Tenneéssee; Livingston

State College (34-6), Livingston,.

Alabama;  State  College of
Arkansas (16-10), State College,
Arkansas; All games are being

played at Del Meyer Stadium in
‘Knoxville, Tennessee.  The
Rebels played yesterday against
_David Lipscomb. .

Head Coach Tommy Thomas

had this to say after VSC

clinched the district title, “Our

players reached down and gave
that something extra when they
had to. I was very, very proud of

- Valdosta

them all the way. It was a tough
battle, one that we had to fight
up hill. But thev came through
in great stvle. We got a fine team
effort.”

The first game of the Friday
twin bill was highlighted by
explosive bats and sound
pitching. Rusty Simpson started
and was relieved after six innings
by Lerov Purdy and Ronald
Bennett. Gene Felts, freshman
centerfielder. blasted a towering
grand slam homer in the fourth
inning, a frame that produced a
total of eight runs for the
Rebles.

In the second encounter, the
flame throwing performance of

freshman  pitcher Jannv
Chadwick enabled VSC to clinch
the  championship.  Shorter

scored first with one run in the
third inning. Valdosta State tied
it up at 1-1 with a score in the
fourth. Bobbv Tripp walked,
moved to second .on Craig
Courtnev’s sacrifice bunt and
scored on a single by Jones. The
scoring was over for Shorter. but
not for the spirited Rebels. In
the fifth, Alan  Golden
hammered a triple and then
scored on a sacrifice by Terry
Fields. It may not have been
evident at the time, but with this
marker, -.- the District 25
championship was history.

This reporter would like to
express sincere congratulations
to head coach Tommy Thomas
and the entire team of the
State  Rampaging
Rebels.

§
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1972 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE REBELS

The 1972 season began rather slow, with the Rebels 3-4 after seven games,
and 5-5 after ten. But then Gene Felts took over. The big, Lakeland, Ga.,
centerfielcer led the Rebels to 13 straight wins, including a 14-2 rout of
Florida Stete, a 9-5 win over Georgia Southern, and twin 4-2 nods against West
Georgia.

Felts (.368) hit 13-homers on the year, and led the team in every offensive
category, including 50-RBl's, and 28 extra-base-hits. He received adequate sup-
port from Bobby Tripp (.327), Craig Courtney (.325), Eddie Cowart (.322), and
Frank Sumner (.315), and also got five round-trippers from catcher Steve Rominger.

Pitching wise, the team had a 2.88 ERA (compared to a record .292 team
batting average), and were led by senior hurlers Ronald Bennett (8-4, 2.14 ERA),
Rusty Simpson (7-2, 2.45 ERA), and Leroy Purdy (6-4, 3.09 ERA). Relief was a
big problem, although Marty LeFiles went 1-0 (0.53 ERA) in 17-innings pitched.

The Rebels easily won the Georgia Conference again (the fourth consecutive
year), with a 7-1 record, including two pressure-packed wins over rival Shorter.
For the first time in the school's history, and against a tough schedule, VSC
became a legitimate small-college power, by achieving a 28-15 record, including
the NAIA Districr title, and runner-up in the Area. Shoddy fielding cost the
Rebs their best-ever chance to go to the Nationals, although Area champion David
Lipscomb {an 8-3 victor over VSC) did finish second in the nation.

Coach Tommy Thomas did a great coaching job, and his players responded well,
in many crucial situations. Thomas grabbed both Conference, and District Coach-
of-the-Year honors (for the third time), while Felts became the first, first-team
All-American in the school's history (in any sport). Gene had the type of super
year (against good opponents) that very few players ever experience, and the NAIA
recognized this in making its award.

Couftney




VALDOSTA STATE

972 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 28 - lost 15

. AB R " H BI AVG, 22 3 HR  SB
Gene Felts, cf 168 54 61 50 .363 9 6 13 19

Bobby Tripp, 2b 162 43 5% 22 .327 5 2 0 i

. Craig Courtney, 1b 151 30 49 37 .325 10 3 1 6
Eddie Cowart, 1f 115 19 37 17 .322 5 0 0 7

Frank Sumner, rf 168 33 53 11 .315 4 1 0 6

Ronald Bennett, p Lo 11 11 8 .275 3 0 1 0

John Bradley, 3b 56 9 1§ 7 .268 1 1 0 3

Terry Fields, ss 126 14 32 14 .254 3 3 2 4

Rusty Simpson, 3b-p 99 15 24 20 .242 2 3 1 1

Steve Rominger, c 138 19 32 21 .232 8 0 5 3

TOTALS 1426 287 417 246 .292 59 22 26 65

(Leroy Purdy, p 34-12, .353; Steve Jones, utl 29-10, .345; Jerry Dennis,
tb 15-4, .267; Bob White, 3b 19-5, .263; Ronnie Pitcock, of 32-8, .250;
Steve Whitley, 2b 4-1, .250; Dudley Spruill, 3b 13-3, .231; Al Golden, of
22-4, .182; Mike Archer, p 7-1, .143; Marty LeFiles, p 9-1, .111; Andy
Hassell, p 11-1, .091; Danny Chadwick, p 8-0, .000)

. Ronald Bennett 14 96.2 93 36 23 18 71 8-4 2.14
Rusty Simpson 10 77 69 28 21 7 50 7-2 2.45

Leroy Purdy 13 93 71 38 32 37 69 6-4 3.09

Andy Hassell 10 39.1 35 23 14 26 25 3-2 3.21

Danny Chadwick 8 30 4g 24 20 7 20 3-3 6.00

TOTALS 45 366 336 159 117 102 245 28-15 2.88

(Marty Lefiles 1-0, 0.53; Mike Archer 0-0, L4.15)




VALDOSTA STATE

1972 Baseball

FINAL SCORES
won 28 - lost 15

VSC 3, Eastern Kentucky ....... 2 (L) vSC 5, Georgia Southwestern ... 6
*YSC 4, Eastern Kentucky ....... b (L) VSC 5, Mercer .......eeevuuun.. 11
VSC 7, Rollins v.ovvunenen.... 5 VSC 5, Columbus ......eevo..... 4 *
(L) VvSC 7, RO1TinNS wuvurinnenunnn.. 10 (L) VSC 1, Columbus .....evueevnn... 3
VSC 5, SIU-Edwardsville ....... 4 VSC 13, Piedmont ....vueevennennn. 0
*YSC 5, SlU-Edwardsville ....... 5 (L) VSC 6, Piedmont ....covueeuuunn. 7
(L) VSC 3, Georgia «oeeveeuennnnn.. 6 (L) VSC 2, Georgia Southern ....... 7
(L) vsCc 4, Bowling Green State .... 5 (L) VSC 2, Columbus ...vvvruvrnnnn.. 4
(L) vsC 1, Bowling Green State .... 5 VSC 4, Columbus .....cvvnen.... 2
VSC 6, Erskine v.o..vvvnuennn... 4 VSC 21, Piedmont ....vovvvennnnn 2
VSC 3, Erskine .....c.c.vunn.. 0 VSC 9, Piedmont ............... 0
(L) VvSC 2, Morris Harvey .......... 4 (L) VSC 2, Florida State .......... 3
VSC 5, Morris Harvey .......... 1
VsC 8, Georgia State .......... 7 NAITA DISTRICT 25 CHAMPIONSHIP
VS5C 8, Georgia State .......... 0 Valdosta, Ga.
VSC 14, Florida State .......... 2 VSC 10, Berry c.veeeeeveeeenenns 1
VSC 9, Illinois Benedictine ... 2 VSC L4, Shorter .vvevvevennnnn.. 1
VSC 14, I1linois Benedictine ... 1 (L) vsc 3, Columbus .....vevvenn... 5
VSC 9, Georgia Southern ....... 5 VSC 6, Columbus ........cvn.... 2
VSC L, Shorter .......uouvuun.. 3 .
VSC &, Shorter .......cvvuuun.. 1 NAIA AREA FIVE CHAMPIONSHIP
VSC 18, Georgia Southwestern 0 Knoxville, Tenn.
VSC 9, Mercer ......covveeennn.. 4 (L) vSC 4, Birmingham Southern .... 7 .
VSC L, West Georgia ........... 2 VSC 13, Ouachita Baptist ....... 0
VSC 4, West Georgia ........... 2 VSC 8, Birmingham Southern .... 2
(L) vsC 3, David Lipscomb ......... 8

NOTE: *denotes tie game.
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- 1973 RESME
VALDOSTA STATE BLAZERS

Coach Thomas faced a rebuilding year in 1973, having lost many front-line
"players, including the 1969 freshman crew that had carried the Rebels to four
consecutive Georgia Conference championships, four consecutive NAIA District
titles, and four consecutive NAIA Area appearances.

Besides losing some top-talent, VSC became an independent for the first
time since 1957, dropping from the GIAC to join the newly formed South Atlantic
Conference, which would begin operation in 1974. Also, the team would campaign
under a new nickname, as the school became the Blazers (dropping the Rebel tag),
to pacify a few black students on the Valdosta State campus. Although the nick=-
name change would cause no problems, Thomas knew that without the incentive of a
conference chase, and with the addition of a host of rookies, it might be a long
year; so what did he do-- he initially scheduled 54 regular season games (by far

- a school record), which sounded absurd under the circumstances.

But "T.T." knew what he was doing. He justified the extended season by
recruiting some top talent, that would provide VSC with their best record in
history (43-14), including a third place (tie) finish in the school's first ever
visit to the NAIA World Series. The Blazers sped to VSC's best ever start (at
times 8-0, 13-1, and 18-2), which included wins over Kentucky, and Bowling Green,
and a two-game sweep of Georgia. In their first 20-outings, only Florida State
(3-2), and Lewis (1-0, with All-American Tom Brennan besting Sam Bowen in a
classic match-up) could beat Valdosta State. VSC then dropped 8 of 18, in a mid-
season slump, but rebounded to win 12-straight, including the team's fifth con-
secutive NAIA District title.

The Blazers went into the NAIA Area feeling confident with their 38-10
record, and three game District sweep, although defending champion David Lips-~
. comb (40-8), and Birmingham Southern (38-6) stood in their way. After sweeping
past the State College of Arkansas 11-0, Jerome Register (.305) etched his name
forever in the VSC memory book, with a clutch throw and hit (see the tournament
section for greater detail), to top Lipscomb 1-0.

Bowen pitched the second game of the finals, after a 10-8 loss to Southern,
a superb 2-0, 17 strike-out, win over the Alabamians to send the team skyward to
the long dreamed of NAIA World Series, in Phoenix, Ariz. Two catastrophies, some
bad luck, and a ridiculous call, or two, ended VSC's Sun Valley stay prematurely
(with a 2-2 National's record), but it was a great year, and one which saw many
honors passed to both Coach Thomas, and individual members of the team.

The Blazers had some luck {(which every successful club needs) during the
year, but for the most-part it was talent that made the season. Gene Felts (.368)
again led the hitters (although his home run production fell to four), and he was
named first-team NAJA All-American for the second consecutive year. Centerfielder
Bowen (who was barely steered away from Georgia Southern, out of Brunswick JC) was
voted the team's MVP, although he hit only .266, but with 23 extra-base-hits, and
7 homers. Sam also was 3-2 (1.10 ERA) on the hill, including a one-hitter against
Malone in the Nationals.

Register didn't claim an outfield berth until ten games into the season, but
the strong, sppedy, Valdosta native was Mr. Clutch in most situations. With Bowen, .
and Felts, he helped form on of the nation's best outfields. Although Jerome was 3
a surprize, the biggest shocker of all was Steve '"Goofy' Jones (.300) at first.
Goofy did the job all year, and hit .500 in the Nationals (a position record that




still stands). Frank Sumner (.274) provided leadership behind the plate, while
the keystone combo of Terry Fields (.223), and Bobby Tripp (.277) was more than
adequate. Tripp got off to a terrible start, but recovered in time to receive
honorable mention All-American honors.

Part of the reason Bowen received his MVP honors was because of the pitchers
votes, who unanimously saluted his major league defense. But even with the team's
great outfield, the pitching was much more than expected, Coach Thomas picked up
journeyman, right~hander Pat Arnett (8-4, 1.99 ERA), and the veteran transfer
(North Florida JC, and Stetson) responded, pitching the majority of the 'big"
games. Nicknamed '"The Old Man,'' Arnett had long since ruined his arm (by fool-
hardedly throwing semi-pro, double, and triple-headers) by over pitching. How-
ever, he survived with a variety of pitches, including a smooth, oily ''spitter,"
which he used to perfection. Arnett was one of the few college pitchers who need-
ed an oil change every few days, and rumor has it, that he carried a concealed dip
stick. He was also the master of the quick pitch.

Augmenting Pat, was freshman Lee Daney (8-6, 2.12 ERA), an Air Force veteran,
who threw hard, and was 5-0, at one time during the year. Daney, however, was
unable to get along with the majority of the team, and was also plagued with a
beautiful wife, who drew looks, smirks, and routine, male conversation from the
Blazers. These facts, along with Arnett being awarded the Best Pitcher award (on
a team vote), made Lee decide to not accompany the team to Phoenix, and possibly
lost VSC a national title.

Relief ace Marty LeFiles (8-0, 2.36 ERA), did not start a game, but pitched
brilliantly all year, including a 10.2-inning stint in the District, and a big
win over Grand Canyon in Phoenix. Senior Andy Hassell (7-1, 1.54 ERA), and
junior Dan Chadwick (6-0, 1.94 ERA) pitched against some weaker opponents, but
still added immeasureably to the team's success. Delane Dacus (0-1, 1.78 ERA),
and Rick Bowers (3-0, 1.57 ERA) also pitched well, mainly in relief. Bowers,
however, broke curfew in Phoenix (it's always a woman), and was lost to the team
in the, Nationals.

You always remember your first, and 1973 was Valdosta State's first World
Series. Although the hitting was only fair (.272), the pitching was the best in
years (1.88 ERA), and that, combined with great spirit, and determination made the
Blazers first year, truely one to remember.
4 . )

Register, Bowen, Felts




VALDOSTA STATE

1973 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS

won 43 - lost 14

. AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
Gene Felts, If 212 41 78 29 .368 11 6 4 20

Jerome Register, rf 141 28 43 34 .305 5 3 1 10

. Steve Jones, 1b 210 32 63 22 .300 5 2 0 7
Bobby Tripp, 2b 191 32 53 22 277 6 1 0 6

Dudiey Spruilil, 3b L7 9 13 5 277 1 0 0 1

Frank Sumner, c 215 35 59 21 .27h 8 1 1 8

Sam Bowen, cf 184 43 49 36 .266 11 5 7 14

Bob White, 3b 74 12 19 10 .257 3 0 0 3

Pat Arnett, p-dh 71 9 18 11 . 254 2 1 1 4

Al Golden, dh 84 8 19 6 .226 1 1 0 0

Terry Fields, ss 179 23 40 20 .223 1 2 2 4

John Bradley, 3b 85 11 18 10 212 2 0 0 2

Darrell Branam, c 60 8 9 5 .150 3 0 0 3

TOTALS 1815 304 49k 242 .272 60 22 17 87

(Andy Hassell, p 3-1, .333; Marty LeFiles, p 7-2, .286; Lark Hahn, utl
7-2, .286; Marty Bishop, 3b 7-2, .286; Vince Musashe, 2b 8-2, .250; Ralph
Starling, of 18-3, .167; Niles Murray, of 6-1, .167; Cecil Barber, of 4-0,
.000; Danny Chadwick, p 2-0, .000; Delane Dacus, p 1-0, .000)

. G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E«R.A,
Sam Bowen. 7 k1 24 11 5 20 58 3-2 1.10

Andy Hassell i3 64.1 58 25 11 25 48 7-1 1.54

Rick Bowers 9 34.1 28 8 6 21 18 3-0 1.57

Delane Dacus 8 25.1 27 15 5 17 20 0-1 1.78

Danny Chadwick 9 55.2 Ly 18 12 19 48 6~-0 1.94

Pat Arnett 17 117.2 94 Lo 26 52 98 8-4 “1.99

Lee Daney 14 89 59 26 21 47 65 8-6 2.12

Marty LeFiles 14 53.1 48 21 14 14 25 8-0 2.36

TOTALS 58 L80.2 382 164 100 215 380 L3-14 1.87

TRIPP
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VALDOSTA STATE

1973 Baseball

FINAL SCORES
won 43 - lost 14

Morris Harvey .......... 3
Morris Harvey .......... 0
Georgia ...veeeivrnnnan. 2
Georgia .....cieevininns 2
Morris Harvey .......... 2
Morris Harvey .......... 1
Kentucky ....ccvuvnnnes 2
Kentucky ..evvvvennnnnnn 1

Bowling Green State .... 5
Bowling Green State .... 2

DePauw ........cccvvuenn 5
DePauw ....vviviennnnens 5
DePauw ......cveiiennn.. 0
Southern Tech .......... 0
Southern Tech .......... 0
Florida State .......... 3
Erskine ....covivennneen. [
Washington & Lee ....... 0
Washington & Lee ....... 1
Lewis t.oviereeinenerenns 2
WIS tiienennnnnnennnn 6
Lewis .iviiiivinneneenns 1
Ashland ......ccvevennne 5
Ashland ................ 2
Armstrong State ........ 4
Armstrong State ........ 3
Florida State .......... 9
Oglethorpe .....coveue.. 0
St. Leo it 2
St. LEO vvvirininnniannn 4
Purdue-Calumet ......... 2
Purdue-Calumet ......... 3

Georgia Southwestern ... 8
Mercer

(L) vSC 0, Mercer-Atlanta ........
VSC 8, Mercer-Atlanta ........
(L) vSC 0, Georgia Southern ......
(L) vSC 5, Georgia Southern ......
VSC 6, Georgia Southwestern ..
(L) VSC 0, Columbus ....ovvevuenss
VSC 3, Columbus ..............
VSC 3, Mercer .....ccvveneenn.
VSC 2, Columbus ..............
VSC 6, Columbus ......cevuennn
VSC 8, USF-St. Petersburg ....
VSC 2, USF-St. Petersburg ....
VSC 6, USF-St. Petersburg ....

NATA DISTRICT 25 CHAMPIONSHIP

Valdosta, Ga.
VSC 12, West Georgia
VSC 5, Shorter
VSC 4, Columbus

--------------

NAIA AREA FIVE CHAMPIONSHIP
Knoxville, Tenn.

VSC 11, Central Arkansas

VSC 1, David Lipscomb

(L) vsc 8, Birmingham Southern ...

VSC 2, Birmingham Southern ...

NATA WORLD SERIES
Phoenix, Ariz.

(L) vsC 3, Phillips
VSC 2, Malone
VSC 10, Grand Canyon
(L) vsC 2, Eastern Connecticut ...

oooooooooooooo

----------------

oooooooooo




Ist row: Larry Renew, Manager; Bobby Tripp; Pete Reeves; Bob White;
Bart Bullock, bat boy; Vince Musashe; Andy Hassell; John Bradiey; Bill
Postell, public announcer.

2nd row: Sam McConnell, trainer; Lark Hahn; Marty Bishop; Dudley
Spruill;. Sam Bowen; Pat Arnett; Darrel Branam; Terry Fields; Dan Chad-
wick; Cecil Barber; Bentz Kirby, Manager.

3rd row: Dave Waple, Coach; Jeff Greenhalgh; Steve Jones; Jerome
Register; Rick Bowers; Frank Sumner; Niles Murray; Delane Dacus; Marty
Lefiles; Gene Felts; Alan Golden; Lee Daney; Thomas Drazdowski;
Tommy Thomas, Coach.




March 16
123 456 789 R H E
Morxis Harvey escecececceses 000 001 020 = 3 2 5
Valdosta State seeesesssee 102 003 52x =13 13 1
Damron, Buchberg (7) & Cappuccio; Arnett & Branam,
(Felts 3x5, 2b-2b; Sumner 3x4; Branam 2x4, Register
2x5, 3 xbi's) WP~ Arnett (1-0), LP- Damron

March 17
123 456 7 R H E
Morxis Harvey eeeevecncess 000 000 0 = O 1 1
Valdosta State seessessceesa 000 000 1 = 1 2 O
Perri, Klatzkin (5) & Cappuccio; Dancy & Branam.
WP~ Daney (1~0), LP- Klatzkin )

123 456 7 R
Geoxrgia eeesesssveccacsses 100 100 O = 2
Valdosta State ¢aeesscenss 000 040 X = 4

Nevinger, Mitchell (5) & Peele; Bowen & Branam,
WP~ Bowen (1~0), LP= Nevinger

H E
4 3
4 1

Maxch 18
123 456 7 R H
Geoxgia ®essvescccnsnnesne 011 000 O = 2 7
Valdosta State eeecescsves 020 000 1 = 3 5
Braswell & OfConner; Hassell & Branam,
(Bradley 2 xbi!s) WP~ Hassell (1~0), LP~ Braswell

E
1
1

123 456 7 R H E
Morris Harvey cecesesesess O0OL 100 0 ~ 2 6 2
Valdosta State seemessssee 200030 x = 5 8 2
Miller & Bexlinsky; Dacus, LeFiles (4) & Sumner,
(Bowen 2x3, 2bw=HR, 4 rbits; Fields 2x3) WP=
LeFiles (1~0), Lpm Miller .

March 19
123 456 789 R H E
Morris HaxXvey eeesecesssee OOL 000 000 = 1 8 2
Valdosta State seeensscene 000 011 00X = 2 5 4
Francis & Cappuccio; Chadwick & Branam, (Felts

2x4) WP= Chadwick (1~0), LP~ Francis

March 20

With Valdosta State leading Oglethorpe 5~0, and one out in the
fifth inning, a drizzle turned into a torrential down~pour, and
the game was washed out. Blazer pitchex Pat Arnett lost the wip.
.‘&"
March 21

123 456 7 R H E

Kenkay *S9CcevoReIDOROIOSRDS OOO 002 O Land 2 6 2
Valdosta State GvovORNBEVY OOO 132 X - 6 9 3

Howard, France (6) & Koenen; Daney, Arnett (6)
& Branam, (Jones 2x2; Tripp 2x3) WP= Daney (2~0),
LP~ Howaxrd

123 456 789 R
Kentucky sssecosssansessse 010 000 OO0 w 1
Valdosta State seeevesesse 000 000 100 = 1

Elliott & Foley; Bowers, LeFiles (3) & Sumner,
(Felts 2x3; Bowen HR)

n o
= O W
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March 22
123 456 7 R H E
Bowling Green State e.eees 005 000 0 = 5 8 3
Valdosta State seeessceese 110 520 x = 9 9 2 .
Fisher & Zuppardo; Hassell & Branam. (Register
2x3; Fields 2x3; Sumner 2x4; Felts HR, 3 rbi's)
WP=- Hassell (2~0), LP=~ Fisher

123 456 7 R
Bowling Green State .eewes 100 010 O = 2
Valdosta State seevseccces 000 001 O = 1

Young & Arbinger; Dacus & Branam, (Txip
WP- Young, LP~ Dacus (O=1) :

Maxch 23
123 456 789 R H E
DePauw ssecensessvsssnnaee 004 000 001 -~ 5 12 3
Valdosta State iseesesesee 410 012 02x «10 11 2
Buelow & Barxy; Chadwick, Dacus (7) & Branam.
(Sumner 3x5; Register 3x5; Felts 2x5, 2b)
WP=~ Chadwick (2=0), LP~ Buelow

March 24
123 456 7 R H E
DePauw cssssssesnsnceences 003 020 0w 5 6 1
Valdosta State eescesscess 103 110 X = 6 6 5
Walker & Dunnj Arnmett & Branam. (Bradley 2x3, 2b)
WP=~ Arnett (2-0), LP~ Walker

123 456 7 R H E
DePauw LA AA LN R YRR Y XY PY XY 000 000 O = 0 4 2
Valdosta State seeveeeesss 212 210 x = 8 10 3
Schott, Beynon (4), Sheridan (6) & Barry; Bowers
& Sumner. (Bowen 2x2, 2b-2b, 3 rbils; Golden 2x3,
2b; Spruill 2x3) WP~ Bowers (1-0), LP- Schott

Maxrch 27

123 456 7 R H E
Southern TecCh cecectcenses 000 000 0 « O 4 1
Valdosta State eeesesceses 020 001 X =« 3 8 O

Prince & Newman; Daney & Branam, (Bowen 2x3, HR,
2 rbils; Bradley 2x2; Felts HR) WP~ Daney (3=0),
LP= Prince

123 456 7 R
Southern TECh [ F A XX N RN Y NN X 000 OOO (O P 0
Valdosta State seeesssscee 001 161 X « 9 1
Hill, Roland (5) & Newman; Hassell & Sumner.,
(Sumner 2x4, 2b, 2 rbits; Tripp 2x3, 2 rbits;
Register 2x3; Golden 2x2; White 2x2) WP~ Hassell
(3-0), LP= Hill

H E
5 2
2 2

March 28

: 123 456 789 R

Florida State eeeecssesses 100 010 010 -~ 3

Valdosta State eseseacesseee 000 001 010 = 2

Fernald, Horn (8) & Sherxrill; Arnett & Sumner,
(Felts 3x4) WP~ Fernald, LP- Arnett (2-1)

H E
7 2
5 2



March 31 -« West Georgia (2) and April 3 =~ Exskine

These games were cancelled because of rain, 13 inches fell in a
five day period, and according to Head Coach Tommy Thomas (who took
a correspondence course in meterology from Duck Barnes Tech) this
was the most rain since he took over at VSC in 1968,

April 2 .
123 456 789 R H E
Exskine seeevsvevccsscenses OO0 000 010 = 1 3 3
Valdosta State ecesesscsess 040 000 O3x -~ 7 12 O
Hirst & Williams; Daney & Branam, (Sumner 3x5,
3b, 2 rbits; Felts 2x4; Jones 3x4; Bradley 2x4j;
Fields 2 rbits) WP~ Daney (4«0), LP~ Hirst

April 6

© va——

123 456 789 R H E

Washington & Lee seeeseees 000 000 000 -~ O 4 2

Valdosta State eceeevsssecces 000 004 30x = 7 9 O
Ferrantino, Gutshall (7) & Gutshall, Cromein (7);

Arnett & Sumner, (Sumner 2x5; Felts 2x4; Bowen 2x4,

HR, 3 rbits; Bradley 2x4) WP=- Arnett (3-1), Lp- Ferrantino

April 7
123 456 7 R H
Washington & Lee seesessee 000 000 1 - 1. 4
Valdosta State cesassnceses 000 200 O - 2 6
Knauer & Cromein; Hassell & Branam, (Tripp 2x4,
2b; White 2b, 2 rbits) WP=- Hassell (4«0), LP= Knauer -

wowm

April 10
123 456 789 R
LEWiS seseecsvscscscecssse O1l1 OO0 000 w 2
Valdosta State seescesesese 110 010 00x ~ 3
Freberg & Wasik; Daney & Sumner, (Jones 2x3)
WP= Daney (5~0), LP= Freberg

H
5
7

(Vo)

April 11
123 456 789 R H E
Lewis sencsecsceccsasscens 001 140 000 - 6 5 3
Valdosta State esessenvess 022 300 Olx - 8 5 1
Markelz, Dybala (4) & Wasik; Arnett, LeFiles (5) :
& Branam, Sumnexr (6). (Jones 2x4; Arnett HR, 3 rbi's;
LeFiles HR) WP-~ LeFiles (2«~0), LP=- Markelz

April 12
123 456 789 R H E
LEWiS eeesessvacsccssenese OO0 100 000 « 1 4 2
Valdosta State eeeecsessess OO0 000 000 -« O 2 O
Brennan & Wasik; Bowen & Branam, WP= Brennan,
LP~ Bowen (1-1)

April 13

123 456 78 R H
Ashland ceeessvessvesssces 200 000 OO0 - 2 8
valdosta State sesseessese 000 002 Ol = 3 7
Kravec & Ickes; Bowers & Sumner, (Tripp 2x3;
Golden 2 rbi's) WP= Bowers (2«0), LP= Kravec

E
0
1




123 456 7 R H E
Ashland eseeeeavvenasavese 003 002 C = 5 7 1
Valdosta State eceessssecees 000 010 2 = 3 8 1
May, Feirbaugh (6) & Ickes; Hassell, Chadwick
(6) & Sumner, (Sumner 3x4, 2b; Jones 2x4; Felts
2x3, 2b) WP~ May, LP- Hassell (4-1)

Apxil 14 @ Savannah, Ga,
123 456 7
Valdosta State eesssssecses 001 200 O
Armstrong State sseesssses 000 220 x
Daney & Branam; Manor & Sharpe. (Fields 2x3,
3b; Jones 2 rbits) WP-~ Manor, LP~ Daney (5=1)

123 456 7 R H E
Valdosya State eeesessases 201 002 2 = 7 15 1
Armstrong State secesecesss 002 100 0 =« 3 7 1
Dacus, Arnett (4) & Sumner; Holland & Sharpe,
(Felts 3x5; Sumner 2x5, 2b; Jones 3x4; Golden 2x4)
WP~ Arnett (4-1), Lp= Holland

April 17 @ Tallahassee, Fla,
123 456 789 1011 R H E

Valdosta State seeeesssses 000 001 034 O O = 8 10 3
Floxrida State seseseescese 120 000 005 O 1 = 9 16 2.

Arnett, LeFiles (8), Bowen (9), Daney (9), Hassell {(11)
& Sumner; Farmer, O!Brien (8), Rice (9), Guemple (11) &
Lee, Sherrill (10), (Jones 3x6, 3b, 2 rbi's; Sumner 2x5;
Tripp 2x5, 2b, 3 rbit!s) WP~ Guemple, LP= Daney (5-~2)

April 19 @ Atlanta, Ga,
1 23 456 7 R H E
Valdosta State esesccescecse (12) 00 021 O -15 9 O
Oglethorpe seveasnssenease O 00000 O ~0 3 6
s) Wp=

Chadwick & Branam; Dayton, Hershaber (1)
(Register 2x3, 2 rbits; Spruill 2x3, 2 rbit
Chadwick (3=0), LP~ Dayton

April 21
123 456 7 R H
St. Leo ess0scsscesssncone 100 000 1 = 2 4
Valdosta State seeecessese 000 010 O « 1 4
Stewart & Sallinger; Daney & Sumner, (Gol
2x2) WP~ Stewart, LP- Daney (5-3)

E

2

1
den

123 456 78 R H E
St. Leo seessssssessssnses OO0 020 20 « 4 10 2
Valdosta State eeeseasesses 010 011 11 =« 5 9 1
Deltoro, Riceci (7) & Sallinger; Arnett, LeFiles
(8) & Sumner. (Felts 2x4, 3b; Tripp 2x4; Bowen HR)
WP~ LeFiles (3=0), LP~ Ricci

April 22

123 456 789 R H E
Purdue~Calumet ¢eeecescess 200 000 000 = 2 4 1
Valdosta State sssevecesses 101 203 O0x = 7 12 4

Repko & Toth; Hassell & Branam, (Jones 2x4;
Felts 2x4, 3b, 2 rbits; Sumner 3x4; Tripp 3x4, 2 rbits)
WP~ Hassell (5-1), LPe Repko




123 456 7 R H E
Purdue~Calumet saeceewveesse 101 000 1 =« 3 8 6
Valdosta State sessesvsses 143 261 x =17 14 2
Ridgley, Vaznonis (5) & Smith; Bowers & Branam,
(Jones 2x3; Murray 2 rbi's; Fields HR, 3 rbits;
Branam 2x4) WP~ Bowers (3-0), LP- Ridgley

April 23 @ Americus, Ga,.
123 456 789 R H E

Valdosta State cesesessess 020 050 103 =11 17 7
Ga, Southwestern eeceessse 013 010 012 = 8 12 6

Dacus, LeFiles (5) & Sumner; Jenkins, Brown (6)
& Lopney, (Jones 2x6, 3 rbi's; Felts 4x6, 2b, 3b,
2 rbi's; Sumner 2x6; Tripp 3x5; Bowen 3x5, 2bw2b;
Fields 2x4, 3b) WP~ LeFiles (4-0), LP= Jenkins

April 24
123 456 789 101112 131415 R H
Mexrcer evcsscsssscccsssssse O03 000 100 OO0 0O O ~4 8
Valdosta State ceeescscsee 020 000 110 000 001 - 5 13
Sims & Dennis; Chadwick & Sumner., (Sumner 2x6; Tripp 2x6;
Golden 2x5; White 2x6; Register 2x6, 2b) WP~ Chadwick (4-0),
LPe Sims

E
4
5

April 28
123 456 7 R H E
Mercer~Atlanta ceseeseense 002 100 O = 3 4 2
Valdosta State eseecesesseese 000 000 0 = O 1 1
Thomas & Moreland; Arnett & Sumner, WP~ Thomas,
LP- Arnett (4~-2)

123 456 7 R H E

Mercer-Atlanta esseeeeeses 100 111 1 = 5 6 3

Valdosta State eesvecencee 023 201 x = 8 9 3

Hurst, Horne (3) & Moreland; Hassell, LeFiles

(6) & Sumner, (Felts 2x3; Tripp 4x4, 2b) WP~
Hassell (6=1), LP= Hurst

April 29 @ Statesboro, Ga,
© 123 456 789 R H E
Valdosta State seeessccess 000 000 000 - O 4 3
Georgia Southern eseesssese 014 105 10x =12 14 1

Daney, LeFiles (3), Bowers (7), Dacus (8) & Sumner,
Branam (7); Griggs, Kruppa (7) & Tamargo., WP~ Griggs,
LP~ Daney (5=4)

‘ 123 456 7 R H
Valdosta State eeceocevsse 100 201 1 =« 5 6
Georgia Southern .seeveses 201 410 x = 8 9
Bowen, LeFiles (4), Dacus (5), Bowers (6) & Branam,
Sumner (5); Bigwood, Kruppa (7) & Tamargo. (Jones
2x4, 2be2b; Felts 2x3; Bowen HR, 2 rbil!s) WP=
Bigwood, LP~ Bowen (1=2)

R




May 2
123 456 789 R H E
Ga, Southwestern seeeesees 000 000 OO0 - 0 4 O
Valdosta State essvsscnnse 012 021 OOx - 6 13 O
Bales & Looney; Chadwick & Sumner, Branam (8)a
(Tripp 2x3; Felts 2x4, 3b; Bowen 2b, 2 rbits;
Register 3x4) WP~ Chadwick (5-0), LP~ Bales

May 3
123 456 7 R
COIumbuS Seeoovensesnsesens 100 OOO 1l - 2
Valdosta State escsesssces 000 000 0 = O
Chadwick & Chaffer; Daney & Sumner, WP Chadwick,
LP~ Daney (5~5) :

H E
6 O
4 1

123 456 78 E
Columbus sevovsecvsnsssses 000 010 10 = 5
Valdosta State esesecescese 002 000 Ol 3
Carroll & Chaffer; Arnett & Sumner, (Jones 2x4;
Tripp 2 rbi's) WP= Arnett (5-2), LP~ Carroll

wWwx
(o oo R o

May 5 @ Macon, Ga,
123 456 789 1011 R H E
Valdosta State svesssssese 011 OO0 000 O 1 = 3 11 4
.Mexcer ®escsccssssesssesces OO0 000 020 O O - 2 8 2
Hassell, LeFiles (10) & Sumner; Payton & Dennis,
(Bowen 2x4, 2b; White 2x4, 2 xbi's) WP= LeFiles (5~0),
LP= Payton

May 10 @ Columbus, Ga.
123 456 7 R H
Valdosta State esesevsnsee 000 101 O =« 2 4
Columbus ..‘.‘...........’ Ooo 001 o o 1 4
Daney & Sumner; Chadwick & Chaffer; WP~ Daney
(6~5), LP=~ Chadwick

E
2
3

123 456 7 R H
Valdosta State seeeeeccese 401 001 0 =« 6 11
COlumbuS Sosscescnvacocecse 010 OOO O - 1 5
Arnett & Sumner; Carroll, Mallory (3) & Chaffer,
(Bowen 2x4; Arnett 2x3, 2 rbi's; Jones 2x3;
Fields 2 rbits) WP- Arnett (6-2), LP~ Carroll

Www

May 11
123 456 789 R H

USF=-St, Petersburg ecseces 000 001 000 =« 1 6
Valdosta State ecevceaseses 150 110 O0x -~ 8 11

Kolb, Pollock (3), Chalapowski (6) & Valenty; _
Hassell, Bowen (7) & Sumner, Branam (7). (Sumner .
2x4, 2 rbi's; Felts 2x3, 3b; Register 2x2, 2 rbits)
WP~ Hassell (7-1), LP-~ Kolb

E
1
2

May 12
123 456 7 R H E
USF=St. Petersburg ssncees OO0 000 0 = 0 2 3
Valdosta State svnescessse 020000 x m 2 9 O
Schali & Valenty; Chadwick, Bowers gs) & Sumner,
(White 2x2, 2b; Jones 2x3) WP~ Chadwick (6=0),
LP~ Schali




Everything

| For Thomas, Baseball Isn’t

ot By MIKE CHASON
' How eould anyhody dislike Tommy Thomas?

From fans, players and even opposing coaches, the
message is always the same ... Thomas is just a hard guy
not to get along with.

_The nice-guy image of the 36-year-old Valdosta State

Collége head basebaill coach is so evident that his
_assistant considers it his only flaw. .

-~ “If there’s anything wrong with Tommy, it’s that he’s
too nice,” VSC assistant coach Dave Waples said. “I've
" been around him for five years, and I haven’t found a fault

yet. * :

“‘He’s just a charm to work with. If you can’t work with
. him; you can’t work with anybody.”
- Almost the exiact opposite of the soft-spoken Thomas,

Waples admits his sometimes off-color language and fiery

temper may have had an adverse effect. ,
_“I may have helped soil Tommy’s character,” Waples
said, T think he’s changed a little over the years, and I
think I've had an influence on that.

“He had never been thrown out of a game before I
_started working with him, and now he’s been thrown put of

three. What usually happened was that I would set the guy

(umpire) up. Then Tommy would say one little thing and

the guy blows up.
*And I'loved every minute of it.” Lo
" Thomas admits he has been criticized in the past for not
defending his players enough during his 10-year stint as
the V8Chead coach.
“As I grew up, it was my characteristic of not really

getting too hot with the umpires,” Thomas said. “The :

person I got hottest at was myself. I still feel that way.

Very few times can you say the result of a game depended _

on officjating.”
" Thomias’ father, Fred, knows only too well how honest
with the officials Tommy has always been. : .

“He's never been one to raise a lot of hell with the -

umpires,” the elder Thomas, who has watched his son go
‘through every phase of baseball from midget league to
college in Valdosta, said. - -

““He puts honesty above anything else in his play. I've
seen him miss second base and then go back and touch it
when nobody else knew it. I'm just real proud of him.”

Although players are usually a hard lot to satisfy as far
as coaches go, most of those who have played under

'Thomas have only good things to say.

“1 owe coach Thomas everything,’”’ former VSC out-
fielder Jerome Register said. ““He really helped me.a lot.”
After a mediocre junior college career, Thomas took a
chance on_ Register. The former Lowndes High School
standout made the most of the opportunity and became a

. starting rightfielder, eventually drafted by the pros.

Thomas never had a chance at major league stardom,

. but did enjoy an. outstanding high school career at

Valdosta before moving into the VSC starting lineup.
‘An accident in his senior year at VHS almost ended his

- career prematurely.

‘“He was over in Waycross about the first game of the
season,’ his. father said, “‘and a pitch hit him right on the

- side of the head, It caused his brain to swell.

“For about three or four months there, he couldn’t even

" talk. His ability to change thoughts into words or deeds

was destroyed. As the brain decreased in size, he
gradually began to come back. .

It gave me the biggest scare of my life.”

But Thomas did survive the accident and played
baseball under Gary Colson and Billy Grant at VSC.

‘Grant, now the VSC athletic director, also coached

Thomas in high school.

After graduation from VSC with a degree in business
administration, Thomas abandoned the athletic field for
the first time in his life to work for IBM in Tallahassee,

e




Fla. :

. didn’t like the idea of my normally tanned complexion
,turnmg white from being in a windowless office in the
middle of a building all the day,” Thomas said. ‘‘So I quit
after 10 months."”

From the world of big business, Thomas turned to

_teaching everything from spelling to geography at
Morven Junior High School. He got a taste of coaching in
Morven and decided that was the direction he ought to set
his life in. :

Two years latet, he had a degree in physical education
from Georgia Seuthern and a.coaching job at Wilkinson
County (Irwinton).

His relationship with Grant brought him back to
Valdosta for a job at VSC in the fall of 1967. Two weeks
before baseball season started in the spring, he was
named head coach, taking over for Grant.

“The idea was that I would serve as Bill’s assistant for
two years,”” Thomas said. “‘But he just had so much to do,
he told me to go ahead and take theteam.”

Over 300 victories later, Thomas still has it. In fact, his
club is playing in the NCAA Division II national tour-
nament this weekend,

And somehow, he has accomplished it all without a wife
at his side.

“I'm not against the sacred vow of matrimony or
anything,” Thomas said. ‘I still look forward to the day
when I may have a wonderful person to live with the rest
of my life. .

‘I guess the reason I haven’t gotten married is just a
matter of being occupied with all the things I have to do.”

Thomas points to his family and his religion as the most
important things in his life.
~ He still lives at home with his parents and teaches

Sunday school at St. Jobn' The Evangelist Catholic
Church, |

“‘Baseball drives me nuts sometimes, but it’s definitely
not. the most important thing in my life,” Thomas said.
;?ut, I'm doing what I want to do, and what I like to do

st.”’ .

— " ———

~— Times Staff Pnoto

Tommy Thomas. Lwes Up To Image
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SUNDAY .

Geergla abh 7 hrbl
Paker S8 [
Turner CF 10
Johneen IR 1)
Winsieite 1B 00
Carp LF 10
Oluw RF 00
Wilson 28 10
0’Connor, C 10
Braswell P 21
Totals 72
Valdosta Stale abr brbi
Sumner RF | ¥
Tripp 2B 00
Felts LF 0 0!
Bowen Cf 10
Branam C [ ]
Jones 1B [}
Bradley 3B 12
TFieldy 88 10
Hassell P 18
Tatals 513
aeorgia .- 2741
faldosta - 350
E -~ Corp.

DP _— Baker to Wilson to Winsieite
LOB — Ga. 6 VSC - 4

Valdosta
Takes Two

VALDOSTA, Ga. — Lee Da-
ney and Sam Bowen turned in
.a pair of mound sparklers
Saturday as Valdosta State
defeated Morris-Harvey, 1-0,
and the University of Georgia,
42,

-Winning run in the Harvey
test came on an error, wild
pitch, two walks and a suicide
squeeze by Bobby Tripp
which sent Bob White across
the plate after two were out
in the seventh.

In the nightcap, Bowen
struck out 11 Bulldogs as VSC
collected all of its runs in the

fifth,

Diamond Blazers

SPECIAL TO THE 1IMES

Valdosta State College’s Bla-
zers racked up four victor-
ies during a busy weekend of
baseball here.

*

Noteh Four Wins

On  Saturday coach Tom-
my Thomas’ Blazers, who now
sport a § - 0 record, trimmed
the Morris Harvey Golden Ea-
gles, 1-0, and defeated the

*

Box Scores

SATURDAY

Georgia ab r..k rbl ip hlilarrerbb so
Turner CF 1 0 O}Braswell (LY _._.... 623 53 3 42
Barker £S 3 0 0 O|Hassell (W) emeeaeel7 721 303
Johnsen RF J3o000 —————
Griftith 1B .2 0 1 1)Morris Harvey abr hrbi
Carp LF .2 1 1 0] Rusw LF 00
Herds 3B 3 0 0 0fCarlucci SS 20
Thompson 2B .2 0 1 0f A\mburzey 2B .40 21
Poole C 3 0 0 0[Smcot 3B [ ]
Nevinger P -2 0 0 0fLinktiter 3B 10
Mitchell P comacanenee:i.. 0 0 0 0 Hall RF 00
Totals 24 2 4 l|Chambers CF [ 1]
Valdosta State . h rbi | Berlineky C 10
Sunmer 0 0 Miller P [ ]
Trpp 2B 1 1| Rufliherg . [)]
Felts Cf 0 1]Tatals 6
Bowen P 00 b bi
Branam C 0 0| Sumnner 10
Jones 1B 1 0 Tripo 28 00
Register L# b 1 Feits LF 10
Bradley JB 1 0| Rowen CF 24
Fields S 0 0fRezister RF )
Starling RF 0 0} whnite, 3B 10
Totals 4 3{Jone: 1B 00
et 2 e = = < | Fields 88 20
Georgia --- 2-4-3 | Golden DPH 60
Vaidosta R 440 | Dacus P 00
E — Sumner, on. LeFiles P 00
2B — Jones Starling RF 00
SB — Sumner, Bowen Tolals 85
i h rerbhBo| \iorris Harvey 263
ip b rerbbsojyaldosta State ... _ 200 030 x—58-2
Nevinger  co-oeooae- 35410 E — Berlinsky 3, Jones, Dacus
Mitchell  ....ooooe 300080 7B — Rowen
Bowen (W) .7 3215 HR -~ Bowen
P — ip r erbbso
Morris Harvey b Mitles (L) ... . 685212
Frank L¥ 2 Dacus e 323 621 63
Cariucei S8 LeFiles (W) 13000 2
Amburgery 2B
Smout B ...
Licklighter 2B
Cappussin €
Hali CF
Burchberz R¥
Perri P cecemvacamnenna-
Valdosta
Sumner REF
Tripp 25
Yeits LF
Bowen LF
Branam C
Jones IR
Wiite 3B
Ficlas 8§S ]
Gotden DPH 0
Davey P o
Musashe Q
Spruill 9
Totals 1
Morris Harvey ... B
Valdasia e eecen-u...000 000 -0
¥, Lickliler
LOB — Morris Harvey 3, Valdosta 9.
SB - Bewen, Feils. .
ip h rerbhasn
Perri .. ... 4300 30
Kitarkin a3 11020
e 1100 3 4

2B Bowens, Hassell

Georgia Bulldogs, 4-2.
Then on Sunday VSC was a
3-2 victor over Georgia and 5-
2 winner over Morris Harvey.
while the Bulldogs from Athens
trimmed the  .agles from
Charleston, W. Va., 3-2.

