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JI’S 60-58

F Faldosta’s Bennett Crowds
Past Dickens in 1-AAA Race

By ELLWOOD MOYER 
Special to The Constitution 

COLUMBUS—When Bruce Ben­
nett scored one of the three Val­
dosta touchdowns in the Wildcat 
win over the Moultrue Packers 
Friday, he replaced the ideal Joel 
Dickens of Willingham as the lead­
ing scorer in 1-AAA.

At the same time sophomore 
Kenny Ruffer picked up the other 
two Valdosta scores, one on an 
85-yard punt return, the other be­
ing a 45-yard pass from Bennett, 
to move into third place in the 
scoring race.

Thus with three weeks of play 
yet to go, Bennett paces the 10- 
team region in scoring with a 
total of 60 points while Dickens 
is two points away with 58 and 
Ruffer is six points shy at 54.

Also still in the race is La­
nier’s Mickey Rivers who has 
48 points as he scored the Poets’ 
only touchdown in the La­
Grange game. Jerry Doyal of 
Albany added two touchdowns 
in the Baker game to move into 

; fifth place with 42 points.
While the individual race re­

mains a five-way affair, the Val­
dosta Wildcats of Coach Wright

Bazemore moved another step 
closer to the 1960 Region football 
championship as they disposed of 
Moultrie, 21-0, and now only Wil­
lingham, Warner Robins and La­
Grange stand in the way of an 
undefeated season for Valdosta.

The Rams and Demons do not 
figure to give the ‘Cats too much 
trouble but the final game of the 
season on Nov. 11 with LaGrange 
at LaGrange could be a close one.

The Grangers of Coach Oliver 
Hunnicutt have lost but one game 
this season and that was 6-0 to 
Albany. However should LaGrange 
upset Valdosta, then it is pos­
sible for the Cats, the Grangers 
and the Albany Indians all to end 
up in a three-way tie.

Albany, a 6-0 winner over La­
Grange in LaGrange, 1 o s t to 
Valdosta there, 7-0. The Indians 
played these two machines on 
successive weekends.

The Valdosta record this season 
is a most impressive one. The 
‘Cats, in rolling up their seven 
straight wins, have scored a total 
of 27 touchdowns, converted 20 
times for a 185-point total with 
a field goal by Giles Smith thrown 
in against Thomasville.

Incidentally, only four touch­
downs have been scored against 
the ‘Cats this season and two of 
these were by the Baker Lions in 
the season opener.

Chances are now that the lead­
ing individual scorer in the re­
gion will fall short of the 100-point 
total.

A check-through play for the 
past 11 years finds that five of 
these past leaders went over the 
100-point total.

The region scoring record was

’Dosta Kept Nulling Until 
Tough Rams Were Beaten 1

Coach Wright Bazemore will give only a sly grin * 
when you ask what he had to say to his Valdosta Wild- I 
cats at half time during their game with the Willingham 
Rams.

But one must admit that the situation in the last two 
periods offered quite a contrast to what happened in 
the first two stanzas.

Valdosta notched a 21-0 vic- !
tory, but for 
Rams played 
al stand still.

However,

two stanzas the 
them to a virtu-

the mark of a
good team is one that can shake 
off early setbacks and keep 
nulling until the opposition 
gives. That’s exactly what the 
’Cats did and they came off 
the field winners of their 
eighth straight game and still 
in possession of the Region 1- 
AAA lead.

It was rather ironical that 
on Saturday morning after the 
game I received a letter from 
a pair of Emory University 
students named Freeman Den­
nis and Jimmy Parrish chid­
ing me for saying VHS was 
facing a “toughie” in Willing­
ham. The letter was written 
before the tilt. GLASSMAN

I was accused of being a “pessimist” in regards to the Wildcats 
chances against a team like Willingham which had a so-so 3-3-1 
record. They obviously felt the ’Cats would romp to an easy win.

Let’s just say that I always have and always will take a 
realistic approach to high school football.

In a league as well balanced as 1-AAA anyone can beat anyone 
else in any given game. And I learned early in my journalist career 
that won-loss records in football can not be used as an accurate 
measure of a team’s real strength.

Victories Must Be Earned
Valdosta’s scout report indicated Willingham was “tough.” 

Many other coaches around the league who had played and beaten 
the “Rams” rate coach Billy Henderson’s crew “tough.”

And for two periods last Friday night they more than lived up 
to their reputation. Dennis and Parrish can get confirmation of 
this from the VHS players who saw action against the visitors from 
Macon.

The view expressed by the boys from Emory is typical of that 
of many fans. They let the winning glitter of the team they are 
pulling for blind them to the fact that triumphs are not handed 
out on silver platters, but must be earned by hard work and de­
termination against stiff competition.

It is easy to be an "authority" after a foe has been met and 
beaten. But it is a different matter to try to call the shots before 
a game is played. The Emory students tried it in the case of the 
Willingham Rams and missed the mark by a mile. Now they 
know how we sports writers feel when we either underestimate 
or overestimate the strength of a team.

But then I’m no prophet. I’m simply a reporter who takes the 
facts which are available and evaluate them with the experiences 
I’ve had in this crazy mixed up business they call sports. Some­
times I’m right and sometimes I’m wrong. I’d say my score down 
through the years is about even.

I will say that I was wrong about my preseason estimate of 
the Wildcats. I honestly did not believe that a team as small and 
young as this one would reach this stage of the season unbeaten 
and ahead of the 1-AAA pack. But then that same view was shared 
by many others around the league.

Always Two Sides to A Story
It is a decided credit to the Wildcats and to the men who guide 

them that they have proved me and the others wrong. The Val­
dosta players have “paid the price” and they must keep paying 
it if they are to have a chance to gain championship honors.

But let’s get the record straight on one count. I’m darn glad 
the Wildcats are rolling along just as they are. On the one hand I’m 
a Wildcat fan who truly believes they are the greatest. On the other 
hand, as a reporter I must always keep in mind there are other 
teams which deserves recognition for the talent and ability they 
have to offer.

There are always two sides to any story. Any readers who 
are offended because I try to give my honest views on both 
sides of the story had best start passing up the reading of my 
articles. I don't plan to change my ways in regards to this 
matter.

Here, in a few words, is my opinion about, the VHS-Willing- 
ham game. The Rams are a tough, well coached team. But Val­
dosta, with its second half surge, proved its superiority. The 
Wildcats won by a three touchdown margin. But they had to work 
for the triumph. There was no time for coasting last Friday night 
^..Cleveland Field. And the won-loss records of the two teams 
gave no indication of what was going, to happen when they met.
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VMS Faces In Opener
Lions To Send Veteran 
Crew Against Wildcats

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta’s young, but hopeful Wildcats.will be facini 
a veteran crew when they go against the Baker Lions 
Columbus in their season opener here Friday night.

The contest, an important Reg-1 ..... .------
ion 1-AAA affair, is slated for 8 
n m. at Cleveland Field.

VHS grid boss Wright Base* 
more and Lions’ coaching chief 
Bubba Ball announced their prob- 
able starting lineups. There is a 
decided contrast between them.

The Wildcats will go with five 
sophomores, two juniors and only 
four seniors on its attack unit. 
Baker will counter with a starting 
eleven that will be composed of 
10 seniors and a junior.

While the VHS line will average 
just 168? and the backfield 157. 
the Lions have a 186 average in 
the line and a 169 pounds-per- 
man setup in the backfield.

Here’s the way they will look: 
VALDOSTA — Ends Bill Holtz-

claw (150, soph.) 
jr.),

and Bunky 
tackles BillHenry (160, , .

Schroer (175, soph.) and Bill Mid­
diet on (183, soph.) or Skipper

. Prewitt (178, jr.), guards Jimmy 
Adams (182, sr.) and Ray Ben­
nett (163, sr.), center Allen Holt
(165, quarterback Bruce

Valdosta Quarterback Corps Ready To Go On Firing Line
Rick Thomas, Bruce Bennett, Tommy Tart and Butch Luke Warm Up

Bennett (155, jr.), halfbacks Ken­
ny Ruffer (158, soph.) and Giles
Smith (150, soph.) and 
Burnice Hiers (165, sr)

fullback

Also slated for heavy 
ends Bill Blocker (180, 
Charlie Harris (135, a

duty are 
sr.) and 
U. half­

backs Stan Reaves (150, soph.) 
and Clyo Blanton (145, fresh.) and
quarterback Tommy 
sr.).

Tart (165,

“We donated that ball game k 
Valdosta in 1959,” the Bak& 
coach said. “We don’t plan 
do it again this year."

Bazemore is taking a wait-aig 
see attitude about his team.

•*We’ve had good spirit in pri 
season practice and we are in 
pretty good physical shape,” the 
veteran mentor said “We ten 
we are going to be improved*# 9 
last year. We will start ^E 
out on Friday night"

MMg

BAKER
(160, 
sr.), 
(210, 
(230,

Ends
sr.) and Mike

Earl Hayes 
Cofer (155,

tackles David Roberson 
sr.) and Ismael Nazario 
sr.), guards Thomps Gray

(190, jr.) and Ken Wessner (190, 
sr.), center Bill Callahan (175, 
sr.), quarterback Jim Barron
(145, sr.), 
(155, sr.) 
sr.) and 
(180, sr.).

halfbacks Eddie Bowen 
and David Kirk (185,

fullback Bill Heldrega

In/urea Valdosta Player Bunky Henry
Holds Football Presented To Him By His Teammates7

Seven of the Lions* 
Roberson, Callahan, 
Nazario, Cofer. Bowen, 
and Kirk are returning

starters. 
Wessner, 
Heldrega 
regulars.

In addition to the fact that 
regional honors will be at stake, 
both teams have plenty of reasons 
for wanting a victory.

The Wildcats finished the 1959 
season with a 5-5 mark. They have
expressed 
prove on 
out.

Baker’s 
victory in

a strong desire to im- 
that showing this time

Lions failed to gain a
1959. In fact they have I 

a 16-game losing streak going, i 
They are hungry for a triumph I 

Last season the Wildcats beat 
the Lions, 24-12, Ite a contest even 8 
closer than the Wire indicated.

| Ball has let hr know that I 
he wasn’t pleased with the way 
things went las? year.



VHS, Baker Clash T onight
Wildcats Meet Regional
Foe In Football Opener

(145),

ri

One 
Kirk, 
bines

The

of his favorite targets is 
a big halfback who com- 
both speed and power.

By SAMMY GLASSMAN
Times Sports Editor

Wildcats remember Kirk L 
well from 1959. He was Bakers’ | 
assault leader in that contest.

halfbacks Eddie Bowen

Valdosta High Band, Directed By Steve Pyron, Sits For Picture
tit

RUFFER, BENNETT

^Ws* Valdosta’s football Wildcats have ambitions to im­
prove on their 1959 showing, and tonight they will get 
the chance to show whether they can or they can’t.

This Trio To Anchor Center Of Valdosta Line
Allen Holt, Foy Norwood, Bobby Dasher Form Center Corps

VHS Back, Lineman 
Named to Star Roll

By ROSS M. HAGEN 
Associated Press Sports Writer
A 170-pound senior who hits with 

'the force of a kangaroo’s tail in 
leading Benedictine’s defensive 
charge is The Associated Press 
high school Star of the Week.

Although John Mikowski is not 
very big for a lineman—he weighs 

1170 pounds—he packs such a po­
tent punch in his defensive lunges 
that more times than not the man 

! he hits stays down.
To John goes credit for a key 

I tackle which started Benedictine 
oh its jarring 3143 defeat of de- 
fening Triple A champion Albany 
on the Indians’ home field Friday 
night.

He hit the Albany ball carrier 
so hard that the back fumbled and 
Bendictine recovered. Coach Vic 
Mell’s Cadets scored minutes later 
and the tide of the battle turned.

Another gem oh defense for Ben­
edictine was linebacker David 
Smith, a 195-pound senior rated 
by Mell as one of the top linemen : 
in the state.

Halfback Randy Harvey carried 
Moultrie’s offensive load, gaining 
101 yards in 17 carries and scoring 
the first Packer touchdown.

Here are the other players who 
made the AP roll call of stars:

BACKS
Hank Lehwald, Barry Wilson 

and Egan Sheppard, Benedictine;1 
Jerry Doyle, Bill Sutton and Jim­
my Gray, Albany; Howard Daugh­
try, Brooks County; Ray Brooks

and M. T. Clements, Tifton; Lynn 
Gammage, Cedartown; George 

i Herring and Doug Vick, Thomas- 
i ville; Jackie Nix, Ed Varner and 

Fred Barber, Bainbridge; Jerry 
Reves, Bobby Speck and Dan 
Reeves, Americus; Kenny Ruffer, 
Valdosta; Jimmy Barron, Baker; 
Ronnie Ploeger, Glynn Academy; 
George Kennan, Aquinas; Jim 
Rice, Robert E. Lee; Pete Dick­
ens, Athens; Bobby Savage and 
Don Cameron, West Rome.

LINEMEN
Jack Wilkerson, Aquinas; Buddy 

Sutton, Glynn Academy; Ray Ben­
nett, Valdosta; Steve Siker and 
Comer Ward, Bainbridge; Donald 
Tye and Franklin Brewer, Amer­
icus; James Richards, Thomas­
ville; John Chandler, Cedartown; 
Mickey Hardin, Brooks County; 
Halloway and Darrell Willett, Tif­
ton; Jim Carroll, Marist; Sparky 
Fleming, Walter George; George 
Lokey, Thomson; Ford Gravitt, 
Forsyth County.

Coach Wright Bazemore’s 
charges will lift the curtain on a 
rugged, 10-game, 1960 slate when 
they go against the Baker Lions 
of Columbus.

The game is scheduled to begin 
at 8 p. m. at Cleveland Field, and 
if fair weather prevails a capa­
city crowd is expected.

It will be a Region 1-AAA en-
Fans may park their cars tonight 

during the Valdosta High School vs. 
Baker High football game for 25 cents 
on the school campus.

The Student Council at VHS Is spon­
soring this project as a means to raise 
money for Homecoming weekend this 
fail.

counter, with both the Wildcats 
and Lions ready to go all out for 
a victory.

Last season was a start-over 
year for the Wildcats. They had 
to go with a squad top - heavy 
with freshmen and sophomores 
and finished with a 5-5 mark.

The 1960 edition is a little older, 
but still definitely on the small 
and youngish side. Five sopho­
mores are slated for action when 
the Wildcats take the attack. The 
line averages just 168 and the 
backfield only 157.

In contrast, the Lions have 10 
seniors and a junior in their

tips the scales at just 183.
Others slated for heavy duty 

are ends Bill Blocker and Charlie' 
Harris, halfbacks Stan Reaves 
and Clyo Blanton and quarter­
back Tommy Tart.

Starting for Coach Bubba Ball’s 
Lions will be ends Earl Hayes 
(160) and Mike Cofer (155), 
tackles David Roberson (210) and 
Ismael Nazario (230), guards 
Thomps Gray (190) and Ken Wes­
sner (190), center Bill Callahan 
(175), quarterback Jim Barron

(155) and David Kirk (185) and 
fullback Bill Heldrega (180).

All are seniors except Gray. [ 
Seven on the list — Roberson, 
Callahan, Wessner, Nazario, Co­
fer, Bowen, Heldrega and Kirk- 
are returning regulars.

While quarterback Barron saw 
action in just three games in 1 
1959, he completed enough passes I 
to rank 11th in the region in that1 
department.

starting lineup. They average 186 । 
in the line and 169 in the back- , 
field.

But the Wildcats have been ] 
stressing offense in their month- ( 
long preparations for the game 
and are hoping it will start pay­
ing touchdown dividends tonight. (

In the go-unit backfield will be i 
quarterback Bruce Bennett, half­
backs Kenny Ruffer and Giles 
Smith and fulback Burnice Hires.

Bennett, the rushing leader for 
VHS in 1959, is regarded as one 
of the key men in the operation. 
He’s worked at halfback and full­
back in pre-season drills, in ad­
dition to devoting time to his 
quarterback duties.

Up front will be ends Bill Holtz-1 
claw and Bunky Henry, tackles 
Herb Schroer and Bill Middleton 
or Skipper Prewitt, guards Jim­
my Adams and Ray Bennett and 
center Allen Holt. Heavyweight 
in the group is Middleton, and he

While VHS beat the Columbus 11 
team, 2142 last year, it was an 1 
uphill struggle.

Ball has let it be known that | 
his charges are coming to Vai- J 
dosta tonight to seek rev enge.
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Wildcats, FPoets
Tangle Tonight
Unbeaten 1-AAA Elevens
Risk Championship Hopes

asValdosta’s Wildcats, who started the season rated 
an also-ran but are now regarded as possible Region 
1-AAA title contenders, should start finding out tonight

Wildcats1 Clyo Blanton (16) Hurdles Defender
Halfback Turned Pass From Rick Thomas Into 29 Yard Gain

Trim BakerWildcats
Continued from Page One 

Wetherington and center Allen
I Holt and Foy Norwood paved the
Ki*

er with a 15-yard romp that car­
ried to the six.

SECOND QUARTER — Valdos­
ta moved 49 yards in three plays 
for its third tally. The payoff was 
a 31-yard pass from Thomas to 
Henry. A 22-yard run by Bennett 
and a six-yard gainer by Zant 
accounted for the other yardage. 
Smith’s placement for the PAT 
was wide to the left. Baker’s Kirk 
returned the kickoff after the 
score 48 yards to the Wildcats’ 
27. Barron passed 20 yards to 
Kirk, moving the ball to the sev-

STATISTICS

Backfield attack leaders for 
VHS were Buffer, 97 yards on 
eight carries; Bennett( 62 yards 
on eight carries; fullback Walter 
Zant. 44 yards on five carries, 
Smith. 32 yards on four carries 
and fullback Burnice Hiers, 26 
yards on t four carries. Thomas 
completed three of seven passes 
for 101 yards.

Bennett and Hiers were defen­
sive backfield stickouts along with 

I quarterback * Tommy Tart and 
halfbacks Bud ; Hatcher, Stan ' 
Reaves and Clyo Blanton. ,

। Luke made 10 tackles to lead in I 
that department. He was followed * 
by Ray Bennett, 7; Stan Reaves,

I Bruce Bennett and Hiers, 5 each;
Charlie Harris and Tart, 4 each; 
Blocker, Holtzclaw, Colson, Myd­
dleton. Wetherington and Allen 
Holt, 3 each.

Scoring in the game went like 
this:

FIRST QUARTER — Valdosta 
I kicked off. The Lions were mov­
ing when they fumbled at their 46 
and Myddleton recovered. On the 
first play from scrimmage, Ruf­
fer went off left tackle for a TD. 
Henry booted the extra point. Af­
ter losing the ball on a fumble at 

| their own 27, the Wildcats stopped 
the Lions at the 25. Then they 
moved the 75 yards back up the 
field in 13 plays to score again. 
Thomas got the marker on a one- 

I yard plunge. Henry made good on 
the PAT try. Bennett chipped in 

|dunng the drive with runs of 3 
land 6 yards^Ruffer gained 5. 12, 

a*** BraTtf*0^ 9 yards. 
| ^W^Mf*1^ 7. Zant romped

8 and 5. Thomas set up the mark-

Yards Rushing __________210 80
VHS Baker

First Downs 15 8
Yards Passing ___—__101 . 61
Passes . 3-7 5-6 .
Passes Intc. by 0 0
Fumbles Lost _ 2 - 2
Punting _________________ 0-0 4-27.7
Penalties 5-35 6-50

later he got another chance. This 
time he sprinted 79 yards, with 
Hiers throwing a key block at 
mid-field to help keep his path 
clear. Smith kicked the extra point 
this time. That ended the Wild­
cats* scoring.

FOURTH PERIOD — Baker 
moved from its own 37 to the 
VHS 10, but the Wildcats’ defense 
stiffened and the Lions were 
shoved back out to the 23. But 
the ’Cats fumbled and the visitors 
had another chance, this time at 
the 11. A penalty moved Baker 
out to the 17 and then Barron 
connected with Kirk for a tally. 
Callahan made good on his sec­
ond PAT boot.

LINEUPS 
VALDOSTA

Ends — Henry, Blocker, Luke, DeLoech, 
Holtzclaw, Colson, R. Harris, C. Harris.

Tackles — Myddleton, Prewitte, Robin­
son, Schroer, Dennis, J. Reaves, Oliver,

en. Three plays later Barron 
sneaked over from the one. Center 
Bill Callahan kicked the PAT. 
The Wildcats came right back, I 
covering 65 yards in a half dozen 
plays for tally No. 4. Ruffer scored ] 
on a 10-yard sweep around right I 
end. A Thomas-to-Smith pass, 
which covered 41 yards, was the 
key play in the drive. Runs of 8 
yards by Hiers and 5 by Zant 

I helped the cause. Henry split the 
uprights with the PAT effort.

THIRD QUARTER — VHS start­
ed the second half with a 56-yard 
TD march. Bennett climaxed the 
11-play drive with a 12-yard scor­
ing run. A 21-yard jaunt by Smith 
and a 15-yard effort by Ruffer 
were key plays in this journey 
toward paydirt. The PAT try 
missed. Just moments later Ruffer 
wiggled his way 52 yards on a punt 
return to score, but it was nulli­

fied by a penalty. Three plays

Grondahl, Harnage.
Guards — Patterson, Wetherington, Tin­

dall, B. Holt, Adams, Reams, R. Ben- I 
nett. I

Centers — A. Holt, Norwood, Dasher. I
Backs — Zant, Barker, Hatcher, Thom- j 

as, Blanton, Hiers, Ruffer, S. Reaves, j 
Tart, B. Bennett, Smith. I

BAKER
Ends — Hayes, O'Conner, Cofer, Pierce. !
Tackles — Roberson, Tilton, Nelson,, 

Nazario. i
Guards — Gray, Wessner, Cooper 
Centers — Gilley, CaHahan.
Backs — Waldrop, Barron, Godge, Bow-l 

en, John Bolles, Greene, Heldreth, Kirk,I 
Jim Bolles. 1

Score by quarters:
Valdosta    14 13 13 Mo
Baker ___ _______  _____ .0 7 0 7—If

Scoring TD's-Valdosta-Ruffer 3 (46, 10 
runs, 79, punt return)', Thomas (1, run), 
Bennett (12, run), Henry (31 yard pass 
from Thomas); Baker— Barron (1, run), 
Kirk (17 yard pass from Barron): PAT's- 
4/aldosta —- Henry 3 (placements)* Smith 
2 (placements); Baker-Callahan 2 (place­
ments).

where they really fit in the picture.
Coach Wright Bazemore’s 

young, but spirited, Wildcats tan- 1 
gle with coach John (Cotton) ] 
Harrison’s Lanier Poets in a tilt ' 
slated for 8 p. m. at Macon. <

Lanier was given a lofty spot 
on the pre-season form chart in 
1-AAA. So far the Poets have 
lived up to their advance billing 
by beating Warner Robins (32-13), 
Moultrie (13-0) and Columbus (14- 
7).

The Wildcats, youngish, smal­
lish and only so-so performers in 
1959, left the starter’s gate with 
virtually no one considering them 
championship material.

But after clicking off victories 
over Baker (40,14), Thomasville 
(37-6) and Jordan (27-6) Val­
dosta’s stock has climbed.

Bazemore, delighted with his 
team’s showing so far, isn’t ready 

| to start climbing out on any limbs 
I yet.

I “We’ve won three games, but 
we haven’t gone against anyone 
in Lanier’s class,” Bazemore 
said. “We are in no position to 
start crowing. Our boys will find 
out what tough football is like 
tonight. Lanier has a well bal­
anced team and we are going

Likely to see action are ends
Billy Bicoker, Charlie Harris, Bill II 
Holtzclaw and Wally Colson; tack- I 
les Bobby Grondahl, Jerry Reav­
es, Bill Myddleton, Bill Schroer I 
and Skipper Prewitte; guards I 
Jimmy Adams, Ray Bennett. 1 
Gary Minchew and Frank Wether- I 
ington,; centers Allen Holt and I 
Foy Norwood and backs Bruce 
Bennett, Butch Luke, Rick Thom­
as, Tommy Tart, Giles Smith, ’ 
Stan Reaves, Bud Hatcher, Ken­
ny Ruff er, Cloy Blanton, Burnice 
Hiers and Walter Zant.

While on the attack the combo 
of quarterback Bennett, halfbacks I 
Ruffer and Smith and fullback I 
Hiers has been used most often.

to be at our very best if we ex- 5 
pect to have a chance to stay 
with them.”

This will be the third meeting I 
between the Wildcats and Poets r 
in a series which started in 1958.1

The fact that Valdosta beat I 
Lanier 19-0 in 1958 and 20-9 last |

I fall hasn’t exactly left the Poets ■ 
, with a feeling of fondness for the i 
Wildcats.

Harrison’s present crew is rat- ■ 
p ed much stronger than the teams J 
| he fielded in 1958 and 1959. The | 
(Poets will be out to prove that 
point tonight.

i While Lanier owns a weight and I 
I experience advantage, the Poets U
I are similar in many ways with 11 
I VHS. Both use T-style attacks 

and depend on swift strikes rath-1
J er than brute force to make their 

offense go.
Mickey Rivers, a 155-pound sen- 

I ior, and Ted Musial, a 175-pound 
< senior, are the Poets* attack lead- 
l ers. Rivers is a speed merchant. ’

Musial combines power with I 
speed.

