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THAT CERTAIN____  ___________ ..DATED.......... .  196 ..

GIVEN BY........ . ............................................      -

TO....................................... . .................. ..........................................................................................—-

FOR THE AMOUNT OF $.......... ........... .................. AND RECORDED IN................ . .............

BOOK.......... ........... PAGES__________ ______ ....HAS BEEN PAID AND FULLY
SATISFIED AND THE CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT IS AUTHORIZED TO CANCEL

SAME OF RECORD, THIS........................... .. DAY OF............................................. 196....

BY ............................................. ........................................
KICCLL IC • 14



THAT CERTAIN.... _________ .. DATED........... . ................196 ...

GIVEN BY............................. ............. .............................. ......... ............. ........................ ......... .............

TO________________________________________ ______ __________________ _______ _____

FOR THE AMOUNT OF $______________ ____ _ AND RECORDED IN______________

BOOK__________________ PAGES____________________ HAS BEEN PAID AND FULLY
SATISFIED AND THE CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT IS AUTHORIZED TO CANCEL

SAME OF RECORD, THIS__________________ DAY OF_______________________ 196_„_

BY________ .-_____________________________________ J
EXCELL SC 8-64 /
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ELDER WILLIAM HAWTHORN 
Pioneer Minister and Statesman

1762 Born: Robeson County, North Carolina
Married Maleachy Clibom - together they were the parents of eight 
children: Martha, Milbury, Hannah, Jonathan C.; William B., 
Joshua T,, Elias O., & A. Jackson Hawthorn.

1798 Ordained a Minister of the Gospel by Saddletree Baptist Church, 
Robeson County, NC

1798- Pastored Saddletree & Lennon's Crossroads Baptist Churches in
1806 Robeson County, NC

1806- Moved to Hartford, Georgia, which was located across the Ocmulgee 
1807 River from the present City of Hawkinsville, Georgia.

1807- Pastored Cool Springs & Trail Branch Baptist Churches, both located
1822 near the present City of Cochran, Georgia

1814 Elected State Senator from Twiggs County, Georgia.
1817 Elected State Representative from Pulaski County, Georgia
1819 Elected State Senator from Pulaski County, Georgia
1821 Reelected State Senator from Pulaski County, Georgia
1822 Appointed a Commissioner for Pulaski County Academy
1823 Resigned as Commissioner of Pulaski Academy to move to

Southwest Georgia
1823 Established his residence in Southwest Georgia (Lot 106, Section 13. 

Early County), which was about 5 miles southwest of the present 
City of Cairo, on the south side of Tired Creek.

1823 Appointed a Commissioner to "fix on a public site for the County of 
Decatur, and as soon as convenient contract for and have erected a 
courthouse and jail for said county."

1826 Organized the Constitution of Tired Creek Baptist Church, and served 
as its first Pastor for 22 years

1827 Elected State Senator from Decatur County, Georgia
1829 Reelected State Senator from Decatur County, Georgia
1846 Died, Decatur (now Grady) County, Georgia Buried in cemetery at 

Tired Creek Primitive Baptist Church.

HAWTHORN TRAIL 
DEDICATION CEREMONY

OCTOBER 6, 1998 
2:00 P.M.

MIZPAH PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
COUNTY ROAD 17 

GRADY COUNTY. GEORGIA



Master of Ceremonies Wilkes Nicholson
President, Grady County Historical Society

National Anthem

Pledge of Allegiance

Invocation

Welcome & Introduction of
State & Local Officials

Recognition of Hawthorn 
Family Descendants

The Hawthorn Historical Trail

Presentation of Resolution

Remarks

Benediction

Sign Unveiling

Cairo High School Band Ensemble

Ralph N Miller
Cairo American Legion Post 122

Elder Robert D. Conner, Pastor 
Tired Creek Primitive Baptist Church

Wilkes Nicholson

Wilkes Nicholson

Dr. Wayne R Faircloth

William "Billy" P Langdale 
State Transportation Board Member

State Representative Richard Royal
State Representative Kermit "K" Bates 

State Senator Harold Ragan

Elder Max Childs, Pastor
Mizpah Primitive Baptist Church

Family Members & Officials





Tired Creek poet office Tho* Cot 0 August 22n^ 1834

My worthy Governor Sohley
1 take the Liberty of Trying again to 

discharge a duty Revolving on no in behalf of the Citi sene of

Deoatur County* in General and 4 

in particular* X have Indsavour 

were Received* to address your 

formation how wo are* and where 

what Medium you will Receive ou 

wrote you that we apyrehanl pos 

that wo know there ia provable 

Repeatedly through the adjuinin 

from Being compotant witnesses 

as I oou* with a bad Chance* on 

have aoouitod ourselves Like mi 

that Bainbridge our county olt< 

Ravage* we then made Bainbridge 

efforts* from thonoe in tha La 

Little coapany* up flint River 

Courthouse* Mewton*in Baker Ooi 

homes without dissevering Indii 

were notified By Xxpress of th< 

Instantly Reparod to tho scene 

was mustered into tho army by 

the saiao for a few days for 84 

service tho Balance of my men

e Georgia Guard under my Command* 

once before* since our Commissions 

oelonay in order to obtain* in- 

e shall Receive our arms* and thron^l 

Bonds for the same* at that time I 

ble danger* but now I wrote to you 

nger of tho Indians* who are passing* 

Count'a* wo have Learned these things 

’ facte* 1 have tried to do as well 

(very alarm that hue Taken place* wo 

, in tho first place* we understood 

ran in danger of the Indian* Merciless 

>ur place to concentrate our little 

*r part of June wo sent ten of our 

1 the iCaat side* ten miles above tho 

cy they Return4 the day to their 

sign but in a very few days after we 

Kurd er s Comltod in Baker County* wo 

nd there mot Co** Boal* command and 

s author! ty and Received Rashions froi 

on which was our Mumber mustered into 

aving hoturned after tho battle in



about Vie last of July 

▼cry subject to faulas 

’ ^t-lves imposed upon

and the first of tho present month we were 

alarms at length we Resolved to suffer 

bo Longer* so we agreeJ to send part of out

own oompany to know tho Certainty of the flying news in Ciroulation 

through wr Low Country* well Sir wo done Right one tine Heron of 

our Company went on to a plate where they a. vitood the Baker Troops 

was stationed on flint River 48 wiles above Bainbridge on their 

way up as soon as they thought* they might Bogin to look out for 

Indian sine* they took tho woods and kept a short dlstanoe from tho 

Road* in oonoequeneo of which they Biased seeing tho Indians while 

at or near tho houoe of Mr seller who was the first sufferer on the 

Bast side of tho River at that tins tho station above alluded to 

io 10 nileo above Beller* they wont up to tho station or whore tho 

non had been and Return* to a Br Lnokyf on tho stage Road 0 or 10 
Milos from Mewton In Baker County* this was on Tuesday ths •** Inst* 

whore they Refreshed themselves on the forepart of the Right* but 

git Ing inf creation that Bveni(n)g that a Largo Band of tho hostileo 

had Crossed tho River near Mewton tho day before* they Reparod to 
Bewton W day light Most morning where they not with CapJ® Minoh with 

89 non with whom they Joief in concert* with the light of tho sub 

they took the Indians Tracks from the Bank of the River this ts 
on Wednesday 10F1 Inst they Traill then to Soilart house where they 

discharged one of ay nan with an depress to no with a Request for 

more non* which left but 10 of ny non with Minch making in all 89 

non X used ay Boot Aadoavour to get with then* but failed there 

was sene Qentlsnen from Bainbridge and the upper part of Beeatur 

that overtook then Before tho Indiana flanked tho Little Band 

throe of ny Ton was wounded one elitely two Badlay at tho first 

appearance 8 Bravo non from Bainbridge Anos h Bacon wounded* and 
two Brave follows Allen the other nano not Recollected of Baker J







O’er

Ulla afcato in Uto yeuf 13b0 to the £de day of Ledwouor

Sir F/preeuule to an

^^oeoa
P wT^F^am^ 

tao 10ta 1808

deed by Legislator

My tho Jxeoutlve of tao Jtate* uutaoribing tue fomu-ion of one
or iwrv a<wpeayuv of Cavalry la toe aeverax County8 of tale J»t*to#

and to authorise ills jcoexlenay the go^smor to Contrast far a 

number of pistols Swords & for the 3quipaent of tue easu fl tho

•aid Coapanys so organised according to the provluions of the aot

are to bo known as the Georgia Guards in Conformity to tae above 

sc* 'itlienc al : i- > ■ . ■ •”!■, n ’ . . _ ,;

and X was elected Captain. ;o Co nand tho Company of volante^rs

all Rood our -onMiadiona from the uoveroor* My womieoion. Sears 

da to the fifth uay of April 18J6. Since taat time Mr, Rogers and 

Mr. hwain Removed out of ths County* Mr. hagan and My half are 

tho only Comissioned officere, at this tine Belonging to tho 

Company* from some oauae or other we aave never need our Ansa* 

if you have it in your Power and think Wrapper* to furnish ua* | 

with a number aufflolunt to aits forty, fi^^^ as a Company of 

the Georgia guard * in one of the frontier County a. of me utats.

They would he greatfully Received By us. slid we are Ready and 

billing to give our Bond* for the Arms in ter me of tho law9 X 

wiah to know of you» Vheth&r the Company under ay Connaod, aro 

Subject to be Retumedf My other Captains* in tho County * and 

^raftedi X slaot want to *now of your Kxoollonoy* if we wore not 

authorised* aocording to tho act, to take Kight Men out of any

Captain Bl strict in tho County with out regard to nuaoor write 

joo tho first opportunity if you Pleas aa X fool Very anxious* to





. c*Ing uh ter the Co«- 

the Crldkanu achy the Balance 
'' 
tine j our ./a .x- ! r i a reus 1 Sndadd

Make out the above list according to the Direction I Ree ’ from Col 

Holia"» it according to your Direction in your letter to me dated 

24J November 18S5 You will Be kind Enough to cMuain it and treat 

it as your ^iadom 'Fay Direct if the Provision has Been made By the 

-•egislutor which you anticipated we want what ia Right and no -lore 

if you see Cause to pay ua for our e^rvioea I will try to see

Justice one to 3vry Man eho has served under My Command is 

With great Respect I Remalu your friend and obt Servt

. ' • K

to his IfixcelLency TFiiliam Schley

I

12 00

4 00

8 00

7 50

Balling Bxepmoe to Camp Sellers

Til.jam Ha rt torn rur dtaed 2 Boys t 2

Hornes & a Curt 4 daya S pi day -

^at^j4ed_J!a7^ 1 G. rt • j. 4 Daye 6 x,00
aid

Sion fiveash 2 Horses 1 a waggon 4 Daye S 2,00

Joel Cook 1 yoke oxen 1 Cart IC Day(s> A 75°

M&thew Hanly 1 yoke oxen i Waggon 4 Daya d 1,OC

the Xbove Hailing wae done near flint River on an
/WiX.)
Indian trail where I stationed and kept out skouting

parties In dif^rent Directions

the -Be wag entirely new to me and I have oal n

account of our Ezspeuces xs we were some time neeeeitat ■





• w August 11, 1975
MEMO FOR JBR's use and to remember: 

- i
In the exchange between Wayne Faircloth and Mr. Baggett about the Indians, Wayne referred 

to pages 241 and 242 in L. W. Rigsby's Historic Georgia Families. Also referred to Early 

History Creek Indians pages 181-182.

I'm not sure if that Early History Creek Indians is the book that I bought and gjve to the 

Library. They gave me a book when I was there but they did not put in it who donated it. And 

it may not have been it and I may still have that book myself somewhere keeping it for reference 

but it will end up in the Library.

In the Rigsby pages I read he was talking about 1633 and about 20 years older and that 

must have had no reference to the 1809-23-36-38 that I think was in the exchange.

On page 241 Rigsby's book it read" Indians living within the present boundaries of 

Grady County were certainly friendly to the whites and white settlers whereas in other sections 

the whites were having their troubles. Those in tkxxxH this section lived in perfect friendliness 

and accord". I may oot have jotted it d®wn accurate but something very close to the above. 

It also cites the two following instances: Hawthorne and the Indians at that time in Decatur 

County were hostile about Bainbridge. But no record in Thomas County. What I'm writing here 

is a little jumbled for if I needed to refer to it I could go back to the book again.

JBR









HAWTHORNE TRAIL ROCK 

by 

Dess F. OLIVER II 

JULY 24, 2008

In 1955, I graduated from Cairo High School, and started my freshman 

year at F.S.U. During the weekends, when I came home, Jimmy Arline 

and I would look for Indian artifacts, arrowheads, pottery, etc., in fields 

around Grady County. Sometime during that year, we heard about a limestone 

rock with a carving on it. The story was that an unknown man had found 

the rock in Blowing Cave, off of the Hawthorne Trail Road. The rock was 

probably thrown into Blowing Cave by the Indians. When the man died, 

he wanted the rock placed at his gravesite, which is off the Hawthorne Road 

about 8-10 miles above Cairo, on the Pine Level Road. Jimmy and Dess 

drove up to the gravesite to see it. Upon seeing it, we knew it had significant 

importance to this area from the 1700's. We obtained permission from a 

relative to move the rock and place it in the Cairo Library for display and 

safe keeping. Miss Wessie Connell was glad to have it because of its history. 

Sometime that year, I took it to the F.S.U. anthopology department to have 

it analyzed. They felt that it was authentic.

For years I went in the library and checked on the rock. About ten 

years ago, in the 1990's, I discovered that the rock was missing. After 

inquiring about it, no one in the library knew anything about it, or where 

it might be. Someone thought it may have been placed outside in a garden 

area. After talking to Lewis Oliver, my cousin, he finally located it under 

some shrubbery outside. I asked him to give it to the Cairo Historical 

Society to be put on display.

This rock was carved and put on the Hawthorne Trail-Indian Trail as 

a marker to indicate the way to a block fortress along the trail in the 1700's. 

It's probably Spanish because the number 7 is backwards as the Spanish would 

have written it.

It is the earliest and most significant historical find in Grady County and 

South Georgia. This rock should be displayed in a safe place and its history 

passed on to future generations. I will be glad to build a pedestal base for 

display, and Ken Hawthorne said he would have a plaque made for it. Please 

save this piece of history.

Dess. F. Oliver, II
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> Academics > Faculty/Staff Profile Directory Faculty Websites

Faculty & Staff Directory
Mr. Dess Oliver

• Academics at RGNS
• The Upper School
• College Counseling
• The Middle School
• Daily Bulletin
• Academic Calendar
• Student Support Services
• Faculty/Staff Profile Directory 

Faculty Websites
o Course Assignment 

Calendars
• Library & Media Center
• Contact Us

Media Gallery

GivingVo RGNS

Faculty Information

Location(s) Upper School

Departments(s) Art, Industrial Arts & Design

Title(s) Teacher

Contact Information
School Email doliver@rabungap.org (Primary)

School Phone 706-746-7467 ext. 273

Education

Degree(s) B S. Florida State University

Other Information
Employed Since 1971

Biography A teacher for 51 years and now in his 37th year at RGNS, Dess c 
program into what it is today During his remarkable career, Dess 
railroad which includes an operating locomotive and railway cars 
Museum across from campus and once featured in People Maga. 
have built a gazebo, student foot bridge, porches, a science obse 
structures The subject of over 55 publications and television apf

http://www.rabungap.org/page.cfin?p= 18&viewdirid= 111 &showFilter=l &ddid=55 8/24/2010

mailto:doliver@rabungap.org
http://www.rabungap.org/page.cfin?p=
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• Academics at RGNS
• The Upper School
• College Counseling
• The Middle School
• Daily Bulletin
• Academic Calendar
• Student Support Services
• Faculty/Staff Profile Directory 

Faculty Websites
o Course Assignment 

Calendars
• Library & Media Center
• Contact Us

http://www.rabungap.org/page.cfrn7p-l 8&viewdirid-l 1 l&showlilter^l&ddid 55 8/24/2010

http://www.rabungap.org/page.cfrn7p-l
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Pitney Bowes inc,

Mailed & zou TTO

WALNUT AND^PACIFIC STREETS

STAMFORD, CONN., U.S.A. 06904

AREA CODE 203 • 348-2621

January 1965

A booklet of helpful hints

For saving money In YOUR office

With office salaries what they are today, any job that calls for more 
personal attention and hand work than absolutely necessary, simply adds 
to the cost of doing business. That’s why we’re sure you’ll want to read 
a new booklet which has just come off the press. To get a copy, just re­
turn this letter as explained below.

The booklet pictures and discusses a number of out-moded office tasks — 
tells how they can easily be streamlined or eliminated entirely. It will 
help you answer the question of whether outdated methods may be hurting 
your business.

There’s a section on how to cut addressing time of statements and other 
correspondence from hours to minutes. Some tips on helping your girl 
Friday ease her workload. Useful information on how to reduce parcel 
post costs. And a good deal more.

In addition, there’s some solid information on the benefits of metered 
mail. How it can do away with postage accounting, trips to the post 
office for stamps and the tiresome task of licking and sticking. And 
how it can expedite mail delivery while lending a clean modern appearance 
to all your mail.

Unless we’re greatly mistaken, you’ll find the contents of this booklet 
both helpful and interesting. And best of all, the suggestions in it 
are entirely practical for any office, regardless of size.

To get a copy of the booklet, just make sure your name appears below, 
and return this letter in the postage-paid envelope provided. We'll 
mail it to you promptly — without obligation.

Please fill in name of 
individual if not shown

Very truly yours.

E. M. Davis
Executive Vice President

Mr. Robert S. Roddenbery, Jr. 2h 
Judge, Small Claims Court 
Moultrie, Georgia

EMD/YPH 
Enc.

ORIGINATOR OF THE POSTAGE METER | MANUFACTURER OF MAILING AND BUSINESS MACHINES

b6' 
tL V





HAWTHORNE TRAIL ROCK 

by
Dess F. OLIVER II

JULY 24, 2008

In 1955, I graduated from Cairo High School, and started my freshman 

year at F.S.U. During the weekends, when I came home, Jimmy Arline 

and I would look for Indian artifacts, arrowheads, pottery, etc., in fields 

around Grady County.. Sometime during that year, we heard about a claystone 

rock with a carving on it. The story was that an unknown man had found 

the rock in Blowing Cave, off of the Hawthorne Trail Road. The rock was 

probably thrown into Blowing Cave by the Indians. When the man died, 

he wanted the rock placed at his gravesite, which is off the Hawthorne Road 

about 8-10 miles above Cairo, on the Pine Level Road. Jimmy and Dess 

drove up to the gravesite to see it. Upon seeing it, we knew it had significant 

importance to this area from the 1700's. We obtained permission from a 

relative to move the rock and place it in the Cairo Library for display and 

safe keeping. Miss Wessie Connell was glad to have it because of its history. 

Sometime that year, I took it to the F.S.U. anthopology department to have 

it analyzed. They felt that it was authentic.

For years I went in the library and checked on the rock. About ten 

years ago, in the 1990's, I discovered that the rock was missing. After 

inquiring about it, no one in the library knew anything about it, or where 

it might be. Someone thought it may have been placed outside in a garden 

area. After talking to Lewis Oliver, my cousin, he finally located it under 

some shrubbery outside. I asked him to give it to the Cairo Historical 

Society to be put on display.

This rock was carved and put on the Hawthorne Trail-Indian Trail as 

a marker to indicate the way to a block fortress along the trail in the 1700's. 

It's probably Spanish because the number 7 is backwards as the Spanish would 

have written it.

It is the earliest and most significant historical find in Grady County and 

South Georgia. This rock should be displayed in a safe place and its history 

passed on to future generations. I will be glad to build a pedestal base for 

display, and Ken Hawthorne said he would have a plaque made for it. Please 

save this piece of history.



Indian Rock

Oldest rock known to man in Grady County?

1'he story has it that this rock pointed to a blockade that once existed in what is now 
Grady County, because of the arrow on the rock and what is apparently a date, 1704.

The rock was discovered in the Blowing Cave area and set on a man’s grave in a 
cemetery east of Cairo. Jimmy Arline and Dess Oliver removed the rock and presented it 
to Wessie Connell at Roddenbery Memorial Library because of its apparent historical 
value.

Dess and Jimmy were out collecting arrowheads and exploring caves in orthern Grady 
county near the Hawthorne Trail. People had told them of a rock that had been found in a 
cave there, where it was assumed that Indians had put it.

A man had wanted it placed next to his grave in a small cemetery near the fire tower (turn 
right at the country store and go a mile or so to find the cemetery).

A long time ago it wasn’t uncommon for 7’s to be turned backward. If the numeral on 
the rock is a backward 7, it could provide a clue to the date of origin. Dess Oliver took 
the rock to FSU, and they felt it was authentic, so it could be the oldest man-made thing 
remaining in Grady County.

Contacts:

Dess Oliver, Director
Tallulah Falls Railroad Museum 
Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School 
Highway 441 North 
Rabun Gap, GA 30568 
www.rabungap.org 
(706) 746-2237, 746-7467

Charles Manny (Pat Arline's brother) 
Hadley Ferry Road
Cairo, GA
377-4344

http://www.rabungap.org


HAWTHORNE TRAIL ROCK 

by 

Dess F. OLIVER II 

JULY 24, 2008

In 1955, I graduated from Cairo High School, and started my freshman 

year at F.S.U. During the weekends, when I came home, Jimmy Arline 

and I would look for Indian artifacts, arrowheads, pottery, etc., in fields 

around Grady County. Sometime during that year, we heard about a limestone 

rock with a carving on it. The story was that an unknown man had found 

the rock in Blowing Cave, off of the Hawthorne Trail Road. The rock was 

probably thrown into Blowing Cave by the Indians. When the man died, 

he wanted the rock placed at his gravesite, which is off the Hawthorne Road 

about 8-10 miles above Cairo, on the Pine Level Road. Jimmy and Dess 

drove up to the gravesite to see it. Upon seeing it, we knew it had significant 

importance to this area from the 1700's. We obtained permission from a 

relative to move the rock and place it in the Cairo Library for display and 

safe keeping. Miss Wessie Connell was glad to have it because of its history. 

Sometime that year, I took it to the F.S.U. anthopology department to have 

it analyzed. They felt that it was authentic.

For years I went in the library and checked on the rock. About ten 

years ago, in the 1990's, I discovered that the rock was missing. After 

inquiring about it, no one in the library knew anything about it, or where 

it might be. Someone thought it may have been placed outside in a garden 

area. After talking to Lewis Oliver, my cousin, he finally located it under 

some shrubbery outside. I asked him to give it to the Cairo Historical 

Society to be put on display.

This rock was carved and put on the Hawthorne Trail-Indian Trail as 

a marker to indicate the way to a block fortress along the trail in the 1700's. 

It's probably Spanish because the number 7 is backwards as the Spanish would 

have written it.

It is the earliest and most significant historical find in Grady County and 

South Georgia. This rock should be displayed in a safe place and its history 

passed on to future generations. I will be glad to build a pedestal base for 

display, and Ken Hawthorne said he would have a plaque made for it. Please 

save this piece of history.

Dess. F. Oliver, II 
(706) 746-2237



Dess Oliver II
962 Wolffork Rd 
Rabun Cap, CA 30568 
(706) 746-2237

To Whom It May Concern 

RE: Blowing Cave Rock





HISTORY OF HAWTHORNE TRAIL

in
William

1818 there sat together In the Georgia Leg^ si Atwe one 

Leonard Hawthorne from Lumpkin County and one Mr. Collier

from Early County. In conversation Mr. Collier told Mr. Hawthorne 

of the wonderful wire-grass and long-leafed pines, and the big- 

kneed cypress that stood like grand monarchs as guards over the 

southwest lands of Georgiaj he told of tho unlimited store of 

turpentine within the heart of these Virgin pines, of the countless 
feet oyi^imber thaS^shadowed the wire-grass, whose nutrition for 

cattle was incalcuablo.