All games were seven inn-
ings.

In three of their four victor-
ies the Blazers got route-going
hill performances from Lee
Daney, Sam Bowen and Andy
Hassell. Reliefer Marty LeFiles
picked up the fourth win.

Saturday’s. opener saw VST
score its game-winning run
against Morris  Harvey in
the bottom of the seventh. The
Blazers loaded up the bases and
Vince Musashe scored on
squeeze plays which saw Bob-,
by Tripp lay down a perfect!
bunt. : '

A four-run outburst in the
fifth inning gave VSC its 4-2
win over Georgia on Saturday.
During the big frame VSC
mixed a double by Steve Jones
and singles by Jerome Register
and Tripp with two Georgia er-
rors a wild pitch and a field-

er’s choice to account for
the four markers.
On Sunday the winning

run for VSC against Georgia
came in the bottom of the se-
cond. The count was deadlock-
ed at 2-2 and there were’two
outs when Hassell doubled.
Frank Sumner followed with a
single to bring Hassell home
and give the Blazers a victory.
A three-run homer by Sam
Bowen in the bottom of the
fifth frame Dbroke a 22
deadlock and led VSC to it's
5-2 win over Moris Harvey.
The three teams were slated
to play two-nore games here

today.




Finally the strain of throwing that round. horsehide covered
object got too much for Pat Arnett and Co, At the time of this
writing, the Blazers had dropped five of their last 11 outings.

Lee Daney, who locked to be a potential superstar by notching
five straight triumps, has now picked up three consecutive losses.
Danny Chadwick and Rick Bowers lead the staff with matching
3-0 records, but neither of these men have attained a role in the
starting rotation. :
For the regulars, Pat Arnett and Andy Hassell hold down
identical 5-1 marks. Arnett’s sole losscame at the hands of Florida
State when the Semincles edged the Blazers by a 3-2 margin.
‘| Marty Lefiles has looked great in relief and has picked up a 2-0
record for his efforts.

That fabulous Blazer hitting machine which I heard so much
about before the season began is now starting to materialize.

Gene Felts, everybody’s All American in 1972, is gunning for
AA honors again this year by leading the team with a .352 mark.
Although his average tops the team, one must remember that this
6-2 Lakeland, Ga. native went into last May last season batting
42411

Al Golden and Jerome Register are both swinging the wood at
a .333 clip followed by Steve Jones at .324. Jones has been by far
the most consistent Blazer batsman in recent games. Frank
Sumner rounds out the list of regulars over the .300 mark with
his .318 average.

Waples claims that the Blazer slump can be attributed to an
erratic pitching staff and untimely hitting. I believe the pitchers
are just settling down to normal. They were throwing a notch or
two better than they really were at the beginning of the year.
They are still doing a more than adequate job.

As for hitting, I agree with Waples. It has been extremely

space between their bat and the ball.
With Columbus and Georgia Southern coming up, Thomas and
Waples had better put a fire under the Blazers or VSC baseball will

be a thing of the past all too soon.

untimely. In fact, we have several space swingers. There is a lot of]| -

-
&
"
<

Valdosia State
jJdones, b
tlelts, U=l
’5(“1\1\(.1 <
TBowen, ¢-p
’L.ol(iq_n rf
Veagap, 20
Hradley, 3b
Fields, ss
Arnell, p
Letiles, p
Reyiver, 1t
Duney, p
Hassell, p
Slatling, rf

....
L RS

OOCOCCE DU~
COCOCOCON——Nmw®

|

vl coocoococococweccan

-
-
o

TOTALS 45

Florida S(ale I )
Colzie, 3b
Rosa, 1b
Smyder, cf
Langfora, I
lee, ¢
Williams
Brand, . rf
Eissey, ss
Farmer, p

L]

co-oocoocMOMNOO =0

Carrotl, 1b
Gailey
Sherni), ¢
Teboils
Rice, p
©O'Brien, p
Guemnple, Ui
Foxwell

w
o R R Ry - ]
°°~°O°~ON-‘Q"NNN—'°=‘

-
o
-
-
o
~

TOTALS

VSC el 000 00! 034 00—8-10-3
Fau - 2120 000 005 01—9-14-2
E — Rosa, Faxmer Bradley, Arnett,

Bowen.

DP  — . Jones (uvpassisted)
LOB — FSU 11, VSC 11,

2B — Langford, O'Brien, Tripp.
3B — Farmer, Jones.

SF — Aruell,

L3
ke ]
g4

Arnetl
Letiles

[X]
S
-~
-

Bowen .
Daney (L, 52) 1
Hassell 0
Farmer - 7
Rice 2
Rice PRS-
O’Brien 1
Guempie (W, 1.0) 1
BALK ~ Hassell.
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TALLAHASSEL,  Fla.
There was a parade of pifchers
as Ilorida State University's
Seminoles  edged” Valdostla
State  Collepe’s  Blazers,  9-8,
in an
here Tuesday.

With the win eoach Jack Stal-
lings' Semincles hoested  their
record to 2270 Coach Tommy
Thomas’ Blacers now have
20-6-1 mao k.

VSC ased fve hutlers i the
game wd Plorda State cadl

the

The s Seminzles
16 hils, four of them for extra
aceounted  for 10
H-imnmg baseball duel|saicties, including a double by
Bobby Tripp and a triple by
Sieve Jones,

Florida Stale owned an carty
three-run tead, but mid-way the
ninth Valdostr State had nwov-
ed out frunt 8-3.
burst by the

hases.

the high-scoring,

est.

VSC

count

rapped

A five-run out-
Seminoles o the
hottom of the math deadiocked
at 88 and set the

game info extra innings.

Two frames later

SeC-Saw

ouf

Jrelrels,

FSU scor-
ed Lo tip the scales in its favor.

The Blazers are to return to
action on Thursday when they
w0 to Atanta fdr a contest with
{Oglethorpe University's Stoviny

e¢d on four moundsmien for duty
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" V5C Tops Lewis
In Scoring Duel

»

ball Blazers built up

By TIMES STAFF WRITER

five-run lead then held on to:
trim Lewis (Ill.) College, 8-6 nois were to wind up a three-
in a game here Wednesday.

rmy  Thomas’

an early .now 1-3.

Blazers
Valdosta State College’s base- their record to 18-2-1. Lewis islin a twin-hill Friday (2 p.m.)

VSC and the team from 1lli-

The Valdosta Daily Times, Fri, Apr. 13, 1973 —15—

By TIMES STAFFY WRITER
A torrid pitching ducl between
Tom Brennan and Sam Bowen
was the feature attraction as
Lewis (111.) College nipped Val-
dosta State College’'s baseball
lazers 10 in a.game herc
Thursday.

The loss was only third this
season for coach Tommy Thom-
as’ Blazers against 18 wins and
a lie. Lewis now has a 2-3 chart.

Diamond

Blazers

Bealen By Lewis

Lewis” Brennan allowed just
two hits, issued only one walk
and struck oul seven as he be-
came the first pitcher to notch
a shutout win against the Blaz-
ers’ this season. Brennan now
has 2 2-0 mark.

VSC's Bowen was nicked for
just four hits, all singles, lle
'walked four and whiffed 11.
The loss leveled his hill record
off at 1-1.

- { Bowen, p

4 |Conte. th

Lewis’ and the game's only
run came in the fourth inning.
Mike Manderino singled, ad-
vanced to third on another sing:
le by Joe Sccomanno and then
scored on a passed ball.

The game's only extra base
hit was a double by the Blazers’
Frank Sumner.

VSC was to face Ashland
(Ohio) College in a doublehcad-
er here this afternoon. The Blaz-
ers are to make their first road
trip of the season when they go
to Savannah for a twin-bill with
the Armstrong State College Pir-
ates on Saturday.

Lewis
Manderino. 2h
Saccomanno, M
Cnasto, of
Wasik, ¢
Crowley. rf
Mariarty, b
Verban. dph

£
-
k4

Alessio, 35
Brennan, p

COQOODOO T —~n
DO ~ODO O~
OO0 OADODOOD

TOTALS 29
Valdosta State ah
Sumner, rf
Tripp, 2b
Fells. ef

T
-
&

Jones, b

Branam, ¢
Fielas, ss

COOOBOOOO g ~

e

TOVALS i}
Lewis N - 000 100 00)-
VSsC 0 00G 000 (00 -

' Alesra, Wasik,

DI — Fields to Tapp to Jones.

LB Levas -2 6, VSC S

2h - Suminer,

SR — Onysio, Wasih.  Saceomanno,

ip h ree bhan

Brennan (W. 2.) 9 200 1V 7
Bovwen (L, 1.1 92 41 0 4l

HST - Manderinn, by Rowen,

WI' -« Foven,

PR - Branam 2.

“0 host Ashland (Qhio) Cnllege

jand on Saturday they will gt
to Savannah for a doublehcad-
jer with Armstrong State Col

_ : zame series with a conlest here!llege's Pirates.
With the triumph coach Tom-'this afternoon. The Blazers are]

In yesterday’s contest there
were just 10 hits in the game,
five for VSC and five for Ash

land. Among them, however,
were three homers.

Valdosta tate’'s  starling
pitcher Pat  Arnett rapped

one out with two teammales
aboard in the fourth inning then

relief hurler Marty LeFiles hit

a solo homer in the eighlh,

Lewis’ Al Wasik homeored for

the visitors.

LeFiles, who came on in re-
lief of Avnett in the fifth frame,
got credit for the win and now
has a 2-0 hill record. lLowis
starter Don Marketz took the
loss. It was his first pilching
decision of the scason.

Tewis
Tanderiro, 2h
aceonramsg, I
‘nysio, of
asik, ¢
Jowley, 1b
*leszio, ss

>

llorirriy, 5h
Shoriley, rf
Markelz, p
Dybala, p

w| oo-~modu~o—0

ol ocosvocoO s
1 e
w!looovwco-woool

TOTALS

Valdoslia Stale
Sumner, 1, ¢
Tripp, 2h
Felts, If
Powen, cf
Jones. 1b
Branam, ¢
Bradley, b
Fields, ss
Arncll, p
Leliles, p
Starling, rf

-

o'-ouo..ocooooz

Ot e O it > iy
Owuonom—coo

TOTALS 26
Lewis  __...__._ 001 140 090 - 4-5-3
VEC _ .o ... 022 200 0iv—8-5-1
E — Joney, Crawley, Alessio, Dybala,
DP - Braaley ta Tripp to Jones, Ales-
LOB -~ lLewis 4, VSC §
sio to Manderino to Crowley.
2B —Moriarty.
IR — Shortley.
HR - Arnels, Leliles, Wasik,

-
w
-

§8 .- Manderino, Sumner,
SF - Bradiey. 5
ip h rerbbso
Murkslz (L, 0-1) ~...3133 7 5 5 2
Mbala P 4232 1 1 2
ety . 4134 6 6 4 8
Lebliies (W, 2-0y 42310 0 3

HBP — Ry Arett (Manderinol,
WP — Markelr - 2y




SECOND GAME

Valdosta State
Sumner C
Bradley 2B
Felts Lf
Bowen CF
Register RF
Arnett P
Jones IB
Fields SS
pruiil 3B
Tetals
Celumbas
Perry C¥
Bell 3B
Chat‘er C R
Kleekamp RF
Roward 1B
Harne DPH
Crawford 2B
Ridennus 88
Helms ~L{ .
Carredl P
Mallory P
Tatals
Valdosia Slate
Columbus

E — Bell, Howaﬁ.i.‘I, ‘Bradley,

2

DP — Rioencos 1o Howard
LOB — VS&C 5, Columbus 9

1B — Register, Kleekamp
8B — Bowen
SF — Sumner

Arnett V(W. 7-3)
Carroll L, 2-3) -
Mallory AR,

- . |
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By TIMES STAFF WRITER

Valdosta  State  College’s
baseball Blazers swept a doub-
leheader with Columbus Col-
lege's Cougars at Columbus
Thursday.

Coach Tommy Thomas’ Blaz-
ers posted a 2-1 win in the
first game and notched a 6-1
victory in the second contest.
VSC now has a 32-11-1 record
and the Cougars own a 25-14
mark.

While VSC is still awaiting
official word, indications are
that the Blazers will be select-
ed as the at-large team to play
in the National Association of
Intercollege Athletics (NAIA)

- Blazers Defeat
__Columbus Twice

' District 25 playoffs next week.

There is also the possibility
that VSC, which has won the
District 25 crown the last four
years, will host the playoffs.

In the opening game at Co-
lumbus yesterday VSC got one
run in the fourth when Sam
Bowen singled, stole second
and then scored when Jerome
Register singled.

What turned out to be VSC's
winning run came in the sixth
inning. Frank Sumner walked,
advanced to second on a colum-
bus error. Bobby Tripp follow- |
ed with a single and when the:
Cougars made a throwing er-
ror, Sumner scored.

In the first game Tripp, a
standout at second hase for
VSC all season, suffered a hrok-
en finger. He did not see ac-.
tion in the second game.

The hill win in the opener
went to Lee Daney, who allow-
ed just four hits, walked three
and struck out seven. Daney-
now has a 6-5 mark. )

In the second game the Rlaz-
ers racked up four run in the
first inning and then stayed
out front to the finish. VSC ot
those four tallies by combin.
ing singles hy Bowen, Pal At-
nett, Jerry Jones and Terrv
Fields with a pair of Celumbusz
fielding miscues. )

Arnett went the dislance on
the hill. He gave up just five
hits, issued just one walk and
struck out five. He now has a.
7-3 pitching record. ‘

Valdosta State was to face
South Florida University- St.
Petersburg Branch in a single
game here today 3 p.m.‘ and
then meet the same team in a
twin-bill here on Saturday (1
p.m.). Saturday's doublehend-
er will mark the close of re-
gular season play for VSC.

.

‘ FIRST GAME -
Valdosta State ab ¢ brbl
Sumner C 0
Tripp 2B
Feits LF
Bowen CF
Rezister RF
Arnett DPH
Jones- 1B
Fields SS
Spruvitl I8
Daney P ——-
Braaiey 28 [
Tatals 23
Columbus &h
Peny Ci
Bell 3B
Chafier C
Kleekamp R
Chester DIPH
Crawford 2R
Howard R
Ridenour SS
Helms LI
Chadwick P
Totais
Valdosta Stale 4.
Columbus .. 4s

E - Trpp. Jones, Kleekamp, Ridne-
our, Chatwick

DP - Ridenovr, Crastord. Howard

LOB - VEC 2, Columnus ¥

Sp o Ielis Bowen

[ S LA 13 8 (9 1] )

Daney W, -5 7 o4
Chadwick (L, 1) 7 41
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District Crown
Is l/p For Grabs

By SAMMY GLASSMAN

Four feams with impressive
tecords will be in the ficld when
the three-day battle for the Na-
tional Association of Intercol-
legiate Athletics (NAIA) Dis-
trict 25 baseball crown begins
here Wednesday.

Host for the event will be
coach Tommy Thomas” Bla-
zers who own a 35-11-1 record
and will come into the playoffs
with a seven-game victory
streak going. Valdosta State is
top seeded and the Blazers are
going after their fifth consecu-
tive district crown, having won

the title in 1969, 1970, 1971, and

1972.

Shorter College's Hawks
from Rome, Ga., are second
seeded. Coach Hamp - Alexan-
der's charges posted a 2J-3-1 re-
cord in their march to the Geor-
gia  Intercoilegiate
Conference (GIAC) champion-
ship. .

Coach Charlie Ragsdale’s
Columbus College’s Cougars
are third seeded and they own
a 25-14 mark. West Georgia
College’s Braves from Car-
roliton round out the field.
Coach Archie White’'s charges
are 17-7 after playing a tough
schedule.

The playoffs are to be staged
at the VSC diamond, which is
located on the school's north
campus. Wednesday’s slate calls
for Shorter to meet Columbus
al 11 am. and for Valdosta
State 1o po against West Geor-

gia at 2 p.m. The loscts of the
first two games are to tangle
at 5 p.m.

On  Thursdav a winner's

bracket game is slated for 1
pm. and a loser’s bracket con-
test is on tap for 4 p.m. The

TOMMY THOMAS
Blazers’ Coach

finals are to be played Friday.
Action that day is to start at
1 p.m. If another game is need-
ed to settle the title issue it
will follow at 4 p.m.

The District 25 champ will
earn a berth in the NAIA Area
5 playoffs which are slated for
May 24 - 26 at Knoxville, Tenn.
The area champ in turn, will
claim a spot in the NAIA na-
tional tourney which is to be
played June 1-5 at Phoenix,
Ariz.

West Georgia’s leading pit-
cher is Butch Henshaw, who
owns a 7-2 record. The Braves
leading hitter is outfielder Tim
Dedmon, who has a .405 bat-
ling mark.

Columbus’ hill staff is led
by Chuck Chadwick, who has a
7-2 record and a 1.53 earned
run average. . Bobby Howard,
with a .406 average, and Butch
Bell, with a .321 average, as
the Cougars’ leading hitters.

For Storter junior lefthander
Lamar Wright in the ace of ace

on the Hawks' hill staff. This

season he has an 110 record
and a 1.23 ERA. Counling six
games he won at the close of
the 1972 season, he has a 18-
game viclory streak going. In
three scasons of collegiale com-|
petition he has a combined re-!
cord of 29-2.

Another top mound per-
former for the GIAC champs is:
David Chester, who has a 63
record and a 1.26 ERA. The
Hawks leading hitters in-
clude Vaughn Robins, .338; Ken
Kizziah, .351 and Pete Sum-
mers, .360. Kizziah is the team’s
runs batted in leader with 4.

Batting averages for the Bla-
zers, which do not include their §.
last two regular season -games,
follow: .
. Gene Felts, .342, .Jerome
Register, .333; Frank Sumner,
.297; Bobby Tripp, .296: Sleve:
Jones, .294; Bob White, .278;
Dudley Spruill, .278; Alan
Golden, .254; Sam Bowen, .250;
Pat Arnett, .250; John Brad-
ley, .222; Ralph Starling, .2H4:
Terry Fields, .205 and Darrell
Branam, .145. As a team VSC
has a .272 average.

Bowen is the RBI leader
with 27, followed by Felts, 22,
Register, 21; Tripp, 20; Sumner,
17, and Jones 14. Bowen has
rapped six homers to lead in
that department Felts is the
leading base stealer with 15.

Won-loss record for VSC's
pitching staff Iollow: .

Marty LeFiles, 6-0; Danny
Chadwick, 5-0; Rick Bowers, 4-
0; Andy Hassell, 7-1; Pat Ar-
nett, 6-2; Lee Daney, 6-3; Bo-
wen, 1-2 and Delane Dacus, 0-1.
The Blazers’ combined earned
run average is a spaxklmg 1
85.

Admission for the playoffs
each day will be $1 for adults
and 50 cents for students above
junior high age. Students of
school which have teams in the
tournament may gain admission
by showing their identification|
cards. VSC season tickets won't
he honored in accordance with

district rules.
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— SPORTS EDITOR

- Base 73

It has finally ended!!! After scheduling the largest number of
games in VSC history (49), the regular season portion of Blazer
Baseball 1973 has come to a glorious close.

Along the way the Blazers set all kinds of records including
most games played (46), most home games (37), most
consecutive home games (24), most vocal assistant coach (Dave
Waples), most errors in one inning (“Bird” Bradley 3), and the
king of them all, most victories in one season (35). The latter is
by far the most impressive of them all. ’

Although I have been accused ail season of being ‘‘against”’ the
‘baseball team, I did my best to portray Blazer Baseball as jt
really was. It really was a lot of time, effort, and work by the
coaches, players, and the fans who sat through all 37 of those

_home games.

Thomas Started It All Back In October

Coach Tommy Thomas started it all back in October with
vonditioning drills and a review of baseball fundamentals during
his annual fall practice. When he could take precious time off
from his rigorous schedule as Cross-Country coach Dave Waples
fulfilled his duty as VSC’s first full time assistant baseball coach.

In late January, the “real” thing began when the pitchers
began loosening their arms up in the crisp winter weather. A few
days later, the Blazers’ resident All American, Gene Felts, and his
teammates brought out their bats to start pounding the old
horsehide.

On March 16, the '73 season opened with the first of the
multitude of home games. Pat Arnett won that first game against
Morris Harvey, and the Blazers proceeded to reel off eight straight
victories before Bowling Green burst our heroes’ balloon with a
2.1 win, '

On March 28, the high and mighty Seminoles of Florida State
University cruised into town still smarting from the pounding
they received here last year. They got their revenge when they
put a mark in Arnett’s loss column with a 2.2 Seminole victory.
But the Blazer battleship sailed on to five more wins to set the

- Wood 1F

VSC record at an unbelievable 18-2.

SECOND GAME

Valdnsta State
Sommer €
Tripp DH
Felts LI
Jones 1B
Bowen CF
Register RE
White 3B
Fields SS
Spruill 2B
Daney P
Starling REF
Totals
West Georgia
Payrie 2B
Lewiv Gf -
Williams C
Woog LS -
Hoftstickler 1B
Henshaw Rip
Arccher 3B ____.
Wortham 8§ __.
Camp DH —-
Tripp H ———ee
Brittian P’ .-
Brid P .. [}
Totals s
Valdosta State ..l _. 000 001 623-12-16.2
West Georgia - . 100 091 002- 2- 84

E — FKields, Jopes, Holfstickler, Wil
liams 3, Lewis 2

DP — Williams to Payne, Archer to
Botistickler

LOB — VSC 12, WGC - 11

28— Wood, Williams, Regster

HR - Henshaw, Fells, Fields

§B — Payne, Henshaw, White, Wood

8§ — Spruill

Daney (W, 7.5) v mmeean 9
Brittian (L) creene-b
Henshew . R
Bird
WP — Daney
PB - Sumner
THIRD GAME

Columbus ah
Perry CI
Bell 3R-p -
Chatter C
Kleekamp Rf-3B
Howara 1B .
Horoe DH . -...8
Lindliel Rf — PR :
Crawiord 2R - -3
Ridencur $S . O |
Helms 1F . cend
Carroll P —vtmeceurmneennce. O
Totslx 38
West Genrgia abr
Payne 2B PR |
Lewis Cf - .
Williams C-3B

b rbi
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Huffstickler 1B
‘Henshaw - Rf .
Aroier 3B .-
leeC  _____,
Wertham 8S .
Camp P Ceeeen -
TOTALS _.___ Leame. 3
Columbus 100 412 001-9-11.3
West Ga. Seemw-. 000 000 016-7- 94

E —~ Perry, Ridenour, Carroll, Williams,
Wood, Archer, Wortham

DP — Huifstickie to Payue: Ridenour
W Crawford to Howard; Rell to Crawford
to Howard .

LOB ~ Cois. § West Ga. 8

2B - Hufis.ickler Henshaw

3B -~ Payne

8B — Crawford

8 — Bell, Ridenour
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Careoll (W, 3D - B23 8 61 4 4
Rel e . 3 100 009
Camp (T, 4 1 01 9 5 33

HRP . {awie (Carrolly

WP — Camp 3, Ball




By SAMMY GLASSMAN

Valdosta State College's Bla-
zers and Columbus College's
Cougars were to mect here to-
day with the National Associ-
ation of Intercollegiate Athle-
tics (NAIA) District 25 base-
ball crown on the lie.

Coach Tommy Thomas’ Bla-
zers went into the finals of the
double-elimination tourncy with
a perfect 2-0 playoff mark after
knocking off Shorter College's
Hawks from Rome, Ga., 5;2, on
Thursday.

Coach Charlie Ragzsdale’s
Cougars moved into the title
round with a 2-1 mark. Colum-
pus eliminated Shorter by de-
feating the Hawks 6-0, in a
second game played Thursday.

VSC, with a 37-11-1 overall
mark, could wrap up the dis-
trict crown with one win against
Columbus. For the Cougars,
who are 27-15 for the season,
to triumph, they needed a pair
of victories over VSC. Action
today was to begin at 1 p.m.

at the VSC diamond on the
school’s notth campus.
- In the Blazer’s battle with

Sherter vyesterday, VSC pushed
across Lwo runs in the first inn-
ing, then stayed out front un-
till the [finish. The Hawks,
however, Kepl fhe pressure on
all the way. Valdosta State had
only a one-run edze until it got
a pair of insurance markers
in the top of the ninth.

The Blazers manaped just
five hils, but had the advan-
tage of a hall dozen Shorter
errors.

Pat Arneit went the distance
on the hill for VSC. He allowed

just. seven hits, walked seven
and struck out seven as he
boosted his hill record to 7-2.
The Valdosta State mounds-
men got outstanding defensive
backing. The Blazers pulled
off threc doubleplays, all at
crucial times, Taking part in
the twin-killings were second
baseman Bobby Trip. shortstop
Terry Fields and first baseman
Steve Jones,

In  Columbus  batlle

Hawk’s hill ace Lamar Wright.
He returned to the mound afte
just one day of rest, but was
nicked for eight hits and six
runs in seven innings fto suffer
his first pitching defeat after
12 straight wins this season and
17 triumphs in a row over
a two-year span.

Winner of the District 28
crown will earn a berth in tie
NAIA Area 5 tourney which is

withislated next week at Knoxville
Shorter, the Cougars beal the]

Tenn.

- Boxscores

FIKST GAME

Shorter DU T I L ]
Fam CF  _____. .4 00 O
Summers B 23 1
Robbins P e .3 0} 0
Kizzizh R - .23 0} 1
Wright 1B - .4 01 0
defoor C . .2 00 0
Hopkine LF 4 0] 0
Harris 88 .4 01 0
McManus 2B .2 10 0
Astivorth - .1 00 0
TOTALS Cem 30 27 2

Valdusta  State ab r h rhi
Sumner C . .4 1 0 [
Tripp 2B —- 5 20 Q
Feits LI - .4 2 0
Jenes 1B J 5 00 L]
Bowon CF . -4 0 0
Reuister RF .5 002 2
White 2B N, .22 00 o
Arpett P - -4 00 0
Fieldo S8 . -4 01 0
TOTALS PRI ' A I 2

Valdosra State ... 200 010 00 7. 550

Stotter ont oan 10 0--2.7-6
E—-Summers 2, Defoor 2. Harris 2,
DP CFride te Fields to Jones 2, Terry to
Triop to Fieldx
LOG-VRC 9, SC 8
IR ells
SR- Arnell, Bowen
i h r er bb sn

Robhins (L) .09 852 4008
Arnelt (W.72) * 721 7 7
HEP-- by Robbins tFelis)

B PDlonr

SECOND GAME
Colutnhus .- .
Perry CF R
Bel! JB

Hcward 1B ..
Kleehanp RE
Chaiter C
Crawtord 2B
Chesier
Dalton
Helms
Lindlief
Ridencur S8
Waits P .
TOTALS -
Shorter
Fain CF .
Summers 3B-P
Robbins 1B
Kaziah R¥ .
Wrizht P-1F
Defeor €
Lopkine 1F
Ashworth 3B
Harris. 88
McManus 2B
TOTALS e e M
Columbus 00t oin 31
Shorter - 0 000 N0 0
E—Ridenour, MeManus 2 .
DP—Harris to MeManus to Robbmns
1.OB--Cols. 12, Shorter 13

S$B --Crawtord
S—~Perry, Bell
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Wright(L,12-1) .. 7 B8 403 8 )
Summers ce 211 4 1
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BY SAMMY GLASSMAN

Valdosta  State  College’s
| Blazers nipped  Columbus
‘ College’s Covgars, 43 in a 13-
'inning duel here Friday and
iwith the triumph captured the
National Association of Inter-
coliegiate  Athletics  (NAIA)
District 25 baseball champion-
ship.

The district crown was the
fifth in a row for coach Tom-
my Thomas’' Blazers who will
1carry a 10-game winning streak
;and a 38-11-1 record with them
‘when they go to Knoxville,
Tenn., next week to lake part
‘in the NAIA Area 5 playoffs.
The area winner will earn a
4 berth in the National NAIA
tourney which is slated June
1-3 at Phocnix, Ariz.

valdosta State needed the
minimum of three consecutive
victories to emerge on top in
the four-team, three-day, doub-
le-elimination battle for the
district crown. Friday's clinch-
er, however, was an overtime
thriller.

Coach Charlie Ragadale’s
Cougars. who posied a 2-2
mark in the tourney here, has
now gone to the sideline for
the season with a 27-16 mark.

Before meeting and defeat-
ing Columbus in the finals,
VSC trimmed the West Geor-
gia College Braves from Car-
roilten, 122, and the Shorter
Ccileze Hawks from Rome, Ga.
5-2.

In yeslerday's bout with VSC
the Cougars jumped off to an
early three-run lead, They com-
bined a triple by Verlin Perry
with a Blazer error to score
once in the first inning.

t
«

~Times Staff Pr

Valdoste} State’s Bohby Tripp Loses His Batting Helmet And He Takes A Big Stride Toward First Base




~Times Staff PFhole

West Georgia’s Lynn Hoffstickler Misses With His Tag And Blazers’ Bob White Gets Back To First Safely

Columbus got two more runs

in the fourth with a single by
Perry the key blow in this up-
rising.
* Valdosta Stale got two runs
in the seventh by combining
singles by Pat Arnett and Bob-
by Tripp with a Cougar error.
The Blazers made il 3-3 with
2 single run in the cighth when,
after two outs, Terry Fields,
Arnett and Frank Sumner
came through with consecutive
singles.

The score remained deadlock-
ed until the 13th when, afler
one out, Tripp reached first on
a Columbus fielding niiscue, ad-
vanced on a single by Gene
Feits then scored the game-
winning run on another Cougar

error,

For the day VSC collected 17
hits off thrce Cofumbus hurl-
ers, including a double and
four singles by Fells in seven
trips to the plate.

Andy Hassell started on the
hill for VSC, but he gave way
to relief specialist Marty Le-
Files in the third inning. Le-
Files worked 10 and 2-3 inn-
ings and allowed just six hits
over that long span as he rack-
ed up his seventh pitching vie-
tory without a loss.

Keith Carroll, who followed
both starter Butch Dalton and
reliefer Chuck Chadw.ck nn the
mound took the loss and now
has a 1-2 hill mark.

=

Columbus e e een
Perry Cp el
Bell B ereme eaeea
Howard 1B [N
Kleskamp RE [,
Chafrer € M e o
Cranfoid 28 Sie e
Rigenour S8 ..

U e D Dw—N
sascooavZ

PP >
~QPoono~-

Horne DH
Helns LK
Lindief LPF
Dallon ©
Chadwick [
Carroll P

P20~

TOTALS 47 3 U
Vajdosta Siate e
Sumner C I
Tripp 2R —
Fells LW -
Bowen CJ° [
Register RF betmmn aea
While 3R
Jenes 1R
Fields &S
Arnett- DH
Hassell P
Letiles

ecovosscoeo-~T v oasscss

TNV R L G AP
CPONNVN DL T

* co-~00 oosvon

TOTALS
Colusmbue _. 100
VSC

“
~

7.1
200 000 000 0-3-11.4
- 0600 00 210 0CO0 1 -4-17.3

Fields to ‘Lripp ie Jones, Ridonova to
- e Howard,

Crawford to Howard, Chaffer to Howard

to Ridencur,

LOB-VSC 17, Columbus 11

B—Ridenowr; 2, Howard. ¥eits

°B- - Pervy

%-—chekamm Junes

\ ir h r et bh 30
Dalton e e A2 2 2
Chadwiek Lo . ... 31221 0 2 3
Carrelt (LY .. . .. 213 31 0610
Hauzel .. .. 2Y3 51 6 00
LeFes (W 7.00 _ . 10239 6 2 1 3 )

PR—Sumner




by Mike Chason

Valdosta State made it look
easy last week when Coach
Tommy  Thomas’  baseball
Blazers swept the NAIA District

25 Tournament in . three
games.

fn VSC’s initial outing last
Wednesday, Lee Daney throttled
West Georgia for his seventh
victory against five losses as
Viddosta State exploded for a
122 win over the Braves from
Carrollton. . )

After six innings. it appeared
the Blazers were in for the battle
of their lives as West Georgia led
2.1. In the seventh, Steve Jones
knocked in the go-ahead run

when he pounded out a single to.

score Frank Sumner and Bobby
Tripp.

When the dust clearcd at the
end of the frame, the hometown
crew led 7-2 amd Tripp, Sam
Bowen and Jerome Register had
rapped out a safety apiece.

In the following inning. All
American Gene Felts lofted a
350 blast over the left field
fence with Tripp on base to add
some insurance runs to the VSC
total. Terry Fields added a solo
round tripper to two more
Blazer runs in the next inning to
complete the scoring for the
day.

lazers Sweep

After District 256 competition ends, VSC Bl
boosted his hill record to 7-2

Also on the first day, Shorter
trimmed Columbus 2.1, and
Columbus turned around to
eliminate West Georgia from the
tourney with a 9-7 victory over
the cocky men from Carroliton.

The Hawks of Shorter
College fell to the fiery VSC
nine last Thursday when Pat
Amett limited the Hawks to
seven scattered hits and Valdosta
State had a 5-2 triumph and a
berth in the District finals.

Amett went the distance on
the mound for the Blazers. He

——
——

Dist

rict 25

and lowered his earned run
average to 2.09 for the year.

The Blazer defense, a trouble
spot all season, turned in a
sparkling  performance by
turning three double plays to
wipe out Shorter rallies . VSC’s
" “circus” infield of Bobby
Tripp,Terry Fields, Bob White,
and Steve Jones all had an
outstanding day.

In the hitting department,
Jerome Register demonstrated

an ability to hit in the clutch

azers display winning crown.

when he punched out two hits
driving in a pair of runs. Sam
Bowen, Terry Fields and ‘“Mr.

Reliable”—Gene  Felts  also
picked up one hit apiece.
Lamar ~ Wright, Shorter’s

pitching ace, hurled his second
game in two days in the second
half of the afternoon’s twin bill,
but the strain proved too much
as Wright and the Hawks left
Valdosta with a 6-0 defeat by
Columbus on their record.
Wright had clicked off 17
straight wins including 12 this

season before Charlie Ragsdale’s
Cougars socked it to him.

With their win, Columbus set
the stage for the championship
battle last Friday. To win the
title, the Cougar nine would
have to take two from the
homestanding heroes. Needless
to say, the order proved to be
too big to fill.

It took 13 innings, but when
it was all over, Valdosta State
had a 4-3 victory and its fifth
straight District 25 crown.

Marty LeFiles lived up to his
ace reliever billing when he came
on in the third inning to snuff
out a Cougar charge and {inish
the contest; giving up only six
hits along the way. Andy Hassell
was the starting pitcher, but
‘LeFiles was credited with the
win, raising his record to 7-0.

VSC’s all star second sacker,
Bobby Tripp, scored the winning
run after he rounded the
basepaths on a combination of
two Columbus errors and a Gene
Felts single.

Valdosta State racked up 17
hits in the game as compared to
11 for Columbus. Gene Felts
proved why he was a first team
All American when he pounded
out five hits in seven trips to the
plate.

continued on page 10




Jones slides home in a cloud of dust in VSC victory over West Georgia

On To Knoxville. . .

continued from page I
"In fact, Felts dominated the

offensive end of the Blazer
machine during the entire
tournment. He collected nine
hits in 16 trips to the plate.
including two doubles and a
home run. '

Dave Waples, the voice of the
Blazers, stated “I was never
doubtful wed win  the
tournament, but 1 was surprised
that we took it in three games.”

Battle Arkansas Nine Today -

The Blazer machine now rolls
on to Knoxville,. Tennessee
‘Where they will face State
College of Arkansas today at
Ip.m. The Arkansas nine won
the District 17 playoff. In the
second game, David Lipscomb
College and  Birmingham
Southern will square off with
the two losers battling it out at
7:00n.m.

Coach Thomas felt that his
Blazers got the best end of the
draw by playing State College of
Arkansas. He said, “David
Lipscomb came in second in the
NAIA national tournament last
year after they knocked us out
of the Area Five tournament at
Knoxville. We are awfully glad
not to play them our first time
out.”

Thomas Is Confident

Our opponent has a 168

record among the tough District
17 competition.
chances in Knoxville, Thomas
said “I’m more confident of our
title chances than I have been
since 1969. We have a good draw
and the pitching depth which is
always so very important.”

In past years, pitching has
always been a problem for

As for our -

Valdosta State, but this season
the Blazers have five hurlers with
an ERA of 2.25 or better. These"
men include Dan Chadwick, 6-0,
Andy Haseell, 7-1, Lee Daney,
7-5, Pat Arnett, 7-2, and Marty
LeFiles is 7-0 for the year.

Lakeland Natgve Leads Hltters

As for hlmng,FeIts leads w1th
a .358 average, followed by
Bob  White, .333, " Jerome
Register,.319, Steve Jones, .299,
Bobby Tripp, .292, and Frank
Sumner,.286.

If the Blazers should win in
Knoxville, it will be on to
Phoenix, Arizona for the NAIA
national tournament on June
1-6. Both tournaments are
elimination affairs. Y

[ETR

GO BLAZERS!!!




|Blazers Triumph

SPECIAL O THE TIMES

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Val-
dosta State College’s Blazers
‘began action in the National
Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics (NAIA) Area 5 base-
ball playoffs with an im-
pressive 11-0 victory over the
State College of Arkansas
Bears here Wednesday.

In another opening round of
the® double-elimination event
the David Lipscomb College
:Bisons from Nashville, Tenn.,
‘had a 5-3 lead over the Birm-
ingham (Ala.) Southern Col-
lege Panthers when a thun-
derstorm doused the players
and the contest was suspended
after one out in the seventh
inning.

The Bisons and Panthers

were to finish their game this
morning with a loser’s bracket
contest, which was rained out
Wednesday, to foilow.
- Also on tap at 4 p.m. today
was a winner’'s bracket duel
between VSC and victor of
the David Lopscomb-Birming-
ham Southern contest. This
was to be followed by another
loser’s bracket tilt.

Weather - permitting, the fi-

nals are to be played Friday
with action to begin at 4 p.m.
If another game is necessary
it will be played at 7 p.m.
. Valdosta State, the NAIA
District 25 champ, chalked up
its 11th victory in a row and
boosted its overall record to
39-11-1 with its friumph over
the Bisons from Conroy, Ark.
After the loss State College of
Arkansas, the District 17 title-
holder, was left with a 16-9
mark.

David Lipscomb, the Area 5
winner in both 1971 and 1972,
came into the playoifs this
time with a 34-8 record after
copping the District 24 diadem.
Birmingham Southern, the ti-
tlist from District 27, began

action here with a 38-6 chart.

Against State College of Ar-
kansas the Blazers racked up
two runs in the second inning
then went on from there to a
one-sided triumph.

VSC raked three Bears pitch-
ers for a total of 18 hits. Frank
Sumner and Jerome Register
blasted home runs. Sam Bo-

In Area Opener|

from Rick Bowers in the final
frame, was the pitching victor
and he now has an 8-6 record.
In the eight innings he work-
ed, Daney blanked the Bears
on three scattered hits.

The winner of the Area 5
title will earn a berth in the
National NAIA tourney which
is scheduled for June 15 at

wen rapped two triples and a(Phoenix. Ariz.

double. Bobby Tripp and Steve
Jones each accounted for trip-
les.

Gene Felts, Bowen and Terry
Fields all had three-for-five
days at the plate.

lee Daney, with relief help

In NAIA Play

Valdosta State
Storms Past Foe

Area 5 baseball playoffs.

Lipscomb was ahead, 5-3,
with runners at first and third
and one out when the second
“storm’ hit. Play was to re-
sume in that game at 11:30 to-
day with the situation as it
was when action was suspend-
ed in the seventh inning.

Two games — the first involv-

and the loser of the 11:30 game,
and the second pitting Valdosta
against the Lipscomb-Southern
winner. Another game may be
played tonight.

Valdosta State sent the en-

tire batting order to the plate
in a six-run fifth inning. Mean-
while, Lee Deery was limiting
the Arkansas club to three
hits.

Centerfielder Sam Bowen
drove in two runs and scored
three as a result of his two tri-
ples and a double. Bobby Tripp
and Steve Jones also tripled for
the Georgians while catcher
Frank Sumner belted a solo
homer in the third.

Storms of two types have bombarded the NAIA

First, Valdosta (Ga.) State used a whirlwind perfor-
mance to devastate State College of Arkansas into the
loser’s bracket with a 17-hit, 11-0 triumph. Then a thun-
derstorm sent David Lipscomb of Nacshville and Bir-
mingham (Ala.) Southern for cover in the second game
late yesterday at Bill Meyer Stadium.

ing State College of Arkansas

VALDOSTA ST. ARKANSAS !
abrhbi b r b bif

Sumner, ¢ 52 2.1 Duhart, rf l 010
L Brenam,ph 1000 Skyrme, !f 4000
Tripp., 2b 5110 Spann, rf 4000
Felts, it 5132 Rickett, b 4020
Jones, th 5112 Beene, ¢ 4000
Bowen, ¢f 5332 Rheo, b 20040
Rogesher, rf 2221 Palmer,dh 3000
Starling, rf 1000 Hauspein, 203000
White, 3b 4011 Dallas,ss 20080
Fields, ss 5032 Ramey,p 0000
Golden, dh 5010 Thonge, p 0000
Derry, p 0000 Franks p coo0¢0
Bowers,p 0000 f
e —

Totols 43N 1711 Totais 31630
VALDOSTA ST. 021 160 100—11,
ARKANSAS ST. 000 000 000— 0/

E—~Romey, Tripp., Freids. DP—Valdosta
St. 2, Arkansas State 1. 2B—Bowen, Du-
hart. 3B-—Tripp, Jones, Bowen 2 HR
Sumner, Rogesher. S - ROgesh




By TiIMEM BEAFE WHNTER

KNOXVILLE, Tenn, — Val-
dosta State College's Blazers
moved into the finals of the
rain-delayed National Associa-
tion of Inlercollegiaie  Ath-
letics (NAIA) Area 5 baseball
playoffs after a dramatic 1-0
victory over the David Lips-
comb College Bisons
Friday.

The triumph was the second
in as many playoff starts for
|coach Tommy Thomas’ Blazers
and vaulted then into the fin-
als of the double-elimination
area title duel today.

VSC was to go against Bir-
mingham (Ala.) Southern Col-
lege’s Panthers at 1 p.m. to-
day. The Blazers needed one
victor to become the Area 5
champ and earn a berth

Thursday at Phoenix, Ariz.
Southern, which has a 21
playoff chart, could cop the
area diadem by licking VSC
twice.

Valdosta State now has
a 40-11-1 mark while the Pan-
-[thers from Birmingham own a
40-7 record. VSC has a 12-
game victory streak going.

- Friday’s action began with
|the . windup of some games
that were delayed by rain on
Thursday.

In a suspended contest, Da-
vid Lipscomb, the defending
area champ, trimmed Birm-
ingham Southern, 7-4. Then
in a loser's bracket tiit the Ala-
bama nine licked State College
of Arkansas, 13-2, to send the
Bears from Conroy, Ark., to
the sideline, -

Next was the duel between
VSC and David Lipscomb and
the Blazers got that game's
only run after two out in_ the
bottom of the ninth inning.

Friday’s action ended with
a duel under the lights beiween
Birmingham Southern and

heie -

in the NAIA National tourney,
which- is slated to open next-

VSC’s Bobby Tripp (12) Is Waiting And Ready To Tag Bisons’ Kevin Stanford (5)

David Lipscomb. The Alabama
entry won this one, 3-0, and
David Lipscomb bowed out of
the playoffs. The Nashville

team went home with a 35-9
mark. .

The contest belween Valdos-
ta State and David Lipscomb
featured a  pressure-packed
hill duel between the Blazers’
senior righthander Pat Ar-
nett and the Bisons’ freshman
hill whiz Mike McLaughlin.

Arnett blanked the Bisons
on five scattered hits. He walk-
ed five and struck out seven
as he boosted his hill record
to 8-2. McLaughlin gave up
just four hits, issued two walks

and struckout 10 as he suffer-

Blazers Round

ed his first pitching defeat af-
ter 11 consecutive triumphs.

Valdosta State’s all-impor-
tant run came in the last half
of the ninth.

Gene Felts opened the
frame with a single. The next
VSC batsman flied out and
then Felts was forced at se-
cond after a grounder by Sam
Bowen.

It was now two ouls, but
Bowen was on first and he
promptly stole second. Next
up was Jerome Register who
bounced one off the fence in
center field at the 415 foot mark
for a bouble which brought
Bowen home and gave Valdos-

A
- AP Wirephep

abe bebd
David Lipscomb a
Sanforth It
E. Smith 3
Santi 3b
Pride rf

G. Smith se
Harston 2b
Stinsom, b
Robinson of
Sargent dh
Dennis ¢ [
MoLauglin 9
TOTALS

Valdosta Slate
Sumner ¢
Tripp 20
Felts If
Jones 1b
Bowen
Register
White 3b
Fields sx
Ameit p
TOTALS
David Lipscomb
Valdnsta State .
E - Stinson, Dennis, Amelt
LOB - VSC é, DIC 9

2B - Register
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ta State its victory.l

3B - Stinson .
SR - Robinson, Fells, Mowen

8§ - Tripp 2 '
SF - Pride .
Molaughlin (I, 11-1) 23 4 1 1 2 ¥
'« Arnet  (8-2) $ [ IR
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Lipscomb ( Justed

‘Valdosta, Southern
Battle for NAIA Title

Valdosta Staté and Birming-
ham -Southern battled this after-
noon for a berth in the NAIA

next month at Phoenix, Ariz.

With Pat Arnett firing a six-
hitter, Valdosta State - staved
unbeaten in the Area 5 tour-
ney yesterday at Bill Meyer
Stadium, tagging a 1-0 loss on
David Lipscomb.

‘Birmingham Southern then

ousted Lipscomb in the double-
elimination event by scoring a
3-0 victory as Lee Endicott al-
lowed only three hits.

In earlier games yesterday,
Birmingham Southern pounded
State College of Arkansas, 13-2,
and Lipscomb handed Birming-
ham Southern a 7-4 loss in the
completion of Wednesday
night’s suspended contest.

Thursday action was washed
out by rain. :

Valdosta State and Southern
were to meet at 1 o’clock, A
second game, if necessary,
was to follow.

i

doubled home the :

wianing run in the bottom of the

ninth to give Valdosta its win
ver Lipscomb.