Quarterback John Breedlove I 
jf (175, sr.) is the Poets’ air-arm 

and fullback Buddy Chase (165, 
■ sr.) is the line-buster.
j Manning the forward wall are | 

ends Bunny Richardson (175) J 
Don Burton (170) and Jack 
Jones (150), tackles Paul Ward I

9 (215), Tommy Seward (190) and I 
Danny Rutherford (185), guards 
Luther Far less (165), Ernie Hill 

’ (150Viand George Edwards (185) 
and center Henry Bowden (160). 
vW^^011 and Sewards are the

v leaders of this crew.
‘ As be has in the past three 

\ games, Bazemore plans to use a 
modified-platoon system.



and Ruffer sailed 
46-yard touchdown 

Ruffer went on 
more times, once

through on a 
jaunt.
to tally two 
on a 10-yard

MTER IGNITES^OSf 
DOSTA EXPLOSION

. Halfback Scores Three Times 
As Baker's Lions Fall, 40-14
Special to The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

VALDOSTA, Ga., Sept. 10—Valdosta’s Wildcats 
exploded for a touchdown on their - first play from 
scrimmage and went on from there to a 40-14 football 
victory over the Baker Lions of Columbus here Friday
night.

Halfback Kenny Ruffer, a 158- 
pound sophomore, lit the VHS 
scoring fuse. The game was less 
than two minutes old when tackle 
Bill Myddleton claimed a Baker 
punt for Valdosta on the Lions’ 
46-yard line. On the first play 
Valdosta tried, the forward wall 
blasted open a hole at left tackle

VALDOSTA (40)
THE YARDSTICK

15 
210 
101 
5-35

Score by

First Downs 
Yards Rushing 
Yards Passing 

Penalties 
quarters:

BAKER (14)
8

80
61 

6-50

Staff ,Photo—Charles Vaughn
DICK EICKHOFF FINDS RUNNING ROOM THROUGH MARIST FOREWALL 

Decatur High Halfback Goes For.11 Yards and a First Down

sweep and another time on a bril­
liant 79-yard punt return.

Quarterback Rick Thomas ac-

counted for one marker on a 
, 1-yard plunge in the opening

period. He also hit end Bunky 
Henry with a 31-yard scoring 
pass and connected with half­
back Giles Smith on a 41-yard 
pitch that set up another tally.
A 12-yard romp by quarterback 

Bruce Bennett accounted for the 
Wildcats’ other score. Henry boot­
ed three extra points and Smith 
kicked two.

Quarterback Jimmy Barron and 
halfback David Kirk figured in

scored on a 1-yard plunge after 
a 48-yard kickoff return by Kirk ; 
had started the Lions rolling. Then 
Barron passed 17 yards to Kirk 
for the other.

Valdosta, which held the upper 
hand in the line on both offense 
and defense, had a three-touch­
down margin before Baker 
reached paydirt in the second pe­
riod. Such line standouts as ends 
Billy Holtzclaw, Henry, Billy 
Blocker, Charlie Harris, Butch 
Luke and Wally Colson.
Valdosta 
Baker .

14 13 13 0—40 
.0 7 0 7—14

Scoring TDs—Valdosta: Ruffer 3 (46, 
10 runs 79, punt return), Thomas (1 
run), Bennett (12, run), Henry (31-yard 
pass from Thomas); Baker: Barron (1, 
run, Kirk (17-yard pass from Barron).

both of Baker’s TDs.
I PATS—Valdosta: Henry 3 (placements), 

Rarrnn I Smith 2 (placeemnts); Baker: Callahane 2 Barron | (placements).

Pretty Little Cheerleaders Ready to Give Big Cheer
These two young misses are mascots for the Valdosta Wildcats. They are Pam 

Bazemore (left) and Carolyn Bennett. While they are just four years old, a shade 
too young to Understand all about football, you can be sure they cheer long and 
hard for the Wildcats. Their fathers are Wright Bazemore and Bill Bennett, mem- 
bers of the VHS coaching stafL _



To 40-14 Victory
| First Play Sets Fast Pace 

In Impressive 'Dosta Win
By SAMMY GLASSMAN

Times Sports Editor
Valdosta’s ambitious Wildcats exploded for a touch-1 

down on their first play from scrimmage an^V" 
from there to a 40-14 football victory over the Baker 1 
Lions of Columbus here last night. u^n.^* fi,u«

Coach Wright Bazemore’s connected with halfback Giles J 
young, but hopeful charges have I Smith on a 41>al ^ P'*ch ’^ "J I 
set two major goals for them- up another tally_ A l2 ^d romp 

' selves this season. First, they want by quarterback Bruce Bennett ac- 
I to improve on their 5-5 shewing counted for the Wildcats other 

of 1959. Second, they want their score. Henry booted three extra 
smoothly points and Smith kicked two.

Quarterback Jimmy Barron and

Henry booted three extrascore.
attack to click more 
than it did last fall.

An opening night crowd of ap-
Quarterback Jimmy Barron and 

■ halfback David Kirk figured in
both of Banker’s TD’s. Barron got| proximately 5,000 saw -the VHS both of Baker s ids Barron got 

eleven get started in the right one on a one-yard plunge after a 
direction toward fulfilling those J^-yard kickoff i eturn hy Kirk4»-yara kickou return oy ixira
Ambitions."Since the victory over had started the Lions rolling. Then 
Baker counts in the Region 1-AAA
standings, it also means the ’Cats 
are still in the title picture, even 
though any serious thoughts of a 
championship are premature at' 
this time.

Halfback Kenny Ruffer, a 158- 
pound sophomore, lit the VHS 
scoring fuse. The game was less

Barron passed 17 yards to Kirk 
for the other.

Valdosta, which held the upper 
hand in the line on both offense 
and defense, had a three touch­
down margin before Baker 
reached paydirt in the second per­
iod. The Lions’ second tally came 
late in the final period.

I The Wildcats came out of thethan two minutes old when tackle , 
Bill Myddelton claimed a Baker I fame w^h a 15-8 edge in first 
punt for Valdosta on the Lions’ I . wns an^ * 311 1° 1^1 advantage 
46 yard line. On the first play 111 total yardage gained.

j 1 Valdosta tried, the forward wall $uch Une standouts as ends
Bills’ 

Butch
blasted open a hole at left tackle |®^y Holtzclaw, Henry 
and Ruffer sailed through on a B^ker, Charlie Harris, 
46-yard touchdown jaunt. Luke and Wally Colson,

Ruffer went on to tally two more Wddelton, Skipper Prewitt and 
_ ’Herb Schroer, guards Jimmy Aditimes, once on a 10-yard sweep I 

and another time on a brilliant ams, Ray Bennett and 1
Continued On Pepe 279-yard punt return.

■
Quarterback Rick Thomas ac- 
muted for one marker on a one« 
ird Plun?e in the opening period.
e also hit end Hunky Henry1 
ith a 31-yard scoring pass and



Meet Bulldogs Friday

Wildcats' Guard Corps Ready for Invading Bulldogs
With its heaviest member weighing only 175, the Valdosta guard corps is on 

the small side this season. However, it performed well in last week’s opener with 
Baker. Players shown are (L to R), kneeling, Gary Minchew, Jimmy Adams, Ray 
Bennett; standing, Christy Patterson, Bill Holt, Frank Wetherington and David 
Tindall.

Valdosta Puts Emphasis 
On Defense In Practice

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

The Valdosta Wildcats have been devoting extra time j 
to defense this week—arid for very good reasons. I

The Thomasville Bulldogs, who ♦-------- 
will furnish the opposition for I * 
coach Wright Bazemore’s charges 1 
here on Friday night, have a 
sharp attack led by a fullback i 
ranked with the best in the state. |

The clash between the tradi­
tional rivals is scheduled for 8 • 
p. m. at Cleveland Field. A cap­
acity crowd is expected.

Attack leader for coach Joe 
Sumrail’s forces is George Her- . 
ing. He packs 187 pounds on a 
5-8 frame. Now a senior, Her­
ring is a three-year veteran. Col­
lege scouts have been keeping a 
watchful eye on him since his 
freshman campaign.

Herring combines power with • 
exceptional speed for a back his 
size. The Wildcats remember 1 
him well from 1959 and 1958. Last < 
season he ripped the Valdosta j 
defense for almost 100 yards. In 1 
1958 he scored two touchdowns 1 
against the ‘Cats. One came on a 
60-yards plus jaunt.

But Thomasville is no one-man 1 
team, and the Bulldogs proved ; 
it in their season opening 27-0 
romp over Berrien County (Nash­
ville) last week.

Herring’s running mates in the ' 
backfield are a trio of seniors, * 
quarterback Doug Vick (155) and 
halfbacks Jerry Hand (165) and : 
John Matthews (160). The four 1 
starting THS backs each scored 
a TD against Berrien.
5 Vick is an elusive type runner r 
and a much better than average 
passer. He also excells on kick 
returns. Hand and Matthews are 
quick starters who can go all 
the way if they see daylight.

This foursome operates behind I 
a solid line, well stocked with 
experienced performers. The regu­
lars up front include ends Billy 
Wilder (190) and James Rich­
ards (165), tackles Elliot Mc­
Collum (195) and Dallice Law 
(208), guards Jimmy Stroud 
(185) and Ted Singletary (170) , 
and center Emmett Mitchell (155). I 
All except Richards and Law are 
seniors. They are juniors. All 
were regulars in 1959 with either 
the Bulldogs’ offensive or de­
fensive units.

To top it off the Bulldogs have 
( a reputation for playing “hard- 
1 nose” football, the kind that has 

earned them five straight Region * 
1-AA championships in a row.

While the Bulldogs will have a J 
decided weight advantage over 
the Wildcats, Valdosta was able 1 

, to overcome a similar situation . 
J in their lidlifter with Baker of .

Columbus last Friday. The ‘Cats ’ 
licked their Region 1-AAA rival, , 
40-14.

I “Sure Baker was big and we IK 
handled them okay,” Bazemore 
said. “But Thomasville is dif­
ferent. It has size, plus speed 
and toughness.

Although the ‘Cats were suc­
cessful in their first venture Baze­
more has been doing some ex­
perimenting in practice this 
week and a revamped starting 
lineup may be in the offing.

He listed a total of 28 players, 
saying the starters will come 
from that group with the final

I selection to be made just before 
game time.

The group includes ends 
Bunky Henry, Bill Holtzclaw, Bill . 
Blocker, Charlie Harris and Wally | 

1 Colson; tackles Skipper Prewitt, i
Bill Schroer, Bill Myddleton,t i 

, Jerry Reaves and Bobby Gron- 
- dahl; guards Jimmy Adams* 
| Gary Minchew, Ray Bennett and 
. Frank Weatherington, centers Al- 

len Holt and Foy Norwood and 
' backs Bruce Bennett, Tommy
Tart, Rick Thomas, Kenny Ruf- 
fer, Clyo Blanton, Stan Reaves, 
Bud Hatcher, Burnice Hiers Walt- 

| er Zant, Sirosis Barker and
Butch Luke.

J ^\U in this group saw front-
■ line action on either offense or 
I defense against Baker, I
I Buffert a 158 pound sophomore, / 
'led the attack by gaining 97 yards /'
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Albany Tonight

GLASSMAN

Kittens Follow Coach's 
Demand For Improvement

Coach Bill Davis rated the Valdosta Kittens as a 
• question mark’’ team before the season got underway.

The Valdosta sextet has passed the midway point in its regu­
lar season with a 14-1 record, but Davis still regards his charges
as a “question mark” outfit

Of course, you’ve got to 
know Davis to understand his 
feelings. As they say in the 
trade, he's an exacting task 
master. In other words. Davis 
urges his players to strive for 
perfection.

“There’s just one course to 
follow.” Davis said. “A player 
must work for improvement. 
When a team becomes self­
satisfied that's when it starts 
losing.”

Certainly the Kittens 
haven't become self-satisfied 
and their current nine-game 
victory streak shows they are 
following Davis’ demands for 
constant improvement.

Their lone defeat came 
against Doerun early in the 
season. The Kittens dropped a 
58-48 decision to coach J. C. 
Fincher’s Deers.

Championship Overtones 
Add Interest To Contest

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta’s brash young Wildcats meet headon with the Albany 
Indians, kingpins in Region 1-AAA, in a mid-season football game 
here tonight that has championship overtones.

Butch Fain UM), Johnny Palmer 
(190> and Frankie Morris"’!#*;
guards Cantey Davis UM?, Jim­
my Prevatte (180) and Stan Harp 
(185) and center Jack Andrews 
(190).

While the VHS squad ^ top 
heavy with sophomores, all of 
the Albany regulars are saniose 
and juniors.

In a return engagement the Valdosta lassies romped to a 75*56
triumph over Doerun.

But there are factors that leave Davis wondering about 
future.

One is forward Evelyn Wilkes’ ailing knee. She suffered 
injury near the close of the 1959-60 campaign. Because of it 
was late reporting this season.

the

the 
she

In a game last Saturday she re-injured the knee and her status 
for the remainder of the season is uncertain.

Wilkes is a 5-8 senior and a standout offensive performer. She 
was the Kittens’ second leading scorer in ’59-’60 and has shown 
very well the little she has gotten to play this season.

When Wilkes is out of the lineup, Davis usually calls on Shelby 
Blanton, a 5-5 senior; Lucille Dawson, a 5-7 sophomore and Patty 
Nichols, a 5-11 senior to play at forward. The guards are.Mary 
Ann Mayo, a 5-8 senior; Delores Lashley, a 5-7 senior and Sue 
Katz, a 5-9 senior.

During the time that Wilkes has been able to play, Nichols has 
seen action at guard and Katz has been held in reserve.

Adjusting Necessary
“Patty Nichols does a very good job at forward, but she is our 

tallest player and with her at guard it gives us added rebounding 
strength,” Davis said. “But she is a hard worker and if she has to 
go the remainder of the way at forward I’m sure she will do a 
good job. Sue (Katz) has limited experience, but she also is a 
hard worker. She has been doing a good job at guard and I’m sure 
she will continue to do so.

“But we had to do some adjusting at the start of the season 
when Evelyn (Wilkes) was not out. Then we readjusted when she 
got back in the lineup. Now we’ve got to adjust again while she’s 
on the sideline.

“But I've told the girls that the really good team is the one 
that can adjust to the unexpected things that occur during the 
course of a season.”

Just three schools in Region 1-AAA beside Valdosta field girls 
basketball teams. They are Warner Robins, Albany and Moultrie. 
They settle the league championship on the basis of regular season 
won-loss records against loop foes.

The Kittens have played only one region game, and just got 
by Warner Robins, 50-48, in that one. They must meet Robins again 
at Warner Robins and have home-and-home series with Albany and 
Moultrie.

'They All Stay Busy'
“Of course any coach would be pleased with the record we 

have compiled so far,” Davis said. “But the region games are the 
most important ones and we still have five of them to play. I don’t 
have to tell the girls there isn’t going to be any time for relaxing.”

I have said before the thing which has impressed me about 
the Kittens is their balance. Scoring among the forwards is 
usually evenly distributed and the guards give the kind of unit 
effort needed to get the job done properly.

They are well coached and as one opposing mentor puts it 
“they all stay busy.” But those have been trademarks 
of the many fine teams Davis has turned out during the past 
12 seasons.
I The Kittens have done very, very well so far, and here’s hoping 

they can continue to travel the victory trail.

A capacity crowd is * expected
for the
8 p. m.

Coach
Wildcats

tilt which is slated for 
at Cleveland Field.
Wright Bazemore’s 
will put a four-game

victory streak on the line. Coach 
John Tillitski’s Indians will come 
into the game with a 3-1 chart 
that includes triumphs in their 
last three outings.

They are traditional rivals and 
they share the top spot in the 
1-AAA standings with matching 
3-0 loop records. Both are ranked
among the top-ten teams in 
state at the “AAA” level.

the

include Kenny Ruffer, Giles 
Smith, Burnice Hiers, Tommy 
Tart, Butch Luke, Rick Thomas, 
Stan Reaves, Bud Hatcher, Clyo 
Blanton and Walter Zant.

Two of the Wildcats* talented 
linemen will be on the sideline 
tonight. End Bunky Henry Is 
out with a broken leg. A knee 
injury suffered by guard Gary 
Minchew against Lanier last week 
will “definitely” keep him out 
of action tonight.

But ready to go are ends Billy 1 
Blocker, Charlie Harris, Bill;
Holtzclaw and* ♦

Those are just a few of the
reasons why the game is attract­
ing state wide attention.

This is only the fifth start for 
the ‘Cats and the Tribe and nei­
ther can come close to clinching 
the 1-AAA title tonight. However, 
both regard a victory as a 
“must” if they are to have a 
chance to fulfill their title am­
bitions.

This is Valdosta’s third year of 
play in the league. It finished 
among the also-rans in 1958 and 
1959. However, the Wildcats are 
loping for better things this time.

Albany, a long-time member 
if 1-AAA, has had a full taste of 
championships. Last season it 
wept to the regional and state 
crowns. In a span covering parts 
if three seasons, the Indians 
have won 21 of 22 games. In their 
string are triumphs over Valdosta
in both

While 
ing the

1958 and 1959.

both coaches are claim­
underdog role for their

teams, in most quarters Albany 
is being rated a one to two touch-| 
down favorite even though the 
Wildcats will have the home field 
advantage. The Indians have size 
and experience in their favor.

They have met no mutual foes, 
so there’s no way to compare 
scores. Since being surprised by 
2-AAA power Benedictine, 31-13, 
in their opener, the Indians have 

j licked Columbus, 32-13; Warner 
Robins, 53-6, and LaGrange, 6-0.

LGrange ranked just a notch 
behind the Tribe on the pre­
season form chart. With one TD 
nullified by a penality and an­
other scoring drive halted by a 
rule infraction, Albany’s triumph 
over the Grangers was even
more impressive 
indicated.

than the score

Valdosta has
*

beaten Baker,
40-14; Thomasville, 3-6; Jordan, 
27-0, and Lanier, 19-7.

To lick the Poets last week, 
the Wildcats had to withstand a 
second-half rally by the Macon 
eleven.

The game will match two of 
the region’s leading rushers. Val­
dosta's 155-pound junior quarter­
back Bruce Bennett is the 1-AAA 
yardage leader, while Albany’s 
180-pound junior halfback Jerry 
Doyal is a very close third on the
list.

Bennett’s backfield helpmates

Wally Colson;
tackles Bobby Grondahl, Bill
Myddleton, Bill Schroer and
Skipper Prewitte; guards Ray
Bennett, Frank Wetherington
and Jimmy Adams and centers 
Allen Holt and Foy Norwood. All 
in this group saw considerable 
front line action in VHS first 
four outings.

Albany not only has a pound­
age advantage, but match the 
Wildcats in depth and the In­
dians are considered even faster 
than the swiftstriking VHS crew

Backfield regulars, in addition 
to ace Doyal, include quarter­
back Jerry Gerst (150), halfbacks
Bill Sutton (145), Larry 
(185), Steve Heidt (160) 
G. Beckwith (150) and 
James Gray (185).

Forward wall leaders

Watons 
and E. 
fullback

include
ends David Martin (170), Jack I 
Brice (175) and Mike Lane’(170)- * 
tackles Don D u n b e a m 4 M\'M



Eagles Top 'Cats;
Kittens Win 14th

Lowndes Co. 1_ ___  1 5 10 15
VALDOSTA (57) — Blanton 18' 

Shenton, Martin, Dawson 10, Mc- 
Clenny 2, Smith, Hamill 6, Elliott, 
Mayo, Bazemore, Rodgers, Lash­
ley, Knoll 3, Geer, Katz, Nichols 
18, Martin, Quattlebaum, Ses­
sions.

LOWNDES COUNTY (15) — Al­
len 1' Porter, Jones 2, Connell, 
Copeland 3, Shelton 2, Trammell, 
Spence, McLane, Starling, Dun­

BY SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor 

Lowndes County’s Golden Eag­
les and Valdosta’s Kittens kept 
victory streaks going as they 
triumphed in a basketball double­
header here last night.

Coach Carlton Adams* Eagles 
notched their eighth straight win 
with a 61-46 triumph over coach 
Bill Kittrell’s Wildcats. The LO­
HI quintet now has an overall 
mark of 14-5 and has won in 11 
of its last 12 outings. The ‘Cats 
are 7-8.

Coach Bill Davis’ Kittens rolled 
to a 57-15 win over coach Noel 
George’s LOHI sextet. The Kit­
tens stretched their current win­
ning streak to nine games and 
boosted their record for the sea­
son to 14-1. The LOHI lassies 
have a 3-14 chart..

can, Hersey, Carter, Dasher, 
Wisenbaker, Swilly, Hare 7.

BOYS
Valdosta ______ _„„.1O 22 32 46
Lowndes Co.___ ^14 29 41 61

VALDOSTA (46) — Steele 20, 
Johnson 2, Harrell, Wisenbaker 3. 
Wells 3, Register 4, Gayle* Smith 
4, Blanton 3, Thomas 2, Schroer.

LOWNDES COUNTY (61) — 
Eason 22, VanVlake 13, Walden 
15, Goodson 9, Cowart 2.

The Eagles and Wildcats, cross- 
town rivals, tangled for the third fl 
time. Lowndes’ triumph on its I 
home court gave Adams’ charges ( 
a 2-1 edge in the series.

Vai Walden dropped in a field 
goal when the game was just i 
seconds old to give LOHI a 2-0 \ 
lead. The Eagles never tangled t 
after that. However, for three c 
quarters the Wildcats stayed very 
much in contention. s

But the Eagles poured in 20 t 
points during the final stanza to e 
chill any plans the ‘Cats had c 
about catching up. i

In the girls game it was the r 
Kittens who took an early lead - j 
and were never headed. Valdosta fl 
got off to a 21-1 lead and the LO- I 
HI girls saw their chance of vic- • 

* tory go by the boards.
♦ ♦ ♦ .

The Eagles’ five starters went I 
all the way against the Wildcats. 
Beside Walden they were Bobby 
Eason, Calvin VanVlake, Jerry ' 
Goodson and David Cowart. r

Eason was the attack leader '^ 
L with 22 points. Walden got 15, • 
j VanVlake 13, Goodson 9 and M 

Cowart 2.
With Walden picking off 17 re- 1 

bounds and Eason and Goodson 
each grabbing 11, the Eagles held . 
the edge in the battle of the 

* boards.
i Al vie Steele, with a sparking \ 
| 20-point effort, was the offense j 
f leader for ‘Dosta. Bill Wisenbaker y 
J was next in line with eight. Ike • 
] Harrell and Wisenbaker were the , 
I ‘Cats’ top rebounders.
I LOHI scored 22 field goals and
I sank 17 of 29 foul shots. The 
Eagles, Were charged with 13 
fouls. Valdosta sank 17 field goals 
and hit on 12 of 18 tries from the 
charity line. The Wildcats were 
charged with 19 fouls.* * *

Patty Nichols and Shelby Blan- 
, ton each scored; 18 points and 

Lucille Dawson accounted for 10 
to lead the Kittens* balanced at- | 

( tack. The guard trio of Mary 
1 Ann Mayo, Sue Katz and Delores 
I Lashley did the big defensive job 
i for the VHS sextet.

Amy Hare, with seven points, 
j was top scorer for LOHI.

Individual scoring follows:
GIRLS

Valdosta L__*___ „. 19 34 48 57 J

—Times Staff Photo

Val Walden (43), Ike Harrell (22) Go Up 
LOHI, Valdosta Players Try To Snag Rebound



VALDOSTA 'TERRORIZES*
HELPLESS THOMASVILLE

Wildcats Win Second Straight, 
37-6, But Lose Star Henry

THE YARDSTICK 
VALDOSTA (37) THOMASVILLE (6)

14 
275

94
I 53

First Downs 
Yards Rushing

Yards Passing 
Penalties

5 
59 
41 
43

Atlanta journal •constitution 1 •ILLE, Ga., Sept. 17 — Razor-sharp c1^.. Wally Colson »nd Charlie 
ert defense and some dazzling broken-1 Harris; tackles Bill Myddleton,ng, an alert defense and some dazzling broken-

^ s ^^",^"7 ^ H^»tii^ y dividends for the Valdosta Wildcats here Friday I j^. guards Gary Minchew, Ray 
as they licked the Thomasville Bulldogs, 37-6. I Bennett, Jimmy Adams andl

plays later fullback George krar^_Wete* 

Herring crashed over from four
) crowd of approximately 7,000i 
s on hand as Coach Wright I 
zemores Wildcats, members of I 
won 1-AAA, clicked off their I 
rand win of the season and ran' 
sir victory string to eight 
might games against traditional

yards out.
While the score was 14-6 at the 

half, meaning the Bulldogs were 
still in the ball game at that 
time, the Wildcats struck for a

he defeat leveled the Bulldogs'
record off at 11.

While the triumph was a pleas­
ing one, it was also costly for

touchdown early in the third pe- 
riod and remained in command I Valdosta

Allen Holt and Foy Norwood the I 
leaders. I

Besides those figuring in the I 
i scoring, the backfield stickouts V 
included Eddie Zant, Clyo Blanton, I

I Burnice Hiers, Butch Luke, Stan I 
I Reaves and Tommy Tart.

Valdosta. Bunky Henry
offensive

Score by quarters: _ „
ROdVBfea. ........-.....................7 7 7 16—37.