This
after tha

conversation dwelt in tho mind of William Hawthorne, and

Legislature had adjourned, he returned to his mountain
home with visions of tho

To satiate that restless
wire-grass region of southwest Georgia.

vision, ho proposed to hla wlfo and sons
that they make a journey to this land that Mr. Collier had so 
graphically described, and suiting actions to tho word, £hat-he 

out and in time reached the ’’land of his vision.” They remained 

two years, when, in response to a business call, Mr. Hawthorne, his 

wife and youngest son returned to Lumpkin lea, and it was on this » V
return trip that he blazed ths way, which to this day is called 

the Hawthorne Trail. Ho stayed in Lumpkin lea long enough to make 

Li

a crop when again a restless doslro for the wire-grass region 

siezed him, whereupon he sold his lands and crops without being 

gathered, and returned to tho section of Early County then, now 

known as Grady. On this return he brought all his belongings, 

cattle, and one hundred negro slaves, following tho trull that he 
i

had blazed the year before, making a passable road by felling trees 

and crudely bridging streams, which was not such a gigantic undertaking 
with the one hundred slaves.

1
a..



r
Wo uro told that

already passable, but 

wilderness Of cypross

underbrush of ferns

j
1

the road from Dahlonega to Albany waa 

th’ root of the way wao a veritable 

trooa, maaay alougha, and tangled

f

• palmottoos, etc.
On Christmas Eve, 

destination. Ho built 

Which ho called "Tired 

claves wero so worn by

1821, this William Hawthorne reached his 

a bon-fire on the banka of the little river, 

Creek**, because all his family, cattle and 

tho long tedious journey.
Thia trail for which our chapter io named, io tho present 

thorough-faro from Albany to Tallahaaaoo. Florida, running 

dlreotly thought our County aoat, Camilla, and knoun no Scott
Street.

Along its way are 

Lovers* Lanes, skirted 

trees, draped with tho 

touching the ground.

ciany beautiful avonues, known an 

on each aldo by the native live oak 

historic Spanish moss, in many places almost J
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th® Land of Floworo" aa attraatlvc as had been pictured to him, end co ho returned 

to Southwest Georgia and built hie homa, in which we aro now living. Few repairs to 

thio placo havo bean noocnsary, an tho house was strongly and roll built more than 

coo hundred ycaro ago. My grandfather Willies, and hie brother Ellas, wore both 

Primitive Baptist pro a chore, who preached semewhara every Sunday, and worked dill- 

gently through tho week days. Both are burled in tho graveyard of Sofega (Tired 

Creek) Church, near tho Hawthorns Trail and the old hose. Tho other brother want to 

Tosno and established a town, named Hawthorns for himself.*

Rocontly this historian, In company with ry daughter Ealyn Spence and Mro.

W. 0. Twitty of Polham, made a pilgrimage to Sofega to vlclt tho grave of Willies 

Hawthorns whom I hold In reverence for having made history through Mitchell Ccuaty. 

Wo found thio inscription which narks the earthly rooting place of that hero of tho 

earlier days) "Eldar William Hawthorne, Bora 17^2, died May 15, lt&5e 64 years.* 

LEGEND OF THE HAWTHORnK TRAIL

In dayo of Georgia history, even before tho records were

beginning to bo cade, thoro lived on tho border lino between Forth Carolfen and 

Georgia, a sturdy pioneer who had wandered o-way from his hams and family In Bales, 

Maos. Ei story says that this planner wao none other than tho brother of Nathaniel 

Hawthorne, the great Romance writer of Now England. Willlo Hawthorne was bio nano, 

and In the very early part of tho Ipth Century, about 1802, thio Wllllra Hawthorns 

settled in the mountain rocosoeo of tho Blue Ridgo that skirts Northern Georgia, 

As lo thio was tho primeval range of tho Cherokee Indiana, and in time Hawthorne

became on friendly tonne with the Chief of hio neighbors. One of ths family of E»- 

thorae was a beautiful daughter, Who from occasional naotinge, had learned to know 

and love one of the Oharokoo sons. Thore was little In common between Hawthorne and 

tho Indians, so he fortado hio daughter resolving the attentions of the Chief’s eon, 

but no lo always tho way with youths, they dared to thwart the commando of parent 

Hawthorne end planned an escape to tho Land of Floors, about which they wore begin­

ning to hear. On ons stormy night they clipped both riding the saw bores. 

On end on they wont, caking euro their hiding for several wooko. By and by the fhtho^
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thor« oot out In pursuit of the truant lovoro, learning they had spent a 

ght in Dahlonega, la., thence on they followed then to Tallahaocce, Florida. On

Ing tho r lorlda townahlp, Mr. Hawthorns was told that hie daughter and hor Indian 

vtod and wars then in hiding at a certain houco not far from what is 

now known aa Im onia Lake. Infhriatod at thia information, tho fhthor and brothers 

retraced their stops, and sure enough found the daughter and her lovor domiciled in 

houno. Tho Indian lover, dotenainod that his sweetheart should not bo taken from 

Ido, murdorod her and then himself. Locked in death’s embrace they woro found by 

father Hawthorne, who, brokenhearted, returned to hl a mountain hoco, following the 

trail he had blazed on his search for his now lamented dau^xter.

After many months, so overcome with worry and grief, Hawthorne could not 

live oontentodly in tho mountains of the Blue Ridge. Together with hio family, hio 

•laves, hio cattle, he returned to Oouthwest Georgia by the same trail in 1813 and > 

which has ever since been known as "The Hawthorne Trail."

On Christmas Evo 1821 it was, thio family rcachod the little river they 

called 8ofora (Tired Creak)J here they camped - his family, hio slaves, hio cattle - 

all worn by the long, tedious journey.

Tho Hawthornes lived for cary years in tho house in which his daughter 

was rurdored by her Indian lovor, and which to thio good day is known as "the 

house." After tho Hawthornes moved away no one would live in the house. Tradition 

says that a woman's eoreams, darning of doors, creaking of windows, can bo heard fron 

till dawn, and such a fooling of horror cornea ovor all who go there, no one over 

cares to revisit the "haunted house•*

And thus I have told you the story as it was told to mo - tho legend of tbs 

Hawthorns Trail.
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THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF GEORGIA

VALDOSTA, GEORGIA

April 16, 1965

Mr. R. S. Roddenbery 
Moultrie, Georgia

Dear Mr. Roddenbery:

Please pardon my delay in answering your letters, but obligations 
here at the college have prevented me from doing the research necessary 
to answer them adequately. With reference to Elder William Hawthorne, 
I am including the information which is found on his tombstone located 
in the cemetery at Tired Creek Primitive Baptist Church. In your first 
letter you stated that Elder Hawthorne settled in the vicinity of Sofkee 
in 1819. This information is incorrect. The Hawthorne Trail was blazed 
from central Georgia to Florida in 1818 by Elder Hawthorne; however, he 
returned to Pulaski County, Georgia, where he resided and served in the 
State Legislature as a Senator from that county during the years 1819- 
1821. He did not move and establish a settlement on Tired Creek until 
sometime between 1821 and 1822. I do not know the exact time that he 
moved to this region. The first documentary evidence which I have been 
able to locate of his being in this region is the fact that he served 
in the Presbytery when Tired Creek Primitive Baptist Church was con­
stituted, Sept. 2, 1826. This church is the oldest church of any 
denomination in the southwest part of the state. Elder Hawthorne 
served in the State Legislature from Decatur County as late as 1827, 
and much of his political activity during this time can be found in 
documents in the State Archives. It is also interesting to note that 
Elder Hawthorne resided in Georgia a number of years before migrating 
to the southern part of the state. He had served as a State Senator 
from Twiggs County as early as 1814, and was a member of theJIephzibah 
Baptist Association of Georgia even before then, for in 1813, he and 
an Elder Pearce refused to support the missionary movement which was 
then being formulated. (History of the Baptist Denomination in Georgia, 
Harrison and Co., Atlanta; page 87j I have tried in vain to determine 
the exact time he moved from North Carolina; however, I have seen 
marriage records in the North Carolina State Archives which indicate he 
resided there as late as 1810.

As for the southern terminus of the Hawthorne Trail, I cannot say. 
Apparently it must have been in the vicinity of the present day communi­
ties of Calvary, Georgia, and Concord, Florida. So numerous were the 
families from North Carolina that settled in Calvary that early maps of 
the state designate the village as "Little North Carolina".
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DEPARTMENT DF STATE
BEN W. FORTSON, JR.

SECRETARY OF STATE 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA SURVEYOR-GENERAL DEPARTMENT 
1516 PEACHTREE STREET, N.W. 

Atlanta 9, Georgia

Mr. R. S. Roddenbery, Jr.
Attorney at Law 
Moultrie, Georgia

Dear Mr. Roddenbery:

July 14, 1959

It occurred to me, after exhausting every other source, that the book 
done by the W. p. A., GEORGIA, AMERICAN GUIDE SERIES; just might have
something on the Hawthorne Trail, since you said it once had a marker.
Sure enough, on page 394 cites the following: , "Camill^^former seat 
of Mitchell County, was laid out in 1857. The county was hinned-i^r 
David B. Mitchell, Governor of Georgia, and the town, for his daughter 
The marker in the center of the main street designates the SITE OF THE
HAWTHORNE TRAIL, blazed in 1818 by William Hawthorne when he was seeking 
a short route from North Carolina to Florida. Two years later he made 
a trip over>the trails broadened it, and settled with his family near 

■Obviously, they must have gotten this information from the data on the 
marker, but it's anybody's guess as to how-accurate it is. From this 
I checked Miss Mary's*material on the liles on the Hawthornes, and have 
made copies of all of it. It may help some - together with other 
material you may have.

I checked the original lists of registration of those who drew in the 
1827 Land Lottery, and found a William Hawthorne, Revolutionary Soldier, 

'' , living in Decatur County, drawing land lot 136 in the third district of
U<\^'*^artot^ It was granted May 24, 1837. William Hawthorne, Rev-

olutionary Soldier, living in Putnam County, drew land lot 155 in the 
seventh of Lee, being granted July 7, 1827. Then I found that Martha 
Houston had listed in her REPRINT, 1827 LOTTERY, William HATHORN. John 
Hawthorn, living in Twiggs drew land lot 328 in the eighteen of Early, 

\ and 158 in the seventh of Gwinnett - in the 1820 Lottery. He was also 
\a Revolutionary ^oldler. Incidentally, the first or 1805 Lottery is the 
on^T one in which we have the names of those ENTITLED to draw. After 
the State had authorized the Justices of the Inferior Courts to draw up
this first list, they abondoned the project, and we have only those who 
actually did draw in the other five Lotteries.

In this first Land Lottery of 1805, there is a George Rottenbery, living 
in Liberty and entitled to two draws. One was a blank, but the other 
gave him land lot 175 in the second of Baldwin. Since only widows with 
children, and married men with wife and/or child were entitled to two 
draws, we know that he was married at that time. The only other two 
classifications were a bachelor who could have one draw, and an orphan or 
family of orphans who could have one draw. All four of these classifications 
had to have lived in Georgia a year prior to the drawing, and be a United 
States citizen. I am enclosing some mimeographed sheets which Mr. Hitz,



Saveway Oil Compan

GASOLINES
Lakemont 

ga.

July 17, 1959

DISTRIBUTOR OF VITA-FUEL

Mr. R. S. Roddenbery Jr 
Moultrie, Georgia
Dear Mr. Roddenbery;

Your letter of the 13th was 
forwarded to me here, thus the delay in 
answering.

The Hawthorne Trail marker was 
moved several years ago to the intersection 
of the Cairo-Camilla road and the Bainbridge 
Camilla Road. I do not remember the inscription 
but I am writing a friend of my to copy the 
Inscription and mail to you.

Mrs. J. M. Spence of Camilla wrote 
a History of Mitchell County several years ago and I believe thljs Ri story will give you full 
information of the^Trail. I will try to locate 
a copy and mail to you.

If you^any more information that I 
might be able to get, please feel free to call 
on me.

Sincerely

Forrest L. Lewis Jr
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Judge R. S. Roddenbery, Jr.
Small Claims Court of Colquitt C 
Moultrie, Georgia

My dear Judge Poddenber*:

LEGISLATIVE JOURNALS 
SESSION LAWS 
SUPREME COURT REPORTS 
COURT OF APPEALS RPTS. 
SELECTED STATE

PUBLICATIONS

EXCHANGE, AND BALE OF:

GEORGIA:

OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTION,

Someone from your office came into the library a week 
or so ago and did some research for you. '.Then she left she 
asked that we write you should we be able to locate 
information about Beachton, veno, Sofkee and a mar of the 
Hawthorne Trail blazed in 1818 frcm North Carolina to Florida.

All we found about the three places is a listing in A 
Expansible List of Ceorpia Place-Mames compiled by Edward 
Dawson. The Georgia State College for Women, Milledgeville 
Georgia which gives Grady count’Aas^^en location of each.

We have not been able to locate a map showing

Ai*
■

lawthome
Trail and after checking with both the Georgia Historical Commission 
and the Department of Archives and History we are of the opinion 
that one does not exist. We did find a reference to that trail
in Georgia, A Guide to its Terns and*Countryside revised and 
extended by ^Jeorge G. Leckie, Atlanta, Tupper £ Lovo, c.1954, 
p. 276 jand in Proceedings of the Twenty-First (’ctor*’) Conference 
of the Georgia Chapter National Society' Daughters of tae 
Tmerican Revolution m reorgia~held in'Albany 1919, p. 141-142 as 
well as two or three pages in Synopsis of the Historr of Mitchell 
County, Georgia by Mrs. J. M. Spence, 1933 which begins, ''fhe 
Hawthorne' frail which leads from the North Carolina line to
Tallahassee, Florida, cones into Mitchell County at where River 
Bend Park is now located. It very closely follows the present paved 
Dixie Highway as far as Camilla ...".

If you wish to see these titles and they are not available in 
the library there in Moultrie, perhaps the regional library could 
borrow them for you on intralibrary loan.

Very truly yours,

Mrs. John G. Lewis
Reference £ Reader Services
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1 North Broad, P. O. Box 586, Cairo, GA 31728

Administrative Assistant

Job Description
Perform any combination of clerical duties requiring knowledge of general office procedures and 
use of computers and other office equipment.

Responsibilities
o Greet visitors
o Ensure donations, memberships, and sales are recorded and filed properly
o Maintain inventory of office equipment, furniture, misc. office supplies
o Record receipt of non-cash items and maintain inventory
o Answer telephone calls, direct calls and take messages
o Maintain records on incoming and outgoing correspondence
o Prepare, mail and file letters, documents and packages
o Collect information for Society events, programs and newsletters
o Assist in preparation and mailing of newsletters
o Update website
o Assist committees with scheduled meetings and events

Education
Associated degree or an equivalent combination of training and experience

Qualifications
o Ability to use QuickBooks; E-mail; Internet; MS Excel, Outlook, Word, and Publisher; Telephone
o Familiar with general bookkeeping tasks.
o Ability to lift and carry a minimum of 30 pounds
o Willingness to complete tasks and take on new responsibilities
o Show initiative
o Be reliable and thorough
o Able to interact pleasantly and courteously with both the public and fellow employees.

Salary/Wage Range
$8.00 to $12.00 per hour commensurate with experience

Number of hours
20 hours per week

c:\documerrts and settingsVebeccaVny documents\data b\gchs\admin\procedures\procedures - aa job description.doc



Hawkinsville, Georgia

Dear Sirs:

Down here in what is now Grady County we have the Southern end of the William 
Hawthorne Trail. The Daughters of the American Revolution Chapter at Camilla has 
a marble marker on this trail advising he blazed it in ,£818. It's generally recognized 
that the date of 1818 could be in error and it was a little later but he may have made 
his first trip at that time and came again when he settled a few miles South of Cairo.

A native of Cairo has done some research wopk on this fine man and he did at one 
time live in Pulaski County and was an official/of your County if the records the 
writer reads is correct. /

What I'm writing to you about 
Society if you have one or to some 
and the question is below.

and I wcuId thank you to pass it on to a Historical 
elderly person who would know what I asked about

is 
known as 
you have 
pioneers or 
very much
19th Century

JBR:reo 
Enc.

any road leading out from Hawkinsville, south or southwesterly, 
Hawthorne Trail? Or is there any road known as Hawthorne Trail?

Yours truly,

No road leading out of 
as Hawthorne. There is a 
Hawkinsville to Vienna Ga

that is
I know

very famous rqad and I have an idea that was the road traveled by 
Id settlers and that you know little about Haw^in&villle-'but we would like 
know if it is recognized there as a road or trail of the first half of the

for your convenience in replying.

, Pulaski County, is known 
Trail, the road leading from

.—-but no Hawthorne.

Appreciate your interest. C.T.Kimberly/
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STATE OF GEORGIA

HAROLD BANKE 
VICE PRESIDENT 

JONESBORO, GEORGIA

ELMO HOLT
SEC. AND TREAS.

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Dear Julian,
J. B. O’CONNOR 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRES. 

MC RAE, GEORGI A In response to your inquiry on the background 

of the ’’Hawthorne Trail”, hand you a copy from notes 

made by our original historian, Mrs. J. M. Spence, 

which was in our local library. Do not know how 

factual this is, but it was put together many, many

years ago.

sa^d y°u had some information about 
^^Mrs. W. f^Bostwick’s having lived in Eufaula and Columbia.

We recently attended the Eufaula Heritage, which is a home 

tour (annual) of many year’s vintage, and it is a fascinating 

experience with so many of the old homes restored. It would

be appreciated if you would send us copy of what you have

about this, as we plan to return next year to this occasion.

Our very best to all of your good family ’ 

Sincerely,

PS Another version of the HawtKor^Trail is found in the 

DAR records, also in our Library, and isenclosed.
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THE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF GEORGIA

VALDOSTA, GEORGIA

I have very little information at present on the Pelham and Havana
Railroad, especially the exact dates of its existence. T 
Lumber Company had originally built a network of tram road 
county to haul logs to their sawmill located at Gradyville. 
of these trams were widened and a full gauge railroad was b

Kelly-Clark 
over the
Later some
Lit from

Cairo to Havana, and shortly afterwards was^extended to Pelham.^ Sicle- 
tracks were located at Reno (which had its genesis with thecoming of 
the railroad), at the Maxwell Crossing, and at Calvary. I do not know 
the owners who incorporated this railroad. There were several log 
trains in operation but only one freight-passenger train. I am told 
that a Mr. Bailey was conductor of the freight-passenger train during
the en£Tre time- of its operation.

In as much as I am in the process of completing a Ph. D. dissertation 
I am having to hold my research in Grady County history in abeyance. I 
hope to be able to resume my work in this area in the very near future. 
My training in the sciences has taught me to be very cautious about dis­
tinguishing between authentic facts and fiction. I hope that you are 
likewise aware of the importance of accurate historical writing and will 
endeavor to include in your proposed Genesis of Cairo only authentic 
information which can be verified by documentation.

If I can aid you further, I will be glad to do so.

WRF/mn



From A HECTOR! CF L£y Krs/J. 11. Spence (1933)
This history has never been published, but a copy of* the manuscript is
on filed in the Camilla Public Library, and the Librarian gave us a *
copy of what Mrs. Spence wrote about THE HAWTHORNE TRAIL and legend of *

•
the Hawthorne Trail. Kuch of this is simply legend and not substantiated • . 
by the facts, but there are many authenticated facts stated therein.
For one thing, we know William Hawthorne (born 1762) who biased this trail 
was no^ a brother of Nathaniel Hawthorne (born 1804), the New England 
writer who was author of "The Scarlet Letter” and other classics, though 
they may have been distantly related. .

, Krs. Spence refers to "the graveyard of Sofega (Tired Creek) Church”. This 
~ • may have boon its name but residents of Grady County call it "Sofkee" and

there was once a post office there named "Sofkee".
1 yKe havo a photocopy of a land grant, dated 24 llay 1837. from the State of

3 Georgia to Williem Hawthorne, R.S. (Revolutionary Soldier) of Hawthorn’s 
a District, Decatur County. This was the William Hawthorne who blazed the

-Vs Hawthorne Trail. The grant was for 202i acres in the 3rd District and 5th 
- " Section of Carroll County, which he drew in tho 1824-1825 Land Lottery. • 
- * William Hawthorne sold this land without ever having lived upon it. The 
— a grant is recorded on microfilm in the Georgia Department of Archives and 
- History, Atlanta. We are giving this photocopy to the Cairo^Public Library.
7 - । Following is what Hrs. J. M. Sponce wrotei

’ PUBLIC ROADS
When Mitchell County was created In 1857 there were public roads, but 

as compared with tho roads of 1933 (when Mrs. Spence wrote this) they were 
only narrow trails. These three were known as the Florida Stage Road, the 
Hawthorne Trail, and the River Stage Road. As historian of Mitchell County 
my purpose fs to trace these roads only from the Northern to the Southern 
boundary of the County as they ran almost North and South.

THE HAWTHORNE TRAIL
The Hawthorne Trail which loads from the North Carolina line to Talla­

hassee, Florida, comes into Mitchell County at where River Bend Park is 
now located. It very closely follows the present paved Dixie Highway as 
far as Camilla, at which point the Daughters of the American Revolution 
chapter placed a handsome granite marker to designate the direct trail of 
where he blazed the way in 1818. Continuing from Camilla this trail leads . 
by the 0. P. Sapp home, the old homes of the Wests, Spences, Kemps, Coch­
rans. Wilsons, Smiths, and Hughes, on to Mount Olive Church and the homes 
of the Godwins, EcElvins and Butlers into Grady County, through Cairo to 
the old Hawthorne home place. It is a matter of history that five gener­
ations of Hawthornes have lived at this old home place, just off the Trail, 
hear Sofega Church (Tired Creek), since it was first settled more than one 
hundred years ago. From tho CAMILLA ENTERPRISE of February 19, 1929, we 
qiioto the followings "On February 9, 1929, william Hawthorne, Sr. (grand­
son of the William Hawthorne who blazed the Trail), his son, and a grand­
son, all of whom are now living at the old family homostead near Cairo, Ga., 
which was built and formerly occupied by Willian Hawthorne end his brothers, 
Elias and Timothy, in 1818. Those men visited Camilla to see the D.A.R.

a marker erected in memory of their ancestor. The elder Hawthorne said, ’We 
have come to see this stone which honors our brave scion. I recall the story 
that has been handed down from fathers to sons through cany years — that 
the first William Hawthorne went down into Florida with the thought of 
settling there, but did not find the ’Land of Flowers’ as attractive as had 
been pictured to hln, and so he returned to Southwest Georgia and built his/

/



home, in which we are now living. Few repairs to this place have been ‘ 
necessary, as the. house was strongly and well built over one hundred 

^years ago. Uy grandfather William and his brother Ellas were both Primitive 
^Baptist preachers, who preached somewhere evdry Sunday and worked diligently 

through the week days. Both are burled in the graveyard of Sofega (Tired 
Creek) Church, near the Hawthorne Trail and the old home. The other brother 
went to Texas and established a town, named Hawthorne for himself’ V.

