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VSU’s Halloween policy

Bryce Ethridge
Stare WRiTER
bjethridge@valdosta.edu

Halloween is on Monday and
some students may even want to
wear their costumes around cam-
pus, but does VSU allow that?

“There is no policy,” said Dr.
Vincent Miller, Vice President of
Student Affairs.

With this revelation, students
probably feel like they can pretty
much wear anything they want,
but Dr. Miller had something to
say about that.

“Be smart with what you
wear,” he said.

The vice president said he
wanted to emphasize that when
he said “be smart,” he just wanted
to strongly suggest that students
not wear anything on their face.
He also wanted to say that if a
student decides to wear a costume
to class they should not display
any disruptive or distractive
behavior or by the terms stated in
the student handbook. If the terms
are violated a teacher can dismiss
a student from class. Another
thing that Dr. Miller suggested is
that students should not dress up
as clowns, considering all that’s
happening with clowns around
the country.
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Campus Rec Events

- The “Big Pink Volleyball
Tournament” will be held Nov. 5
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 6v6 teams.
There’s a $15 entry fee per team,
which will be donated to Breast
Cancer Awareness. Register on
IMLeagues and pay at check in.
Winners receive a price.

- The “Blacklight Dodgeball Tour-
nament” will be held Nov. 17 at the
raquetball courts. Registration ends

VSYou: The V-State

Student Experience
The Black Student League, in
collaboration with the Department
of Diversity and Inclusion, will
discuss student experiences and

“VSU promotes or advocates for”

at 7 p.m. They will also discuss
needed demographical changes
for students. All students are
encouraged to attend.

Graduate School Info
Fair
The Graduate Schools Info Fair
wil be held at the University
Center Magnolia Room Nov. 3
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Graduate
school representatives will be on
hand and all students interested
in pursuing higher education
are invited to attend and ask
questions.

Nov. 15 at Midnight on IMLeagues.

how they compare to the experience

tonight in the Student Union Theatre

Announcements

to

Want to have your event featured in our Announcements section? Email your
information to Editor-in-Chief Gabe Burns at gcburns@valdosta.edu.

There will be a Benefits and
Wellness Fair today from 10 a.m.

Ballrooms. The even with have free
mini-manicures, free massages and
other giveaways. There will also be
chances to win Wild Adventures,
gift cards and a Garmin Vivofit
Activity Tracker.

Fall Career Expo

VSU’s fall career expo will be
held today in the University
Center Magnolia room from

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The Office of

Career Opportunities suggests
attendees arrive early, dress

professionally and bring
resumes.

“Are We Alone?”

The VSU Planetarium is hosting
its second show of the semester
with “Are We Alone?”” Nov. 4.

It is presented by Dr. Cecilia
Barnbaum and will be shown
at 7, 8 and 9 p.m. Admission is
free but seating is limited to 47
guests per show.

Benefits and Wellness
Fair

2 p.m in the Student Union

The Spectator Classifieds

The Spectator prints
free classifieds for current
students of Valdosta State
University only. These must
be no more than 40 words,
or a $18.50 charge will ap-
ply. Classifieds for faculty,
staff, student organizations,
student-owned businesses
and the general public cost
$18.50 for up to 40 words.

Ads should be sent to the
Spectator or delivered to our
office in 1238 Hopper Hall.
The deadline is 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, a week prior. If payment
applies, it should be submit-
ted in a sealed envelope at
the time the ad is placed or
paid via Mastercard, Visa,
Discover or electronic check
online through Aimee Napier,

Advertising Manager. Email
Aimee Napier at Spec Ad-
vertising@valdosta.edu to
pay online.

Ads must be accompanied
by the name and phone num-
ber of the person submitting
the ad. Students must also
submit their VSU Student ID
number. Ads must be resub-
mitted each week, as neces-
sary.

The Spectator address
is: 1500 N. Patterson St.,
Valdosta, GA 31698. Our
email address is spec_ad-
vertising@valdosta.edu.

The Spectator reserves the
right to reject any classified
ad. All ads are subject to
standard editing procedures.
The Spectator is not respon-

sible for mistakes due to a
submitted error. The catego-
ries for classifieds include:
For Sale, For Rent, Sublease,
Wanted, Roommate, Services,
Personals and Employment.