Thomasville ..................................... -r,0 £
_____ Scoring TDs: Valdosta—B. Bennett 3

1 woe I <54. 43, 20, runs), Buffer (26, run),I Valdosta S line iorce was Hatcher <71, pass from Thomas. Thom-
. . the situation With ends asviUe—Herring (4, run). Field Soals—Hcnrv a tai- I Blaster 01 me S „ u I Valdosta—Smith; ATs—Valdosta—Henry

end and place I Henry, Billy Blocker, Billy Holtz-12 (piaceemnu^n^^

from there on in.

suffered a
>ken leg and will be lost to] 
b Wildcats for the remainder I 
the season.

The bone in his left leg between
his knee and ankle was fractured I 
in two places. He was injured 
just before the second half ended । ’ 
and left the field in an ambu- I 
lance. I

BENNETT, a 155-pound junior, Il 
led the Wildcats' explosive attack. Il 
He scored three touchdowns onII 
runs of 54, 43 and 20 yards. Rut- II 
fer tallied once on a 26-yard run. 11

He returned a punt 85 yards for 11
I another marker, but it was nulli-11 

lied by a penalty. A quarterback 11 
Rick Thomas to halfback Bud I

r Hatcher pass, which covered 71 ’
yards, was good for a TD.

Halfback Giles Smith climaxed J 
his point parade with a field! 5 
goal from the 8-y ard line in the IJ 
final period. £

Thomasville’s only touchdown I n 
came just before the first half 
ended. Quarterback Doug Vick s 
intercepted a pass and put the a 
Bulldogs in business at the Vai- a

MITCHELL GOES BY AIR

Valdosta’s Bennett 
Gains on Dickens

dosta 38. He then connected on Ip 
a 25-year Mr strike to halfback 1 c 
Sonny Thompson and three v

By ELLWOOD MOYER
Special to The Constitution

COLUMBUS, Ga. — Valdosta's1 

Bruce Bennett made the big 
gains “three ways” as Wright 
Bazemore’s Wildcats thrashed 
Thomasville last Friday night, 
37-6. :

Valdosta’s Rick Thomas, wno 
completed 3 of 6 for 94 yards, 
and now leads all passers with 
195 yards. Warner Robins' Jack 
Hammond has fired" for 184 yards.

Bennett, with 138 yards in only 
six carries, was the week’s num­
ber one gainer in Region 1-AAA 
circles. He also made the big gain 
in the rushing listings, moving up 
to second place with 210 yards' 
in two games.

And his three touchdown runs 
gave him top honors in that de­
partment for the weekend.



’Cats, Jordan Tangle Friday
Rated Top Attraction 
On Region 1-AAA Card

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

In a game rated the top attraction on this week’s Region 1-AAA 
card the Valdosta Wildcats will meet the Jordan Red Jackets of
Columbus here Friday night.

The game is scheduled for 8 
p. m. at Cleveland Field.

It will be the third game in 
a series which had its beginning 
in 1958. Valdosta is two-up in 
the set, but just got by 7-6 last 
year on a last-minute, 98-yard 
pass interception return.

Coach Wright Bazemore’s Wild­
cats have a 2-0 record after 
beating league foe Baker (Col­
umbus), 20-14, and non-regional 
opponent Thomasville, 37-6.

Coach Bob Donaldson, the Red 
Jackets* new grid boss, has seen 
his Jordan eleven split a pair of 
regional contests. They beat 
Moultrie, 19-12 and lost to La­
Grange, 13-7.

Donaldson, whose teams lost 
just one game in five seasons of 
prep competition in South Caro­
lina, has a veteran crew which 
he has taught some new and dif­
ficult to stop offensive tricks.

Jordan represents hurdle No. 3 
in the Wildcats’ plan to improve 
on their 5-5 showing in 1959.

Slated for heavy action for the 
Jackets are ends Gene Brown 
(160, sr.) and James Burtin (143, 
sr.), tackles Larry Overby (170, 
sr.) Jerry Gill (230, sr.), Ross 
McCain (195, jr.) and Larry Bu­
chanan (270, soph.), guards Joe 
Allen (167, jr.) and Sonny Bu­
chanan (240), center Larry Jones 
(167, sr.), quarterbacks Mike 
Welch (155, sr.) and Tommy 
Garnto (160, sr.), halfbacks Sam 
Fulford (155, jr.), James -Rut­
land (155, sr.) and Al Tillman 
(150, jr.) and fullbacks Tommy 
Hart (160, sr.) and Gene Burkette 
(175, sr.).

Well stocked with heavy­
weights in the line, Jordan has a 
reputation for defensive tough­
ness.

It offers a varied attack, using 
the T-formation, winged-T and 
TCU-spread.

With Welch, Garnto and Fulford 
doing the pitching, the Red Jack­
ets have made their aerial at­
tack click for 301 yards and three 
touchdowns in two games. They 
have completed 20 of 30 passes 
for a dazzling .666 average.

The Wildcats, trying to make 
up for their lack of size with a 
modified two-platoon system, 
have made their ground game 
click so far. . / .

i But how well such -small, but

hard hitting, Valdosta backs as 
Bruce Bennett, Kenny Ruffers, 
Giles Smith, and Burnice Hiers 
will do tomorrow night remains 
to be seen. They have been the 
attack leaders, and Hiers, at 165, 
is the heavyweight in the bunch.

Against Baker and Thomasville 
Bennett, Ruffer and Smith all got 
loose for long runs. Hiers has 
been a steady offensive perform­
er and has impressed with his 
blocking.

Their backfield helpmates will 
include Rick Thomas, Stan Reav­
es, Butch Luke, Clyo Blanton, 
Walter Zant, Tommy Tart and 
Bud Hatcher.

The VHS line force will have 
to get along without the services 
of Bunky Henry, a talented of­
fensive end who doubled as a 
place kicking specialist. Henry is 
sidelined with a broken leg. He 
underwent an operation yester­
day to have a pin inserted in his 
injured leg.

But set for duty are ends Bill 
Holtzclaw, Bill Bocker, Charlie 
Harris and Wally Colson, tackles 
Skipper Prewitte, Billy Schroer, 
Bill Myddleton, Bobby Grondahl 
and Jerry Reaves, guards Jimmy 
Adams, Gary Minchew, Ray 
Bennett and Frank Weathering­
ton and centers Allen Holt and 
Foy Norwood.

The Valdosta line more than 
held its own in the battles with 
the Lions and Bulldogs, blit hasn’t 
gone against an up-front drew 
with the size and the talent of the 
x.... j,...^ win. fields —

—Times Staff Photo

Wildcats' Fullback Burnice Hiers
Heavyweight In VHS Backfield At 165
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Grangers Top
'Cats, 45-36
Valdosta Plays Jordan, Echols 
In Doubleheader Here Tonight

The 
one pc

ar

to

Wildcats, stone cold in the opening period, dropped a 
11 decision to the LaGrange Grangers here last night, 
accounted for just time this season

first stanza, fell 
he Grangers and 
in the Region 1-

6-7 record
the Wildcats 

in all games
?gional chart. The 
hie ninth in 10 starts

Valdosta's Kittens were idle last 
night, but they will meet Echols 
County (Statenvile) tonight while 
the ‘Cats clash with Jordan <Col- 
umbus> in a twin-bill slated for 
7 p. m here at the VHS gym.

The Kittens have a sparkling 
12-1 record and defeated Echols 
in an earlier game at Statenville. 
The 'Cats will be meeting Jordan, 
a I-AAA member, for the first

In last night s game, LaGrange 
got off to an early 10-0 lead. Che 
Wildcats battled on fairly even 
terms after that but were never 
able to make up the lost ground

Bubba Fowler hit for 13 
and Jimmy Smith scored 
pace the Grangers* attack.

Bill Wisenbaker and Leo
with eight 
top scorers

Individual

points 
10 to

markers each, 
for Valdosta, 
scoring follows:

Wells, 
were

BOYS
Valdosta _______
LaGrange_____

VALDOSTA (36)

.__ 1 11 21
—12 21 32

36
45

Wisenbaker
8, Wells 8, Steele 7, Johnson 
Smith 4, Register 2, Harrell 

LAGRANGE (45) — Fowler
I Smith 10, Mahaffey 9, Lord 
Culver 3, Solomon 2.

6, 
1.

13,
7,

ON FRIDAY ; ^ J*

VHS Plays Hahira, 
Eagles Meet Ware

high school basket-4^Friday’s , _ , ,
ball slate calls for Valdosta’s
eagers to make their first trip 
of the season while Lowndes 
County’s hardwood force stays! 
home to “entertain” a tough re-1 
gional foe.

Valdosta’s Wildcats and Kittens 
will meet Hahira in a twin - bill; 
tomorrow night at Hahira after! 
four straight “home’’ games.

LOHI will face Region 1-A 
(East) opponent Ware County! 
(Waycross) in a doubleheader au 
the Lowndes County gym.’

♦ *
In other Friday night action/ 

Cook County (Adel) will play al 
Thomasville, Hoboken at Clinch 
County (Homerville), Brooks 
County (Quitman) at Cairo and 
Jasper, Fla., at Mayo, Fla.

The Valdosta quintets and sex­
tets will be playing return en­
gagements.

In earlier meetings the Wild­
cats edged coach Jack Jarrard’s 
Tigers, 49-48, while coach Bill 
Davis’ Kittens defeated the Ha­
hira girls, 55-31.

The ‘Cats now have a 2-2 re-1 
cord and the Kittens can boast 
of a perfect 4-0 mark. The Ha­
hira teams have matching 3-41 
records.

LOHI and Ware will also be 
playing return engagements.

In an earlier meeting the Ga­
tors shaded the Eagles, 42-40, 
while the Ware girls turned back 
the Lowndes sextet, 61-51.

Coach Carlton Adams’ Eagles 
have a 4-4 record in all games, I 
and a 1-3 chart in loop play.

Sub-division titles will be de- ( 
cided by tourney play. However, 
regular season records against I 
regional foes will determine I 
seeding for the tournaments. I

The Lowndes girls are 1-7 for 
the season and are seeking their! 
league triumph.

Both the Cook County boys and 
girls are going well this season. 
Coach Wyatt Grimmer’s Hornets [ 
have a 5-3 record and the Cook! 
girls team has a 6-2 chart.

Clinch County’s Panthers will 
be out to extend a three-garnet 
victory streak in their meeting 
with Hoboken. The Homerville 
quintet is 7-1 for the year.

Brooks County’s eagers will be 
out to improve on already spark-! 
ling records. Coach Charles । 
Cooper’s Tigers have a 5-1 mark ; 
Coach George Eanes’ Brooks sex- 

cHcked for six triumphs 
without a loss.
,5* Tigers can expect tough 

sledmg against coach Tommy 
Taylor s always tough Cairo 
Syrupmakers. .

w®



aldosta's Stop 'Em Crew
Chills Jordan Attack, 27-0

B. Bennett, Ruffer Key Offense;
three of four passes to help ac

Smith, Myddleton Lead Defense *“X
count for 49 more yards.

Smith turned in a solid pei
!. He gained 21 yan

Special to The Atlanta Journal-Constitution ,__„
\ VALDOSTA, Ga., Sept. 24—With its hard-charging 

efensive unit stopping Jordan’s new-look, and up to 
iow potent, attack cold, the Valdosta Wildcats gained 
a 27-0 victory over the Red Jackets from Columbus

mere Friday night. _
I While Coach Wright Bazemore’s

w x™ running tries, caught a 
pair of passes that were good for 
34 yards, got off punts that sailed 
55 and 42 yards, made good on 
three of four PAT tries, did his 
share of the blocking and was in 
on virtually every , tackle made

3

charges rang up touchdowns in 
each quarter, it was to the Wild­
cats* stop ’em crew that the 
major share of the credit belongs.

A crowd of approximately, 5,000 
was on hand as Valdosta rolled

(27) 
15

189
116 

60

THE YARDSTICK
VALDOSTA JORDAN (0)

First Downs
Yards Rushing
Yards Passing
Yards Penalized

4
—15 

39 
50

to its third straight victory and 
boosted its Region 1-AAA records 
to 2-0. The loss was the second 
in three regional starts for 
Coach Bob Donaldson’s Jackets.

The Wildcats’ high-flying stop 
J ’em unit limited Jordan to 
| minus 15 yards rushing and 
I held the Jackets’ vaunted pass­

ing attack off the TCU-spread 
to a scant 39 yards. The Jack- 

| ets made just one timid thrust 
I into Valdosta territory. In the 

opening period Jordan drove to 
the 24, but was shoved back to 
the 44. The Jackets failed to 
get back across the mid-field

Ruffer plunged over from the' one , 
after moving the ball in close 
with a determined 13-yard jolt i 
up the middle.

In the closing stanza, the Wild­
cats moyed from their own 43 to 
the Jackets’ two, with a 38-yard 
air strike from quarterback Rick 
Thomas to Colson the big gainer 
in the march. However, a fum­
ble halted things. But Jordon got 
to keep the ball just two plays 
then guard Ray Bennett re-

while covering kicks. •' „
Valdosta .........................•■■6000-0

’run). PATs: Valdosta—Smith 3 (Place 
meats). .___ -»

stripe. ~ , ...
I Defensive excellence, also, after 
that, allowed the Wildcats to 
strike for touchdowns from fair-
ly close range.

■ However, the first Valdosta TD 
effort came on a six-play, 61- 

I yard march the first time the

claimed the pigskin for the Wild­
cats at the two. Fullback Burnice 
Hiers plunged over from there.

Beside halfback Bruce Ben­
nett, a double-duty man, and 
guard Ray Bennett, the stop 
’em crew leaders included half­
backs Stan Reaves, Clyo Blan­
ton and Bud Hatcher, fullback 
Butch Luke, ends Charlie Har­
ris and Bill Blocker, quarter­
back Tommy Tart, tackles Bill 
Myddleton and Bobby Grondalil 
and center Allen Holt.
Myddleton led in the tackles 

made department with eight. 
, The 183-pound sophomore made 

most of his stops well behind the

Wildcats got their hands on the 
ball Halfback Bruce Bennett 
made it on a seven-yard sweep 
around end, after setting it up
with a 34-yard jaunt.

In the second stanza the Cats 
covered 33 yards in four plays, 
with Bennett scoring from 12 
yards out. A key block by end 
Wally Colson helped make this 
play click. * * #

VALDOSTA moved 28 yards in 
four plays for its marker in the Ki period. Halfback Kenny

line of scrimmage.
The attack leaders were Bruce 

Bennett, Thomas, Ruffer, Hiers 
j nd halfback Giles Smith.

Bennett made 81 yards in L 
‘ushing tries and connected o



DICKENS LEADS

Ruff er, Bennett 2nd
On 1-AAA Point List

| ference between a win, a tie and 
a loss for the Willingham Rams.

The 185-pounder, who picked up 
a net of 99 yards rushing in the 
game, retained his hold on the 
scoring lead in the region as he 
tallied once to run his scoring 
total for the year to 37 points in I 
three games.

Kenny Ruffer and Bruce Ben- 
being upset 12-13 by Baker while I n®** °[ ^ aidosta’ ??e ^fS i

’game, both have scored 24 points | 
I and are tied for second-place.

BY ELLWOOD MOYER

Special to Times

COLUMBUS — As Region 
AAA enters the third week

1- 
of

play, only four of the 10 teams 
in the loop still remain undefeat­
ed in league play as both Wiling- 
ham and Jordan fell by the way- 
aide this past week, the Rams

the Red Jackets lost 13-7 to 
Grange.

Thus Lanier, LaGrange, 
bany and Valdosta now alone 
main unbeaten in loop play.

These four clubs are all in 
tion this week against region

. Mickey Rivers of Lanier got 
~* one of the two Poet scores against 
rc' Moultrie and holds fourth place 

in the scoring parade with 18 
ac‘ points. Ray Crawford, Colum- 

. . op* bus end, scored all 13 of the Iponente, and all play home Blue ^^ ^ inst
games Lanier takes on Colum- ^ and moved jnt0 fifth place 

with that total.
A total of five players are then

bus. Valdosta clashes with Jor- 
dan, LaGrange is host to Willing­
ham. and Albany meets Warner 
Babins. tied for sixth place with

la the two non-region games, 
Baker takes on Central of Phenix

of 12-points each.
a total

City, Ala. in a Bi-City clash while Teams
Moultrie journeys to Thomas- 
ville.

Lanier

SEASON STANDINGS 
W

Poets Face Valdosta
With Eyes On Crown

। 14-7, despite losing four fumbles - However, Valdosta can also boast 
] and drawing penalties at crucial of a similar accomplishment. But 

. „ times. They had similar trouble I they have met no mutual foes, 
J*™** ^ *e-1 against Warner Robins, but came 

gion 1-AAA, hopes to use a vic- ^ a bone-crushing fin-
tory over Valdosta s Wildcats as 
a stepping stone that will help 
them climb back to the football 
throne room.

Coach Wright Bazemore’s VHS 
eleven will meet coach John 
(Cotton) Harrison’s Poets in a 
league battle at Macon on Sat­
urday night.

Lanier, a charter member of 
the circuit and winner of a long 
list of region sports titles, has 
had to endure a championship

By SAMMY GLASSMAN
Times Sports Editor

drought in recent years.
While the Poets compiled a 5-5

record last fall, they finished

so there is no basis far com-

I ish.
“Lanier has won three straight," 

Bazemore said. “That in itself is 
a noteworth accomplishment. But
they've won despite getting more
than their share of the
breaks. Just think what kind of

parison.
Valdosta, lacking size, 

ed on swift strikes to
depend- 
subdue 

Jordan., 
own a

। Baker, Thomasville and 
I If the Poets, who will 

w* ^ I weight advantage, can match the 
bad Wildcats in the speed department 

I of I Bazemore's charges may see.
trouble they are capable of deal-1 their attack stalled.
ing out when things are going | “Until you actually play a team 

you have no way of knowing howtheir way.
“Sure, we’ve 

in a row. We’ve 
ball so far. But 
team, the kind

also won three you really compare," Bazemore 
played good foot-1 said. "But when we scouted Lan- 
we have a young 
that can have a

I tn action this past week, the 
I LaGrange Grangers, who had not 
• I been scored upon since the third 
» period of the Albany game last 
11 season, had their goal line 
’ crossed for the first time since 

then when Jordan's Mike Welsh 
hit Sammy Fulford on a 17-yard 
touchdown pass play in the third 
period Saturday night.

Thus was ended a streak of 31 
periods without a score on the 

I LaGrange team over a two-year 
period.

। Meanwhile the Baker Lions 
scored a surprising 13-12 upset 
win over the Willingham Rams 

J in Macon to snap a 17-game los- 
I ing streak. The last previous

LaGrange 
Valdosta 
Willingham 
Albany 
Jordan 
Baker 
Warner Robins*
Columbus
Moultrie 

Totals
• Tie

2
2

0 
0 
0

pt op

„•
-0 
„.o

2
2

11 10 
game with Ferry 

REGION STANDINGS

Lanier  
LaGrange _
Albany 
Valdosta 
Willingham _
Jordan  
Baker 
Columbus _
Moultrie  
Warner Robins

Totals

W 
_2

.2

.0 
0
0 
9

45
26
77
69
45
26
27
19
26
12

372

13

20
26
44
25
52
81
46
32

346

o 
o 
0 
0

2 
2
2 
9

SCHEDULE FOR WEEK 
Columbus at Lanier 
Central at Baker 
Jordan at Valdosta 
Willingham at LaGrange 
Warner Robins at Albany 
Moultrie at Thomasville

pt. op
45
13
32
40
69
26
27
26
12
13

303

13 
7

13

26
25
52
46
32
75

303

_ ------------- ------ . _ LEADING SCORERS
I Baker win was a 26-13 decision Player, Team g ids pat t

on Sept. 26. 1958. against the SX^v*d^ -------3
I Central Red Devils, the Lions’ Bennett, vaMosta

opponents this week-end.

Junior 
who had

fullback Joel Dickens, 
previously added seven

out of eight extra-point place- 
| ments. missed twice last week in 
■ the Baker game and as fate 
E would have it. this was the dif-

Rivers, Lanier _ ___  
Crawford, Columbus 
MuslaL Lanier ____  
Fulford, Jordan _ l 
Wheeler/ Willingham 
Doyab Albany _ __  
Mucha, Warner Robins 
Henry, Valdosta „______  
Richardson, Lanier__ .—?
Buttrum, LaGrange ___  
Smith, Valdosta___ ,— 
Hammond, Warner Robins

37 '

>2 
12

■ strong and offered promise of 
| better things to come.

So far they’ve been running 
■ right on schedule. They top the 

1-AAA standings after beating 
Warner Robins, 32-13; Moultrie, 
13-0 and Columbus, 14-7.

The Wildcats also have a three- 
game victory streak going. They 
have turned back Baker (Colum­
bus), 40-14; Thomasville, 36-7, and 
Jordan (Columbus), 27-0.

However, only Baker and Jor­
dan were league foes. With a 2-0 
regional chart, the Wildcats share 
second place in the standings 
with Aloany and LaGrange.

Bazemore cautioned his charges 
to expect trouble in their first 
three games. However, with 
sharp team efforts, they - won 
them all by comfortable margins.

But the Valdosta mentor be­
lieves that odds can catch up 

। with a team, and this might be 
the week when a combination of 
a tough opponent and fate deals 
the Wildcats a full share of 
trouble.

While Lanier has clicked off 
three straight victories observers 
close to the scene says the Poets [ 
haven’t hit full^y^d^ ^

They beat Columbus last week,-----------^■KmBBM9Bm--------

[ bad night. We’ve got to try to 
guard against that.

“Our scout report shows Lanier 
has much better balance than any 
team we’ve played. They mix 
their running and passing game 
well. They have good size and j 
very good team speed. Lanier Is
an extremely tough defensive 
team."

The Poets have yielded just 
three touchdowns in three games.

ier it showed fine speed, plus 
I toughness It is a solid, weW- 
. coached ball club We’ve got to 
' be at our best to have a chance.”

Along about now HarriM must 
be telling his Poets the same 
things about Valdosta. The tw 
use very similar offensive and I 
defensive patterns. They have 
similar records and both ***** 
stay in contention for #w fWtoo 
championship The game theuW 
make for an interesting night if 
football.

Wildcats, Jackets May 
Offer Ground-Air Duel

Now I know exactly how a baseball player feel# 
when his batting average starts to dwindle.

After checking the returns on last week’s prep and coDfl 
football games my prediction average was .704. I got 19 righlj^H 
missed on eight. There were several tie games and my policy U W 
toss them out, counting them as neither right or wrong

While a .704 effort isn’t too 
bad, especially for me. it did
drop my average for 
son from .765 to .738. 
not discouraged. I’m 
keep on trying.

Here’s the way

the sea- 
But I’m 
going to

I figure
some of this week’s high school 
tilts.

VALDOSTA VS JORDAN— 
Coach Wright Bazemore said 
his Wildcats might have trou- I 
ble against Baker and Thom­
asville, but they didn’t. He I 
has tossed out the same kind I 
of warning about the Red Jack­
ets, and this time I think he's I 
right. Coach Bob Donaldson's 
boys from Columbus have ex­
perience, size and a slick pass- ’ 
ing attack that works from
the TCU-spread. The ’Cats 
ground attack has worked 
so far. The game may boil do. 
Bight now it figures as the kind J 
Lm1picking Valdosta and have # 
oijforecast. crossed boptag I



Saturday night’s clash in Macon

BY SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

If a dry track is in the offing,

.anier, VHS Could 
ffer Scoring Due!

with speed to pile up 230 yerds on I Wildcats’ punting and place kick- 
36 tries. He is also capable of ing specialist.
hitting the “home run.’’ The big 
halfback scored against Moultrie

Fullback Burnice Hires, a 165-

between Valdosta’s Wildcats and on a 45-yard romp.
| Chase is a steady type per- 
former who has gained 127 yards 
the 20 time he has lugged the 
pigskin. He operates from full- 

' back because of his line busting

Lanier’s Poets may produce some] 
offensive fireworks.

Both of the Region 1-AAA en­
tries have the type backs that 
can give the opposition plenty of 
worries when it comes time to
planning the defense.

Coach John (Cotton) Harrison’s 
Poets have been led to victories 
over Warner Robins (32-13), 
Moultrie (13-0) and Columbus 
(14-7), by a quartet of talented, 
seniors.

Lanier’s attack leaders are 
quarterback John Breedlove (175), 
halfbacks Mickey Rivers (155) 

land Ted Musial (175) and full­
back Buddy Chase (165).

It is a combo that has good

ability.
Valdosta, with victories over 

Baker (40-14), Thomasville (37-6) 
and Jordan (27-0) to its credit, 
also has some talent in the back-

size, fine speed and balance.
Breedlove is an impressive 1 on 

passer. He has completed 14 of 
32 tosses for an even 200 yards.
He unleased one 40-yard aerial

field.
While the members of the Wild­

cats’ attack unit are smaller and 
younger than Lanier’s “Go-Go” 
boys, they can also boast of some 
impressive statistics.

Bruce Bennett, a 150-pound 
junior who plays quarterback, 
halfback and fullback, has set 
the pace. He has gained 271 yards 

1 on 26 tries and has completed 
three of five passes for 67. He 
leads VHS and stands second on 
the region list in scoring with 36

pound senior, has romped for 99 
yards on 23 carries. He is also 
a sharp blocker. Rick Thomas, 
a 145-pound sophomore quarter­
back, has shown passing talent 
with nine completions in 18 tries 
for 204 yards and a pair of 
touchdowns.