Recently this historian, in company with oy daughter Emily Spence and 
Krs.W, C. Twitty of Pelham, made a pilgrimage to Sofega to visit the grave 
of William Hawthorne whom I hold in reverence for having made history 
through Ultchell County. We found this Inscription which narks the earthly 
resting place of that hero of earlier daysi "Elder William Hawthorne, Born 
1762, died Kay 1?, 184?, Ago 84 years". •

LEGEND OF THE HAWTHORNE TRAIL ....
In the early days of Georgia history, even before 

beginning to be made, there lived on the border between North 
Georgia a sturdy pioneer who had wandered away from his home and family in 
Salem, Massachusetts. History says that this pioneer 
the brother of Nathaniel Hawthorne Uhls is hardly trgj 
Pn^rnre writer of New England, William Hawthorne was his name, and in the 
early part of the 19th century about 1802, this William Hawthorne settled 
in tho mountain recesses of tab Blue Ridge that ^^ts Northern Cnorg 
As is known, tills was the primeval range of the c£®r°kee Indians, 
time Hawthorne became on friendly terms with the Chief of Dnan
One of the family of Hawthorne was a 'A;eetines* had learned to know and love one of the Cherokee sons. There s 

^^ittle In common betwaen Hawthorne and the Indians, so he
daughter receiving the attentions of the Chief’s son but, as is always the wu^wilS theydared to thwart the commands of parent Hawthorne and
planned to escape to the Land of Flowers, about which they w«re begnning 
to hear. On one stprmy night they slipped away, making sure their hiding £^rS thJfethw end her trotter. sot out in pursuit

him. murdered her and then himself. Locked in death 3 

daughter. .
After many months, so overcome with worry and grief, notllve^contentedly In the ■

B. ted bta^a in 1818 and uhlch tea ever since beenfamily, his slaves, hip 
same trally.' " 0 Ct-
known as "The Hawthorne Trail*
I On Christmas Eve, 1821, it was, this family reached the little Ss°slaves. 
they called Sofega {Tired Creek); ““ fanUy»
his cattle — all worn by the long tedious journey.



for in the house in which his
. t-J*38 by her Indian lover, and which to this good

A day is known as the "haunted house." After the Hawthornes moved
away no one would live in the house. Tradition says that a woman* a 
screams, slamming of doors, creaking of windows, can be heard from 
oars till dawn, and such a feeling of horror comes over all who go 
there, no one ever cares to revisit the "haunted house".

i And thus I have told you the story as it was told to me — the 
legend of ths Hgwthorne Trail."

This ends tho account in Ers. Spence*s History of Mitchell • 
County.

Notes Imonla Lake Is 25 miles or more south of Cairo and not in 
proximity to Sofkee (or Sofega)* The story of Hawthorne living In 
the "haunted house" where his daughter is supposed to have been 
murdered if pure myth, without fact or reason to support such a 
belief. The whole story of the Indian love affair may also be 
fictitious.

In a "Sketch of Decatur County, Georgia" by Chas. J• Eunnerlyn, dated 
Nov. 9, 1876, published Hay 30, l$40, in Bainbridge-Post Searchlight, It 
is stated1 "in 1824 Bainbridge was made the county site and preeinsts 
were established there and at Captain Hawthorne*s in the 19 th district"• 
Captain Jonathan Clebarn Hawthorne was a son of William Hawthorne who 
blazed the Hawthorne Trail. Under subject of "Early Settlements", C. J. 
Munnarlyn wrote* "Tirad Creek was first settled by Wm. Hawthorn and his 
son, Jonathan, the Emanuels, Abner Bishop. Jolin Jones. Wn, Clark, Jere Bell, 
and Wm. The Tired Creek district end settlement was then in
the southeastern part of Decatur County, bordering on tho Thaaas County 
line. It is now south of Cairo in Grady County.

The above Capt. Jonathan W Cleburn Hawthorne was in command of the 
Decatur County Guards (militia of Georgia), I836-I838, during the Indian 
Wars in southern Georgia and northern Florida. We secured photocopies of 
saven of his letters to Governor William Schley written in these three 
years, one of which contains a roster of the officers and non who composed 
the Decatur County Guards, the originals of which are in Georgia Depatment 
of Archives and History. In one of these letters (Sept. 15, 1836) Captain 
Jonathan C. Hawthorne said* "I live on the East side of Decatur end adjoin- 
ing the pine woods of Thomas County 2^ miles of this post office (Tired Creek). 
This Tired Creek post office was then located at the confluence of Tired 
Creek and Ochlochnee River (southeast of tho present Cairo) end it is not 
to be confused with the Tired Creek post office (in existence frea June 24, 
18% to January 5- 1867) that was located in the Samuel Braswell home 3b 
miles northwest of the present Cairo. We are giving the photocopies of 
those lettersuo the Cairo Public Library.
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INSCRIPTION ON HAWTHORNE TRAIL MARKER

HAWTHORNE TRAIL

BLAZED 1818
MARKED 1923 by

HAWTHORNE TRAIL CHAPTER

AND GEORGIA SOCIETY, D.A.R.



On obverse:

WILLIAM HAWTHORNE (1762-1846)

(inscription on original marker)

In Memory of Elder

Wm. Hawthorne

Died May 15, 1846

Age 84 Years

On reverse:

Elder William Hawthorne moved here (Early County, now Grady) from 
Roberson City, North Carolina, in 1818, after a brief stay in 
Pulaski County, Georgia. The route he blazed on his way here is 
now known as the "Hawthorne Trail". He was a soldier in the 
Revolutionary War and received land grants for his services. He 
helped in the formation of Decatur County and served as one of its 
Senators in 1827. He, along with Elder William McElvy, formed the 
Presbytery which constituted Tired Creek Primitive Baptist Church 
on Sept. 2, 1826. He served as the first pastor for twenty years 
until his death. This memorial erected by the members and friends 
of Tired Creek Church, May, 1957.

Foregoing was copied from marker at grave of 
William Hawthorne in cemetery of Tired Creek 
primitive Baptist Church. \
Uncontrovertable recorded facts reveal that Wm. Hawthorne 

did not move to naun tm Early (later Decatur and now Grady) County 
in 1818. And the so-called "brief stay in Pulaski County, Georgia" 
was a period of about six years, from 1815 through 1821.

He did blaze the Hawthorne Trail in 1818, but it was the 
last of 1821 or first of 1822 that he built his home and established 
his residence in what is now Grady County. He was here for a short 
time before Decatur was created in 1823, and he was state senator for 
Decatur County in 1827 and again in 1829. But in 1814 he was state 
senator for Twiggs County, Georgia; in 1817 he was in the House of 
Representatives for Pulaski County; and from 1819 through 1821( three 
terms) he was state senator for Pulaski County.
Tax digests for Pulaski County show his residence and land ownership 
there and the 1820 U.S. census shows him in Pulaski County.



(9



HAWTHORNE TRAIL

grave in front of Tired Creek Primitive Baptist 
Church in Southvest Grady County marks the final resting place of Elder 
William Hawthorne credited with establishing the romantic Hawthorne 
Trail in Grady County.

Eider Hawthorne and his family had moved to Pulaski County, Georgia, 
from Bladen County, North Carolina, in the early 1800’s. Many of the 
early pioneers of Southwest. Georgia had followed the route south from 
the South Carolina line near Augusta, Georgia, to the Macon area along 
old Indian trails.

Around 1824, Hawthorne and his family continued south by the Flint 
River branching off from what had been called the Federal Trail near 
Baconton in Mitchell County. From that point on his trail south would 
be christened the Hawthorne Trail in Elder Hawthorne’s honor. The route 
ran close to present day U.S.19 to Camilla and down GA 112 to Tired Creek 
Church (Methodist) north of Cairo. The trail then followed the western 
city limits of GA 111 and then southwest to Sofkee Creek. Eventually the 
Trail entered Gadsden County, Florida, and ended in Tallahassee.

The Hawthorne family settled along Sofkee Creek where Elder Hawthorne 
established the Tired Creek Primitive Baptist Church and served as its 
first minister. The church remains active today, 164 years after its 
founding.

William Hawthorne became a prominent citizen in old Decatur County 
and represented the county as a State Senator. His sons settled nearby 
and there are many Hawthornes residing in South Georgia today as a living 
testimony to the Hawthorne Trail. -

An early Georgia legend of why the Hawthornes treked south told of 
a Hawthorne daughter living in North Georgia who met the handsome son of 
a Cherokee Chief and ran away with him after Elder Hawthorne forbade their 
relationship. As the story goes, they tied to a spot south ot Cairo and 
when Hawthorne and his sons found them they were locked in "death’s embrace" 
fearing a forced separation. After returning north, Hawthorne was so 
overcome by grief that he returned down the trail he had blazed following 
his daughter with his family to settle near the scene of the tragedy.

Whatever the reason, the Hawthorne Trail still bisects the fertile 
farms, forests, and creeks of Mitchell and Grady Counties. It passes 
church sites and graveyards immersed in history and reveals the natural 
virtues of a land that has supported its hard working and respectful 
inhabitants.
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wrom trail
*

•M. w U ^r. 11 ob«« .M ihr»U la tradlUa..
t^ra U ~ Bo .ho, n b,
“•nt facts oenooming it are of reoMd bJT entire route. But ooms porti-
•Uries about it. It was perhaoTth^n^ recorded facts belie com of the 
°«My C«mty, first blaaed’LdEL—road !• 

route fw Berth c.—7“«wtnome vnen no was seeking a short 
broadened it serf F**” later ho wade a trip over the trail,

bu "*ar Another aeoowt in A JxnfflWlApublished in 1933, staST^ 
1818 ’ From the Worth Carolina lino to Talla-

1U through Mitchell County and into Grady

C®^* ■•rbvr designating the present Camilla as one point on Hawthorne Trail, 
tbor of those published aeoounts seem to bo entirely true, but only in part, 

it appears Quito certain that Hawthorne did not blase a virgin trail all the way 
frM Worth Carolina to Florida, and the trail did not run directly through what 
later became Cairo but skirted it on the west thereof.

Considerably more information about WiUlu Hawthorne [bon 1762 . died 18^] 
soldier in the Revolutionary War, ia gained from the inscription on the monument 

> his grave near Sofkee, southwest of Cairo at the location of Tl *ro at tha location of Tired Creek Primitive

friends of that Church. It records that he resided for a time in Pulaski County, 
Georgia, before establishing his final homa in what io now Grady County. Other 
records reveal that he owned 238? acres of land in Pulaski County, that bo settled 
there before 1818 and resided there at least as late so 1820. The 1818 Tax Digest 

oak and hickory land in District Bo. 7, and also one_ ._ _______ i Begro slave, on all of which 
ho paid 12.6b as taxes for that year. Furthermore, the 1820 ®.B. Census recorded 
him as head of a family then residing in Pulaski County.

From the inooription on the aomwact at his grave, from publie records 
and all other aeoounts, some recorded in newspapers, the following appears to bo 
the true story of tha Hawthorne Trail and the man for whom it was named. Sometime 
before 1818, •illlti Hawthorne and his brothers, Elisa and Timothy, migrated free 
Roberson City [or Robersonville], Berth Carolina, to Pulaski County, Georgia. 
There was no noooeaity for biasing a trail for thio journey because established

While a resident of Pulaski County, William Hawthorne headed an expedition 
into southwestern Georgia, and perhaps into Florida [then a Spanish colony which

was the loader. They traveled on horseback and 
avoiding crossing siaable stresme whan poesibls
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and traveled southwe txrdi - thrmux^. , rbiawi Cowity [not from Horth Car Worth and Dowherty. , ’^<2 oSTS no* J1* of Oooly, Crisp 
cast side of »lint River, to a point known as River Boi
mu»21 llm *»twn “o-xi-nr «n-l

-it- or pr»~nt

. T-T— —"P®1 ana they nanea the stream Tire- 
th* 'tr*“ h** of the travelers

The tmdltin/^ U 6 *U** *<«*thwoot ®f what !• «* Cairo
Rinsed on into Florida, aa far as Tallahassee.

thl" *h«t is now Oredy County because severe
of them later returned with their families and eettled in this section.

__ ____ ’ -- ---------- ------ ' ■ ■■■ ■ «w^e —iwu* • asm ma a o^uv

•***,• southwest of present Cairo. It was not built in a fortnight, or 
rapidly, because the materials wore net readily at hand and it was well constructed 

.after the 1820 federal 
Pulaski County*

ed is unknown but it vac probably in 1820 or 1821, noon 
nous when the family was enumerated aa realdents of

William Hawthorne was an active force in the creation and organisation 
of Booster County [in 1823] and in 1827 ho was a state senator for ths now county. 
Ho and his brother Ilias vara both Primitive Baptist preachers [or Ciders]. W>

bet it io recorded that T on to Texas and there eettled and
died. In 1826 Ciders William Hawthorne and Willies Mc*lvy formed the presbytery 
which constituted and organised Tired Creek [Sofkoo] Primitive Baptist Church,

Jonathan C, Hawthorne, son of William, was captain of his militia district 
in southeastern Beoatur County and was engaged in skirwiahodrvith the Creek Indians 
in this territory in I836. A grandson of Kldsr Hawthorne, also named William, 
visited tha Hawthorne Trail marker in Camilla in February 1929 and The Camilla 
Ante rp ri so of that date published an account of an interview with him concerning 
his grandfather and the ancestral hone near Cairo, in which ho then lived.

For seme 30 years Dr. 8. A. Roddenbery was family physician for the 

fixed" financially, the Hawthornes lived a staple life, almost primitively, and 
the hone was famished with the barest of nooeesitioe.
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HISTORY OF MITCHELL CSB®L_by Mrs.J. M. ^pence (1933)*
This history has never been published-but a copy of the manuscript is 
on filed in the Camilla Public Library, and the Librarian gave us a 
copy of what Mrs. Spence wrote about THE HAWTHORNE TRAIL and legend of 
the Hawthorns Trail. Much of this is simply legend and not substantiated 
by the facts, but there are many authenticated facts stated therein.
For one thing, we know William Hawthorne (born 1762) who blazed this trail 
was not; a brother of Nathaniel Hawthorne (born 1804), the New England 
writer who was author of ’’The Scarlet Letter" and other classics, though 
they may have been distantly ralatod.

; Mrs. Spence refers to "the graveyard of Sofega (Tired Creek) Church” • This 
may have been its name but residents of Grady County call it "Sofkee” and 
there was once a post office there named "Sofkee".
We have a photocopy of a land grant, dated 24 May 1837. from the State of 
Georgia to William Hawthorne. R.S. (Revolutionary Soldier) of Hawthorn’s 
District, Decatur County. This was the William Hawthorne who blazed the 
Hawthorne Trail. The grant was for 202^ acres in the 3rd District and 5th 
Section of Carroll County, which he drew in the 1824-1825 Land Lottery. 
William Hawthorne sold this land without ever having lived upon it. The 
grant is recorded on microfilm in the Georgia Department of Archives and 
History, Atlanta. We are giving this photocopy to the Cairo Public Library. 
Following is what Hrs. J. M. Spence wrote:

PUBLIC ROADS

When Mitchell County was created in 1857 there were public roads, but 
as compared with the roads of 1933 (when Mrs. Spence wrote this) they were 
only narrow trails. These three were known as the Florida Stage Road, the 
Hawthorne Trail, and the River Stage Road. As historian of Mitchell County 
my purpose~Is to trace these roads only from the Northern to the Southern 
boundary of the County as they ran almost North and South.

MB HAWTHOBUB -A ‘pAjS

The Hawthorne Trail which leads from the North Carolina line to Talla­
hassee, Florida, comes into Mitchell County at where River Bend Park is 
now located. It very closely follows the present paved Dixie Highway as 
far as Camilla, at which point ths Daughters of the American Revolution 
chapter placed a. handsoma granite marker to designate the direct trail of 
where he blazed the way in 1818. Continuing from Camilla this trail leads 
by the 0. P. Sapp homo, the old homes of the Wests, Spences, Kemps, Coch­
rans, Wilsons, Smiths, and Hughos, on to Mount Olive Church and the homes 
of the Godwins, McElvins and Butlers into Grady County, through Cairo to 
the old Hawthorne home place. It is a matter of history that five gener­
ations of Hawthornes have lived at this old home place, just off the Trail, 
near Sofega Church (Tired Creek), since it was first settled more than one 
hundred years ago. From the CAMILLA ENTERPRISE of February 19, 1929, we 
quote the following: "On February 9, 1929, William Hawthorns, Sr. (grand­
son of the William Hawthorne who blazed the Trail), his son, and a grand­
son, all of whom are now living at the old family homestead near Cairo, Ga., 
which was built and formerly occupied by William Hawthorne and his brothers, 
Elias and Timothy, in 1818. Those men visited Camilla to see the D.A.R. 
Barker erected in memory of their ancestor. The elder Hawthorne said, ’We 
have come to see this stone which honors our brave scion. I recall the story 
that has been handed down from fathers to sons through many years — that 
the first William Hawthorne went down into Florida with the thought of 
settling there, but did not find the ’Land of Flowers’ as attractive as had 
been pictured to him, and so he returned to Southwest Georgia and built his/ 



home, in which we are now living. Few repairs to this place have been 
necessary, as the house was strongly an! well built over one hundred 
years ago. Hy grandfather William and his brother Elias were both Primitive 
Baptist preachers, who preached somewhere every Sunday and worked diligently 
through the week days. Both are buried in the graveyard of Sofega (Tired 
Creek) Church, near the Hawthorne Trail and the old home. The other brother 
went to Texas and established a town, named Hawthorne for himself* ".

Recently this historian, in company with my daughter Emily Spence and 
Mrs. W. C. Twitty of Pelham, made a pilgrimage to Sofega to visit the grave 
of William Hawthorne whom I hold in reverence for having made history 
through Mitchell County. We found this inscription which narks the earthly 
resting place of that hero of earlier daysi "Elder V/lllian Hawthorne, Born 
1762, died May 15, 1845, Age 84 years".

LEGEND OF THE HAWTHORNE TRAIL

early part of the 19th centur
in the mountain recesses

Tn the early days of Georgia history, even before the records were 
beginning to be made, there lived on the border between North Carolina and 
Georgia a sturdy pioneer who had wandered away from his hone and family in 
Salem. Massachusetts. History says that this pioneer was nomother than 
the brother of Nathaniel Hawthorne Hhis is hardly tr^J the great 
Romance writer of New England. William Hawthorne was his name, and in the 
early part of the 19th century about 1802, this William Hawthorne settled 
in the mountain recesses of the Blue Ridge that skirts Northern Georgia. 
As is known, this was the primeval range of the Cherokee Indians, and in 
time Hawthorne became on friendly terms with the Chief of his neighbors. 
One of the family of Hawthorne was a beautiful daughter who, from occasional 
meetings, had learned to know and love one of the Cherokee sons. There was 
little'"in common between Hawthorne and the Indians, so he forbade his 
daughter receiving the attentions of the Chief’s son but, as is always the 
way with youth, they dared to thwart the commands of parent Hawthorne ana. 
planned to escape to the Land of Flowers, about wnich they were beginning 
to hear. On one st prey night they slipped away, making sure their hiding 
for several weeks. By and by the father and her brothers sot out in pursuit 
of the tyrant lovers, learning they had spent a night in Dahlonega. Georgia, 
thence on they followed them to Tallahassee, Florida. On reach_n& 
rida township, Mr. Hawthorne was told that his daughter and her Indan lover 
had retreated and were then in hiding at a certain house not far from «aat 
is now known as Imonia Lake pbalf waef between Cairo, Ga. and Tallahassee,Ma_^j • 
Infuriated at this information, the father and brothers retraced thexr steps, 
and sure enough found the daughter and her lover domiciled in the house. 
The Indian lover, determined that his sweetheart should not be vaksn from 
him, murdered her and then himself. Locked in death’s embrace they were 
found by father Hawthorne, who, broken hearted, returned to nis mountain 
home, following the trail he had blazed on his search for his now lamented 
daugnter.

After many months, so overcome with worry and grief, Hawthorns could not 
live contentedly in the mountains of the Blue Ridge. Together wxch his 
family, his slaves, his cattle, hejpeturned to Southwest Georgia by the

1 [he had blazed! in 1818 and which has ever since been
known as "!?he Hawthorne Trail." ,

On Christmas Eve, 1821, it was, this family reached the little river 
they called Sofega (Tired Creek); here they camped — his family, his slaves, 
his cattle — all worn by the long tedious journey.
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old Letter of Lic.ir»n D^ys.

XAKTo S. H. Truluck At home. 

Sunday June 12th, 1836 

Dear Sir -

An oxpresa arrived at Bainbridge yeasterday stating 

that there was a large body of Indiana on thia aide of Chatahoochee 

River on their way to Ploriday ft tnat a party of wnltea from 

Stewart ft Sumter Counties ( on their way to Join the army) which 

fell in with the Indians ft was drawn into an ambuscade by only a 

few Indiana showing themselves, 27 whites were killed, taere ia to 

bo a meeting in Bainbridge to day for the purpose of concerting 

some plan of aafty, Capt. Leeter went on yesterday evening as an 

express to Tomasville ft to try to get Volenteers.

Yours etc,,

Sfa, Powell 
The otiginal of thio letter is owned by the Trulock family 

in fhigham, Oa.



Dear

Tired Creek Decatur County 3

Deer 12th 1826.

„ *>>0 latP ravages, and murders committed, bv tIn .consequence of tne late ravages, mv.

Indians; on our neighbors
inhabitants of this creek, and its zim

vic ini tv i a' , have collected and concluded to 

fortification for their present relief, .e

men and shall be able to make a tolerable

erect a temnorarv fcxxiiiix? 

can raise thirty fighting 

stand against a small partv c

Indians.But

And our men
jiscinline.

our property will be exposed to the ravages of Indians. 

,-e unor^nlsei; U.bout o^lcers and of course without

our situation

ye immediate relief f” m your hands,

...411 ho p'zncced to the savage•vill be desoerate our lire will oe

torture o^ the Indians

George M. Troup Gov.

of the State of Ga.

On Inside
Letter
William Williams
Abner Bishoo 
John Pollock

1826

Communicated 
to the Legislature 
19 December 1826

Indian Depredations

--nd our nrooertv either burnt or destroyed.

William 'Williams

Abner

John Pollock

Original letter on file

’ On Reverse

t Hard*or4 G*

I Deer 17 ) 1
1 

!
, George M. Trouo
j Milledgeville
!
T 
t

in Georzia Denartnent of Archives
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HAWTHORNE TRAIL
A 150 year old grave in front of Tired Creek Primitive Baptist 

Church in Southwest Grady County marks the final resting place of Elder 
William Hawthorne credited with establishing the romantic Hawthorne 
Trail in Grady County.

Elder Hawthorne and his family had moved to Pulaski County, Georgia, 
from Bladen County, North Carolina, in the early 1800's. Many of the 
early pioneers of Southwest Georgia had followed the route south from 
the South Carolina line near Augusta, Georgia, to the Macon area along 
old Indian trails.

Around 1824, Hawthorne and his family continued south by the Flint 
River branching off from what had been called the Federal Trail near 
Baconton in Mitchell County. From that point on his trail south would 
be christened the Hawthorne Trail in Elder Hawthorne's honor. The route 
ran close to present day U.S.19 to Camilla and down GA 112 to Tired Creek 
Church (Methodist) north of Cairo. The trail then followed the western 
city limits of GA 111 and then southwest to Sofkee Creek. Eventually the 
Trail entered Gadsden County, Florida, and ended in Tallahassee.

The Hawthorne family settled along Sofkee Creek where Elder Hawthorne 
established the Tired Creek Primitive Baptist Church and served as its 
first minister. The church remains active today, 164 years after its 
founding.

William Hawthorne became a prominent citizen in old Decatur County 
and represented the county as a State Senator. His sons settled nearby 
and there are many Hawthornes residing in South Georgia today as a living 
testimony to the Hawthorne Trail."