Room For Rent

1 BD/1 BTH for Rent
$400 in 3 Bdr/2 Bth house
w/pond access on cul-de-
sac off Bemiss Rd. Totally
electric, w/d, full kitchen,
DSL. 2 mths up front (1/
mth dep) Text 229-200-
3061 or email acnapier@
valdosta.edu if you are in-
terested. Must love cats.
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Mediacom out, VSU

contracts with Philo

Jada Dukes
Starr WRITER
ildukes@valdosta.edu

VSU has ended its contract with
Mediacom; Philo is now the only
on-campus television provider for
the next three years.

Philo was introduced to the
student body at the beginning of
the 2016 spring semester. The
DVR feature and unlimited online
access provided by Philo were
among highlighted features. Ac-
cording to their website, Philo.
com, “Philo is a next-generation
IPTV platform lets viewers watch
content on their favorite devices.”

Prior to Philo’s introduction, the
cable provider known as Media-
com provided the traditional form
of cable that can only be accessed
through a coaxial cable. Ac-
cording to Philo.com, Philo was
created by two Harvard Univer-
sity students and is now provid-
ing services to college campuses
nationwide.

The decision to switch from
cable to Philo was partially
prompted by the results of surveys
that had been passed out to stu-
dents who live in residence halls.

“We did some surveying of our
students the past couple years
our students responded that they
weren’t even using cable really,”
Assistant Director of Residence
Life Mark McNally said. “A lot
of them were already watching
things be it through YouTube or
just Facebook.”

VSU still had to take into
account those who don’t own a
multitude of devices that would
allow them access to Philo. The
surveys played a role in this as
well because the data showed that
most students were bringing one
device in particular to school.
McNally said that the data from

the surveys showed that students
were, “Bringing their smartphones
to school at least, so students can
pull it up on that any time.”

“[With] cable you could only
watch on your TV and nothing
else, now we’re going with Philo
which is something that you can
watch on a lot of stuff,” McNally
said.

Unfortunately that isn’t the case
for everyone as some students are
experiencing technical difficul-
ties with the online television
provider.

“The only thing that I don’t like
is that Philo is not working on
campus for the Roku systems,”
Carmea Lawrence, sophomore,
said.

Lawrence said that she feels
inconvenienced with Philo not
working for her Roku device
and that she has been in contact
with several people including IT
services who told her that Roku
devices do not support Philo
altogether.

“I’ve tried to get mine set up
multiple times since the beginning
of the school year and they came
and told me the same thing,”
Lawrence said. “They said that
they are working with Philo to try
and get that fixed but for now it
won’t work at all on the Rokus.”

Other students are pleased with
the changes and appreciate the
new DVR feature.

“I like that I can catch some
of my favorite shows when they
come on Philo.” Stephon Coons,
sophomore said. Coons’s only
complaint is that the services are
sometimes slow due to a bad Wi-
Fi connection.

According to McNally, Philo
has 24 hour customer service and
students should submit all inqui-
ries there if they wish to have an
issue resolved.

SGA proposes impeachment

Juston Lewis
StArF WRITER
justlewis@valdosta.edu

A rarity occurred at the weekly
SGA meeting when Senator Dil-
lon Rountree was proposed for
impeachment by Senator Aisha
Johnson.

SGA held its weekly public
meeting on Monday night even
with the absence of SGA president
Maya Mapp who was in At-
lanta working on the Presidential
Search Committee. The meeting
was conducted by SGA vice presi-
dent Othellious Cato and other
members of the executive board.

Throughout the course of the
meeting the topics of business
shifted from appropriating funds
for the Honors Association’s Roll-
ing Meadows Carnival to donning
support for the Black Student
League’s “VSYou: V-State
Experience?” forum happening
this week. Walker Lee was also
approved as a judicial justice of
SGA. SGA is also in discussion
with parking and transportation to
add section G of Oak parking lot
to overnight parking which would
allow for additional parking for
students.

When the executive board
opened the floor to all senators,
Aisha Johnson motioned for the
impeachment of Senator Dillon
Rountree.

Johnson accused Rountree of
not influencing SGA in a posi-
tive manner. Johnson listed two
instances where Rountree posted
into a Valdosta State Class of
2018 Facebook group page and
received outrage from other
students. One of those instances
came from a post by a Black Stu-
dent League member about a cel-
ebration that Kendrick Johnson’s
family was having for what would
have been his 21st birthday.