Others who have helped with 
the backfield chores on offense 
and defense are Stan Reaves, 
Bud Hatcher, Butch Luke, Clyo 
Blanton, Tommy Tart, Walter 
Zant, Sirosis Barker and Jerry
Varnedoe. , _

While both the Wildcats and 
Poets have shown potent attacks 
so far, there is no guarantee that 
a scoring duel will develop. Both 
also have a reputation for de­
fensive toughness. Each has 
yielded only three touchdowns 
and each has a “shutout’ ; to its 
credit.

Race Hot
] In 1-AAA

Grid Play

bomb against Columbus.
Rivers is the smallest member 

of the foursome, but he’s a speed 
merchant capable of going all 
the way anytime he carries. He 
has gained 200 yards on 34 car­
ries. Against Warner Robins he 
scored on an 84-yard kickoff re­
turn. Last week against Colum­
bus he scampered 40 yards for 
the Poets’ winning tally. He is 
also a fine pass receiver. It was 
to Rivers that Breedlove pitched 
for the tally against Imps;

points. ,
Kenny Ruffer, a 158-pound 

sophomore, is next in line. He’s 
gone 183 yards on 24 tries from 
scrimmage and has returned a 
dozen punts a total of 170 yards. 
Both Ruffer and Bennett have 
scored on long runs. Ruffer has 
30 points to his credit.

Giles Smith, a 1^^ 
sophomore, is another halfback 
with talent. He’s gained 75 yards 
on 13 rushing tries and has
caught three passes
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Saturday Is ‘Lucky’ * 
Night For Wildcats *^

Notes On This And That:
One really couldn’t blame Bill Kittrell, the Valdosta 

Wildcats’ hoop boss, if he tried to arrange a schedule 
next season where his team played only an Saturday 
night.

Certainly Saturday has been the ’Cats’ “lucky” night this sea­
son. A little research by Johnny B. Lastinger turned up the fact 
that the Wildcats have a 6-1 record in. Saturday night affairs. That 
lone defeat was by one point t? Baker of Columbus. In games on 
weekday nights the VHS quintet had a 2-8 mark before meeting 
Berrien County at Alapaha.

In answer to a request by Kittrell I’ll explain the Wildcats’ 
record against Region 1-AAA opponents. In all games against league 
foes they have a 3-6 mark. But one tilt with Warner Robins does 
not really count. in the standings that will be used to determine , 
the seeding for the regional tournament.

So the VHS quintet’s official regional record is 3-5. This 
you an idea of how complicated 
basketball record keeping can 
get.

For the football fans who 
are interested coach Wright 
Bazemore has set March 6*as 
the tentative date for his Wild­
cats to start spring grid 
tice.

I By BOB PRICE
Times-Union Sports Writer

I Region 1-AAA’s torrid football I 
I race reaches a new boiling point I 
| tonight with two of its undefeated I 
: leaders clashing and the other I 
1 meeting the 1959 champion in the I 
J top grid tests of the South Geor- I 
i gia schoolboy ranks.
1 Valdosta and Lanier, boasting. ; 
j perfect 3-0 showings for 1960 get 

together at Macon while La­
Grange, 3-0, plays host to once

j defeated Albany. Albany has 
I bounced back from an opening 

night loss to Benedictine with two 
■ consecutive victories.

Jesup, the AA defending king, 
I steps out of its division for a 
U home battle with AAA Savannah I High. Both are sporting perfect 
I 3-0 records.
I Winningest teams in South Geor-1 I gia, Bainbridge and Tifton in AA I and Patterson in B are on the 
■ road this week with the Bearcats I invading Nashville while the Ea- I gles fly into Pearson, and Tifton I visiting Thomasville.
I Waycross, the other perfect 3-0 H eleven in South Georgia, stays at 

home for an intra-city clash with 
(Ware County.
j Glynn Academy of Brunswick 

■ plays host to Beaufort, S.C. and 
■ Folkston entertains Madison, Fla., 

in the only inter-state affairs this 
| week.
■ Coach Wright Bazemore’s po- 
K tent Wildcats depend on Kenny 
■ Rufer, Bruce Bennett and Rick 
M Thomas to key its offensive move­

ments while Bill Myddleton, Giles
. * 1 Smith and Allen Holt lead the de- 

fense.
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'CATS FINISH 
ALBANY, 7-0

Valdosta's Bennett Scores TD

Had to Win/ Says Bazemore

GENE ASHER 
,-.wiw.jta Journal Staff Wrltar 

VALDOSTA. Ga., Oct 8—Valdosta High’s WB 
forged a new link in their golden chain of footbal
tories Friday night.

The Wildcats, who in the ’SOs I 
dominated the state’s A and A A 
classifications, began to take over 
in Class AAA as they all but de­
throned state champion Albany. 
7-0, before 7,500 fans.

The victory left them the only 
undefeated team in Region 1- 
AAA with a perfect 5-0-0 record.
Striking with lightning-like speed 

on a wet and slippery turf, they 
scored in two minutes and 45

THE YARDSTICK,
AL* ANT1

Tanii Ruahintf 
Yards Pawns 

Yards Penalised

seconds, then out-tackled and out- 
blocked the champs the rest of
the way.

“This was the game we 
win,” Valdosta Coach 
Bazemore said afterward, 
could be the key to the

had to

season
Staff Photo—Darrell Thompson

Man y’s bill button finds rough road ahead through valdosta front linemen 
Indian Halfback Seems to Be Getting Hit From All Sides as Wildcats Move In for Tackle

but we will need a lot of luck.” I
Against Albany, it was a case 

of speed, not luck. From the 
moment Kenny Rafter set up the । 
first touchdown with a 34-yard ( 
punt return until the final 
whistle the Wildcats led the 
chase.
Their line got the jump on the I 

Albany forewall incessantly and 
their backs were seldom stopped 
short of the Albany secondary.

Valdosta out-rushed the visitors, n 
143-69, and out-first downed them. 
9 to 6.

<w ^

It required only i 
the touchdown the fl

'or

dosta got its hands on the ball . 
Buffer, a sophomore, took a Rich-1 
ard Howard punt on his 37. cut I 
to the outside, faked two tacklers 
out of the way and raced to the I 
Albany 36-yard line.

Quarterhack Bruce Bennett I 
moved it to the one on a S3- I 
yard run and then kept himself I 
for the score. Giles Smith I 
place-kicked the extra point.

Albany made its lone serious 
threat early in the second quarter 
on a 4O-yard drive to the Valdosta 
eight. But the ’Wildcat farewell 
bolstered by ( apt. Alien HAt. Ml

Staff Photo—Darrell Thomoson
ALBANY’S JERRY DOYAL APPEARS TO HAVE BALL BALANCED ON HANI

Stan Reaves of Valdosta Is Successful in Breaking Up Play



osta’s Young, Light Team PromiSAS
By BOB PRICE

Times-Union Sports Writer
Twenty-one years ago Wright 

Bazemore assumed the reins of 
Valdosta’s Wildcats. Little did he 
dream that in 1960 he’d be field­
ing the lightest and youngest 
eleven of his highly successful 
career.

One will have to do a lot of 
thumbing to find a club to match 
Valdosta in youth. The Wildcats 
have eight sophomores on the 
starting offensive eleven and

'Dosta Bees

three on defense. And to top 
that, a pair of 
14 • year - old 
f r eshmen — 
quarterback 
Rick Thomas
and 
my 
are 
of

tackle Jim- 
Robinson— 

seeing a lol 
action. An

Bazemore 
experts are up 
1960 Wildcats, 
very cautious, 
young and too 
swer when One

other frosh, Clyc 
Blanton, is a 

i regular on the 
defensive unit.

A lot of the 
in arms over the 
but Bazemore is 
“We’re just too 

light,” is his an- 
questions the pos-

sibility of Valdosta going all the 
way this season.

However, Bazemore isn’t a bit 
bashful at admitting his eleven 
will be a team to watch in 1961 
and 1962. “I played most of these 
youngsters last year as freshmen 
and they gained a lot of experi­
ence getting racked. Now this 
year they’re getting more game 
savvy and are winning a few.” !

Seniors are a rarity on the Val­
dosta offensive team and one of 
the few last year men on the de­
fensive unit is Billy Blocker, who 
has been next to sensational at 
end.

The young club, has scored 18 
touchdowns this fall and has 
added 12 conversions and a field 
goal. Bruce Bennett, a sweep 
specialist who picked up 281 
yards in his first 26 carries this 
fall, and Kenny Ruf er romped to 
183 in 24 attempts, mostly on off- 
tackle smashes.

I By Valdosta
pidlsHel

Bazemore 
ized his ’60 
and light, 
never been 
of tutoring.

may not have real- 
club would be young 
but his future has 
brighter in 21 years

■ ATLANTA, Oct. 25 ffi _ The 
j J^*6^ remained unchanged 

?hf ^^ was ^® sh«ffltag in 
I. the ranks of the top ten of Geor- 
j gia high school football this X 
I a_T?r®e ^y teams gained ratings 
I SLf r^ult M ^ week's show- 
laSs as67™"® West Rome to 
ini?3 AA' Ware County in a and 
1 Rabun County fa B.
| The selections are made by a 
I Su™1*3® ^W board of 10 sports 
I editors and writers.
I AA*! ^^J5 lineUP: I

. Georgia Military CoS^t”^
1t ic eiidr^ft at t anooga*. Vafj^y’v Put num Coun- '

’ ty> Bremen, School for Deaf.

Open Season 
Here Tonight

The Valdosta High “B” football 
team will open its 1960 season 
here tonight against Moultrie.

The game is slated for 8 p. m. I 
at Cleveland Field.

Coach Bill Bennett’s Baby Wild­
cats are hoping to improve on 
their 1-4 showing of 1959. They 
have a six-game slate.

Other games scheduled are as 
follows:

Oct. 6, Waycross, there; Oct. 
27, Moultrie, there; Nov. 3, Al­
bany, here; Nov. 10, Way cross, 
here.

A date for a game with Albany 
at Albany will be set later.

Probable starters for the Baby 
Wildcats for tonight are as 
follow*:

Ends Dick Bender (150) and 
Bruce Buie (135), tackles Jimmy 
DeCeasare (165) and Larry Green 
(155), guards Bo Hall (145) and. 
Don Reames (135), center New­
ton Edmonds <135), quarterback 
Charles Guess (120), halfbacks 
Joe Johnson (125) and Butch Fus­
sell (130 and fullback Bill Ber­
nard (125).

Also slated for heavy duty are 
quarterback Tommy Akins (140), 
fullback Ralph Hire,ct (130) and 
halfback Brinson Taylor (130).

Kittens At fton
LOHI Plays Hahira

in 
a

High school basketball teams 
the area will move along at 
brisk pace this week with heavy 
Autism tan tnnieht. Friday andaction on tap tonight, Friday
Saturday.' - ,

Valdosta’s Wildcats will be 
tonight, but the VHS Kittens 
be playing Tifton at Tifton.

♦ ♦ ♦

idle 
will

In other games, Lowndes Coun­
ty will be at Hahira, Clinch 
County (Homerville) at Lanier 
County (Lakeland), Georgia 
Christian Institute at Jasper Fla., 
and Berrien County (Nashville)

Hahira sextet, 48-46, in 
first meeting.

their । swing into 
against La(

Coach Carlton Adams’ Eagles 
have a 10-5 record. They have 
won four in a row and captured 
six of their last seven starts. 
Coach Jack Jarrard’s Tigers have 
a 7-6 chart. The LOHI girls are 

" * ’ lassies are3-11 and the 
6-6.

*
Two of the

Hahira

area’s 
will

outstanding 
be meeting

The ’Cats 
all games a 
al foe Willi 
last outings 
the Rams 
victory in

The Vale 
meeting bo 
dan for the

Cats Bow

at Thomasville.
On Friday the Kittens will take 

a “rest” while the Wildcats go 
against LaGrange here.

The Friday agenda also calls 
for Lowndes County to play at 
Brooks County (Quitman), Ha- 
Nicholls at Lanier County, Lake 
Butler Fla., at Jasper, Fla., and

boys teams -~- _ - T 
when coach Billy Pafford s Lanier 
County Bulldogs tangle with 
coach Charlie Bennett s Clinch 
County Panthers tonight at Lake-
land.

The Bulldogs have a 13-2 recon 
while the Panthers have a 12-

Butler Fla., at Ja^\. Region
Echols County at Georgia Christ-1 _—

■”coach Bill Kittrell’s Valdost. 
Wildcats will be meeting a pair c 
- • 1-AAA foes when^the?

ian Irisitute. ...
On Saturday the Kittens will 

tangle with Echols County and 
the ‘Cats will go against Jordan 
(Columbus) in a twin-bill here..

♦ ♦ *
The slate that night also calls 

for Bacon County (Alma) to plav 
at LOHI, Brooks County will meet 
Berrien County at Alapaha and 
Cook County will be at Tifton. _

Coach Bill Davis’ .Kittnes will 
carry an 11-1 record 'nto ‘heir 
game tonight at Tifton. The VH 
§rls havd a six-game winning 
streak going. J

Cross - county rivals, Lowndes 
and Hahira will be meeting for 
♦ second time tonight at Ha-

1

in 
M 
ci

ws net fl 
he

Brod

'2Qr
mt-q

will swing

Wildcats were charged with 17

Individual scoring follows:

VALDOSTA (38) — Johnson

1

„10 20 26
„ 8 20 37

fouls, 
goals 
tries, 
with

38 1
51

17,

Valdosta 
Columbus

in the last 
Columbus’

Valdosta 
and made

Columbus 
and hit 13 
The Imps 

22 fouls.

two stanzas to spark 
second half uprising, 
scored 12 field goals 
14 of 24 throws. The

sank 19 field 
of 24 foul shot 
were charged

। of a loop foe.
( The Valdosta quintet

Valdosta, 
LOHI Land

h ^J^™ ‘AP' - 1,16 leaders 
held firm to their positions in the 

op Ten of all five classes of 
Georgia high school football this 
week in the second rating of the 

I season.
| Morgan County tightened its 
grip on first place in Class B by 
gaming all 10 first place votes 

i among members of the State Rat­
ing Board. Never before has a 
team made this unanimous show­
ing before midseason.

Benedictine continued to ride 
the crest in Class AAA; Bain- 
bndge in AA; Dublin,. A; and 
Lincolnton, C.

Moving in with the elite of 
Class AAA were Valdosta and 
Atlanta’s Southwest DeKalb; 
Gainesville, Dalton and Cairo 
gained the Top Ten of Class AA; 
Summerville and Lowndes Coun- 
ty. Class A; Patterson, B; and

The ratings are sponsored! by 
the Atlanta Journal.

The Top Ten by classes:
AAA -i Benedictine, Richmond 

Academy, Avondale, LaGrange, 
North Fulton, Lanier, Savannah, 
Valdosta, Southwest DeKalb 
Southwest.

AA—Bainbridge, Wayne County, 
N e w n a n, Rossville, Waycross, [ 
Gainesville, Chamblee, Dalton* I 
Cairo, Thomasville.

A Dublin, Stephens County. I 
3 Carrollton, Cartersville, Irwin 

County, Monroe, L a k e v i e w. 
North Habersham, Summerville, 
Lowndes County.

B — Morgan County, Rockdale 
County, Terrell County, Patterson, 

[Blakely-Union, Hawkinsville, Per- | 
ry. Turner County, Fort Valley, | 

I Stone Mountain.
C—Lincolnton, Monticello, Spar 

ta, Copsa, Putnam Comity, Dade 
County, Bremen, Chattanooga Val 
ley, Tallapoosa, West Side.

‘ b to

8 
ad

Face Lions Tonight
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

COLUMBUS — Columbus’ Blue 
Devils rode a second half up­
rising to a 51-38 Region 1-AAA 
basketball victory over Valdosta’s 
Wildcats here last night.

For two periods coach Bill Kit­
trell’s Wildcats fought it out 
cn even terms with the Imps

i The score was tied 20-20 at the 
half.

But in the third stanza, Colum­
bus outscored ‘Dosta 17-6 to take 
command.

The victory boosted Columbus’ 
record to 5-3. The defeat left the 
‘Cats with a 5-4 mark. It was 
their second setback at the hand

back into action here tonight, 
meeting Baker’s talented Lions 
in another regional encounter.

Against Columbus last night, 
Tommy Johnson swished the nets 
for 17 points to pace the VHS 
attack. Bill Wisenbaker was next 
with 15.

Chuck Harris scored 14 points 
to lead the Imps’ balanced at­
tack. Ten of his markers came

I
3
fl

Wisenbaker 15, Steele 4, Wells 1, 
Reaves 1, Thomas, Watson, 
Register, Harrell, Schroer, Gayle.

COLUMBUS (51) — Harris 14, 
[Smith 8, Mitchell 8, Crawford 5, 
Wilson 5, Sonich 7, Runes 2, Mo-
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^8—Valdosta Times, Mon., Dec. 26, 1960 Play Opens Tuesday 
In Hahira Tourney

The high school basketball 
spotlight will be on Hahira when 
its ninth annual Christmas Invi­
tational tournament begins Tues­
day.

A total of 16 teams representing 
11 schools will battle it out for 
championship honors during the 
four-day event.

Opening night — Tuesday —
and Wednesday will be devoted
to first round 
finals are on 
the finals are

Coach Bill 
Kittens and

games. The semi­
tap Thursday and 
slated for Friday.

Davis’ 
coach

Valdosta
Jack

rard’s Hahira Tigers are 
fending champions.

The Kittens won the 1959

Jar- 
de-

girls
division title with a 57-56 victory 
over Doerun in the finals.

Doerun is not in the field this 
year, but ready to challenge 
’Dosta for the girls chamnion 
ship are Berrien County (Nash­
ville), Hahira, Nichols, , Coffe 
County (D o u g 1 a s), C e n t r al 
(Thomasville) and Cook County 
(Adel)

'Dosta Forward Lucille Dawson
■ Practicing For Hahira Tournament

Valdosta, with a 5-1 record,. ty (girls), 5:30 p. m.; Lowndes 
and coach Wyatt Grimmer's Cook County vs. Nichols <boy>) 6:45 
County sextet from Adel which I p. m.; Hahira vs Nichols <girls*, 
has a 7-2 mark, rate high on the! 8 p. m.; Cook County vs Lanier 
pre-tourney form chart. County (boys), 9:15 p. m.

* * * I Valdosta and Berrien County.
Jarrard’s Tigers took the boys first night foes in the girls di­

division crown last year with a' vision, have met once In regular 
47-39 triumph over Cook County season play. Davis’ Kittens noteb­
in the title round. ed a 55-31 in that outing.

Hahira and Cook 
another shot at the

are back for 
boys champ-

ionship along with Valdosta, 
Brooks County (Quitman), Nich-
ols, Lowndes County, 
County (Statenville) and 
County (Lakeland).

There is no clear cut

Echols 
Lanier

favorite
with Lanier County (9-1), Brooks 
County (7-2), Cook County (5-3), 
Lowndes County (5-4) and Hahira 1 
(4-4) all boasting good records.

Games set for opening night 
are as follows*.

Valdosta vs Berrien County 
(girls), 5:30 p. m.; Hahira vs 
Echols County (boys). 6:45 p. m.; 
Central vs Cook County (girls). 
8 p. m.; Valdosta vs Brooks 
County (boys), 9:15 p. m.

After winning their first five, 
the Kittens dropped a 58-43 de­
cision to Doerun in their final 

! regular season outing before the 
। holiday break.

That means both the Valdosta 
and Berrien sextets have plenty 
of reasons for wanting a triumph 
tomorrow night.

Coach Bill Kittrell’s Valdosta 
Wildcats will be underdogs In 
their tourney opener against 
coach Charles Cooper's Brooks

I County Tigers although thia will 
1 be their first meeting

The Wildcats were beaten by 
, Lowndes County. 53-49. a team 
i । which in turn loot to Brooks 

I County. 43-41.
The Wednesday slate follows: Valdosta compiled a 3-3 record 
Coffee County vs Lowndes Coun-1 in action before the holidays.

TIGERS RAP WILDCATS;* 
KITTENS COP FIFTH

half. The two-pointer gave the 
home team a 28-27 edge.

But the Kittens regained the 
lead in the third period and stay­
ed out front from there on in.

Point leaders for the Kittens 
were Shelby Blanton, 18; Patty 
Nichols, 19, and Lucille Dawson, 
15. Mary Ann Mayo, Sue Katz, 
Delores Lashley, Betty McClenny I 
and Barbara Knoll played major 
roles in the triumph.

Hahira’s and the game’s leading 
scorer was Sandra Layton with 
21. Next in line was Linda Stal- 
vey with 15. The Hahira girls now 
have a 3-5 record.

The trio of David Sorrell, Jer 
ome Oglesby and Tommy Brad­
ford set the scoring pace for the

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

HAHIRA — Valdosta’s Kittens 
ran their unbeaten string to five 
games, but the Wildcats took it 
on the chin in a hardwood twin­
bill with Hahira’s Tigers here 
last night.

Coach Bill Davis* VHS sextet, 
trailing by a point at the half, 
turned on the steam in the last 
two stanzas to gain a 52-44 tri­
umph.

The battle between coach Jack 
Jarrard’s Tigers and coach Bill 
Kittrell’s Wildcats was a low 
score, but close affair. Hahira 
finished with a 39-34 edge.

In the girls game Hahira hit I 
for a field goal just before the I 
buzzer sounded ending the first |

Tigers as they leveled off their I 
record at 4-4 with the win over I 
the ‘Cats.

Sorrell scored 11 points. Ogles- I 
by 10 and Bradford 8.

Bill Wisenbaker, with 10 points; I 
Alvie Steele, with 7, and Stan 
Reaves, with 6, were top scor­
ers for Valdosta.

The Tigers, seeking revenge I 
for -a previous one-point loss to 1 
VHS, took an early lead in the 
game. Valdosta pulled even in the 
second period, but Hahira moved! 
out front again.

Hahira started the final period! 
with an eight point bulge. Vai-' 
dosta managed to cut the lead! 
some, but was trailing by five; 
when the contest ended. The ‘Cats 
now have a 2-3 mark.

Last night’s game was the! 
final one before the Christmas! 
holidays for the Valdosta boys) 
and the Hahira boys and girls.]

VHS* Kittens are to meet Doe-1 
run in Doerun next Tuesday. All* 
four Valdosta and Hahira teams, 
will take part in the ninth an­
nual Christmas Invitational tour­
ney that opens Dec. 27 at Hahira. I 

GIRLS
Hahira ...___ 16 28 34 44
Valdosta__ ____ 17 27 40 52,

HAHIRA (44) — Stalvey 15,1
Layton 21, Bradford 8. Coppage, [ 
Legette, Clyatt. M. Stalvey.

VALDOSTA (52) — Blanton 18, 
Nichols 19, Dawson 15, Mayo, 
Katz, Lashley. McClenny, Knoll.

BOYS
Hahira ....--------- 6 17 30 391
Valdosta__ . 3 10 22 34

HAHIRA (39) — Sorrell 11, 
Oglesby 10, Bradford 8, Cain 5, 
Reeves 5.

VALDOSTA (34) — Wisenbaker 
I 10, Steele 7, Reaves 6, Register

3. Gayle 2, Norwood 2, Wells 2, 
! Johnson 2. fl j



Wildcats Trim Poets, 19-7
Victory Moves Valdosta
Into Tie For Loop Lead

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

MACON — Valdosta’s Wildcats, 
finish on the pre-season form chart, 
locked for first place in the Region 
victory over the Lanier Poets here on

The triumph was the fourth in 
a row for coach Wright Baze­
more’s youthful, but enthusiastic, 
charges and gives them a 3-0 re­
gional chart just like the one
owned by 
defending 
pions and 

It was

the Albany Indians, the 
state' “AAA” cham- 
1-AAA favorites.
the first setback for

coach John (Cotton) Harrison’s 
Poets in four league outings and
knocked them out of the lead in

an

pegged for a second division 
today found themselves dead- 
1-AAA title race after a 19-7 
Saturday night.
early 6-0 lead, Bennett got

lose for 45 yards. This run spark­
ed a thrust which carried to the 
Lanier five. Mid-way the third 
period VHS moved from its own 
42 to the Lanier 15, but had to 
give up the ball on downs.

In the. third stanza, a 31-yard 
pass from Breedlove to Richard­
son helped the Poets move to the

STATISTICS
VALDOSTA

155 
12

5-42.4 
4-40

FIRST DOWNS 
YARDS RUSHING 
YARDS PASSING 

PASSES 
PASSES INTC. BY 
FUMBLES LOST 

PUNTING
PENALTIES

LANIER
13
65

153 
11-23

0
4

4-28.1
3-25

Valdosta 16. But 
covered a fumble 
threat.

Sharp tackling

Myddleton re- 
to nip off this

was in part
responsible for the half dozen 
fumbles that the Poets made.

the close and still far 
tied scramble for the

from 
crown.

set-

Play in the line 
old fashion head 
Valdosta’s lighter 
crew dealing out 
hard lick. >

featured some 
knocking, with 

forward wall 
hard lick for

To lick the Poets before ap- 
proximately 6,000 fans, the Wild­
cats made their attack click for 
touchdowns against Lanier’s rug­
ged defense in each of the first
three quarters. These 
were combined with 
and alert defensive 
was put to a severe

TD strikes 
a spirited 

effort that 
test in the

second half by a furious, and ef­
fective, Lanier aerial bombard­
ment. The Poets set up their tally 
in the final stanza with successful 
air strikes.