An early Georgia legend of why the Hawthornes treked south told of 
a Hawthorne daughter living in North Georgia who met the handsome son of 
a Cherokee Chief and ran away with him after Elder Hawthorne forbade their 
relationship. As the story goes, they tied to a spot south ot Cairo and 
when Hawthorne and his sons found them they were locked in "death's embrace" 
fearing a forced separation. After returning north, Hawthorne was so 
overcome by grief that he returned down the trail he had blazed following 
his daughter with his family to settle near the scene of the tragedy.

Whatever the reason, the Hawthorne Trail still bisects the fertile 
farms, forests, and creeks of Mitchell and Grady Counties. It passes 
church sites and graveyards immersed in history and reveals the natural 
virtues of a land that has supported its hard working and respectful 
inhabitants.



WILLIAM HAWTHORNE (1762-1846)

On obverse: (inscription on original marker)

In Memory of Elder 

Wm. Hawthorne 

Died May 15, 1846 

Age 84 Years

On reverse:

Elder William Hawthorne moved here (Early County, now Grady) from 
Roberson City, North Carolina, in 1818, after a brief stay in 
1 ulaski County, Georgia. The route he blazed on his way here is 
now known as the "Hawthorne Trail". He was a soldier in the 
Revolutionary War and received land grants for his services. He 
helped in the formation of Decatur County and served as one of its 
Senators in 1827. He, along with Elder William McElvy, formed the 
Presbytery which constituted Tired Creek Primitive Baptist Church 
on Sept. 2, 1826. He served as the first pastor for twenty years 
until his death. This memorial erected by the members and friends 
of Tired Creek Church, May, 1957.

Foregoing was copied from marker at grave of
William Hawthorne in cemetery of Tired Creek X
Primitive Baptist Church. X
Uncontrovertable recorded facts reveal that Wm. Hawthorne 

did not move to Early (later Decatur and now Grady) County
in 1818. And the so-called "brief stay in Pulaski County, Georgia" 
was a period of about six years, from 1815 through 1821.

He did blaze the Hawthorne Trail in 1818, but it was the 
last of 1821 or first of 1822 that he built his home and established 
his residence in what is now Grady County. He was here for a short 
time before Decatur was created in 1823, and he was state senator for 
Decatur County in 1827 and again in 1829. But in 1814 he was state 
senator for Twiggs County, Georgia; in 1817 he was in the House of 
Representatives for Pulaski County; and from 1819 through 1821( three 
terms) he was state senator for Pulaski County.
Tax digests for Pulaski County show his residence and land ownership 
there and the 1820 U.S. census shows him in Pulaski County.

' -------- • » \ •
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NAME Fenn, Travis
YEAR 1810
FILE# 1
PAGES

DOCUMENT 
CONTENTS

2
Administrator bond of $3,000.00 issued to Mary Fenn and William Hawthorne as 
administrators of the Travis Fenn estate. Signatures of Mary Fenn, William 
Hawthorne, A. Wood, William Johnson and Amos Love.

NAME Fenn, Travis
YEAR

• FILE#
1812
4

PAGES 2
DOCUMENT
CONTENTS

Statement by administrators of the Fenn estate as to the amount of the June 20, 
1812 sale of Fenn property. Tiotal of $201.31 and 3/4 cents. Signatures of William 
Hawthorne and Joseph Chaires.

NAME Fenn, Travis
YEAR 1811
FILE# 6
PAGES 2

DOCUMENT 
CONTENTS

Statement by administrator William Hawthorne as to amount of sales ( $607.37 ) of 
Fenn Property. Paper is captioned Twiggs County. William Hawthorne signature.

NAME Fenn, Travis
YEAR 1811
FILE# 7
PAGES 2

DOCUMENT
CONTENTS

Statement by administrator William Hawthorne as to amount of itemized notes 
belonging to Fenn. Total $607.37 . Notes show amount owed and by whom. 
William Hawthorne signature.

NAME Fenn, Travis
YEAR 1809
FILE# 22
PAGES 2

DOCUMENT
CONTENTS

Travis Fenn $34.67 promissory note given to Alexander Carter. Note taken up by 
William Hawthorne. Signatures of Travis Fenn and William Hawthorne.



NAME

YEAR

FILE#

PAGES

DOCUMENT 
CONTENTS

Fenn, Travis
1812
29
1 I

James Smith as deputy sheriff $41.00 receipt to George Dykes for two executions in 
favor of Benjamin Chaires against William Hawthorne and Joseph Chaires. James 
Smith signature.

NAME

YEAR

FILE#

PAGES

DOCUMENT 
CONTENTS

Fenn, Travis
1810
37
1
Joshua Wood affidavit before William Hawthorne in Twiggs County, attesting that 
Travis Fenn owed him $10.00 on a settlement. Signatures of Joshua Wood and 
Justice of Peace William Hawthorne.

NAME

YEAR

FILE#

PAGES

DOCUMENT 
CONTENTS

Fenn, Travis
1817
52
2
Attorney Samuel Rockwell $50.00 receipt to William Hawthorne of the Fenn estate 
for his services in the case William Oneal versus Joseph Chairs. Money paid in 
Milledgeville in 1817. Signature of Samuel Rockwell.

NAME

YEAR

FILE#

PAGES

DOCUMENT 
CONTENTS

Fenn, Travis
1813
55
2
William Hawthorne accounting for the hire of Negroes,then the sale of Negroes, and 
rental of the plantation. Total income $1365.87 and 1/2 cent. Said Mrs Fenn kept 
possession of the plantation until Jan. 1, 1811 Negroes were Mingo & Betty.
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Fenn, Travis 
1814 
56
2
William Hawthorne accounting of the Fenn estate. Return shows itemized expenses 
of $259.93. Signatures of Justices of Inferior Court William Oneal, John Love, and 
Noah Stringer.
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Manning, Willoby
1817
8
2
Frances Manning, widow, $56.00 bill to the estate for her boarding William Tydel, 
Rowell Reese, & Robert Pannel while they worked on the plantation in 1817.
Signatures in Pulaski County by Frances Manning and William Hawthorne.



IN RE: WILLIAM HAWTHORNE

This man was first pioneer, from all that we know, that migrated 
southward within what is the United States to select tfi^1ocation, fell 
the trees, build a log home, clear the land of stumps by burning and 
digging, and then breaking land, likely with oxen and planting crops. 
And too, probably be good neighbor to the Indians that were the other 
inhabitants in the early 1800's.

What is being written here is to put in writing that some part 
of it may not be known by others and will give an appointed Editor an 
idea of how important William Hawthorne was to his community in what is 
now South Grady County.

William Hawthorne also, besides being a pioneer, was a minister 
of the Gospel, and an Elder in the Primitive Baptist Church of the time. 
His first church was necessarily built of logs and presumably on where 
the church of the present day is, and that log house was followed by a 
sawn lumber and painted building on what was likely an Indian Trail before 
it became a road, and this was within a few years after he selected his 
first home on the top of the hill after crossing, going south, the Big 
Tired Creek, but then only a creek.for it was not named until the word 
passed down that William that day the land and the luxurious
pine trees, and said "Here we will settle, for I am tired," and that's 
how that creek came to be known as Tired Creek, according to what is 
passed down through some sources.

William Hawthorne, on his southward trek, had trailed his way 
about two miles west of Where the Cairo, Ga. courthouse is, and less than 
where the present western boundary of Cairo is, of course, likely less 
than a mile from that point.

The farming land around where he built his first house, and no 
doubt then a second one to follow, was three or four miles north of what 
in 1980 is the thriving rural town of Calvary, not now having a railroad 
for the one going through Calvary was discontinued. But it does now have 
a postoffice and likely is where William Hawthorne would get his mail 
should he now be living at his same farm.

This community of Calvary, with prosperous farmers all about in 
every direction, was known even in the lifetime of many people and even now 
to some extent, was called the "North Carolina Settlement" from whence 
Hawthorne and many other families did leave in search of a new land to 
develop and live in.

As usual or most often, a cemetery was started in the very yard 
of that first church which was named "Tired Creek Primitive Baptist Church" 
and still bears that name. And many are the prominent pioneers of the 
middle and late 1800's living nearby who are buried in that cemetery and on 
the tombstones are preserved their names and years of life.



#2 Re: WILLIAM HAWTHORNE

And this area was, by considerable number of years, the first to 
be fully developed as a farming area with diversified farming in what is 
now Grady County.

Following the usual steps of the church built of logs, followed 
by sawed lumber when sawmills were’in the area, and the third step was 
the handsome brick building that is now the home of the Tired Creek 
Primitive Baptist Church whose first minister was William Hawthorne in the 
early years of the 1800's and the exact date no doubt is available.

And now it is more than 150 years since William Hawthorne did 
pitch the camp for himselfcand hisjfollowers at the top of the hill going 
southward and after crossing'^^Tired Creek, and it is now 83-84 years 
since Grady County was established by vote of Georgia's Legislature on 
August 17, 1905, and not to leave out the village-town of Cairo when its 
population was less than 200 when it became an incorporated town in 1870, 
that being 118 years ago.

The Daughters of the American Revolution of Camilla, Ga., 25 miles 
directly north of Cairo, erected a monument years ago in the center of 
the town, that William Hawthorne passed that way in 1818, and that would be 
170 years ago. However, that year could be two years later in 1820 when 
he came and settled.

It is interesting to note that on his passing through Camilla and 
very close to Cairo, Georgia's western city boundary n©jw in 1818 was only 
about ten years after the United States General Andrew Jackson (later to 
become U. S. President) with many Indian Chiefs attending, arrived at a 
treaty with Jackson, and for the United States of America in 1809, and 
ceded by this treaty to the white man an area of Southern Georgia on which 
now is divided in to 34 Georgia counties counting these counties where the 
treaty line would split a modern county or county in existence in 1888. It 
was the practice or custom in the early years of United States of America, 
that Indian Chiefs would cede by treaty instead of a land deed which is now 
the custom. And the remuneration of the land of this treaty coming into the 
United States was not great remuneration. And now of course that land would 
be wotthfel1 ions of dollars.

Those who are inclinded to be informed on history and almost worship 
the years of long ago and the marvelous job that the American pioneers did 
in developing in such a small number of years what is now Southwest Georgia.

It is also interesting to note that the 1818 year of arrival of 
first White Man who came to fell the trees and build a home and traveled by 
covered wagons, no^d^ubt, fifty years before the Atlantic & Gulf Railway 
reached the capitalTof Grady County which is none other than the village, the 
town, the little city now grown to be. So it is step by step that development 
of new lands are made. And first, it was if not by covered wagons to brino 
his troop of North Carolineans and then fifty years later the railroad speeded 
up development and now the mode of travel if on the land is on asphalt and



#3 Re: William Hawthorne 

concrete for the automobile to travel in an hour where it might have taken 
the pioneer the better part of a month to reach his destination.

Descendants of William Hawthorne and his faithful wife, through 
all the hardships and dangers, can be numbered no doubt into some hundreds. 
William had a brother who was also a preacher, and lived and settled in 
other parts of theyU counties mentioned, but Grady County has quite a 
number of good sol idTciuf^ns, and along with prominent Hawthornes in 
Albany, and all of whom can be proud that desti iyjdid 1 ead William Hawthorne 
to close to the center of Grady County in his tre^to^^lJeaHthe land and 
pitch the crops, as'well as preach over a wide are# in churches of his 
denomi nation.



7-M Joshua Thomas 1813

8-M A. Jackson 1814

Martha Kelly 
Jun. 4. 1834 
Decatur Co.. Ga. 
M. Jones 
Nov. 4. 1837 
Decatur Co.. Ga.

Pulaski Co.. Ga. 1820: 5 sons and no daughters at home in hh of Elder Wm. 
Hawthorn. Both William and Mileachy were in Robeson Co. in 1790. Nancy 
Hawthorn, who married Philemon Bryan in Bladen Co.. N.C. and moved to Fla. may 
be a niece of Elder William Hawthorn. The ages of Elder Wm. Hawthorn and 
Mileachy are not consistent over the years except that she is always shown as being 
born a decade later than he.

William Bryant HAW'THORN. D2.2
Birth-1809, N.C.: Marriage, Jan. 26. 1831. Decatur Co.. Ga.: Death-Apr. 21, 1887;
Father-Elder William HAWTHORN. Sr.; Mother Mileachy CUBURN; Wife- 
Elizabeth JONES; Birth-1818 Ga.; Death-Decatur Co., Ga.

Census Decatur Co., Ga.. 1840-1859-1860; Grady Co., Ga. Tombstone Index;
Decautur Co., Ga. Marriages.

Issue Birth Marriage Death
1-M John
2-F Mary
3-F Melissa
4-M William Bryant. Jr.

1838. Decatur Co.. Ga.
1840
1842 
July 14. 1843 Louisa E. Sept. 4. 1907

5-F Elizabeth 1846 James A. Connell?
Grady Co.. Ga.

6-F MiUy 
7-M William?
8-F Patsy
9-F Nancy 

10-M Elias O.

1848
1849
C. 1852
C. 1854
July 9. 1857

1866. Decatur Co.. Ga.

Frances Hughes

11-F Martha 1860
Jan. 26. 1879

Jonathan Cliburn HAWTHORN, D2.3, Capt. Decatur Co. Militia; Rep. from 
Dppp fa jr Co
Birth-c. 1800-1810, N.C.; Marriage-Ga. (?); Death-1848, Decatur Co.. Ga. (Tired 
Creek); Father-Elder William HAWTHORN. Sr.; Mother-Mileachy CLIBURN; 
Wife-Nancy; Birth-1808, Ga.
Issue Birth Marriage Death

1-M Jabez
2-M Benjamin. W. J.

1831
1832 Dec. 17. 1861. d. CSA

3-F Martha
4-M Francis Putnam

1833
1835 Mary Jane Miller. Gl.l June 30. 1864

5-F Angeline (Patsy A.) 1844

Jan. 4. 1855 
Thomas Co.. Ga. 
George N. Ray?

d. CSA Greensboro. Ga.

6-M Jonathan 1845
1866, Decatur Co.. Ga.

Decatur Co., Ga. Census Records 1830-1870; Deeds, Decatur Co., Ga. Bainbridge. 
Ga.

Joshua Thomas HAWTHORN, D2.4
Birth-1813, N.C.; Marriage-June 4, 1834, Decatur Co., Ga.; Death-after 1850, prior 
I860?, Jasper Co., Tx.?: Father-Elder William HAWTHORN; Mother-Mileachy 
CLIBURN; Wife-Martha KELLY; Birth-1818; Death-Texas.
Isaue

1-F Elvira
2-M William 
3-F M alec ha
4-F Elizabeth

Birth Marriage Death
1838. Decatur Co., Ga.
1840, Decatur Co.. Ga.
1842, Decatur Co.. Ga.
1843. Decatur Co., Ga. James A. Connell?

1866, Decatur Co.. Ga.

174



April 21, 1965

Dear Julien: Hawthorne angle in Grady County, 
as Grady County now is.

Reference your letter of April 17 on above subject.

I have now learned that the original Hawthorne Trail crosses the R.R. 
farther west from the present depot than I once thought—somewhere a mile and 
a half or 2 miles. I have also come to know that the road from Camilla, from 
a point near Sunnyside Church ran S.E. and crossed the old stage road at "Cross 
Roads", where Dr. Roddenbery built his log house, and extended southeast through 
what is now Cairo, and then extended to Walden Bridge, or near there, on the 
Ochlochnee River, crossed the river and extended through Duncanville District to 
Tallahassee and beyond. However, after passing the point near Sunnyside Church, 
this road did not follow the original Hawthorne Trail. The original trail extended 
almost due south to Tired Creek, near the place at which Hawthorne built his home.

So the selection of the site (now Cairo) for the R.R. Station No. 21 had 
nothing to do with the original Hawthorne Trail, but was selected because it was 
the crossing of the Camilla to Tallahassee road.

So, it appears that it was with considerable foresight that Dr. Roddenbery 
built his first home, in 1861, at the "Cross Roads". At that exact time the A. & G, 
R.R. had reached Thomasville (furnishing rail transportation all the way to Savannah) 
and it was known that the railroad would be eventually extended to Bainbridge, but 
it was not known exactly how near or how far from the "Cross Roads" the line would 
run. If Dr. Roddenbery had not established his home at the "Cross Roads", the 
history of Cairo and Grady County would be far different from what it is today. I 
will not go so far as to state^n my book, but in my opinion "Cross Roads" and 
that immediate community was really the beginning of the Cairo of today.

William Hawthorne (born 1762, died 1846). Don’t bother John Walker, 
or the person he mentioned in Albany, about when Hawthorne came to southwest Georgia 
(now Grady County). He did NOT come to this section in 1801. Early County was not 
created until Dec. 15, 1818, and this entire section belonged to Indians until it 
was ceded by the treaty of Aug. 9, 1814 with the Creek Indians. No white people 
(none whatever) lived in this area earlier than 1815, and probably none at that time.

All recorded facts indicate that Hawthorne blazed his Trail in 1818 from 
Pulaski County (Hawkinsville is county seat) at least as far as Tired Creek in 
what is now Grady County. But he did not establish residence here before the last 
of 1821 or the first of 1822.

i I think I have all needed information about time of blazing Hawthorne Trail
sU and time that Wm. Hawthorne settled in now Grady County. But I would very much 

like to know the names of all sons of Wm. Hawthorne who settled in Decatur (now 
Grady) county, and I hope you can get their names for me. It may be possible that 
one of his grand children still lives in Grady County and can give this information 
If not a grandchild, then a great grandchild. And some of his sons are probably
buried in the same Primitive 
Hawthorne_^oi|bptones there. 
Militia^in the 1830s who was 
Governor of Ga. at that time 
death dates, I would like to

Baptist Church cemetery, and there must be some other 
One son was Johnathan C. Hawthorne, Captain of that 
engaged in Indian skirmishes and whose letters to the 
are on file. If his tombstone gives his birth and 
have that information. Wm, Hawthorne is said to have

y had two brothers who also came to this area, but one of them moved on to Texai



April 17, 1965

MEMO TO RSR, Jr.:

Further about a Hawthorne angle in Grady County, as Grady County now is.

Do you want me to follow up on what John Walker told me, namely, that he 
believed the Hawthornes came down this way as early as 1801? He told me there 
is somebody in Albany who has all this information. We wouldn’t like to put in 
your Cairo nr Grady County book that he came here in 1818 or 1819, and they had 
records to show it eeally was earlier. Maybe he came part of the way, etc.

If you will list out the questions you would like to have I will find out 
from them.

The Hawthorne descendants are very proud of thhir ancestor, and they
rightly should be.

You have so many details of this kind of thing, so 
is in Albany and then write the qhestions you would like

I will find out who it 
to know about it.

Looking at this map you will see the Hawthorne Trail 
down by Sunnyside Church and striking the railroad and then 
into Cairo. I don't know how far that is out there, but it 
and not near the City limits. In fact, I think they call tl 
now because Fred was interested in getting the Clay Product; 
plant at that location. That that's where, of course, 'the'-

as it shows coming 
turns direct east
’s much over a mile 
hat Roddenbery Crossing 
s)people to put in a 
road turned southeastward

and got onto the road 
79 or 82 lot numbers, 
top of the hill.

that is now the Cairo-Calvary Road somewhere in the
and then from there went across Big Tired Creek and

41, 
up on

Of course lot 
from now

number, etc ., means 
but it may be worth

JBR

ooknothing to people neadin 
something



A HAWTHORHE TRAIL " "■
* _ .................... . , . -■ I .

Much of tho history of Hawthorne Trail is obscure and shrouded in tradition, 
som of it pure fiction* and scm accounts inaccurate. ■© naps show it by nano and 
there is no accurate delineation or description of its entire route. But some perti­
nent facts concerning it are of record, and other recorded facts belie some of the 
stories about it. It was perhaps the first north and south road through what is now 
Grady County, first biased and traversed by Wmiam Hawthorne in 1818 when this terri­
tory was part of the original Harty County, and incorporated into Decatur County 
in 1823. f

One published account [p. 395, ggfittU, A Guide to its Towns and Cnuntrvuidal 
printed in 19^0 under a program of the Works Projects Administration* stated' "The 
Hawthorne Trail was biased in 1818 by Killian Hawthorne when he was seeking a short 
route from Morth Carolins to Florida. Two years later he made a trip over the trail* 
broadened it, and settled with his family near Cairo*. Another account in A Svnonais 
fit Ida fiiliOXX fit Mitchell Cfijjntl by Mrs. J. M. Spence* published in 1933* states 
that the trail was biased in 1818* extended from the Morth Carolina lino to Talla­
hassee* Florida* and describes its route through Mitchell County and into Grady 
County* and further states that the trail went "through Cairo to the old Hawthorns 
tefig SlSAS** ^t appears that the trail did extend through what later became the 
town of Camilla* and in 1929 the Daughters of the American Revolution erected a 
Cnite marker designating the present Camilla as one point on Hawthorne Trail, 

thor of these published accounts seem to be entirely true* but only in part.
It appears quite certain that Hawthorne did not blase a virgin trail all the way 
from Morth Carolina to Florida, and the trail did not run directly through what 
later became Cairo but skirted it on the west thereof.

Considerably more information about William Hawthorne [bom 1762 - died 18b6], 
a soldier in the Revolutionary Kar* io gained from the inscription on the monument 
at his grave near Sofkeo, southwest of Cairo at the location of Tired Creek Primitive 
Baptist church and cesMtery* which monument was erected in May 1957 by members and 
friends of that Church. It records that he resided for a time in Pulaski County* 
Georgia* before establishing his final horns in what io now Grady County. Other 
records reveal that bo owned 2383 acres of land in Pulaski County* that ho settled 
there before 1818 and resided there at least as late so 1820. The 1818 Tax Digest 
for Pulaski County shows he then owned 1923 acres of pine land and b60 acres of 
oak and hickory land in District M©. 7, and also one Regro slave, on all of which 
ho paid 82.6b as taxes for that year. Furthermore* the 1820 U.S. Census recorded 
him as head of a family then residing in Pulaski County.

From the inscription on the monument at his grave, from public records 
and all other accounts, sone recorded in newspapers, the following appears to bo 
the true story of the Hawthorne Trail and the man for whom it was named. Sometime 
before 1818, William Hawthorne and hie brothers, Elias and Timothy, migrated from 
Roberson City [or Robersonville], Morth Carolina* to Pulaski County* Georgia. 
There was no necessity for biasing a trail for this journey because established 
roads wore already in existence.

While a resident of Pulaski County* William Hawthorne headed an expedition 
into southwestern Georgia* and perhaps into Florida [then a Spanish colony which 
was ceded to the United States in 1821 and became a State in 1845]. They wore 
seeking now lands and new homes and they biased their trail as they went. The 
else and composition of tho party is not recorded but it appears that Hawthorne 
was the loader. They traveled on horseback and camped along tho trail, always 
avoiding crossing sisable streams when possible.
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Sometime in 1818 they started from Pulaski CounVy (not from Morth Carolina] 
and traveled southwostardly through what are now the counties of Dooly, Crisp, 
Worth and Dougherty, always east of Flint River, to a point known as River Bond on 
oast side of “lint River about the present boundry lino between Dougherty and 
Mitchell oounties, thence southward to the site of present Camilla, thenco soutf^— 
westardly to and across what became the Thomasville and Bainbridge stage road (now 
0.3. highway Bo. 84] at a point about miles northwest of what is now Cairo, 
and from thence still southwestward until they reached a sisable crook. Being 
exhausted from travel, they made camp at this spot and they named the stream Tired 
Creek. So it was not sluggishness of the stress but tiredness of the travelers 
that gave it the nams. That point is seme 6 silos southwest of what is now Cairo. 
The tradition is that ths party continued on into Florida, as far as Tallahassee. 
Certainly they explored this territory in what is now Orady County because several 
of then later returned with their families and settled in this section.