Valdosta State took a 40-11

lrecord into today’s action, while
'Southern stood at 40-7.

0 BIRM. SOUTH. * 00 000 2104 § o
Nat‘onal baseball tournament DAvVID LiPSCOMB 120 100 30x-7 13 0

Yoeman, Hatchett (7), Lowery (7), Wil-
i-son (8) and Goss; Stinson, McLaughlin (8),

Williaims (§) and Dennis.

BIRM. SOUTH. 101

ST. COL. OF ARK. 100
Jolly and Goss; Wr
Curtis (%) and Deene.

DAVID LIPSCOMB 000 000 00—0 § 2
) 000 000 0011 - & 1
n McLaughtlin ond Dennis; Arnett and Sum-
er.

VALDOSTA ST.

BIRM. SOUTH, 000
. tAuncher. Williams (8)
cott and Goss.

DAVID LIPSCOMB 000 000 000—0 3 1

120 40313 14 4
010 000— 2 4 3
ight, Thomes (7),

001 02x—3 § 0
and Dennis; Endi-

Blazers Bow,

But Not Out

Special to The Times-Union

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Val-
dosta State's ninth-inning ral-
ly came up short as Birming-
ham Southern tripped the
Blazers, 10-8, in the NAIA re-
gional
Saturday afternoon.
It was Valdosta State's first
loss while Birmingham fought
out of the loser's bracket to
force the title-deciding game },
later Saturday night. 1

In the Blazers' ninth, Gene
Felts homered and Valdosta
picked up two more runs be-
fore Birmingham Southern
halted the rally.

baseball tournament

; m;»."-i—.' Jones -
“ e A

Ay -
P

Bowen Whiffs 17

Valdosta St. Wins
NAIA Area 5 Crown

Stadium.

Bowen checked the Pan-
thers on five hits in outdueling
Southern sonthraw .om
Hatchett. He walked only one
in picking up his seventh
straight victory.

Fireballing righthander Sam'also drove in the only run he
Bowen struck out 17 batters Sat-: needed in the seventh inning. He
urday right as Valdosta State!tripled in Bobby Tripp who
defeated Birmingham Southern,  walked and was sacrificed to
2.0, for the NAIA Area 5 base- second oh Gene Felts’ bunt.
ball championship at Bill Meyer |

Bowen scored on Hatchett’s.
'wild pitch to complete the scor-
‘ing. He later doubled.

I Valdosta St. (11-12) qualifies

| for the National NAIA tourna-
ment in Phoenix, Ariz. Bir-
mingham Southern finished
| the campaign with a 418

The Brunswick, Ga., junior| Worksheet.

CHAMPIONSHIP GAME
IlRMlNGHAaA $O. VALDOSTA ST.
[

r h bi abr hbi
Boyd ss 401¢ Sumner ¢ 3600
Hedrick s« 4000 Tripp 2b Ji100
Maver If 4010 Felts cf 2010
Booker rf 3020 BRowen p It
Swartz dh 4000 Renister rf 2000
Salem  2b 3000 Whte 3b 4010
Miler 3b 3010 Fields ss Jooo
083 € 3000 Jones ib jooo
Szuch cf 3000 Starding If 3000
Haolchett p 0000
Totals 31050 Totals %24

BIRMINGHAM SO. 000 000 000—0

VALDOSTA ST. 000 0062 00x—2
E-~Miller. DP—Vaidosta 5t. LOB—3ir-

minghom Southern S, Valdosta St 4.
28-—~Bowen. 3B — Bowen. 58 — 8ovyd,

Goss. S—Felts.

tP H RER BB SO

Hatchett (L) 8 4 2 2 4 9
Bowen (W) 9 s 0 0 V17
PH--Goss. WP-—Halchett, T~1-55, A—

225. U—Hatcher, Sellgrs, Hotheld.

Southern forced the second
contest by handing the Blazers a
10-8 loss earlier.

VALDOSTA STATE BIRMINGHAM SOU.
abrhbi abrh

brh r hbi
Sumner, ¢ 4100 Bovd, 1b 4200
Tripp, 2b 4110 Headrick, ss 42290
Felts, If 5221 Maover, it 321311
‘Bowen, ¢t 2211 Brooker, rf 4110
Raster, rf 5233 Swartz, dh 511312
White, 3b 4000 Salem, ‘ 302 $
Golden, ph 10 00 Miller, 3 401
Jones, 1b 5012 Goss, ¢ ‘5100
Fields, ss 4010 Szuch, cf 5130
Arnett, dh 3010 Yeoman,p 0000
Daney, p 0000 Lowery, p 0000
Lefles, p 0000 AWlson, p 0000
Cdwick, p 0000
Bowers, p 0000
Hassel, p 0000
Totals 338107 Totals 7101137

Bayd awarded first on cotcher's inter-
farance.
VAL DOSTA STATE 200 010 203~ 8
BIRMINGHAM SOU. 000 135 01x--10
E—Hedrick 3, Salem, Sumner 2. Tripp,
Bowen. LOB--Valdosta 9, Blrmingham
Southern 13,
28—Swortz. 3B--Bowen. HR—Register,
Felts. S—Arnett, Trinp.
14 H BER 508 SO
4

Leaney (L) 4 4 3
Loties 21 1 7 0
Chadwick 12 v 1 2 @
Bowers 223 2 172 2 @
Hessell ‘0 06 0 a6 ¢
Yeamon 432 3 3 1.
Lowery (W) | 47 5 § 2 1}
A Wilson w0 0 0 0 O

Save—A. Wlison. HBP-—Mayer (by

Bowers), PB—Sumner, T--):01. A—200.




Ry HMF! BYAFF WRIHTER

Phoenix, Ariz. and the Natioa-
al Association of Intercollegiaie
Athletics (NAIA) national base-
ball tournament is the next stop
for Valdosta State College's
newly crowned Area 5 champi-
ons.

Coach Tommy Thomas’ Blaz-
ers, who earlier won the NAIA
District 25 crown, captured ti-
tle honors in the Area § playoifs
this past Saturday at Knoxville,
Tenn.

VSC went into the finals of the
double-elimination arvea playofls
with a 2-0 mark. Coach Roy
Newborne's Birmingham (Ala.)
Southern College Panthers
reached the final day with a 2-1
mark. )

In their first meeting Southern:
trimmed VSC, 10-8, in a wide-
open slugging match. The Blaz-
ers bounced back to win the sec-
ond game 2-0 behind Sam Bow-
en's five-hit, 17-strikeout hill
performance to capture the area

The Valdosta Daily 'llmes, Mon., May 28, 1973 --17—

Sports

SAMMY GLASSMAN, Editor

crown and claim one of eight
coveted places in the National
NAIA tourney which is to be-
gin on Thursday at Phoenix,

This is Valdosta State’s first
Area crown. It was the Bla-
zers’ fifth consecutive appear-
jance in the playoffs at Knox-
ville.

The National NAIA turney at
Phoenix will he a double- eli-
mination affaic  which is to
start Thursday and will take a
minimum of six days to com-
plete.

VSC has drawn Phillips Uni-
versity of Enid, Okla. as its
first round foe at Phoenix. The
Blazers will carry a 41-12-1 mark
in the national title event, Phil-

lips has a 29-16 mark.

Other first round games are as
follows:

U. S. International University
of San Diego, Calif., (31-8) vs
Maloney College, Canton, Ohio,
(21-8), University of Washing-
ton-Oshkosh Branch, (26-7), vs
Eastern Connecticut State (28-6)
and Pembroke (N.C.) State Uni-
versity (28-8) vs Grand Canyon
College, Phoenix, (39-16).

In Saturday’s opener at Knox-
ville VSC took an early two-run
lead, but at the end of six frames
Southern was ahead, 9-3. The
Blazers rallied late in the game,
but couldn’t make up all the lost
ground.

The Alabama enlry louched

Blazers Capture Area ‘Title

the loss and is now 8-6. Among
the Blazers' 10 hits were hom-
ers by Gene FKelts and Jerome
Register and a triple by Sam Bo-
wen.

In the second game Bowen left
his more familiar spot in cen-
ter field to pitch for Valdosta
State. He allowed just five hits,
issued only one walk and struck
out 17 for a victory which lev-

‘tive Valdosta State hutlers for ;eled his hill record off at 2-2.
13 hits. Starter Lee Daney took| That wasn't all for the talent-

ed Bowen. He had a hand in the
scoring of VSC's two runs, which
came in the sixth inning.
‘Bobby Tripp wilked and then
advanced to second on a sacri-
fice bunt by Feits. Bower {nllow-
ed with a triple to bring Tripp
home. Bowen himself scored a
little later on a wild pitch,
Birmingham Southern ¢losed

its season with a 41-8 record.

By TIMES STAFF WRHTER

Two members of Valdosta
State College’s baseball team,
second haseman BRobhy  Tripp
and outfielder Gene Felts, have
been named to the NAIA All-
Area 5 team.

The 10-man All-Area 5 squad
was picked by coaches in the
area.

The team follows:
Pitchers — Butch Stinson

of David Lipscomb and Lamar

Tripp, Felts Selected

|Wright of Shorter; catcher Carl
<'lmush of Carson A\Pwman first
‘haseman Bobby Howard of Col-
umbus, sccond hase Tripp; third
base Butch Bell of Columbus,.
shortstop E ddie Mizzialko of
Christian Brothers and outfield-
ers Felts, Dwight Duhart of
State College of Arkansas and
Jim Crom of Milligan.

Earlier Feits, Tripp. and
pitcher Pat Amett were among|
the Blazers picked on the NAIA,
All-District 25 team,
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-+ By STEVE WESTON

Grand Canyon College might have
found someone last night who'll make
’em forget All Amerlcan Bill Catalan-
otte.

Who?
course.

Why, Randy Catalanotte, of

Randy, a senior ‘and coach Dave Bra-
zell’s starting rightfielder, pushed the
Antelopes past Pembroke. N.C., State,
3-2, in the first round of the rain-delayed
National Association of Intercoliegiate
“Athletics (NAIA) baseball tournament
last night with his booming hit in the
bottom of the 12th inning.

Triumph put Canyon (40-16) into to-
night's 8 o’clock feature game against
Eastern Connecticut State (29-6), which
defeated Wsconsin - Oshkosh earlier yes-
terday, 9-4.

In the other first - round game yester-
day (one was played Wednesday), Phil-
lips University of Enid, Okla., defeated
Valdosta, Ga., State, 4-3.

That puts United States International
University of San Diego (32-8) against
Plulllps (30-16) at 5 o’clock in the other
winner’s bracket game,

Loser’s bracket games match Valdosta
(41-13) and Malone, Ohio, College
(21-11) at 11 a.m. and Wisconsin - Osh-
kosh (26-7) against Pembroke (28-5) at 2
p-m.

All games are at Phoenix Municipal
Stadium.

Catalanotte ended the game when he
propelled a pitch by Pembroke's Ron
| Norman far over the right - fielder’s

3-2, in 12 innings

hecad to the fence al Muny. Doug Coon
had walked and scored easily on the hit,
Catalanotte getting credit for a triple.

It broke up a tremendous pitching
duel between Norman — who went inlo
the game 120 — and Canyon's Gary

- Graham (14-5).

Both went the cntire distance, Graham
giving up 11 hits and Striking out six,
Norman surrendering eight hits and fan-
ning five.

Canyon got a couple of unearned runs
early — thanks to errors by Pembroke
third baseman Al Barbour — and Gra-
ham sailed along until the ninth.

A pair of singles, an error, a ground
out and a sacrifice fly quickly tied the
game at that point. The teams then bat-
tled fiercely the next three innings.

Despite the facl the game went 12
innings, it was played in a brisk 2:25.
Graham tied a tournament record with
two triples, Canyon tied a record with
four triples in the game and GCC first
baseman Leon Quackenbush tied still
another mark with 16 chances.

‘Brazell will pitch Kent Fulmer, a senior
righthander with a 10-5 record, against
Eastern Conn. State tonight.

Only inehes turned out to he the
difference as John Linder scored on a
single by Tracy Benton in the bottom of
the ninth inning, giving Phillips the 4-3
triumph over Valdosta State.

Valdosla State, now 41-13. battled from
behind all night. only to lose the game
in heartbreaking fashion.

Phillips Haymakers started the

Antelopes nip Pembroke

game-winning rally when Linder led off |
with a single. He was sacrificed to sec-
ond and, afler one out, Benton singled
sharply to left field.

Gene Felts, the Vgldosta Blazers’
All-American left tielder, made a per-
fect throw home on the play, and the
tag at the plate was spmething for in-
stant replay fans.

Valdosta dropped io & losers’ bracket
game at 11 o'clock this mornmg against
Malone (21-11).

All games are at Phoem\( Municipal
Stadlum

Darrell Wirther took;: the mound for
Phillips — which led at one point by 3-0
— in the eighth inning and went on to
pick up his seventh victory of the sea-
son. Darrel Frolin had:started for the
Oklahomans and pitched well. Pat Ar-
neit went the route for Valdosta.

Tim Young had three hits for Phillips
and Steve Jones was three-for-four with
two RBIs for Valdosta.

Just two of Phillips’ runs were earned.

Eastern Connecticut, ‘a rclative un-
known in the tournamenpt, used a five-

- run explosion in the bottgm of the eighth

inning to break a 4-4 deadlock and upset
hard-hitting Wisconsin-Oshkosh.

|
i
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- VALDOSTA STAT PHILLIPS

E u. -

abr hbi abr hhl

sumner ¢ 3 110 Lmder dph " 4y 10
Trinp 2b 010 1100
Felts If 41 21 Youna 55 5120
Bowen cf 4 ) 1 0 Lincald If-c 39011
Reaister rf 3 0 0 0 Benion ib 41 31
Jones Th 4 0 2 3 Crowderrf 3200
Fields ss 40 0 4Q Zallip 3201
Arncit-n 401 0 Lavdc 2N 10
Soruill Jb 30 0 0 How: nd ib 4 01 0
hite Tb 1 0 0 0 McSosddenor 0 0 0 0O
Tofals B3 93 Tnrals 7 4 92
VAl DOSTA STATE 00 V16 010 —3
PHILLIPS u. 0]2 000 00114

E--Sumner 2. Tripo. Soruill. LOR -Valdesta Stala
8, Phillins §. 2B.-Philtios. Levd, <H~—Jmn< Arnalt,
Havi,  Young. SF—~Phillips. Kincaid. & Rum!cr
Crowder, Havs.

(L ER B8 30
2 5

R
Frotin 7 8 ) 3
Wer 'hcr W, 72) ‘1"~ l 0 0 0 i
Acnstl (L 8- 87 4 2 S é
HBP .. Lovd (bv Arnett), WF‘ -Werther.
Time—2:30. A-312.

WISCONSIN-OSHKOSH E. CONN. STATE
abr hbi abr hbi
Hinske If S 1 2 0 Richmonds 4 000
Ganter «s S 1 2 0 Reedrf 4 230
Mifter cf 5 0 1 0 Scmersct 51 i 2
Kouoal ¢ 4 V1 2 tvenlt 3010
Held rf 5 01 0 Asaldch s 1131
Wynaaarddph 4 0 1V 0 Hicknv b 41 00
VidenAvond 2b S 1 1 1. Rroton th 3100
Ha-twin 1h §$ 0 1 0 tahsreru2b 42 720
Helmetoad b 4 1 1 Kesmenc 4 1 7
Totals 42 412 4 Totals 36 212 4
WISCONSIN.-OSHKOSH 010 [ ] 100 — 4
E. CONN. STATE 000 012 15x—2¢
Hinskr, Gantner 7, Kounal_ Helmstcad 7

E -
Richmend, Hickey 2. DP-.Wisconcin-Oshkech 1. OB
-~ Wicconsin-Ounkesh 17, Easteen Conn. State 9. 78~
Reed, A=al 2, Habereri. SB-Gantner 2,
Asal. Keemon, Somers 2.

;P H

Kaupal,

! ',R ER ﬂl SO
Cariera

R"'."‘l.‘n (W. 87} . 5 2 7 1 ‘,
P ey 3 V35 1 g
Pirosr (W, 43) K

Kil<mith ST

1
Wild Piteh—Stroch 2, Pleper, PB—Keemon,
Time—2:34, A—201.

GRAND CANYO

z

PEMBROKE STATE

AB R H Bi AB R H B)
Dunlan cf 5 0 J 1. Cool 4100
Suags 2b 5001 (atatano"z rf 61 31
Ruo’actlle rf 6 01 0 Fu cf 5000
yrile 1b 5000 DeBQ'ms'a 3Bb 4000
Johnson ¢ 5000 5121
Barbsur 2b 5 0 2 0 Quackenbushib5 0 1 0
Callahan ss 51 30 G.Grahamp 5 0 2 0
Preston If 51 2 0 Serifdgstenc 5 0 0 ©
welborn deh 3 00 0 C.Graham2 4 0 0 0
Cxendinedph 1 0 0 O N
il 45 211 2 Tohls B 312
PEMB 000 000 002 000 — 2
GRAND CANYON 100 100 000 Oll!—:l
E - _Barbour 2, QuackPnby:h Prestan, Coon.
DP — Pembroke 3, Grand Canyon 1. LOB — Pem-
broke 11, Grand tanvon 8. JB — G. Graham 2,
Hali. Cafelanotte. SB — Du nla?"?.

H R ER BB SO
2 2 2 6

1 G Graham (w, 14-5) 171

Narman (L. 12:1)
T — 2

1= N 3 1 4 3
25. A — 958, .,
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Bowen Piiches One-Hitter,
Valdosta State Wins, 2-0

PHOENIX, Ariz. — Sam
Bowen, a junior righthander
from Brunswick, fied a Na-
tional Association of Intercol-
legiate Athletics record when
he pitched a one-hitter to lead
Valdosta State to a 2-0 victory
over Malone, Ohio, College in
the national tournament
Saturday.

Bowen’s one-hitter also led

minutes, the shortest game
ever in NAIA tournament
competition.

Bowen got two runs in the
second inning when Jerome
Register was safe on a Ma-
lone error, Steve Jones sin-
gled him to second and Bob
White walked to load the
bases. Terry Fields then sin-
gled to drive in Register and

The victory was Bowen’s
third this season to go with
two losses. Losing pitcher
Rick Zupanic dropped to 5-5
with the loss.

Valdosta State, now 42-13,
lost to Phillips University of
Enid, Okla., 4-3, in the open-
ing round. The Blazers face
the loser of the Pembroke,
N.C.-Wisconsin Oshkosh garhe

|
|
{
|
]

f

to another reco;d: The game Jones, giving Bowen all the Sunday at 2 p.m.
. was completed in one hour, 38  backup he needed. Valdosta State 020 000 000—2~—§~1
— Balone, O., Coll. 000 000 ooo—0—1-a?
B .. Bo and Sumner; Zupanic md
w.enwp_ wen (3-2); LP
Zupanic (5-5).
U.S. INTERNATIONAL ool 200 019
Pi-liLLISU 20 060 000~
E— Fraser Vogen, Cal 2, DP—USIU LOB—
Usiv Jo. hnlios S. zB—Nasela. Crowder. Jg-—Annlc-
gate. HB—Vessey, SB—Fr. as'e'; S-Gr(alcn RCr%v;dgro
Koske 10-4) 9 é 2 1" 7
Clark (L 83) I 3 3 3 2 1
Warher 28 o 0.0 |
P8 love 2 T—2:21. A—308, *
MALONE COLLEGE VALDOSTA STATE
chuler If a‘br hbt; sumn, a‘b‘r) 'I”% *
GRAND CANYB&J‘ "BlEASTERN CO'A?;E&T“:\B’T élarv cf 3 8 8 4 a[rino i) 4000
con ss S ! QRichmend ss 5 2 3 2 ”"S”,i'“’ 3 8 8 8 ;elts cf 49 }
§malanoﬂe rf 3 0 8Reed rf 4 1V 1 Mmi? rf 3000 z°:’ﬁ?fﬂ 3 ?
ulmer pcf 4 1 05cmers ct 2111 cCoy 1b 3000 Jgne, f; 41 S
PeBattista 36 3 0 0 ILyan If - 5010 Dcloresco2b 3 0 1 0 White3b RER
all it 4 0 1 0Asai doh 50140 Weber d 2 000 Fields'ss 10 2 *
Quac nbush 1b 4 0 OHickey 2b 4010 Kerzan Gold-n it 400
N CCE RGN S R N R RSB R
5 iy
SHdham nr d 0 0 OKeemon c 210 MALONE 000 060 000 —
C Graham m 2 0 7 0 ° VALDOSTA 020 885 399=%
E—DeCapite, Paxson, Doloresco, White. DP—~Val-
Kerbow eh 1 01 8 gosta, State 1, LOB—Malone 4. Vaidosta' State 10.
Totais 33 5 9 3Totals M 710 4 #B—sumner. 38--Weber. Felts. @ o ER ®B S
1 EASTERN CONN. T 060010 30 26 Zubanic (L, 55) 8 6 2 1 3 ?
GRAND CANYON 12011000 0.5 Bowen, 9V 20r Ple 0 sy
E —_DzBattista, Hickev, Haberen, Cnon, Sorinas. - e
Reed. DP — Eastern Conn. 2. LOB — Eastern WISCONSIN-OSHKOSH PEMBROKE STATE
Conn 8, Grand Canvon 1. 2B — Richmond.” 3B — B R HB{ AB R H 8!
€ren, G. Graham., Fulmer. SB — Quackenbush, C. Hinske If 50 0 0 Dunlaper 2100
Graham, Reed 2, Richmond. § — Reed. SE — Held rf 4 01 0 Suaas ?b 3000
Somers. Rovmalc™® 4300 Puners 4814
vrile
Thomas W, o) P H R ER BRSO Mhilter cf 4 2 30 Johnsonc 4000
Can iy 8 0 o 2 Wvnoaarddoh 2 0 0 0 Barbour 3b 4020
&+ 6 5 4 5 & V'ndnAvend 2b 4 1 2 2 Callahanss 3000
Cr«x ( L 5 4 2 2 1 2 Hartwia 1b 4 0 1 0 Prestonit 4000
e by Thomas). Batk — Fulmer. WP Helmstead3b 4 0 1 1 Welborndoh 3 0 0 0
Fulmer. P8 — Kee ) Qxerdinedoh ) 0 0 0
LA A dPalias el Totals 35 3 9 3 Totals 2181
WISCONSIN-OSHKOSH 010 200 000-—3
v.s. INTERNA‘IlONﬁLN PHILLIPS'E' bl PEMBROKE STATE 001 000 0001
Vetter cf 5011 Llnderdoh 3000 E—Pyrtle, Callahan, DP—Pembroke State 1,
raser 2b 50 0 0 Havsct 4000 Wisconsin-Oshkesh 2. LOB — Pembroke State 8,
| Reves 3b 4 0 0 0 Younass 4 010 Wiscensin__ -Oshkosh 7. 28—Barbour 2, Vanden
‘Vessey dph 3 21 1 Kincaid 4 000 Avond. SB—Dunlap 3, Gantner, Miller, Hartwig.
Avpleqate If 5 1 1 1 Bentonlb 4110 S—Wyngaard.
Nasella r 2 0 1 1 Crewder ot 3ol o iP H R ER BB SO
ngen ss 2100 Caltob 4110 + 1 1 4 4
Warrencb 30 ) 0 Lovdc 3011} Kllsmlm (W, 51 o o0 o ;
Groaver 1 7 0 0 0 Heward 30 3011 Ru d (L, 7-2 ¢ 3 3 1
Totals 33 4 5 & Totals 2 2512 —Rudd. PB-—Koupal.  T-—2:13. A-138.:




Antelopes crumble
to Valdosta, 10-8

By STEVE WESTON

Valdosta, Ga., State College’s Blazers
bombed error-plagued Grand Canyon
College out of the 17th annual National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics
championship baseball tournament yes-
terday.

The Georgians (43-13) unleashed a 14-
hit attack and made the most of a half-
dozen errors by coach Dave Brazell's
Antelopes (40-13) {0 continue advancing
through the loser’s bracket.

The victory put Valdosta State into a 5
p.m. game tomorrow, but the Blazers’
opponent won't be known until the com-
pletion of last night's loser’s bracket
game matching Wisconsin-Oshkosh (27-
8) and Phillips University (30-17) of

Enid, Okla., and tha meeting between
the only two teams still unbeaten in the
tourney, United States International Unj-
versity (33-8) of San Diego and Eastern
Connecticut State College (30-6).

The 10-8 loss to Valdosta State by Can-
yon was as nightmarish for the ’Lopes
as Saturday’s 7-5 loss to Eastern Con-
necticut. In both games, Canyon led
early only to be undone by its own er-
Tors.

ﬂ

The Antelopes took an early three-run
lead over the Blazers, but, just like Sa-
turday night, Brazell could find no pitch-
ing to protect the lead and his defense
crumbled.

Valdosta got into the lead, 4-3, with a
four-run second inning, an error and a
key double by Frank Sumner. Canyon
then committed three errors in the
fourth as the Blazers pushed across two
more runs.

The Georgians nailed it down in the
eighth on a single by Bobby Tripp, a
triple by Gene Felts and an inside-the-
park home run by Sam Bowen.

Canyon went into the bottom of the
ninth trailing by 10-5. The Antelopes
scratched up three runs before reliever
Pat Arnett came to get Dennis Coon on
2 popup and Randy Catalanotte on a)
strikeout to end the game—and Grand
Canyon's season. -

Arnett picked up a save which gave
the victory to Valdosta's second pitcher
of the game Marty Lefiles, now 8-0.
Leon Schielke started for Canyon and
took the loss, his second in seven deci-
sions. .

Canyon had started the tournament—
its third appearance under Brazell—with
a 12-inning, 3-2 victory over Pembroke,
N.C., State Friday. ‘ ’

Valdosta State, figured to be one of the
favorites, began Friday with a 4-3 loss to
Phillips, but came back Saturday to
down Malone, Ohio, College, 2-0, on a

| Jone-hitter by Bowen.

. GRAND CANYON VALDOSTA STATE
abr. hbi abr hobj

Coon ss 6 1 2 Osummerc 5221
Caialanotterf 6 0 2 07ripp 2h 5332

ulmer cf 4 1 3 ZFelrs it 2132
DeBattistasb 5 2 2 OBowen cf 211 3
Hall If 4 2 1 ORegister rf 4 090
Quack’bushib 4 1 1 1.lJcnes Ib 5010
G.Grahamdph 4 0 0 OWhite 5b 50090
Sooin Jh0 s, §118
..Graham rnctt dph-p
_ TYotals 4 817 5 Tolals 414 8
VALDOSTA STATE 040 201 03010
GRAND CANYON 300 107 003—

E—Sumner. White, Hassel, Chadwick, DeBattista,
Hall 2. Richards 2, Behrie. LOB—Valdosta State 10,

Grand Canvon 12, zB—Sumner. Catalanotte, DeBat-
tsn’s:ta.e 3B—Felts, Fulmer. HB-—-Bowen. SB—Felts.
—Bowen,
P H R ER BB SO
Hassell %2 3 1 2 1
LeFiles (W, 8-0) s 6 2 2 2 2
Chadwick 4 3 2 2 2
Arnett i 0 0 o0 o0 1
Schielke (L, §2) gy 4 4 2 2 0
Behrie 35 6 3 1 0 o0
iaham 44 3 3 1 2

Stizha
SAVE-.Arnett. HBP—Bawen (hy Schielke). HP
Berhie. PB—Richards. T--2:38. A-~,i04.
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Blazers Fall For Fourth Place

By JULIAN MILLER
PHOENIX, Ariz. — A last-
foning rally by Eastern Con-
necticut State’s Warriors sent
Valdosta State College’s Bla-
zers to the sidelines of the

NAIA National Baseball Tour- ‘

"nament after a 3-2 defeal here
Monday.

A desperation rally by the
Warriors in the bottom of the
ninth, composed of three con-
secutive singles spelled defeat
for VSC in the first game of the
semi-finals and sent the Blazers
home with the fourth-place tro-
phy.

here Monday. United States In-
ternational University dumped
Oshkosh 8-3, leaving USIU and
ECS to battle it out for first
-place today. Since USIU is un-

defeated in tourney play, anoth-

In the other semi-final game :

er game w1ll be needed to de-
c1de the national champion Wed-
nesday should ECS win today.
VSC and ECS battled tooth
and nail until the bottom of the

last frame when first baseman .

John Bruton, second-bagger Al
Haberen, and catcher Micki
Redmon teamed up for back-to-
back singles to break a 2-2 tie,

The Warriors from Williman-
tic, scored first in the bottom of
the second and watched VSC tie
it at 1-all in the top of the fifth.

Moving ahead again in the
hottom of the sixth, enly to be
tied for the second time, at 2-
all another Blazer rally in the
top of the seventh, ECS finally
moved ahead for good in the
ninth,

The two teams battled a 97 de-
gree heat in the late afternoon
sun for a one-hour and 45 min-
ute game.

The victory gave big right-

hander John Caneria a 10-3 rec-
ord after he fanned a dozen bat-
ters and walked one while giv-
ing up six hits and two runs. He
had just been announced as a
second team NAIA All-America
winner. His victory boosted the
Warriors to a 31-8 record.

Pat Arnett, taking his second
loss of the tournament, both of
which Thomas said he shouldn’t
have lost, dropped {o an 8-4 rec-
ord for the year.

He struck out nine batlers,
walked one and gave up Il hits
while batting in both runs for his
team.

Designated hitter for the war-
riors, Bill Azal, showed why with
three hits and one run and an
RBI in four times at bat. A-
mong his laurels were a triple
after which he scored the first
run.

The {riple came in the bottom
of the second when he pounded

one over the head of center
fielder Sam Bowen. After an
out Bruton singled him in.

VSC tied it when first base-
man Steve Jones walked
and scored on Arneft’s single,
which bobbled out of the ECS
center fielder’s bands in the top
of the fifth but neither team was
through.

In the next frame, Warrior
centerfielder Tom Somcrs dou-
hicd and Azal returned to the
plate for another hil, which
Bowen bohbled, allowing Som-
ers to score.

Tying the game once again in
the top of the seventh, VSC’s
Jerome Register singled, went
to third on Jones’ double and
scored on Arnetie’s fielder's
choice bunt.

The ninth frame, however,
spelled defeat for VSC when
after two outs, Keemon finally
singled in Bruton.

BLAZER BOXSCORFE
Valdosta
Sumner C
Tripp, 2B
Felis LF
Rowen CF
Rezister RF
Jonos 1B
Fields SS
Arnetie P
White 3B [
TOTALS
Bastern Conn, .. __ ..
Richmen  SS e

\731 NH .
Laveecchiz 28
Rruton. IR
Habdrern 2B
Keemon C -
Caneira P
TOTALS

VSC . ... ... 00O 010
ECS .. .. t10 01 ¢o !—3-|1
E — Bouwen.. Jones. Arneite, \hite, Ca.
niera, Haherern.
DP — Fields to Tripp to Jones, Rxch
mon to Haberern to Brutor.
LOB — VSC ¢, ECS 7
B — Jones Somers
3B — Asal
SB — Felts, Somers. Haberen 2.
SAC - Fields, Arnette.

ip h r er bh 3o
Arneite (L-§-0) -9 1133 1 e
Capeira (W-10-) .. 4 6 22 1 12
PB Sumner
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1974 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE BLAZERS

It is assumed that after a great year (like the 1973 Blazer season) always
leads to a great recruiting advantage for the next campaign. This is not neces-
siarly so, as Coach Tommy Thomas found after the Phoenix trip. He spent the
greater part of the recruiting season attempting to advance through tournaments,
and it was the middle of June before he hit the road; and found some top talent
already gone.

But Thomas had college baseball's best outfield returning with Gene Felts
in left, Sam Bowen in center, and Jerome Register in right. Valdostan Darrell
Branam (.326) would be behind the plate, while red-shirts Jeff Greenhalgh (.231,
first), and Pete Reeves (.271, short) would man infield positions. He recruited
Dan Alford (.189) for second, and Steve Sumner (.286; Frank's cousin, who would
share play with returnee Marty Bishop, .271)for third, and that left the big
position (pitching) to be tackled.

VSC had lost the heart of its 1973 staff, with the departures of Arnett, and
Daney, but returned Marty LeFiles (2-2, 4.50 ERA), Dan Chadwick (3-3, 3.12 ERA),
and Rick Bowers (6-0, 0.90 ERA), although. much more depth was needed. This was
solved, after decision delays, and long recruiting battles, when JC transfers
Dan Darden, and Foster Foran, and high schoolers Bill Petty, and Steve McDiffitt
“decided to join the Blazer fold. ,

Valdosta State began their quest for another NAIA World Series, and the
initial South Atlantic Conference championship, with a twin-bill sweep of Shorter,
behind Darden (7-2, 2.20 ERA), and Petty (11-2, 2,02 ERA). But it was not easy,
early going, as the Blazers stood 6-5 at one point, before ending with a 35-10,
regular season mark. Recruits shined early, as Foran (.405) assumed the DH duties,
and had 18 RBI's in 11 games, before being sidelined with a broken wrist, and later
for the entire season, with a broken ankle. Petty had the best ever year for a
frosh pitcher, and Darden (.368) took over the DH job with much success. McDiffitt
(5-1, 3.52 ERA) was rained-out of his first two starts, but later defeated Lewis
(NAIA National champs), Georgia Southern (33-2, and ranked 4th. in the nation), and
Florida State, to earn his nickname of '"The Giant Killer."

Darden gave up his pitching career once he became the designated hitter, and
at one point in the season went 25x38. He was also prone to slumps, however, and
as he hit it, it seemed the rest of the team followed. Register (.347) had another
super year, while Felts (.290) had an off-year, for him. The two-time All-American,
senior had 34 RBI's, and 10 doubles, and played great defense. Bowen (.344) became
VSC's second, first-team, All-American, as the Brunswick , centerfielder displayed
great play all season. His impression helped further the reputation of Blazer base-
ball, nation wide. At the season's end, all three outfielders were drafted, and
signed by professional teams. Of all the nation's colleges, no other school could
boast this fact.

The South Atlantic Conference proved no obstacle, as VSC ran up a 16-2 league
mark, far ahead of second-place Columbus (12-8). The Blazers 35-10, regular season
log was a record. All set to enter the NAIA District tourney, Coach Thomas opted
for the NCAA Regional in Lakeland, Fla., where three of the nation's six top-ranked
(small college) teams lay in wait.

VSC simply destroyed the opposition in Lakeland, smothering Rollins (13-6),
and bombing Eckerd twice (11-4 and 15-3; sandwiched between an 8-5 loss). Bowen
got the MVP trophy, and also was given the nod for both centerfielder and pitcher




on the All-Regional tourney team. Both LeFiles and Petty pitched well, while
Darden and Greenhalgh, especially, murdered the ball.

In their first trip to Springfield, 111., and the Division |1} World Series,
the Blazers were ousted in two straight games. New Orleans blasted a host of
VSC pitchers 13-9 (Bowen had 3-hits), and New Haven won a 1-0 squeaker, although
Petty pitched a great game. The final log of 38-13 solidified Valdosta State as
a legitimate small college power, especially with their NCAA success.
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TA STAIE

197 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 38 - lost 13

AB R H Bl AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
Foster Foran, dh 42 12 17 18 .hos 3 0 2 1
Dan Darden, dh 106 25 39 . 8 .368 L o0 o 7 .
Jerome Register, rf 150 32 52 29 .347 8 3 1 10
Sam Bowen, cf 160 52 55 37 . 344 1M1 6 7 20
Darrell Branam, ¢ 132 28 43 34 .326 7 0 3 2
Gene Felts, 1f 183 39 53 30 .290 . 10 4 0O 14
Steve Sumner, 3b 98 16 28 15 .286 3 1 0 3
Pete Reeves, ss 96 17 26 4 271 3 0 O 3
Marty Bishop, 3b 85 9 23 15 271 5 1 0 2
Jeff Greenhalgh, 1b 117 20 27 26 .231 2 1 3 2
Dan Alford, 2b 127 19 24 18 .189 3 2 1 12
Bill Parsons, ss 4e 12 8 4 174 1 0 0 3
Jerry Dennis, 1b L 3 7 3 .159 1 0 O 1
TOTALS 1491 304 427 250 .286 63 18 17 86

(Lark Hahn, of 7-3, .429; Jim Roquemore, ¢ 7-3, .429; Vince Musashe, 2b
32-9, .281; Ralph Starling, of 24-6, .250; Marty LeFiles, p 6-1, .167;
Bill Petty, p 29-3, .103)

G 1P H R ER BB SO W~L E.R/A,

Rick Bowers 9 50 36 11 5 27 25 6-0 0.90
Bill Petty 14 80.1 64 24 18 24 30 11-2 2,02
Dan Darden 13 69.2 48 32 17 42 56 7-2 2.19
Dan Chadwick 10 57.2 53 25 20 28 21 3-3 3.12
Steve McDiffitt 9 46 42 21 18 18 19 5-1 3.52
Marty LeFiles 16 Ly 43 27 22 18 17 2-2 4 .50
TOTALS 51 397 344 174 123 191 207 38-13 2.79

(Jim Roquemore 0-0, 0.00; Foster Foran 2-2, 3.95; Sam Bowen 2-1, 4.15;
Tony Ferrera 0-0, 4.50; Bill Parsons 0-0, 9.00)
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VALDOSTA STATE

1974 Baseball Yoy

FINAL SCORES B
won 38 - lost 13

VSC 9, Shorter .........co..... 4 VSC 4, Augusta .......ceevun... 0
i VSC 7, Shorter .........coueen. 4 VSC 8, Armstrong State ....... 0
(L) vsC 4, Vanderbilt ............ 8 VSC 12, Armstrong State ....... 4
(L) vsC 5, Vanderbilt ............ 8 VSC 15, Florida State ......... 1
- VSC L4, Morris Harvey ......... 3 VSC 18, Southern Tech ......... 3
VSC 10, Morris Harvey ......... 0 VSC 6, Southern Tech ......... 5
(L) vVSC 2, Morris Harvey ......... 7 (L) vSC 3, Columbus «v..evvvvunn... 7
VSC 3, Bowling Green State ... 2 VSC 5, Columbus .............. b
(L) VSC 1, Georgia ....ovvunvnnnnn. 3 VSC 10, Georgia Southwestern .. 7'
VSC 7, Ashland ............... 2 VSC 4, West Georgia .......... 3¢
(L) VSC 0, Ohio vvvvrrrrnennnnnnn. 7 VSC 2, West Georgia .......... 1t
VSC 5, Ohio t.ivverinnnnennnnns 3 VSC 2, Albany State .......... 1
VSC 1, Mercer-Atlanta ........ 0 VSC 4, Albany State .......... 3
VSC 7, Mercer-Atlanta ........ 1 (L) VSC 1, Mercer .....oeeeeeenn.. 2
VSC 8, Georgia Southwestern .. 1 VSC 6, AUguUSta .vvevnvvennennns 0
(L) vSC 3, Florida State ......... 6 VSC 1, AugusSta .eveeenevrnnnn. 0
VSC 4, Erskine «...vvivevnnn.. 1
VSC 3, Mercer .......ccevvve.. 0 NCAA SOUTH ATLANTIC REGIONAL
VSC 5, Southern Tech ......... 3 Lakeland, Fla.
VSC 8, Southern Tech ......... 0 VSC 13, Rollins vevveennnnnnnn. 6
VSC 6, Armstrong State ....... 1 VSC 11, Eckerd ...cvvvinennnn.. L
. (L) VSC 5, Armstrong State ....... 6 (L) VSC 5, Eckerd ...cvvveunnnnn.. 8
VSC 6, Lewis vovevennennnnnn.. 5 VSC 15, Eckerd ....covevuvne.n. 3
(L) VSC 6, LeWis vvvvvrunennnnnnn. 7 v
. VSC 11, Columbus .............. 6 NCAA DIVISION Il WORLD SERIES
VSC 6, Columbus .............. 3 Springfield, I11.
VSC 6, Georgia Southern ...... 3 (L) vSC 9, New Orleans ........... 13
VSC 5, Georgia Southern ...... 4 (L) VSC 0, New Haven ............. 1
VSC 3, Augusta ............... 0

. Thomas and Bowen



March 9
, , 123 456 7 R H E
Shorter seseeeeecsess 103 000 0 - 4 8 3
Valdosta State ..... 000 342 x - 9 10 O
Wright, Dean (5) & McGinnis; Darden &
Branam. (Felts 2x4; Bowen 3x4, 2b-2b-2b;
Branam 2b, 2 rbi's) ‘WP~ Darden (1-0),
LP- Wright (0-1)

123 456 7 R H
ShOI‘teI’ ooootooo..ooc OOO 1300-4 4 2
Robbins, Johnston (4) & Summers, McGinnis (5);
Petty & Branam. (Felts 2x3; Branam 2 rbi's)
WP- Petty (1-0), LP- Robbins (0-1)

(o)

March 10

123 456 7 R H E
Vanderbilt ....ce0.. 202 000 4 -~ 8 10 1
Valdosta State ..... 000 202 O - 4 7 5

Coyne, Palmore (7) & Tinsley; Foran, LeFiles

(3), L. Felts (7) & Branam, Foran (3). (Felts
2x3; Reglster 3b, 3 rbi's) WP~ Coyne (2-0),
LP- LeFiles (0-1)

123 456 7 R H E
Vanderbilt LI I N A N Y 020 0132"8 11 1
Valdosta State ..... 000 005 0 ~ 5 9 3

Wilson, Rhodes (6), Palmore (7) & Garcia;
Bowen, McDiffitt (6), Ferrera (7) & Foran.
(Alford 2 rbi's; Foran 3x3, HR, 2 rbi's;
Dennis 2x4, Starling 2x4) WP~ Wilson (1-1),
LP- Bowen (O-1)

March 11
123 456 789 1011 R
Morris Harvey ...... 000 €20 100 0 0 - 3
Valdosta State L3N I OOO OO] 200 O 1 - 4
Glover, Farrell (8) & Cappuccio; Chadwick & Foran.
(Foran 2x5, 2b, 2 rbi's; Register 3x5) WP- Chadwick
(1-0), LP- Farrell (0-1)

H
8
8

(S

March 12

123 456 789 R H B
Morris Harvey ...... 000 O0C0 000 - O 7 5
Valdosta State ..... 000 261 O1x =10 15 1
Francls & Capoucclo; Bowers & Branam, Roquemore
(8). (Foran 3x3, 2b, HR, 5 rbi's; Reeves 2x3;
Felts 2x5; Dennis 2x%) WP- Bowers (1-0), LP-
Francls (0-2)




March 13
123 456 789 R H E
Morris Harvey eeeeseees 000 005 002 - 7 8 1
Valdosta State ...e... 200 000 000 - 2 9 5 :
Farrell & Cappuccio; Darden & Foran, Roquemore (7). 3
- (Felts 2x4, 3b; Reglster 2x4; Petty 2x4) WP- Farrell
(1-1), LP- Darden (1-+1)

March 20
123 456 7 ‘R H E
Bowling Green State .. 010 100 0 - 2 6 1
Valdosta State eeeeess 200 100 x - 3 6 O
Hale, Prilling (5) & Owen; Petty, LeFiles (6)
& Branam, WP~ Petty (2-0), LP- EHale (0-1)

123 456 7 R H E
GeOrgia S e0000000sOR OOO 210 0 - 34 4 0
Valdosta State ¢eeeeee 000 1000 -1 2 3
Ivie, Tripp (6) & O'Conner; Darden & Branam.
WP~ Ivie (1-0), LP- Darden (1-2)

March 21 - @ Mercer-Atlanta (2), rain

March 22
123 456 789 R H E

AShland So s et ss0e0e 000 110 OOO - 2 6 1
' Valdosta State es 00000 OOO 030 40x - 7 11 1

May, Woolford (7), Pedichord (8) & Rupert;
Bowers & Branam. (Sumner 2x5, 2b; Felts 2x4, 2b;
Bowen 2b, 2 rbi's; Greenhalgh 2x5) WP~ Bowers
(2-0), LP- May (1-1)

March 23
123 456 7 R H
OhiO ® 00 0eesrOobsOOEIERTDS Ooo 304 O e 7 11
Valdosta State I E Y KN 000 OOO 0 b 0 5
Tobik & Robertson; Chadwick, Ferrera (6
Roquemore (7) & Branam. (Felts 2x4, 2b)
WP- Toblk (2-0), LP- Chadwick (1-1)

E
1
1
)»

‘ C 123 456 7 R H E *
Ohio ®000 P00 cess st doo 01’ OOO 1 - 3 8 2
Valdosta State .eeeeee 040 100 x - 5 3 1
Corron, Williams (4) & Nichelson, Robertson (6);
Foran & Brenam. (Bishop 2b, 2 rbi's) WP- Foran
(1-0), LP- Corron (O~1)

March 24

123 456 7T R H E
Mercer-Atlanta .eee... 000 000 O - 0O O 1
Valdosta State ....... 001 OCOO X =1 2 O
Hurst & Reed; Darden & Branam. (Reglster
2x2, HR) WP- Darden (2-2), LP- Hurst (2-2)




123 456 7 R H E
‘Mercer-Atlanta eeeeses 000 000 1 -1 T 2
Valdosta State RN 005 020 X o 7 8 2

Caldwell, Hunter (5) & Reced; Petty & Brananm,
Roquemore (7). (Bowen 3x3) Wp- Petty (3-0),
LP~ Caldwell (2-2)

March 25 - MacMurray (2), rain

March 27
123 456 789 R H E
Ga. Southwestern ..... 100 0CO 000 - 1 4 3
Valdosta 5tate eeees.. 301 030 01x - 8 8 3
Sprewell, Cartilage (5) & Strong; Bowers,
McDiffitt (9) & Branam. (Felts 2x5; Bowen 2 rbi's)
WP- Bowers (2-0), LP- Sprewell (2-3)

March 30
123 456 789 R H E
Florida State sevoecssoe 120 030 OOO - 6 11 3
Valdosta State so0ceoe 010 001 010 had 3 1] 5
Farmer, Rothschild (6), Kelly (8) & Tandlich,
Drews (9); Foran, LeFiles (5) & Branam. (Darden
2x6; Felts 3x5, 2b; Branam 2x5; Reeves 2x4) .
WP~ Farmer (3-1), LP- Foran (1-1)

April 1
123 456 789 R H E
ErSklne ebooosovsosesse OOO 100 OOO - 1 2 2
Valdosta State e e oSO 010 102 OOX - 4 7 3
Hirst & Pendley, Line (8); Darden & Branam.
(Reeves 2x3; Bowen 2x3, 2b; Foran 3 rbi's)
WP~ Darden (3-2), LP- Hirst (1-1)

April 2 -~ Erskine, rain

April 4
123 456 789 R H E
Mercer RN NN N N OOO OOO OOO bnd O 1 2 “
Valdosta State ....... OO1 001 O1x -3 8 O 62
Hart, Yopp (7) & Dennis; Chadwick & Branam.
(Bowen 2x3; Register 2x3, 2b, 2 rbi's) WP~
Chadwick (2-1), LP- Hart (2-2)

April 6 '}
123 456 7 R H E

Southern TeCh .ceeeeess 000 120 0 -3 6 3

Valdosta State seeeees 040 010 X =5 9 3

Braun & Newman; Foran, LeFlles (6) & Branam.
(Register 3x3; Sumner 2x3) WP- Foran (2-1),
LP- Braun (0-2) ,




123 456 7 R H E
Southern Tech .seeeeeses OO0 COO O -0 2 1
'} Valdosta State .ceeeeee 020 132 x ~ 8 10 1
Prince, Benson (6), Mersfelder (6) & Newman;
Petty & Branam, Roquemore (7). ( Bowen 2x4, 2b,
2 rbl's; Register 3x3; Branam 2x3, 2b; Alford
: 3 rbi's) WP~ Petty {4-0), LP~ Prince (0-3)

: April 9 @ Savannah, Ga.
123 456 7 R H E
Valdosta State seeeeee 040 0200 -6 5 3
Armstrong State ...... 000 001 O =1 6 2
Darden, LeFiles (6) & Branam; Maner & Barnhill.
(Branam HR, 3 rbi's; Aiford HR) WP~ Darden (4-2),
LP~- Maner (3-2)

123 456 7 R H E
Valdosta State 'R EEN N OOO 030 2 hend 5 4 2
Armstrong State eeesee. 000 330 x - 6 8 1
Bowers, Lefiles (4), Chadwick (5) & Branam;
Moore, Zettler (5), Bumpardner (7) & Graham.
(Sumner 2 rvi's; Foran 2x4, 2 rbi'’s) VP~ Zettler
(2-0), LP- LePiles (0-2)

April 10 .
. 123 456 789 R H E
LeWiS e ees o000t OOO 100 310 bt 5 11 6
. Valdosta State eveeese 000 300 0O3x - 6 11 2
Fick, Quigley (8) & Raranak; McDiffitt, LeFiles
(9) & Branam. (Register 2x4; Branam 3x4, 2b;
Sumner 3 rbi's) WP~ McDiffitt (1-0), LP- Fick (2-1)

123 456 789 R H E
LeWiS ¢ 5 0000000000000 003 003 001 b 7 7 O
Valdosta State .s.eee.es 411 000 000 - 6 11 5
Brennan & Baranak; Foran, Bowers (9) & Branam.
(Darden 2x4; Register 2 rbi's; Branam 2x5, HR;
Bishop 2x4; Reeves 2x3) WP- Brennan (4-0), LP-
Foran (2-2)

April 13 & 14 - @ West Georgia (2), wet grounds?