Halfback Kenny Ruffer paved 
he way for Valdosta’s first tally 

Ad th a 41 yard punt return be- 
nind good blocking to the two. 
Two plays later Ruffer plunged

Ends Billy Blocker, Billy Holtz- 
claw, Wally Colson and Charlie 
Harris; tackles Myddleton, Skip­
per Prewitte, Jimmy Robinson, 
Billy Schroer and Bobby Gron- 
dahl; guards Gary Minchew (who 
was injured early in the game), 
Cristy Patterson, Ray Bennett, 
Frank Wetherington, Bill Holt 
and Jimmy Adams and centers 
Allen Holt and Foy Norwood saw 
action in the line and all helped 
the cause.

Beside Bruce Bennett, Smith,

^^

Valdosta's Bruce Bennett Plows Way Through Poet Defense
Lanier’s Jimmy Seward (36) Hangs On Until Help Can Arrive

—Times Stu* Phots

over 
with 
iod.

In

for the marker. 
4:30 to go in the

the second stanza
center Allen 
fumble at the 
the next play 
Bennett went 
sweep around

It came 
first per-

Valdosta
Holt recovered a 
Lanier 12, and on 
quarterback Bruce 
all the way on a 
left end. A sharp

block by Ruffer helped clear the 
way. The bobble Holt recovered 
was one of four Lanier fumbles 
that alert members of VHS’ de­
fensive crew claimed.

The third period saw tackle Bill 
Myddleton perform the fumble re­
covery act at the Lanier 33. Five 
plays later fullback Burnice Hiers 
scored on a four-yard jaunt.

A key man in tho Wildcats’ 
plan of action was halfback Giles 
Smith. The littl'e sophomore 
boomed five punts an average of 
42.4 yards per try. With Smith 
booting them long and VHS cov-

Ruffer and Hiers, Walter Zant, 
Bud Hatcher, Rick Thomas, Clyo 
Blanton, Jerry Varnedoe, Stan 
Reaves, and Tommy Tart were 
backs who did their share in the 
victory effort.

Blocker had a fine night on de­
fense, leading the Wildcats with 
six tackles. Myddleton made five 
stops, plus his alert action when 
the Poets fumbled. Tart got credit 
for four tackles, making him high 
man in that department among 
the VHS backs.

Bruce Bennett, who gained 64 
yards on 11 tries, was the Wild­
cats* attack leader. Ruffer picked 
up 23 yards on 11 carries, beside
making his long punt return that 
set up a TD. Hiers bulled his . 
way for 31 yards on six tries.
Smith carried six times and 
ted 23 yards.

While VHS dented Lanier 
three TD, most of the night

net-

for 
the

ering the kicks 
to go on the 
occasions deep

well, Lanier had 
attack on every 
in its own terri- 
Valdosta defensetory. And the __ __ _

managed to check the hard-hit-
ting Poets short of 
cept on one occasion 
period.

That time Lanier

paydirt ex­
in the final

Wildcats had trouble moving 
against the defense-minded Poets. 
And one big reason was tackle 
Tommy Seward, a 6-3, 195-pouad 
senior. Seward got credit for 10 
tackles, and he * made his stops 
at points all over the field.

Breedlove, who stood his ground 
and threw with accuracy although 
rushed hard most of the time, 
connected on 11 of 23 passes to 
help account for 153 yards.

moved 60
yards in nine plays to score. The 
tally came on a seven-yard run 
by fullback Bobby Fincher. But 
it was the accurate right arm of 
quarterback John Breedlove that 
got Lanier down in to scoring 
range. On the march he complet-

Richardson snagged six 
tosses that went for a 
109 yards.

Lanier’s fleet halfback

of the 
total of

Mickey

ed passes good for 7, 12, 6 
27 yards. His favorite target 
end Bunny Richardson.

In the closing minutes of

and 
was

the

Rivers was limited to 33 yards on 
11 tries, but on several occasions, 
particularly in the first half, he 
came within a whisker of break­
ing into the clear.

The Poets made their running 
game click for just 65 yards, but 
caused the Wildcats more than a 
little trouble with their aerial as­
sault.

Albany Forming
Raiding Party

Indians Set To Invade 
Valdosta Friday Night

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

the “doubtfull” list for the en­
counter with Albany.

It’s no wonder Bazemore and 
the other members of his staff 
are wearing frowns as they try 
to get their charges ready to 
meet the Indians’ raiding party.

I If Valdosta’s Wildcats think Lanier was a tough ball club, they I 
haven’t seen anything yet, according to their grid boss Wright* 

(Bazemore. Valdosta tangles with Albany’s Indians here on Friday 
night in a crucial Region 1-AAA contest, and the VHS mentor says 
the Tribe deals out football punishment in a king-sized dose.

Albany is the defending 1-AAA 
and state champion. In spring 
which covers parts of three sea­
sons, the Indians have accounted
for 21 victories in 22

\ While the Wildcats 
Poets, 19-7, for their 
tory of the year

outings.

licked the 
fourth vic- 
and third

terback Jerry Gerst, a talented 
passer and runner.

The Indians have a dozen for­
ward wall regulars,. with the 
lightest one tipping the scales at

game Lanier mounted another 
aerial assault, but Bruce Bennett 
halted this one with a passing 
terception at the four.

Beside the three times 
scored, the Wildcats got clo^^j 
two other occasions. In the W 
renod, after Valdosta had taM^

LINEUPS 
VALDOSTA

Har i _ Ml

in

stright 1-AAA triumph, Bazemore 
is of the opinion that his boys 
don’t have much to celebrate 

e* 33 IL1^ WMl W*W9a3 
/ i /^HW^I 

a.iaq; aua^ suiaaS q;jea asaq; 
mou>i jou pfnbM s;si;uaias ‘uiel 
qauejd apqM aq; ssojob a.qj q 
-joj e aqq suijoS asaq; JO p£8J 
aq; ueolu p;noa euapeq q;j 
jo jealuv ’sguiq; SuiAq o;ui p; 
-uegjo uaaq ;aX Jou a\Eq qan 
sossaaojd jEunjEU qgnojq; si 
aq; joao pajejnamaae peaiuif 
ajq-ajd jo puiq e X[uo sdeqja< 
ajq uvpje^t ou aq Xeui ajaqi *

•XhbuiSuo aj 
uaaq puq sauag adX^qJJBa 
ji auiu*ja;ap o; aiqeun aq pg 
ajn;nj aq; ui sjb^ uu pap 
oqM s;si;uaps ‘asea siq; ui aa> 
ui apis Xq apis aAq p;noa < 
aq; pue ajq Xq;jea qqw ajqi 
-uioaui aq ;q£im ajq usiyEjv ' 

•Buapeq Xq;j#a Xq paX< 
•ap aaa^ sja;suoiu uei;jejv u? 
<tsppoM. aq) jo jb^„ u? P3M 
-op s^M 3 H se ^nl’ — s; 
ts.iEj^ aq; jno adiM p^noa Xi

J ^i^I-_URUXQI4T~,Hmq^aUa^

General admission tickets for Friday 
night's game here between Valdosta 
and Albany are now on sale at Barnes 
Drug Store. A capacity crowd is ex­
pected for the tilt. Ticket prices are: 
adults, $1.75; students, 50 cents and 
children, 25 cents.

170 pounds. Seven of them are
in the
All are

That 
decided

180 to 195 pound class, 
seniors and juniors.
will give the Indians a 
weight advantage over

Valdosta.
So far the Wildcats have been 

able to offset their lack of bulk 
with speed and determination. 
But Albany also has a reputation 
for fleetness. Many who have 
seen both in action, rate Alabany 
not only much bigger but faster 
than ‘Dosta.

With end Bunky Henry already 
out of action with a broken legs, 
VHS may be without the services 
of another talented linemen this 
week. Guard Gary Minchew suf­
fered a knee injury against La­
nier and for the present is on
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TRIM HAHIRA , 1

VolMa C«9«« *'" 
In Hardwood Openers

] 960-61 seasons here Satu |,

“££ Bin KUtoH * cats edged MJf ^^n 11-point |
c^T Jack J-rrard’s Tigers 
&i%»$r*!s

.rs, -49- hira built up an iiPvn. w.ldcats । 
5 by the second stanw- ^ to knot 

wan onir IL.wlliet1 mti^thttor®^ Tigers 
to go before the ^IJ^j ahead again.^ W^ta «x 

bu«r _ • . Kittens took minutes to go
<**™J^ -Cats surged. With

\ they pulled even at 2:30 to go they P shots by

ty tosses under rea f 
with only 29 seconds left P 
Hahira ahead, 48-4^

k^s ^'« »• 
‘‘^“^t^was the second ini 
.J^anv outings for the Tigers J 

The Hahira girls now have a t
"SSi the games were typical 
early season affairs in that 
nlav was ragged at times, both 

Hunted, fast-moving con-
tests. •

The boys game was the thriller
, The Cats brought the ball down 
Ho their end of the court. Johns«n 
danced over his shoulder at tne 
clock took dead aim from the 
head of the free ^w J ^ 
for the game-winning field goal 
with only three seconds of play M 
inc time remaining.

Johnson finished With a 13-pomt 
total to lead the VHS a«ack. H 
got all of his markers in the sec 
nnd half. He had plenty of of­
fensive help from Ike Harrell who 
scored 12 points; Bill Wisenbaker, 
8 and Leo Wells, 7. Harrell, 
Wisenbaker, who fouled out in 
the third stanza, and Wells were 
the Wildcats’ top rebounders.

L Hahira’s Merwin was the 
game’s leading scorer with 24 

J points. Other attack leaders 
were David Sorrell, 12; Tommy 
Bradford, 8 and Johnny Cain, 5. 
Bradford and Sorrell were the 
big men in the “battle of the 
boards” for the Tigers.

* * ♦
A total of 50 fouls were called I 

in the game. VHS was charged 
with 30, Hahira with 20. The 
Wildcats scored 15 field goals 
and hit on 19 of 27 foul shots. ; 
Hahira accounted for 13 field 
goals and made 22 of 38 foul 
shots. Four VHS and one Hahira 
player fouled out.

Lucille Dawson, who hit for 
four field goals and sank 13 of 
15 foul shots, was the Kittens’ , 
offense leader with 21 points. . 
Close behind was Shelby Blanton, 

■with 18, and Mary Ann Mayo,® 
■with 15. Guards Sue Katz, Bar- ;

bar a Knoll, Delores Lashley and 
Patty Nichols were the defensive 
standouts. Nichols’ rebound work 
was an important factor in the 
VHS girls’ triumph.

• * *
Linda Salvey scored 14 mark-1 

ers and Sandra Layton swished 
the nets for 12 to pace the Ha- 

8* hira sextet in the scoring depart­
ment. Ruby Coppage, Joann Le­
Gette and Elaine McNeese were 
the defense leaders.

The Kittens had a three point 
lead at the end of the first per- 

. iod. They had an 11-point bulge 
at the half. Hahira cut the ad­
vantage to eight points in the
third period, but Valdosta 
away after that and went 
victory.

GIRLS
Valdosta _ 9 25
Hahira __^2___ J> 14

pulled 
on to

vHdista Pagers Win

; Valdosta High s K’ three wells. 8 eac d |he ^,_.JOSta Hlgn» ~- to thrcc 
ed th^"^1 wildcats got back 
games an? ™€ 'iuml1 with a pair 

Sin the vic‘ory“ Berrien County 
of triumphs °ver. "®ir

■^ oh^mDavrs’ Kittens with- 
■ Coach W . b Berrien 

stood a closing . Coach Bill

36 55
26 31

VALDOSTA (55) — Blanton 18, 
McClenny 1, Dawson 21, Rodgers, 
Mayo 15, Katz, Knoll, Lashley, 
Bazemore, Nichols.

HAHIRA (31) — L. Stalvey 14, 
Bradford 5, Layton 12, Yanconish, 
A. LeGette, Coombs, Coppage, J. 
LeGette, McNeese, M.

BOYS
Valdosta —
Hahira  „ 9

VALDOSTA (49) -

Stalvey.

19 31 49
26 36 48
Steele 2,

Dan H"d^!^Jf!i2teU? 
18 points to become offense le 
for the R*** v’p.. trading re­

Wells was VHS leaai * 
bounder with 1 . _
Wisenbaker 8 and 
Reaves and Smitn Grew 
from Kittrell for their defensive

F^S Kittens used a balanced 
attack with Shelby B'anton scor­
ing 18 points, Lucille Dawson, 
11- Mary Ann Mayo 8, Patt 
Nichols 7 and Betty McClenny 5 
lo' offset a sparkong 24-point ef 
fort by Berrien’s $tori* £“J“^i

work. ••o” Mam aamo.
In a

Valdosta was a 48 44
Mark Holloway, withI M P««J 
and Clyo Blanton with l< *ere 
attack leaders for the *,nne^. 
Roger Milam scored ^k1” 
Showed well on defense Mike 
Cornelius, with 14 markers. wM 
point leader for Berrien.

GIRLS
Nichols, who Played guard and Valdosta

toward and Sue Katz Barbara 
Knoll and Delores Lashle* *5 
defensive standouts *or Doma­

in the boys game the Wldcats 
used 13 players with Kittrell 
sending them in in relays.

The Wildcats got off to an 
lead and were never headed. The 
Rebels moved up within six points 
in the second and third period.
but could come no closer. 

Attack leaders for the 
were Bill Wisenbaker, 14;

‘Cats 
Alvie

29 <0
Berrien Ce. 12 ,

VALDOSTA (4»> — Blanton IB 
Dawson 11. Mayo 8. Mehota ’. 
McClenny, Katz. Knoll. L*«hley

BERRIEN COUNTY <4«> - 
Pounds 24, Johnson 13. Carter 1 
Sanderson 2. Vickers. Gaskins 
Jacobs, Griffin. S Johnson. Quinn

BOYS
Valdosta —12 29 22 Ml 
Berrien Co. ------ 6 22 31 i

VALDOSTA <531 — Wisenbaker] 
14. Steele 11. Register 8. Wells 8. 
Johnson 4, Gayle 4. Harrell 1» 
Watson 2. Smith. Revet. Crowe, 
Nor wood, ThoiUiU. ■

BERRIEN COUNTY <W> 
Hand 18. McClellan ». Bradhan 

j 7, Walker 4. Bennett 1.

Ofens Meet Doerun; 
Pearson Faces Clinch 
| With the Christmas holidays al-| There are no games b 
ready underway only a pair of Friday or Saturday.
doubleheaders involving teams in 
the area are slated for tonight. I

Valdosta’s Kittens are to meet! 
Doerun’s highly regarded sextet 
at Doerun tonight. VHS’ Wildcats, 
will be idle but the Valdosta Bees 
will make it a twin-bill by play­
ing Doerun’s Deers.

The light holiday slate also I 
calls for Atkinson County (Pear­
son) to play at Clinch County 
(Homerville).

While there will be 1 
season games on tap a 
the ninth annual Chrii 
vitational Tourney will 
at Hahira. It gels and 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, and
for four days.

Caoch Bill Davis* 
be going after their s 
victory at Doerun tod

While building a 8

KM

•gAmr
streak they have take a pair f 

LHahira and captured si 
igames with Warner Robins. I 
rien County and Lowndes Con 

The Kittens face a stiff

row

at Doerun, a school with a repu 
tation for turning out strong gtrh 
basketball teams.

Valdosta’s Bees have a three 
game victory streak going bu 
this will be their fir# OUUn| 
against a varsity quintet

Clinch County’s Panthers hav 
an 8-1 record and the girls lean 

■“^at the Homerville school has a 
M 3-5 mark.

The only loss so far for coed 
Carlie Bennett’s Panthers was i 
Ware County by a single point

Since the Clinch quintet ww 
only eight games >n la# teases 
?<JS! ^ 01111 total by hciUni 
Atkinson County tonight.

Watson 2, Johnson 13, Harrell 12 
Wisenbaker 9, Wells 7, Register 

lA Gayle 1. Crowe.
■fi^^A (48) -i Sorrell 12, 
I Bradford r rain k nr___
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Robins Tops 'Cais
Kittens Win, 50-48

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta and Warner Robins 
broke even in a pair of fast- 
paced Region 1-AAA basketball

lead.
But Robins got a rally started 

and came within one point of 
pulling even with only five sec­

Puts Shoulder Into His Work
Valdosta’s Leo Wells Got This Rebound

games here last night.
Coach Bill Davis’ VHS Kittens 

posted a 50-48 victory and got 
started in the right direction 
down a trail they hope win lead 
them to the region championship 
again. They now have a 2-0 mark 
for the season and the Robins 
girls have a 2-2 record.

The Demons from Warner Rob­
ins set a blistering pace in the 
first' half of the boys game, 
which won’t figure in the title 
issue, to get the jump on Bill 
Kittrell’s Wildcats. The ‘Cats 
battled back hard in the second 
half, but still came out on the 
short end of a 59-49 score. The 
loss leveled the ‘Cats record off 
at 1-1. It was the third straight 
triumph for the Demons.

The V a 1 d o s t a Cagers swing 
back into action tonight meeting 
Berrien County in a doublehead­
er slated to begin at 7 p. m. here 
at the VHS gym.

Since the girls championship in 
the loop will be determined on a 
won-loss basis against regional 
foes, last night’s win was an im­
portant one for the Kittens. They 
had to work hard to get it.

During the early going the lead 
changed hands eight times. Val­
dosta went ahead in the second 
stanza and at one stage of the 
third period had a seven-point

onds to go. The Kittens, with 
standout play in the clutch, with­
stood the uprising to triumph.

Shelby Blanton, with 24 points; 
Lucille Dawson, with 14, and 
Mary Ann Mayo, with 12, gave 
the Kittens a balanced attack. 
Guards Sue Katz, Barbara Knoll, 
Delores Lashley and Patty Nich­
ols did the big job on defense. 
Eight of Dawson’s 14 points came 
in the final period. The Kittens 
got just nine markers in the 
stanza.

Nichols picked off an all-impor­
tant rebound in the final seconds 
of play to make sure Robins 
didn’t get a chance to try for 
a field goal that would have put 
them ahead.

With four players in the 6-2 
to 6-4 range, the Demons owned 
a decided height advantage over 
the Wildcats. Coach Don La- 
Blanc’s charges dominated both 
backboards, forced the ‘Gats to 
fire at long range most of the

In the girls game the Kittens 
made 20 field goals and hit on IC 
of 21 foul shots. The Robins sextet 
scored 19 field goals and was 
successful on 10 of 20 free throws

GIRLS
Valdosta .. .   ^14 29 41 56 
Warner Robins ._..ll 24 37 48

VALDOSTA (50) — Blanton 24, 
Dawson 14, Mayo 12, Katz, Knoll, 
Lashley, Nichols.

WARNER ROBINS (48) — Wat­
son 24, Dixon, Kirksey 10, 
Thompson 14, Houck, King, Fer­
guson, Kirk.

BOYS
Valdosta ________8
Warner Robins  15

VALDOSTA (49) —

21 35 4$
33 45 59
Wells 9,

Register 4, Wisenbaker 12, Har­
rell 3, Johnson 7, Watson, Steele 
9, Gayle 3, Smith 2, Reaves, 
Schroer.

WARNER ROBINS (59) — 
Cribb 16, Prine e, Davis 12, 
Adams, Muha 6, Talton, McCon­
nell 17, Collins 1, Lightsey, Bass 
5, Yates 2.

time and 
just one 
baskets.

Warner 
15-8 lead

usually 
try at

Robins

limited them to 
a time at the

moved off to a
in the first period and

the Demons were ahead 33-21 at 
the4 half. 'Showing hustle and 
scrap, the Wildcats outscored 
Robins 28-26 in the second half, 
but that wasn’t enough to make 
up all the ground lost earlier.

Bobby Cribb, Bob Davis and 
Buster McConnell, three of the 
Demons* big men, were the at­
tack leaders for the visitors. Mc­
Connell got 17 points, Cribb 16 
and Davis 12.

Bill Wisenbaker, with 12 points, 
and Leo Wells and Alvie Steele, 
with nine each, were top scorers 
for VHS. In the rebound depart­
ment, Wisenbaker led with 11, 
followed by Wells, nine, and Ike 
Harrell, seven.

Valdosta scored 18 field goals 
and made good on 13 of 20 foul 
shots. Robins hit for 23 field 
goals and sank 13 of 22 shots 
from the foul line. The Demons 
were charged with 14 fouls and 
the Wildcats with 15.

Arms Get Tangled In Try For Basketball
Warner Robins Guard Rhea Houck (45) Makes Catch
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Final Tally Shows Title 
Game Crowd Near 10,00

As a crowd guesser at athletic contests I’m the 
world’s worst. That point was proved definitely when 
I estimated the attendance at last Friday’s Valdosta-
Avondale game at 8,500.

Official figures are now out. Paid attendance at the game 
9,256. Gross receipts were $11,257.75.

Including band members, 
players, folks needed to sell 
tickets, to usher and to operate 
concession stands, scouts,
sports scribe and sportcaster 
and all others like that, ac­
tually attendance at the game 
was probably close to 10,000.

I won’t say it is the larg­
est football crowd in Valdosta’s 
history, but veteran fans al­
low they can’t remember a 
bigger turnout.

It is estimated that after 
expenses and the cut that will 
go to the Georgia High School 
Association, VHS’ share of the 
money is expected to be around 
$3,500. Avondale will get a 
similar share, plus a travel 
allowance as the visiting team.

But if you think the crowd 
here that night was big, they 
say better than 20,000 turned
out at Georgia Tech’s Grant Field in Atlanta to see Avondale and 
North Fulton battle for the North Georgia/‘AAA” crown.

If Cleveland Field were bigger, I’m sure the game here would 
have still drawn an overflow audience. Many fans elected to pass 
up the game because they knew there would be more spectators 
than seats. Under usual circumstances the local stadium is quite 
adequate to handle the football crowds here.

Band, Cheerleaders Deserve Praise
While I was passing out congratulations to the folks who helped 

the Wildcats* state championship cause, I overlooked two very hard 
working groups. They are the VHS band and cheerleaders. None 
in these two groups threw a block or made a tackle, but they did 
more than their part to help urge the ’Cats on to victory. And be­
sides, football just wouldn’t be football without a band and cheer­
leaders. And certainly VHS* band and cheerleaders are among 
the best in Georgia.

Those who took part in the state's two, five-day deer hunts 
had about a one in 12 chance of making a kill. A total of 11,516 
persons took part in the hunts and they bagged a total of 958 
doer. One cheery note in the reports says luckily none of the 
hunters was killed or wounded.

Center Rooks Boynton of Adel was one of 44 freshman grid- 
ders who were awarded numeral sweaters by the University of 
Georgia. Other South Georgians on the list included Billy Rowan 
of Bainbridge, Tommy Ross of Albany, Don Porterfield of Moul­
trie, Jimmy Burrows of Waycross, Len Hauss of Jesup, Ed Ogletree 
of Albany and Dinkie Blount of Waycross.

Back when Yogi Berra made his ninth hit in World Series 
play against Clem Lebine, the Pirate relief pitcher yelled over 
to Berra at first base: “Next time, I'll throw the resin bag up 
there.” Over the years, Berra has nine series hits in 14 efforts 
against Lebine, a former Dodgers relief ace. They have met four 
♦ims in series play.

ildcafs, Eagles
leet League Foes

Heavy action is scheduled on 
the high school basketball front 
in the area this weekend with a 
generous slice of the hardwood 
excitement to be served up here 
in Valdosta.

Valdosta and . Lowndes County 
eager are set for home court 
play on both Friday and Satur­
day nights.

• hands of the D*™" •“** ^l’
will be medinc wilA..,J 

Coach Bill Kittrell» Wildcat* 
arc « for the season but are 
still looking for their Kt* *” 
against a Region 1 AAA foe Tne. 
hope to get it ogxhtM loop mem 
ber Lanier. Ilie Cats have drop- ^mpciiion 
ped three regional tUta. ’ - »i „<

i nd

Coach Carlton 
have an a-S twee 
five of their last 
have a 2-3 m

t' They 
• gional

ix

les are 
i in re-

I However, coach Tom Porter a i 
I Poets will come to town withan I 
impressive M record and some 11 
definite ideas of their own about.time on Friday

I which team Is going to win. I in earlier game* at 
___ _____________ I The LOHI eagers will have re-1 Part, the Tro tars < |m 

County eagers will be facing the venge on their mind when they Jack JarrardA T ^« i> 
Irwin County quintet and sextet tangle with Region LA (East! while the Hahu.t

Tomorrow night Valdosta’s Kit­
tens will meet Doerun's Deers 
while the Wildcats go against 
Lanier’s Poets from Macon in a 
twin-bill at the VHS gym.

At the same time the Lowndes

from Ocilla in a doubleheader at opponent Irwin County
the LOHI gym. I In earlier games at Ocill

In other games tomorrow night, • Indians turned back the Golden
Norman Park will be at Hahira. I' 
Berrien County (Nashville) at 
Cook County (Adel), Clinch Coun­
ty (Homerville) at Georgia 
Christian Institute and Jasper, 
Fla., at Jennings, Fla.

The VHS and Lowndes teams 
will remain at home for more 
action on Saturday night.

Valdosta’s Kittens will go
I against the Coffee County (Doug­

las) Comets while the ‘Cats are 
to tangle with Macon's Willing­
ham Rams. Cook County will 
furnish the opposition for LOHI. 

