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" M i n r i i e  a n d  H e r  G u n  

G r a n s a l l i e  n e v e r  w a s  w h a t  y o u  m i g h t  c a l l  " n o n - v i o l e n t . "  A f t e r  

a l l ,  s h e  h a d  l i v e d  o n  t h e  f a r m  a l l  h e r  l i f e ,  u p  u n t i l  a b o u t  1 9 5 0  w h e n  

s h e  w e n t  a w a y  t o  F l o r i d a  t o  w o r k  a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e .  S h e  h a d  s h o t  

p o s s u m s  c a u g h t  s t e a l i n g  h e r  c h i c k e n s  s m a c k - d a b  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  b l a c k  

m a r b l e  e y e s ;  s h e  h a d  b a s h e d  t h e  h e a d s  o f  d i a m o n d b a c k s  i n  t h e  

b r i a r b e r r y  t h i c k e t s  a n d  l e f t  t h e m  f o r  b u z z a r d s  t o  p e c k  t h e  . j e w e l s  

f r o m  t h e i r  h i d e s .  C o m e  S u n d a y ,  s h e  w o u l d  w r i n g  t h e  n e c k s  o f  c h i c k e n s  

s h e  h a t c h e d  f r o m  e g g s  a n d  f r y  t h e m  f o r  p r e a c h e r s  s h e  d i d n ' t  —  

t n u c J a  u s e — £ e r ;  a n d  w h i l e  m y  d a d d y  w a s  a w a y  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  

G r a n s a l l i e  w i t h  h e r  s h o t g u n  s t o o d  g u a r d  o v e r  m y  p r e g n a n t  m o t h e r  a n d  

m y  o l d e r  s i s t e r .  G o d  h e l p  t h e  t r a m p  t h a t  s t e p p e d  f o o t  u p  t h e  b a c k  

d o o r s t e p s  w h e r e  G r a n s a l l i e  w a s  f e e d i n g  h i m  f r o m  a  t i n  p i e  p l a t e .  

B u t  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n - s i x t i e s ,  a f t e r  G r a n s a l l i e  r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h e  

F l o r i d a  E a s t  C o a s t  H o s p i t a l ,  i n  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ,  a n d  c a m e  b a c k  t o  l i v e  

o n  t h e  o l d  h o m e p l a c e ,  s h e  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  l e a r n e d  a  t h i n g  o r  t w o  a b o u t  

m o r e  c i v i l i z e d  m e t h o l d s  o f  g a t h e r i n g  f o o d ,  d e f e n d i n g  h e r s e l f  a n d  

s e t t l i n g  d i s p u t e s — m a i n l y  w i t h  h e r  m o u t h - — a n d  c o u l d n ' t  a b i d e  g u n s .  I  

m e a n ,  s h e  m i g h t  n o t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  i f  s h e  w e n t  t o  y o u r  h o u s e  a n d  s a w  

y o u r  d e e r  r i f l e  b e h i n d  t h e  k i t c h e n  d o o r ,  b u t  s h e  w o u l d  s n e e r .  H e r  

n o s e ,  w h i c h  C o u l d  s n i f f  o u t  a  d i r t y  t o w e l  o r  s h e e t  t h a t  l o o k e d  

p e r f e c t l y  c l e a n  t o  a n y b o d y  e l s e ,  w o u l d  p o i n t  s t r a i g h t  u p  i n  t h e  a i r  

a n d  h e r  l i p s  w o u l d  t h i n  o u t  i n  a  l i n e  a t  t h e  v e r y  s i g h t  o f  a  g u n .  A n d  
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i f  y o u  w e r e  g u i l t y  o f  k e e p i n g  a  p i s t o l  o n  h a n d  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  l o o k  

o u t .  S h e  w o u l d  l a u g h  i n  y o u r  f a c e  f o r  b e i n g  p r e s u m p t i o n s  e n o u g h  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  a  r o b b e r  o r  r a p i s t  m i g h t  c o v e t .  

I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  Q r a n s a l l i e  w a s  b r a v e  o r  i g n o r a n t ,  b u t  s h e  

k n e w  n o  f e a r .  M a y b e  s h e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a n g e l s  w a t c h e d  o v e r  h e r  b e c a u s e  

s h e  w e n t  t o  c h u r c h  a n d  s e n t  m o n e y  t o  O r a l  R o b e r t s .  B u t  I  t h i n k  s h e  

s i m p l y  d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  w h a t  w a s  g o i n g  o n  a r o u n d  h e r ,  a l l  t h o s e  k i l l i n g  

l o o k s  f r o m  d r i v e r s  w h o s e  c a r s  s h e  c a u s e d  t o  c o l l i d e  w h e n  s h e  p u l l e d  

o u t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e m  ( s h e  a l w a y s  h a d  t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y . ) .  