April 16

123 456 7 R
ColUumbDUS seeecossssses 002 400 O - 6
1

H E
8 1
Valdosta State s..eeee 404 003 x -1 1 1

1

Wright & Chester; Darden, LeFiles (5) & Branan.
(Felts 3x4, 2b-2b, 4 rbi's; Register 2 rbi's;
Branam 2 rbi's; Bishop 2x3) WP- Darden (5-2),
LP- Wright (2-7)




123 4567 R H

COlumbUS e ® ¢ s 000 0B R0 jOO OOO O fad 3 4
Valdosta State ...... 023 100 x = 6 9
tarschand, Wittt (3), lallory (6) & Chester;
~Petty & Branam, (Fclts 2x5, 2b; Reglster 2x3)
2b, 3b) WP~ Petty (5-0), LP~ Marschand (5=-4)

B
1
1

April 18
1234567 R H E
Georglia Southern ..... 000 300 0 - 3 8 2
Valdosta 5tate seeee.. 300 003 x - 6 5 2
Beck & Salter; MeDiffitt & Bronam. (Darden
2x3; Reglister 2 rbi's; Alford 2 rbi's) vwp-
McDiffitt (2-0), LP- Beck (3-2)

123 456 7 R H
Georgla Southern ..... 020 020 0 - 4 8
5 7
&

- =

Valdosta State oo o0 aaoe 032 OOO X =
Kruppa & Cclter; LeFiles, Petty (5)
(Greenhalgh HR, 3 rbi's) WP- Petty (6-0

Kruppa (3-1)

aname.

B
), LP-

- B O

April 20
123 456 7 R H
AuguSta se 000000 es0nrs OOO OOO O - O 4
ValdOSta State oo e s 002 100 X = 3 4
Brown & Tillman; Bowers & Branam. WP=-
(4-0), LP- Brown (1-3)

123 456 7

AUgUSta secccensesasss 000 000 0 - 0

Valdosta Stat2 ,...... 010 030 x - 4
Sulcher O X E SR FAPS I o) S 4

TF T R Twr$ L. {7 oy e - . ¥ ',7
WP- Caadwici {.3“‘1- ), Lo~ poacner (:;3-))

DI GV R o]
N\ g

pe ey
4

April 23
123 456 7 R H
Armstrong State oo 0 000 OOO OOO O - O 5
Valdosta State ....... 200 105 x = 8 12
Bumcardner & Barnhill; Petty & Branan,
(Darden 3x4; Branam 2x4, 2 rbi's; Sumner 2x2,
2b-2b; Greenhalch 2 rbi's) Wb~ Petty (7-0),
LP- Bumgardner (6-2)

E
2
1

123 456 7 R H E

Armstrong State ...... 200011 O - 4 6 2
Valdosta State ....0u.. 471 000 X =12 12 3

Haner, Holland (1), Zcttler (2) & Graham;
Tarden, Petty (2), Leslles (7)) & branam,
Rouucrore (U).  (Zowea Zu3, Ly, 3 zoi's; solts
x4, 2b=2b; Rosister 2b, 2 rbi's; Bishop 2x3, 2b,
2 rbi's; Greenhalgh 2 rbi's) Wi~ Petty (8-0),
LP- Maner (4-3)




April 24 @ Tallahassee, Fla.
123 456 789 R H E

Valdosta State .eeeee. 333 020 103 =15 14 3
Florida State o000 PO s e OOO 100 OOO - 1 4 6

McDiffitt & Branam; Herring, Rothchils (2),
‘Brown (3), Farmer (5), Mayer (9) & Lugo.
(Darden 2x4; Felts 2x5, 3b, 4 rbi's; Register
2 rbi's; Alford 2x4; Parsons 3x3, 2 rbi's)
WP- McDiffitt (3-0), LP- Herring (4-4)

April 27 @ Marletta, Ga.
123 456 7 R H E

Valdosta State eeceesse 320 613 3 =18 23 3
Southern TeCh oG 0o 101 OOO 1 - 3 10 4

Bowers, LeFiles (6) & Branam, Roquemore (6);
Mersfelder, Gillum (4) & Newman., (Darden 3x3,
2b; Felts 4x5, 6 rbi's; Alford 2x2; Bishop 2x5,
2 Tbi's; Greenhalgh 2x2; Reeves 2x4) WP- Bowers
(5-0), LP~- Mersfelder (O0-=4)

123 456 78 R H E
Valdosta State ..eeees 001 111 11 - 6 10 1
Southern TeCh seeeeees 200 102 00 = 5 11 4
Chadwick, Darden (6) & Branam; Prince & Newman,
(Darden 2x4, 2b; Reglster 2x5; Sumner 2x3, 2 rbi's)
WP- Darden (5=-2), LP- Prince (1-7)

April 30 @ Columbus, Ga.
123 456 7 R H E
Valdosta State seeesees 200 000 1 - 3 11 2
COLUMDUS eseesossvscese 402 001 X - 7 12 2
Petty, LeFlles (2) & Branam; Marschand & Chester.
(Darden 2x4; Bowen 2x4, HR, 2 rbi's; Reglster 2x4,
2b; Branam 2x3) WP- Marschand (9-5), LP- Petty (8-1)

May 1 @ Americus, Ga.
123 456 789 R H E
Valdosta State eeeeees 401 400 001 -10 9 4
Ga. Southwestern ..... 000 201 103 - 7 5 4
Darden & Branam; Sprewell, Cartilage (4) &
Strong. (Greenhalgh 2 rbi's) WP~ Darden (6-2),
LP- Sprewell (6-7) _

May 3 @ Macon, Ga.
123 456 789 R H E
Valdosta State ceesees 100 000 000 - 1 3 2
Mercer RN K B R RN B Y S N A 020 OOO OOX hand 2 7 1
Chadwick & Branam; Yopp & Dennlis. WP- Yopp
(6-3), LP- Chadwick (3-2)

123 45 7 R
Valdosta State EEEXEXE] 100 022 O - 5 1
COlUumbUS eescesesessas 010 200 1 - 4 6 1
McDiffitt, Petty (7) & Branam; Wright, witt (6)
& Balley. (Darden 4x4; Bowen 2x4) WP- McDiffitt
(4-0), LP- wright (5-8)

om

E
o




May 4 - with VSC ahead 4-2 in the 4th, with the bases
loaded, and one out, a cloud-burst (named
the Archie Drip, by "Little 'D'") raoined-out
a win over West Georgia; but the next dayeee

May 5
123 456 7 R
West Georgia ®S 2000000 200 OOO 1 - 3
Valdosta State ...eeee 001 002 1 = 4
. Bennett, Camp (6) & Jandl; Petty & Branam.
(Bowen 2x4, HR, 2b, 2 rbi's; Brananm 2x3, 2b,
2 rbi's) WP~ Petty (9~1), LP- Camp (12=3)

123 456 7 R H E
West Georgla ...seeeee 000 010 O = 1 3
Valdosta State ....e.. 000 020 x - 2 3 1
Camp, Hewkirk (4) & Lewis; Bowers & Branam.
WP- Bowers (6-0), LP- Newkirk (4-4)

~ &

May 6 @ Albany, Ga.
123 456 789 R H
Valdosta State ....... 000 000 101 - 2 3
Albany State eoecsovose 010 OOO OOO -~ 1 2
LeFlles, Darden (4), Bowen (7) & Roquemor
Branam (4); Harris & McConnell. WP~ Boven
LP~ Harris (3-1)

E
1

2
e’
(1-

1),

May 9
o 123 456 789 10 R H E
Albany State .seeeeeees 100 100 000 1 - 311 1
Valdosta State ....... 010 010 000 2 - 4 T 1
McConnell, Harris (10) & Stroble, McConnell (10);
Chadwick, Darden (6) & Branam. (Bowen HR; Musashe
3x4, 2 rbi's) WP~ Darden (7-2), LP- Harris (3-2)

May 11 @ Augusta, Ga, '

123 456 7 R H E

Valdosta State .eveses 200 040 O - 6 8 1

AuguST2 ceveeescosnses Q00 Q00 0O - 0 2 4
MCDiffitt & Branam; Fitzgerald, Belcher (5)

& Tillman., (Bowen 2x4, HR, 2b; Branam 2x3)

WP- MeDiffitt (5-0), LP- Fitzgerald (0-5)

123 456 7 R H E
Valdosta State " e o000 OOO 001 O - 1 O 1
AUguSta e 0000000 v0vs e OOO OOO O had O 4 2
Petty & Branam; Brown & Crawford. WP=- Petty
(10-1), LP~- Brown (3-4)



blazers’

By MIKE CHASON i
fawiut glad to see Sam (Boscen)

Junio r righthande: D""Rcau'h that last one.”” Darden
Dal‘(lcn was tvhc man ol the how laughed, He is now 22 on the
at Bluzer field Sunday when he' (o)

e /SC's  first  no-hifter” :
Qil:;c]:d'rm\) s t Dowen  simply  ran duwn @
SR _ fdvive Lo center ficld turnaiz it

And derome ]‘C'o'“c;“ PG g @ routine Hyout to end the
}dnsu second at?:eh(tahi‘r) [“S.‘:X‘]]m‘*;game and preserve the shutout,
10me  run i doi ‘ e .

ome o . . .g‘ Valdosta Stale’s fast no-hitter
for the gume's only score in| rior {o Darden’s came in 1970
the Blazer's 1-0 victory over;’-’,l I\'((' * purde and Stey
Mercer of Atlanta {when Leltay Purdy and Steve
: ' ‘ ’ ) !Sargius piicned back-tn-back no-

In the second game of the .

! hit cames against Shorter,
twin-hill; lefthander Billy Petly; Ig}aqdm‘ Hh\' hoie  run
hurled six consecutive inningsi |, q o -.l""l } - ‘,‘.'.
of shutout ball before e Hawks! re3ister cracked the only ather
icked up one run in the ]ag‘“B!arcr hit off Mercer-Allanta’s
Fl:ame t(l)pm'ik‘e the final score, Mike Hurst with a single in the

- ; o R Y fifth.

7-1 with the Blazers on lop. , S ,
Darden. a Macon. Gooria! Hurst had a fine day himscll

11:1‘;\"' ' ;ll‘l‘l(l" ‘out “tive ,‘!‘”ZI by steiking out five and walking
uve SUTUCK R e . . Vo, .

: R Plwa, but his tecord fell to 1.2
waiked only onc. Rica Christou,; two. )'u. ]m; :;N-(.) ‘ O'h ‘~1 701
designated hitter, was the only; In the nightcap, tae Blazers
Hawk bascrunner in the third:scored five runs in the third
inning cand two in the {ifth to capture

g. : : T )

e « stheir third  straight win and
“ - o h“ Lo =
m.xﬁif’clf-] 1\}:,?“{]“()}],11112:;*’ g?i’n:l Cifourth in the last five gaines,
arden said : " opeuty upped his record to 3-0
Darden said. ot . ) .
“My arm was hurting )’.C”\/i“‘llh the triumpit. He showed
bad before lhe‘ yrme b&utl anc}gsupm'h control all atiernoon by
1 got started é(tlhehbal! w“fwn“:ing only onc and whiffing
[ el “”1 three.
movinz real well. {t ¢
“In the late innings, I was

foetting stronger, but 1 was

Darden, in the designated
hitter's vole, singled to left in

the third inning to sturt the
action. AMarty Bishep foilowed
him wih a hase on balls, and
Bowen drove Darden home wilh
another single.

Bishop scored a second later
when {he leftficlder, Chuck
| Gillman, thiew the ball away
on the relay. Bowen went to
third on the play.

Darrell  Branam  and  Jeff
Greenhalgh then diesww walks to
Joad the bases.

Jerome Register comtipued his
heroies by lofting a double just
inside the richt ficld foul line
to plale Bowen and Bill Par-
sons, who came in as a courlesy
runner for Branam.

In the fifth, Mercer-Atlania
relief  pitcher  Gene  Hunter
walked Bowen. [he falented
Blazer centerficlder, who went
3-3 in the game, then went to
sccond on a passed ball.

Branam  waited oul another
walk, and Greenhalzh advanced
both runners with nis houncer
to  the [first bascman, Joe
Daniel.

Lark  Hahn, Dbatting  for
Register, then slammed his first
hit of the yeuar, driving Bowcen
home.

Bill Parsons, hitting for Dan
Alford. then pounded a safety
to bring in Jim Roquemare,
running for Branam, for the
final tally.

Head coach Tommy Thomas
was proud of Darden and Petty,
but equally pleased by the
Blazer defense.

“We had greal pitching and
outstanding defense in  botit
games today,” Thomas said.

“Our defense has looked real
good since we made our change
a few games ago,” he con-
tinued.

The change Thomas was
referving to was moving Dan
Alford irom shortstop to second
base and addinz Pcte Reeves
to the lincup at shortstop,

“Reeves  has  made  some
{remendous plays at short, In
fact, the whole dejense is not
onty making the rouwting play,
but the really fough play also,

“If owr hilling would just

_ M

come around, we'd he in really
great shape. o

“Of course, with good pitching
amd  delense, we- could con-
ceivably stay in every game,
but gosd hitling ‘would make
things a Iot simpler,” he added.

The Blazers are now 9-5 on’
the vear. They wete scheduled |
to take  on McMutray Coliege |
(Iltinois) ftoday in a
doubleheader  beginning at 2
DM, .
1 Thomas had  slated rookie |
Steve MceDiffit to start the first
game, and Valdostan Marty
LeFiles in the second.

Mereer-Alanta
Gilhmen. o
Maya 2b
Hutcheson, 3%
Lherhird, ss
Reed. ¢
brariet  of
Watker. rf
Yiruzdlo, ih
Kruw-lo, b

{ miston olt
Hurst, p
Totals
Valdosia State
Sumner, h
Dennis, dh
Felis.. U
Bowen, cf
Branam. ¢
Greenhalgh, 1b
Greenbalgh, 1L
Teenister 1l
Albwd, 2H
Keques, ss
Darden, p
Totals -
Merveer-AlJanta o0 6
VSC

3 -~ Eberhavg .
LOB —-VSC 3, M-A O,
HR -- Register :

<
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Hurst  (L-1-21) ]
Daiden (w-2-2) ?

SECUND GAME

Wereer-Atianta
Hutcheson, Th
Uherhard, ss
Paricl, b,
Teed. ¢
*hriston. ¢f
Mavo, 2n
Walker, 1t
Gitiman ¢
Wiisen, dh
Caldwell, p
Hun'er, p
Totaly

vec

Uarden. dh
Pishop. 3b
Feits, if
Rowen, of
Rranam. ¢
Cresnhalzhy, 16
Regeter, ¢l
Alfard b
Recves. as
Pet'v. p
My«ashelp
Hahn, ph
Tarscas, 2h
Paquemore, ¢
Twmals
Vercer-Aflanta 000 000 1-1.7.
vse . - 005 020 X ~1.8-.
¥ - Reeves, Rranam, Reed, Gillman.
LOB-M-A 6 VSC 7,

/B — Reyister i
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" By JULIAN MILLER

give the Blasers whal was tooruns an

the  sinih

when Fuoltsjand Foran, Regiater slammied ’
' 4 a St olleg . e the winoing marein. deamed p foe Faster Foran forilus triple to score both of them
Valdosta State College’s| Ty gen s basesdouded o double stead to score one runjand give VSC the 5-3 lead.

Blazers ‘used their MO s g IR, PR Dy LTI the . .
§ R i nitting effort of thc"f.u ider's clhee seored Sev HI bz..ymup became ‘.u_! The Blazers made it thore
productive hitling iSumner  and  afters  Bowen!leading VSU Bomeran hittery g 5 o0 i when
season and the vight arms OF wiilked 1o load the bases agiun wih a wo-rui shet over telAlford singled, and. scored of
two pitchers (o bury Columbus iyope sinnned o three suniloft ficld fence, his third roundiyy e ‘s second sacrifice fly of
Uollege 116 and then tally tog - ; . cer  rmaner of e seis {Darden’s second sacriice Iy o
ANy the Cousat {double Dhefore being cut down tpper of the season, the day
P K oy o N ars K 1 . Je
9@3 viclory over _" -_(m“‘l going to thrd. I Lefiles, who veplaced an In-} . .
in Gtwge South  Atlantic Cen-| ™ e T T " . o1 Thomas., who  was  thrilled.
baseball games here! The Coupars had picked vy jured Don Davden on the mound] it the Blazer hitting was just
!ergnu‘, ~ hasebiil - pamts shree move runs o when Donzat the heginning of the faai ! v\lu" l(‘/;("h ‘l‘l ”‘h‘“‘l*‘ﬁ(g"b[ *
¢ . . . . . . as 1Y ¢ . .
Tuesday. ) C{Crawlord singled ino Jelt B Siuming, picked up his thid S;IW:ll.{-t})xleﬂbﬁ(nd“l’?'ﬂnv)e pitching ot
Following the explosive hit-fdlief and  Steve  Helns cadow the season giving up ey o s o
ting. of senior AlbAmerica | Horpe  smzled  in Ceawlordsone lut and a0 hase on habisy Leliles came in and did his
lefticlder  Gene  Felts  andihefore the controversy stavted to preserve Davden's {ifih win
catcher Daryl Branam and 1hepin the fowrth inning. fin seve starts,
retief  pitching  of Valdostal As — Crawlord o searcd.} In the second wame. Petty of g job. lis arm 1s, botheing
native Marty Lekiles, "J“ designated hitter Verlin !‘(-rl'._x"yh»ur.d himseif in trouble when him and he is to sce a doctor
Blazers turned in three scoringifailed to tuy up on Buteh Bellsja double, two singlos, tao Bice apout it today. And Bill Pelty
outbursts to stump the (_ml‘gé‘“*\tly ouf to Bowen and Wits ruied s balls a0 VsU crvor by enly gave up one hit aiter that
in» a controversy deluyedignt by base wmpire Tommy ban Alord e Bello oneser firgt inning. Te held his own.”

tisual ,L’n()dﬂjl‘m‘.—"""ﬁl.f';rlzns said,‘.-‘
‘But Inaden didn't do that bad!

Opéning game? Hughes  whern  the  Blazerstond Howard scoving rooms ansd The Blazers nlav h
Then the Power hilting ofitageed second buse. FColumbias ook o 30 tead in the w-‘t'm “”",““j‘_ play host to the
Jerome Register, another] Aftera heatod argument trom top of the fivst ining. nationally  yenowned  Georgia

Valdosta native, and  Sam|CC coacl, piaie wapire Jumes; But it was nat eoough for the Southern  Kagles i another
Rowen, VSC's talenled cen- Jennings veversed the decisioninow  H0-20 Cougiars as fbe twinbill at the Vo diamond on
terfielder. helped Bill Pettyland told the Blizers they nust Blazers furned on the scoving the  school’s  Notth Campus
chalk up his fifth win in five appeal  the  decision,” whichisteam in - the boltom  of - the Thyrsday beginaing at 1 p.m.

starts and give the Blazers a brought  un anwry  Temmyisecond.

clean sweep. » |'Thomas to the field. After shouty 1t was thew Revister slamped

In the [irst game, the now 15 minuies of discussion Porry:his double and seore on a
20:6 Blazers exploded for four|was alan ruled out withou! the fduplicate shot by Brannam. who
uns in the first and third in-|appeal. iseored on Alferd’s sacvifice fly
nings and three more. in the Horne then teamed up withito cut the CC lead 1o 3-2.
sixth for good measure whileiBill Chester on a double steall Bowen tied it up in the third
allpwing the visitors only (wo to bl‘mg in the fourth vun offwhen  he  powered a  solo
in the third and four- in thejthe inning and cut the lead 8-6;homerun over the 365-fool siun
fourth. but it was all she wrote foriin Jeft center field for his first

Cougar Ace Paul Wright, the Cougars. - ) ihomer of the sexson and alter
whe's two wins have been no-hil VSC  added three insuranceihack-o-hack doubles by Felts
shitouts, saw his dreams of
another zip go down the drain - )I i
18 . < aler TY: - -’ @ IFf -
when starting VSC nitcher Dan --4 PAISCI'S - L [/1 Cl((”(}g.—
‘Darden slammed his first pitch
over two diving infielders “for FIRST GAME .. ... . SECOND GaMIE .. .

(e T ineles “olumbu ab r hhi
the first of five straight singlesf . B 1 s poronm
ag the Blazers chalked up four}percy. an 3 0 1 ofueeme, ss 30 0 0
ruhs by their first four batters. [ymne. s 302 2 Efpen 1Y 00

= E . ell, 3h ! I Creswer. ¢ [ T B}

1he stubborn Cougars fought]cheder. o 20 o) e Y Iy o2 2
back in the third when Stevelpfloniid. th 1o o i ren, an 2 0 1 0

" . " . BFGOKS, ¢ 1.1 e, 1 . 2 0 0

Horne opered the hame with | tindtiel. 11 31 0 o n":‘l‘ml:,‘ n” 3 0 ?, oI
a double and Butch Belifems ) 2.0 1 ofcrasiord. o 3 98 0o o ‘

! - A rawtord. 24 23 Mtavschand, N !

followed it up with another tolwiicm. p 0 0 0 o \\J.';:,(,',""‘ v I 8

score 1lorne.. Bell then  tallied 1:‘:1“'&‘ 2 6 8 S| Mallary, p ¢ 0 6 o

8 O dusta A I ITY HRTY 2 3

orr. Bobby Howard's sacvificeinarden, p 372 1 T e e

e a L i

fly. Leites. p ' ; 0 ? o} arden, dh 30 0 1V

o . R lowen, ¢ ) . .

But as if insulled at thelemi RN It 31 2 ;,E
~uprising the Bluzers came on ;-;m-_:;n. b 37 1 ofroran, t 301 1
even stronger in the bottom of Jumer. ot PO TN 112 ﬂ
the frame when three hits, twofsranam. o 31 0 Esamners sy 3 0 1 ol

- : su or, 7 TATNONRS, 8§
base balls and a fielder’s choice Sishor, ity E A Do, x5 N 81
brought in four more runs {o]Beeves, ss 20t 0 Taak Mot 9 &

R : Totals 26 1B R shnbus A0 000 6 4}
: . T valdnta (DS RICENRA]
Columbus TP S UG IR T Chester Mtind .
Valdosta 404 001 ¢ SRR -- Myt Foran
on Catnnibas 3 Valdosia 4
F. — Crawlom?, Inadten oo Mawatd.  kForen, Regwier, Felty, *
DP ~ Bell to Chester to Howard Bianam
JA4ad — Colnbos 70 VSC S ity Register
R Perry, Hone, Bell, Hebme, Feigf B - Bowen
2. S e Chester Broeks, Pelte
HR — Wranam Tr o . : -
SR Murne, Clester, Felly, Poon N1 o AHand, Datden
H - Hoinegg et I h T er bh se
S~ Howlu. Lell Aias hond T
) SHe 5 5 0
Ip T er bbb oafiba RN R T I ]
Duvden (W, 503 4 5 6 & 5 Mallry [ I T R B
Lebkites 11 0 0 3 ofiteny (W, 50 v o4 3 2 82
| Wrikit (. 2-7) 6 11 111 6 BRWE - Marschand
.




“ "By MIKE CHASON

The powerful = Georgia
Southern College Eagles
swooped down on Blazer Field
Thursday carrying  an
amazng J3-2 reeord and Q
fourth place ranking in the
major eollese haseball poll
atoy their shoulders.

Bu! the weizht was a bit
too heavy, beeause it only
tank a pair of Vuldosta Stale
Colleze  freshmen  pitchers
with nothing to lose to topple
the Eagles from their perca
with  back-te-back  Blazer
hasehall victories by 6-3 and
.54 margins.

Steve  MceDiffit

from Now

distance in the first game
scattering eight Southern hits
and walkinz only one to raise
his record-to 2-0.

Ace reliever Marty LeFiles
started the nightcap, hut yield-
ed to lefthander Bill Pelly in
the fifth inning with the bases
lnaded and nobady out.

Petty, a Grove City, Ohio
native, allowed only twa hits
the rest of the way, boosting
his reeord to 6-0 on the year.

Blazer head coach Tomuny

Thomas didn't try to hold
back how proud he was of
his team.

HWe got great jobs from all
our boys today from the
mound and at the bat,”

Thomas said.

“Qur pitchers did the joh
1 didn't think they could do.
They kept Southcrn  [rom
kiiling the ball like everyone
knows they're capabic of do-
ing. “'Alford (Dany hit the hall
solid all day, and Jeif
Greenhalgh's hone vun in the
second zame proved Lo be the
big winper.”

Southerner’s head coach Ron
Polk, although disappointed
with - the losses, was pot
surprised at the strength at
the- VSC squad.

“We knew Valdosta Stale
had a fine f{eam when we
came down here,” Polk said.

“I think being on the road

Blazers Shock Powerful
Fagles In Twin-éﬁﬂ

and the seven inning zames
hurt our team, but you can’t
take anything away from
Valdosta. They hit the ball
betfer than I thought they
would.”

Valdosta  State wasted no
time in cciting on the boaid
when  they  venped  EFaugle
pitcher Darvy Beck for three
hits and three suns in the fivst
inning of the afternoon.

Dan Darden led off with an
infield hit. {ollowed by Sam
Bowen who reached first on
a miscue by Southern’s
shoristop Rich Toth.

Gene Felts then slammed a
double off the left field fence

Bowen to third.

Foster Fovan walked, and
Jerome Rezister delivered &
cluteh  sinzle to center (o

score Bou.en and Felts.

That ended the scoring for
the inning, bul nat the action
When Feran was shding into
thivd, his foot jamaed auainst
the tag, awd the resait was
a breker ankle which will

Iad

sideline hiny for the rest of
the scason.
In the fourth, Suuthern

came roaring back tu chalk
up three runs after MeDiffiit
hit Jim »Inrmon and Mika
Cash drove him home wih
a double down the right field
linc.

'Fxlinl

Cash scored on a sacrifice
flv by Rich Toth after Steve
Garcia had sinzied. Garcia
moved inta Scoring pesition on
a walk to Jamie lIvins. and
Bobby Salter oblized him by
stashinz a single to left.

Tvins Wad a notinn of aning
home on the olav, but a
P : ke from Dowen in
Feld to Dar:'e‘;l
Lepind  the ate
ended }ﬂs' hape as weil as tbe
Eazle scorinz.

[n the sixth, Beck walked
Reeister snd  Branam, and
Fel's reached baie on an
errar by second
(,'.2“‘:‘.
Dan

i
r
H

Zleman

\Mord togk advantage

-Martinsville, W. Va. went the
f .

to plate Darden and send

Jon Aarty

of the
single {0 1i
and Heg

situation by lining a
L to score Felbts
Branam scnred
Biskop's licider’s

choice,

In  the second  ganme,
Southera’s Cash hit a {fwo run
homer in the top of the second

ta pul the Eagles on top.
Not fa be wndone. Joff
Greenhalah orashed s three
run shot off  GSC's Ken

Cruppa in the botiom half ~f
the frame to scnd the Blazers
out fromt to stay.

Register legged out a {riple
in the third frame to score
Bowen who had sinzied and
then crossed the plate himsel
a moment later on Branam's

' On this dav,

sinzle ta left,

Tre Eagles zaded two more
N in the '3 on four
reeentive walks and  a
or's choice, it a dauhie
plav from  second haseman
\!,’m‘d lo Greenha'zh wiped
oyt any seoaring hiopes.

I'd have (o
the

thern was oo

Asmortes, Wings
izht he different”

VSC. now 203 15 scheduied
tn take on South Atlantie
Coanference foe Auzusta
Cmleze at  Blazer | Ficlo
Sgirdey in a1 pm
dmnl ncader. .
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VieDillitt Got | ;

MeBiltint Got s Chanee
A‘ p & p( ] § ‘\ ® ’ € F{‘
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By JULIAN MILLER P o thians looked dulforent ",

Steve MeDiifitt left his home MeDiffit issned one base on
in New Mirtinsvile, W, Va for | Ladls, walked sriether by hitting .
the  baseball  dinmond  at : Sl with a piteh and stk
Valdosta State College looking | cit three while giving up eight
for some top name competition, ¢ : s for his second win. '
but he never expected 1o his | “My arm cot tired in the
second start of his colleziate § fowrth inning and 1 could tell
carcer to be against the fourth ¢ . 1 was losing alot,” he admitied.
placed team in the nation. } “1 started using a lot of change

It didn't sem to phase the % np pitches and the curve ball
freshman right  hander  here A lol more. My curve ball was
Thursday, however, as  he working today, I'd have {o say
mowed down  the  Georgie | £ay it was.”

Southern College Eagles ju his § ' Not beinz in  the regular
second start ever, going the roiation, Mchiffiit had vowed to
distance with for the first of § prove himself any time he got
two victories the Blazers were ¢ 1o the mound He had mixed
to chalk  up against  the L o reactions about pitching aguinst
previously 30-2 Stateshore e " the Toagles.

team, STEVE MeDIFFICT “You alwavs hope to gel a

“T Kept feling mysell they Gets Sceond Win chance to- prove yourself good
were no beiter than any b(ul\'; fenodgh,” MeDiffitt said. I was
else,” the mild mannered hmh inlay was over. His lmmnnr(va tittle scared when 1 heard
man said after the 63 win. " had backed him up with treet was noing lu stavl. “f guess
had  heard a lot  about!runs in the first jnping only {0 ] v.d;,nt, 1m|lv sure what fo .
them..about how good they|be tied when he ran into trouble! think, 1 still don’t. 1 think they
were in the top of the fourth. !‘m"nt be a beiter team thdn

“But around the fifth inning! “I didn't know what to think |\ hat they showed me today.”

I began thinking they didu'tithen,” he adwmitted. I }\w “l was really impressed, I .
deserve that number four{saying ‘well, this is gonna nnd heard they played good
rating, that we were a bc{zerimy fast inninz.” But we got oui!huseball up here, but 1 didn’t
team. I still believe {hat.” iof il. Then Dan Alford mnwﬂumw that good. I we keep

Although he wenl thejthrough with a great hit (oneiplaving like we are I think we
distance, McDiffitt was neverjthat scoved two more runs forjhave a chance to go all the
sure of the win until the last|VSC to clinch the win) zmd‘“ay

VIRST Gavie ‘ SECOND GAME
(('l:a :"""‘""; ah y - g Ga.  Soulhern ah
‘hanncey, e 40 2 9 "/ } '! 'y P , Channcey. cf 37 1 ol
','"'.“"- " i 0 9 © dig 0:3& \al)s Butler, rf 3 1 0 ot
"1';::"1'1")““'3” 4 0 1 9 JR < | Person. b 7 :) g ? !
i on. 2 1 i l ro & [ Morrison, 3b 3 t
Casn, AR I . SO!!‘ YOTEY wice. | Cosh, 20 5 1 1 2]
3 ibreia. dh 31 ' Garcia. dh 3 0 1 of:
Tvins, ) | . o . | T :
Yo LA o i VALDOSTA — G eorgia s, 1 R
!;'_allrr. e 30 1 b Southerns  hareball team , Salter. ¢ 30 06 0 t
Rerk I h AR should have siayed at home P RO
;:amnma State ah Thursday. Alier compiling a Darden. d 30 0 0
bR y1 2 | 232 record withaut hitting the e, o EE
Felts, 1t 37 19 | road. Southicrn visited Vatdos- Resister, rf 301,
AR,
Foran. - R s ta State..and promptly lost Branam, < [
am. e 21 0 o hoth ends of o double-heaader. Sumner, b 386 0 o
Avtord, 29 30 1 2 The " Reeves. ss 3 1 1 0
popord: 2 O Tho scores were 6-3 and 5-4. . 1b SR
Parsons, 8s 310 0 0 FISE GAME 1eFiles. p 6 0 o0 0
MeDitlit, p 0o 0 0 @ Georgia \m'l n 0030003 8 2 Petty, p o 0 0 o
Staning. rf 6 0 0 o Vil Mot er "“\;*?13).-‘,7‘_6 5 ¥ TOTALS 5 5 75
T LTI I e i A
ALS 23 sEON Y. 33 1 2 dos 3 ~ e/
fia. Sonthern 630 3000 8- 382 Gopmela foe I B F- Rutler . _—
Valdoata Erate 30) 00] x—5.5.2 \.;.\‘I.‘“W FRCUR h“‘w’ mm? \:Vl ;-\!:md to Greenhalzh 2, Franam -
‘oth, Cash, Bishop, Alford, . (5) aad Bradan. N oSuwner
- Toth, Cash, Bishop, Ahord. . ]”m GSC 4 VSC L
DP--Bowen to Pransm.  Parcons  to cB-Rezider .
Aliand to Greenhalzh, Cash to Toth to '"." tash. Greenhalzh
Peran. }('n:r‘wa. L, 1h A‘ 1 : : "0 -
LOK. GSC & VSO 3, oliie . ‘
e et | Pettv (W, 403 12 01 0
S Basbhop. i P
S Greenhalgh !
SE:-Toth ]
Fech (L. S0 s 3 o 3 4l
MeDIl (W, 2.m PR T O |
HEP--Marnison ' ’
WPw-Berk. \unimv \

R



By MIKE CHASON

In the old days of baseball,
an iron man was a pitcher
who was able to pitch buack-to
back games, or pilch  day
after day witheut any vest.

A new “lron Man™ was
born at Blazer Field Tuesduay
when Valdosta State Collece
freshman lelihander Bill
Pelty picked up bolh wins in
a baschall doublelvader with
Souii Atlantic Conference for
Armstrong State College

Fetly, a Grove City, Ohin
nalive, shutout the Parates 80
in the first game and pitched
42-3 innings in relief to gmm
credil for the Blazers® 124
triumiph in the final game of
the twin-bill.

“I dide’t get tired until the
fourth inning of that second

game,” Petty said. “lI was
~throwing  mostly  {asthalls,
trying to keep them low.”

Petty is now 8-0 for the year.
“Pelty has always hud good

contral, VSC head coach
_Tommy Thomas said. “Also

he’s got a real good off speed
pitch which he uses very
effectively.”

Although Petly did the job
on the Armstrong nine from

the mouni, Thum.as wasn't
"about to slight his Blacer
offense.

“Today was without a douht
the best hitting day thut we've
had all year,” Thomuas said.

Dan Darden slammed the
first pitch of the first aame
into left field for a ¢lean hase
hit, and the Blazers wore on
their way.

The VSC diamond crew
chalked up two rups in that
first frame when Jorome
Register drove Darden o
third ard Darrell Braem
cracked another safely to left
to plate both runnors.

Dan Alford uadded a third
run in the fourth inning when
he reached base on a fielders”

chowe, and  Steve  Sunner
lined up his second dauble of
the game down the ledt fieid
e 1o send Alford heme,

The Bluzers' added fnsnit to
injury in the  sistic inming
when  they  pounded  Arme
sirong’s Tom Bumzardney jor
five hits and an equsl number
of runs.

Armstrarg
the second game
nnaved a pair of runs in
the fivst inning to cnd 24
coricutive  scorelfess mmmess
hy VSC pitchers daiing hack

in

tife

when they

ame 1o

to the fnal Georgla boeuther,
game on April 18.

In that  inning Biozer
stavier Dan Darden walked
Lyin Burnsed, Love en

Jhrovseh
Brure

a singzle to Tom
amd a  doubic
Coleman.,

In their half of

to

the first,

the Dlizers barrase exploded
for four runs en five his
inchwdiny doubles by Gene

Felis,
Bishop,
With one man out.

Register, and  Marnty

and {he

hoses lecded in the second
inning, Pefty camne buack to
the mound much 1o the
chazrin of the now 19-10
Plicron,

(e Reeves hacked him up
outstanding infield
I Petty allowed only
runs the vest of the way
melading g home  run by
Barsed in the fitth,

In the Bottsn of U0 second
frome, the Blosers teed the-
care Wil sever runs,
Sy Hewen odid o pooar of the
damace o8 he bii ¢ 30 hane
run and single in tils inning
alome,

VSC omarked up
i an e 1";1!
Branon vine
hit r. 13\,
Rezister,

Beuen, Felts, and, Darden
aoeuliceted a trio of hits
for l i allernoon.

wiith
plovs, o

fan

S0

LTI

ane more
when catcher
~ed oout his thind
dey to score

HIN

Vildosta State 3w now 248
overstt and iy e South
Atiantiee - Coferenee, Anin-
strong il to 7-3 in tue SAC,

The Dlssers ave =o0cdunod
to travel o Flatis siate
Urniversity tomiolt (o i
with the hivh and
Semineles imoa 7o
copniest,

FIRST GAME .
Armstreng Vaidosia  State i
al: t i ab r hni

‘\' \(I('f 3r;’JODm.Pn dh 41390
3o 300

30 30111

3 4110

Yirugh 1b 306 4122
Graham ¢h 20 3210
Smeh 20 212
\\'r)He 8S 00 3112
) e 2 206 31 1)
um,'rp 000 0000
Saelling ¥ 1010 i
Totals 26 5 0 Totals 98127
Armstrung 000 030 0-0- 5.2
Valdeota State TU3 105 x--8-12+1.

Pramhit, Wolfe, Sumuer,
P Starins to Greensalgh, Wolle to
MeNab to Yairhoouon, !
LOR  Arocerrong 8, VSC 6, i
0 Samner 2, 1
SR dranam 2, Alford. - !
SF—Telts, |
R ip h r bb sa
Pumsavdner (L é6-2) 4 52 8 2 )
Peuy (W-7.0) 7 5 0 06 2,
——————

SFCOND GAME

WP--Petty 2,

} Armsirony Vatdosta State
i ab r hhi ab r hbi
| MeNeill f 3070 3101
| Srellnz ¥ 3000 32133
s Buinst re 3211 4221
I varen 3h 312 21 2212
2001 2111
o000 1101
a8 0000 3122
U Wolte s 2000 3112
Marner p 06060 311e
Hoeliwed p 0COO 0000
. Zeitler p 6000 2000
¢ MeNair 2h 20710 1000
| Themas pa 1 0G0 J 1000
j Durdn ph 1000 '\‘Ar“n‘ 1f 1000
b s 0000
i Mueoh 7b 20160
Totaly 2444624 JToal wran
Aristronn FIEURT SRR USSR R |
Vilsosta State 471500 X% 12.12.3
| 2 3 Coleman, Thomas, Bowewn,
CStarlint. Dahon
(D SReees ta Masavhe (o Dennis,
TEAB - Armaarong 7, VNG 6,
P28 B Colaasn,  Felts 2, Tegister,
Bisnop,
HIt-- Kurnsed, Rawen,
ER—.He wi'nrd
S-Wakie, §
SF ~Graham. Al’onl
it h r bb s
Maner (1-4-3) 23 4 4 Y 0
Huilund 72 4 5 Y o
Zetter 34 3 2
Darden 1132 2 41
Potty  (w 8.0) 233 2 o ¢
Tekiles Yo 70
HLP -Degister by Zettler.
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- BTEVE McDIFFITT
L VSC's Giant Killer

By JULIAN MILLER

TALLAH: ASSEL, Fla--Gene
Felts calmly stepped {o the
plate here Wednesday  nizit
and slammed a two-run riple
{n the Floruda State Univer-
sity refaining fenee and it was
all Steve MeDifity weeded o
chatic up his thivd sfraight win
Ve i ove for,

hif wncnnc forgot to tel
the Bieve Hecase 1t was
nowhere near all Valdnsta
State College wanlad as they
pounded out 14 hits and added
some nifty defensive work to
slaughter the L‘S\J Seminoles
151 for their bizzest winning

lm,,

‘*‘)

margin ever over the Tribe.
The wide open victory not
only avenged an carlier 6-3
less {0 the  Semimnles  in

Valdnsta, but heosted Coach
Toymy  Thomoes™ Blazers
winnint streak tn pine and

their nverall '(‘tu"d to 235
And Themas, who is uatally

straight faced, even after the

big wins, was having a hard
time hiding his cmotions,

“T oam thnlled 1o death”
he bheamed after the vietory,
“I have to think back and
lonk real hard to tind a4 hetier

nicht  for  Valdosia  Stale
hitters. And Um thriited for

Steve MeDifint wihe has done
it azin aragnst fon aelchied
carnpetition.”

Moeat, a freshiman from
Martinsvitle, W. Va. was just
as thrilled. The congenial
pitcher added the victory to
his 6-3 cecision over Georzia
Southiern Coﬁege, ranked
fourih nationaliy at the timae,
and 4 win over Lmis College.

Battling ¢old winds and a
total of five Seminole pitchers
on a brisk April night, the
Blazers moumnd ap  three
runs in-each of the first three
inuings. two more in the {ifth
a twellth in the seventh and
weni out with another fhrvee
markers in the pinth while

holding the now 26-20
Somins rl es {0 a single tally in
the four!

Felis' m,)?c Came
pitcher - Ron Herring had
witked deadofl  batteys Dan
Darvden and centerfielder Sam
Bowen, Then bhe falented Ieft
ficlder  feom Lakland,  Ga,
scaved onoa sacriflice fly fe
center by rizht hieidey Joroime
Revister to make it 3-0.

That wos enovugh to win it.
But the Blazers hewzan the
runaway in the second when
Jeff Greenhalgh, who had
tripled, Bili  Parsons and
Bowen scored on two hits and
two errors:

in the third Dan Alford,
Greenhaleh and Alford scored
again, making use of four
singles, a fielder's choice and

after 1506

a wild pitch to make it 50
and VS C‘ had  already gone

through three pitchers.
Tt seemed as though the
Blazer atack would taper off

9-0 lead,
Seminnies.  uiter
scoreless in the
fourti, started things sgain
with thewr oplv min in the
bottem of the frame.

Desicnated hitter
Foxwell doubled,
a bt ohy Gullermn Bamila
and seared o a0 felder’s
choive by Carios Lecaba, It

after mounting the
hut  the
holding VSC

Jim
advanced nn

was caouzh lo get the Blazers
cranked up again.

Patsons, then got into the act
the most of it. The shortstop

singled and  scored  when
_Bowen slapped out VSCs

third tripte of the niuht. Then
Bowen came home on Felts’
third of four RBIU's for the
night and the visitors ha¢ an
il-1 lead.

Pete Reeves, [illing in for
Puarsans then oot into the act

after (Hr\ ine and  stealing
fome for the 12th run.
Then '.\ith mostiv . Blazer

stibs in the lincup VSC went

out in a final hurst when,
Vince Mu Feils and’
Register s a s'nile

a hit b

inice AR

hells, twa f“" U5 cheices
and FSU's sixth ervor of the
nizht. ,
MeDiifpt walhed tway
hattors H ! e 1.
roie vl ;:l. ke .’.I Seh
the ™ n,\(“‘“_ﬂ S sticts [q

only fmn its. The lnss went

to Her rn"' 10 level his record

at {-all.

Fehis, 3 first
America sei e-
Q"!L, wn

and tour .
ab bat. But P‘:x"
hest night of nis
three for thre
runs and ba‘t:
Rizzers.