I •

William Hawthorne built his hone near Sofkoe nur Tired Crook at a spot 
about 4 siles southwest of present Cairo. It was not built in a fortnight, or 
rapidly, because the materials wore not readily at band and it was well constructed 
of hewn lumber, and oosmodious, and served as his residence and that of four 
succeeding generations for more than a century and a quarter. The exact date 
the home was first occupied is unknown but it was probably in 1820 or 1821, soon 

, after the 1820 Federal Census when the family was snuneratod as residents of 
Pulaski County.

William Hawthorne was an active force in the creation and organisation 
of Decatur County (in 1823] and in 1827 he was a state senator for the now county. 
Ho and his brother Elias were both Primitive Baptist preachers Cor Elders]. Wo 
have made no investigation concerning the lives of the brothers Elias and Timothy 
but it is recorded that Timothy Hawthorne moved on to Toxas and there settled and 
died. In 1826 Elders William Hawthorne and William McElvy formed the presbytery 
which constituted and organised Tired Crook [Sofkoo] Primitive Baptist Church, 
and Elder Hawthorne served so its pastor for 20 years.

Jonathan C. Hawthorne, son of William, was captain of his militia district 
in southMstern Dscatur County and was engaged in skirmishodrwlth the Crook Indians 
in this territory in I836. A grandson of Elder Hawthorne, also named William, 
visited the Hawthorne Trail marker in Camilla in February 1929 and The Camilla 
Enterprise of that date published an account of an Interview with him oonooming 
his grandfather and the ancestral home near Cairo, in which he then lived.

For seme 30 years Dr. 9. A. Roddenbery was family physician for the 
Hawthornes and visited in the old home many times, and the Doctor’s son Robert 
also visited in the homo when ho was a teen-age boy. Though reputed to bo "well 
fixed* finanetally, the Hawthornes lived a simple life, almost primitively, and 
the home was furnished with the barest of nocessltiM.



INSCRIPTION ON HAWTHORNE TRAIL MARKER



Fr0“ * HISTORT OF MITCHELL counrr fry Krs/j, it. Spence (1933).
Thl® history has novar ba an published but a copy ortho manuscript Is 
on filed in the Canilia Public Library, and the Librarian gave us a 
copy of what Mrs. Spence wrote about THE HAWTHORNS TRAIL and legend of • A Ruch of thls 13 ^P1* leeend and not substantiated -by the facts, but there are many authenticated facts stated tharoin.
For one thing, we know William Hawthorne (born 1762) who biased this trail 
was noj a brother of Nathaniel Hawthorne (born 1804), the New England 
writer who was author of "The Scarlet Letter" and othor classics, though 
they may have been distantly related.

- C Spence refers to "the graveyard of Sofegu (Tired Creek) Church". This 
% may have boon its name but residents of Grady County call It "Sofkee" and 

there was once a post office there named "Sofkee".
have a photocopy of a land grant, da tod 24 liny 1837, from tha State of 

- < Georgia to William Hawthorno. R.S. (Revolutionary Soldier) of Hawthorn’s 
.a District, Decatur County. This was the William Hawthorne who biased the 

ga^horna Trail. The grant was for 202| acres in tha 3>d District and 5th 
' Section of Carroll County, which he drew in the 1824-1825 Land Lottery. • 

william Hawthorne sold this land without ever having lived upon it. Tha 
A grant is recorded on microfilm in the Georgia Department of Archives and 

“VS History, Atlanta. We are giving this photocopy to the Cairo Public Library. 
’ Following is what Mrs. J. M. Sponce wrote 1 “ ‘

PUBLIC ROADS
When Mitchell County was created in 1857 there were public roads, but 

as compered with the roads of 1933 (when Urs, Spence wrote this) they were 
only narrow trails. These throe woro known as the Florida Stage Road, the 
Hawthorne Trqtl, and the River Stage Road. As historian of Mitchell County 
my purpose is to trace -----—*------ * -• - --
boundary of the County

those roads only from the Northern to the Southern'
as they ran almost North and South.

THE HAWTHORNE TRAIL
The Hawthorne Trail which loads from tha North Carolina line to Talla­

hassee, Florida, comes into Mitchell County at where River Bend Park is 
now located. It very closely follows the present paved Dixie Highway as 
far as Camilla, at which point the Daughters of the American Revolution 
chapter placed a handsome granite marker to designate the direct trail of 
where be blazed the way in 1818. Continuing from Camilla this trail loads 
by the 0. P. Sapp homo, the old homes of the Wests, Spences, Kemps, Coch­
rans. Wilsons, Smiths, and Hughes, on to Mount Olive Church end the homes 
of the Godwins, KcElvins and Butlers into Grady County, through Cairo to 
the old Hawthorne home place. It Is a matter of history that five gener­
ations of Hawthornes have lived at this old homa place, Just off the Trail, 
near Sofega Church (Tired Creek), since it was first settled more thin one 
hundred years ago. From tha CAMILLA ENTERPRISE of February 19, 1929, we 
quote the foil owing 1 "On February 9, 1929, william Hawthorne, Sr. (grand­
son of the William Hawthorne who blazed tne Trail), his son, and a grand­
son, all of whom are now living at the old family homestead near Cairo, Ga., 
which was built and formerly occupied by William Hawthorne end his brothers, 
Elias and Timothy, in 1818. Those men visited Camilla to see the D.A.R. 
marker erected in monory of their ancestor. The eldor Rawthomo said, ’We

-v have cocoa to see this stone which honors our brave scion. I recall the story 
that has been handod down from fathers to sons through many years — that 
the first William Hawthorne went down into Florida with the thought of 
settling there, but did not find the ’Land of Flowers’ as attractive as had 
been pictured to him, and so he returned to Southwest Georgia and built his-'



*2 which we are now living. Few repairs to this place have been ' 
necessary, as the house was strongly and well built over one hundred

?G2’ ^y grandfather William and his brother Elias were both Primitive 
^Japtist preachers, who preached somewhere evdry Sunday and worked diligently 

through the week days. Both are buried in the graveyard of Sofega (Tired
near the Hawthorne Trail and the old home. The other brother 

went to Texas and established a town, named Hawthorne for himself*

historian, in company with my daughter Emily Spence and 
I”1?*7 of a pilgrimage to Sofega to visit the grave

01 william Hawthorne whom I hold in reverence for having made history 
through llitchell County. We found this inscription which narks th© earthly 

^^S^3270 of earlier dayst "Elder William Hawthorne, Born l?o2, died May 1$, 184?, Ago 84 years".

LEGEND CF THE HAWTHORNS TRAIL . .
. F1 F13 ^^J7 °£ G0or£ia history, even before the records were
Beginning to bo made, there lived on the border between North Carolina and 
Georgia a sturdy pioneer who had wandered away from his home and family in 
Salem, Lassachusetts. History says that this pioneer was nomother than 
the brother of Nathaniel Hawthorne Wil 3 is hardly true] the great za^hec 
Romance writer of New England. William Hawthorne was his name, and in the 
early part of the 19th century about 1802, this William Hawthorne settled 
In uho mountain recesses of the Blue Ridge that skirts Northern Georgia. 
As is known, tills was the primeval range of the Cherokee Indians, and in 
time Hawthorne became on friendly terms with the Chief of his neighbors.

the family of Hawthorne was a beautiful daughter who, from nnal 
^meetings, had learned to know and love one of the Cherokee sons. There was 
~ittle in common between Hawthorne and the Indians, so he forbade his 

daughter receiving the attentions of the Chief’s son but, as is always the . 
way with youth, they dared to thwart the commands of parent Hawthorne and 
planned to escape to the Land of Flowers, about which they were beginning 
to hear. On one st pray night they slipped away, making sure their hiding 
for several weeks. By and by the father and her brothers set out in pursuit 
of the truant lovers, learning they had spent a night in Dahlonega, Georgia, 
thence on they followed them to Tallahassee, Florida. On reaching the Flo­
rida township, Mr. Hawthorne was told that nls daughter and her Indian lover 
had retreated and were then In hiding at a certain house not far from what 
Is now known as Imonia Lake [half wacf between Cairo. Ga. and Tallahassee,FlaT] 
Infuriated at this information, the father and brothers retraced their steps, 
and sure enough found the daughter and her lover domiciled in the house. 
The Indian lover, determined that his sweetheart should not be taken from 
him, murdered her and then himself. Locked in death’s embrace they were 
found by father Hawthorne, who, broken hearted, returned to his mountain 
home, following the trail he had blazed on his search for his now lamented 
daughter. ~

After many months, so overcome with worry and grief, Hawthorne could not 
live contentedly in the mountains of ths Blue Ridge. Together with his 
family, his slaves, hip cattle, he^raturned to Southwest Georgia by the 
same trally .*. " £53- jjie had blazed in 1818 and which has ever since been 
known as "The Hawthorne Trail."

WP On Christmas Eve. 1821, it was, this family reached the little river 
they called Sofega (Tired Creek) j here they camped — his family, his slaves, 
his cattle — all worn by the long tedious journey.

i»
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Juno 18, 1974

Mr. Marion R. Heraperley
Surveyor-General Department 
214 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Mr. Hamperley:

I still think about, and talk with my friends reference my two short visits to 
the Archives Building when I had the pleasure of meeting you some month or so ago.

I ^?ould think you have a most interesting work day. People from all over our 
State dropping by and you having something to show them or tell them about. I know 
I didn't know there were that many maps in the world as were in the many, many filing 
cabinets that I saw on your floor of the building. It seems that you had what was 
in every filing cabinet on the tip of your fingers.

But for you to see all kinds of people from every kind of place in Georgia would, 
tore, be very interesting and I relieve I judge you coreectly in that you enjoy seeing 
people.

When I vos there you showed me a map that had draw, on it, a trail, it was the 
^gawtho? _ . ' . frail you volunteered that you had a map
trowing ’that an^you”vent~to that map and I was delighted to sec it but I didn't look 
at it quite as closely as I now wish I had. 
a picture made of that map and send to me?

So what I'm writing today is, can you have

It may be extra large and it will have to be a picture in reduced size and be more 
expensive but whatever your cost is for your patrons I would want you to let ue know 
and I will send check in advance.

This Trail is closely connected with our Grady County for it terminated, that is, 
he settled here. In Camilla, 25 miles Korth of us, there is a marker by the Daughters 
of American Revolution about this Trail. I hope you can tell me that a copy of this 
map can be made but if that is not practical I will just have to wait until I am there 
again to look more closely at it.

Yours truly,

J. B. Roddenbery
JBR:reo
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' The Hawthorne Trail which leads from the North Caro 
line to Tallahassee, Florida, comes into Mitchell Count?/ at 
’./here Piver Bend Park is not.? located. It very closely fol­
lows the present paved Dixie Highway as far as Camilla, at 
which point the Daughters of the American Revolution Chapter 
placed a handsome granite marker to designate the direct' 
trail of William Hawthorne when he blazed the way in 1818. 
Continuing from Camilla this trail leads by the 0. P. Sapp 
heme, the old hemes of the Wests, Spences, Kemps, Cochrans, 
Wilsons, Smiths and Hughes, on by Mt. Olive Church and the 
hemes of the Godwins, McElvains and Butlers into Gradv County, 
through Cairo to the old Hawthorne heme place. It is a matter 
of histor” that five generations of Hawthornes have lived at 
that old hom« place, just off the Trail, near Sofega Church 
(Tired Creek), since it was first settled more than one
hundred years ago. _______ _—----------

Prem The Camilla Enterprise of we
quote the following: "On February 9, 3^92^ William Hawthorne 
Sr., (grandson of the William Hawthorne who blazed the Trail) 
his son, and a grandson, all of whom are now living at the old 
family homestead near Cairo, Ga., built and formerly occupied 
by William Havrthorne and his brothers, Elias and Timothy, in 
1818, visited Camilla to see the D.A.R, Marker, erected in 
memory of their ancestor. The older Hawthorne said, "We have 
come to see this stone which honors our brave scion. I re­
call the story that has been handed down from fathers to sons 
through many years, that the first William Hawthorne went down 
into Florida with the thought of settling there, but did not 
find the "Land of Flowers" as attractive as had been pictured 
to him, and so he returned to southwest Georgia and built 
his heme, in which we are now living. Few repairs to this 
place have been necessary, as the house was strongly and well- 
built.more than one hundred years ago. My grandfather William, 
and his brother Elias, were both Primitive Baptist preachers, 
who preached somewhere ever” Sunday, and worked diligently 
through the week days. Both are buried in the gravevard 
of Sofega (Tired Creek) church, near the Hawthorne Trail 
and the old home. The other brother went to Texas and es­
tablished a town named Hawthorne for himself."

Recently the historian, in company with her daughter 
Hnlm Spence and Mrs. W. C. Tvritty of Pelham, made a pil­
grimage to Sofega to visit the grave of William Havrthome
whem she holds in reverence for having made histor” through 
Mitchell County. We found this inscription which marks the 
earthly resting, place of that hero of the earlier days:

"Elder William Hawthorne, Born 1762, died Mav 15, 1845 - 
Age 84 years"

Smopsis of the Histor” of Mitchell Count”, 
by Mrs. T. M. Spence ri933]

GEORGIA STATE LIBRARY 
301 JUDICIAL BUILDING 
ATLANTA 3, GEORGIA 

FEB 17 1965



Dear Julien:

April 21, 1965

Hawthorne angle in Grady County, 
as Grady County now is.

Reference your letter of April 17 on above subject.

I have now learned that the original Hawthorne Trail crosses the R.R. 
farther west from the present depot than I once thought——somewhere a mile and 
a half or 2 miles. I haye^alsp come to know that the road from Camilla, from 
a point near Sunnyside Church ran S.E. and crossed the old stage road at "Cross 
Roads", where Dr. Roddenbery built his log house, and extended southeast through 
what is now Cairo, and then extended to Walden Bridge, or near there, on the 
Ochlochnee River, crossed the river and extended through Duncanville District to f y 
Tallahassee and beyond. However, after passing the point near Sunnyside Church/' 
this road did not follow the original Hawthorne Trail. The original trail extended 
almost due south to Tired Creek, near the place at which Hawthorne built his home.

the R.R. Station No..-M had 
was selected because it was

x 
foresight that Dr. Roddenbery 

At that exact time the A. & G.
R.R. had reached Thomasville (furnishing rail transportation all the way to Savannah) 
and it was known that the railroad would be eventually extended to Bainbridge, but 
it was not known exactly, how near or how far from the "Cross Roads" the line would 
run. If Dr. Roddenbery had not established his home at the "Cross Roads", the 
history of Cairo and Grady County would be far different from what it is today. I 

r will not go so far as to state in my book, but in my opinion "Cross Roads" and
X that immediate community was really the beginning of the Cairo of today.

William Hawthorne (born 1762, died 1846). Don’t bother John ’Jalker, 
the person he mentioned in Albany, about when Hawthorne came to southwest Georgia

(now Grady County). He did NOT come to this section in 1801. Early County was not 
created until Dec. 15, 1818, and this entire section belonged to Indians until it 
was ceded by the treaty of Aug. 9, 1814 with the Creek Indians. No white people 
(none whatever) lived in this area earlier than 1815, and probably none at that time.

So the selection of the site (now Cairo) for 
nothing to do with the original Hawthorne Trail, but 
the crossing of the Camilla to Tallahassee road.

So, it appears that it was with considerable 
built his first home, in 1861, at the "Cross Roads".

All recorded facts indicate that Hawthorne blazed his Trail in 1818 from 
Pulaski County (Hawkinsville is county seat) at least as far as Tired Creek in 
what is now Grady County. But he did not establish residence here before the last 
of 1821 or the first of 1822,

I think I have all needed information about time of blazing Hawthorne Trail 
and time that Wm. Hawthorne settled in now Grady County. But I would very much 
like to know the names of all sons of Wm. Hawthorne who settled in Decatur (now 
Grady) county, and I hope you can get their names for me. It may be possible that 
one of his grand children still lives in Grady County and can give this information. 
If not a grandchild, then a great grandchild. And some of his sons are probably 
buried in the same Primitive Baptist Church cemetery, and there must be some other 
Hawthorne tombstones there. One son was Johnathan C. Hawthorne, Captain of that 
Militia in the 1830s who was engaged in Indian skirmishes and whose letters to the 
Governor of Ga. at that time are on file. If his tombstone gives his birth and 
death dates, I would like to have that information. Win. Hawthorne is said to have
had two brothers who also came to this area, but one of them moved on to Texafl*



Hrs. Philip W. Bryant, p. 2 
July 20, 1959

William Hawthorne, Sr. (for whom the trail is named) it seems certain 
settled with his family about 3 miles South—Southwest of of the present 
loaction of Cairo and, at tha't time (circa 1820) that was in Early County, 
before Decatur and Thomas were created. I do not have a map of Grady 
County showing the land districts* County lines change but land districts 
never change* If you have such, I would like to have a photostat of a 
map of Grady County showing land districts (or a Thermofax print), and 
showing the location of Cairo. I think the 19th district is immeoiately 
west of the 18th district.

I yet haven*t gotten a copy of the inscription on th^t Hawthorne Trail 
marker but today I received a letter advising that it was noVd’d froh its 
original location in the heart of Camilla to the intersection (or fork) 
of the Camilla-Cairo and Camilla-Bainbridge roads. This letter also says 
a Mrs. J. M» Spence wrote a History of Mitchell County several years ago 
and it is believed this History will give full information of the Hawthorne 
Trail. The library in Moultrie does not have a copy of this Mitchell Cou­
nty History. Mrs. Mary G. Bryan has boo* always been very kind in lending 
me such books from her Department of Archives and History and, ifi she has 
this one, I will appreciate it if you will ask her to let me use it for 
a f^w days. There would be matters other than the Hawthorne Trail that I 
would like to check.
Thank you for tha sample Thermofax print of the Kindren Braswell grant 
of 28 February 1788 from Book PPP, page 463. I will want other prints in 
the future but right now I want the followings

George Rottenbery of Liberty, 175 acres in 2nd district of Baldwin, 
drawn in the Land Lottery of 1805 (mentioned in your letter of July 14)*

George Roddenbury, R.S. of Bulloch, lot 255 in 4th district of Lee (now 
Randolph) drawn in the 1827 Lottery (grant dated in 1833).

William Hawthorne. R.S* of Decatur, lot 136 in 3rd district of Carroll 
County drawn in 1827 Lottery.
Joseph Anderson, R*S.s any land granted him in Bulloch County prior to 
18^7 (when he moved to Thomas County). In his will of 1846 he bequeathed 
land in Bulloch County ”on which I formerly lived, described as in the 
plat and grant**. He said he moved from Sojith Carolina to Georgia in 1810.
Those Jonathan C. Hawthorn letters and the Munnerlyn sketch are valuable 
bits of history and I am delighted to have them. Whether Hawthorne or 
Hawthorn, I think it is all the same. It is like Roddenbery, Roddenbury. 
Roddenberry, Rattenbury, Rottenbury. etc. It is the same family.

Again thanking you for your interest, efficiency and kindness, I am
Sincerely,

R. S. Roddenbery, Jr.

Do you have microfilms of Federal censuses of Georgia for i860, 1850 
and prior thereto? and how much would it cost for Thermofax print of 
the i860 census for COLQUITT County? That would be tho first census 
after Colquitt County was created.



Miss Wessie Connell 
Librarian 
Cairp, Georgia

Dear Miss Connells /

September 16, 1959

I am enclosing copy of some facts (and some fiction) I have unearthed 
regarding HAOTHORJE TRAIL, which I hope will be of vain© bo whoever 
writes a comprehensive history of Grady County. I suppose ypy. wxllwant 
to put this in your special filo on Grady County bistory; J. : 
the file of Grady County Historical Society,, about which you wrote me W 
on June 15*
The photocopies of the Jonathan C. Hawthorne letters and of the land 
rrant to his father William Hawthorne will be delivered to yen in due 
course. I want Julien 3. Roddenbery, Sr., to read them first and X expect 
he will deliver them to you. My father, age 91, well remembers iilliam 
Hawthorne, son of Jonathan C. and grandson of Elder ' illiam Hawthorn®, 
and has visited in the old Hawthorne home a number of times.

If you will get somsona to trace this Hawthorne Trail (as Mrs. Sponee 
did for Mitchell County) from its entry from Mitchell into Grady County, 
on southward by "Cross Roads” and through Cairo, and southward to uhe 
Florida l ine (I know it wont by a Methodist church now situs tod and that 
has been located many years a few miles north of Cairo), I ^111 
information to what wo already have and got it publisnen in THE GEORGIA 
HISTORICAL QUARTERLT published by The Georgia Historical Society. ^ajannah, 
of which Society I ar. a member. I know they will be glad to publish tlus 
for e®» I believe you can get two or three ladies who ar® memoerg of 
your Grady County Historical Society who are sufficiently interested in 
tills subject to start immediately to retrace this Trail through Grady 
County. v.L
There is no person living today who has so much first hand knowledge 
(and who remembers so well) the history of Cairo from 1872 to a^out 1900 
as my father, and I believe it would be well worth whlla book1 members 
of the Grady County Historical Society to talk with him and take notes 
for several hours* Whether they do this or not, depends on how uhsy 
are really interested in th® early history of Cairo and Grady County.

Sincerely yours, ;

CCj R. S. Roddenbery, Jr.
J. B. Roddenbery, Sr.
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Dear Julient

Moultrie, Georgia 
V, / 24 September 1959
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Enclosed is letter of September 17 from Atlantic Coast Line Railroad. 
You may keep this, as I have made a copy. Under separate cover I am 
mailing photographs of the two engines that A.C.L. sent me. Papa says 
he thinks the picture of the woodburner and cars loaded with cypress 
logs was probably made on the section of railroad that ran from Climax 
to Chattahoochee because there were no large cypress trees (such as 
these) anywhere between Thoi - - "•
however. because A.C.L. say

। were no large cypress trees ^sucn as 
imasville and Bainbridge. That does not matter, 

uuwevw.-« w/lFwis one of the engines that operated between
Thomasville and Bainbridge while it was the S.F. & G. (Plant System). 
As you can see by the box car and caboose, the coalburrjer was an Atlantic 
Coast Line engine, one of the first operated through/Cairo.
You can give these pictures to the Library if you want to, or frame 
and hang in your office. I don&t know whether the Library wxll appreciate 
them or not.
T am also sending,(in envelope with above pictures) a photocopy of land 
erant to ''LJJJL&MuHawt^xn&. r,s.. of Hawthorne's District* Decatur

9 tMs was El8or william Hawthorne who blazed the Hawthorns Trail 
and later settled a few miles south of the site of the present Cairo; 
and this land grant is proof that he was a Revolutionary Soldier. It maj 
be of value to his descendants (female who might want to Join D^.R.H 
and this should be filed in the Cairo Library. 11 you have any Hawthorne 
friends now living In Grady County, you might drop them a letter advising 
that you obtained this document ana that it may be seen in che Lio.ar^• 

I am also sending photocopies of 7 letters written by Capt. Jonathan C. 
Hawthorne between May 27, 1836 and October 10, 1830, the first 6 addressed 
to Governor William Schley and the 7th addressed to Governor George R. 
Gilmer. These letters were sent from Tired Creek Po^t Office, j^hom^a 
County, which was then located at the confluence ox T-.red Creek ana 
Ocfilocknee River. Note on second page of letter dated Sept'r. 15, lo3o, 
that Cant. Hawthorne said he then lived on the East side of Decatur County 
adjoining the pine woods of Thomas County 2-^ miles of tills post office. 
Captain Jonathan Clebern Hawthorne was a son of Elder William Hathorne 
who blazed the Hawthorne Trail. The originals of these letters are on 
file in Department of Archives and History in Atlanta. Originals were 
in longhend (no tvr.owriters in those days) but have been transcribed with 
typewriter and are preserved on microfilm, from which these photocopies 
were made. Capt. Jonathan C. Hawthorne had a son William (grandson of 
Eld. Will lam Hawthorne. Papa was well acquainted with this grandson 
william Hawthorne and several times visited in the old Hawthorne home 
near Sofkee. Dr. Roddenbery was family physician of the Hawthornes.
When you have finished with these letters, X presume wil.j. giv® them 
to the Cairo Library. Note that the letter of Jan. 3, 1$37» contained 
the I836 Muster Roll of officers and men in Captain Hawthorne’s Company 
of Georgia Guards (Decatur County Cavalry).
I received your letter of September 21 with check to Drinnon, Inc., for 
$10.44 end one to me for $44.20. I have mailed Drinnon’s check to Macon.