। The Saturday slate also calls 
for Hahira to play Echols County 
at Statenville.

Valdosta’s Friday games will 
be “sponsored” by the Citizen 
and Southern, First National and 

I First State Banks. They are of­
fering fans free tickets to the 

\ twin-bill. ’

A pair of good games is in the 
offing.

p Coach Bill Davis’ Kittens have 
a 9-1 record. Their lone defeat 
came by a iO-point margin at the

--------------- II

•nd

tli Both Hahn 
al M recti

ark will 
• second

Norman 
d coach 
. 61-48.

downed

■e identi-

Battered Wildcat
BY SAMMY GLASSMAN 

Times Sports Editor
I They won 10 i

Valdosta’s Wildcats, still nurs­
ing a full set of bruises collected 
in a tough game with Richmond 
Academy, are going at it full 
speed in preparations for their 
meeting with Avondale’s Blue 
Devils.

I the regular season and 
the 4-AAA 'East* crown A * 
^V?" uph 0Vcr S’"”* Cohb the

i 4-AAA <West‘ victor, 
l imps the overall

pionship.
*“AAA cham

Bek

eight mine 
^•Grange.

Beside 11
•nd Rich

def
•I

The Wildcats and Imps tangle’ 
here Friday night in a game that I 
will decide the state Class AAA’ 
football championship.

Both Valdosta and Avondale 
are surprise finalist.

The Wildcats upset the form 
chart to win 10 straight regular 
season games and claim the 1- 
AAA crown.

In the South Georgia playoff

North Fulton. IM ^
Avondale, a newcomer in th* 

AAA ranks this year 
stranger in state feu 
The Imps were Georti?^’ 
champs in “AA” fa

Valdosta has ruled“A” and -AA” ^h the 
king. However, this fa 

i cats’ first try at the
1 title

AAA fa

M

B

alb.

last Friday they edged the favor- VHS moved up to C 
ed Musketeers, 2-0, on “penetra- 1958.

"•rirt and Druid 
ttnson play

tions.’’ “We had
That means VHS will go into Augusta and we’ve V 

the title match with an 11-0 re-. bruises to prove It •• #?? ^ 
cord. said. “However.

Coach Calvin Ramsey’s Blue can’t afford to take it eas7 a 
Devils from Avondale boast a dale is a tough.
perfect 12-0 mark. team and they have 12



Wildcats, Imps Meet Friday

point of Bainbridge in Class AA 
qfnn ^J^ riVal 95 Points to 
91 on the strength of last week’s 
55-7 win over Crisp County.

The statewide rating board of
lr^P^^S e(^^ors and writers

Avondale’s confident Blue

grid

Ram-

’Cats 
title-

Devils, with no more football 
worlds to conquer in North Geor­
gia, irvade Valdosta on Friday 
night to challenge the Wildcats

BWWross already was within a

r A~Du‘’lin> Carrollton, Stephens 
County, Irwin County, North Hab­
ersham, Summerville, Carters­
ville, Commerce, Swainsboro,

' Youthful Valdosta Tackle Bill Schroer
One Of Wildcats’ Talented Sophomore Linemen

Wildcats Jake Lead 
On AAA Rating Chart

football. e Iop Ten of Georgia high school
L™® Val<?°stans did not make 
bn! th aS°™ flrst weekIV rating 

l-th £ l'° C0I,quest of Albany— 
t^hi ^S victory in a row— 

^u™ to oust Richmond 
Academy this week from top spot 
In their class. Dublin retained its leadership 

n ,ctass A’ Morgan County in B 
and Lincolnton in C

Atlanta s N o r t h s i d e in AAA; 
Swainsboro and Winder - Barrow 
“ A; Washington - Wilkes and 
Thomson in B; and Gordon Mili­
tary m C.
,, Th® ,se,ections are sponsored by 
the Atlanta Journal.

This week’s standings:
. AAA ~ WTValdosia, Richmon 
Academy, North Fulton, Avon 
dale, Benedictine, Southwest, Al 
bany, LaGrange, Southwest De 
Senes.

* * >f
AA - Waycross, Bainbridge 

weJnan RossvilIe. Gainesville, 
ImT S>unty, Cairo- Chamblee, 
Milton, Thomasville.

c . _ MMci ce, owain 
Swainsboro, Winder-Barrow.

B Morgan County, Patterson,
' m ^ ?r°Unty ’ Hawkinsville,) 

5 wi^Vwpb; Tucker, Jefferson, 
S% ' Wilkes’ Thomson, 

j I Rockdale County.
■ Lincolnton, Coosa, Dade'

Monticello, Georgia MUlL 
U^^^k8?’ Schooi for DeaU 
jf I ^Parta,. Chattanooga Valley Put- 

^^ ^b’Jpty, Gordon.

VHS Puts League Lead
Lofty Rating On Line

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

The Valdosta Wildcats will go against Columbus* upset-minded 
Blue Devils in a Region 1-AAA encounter here Friday night.

Action is scheduled to begin at Cleveland Field at 8 p.m.
Coach Wright Bazemore s ‘Cats I handle than some of the big, but

have clawed their way to the top 
of the standings with a string of 
five straight victories.

Columbus, with a 1-4 record in 
all games and a 1-3 league chart 
isn’t a title contender, but the 
Imps would like to erase the 
memories of their poor start with 
a triumph over the high-riding 
VHS eleven.

However, there are some psy­
chological facts that should help 
prevent the Wildcats from being 
caught napping.

They promised before the sea­
son began to make an all out

relatively slow teams they have 
gone against.

Regulars for the Blue Devils 
include quarterback Dennis! 
Mitchell (145, sr.); halfbacks 
Mike Immell (155, jr.); Jack Roy­
al (155, sr.) and Mike Rozecki 
(175, sr.); fullback Gabriel Hoard 
(165, sr.), ends Harry Wilson (170. 
sr.), Ray Crawford (185, sr.) and 
Don Tillery (160, sr.) tackles Car­
ter Moss (180, sr.), Mike Stump- 
hofer (190, jr.), Melvin Tennyson 

। (185, sr.) and Butch Wolfe (180, 
sr.), guards Mike Jackson (165, 
jr.) and Ralph Leary (175, sr.) 
and center Doug Jackson (145,

effort to improve on their 1959 sr.).
Immell is the backfield leader.mark of 5-5. One more triumph 

will get them over the hump.
Columbus beat Valdosta 6-0 last 

fall, so that gives the Wildcats 
a revenge angle to mull over in 
their minds.

Despite the contrast in records, 
Valdosta coach Wright Bazemore 
has cautioned his charges to ex­
pect real trouble from coach Fred 

* I McManus* Imps. 
* * * *

McManus described his team’s 
effort against Moultrie “as the 

H first time this season we have 
played up to our potential.” It 
means he also thinks the Imps* 
won-loss chart is not a true in­
dicator of their ability.

Valdosta will be in a “new” 
I situation tomorrow night. For the 
H first time this year, the Wildcats 

will be almost a match in size for 
an opponent. Like the Wildcats, 
the Imps depend, on speed to off- 

! set a lack of bulk. It could be 
‘that this small, but quicker op- 
i ponent will be harder for VHS to

Last week against the Packers he I 
gained 93 yards on 13 carries. In I 
Wilson and Crawford the Imps 
have a pair of standout ends. This 
duo rates even better than the | 
flank corps Lanier’s Poets used 
to slow down ‘Dosta’s running 
sweeps.

As they have all season, the | 
Wildcats will employ a large 
number of their “troops.”

Likely to see front-line action 
are ends Billy Blocker, Charlie 
Harris, Bill Holtzclaw and Wal­
ly Colson; tackles Bobby Gron- 
dahl, Jerry Reaves, Bill Schroer, 
Bill Myddleton, Skipper Prewitte 
and Jimmy Robinson; guards 
Jimmy Adams, Ray Bennett and 
Frank Wetherington, centers Al­
len Holt and Foy Norwood and 
backs Tommy Tart, Butch Luke, 
Rick Thomas, Bruce Bennett, 
Giles Smith, Stan Reaves, Bud 
Hatcher, Kenny Ruffer, Burnice
Hiers, Clyo Blanton and
Zant. _____

Walter

Pritchett Big Gun
For Confident Imps

were end Freddie Guy (180)

for the state Class AAA 
crown.

Coach Wright Bazemore’s 
rule as the South Georgia 
holders.

Avondale mentor Calvin
sey will bring a battle - tested 
crew of seniors here to face the 
Wildcats.

While rolling to 12 straight wins, 
the Imps made a big impression 
on the all-star pickers. The At­
lanta Journal - Constitution listed 
nine Avondale players on its Class 
AAA All-State squad.

। Tabbed for first team honors 
। were Edwin Pritchett, a 170-pound 
do-it-all quarterback and Mike 
Herron, a 165-pound jack-of-ali 
trades lineman.

On the Honorable Mention list

tackles Larry Puckett (175) and 
Calvin Lott (175), guard Ronnie 
Campbell (170), center Stanley 
Hunt (135) and halfbacks Chuck 
Belcher (150) and Jimmy Thomp­
son (155).

They are all seniors, as are the 
Imps’ other regulars, end Butch 
Van Dyke (155), guards Bruce 
Tailant (160) and Gene Reed 
(180), fullback Andy Wiley (160) 
and halfback Tommy Carlisle 
(155).

Pritchett, sought after by more 
than a dozen colleges, has been a 
super-star all the way this year.

In regular season play he gain­
ed 686 yards on 102 tries for a 6.7 
rushing average. He connected on 
29 of 65 passes for 556 yards and 
a half dozen touchdowns. He 
scored 11 TD’s himself and boot­
ed 18 PAT’s. His punting average 
is 37.4. He has returned 18 punts 
189 yards and lugged back seven

kickoffs 142 yards. Beside all this j 
he is one of the Imps* most tai- 1 
ented defenders. j

While leading the Blue Devils I 
to a 13-6 upset win over North 1 
Fulton in the North Georgia play- j 
off, the fabled Pritchett romped 
for 121 yards and scored two r 
touchdowns.

Herron, who plays end, guard 
and anywhere else coach Ramsey I 
asks him to, was credited with I 
the fantastic total of 112 tackles 
and 116 assists in 10 regular sea- I 
son lilts. The figures may sound! 
fantastic, but they are accurate.

Pritchett has four other back-1 
field mates who have glittering 
offensive records. Belcher, Wiley, 
Thompson and Carlisle all have 
averaged better than six yards,’ 
per carry.

Herron is the leader in the line, 
but the Imps have talent in deptn 
along the forward wall.

Avondale is a newcomer to the 
Class A^A ranks, but no stran*reri

'll



Kamsey.

■'^i^'rX 

j^Jever wS know it listening 

rX^o years away " £ 
siJvaldosta’s Wright Bazemore. 
• We've been mighty lucky m all 

Hcg0X’to Avondale’s ^ 

1 Ramsev. “Valdosta might Mow 
oH the field, ney ‘an 

beat you with sheer power. They 
block sharply and tackle sharp- 
jy. We’ve gone a long way 
spirit and desire but you nee 
more than that ”hen y°u plW 
a great team like Va^osta‘h 
In their weaker moments, both 

eX allowed that their team^ 
played superior football m la 
week’s state semifinals. Avondale 
upset Atlanta city <*a®^ 
North Fulton, 13-6, and Valdosta 
trimmed Richmond Academy ot 
Augusta on penetration, 2-0.

“I thought we played 
i game,” Ramsey said. “Anything 
I less and we never would have 
I beaten North Fulton.
I ‘‘When did I think, we had it 
J won? When the time ran out. 
I There were a lot of key plays. 
I I guess two of the most important 

ones were the fourth and one- 
yard play at our 20 and the time 
Pritchett (Avondale quarterback 
Ed Pritchett) hit Truby (North 
Fulton halfback David Truby) in 

(the last minute.”

WITH A FOURTH and one-yard 
situation at Avondale’s own 20, 
late in the third quarter, Ramsey 
elected to run for it. Pritchett 
sneaked for two yards and a first 

l down.
“We needed to control the ball,” 

■ Ramsey explained. “Sure, if we 
(hadn’t made it it would have set 
North Fulton up for the tying

j t W C 6 B ^^S^p^ 
Tfuby and the g but Prltch- 
L Pritchett a f*e un[oaded on 
it didn’t take it ^ taCae. 
the Bulldog w^.. hctt, Ramsey 

O‘her T^ae tee play "f - 
paid tribute u nf and Cal- I 
«**?irblocking and I 

vin Lott jor fac- I
gang-tackteg was * 
tor in the ®ntc°®bj team play^ i 
Bazemore sal^ . „ame” against 

a “great football g Baze-,Richmond Academy. L^ about 

™ondalenthan Richmond ^
! “I ^orv  ̂M ’̂ 2 
dale’s y1®^^ they had a great 
knew all a ongw >ve got a man­
football team- We w P* 
sized job Friday night-_______

Avondale Visits

touchdown, but frankly I knew 
Pritchett would get the yardage.
I would have let him go for it if 
the ball had been at our five-yard 
fine.” * I

In the last minute, North Ful­
ton quarterback Jimmy Sudderth' 
hit Truby with a down-the-middle I 
pass at the Avondale 12-yard line.

Tough Av
Valdosta’s ‘Graveyard
Wildcats Picked

, In Title Clash
By CHARLIE ROBERTS 

Constitution Sports Writer
VALDOSTA, Ga.—Knowing not 

whether they’ll find a champion­
ship pot-of-gold or a “Dead End” 
sign, the Avondale Blue Devils 

I will reach the end of the football 
rainbow here Friday night.

Success has followed success 
along a 12-game chain for Calvin 
Ramsey’s impish Imps this un­
predictable season. And still an­
other must follow them into Val­
dosta’s graveyard of champion­
ship dreams if they are to claim 
Georgia’s 1960 Class AAA crown.
* So many have challenged the 
Wildcats in their own habitat in 
the last.20 years, and so few have 
skinned the ’Cats that the odds 
are heavy against the brash

But come 8 p.m«. the) U 
here trying to * •• ■“TT’ 
possible, just “J^*" 
1958 when they invaded Tb«»- I 
asville and came oat • 
]>13 stalemate and a tie for | 
the only state grid erw» they I 

ever owned.

They’ll bring with them • It* 
markable record of M victortoi| 
in their last 35 battle and a qpBM 
terback (Ed Pritchett» who ha# 
been acclaimed the Mate’s mo# 
glittering AAA back.

But matching record# with VaV 
dosta, 11-0 on the toe## and 
champion of all South Georgia, b 
like arguing with a woman U 
can't be done with any chance M 
success.

For th e Wildcats in the 21 yean 
of Coach Wright Bazemore s re­
gime have compiled a woo-tort- 
tied chart of 168- 3M. won 7 Male 
diadems and been runner* up

tn AA

■nrsotaas ceaeb. 
fete U<w. ••Mt 

Mud ##uM bi

ctewr

A duel b#w#M PrbcM

Avondalers accomplishing 
mission.

their
twice. BfMMSMRorvd Moeens Iteand **^L *?^ - 
took it an in Claw 3 In IM and *■**’
1947. In Claw A in sjsj ant to * ‘ Ay

gained M yard# Hub on 1
Pritcboti •cored ill po 
nett M

Avoadato to •*• mw» «*► 
ccmad, perhaps. «•« fleet M«ny 

I Rafter, a noph •*• w* **5? 
I yards and amaabrd •*! Rifte® 
11-AAA punt ratorn records W 
gauhtv MboM MB yards.

And Baaemore has warrwdtbe 
Wildcats that Chuck Belcher. 

. Ji mtny TbompootL Andy WBey 
। i and Tomsny Carlisle can carry 

the mail, tee That quartet has
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Outside City

Wildcats Trounce
in “fair-

Blue Devils, 34-0
WHAT'S WHAT?

store and a car being 
on the highway slam­

traveling west 
made a left turn

filed this 
with the

on 
at

Farmer, 
Georgia 94, 
the grocery 
driven east

was 
in a 
city

Bazemore was reported 
ly good” condition.

No charges had been 
morning in connection

2, 
to

Turner Bazemore, 51, of Rt. 
Valdosta. Both were admitted 
Pineview General Hospital.

wreck, said the state patrol.
Both automobiles were heavily 

damaged.

Smith Leads 'Dosta Attack,

By TIMES STAFF WRITER

1

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

d^K

VALDOSTA, GA., SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1960

Valdosta
2 Hurt I
Two Cars Hit f

—Times Staff Photo

Giles Smith Sets Sail For First Score of Night
Bone Rattling Block By Hires Springs Halfback Loose

Scores, Sets Up Another

Valdosta kept its victory express rolling along as 
the Wildcats trounced the Columbus Blue Devils, 34-0,

Valdosta police are at­
tempting to give away 
10 hubcaps.

Of course, they want 
the right persons to get 
them. Police recovered

I piEMpeoS saoui aq) guunp spueX 
xis pue t*l jo sineS joi asoi joS

A 33-year-old Valdosta man 
killed and two others injured 
two-car collision west of the
limits on Georgia 94 Friday 
night.

Willard Miller Farmer of 1001 
N. Ashley St. died in the wreck 
at the intersection of Bay Tree 
Road Extension and River Street 
Extension, reported the State 
Patrol.

The injured were B. M. Coody, 
54, of 324 River St. and Alvin

med into Farmer’s automobile, 
reported the patrol.

Coody was riding in the car 
with Farmer, said the patrol.

Goody’s condition was listed at 
good this morning at the hospital.

No wrecks were reported Fri­
day and today elsewhere in Lown­
des County and the surrounding 
area.

This is the second straight Fri-! 
day a person has died on the 
highway in the Valdosta area. I

The wreck on Georgia 94 was 
investigated by Cpl. W. R. Rob­
ertson and Trooper J. P. Coxwell

[Tit******



Coach Wright Bazemore Steps To Mike To Express Thanks
Valdosta Mentor Honored By Friends, Fellow Coaches, Former Players

VHS Coach Honored
At Church Program

BY MARY DICKEY
“This is Your Life — Wright 

Bazemore** was presented by the 
First Methodist Youth Fellowship 
Sunday night.

The Valdosta High School ath­
letic director's life was renacted 
before a crowd of over 400 
people.

Patterned after the television 
show the unsupcting Bazemore 
thought the MYF was honoring 
the coaches and the 1960 Wild* 
cats.

Misses Laura Ann Milbey and 
Fan Dewar were the narrators.

He was presented with anj 
identification bracelet which car­
ried out the theme “Sterling 
Qualities'* and his Christain in* 
fluence on the young people in 
Valdosta. *

* * *
Flash pictures of Bazemore 

I during his high school career 
initiated the program.

Weighing only a scant 89 
pounds, as a high school fresh- 

' man he scored 10 touchdowns a 
game twice and racked up some 
250 points in a single season.

This bit of unusual play won 
him a mention in Ripley’s 
Believe it or Not.

He lettered every year in high 
school and was a five letter man 
in college.

Several of the pictures brought 
back memories for the coach and 
laughter from his students..

One showed him weighing 250 
pounds while in the Navy.

Sports was not the only thing 
he excelled in. His report card 
was flaashed on the screen — 
above 90 in every subject.

* * »
Bringing the audience up to date 

Ion his accomplishments the fol- 
। lowing was mentioned: His teams 
have played 223 games, winning 
1°4, losing 26 and tying 3.

During that time he won the 
Peanut Bowl twice, won the state 
championships seven times and 
bad winning streaks of 40 con­
secutive games at one time and 
30 games another time.

In basketball, he has produced 
state championship teams also. 
Hi.'Stas won 176 games and lost

22.
Again in tennis he has won 

state honors with his players.
Tile year he coached baseball 

Valdosta was the district champ­
ion.

His most recent honor was that 
of being elected to the Georgia 
High School Sports Hall of 
Fame of 1960.

* * *
Other honors have been Region | 

Coach of the year six times, 
Coach of the Year regardless of 
classification for two years, South 
Georgia Coach.

During his coaching career in 
football, he has produced 46 all­
state players, 8 all-southern play­
ers, and three third-team all- 
Americans.

Ben Smith and Sonny Stephen­
son were among the out-of-town 
former football stars who re- j 
turned to pay tribute to the i 
coach.

Messages and telegrams from 
dozens of other VHS stars were 
read during the show.

Former players now coaching 
who took part were Billy Grant, 
Knuck McCrary of Moultrie, Carl­
ton Adams, Noel George, Earl 
O’Neil and Booby Hooks.

* * *
Buddy Webb, representing the 

Park Avenue Methodist Church of 
which Bazemore is a member, 
spoke on the coach’s influence in 
the church.

Members of his family present, 
were his children Connie,; Pam, 
and Curt; his wife; his sisters.

iPyron Honors
VHS Griddersl
With March

To rhe strains of "Dixie Fan 
fare" (he Wildcat bead lined or 
< *’mpan>**f rant fashion on rhe fool 

I line and hr gen the annual Home 
coming festivities at the Valdosta 
Columbus clash fart night

Playing "Colonel Bogey." better 
known as theme to ' Bodge on the I 

j River Kwai." the band marcher* 
I slowotyle down to the forty-yard J 
’ Hoe, There the tempo male ml 
marching increased with "Notr B 
flame Victory March * A pwu 
and a rear march brought im 
*Mnd into facing company fn*4B

A crisacroM and pick up rem 
foUcmed as the hand Hayed — K

Ohk> ' trio Newt rovohlng e^fl 
-heels wore performed, and im® 

^^ moved beck into the] 
’^Og company franu. I

The letters I F far (MM FM* I 
J**refarmed as the bsetdplayod I 

Billboard March " ]> throe com I 
fro^^ faring the heme I
*** band played trie o' I 

t« ^i®”* end "BiHboar I 
March as the majorettes twirled I 
fare*

In honor of the Homocominf? I 
a crown was outlined and I 

Homecoming Medlew" was play- fl 
^* band introduced I

^ u Cats.” a pen tune wilt 
f • ^^ Pyran. director, 

dedicated to Coach Bazemore 
Ilie 1900 Wildcats. fl
, P* 'ra^Jf«»»l "Alma Matrr-W 
followed and then the bud left ■ 
the field on a drum eadaoer I



IN 1-AAA““

Point Race
.OLUMBUS—Willingham’s Joel 
kens went scoreless this past 
jk in the Albany game, but 
Macon back still retained his 

d on the individual scoring 
e in Region 1-AAA.
[owever Valdosta’s Bruce Ben 
t got one of the ’Cats’ five 
chdowns against Columbus and 
ved to within four points of 
kens.
n seven games, Dickens now 
i a total of 58 points, while 
inett has a six-game total of 
points.
hird-place is a two - way tie 
ween Kenny Ruff er of Valdos- 
and Mickey Rivers of Lanier, 
h of whom have 42 points. Ruf- 
, like Bennett, got one touch- 
m this past week while Rivers 
ifid twice against Jordan.
^ndy Harvey, who scored two 
JMoultrie’s five touchdowns 
dnst Warner Robins, moved

into fifth place with a season to-1 
tai of 30 points.

The Valdosta Wildcats continue 
to lead in both team scoring and 
defense for the season.

The ’Cats have jumped off to a 
total of 24 touchdowns in six 
games and added the extra points 
17 times, to go along with a field 
goal, for a total of 164 points for 
a 27.33-average.

Defensively Coach Wright Baze­
more’s club has given up only 
four touchdowns and three extra 
points for a 27-point total. This 
averages out to a 4.50 game 
average.

Five of the 10 teams in the re­
gion have already scored over 100 
points. Albany has 135, Lanier 
118, Willingham 108 and LaGrange 
105.

The league over - all picture 
picture shows a total of 136 touch­
downs and 77 extra points, along

Cl osenWildcats Cautioned
with a field goal and safety, for 
198 points in 61 games. This aver­
ages out to a 14.72 game mark.

Defensively the 10 region teams 
have given up 126 touchdowns, 70 
extra points, a field goal and
safety, for 831 points or 
average.

TEAMS
Valdosta ________ _
Lanier _________
LaGrange 
Albany ___!_— 
Willingham 
Jordan _________ 
Moultrie_________
Baker .._________  
Columbus
Warner Robins . ..

SEASON RECORDS 
W L 1

TEAMS 
Valdosta  
Lanier________ 
LaGrange _ 
Albany  
Jordan  
Willingham  
Moultrie 
Columbus  
Baker _ ___ 2_
Warner Robins

a 13.62

-6
_5
„5

_3 
j 
_2 
.2

0

0

2
3
3

o 
o 
o 
o

Pts. Opp.