M y  g < a n d m o t h e r /  s  h a l l - d i v i d e d  f a r m h o u s e ,  b u i l t  b e f o r e  t h e  t u r n  

o f  t h e  t w i r ^ Z W % t H e n t u r y ,  h a d  l o n g  s i n c e  b e e n  t o r n  d o w n  b y  m y  

d a d d y ,  b y  t h e  t i m e  s h e  c a m e  h o m e ,  a n d  t h e  s e a s o n e d  h e a r t  p i n e  h a d  

b e e n  r e c y c l e d  i n t o  a  l i t t l e  w h i t e  f i f t i e s  h o u s e  f o r  m y  f a m i l y  i n  

S t a t e n v i l l e ,  t w o  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  o l d  h o m e p l a c e .  L a t e r  s t i l l ,  w h i l e  

m y  g r a n d m o t h e r  w a s  i n  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ,  m y  d a d d y  d e c i d e d  t o  b u i l d  i n  t h e  

c o u n t r y  a g a i n ,  w h e r e  h i s  u n c l e s  a n d  c o u s i n s  l i v e d ,  d i e d  a n d  g e t  

b u r i e d  o n  t r u e  S t a t e n  l a n d ,  a n d  w e  m o v e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  f a r m  a n d  p l a n t e d  

t h e  e n t i r e  3 0 0  a c r e s  i n  p i n e s .  

S o ,  a s  I ' v e  s a i d ,  w h e n  Q r a n s a l l i e  r e t i r e d  f r o m  n u r s i n g ,  s h e  

m o v e d  b a c k  t o  S o u t h e a s t  G e o r g i a  t o  b e  n e a r  h e r  o n l y  c h i l d — w h o  s h e  

d i d n ' t  e v e n  l i k e — a n d  h i s  f a m i l y .  S h e  h a u l e d  i n  a  s i n g l e - w i d e  m o b i l e  

h o m e  t h a t  l o o k e d  l i k e  a  b a n d e d  b l u e  E a s t e r  e g g  n e s t l e d  i n  t h e  p i n e s  

o n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  e n d  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  B u t  b e f o r e  s h e  e v e n  g o t  s e t t l e d  

i n ,  w i t h  h e r  n e w  S e a r s  T V  a n d  t o a s t e r  o v e n ,  m y  c o u s i n  M i n n i e ,  . j u s t  u p  

t h e  h i g h w a y ,  p u t  i n  f o r  Q r a n s a l l i e  t o  s t a y  n i g h t s  w i t h  h e r .  M i n n i e ' s  

h u s b a n d  R o y  w o r k e d  t h e  g r a v e y a r d  s h i f t  a t  a  p u l p m i l l  n e a r  V a l d o s t a ,  

a n d  s h e  w a s  a f r a i d  t o  s t a y  b y  h e r s e l f .  A n  e d g y ,  f r a i l  w o m a n ,  M i n n i e  
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had taken an early retirment from teaching school, and her only child 

Jimmie had married and left home earlier that year. 

Every evening about dark, Gransallie, short, soft and square 

with silver hair, would begrudgingly bundle up her sleep-worn pink 

nightgown, a fresh changing of cotton panties that looked like 

parachutes on her clothesline during the day, and the special squat 

glass for her false teeth to soak in overnight, and off she would go 

to Minnie's house in her blue Chevrolet that had been wrecked so many 

times it looked like a display at a county fair DON' f LET THIS 

HAPPEN TO YOU. 

Minnie's contemporary brick house with blocks of glass bricks 

had three bedrooms, but she insisted that Gransallie sleep with her. 

Gransallie had raised Minnie and her brother Wilmur after both their 

parents had died, and Minnie was like a daughter to Gransallie. But 

being as Gransallie never was the sentimental, sweet type, and she 

was a realist to boot, she liked to keep some distance in 

relationships. Duty was duty, and blood was blood, but blood 

out to water the farther down it ran on the family tree. Besides, 

Minnie was exquisitely sensitive, which I suppose made Gransallie 

insensitive. Never had two people of such distinctly different 

dispositions shared a bed. 

At daybreak, each morning, Gransallie would be in her oar, hell 

bent on getting home. Which must have insulted Minnie, who liked to 

linger over coffee with Gransallie. While sunfaires crept through the 

glass bricks and danced on the polished oak floors, the two women 

could discuss how they had slept the night before, what they had 

heard outside the windows of the air-conditioned, locked down h.u... 

Maybe have their daily Bible devotion together. 
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One week, two weeks, three weeks passed that summer, and then 

one night Gransall ie Q'-'t up to go to the bathroom across the hall, 

where Minnie kept a light burning from sundown to sunup» Starting 

back to the bedroom, Gransallie stumbled on a throwrug in the hall 

and fell against the bedroom door, framming it against the blue 

plaster wall like a shutter in a storm-

When she looked up, Minnie was sitting bolt—upright in the bed 

with a pistol aimed at Gransallieys head-

Knowing my grandmother, I doubt she was silent, just kneeling 

there helpless, at the mercy of Minnie and her gun- Neither ever told 

exactly what was said, but from that day on Gransallie visited Minnie 

in broad daylight and stayed home at night with her new Sears TV and 

toaster oven-