Rountree commented on the
post: “Y’all are just milking this

kid’s death at this point.”

That comment was not re-
ceived well and garnered a large
response from multiple students
on the post. One of the students
brought this issue to the atten-
tion of President Mapp and Vice
President Cato to which Rountree
responded: “Crying to them, re-
ally? That’s just childish.”

Rountree backed his responses
by quoting numerous civil and
federal officials that had looked
into the case. He also posted a
reddit.com link to back his com-
ments and the position he took.

Senator Johnson listed a
second incident on Facebook
where Rountree posted in that
same group that if you are voting
democratic you should stay home
and vote online. Johnson said this
post was in poor taste because of
the close relationship that SGA
has with Lowndes County and its
assistance with voter registration
in the community.

“I understand freedom of
speech but once you post on a
public VSU page you are repre-
senting us, and not just yourself,”
Johnson said during the debate.

Johnson’s points were not
strong enough to influence mem-
bers of the senate to put Rountree
on trial. Only five of the senators
voted in favor of a trail while the
remaining senators abstained from
voting.

With this being a rarity it was a
question of if the procedure was
followed and done appropriately
but Othellious Cato made sure to
do everything properly in Mapp’s
absence.

“All of the proceedings were
done appropriately and by the
rules,” Cato said.

During the debate Rountree was
seen laughing almost in a sarcastic
manner and he admitted that he
was annoyed by the process.

“A few things they said were

blatant lies,” Rountree said after
the meeting. “When someone
goes and lies in public about you
and I couldn’t actually say any-
thing at the moment, all I could do
was shake my head that did annoy
me a little bit.”

Rountree talked about integrity
and how important it was to him
and he showed that by staying
grounded.

“To be honest I probably won’t
be hopping on the 2018 Facebook
page anymore,” Rountree said.

“I refuse to tone it back on my
personal Facebook page because
I don’t post anything that is
particularly egregious on there. |
didn’t think those two posts were
particularly egregious but people
did take issue and it caused a
controversy.”

Johnson said she wasn’t against
him freely speaking but thought
that as a SGA senator he should
not have fed into the controversy.
She said that he shouldn’t have
continued to reply and he should
not have brought this attention to
SGA.

Johnson said that she does not
want her actions to give SGA a
“bad look™ and hopes her actions
will actually encourage more stu-
dents to join the organization.

“By me bringing up this issue,
I hope that students see this is
not how a senator should act and
senators will see that they aren’t
just representing themselves but
they represent VSU’s entire stu-
dent body.”

Johnson said she doesn’t know
how things will be going forward.

“This is the first time I’ve
actually put someone up for
impeachment. This is the first time
it has happened since I’ve been
in SGA,” Johnson said. “I won’t
have any personal bias against
him and I will treat him like any
other SGA senator.”

VSU Department of Philosophy & Religious Studies

Philosophy and Religious Studies Courses in Spring 2017

« Ashley Hall . 229.333.5949
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Our point of view...

End culture appropriation
Halloween should be a day of fun

not a day to insult and inflame

Examples of non-culture appropriating costumes.

MCTCAMPUS

With Halloween weekend upon us, students are making plans
to either spend the time gorging on sour straws or donning a loan
cloth for a costume party. For those heading out for a bit of ghoul-y

fun, costumes are the biggest part. Obviously.

While most overlook the repercussions, culturally problematic
costumes should be present in mind when out shopping for that
“perfect” costume. From culture appropriation to just flat out racist
Halloween attire, people need to think before they make that big

purchase.

In some way or another, everyone partakes in cultural appro-
priation. We borrow clothes and ideas from other cultures without
noticing. Which is fine. It’s ok to be ignorant to connotations that
some costumes may have, but you’re an adult, you should have
some knowledge of how and why costumes could be deemed

“bad”.

From people donning do-rags and slapping multiple coats of
bronzer on themselves to appear “darker” to doing half-assed
attempts at Spanish accents while wearing the ever-stereotypical
sombrero, there are obvious lines that should not be crossed.