Your cousin,
w 
a R. S. Roddenbery, Jr.
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April 15, 1965

Dear Julien: 
A

Grady County Map 
Hawthorne Trail 
Long Branch Church 
Cemeteries

Thanks ^or your8 April 13 and I am glad to know for a fact that Judge 
R.C. Bell assisted in preparation of that first Grady County Map, which was published 
within two years after the County was organized. This leads me to conclude that this 
map is reasonably accurate in all the details shown, including Land Districts and 
land lots, Militia (or Justice of the Peace) Districts, highways and country roads, 
rivers and creeks, towns and hamlets, and schools and churches (though some are 
omitted). This map does net show locations of cemeteries (except that we know there 
were cemeteries adjacent to nearly every country church).

If I had the time I would visit all the very old cemeteries in Grady County 
and copy names and dates from the old tombstones. That is one of the best sources 
of information for any history. If I could include in this book the inscriptions 
on tombstones of people who were buried before 1900 it would afford a world of valuable 
information for hundreds, maybe thousands of people in the present and in years to 
come. Many times a tombstorPinscription will revive the memory of a person long 
forgotton and will recall his life and deeds and his connection or relation to people 
now living. A few years ago I visited the cemetery at Long Branch Church and copied 
names and dates from several old tombstones, but I can’t locate those notes right now. 
A lot of people whose lives are connected with Cairo and Grady County are buried there, 
among them old man Edw. F. Richter, born, raised and educated in Germany. And that 
reminds me of the Egg Road, so named from the poultry industry that thrived in that 
section and the great quantities of eggs and chickens shipped from Cairo. Old man 
Richter was one of the founders of that industry. I believe it would afford you much 
information, and pleasure, if you made a brief visit to that Long Branch cemetery 
and study those tombstones.

Papa says there was a little branch back of Long Branch Church, but that was 
V not the baptizing hole. The baptizing was done in Little Tired Creek near the Church 

and that is where Dr. Roddenbery and wife and all their children were baptized. And 
I expect that is where you were baptized, because the Cairo Baptist Church used that 
place until an inside baptistry was built into the new brick church about 1907.

* WrJtKjf \\ l \ . \ ■ J

All of southern Georgia, west of Camden County, was ceded by the Creek Indians 
in 1314 and the original counties of Early and Irwin were created in 1818. Decatur 
County was cut off the east side of Early in 1823 and Thomas County off the west side 
of Irwin (and a part of Decatur) in 1825. Before 1814 all this section of Georgia 
belonged to the Indians. So William Hawthorne blazed his north to south trail through 
this section (and through what is now Grady County) in 1818, the very year that Early 
County was created. Therefore, it is quite certain that Hawthorne Trail was established 
as a primitive road several years before a route of travel was established between 
Bainbridge and Thomasville. Any travel there might have been before that was on horse­
back and along Indian trails. Hawthorne and his followers were certainly the first 
white settlers in this area. And, as said before, he named Tired Creek.

It is true that Dr. Roddenbery was family physician for the Hawthornes but 
not for the original William. He died before our grandfather was a doctor, but he 
was physician for the children and grandchildren and he did on occasion eat and spend 
the night in the old Hawthorns home. Papa has related these facts to me, and Papa 
himself visited the home on at least one occasion. They did have a special table 
setting (knife, fork, spoon and plate) for special guests, and they brought these out



J.B.R., Sr.
Page 2

whenever Dr. Roddenbery was there. The family didn’t bother about such niceties and, 
for the most nart, ate with their fingers. They had plates of soma sort (crockery 
or tin plates) and a few knives and forks, but they were sparse and very crude. 
They weren’t what you might call adept in the use of table knives and forks. And 
this wasn’t because of poverty. They were amply able to afford the best. We don’t 
know, but it may be that their manners and mode of living deteriorated after they 
moved into this wilderness country. Maybe none of them had any schooling but they 
were not without education, either self taught or coming from their parents. Ths 
elder William Hawthorne represented Decatur County in the State Senate of Georgia. 
He was a Primitive Baptist preacher and certainly had the rudiments of an English 
education. His son Jonathan C. Hawthorne (the most prominent) was Captain of the 
Militia in his district and fought in skirmishes with the Indians, and his letters 
to the Governor of Georgia (now on file in the Archives in Atlanta) reveal that he 
was a man of keen intellect, wrote a good hand, used good grammar and spelled correctly.

It might unduly offend some people to say that the Hawthornes ate like 
animals but I will say that they lived quite primitively.

At last, the location of the old Hawthorne home is definitely fixed in my 
mind so that I can adequately define the location in my book.

One more distance. Since Long Branch Church is not shown on the map, please 
measure the distance from Cross Roads to the Church. That church is still right 
where it was more than a century ago. Also, try to learn from the pastor or some of 
the members exactly when the Long Branch Church was constituted and names of the 
first two or three preachers.

I have today received the 1964 directory of advertisements you sent, with 
story on Cairo at page 358* I don’t think much of the ’’Directory” but the Cairo 
story contains some information I can and will use.

Your cousin,



February 15, 1965

Mrs. John 0. Lewis 
Reference & Reader Services 
Georgia State Library 
301 Judicial Building 
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Mrs. Lewis:

Thanks for your letter of Jan. 28 concerning Hawthorne Trail and your 

references to certain publications thereon, including "two or three cages in 
SYNOPSIS OF THE HISTORY OF MITCHELL COUNTY, GEORGIA by Mrs. J. M. Spence, 1933", 
from which you quoted the beginning, "The Hawthorne Trail which leads from the * 

North Carolina line to Tallahassee, Florida, comes into Mitchell County at where 
River Bend is now located. It very closely follows the present paved Dixie High­
way as far as Camilla ....".

The public library in Moultrie does not have this work by Mrs. J. M. 
Spence and they can not obtain it on intralibrary loan either from the regional 
library or from Camilla. The Camilla library flatly refuses to lend its copy.

The cost of this information is not a deterrent and I will gladly pay 

for a photographic or typed transcript of what Mrs. Spence published on this 
subject. Trusting this will not be too much trouble for you, I am

Cordially and appreciatively yours,

R. S. Roddenbery, Jr.



February 12, 1965

Mr. Wayne Faircloth Zr
Route 2
Whigham, Georgia V z *

Dear Mr. Faircloths

I am about to publish a short history of the early days of Cairo and 
Grady County and I need some additional information about the Hawthorne Trail 
which was blazed in 1818 from North Carolina to Florida and ran immediately west 
of what is now Cairo and from there south to Sofkee and beyond. William Hawthorne 
came back over that route and settled in the vicinity of Sofkee in 1819 and I am 

told the monument at his grave gives some valuable information about him and the 
Hawthorne Trail.

Miss Catherine Maxwell, daughter of Dr. Maxwell, tells me you can pro­
bably furnish me with valuable information about Hawthorn^ Trail and the man for 

whom it was named. I particularly would like to know its southward route from 
Sofkee and where it ended—some say Tallahassee, some say the Gulf coast. Also, 

if you know, I would like to know just what is recorded on that monument or 
tombstone at grave of William Hawthorne. Any information you may give me will 
be greatly appreciated. This story is being written in collaboration with my father 
who is 97 years old and who was born on the Thomasville—Bainbridge stage road 
(now U.S. No. 84) about 4 miles northwest of the present Cairo.

Sincerely yours,

R. S. Roddenbery, Jr.



Thank you very much for yours of Feb. U in reply to ray inquiry to your 
father and, at your suggestion, I am writing Mr. Wayne Faircloth concerning 
Hawthorne Trail. Several articles have been written and published about Hawthorne 
Trail and William Hawthorne, some of which undertake to weave in some far-fetched 
romantic tales, but all of them are indefinite as to the route traversed and 
there appears to be no existing map delineating the Trail, and it is very difficult 
to reestablish and describe its original locations. I know the route from the 
north line of present Mitchell County to the northern and western edges of present 
Cairo, and I know William Hawthorne, in 1819, settled in the vicinity of Sofkee. 
I will keep trying to add to this information. I am told that a monument at the 
Sofkee grave of William Hawthorne records valuable information concerning him and 
the Trail. I would like to obtain a complete transcript of what is Inscribed on 
that monument. If you know it or if you have occasion to visit that spot in the 
near future, I would appreciate it if you will write me just what information 
that monument reveals.

Thanks also for dates when Piedmont [Calvary] Primitive Baptist, Calvary 
Methodist, and Calvary Missionary Baptist\, and Tired Creek [Sofkee] Primitive 
Baptist churches were constituted. My 97 years old father thinks t he Calvary 
Missionary Baptist Church was constituted before 188U, because remembers when 
Robert H, Harris came to Cairo as school teacher in 1875 the taught ray father] 
and in less than 5 years thereafter he was ordained a Minister [while a school 
teacher] and very soon afterward the people of Calvary outbid Cairo and Harris 
moved to Calvary where he preached and taught school at the same tine. Harris 
[later Dr. Harris] went from Calvary to LaGrange as pastor of First Baptist 
Church there, and thence to Columbus, Ga. He was not pastor of the church at 
Cairo. Calvary was his first pastorate. However, yjur date of 188U raay be 
official and correct.

Sincerely yours, . \f Jv?

R. S, Roddenbery, Jr.



Hrs. Philip W, Bryant 
Deputy Surveyor General 
1516 Peachtree St. K»W, 
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Mrs. Bryants

July 13, 1959

Thanks very much for yours 
and the effort you made to

of June 25 regarding HAWTHORNE TRAIL 
get facts about its original biasing 

even though you fpund nothing on it.

Mrs. Clydo Bostwick Lewis of Camilla, well on in her 80s, wrote me: 
a 4 V\ $1 have so little information about the Hawthorne Trail. The marker 
? that was in the southern part of Camilla on the Hawthorne Trail
A ?FXjV-has been removed but this is always what I have heard about it;

Nathaniel Hawthorne blazed the trail from the point where 
\ V I ? Albany is, or near thero, directly south to the Gulf of Mexico. 

\ It passed through what is now Camilla and on through Cairo, I 
n suppose, to the Gulf of Mexico. I regret I do not have more know- 

*v \ NA iQ<ig8 0£ it but this is what Camilla accepts as the blazing of the 
trail. It goes the length of Scott Street in Camilla and south to 
the Gulf".
only Nathaniel Hawthorne of note that I know about was the author 

The Scarlet Letter (b« 1804; d. 1864), born and died in New England, 
and I’m sure he was never in Georgia.

Last week in Thomasville I found the record (Deed Book E, p. 362, Thomas 
County) of a deed in March 1844 from Johnathan C. Hawthorne and James 
Hagan, Executors of the Will of John dewberry, conveying lands they had 
sold at public outcry. My father, now 91, says "old man J. C« Hawthorne" 
lived several miles south of Cairo near the former dividing line between 
Thomas end Decatur counties (now in Grady County) and he remembers 
visiting th© Hawthorne place a number of tines. My father thought his 
nam© was John C .- but says it may have been Johnathan C. He had two 
sons that my father remembers: William, the older, and John C», both of 
whom my father well remembers® William was about the age of Dr. Roddenbery 
(my grandfather) who was born in 1836; and William had a son, also named 
John C.) who was about my father’s age, born 1868.

I find these entries in Georgia’s Roster of the Revolution by Knight, 
both on page 355’

Wm/Hawthorn (or Hawthorne) lottery 1827, Putnam Co.
Wm, Hawthorne, lottery 1827, Decatur Co.
John Hawthorne, early lottery Twiggs Co.

I have Reprint Land Dottery 1827 but no Hawthorne or Hawthorn is listed 
therein. It could Be that William Hawthorne was on the eligible list 

but not a lucky drawer. I would appreciate it if you will check 
this, both as to Hawthorn in Putnam and Hawthorne in Decatur and advise 

if— these were given as their counties of residence at that time. Also, did 
John Hawthorne of Twiggs draw land in the 1820 early lottery?
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Moultrie, Georgia
, June 22, 1959Mrs* F. L. Lewis ’

41 E • Stevens St.
Camilla, Georgia

Dear Mrs. Lewis:

I am assisting Julien Roddenbery and the Cairo, Ga*, Librarian 
in establishing some early history about Cairo and Grady County, 
*“i®£ probably be published under the title THE GENESIS OF

There is in the heart of Camilla a bronze plaque on a granlte 
stone marking the route of the HAWTHORNE TRAIL through Camilla 
on what is net U.S* highway 19. I have seen it many times but 
have not read the inscription.

J * is ^information that Hawthorne Trai> ran southward from 
Albany, through what is now Camilla, and on southward where it 
crossed tne Thom?s .lle-Balnbridge stage coach road at a point 
2 miles north of the present Cairo, and then on southward 
to^1lah??s?0 ’ T^0 town of Cairo had not been then established, 
and I don’t know that Camilla was then established under that 
name. My imormation is that the road did not go through Thomas- 
villa but extended down the western part o? Thomas County (now 
all in Grady County).

I would like very much to have a transcript of that plaque or 
marker in Camilla which I feel sure gives the date thi s trail 
was blazed or established, the route it followed, and the nama 
of the man who surveyed the route or fpr whom it was named.—

I will appreciate it if you will ask someone to copy this marker 
a?d sen^ it to me. And if there are other facts about 

the train that you know (which are not on the marker) I will 
thank you to tell me the same.

Papa, now past 91, was in Cairo last week and saw Aunt Maude. 
??e 1S^ year 01d9r than he and quite feeble. Papa says that 
ais father, Dr. S. A. Roddenbery, was family physician for the 
Hawthornes in the 1860s and 1870s but that must have been of 
a later generation from the one who established Hawthorne Trail.
Trusting you are well, I am

Sincerely yours,

Robert S. Roddenbery, Jr.
Stamped envelope enclosed.



' Moultrie, Georgia
June 22, 1959

Urs. Mary G. Bryan. Director
Department of Archives and History 
1516 Peachtree- Street, N.W.
Atlanta, Georgia

Re: HAWTHORJE TRAIL in
Dougherty, Mitchell

Dear Mrs. Bryan: and Grady counties.

From best information I have the Hawthorne trail was established 
from Albany southward through what is now Camilla in Mitchell 
County and on past what is now Cairo in Grady County and then 
southward to Tallahassee. It did not go through Thomasville but 
ran along the western edge of Thpiaas County (now all within Grady 
County). It crossed the Thomasville-Bainbridge post road (stage­
road) about two miles north of the present Cairo.

I have been unable to find any reliable history references to this 
Hawthorn Trail, though it ran directly through Camilla as it is 
today and a bronze marker on a granite stone marks the route through 
the heart of Camilla, now on the Albany-Thomasville road (U.S. 19). 
I know the Trail was established befofe the Civil War and I think 
after 1835. I have an 1835 Map of Post Offices and Post Roads of 
Georgia and no such road appears thereon, though the Thomasville & 
Bainbridge stage road is shown thereon.

I will greatly appreciate it if you can and will give me information 
concerning the date Hawthorne Trail was surveyed or established, 
the route it followed from Albany through Georgia and the person who 
blazed the trail or for whom it was named. I know a V’illlan Hawthorno 
was one of the commissioners selected to chose a county seat (Bain­
bridge) for Decatur County in 1825 and superintend the erection of 
public buildings thereat. I also know that Dr. Seaborn A. Roddenbery, 
my grandfather, was the Hawthorne family physician in the 1860s and 
1870s but this was most likely a later generation of Hawthornes.

I need this information I connection with historical facts I am 
gathering on Cairo and Grady County and which I expect to publish 
under the title THE GENESIS OF CAIRO.

Sincerely yours, .

R. S. Roddenbery, Jr.



ALS AND LE NDSVol. II, 702, GEORGIA’S LANDMARKS

Decatur County was created out of Early Cojlinty in 1825, an
it the following named commissioners/were chosen to select a
county seat (and) to superintend the erection of public buildings 
thereon, to-wit: Duncan Ray, Wm. Hawthorne Philip Pittman, John 
Sanders and Martin Hardin. The site chosen was a point of land 
overlooking the Flint River, within a mile of Fort Hughes. It was 
called Bainbridge in honor of the gallant naval officer William 
Bainbridge ."
The town (Bainbridge) was chartered Dec. 22, 1829; Daniel Belcher 
was one of the first town commissioners (councilmen).

------------ o------------

Vol. VI, p. 2927, GEORGIA AND GEORGIANS, L. L. Knight (1917)
"JUDGE S. A. RODDENBERY, of Thomasville, who died during his 

second term as a member of Congress from the Second Georgia District, 
was born on January 12, 1870, on his father’s farm in Decatur County. 
After pursuing a partial course at Mercer University, Macon, he was 
elected to the lower house of the General Assembley in 1891, when 
little more than 21 years of age. From 1894 to 1896 he served as 
United States commissioner. He had, in the meantime, read law, and 
in 1897 was appointed by Governor Atkins as judge of the County Court 
of Thomas County. He also served as mayor of Thomasville for two 
successive terms. Upon the death of Judge James M. Griggs, who had 
long represented the Second District in Congress, Judge Roddenbery 
was chosen" (elected) "to succeed him. He was reelected, and died 
September 23, 1913, while serving his second term."

Note: Feb. 16, 1910, he was elected to fill the unexpired 
term of James M. Griggs. He served a little over 3 
years and 7 months.
Oct. 23, 1894, Seaborn Anderson Roddenbery, Jr., was 
admitted to the bar, to practice law, in the Superior 
Court of Thomas County, Ga.

I
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Cairo brings home third place in City of Roses Invitational
The Cairo/Grady County Sharks 

traveled to Thomasville. Georgia. 
Saturday. July 11 to compete in the 
City of Roses Invitational, hosted by 
the Thomasville Riptide swim team, 
fhe Sharks competed well and 
brought home third place honors.

Final team point standings were: 
Bainbridge • 740.5; Thomasville - 
712.5; Cairo • 696.5; Marianna ■ 
440.5; Tifton 145.5; Moultrie -113; 
and Fitzgerald - 77.5.

Individual high point scorers for 
the Sharks were: 6 & Under Boys - 
Hunter Hinson - 3rd and Lee Cox • 
5th. 7-8 Boys • Drew Whigham - 1st; 
9-10 Boys Kyle Reagan - 2nd, Sam 
Rozar - 4th; and Perry Brown - 5th; 
II 12 Girls ■ Felicia Davis - 1st;

7th place
8th place

50 t nxabk

Duke Posey 
Jeb Johnson

19 84
20 40

1 st place Drew Whigham 1507
6th place Jeb Johnson 45 71
9th place Duke Posey 47.35

25 BukhaUukv
7th place Duke Posey 26 45

25 Bauablrukt
2nd place Jeb Johnson 26 38
6th place Kyle Brown 29 21

25 Butkrlh
1 al place Drew Whigham 18 22

2nd place Drew Whigham 1 42.9.1
IWAkdki Kda>

'rd place CST "A" I 18.13
IWImKclMY

4th place CST A" 1 25i>9
9 1U Buts

25 Irvcstik
3rd place Kyle Reagan 16.01
4th place Sam Rozar 16.65
7ih dImc Prrr\ Brown 17 14

I(Mh place Ton) Ikwaicy 17 50 
50 I-recall k

Isl place Sam Rozai 35.54
2nd place Kyle Reagan I5 M
7th place Tony Dear any 41.27

25 Backatrukc
Sih place Perry Brown 2504
7lh place Tony Dewaic y 28 OH
*l|h place Slephen Rebber? 28.63

25 Hnasairvkc
111 place Kyle Reagan 19 64
2nd place Perry Brown 19 BO
4th place Sam Rozar 21.26

25 Butterfly
Ird place Perry Brown 21.10
Sih place Sam Rozar 22.02

100 Indic Klual Medio
2nd place Kyle Reagan I 12 94

IW Mcdky Uday
I»l place CST "A" 121.15

HMJtra: Kda>
lit place CST "A" I 14.*1

IL 12 Bom

1st place
2nd place
4th place

Dustin Harrell
Drew Johnson 
Lauren Brown

1:18 11
1:26.90
1:35.34

Sth place Jarncy Harrell 1:35.56
8th place Hunter Rehberg 1:41.68

2W Mvdlo Kvlat
1 st place CST "A" 2:37.90

2mruKkU>
1 st place CST "A" 2 19.33
3rd place CST “B“ 

15 18 Bum

2 38.72

SO Freestyle
Sth place Nelson Wilkins 26.63

UKLtmailik
7th place Nelson Wilkins 1:04.78
9th place Darian Magee 1:21.58

50 Backstroke
Sth place Darian Magee 4540

Ird place Nelson Wilkins 34.0

SdJJuUcilb
4th place Nelson Wilkins 29.23
7th place Darian Magee 

•
39.38

1 st place Dustin Harrell
[lid place Drew Johnson
Llih place Lauren Johnson
L>th place Jamey Harrell

| Frccslyk
|lsl place Dustin Harrell
2nd place Lauren Brown
6111 place Simon Moody
hth place Brandon Joiner

■ 1st place Dustin Harrell

1 Ird place 1 auren Brown
B 9th place Hunter Rehberg

St Breaststroke

4

Isl place Drew Johnson
2nd place Hunter Rehberg
Mb place Jarncy Harrell
6th place Simon Moody
Butterfly
Isl place Drew Johnson
5th place Hunter Rehberg
(ah place Garrett Pollock

MI.26 
31 94 
34.13 
34.94

1:11.90 
1:19.40
I 31 10 
I 39.70

36.68

41.95 
50 94

41.77 
47.74 
49.88 
51.60

38.12 
S2.49 
5286

BEST-CUT
HERBS

The best time to harvest most 
herbs is just before flowering, say 
experts with the University of 
Georgia Extension Service. The 
leaves contain the maximum essen­
tial oils then. Cut herbs early on a 
sunny day.

iido Klual Airdky

Call 377-20321
To Subscribe

Today! (
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DOT board adopts resolution to identify Hawthorn Trail
During its meeting on June IX. the 

Slate Transportation Board adopted 
the following resolution concerning 
the designation of certain sections of 
slate highway in Grady and Mitchell 
Counties as "The Hawthorn Trail."

"Whereas, the contributions and 
services of pioneer statesman and 
religious leader Elder William 
Hawthorn, particularly his role in 
opening Southwest Georgia for set­
tlement in the early 1800s, played a 
vital role in providing economic 
growth and improving the quality of 
hfe for the region’s citizens; and

Whereas, he resigned his elected 
and appointed positions in Pulaski 
County and moved to Early County 

in 1X22. opening a road to provide 
more direct connection from the 
Federal Trail to the Miccosukee 
Trails in Florida; and

Whereas, the opening of this road 
accommodated the moving of entire 
families into the region by wagons 
and carts, bringing the settlers who 
made us whal we are today; and

Whereas, in 1X23. Elder 
Hawthorn was appointed a 
Commissioner to select a public site 
for Decatur County, and to contract 
for. and have erected a courthouse 
and jail for the county; and

Whereas, he was elected a 
Commissioner of Roads for Decatur 
County, then served two terms as the

Slate Senator for the county; and
Whereas, he organized the coast! 

tuiion of the Tired Creek Bapu4 
Church and served as its first Pastor.