The V
road azain Grv. takmg
on Southern Tech ‘.Lw.mta
for a Somth Atiantie Con-
ference doubieheader.

;T - e
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MARIETTA — Gene Feits
pushed in six runs in the first
game and Valdosta State Coll-

ege scored ore run euch in
the last six innings of an extra
inning nighteap o give the
Blazers two  victories over
Southern Tech in a South
Attantic Conference basebali
twin-bill Saturday.

Felts, VSC's  All-American
left fielder slammed four sing-
les in five times at bat, scor-
ing one run hmmsclf aml hat-
tmﬂ in one each in the
fu‘st and second zmd two each
in the fourth and sixth to lead
the Blazers in their 18-3 on-
slaught.

And in the sceond game the
Blazers slowly regained their
composure with a steady at-
tack to tie 1hc came five all in
the last frame and with 6-5
when Jerome Register singled

3ill Pelty home.

The second gamc had it's
close moments, aling with
it's controversics. It was then
\'% star centerfielder, Sam
Bowen, assistant Coach Dave
Waples and manager Larry
Rancw were cjected from the
game.

Bowen was ejected when he
protested a called third strike
that had hit the dirt, according
to Waples. Head coach Fom-
my Thomas tried to discuss
the ecjcetion with the unideat-
ified Umptire but the amp stap-
ped when Waples approached.

“Do vou want fo go to {he
bus ton?" Waples quoted the
ump.

“You missed one,” Waples
answered. He was sent 1o the
bus. But later on whea the
ump saw Ranew, who wears
a beard and long hair. unlike
the coach he mistonk him for
the clean-shaven Waples and

started to throw him  out
again.

1 made a mistake,” said
the ump.

“You certainly did moke

a mistake” an insulted I
new replied.

SNow you're gone,
countered.

The Blizets, now 27-8 over-
all with a 11-1 SAC workshent

the wmp

for undisputed  possession of
first place in the fleddmg
vanference had hittle troubie
in the first come. Startng
oif with a three-run owthm &l
in the first and two in the e
ond they expanded a 3141 deud
to the 183 margin.

The second game was anoth-
eroAtary aonipoand duck
affair to the finish.

Southern nmped  ghead in
the boftom of the initial frame
when Godfrey shinuned a two-
run homer.

VS didn't get inoon the
seoring act unnl the top of the
thivd \\h(‘ they bc""n their
one-per inning rallv, The Blaz-
ers tied it up in the tourth at
2.4l only to sce the Hornets
take the lead again with a sin-
gte run in the hottom of the
frame.

VSC added a run cach in the
fifth and sixth enly to see the
Horpels tie it again with & two
run outhurst in the bottom of
the sixth.

In the tep n( the seventh,
Steve Sumnm ‘s clutch sinzie
seored Darvl Branam to tie it

at 3-all and sent the Zame inito

extra innings.

1t was then, in the top of Hm
cight with two away that Reg-
ister singled lrm home fm
e winning run.

Dan Davden, wha teheved
startinz Piteher Dan Chadd-
wick in the sixth then struck
ont the side in the hottom of
the frame to preserve the win,

Duarden picked up the win
for the Blarzers, his fifth
seven decisions, Rick Bowers,
who turned the hill over to
Marty Leliles ain the sixth was
eredited with the win, his fifth
Nas many starts,

I was gcond for us that we
cot seared,” said Thomas af.
ter s Biazers \mn theiv 11th

stradght gamie. UThat <hould
ke us play harder ™

The Blasers travel to (Co-
Tombus Tuesday  for anothey

SAC twinehill, Their game
with Shorter scheduled to e
plaved foday was canceled die

(Continued on Page 10A)

~Blazer
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(Continued fram Page 9A)

t¢ the Sharter
reguesting 1he

Adminstration
Hawks play no

more Sunday games.
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By STEVE ROBLRTS The opener, which was  Bennett for a walk and scored West Georgia tied the game  acked Thomas to leave early.  tonk advantage of Brave

marred by controversy when Bowen lined a double again in the  seventh When play resumed, Reeves Teliever Paul Newkitk's

resulting in VSC  coach Lo the gap in lefi-center field. Dedman walked, moved fo smzied (o right but waz  WHARnes to score the game- |
Tommy Thomas being ejected Bawen zot the Blazers cven . . N ‘ - : winning runs,

in the baltam of the seventh  in tie sixth with a line drve  STeund om a sinze by Buetzrd - fopeed At secand e Dan T o G

inninz, was a nip-and-luck  home run to straicht away  Wond and coered when VRC Parden’s atfempled s3c0ifice. with ane onl i

The cluch Wtting of Sam
Bowen and Darre!l Dranam
in the first game angd eteady

thresit piohing by Rick

B“"‘r"h"'; e reap paced i left to open the inninz. Alier  Whird hasenian Steve Sumier Bosen sivack ont, bt Gene  when Newkirk (e IM‘

the idnsta Staie (.?ai[";ﬁ, West Georgia broke on top  one out  Jerome Register  booted Jim Johnson's ground  Feits and Renister wsllod o bunt awar, Bewen waiked in
Dlasevs in 4.3 H‘M 2 1‘ VIZWHSS 50 the firet inning with a two-  singled to right and scoved  ball with twe out. The Dlecrrs the hases and Branam noad the bases, and Newipk,
oier arch-rival West Georgia out rally that ﬁl‘o(!uced two the go-ahead run  when  argued to no avail thal the delivered acain with a line  wiio had re!ievedf”n“p in the

af’ern(;on at

Yama Qoind " . N ; i
College S runs. Ed lewis singled off Branam drilled a double to  ball was f{oul, and the tving drive off the third oesomui's  foutth, then walied Felts and

Blazer F%e.g. Blazer starter Bill Peity and left-center. run ceounted. glove which scored Darden  Register. forcing intwa runs,
Tre Blazers had to ¢ome  moved o second on a walk Bennett was injured on the Tiomas got his early ~ with the winning run. Eo‘\e s

from belind in both games {o Tim Dedimon. Barry Evans play  when Register ac- shower in the Blazer haif of Pettv, who allowed just four
ard by doing so improved followed with a sirgle up the . cidentally ran over him after the seventh when p, te um-  hits and Aruck out saven, won
their cverall record to 3110 middle, scoring Lewis and  crossing home plate. He was pire James Jenuinzs called  his ninth game of the veur
and their leszye-iezding South  chaving Dedmon to third, The foken to  South Georgia  the first piteh to lead off  aguinst anly oe 633 Csmp
Atlzntic nee }.(‘..“heet Braves {hen faked a double Medical Center but later batter Reeves a sivike. The  was tanw 1 with his third loss

to i4-2. steal. and  Dedmon raced refurned. The injury was Blaer hcad concs gquestioned  of the | in five official

The wisitirg Braves. who  home when a flustered Petty  diagrosed as a bruise to the the coll man: szt was o degisions, :

hed ta fofert M wins for threw to sceond base. loum back area. low, bat Jeaninz< who olso In the filth inninz of the ho the U
plavinz aa ireliohic plaver, Valdosta State made it close Rick Camp replaced Bew-  made the fair bl call in the  segond game  after West  Th '.v'n(’n e Rams
gaw their recond< dyop 1o 435 i the third when Pete Reeves  nett and ended the rally with top half of fhe inning, ap- Geo had  seored an ¢ zor Feeld for a

and 3-13 respectively, worked  Brave starter Jeffl  two quick strike ouls. pareitly had had enough and  unearned  run, the Blazers 30 p n. ,ump

Dlazer Doxes
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Petiy (W, 9-1) 7 ¢ 3 3 1 TP - Bners




VSC Seeded First

In District Play

] .
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Valdosta
Blisers ate
and  what s
eventual showdown wilh  the
team they sturted pul azains
te decide represents  the
25th i Naional
Afnltes ploy.

Coscie Tommy Themos soad
bis Blavers have been mvited
{o hercter 23 Pli'i}u)“a tn
defend their title s the mumiber
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South
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By JULIAN AIULLER ’
Bypassing the NAIA, which!
has lod to such suecess in lhei"
past, the Valdosta Stale College
Blazers have aceepled a bid to
participate  in the  NCAA
Regional Tournament o begin
nest Iriduy
Toramy  Thomas  announced
Monday uizht he has withdrawn
his Bluzers from the National
Assoctation  of - Intercollegiute
Athletics Distriet 25 tournament

to begin Wednesday in Rome
after tearnmyg of the Natonal
Collezinte Athlehe  Association
aMfer Monday alternoon,

The Blicers, at 33-10 in their
hest  seasont ever,  are  the
defending  District 25 chamnps
and went all the way to third
nlac in the NAIA national
tsurnument last season.

Jut Themas not only views
the NCAA as a step above the
vounver, less prestecious NAIA,
out it puts his Bluzers one step

closer o the nationat  tour-
rament, all in their hrst vear
ever campargning mothe NUAA

CIt's ot only e
arestecious,” Thomas  sald® of
e NCAA bid)” we foel dike
we didit't have a choice, We
had  toaccept tie hid  and
trankuy it's something I've been
tooking forward to.

“What it means is we're one
of four teams out of a possitle
00 schools  from Virginig
through  Florida, the  largest
region in NCAA Division H, to

the selectdd. And T dan't feel
Paeoare shumumo the NAIA in
i g - -

sinyway, Thevre first el too.
SHatin this case the NCAA can't
e outdone”

The Biacers, the only pon-
¥loride team participating, are

pgeheduied  to take on Lollins
iCotece's  Tars  from Winter
Park  Flu. ¢28-18¢  at ncon
Friday 1o stwrt the double-
oliinination  tournament.  Hust
Florida Southern (23113 meets

liekard

College  (27-10y  at 3
p.m. :

Labeland, Fla., was s<eloeled
as the site for the second year
becanse the fournament actisity
showedshowed a  profit from
gate receipts last season,
“Theve wie a lot of schools

this division,” Thomus of-
feved.” and the fact that three
Florida  schools were selected
Just goes as a credit to the
type buasebull they play down
there. And being the only out-of-
state team selecfed makes it

in

even more prestigious for us.

“Some  of  the  bovs  were
disappointed. They know  what
the NALA towrnament is and
want to cive it wnother try, But
1 think after this one, win or
lase, they'l vealize  they've
made a wreat step [orward,

“I.cel more eyes will be upon
us an this tournament than on
the way up tu the NAIA nationy!
towrnament and since we'll be
playing in Florida there will be
more  pro scouls  there  than
we've ever seen hefore.”

Thomas said he hus alreudy

Peen  dmpressaed by the
nrolessionahisim o hinesse the
NCAA pats ot handlng s
lournament

Clve dircady been questioned
Ly the selection eonuntttee on
vlayer  chzibiltty  and  we're
seppo~ed 16 send in eratuce
to the same ctieet this week.”

Whereas  the  District 25
tournament would hive
qualified VSC for the NAIA
Area V tournament, a stepping
stone  to  the National tour-
nament, the NCAA tlournument

o Flotda sutomanesily eatns
a herth i the NCAA nononal
n Spumglicld, HL the foilowing
week :

He  sees no hurd fecling
ronng fiome the NATA on
Aroppane ot of the tournament
they had already aceepted.

CIowas o met with o ased
emolions, I'm sure,” Thomas
explained. * Sume of the playvers,
espeeially from Shorter wanted
1o play us. again. But they
anderstood that if we got this
bid w» d have to lake it.”
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By STEVE ROBERTS

LAKELAND, Fla.—Valdosta
State College. which ended the
reguiar season moa critical
hittinz stlump, exploded for 16
hits and fwo six-run innings
here Friday to bury the hard-
hitting Rollins College Tars,
13-6, in the opening game of
the NCAA  South  Atlantic
Region {ournament,

The booming bats of Jerome
Register, Darrell  Branam,
Dan Darden, Jefl Grienhalgh,
and Dan Alford. brought home
10 of the Blazers' 13 runs and
brought VSC out of the recent
skid at the plate.

And the hig hilting day
could not have come at a
better time hecause the Tars
would not give up. rapping
out 12 hits of theiv own and

cutting an carly 7-0 VSC lead
tn 7.6 1n the fifth inning.

The victim of the Rolhins
rally Was [reshman
vichthander  Steve  MePhifitt,
who couldn’t stand prosperity
and gave up four runs in the
thard.

He jumped back into trouble
in the fourth ind head coach
Tommy Thomas called on ace
reliever Mariy leFiles to shut
down the rallying Tars.

Le¥iles responded in the
fourth, getling out of a bases-
joaded situation, but gave up
two unearned runs in the fifth
when leit ficlder Gene Felts
mis-plaved a ground ball and
the Blazer's lead had been
reduced to one run,

The Valdosta State bats,
which shelled Rollins® starter
Blake Lorenz for eight hits
and seven runs in the first
two innings, were silenced by

Tar

reliever Brad Benson
until the seventh.

But Benson ran oul of gas
in the seventh frame, and the
Blazers rvouted him and fwo
other relievers for five hits
that produced six runs and
finally put the tourncy opener
on ice.

Except for the filth, LeFiles
was  briltiant in relief, He
scattered five hits, walked
one, and fanned two to pick
up his second win of the year.

LeFiles’  supporiing  cast
was equally  brilliant,
Register, Bramam and

Darden ripped three hits each
and drove in siX runs among
them. Alford’s bases-loaded
double drove in runs cizht and

nire to highlicht the big
scventh and Greenhalgh

knocked in a pair of runs with
two hits.
Except for Felts® bool in the

fifth, the Rlazers were tough
defensively.

Centerficld  Sam Bowen
made a great running catch
in -the fourth, and third
basceman Seve  Sumner
prevented the tying run from
seoring with a super play in
the sceventh, flagging down a
sharply hit ground ball and
turning it into the third out.

The Blazers starled out on
a4 positive ‘note in the first’
inniny when Darden scored on
Register's wind-blown double,

VSO incereased the lead to
7-0 and chased Lorenz in the
second, and it looked like an:
casv afternoon for McDiffitt
and the Blazers in this, their
first trip ever to an NCAA
event.

Pete Reeves, Sumner,
Darden, Bowen, Register and

Alfm'd"ré‘ saicirlif{cc. i‘:recn-
halgh's sacrifice fly and a
walk to Felts,

Buat  the afternoan  soon
hecame lense  avain when
MceDiffitt allowed four

straight hits, the bhig blow
being Jehn Castino’s three-run
homer in the fourth,

The tenseness remained until
the big VSC seventh, which
destroyed any Rollins
comeback hopes.

Thomas was both
and relieved following the
exciting, wide-open  contest
and was full of superlatives
for the entire team.

“It’s just great to win. The
first gome of a  double
climination  tournament  is
very important and this puts
us in good shape.

“Obviausly, 1 am pleased 1o
see us hit the ball the way
we did. Nobody down here

pleased

knew what to cxpect from us
and 1o be honest neither did

“We have been a Jekvll and
Hvde team as far as our
hitting is concerned. T just
hope we didn’t use it all up.”

Thomas was alse beaming
about the relief job turned in
by LeFiles.

“What else can  we say
about the guy? He just comes
in and doecs the job. He was
super, just super.”

Thomas  was  very much
impressed  with  the  hitting
Rollins showed and said that
made LeFiles” cffort even
more fantastic,

“They were billed as the
Best hitting team in the
tournament, he said. “And
they lived up to that billing.
They hit it well, but for-
funately so did we. Now we've
gol to see if we can Kkeep

it up.”
In the ‘tourney's sccond
game Friday, Eckerd

College’s Tritans hanged out
14 hils to upset host Florida
Southern, 8-5. .

Thomas gave the nod to
southpaw Bill Petty, 10-1 to
start today’s game against
Fckerd, which is to begin at
5:300 p.m.  in  Marchant
Stadium here.

A win today will put the
Blizers in the tourney finals,
beginning at 1:30 p.m. Sun-
dav. A loss sends them into
a do-or-die batile at 8:30 p.m.
todayv against the winner of
the. Rollins-Florida Southern
game, which started at 1:30
p.m.

The tournament  winner
represents the South Atlantic
Region in the NCAA Finals
(Division 11) in Springfield 1l
next week.

o

Branam all had hils in the
inning wrapped around
] 2
Bluzers’ Box
YRC
ab rh rhn ah r h bl
Liakos 1k 5120 Darden dh 5 3.3 3
art rf $110 Rowen of 4110
Callinan dh 32 21 Felis 31079
Castino I $2233 Reaister rf 47133
Gaetz ¢ $020 Branam ¢ 4132
Merullo 3 4030 Reeres s 4210
snuth ss 4000 Alford 20 4212
Reardeli 2b-4 01 0 Sumner 3b $1°21
Krkwaod cf 3000 Ginhlzh th 4122
Lorenz p 0000 McDtit p 0000
Benson p 000 0 Lefiles p 0000,
Andrsn p 0000 — e
Propich p 0000 Totals 37 1314 12
Totais 386124 :
Rollins 004 020 000- 6-12-3
VSC 160 000 40x—13-14-3
F.— Merullln. Ricciardelli, lLorenz.
Reeves I Felis NP - Alferd to
Greenhalze,  Greenhalze 1o Branam,
LOB - NMolline 8. VSC 8. 78 Ricciardelli,

Callinan, Remsier, Alopd

SR . Goetz. Greenhalzh, Darden, SAC~-
Reeves, Alfopd. SF - Greenhaigh, R
ip h r er bb se
Lorenz ¢1-94) 1138 7 0§ ) 2
Renson 4235 3 2 1 0
Andersos 33 3 1 1 8
Poropatich 1230 0 0 2 1
Melnftity 3137 4 4 3 0
Toenies (wg 2.0 238 » 0 112
HEP  Kirkwood-McDiiinl, WP - Lehiles..

B - Goetz,

o L 4

HR - Castina,

Y




Rollins Breales Siring . . . Valdesta Starts Blozing

Southern Will Stay Home Rins Eckerd By 11-4 Score

By MIKE COBB off of Jim Gerken in the 1ith on a curve ball ug}ft’?‘r‘:ﬁ(&(\)}ii . is that we're not used to making six run in-
Ledzer Sports Writer with a 1-2 count scoring Jack Goetz from AT ape N nings.”

Rollins’ 87 ll-inning win over Florida g Valdosta State came into the South
Southern not only kept them alive in the tiantic basetall recionals in a slump, but
LLrnament, it brose a seven game losing you wouldn't believe it by seeing its first two

Actuaily the six runs were just icing for

“I was looking for the curve,' said Valdnsia State. The real damape was dene

Meruilo, “h i K : v oan Darden Si owen in the
‘I».qru 0. u,_d Lh('Ov\nvlt a couple of times games of the tourney. b: x ‘ 1 rden and Sam Bowen in the
befare, so I figured he'd come back with 1t The Bluzers have pounded out 28 hits seventh. _
And that's probably what pleased T;_irs again.” and 24 runs in two games Eleven of the Darden’s single to center in the seventh
ccach Boyd Coffie mest. “That’s the nice Southern coach Hal Smeltzly said, “He  ryns and 12 of the hits were against Eckerd  ted the game. Bowen’s single right after
- the win said Coffie re . . ; o L . T e i » leag
per of the win, ‘ C"“‘t "We were G0 (Gerken) just threw it teo good. We  Suturday in their 114 win to vault them ito  tHAt put them in the lead.
wn extered Ioeing streak, DhinK sevinin @ would've tiken the wulk In fact that’s what ;hp(hm“plgm,,, “Twas looking {or g shder on the piteh,”
v Bunt @ ’ - cume at a beter

said Darden. “Bur he threw a fasthaii | xam'
Band ity

shunpn

we wers pong 1o do. [ told him not o throw Howover tM* Elizers did hit a sh
i the aurney. ‘ arinpaiely {or them, though, it swuig through it tho

s the win did gonc things to Rolling’ Gerken came in in the 10th inring for oniy last~d five innings. They came hack Bowen went to the plate with a differamn
Wrng. it stepped cne the Mocs ad ming for  Jobn Chapman who had thrown six innings  from a 4-1 deficit after five scoring one in  PETSpective. “I'm not a.guess hutter. T just
them. Scuthern has ‘““‘ involved i the iy raer of starter Rick Tombin, If Smelizly the sixth, taree in the seventh, and sixin the SWing. 1 had been doing bad all day but
NCAA Division 11 Baseball World Senes the 4 4 19 do over again, he would've taken eighth. everyone said just keep swinging, and 1 did

sut s tme around WL Chanman out in the eighth, ]h t's when “I'm not really surnrised theogh,” said - I think Thita curve.”

Roiins tiod it at 7-7. Blazer conch Tuminy Themas. “‘.X( ve boen Bill Petty went the distance for Valdnsia
R Iring things Like that all ye wne thing fomoTa w
(0 H0CS, 5C dring thi like thut all year. But one thing See VALEOSTA, 5C

BTV RS E A5 R IR ) R R TR AT O T TR A GRS AT ST

Continued ¥rom 1C three hits. Then everything happened.
i R Y “T got a little tircd end staris j Sl
State turning in probably the most steady ¢, pitches up,”" said Gordon. "I made a

pitching porformance of the tecurnament. Af-
. — ety : "
ter the four run first inning, Petty held e yyq¢ wore tov good on the first pitch and

Triton’s SC?‘—Q;CSS‘ o they're a first-pitch-hitting team. Also I'd
“I doa’t know what happend in the fir- been in better shape if I'd ka st them off the

few mistakes. [ came in with a (cw pitches

st.” Petty sofd, "1 was leose, bur it was just bases s wuach.”
so kot down here I'm not used to e heat. Gorden Jeft in the seventh and was
'py {veo ioe nooth” replaced by the Triton's ace Joe Cipriano.

I owas nervous before the gavie, But ke couldn’t do much better. He only
though. ?\.‘:n‘c than usual., That could’'ve had lasted until the eighth.

sometiin: to do with it. But I've had trouble I was loose, and the pitches were

in the hrst inning all year.” pretty good. But they just hit them,” said |
Eckerd did jump on Potty in the first, Cipriano. '"“We knew they were a first-pitch-

but alter that the Tritens couldn’t score. hitting, team and they showed 1t today. They
“We hiad them, then we let them back in hit the first pitch a lot.”

with defensive lapses,” said Eckerd coach “Whaen that happens, you have to do

Bill Livesey. "'A team like that you just something to break the momentum. You
can't give them anything. You can't be a have to walk someone, brush a guy back or
championship team if you just open doors something, and I wasn’t doing that.”

for people.” Cipriano summed it all up by saying,
Up until the seventh, Eckerd’s Chuck “They just hit the ball.”
Gorden had held the Blavers to twa nns and That they did for sure.




On To Finals

1VSCU Ra

llies To Bury Lickerd, 11-41

By STEVE ROBERTS
LAKELAND. Fia. —
Valdosta State- Colleze. a
team feared here for ils
hrutal hitting attack, exploded
in the scventh and eighth
innings for qpine  runs
Saturday  and  shelled  the
Fekerd Calleze Tvitons, T4
to enter the championship
came- of the St Atlaniie
rezion NCAN baseball tour-
namen

The Blazers came, off the

flonr to overtake an early 10
Eckerd lead with the late
inning fircworks and hecome
the only unbesten team in the
donhle elimie fisn towrney,

Host  Florda  Southern
Colleee wig the meet’'s first
casuaity, dropning an exciting
£7 roiien an '11 mninTs o
Redling Colloge in Saturday’s
fivst mame.

Lekerd lavr  delcsted
Rotins Cotirce 523 and d{eres
VSC tadav at 1290 pom. far
the recion erovn and the vizht
to 20 on ta the national finals
heoinnice. Jure 2 in
Sprnzheld, L

Fokerd  muest bheat the
Blazers fsiee taday 1o win lhn
tourpament, VSO peeds ond
ane mote win ta pail dmn
the fitle of {eeir fitst NCAA
post scason event, .

Freshman dethander  Bill
Petty started Suaturdav's
game amd immediately found
Chimself in trouble.

The Grove City, Ohio

SPORTS
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rative, who has had a history
of cavly mping problems this
vear, zave up four runs in
the opening frame as a result
of four hits, a walk, and a
saertfice fly.

Affer the troublesome first.
Petty  settled down  and
bisnked the Tritens the rest
of the way while wailing for
the Blazer bats to do the job,

Except for Jeff
Greenhalzh's line drive home
tun leading off the third,
Frekerd  sturter  Charies
Gorden held the VSC bhats in
chegk until the sixth, when
thr Blazers began  making
comehack nnises.

In the sixth, Dan Darden,
who has six hits in the two
cames, drew a walk, weat to
seeand on Gene Felt's single
and scoved on a single fo left
by Jerome Register, cutting
the Tritan lead to 4-2.

The seventh frame proved

the charm  for  the  second
siraight day as the Blazers
seored three times o fake a
54 lead. 1t was a six - run
burst in the seventh Friday
that sewed up VSC's win
over Rollins.

Dan Alfeed stavied the one-
out relly with a single and
went to second when Sleve
Sumrner reached on an crror,
Alford and Sumner scored on
Davden’s single which  was
misplayed in cenlerfield. and
Darden cnded up at thivd
Darden crossed with the go-
alicad fun oo Sam Dowen's
sinzle to delt ofl Tritan
refiever Joe Cipriano,

In the eighth, VSC put the
same  away with six runs,
hizhtighted by Bowen's two-
run triple.  Greenhalgh,
Durden  and  Fellts  aiso
knoncked in runs and for the
first time the Blazers could
relax.

Although Petty pitched well

the fast eight jnmints, he was
bacied by sparkiing defrnsive
plave Shartstop Pete Reeves
saved o vun in the seventh
by fielding a zround hall 1o
his jeft and thrawing out the
runner. i

In the eighth, Bowen made
a great runming catch and
douhled a runner off {ivat base
with a  palect  strike 1o
Greenhalgh to end the inning.

Pefty picked up his 11th win
of the vear azainst a single
0SS,

Coach Tomy Thomas was
naturaliv. pleased  foilowiy
the comeback victory,

“IUs qust a great fecling.
Fm real proud of the heys
for the way they continued
to come from hehind and win,

"I was test Like 5t has been
all year., Alhough we have
struzeled, T othink this team
ruly deserves oll the good
things that have bhappened so
far.

“1 certainly want to com-
mend Pelty for coming back
fram what was a jolting first
inning. This was his bigzest
vame, and to hold a team
as gnml as Eckerd to no tuns

for the last cight innings is :

oulst .mdm;.

“Nowowe've just gol fn do

it ona more time and zet
ready for the wnational four. -

nament. It's not over vet hut

we are in oond shape.” :
Thomas has piched sening
richt hinder Nick Bowers, 6.0,
against Eekerd in teday's
game. If a secand game is |
needed he looks to Bowen, |
who is I-1 on the vear, ;
ECKERD ab r h v vse AbrhH
Deresis, 7 300 “ 3 4332
Weannlt, rf 3210 51713
Pelicli, 3 4130 4131
Faers: s 4119 3Id 2t
Outnann, ¢f 2V 21 annn
Cocn. dh 491 - s 4000,
Pnehler. ¢ 30227 \ip,y; ri M52 0
Gk, It 20C0 Symner. Zh 2208
th TROG Mreakiz s 47172

2000 Pety, p 0cdd

rana

LTI Y

6 e

31 Jv

B . Peliteil, O .
~ Gardon e Toors; ers tn Misseati

to Fuer Boven ity st‘ nra) h Pe: v
to Green- I B 11
e v - Doven HR 2 .
S~ Wedardelt, Eiers, S~ fuibs,
SF ~ Tunobile,

i h r rr %) s
Cerdon i1, 10-4) 6 23c 5 S
Zinrinn 235 5 £ 1 %
Marshall 23 000 0,00
Peuv (W, 1.1 $ 10 4 4 3)

PB - Dinobile
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| Enter National Finals

Blazers

omb

By STEVE ROBERTS

LAKELAND, Fla.—
Pitehinz.  which  had  not
plavedd a kev yole in the Sith
Aantic Recian teurnament,
finaily proved o be the dif-
ference here  late Sunday
aftrinoon, )

The Vialdesta State Colleze
Blazers had an ave in the
Role. the  TFekerd  College
Tritans d:ida’t. and the rezult
wis a iepsided 153 Blazer
victary {0 the  Natienal
“Cnileziate Athletic \ssociation

South Atlantic ~ Region
champinnship,

Eckerd ferced a second
game Sundiy with g

comenack 85 win over
Valdoste State in the double
elinination  event, but  the
Tritans exhausted their pit-
chine statf in the process.

The Blizers, who  ¢ould
have ended the tourney carly
With a wit in the opener. used
five pitehers inoan effert in
step the  rallving Edkerd
express, But 0 was to no
avail.

Remng forceil intn a second
game for all the marbles, VSC
enach Tommy Thomas plaved
his ace and oot winning
results.

Sam Tawen. a centerfielder
by trade but "a pitcher en
occasion by necessily, was
caijed on  fo pitch  the
champiaiship game, and the
Brunswick seninr  responded
with zn outstanding effort.

The  stacky  righthander
went the distance, scattering
rine hits, walking seven and
striking out eleven. He helped
himaelf with the bat, slam-
ming a two-run homer in the
first  innine  to shake the
Blavers to an early 20 leud.
Bowen also had a triple and
a stolen Hase, and was named

the  teurnament’s  Most
Valuzhle IMayer.

The easy sccond  game
triumph Suwiay eained

Vatldnsta State a trip to the
NCAA Division IT finals in
Sprinafield, II.. which begin
Surdav. The natinnal meet is
a siv-team, double elimination
affair.

The  Plewers lwoked  for
awhiie Sw Jike they would
end the tournament by mid-
alternoon, Alter reliever
Moty LeViles bailed VSC
starter ek Bawers ont of
trouble in the  scennd,
Vabtdosta State hnilt a 5-2 fead
and LeFiles was sailing aionz,

He <ailed intn the seventh
with the three-tun cushion
only to see it quickly vanish.
After a leadoff single, the
Blazers failed to turn a double
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Blazers’ Jelf Greenhalgh Takes A Swipe At Eckerd's Bob Qutwater In First Game Action Sunday




play and the mistake was -
costiv. With one out Wayne I e >
Politetlht doulded for one run,
Bill Evers teipled tor another
and Leldes was through for
the atternoon,

Dan Darden, who bad a

T 1 LT O

great  tournament  as  the - A .
Blazers'  designated  hitter,

came i ta pileh bt had o :

success. s wild  pitch - £ 3

allowed the tying run to score, g ' .

2.

and  two  walks and a hit
bDatsman luter he was
replaced by Danny Chadwick.,

Chadwick did a good job,
coething out of a bases loaded
jam to keep the score knotted
at five. but Fckerd would not
be denied.

In the eighth  Evers
delivered  a clulch  two-out
sincle to center thal scored
the go-ahead run and Bob
Outwater  followed with 2
sinele to richt, scorins two
more runs, icing the win and
forcing the second game,

Charles Gordon,  whoe
relieved Joe Cipriano in the
third inning, picked up the
win, holdiag the big Rlazer
bats to five hits while striking

out six.
The comeback vicltory was i -
all for naucht, however, as Sam B
. f owen:
the FRlazers hombed  four mve
Eckerd pitchers for 16 hits - ——.
which produced the 15 rums e . . - . . " e i
in the title match. m;:f)‘\sélnm:ljl()\vtc}d tf.\:; h.u(i pitcher Bill Petty, who fived dc%lgndl(‘d hitter Darden.

The Tritans had already - l dn .1~e n.m 1 y'm @ 10-hittey ‘Iu win Saturday's Greenhalgh was 8 for 16 in
used all their front line When second baseman Vince  game against Eckerd 11-4,  the teurney with nine runs
hurlers  and the exhuusted Musashe grabbed a soft fly  was selected as wus first  batted in while Darden had
pitching staff simply could not  ball for the third vul a wild Dbascinan  Greenhalgh  and 8 hits in 11 trips.
go the last mile. celebration erupted. -

The Blazers, on the other Thomas, who h av !

as, ad  saved l .
hand, had Bowen. And he Was  po0on for the emersency that .B[(L; ;l).l cs
more than enough. arose Sundav. wi T

After Bowen  starvied  the imN'. Sunday, was onc of the FORERD va:
offense with his 385-foot blast “'})Pl(}‘l p‘mple. here following | an s abr by ECKERD Vs ahth i
in the first that also scored  the clinching victory. Wden dlp 3 127 Chieoms 2 3121 f¥kerd abr h b Resves o8 4131

s , Lot - Tt s ) R Ehawek p 30D CWettt g 4110 I Damis 2 31 1T Pareons s ) 01 L
I'efe Reeves, (he VS ha!s IUs just wreal 1o win this | Fasous po oo puel sy 4221 0estiit o 3160 Rewen p - 4323
went fo work in earnest in thing en o first teip o an | & §,§;(',’,:"‘(‘r“‘ 502;21 }"“"‘”‘l v S0T 7 belis if s1

: rie . . e . . * iy v Y Yy i i+ ckistor tf
the third. Marty Bishop's two-  NCAA  tournament,” he  said] fecmer o 3165 coen an - 286 ¢ | a5 00s an et 1288
run  double keyed four-run “Right now, I can’t single out pramam e UTIT'C‘XP':!\“\ :” 7 ‘1) 03 t~|vn h 4136 Branam ¢ 5343

, n R oy . . L. v . LeLEN 8y 4 able ¢ Y Calhis ! inhly
explnsu)n and 1?10 Blazers  a lot of individuals. The entive | Mt 25 401 ¢ Aty : ‘4 i 0 1»:n':‘m;:' ¢ 53‘2 ;«f.’(:.‘.:v"»:'e “;;n fg“;
were off and running, teanmt did ” and the entite (\x’n‘:y:nf! ]ii; 33 I?g(l"u'n‘c‘:um p 0600 )ih\?r‘n‘x sx 4000 Petty |l1~ 0000

Valdosta State picked up an  team deserves credit Jor it, PN TS R R 0 S LB 1]

aped run i s fil . . R e e Iekides p 0000 wan 0000 Musashe 20 :
une x‘ka'(l.x }m in lho_ ‘fl l}},.‘t\vh.(.r} “6 definitely think we were § 9orvas 32 59 3 Towmi 28168 | Cein p ¢ 0 0 :‘?:fﬂ;’é" !zxu 51 g:f
§tn|( for four more MArRCrs  the  Lest team here, Our | yse B34 031 6 S 9 4f Totals 35 3% I Patais 40151615
in the seventh, which included  gjttme was beller than VIR y . 100 v ey Aot i 010 Do 02 3944

ackanhack t Y . Tl s . o tNudile, Sumnep ER Adora, Jyse o4 GYe U2x 15060
h.ukl‘n h.ul} triples by Bn\\.t‘ll anyboay's, and it was a hit- [ Ressier  Deadnenn gt bewns o] Mo« Dewms 2. \\r.-mr\vh.\ne?'\u‘.
and Gene Felts and a tWoruit o tournament, Those s apper | EE0rs Poett o bvess Pohicit tolevers, Bt Felie 1o Alimd: Reeves
sinele by Jeff Greenhalyh PO SEDTHIS Ehenms fo Bueest 108 ASC £ belerd fro Miord o Greiadsh LOB - Dokerd

nele by Jett L i men (\m'tam]y deserve this 1o o8 Ponwihs Reeven,  SHeEvess. 13 VSC 120 B . Dennid.  Braniom,

The Blazers gmﬂnmul the ('h:lmpionship." S-Ouivater. S Dadden,  Ureenhadgh, fGrecobaton, Pobep. Altord, Starhng. 3
merry-co-round in the seventh Four BI | Pentis, SE- Pennis, Con " . 1'\.:‘:.;);. Feis. Bowen HR - Bawen,
. ; . c niclin Cour GACTS T WeTre  nanie e sofSH - faeta. Bowen. Fels, Register.
and vl%;hth “-'“m"’,‘ pickini: up o the all-tournament lv‘-m Bty P31 213 018 - Denepo 8F - Alleed - C .
two runs in each  inming, Howen o ‘l\ ! )il‘iv 1. ]!;:]“x'lu[;. :0.13 6 3 ; (1l T, ;,. ;, i e I so
i) . v - 1 M as ¢ ener A 4] - Marsha (., . 2 o
Consecutive doubles by 1 as the < \’ - Chadwech 133 1533 3 % 1 ofJetasen 3 4 5 4 3%
Darrell Branam and and as the tourney’s  cens | Tio 0 0 0 ofGaile 1335 05 8 1y
Greenhalzh did the damgge terfielder, as well as winming f Goneoe HEE N S “' LR 323 )
i - s . [ oy Sy e . } . ween (W, 1) L2 3
;n l]hc‘l m‘\lt;nlth ;}lnlo a bimvs . the MVP award. Freshman | “nnp-citim by Darden. WP-Gordon. | HBP ~ inohile by Bowen | L
oaded walk to Howen and an | ' N
Infield out scored the (wo !
eighth inning runs. . .
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Both replacements came up
with probably their best game
of the vear.

Miiler especially.

Randy came up with three
hits and four RBl from the
ninth position in the lincup. Bee-
czky had a key double in the
scventh.

And ajl the runs, all the hits,
were needed as Valdosta was
getting a break from Kicffer's
unusual wildness.

Terry walked five in the first
two innings and paid the price
as Valdesta’s superb center-
fielder Sam Bowen cleared the
bases in the second with a three-
run triple.
The results that came in on
that hit were the result of walks.

“1 iux‘t never found wmy
rhythm.” Kieffer said after
the game. “My slider wasn't
working, neither was the
curve.

“My arm wasn’t bothering me
at all. It isn't sore. While I was
warming up hefore the game, 1
was really lipping if. 1T was
throwing hard and the fastball
was really moving.
i *“This is the worst control I've
had all year.”

So Kicffer went to his fast-
ball, the only pitch he could de-
pend on, it secmed, and conse-
quently by the eighth inning he
was tired.

“I must have thrown at one
point 30 fastballs in a row-”

Coach Ron Maestri took him
out in the eighth in favor of Gil
Mills,

“It was probably the first
time this vear I've had to pull
him from a ball game,”
Maestri said.

“Any other guy 1 probably
would have pulled carlicr but
Terry is such a great competi.
tor. His pitches were moving
but with the layoff since the re-
gional, he had lost his rhythm.”

But there were all those hit-
ters who came to the rescue.

The Privaters got off to a 30
lead in the first with Rick Pyg-
man driving in two with single.
The Blazers tied it up in the
seeond on Bowen's triple.

Fitsimones hit a three-run
home run in the fourth as the
Privateers were rallying  for
five,

Ubing a lig,hlor bat, Titsi-

" Continued on Page 8 N
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Contimied {rom Page 1
mones said he hit a slider “‘thecount several times an inning.

hardest T've hit a ball all year.” valdosta hurlers
Valdosta’s Jack Greenhalgh
came right back with a three-
run shot of his own in the top |
of the [ifth. The Elarers ral- I,
lied for four runs at that time 'meet at 8 p.m. Central Missouri,
with Greenhalgh's the key hit. iwhich defeated Ohio Northern
From there on, the game 2-0 Saturday night.
really depended on the bats of  Marlier games will match Val-
Miller and Bereczky. dostg State and New Haven at
Miller’s triple in the f{ifih |2 p.m. and Chic Noxmern and
drove in two and Doth players 'Ca ifornia-Irvine at 5 p.m.
drove in a run dpxcac in the | 1n the first game of the day
eighth as the Privatecrs defending champ:ou California
lengthened their lead to 133, 'Irvine got off 10 a quick start
The Blazers got lo Kieffer in tripping New Haven 6-2 in Game
the eighth, though, and Maestri-No, 1.
decided to go to Mills, U Jelf Malinoff's bases loaded
Mills did the job, getting the Idouble in the hattom of the
last four outs withont incident. 'eighth was the big hit {or Cak
Kicfier, in all, walked sevel'tpyvine, It cleared the bases and
hitters but was going to the fult | Igave the Antealers a command-
ing 52 lead.
Mulinoff, Cal’s leading hitter
on (he season, carlier had

were  even
more generous, giving up eight
free passes.

The Privateers Sunday will

driven in a run with a single
.and had four RBIS on the day.

Keith Bridges sent UCI into
an early 1-0 lead, lcading off in
the botiom of the first with a
belt over the left field fence.

New Haven had tied the game
in their half of the eizghth before
succumbing to I\Iahnoffs big
hii.

The weatherman indeed came
through for the opening day of,
the series with sunny skies andi
cool temperatures after a full
weck of rain. Despile the rain
which ended Friday, Lanphier
Park here was in excellent

condition,
VALDOSTA STATE
(gb-r-n) Daorcen, di $-10;
4-0-3; Felrs. cf 4416, Fem ,nr
Bronam, ¢ 5-1-}; Gre
Sumner,  $bh,5s 310,
Musache, gh 1-1-1; R:cvcs. s3 2-1-9; Bishe

on, oh 0-1.3 :D;‘m, ¢ 9-0-6; Chodwick,
p §-0-0; Totuls 35-9-
W ORL EANS

(cb-r-h) Fnl mones. it 3-2-1; Borcus, 3b
5-0.3; Rima, 4-1-2; Roussel, 1b 3-10;
Kee, rf 3-2-%7 Pvgmu" ¢n 2-1-1; strode.
ph 1-¢-0; Gomes, pr 6:-0-D; Bennetl, 2b
1-1.0: Owen, ph 2:2:2; mrcczkv, 58 5-2-1;
Mitier, e 4137 Kiriler, p 0-0-0; Totals

33-15-35.5¢core by Inmr;s
Voidosta Siaie ..... .
New Grieans ...

.. 030 040 020 — 9
«.300 520 30x —13
RBi—Bowen 4, Brenam 1, crcenhumh 1
Filenorency 4, Rima <

czky 2, Mitter 4. E.
doviy 5; Left=Vaides
leur, 7 2B = BCreCERy.
Milter, Bowen, HR — Fitsinones, Greens|
holich SB — Bewen, SF — Filsimones.

d- o]
3, New Or-
Ecwen 3B =y

P H R ERBBSO
Mchiffit .. 3 4 4 3 313 si
LeFles Ceternerasan 32 4 4 1 0O
Farsens ... s34 2 2 2 0
Chanwick L3135 3 3 ; 1
Kictier .72 8 9 9 1
Mills 230 06 0 0 1
WINt er LOSER — McDiffitt,
WP —  McDistitl, Mills, HBP -~ By
McRiitit (Rima,  Pynman) D-- Fisher,
Jones, Piarski. T—2:50.

—MNCW HAVEN

chrreh Smait sg 5-0-0;
Menram olr 4-0-1;  Pocliolutiga 1h  4-0-1%
Basco €f 4-3-C; Merswar ¢ 3-6-2; Keal-
ing 3b 4-0-C: Cipolliny 12 3-0-0; Maimauist

Pikor rf 4-1.2;

ph YL ¥; Renruli U 39 Snvies ph 1-0-1;
bro\' " ’zlv— t—?u 0. TOTALS 3¢-2.9.
— bRV

-0 gridges cf 4-3-3; Belusco rf
330, Stupy ¢ 2)-Ar Melinoff 1b 4-1-2;
Sncice If 3-0-0; Vhitehead ss 4-0-0; Ane
dorsou 2b 3-0-2; Wheelock » 3-0-0; Lyons
3 3-6-0; TOTALS 29-6-8.

Score hy Innings:
New  Haven .. 401 000 0102
U. C. IRVINE .. 109 061 DIX—§

E-iinderson, Smetl. DB.Whielock, White-
hend and faslineff. LEB-New Haven 8,
frvine 3 ¢R-Piker 2. HK-Bridges SB.
Briuues 2. Kenrly, Malinoft. SH-Delosco,

Stupy. SF-Speace. "

P H RERBBSO

Schuler (L)} .oeovs o B R & 4 Y 7

Whooloek ..., ? ® 2.7 0 4
winner-Wheelock.  Leser-Schuler. HBP.

By Whealock (Menswar) U-Jones, Plore

ski, Fisher. T-2:3. Y




Valdosta puts {(he f2 ]
in Saturday's epening round gamc ol Col-
lege Division World Series. Kima was

SECONG 10 b Roilins, Western

St. Louis Globe-Bemaocrat

Salukis fourth,
Cougars eighth
in final poll

TUCSON, ARIZ. (p. — Miami
of Florida and the University of
Texas are co-champions in the
final rankings of the season by
Collegiate Baseball newspaper.

The Salukis of SIU-Carbon-
dale were fourth, while the
SIU-Edwardsville Cougars were
8th in the college division.

Miami and Texas eachteam
received 489 of a possible 500
points Monday, displacing the
University of Arizona for the
first time this season,

The rankings:
UNIVERSITY DIVISION

1. (Tie) Miom 489

Texas 489
1. Oxtchoma 488
4 Southern Hlinots-

Corbonaole 486
S. Southern Caiitornia 484
8 Northern Colorodo 480
1. Arizong 476
8. Sefon Haoll a0
9. South Coraling 469
€ Harvard 465

1

SECOND 19, Georaro South, Cal State-
Los Angetes, Loursiana Tech, vander-
LUl Pan Americon, Minnesola, towo.
AMiami of Ohio. Arizona State, Santa
Ciara.

COLLEGE DIVISION

1. Calitarmia-trvine 485
T vandosta State 480
3. Onio Northern 477
4 New Haven 476
S. New Orieans 4/3
6. Contral Atissouri 470
7. Puget Soung 489
8. Southern thinols-
Edwardsville 465
9 Filerida Touttien 464
10 Cui Stite +oitet lon 460

fhinors, LDetto Liate b steen ditinais, | tha-
co, Cal  State Nunthriage,  Monlclor
State. Ouion State, C.W. Post,




By JIM WILDRICK

Not so long ago, the three
Rs uscd to be the big thing
around cducational institu-
] tions.

But the het here is that all
they're talking about at the
University of New Haven
(Conn.) today are the three
Ps — Paglialunga. Pulit and
Powers. First baseman Len
Paglialunga. starting pitcher
Johs Pulyt snd teiuver b
by Powers were the three
heroes -Sunday at Lanphier
Park as Coach Frank Vie-
ira's Chargers eliminated
Valdosta (Ga.) State from
the National Collegiate Divi-
sion World Series. New Ha-
ven. with its back to the wall
after losing Saturday. made
Valdosta the Series’ first
casualty by handing the
Blazers a 1-0 defeat. It was

New Haven Stays Alive,
Qusts Valdosta State

dnlled a single to Jeft to
score the only run New Ha-
ven needed.