Nationwide, there have been more and more cases of students
stupidly wearing “blackface.” It’s like clockwork. No matter how
much flack people get for doing it, every year there’s always a new

crop of people doing it.

While you may receive a show of approval for your Halloween
costumes from your friends, some costumes can still be culturally
insensitive to others. There will always be a costume that offends
someone but when it comes to Halloween, many take it too far.

You should try to be wittier rather than lowering yourself to
dressing up as a racist stereotype. Try harder. Seriously.

When you choose how you dress yourself on Halloween night,
keep in mind how it may affect other people. It may not be worth it

if it’s hurtful to an entire segment of society.

So as you’re scrounging around for a last minute costume, think

before you purchase.

This editorial was written by a member of the editorial staff and
expresses the general opinion of The Spectator.

Disney thankfully recalls costume

Mayah Cantave
Manacine Epitor
mcantave@valdosta.edu

In light of Disney’s upcoming
release of the movie “Moana,”
Disney has halted its sales of a
costume inspired by one of it’s
characters.

The costume is based on the
depiction of Maui, a main char-
acter whose attire represents the
custom Polynesian culture. The
costume featured pants and a long
sleeve shirt covered in Polynesian
tattoos to resemble the skin of
Maui. The costumes arms, legs
and torso come padded to em-
body the physique of the charac-
ter. Also included in the costume
is a faux grass skirt and “photore-
alistic teeth art appliqués.

Many people are outraged
because Disney turned Maui’s
brown skin into a costume ac-
cessory. Audiences around the
world claim the costume screams
cultural appropriation. According
to the Cambridge Dictionary, cul-
tural appropriation is described as
“the act of taking or using things
from a culture that is not your

own, especially without showing
that you understand or respect its
culture.”

Disney has so far proved
to continually make efforts to
include other cultural representa-
tions. However, their efforts lack
in not offending the cultures they
try to imitate and represent even
though representatives say they
were conscious in staying as close
to the actual culture traditions as
possible.

Disney has since removed the
costume from the stores and its
website.

“The team behind Moana has
taken great care to respect the
cultures of the Pacific Islands that
inspired the film, and we regret
that the Maui costume has offend-
ed some,” said Disney representa-
tives. “We sincerely apologize
and are pulling the costume from
our website and stores.”

Disney’s decision to pull the
costume was a smart and strategic
plan likely meant to sway audi-
ences before the release of the
movie.

Offending critics and audiences
could proove problematic espe-
cially if Disney wants to make its

movie a success.

The Maui costume is consid-
ered culturally offensive because
the costume is replicating a
culture not just a character.

It’s on the same offensive spec-
trum as the ‘black face’ costume,
where people covered their face,
hands, and body with black paint
to resemble a darker skin person.
‘Black face’ is used more to poke
fun of a race instead of appreciat-
ing and respecting it. The Maui
costume is essentially the same
thing.

In the future, Disney should be
more mindful of how they choose
to market their characters. If all
else fails the decision to buy Hal-
loween costumes for children is
up to the parents.

Parents should take oppor-
tunities like this to teach their
children about other cultures and
traditions. Also, parents should
take the time to teach their chil-
dren how to respect others and to
try their hardest not to offend.

The best way to make a change
is to systematically change the
system. To teach others how to
not be culturally insensitive or
racist.

Men’s beauty deserves celebration

Kelsey Dickerson
Coureee Lire Epitor
kedickerson@valdosta.edu

On Oct. 11 CoverGirl tweeted
out an announcement of their
newest CoverGirl, who just so
happened to be a boy.

The newest face of CoverGirl,
James Charles, known to his
followers as jcharelsbeauty is a
17-year-old Instagram-famous
beauty guru who, according to
his Instagram account, has only
been using makeup on himself for
a year.

Charles first garnered media at-
tention for a Twitter post from his
senior picture appointment where
he brought his own ring-light.
“So I retook my senior photos
and brought my ring light with
me so my highlight would be
poppin’. I love being extra,” he
said in the picture caption.

The new CoverGirl campaign
includes Katy Perry, and has
received mixed reactions.

Most comments on CoverGirl’s
twitter announcement were posi-
tive, congratulatory replies, but
some users seem to take issue
with Charles’s gender. “You’re
a boy in drag, not a woman. You
don’t even fit the byline of the
company. Who is this for? Not
women.” said one woman in re-
ply to COVERGIRL’s announce-
ment post.