Now. Therefore. Be It Resolved 
(hat the sections of Stale Route 111 
beginning al County Road XI and 
extending lo the Southwest city lim­
its of Cairo, and Stale Route 111 
beginning al (Grady) County Road 
X4 and extending north lo Slate 
Route 37 in Mitchell County be des­
ignated the Hawthorn Trail to remind 
future generations of the contrihu* 
tions of this outstanding Georgian 
and inspire them to greater deeds

Be It Further Resolved that a copy! 

of this resolution be spread upon the 

minutes of this meeting, suitable 
copies provided to officials of Grady 
and Mitchell Counties and the 
Commissioner of Transportation be 
instructed to erect appropriate signs 
designating this road.”

To complete plans agreed on sev­
eral weeks ago by representatives of 
the IXH and county officials in 
Grady anil Mitchell Counties, the 
two county commissions will now 
have lo act to designate county roads 
as part of the total "Hawthorn Trail."

In Grady County these roads 
include the roqd now named 
"Upper Hawthorne Trail” which con­
nects the western city limits of Cairo 
with Ga. 112 near old Tired Creek 

Methodist Church and the roads now 
named “Lower Hawthorne Trail” and 
Concord Road, which connect Ga. 
IIIS. with the Florida line.

In Mitchell County, former Ga. 3, 
now a county road, from Baconton 
south lo Camilla is a part of the orig­
inal Hawthorn Trail.

Il will be the responsibility of 
Grady and Mitchell Counties to des­
ignate these county roads as "The 
Hawthorn Trail” and install proper 
signage along them.

See Us For 
FAST CASH 

4-OANS!
(G \ Grady

* C r Finance 
Company 

166$. Broad St •Cairo, GA-912-377-1950



THE ^URO MESSENGER, FRIDAY. JULY 11.1975

CSTOa
Editor ../>.
Dear Sir:

I would like to respond to two 
points which were contained in last 
week's Messeager story on tbe 
Creek Pow Wow. The latter part of 

the article, especially that portion 
which appeared on page 8-A, is 
virtually a direct quote from pages 
241*342 of Historic Georgia Families 
by L. W Rigsby (1MB) and contains 
information which I feel neefto to be 
corrected or questioned.

The first relates to the time that 
Elder William Hawthorn settled on 
Tired Creek in what to presently 
Grady County It could not have 
been during the period between 1810 
- 1810 as stated because Elder 
Hawthorn was a state Senator from 
Pulaski County, Georgia during 
the years 1810 * 1821, and prior to 
that be had served as a member of 
the House of Representatives in 1810 
-1817, and as a Justice of the Peace 
there as early as 1812.

1 am not certain of the exact time 
that Elder Hawthorn moved from 
Pulaski County to Early (Tired 
Creek) County, but I strongly 
believe it was the year 1823. 1 base 
this belief on tbe fact that the 
Mbates of the Commissioners of the 
Pulaski County Academy show that 
they appointed a oucceasnr on 
November 18, 1822, to replace Hon. 
William Hawthorn “who has 
recently moved from thia county”. 1 
have obtained these records from 
the State Archives in Atlanta, but 
most are contained in the History ef 
Pwlaskl Ceaaty. IMS - ins (Harris, 
1M8)

Tbe second point involves tbe 
degree of friendship which existed 
between Elder Hawthorn phis his 
family and other settlers and tbe 
Creek Indians Tbe article leaves the 
impression of a high degree of
respect and cooperatian between the 
two groups I have, however, several 
photocopies of letters written by 
Captain Jonathan C. Hawthorn 
(William's son) to Governors Troup

THREE—B

and Schlep which leave an 
altogether different impression. 
These letters are pleading for 
troops, guns, and ammunition from 
the State ao that they could defend 
themselves from the "hostile, 
merciless, savages”. One dated 
September 15th, 1838, states that “a 
number of the good people has 
united and builded them a strong 
fort in six miles of this post office 
(Tired Creek, Thomas County) but 
my father’s family with the other 
union boys thought fit to meet the 
Indians and contend otherwise".

Admittedly, isolated acta of 
friendship must have occurred 
between the Indians and early 
settlers but tbe overriding objective 
of tbe white man was to get the 
Crooks out of south Georgia To me, 
tbe saddest and most ignoble 
chapter(s) in Georgia's history to 
the removal of the Cherokees from 
the northern and the Creeks from 
the southern parts of this state.

The periodjg settlement and the 
ensuing Creek Wars to a moot in­
teresting and significant era in the 
history of southwest Georgia and 
Grady County. I should think that 
the Grady County Historical Society 
and those concerned with developing 
the 'Tama Reservation would 
vigorously proceed with studying, 
and most importantly documenting,

CM July 18, 1975

/ketfers To Tbe 
Editor .
Dear Editor:

I would like to respond to the 
article in the Cairo Messenger of 
July U, 1975, by Mr. Wayne Fair­
cloth, concerning the information on 
the Creek Indians and Elder William 
Hawthorne. Concerning the town 
which was called Tamali, he will 
find in the book THE EARLY 
HISTORY OF THE CREEK IN­
DIANS, by John R. Swanton on 
pages 181-182. The publisher U'33 
the Washington Government

Printing Office and the 
date was 1922 and reprinted in 1

Concerning Elder William 
Hawthorne, he will find this in­
formation in the book HISTORIC 
GEORGIA FAMILIES by L. W. 
Rigsby on pages 241-242. The 
publishers was Genealogical 
Publishing Company and was 
published first in 1928 and again ini 
1969 /
Al am sure this information ii 
c^rect for the books were presentee 
to Chief Neal McCormick and hii
wife Peggy 
other than 
librarian at 
Library.

McCormick by non< 
Miss Wessie Connell 
Roddenbery Memoria

If Mr Faircloth doubts the source 
of our information any further, b 
may consult Miss Connell for a c< 
of the same books is still in I 
library, or if he wants to know w 
is going on at Tama Reservation, 
extend to him and any other a 
cordial invitation to come visit

Sincerely, 
Albert Baggett
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______ _______  r Church the same date. The Brotherhood program will oegnr 
at 7:00 P.M. with supper after which Rev. Calvin T. Culverson of Bainbridge, Ga. will preach. 
Long Branch Pastor, Rev. Stacey Williams, extends a cordial invitation to the men and boys 

of our association. The concert will follow immediately at Eastside.
threshold of expanding for the good 
of everyone. Industry has found 
those fundamental requirements for 
their feasability studies .to make 
their favorable decisions to locate 
here. They are: (1) A good

of improvements we see occuring 
in the Grady County area. The 
building program will greatly 
enhance Grady General’s ability to 
keep pace with advances in 
medicine to better serve the health 
needs of our community. “We an­
ticipate favorable approval for the

unty is on the

Printing Office and the copyright 
date was 1922 and reprinted in 1970.

Concerning Elder William 
Hawthorne, he will find this in­
formation in the book HISTORIC
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pages 241-242. The 
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correct for the books were presented 
to Chief Neal McCormick and his
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wife Peggy 
other than 
librarian at 
Library.

If Mr. Faircloth doubts the source 
of our information any further, he 
may consult Miss Connell for a copy 
of the same books is still in the 
library, or if he wants to know what 
is going on at Tama Reservation, we 
extend to him and any other a most 
cordial invitation to come visit us.

Sincerely, 
Albert Baggett

Dear Editor:
I would like’to respond to the 

article in the Cairo Messenger of 
July 11, 1975, by Mr. Wayne Fair­
cloth, concerning the information on 
the Creek Indians and Eider William 
Hawthorne. Concerning the town 
which was called Tamali, he will 
find in the book THE EARLY 
HISTORY OF THE CREEK IN­
DIANS, by John R. Swanton on 
pages 181-182. The publisher U'£? 
the Washington Government

expansion program and hopefully
etc.), (3) Modern and adequate r {break ground this Fall.” ^-published first in 1928 and again in 
Health Care facilities, and (4) an 1 nm m ■ et u v —
adequate and productive labor 
source.

The proposed building of a modern 
health facility is in concert to meet 
the industrial and population growth 
of Grady County--the economic 
impact outlook is certainly for the 
good of a community with vision to 
meet the demands of a prosperous 
future.

"The hospital building project is 
an exciting architectural expression 
and blend of community need, 
functional layout, economies of 
operation, and flexibility for future 
development, as well as being 
aesthetically pleasing," said Robert 
Slack, the Administrator.

"It should be a definite asset to our 
county, and it is certainly another 
major step in the continuing series

Attend The Church 
Of Your Choice
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Medicaid administration, and each 
state would be required to meet 
uniform federal performance 
standards."

"We hope," the editorial con­
cluded, “Sen. Talmadge’s 
legislation turns the tide on this 
public ripoff.”
“Meanwhile, in Washington Sen. 

Talmadge is busily preparing his 
reform legislation designed 
primarily to eliminate costly abuses 
in Medicaid and Medicare. He said

HARTSFIELD FARMS SELLS 
QUALITY BEEF

95c Per pound
on Dressed carcass

Price includes processing, quick freezing, and packaging done under govern­
ment inspection. Purchase one-fourth, one-half or the whole carcass. You 
are even invited to drive out to Hartsfield Farms and select your own steer if 
you prefer.

OPENING 
SOON

THE BROWSE-ABOUT 
Hobby, Craft & Gift Shop 
Rt. 4 Box 353 Cairo, Ga. 

Ph. 377-4017
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date was 1922 and reprinted in

Concerning Elder Willia 
Hawthorne, he will find this in­
formation in the book HISTORIC

Ga.
Kay is the daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Edgar Keller. Mr. Keller 
teaches in Pelham High School. Mrs. 
Keller is the former Miss Joyce 
Ingram.
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Set For July 20
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Miss Wessie Connell 
Roddenbery Memoria

The children of the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles R. Jordan will meet 
July 20th at the Womans Clubhouse 
in Cairo for a family reunion. Time, 
10 o’clock until. All relatives and 
friends are invited. A 
will be served at 1 o’cloj

aj^ V
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Dear Editor:
I would like to respond to the 

article in the Cairo Messenger of 
July 11, 1975, by Mr. Wayne Fair­
cloth, concerning the information on 
the Creek Indians and Elder William 
Hawthorne. Concerning the town 
which was called Tamali, he will 
find in the book THE EARLY 
HISTORY OF THE CREEK IN­
DIANS, by John R. Swanton on 
pages 181-182. The publisher 
the Washington Government

If Mr. Faircloth doubts the sourci 
of our information any further, hi 
may consult Miss Connell for a cop;
of the same books is still in tl 
library, or if he wants to know wh, 
is going on at Tama Reservation, y 
extend to him and any other a mA 
cordial invitation to come visit /iJ 

Sincerely, . /
Albert Baggett )

The praise of others may 
be of use in teaching us, not 
what we are. but what we

Attend
August Hare

Of Your Choice
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PRICE $38,500.00
A DREAM HOUSE:

LOCATED COUNTRY CLUB 
ESTATES - 1355 15TH ST. N.W.

1 acre or more, 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, kit­
chen, family room, large 
fireplace, breakfast nook, 
living room, foyer, patio, 
utility room, 2 car garage.

PRICE $52,500.00
LESS TAX REBATE $2,000.00

idealToryoung couple
1253 PLATT AVENUE S.E.

3 bedroom, 2 full baths, 
dining room - living room, 
family room - kitchen, 
large fireplace, car 
garage central heat and 
air

PRICE $32,500.00
LESS TAX REBATE $1,625.00 

TOTAL COST $30,875.00

A GOOD INVESTMENT

IVJIT7—K1IU ILTvll 
state would be required to meet 
uniform federal performance 
standards.”

"We hope,” the editorial con­
cluded, “Sen. Talmadge’s 
legislation turns the tide on this 
public ripoff.”

"Meanwhile, in Washington Sen. 
Talmadge is busily preparing his 
reform legislation designed 
primarily to eliminate costly abuses 
in Medicaid and Medicare. He said

OPENING 
. SOON

THE BROWSE-ABOUT 
Hobby, Craft & Gift Shop 
Rt. 4 Box 353 Cairo, Ga.

Ph. 377-4017
SOU

HARTSFIELD FARMS SELLS
QUALITY BEEF

95c Per pound
on Dressed carcass

Price includes processing, quick freezing, and packaging done under govern 
ment inspection. Purchase one-fourth, one-half or the whole carcass. You 
are even invited to drive out to Hartsfield Farms and select your own steer if 
you prefer.

dressed carcass*



Joseph DUCKWORTH died 9-4-1853. 
William DUCKWORTH died 9-6- 
1853. John DUCKWORTH died 6-11- ' 
1859, aged 16 yrs, 11 mos. B. F. 
DUCKWORTH killed on the Bat­
tlefield in Va 6-20-1864. in his 24th yr. 
114-75 Richard W, David Jackson, 
Isaac (d 1844) and Alexander Mc­
Dowell WILLIAMS were children of 
Margaret HENDON and William 
WILLIAMS who moved from Bladen 
Co, NC to Leon Co, FL ca 1830. All 
sons bought land in Decatur Co, GA 
between 1870-72. David is buried at 
former Tired Creek Methodist 
Church Cem. Cairo, GA. now known 
as United Meth. Would like to hear 
from their descendants. Mrs. 
Mildred R. Hagan, 274 W. 62nd St, 
Jacksonville, FL 32208. 1850 census 
of Leon Co lists Margaret 
WILLIAMS, 57, NC with Alexander 
30 NC, Mary 24, NC, Richard 23 NC. 
Many other WILLIAMS families but 
this appears to be the only one who 
fits your family.
115-75 When did Burwell AYCOCK 
wed Penelope MCCLENDON? They 
both died Oglethorpe Co, Burwell in 
1846. Burwell s 1st wife may have 
been Sarah YOUNG. Mrs. S. J. 
Shinauit, 13773 Dyer St, El Paso, TX 
79934 We did not find the marriage- 
Burrel Acock in 1830 Oglethorpe 
Census; Burwell Acock in 1820 
Census.
116-75 Who were parents of Hackey 
and Clarissa WALKER of Jasper Co, 
GA? The 1850 census states Hackey 
b VA, 1768; Clarissa b DE. What 
counties? Are you a desc of William 
WALKER, son of James Randolph 
WALKER of Troup Co, GA? Or of 
Henry WALKER, son of Hackey’ 
Mrs. Margaret Woodside, 1723 30th 
Street, Lubbock, TX 78411 Mrs. 
Woodside is a new aubacribef We 
found Hackey in Jasper County in 
1820,30,40 census. There is a will for 
Henry WALKER. Will Book J, 1825. 
1831, Jasper Co.
117-75 Need help on James Dickson 
BUTLER (2-8-1828 to 1912??) son of 
Frederick and Mary BUTLER. 
James in CW, Co F, 5th BTN and Co 
I, 2nd Fl Cav. In 1874 he was paid 
$100 bounty. Why? Who paid it’ Is 
the Robert BUTLER who served 
with Andrew JACKSON in Fla 
Campaign related to James’ James 
picture was taken with President 
Robert TAFT; what year and why’ 
Evonne V. Cline Route 1, Box 010. 
Horseshoe Beach, FL 32648. You 
should check with the Florida Ar­
chives for pension and Military 
Record.

Genealogical information and 
queries with a Georgia Florida 
background are welcome and are 

___—*^***4 A— S^ldanaa i ,
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which leave an 

altogether different impression. 
These letters are pleading for 
troops, guns, and ammunition from 
the State so that they could defend 
themselves from the “hostile, 
merciless, savages”. One dated 
September 15th, 1836, states that “a 
number of the good people has 
united and budded them a strong 
fort in six miles of this post office 
(Tired Creek, Thomas County) but 
my father's family with the other 
union boys thought fit to meet the 
Indians and contend otherwise .

Admittedly, isolated acts of 
friendship must have occurred 
between the Indians and early 
settlers but the overriding objective 
of the white man was to get the 
Creeks out of south Georgia. To me, 
the saddest and most ignoble 
chapter(s) in Georgia’s history is 
the removal of the Cherokees from 
the northern and the Creeks from 
the southern parts of this state.

The period of settlement and the 
ensuing Creek Wars is a most in­
teresting and significant era in the 
history of southwest Georgia and 
Grady County. 1 should think that 
the Grady County Historical Society 
and those concerned with developing 
the Tama Reservation would 
vigorously proceed with studying, 
and most importantly documenting, 
the history of that aspect of our 
heritage. My very best wishes to 
those who may tackle the job.

Sincerely yours, 
Wayne R. Faircloth

Barrineau Family 
Holds Reunion On
July 4 th

The James Newton and Ollie Lou 
(Hand) Barrineau family had a 
reunion at thf Cairo Livestock 
Pavilion on July 4, 1975 Ap­
proximately sixty-one children, 
grandchildren and great grand­

MR. CHICK 
WILL BE CLOSED 
FOR VACATION

children from Georgia, Florida, 
Texas, Maryland and Virginia at­
tended. Anothe reunion is planned 
for July 4, 1976, and all members of 
the Barrineau family are invited.

Harrison Reunion 
Set For July 20th

The fourth annual Family Reunion 
of Joseph and Clarcia J. Harrison 
will be held July 20th at the Turkey 
Creek Community Center, 
family and friends gre invited 
attend and bring a cnic lunch.

77/

Sculptures ol 18K white or 
yellow gold form an 

engagement band and 
wedding ensemble 

displaying a brilliant round 
diamond. "Earth Glow" 

By Orange Blossom.

Cairo Jewelers
DOWNTOWN 

SHOPPING 
CENTER



UtAKALAJtil, AIN I vine, : 
Floreda Duke Varick 

116 Glenhaven Terrace 
Tallahassee. Fl 32303.

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Dear Sir:

I would like to respond to two 
points which were contained in last 
week's Messenger story on the 
Creek Pow Wow. The latter part of 

the article, especially that portion 
which appeared on page 8-A, is 
virtually a direct quote from pages 
241-242 of Historic Georgia Families 
by L. W. Rigsby (1928) and contains 
information which I feel needs to be 
corrected or questioned.

The first relates to the time that 
Elder William Hawthorn settled on 
Tired Creek in what is .presently 
Grady County. It could not have 
been during the period between 1810 
- 1819 as stated because Elder 
Hawthorn was a state Senator from 
Pulaski County, Georgia during 
the years 1819 - 1821, and prior to 
that he had served as a member of 
the House of Representatives in 1816 
-1817, and as a Justice of the Peace 
there as early as 1813.

I am not certain of the exact time 
that Elder Hawthorn moved from 
Pulaski County to Early (Tired 
Creek) County, but I strongly 
believe it was the year 1823. I base 
this belief on the fact that the 
Minutes of the Commissioners of the 
Pulaski County Academy show that 
they appointed a successor on 
November 10, 1823, to replace Hon. 
William Hawthorn “who has 
recently moved from this county". I 
have obtained these records from 
the State Archives in Atlanta, but 
most are contained in the History of 
Pulaski County: 18<* - 1935 (Harris, 
1959).

Th* second point m’olves the 
degree of friendship which existed 
between Elder Hawthorn plus his 
family and other settlers and the 
Creek Indians The article leaves the 
impression ot a high degree of 
respect and cooperation between the 
two groups I have, however, several 
photocopies of letters written by 
Captain Jonathan C. Hawthorn 
(William s son) to Governors Troup

JULY 15th

FURNITURE CO

Furniture Store
Before you buy, be sure to see what S & L 
Furniture Co. has to offer.

We guarantee top quality and service to 
everyone.

WE FINANCE OUR OWN ACCOUNTS
. ■ i V c . 1

FURNITURE CO
Serving Cairo & Grady Co. for over 

36 Years

631 FIRST AVE. N.E. 
377-3382



FOUR- B THE CAIRO MESSENGER, FRIDAY, JULY 11,1975

Mr. And Mrs. Julius Cox

Miss Deborah Durrent Becomes Bride Of 
Julius Cox In Lovely June 20th Ceremony

The Hartsfield Baptist Church was 
the scene on Friday evening, June 
20th. at eight-thirty o'clock for the 
marriage of Miss Deborah Louise 
Durrent, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Douglas Durrent, Jr., of Pelham and 
Julius H Cox. son of Mr and Mrs. 
James E. Cox, of Hartsfield 

officiating at the double ring 
ceremony was the church pastor. 
Rev. Dan Williams A beautiful 
program of wedding music was 
brought by the bnde's brother, 
Randall Durrent, of Pelham

For the ceremony, a tall fourteen

Breath showered with lace ribbon 
streamers The bride wore a pair of 
cultured pearl earrings that exactly 
matched the pearl buttons on her 
gown For sentiment, she carried a 
handkerchief that her mother 
bought many years ago

Miss Stella Akridge attended the 
bride as maid of honor and 
bridesmaids included Mrs Walter 
Gee. HI. of Camilla, and Mrs 
Patricia Nichols, of Moultrie They 
were gowned alike in floor length 
dresses of light blue knit Jersey with 
V-neck plunging necklines A band

have been issued to us and must be 
complied with - in turn the public - 
the patient and the patients family 
must be aware of the regulations । 
because if an admission is denied or , 
if an extended care case is denied ; 
the patient or the family will be held । 
responsible for the bill at the , 
hospital. The patient and the family | 
must be aware that it is not local 
hospital or a physicians policy or । 
decision that the patient must be । 
dismissed in a reasonable time to be | 
transferred to a nursing home or ] 
arrangements made for the patient 
to be cared for at home.



the back of the pulpit and framed 
down below a large central flower 
arrangement of mixed summer 
flowers including carnations, 
chrysanthemums, daises, gyp- 
sophelia. and Baby Breath. Light 
Blue candles burned in the spiral 
brass candelabra flanking the 
central arrangement. Palms were 
interspersed across the pulpit stand. 
Family pews were marked by 
pewmarkers of light blue ribbon 
with ivy and fern.

The bride wore a gown of beautiful 
white bridal satin and lace. The 
gown was made Empire style with 
princes-line skirt. The front of the 
bodice was overlaid with lace and 
the raised neckline had a V-shape 
with seven pearl buttons from the 
opening to the waist. The sleeves 
were lace with wide satin cuffs 
where four pearl buttons were 
placed. She wore a fingertip veil of 
illusion edged with lace and pearls. 
She carried a colonial type bouquet 
of white carnations, blue frenced 
carnations, white mums, and Baby 

New Federal and Slate 
Regulations will affect 
Medicare and Medicaid ad­
missions and length of stay in 
hospitals.
Effective July 1,1975, new Federal 

and State regulations now require 
that all hospitals shall review and 
evaluate every Medicare and 
Medicaid beneficiary (the person 
being admitted) on admission and 
on an extended or prolonged stay in 
the hospital. The stay being beyond 
a normal or necessary length of stay 
in the hospital).

Upon admission every patient who 
is on Medicare and Medicaid will be 
reviewed for justification of need to 
be admitted for care in an acute care 
hospital. In other words, could the 
patient have been treated on an out­
patient basis or remain at home 
with adequate treatment.

The same regulations will govern 
an extended stay in the hospital. 
Review dates are set up so that a 
patients record shall be reviewed by 
a member or members of the

and tied in the back. The Empire 
style dresses had caplet sleeves of 
white lace with embroidered with 
blue flower designs and were edged 
with tiny white lace. They carried 
colorful nosegays of mixed spring 
and summer flowers.

John Gandy, of Athens, attended 
the groom as best man and the 
usher-groomsmen were Randy Gay 
and Larry Williams, both of 
Moultrie.