But don't get the idea it
was smooth sailing for New

fourth ““home’” team o win
in four games, Far from it
fulit. who lowered this
camed  run averapge  drom
060 to 0.54 (the nation’s hest
teams)
water in the

singled,  but
al scecond  as

Haven. which became the among Ihvision 11
FIRST GAME was in- hot
vaidosta (0 ;
HAO) e Reven ©) cighth before Powers came
Cargen,dh 40 1 Seall. ss 412 ontocarnthe save.
Howen, ¢t 402 Pwmor, rt 401 o 3 -~
PO €01 Montoni,dh 3¢ 0 Gepe  Felts
Regtor, et 301 Paat'naa, 1D 301 was retired
Eeanam, ¢ 30 Awenar. g L0 3
201 bavss. 1 Jc Jerome Regster reached on
PEL tue i 200 @ Dwhdels
) H Feating, 3o 501 -
fouian. 20 461 Ren'hiif 20 Darrell Branam
fieves, 9 3060 4
bAttord 100 . blooped a single down the
—  left-field line, sending is-
Totals 3308 Yotals e d. C‘, (tndmg, Regis
a-roled out tor Hishoo (n 9th ter to third. Pulit worked the
t-roltea out for Reeves 1o 8tn
vaidosta 000 000 0000 count to 1-1 .
New Haven oo 00y cor—r  hitter Jeff Greenhalgh, bt
Kil- Faalistunga. £ - #ikor, FPetly Vieira went
v .

PO-A~ Valaosta 24-15, N.H 2720, LOB
- waiaosta 9. New Haven 5 Sh- Foa.
fistunga. Sh—HBishep

"w h rerbbo

The

Petty (L} L] FAE T B )
Pubit (Vo) 123 e 00 vV 3
Fonery 1Y/3 00 ¢ C O

HEP- Ay Pulit (Branam). Jenes.

Fisher, [11rski. T—1:38. A 4L0.

left-handed

and singaled tor Powers.

right-hander
made good use of s shider,
getting Greenhalgh to fly out

junior

e ok
Calvner

then

mound

only the second time Valdos-
ta, which bowed out at 38-13,
had been shut out this year.
But the heroes had to get
an assist from the law of

averages in posting their
%th victory against seven
losses.

Just as a New Haven er-
ror paved the way for =

to California-Irvine  S.ur-
day. so a Valdosta error was
one of the key factors in
sending the Blazers packing
Sunday.

' Joe Small, the man who
made the error that opened
.the gates to a four-run lrvine
inning  Saturday. leamed
Sunday how it feels 1o be on
the other side of the fence.

sixth inning by lacing a
grounder off Blazer pitcher
Rill Petty's ankle. The ball
caromed over to ncar the
third base line before Petty
could retrieve it and, when
he 'did, he tossed wildly
down the right-field line in a
futile attempt to throw out
Small. Small cnded up at
third.

Petty then pot Fd Pikor to
ground out and was able to
glove Rich Montoni's  hot
smash back to the box. But
Paglialunga, a 398 hitter

He upened the bottom of the}

coming into the tournament,

Continued On Page 9

New Haven — ~Jt was probably the best
~onti . > thing  that could have hap-
1 >, . P are o
- Continued Prom Pogce pened,” Pulit said of Vieira's
to ripht. Powers st down decision. ] was having

the side in order in the ninth
on three ground balls to pre-
serve the victory.

“Hle (Pulity is my room-
mate and my best {riend and
1 hadn't saved one for hum
all year, so I'm reaily happy
with the way things turned
out.” said Powers. 1 was
here  Saturday night when
Greenhalgh hit his-homer, so
1 threw him all shders and
tried to keep the ball awoy
from him. The one he hit
was an outside shder. ile
tricd to pull it and cnded up
not getting real goud wood
on it. 1 wasnt that con-
cerned about walking him’
cause they had o right-
hander coming up after mm,
so 1 shot a little more for the
comers.

“I'lt tell you, I've owed
him (Pulit} one for awhile
now. I relieved him in a
game where we were down,
31. against Quinuipiac. 1
gave up a run and we ended
up losing by one and that's
the only loss he's hud this
year.”

Pulit, 7-1, admitted he was
tiring.

some trouble with my curve-
ball not breaking. I was a
littie tight when the game
started, but, once we got
going, I figured we were the
better team. Our defense did
it. They've been great all
year. We wouldn’t be here
without our defense.”

“When I go to the mound,
they know they're gone.”
said the self-described *‘cra-
man.” *1 saw the home
run he (Greenhalgh) hit Sat-
urday and, when 1 saw him
hit that long foul off John, I

made up my mind. John did
a pood job. He went owver
coven anninps and that's all
we wanted from him. Sure,
he was an the ropes awhie,
Lt he's been on the ropes
before and he's a kid who
never loses his conll He just
dovsn't get shook up out
there. If he's not an All-
Amitican, 1 don't know who
is. 1 just thapk God for a
goy hise Juhn Palit,”

Parbalunpa said he hit a
fastbati for the pame’s only
run batted in.

“The pitching here is bet-
tor than what we've seen all
year,” he admtied. 1 just
wanted to make contact with
the bail. Thevre not  just
throwing the ball over here,
thev're aiming for the cor-

ners.
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1975 RESUME
VALDOSTA STATE BLAZERS

After two consecutive National Tournament appearances, 1975 must be con--
sidered a "down' year. The Blazers did go 36-~17 on the season (the fifth best
percentage mark in school history), and received an NCAA Regional bid, but failed
to win the South Atlantic Conference (14-4, to winning Columbus® 15-4), and
dropped six of their last eight encounters. The loss of Felts, Bowen, and
Register proved to big an obstacie to over-come, in VSC's quest for National
honors.

Hitting was the major problem (.262 as a team), but even more frustrating
was VSC's inability to hit with men-on-base. JC recruit, Dave Taylor (.354) led
the team from his short-stop position, while 1974 hero, Dan Darden (.332, and now
in centerfield), and returnees Moose Greenhalgh (.291), and Darrell Branam (.274)
provided help. Frosh recruit, Craig Viers (from Crown Point, Ind.) hit a solid
.284, but no other regular was over the .250 mark.

Pitching-wise, the team had a 2.65 ERA, and was led by Lawrence Clarington
(5~1, 1.66 ERA), Bull Giddens (4-2, 1.83 ERA), Tony Ferrera (5-1, 2.33 ERA), and
ace-reliever Bill Parsons (5-0, 2.40 ERA). Veteran, sophomores Bill Petty (7-6,
2.94 ERA), and Steve McDiffitt (5-5, 3.24 ERA) pitched the 'big' games, and were
most often the victims of the lack of clutch hitting.

VSC jumped to a 23-7 mark, including 3-wins over NAIA National champion,

Lewis (who won the Nationals in '74, '75, and '76). Darden got all three game
winning hits (twice in the bottom-of-the-ninth, and once in the bottom-of-the-
eighth), in 8-7, 6-5, and 5-4 decisions. Columbus took the wind out of the Blazer
sails by winning a conference twin-bill in Columbus, but the good-guys did get the
decision in a fight between the team, and a roudy group of Cougar fans. The record
stretched to 29-9, 31-10, and 34-11 before the late season demise began. Included,
however, in the late~season losses, were conference set-backs to Columbus and
Augusta, that cost VSC the title.

The Blazers returned to the site of their big regional win, in 1974, at Lake-
land, Fla., and were promptly eliminated in two straight games (Florida Southern
6-0, and Columbus 5-2). Darden, and Greenhalgh especially had good years, with
the ''Deacon'' having 25 stolen-bases (in 26 attempts), and 25 extra-base-hits,
while '"Moose' hit 9 homers, and played a superb first-base. Taylor was a great
leader, besides hitting for the second-best average ever, by a VSC short-stop.

Taylor & Gr¥&enhalgh




VALDOSTA STATE

1975 Baseball

FINAL STATISTICS
won 36 - lost 17

B R MBI AVG, 2B 3B HR  SB
Dave Taylor, ss 16 4o 58 28 .354 7 1 3 2
Dan Darden, cf 223 45 74 36 .332 12 8 5 25
Jeff Greenhalgh, 1b 175 35 51 32 .291 5 2 9 1
Craig Viers, 1f 183 30 52 31 .284 9 1 3 10
Darrell Branam, c 157 29 43 2k .274 L 0 5§ 3
Dan Alford, 2b 106 13 26 15 .250 2 1 1 8
Foster Foran, rf 119 7 28 15 .235 L 2 1 1
Steve Sumner, 3b 137 17 30 11 .219 3 0 O 4
Mike Balboni, dh-c 103 12 22 12 .214 6 0 0 1
Kim Jones, of 52 10 11 9 .212 b 1 0 13
Pete Reeves, ss 70 12 9 i .129 0 0 0 4

TOTALS S 1698 288 445 245 .262 58 16 28 84

(Vic Feist, p 3-1, .333; Bill Parsons, p 20-6, .300; Carlton Bassett, rf
43-11, .256; Ken Purdy, of 12-3, .250; Gary Giddens, p 28-5, .179; Marty
Bishop, 3b 46-8, .174; Bill Petty, p 21-3, .143; Vince Musashe, 2b 36-4,
.111; Steve McDiffitt, p 1-0, .000; Tony Ferrera, p 1-0, .000)

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R,A,

Larry Clarington 13 56,1 38 18 10 31 28 5-1 1.66
Gary Giddens 6 39.1 36 12 8 9 24 -2 1.83
Tony Ferrera 9 6.1 43 20 12 23 32 5-1 2.33
Bill Parsons 16 4L8.2 45 14 13 15 19 5-0 2.40
Bill Petty 14 104 102 45 34 29 49 7-6 2.94
Steve McDiffitt 13 91.2 81 44 33 1 61 5-5 3.24
Lavon Keadle 7 42 .1 39 20 16 21 23 3-1 3.40
TOTALS 53 458 Los 188 135 191 254 36-17 2.65

(Vic Feist 2-0, 0.95; Dan Darden 0-0, 2.08; Carlton Bassett O0-1, 4.50;
Foster Foran 0-0, 18.00)




VALDOSTA STAﬁ

1975 Baseba

FINAL SCORES
won 36 - lost 17

(L) vsC O, Florida State ......... 9 VSC 5, West Georgia .......... 2 .
(L) vsc 3, Florida State ......... 8 VSC 3, West Georgia .......... 0
VSC 6, Morris Harvey ......... 3 (L) vSC 2, Columbus .sveeveveeroes 3
VSC 21, Morris Harvey ......... 1 (L) vSC 3, Columbus ...ecoevencoss b .
VSC 3, Morris Harvey ......... 2 VSC 7, Mercer ......cceceeeees. 6
VSC 3, West Liberty State .... 2 VSC 10, Georgia College ....... 2
VSC 3, David Lipscomb ........ 1 VSC 2, Augusta .ceeeevesnnnnns 1
(L) vsc 0, David Lipscomb ........ 1 VSC 4, AUQUSEA vvvevenveneena. O
VSC 4, Il1linois Benedictine .. 3 VSC 6, Armstrong State ....... 5
VSC 2, lllinois Benedictine .. 1 VSC 1, Armstrong State ....... O
(L) vsC 3, lllinois Benedictine .. 4 (L) vsC 3, Albany State .......... bk
(L) vSC 3, Florida .eoevevennnnnnn 11 VSC 9, Southern Tech ...e..... 2
VSC 8, Lewis v.ovevevereenennnn 7 VSC 5, Southern Tech «¢vevee.. O
VSC 6, Lewis veevvernenennnnns 5 (L) vsC 2, Georgia Southern ...... 9
VSC 5, Lewis covvvvniennnn. eee. b VSC 2, Georgia Southwestern .. 1
VSC 6, Macalester ............ O VSC 11, Florida A&M ......cevve 3
VSC 4, Macalester ........ cee. 2 VSC 6, Columbus .....oceeeuus. B
(L) vsC 2, Erskine ..... Ceeeeieaa 3 (L) vSC 3, Columbus ....vceveveno.
VSC 4, Erskine ...... e 3 (L) vSC 3, Florida A&6M ........... &4
VSC 10, Ft. Valley State ...... 2 VSC 17, Georgia College ....... 1
VSC 7, Westmar ...... S, .4 (L) vSC 1, Albany State .......... b X
VSC 23, Westmar ....... R | (L) VSC 1, AUQUSEE +.veveneeacnsas b
VSC 8, Southern Tech ......... 3 VSC 6, Augusta ...eeeceevneans 1
VSC 10, Southern Tech ......... 5 .
(L) vSC 4, Mercer ......oevvvvnns . 6 NCAA SOUTH ATLANTIC REGIONAL
VSC 7, Armstrong State ....... 4 Lakeland, Fla.
VSC 7, Armstrong State ....... 3 (L) vsC 0, Florida Southern ...... 6
VSC 12, Georgia Southwestern .. 11 (L) vsC 2, Columbus .....ceveevees 5




Eassett Singles Blazers
Past Bears In 12t}

CARLTON BASSETT
‘ Blazer Hero .

By MIKE CHASON
In the Valdosta State
College baseball brochure,
Carlton Bassett is listed as an

18-year-old freshman pitcher -

from ' Thomasville who
throws right, bats right and
for all practical purposes, has
no outstanding attributes.
But all' that was before
Wednesday when he started
his first college game ever in
right field for VSC, and
cracked a pair of hits
including the game winner in
the bottom of the 12th inning

to push the Blazers past:

Mercer’s Bears 7-6.
Most of the slim erowd at
Blazer Field had long

departed when VSC second

baseman Dan Alford looped a
long double to right center

field to lead off the 12th for

Coach . Tommy Thomas’
Valdosta State nine. :
Alford was followed by

Basgett, who promptly drilled

- a single up the middle to

score Alford and gain the
praise of his teammates and
his coach.

‘It was a great win for us,f’

Thomas said. ‘‘Especially
after those two losses
Tuesday to Columbus..

Mercer has a good baseball
team, and I'm real pleased to
beat them.

“I have to single out some
individuals like Cariton, of
course, who really came
through for us in right field
and at the plate. He'll get
another chance out there for
sure.

" “Dan Darden made ene of

the finest catches I've aver
seen in center field in the 12th-
inning.. Then there’s Bill
Parsons who. came on in
relief and stopped them frqm
the mound.”

Thomas added ‘he felt his
men had a little revenge to
get on the Bears after a
recent trip to Macon where
VSC came back with a loss
and a few complaints about
the umpires. '

There was much armg
both ways Wednesday, but as
usual the umpires mneveér:
reversed their decision. 7

It was evident from -
start of the three and one half
hour contest that the Blam'f
Lawrence Clarington just tdid
not have the stuff to hsg oa'

themound.
He gave a pretty good
indication in the opening

frame when he walked four -

Bears and gave up a double to
Greg Engle for a total of
three Mercer runs.

Mercer’s John Hart didn’t
have much better luck in the
VSC half of the first, allowing
five walks, a smgle to Craig
Viers and two Blazer tallies.

The Bears managed
another run in the second and
Clarington was gone. Tony
Ferrera appeared in relief

only to take the long walk

from the mound himself in

the fourth when the Bears

woke up for two more runs.
As did Parsons, Robert

Yopp had to come on in relief
in-the fourth for Mercer after

emotions since the ball looked -

impossible to catch until the
speedy Macon native made
believers out of everyone.

The now 24-9 Blazers were
scheduled to take on Georgia
College in Milledgeville today
before hitting the road to
Augusta Samday.

Darrell Branam had

slammed his fifth homer of rrrn R ML)

the year in the third and VSC Pettiniss 3110 Taylorss

had brought in two more runs Boinc 5133 branm

in the fourth. Hartp 1000 Viersif
Viers’ single: which plated Yoppp. 3500 Husasmedn

Darden in the eighth tied Prirsnct 2001 Jonespr

" . things up until the lanky Gavtreect 2000 S

freshma:}:! rightfielder did his mb" 4 4‘)(]) 8 Q{g&za

thlng in the 12th. Clrngt
Darden’s diving grab of "3000 Erersp

Bob Mitchell’s sinking liner . we Parsonsp

in the top of the 12th could Tota 894

have spurred Bassett's Ve gn'? 0 o g'i:"
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1976 RESUE
VALDOSTA STATE BLAZERS

Valdosta State blasted to a 9-1 get-away, in the first ten games, including
wins over Georgia, Western Kentucky (twice), and Duke. People were saying that
the 1976 team would be the best in VSC history. Indeed, on paper, a great year
was in the offing. Pitching-wise, the frosh phenoms of 1974 were back (Bill
Petty 6-3, 2.14 ERA; and Steve McDiffitt 6-6, 1.94 ERA), along with returnee Bull
Giddens (3-6, 3.47 ERA), and JUCO tranfers Richard Sullivan (5-6, 2.29 ERA), and
Hodges McLendon (3-3, 3.17 ERA).

The infield was also supposed to be the school's best ever, with Danny Bliz-
zard (.241) at third, Dave Taylor (.240) at short, Skip Fite (.312) at second, and
Moose Greenhalgh (.247) at first. Mike Balboni (.151), and Cecil Whitehead (.258)
would share the catching duties. In the outfield, Dan Alford (.324) was in left,
Craig Viers (.313) in center, while David DeMersseman (.248), and Chuck Beale
(.313) alternated in left.

The Blazers dropped a double-header (4-1, and 1-0) to 1l1linois Benedictine,
the day prior to Winter Quarter finals, and never recovered. They ended the year
28-25 (the worst record since 1967), with a humiliating 8-10, South Atlantic Con-
ference mark. For the first-time since 1968 no tournament bid was offered.

The hitting was pathetic (.263), and unlike 1975.where clutch hitting was
the problem, the 1976 crew (after the first ten games) was unable to even get
men on base. They were shut-out 8 times, and scored above 4-runs only 23-times
in 53-games. The pitchers suffered from all this, with Petty, McDiffitt, and
Sullivan mostly being the victims. Chuck Beale (3-0, 2.14 ERA), Lawrence Clar-
ington (1-1, 2.18 ERA), and Billy Tyler (1-0, 3.27 ERA) pitched well in relief.
The staff would have been even stronger, had fire-balling, southpaw Vic Feist
(0-0, 0.00 ERA) recovered from arm surgery.

- £ a A - e

TOP (1-r): Petty, Giddens, DeMersseman, Greenhalgh, Feist, Sullivan, Alford,
Tyler, Blizzard. MIDDLE (1-r): Wright (mgr.), Fite, McDiffitt, Taylor, Bal-
boni, Shuman, Whitehead, McLendon. BOTTOM (1-r): Clarington, Viers, Jones,
Viers.




Dan Alford, rf
Craig Viers, cf
Chuck Beale, p-dh
Skip Fite, 2b

Cecil Whitehead, c
David DeMersseman, 1f
Jeff Greenhalgh, 1b
Danny Blizzard, 3b
Dave Taylor, ss
Bart Shuman, inf
Mike Balboni, c

TOTALS

(Kim Jones, of 39-10,
21-3, .143; Bill Petty,
Clarington, p 2-0,
p 1-0, .000)

G

Steve McDiffitt 13
Bill Petty 11
Richard Sullivan 12
Hodges McLendon 11
Gary Giddens 10
TOTALS 53
(Vic Feist 0-0, 0.00;
Billy Tyler

2.18; 1-0,

.000;

V TA STATE
19 Baseball
FINAL STATISTICS
won 28 - lost 2
AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3 RSB
173 26 56 30 .324 8 2 1 10
176 30 55 23 .313 8 4 2 15
80 18 25 6 .313 2 1 0 1
186 41 58 17 .312 7 0 1 20
66 13 17 8 .258 2 0 0 3
101 10 25 18 .248 7 0 0 7
154 28 38 31 .247 1 2 9 6
162 20 39 22 .241 10 0 2 3.
154 28 37 11 .240 4 0 1 7
74 2 17 9 .230 0 2 0 1
86 6 13 7 .151 1 0 0 2
1522 236 L4oo 195 .263 53 12 19 77
.256; Billy Tyler, dh 31-6, .194; Ken Purdy, of
p 9-1, .111; Gary Giddens, p 5-0, .000; Larry

Richard Sullivan, p 2-0, .000;

Hodges Mclendon,

IP H R ER BB SO WL E.R.A,
88.1 72 I 19 36 64 6-6 1.94
80 71 24 19 23 37 6-3 2.14
74.2 60 34 19 43 71 5-6 2.29
59.2 66 30 21 11 38 3-3 3.17
62.1 63 29 24 21 33 3-6 3.47
L19.1 379 176 116 164 270 28-25 2.49
Chuck Beale 3-0, 2.14; Larry Clarington 1-1,

3.27)

. Jﬂwy/ask-Blizzard
B2 N W T Tk .
R ) .



VALDOSTA STATE

197 Baseball

FINAL SCORES
“won 28 - lost 25

VSC 8, Georgia ....veevvnieennn. L VSC 12, Southern Tech ......... 2
VSC 8, Western Kentucky ...... 3 VSC 7, Armstrong State ....... 6
VSC 5, Western Kentucky ...... 1 VSC 8, Armstrong State ....... 1
VSC 7, Duke ......... tereeee.. b VSC 11, Mercer ......vce... eeee 5
(L) VSC 3, Morris Harvey ......... b VSC 3, Florida ...vovevuvnnn.. 1
VSC 3, Morris Harvey ......... 0 (L) VSC 3, West Georgia .oeeee.... 5
VSC 7, Morris Harvey ......... 0 (L) VSC 1, West Georgia .......... 3
VSC 6, West Liberty State .... 2 VSC 4, Columbus .............. 3
VSC 6, lllinois Benedictine .. 5 (L) vSC 0, Columbus v..ovvvuuen... 1
VSC 7, Illinois Benedictine .. 0 (L) VSC 1, Lewis vvvrvuvrvnnennnn. 5
(L) vsC 1, I1linois Benedictine .. &4 (L) VSC 0, Lewis vevuveeeerennnn.. 3
(L) VSC 0, Illinois Benedictine .. 1 (L) VSC 1, LeWiS cvvvevennennnnnns 2
(L) vSC 3, Howard ............ .o b (L) VSC 1, Augusta ......eveeen... 2
(L) vSC 0, Florida State ......... 9 VSC 6, Augusta .......cevevn.. 0
VSC 8, Tennessee ............. 0 (L) VSC 1, Armstrong State ....... 7
VSC 14, Ft. Valley State ...... 1 VSC 6, Armstrong State ....... 0
VSC 5, Ft. Valley State ...... 0 VSC 6, Georgia Southwestern 4
VSC 9, Otterbein .......c..... 8 (L) vSC 4, Southern Tech ......... 8
(L) vsC 1, Otterbein ...vevuunnn.. 2 VSC 17, Southern Tech ......... 1
(L) VSC 0, Wright State .......... 2 (L) vSC 0, Columbus ............ R
(L) vsC 2, Florida State ......... 6 (L) vSC 1, Columbus .............. 3
VSC 3, Erskine ...v.vinnennnns 1 VSC 3, Florida ....vveevnnnnne 2
VSC 8, Albany State .......... 3 (L) VSC 0, West Georgia ....oooe... 6
(L) vsC 0, Georgia Southern ...... 5 VSC 13, Albany State ..... ve... b
(L) vsC 3, Georgia Southern ...... 6 (L) vSC 3, Augusta .......... veee. 5
(L) vSC 4, Georgia Southwestern .. 6 (L) VSC 3, Mercer .......... ceneas kb
VSC 5, Southern Tech ......... 3
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Riverside’s All American

® ide third baseman:v.
nrsley stepped. close.

right fxelder Nate Quarle
threw a bullet to home platd
and catcher Doug McCulloct
had the ball waiting on Viers.

Viers slammed into thq
catcher but he couldn’t ja
the ball loose.

When both playérs got up
Viers headed for the dugou
but got a glight shove fro
McCulloch. That’s all it took
to light Viers’ fire. He took 3
swing at McCulloch and soo
both teams were engaged i
pushing, shoving and pun
ching matches on the field.

Viers somehow slipped

from the grasp of his
teammates and landed a
crashing left hand on the
head of: Rlversule pxtcher
Steve Glaum ¢ :
. 1t was no doubt the best
punch thrown all night and
one that made Glaum
reluctant for any more ac-
tion.

Just when the fight seemed
about over, several VSC
players pulled a Highlander
off to the side and delivered a
little individual attention. |

The umpires, head coaches
and police finally broke up|
the fight but not before
several California - players
received dark noticeable
bruises.

None of the Blazers ap-
peared to be suffering. ‘



1977 RESUE
VALDOSTA STATE BLAZERS

Sometimes when things look the bleakest, good things happen. Such was the
1977 season, that saw VSC go 47-16, and make their third National Tournament
appearance in 5-years. Coming off the disappointing years of 1975 (36-17), and
1976 (28-25), the Blazers had things fall together, and won their second South
Athletic Conference title (13-2) since the inception of the League in 1974.

The hitting (.315) was the best in the school's history, although averages
in both college, and professional ball were way up. The pitching was good, even
though the team ERA of 3.51 was the third highest in VSC history. The higher
batting averages, and soaring ERA's were attributed to baseballs stitched in
Hiati.

Local-boy, Cecil Whitehead (.373) led the hitters, and had the greatest
power year, since Gene Felts (1972). Cecil had 26 extra-base-hits, and broke the
record for runs-batted-in (53). He got adequate support from a host of .300
hitters, including Skip Fite (.366), Craig Viers (.348), Ken Smith (.333), Sal
Amadeo (.330), Bruce Fowler (.329), David DeMersseman (.326), and Billy Forten-
berry (.320). Fortenberry, Amadeo, and Viers formed the best hitting outfield
since Felts, Bowen, and Register (1973 and 1974).

Freshman, lefthander Jimmy Wall (8-1, 1.93 ERA), veterans Steve McDiffitt
(10-1, 2.50 ERA), Bill Petty (7-2, 3.18 ERA), and Richard Sullivan (9-4, 3.62
ERA) handled the starting chores, while Charlie Beale (2-2, 2.81 ERA) pitched
brilliant relief. Frosh Mike Raines (4-0, 6.59 ERA), and lefty, reliever Billy
Tyler (3-2, 3.83 ERA) added much depth to the staff.

The Blazers raced to 8-1, and 15-3 marks, and were 20-8 when they began
their quest for the SAC crown. They shut-out Armstrong State three-times,
blasted West Georgia in a 3-game series (allowing only 3-runs), and beat Southern
Tech thrice (allowing only two runs). In Columbus, for a 3-game set, VSC won
the Friday contest (10-3), before losing twice the next day (6-5, and 16-7). The
Blazers held a 5-0 lead in that first-game, going into the bottom of the eighth,
only to be beaten on a tenth-inning homer.

Going into the final series of the season (at Augusta), Valdosta State had
to sweep, while West Georgia had to beat Columbus 2 of 3. |t happened exactly
that way, and gave VSC the right to host the first South Atlantic Conference
tournament, as regular season champions. Super, relief pitching by Beale, and
a solid-hitting attack won the tourney, and put the NCAA Regionals in Valdosta.

In the SAC tourney, the Blazers blasted Columbus, before splitting with West
Georgia (losing 16-8, and winning 8-5) the next day. The last day twin-bill was
particularly important to VSC morale, since it was played without Whitehead, whose
father had passed-away, the day before (it was the sixteenth, and seventeenth games
that Cecil missed in 1977; the first 15 because of a hand injury). Freshman Ken
Smith went 5x7, for the day, in Whitehead's position, as the team rallied for Cecil.

The Regionals were a hard-fought affair, as VSC lost to West Georgia in the
second-round (4-3, in 10-innings) to put themselves in the losers bracket. They
had blasted 20-hits, a day earlier to pound Columbus 18-3 (behind Viers' 7 RBi's,
and McDiffitt's pitching), and had to face them again, in a Saturday do-or-die
situation. The Blazers won it L-1, and moved into the finals versus the Braves.

After falling behind 4-0 in the first-inning of the Sunday opener, VSC won a
9-6 decision, and a second game became necessary. Bill Petty pitched a brilliant
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both unearned), and a bottom-of-the-ninth, 2-run
in Springfield (111., and the Nationals), with
11x19 at the plate, in five games.

game (allowing only two runs;
homer, by Viers put the Blazers
a 3-2 win. Viers was Regional MVP, going

VSC lost their first game (2-1, to top-
their way through the losers bracket, beating

in 13-innings), and UMo-St. lLouis (11-4). They were
the-ninth, when UCalif-Riverside scored two-runs,
The school's National Tournament (s) record became 4-6 (with 5
a 1-6 record as visitors (VSC is 3-0 as the home

As usual in National Tournaments,
ranked Eckerd), but did fight

Shippensburg State (2-1,
eliminated in the bottom-of -

for an 8-7 win.
of the losses by 1-run), with

team) .
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» 2 3456 789 H

TOP (1-r): Leach Petty, McDiffitt, Fowler, DeMersseman, Raines, Viers, Smith,
Whitehead, McLendon, Tyler, Feist. BOTTOM (1-r): Maini, Clarington, Beale,
Fute, Sul]nvan, Amadeo, Purdy, Shuman, Wall, Griffin, Fortenberry.
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YALDOSTA STATE

1977 Baseball

FINAE STATISTIC
" wen 47 - lost ]i

R AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B R SB
Cecil Whitehead, ¢ 150 51 56 53 .373 10 6 10 10
Skip Fite, 2b 227 72 83 26 .366 10 4 0 28 ‘
Craig, Viers, rf 181 45 63 L9 .348 14 6 2 17
Ken Smith, dh-c 81 14 27 21 .333 2 2 3 2
Sal Amadeo, cf 212 61 70 32 .330 11 2 5 11
Bruce Fowler, 1b 167 40 55 22 .329 11 2 1 6
David DeMersseman, dh 227 58 74 37 .326 16 2 2 20
Billy Fortenberry, If 194 31 62 38 .320 10 1 2 1
Bart Shuman, ss 142 14 39 27 .275 1 2 1 2
Dale Leach, 1b 120 19 33 29 .275 4 0 2 3
Keith Griffin, 3b 181 31 47 36 .260 9 1 2 9
Keith Maini, ss 88 21 17 1h .193 k 0 o 5

TOTALS 2025 470 638 1389 .315 104 29 30 119

(Bill Petty, p 4-2, .500; Billy Tyler, p 7-2, .286; Scott Alvarez, utl.
12-3 .250; Ken Purdy, of 21-4 .190; Jimmy Wall, p 11-1 .091)
G IP H R ER BB SO W-L E.R/A,

Jimmy Wall 1 79.1 48 24 17 36 32 8-1 1.93
Steve McDiffitt 15 101 82 36 28 37 64 10~1 2,50
Chuck Beale 22 41.2 4y 29 13 19 21 2-2 2.81
Bill Petty 13 73.2 81 38 26 23 27 7-2 3.18
Richard Sullivan 16 7h4.2 68 34 30 35 45 9-4 3.62
Billy Tyler 11 Ly 2 36 25 19 33 38 3-2 3.83

TOTALS 63 521.1 483 269 203 249 293 47-16 3.51

(Dale Leach 1-1, 2.45; Larry Clarington 1-0, 4.87; Hodges McLendon 2-1,
5.26; Bill Ranne 0-2, 6.37; Mike Raines k-0, 6.59; Ken Purdy 0-0, 37.70;
Scott Alvarez 0-0, 81.00)
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VALDOSTA STATE

1977 Baseball

FINAL SCORES
won 47 - lost 16

Rose~Hulman
Morris Harvey
Morris Harvey
Morris Harvey
Rose-Hulman
Rose-Hulman
Rose~Hulman
Rose-Hulman
Florida State
UWis-Parkside
Western Kentucky
Tennessee
i1l1inois Benedictine ..
ITlTinois Benedictine ..
I1l1inois Benedictine ..
I11inois Benedictine ..
North Central
North Central
St. Francis
St. Francis
St. Francis
Otterbein
Otterbein
Otterbein
Florida
Armstrong State
Armstrong State
Armstrong State
St. Xavier
St. Xavier
St. Xavier
West Georgia
West Georgia
West Georgia

---------

ooooooooooooo

ooooooooo

---------

-----------

.............

---------------

------------

(L)

(L)

(L)

(L)

(L)

(L)

VSC 3, Florida State ......... 9
VSC 17, Southern Tech ......... 2
VSC 9, Southern Tech ......... 0
VSC 6, Southern Tech ......... 0
VSC 2, Georgia Southern ...... 1
VSC 5, Georgia Southern ...... 26
VSC 10, Georgia Southwestern .. 9
VSC 10, Auburn .....ccicveecnses 9
VSC 10, Columbus ....ocavevosas 3
VSC 5, Columbus .....ccvvenn.. 6
VSC 7, Columbus .......ccvvenn. 16
VSC 3, Georgia Southwestern .. 4
VSC 13, Augusta ....cccvveenenns 6
VSC 6, Augusta ......eeecuenns 1
VSC 7, Augusta .....ccveeee-en 2

SOUTH ATLANTIC CONFERENCE TOURNEY
Valdosta, Ga.

VSC 10, Augusta ....oveveevenes 5
VSC 18, Columbus .....ceveveunn 7
VSC 8, West Georgia .oeeeeen.. 16
VSC 8, West Georgia .....cc... 5
NCAA SOUTH ATLANTIC REGIONAL
Valdosta, Ga.
VSC 18, Columbus ....eveevnenns 3
VSC 3, West Georgia .......... 4
VSC 4, Columbus .....ecvveeenn. 1
VSC 9, West Georgia .......... 6
VSC 3, West Georgia ...eveeecen 2
NCAA DIVISION 11 WORLD SERIES
Springfield, 111.

VSC 1, Eckerd .....ceivivianns 2
VSC 2, Shippensburg State .... 1
VSC 11, UMo-St. Louis ....ocen. 4
VSC 7, UCalif-Riverside ...... 8




VALDOSTA_STATE
1977

GAME LINESCORES
February 26

123 456 789 R HE
AUBUIrN it ir ittt it enieneeersonneans 010 041 200 -- 8-11-2
Valdosta State ..v..cvivveunnenennns 111 000 001 -- 4- 8-1 N

Wimberly, Lowe (3) & Tragesay; Sullivan, Beale (5),
Clarington (7), Raines (9) & Whitehead. (Fortenberry 2x3)

WP: Lowe, LP: Sullivan (0-1) A *
March 6
123 456 R HE
Rose-Hulman ......c.eeeveooncoecenas 000 010 -~ 1- 2-6
Valdosta State ....everenconananens 207 50x --14-13-1

Ellis, Wyscoski (3) & Neal; McDiffitt, Tyler (5) &
wWhitehead, Smith (5). (DeMersseman 3x4, 2b, 2b; Amadeo
2xh; Whitehead 3-rbi's, 3b; Viers 3x3, 2b; Leach 3-rbi's)
WP: McDiffitt (1-0), LP: Ellis.

March 8
123 456 789 R HE
Morris Harvey ......ciieevecennenns 000 021 000 -- 3-7-9
Valdosta State .....cviciecococnnnns 100 120 30x ~-- 7-7-3
Brown, Chittum (6) & Samms; Petty & Whitehead. (Fite
3xh; DeMersseman 2x5, 2b, 2b) WP: Petty (1-0), LP: Brown.
March 9
123 456 789 R HE
Morris Harvey .....ciiivvenccnaanns 010 001 000 -- 2-11-2 R
Valdosta State .....ccieceernesacns 010 001 001 -- 3- 6-~1
Pugliese & Samms; McLendon, Beale (6) & Whltehead
(Whitehead 3x3, 2b; Leach 2-rbi's) WP: Beale (1-0),
Pugliese.
123 456 7 RHE
Morris Harvey ........ceveeeeeennnns 000 000 2 -- 2-6-0
Valdosta State .....civeinesenecans 105 310 x --10-9-1
Lees, Lakas (6) & Bailey; Sullivan & Whitehead, Smith
(6). (Maini 2x3; Amadeo 2x2; Whitehead HR, 6-rbi's;
Griffin 2x3) WP: Sullivan (1-1), LP: Lees.
March 11
123 456 7 RHE
Rose-Hulman ......ccceviiennnesences 000 100 0 -- 1-1-3
Valdosta State ....ciereeesnneccnns 202 130 x -- 9-9-3
Hammer, Skinner (6) & Neal; Clarington & Whitehead.
(Fortenberry 2x2, 2-rbi's; Leach 2-rbi's; Fowler 3x3,
3-rbi's) WP: Clarington (1-0), LP: Hammer.
123 b56 7 R HE
Rose~Hulman .....c.ceecereveccnnnsne 000 000 2 -- 2- 2-2
Valdosta State ...covivvvnvecoannns 070 201 x --10-11-5 .

Skinner, Foushee (3) & Bell; McDiffitt & Smith. (Fite
3xb; Leach 2x3, 2-rbi's; Maini 2-rbi's; Fowler 2-rbi's;
Smith 2-rbi's) WP: McDiffitt (2-0), LP: Skinner. .




March 19

123 456 7 RHE
11linois Benedictine ......cve0e... 001 100 0 -~ 2-9-3
Valdosta State ......cvvevecececens 240 000 x -- 6-4-1

Schultz & Deegan, Tyler, Beale (7) & Smith.
(DeMersseman 2-rbi's; Leach HR, 2-rbi's) WP: Tyler (2-0),
LP: Schultz.

123 Lgé 7 R HE
I1linocis Benedictine ...veveeeven.. 110 000 0 ~-- 2~ 5-0
¢ Valdosta State .....eveeevoeensnnons 021 420 x -- 9-10-2

Deering, Litzinger (4) & Terreberry, Foley (6); MclLendon
& Smith. (Viers 2x3, 2b, 3b; Griffin 2x3, 3-rbi's; Smith
2-rbi's) WP: McLendon (1-0), LP: Deering.

March 20

123 456 789 R HE
111inois Benedictine ...coeeenvn.n. 201 020 000 -- 5-10-0
Valdosta State ...vvvivnenennnonens 013 030 01x -- 8-11-3

Chalkey & Terreberry; Raines, Beale (3), Sullivan (5)

& Smith. (DeMersseman 3x3, 2b; Amadeo 2-rbi's) WP:
Sullivan (2-1), LP: Chalkey.
March 21

123 456 789 R HE
North Central .......ccceicececences 100 001 001 -- 3- 8-4
Valdosta State ....c.veeeveceenncas 202 420 01x --11 -14-2

. ‘ Lewis, Shimp (5), Dolan (7) & Dyke, Dakeovitch (7); Wall
& Smith. (Fite 4x5, 2-rbi's; Maini 2x5; Leach 2xk, 2-rbi's;
Viers 2x5, 2b) WP: Wall (1-0), LP: Lewis.

March 22

123 456 789 R HE
North Central ......... cereserannas 001 130 012 -- 8-9-2
Valdosta State ....eeeeeeeeenennens 010 010 041 -~ 7-7-3

Tapar, Shimp (8), Dolan (8) & Dyke; Clarington, Tyler
(5), Beale (9) & Smith. (Amadeo 2-rbi's; Griffin 2x4, 3b;
Smith 2x3) WP: Dolan, LP: Beale (0-2).

March 23

123 456 789 R HE
St. Francis ....cceveenreosnccsnnns 001 000 000 -- 1- 7-3
Valdosta State ...c.veervervncennns 200 200 01x =-- 5-10-2

Kmiec & Ford; McDiffitt & Smith. (DeMersseman 2x5; Viers
2xh, 2-rbi's; Fortenberry 2x4; Smith 2xh) WP: McDiffitt
(4-0), LP: Kmiec.

March 24

123 456 789 R HE
St. FranCis cueeeeeeeeerennecnconns 101 030 000 -- 5-15-4
Valdosta State .....c.cevevrenncncns 000 011 32x -- 7-10-2

Nickelson, Brown (8) & Ryley; Petty, Raines (8) & Smith.
(DeMersseman 2x5; Fortenberry 3x3; Leach 2x4, 2-rbi's)
. WP: Raines (2-0), LP: Brown.




March 12

123 456 7 R HE
Rose-Hulman ..........coiiiviennn... 000 000 0 ~- 0- 3-2
Valdosta State ......virennennenn-. 011 203 x -~ 7-11-2

Woszscwski & Leitgabel, Bell (6); Tyler & Whitehead.
(Fite 2x4; Amadeo 2x4; Whitehead 2-rbi's; Fowler 2x3)
WP: Tyler (1-0), LP: Woszscwski.

123 456 7 RHE
Rose=HUIman .+ ..uveerrnneernnnnennns 010 000 0 ~-- 1-1-4
Valdosta State .veveveeweeenenennns 020 502 x -~ 9-7-2 )

Schultz, Skinner (4) & Neal; Raines & Smith. (Viers
2xh, 3-rbi's; Leach 2x2; Fortenberry 2-rbi's) WP: Raines
(1-0), LP: Schultz.

March 13

123 456 78 R HE
Florida State v...vvviverennnconnns 111 000 65 -~14-14-1
Valdosta State .....vvrinnnennnnnn 000 000 41 -- 5- 8-3

Jones, Smith (6), Bedingfield (8) & Kennedy; Petty,
Beale (7), Sullivan (8) & Whitehead, Amadeo (3). (Fite
2-rbi's; Fortenberry 3x4; Griffin 2x4) WP: Jones, LP:

Petty (1-1).
March 17
123 456 7 R HE
UWis-Parkside ....cciiiiiennnnnnn.. 000 004 0 -- 4-6-2
Valdosta State ....vviinnneennnnnns 001 200 0 -- 3-4-1 .
Frankcour, Fosterly (5) & McKenna; Clarington, Beale
(6) & Amadeo. WP: Fosterly, LP: Beale (0-1).
123 456 7 R HE
Western Kentucky .................. 001 001 0 -- 2-10-2
Valdosta State ......veevennennnnn. 400 000 x -- 4- 7-2

Brooks, George (6) & Kendall; Sullivan & Smith.
(Leach 3x3) WP: Sullivan (1-1), LP: Brooks.

March 18

123 456 789 R HE
TennesSsSee ...t iienneeinnennennens 000 002 210 -- 5- 7-2
Valdosta State ....civiiiinnennnnnn 431 034 02x --17-19-2

McConkey, Hilton (5) & Basham, Mathews (6), Green (7),
Huskisson (8); McDiffitt, Beale (7) & Amadeo, Smith (5).
(DeMersseman 5x5, 2b; Fite 2x2, 2-rbi's; Amadeo 2-rbi's;
Leach 2x4, 2-rbi's; Fortenberry 2-rbi's; Maini 3x6, 2-rbi's;
Griffin 3x5, 2-rbi's) WP: McDiffitt (3-0), LP: McConkey.

123 456 789 R HE
I11inois Benedictine ......ovuv.... 200 000 000 -- 2-6-6
Valdosta State ...viinnnnnnnennnn. 040 306 00x --13-9-2
Lally, Deering (6) & Terreberry; Petty & Amadeo, Smith
(6). (Fite 3x5; Leach 2xh, 3-rbi's; Griffin 2x2) WP:
Petty (2-1), LP: Lally.




March 25

123 456 789 RHE
St. Francis ............. ... .. .. .. 000 020 200 -- 4-6-3
Valdosta State ................... . 000 001 110 -- ~-9-§5

Beyler, Mutz (9) & Ford; Ranne, Tyler (6) & smith.
(Fite 2xk; Amadeo 3x5) Wp: Beyler, LP: Ranne (0-1).

March 26

123 456 7 R HE
Otterbein ......................... 031 102 0 -- 7-14-3
Valdosta State .................. .. 231 301 x --10- 9-6

Dyson & Hoyle; Sullivan, Raines (2), Beale (4) & Smith.
(DeMersseman 2xh, 2b, 3-rbi's; Amadeo 2x3, 2b; Griffin
2-rbi's; Shuman 2x3, 2-rbi's; Smith 2x4k) wp: Raines (2-0),
LP: Dyson.

123 456 7 RHE

Otterbein ......................... 010 000 0 -- 1-3~0
Valdosta State .................... 100 001 x -- 2-7-1
Hillier ¢ Clark; McLendon g Smith. (DeMersseman 2x3,

HR) WP: McLendon (2-0), LP: Hiliier.

March 27

123 456 789 RHE
Otterbein ....................... .. 000 200 000 -- 2-6-0
Valdosta State .................... 000 003 10x -- 4-7-0

Williams & Hoyle, Clark (8); Wall & smith. (Fortenberry
3xk, 2-rbi's, 3b; Griffin 2-rbi's) WP: Wall (2-0), LP:
Williams.

March 29 at Gainesville, Fla.

123 456 789 RHE
Valdosta State .................... 000 014 000 -- 5-8-2
Florida .........................0 050 000 40x -- 9-9-0

McDiffitt, Ranne (2), McLendon (4) & Smith; Meadows &
Shulock. (DeMersseman 3x5, HR, 4-rbi's; Fortenberry 2x4)
WP: Meadows, LP: McLendon (2-1).

April 1 at Savannah, Ga.
‘ ‘ 123 456 789 R HE
Valdosta State .................... 212 000 110 -- 7-11-4
Armstrong State ................... 000 000 000 -- 0- 1-1
Wall g Whitehead; Heller g Seitz. (DeMersseman 3x5; Fite
2x5; Whitehead 2x4, HR, 3-rbi's; Amadeo 2x4, 2b, 2b) WwP:
Wall (3-0), LP: Heller

April 2 at Savannah, Ga.

123 456 789 RHE

Valdosta State .................... 000 000 001 ~-- 1-4-1

Armstrong State ................... 000 000 000 -- 0-5-0
McDiffitt ¢ Whitehead; Aenchbacher g Seitz. WP: McDiffitt

(4-0), Lp: Aenchbacher.




e

April 2 at Savannah, Ga.

123 456 7 RHE
Valdosta Stadte ....cceveveoccccenns 202 103 0 -- 8-8-0
Armstrong State .......ccciiencenn. 000 000 0 -- 0-2-5

Sullivan & Whitehead, Smith (7); Moore, Black (6),
Kinder (7) & Cox, Green (7). WP: Sullivan (3-1), LP: Moore.