5 
5

0 
0 
0

164
118
105
135
108
45
74
46

REGION RECORDS
w
-5

j 
.2 
.2

0

37

27 
45
37 
57
83 
91
65 
91

120 
215

0

3
3
3

0 
0
0
0

Pts. Opp.
127

5

o 
0 
0
0

92 
122
45 
81
67 
53
33 
31

INDIVIDUAL SCORING LEADERS
Player, Team G Td
Dickens, Willingham ____ 7
Bennett, Valdosta 6
Ruff er, Valdosta ———.6 
Rivers, Lanier -------------- 6
Harvey, Moultrie 6

J Smith, Valdosta  ..„_,__—6 
’ McClendon, LaGrange —6
n Crawford, Columbus--------- 6

Greer, Baker ,, 6 
1 Immel, Columbus-------------- 6

Hunnicutt, LaGrange --------- 6
Calhoun, LaGrange-----------6

I Sutton, Alabany ----------- ——5
j Doyal, Albany -----------——5
Gerst, Albany -------- :---------- 5
Hiers, Valdosta__________ 6
Richardson, Lanier ---------6 

. Hart, Jordan - ---------------------6
Musial, Lanier -------------——8
Burton, Lanier----------------8

I Chase, Lanier ------------ -------8
Kirk, Baker - -------,----- ;--------- 6
Wilson, Columbus .. ■  ... —<6
Fulford, Jordan 6
Brown, Moultrie _.—,--------8
Wheeler, Willingham ——7 
Muha, Warner Robins -------6
Robbins, Warner Robins - 6 
>—FIELD GOAL

8 
9
7 
7
5

3 
3
3
3 
3
3 
3
3 
3
3

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

2

’HIS WEEK

About Blue Devils
By SAMMY GLASSMAN

I Coach 
struck a 
any idea 
Wildcats

Wright Bazemore has 
verbal blow to dock off 
his high riding Valdosta 
have about becoming

PA. 
io 
0 
0 
0 
0 

13 
2

0 
0 
0
0
0 
0
0
0

10
3 
0
0 
0
0 
0
0 
0
0 
0
0

21 
39 
37 
26 
91 
83 
52 

101
91 

209

Pts 
58 
54 
42 
42 
30 

22* 
20 
19 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
16 
15 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12

bverconfident.
With five straight victories to 

their credit the ’Cats are lead­
ing the Region 1-AAA standings 
at mid-season. They are. also 
(pegged No. 1 Class AAA team in 
the state on the Associated Press 
rating chart ,

I Bazemore is justly proud of 
both accomplishments, but cau­
tions that just one defeat can 
strip Valdosta of both honors.

And he goes on to warn that 
unless the ’Cats are ready, both 
physically and mentally, the Co­
lumbus Blue Devils they meet 
here on Friday night could knock 
VHS off its perch.

Compared with ’Dosta’s spark­
ling 5-0 record, rhe Imps’ 1-4 
chart appears rather drab.

But the Columbus team’s 
record does not tell the whole 
story. Coach Fred McManus* 
charges lost to Willingham. 14-13; 
to Lanier, 14-7 and to Central, 
Ala., 19 - 13. A total of just 14

beat the Blue Devils. They 
knocked us off 6-0. The boys all 
i emember that one.”

After yielding a pair of TD’s 
in their season opener, the Wild­
cats have given up only two more 
touchdowns since. It goes without 
saying that the VHS coaching 
staff has been satisfied with that 
kind of defensive effort.

With the competition getting 
tougher each week, the Wildcats’ 
game-to-game point production 
has gone down.

The major objective now is to 
hold at the present defensive

level and to try to get the attack 
a shade smoother. The Wildcats 
are stressing offense in drills this 
week.

“Five teams have tried, but 
none of them have been able to 
keep Columbus from scoring at 
least two touchdowns,” Bazemore 
said. “That means we are going 
to have to be at our best on both 
offense and defense. If it turns 
out that we are like the others 
and can’t hold them, then we’ve 
got to try to outscore them. It’s 
going to be a tough game anyway 
you consider it.”

VALDOSTA 'I I

points 
tween 
losses.

And

meant the difference be- 
three victories and three

last week the Blue Devils
discovered the winning formula to 
gain a well-earned 20-7 triumph 
over Moultrie.

In building its victory streak. 
Valdosta has beaten Bake, 40-14; 
Thomasville, 37-6; Jordan 27-0*

RIPS COLUMBUS
Smith, Heirs Lead Wildcats 
To Sixth 1960 Win, 34-0

Dosta Plays Imps
Lanier, 19-7 and Albany, 

The Wildcats reached
playing a*nd 
last week’s 
over Albany.

“The boys

emotional 
important

7-0.
both -i 

peak in 
triumph

were really ‘up’ for
■ Albany,” Bazemore said. “I 
I know its asking a lot but they’ve 
! got to stay ’up.’ This Columbus 
team is much better than its 
record shows.”

“We went against Columbus 
last season thinking we could

BY SAMMY GLASSMAN 
ft Times Sprots Editor 
Valdosta’s Wildcats, who have
irived 
lotball, 
ose; of
Coach

so far on high-pressure 
can expect another full 
it this week.
Wright Bazemore’s

harges, with a five-game victory I 
treak going, took over undisput-, 
d possession of Region 1-AAA; 
zith a triumph over Albany last | 
feek. ~
But if the VHS gridders have' 

my idea about relaxing this week, 
hey I had best forget it. That’s 
he advice their coach is giving 
hem.

The Wildcats will meet the 
Columbus Blue Devils here Fri- 
lay night. It will be another re­
gional encounter. And while coach 
Fred McManus’ Imps a r e n* t 
among the league leaders, Colum-
bus showed 
handle with 
the Moultrie 
at Moultrie.

Valdosta’s 
is just one 
tap in the

it can be hard to 
a 20-7 victory over 
Packers last Friday

clash with Moultrie 
of many games on 
area.

Lowndes County’s Golden Eag­
les, after an open date last Fri­
day, will swing back into action 
against the Bacon County Red 

(Raiders at Alma on this com­
ing Friday night.

In other games Patterson will 
be at Hahira, Brooks County 
(Quitman) at Blakely, Berrien 
County (Nashville) at Cairo, Jen­
nings, Fla., at Clinch County 
(Homerville) and Cook County 
(Adel) at Sylvester.

IBs e Columbus team Valdosta 
I will be facing this week has a 
11-4 record in all games and a 
jfc regional chart. But Bazemore 
was jPu^one^ his charges not' to 
^be fooled by the Blue Devils' rg

Special to The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
VALDOSTA, Ga., Oct. 15—Valdosta kept its vic­

tory express rolling along as the Wildcats trounced the 
Columbus Blue Devils, 34-0, here Friday night.

With the triumph, Coach Wright 
Bazemore’s VHS eleven extended 
its winning streak to six games. 
The ’Cats boosted their Region 
1-AAA mark to 5-0 and held oh to 
first place in the league. The
VALDOSTA

16
301
30

115

First Downs 
Yards Rushing F 
Yards Passing •

Yards Penalized

COLUMBUS
ii 

120
34
15

Wildcats also got a measure of 
revenge for the licking Coach 
Fred McManus’ Imps handed 
them last fall.

It was the fifth defeat in six 
outings for Columbus and was the 
Blue Devils’ fourth loss tova re­
gional foe. The Wildcats mixed

a hard-hitting attack with a solid 
defense to measure Columbus be­
fore approximately 6,000 fans. 
They scored single TDs in the 
first, second and fourth quarters, 
and got a pair of tallies in the 
third stanza.

While the Imps got inside the 
20 on three occasions, they 
didn’t crack the tough Valdosta 
defense for a score. It was 
their first whitewash job. In I 
fact, Valdosta is the first team 
in six tries to limit the Blue , 
Devils to less than two touch- ’ 
downs. Giles Smith got the 
first VHS score on a dazzling 
38-yard run early in the open­
ing period and went on to have 
his best night of the season on 
offense.
When it was over the 145-pound 

sophomore halfback had 103 yards 
to his credit on 10 tries. Smith 
kicked four of five PATs.

Fullbacks Bumice Hiers and; 
Sirois Barker, quarterback Bruce 
Bennett and halfback Kenny Ruf- 
fer also got in on the scoring act.

Hiers tallied , on a two-yard run. 
Barker on a five-yard jaunt, Bcn- 
^ett on a 10-yard end sweep and 

uffer on a seven-yard ramble. 
The Valdosta line force, spear- 

ded by center Allen Holt, 
d Jimmy Adams and end 

BUy Blocker held the upper hand  
all\the way. Holt led in tackles  wit^ six. Blocker got credit for  
five\stops. Adams blocked with 
authority to help keep the attack
moving.

Valdosta came out with a com- 
victory margin despitefortab

Idrawiite 11 penalties which cost 
them (15 yards. The Wildcats’ 
limited^the Imps to a total of just  
154 yaids rushing and passing. 
Pass interceptions by Tommy 
Tart and Butch Luke, and a key  
fumble Recovery by end Bill 
Holtzclaw were spotlight plays in 
a fine ov^r-all stop’em effort.
Valdosta
Columbus

7 7 13 7-34 
.0 0 0 0—0

5 y ., run); PATs: Val^fi^fc^ 
(plaeeemnts).

. _ Valdosta—Smith (38 yds.,
iers (2 yds., run); B. Bennett 

Buffer (7 yds., run);



I Wb WttK

VHS At Mo
Eagles

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta's Wildcats, hoping to I extend their victory streak to I seven games, will go against the I Moultrie Packers, a traditional 
I rival, in a Region 1-AAA game at 
I Moultrie on Friday night.

In other games in the area. 
I Lowndes County will be at Ber­

rien County ‘Nashville*. Brooks
■ County (Quitman) at Cook Coun- 
I ty (Adell and Hahira at Folkston.

Clinch County’s Panthers have 
I an open date this week. The Hom- 

erville eleven will swing back in- 
I to action on Oct. 28 when it goes 

to Branford. Fla., for a game./ 
[ Coach Wright Bazemore’s Dos-I 
ta crew will carry a 6-0 record 

I for the season and a 5-0 league 
L mark into the contest with the 
■ Packers.

Coach Knock McCrary’s charg- 
I es have a 2-4 mark for the year 
■ and a 2-3 league chart.

Ticket* for Friday night's game be­
tween Valdosta and Moultrie are now 
on sale at Belcher's Drug Store. There | 
are approximately SOO reserved seat 
tickets plus general admission and stu­
dent ducats. Tickets must be purchased 

■ by Thursday.

But fans who have been follow- i 
■ ing the series between the two. 
k down through the years know that 
■ comparing records doesn’t al-1 
I ways give a true indication of I 
■ who Is going to win. Both the I 
I Packers and Wildcats have 
■ sprung major upsets against each 
■ other. ।

Valdosta has beaten Baker <40-1 
14*. Thomasville (37-6), Jordan 

I (27-0), Lanier (19-7), Albany (7-0) 
and Columbus (34-0) for its six 

I wins. j
Moultrie has licked Baker (13-0) j 

and Warner Robins (35-0), while 
‘bowing to Jordan (19-12*. Lanier i 
U£A&» Thomasville (12-7) and] 

(20-7).
»^ ^^f^



Valdosta Punter Giles Smith
Ranks Second Among Region 1-AAA Kickers

IMoultrie May Have 
Surprise For 'Cats

Tension Mounts As VHS 
Goes After Seventh Win

With the tension mounting, Valdosta's league-leading Wildcats 
shoot for their seventh straight football triumph at Moultrie tonight.

BY SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

A pair of teams that have 
turned in unexpected per­
formances so far this year will 
be meeting when Valdosta’s Wild­
cats go to Moultrie Friday night 
to meet the Packers.

On the pre-season form chart 
coach Knuck MCrary’s Packers 
were ranked with the title con­
tenders, while coach Wright 
Bazemore’s Wildcats were pegged 
for a second division finish.

But with the season already 
into the second half, the Wildcats

1959 stars are missing, the cur­
rent Moultrie team is well stocked 
with returning regulars.

I The feeling around the circuit 
is that Moultrie has the potential, 
but just hasn’t “jelled.” It is one 
of those things that can happen 
to a team even when it has a 
veteran and talented coach like 
McCrary at the helm.

are leading the Region 1-AAA 
race and the Packers are out of 
the title picture.

VHS has a six-game victory 
streak going and a 5-0 regional 
record. Moultrie has a 2-4 chart 
for all games and a 2-3 record 
in league play.

Last season Moultrie had a 
strong team that stayed right in 
the thick of the championship 
scramble right up to the end. i

While some of the

But there are definite signs 
that Moultrie is ready to hit its 
stride. The Packers were ex­
tremely sharp in a 35-0 romp 

Packers’ over Warner Robins last week.
“Moultrie was hit pretty hard 

I at graduation time,” Bazemore 
said, ’’but it has enough experi- 

j enced hands to be a good, tough 
1 football team. Our scout report 
I shows the Packers have good 
I size and speed.

“You can always count on a 
team turned out by Knuck Mc­
Crary to be well coached and 
ready to play it tough.

“We are going to Moultrie ex­
pecting a tough game, and I’m
sure we are going to have one.”

This will be only the second 
“road” trip for Wildcats; In their 
only out of town game they had 
their troubles gaining a 19-7 vic­
tory over Lanier at Macon.

Coach Wright Bazemore’s VH^ 
eleven has clicked off six straight 
wins. It has beaten five Region 
1-AAA foes to climb atop the loop 
standings.

Tonight it will risk both its 
unblemished record and regional 
lead against traditional rival 
Moultrie.

While coach Knuck McCrary’s 
Packers have a 2-4 mark, no one 
has found them an easy mark. 
Last week they trounced Warner 
Robins, 35-0, showing football 
poise in the process.

* ♦ *
Whenever a team generates a 

winning streak, there is always 
tension which goes with it. The 
Wildcats know how it feels to be 
the No. 1 target in the loop. The 
pressure is great.

Moultrie and Valdosta have 
met 36 times since the series be­
gan in 1913. The Wildcats hold 
a 27-6 edge in the set and there 
have been three ties. However, it 
has been three years since VHS 
licked MHS.

In 1958 they battled to a 7-7 
tie. Last fall Moultrie was a 41- 
20 victor.

The Packers have a solid line 
that has veterans Charlie Mar­
shall (175) and Wayne Tucker 
(172) at end and Bernard West 
(180) and Van Ellis (200) at tack­
le. All four are seniors and all 
were regulars last fall.

* * *
Halfback Randy Harvey and 

quarterback Clyde (Piggy) Isom 
are the Packers’ attack leaders. 
With 475 yards to his credit, the 
155-pound Harvey is the top rush­
er in 1-AAA. Isom stands ninth 
on the regional rushing list with 
340 yards. He’s completed 10 of 
23 passes for 194 yards. Isom 

। ranks seventh among regional 
passers.

The Wildcats will again use 
their modified two-platoon plan, 
which so far has worked to per­
fection. Bazemore uses more than

20 players as regulars on offense 
or defense.

In the “Go-Team” backfield are 
Bruce Bennett, Kenny Ruff er, 
Giles Smith and Burnice Hiers. 
Bennett has gained 426 yards to 
stand fourth on the regional Cush­
ing list. Ruffer has 280 yards to 
his credit. Smith has 229 and 

| Hiers 226.
Other backs likely to see action 

are Tommy Tart, Butch Luke, 
Rick Thomas, Stan Reaves, Clyo 
Blanton and Walter Zant.

Linemen who have seen exten­
sive front line duty include Billy 
Blocker, Charlie Harris, Bill 
Holtzclaw, Wally Colson, Bobby 
Grondahl, Jerry Reaves, Bill 
Myddleton, Bill Schroer, Skipper 
Prewitte, Ray Bennett, Frank 
Wetherington, Jimmy Adams, Al­
len Holt and Foy Norwood.

Two standout members of the 
forward wall force -— Bunky 
Henry and Gary Minchew — are 
sidelined with injuries.

Since this is a regional game, 
Valdosta must win to stay atop 9 
the standings. The Wildcats would 
also like to keep their winning j 

I streak going.
They will also be shooting for 

their first triumph in three years 
against the Packers, a traditional I 

I rival.
In 1958 Valdosta and Moultrie! 

battled to a 7-7 tie. Last year the I 
Packers gunned down the Wild-' 

| cats, 40-21.
While the Packers have seen j 

their championship hopes vanish I 
this year, a victory over the 1

I Wildcats would make their sea- 
son a “success” regardless of

I what kind of won-loss record they 
j might have at the close of the j 

campaign. So McCrary’s charges 
. have plenty of reasons for going 
all out to triumph.



'Dosta Band 
Performs
At Moultrie

A “Dixie Fanfare” featured the 
Valdosta High band’s halftime 
program at the Valdosta-Moultrie 
football game last night at Moul­
trie.

“Colonel Bogey” was the tune 
played as the band marched slow- 
style down the field to the forty­
yard line. Here marching style 
and tempo increased with the 
playing of “Notre Dame Victory 
March.”

A pause and a rear march 
brought the band into two facing 
company fronts. “Men of Ohio” 
was played as a crisscross and. 
pick-up i outine was executed.

Following, revolving pin-wheels 
were formed. Then a silent drill 
was performed. “Lassus Trom­
bone,” featuring the entire trom­
bone section, was played next.

Then the band left the field 
playing the VHS “Fight Song.”

Wildcats Meet
Packers Friday
Renew Prep Grid Series 
Which Had Start In 1913

Valdosta’s football Wildcats will renew a gridiron series which 
dates back to 1913 when they go against the Moultrie Packers
Friday night at Moultrie.

The Wildcats will be out to ex­
tend their 1960 victory streak to
seven games and
first place 
standings.

Moultrie, 
romp over

in the

fresh

to hang on to 
Region 1-AAA

from a 35-0
Warner Robins, will

be out to improve on a 2-4 record.
Coach Knuck McCrary’s Pack­

ers, always dangerous regard­
less of their won-loss record, will 
be shooting for a triumph that 
would turn a season which has 
been disappointing so far into a 
“success.”

While the Packers have lost 
four games, no one has found 
them an easy mark and coach 
Wright Bazemore has warned his 
charges that real trouble will be 
brewing for them at Mack 
Thorpe Stadium in Moultrie.

Charlie Harris, Bill Holtzclaw and 
Wally Colson; tackles Bobby 
Grondahl, Jerry Reaves, Billy 
Myddleton, Herb Schroer and

I Skipper Prewitte; guards Ray 
Bennett, Frank Wetherington and 
Jimmy Adams, centers Allen 
Holt and Foy Norwood and backs 
Tommy Tart, Butch Luke, Rick 
Thomas, Bruce Bennett, Giles 
Smith, Stan Reaves, Kenny Ruf­
fer, Clyo Blanton, Burnice Hiers 
and Walter Zant.

To build their current victory 
string the Wildcats have defeated 
Baker (41-14), Thomasville (27-6), 
Jordan (27-0), Lanier (19-7), Al­
bany (7-0) and Columbus (34-0).

Talented Flankman Billy Blocker
Standout Member Of Valdosta Line Crew

VALDOSTA TOPS
MOULTRIE, 21-0

Ruffer Scores Two Touchdowns 
As Wildcats Extend Win Streak

In addition to the win over] 
Robins, the Packers licked Bak-1 
er, 13-0. They have bowed to I 
Jordan (19-12), to Lanier (13-0),1 
to Thomasville (12-7) and to Col­
umbus (20-7). Last season Mc­
Crary’s charges knocked off the 
Wildcats’ 41-20. Many regulars 
from that team are still around.

The returnees include ends | 
Charlie Marshall (175, sr.) and 
Wayne Tucker (172, sr.), tackles 
Bernard West (180, sr.) and Van 
Ellis (200, sr.), quarterback Clyde 
(Piggy) Isom (175, jr.) and half­
backs Pete Sayeski (160, sr.) and 
Randy Harvey (150, jr.).

In* Harvey, Moultrie has one of I 
the top ground gainers in 1-AAA. 
He has outstanding speed, and
packs a 
his size.

hard wallop for a back

Others certain to see front-line
Special to The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

MOULTRIE, Ga., Oct. 22—Who ever said “you 
can’t win with sophomores and juniors” apparently 
didn’t pass this bit of information along to Wright
Bazemore.

If he did, Bazemore didn’t be­
lieve a word of it, because he has 
been proving this old football su­
perstition wrong all season.

Friday night was no different 
as his Valdosta Wildcats mas­
tered the Moultrie Packers, 21-0, 
in chilly Mack Tharpe Memorial 
Stadium.

Bazemore’s ’Cats amazed an 
estimated 5,000 grid fans as they 
danced off a pair of touchdowns 
in the second period and another 
in the fourth to prove they had 
come to town to stretch their 
string to seven consecutive wins.
Kenny 4 Ruffer, a sophomore, 

chalked up two touchdowns for 
the evening’s work. He returned

a punt for 85 yards and paydirt 
and found the handle on a Bruce 
Bennett pass for another six 
points.

Giles Smith, another Valdosta 
sophomore,, registered all three 
of the PATs. He also booted four 
punts for 177 yards.

Bennett, a junior, tallied the 
’Cats’ other six points.

Bazemore, a prep Hall of 
Famer, and his young, wild, wild 
’Cats have been proving this bit 
of pigskin philosophy as just so 
much boulder-dash all season 
long.

action for the Packers are guards 
Buddy McCoy (172, jr.) and Sam 
Freeman (175, jr.), center Reid 
Carlton (150, jr.), tackles Sam 
Ellis (165, sr.) and Bernard West 
(180, sr.) and halfbacks Charlie 
Pippin (150, soph.), David In­
gram (170, sr.) and Kenneth 
Brown (140, soph.).

With the exception of end Bunky 
Henry, out with a broken leg, 
and guard Gary Minchew, side­
lined by a knee injury, the Wild­
cats will go into the game in 
pretty good physical condition.

Likely to see action for the
‘Cats are ends Billy Blocker,

‘ «lhii
’ht hi 
,es
he

U 1
— t

n w
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NO ONE figured the Bazemore 
special to come on very strong 
this round because his team was I 
infested with youngsters. How­
ever, in just seven games the 
’Cats have taken over the top 
round of the ladder in state AAA 
football. They are undefeated and 
untied.

Moultrie had one little back, 
Randy Harvey, a junior, who 
stole the running show by dash­
ing off 73 yards. This was tops 
for the evening.

However, the difference was in 
the number of backs that ran. 
Bazemore had three that ran well, 
to Moultrie’s one. - .. I
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/ith Espionage In New York

left, a Russian emlloyed at United Nations head- 
istrator Willie Hirs<n, right, are shown in cars out- 
ork City. They wee enroute to federal lockup after 

OJ. 1 Vk?U MAAM CM. A MA^AAAAAVrAAV MAA C^rVcounts of espiona®. They are accused of trying to 
obtain'intelligence information Staining to natioral defense.

New Castro Blast
At U. S. Expected
Cubans Show Greit Concern; 
For Marine Landirg At Base

By THE ASSOCIATED PR-SS

HAVANA—The arrival of a cortingent of U. S. Ma­
ines at Guantanamo navel base todiy for the weekend 
vas expected to launch Prime Minister Fidel Castro Into 

■ new round of charges that the Uniter States is grooming 
n invasion force.
Cuban officials showed great in- Khrushchev gave Cuban newsmen 

?rest in the announcement from in which Ue Soviet news agency
Washington that 1,450 Marines on j quoted the premier as saying his 

promise of rocket support to Cubamaneuvers in the Caribbean will 
and at the U.S. naval base at 
Ie east end of Cuba for a few 
ays of rest and recreation.
Cuban officials did not com-

•nent, Castro was to make a na- 
ionwide television speech today, 
be time of which was indefinite.
Hie Washington announcement 

coincided with other developments 
in plummeting U.S.-Cuban rela­
tions.
\ The government - controlled 
Vess in war-type banner lines said 

e 300 Marines already at Guan- 
lamo were polishing up their 
Wng'with realistic combat ex-

in event of American aggression 
“should be considered symbolic.”

Earlier, Revolucion, the Castro 
organ, had said Khrushchev was 
asked if Soviet rockets were 

1 ready to assist Cuba in cases of 
need and quoted him as answer­
ing: “Unquestionably. But it’s bet­
ter that there be no aggression, 
as we will do everything possible 
to avoid using our rockets/’

Tass further quoted Khrush­
chev: “It is essential that the im­
perialism threat to intervention 
against Cuba should not mater­
ialize into military operations and 
thpn thArA ivil I iha v»« Inm4 I tA

V/HAT'S WHAT?
Be a goblin on Hallow­

een night but not a de- 
struciive one, pleads the 
Valdosta High Tri-Hi-Y.

The high school group 
is waging a campaign 
against vandalism on 
the night filled with 
human ghosts.

The Tri-Hi-Y appeals 
to youngsters not to go 
beyond a prudent prank.

Cubans "Steal 
Plane After 
Gun Battle

WEATHER^

Partly cloudy and mild today 
and Sunday, clear and cool to­
night. High today 78? low 
tonight 50, high Sunday 80.

Member of The Associated Press

Last Half Spurt
Gives ’Cats Win
Locals Down 
Rams, 21-0

I By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor Ay

I, Stopped cold in the first half 
I by a souped up Willingham de/' 
fense which featured two blocked 

| punts and a pair of pass inter- 
j ceptions, the Valdosta Wildcats 
unreeled touchdown marches of 
58 and 59 yards in the third per­
iod on their way to a 21-0 vic-
tory over the Rams 
here last night.

It was the eighth 
for coach Wright

from Macon

straight win 
Bazemore’s

Wildcats land left them atop the 
Region 1-AAA standings with a 
7-0 league record. The defeat left 
coach Billy Henderson’s Rams 
with a 3-4-1 mark.

The Valdosta fans in the crowd 
of approximately 4,000 sat in stun­
ped silence during most of the 
first half as the Rams put a de­
fensive leash on the Wildcats that

Iheld them

I But the 
hometown 
screaming

to only 26 yards rush-

VHS crew had the 
fans standing and 
during the second

second half. The first time they 
got possession of the ball in the 
third stanza they wheeled 58 
yards to paydirt on a smooth, 
10-play touchdown assault led by 
quarterback Bruce Bennett.