But other users had no issue
with Charles’s gender identity,

James Charles’ headshot for Covergirl.

only that CoverGirl hadn’t chosen
a more seasoned and professional

is what is wrong with the beauty
industry!!! Pic a hard working
real talented lic pro!” commented
one user.

CoverGirl’s decision to hire
a male as their newest face is a
good step towards breaking down
United States gender barriers that
deal with masculinity and beauty,
but their intentions seem ques-
tionable. The campaign seems
gimmicky, if CoverGirl wanted
to highlight men in beauty, why
didn’t they feature an older, more

COVERGIRL

experienced male makeup artist?

If CoverGirl was trying to
show that anyone could do
makeup, it seems like they tried
to cram too many groups onto
one person. CoverGirl should
have thought to feature multiple
boys in makeup, both seasoned
veterans and new artists to show
that men using makeup is not a
new trend, but has been around
for decades.

While their motives were ques-
tionable, their example is one to
be followed. More beauty-centric
magazines need to recognize and
celebrate men in beauty.
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Visit Valdosta haunted houses Individuals have right to preferred pronouns

Expect a good scare from everywhere

Haunted Houses are all over Valdosta.

Bryce Ethridge
Starr WRITER
bjethridge@valdosta.edu

Halloween is one of the biggest
holidays of the year. People are
either getting scared or waiting in
the streets for free candy.

One of the main attractions is
haunted houses. Unfortunately,
Valdosta only has a few to go
to this year, but that is made up
for with stuff that’ll haunt your
nightmares.

First up is Wild Adventures’
Terror in the Wild. For Halloween,
Wild Adventures is turning certain
parts of the park into haunted
attractions, experiences and scare
zones.

There are four of each, all with
a unique theme to terrorize your
mind.

In order of least scary to most
scary, the attractions are Lost
Land, Drained, Camp Hack-A-
Way, and Clown Chaos. Lost Land
did not have much going on inside
the attraction with the exception
of the animatronic dinosaurs mak-
ing noise as you walked by. It’s
only until the end when someone
dressed as a zombie or crazy cave-
man pops out at you or invades
your personal space. It’s more
for kids than teenagers or college
students.

Drained isn’t so much scary, as
it is startling. Employees dressed
up as psychopaths or mutants
bang on fences and occasionally
roar to scare the people who dare
pass through their domain. The
part of this attraction that makes
it scary is the fog machine that
reduces your field of vision so you
won’t know what’s coming and
the strobe light that makes it seem
like you are in a horror movie
while making you a bit dizzy.

Camp Hack-A-Way takes you
through a boardwalk in the for-
est with random people in either
camouflage or an asylum escapee
popping out as you walk by.

The attraction takes you through
the den of a homicidal maniac
where you see many severed
limbs, skeletons, shrunken heads,
and tortured people. Along the
way you encounter several psy-
chopaths who hide in the cre-
vasses waiting to get at you and
at the end, a crazed lunatic with a
chainsaw chases you away.

Clown Chaos is the scariest out
of all the attractions playing on the
phobia of clowns. The attraction
takes you through a maze, passing
multiple crazy and psychopathic
clowns.

The most interesting part about
this attraction is how the maze
leads to two rooms where your
vision is taken away and all you
can see is the few glowing spots
around the room. It’s hard to find
the exit out of both rooms, as it
blends in with the wall and you
have to worry about the clowns all
around you, especially the one that
crawls around your feet.

Overall Wild Adventures gets a
7.5 out of 10.

The next haunted house is

Bryce Ethridge/ THE SPECTATOR

Moody Haunted House, which is
a very interactive attraction. This
haunted house is quite popular
with the locals and if you come
too late, there will be a long line.

While you stand in line, various
employees dressed as either a
creepy clown, Mike Meyers, or
chainsaw wielding psychopath
will come to scare you.

If they feel like you’re really
scared of them, they’l1l follow
you through the haunted house.
Inside of the attraction are four
zones. They are: the scary forest,
disaster zone, clown zone, and
the insane asylum zone.

The first you pass through is
the asylum zone where you hear
monsters and patients bang on
walls, scream from electroshock
therapy, or watch them in cages.
It eventually leads you to a pa-
tient attempting to hang them-
selves right before the next zone
which is the clown zone.