April 3 ’
123 456 7 R HE

St. XAVIEr voveveeernrnoncnccancnns 000 202 1 -- 5- 8-1

Valdosta State «..eeeecesecscornenns 102 010 0 -- 4-11-2 *

Fazy & Johnson; Tyler, Beale (6) & Whitehead. (DeMersseman
2xh; Fite 2xb4; Whitehead 2x3, 2b, 3b, 2-rbi's; Fortenberry
2x3) WP: Fazy, LP: Beale (0-2).

123 456 7 R HE
St. XAVIEF cvrveeeecnenssoseasennes 020 000 0 -- 2~ 5-2
Valdosta State ....cevesovoocscocns 020 022 x -- 6-12-2

Rogers, Benazo (6) & Lacascio; Petty & Whitehead.
(DeMersseman 3xk; Viers 2x3, 2-rbi's; Amadeo 3x3; Shuman
2x3, 2-rbi's) WP: Petty (3-1), LP: Rogers.

April 4
123 456 789 R HE
St. XavVier .eeeeeereesesnnsonsnonns 000 000 060 -- 6~ 6-2
Valdosta State .....ceveecroncoccns 201 203 02x --10-13-2
Hussey, Mazo (4), Maroni (8) & Johnson; Raines, Clarington
(8), Beale (8) & Whitehead, Smith (8). (Fite 2x3; DeMersseman .

2x5, 2-rbi's; Whitehead 2-rbi's; Fowler 3xk4, 2b; Shuman 2x3,
2-rbi's) WP: Raines (3-0), LP: Mazo.

April 8

123 456 789 R HE
WesSt GEeOrgia «eeeeeencnannoccsccans 000 000 000 -- 0- 4-5
Valdosta State .....cceceecccconnes 202 200 03x -- 9-11-0

Taylor, Detzer (3), Ayers (5) & Fite; Wall & Whitehead.
(Fite 2x5; DeMersseman 2-rbi's; Whitehead 2x4, 3b, 3b, 2-
rbi's; Leach 2xk; Shuman 2x3) WP: wall (4-0), LP: Taylor.

April 9

123 456 789 R HE
West Georgia .....eoeeccacnsaancees 000 100 000 -- 1-10-2
Valdosta State ...ceveeeeeceonnanes L00 000 00x -- 4- 7-3

Campbell & Fite; McDiffitt & Whitehead. WP: McDiffitt
(5-0), LP: Campbell.

123 456 7 R HE
West Georgia «.veeececesasssacannns 002 000 0 -- 2- 6-0
Valdosta State ..eeceeeesscnoneaans 040 920 x --15-15-0
Taylor, Bennett (2), Criswell (4), McElroy (4), Germain
(6) & Fite; Sullivan & Whitehead, Smith (6). (Leach 2x3;
DeMersseman 3xk4, 3-rbi's; Whitehead 2x2, 2b, HR, 2~-rbi's;
Shuman 2x2, 3-rbi's) WP: Sullivan (4-1), LP: Taylor.




April 12 at Tallahassee, Fla.

123 456 789 RHE
Valdosta State ....c.veveeveceennnns 000 120 000 -- 3-5-7
Florida State .....uvieeerennenann. 205 020 00x -- 9-9-3

Ranne, McDiffitt (3), Tyler (3) & Whitehead; Jones, Smith
(5) & McGlone, Kennedy (7). (DeMersseman 2x4) WP: Smith,
LP: Ranne (0-2).

April 15

123 456 789 R HE
Southern Tech ...ciiervecenennennen 000 002 000 -- 2- 5-3
Valdosta State ....veveencenenonnns 151 220 33x --17-15-1

Dilbeck, Brackett (5) & Meintzey; Wall, Beale (8) &
Whitehead, Smith (5). (Fite 2x4, 2-rbi's; DeMersseman 2x3,
3-rbi's; Petty 2x2, HR; Smith 2x3, 3b, HR, 3-rbi's; Tyler
2-rbi's; Shuman 3xk, 3b) WP: Wall (5-0), LP: Dilbeck.

April 16

123 456 789 RHE
Southern Tech .....ccivincencnnnnnn 000 000 000 -- 0-5-5
Valdosta State .....ceeeeenncenenns 110 200 32x -- 9-9-0

Wood, Hunter (8) & Moss; McDiffitt & Whitehead, Smith (8).
(Fowler 2xh, 3b, HR; Fortenberry 2x3; Leach 2x4, 2-rbi's)
WwP: Mchffltt (6-0), LP: Wood.

123 456 7 RHE
Southern Tech ....ciiiieeennnencess 000 000 0 -- 0-3-2
Valdosta State ..veveeveneoennnnans 040 002 x -- 6-7-0
Stancil & Meintzer; Sullivan & Whitehead, Smith (7).
(Fortenberry 2x3; Shuman 2-rbi's) WP: Sullivan (5-1),
LP: Stancil.
April 17 at Statesboro, Ga.
123 456 7 R HE
Valdosta State ....c.eeececnceccecns 000 110 0 -- 2-8-0
Georgia Southern .......cevevevenns 000 001 0 -- 1-9-1
Petty & Whitehead; Hodges & Hynko. (Viers 2x4) WP:

Petty (4-1), LP: Hodges.

123 456 7 R HE
Valdosta State ...veeeereecenncanen 021 100 1 -- 5~ 7-5
Georgia Southern ..........ccc0uue.. 156 149 x --26-24-1
Tyler, McLendon (2), Beale (3), Clarington (3), Purdy
(5), Alvarez (6) & Whitehead, Smith (6); Steidl & Hynko.
(Fite 3xk; Fortenberry 2x3, 2-rbi's) WP: Steidl, LP:
Tyler (2-1).

April 19

123 456 789 R HE
Georgia Southwestern ..........ccc.. 053 000 010 -- 9- 7-0
Valdosta State .....ccvvinnnannnnss 200 061 001 --10-18-4

Smith, Tighe (6) & Baynard; Raines, Clarington (2), Tyler
(3) & Whitehead. (Viers 2x6, 2b; DeMersseman 2x6, 3b; White-
head 3x4, 3b, HR, 2-rbi's; Fortenberry 2x3; Fowler 3xk; Amadeo
3x5; Griffin 3-rbi's, 2b) WP: Tyler (3-1), LP: Tighe.




April 21 at Auburn, Ala,
123 456 789 R HE
Valdosta State .....eeecevrennennns 210 023 110 --10-13-6
YT T o 1T ¥ of Y 020 150 001 -- 9- g9-§
Ranne, Leach (4) & Whitehead; Chewalk, Sullivan (5), Lowe
(5), Williams (6), Wimberly (8) & Rushing. (Fite 2x5;
DeMersseman 3x5, 2b; Fortenberry 3x5; Viers 3x5, 2b, 3-rbil's)

WP: Leach (1-0), LP: Wimberly. )

April 22 at Columbus, Ga. .
123 456 789 R HE

Valdosta State v...vviveeenennensen 300 000 700 --10-17-1

Columbus vt ivrrreiinnnnenononnnnns 000 110 001 -- 3- 6-5

Wall, Petty (6) & Whitehead; Stonica, Masengale (7) &
Hall. (Fite 2x5; Fowler 2x5; DeMersseman 2x5; Whitehead
2xhk, HR, 4-rbi's; Fortenberry 2x5, 2b; Viers 4x5, 3b; Griffin
HR, 2-rbi's) WP: Wall (6-0), LP: Stonica.

April 23 at Cotumbus, Ga.
123 456 789 RHE
Valdosta State ......veevevnnneenn. 000 100 040 -- 5-7-4
Columbus .....cvvririiiinenneaennnnn 000 000 051 -- 6~8-2
McDiffitt, Petty (8) & Whitehead; Prather, Betsill (8)
€ Hall. (Fite 2x5; Whitehead HR, 3-rbi's; Amadeo 2x4, HR)
WP: Betsill, LP: Petty (4-2).

123 456 7 R HE

Valdosta State .....vveevrenrenennn 120 012 t -- 7-12-3 .
Columbus .....cvvvineen.. Ceeeenane Lo 242 x --16-14-0

Sullivan, Tyler (1), Raines (2), Beale (4) & Whitehead;
Bailey, Betsill (5) & Hall. (Fite 2x4, 3b; Fortenberry .

2x4, 2b; Fowler 2xb; Amadeo 2x3, HR, 2-rbi's; Shuman 2-
rbi's) WP: Bailey, LP: Sullivan (5-2).

April 26 at Americus, Ga.

123 456 789 10 R HE

Valdosta State ....evevevenenreennn 010 002 000 O -- 3- 9-3
Georgia Southwestern .............. 020 000 100 1 -- L-16-0
Leach & Whitehead; Bonagura & McCorkle. (Viers 2x5; Fowler

2x5; Shuman 3xL4) WP: Bonagura, LP: Leach (1-1).

April 29 at Augusta, Ga.

123 456 789 R HE
Valdosta State ......iveveeeennnens 002 131 132 --13-15-4
Augusta ....iiiiiiiiiieieereniaaan. 006 000 000 -- 6- L4-2

Wall & Whitehead; Freeman, Crown (8) & Crawford. (Amadeo
2x3, 2b, HR, 3-rbi's; DeMersseman 2x5, 2b; Whitehead 2x4, 2b;
Fortenberry 2xk; Griffin 2x3, 2b, HR, 4-rbi's; Shuman 2x5, 2b)
WP: Wall (7-0), LP: Freeman.

April 30 at Augusta, Ga.
123 456 789 R HE
Valdosta State ...vevevenenneennnns 000 420 000 -- 6-10-4
AUQUSEE ... eniiirerivncacnnnssannns 001 000 000 -- 1- 7-3 g
McDiffitt & Whitehead; Belcher & Crawford, Key (6).
(Fowler 2x3, 2b; Fortenberry HR, 3-rbi's; Griffin 2x4) WP:
McDiffitt (7-0), LP: Belcher. -



April 30 at Augusta, Ga.

123 456 7 R HE
Valdosta State .......ieeviiinnnn. 110 000 5 -- 7-11-0
AUQUSEE .« ..iiiiiritieien e enanas 200 000 O -~ 2- 3-1

Petty & Whitehead; Poppell, Crown (7) & Key, Crawford
(2). (DeMersseman 3xh, 2b, 2-rbi's; Fite 3xh, 2b, 2-rbi's;
Fortenberry 2b, 2-rbi's) WP: Petty (5-2), LP: Poppell.

May 6-- SOUTH ATLANTIC CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT at Valdosta, Ga.
123 456 789 R HE

Valdosta State ....ccieveeecsoeeens 201 220 111 --10-13-0
AugUSEA ...t i ittt ittt 000 003 200 -~ 5-10-4

Petty, Beale (7) & Whitehead. Freeman, Crown (3), Poppell
(5) & Crawford. (Fite 3xk4, 2b, 2b, 2-rbi's; Viers 3x5, 2b,
2b, 2-rbi's; Whitehead 3x4, HR; Fowler 2x6; Amadeo 2xk4, 2b,
2-rbi's) WP: Petty (6-2), LP: Freeman.

May 7-- SOUTH ATLANTIC CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT at Valdosta, Ga.
123 456 789 R HE

COTUMBUS vt iiteeeneneennnnnenonnns 000 042 010 -~ 7-12-4
Valdosta State ....cciiiiennncneeee 200 842 02x --18-18-3

Stonica, Masengil (4), Montgomery (4), Blair (6) & Hall;
McDiffitt, Beale (6) & Whitehead. (DeMersseman 2xk4; Fite
3x4, 2b, 2b; Viers 3x5, 2b; Whitehead 3x5, HR, 6-rbi's;
Fowler 2x6, 2b; Amadeo 2x4, 2b; Griffin 2-rbi's) WP:
McDiffitt (8~0), LP: Stonica.

« May 8-- SOUTH ATLANTIC CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT at Valdosta, Ga.
123 456 789 R HE
West GEOrgia vveeveeecenenecncoacns 400 502 401 --16-18-2
. Valdosta State .....eveceenncennnnn 020 102 030 -- 8-12-6

Ayers, Criswell (8) & Fite; Wall, Tyler (4), McLendon (6),
Raines (7) & Smith. (Fowler 2x4, 2b; Amadeo 3x4; Fortenberry
2xh, HR, 3-rbi's; Smith 3x4, 2b, HR, 3-rbi's) WP: Ayers,

LP: Wall (7-1).

123 456 789 R HE

Valdosta State .ueveeeeeeneesnennns 010 o041 110 -- 8-13-5

West GEOrgia ....vveeeecacancnosnss 000 003 020 -- 5-11-1

Sullivan, Beale (8) & Smith; Criswell, Campbell (2), Mc
Elroy (7) & Fite. (DeMersseman 2xh, 2b; Fite 2x3, 2b; Smith
2x3, 2-rbi's; Griffin 2x4) WP: Sullivan (6-2), LP: Criswell.

NOTE: see all tournament game linescores in the TOURNAMENT
section .......... The South Atlantic Conference
Tournament has no '"'official'' designation with the
NCAA, although in 1977, the tournament winner (VSC)
had the inside-track to hosting the NCAA Regional
Tournament .......... To be included in the hitter's
list re: each linescore, a player must have had 2, or
more, hits; 2, or more, rbi's; no extra-base-hits are
included unless a player met the above criteria.

NOTE: in other games in the South Atlantic Conference Tour-
. nament-~ Columbus 7, West Georgia 4; West Georgia 2,
Augusta 0; West Georgia 12, Augusta 9 ..........
Blazers selected to the All-Tournament team, included:
Chuck Beale (p); Cecil Whitehead (c); Skip Fite (2b);
Sal Amadeo (cf); and Craig Viers (If).

R
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“V’For Viers, VSC and Victory

Valdosta State College rightfielder Craig Viers is mobbed by national tournament May 2831 in Springfield, Il. Viers’
happy teammates monients after he drilled a two-run, game- . dramatic home run came in the bottom of the ninth inning with
winning home ' run against West Georgla College here Sunday the Blazers trailing 2-1. The VSC junior was named the toue-
which handed the Blazers the South Atlantic Regional baseball nament’s most valuable player. Details of the exciting twin bill-:

championship. VSC swept a doubleheader from West Georgia  sweep are on page 10, — Times Staff Photo by Mike Dowse.
Sunday to claim the title and advance to the NCAA Division II !




By MARTIN REGISTER

ives

Viers’ Homer G

Craig Viers lofted a ninth-
inning two-run homer over
the right field fence here
‘Sunday, lifting Valdosta State

over West Georgia in the
NCAA South . Atlantic

championship game.
Valdosta State had upended
the Braves, previously un-
beated in the double
elimination tourney, 9-6, in a

‘day, to force the final contest.
. West Georgia pitcher Brad
Campbell had held coach
‘Tommy Thomas's Blazers
ihitless through two innings
after relieving starter Bill
Taylor in the seventh frame,
‘before Viers pulled the game
out of fire for VSC.

. Valdosta State collected
just four hits, half as many as
the Braves of coach Archie
White, and committed three
errors to none for West
Georgia. -

But the Braves made little
use of the runners it put on
base, stranding seven to the
Blazers’ three. .

Viers’ shot just cleared the
right field corner as West
Georgia outfielder Leonard
Hartsfield crashed into the
fence in a vain effort to avert
disaster.

Hartsfield lay stunned for a
few moments as the highly
partisan crowd roared to its
feet.

Bill Petty went the
distance on the mound for the
Blazers, scattering eight hits
effectively in the do-or-die
win.

The victory put the Blazers

VSC Regional Title

.College’s Blazers to a 3-2 win -

Regional Division II baseball”

‘game played-earlier in the

among prestigious company,
as one of only eight division II
teams remaining in the race
for the  national cham-
pionship.- -~ - )

The national tourney is to
be held in Springfield, IlI., in
twoweeks. - .

West Georgia left men on
the bages in four of the first
five innings, but Valdosta
State had difficulty .getting
men even that far.

Sal Amadeo finally gave
the Blazers their first hit, in
the fifth inning, with a

" towering. home run to left

field. .
.But West Georgia an-
swered in the sixth when,
aided by two Blazer errors, it
scored both its runs.

That’s the way things
stood, as Taylor and Cam-:
pbell consistently mowed
down VSC'’s powerful hitters,
until Viers’ blast, with second
baseman Skip Fite on board,
decided the outcome.

Viers, as White pointed out
later, had attempted to bunt
on two previous pitches. “If
he had been able to bunt,”
White said, ‘‘this would never
had happened.”

The Blazer rightfielder,
who batted .599 and banged
out 15 RBI in the three-day
tourney, was chosen its Most
Valuable Player by a special
all-tournament team com-
mittee.

Skip Fite was named to the
team as second baseman,
while Amadeo was tabbed as
its centerfielder, VSC catcher
Cecil Whitehead was chosen
as the designated hitter. and
Pelty and teammate Steve
McDiffitt were named as
pitchers.

West Georgia's towering
Dan Logan, who is 6-7 and
looks even bigger, was
tabbed as the all-tournament
first baseman, while fellow
Brave Bill Fite was named to
the catcher’s position.

The fiery ex-paratrooper,
older brother of VSC's Skip
Fite, was obviously a team
leader for the Braves, but his

enthusiasm got him into
trouble Saturday.

Violently contesting a call
at the plate, he was finally
ejected from that game.

Third baseman James
Brown, shortstop Tommy
Harrell and leftfielder Mark
Landers were named to the
honor team from Columbus
College.

Randolph-Macon, the-

tourney’s only team not from
the state of Georgia, ab-
sorbed two lopsided losses
early in the tourney and
failed to place a player on the
ali-tournament team.

Thomas, ecstatic over his
team’s rise from what lookea
like certain elimination twice
in one day, did little to hide
his emotions.

“It was really a great win,”
he said, understating the
situation after the second
game. “I'm still on a cloud.
I'm just thrilled, thrilled for
the boys.

“I have to hand it to West
Georgia, and to all the teams
in this tourpament. They
worked hard ... but so did we.

“I think its only right that
we won, and that we are
going to the national tour-
nament. This team had the
best season of anyone in the
region, so it deserves to go.”

White disagreed. “We did

allright,” he said. “I still ~

think we have the better
baliclub, though. Look at the
hits. With four hits, there's no
way VSC should have won
this game.

“But I really hope they
(VSC) do well out there at the
national tournament.”

“Viers was just amazing,”
Thomas said of his small,
gutty outfielder, who tied two
school records with five hits
and seven RBI in a game,
against Columbus on Friday,
“and Petty did a great job,
especially toward the finish.”

“But I could go on and
name every player on the
team. There are so many
people who are in-on this, and
I'm so happy for all of them.”

Thomas ‘was right in

(The BaldogtaBailyBimes
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pointing out that the cham-
pionship was not won on the
efforts of just a few players.

Keith Maini came in at
shortstop in the ninth inning
of the second game and
promptly ignited a double
play, which ended a poten-
tially dangerous situation for
the Blazers by cutting down
Brave runners at first and
second and ending the inning
for West Georgia.

But the second game
wasn’'t the only time VSC
rallied out of a bad situation.

Helped along by three VSC
errors and two _hits, the
Braves breezed to a 4-0 lead
in the first inning of the first
game, where a win would
have given them the title
outright.

But a three-run triple by
Viers in  the third inning

. Boxes
FIRSY GAME SECOND GAME

vSC abrnbi WG abr hbi w6 abrhbi VSC abr hbi
OMssmnch2 000 SpmIf 2120 Hmr cf 4010 Smhdn 4000
Smh dh 3010 Cmpbi 4200 I Hrifdrf 4010 Ftezb 3100
Fite2b 4110 Hmref 6100 Evnsss 4000 Vrsrt 2112
Vrs rt 32113 Evnsss 6100 Ftec 4000 Whthdc 3000
Whthde 3220 Fitec 3122 Lgnib 3120 Amdoct 3113
Amdoct 5143 Lanlb 411 P.Tylrlf 4111 Fwirtb 3010
Fwirlb 5111 Hftrkdh 50 42 Hiirkdh 4000 Frinby#t 3010
Friby If 4010 Histdrs 5010 Dbse 3b 4030 Grfnlb 3000
Grn 3b 3111 Dbsedb 5030 { giekap 4000 Shmnss 1000
Shmnss 3111 Blck2b 5000 B.Tylrp 0000 DMssmndh 1000
Lehp 0000 Ayrsp 0000 I cppip 0000 Mniss 0000
Biep 0000 Tyirp 000d |- Ptyp .~ 0000
Sitvnp 0000 Cwip 0000 TOTALS 35281
TOTALS 359139 TOTALS w6115 TOTALS %343
vSC 004 04) 000—9-134
W.Ga. 400 001 100—6-11-1

E ~— Shuman, Leach 2, Griffin, Sprewell ;
DP—W.Ga.; LEFT --VSCé, W.Ga. 8,

28 — Swnnegeafc:. L Hn, Hs"efic:; 38—
viers: S8 — Griffin; — Viers, Hamer;
§F — Shuman, Logan. wec 94 002 000280

iphoroer ob so|VSC 000 010 002—3-4-3
Leach 2235 4 3 3 0 E — Viers, Fowier, Fortenberry; DP —
Seale 46 2 2.2 0] WG VSC;LEFT—WG7, VSC3.
Sullivan 2130 0 0 1 2] 2B — Taylor, Dubose; HR — Viers,
Aradeo; SB— Viers, " »

o 2233 3.3 2 0 ip horoer »
% 1236 5 5 2 o] Taylor 63 1 1 3 3
Criswell 41.34 1 1 3 ¢ ] Campbell 2.7 2 2 1 1y

PB -~ Fite, Petty ) 98 2 0.1 2

helped to tie matters up, and
VSC came back to go ahead 8-
4 in the fourth inning on hits
by Whitehead, Amadeo and
first baseman Bruce Fowler,
and on two walks given up by
Brave pitcher Chris Criswell.

Criswell had come in for
Phil Taylor, ‘who had
replaced starter Lynn Ayres
inthe third frame. .

Chuck Beale, who came in
during the third inning for
starter Dale Leach, was
awarded the hill win for the
Blazers. :

Richard Sullivan, who
pitched the majority of the
final three innings, was
credited with a save. Ayres
took the mound loss for West
Georgia. - :

The Blazers outhit West
Georgia, 13-11, in that game,
but also committed more
errors, four to one.




It Was A

It wasn't the fabled “shot heard 'round the world" but
to the people involved, it was just as big ahome run.

Craig Viers connected for the most impartant hit of his
life at Blazer Field here Sunday when he slapped a 335-
:foot job just out of the reach of West Georgla rightfielder,
Leonard Hartsfield.

As Hartsfield dived onto the right field fence, the now
suddenly tiny white piece of cork and cowhide landed a
tantalizing foot beyond his outstretched glove.

When Hartsfield eollapsed in a gutty display of disgust
| and pain back on the playing field, the hopes of the Braves
- from Carrollton collapsed with him.

In the other dugout, the red-jerseyed Blazers exhibited
unbridied emotion. Their joy was deep rooted since Viers'
home run meant a 3-2 VSC win and a trip to Sprmgﬂeld
Iil. for the NCAA Division Il national tournament.

As Viers rounded the bases, pushing through team-
mates on his way from third to home, different thoughts
clouded the minds of key individuals in the piece of
Valdosta State history unfolding out on the diamond.

‘I knew it was gone, but I thought it was going to hook

foul,”” Viers said of only his second home rum of the.

season. ‘*“He (VSC head coach Tommy Thomas) had me
bunting at first, but after that I was just trying to hit it.”

Thomas took off the bunt when Braves’ pitcher Brad
-Campbell got two quick strikes on the Crown Point, Ind.
letthander. With that-0-2 count, and teammate Skip Fite

waiting in the blocks at first base, Viers smashed any
national tournament hopes West Georgia mxght have
entertained.

And Braves’ head coach Archie White was entertammg

them.

“I thought we had them whipped,” Whlte said of the 2-1
‘lead his club had going into the bottom of the ninth inning.
. “If the guy had laid the ball down like he was supposed to,
it might have been different. I wanted him tolay it down.

“I knew they had two righthanders coming up, and I
figured Brad would get them. Normally, he (Viers) would
have ended up the goat for not bunting, and he winds up
the hero.:

“But I still think we had the best ballclub. For a ballclub

- that wasn’t even supposed to be here, I thought we did a

helluva job.”

VSC catcher Cecil Whitehead was following Viers in the

- batting order and wauld have come up with one out and
Fite on second had the sacrifice bunt worked.

“I was just hoping Craig would do it because I didn’t
want to come up,”’ Whitehead said. This was the same
modest Whitehead who already has more RBI (50) than
any player on the team and needs only one more to break
‘Gene Felts’ alltime record.

From Bill Petty, the VSC pitcher in the game who had
seen his teammates commit crucial errors to let in both of
West Georgia’s runs, there was no comment ... only a
physical reaction.

Viers' swing had given new life to Petty s final season in
. a VSC uniform. He was one of the first to reach the hero of
the day and one of the last to stop crowing about it. How
: fitting it was for he and Steve McDiffitt, the freshmen

ig Home Run

Chason

Times Sports Editor

sensations back in '74, to trot to thé infield together when
they were announced to the all-tournament team. o

And finally there was Thomas himself. - t,

The man who suffered through a 28-25 season a year ago "
had a_deep grin plastered on his suntanned face and a .
merry twinkle sunk deep into his eyes behind his glasses.

.And he couldn’t stop giggling like a schoolgirl headed
for her first Sunday School party with a member of thé
opposite sex. N

Accepting congratulatory handshakes from the men
and hugs from the women, young and old, the home-grewn-
bachelor took a long time just to soak up the enormity of it
all.

“I honestly felt there was a chance to win it,”” Thomas
said. ““We had the meat of the order coming up. But a
home run was the last thing on my mind.”

This reporter reminded Thomas of a similar blast
former VSC standout Leroy Purdy had hit many long
years ago. )

‘“That was a good one," Thomas agreed, “but this one is

* better because it is now.’

Purdy’s home run came in a bottom of the ninth, two-out
situation in the NAIA District 25 tournament in Columbus.
It sent Valdosta State to.the area tournament...

“It is fitting that we should win this tournament,”
Thomas said. “We had the best season record, we had the
best record against the teams in the tournament, and by
cracky, our guys deserved it.”

Thomas said last week that neither Columbus nor West
Georgia should have been invited to the regional because
VSC had defeated both for the South Atlantic Conference
regular season and tournament tittes. As it turned eut, the
Blazers again proved they were the best team.

As the sun began to set on Blazer Field, Thomas was
still around long after the batgirls, fans, m’ajor league
scouts, Braves and Blazers hadleft. = »

What was going through his mind as he gazed onto the
now empty field which had been filled with so much ex-
citement only minutes before. )

‘“It’s all over,” he said. ‘I know for sure West Georgia's

~ not going to get to bat again.”




Blazers Eye Win

In First R

By MIKE CHASON

In 1974, a pair of wild-eyed
freshmen with Yankee ac-
cents joined the Valdosta
State College baseball team.

At the time, nobody ex-
pected much out of Bill Petty,
a smooth-working lefthander
from Grove City, Ohio, or
Steve McDiffit, an awkward-
looking New Martinville, W.
Va.righthander.

But as the season
progressed, the two first-year
men, who became fast
friends, gained almost as
much ink as VSC’s famed ‘74
outfield of Sam Bowen, Gene
Felts and Jerome Register.

With the outfield trio, all
destined to sign minor league
contracts, supplying the
offensive power, Petty and
MeDiffitt provided the pit-
ching.

Nicknamed the ‘‘giant-
killer’’ because of his clutch
performances against major
college competition, McDiffit
gained the starting nod in
VSC’s first game ever in the
NCAA Division II national
tournament.

Either Springfield, 1I].
wasn’t his kind of town or
New Orleans University had
some Cajun magic working
for it, because McDiffitt got
shelled in the first three in-

nings.
VSC eventually lost the
game 13-9.

The next day, Petty was
near perfect against New
Haven, Conn. but lost a tough
1-0 decision, and the Blazers
headed for home. ]

Now, it's three years later
and Valdosta State is back in
Springfield after that same
national title it didn’t even
get a smell of in 1974.

And again, McDiffitt is
scheduled to pitch Saturday’s
2:45 p.m. (CST) first game
against Eckerd (Fla.).

“I’'m hoping it will be better
this time,”” McDiffitt said,
‘“‘but my arm has been
hurting me lately. I've been
getting some ultrasound onit,
but I doubt it will really be

BILL PETTY
‘Pretty Good Pitching’
ready.”’

McDiffitt piled up 10 wins
against no defeats this year
with the second lowest earned
run average (2.29) on the
team. Freshman lefthander
Jimmy Wall had a 2.10 ERA
with a 8-1record.

Has fhree extra years of

-experience turned MecDiffitt

into a battle-hardened
veteran?

“I know I'll still be a little
nervous out there, but I think
anybody would,” he said.
“The butterflies will*still be
there.

“I think this team is better
all-round than the one in 74
We had some great players,
but we didn't have any pit-
ching.”

Petty, who hasn’t been
designated a tourney starting
assignment so far by VSC
head coach Tommy Thomas,
agrees this year's 45-14 club
is better.

“We're a better hitting
team,” Petty said. “Qur
outfield was great that year,
but the infield wasn’t that
good.

“I say we'll do all right. I
believe we’ll play at least
four games. The last time,
after me and Steve pitched,
nobody else was that im-
pressive.

“Our pitching has been
pretty good this year. I think
Chuck Beale has made the
difference.”

Beale, a senior righthan-
der, provided timely relief
performances in both the

ound

. ;
STEVE McDIFFITT
Giant-Killer

tournament and the South

Atlantic Regional.

Petty, 7-2 with a 3.00 ERA,
was also instrumental in the
Blazers’ success in the
tournaments. He was named
to the all-regional tourney
team along with McDiffitt.

Other mem bers of the team
figure winning the first game
is the real key in the double
elimination national tour-
nament.

“If we win the first game,
we’ll win it all,”” second
baseman Skip Fite said.

* “I think the winner of the
first game will go all the
way,” relief pitcher Billy
Tyler said.

“We've got to win the first
one,’’ rightfielder Craig Viers
echoed. ““If you lose the first
one, you just have to play too
many games."”’

Not a single Blazer
predicted instant success. All
seemed . confident the team
could hit with the best the
tourney had to  offer,
however.

The biggest question mark
seemed to be occasional
defensive lapses which have
gotten the team in trouble
more times than one.

In Saturday’s first game,
New Haven meets Ship-
pensburg (Pa.) State at noon.

After the VSC-Eckerd
game, Southern Illinois of
Edwardsville takes on the
University of Missouri at St.
Louis at 6 p.m. At 8:45 p.m.,
Delta (Miss,) State tangles
with the University of
California at Riverside.

Second round action begins




ckerd scratches
out 2-1 victory

Iymmm

e usually potent Eckerd College of-
fense managed only three hits, but two
of them were opposite-field home runs
a4 the No. l-ranked Tritons outlasted
Valdosta State, 2-1, Saturday in the sec-
ond game of the National Collegiate
Athletic Association Division II World
Series at Lanphier Park.

The Tritons (32:7) of St. Petersburg,
Fla., carried a .339 team batting aver-
age into the contest'and didn’t get their
third hit until Joe Westmoreland singled
to center in the eighth inning.

But the Blazers (45-15) of Valdosta,
Ga., brought a .318 team mark to the
park andhad only four hits, including an
infield single and a double that caromed
off the third-base bag.

The difference was Joe LeFebvre, a
left-handed hitter who ripped a first-in-

‘ning homer over the right-field fence,

and Steve Balboni, a right-handed hitter
who bombed a seventh-inming homer

- over the left-field fence.
. Both shots were first-pitch deliveries
-from starter and loser Steve McDiffitt,

who suffered his first loss against 10 tri-
umphs.

The winner was_sophomore Kerry
Freedman (12-1), who in addition to al-
lowing four hits gave up eight walks and
uncorked -a pasir of wild pitches — one
of which sent home Valdosta’s only run |
in the fifth inning after an hour delay
because of rain.

But Freedman had it when he needed
it, striking out 10 Blazers and escaping
bases-loaded jams in the eighth and

- ninth innings unscathed.

“That’s his kind of ball game,"” Eck-
erd Coach Bill Livesey said of his young
right-hander. He walked the bases
loaded in Miami and then struck out the

L s

side. You go with what brung you here,”
be quipped, “and he brung us here.
He'll strand 14 men.”

Valdosta didn’t strand 14, but the Bla-
2ers.did leave eight men on base by fail-
ing to get the big hit, especially in the
late going

“Lack of the key hit,” s:ghed Valdosta
Coach Tom Thomas;" “But I think the
two pitchers just did an outstanding job.

teams came in as two of the best-
hitting teams in the East, and both were
completely shut down, except for their
two home runs.

“I think that’s an indication of just
how much power both guys have who hit
the ball. And I think it’s an indicatfon of
how much speed was on the ball. It may
have been over the outside part of the
plate, but they (Eckerd) weren’t pulling
anything off him (McDiffitt) all day.”

Livesey noted his young team, which
started one senior, three juniors and six
sophomores (including the designated
hitter), was tight playing in its first
‘World Series.

“But we’ve got no excuses,”” Livesey
added. ‘‘That’s the lowest. run total I
can remember this season. We’ve been

averaging about 9.7 runs per game. We
scored 15, six and 11 in the (South Atlan-
tic) regxonal

“Were supposed to be the No 1
school in the state in academics, but we
didn't show it today. It seemed like
sehool was out, because we didn't learn

“He (McDiffitt) pitched a very in-
telligent game, but we enabled him to

pitch an intelligent game. We didn't
make the adjustments. The two boys
(LeFebvre and Balboni) did; they went
to the opposite field. And we had a hit to
center. Gomg to the opposite field and
to center is the only way to hit an off-
speed, breaking-ball pitcher.

*‘We had three players adjust, and six
who took the day off. But we did play

- defense.”

Eckerd, which committed no errors to
three for Valdosta, came up with the
fielding gem of the game with the bases
full of Blazers in the eighth.

Valdosta’s Billy Fortenberry cracked
a double that hit the center-field fence
on one hop. Freedman retired the next
two batters, but got back in hot water
by walking Bill Petty and Skip Fite.
Then he got Craig Viers to pop up on the
first pitch.

The ball drifted foul and headed for
the stands, but Eckerd third baseman
Randy Kwist, a sophomore as is Le-
Febvre and Balboni, raced to the fence
in front of his team’s dugout and
reached over the rail to grab the-ball

before it could land among his team- .

mates.

* Freedman walked Cecil Whitehead, a
.388 hitter at the start of the game who
had singled his last time up, to begin the
pinth. A wild pitch put Whitehead at
second. But Freedman fanned the next
two Blazers before walking two to fill
the sacks. The hurler then forced pinch-
hitter Ken Smith to tap back to the
mound to end the threat and the game.’

LeFebvre’s first-inming blast held up

for Eckerd until the top of the fifth.
With a thunderstorm rushing toward the
park, Sal Amadeo lined a ball off the
third-base bag, and he pulled into sec-
ond with a leadoff double when left-
fielder Pefe Eagleson slipped on the
turf, which had been dampened by ear-
lier rainfail.

Bruce Folwer’s sacrifice bunt pushed
Amadeo to third, but with a two-ball,
one-strike count on Fortenberry, play
was halted as the storm hit, and the
field was covered. About an hour later,
Fortenberry fanned, but not before a
wild pitch had sent Amadeo home with:
the tying tally. Freedman then ended
the inning by striking out Keith Griffin.

Balboni’s game-winning blast over the
30-foot sign in left wae his 19th homer
of the season. LeFebvre’s blast was his
seventh.

VALDOSTA (1) ECKERD (2)
abrh

o “2' ob; L]
m'mandh2 Q K'woodss 4000
Pettyph,dh 0 000 Wiandef 4010
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€ — Shuman, Fortenberry, Grlmq: DP
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McDitfitt ( L.10-1) 8 12205
Freedman{ W12) 9 41 1810
WP - Freedman 2
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Oliver. T-3:20 A—500




Hitting Lets Blazers
Down In 2-1 Loss

|

[

By MIKE CHASON

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — The
old joke goes that the un-
dertaker is the last guy to let
youdown.

Before Saturday, Valdosta
(Ga.) Slate’s Blazers figured
their hitting would be the last
thing to let them down.

But in the NCAA Division II
National Baseball tour-
nament here Saturday,.the
joke was on the Blazers.

Valdosta State left the
bases loaded two times and
managed but four hits
enroute to a 2-1 loss to Eckerd
College in the first round of
the double elimination
tournament. .

The now 45-15 Blazers
battle Shippensburg (Pa.)
State in a noon game today in
the loser’s bracket. Ship-
pensburg lost a 6-1 decision to
New Haven, Conn., in another
first round game Saturday.

In night action, the
University of Missouri at St.
Louis met Southern Illinois
University at Edwardsville,
and Delta (Miss.)
tangled with the University of
California at Riverside.

Batting .318 as a team, not
hitting the ball seemed to be
the least of the Blazers’
worries as they prepared to
face the Tritons from St.
Petersburg, Fla.

But on a rainy, overcast
afternoon at Lamphier Park

-

State’

(Ehe BaldosiaBailg Times
SPORTS

\ Sunday, May 29,1976 — 16-4 — )

- here, a lack of hitting proved

to be the biggest worry of all.
Eckerd, rated the number
one team in the country,
didn’t swing the bat the way
head .coach Bill Livesey
wanted either. But the
Tritons’ power boys came
through against the VSC
pitcher, Steve McDiffitt.
McDiffitt, now 10-1, pitched

an almost flawless three-

hitter. However, two of those
hits were long, opposite field
home runs by Joe LeFebvre
and Steve Balboni.

LeFebvre's line shot zipped
out of the park at the 335-foot
mark in left field in the first
inning.

Balboni, leading the nation
in homers with 24, lofted a
McDiffitt fastball over the

_right center fence into an oak

tree 345 feet away in the
seventh inning.

That drive proved to be the
game winner in a contest
delayed 67 minutes by rain.

The delay came in the VSC

But he fouled away the first
pitch, and Eckerd third
baseman Randy Kwist leaned
over the fence and gloved the
ball for the final out.

In the ninth, VSC again put
runners at every bag with two
outs. This time, freshman

Ken Smith had the chance to

be the hero.

But instead of a run-scoring
single, Smith dribbled a weak
hopper back to the mound.
Freedman knew his work was
finally done. -

The most exciting and
controversial play of the day
occurred in the sixth inning.
It began when Bill Petty took
David DeMersseman’s place
as  designated hitter.
DeMersseman, a .329 free-
swinger, swung at two bad
pitches and struck out his
first two times up.

Petty replaced him and
promptly drew a walk in the

sixth. He then tried to go to
third on Skip Fite's sacrifice,
but got called out by the third
base umpire instead.

Not a fan in the stands
agreed with the call, but no
amount of arguing by
Thomas and assistant eoach
Dave Waples could change
the decision.

Waples was particularly
upset.

“I told the guy we traveled
a thousand miles to get here

. and then some idiot blows a

call like that,” Waples said
after the game.

“I told him he blew it. And
then he turns to Tommy and

says, ‘I may have blown it.’
Thatreally got tome.”

Petty was even more sure
he was safe.

“I didn’t think he (Kwist)
was even near me,” Petty
said. “He was crawlmg on the
ground like a worm.

'tie it up,”

fifth with centerfielder Sal
Amadeo standing on third as
a result of a single, the only
Triton error, and a sacrifice.

With only one out and Billy
Fortenberry at the plate,
spectacular streaks of
lightning and loud crashes of
thunder sent the sparse
crowd scurrying under the
grandstand and the teams off *
the field.

The interruption came ata
time when Kckerd pitcher
Kerry Freedman, now 13-1,
seemed to be losing his
control and McDiffitt seemed
tobe finding the groove.

“l didn’t feel as strong
when I came back,”
McDiffitt said, ‘I thought the
delay would hurt both pit-
chers, but as it turned out, it.
didn’t hurt either one of us.”

Freedman looked to be
hurting when he threw a wild
pitch into the dirt to score

.Amadeo. But he then
Blazer Box

vSC abrhbi EC abr hbi
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Fite2b 1010 Lbrvecf 41131
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E — Shuman, Fortenberry, Griffin,
Eagleson; DP — EC 2; LOB — VSC 7,
Eckerd 4.

'2B — Fortenberry; HR — LeFebure,
Balboni; SB — Whitehead, Eagleson; S —

Fowiler, Fite.
iph rerbbso
Freedman (W, 13:1) 941089
McDiffitt (L, 10-1) 832205
WP —Freedman 2, )

‘hitting

proceeded to strike out
Fortenberry and Keith
Griffin - for - two of his nine

strikeouts in the game,
The sophomore right-

hander "still had trouble
getting the ball over the
plate, walking eight Blazers
on theday.

“That’s just the way he
pitches,”” Livesey explained.

_ “He can do that and still beat

aneﬁey, who verbally
chastxsed his  players
throughout the game for not
the ball, gave
McDiffitt some credit as well.
‘‘He pitched an intelligent
ballgame,” Livesey said.
‘“But we enabled him to do
that.. We didn’t play in-
telligently at all. We had two
guys who figured him out,
and those two hithome runs.
“But I don’t want to
discredit him. I . can't

_remember when we've been

held to less hits and less
runs.”.

Eckerd was the leading
scoring team in the nation
this year with an average of
9.7 runs a game. The 327
Tritons are to meet New
Haven at 6 p.m. today.

For Blazer coach Tommy

Thomas, losing the first game
in a national tournament is
nothing new. In both the
NAIA tournament in 1973 and
this same tournament in 1974,
his team lost the first game.
- But even being rated as the
number four team . in the
country is not going to help
VSC in the slow climb
through the losers’ bracket.

“I always believe we can
win a ballgame,” Thomas
said, “and I believe we can
win tomorrow. But I'm also
cognizant of the fact we can
lose.

‘“I'm disappointed, but I'm
sure I'm not as disappointed
with our hitting as coach
Livesey is with his.

“It was just a game bet-
ween two good pitchers.
McDiffitt pitched a whale of a
game, but you have to give
credit to their home run
hitters, too.”

Thomas’ team was Stul in

the game through the final
out in the ninth. In faet, the
Blazers loaded the bases in
the eighth and the ninth with
two out. :

“I had a great deal of
confidence we could at least
Thomas said. “I

-was very - anticipatory of

'someone getting a hit.”

In the eighth, Craig Viers
was the man . on the spot.
Batting in the third slot, Viers
was third on the team witha
.362 average commg into the
game.




Valdosta ousts Shippensburg 2-1

by Jim Wildrick

In the first do-or-die situ-
ation in the 1977 National Col-
legiate Athletic Association
Division Il World Series,
Cecil Whitehead did and Ship-
penshurg (Pa.) State died.

Whitehead, the clean-up
batter for Valdosta (Ga.)
State, delivered a two-out
run-scoring single to break up
a I-1 tie and end a 13-inning
marathon at Lanphier Park
that lasted 3 hours and 12
minutes.

Valdosta, 46-15 over-all and

11 in tourney action, will .

play in today’s 2:45 p.m. con-
test. Shippensburg suffered
its second tourney loss and
bowed out with a 32-11
record.

For 12 innings, neither
team could score. In the top
of the 13th, Mike Pokopec’s
double brought Ship-
pensburg’s Mike Elsesser all
the way in from first with the
go-ahead run.

Pinch-hitter Bobby Tyler
began Valdosta’s rally in the
bottom of the 13th with a
single to left. He moved to
second after an out as Sal
Amadeo stroked a single.
Skip Fite then dumped a per-
fect bunt down the third base
line, loading the bases.

*It looked like Shippensburg
might escape with a victory
when Craig Viers hit a nub-
ber in front of the plate.

Raider catcher Herb Leslie
scooped up the ball and
touched home for the force

“out, then tried for a double

play at first. { :

But the throw whs into the
dirt and Viers and first base--
man J. Paul O’Connor col-
lided. By the time the ball
was retrieved, the tying run
had scored and Fite was
standing on third. White head
then sent a shot over second
base off tough-luck loser
Steve Schaaf, a sophomore
who went the distance and
tasted defeat for the first
time this season in seven de-
cisions. :

What was Whitehead'’s re-
action in the on-deck circle
when he saw Viers' weak
tap?

“I was wondering if I was

~ going to get a chance to bat,”

replied the Valdosta catcher,
who said his objective was to

]
World Series data

STANDINGS

WL Pct.
1.000
1.000

Eckerd
Caiit.-Riverside
Mo .-St. Louis
New Haven
Valdosta St.
Deita St.
x-S1U-Edwardsvitle
x-Shippensburg St.
x-Eliminated
SUNDAY'S RESULTS
St. 2, Shi g St. ¥ (13

835kks

innings)
Delta St. 5, SIU-Edwardsville 4 .
Eckerd 14, New Haven 2
Calif.-Riverside 12, Mo.-St. Louis 0
TOADY's GAMES
Noon — Detta St. vs. New Haven
2:45 p.m. — Valdosta St. vs. Mo. St.

Louis
< 7:30 — Eckerd vs. Calif.-Riverside

“just get the bat on the ball.”

Of Schaaf, who did not
allow an earned run, White-
head said, “He was pretty

tough. He kept the ball down ' pects

and away. Considering the
number of innings he pitched,
he did a heck of a job.”

Shippensburg Coach Art
Fairchild visited the mound
in the 13th, but left Schaaf in.

“1 think he wanted me to
pitch as long as I could,” said
Schaaf. “I might have been
able to finish the inning and
maybe go one mere, but I
don't know. I usually lose
four or five pounds when I
pitch, but I probably lost
seven or more today. It was
pretty hot out there.”

Schaaf’s assessment of his
fatal pitch to Whitehead?

“It was a high slider. I
knew 1 didn't bend over
enough when I threw it,” he
said. “It moved a little, but it
came in about belt high. I
charted their (Valdosta’s)
game with Eckerd yesterday
and they seemed to have
trouble with curves and sli-
ders, so that’s mainly what 1
threw,”

Valdosta batted .320 as a
team during the regular sea-
son, but the Blazers are 17 for
\73 (.232) in two games
here—which has Coach
Tommy Thomas wondering
where the offense has gone.