For the wedding the bride's 
mother chose a street-length knit 
suit of aqua with darker aqua polka 
dots, having a corsage of white 
carnations pinned to her shoulder. 
The groom's mother wore a street 
length suit of pink knit made prin­
cess style and A-line skirt. She used 
matching accessories and had a 
corsage of white carnations.

There was no reception following 
the quiet and simple but impressive 
ceremony, instead, the bride and 
groom stood at the door of the 
church and greeted the guests. They 
are making their home in Moultrie.

j/'l

GRADY 
GENERAL 
HOSPITAL

Utilization Review Committee using 
criteria or standards based upon 
diagnosis and the present condition 
of the patient as to justificaiton for 
extending the stay in the hospital. If 
in the opinion on the review the 
patient does not meet the criteria 
(no longer is in need of skilled 
nursing care) the patient and or the 
family must be notified in writing 
and given a 72 hour notice to transfer 
the patient to a nursing home 
facility, or to take the patient home. 
Home health care services are 
available from the Grady County 
Health Department and can be of 
assistance in the necessary care of 
the patient at home. The attending 
physician will prepare the proper 
request form to be submitted to the 
County Health • Department 
recommending the care and 
treatment to be given the patient in 
the home,

This is a matter of great concern 
placed upon the Health Care Team • 
your physician, nursing services and 
administration. These regulations
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Roy Allen Richards, 
Gets Appointment

Roy Allen Richards, of Albany 
formerly of Cairo, has been 
pointed a parole review officer in the 
Atlanta headquarters of the State 
Board of Pardons and Paroles. He 
will become one of five such officers 
who conduct preliminary hearings 
for alleged parole violators, conduct 
parole orientation classes for all 
felons entering prison, and review 
inmate cases and recommend Board 
action.
hv^ flPP°'1nt,nent was announced 
by board chairman Cecil McCall 
who said. “Mr. Richards is

—----------- ------------- - ‘pBO.l *33’

Big Pow-W
mynp

Draws 15, (?
Princess Named 
In Fiesta Here

Reservation Site 
Scene Of Varied 
Activities

1 'See Editorial .
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Before his new appointment Mr.
Richards served as parole super- 
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Turbulence Marks 
Some Showers In 
Grady Area

July thundershowers, usual for 
this period, have about ended, for 
the present, a drought that was 
damaging some Grady area crops 
seriously as the month began last 
week.

The rain has come in widely 
varying volumes,which is normal at 
this time of the year, but nearly all 
areas of Grady County are reported 
to have had rather substantial relief, 
although the relief came too late for 
some corn crops in northern areas of 
the county, crop observers say. 
Vegetable crops were greatly 
benefitted.

Some have commented that the 
milk of human kindness has been 
flowing here in perhaps un­
precedented volume this spring and 
summer because so many people 
have planted more vegetables than 

ususal to stave off a reported

(CONTINUED ON 7A)

Cairo Lions 
Do Full Job
Club Is Organized 
In Full Revival 
Of Activities
The Cairo Lions Club, which ex­

perienced a rousing revival at the 
annual “ladies’ night” dinner on 
Tuesday night of last week, after 
being sparked by the active Calvary 
Lions Club, has now been fully 
reactivated and will resume its 
place not only in Lions International 
but in the community, James L. 
Mitchell, the president, revealed 
this week.

He said the club had 30-odd 
members before several new ones 
were received at the dinner and that

(CONTINUED ON7A)

Louisiana ana even Massacnuseus 
joined Southwest Georgia and North 
Florida Muscogee Creeks and their 
white friends here in an action- 
packed 2nd annual frontier Pow- 
Wow July 3-4 which visiting daily 
press news correspondents figured 
attracted a total of some 15,000 
people, altogether.

Chief Neal McCormick of Cairo, 
head of the Georgia tribe of Lower 
Muscogee Creeks, and his wife, 
Peggy, were the official hosts at the 
new and developing Tired Creek 
Reservation of 102 acres about three 
miles southwest of Cairo; and they 
shared the leadership with Chief and 
Mrs. Wesley Thornley of Pensacola, 
who head the Florida Creeks.

A thundershower Wednesday
night, July 3, appeared to spur 
rather than dampen the activities as 
countless modern mobile campers 
vied for parking spaces alongside 
typical Indian teepees as the throngs 
of visitors joined the Indians to enjoy 
ceremonial dances in colorful 
costumes, competitions of various 
types, a trading post area with all 
manner of Indian artifacts ranging 
from hand-tooled leather belts and 
turquoise jewelry to feathers, beads 
and other materials to create Indian 
costumes.

A15 year old Thomasville girl was 
chosen junior princess of the Pow- 
Wow. Decked out in an authentic 
Indian dress to enhance her natural 
beauty - complete with beads and 
fringe - Connie Lawler’s crowning 
was a big feature of the re-making 
ceremonies. She is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Corbett M. Lawaler of 
Thomasaville and a 10th grader at

(Cont. on last page first section)

Geo T. Airs
Planks, Hits 
Bert, Lester

Former Lt. Governor George T. 
Smith, one of the top contenders for 
the run off spot in the Aug. 13 
Democratic primary, reiterated 
Tuesday that in this critical time of 
inflation and recession he would 
propose “removing sales tax from 
the necessities of life-food, drugs, 
and funerals. This is in addition to 
his stand on removing school tax 
from real property, letting the state 
bear the total cost of education.” He 
revealed the new platform plank 
while in Cairo last week.

Bearing down hard on“- 
(Cont. on last page first section)

SHERIFF WALDROF 
STORE. Law enforce 
Sheriff Lane Waldrop 
Whigham Hardware Ct 
men who are in joii ch; 
and recovered the subsl 
substantial sum of mon 
two young men were an

Cairo' 
In Re
New Residenc 
Feature Repoi
Half-Year Total I 
$1,369,700 ; Meet

* Held Monday
Cairo’s Mayor and Council h 

the first regular meeting for July 
City Hall last Monday night, w 
Mayor Adrian P. Clark presidii 
Only three Councilmen - Ang 
Edwards, Jr., Frank Giddens and 
T. Sumner - were present. Others 
attendance included City Mgr. Joi 
Walker; Mrs. Martha Faye Lew: 
clerk and treasurer; and R. A. Be 
city attorney. Rev. Dr. Loy Veal, 
the First United Methodist Churc 
was on hand to represent ti 
Ministerial Association and offer tt 
invocation.'

The business at the meeting wa 
almost entirely routine in nature an 
relatively unimportant, with only 
bare quorum present. Final plan 
were made for the opening of bids oi

I
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■earn that, like ourselves. Indians are also a 
■any nations — that they are, in fact, people 
■ Except that they were hen first.
I GLORIA JAHODA

ching on beyond the globe where the flowers never wl 
I he congregation is never dismissed in God's house fol 

Bishop Moore was entombed in Westview Abbey
side his wife Martha, who died in August, 1964 
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ssfimony 01 Bishop Moore
Farmers Advised Not 
To Destroy Evidence 
Of Crop Disaster

State Patrol Laue 
Supreme Court R 
On Vehicle Searc
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way vi Deirer mer
iur J. Moore, the world-renowned Georgia 

?r, who ended his long earthly sojurn June 
? at age 85, and who was paid a final im- 

te July 3 at Glenn Memorial Church at Emory 
'as ready to go because he of all people knew 
meant, not only selected scripture and songs 
but wrote a personal testimony to be read at

People all over the world, including many 
new him well, but when we consider that he 
an 6,000 people to commitments to the Christian 
uring his years as an active evangelist alone, 
Birmingham Ala., his last testimony certainly 
orth everyone’s study.
estimony, which was printed on the program for 
B, read, "The Methodist Church has laid upon my 
> many responsibilities, but it has also given to me 
aany honors.
haps no man ever stood seeking admission at the 
n Annual Conference with so little to offer as 
its of his worthiness for the work of the ministry, 
great kindness, the South Georgia Conference re 
ne ‘on trial’ in 1909.
om that humble circuit to which I was sent in that 
have travelled a worldwide circuit and had the

;e of being the ‘Ambassador’ of Methodism upon 
every continent of the earth.

. . That broken sepulcher in Joseph’s garden assures 
t God hath set the light of immortality in our hearts 
iot even death can put it out. Our Christian faith 
/er so confident, never so triumphant as when it 
rims the everlasting life.
We march, not toward the setting sun, but toward 
ight of morning; the light that shineth more and more 
the perfect day. This life and the next are one and 

t God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 
"The light that falls upon my pathway is the Light of 
Eternal Morning.’’
Bishop Cannon, officiating, said the day should be “a 

' of celebration, a day when we sing our hallelujahs to 
d” for the life of Bishop Moore.

“We are thankful we saw in him the example of the 
e we ought to live," Bishop Cannon said.

Dr. Louie D. Newton, a retired Southern Baptist 
mrchman who was a longtime friend of Bishop Moore. 
lUed him “a great preacher, a great statesman, and a 
real builder of Christian civilization.”

Newton said, "Now that vibrant voice is silent here, 
md that lucid pen moves no more across the page, but 
wery evening star will remind us that his spirit goes mar

emphatic words of local ASCS 
Director W. Carter Morton, Jr., are 
directed at farmers whose farm 
program crops have been destroyed 
or damaged by the recent drought in 
certain areas of Grady county.

Producers who believe they may 
be entitled to disaster payments 
under the Agriculture and Con­
sumer Protection Act of 1973 should 
notify the Grady county Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation 
Service office as soon as possible.

What they should NOT do, Morton
said, is plow under or otherwise 
destroy evidence of the crop damage 
until specifically advised by the 
county ASCS office that they may do 
so. Official determinations must be
made on the extent of loss.
“If a farmer believes that natural 

disaster has caused a substantial 
loss in yield of his program crops, he 
should notify the county office as 
soon as he can. He should not 
destroy the crop residue. If his loss 
is partial and he harvests some or all 
the crop, he should be ready to 
furnish evidence of the yield, such as 
warehouse receipts and smilar 
documents,” Morton said.

"Most important of all, he should 
keep in touch with the county ASCS 
office,” Morton added.

This is the first year in which 
ASCS is to make disaster payments
to eligible farmers who have sub­
stantial losses in production of 
program crops because of natural 
disaster. Program crops grown in 
Grady county include wheat, grain 
sorghum, corn, barley Upland
cotton.

The local ASCS chief pointed out 
that disaster payments are intended 
only to provide some relief to far­
mers whose cropland is so affected 
by natural disaster that they receive 
little or no income from production 
of the crop. The payments are not 
intended to compensate fully for the 
loss. Also, coverage extends only to 
planted acreage up to the historical 
allotment on each farm, not to 
acreage planted in excess of allot­
ment. The program is available 
without regard to race, color, creed, 
national origin, or sex.

More complete information on 
disaster payment provisions is
available from the County 
Office.
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MESSENGER 
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ASCS

i Cofer said that a June 25 
the Georgia Supremem ( 
law enforcement officers 
evidence in plain vie' 
roadblocks and road checl 
necessity of a search w 
another step toward unsh; 
enforcement officers and c 
safer streets for everyone

The State Supreme Cou 
stemmed from an appea 
decision relating to confisc 
evidence during a road bloc 
officer over a year ago al 
music festival at Jekyll 
Subsequent contesting of th 
lead to the State Supreme 
ruling which referred to a
Supreme Court ruling that ' 
certain circumstances the j 
may seize evidence in plain 
without a warrant.” Since 
evidence (marijuana) was in 
view in the current case, the ol 
had probable cause to search 
vehicle without a warrant, the 5 
Supreme Court said on June 1

Commissioner Cofer said the 
ruling clears up a lot of question: 
the part of law enforcement at 
legal vehicle searches. He < 
phasized that the ruling said tha 
search may be made only af 
criminal evidence is seen in ph 
view by the officer and that viola( 
consent or a search warrant is st 
necessary for searches for hiddi
evidence. The ruling furth< 
clarifies law enforcement’s right I 
conduct roadblocks and road check 
stating "police officials may set u 
highway roadblocks for the purposi 
of requiring motorists to displaj 
their driver's license, and that suck 
practice does not invade their right 
to use the public ways free from 
unreasonable and unwarranted 
interception. Nor does such a 
practice constitute an unlawful 
arrest or restraint or an illegal 
search contrary to the U. S. Con-
stitution."

The State Attorney General’s 
Office in a letter to State Patrol 
Commander Major Hugh Hardison 
interpreted the Supreme Court 
ruling to say (1) law enforcement 
officers may conduct roadblocks to 
check driver's licenses, car in­
spection stickers, motor vehicle 
registrations, and to apprehend 
fugitives and runaways, and (2) 
officers may seize evidence in plain 
view at the roadblock without a ,
search warrant.

Commissioner Cofer said that all 
members of the State Patrol would! 
be briefed on the decision . K/



3-M John Thurman

4M Muriel Ernest

5 M William Francis

Jan IS. 1918 
Bowling Green. Fla 
July 26. 1919 
Bowling Green. Fla

Apr 22. 1924 
Bowling Green. Fla

Jonny Ruth Jordon 
July 7. 1936 
1. Doshie Mae Jordon 
Jan 6 1937
2. Mary Ersurla Thompson 
July 3. 1945
Dorothy Mae Thompson 
Apr 18. 1952

References: Family Bible; Family Sources; Hardee Co.. Fla. Records.

HAWTHORN

Elder William Hawthorn was born about 1762 in North 
Carolina according to tradition, and was living in Bladen County 
between 1795 and 1798. according to land records. It is not known 
when he came to Georgia, but by 1820 he w'as in Pulaski County 
with his wife and five sons. Between this time and the year 1824 he 
made his way to the vacinity of Tired Creek, in Decatur County, 
thereby giving his name to the Hawthorn Trail.

Elder Hawthorn was a founder and first minister of the Tired 
Creek Primitive Baptist Church in 1826 at Sofkee in Old Decatur 
County; he was a prominent citizen and represented Decatur Coun­
ty as State Senator in 1827.

In 1830 Elder Hawthorn had only two sons still at home and his 
sons Jonathan Cliburn and Elias Owen were living nearby. Also in 
the neighborhood was Nathaniel Hawthorn, born in 1775. possibly a 
younger brother or nephew of Elder William. Nathaniel left Decatur 
County after 1830 but is found in Baker County in 1850.

Based on land records, it appears that Joshua Thomas 
Hawthorn, born 1813, and possibly A. Jackson Hawthorn, born 
1814 were also sons of Elder William Hawthorn. If not, they were 
certainly the sons of Nathaniel wrho moved to Baker County. 
Milbray Hawthorn who married James Kelly in Pulaski County in 
1819 appears to be a daughter since James Kelly was involved in the 
estate of Elder Hawthorn. In 1870, Mileachy, the daughter of Elder 
William Hawthorn was living in the household of Jackson 
Hawthorn who had returned to Decatur County.

HAWTHORN
Elder William HAWTHORN. Rev. Sol., Dl.l; Primitive Baptist .Min.. Sen. for Deca­
tur Co.. Ga.: Birth-c. 1760. N.C.; Marriage-prior 1793. prob Robeson Co.. N.C.; 
Death-May 15. 1846. Decatur Co., Ga.; Wife-Mileachy CLIBURN: Birth-bf. 1767, 
N.C.; Death-Mar. 26.1866, Decatur Co., Ga.
INSUe Birth Marriage Death
IF (Palsy! Martha 1793. North Carolina Robert Jones, prior 1827
2-M William Bryant 1809. North Carolina Elizabeth Jones 

Jan 26. l«37
Apr. 21. 1887

3 M Jonathan Cliborn 1800-1810 Nancy— died 1848
Norin Carolina Decatur Co . Ga.

4-M Elias Owen 1800-1810 Zeny Emmanuel
North Carolina Aug 30. 1827

Decatur Co.. Ga
5-M Timothy ino record!
6 F Mileachy (M illy I 1810, North Carolina never married after 1870

173
J
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two

The

coun

travels over the Dixie Highway today, 
traversing much of the same territory 
from Albany to Camilla, would not 
fail into this error, but viewing the

equivalent of the Indian name, 
pect that this creek received its 
from the first white man whose 
were to rest in Georgia soil.

DeSoto must have remained

I sus- 
name 
bones

inter of a 
freY'^with

magnificient homes

country for a desert, but

vicinity of Camp Flats and another 
near the Waterfall plantation. One 
of these must have been the village of 
Capachiqui. Man Bone Creek flows 
between these sites of ancient vil­
lages, tradition is that this creek was 
named for a man’s bones and from 
the best information obtainable it 
appears that the name was given by 
the surveyors surveying and mapping 
out the country and was the English

Georgia," page

vistas of pecan groves, the beautiful 
hedges or the fields of cotton, corn, 
motions, or peanuts would never think 
of this as having once been described 
as a desert, but rather as a wonderful 
land of promise. I wonder if these

try abounding with hills and running 
streams, with springs and a varied 
growth: At Capachiqui he was on the 
slough. A large stream flowed under 
the ground of which his expedition 
could know nothing. They found 
numerous streams flowing to the 
north or the northwest whose waters 
disappeared under the ground. Cross­
ing the slough and traveling north a 
marked change in the appearance of 
the country demanded instant atten­
tion. No longer were there running 
streams, or springs. The country was 
nearly level. They were likely in an 
"old harrican," the Indians had prob­
ably burned the grass and nothing 
was more natural than to mistake the

Spanish explorers had been more in­
tent upon the agricultural possibilities 
of this section or if they had been able 
to visualize the country as it now is, 
if the history of this section would 
have been the same or if a Spanish 
colony would not have been planted 
here rather than the scattering and 
half-hearted Spanish missions which 
came later.

We can not definitely determine the 
Indian village of Toalli but as it was 
within a ten days journey by the 
expedition from Capachiqui and with­
in a two days journey from the 
Ocmu'.gee river we must conclude 
that it was somewhere in the vicinity 
of the present County of Wilcox.

Not only is this section of Georgia 
the oldest explored part of the state 
but in all probability it is the oldest 
from point of continuous occupation 
by a Christian people. In Herbert E. 
Bolton's recent book, “Spain's Title to

had, so far been through

days in the vicinity of the slough and 
this Indian village, perhaps hurrying 
the dead and treating the wounded. 
He departed on the 11th, where Jones 
says, "Departing from Capachiqui on 
the Uth, and traversing a desert, the 
expedition had on the 21st, penetrated 
as far as Toalli." Here Jones draws 
conclusions from the use of the word 
desert. Had he been familiar with 
the country through which the line 
of march was traveling his conclusion 
would no doubt have been different. 
De Soto’s line of march from Anhayca

turkeys pointed the finger of proph- I
ecy. The Apalache Indians had long ’ |
been asking for missionaries, but for t
lack of funds and workers the peti­
tion could not be answered unti£_1633.
Then the guardian of the head mon-
astry at San Augustip trudged^ west- j I
ward and answet^d-J^* cair~~Tw«ity r\ ' fcJMLpM 
years later there^were nine flourish- J
ing missions at San Luis. Some of _ * I 
them drew neophites from the region . fl
that Is now southwestern Georgia."

The'Indians living within the pres- /' y I ]
ent boundaries of Grady county were / r J. ’ W ’ )
certainly friendly to the whites and/- VJL\i \ h ’> [
while the settlers in other sections . I U ' 1
were having their troubles those in 
this section lived in perfect friendli- * \ X
ness and accord. These two follow- If y
ing incidents will illustrate the spirit Jfj’' 

friendliness that existed between v / \ \ a
the two races.

Elder William Hawthorn first set­
tled along the waters of Tired Creek. 
At the time of making this settlement 
a small Indian village was located 
near the forks of the roads beyond 
the creek on the lower Whigham road. 
These Indians remained friendly and

new movement was Apali
San Luis (now Tallahassee) as its 
focus. Towards this important re­
gion in the back countguEfench jand 
English pirafes^on the Gulf, empty 
flour barrels at San Augustin, and the 
demand of the royal fleets for wild
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cause
the white settlers suspect!W
ner as to leave evidence

timber. He located the call as 
ing from among the branches 
large oak. Creeping forward 
lessly and keeping another

friendly Indians of being guilty of his 
assassination, thinking in this manner 
to cause a breach which would involve 
the friendly Indians in the, then pre­
vailing, Indian war.

Soon after day one morning Elder 
Hawthorne heard a turkey yelping in 
the nearby woods. He secured his 
rifle and went to look for the tur­
key, but instead of going straight 
from the house he took a circuitous 
route so as to approach the sound of 
the turkey call from the growth of

com- 
of a 
nois- 
large

afforded Elder Hawthorn evejy aid 
and assistance in establishing himself. 
One of the orphaned Indians was pro­
vided for by Hawthorn and remained 
as a member of his household for 
seven years. When the trouble broke 
out between the whites and Indians 
from neighboring settlements neither 
the whites nor Indians here were in­
volved to any considerable extent, if 
at all. Other Indians were dissatis­
fied with this condition and sought to 
create trouble. In furtherance of this 
desire a scheme was devised to as­
sassinate Hawthorne in such a man­

tree between him and the tree in 
which he supposed the turkey to be, 
he approached quite close to the sup­
posed turkey. Looking around the 
tree for the turkey he was startled by 
an arrow which struck the tree just 
a few inches from his head and 
glanced off. He recognized at once 
that the supposed turkey was an In­
dian seeking to entice him within 
reach to kill him. He knew his dan­
ger. While he had his gun he did 
not know the exact location of the 
Indian. He could neither retreat or 
move without taking the risk of re­
ceiving an arrow. After considering 
for some time and remaining entirely 
motionless he determined upon what 
appeared to him the only safe course 
of action. Having reached his decis­
ion he examined the priming of his 
gun and seeing that everything was 
in readiness, exposed himself just 
long enough to tempt another arrow 
from the Indian, which missed. Tak­
ing advantage of the time necessary 
for the Indian to secure another ar­

row and fit it to the string Haw­
thorne stepped from concealment and 
shot the Indian from the tree.

He failed to recognize the Indian 
and left him lying where he fell. Re­
turning to the house he dispatched the 
Indian lad who was living with him to 
the village of the friendly Indians 
with the news of what had happened. 
The Indians came and looked over the 
ground after which they dispatched a 
runner to the village in what is now 
Thomas county where the Indian be­
longed and these Indians came and 
took the body away. In this way their 
scheme was foiled and the whites and 
Indians still remained friendly..

As the troubles grew more serious 
between the Indians in other sections 
runners were sent out calling the 
whites and their families into the fort 
near Bainbridge. The settlers did not 
want to go. They discussed the mat­
ter with their Indian neighbors and 
the Indians advised them to go to the 
fort and promised to care for the 
property of the whites, and thus it 
was arranged. The white settlers all 
resorted to the forts for protection 
from the Indians and the Indians cared 
for their property. After the trou­
ble was over and the white people re­
turned to their homes they found 
their cows and calves, their hens and 
biddies and all their property cared 
for just as well as if they had remain­
ed to look after it themselves.

These traditions have been given to 
me by children and grandchildren of 
the first settlers. I remember only 
one of the first settlers, Millie (Ward) 
Hester, and remember only one cir­
cumstance as related by her, never­
theless these circumstances have come 
from so many sources that I believe 
they are correct in all important par­
ticulars. .

There are now residents in this sec­
tion, descendants of first settlers who 
trace their descent from one line of 
Indian ancestry, and there is but lit- 
t.e doubt that there was an infusion 
of Spanish blood among the Indians 
here long before the advent of the 
English race.

W. I. MacIntyre, of Thomasville, 
has compiled a complete list of heads 

! of families for this section covering 
I the period 1830 and 1840. Let those 
I who have a remaining doubt as to the 
I character of our people procure this