In here your field of vision
is lowered and clowns wait for
you in crevasses of darkness.
The next zone is the scary forest
where you walk across a rickety
bridge filled with a thick fog and
monsters roar in the background.
Make sure you watch out for
some of the monsters on the
bridge though.

The last zone is the disaster
zone where you see what happens
when you drink, drive, then die.
For those of you with arachno-
phobia who thought you were
safe, think again because you get
to see a giant spider web up a car.
At the end of it all you’re chased
out by the chainsaw wielding
psychopath. Overall it gets a 8.5
out of 10.

While these attractions are out
there, VSU’s very own haunted
trail is open from Oct.24 through
the 28. Go out and get your Hal-
loween spirit on.

WORKSHOPS WILL BE HELD:

Hunter Terrell
CIRCULATION MANAGER
hlterrell@valdosta.edu

Numerous universities across
the nation have implemented a
pronoun policy in which stu-
dents are allowed to identify
and specify who they wish to be
addressed as, regardless of prior
gender stigmas and limitations.

With this policy in full affect
at universities such as Harvard,
University of Michigan and Ohio
University, all school faculty and
staff members are expected to
respect each individuals’ chosen
pronoun and may face penalty for
not doing so.

“I think it’s cool we have made
it this far in society. I’'m proud
to live in a time where people

can identify as they please and be
respected for it on more than just
a personal level,” said Mallory

King, freshman, sociology major.

Unfortunately, there are some
who do not support nor take this
act of gender liberation seriously.

One student in particular, Grant
Strobl, a junior and chairman of
the conservative student orga-
nization at Michigan University
asked to be referred to as “His
Majesty.”

Strobl tells USA TODAY
College that he doesn’t believe
words like “ze” and “they” are
real pronouns that should be used
to refer to an individual person.
Other students have also mocked
this policy by asking to be called
“daddy,” “goddess” and “your
mom.”

It even got as far as the Uni-
versity of Tennessee being forced
by upset state politicians to take
down a school post early August
that briefly suggested students to
use alternative pronouns.

“There is disrespect, and then
there is just being ugly. It’s rather
inhumane actually,” said Dallas
Workley, sophomore, “Just be-
cause it doesn’t specifically apply
to you, doesn’t mean it doesn’t to
the person next to you.”

Addressing individuals with
gender-free pronouns is both
inclusive and liberating for ev-
eryone involved. It gives people
the option to be comfortable with
themselves in a public place,
rather than just at home.

We should know better than to
be so disrespectful.

Interested in how elected officials make decisions?

Ever wonder if political candidates consider their decisions
from ethical points of view?

What makes a good government leader?

Interested in Political Science or the MPA graduate program?

Consider Taking
Ethics & Public Administration

PHIL 4220 in Spring 2016!

« Tomorrow! Friday, 10/28
from 3:30 pm-5:00 pm
(in the New Media Center of Odum Library)

Step 1: Attend a workshop on Best Practices for
Pre and Post Video Production with Kyle Culpepper

Step 2: Make your video about how to handle
college life, study skills, and other important topics,
using either your own smartphone or VSU flipcam
from the New Media Center!

Step 3: submit your video to the VSU Experience

Video Contest to be held during Spring 2017!
Registration information will be available at

tinyurl.com/vsuexperience. You could win up to $500

if your video is selected as the best in its category!

E-mail questions to kwculpepper@valdosta.edu -

LEARN HOW TO MAKE

EXCELLENT VIDEOS!
RULES OF ELIGIBILITY

« Be a registered full-time VSU student
(both Fall 2016 & Spring 2017 semesters)

« Be in good standing academically

« Must submit video by posted deadline

in Spring 2017

to be used by VSU

« Must sign a release for videos

*Entrants are strongly encouraged to attend at least

one of the workshops offered in October to prepare
their video in line with VSU branding standards.

VSU VIDEO CONTEST sponsored by PROJECT INNOVATE!



















s & Technology: Social Mec

The best way to stud
ical issues in using social
take this class onlii

Fun & interactive examp
Blazeview, Twitter, Facebo
Instagram, & othe

social media platfor

Explore how we navigate |
debates, & relationsh
using social media
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