“I've never been so disap-
pointed in our hitting,” said
Thomas. “You can say we're
facing good pitchers, but

we’'ve hit good pitchers all
year . We hit guys like Larry
Jones of Florida State—guys
like that who are real pros-

“But on the other hand, 1
never expected our pitching

to hold up the way it has. Our -

offense is what got us here. 1
guess if there’s one thing you
learn about national teurna-
ments, it’s to expect the un-
expected. , ‘

“Talk to Bill Livesey (Eck-
erd coach) and he’ll tell you
about that. He would have
given you 100 to one odds his
team would get more than
three hits last night (in a 2-1
victory over Valdosta). These
tournaments just bring out
the unexpected.”’

Jimmy Wall started for the
Blazers, worked 10 innings

. and gave up just six hits and"
"o runs. He got out of jams in — oSt valuable player. If 1

Shipgensburg (1) Valdosta (3
ab r hbi abrh

Eses ss 4120 Amadeocf 612 0
FrainZb 5010 Fite2d 512 0
George 3b 50 0 0 Viers rf 602 0
Pokopec rf 6 0 2 1 Whitehdc 601
O'Conntd 6010 Smithdh 502 0
Lestie ¢ 4000 Fowlertb 401t 0
Hoffaccf €000 Fortenlf 500 0
Kramer dh 2 00 0 Griftin3 300 0
Sthaafp 3010 Pettyph 100 0
Hemerly If 50 10 Shumanss 502 ©

Mainidb 000 0

Tyleroh 101 0

Alvarezpr 200 ©
Totals 4518 1 Totals 47 293 1
Shippensburg 000 000 000 000 11

Vaidosta 000 000 000 000 2—2

E — Shuman, Hoftacker, Fite, Lestie;
DP — Valdosta 2, Shippensburg 2; LOB
— Shi g 10, V 9; 28 —
Fite, Smith, Pokopec; S8 — Fite; SH —
Fowiler.

ip hrerbbso

Schaaf (L6-1) 122/313 2 0 8 5
Wail 10 6 004 2
Beale 22/3 21112
Sullivan(W8-3) 1/3 6 0 0 0 ©O

Wall pitched to 1 batter in 11th, U —
Olson, Newman, Lash, Jones; T —
3:12; A —681.

the third and fourth innings
by picking runners off and
was backed by double plays
in the first and third.

Chuck Beale followed Wall
to the mound and was
charged with the Raider run.
Richard Sullivan replaced
Beale in the 13th and was the
beneficiary of the Blazer
comeback. After facing only
one batter and throwing just
four pitches, Sullivan was
credited with his eighth vic-
tory against three losses.

- Despite the lack of offense,
Thomas admitted he liked his
team’s chances with White-
head at bat and the winning
run 90 feet away.

“He’s our best hitter,”’ said
coach. “I think he was a
unanimous choice as our

could have picked someone to
bat in that spot, it would have

been him.
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Dlazers rinaily Lree,
| Past Shippensburg

i By MIKE CHASON ) .
SPRINGFIELD, Ii. — It took four years and 13 innings to do it p
but Valdosta (Ga.) State College has finally won a game in the mbe mal l)ngia Baﬂn Eing

NCAA Division II national baseball tournament.
Still not showing the powerful batting punch that was their
trademark all year long, the now 46-15 Blazers crept past Ship-

pensburg (Pa.) State 2-1in 13innings here Sunday. ) '
Valdosta State lost its first two games in its only other ap- o
pearance in this double elimination tourney in 1974. It also dropped .

a 2-1 decision to number one ranked Eckerd (Fla.) College Mon day May 30.1977 — 8
- k . - ’ B - J

Saturday. ]
And for three hours and 10 minutes at Lamphier Park here

Sunday, it looked as if the Blazers were about to keep their streak A single by centerfielder Sal Amadeo and a perfect bunt by Fite

intact. . " D,
But a clutch two-out single by sophomore catcher Cecil lé’e:.df g::lfvsl?;islx{(t;;ﬁi:::\‘ts.une;:u%zn;;al;l? andhit a six-inch

Whitehead scored Skip Fite with the winning run and vaulted the Shi : :
; e : il ppensburg catcher Herb Leslie stepped on the plate to force
gm’;mﬁf;ﬁ%’: (CDT) game today against the University out Alvarqz but then thrgw wild in an effort to catch Viers.

The University of California at Riverside bumped USM-St. Louis - m‘l’}'gg}‘d‘u';efmf;:hgd e ;lh‘:ngid;ftggf‘ Daseman and the ball
12-0 Sunday in one of two winners’ bracket games. In the other, “T just o th % ﬁ i 0 d glg t »
Eckerd bombed New Haven (Conn.) 14-2. Am é:; S?JV..C: oaltl rolling aroun l; an w?g ofnmm%o&“;’."

In the other losers’ bracket game, Delta (Miss.) State tared %0 'i?the i::"'h ad :iltgh\yasl:'ém‘;m‘:]gdo;; e:’ ro:(gns: ?,‘:n gli dit d‘::je
Southern Nlinois University at Edwardsville 5-4. Shippensburg and o't m 0 ve bee :

SIU-Edwardsville became the first casualties of the eight-team So was a merry little band of VSC followers when Whitehead
tournament. . . : . " .
, ked Shapp’s second pitch into centerfield to score Fite.
In today’s other games, Delta State was to take on New Havenat  rac N N
noon and Eckerd was to battie U. Cal.-Riverside at 7:30 pm.in a VY;‘;;‘;‘,‘]?; ér:g?mbgﬁ%i?’;?nﬂgadmg 388 durm_g the season, was
- contest of unbeatens. ' . o —_
N . I was thinking I was due,” Whitehead said. “He threw me a
In a somewhat remarkable pitching performance by Ship- curve ball, so I slgwuld have been ready for it. That’s all he threw
pensburg’s sophomore right-hander Steve Shapp, Valdosta State me all day"’
'was held scoreless for 12 straight innings in a relatively quiet game With th e' hit, Whitehead broke the all-time VSC runs-batted-in
on a muggy Sunday afternoon. . ! ; :
The reason for the stillness was that. Blazer fre§hman Jimmy %c:)tr;légg :o:e:::rsl.LGene Felts set the x"ecord with 50 in 1972.
zv:n was doing an equally respectable job of silencing the Raider By the time Whitehead reached first base, he was mobbed by
ats. . : - A e s .
. . several teammates while Shapp just hung his head in disgust. The
Wall was finally lifted by VSC head coach Tommy Thomas in only other reaction came from Raider shortstop Mike Elsessor,
the 1ith after he had scattered six hits and walked the first batter who flung his glove toward the dugout

ofthe inning “Iflhad to pi : s . .
: o . pick one man to be up at bat in that situation, it would
Shippensburg coach Arthur Fairchild, who tips the scales at well Cecil " Tt P v :
over 300 pounds, never yanked Shapp. That might have been one of g:;i:te.gn i, omas said. “He’s our best hitter day in and

the keys to the game. I still . -

A . L. L, e, can not believe our hitting has not come around. We faced
FAChia e s WAoot e AT . G0 e i ere 3 b ot e
after the game. ‘‘He was undefeated (6-0), and I thought he could thﬁx:tltshany bette_r than se\{era! wg faced during the season. _
doit.” € sametime, our pitchinghas been much better than I'ever

Shapp admitted he was tired in the final innin gs. thougpt it would be. Wa}l did a good job for us, and Beale is always

“I wasn’t sure I'd still be in there in the 13th,” Shapp said. ““I eftﬁtlllv:t?;t:dbo&t one time tl:;otsltgoh th:a:hbattx_ng (;:':Cer. h hadn’t
thought I could still throw, but I was a little tired. That's the most eaten breakfast ¢ game wi mach pains because he ha
I've ever thrown in my life.” oI rea : . s, .

Shapp was still two innings away from the all-time tournament han ; was ;:a‘l‘lg htutxgmg therle q?elfg;’fﬁ ":f Jacks?nv;ufﬂ?ﬁll(eff

s o f L er said. “But the more I pitc e stronger I got. I felt like

record of 15 innings pitched by Tom Badcock of Springfield College could have thrown some more. but he’s the coach.

against Florida Southern in 1970, Py . . »
“‘I usually lose about four or five pounds during a game, but I Ireally think he pulled me at about the right time.

v

ﬁg‘}xre Tlost about seven d.uring thisone,” Sxa’;,)p said. S S abrhbi VSC abrh by
It was the worst loss I've ever had to take. Elsqrfizsb 41290 Qmmc;b &2
Valdosta State kept knocking on the door in almost every inning, Geoge b 5909 vierert S 503y :
but it took a crucial error to open that door for Whitehead’s heroics Ceaty S021 wnhdc 6011 NCAA
in the 13th. ll;:'iccf 40 aoo Eo;ltv):_rllfb ; g (} 8 d
! . . . A 0
The now 32-11 Raiders had picked up thg only run of the game in Kermar on 3 s Grimib 3004 Scol'el yoar
the top of the 13th when cleanup man Mike Pokopec slashed an Shappp 2010 Peftyph "1000 FIRST ROUND
opposite field double down the left field line to score Mike Elsessor. TOTALS il Jamidt 0000 | ewHavens, Snipmomirrn |
. Thomas promptly put the hook to reliever Chuck Beale and Shumnss 5020 ! Eckerd2 ValdoslaState) rdsvilles
brought on Richard Sullivan to get the final out. . - baalds 5000 | U Riversides. beita Siate?
In the bottom of the 13th, VSC was faced with a now or never Sulvnp __nang . SECONDROUND |
situation TOTALS 462131 Yaidasta Stat esfbsg‘gwpe"rggbrﬁe s
. . 2 outs when {ta State 5, - a ) .
. “Before this tournament, we would have been confident of s winning runscored. | Eckerdld NewHaven? | uis0
3 " i : i “ 9 hippensburg 000 000 000 000 )-1- 8-2 . TH{RD ROUND
_ scoring,” rightfielder Craig Viers said. “But the way we've been ValdostaSt. 000 000 000 000 22.1%2 | DeitaStatevs New Haven
hitting the ball, we just weren’t sure. E — Shuman, Hoffacker, Fite, Leslie; OP Vaidosta St. vs Mo.-St. Louis
Thomas, who might have gained some inspiration and wisdom B i\éﬁgzguﬁg—;&vggt Fite; 5 |_Cokerdve U CalRiversice
from a visit top Abraham Lincoln’s tomb Saturday, inserted Billy —Fowler. ’ 0
s 5 ip hr bb so
Tyler as a pinch hitter to lead off the 13th. _ o Shapp (L, 6-1) Wy s
Tyler, who was at a local nightspot until around midnight \geaa':e 0 60042
Saturday, lashed a single to left field. Scott Alvarez came off the | 2, . . 3 60006
ch to r
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with 11-4 win over UMSL

by Jim Wildrick

Valdosta (Ga.) State Col-
lege Coach Tommy Thomas
has been worried about his
teamm’s lack of offense the last
two

If you saw the Blazers Mon-
day  afternoon, you would
have wondered why.

Thomas’ club rapped out 12
hits—two of them homers—
and put 11 runs on the board
before the seventh-inming
stretch en route to an 114 de-
cision over the University of
Missouri at St. Louis in Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation Division II World
Series action at Lanphier
Park :

The Blazers put it away
with a five-run sixth inning in
which all of the runs scored
on homers. The loss elimi-
nated UMSL with a 3013
record, while Valdosta State
is 2-1 in tourney play and 46-
15 over-all.

" After Kelth Griffin opened
the sixth with a single, Bart
Shuman followed with an op-
posite-field homer down the
right-field foul line. R was
Shuman’s first home
run—ever.

“I never hit one in Little
League, high school or any-
place else,” said the 5-foot-11,
j165-pound sophomore short-
stop. “I never even thought
abowt hitting one here. I knew

. B would get over the fence,
S

at ! didn’t knew if ® would
stay fair. I've pever even hit
one in practice before. But I
guess I couldn’t have picked

_a better time to do it.”

After Brad Brown, the sec-
ond of three UMSL pitchers,
issued two walks sandwiched
around two outs, designated
hitter Ken Smith proved that
wearing No. 13 on the back of
your uniforrn does not neces-

“sarily mean bad luck.

Smith drilled a line shot off
Brown that cleared the 375-
foot mark in the power alley
in left with ease, making it
114.

“It was a fastbaeil, about
waist high,” commented the
freshman D.H., who took
some ribbing from his team-
mates about being the “silent
man’ of the squad. I figured
it was gone when I hit it.”

The game was a seesaw af-
fair in the early going as
UMSL led; 2-1, sfter one, 3-2
after two and the Blazers
took the lead with a three-run
third, making it 53. The
scond-inning run by the Riv-
ermen was the result of a solo
home to left by second base-
man Bobby Bone.

Bone's circuit shot was one
of five hit in two games Mon-
day afternoon.

Thomas chose senior left-
hander Bill Petty to start
against the Rivermen, but the
southpaw with a 7-2 record
did not last long. He went just

1 23 innings, giving way to
Richard Sullivan after Bone's
homer.

While Petty was unable to
silence UMSL's bats, the Riv-
ermen were unable to solve
Sullivan. The senior left-
hander from Live Oak, Fla.,
was touched for one run and

just three hits in 7 13 innings -

of masterful relief. He struck

"in gaining his second World
--Series victory. Sullivan was

credited with the victory over
Shippensburg (Pa.) State
Sunduy, though he faced just
one batter and threw only
four :

to pitch under a broiling sun?

“It bothered me a little
bit,” he said. “When we play
down in Valdosta, it’s usually
85 degrees or so. But here

there’s no breeze at all. It’s

just humid and dead.”
Sullivan admitted he had no

long-range plans when he en-
tered the game in the second.

“To be honest with you, all -

1 wanted to do was get out of
that inning,” he said, when
asked how long he had hoped

. to pitch.

“The heat was bothering
me at firgt. We didnt have
anything to drink in our du-
gowt. But then we got some
Gatorade and the fluids seem
mm " )

Sullivan was used as a
starter most of the season.

pitches. ,
Was it difficult for Sullivan

said. “But this was one of my
better relief When

I'd throw my slider they kept
either popping it up or
grounding out. It was moﬁng
preity well.”

The Blazers took the lead in
the third as Skip Fite walked,
Craig Viers reached on an in-
field hit and Cecil mﬁtehaad
brought both home with a
triple over the. center
fielder's head. Whitehesd
then scored the ﬂfth m oh 8
wild mch

The Rivermen gave
Georgians a helpmg hnnd
with three errors-sall of
which came on pickoff ‘at-
tempts at first base. All three

runners eventually scored.

wMsL () . Voldewts (11)
ab v hbi abrh b
Reedvdh SO0 11 Amadeoct 321 0
2 4211Fedd [ ]
obtascf 3000 Vieesrt: 517
Winkel 1b 4111 Whitehd¢ 422 2
Benoist3b 40 10 Smithah 513 3
bgcmr! 3600 Fowler1d 211 ¢
fannss" 4920 arvimon 217.0
$5 ithy e
foschke 2000 Shumants 4123
lores phc 200 0 ; B
Karraspr 0000 )
Totals 3447 4 Totaty  3NMY 10
3% WO 00 4

Vatdosts 203 ° 00x-~11

"
E — Oeikers, Geitfin 2, m'um,w -
Waimann; DP — UMSL 1 LOB -
UMSL 7, Valcasts B; 28 ~ M, 38 —
Whitehead; MR — Bone. Shuman,
Smith; $B ~ Bone, 'lobm Sﬂ-om
fin; SF - Pite. .

LA w‘wn
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Brown 31/3 6.5 31
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uman tiomer Lights

Fuse InVSC Victory,

By MIKE CHASON

SPRINGFIELD, 1ll. -
Bart Shuman grew up loving
the game of baseball, but on a
95-degree Memorial Day
afternoon, he grew to love it
just a little more. -

The 5-foot-11, 165-pound
Valdosta, (Ga.) State College
shortstop smashed the first
home ruapn’of his life here
Monday'light the fuse in an
‘11-4 Blazer explosion over the
University of Missouri at St.
‘Louis.

The win catapulted the now

47-15 VSC team into the semi--

final roynd of the NCAA
‘Division .} World  Series at
Lamphiér Park here against
one @
. favorites..”

At 8:45 p.m. (CDT),

“tonight, the Blazers take on "
the Umversity of California

mt Riverside in a do or die

.game for both. Riverside lost

-an 8-2 decision to number one

‘rated Eckerd (Fla.) Monday -

“night.
Monday,, Delta (Miss.) State

Haven ~ (Comn,) 5-3.

women’s -basketball teams,
meets Eckerd at 6 p.m.
tonight in the other semifinal.

Only Eckerd remained
undefeated in the double-
-elimination tournament. The
Teitons got two —more
towering home runs from
first baseman Steve Balboni
Monday night.

The first team All-America
selection now has 25 homers
‘for the year and four for the
tournament.

But Shuman was perhaps
even prouder of his round
tripper than
slugger will ever be.

“I was just trying to Hit it

of the  pre-tourney’

the

In the ohly other _game

the Eckerd"

up the middle,’’ Shuman said.
“That’s the first home run
I've ever hit in Little League
or anything.

“1 never even hit one in
practice.”

Shuman had only thxjee
extra base hits and a .268
batting average going into
the tournament.

Valdosta State designated
hitter Ken Smith has hit
quite- a few homers ‘in
practice and before the big
freshman’s ‘career is over,
he's going to have quite a
total in regulation games too.

Smith, from Cairo, Ga.,
clouted a tape measure job

-over the left-centerfield fence

at about the 390-foot mark in
the sixth inning. .

Smith’s third home run. of
season came with
teammates Skip Fite and
Cecil Whitehead aboard: He

was greeted with the same

wild enthusiasm which ac-
companied every Balzer
home run, but for sheer

_emotion, he was no- match
- for Shuman

eliminated third-ranked New -
Delta
State, fovinerly known only -
for. us national championship,

The little shortstop
followed his 330-foot poke
every inch of the way over the
right field fence. Just as he
rounded first base, he saw it
was over and leaped three
feet in the air with both fists
raised in triumph.

Shuman’s parents, who
made the long trip from

" Monticello, Fla., had tears in

their - eyes before their son
ever made it to home plate.
VSC -head coach Tommy
Thomas wan’t crying but he
admits he never imagined
that kind of power from the

ninth man in his batting
order.
“Never in my wildest

dreams did I ever dream
Bart would hit a home run,”
Thomas said. *‘But this game

.

was exactly -typical of the
way -we have been playing all
year.”

After hitting .318 as a team
coming into this tournament,
Thomas wondered where his
offense had gone after losing
a 2-1 game to Eckerd
Saturday and . nipping
Shippensburg (Pa.) State

. College 2-1 Sunday in 13 m- :

nings.

But the Blazers are to need
at least that same 12-hit, two-
homer ‘attack tonight against
Riverside, rated second in the
nation.

“To be absolutely honest, I
think Riverside is a better
ball club than we are”
Thomas said. “I alse think
Eckerd is a little better than
we are. I think we're about

even with Delta State.”

VSC assistant coach Dave
Waples interrupted to add he
thought the Blazers were
better than Delta State.

.“I'm not saying we're not
going to Dbeat Riverside,”
Thomas said. ‘“These guys
(the Blazers) are winners.

They may not play great,

baseball all the -time but
they’ll find some way to beat
you.”

It appeared the route the
Blazers -were going to take to
defeat the Rivermen from St.
Louis was just to outhit them.

The now 30-13 St. Louis club
shaved three hits and two
runs off VSC starting pitcher
Bill Petty in the first inning.

After a solo homer by
second baseman Bobby Bone
in the second, Petty was
pointed to the shade. Richard
Sullivan came on in relief.

Sullivan, who won Sunday’s
game despxte pitching to only
one batter, gave up three hits
and one run the rest of the
way,

“When [ started, I felt
good,” Sullivan, now 9-3,
said. “I was tired at the end

but I wasn’t worried about .

finishing. 1 knew we had
someone like Chuck Beale
who could come in and finish
if I couldn’t.”

Suilivan,

who says he's:

-been having trouble getting
strikeouts this year, didn’t
have any problems. Monday.
He fanned eight batters and
walked only one. .

The St. Louis pitching staff
couldn’t cope with the Blazer
bats or VSC athletic director
Billy Grant.

Sitting directly above the
- VSC dugout, Grant was in a
perfect position to razz the
Rivermen pitchers.
And he did.

In fact, his constant chatter
helped provoke
pickoff
Blazer runners to advance
from first to third.

VSC scored a run in both
the first two innings but went
ahead for good in the third
when Whitehead scored Fite
and Craig Viers on a long
triple to centerfield.

Three
Shuman and Smith resorted

to

Rivermen never recovered.

St. Louis head coach Jim
Nix didn’t believe it was a
case of running out of pit-
ching.

“No, I think we had enough
pitchers;” he said. “They just
didn’t come through for us.
‘When you walk people and
give up home runs there’s not
much your defense can do

about it.”
Blazer Box
vsC abrhdl  msL abrhbi
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Riverside Tops VSCIn

Semifinal Round

By MIKE CHASON

SPRINGFIELD,. Ill. —
When it came time to fight,
Valdosta (Ga.) State
College’s Blazers were quick
torespond. ]

When it came time to close
the door on the University of
California at Riverside
Highlanders, the Blazers
didn’t respond quick enough.
* Valdosta State let a ninth
inning lead trickle through its
unclenched  fists here
Tuesday night and lost an 8-7
decision to the second-ranked
Riverside club as a result.

The loss was the second for
the now 47-16 Blazers in the
NCAA Division II Baseball
World Series.

Riverside, now 41-19, ad-
vances to a 7:30 p.m. (CDT)
game tonight against Delta
(Miss.) State.

The® Statesmen from
Cleveland, Miss., pulled one
of the shockers of the double
elimination tournament when
they bumped number-one
ranked Eckerd (Fla.) College
86 in the only other game
Tuesday.

By virtue of being the last
team to get a loss, Eckerd
gains a spat in Thursday’s
7:30 p.m. final game against
the Delta-Riverside winner.

VSC was only three outs
away from a shot at playing
inthat game. . :

Leading 7-6 into the botto
of the ninth, the VSC pitching
staff was faced with its

biggest hurdle of the tour-
nament but this time the
Blazers didn’t-clear the jump.

Instead, the Highlanders
climbed on VSC's fourth and
fifth relievers for two runs
and the victory. Those pit-
chers, Jimmy Wall and
Richard Sullivan, had both
turned in outstanding mound
work in other tournament
games.

But as the clock struck
midnight, the Blazers knew
they had finally struck out.

In the top of the eighth, the
Blazers didn’t strike out at
all. However, they were
swinging their fists instead of
their bats.

Craig Viers, one of the
mildest-mannered members
of the team off the field,
triggered the bench-clearing
melee when he took a swing
at Riverside catcher Doug
McCulloch. -

Viers had just been thrown
out at home plate and had
crashed into McCulloch in the
process. When Viers started
walking back twoard the
dugout, McCulloch pushed
him slightly with his arm.

The VSC junior right-

fielder didn’t hesitate at all.

He turned around and took a
wild, left-handed poke at the
catcher.

In seconds, the home plate
area was filled with the blue
uniforms of the Highlanders
and. the bright red-clad
Blazers.

CRAIG VIERS
Ejected From Game

It took eight minutes to
restore order and both Viers

" and McCulloch were ejected.

Earlier in the week, Viers
was named a first team All-
America selection.

“He pushed me and I just
went crazy,”’ Viers said. ‘“‘He
had said something to me
earlier. I would have liked to
have ‘stayed in and played
that other couple of innings
but I guess 1 would .do the
same thing again.”

The fight marked one of
several = appearances VSC
Head Coach Tommy Thomas

TOMMY THOMAS
47-16 Finish

and assistant Dave Waples

made on the field during the

three-hour contest.

In the sixth, Riverside’s
first team All-America pick,
Nate Quarles, hit a dribbler
toward VSC first baseman
Bruce Fowler. Fowler picked
up the ball just inside fair
territory and swiped at the
speedy Quarles going by.

“T hit him right on the leg,”
Fowler said. “‘It wasn’t a real
hard shot but it wasn’t soft
either.” ; ’

Whatever kind of tag it
was, it didn’t satisfy the first
base umpire. He said Quarles

" was safe.

.The Highlanders went on to
score three runs in the inning

off Blazer starting pitcher
Steve McDiffitt.

“He (the umpire) said he
didn’t see,” Thomas said.
“But I'm not blaming the
umpires for losing the game.

“We had some real chances
to knock in runs and didn’t do
it.”

VSC left 11 men stranded on
the bases including all three
bags filled in the sixth. In the
seventh, VSC loaded the
sacks with no outs. The
Blazers got only one run out
of the situation when Fowler
hit into a double play.

Ironically, Fowler had
three hits in his other four
trips to the plate. -

‘Leftfielder Billy For-
tenberry also had three hits
and made a spectacular grab
of a sinking liner in the third
inning.

But games are made up of
good times -and bad times.
and Fortenberry had his bad
times too. He slipped down in
the eighth and allowed a
routine single to get by him.

The tying run scored as a
result. In the ninth, he was
thrown out at home plate.

‘“We blew it,” the always
outspoken Waples said. “We
‘could have won it but we blew
it. I still believe we're as good
as any team in this tour-
nament.”

.McDiffitt, who pitched his
final game in a VSC uniform,

‘agreed with Waples. He

admitted his'arm hadn’t fully
recovered from a tough 2-1
loss to Eckerd Saturday.

“T was getting pretty tired
out there,”” McDiffitt said. *‘I




The Highlanders left the

catch by Sal Amadeo on a line

shot to center field saved VSC

from falling far behind.
Amadeo singled in Fowler

walked the first man up inthe
ninth. On a 3-2 count, his

Purdy) and said I didn’t like
the way it looked,” Amadeo

With the bases loaded, and
only one. out, pinch-hitter
Eric Show hit a fire ball right
back at Sullivan. It bounced

“I think it was just a matter
of who was up last.”

' Thomas is now plckmg

* Eckerd to win it all but

@he “alhngta Eailn mlng Smitheran believes his team'
) . isn’t out of it.

“1 think we can win it,” he
said. “We have to play
tomorrow but I'd rather plsy
thansit around.”

And undoubtedly, so would

N , Valdosta State.

Wed., June 1, 1977 — 11 — ) , :
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Valdosta State’s Cecil Whitehead slides home safely
under the watchful eves of plate umpire Larry Olson
as Missouri-St. Louis pitcher Bruce Oelkers awaits a
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2t third, Oelkers uncorked a wild pitch that produced
the third run in Valdosta’s three-run third-inning
rally. The Blazers went on to score an 11~4 victory.
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Midnight had come and
gone by two hours, and the
conversation was still
flowing freely in room 318
at the Downtowner Motelin
Springfield, I11.

- Sprawled on the two
#s, sitting in one of the
 clothes-covered chairs
i &tﬂst pacing the floor
‘epfllessly were at one time
or another Valdosta State
College baseball coach
‘Tommy Thomas, his
asgistant Dave Waples,
Thomas’ parents, VSC
athletic director Billy
‘Grant and this reporter. A
few players and a coyple of
their fathers trickled in and
out, pausing only long
enough to add their com-
ments to the single topic of
conversation.

That subject was VSC’s
8-7 loss to California-
Riverside in the NCAA
Division IT World Series.
The eliminating defeat took
place just up the street as
the clock struck 12 at a now
dark Lanphier Park.

As is the case with every
game, there wasn’t a
person in the room who
didn’t have an opinion on
how the Blazers might
have won it. From the
umpires to a lack of clutch
hitting,  every base was
touched upon. Waples
jokingly placed the entire
blame on Thomas since he
lost the coin. flip for the
right-to -be the home team
the day before. Riverside
trailed 7-6 going into the
bottom. of the ninth, but
scored two runs to win it.

Riverside whipped Delta
(Miss.) State 5-3 the next
night to -advance to the
final round against number
one rated Eckerd (Fla.)
College. In that cham-
pionship game, Riverside
grabbed a 4-1 win and the
national title.

. And VSC was only three
outs away from knocking
the California team out of
the tournament Tuesday
night.

But it just wasn’t to be.

That’s one of the ex-
planations Thomas gave
for the loss and as vague as
it sounds, it's one that’s
hard to disagree with.

Never has it been more

evident than in this tour-
nament just how important
breaks are in baseball.
Valdosta State lost two one-
run games and
Riverside contest as well
as a 2-1 loss to Eckerd, the
right breaks could have
given the Blazers victories.

Never was it shown more
clearly than against

"Eckerd when Craig Viers

came up with two outs and
the bases loaded. A .362
hitter, no VSC follower
would have been surprised
if Viers had singled in two
runs. But he hit a foul ball
which the third baseman
caught by leaning way over
the fence. If the ball had
been six inches further
foul, Viers might have
come through.

in the .

With two men on in the
second inning of the
Riverside game, VSC
shortstop Bart Shuman hit
an opposite field line drive
to left. If the Riverside
leftfielder had been playing

the lefthanded-hitting
Shuman two steps farther
toward center, he never
would have caught the ball.

But he wasn'’t.

But there wera breaks
the other way too. VSC
centerfielder Sal Amadeo
caught a screamer which
had double written all over
it against Riverside. Two
men were on at the time.
Leftfielder Billy For-
tenberry made a diving
grab of another ball which
might have been an inside
the park homer if he had let
it get by him.

“Over the course of a
season, the breaks will
usually even out,”” Thomas
said. “But in a short series

like this, a couple of things
go against you, and you

, lose.”

Valdosta State left too
many men on the bases in
both losses. A hit looks
impressive in a box score,
but that run batted in may
be the most important
statistic of all. As Thomas
knows only too well, the
Blazers had their chances
to beat Eckerd and
Riverside.

Coming up with a clutch
single would have made the
umpire factor much less
noticeable.

When a coach or a team
talks about umpires being
bad, most people who
didn’t see the game usually
write off the complaints as
sour grapes. Undoubtedly,
many will do the same
when somebody says the
umps weren’t too good in

Sprmgfleld

But in this case, it’s not

just sour grapes . . . it’s the
truth,

The eight best Division II
baseball teams in the
nation played under the
less than watchful eyes of
second-class umpires.
They weren’t consistent
behind the plate, and they
‘missed obvious calls on the
basepaths.

Against Eckerd, VSC's
Bill Petty slid into third
base far ahead of the tag.
He was called out. Against
Riverside, first baseman
Bruce Fowler tagged out a
runner who passed right by
him going down the line. He
was called safe.

Thomas is not the kind of
coach who stays on um-
pires’ backs. But in this
tournament, he spent more
time jawing with the men
in blue than he did giving
signs to his players.

The umpires didn’{ take
either of the games away
from the Blazers. But they
did change the momentum
and when a team loses two
games by one run each,
momentum plays an
awfully important role.

But the umpires didn’t
lose the games, the Blazers
did.

And of course, there was
thé fight. =~

More than anything else,
everybody wants to hear
about the fight. Maybe it’s
the savage beast which
beats deep in the breast-

bone of all of us.

- As baseball rhubai bs go,
it was a good one. '

Viers didn’t really start
it. He was pushed by the
Riverside catcher and
didn’t take time to talk
over the sitnation. He just
started swinging. Both
teams were on the field in
seconds. A Riverside
assistant coach took one of




the worst beatings. There
‘wagn't a Blazer with a
seratch on him.

Fighting is not part of
baseball, and there's no
way one can condone what
Viers did. By the same
token, there’s no way one
can justify the Riverside
third baseman standing in
Viers’ way when he was
trying to tag up on the
same play. Viers had to
push ‘him out of the way
with both hands to see the
catch. The umpire says he
never say any interference.

The  bitter  disap-
pointment of losing the
game, the fight, the poor
umpiring and the need to
be in so much conflict the
entire tournament left
Thomas feeling utterly
dejected in room 318 in the
pre-dawn. hours Wed-
nesday.

While everyone went
over the game again and
again, Thomas calmly
made plane reservations
and packed his bags. He
moved about the room
talking ‘'only when he was
spoken to. )

The usually calm, mild-
mannered VSC head coach
later explained he felt his
team had not represented
Valdosta State the way it
ought to be represented. He
was worried about what
kind of image the Blazers
would leave with the
tournament committee and
the people of Springfield.

Hearing that his team’s
brawl was the first fight
ever in the national tour-
nament didn’t help his
feelings any. It was only
natural Thomas would
have these kind of thoughts
because that's the kind of
guy heis.

But a couple of weeks
from now, it's going to
finally hit him that his 1977
Blazers were the fourth
best Division II baséball

team in the, entire United

States,
That’s one way Valdosta

State  has never been

represented before. -

The Men in Red: A Team

by Larry Ricketson
Last ‘Sunday 1 witnessed, along with a great many

other Blazer fans, one of the finest games that I have
had the pleasure to watch at Blazer Field. The final
game of the Regional tournament between the Blazers
and the West Georgia Braves was truly the game of the
year. What other label could one possibly put on it?
Everything that the two teams had worked for was now
riding on the outcome of a single game. It was winner
take all time, meaning the,victor of the game would
represent the South Atlantic Region at the National
Tournament in Springfield, Illinois. The true test of a
champion is its ability to overcome its own mistakes.
The final game was a classic example. Trailing by a 1-0
score after Sal Amadeo parked a Bill Taylor fastball
over the left field fence, the Braves got two ‘gift’ runs
in the sixth on two Blazer errors to take a lead they held
going into the bottom of the ninth. Skip Fite led off the
last chance for Valdosta and drew a walk from reliever
Brad Campbell. This brought Craig Viers, the
tournament’s leading RBI man, to the plate and Viers

responded with a two-run homer that cleared the right
field fence only six feet fair. Valdosta had finally nailed
down the chance to attend Nationals. It would be hard

to describe the scene that took place on Blazer Field as

the ball disappeared over the fence. Man, it was
beautiful! People jumping around, screaming, yelling,
going crazy!And who could blame them? The Blazers
had had to defeat the same teams three times to
advance, and now they were there. The team was
going. Team. That’s the big point to make at this time.
Team. That common word that everyone uses so much
and takes for granted so often. People, that’s the name

of the game. The 1977 Blazers were the most unified
team of baseball players that I have had the pleasure to
have known. One could not praise this team and
coaches Tommy Thomas and Dave Waples enough. No
matter what one says in praise, there is alw‘ays
something else that could be added. 1 have never
enjoyed anything as much as doing the play-by-play
broadcasts for WVVS during the season, because you
somehow felt that the Blazers would come out on top. I
won’t attempt to name the outstanding Blazers of this
year, because that would consist of the entire roster.
Every man on the team did his job when he was called
upon, and he did it to the best of his ability. That’s what
makes up a team. That’s what makes a champion.
Blazers, you are a champion in every aspegi.

Congratulations. -




NCAA Tourney Had Its Moments

By MIKE CHASON
*Some impressions left over from the NCAA Division I1
national tournament:

— The 10-feet high green wall which surrounded Lan-
phier Park. It looked much shorter than that when Eckerd
first baseman Steve Balboni powered five home runs in
five games over it.

— Blazer pitcher Steve McDiffitt missing the plane
from Valdosta because of a classic case of oversleeping.
He caught a later flight and then rented a car in St. Louis
for a 95-mile drive to Springfield. Two days later, he
pitched a three-hitter against Eckerd. It was the best job
done on the Triton hitters all year.

— The lack of air conditioning at the Downtowner Motel
for the first two nights. It's just as hot in Springfield as it is
in Valdosta.

— Watching the other teams admire the VSC batgirls.
The Blazers were the only club that featured the sun-
tanned beauties.

— Seeing Blazer shortstop Bart Shuman hit his first
home run ever. After he rounded first base, he leaped so
high he could be dunking with Dr. J. with ease. Shuman’s
parents had tears in their eyes after the 330-feet shot.

— Hearing Shuman and freshman Ken Smith giving
their first interviews with -out-of-state newspapermen
after both hit home runs against Missouri-St. Louis.

— Seeing the Shippensburg coach waddle out to the
pitcher’s mound. He must have weighed close to 350
pounds. It was said he lived at a local restaurant where a

$4.50 all-you-can-eat smorgasbord was served every
night.

— Watching Eckerd coach Bill Livesey yell at his
players for not hitting the ball against McDiffitt.

— Seeing the relief pitchers warm up in the bullpens
down the sidelines just like in the major leagues. They
looked so alone out there during night games.

— Feeling sorry for VSC pitcher Richard Sullivan when
he threw a strike on what was supposed to be an in-
tentional pass to a Riverside batter. It's a sure bet catcher
Cecil Whitehead won’t forget it either.

~— Just being around VSC assistant coach Dave Waples.

— Hearing Waples’ sarcastic comments after VSC head
coach Tommy Thomas lost the flip for the right to be the
home team in the Riverside game. Waples was sure he
could have won it.

— Valdosta State showing up for the first game in the
national tournament only minutes before it started.
Thomas had miscalculated the time, and the Blazers had
time for only a short infield workout.

~— Seeing the Blazer pitchers gallop in from the bullpen
for the fight against Riverside.

— Watching Craig Viers land a looping left hand on the
side of the head of Riverside pitcher Steve Glaum. Glaum
was later named co-most outstanding player of the
tournament.

— Hearing the Shippensburg players express won-
derment when Viers was named a first team All-America

choice.

— Just being around Minnesota Twins' scout Ellis
Clary. '

— Watching the endless card games which baseball
players are addicted to.

— Getting the word that VSC’s Billy Tyler was supposed
to do an Elvis imitation at a local night spot Saturday. He
never got the chance, but he did come up with a clutch
pinch hit single the next day.

— Hearing Tyler lead VSC supporters in cheers from his
strategic spot in the dugout.

— Standing in the dugout with the Blazers while rain

.poured down for an hour during the Eckerd game. The

thunder and lightning made it an ungcomfortable position
tobein. .

— Riding the red Blazer bus, nicknamed the ‘‘Red
Dog'’, to the Friday night banquet which featured Chicago
Cubs’ front office man, Bob Kennedy.

— Talking with Ernie Banks at the tournament. Banks
probably signed more autographs on more programs, hot
dog wrappers, and at least one kid’s arm than ever
seemed possible in two hours.

— Hearing VSC athletic director Billy Grant get on a |
Missouri-St. Louis pitcher so bad, the kid actually gave
Grant a grin while he was on the mound Grant could have
been a heckuva heckler.

— Watching Thomas stand alone near his team's-dugout
after Riverside eliminated the Blazers. The steady beat of
the automatic sprinklers provided the only interruptionto
Thomas’ thoughts of what might have been.




By MIKE CHASON
.- SPRINGFIELD, Il, —
Junior rightfielder Craig
Viers has become the second
Valdosta (Ga.) State College
baseball player in history to
be named an NCAA Division
Il first team All- Amenca
- selection. ]

Viers, a Crown Pomt Inc.
native, adds his name to a list
initiated by former VSC
centerfielder Sam Bowen in
1974.

Bowen is now playing in the
Boston Red Sox minor league
organization. )

Gene Felts, another VSC
outfielder, was named to the
NAIA first team in both 1972-
73.

This year’s team was
announced during the second
round of the NCAA Division II
world series here Sunday.
The team is sponsored by the
Worth Sports Co.

viers hit the ball at a .362
clip during the regular
season, South- Atlantic
‘Conference Tournament and
the South Atlantic Regional
Tournament. )

He was named most
valuable player of the
regional after batting over
.500 for the five-game series
and hitting a dramatic ninth-
inning home run to send the
Blazers to the national
tournament here.

For the first time ever, VSC
also had three players named
tothe second team.

Senior. secondbaseman
Skip Fite, senior pitcher
Steve McDiffitt, and
sophomore catcher. Cecil
Whitehead all made the
second team. )

Fite, from Douglasville,
Ga., hit .364 during the year.
He led the team in stolen
bases with 26 and also broke
VSC records for runs-scored

SKIP FITE
Most Runs, Hits
and most hits.

Whitehead led the team
with a .388 average, including
10 home runs and 50 runs
batted in. He is a former
Valdosta High School stan-
dout.

McDiffitt was the top
pitcher on the team with a 10-
0 record. The New Mar-
tinsville, W. Va., right hander
had a 2.29 earned run
average.

Other first team selections
included junior first baseman
Dewey Minton of Bellarmine

(I1l.) College, senior short-

stop Steve Lubratich of the
University of California at
Riverside, senior third-

" Cal,

CRAIG VIERS
Second In Histery
baseman Jeff Carsley of U-

Riverside, and
sophomore outfielder Joe
LeFebrve of Eckerd (Fla.)

Also senior outfielder Nate
Quarles of U-Cal.-Riverside,
sophomore catcher Pat
Murphy of New Haven
(Conn.), senior pitcher Dale
Reis of U-Cal- Riverside,
sophomore pitcher Kerry
Freedman of Eckerd and
sophomore designated hitter
Steve Balboni of Eckerd.

South Atlantic Conference
member West Georgia had
two players on the second
team, first baseman Dan
Logan and shortstop Barry
Evans.

CECIL WHITEHEAD
Home Run Leader

Other second team choices
included third baseman Mark
Mennemeier of Southwest
Missouri, outfielder Bubba
McBrain of Delta (Miss.)
State, outfielder Jeff Gilbert
of Cal-State-Northridge,
outfielder Sammy Davis of
Jacksonville (Ala.) State,
catcher Claude Crauso of
Tampa (Fla.) and pitcher
Tom Michalczyk of New
Haven.

Third team selectlons in-
cluded first baseman Bryan
Rodgers of Delta State,
second baseman Wood Key of
Rollins (Fla.), shortstop Tom
Waring of Delta State, third
baseman Keith George of

STEVE McDIFFITT

Top Pitcher
Shippensburg (Pa.) State,
outfielder Dennis Webb of
"Northwest Mo., and out-
fielder Bruce Wmdlsch of
New York Tech.

Also, outfielder Jim
Winklemann of the

University of Missouri at St.
Louis, catcher John Crawford
of Delta State, pitcher Tom
Damiter of thppensburg,
pitcher Dennis Olson of
Missouri at St. Louis and
designated ‘hitter Pete
Labrasca of California State
(Pa.). )

The designated hitters on
the team did not necessarily
have to bat in that spot during
the season.
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Tommy Thomas: Lives Up To Image
TOMMY THOMAS, Head Coach
A former Valdosta State College
baseball star himself, Thomas
took over the head coaching
reins of his alma mater in 1968,
During his 10 year tenure, the
Valdosta native has compiled an
’ ' impressive  313-153  record, in-
cluding eight trips to post-season tournament
lay. Thomas was named Coach-of-the-Year in
the NAIA Area V in 1969 and again in the
NCAA South Region in 1974 and 1977. He has
the distinction of being the only coach in college
history to guide his team to the NAIA World
Series one year (1973) and then follow that by
taking his team to the NCAA Division II World
Series the next. Thomas received his BS degree
in physical education from Valdosta State in
1962 end the MST degree from Georgia Southern
in 1967,
.
L 4

Tommy Thomas
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VALDOSTA STATE

197 Baseball
SCHEDULE

OPPONENT

Clemson

Rose-Hulman
Rose~Hulman
West Virginia
Morris Harvey
Morris Harvey
Morris Harvey
St. Francis

St. Francis

St. Francis

St. Francis
Armstrong State
Armstrong State
St. Xavier

St. Xavier
Tennessee

St. Xavier
Tennessee

Ohio Univ.

Ohio Univ.

Ohio Univ.

RIVERSIDE NATIONAL BASEBALL TOURNAMENT
at Sports Complex & UCalif-Riverside Field

Washington State
Stanford
California
UCalif-Riverside
Maine

Oral Roberts
Oregon State

Albany State

Mercer

West Georgia

West Georgia

Georgia Southern
Georgia Southwestern
Florida State
Florida

Albany State

Florida State
Florida State
Columbus

Columbus

Georgia Southwestern
Augusta

Augusta

Florida State

Mercer :
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT

SITE

Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta

Riverside, Calif.
Riverside, Calif.
Riverside, Calif.
Riverside, Calif.
Riverside, Calif.
Riverside, Calif.
Riverside, Calif.

Albany, Ga.
Macon, Ga.
Carrollton, Ga.
Carrollton, Ga.
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Gainesville, Fla.
Valdosta
Tallahassee, Fla.
Valdosta
Valdosta
Valdosta
Americus, Ga.
Valdosta
Valdosta

" Tallahassee, Fla.

Valdosta

—a



VALDOSTA STATE

1978 Baseball

ROSTER

NO. NAME POS. CLASS B-T JUNIOR COLLEGE HOMETOWN

13 Ken Smith 1B Soph. R-R -——— Cairo, Ga.

7 Frank Gonzalez 2B Jr. R-R  Miami-Dade Center Hialeah, Fla.

12 Keith Maini 3B Sr. R-R Broward (Fla.) Hollywood, Fla.

9 Bart Shuman SS Jr. L-R o Monticello, Fla.
27 David DeMersseman DH Jr. R-R -——— Valdosta, Ga.

19 Keith Griffin 3B Sr. R-R Middle Georgia Athens, Ga.

23 Scott Alvarez UTL. Soph. R-R -—-- Leesburg, Ga.

30 Craig Viers LF Sr. L-R -—=- Crown Point, Ind.

1 Sal Amadeo CF Jr. R-R Broward (Fla.) Hollywood, Fla.
26 Bruce Fowler RF Jr. S-L  ABAC Columbus, Ind.

L6 Tom Roszell 0F Frosh L-R -——- Harrison, Ohio

L Cecil Whitehead o Jr. R-R ———- Valdosta, Ga.

5 Larry Burns C Frosh R-R -—— Hapeville, Ga.
21 Tim Harris C Jr. R-R ABAC Leesburg, Ga.

17 Jimmy Wall P Soph. R-L ———— Jacksonville, Fla.
22 David Raffensberger P  Frosh L-L -—-- Ft. Pierce, Fla.
24 Mike Raines P Soph. R-R -——-- Shellman, Ga.
29 Bill Ranne P Sr. R-R  Broward (Fla.) Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
« 34 Ronnie Lundell P Jr. R-R  South Georgia Reidsville, Ga.
35 Manny Gomes P Jr. L-L Edison (Fla.) Edgewood, Md.
37 Rick Gorey p Jr. R-R Valencia (Fla.) Harper Woods, Mich.
- 39 Lawrence Clarington P Sr.  R-L —-———- Perry, Ga.

43 Tim Carroll P Jr. R-R Brevard (Fla.) Merritt Island, Fla.
bh  Pat Kelley P Jr. R-R ABAC Decatur, Ga.

54 Rick Mitchell P  Frosh R-R -—-- Sarasota, Fla.
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