Bennett got the marker that 
broke the 0-0 deadlock on a two- 
yard plunge. In the drive goal- 
Ward he turned in gains of 10, 
11 and 8 yards. Halfback Giles 
Smith, with runs of 11 and 5 
yards, and fullback Burnice 
dliers with romps of 4 and 5 
yards, did their part.

HAVANA (AP) — The govern­
ment radio reported today one

I The next time Valdosta got the 
bigskin it moved 59 yards in 
seven plays. A 27-yard air strike 
from Bennett to halfback Bud 
Hatcher and a weaving deter­
mined 16-yard romp by Smith, 
which carried to the three; were 
the big gainers. Smith tallied on a 
three-yard jaunt.

person was killed and several J
With the Wildcats’ defense hold­

ing solid all the way, those two
were wounded in
aboard a Cuban Airlines plane en-

a gun battle (bird period scores settled the is­
sue. But VHS went on to an in-

route from Havana to the Isle of surance marker in the final per-
Pinoc. ■■Mi iod.

Willingham gambled for a first
Continued On Page 2

'Possum Trap' 
Hangs Cocker 
On City Stream 
They’re ’ trapping along Two-

Mile Branch in urbanized Val­
dosta.

J. D. Glass of 311 Canna Dr. 
found his show dog — a cocker 
spaniel — hung in a “possum 
trap” on the creek bank today.

Glass doesn’t like for his dog 
to be trapped, but he’s more wor­
ried about harm coming to chil­
dren playing in the area.

Authorities, who are investigat­
ing the incident, point out trap­
ping is much better in places 
where less people live and chil-

—-photo by Barclay Woodward

Smith Takes to Air On Determined Run
Third Quarter Jaunt Set Up Valdosta’s Second Score

UNION CHIEFS
V

ARE CONVICTED

IN ROAD BRIBE
■ INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Three 

top officials of the Carpenters 
Union were convicted Friday 
night of bribing an Indiana high­
way official in quick-profit right- 
of-way deals, climaxing a high­
way scandal case that dated back 
nearly three years.

Maurice A. Hutcheson, presi-1 
dent of the 850,000-member inter-1 
national union; O. William Blaier, i 
vice president, and Frank M. 
Chapman, treasurer, displayed no 
emotion as Criminal Court Judge 
M. Walter Bell read the verdict.

Bell ordered a presentence in- h 
zestigation and set Nov. 28 for / 
sentencing. The conviction car-u 
des a 2-14-year prison sentence /'
and a maximum fine of $15,000 
jach.

The jury of seven men and five 
women deliberated less than three 
hours before finding all three 
guilty of bribing and conspiracy 
to bribe Harry A. Doggett of | 
Greensburg, former right-of-way I

I 
I

c 
c 
C 
t<

purchasing director for the Indi- b
ana Highway Department.

fUs Sth
♦Scribners telegram today made!

3 point of saying negotiations had n 
progressed to the point that he and v 
Reinsch had agreed on a time and t 
place for the broadcast and had £ 
disked for a meeting with network t 
•epresentatives today to complete s
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I Woman’s World 5
Society Eten is I
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Elizabeth Ashley, Editor

CLUB ACTIVITY

Boys Clul
Annual 1

Mss Jane Hickman to Wed
k\ Lastinger at Church

Ir. and Mrs. E. E. Hickman of Barney announce 
ttengagement of their daughter, Jane, to Norman 
Lmger, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gaines Lastinger of 
Peon.

he wedding will take place Nov. 6, at 4 p.m. in 
(Barney Baptist Church. No cards.

ticc Wickman is a graduate of the Morven High 
ss College In Valdosta.
uate of the Pearson High 
usines in Pearson.

earn Beauty 
an Shortage
years of more.

One intriguing item is a spe­
cial vitamin-enriched eyelash 
creme that darkens and 
nourishes eyelashes. “Blue and 
green eye shadow are absolute­
ly out,” she declared. “Mascara 
is awful and men must hate 
to kiss a woman all painted up 
with black eyes. A simple eye 
liner and my creme makes 
eyes look the way they should.”

AU is not necessarily nature’s 
own, according to Mme. Elmes, 
but she does despair the 
mounds of makeup American

It’s Carnival Time!!! And Ca 
Attention all girls (and boys, to* 
Valdosta Girls Club and Boys

JOANN VERNER 
quested to come in costume to ar 
will be decorated throughout wit 
black cats, ghosts and witches. 
It’s free and open to everyone.

A reminder for the Girls 
October 31st so everyone must ' 
Activities for girls 6-11 and the day 
Monday, arts and crafts, Tuesday, 
Thursday, charm and Friday, coc 
of these and they will begin on

The club is open every day fix 
the days of your activities and 
and use the game room. Friday 
at the Boys Club.

Saturday we will be open fro 
eluding birthday parties, scaven

The membership dues are $1.( 
everything for the year plus free

The Teen-Agers, any girls in 
ing on Wednesday, November 2n 
up their new program. Activities 
charm and modeling, field trip? 
membership dues for this group1 
also includes swimming and aV 
movies, dances and special p

See you soon at tho



Valdosta Needs Triumph
To Keep Lead In Region

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

The Valdosta Wildcats and Willingham Rams who meet here 
•iday night have a common objective — they want to enhance 
eir reputations in Region 1-AAA.
Coach Wright Bazemore’s Wild­

cats moved into the league in 
.958 after winning a long string 
)f Class AA state championships.

They’ve done alright in two 
seasons. In ’58 they had a 6-3-1 
'ecord. Last fall they were 5-5.

But with a string of seven vic- 
ories going this year, the ‘Cats 
iave ambitions to become region­
al champs. They lead the circuit 
with a 6-0 mark, but must beat 
.he Rams to stay ahead of such 
Jose contenders as LaGrange 
and Albany.

Willingham, a school that was 
apened in Macon just three years 
ago, is a newcomer to the cir­
cuit this season. Coach Billy 
Henderson’s Rams are 3-3-1 at 
:his stage of the campaign.

They are out of the title race, 
but if they can knock off the 
Wildcats tomorrow night it would 
mark their “arrival” as a football 
power in the region.

The game, slated for 8 p. m. 
at Cleveland Field, will be the 
final home appearance of the 
regular season for the ‘Cats. Af­
ter tomorrow night they still 
must meet loop foes Warner Rob­
ins and LaGrange on the “road.”

V/hile VHS has scouted the 
Rams this season, the Wildcats 
still aren’t sure what Henderson’s 
charges might have in their bag 
of football tricks.

During most of the season 
Bazemore has used a modified 
two-platoon plan with more than 
20 boys used as regulars.

But he expressed displeasure at 
certain phases of the Wildcats’ 
play against Moultrie last week 
and says some changes may be 
made this week.

“We are going to start the 
boys who have shown us in prac­
tice this week that they really 
want to play,” Bazemore said.

The Wildcats beat Moultrie, 21- 
0, but they had trouble with the 
Packers. Before that VHS turned 
back Baker (40-14). Thomasville 
(37-6), Jordan (27-0), Lanier (19- 
7), Albany (7-0) and Columbus 
(34-0).

Willingham has beaten Warner 
Robins (43-0), Baker (14-13) and 
Groves (27-0). The Rams tied Jor­
dan 7-7. They lost to LaGrange 
(20-6), Columbus (14-13) and Al­
bany (31-0).

Willingham operates from a 
variety of offensive formations. 
They had an open date last Fri­
day, which means they’ve had 
two weeks to cook tin something 
n|ew to try against Valdosta.
1 One thing for sure that the 

‘Cats know, Willingham has some 
talented players in both the line 
Ind backfield.
I The backfield regulars include 
[quarterback Randy Wheeler (170, 
jr.) and Turner Gaines (145, 
'soph.), halfbacks Carson Hardi­
son (171, jr.), Robert Mathews 
(151, sr.), Roger Duffy (153, jr.) 
and Larry Stokes (132, sr.) and 
fullbacks Joel Dickens (185, jr.) 
and Jeff Wagner (153, soph.).

Both Wheeler and Gaines are 
talented passers. Dickens is one 
of the leading rushers and scor­
ers in the region.

In the forward wall are ends 
Jimmy Hammond (170, sr.) and 
Dwight Payne (160. sr.), tackles 
Jasper Hardison (185, sr.) and 
Wilton March man (205, sr.)| 
guards Charlie Holder (160, sr.) 
James Hallman (177, sr.) and
Raymond Kania (176, soph.) and 
centers Richard Crosby (155. 
jrj and Clyde Davis (170, sr J.



That was

Macon.

so®
Valdosta's Hard-Hitting Center Allen Holt

Senior Lineman Standout Member Of Stop’em Crew

)osta Scout Rates
Willingham Tough

BY SAMMY GLASSMAN i Macon eleven lost to Baker (13-| 
Times Sports Editor 12), to LaGrange (20-6)

If Valdosta’s Wildcats figure to Albany (31-0). 
make Willingham’s Ram^y their Dickens, a 
eighth football victim then they ^W . ^een one 
are going to have to play imuch leading scorers 
better than they did last week ers aH season, 
against Moultrie. i Last Friday,

185-pound 
of the

and to

junior, 
region’s

and ground gain-

ie » । juW Ax*v<cv, Moultrie’s. 150
the advice coach Pound junior halfback Randy Har-

Wright Bazemore gave Itois v^ ripped the VHS defense for 73 
charges as they began preparing 
for the Region 1-AAA encounter I
here Friday night with coachil 
Billy Henderson’s P—~ *------Rams from

The Wildcats licked Moultrie, 
21-0, last week for their seventh 
triumph of the season and their 
sixth regional win. They are lead­
ing the 1-AAA race at the present.

Willingham, a newcomer to the 
circuit and a relatively new 
school, has a 3-3-1 chart. But the 
enthusiastic Rams have already
earned a solid football 
They have certainly 
the Wildcats’ scouts.

“Our scout report

reputation.
impressed

indicates
Willingham is a tougher and more 
solid ball club than Moultrie,” 
Bazemore said. “M c u i t r i e 
enthusiastic Rams Vhave already 
certainly gave us trouble. If we 
don’t play better this week we 
stand a good chance of getting 
our ears pinned back. Even if 
we play our best, it is going to 
be a tough grind.”

$ $ *

Bazemore was displeased with 
i his charges’ performance right 
after the Moultrie tilt. After view­
ing films of the game he an- 
nouced some lineup changes may 
be in the offing.

“Let’s just say our blocking 
was poor and our defensive effort 
left a lot to be desire,” the 
coach said. “We are going to be 
looking for our best fottoalJ 
players in practice this week 
Those that want to play Friday 
night are going to have to show 
us in practice.

“Sure, we’ve won seven in c 
1 row. But we can’t sit back anc 

relax. Other teams are improving 
and we seem to be stardin I still
Everyone knows what
pen if that 
change.”

*
Against the

it nation
will hap 
does not

Packers the Wild­
cats scored with a long punt re­
turn and a pair of aerial assaults. 
They had little success with their 
up-to-now potent running game. 
While Moultrie was held scorless, 
the Packers made both their 
ground and air attack click 
ag^’nst the Wildcats.

Willingham, led by fullback 
Joel Dickens, has beaten Warner 
Robins (43-0), Columbia: ■14-131 
and Groves (27-0). The Rams 
played Jordan to a 6-6 tie. The

‘If our boys think Harvey was

hard to stop, wait until they ge 
a look at Dickens/’ Bazemon 
saod. “The Willingham fullbacl 
is just as fast as Harvey, but i 
heavier and runs even tougher.’ 

To run up their string of sevei
wins and gain the 1-AAA lead am 
top ranking at the “AAA” leve 
in the state, the Wildcats havi 

i licked Baker (40-14), Thomasville 
(37-6), Jordan (27-0), Lanier (19-7 

| Albany (7-0), Columbus (34-01 am 
i Moultrie (21-0). z



WKS flHMBHP*^ 11VALDOSTA VS WILLING- ' 

HAM — Although the Wildacts 
heat Moultrie last week, coach 
Wright Bazemore was not en­
tirely pleased with the per­
formance. He’s had the pres­
sure on all week in practice. 
The main reason is that Will­
ingham is rated stronger than 
Moultrie. This will be the first 
meeting between the ’Cats and 
the Rams from Macon. I’ve 
gone along with VHS all sea­
son. I’m not about to change 
now. My pick is Valdosta



poaching 'Giants' Collide
In Albany-Valdosta Match

I By GENE ASHER
Atlanta Journal Staff Writer

I VALDOSTA, Ga., Oct. 6. 
■The “Coach of the Year” 
■meets the “Coach of the 
■ Decade” Friday night when 
■Valdosta hosts Albany for 
■ the inside track to the Re- 
I gion 1-AAA high school 
I football championship. An 
I overflow crowd of 8,000- 
Iplus is expected.

Valdosta High’s Wright Baze- 
I more, the perennial pessimist, 
I boasts the finest coaching record 
[in Georgia. His clubs have post­
ed a 145-30-2 won-lost-tied record 
and have won five state cham­
pionships in the past nine years.

Tillitski made his coaching 
I debut last season. He won 13 
straight, including the State Class 
AAA championship and the state’s 
annual all-star football game. His 
’60 club lost its opener but has 

| since won three straight, all re­
gion games. *

The collision of these Class 
AAA coaching giants highlights 
the most attractive prep ioot- 

\ ball slate of the year. In other 
important games, Bainbridge in­

He Hopes to Shoot Down Albany High
vades Thomasville, Blakely-Un- ;Georgia, halfbacks Ed Varner and. 
Ion visits Mitchell County, ;+ Fred Barber.
Hawkinsville goes to Perry, p Bainbridge is top-ranked in The 
Chattanooga Valley entertains .-[Journal’s Class AA ratings, Thom- 
Dade County, and Summerville asville is unranked.
is at home against Lakeview.
Valdosta, supposedly “a year 

away,” arrived last weekei?d : 
against Lanier. It went into the

Winner will become the odds-on 
favorite to win the Region 1-AA 
South title.

Macon trap and thrashed the re­

WHAT BAZEMORE failed to 
I point out, however, is that his 
club boasts the leading ground­
gainer in the region, Bruce Ben- 
.nett, and one of the top passers. 
Rick Thomas.

Bennett has gained 350 y^^B 
H for a 9.5 average and Thoa^L 

has completed nine of 19
I for 473 yards.
■ “Our coaches think Albany is 
H just as good as it was last year,” I 

Bazemore moaned. “Our only
F hope is a slim one. We will try, 

and run wide, though, because we f 
M know we can’t go through the 1 
I middle.”

Valdosta has beaten Baker, 40- 
K 14; Thomasville, 37-6, and J o r - 

dan, 27-0, besides Lanier.
I ' Albany, upset by Benedictine 

in its opener, stopped Columbus, 
32-13; Warner-Robins, 53-6, and 
LaGrange, 6-0.
“We’ve improved, a lot since 

. that Benedictine game,” Tillit- 
ski said, “but we’ve got a big 
job against Valdosta. They have 
hove speed than we do. We need 
•to be tough on the flanks.” 

I Albany, predominantly a run- 
fiing^eam, is expected to take the 
air. Lanier located several flaws 
in the Valdosta pass defense and [ 
the Indians hope to exploit them.

Jerry Gerst and Roger Beavers 
| are expected to handle the AL k 
Ibany passing game with halfback-* 
I Jerry Doyal on the receiving endj * 
• - - ♦ ♦ *

DOYAL ALSO is a solid ground . 
threat. He is third best rusher in ' 
the region with a 5.4 average.

Valdosta is ranked second in 
The Journal’s statewide high 
school poll, Albany seventh.

x Bainbridge will be out to snap 
a 12-year losing streak against 
Thomasville. The Bearcats have 
not beaten the Bulldogs since 
.1948.

^^ Bearcats boast two of the 
ight-after halfbacks in

gion cofavorites, 19-7.
It was the fourth straight vic­

tory for the undefeated and un­
tied Wildcats. And a win over
Albany would put them in the

ASHER'S PICKS
THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Winner Loser
Roosevelt (Cheney Stadium E. Atlanta 
Northside (Grady Stadium) O'Keefe 
Saint Pius (Chamblee) Monroe 

Last Week’s Record: 91 right; 18 
wrong—. 335. 

Season Record: 397 right. 112 wrong— 
.780.

region driver’s seat with only a I 
date at LaGrange left as a major 
obstacle.

But Bazemore was buying nonei 
of that.

“We’re not ready to play Al­
bany,” he said. “We are too j 
small and too inexperienced. 
We’ll get run out of the sta­
dium.” |

—Times Staff Photo

Bazemore Ponders Chances on Wet Turf
A worried Wright Bazemore, coach of the unbeaten Valdosta Wildcats casts a 

doubtful eye skyward. He just doesn’t know what the wet turf will do to his chances 
tonight against the powerful Albany Indians. A full house is expected at Cleveland 
Field for traditional grid clash despite the doubtful weather.Maki.* 1



eek
rown

Richmond Academy Given 
Edge In Game At Augusta

। * Be i<> (he I 
nam< <it those ’

I ikies tar free
I Bilh ksr
Boll c*w. BL

Wi erri*. Bit 
Cee Bill

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta’s Wildcats and Richmond Academy’s Musket*’ 
vivors of a pair of tough region races, are to meet head on ti 
Apgusta in a struggle for the South Georgia Class AAA 
championship.

ighi at
oottvd

I Biy Brno#' Gary Ohnchew, 
Fran< Wetf HngUxi. J J/" "J 
Adan#. |.«» >y T»1 h 1W; 
Stan ©*® B^"”* Bud 
Hatcn( Mdi •«#»•’ _

Both will be risking perfect 10-0
records, 
will be 
playoff 
crown.

Coach

Reward for the 
a berth in next 
for the state

Frank Inman’s

winner 
week’s 
“AAA”

teers, boasting one of the 
est backfields in the prep 
have been established as 
to two touchdown favorite.

However, coach Wright

Muske- 
strong- 
ranks, 
a one

Baze-
more’s Wildcats upset the form 
chart to capture the 1-AAA crown 
and they left on the long 241-mile 
trip to Augusta this morning 
with high hopes of springing a
surprise 
tonight.

This is 
for VHS

against the Musketeers

the first playoff venture 
since it moved to the

“AAA” ranks in 1958. However, 
the Wildcats claimed state cham­
pionships at both the ‘A” and 
“AA” levels in the past.

Richmond, beaten by Albany in 
last year’s South Georgia test,
is determined to gain 
Georgia championship 
out.

This will be the first

the South 
this time

action for
H the Wildcats. in two weeks. They 
■ edged LaGrange 14-13, in their 
B regular season finale on Nov. 11, 
B then were idle last week while 
I the 2-AAA teams finished their 
■ race.

The extra time gave VHS a 
■ chance to get several injured 
I players back in playing condition. 
I Still, coach Bazemore is worried 
■ that the layoff might rob his 
B charges of their keen playing 
I edge.

Richmond “warmed-up” for the 
■ playoff fray by polishing off Aqui- 
B nas, 46-7, last Friday. The Muske- ■ 
■ teers. haven’t even had a close 
■ call this year. Their smallest; 
■ victory edge has been a comfort­

able 14 points.
The Augusta team’s vaunted at- ' 

I tack is led by quarterback Billy ; 
| Wood, halfback Forrest Ing left 
I and All-State fullback Buddy Rob- 
| inson.
I Robinson weighs in at 205 I 
। pounds and has scored 92 points I 
| this season.

The big and talented Richmond I 
| forward wall is anchored by end 
£ Glenn Gray, a 180-pound glue- 
| fingered pass receiver; tackle I 
g Lee Lucky, a 180-pounder with 

the speed of a back, and guard 
Jim Carroll, a hard-hitting 165-

I pounder.
Wood is noted for his excellence J 

I on running pass plays. The Wild- 
I cats’ pass defense* has proved to

be oh more ^ than • dile»oc-

casion this year.
Valdosta has gained its succei 

by depending more on oven! 
team excellence rather than in­
dividual brilliance.

However, quarterback Bruce 
Bennett, an All-State selectee, has 
been the attack leader. He's aver­
aged better than six yards per 
carry and has scored 72 points.

Halfback Kenny Buffer, who set 
a new 1-AAA punt return record, 
stands second on the VHS scoring 
list with 66 points.

Their Go-team backfield mates 
are halfback Giles Smith and full­
back Burnice Hiers.

Smith has a close to 40 yards 
per try punting average and set 
1 •• AAA mark by making good 
on 24 PAT boots. Hiers, the Wild­
cats* backfield “heavyweight” at 
165 pounds, is a hard runner and 
blocker of note.’

To overcome his team's lack of 
size, Bazemore has used a modi­
fied two-platoon system, this year.

Buri 
ad tof pla



‘I’ll tell you one thing foi

Amazing Wildcats Earned 
Right To Wear SG Crown

VHS Band 
I'Sparkles' 
At Grid Tilt

formance at last night’s game be- 
ham"nthe Wildcats and Willing- 
ham Rams. *
inA^r"£g*Te show the band 
in mid-field played the “Star i 
Spangled Banner.” Moving to the 
n'w *?”S’-the band PJayed “Peggy' 
ONeil m honor of Mrs. Zollie 
Royal who was saluted by the 
£nH^u°?n ^h as a faitMul 

fan through the years.
At the half, the band lined up 

company front fashion on the goal 
line and played “Dixie Fanfare.” 
Then it played “Men of Ohio” 
with stop-time. At the forty-yard 
Une, the band executed two forms 
of eschalon while playing “Notre 
Dame Victory March” and “Tro- 
Jan Warrior.”
.uInJW<l facing company fronts, 
the band executed a zipper rou- 
tine as the majorettes marched 
down the middle of the zipper.

A whip turn brought the band 
to face the visitors’ stands. In 
this formation, “Sweet Georgia 
Brown” was played.

With a rear march, the band 
faced the home stands and pre­
sented the popular tune “Bill 
Bailey.” 
kAs m UaditionaI at the last 
home” game, the seniors in the 

band were recognized. The sen-! 
iors are Karen Clary, Ginny Par-! 1 
kerson, Susan Leonard, Susan Cop-1 
page, Albert McLane, Ed Barr, 1 
Bill Wright, Sammy Allen, Sammy 
Webb, Martha Baugh, Adrienne
Spieler, Ted Brinson, and 
Duggar.

After playing the “A Un a 
the band left the field 
the “VHS Fight Song.”

Tommy

Mater/* 
playing

wim®*.?”1^ b,g grin when 1 asked what he thought of the 
Wildcats victory over Richmond Academy’s Musketeers in the 
P of/T „the South G^Sia Class AAA football championship.

sure, Doc,” the mentor said 
in deadly seriousness,, “these 
boys are real scrappers.”

For a quick, right to the 
point description, I don’t think 
the 1960 Wildcats could be 
called anything but scrappers.

They’ve won 11 straight 
games and own two champion­
ships. This coming Friday night 
they will play Avondale for the 
state “AAA” crown. They hav­
en’t traveled an easy road. 
They’ve had to scrap hard all 
the way to make every inch 
of headway.

In the process they’ve 
amazed everyone, including 
their head coach.

When the ’Cats and Muske­
teers came out for pre-game 
warm-ups the pressbox buzzed 
as everyone noted the obvious 
poundage difference between the two.

GLASSMAN
‘Will you look at the size of those Richmond boys,” a scout 

from Avondale said. “There are no short round boys in the bunch. 
They are rangy and really big.”

Then this same guy glanced toward the smaller VHS boys.
“Richmond should take Valdosta without too much trouble, 

but I’d sure like to see it go the other way,” the scout said. “If we 
get lucky and beat North Fulton for the North Georgia champion­
ship (which Avondale did, 13-6) I think we would have a good 
chance against a small team like Valdosta. Richmond would 
flatten us.”

As it turned out the Avondale scout got his wish. But we will 
have to wait and see if the ’Cats victory is really a break for 
Avondale. That issue will be settled in the state championship* 
bout here Friday night.

Richmond may have flexed some big football muscles, but 
they failed to either frighten or flatten the Wildcats. Valdosta’s 
small backs and linemen were pounded hard as they tried to block, 
tackle and ■ run against the college-size Augusta crew. *

Came Through In 'Clutch'
But as the game drew to a close it was the Musketeers who 

were reeling. The Wildcats may have been cuffed around some 
in the early rounds. They went out at the half trailing in all sta­
tistical departments. But in the second half there was never any 
doubt about which was both the better and tougher team. VHS 
made a clean sweep of all honors.

’ ^ In the closing stages of the game when it became evident that 
statistics and not touchdowns might decide the issue, the Wild­
cats knew exactly what they had to do to keep the advantage they 
had gained during a 14-play march that netted three first downs, 
61 yards and a penetration early in the final stanza.

With time running out Richmond was on the move and was 
in danger of pulling ahead in first downs and yards gained. 
The Musketeers had to be stopped. And as they have all sea­
son at crucial times, the 'Cats "did what had to be done."

It was third down and a yard to go for Richmond at the Val­
dosta 43. At the time the teams were even in first downs with 11 
apiece. According to official statistician Erskine Mills, Richmond 
needed to gain only 15 more yards to pull ahead of VHS in that 
department.

But instead of blasting for the first down and trying to keep
moving for the yardage needed, the Musketeers tried a pass. Bill 
Wood was thrown for a nine-yard loss on a great defensive play by 
Bill Myddleton and Bill Schroer. Wood did connect with an eight­
yard pass on the next play, but it was two yards short of a first 
down.

Issue Settled On Playing Field
The Wildcats got possession, fullback Burnice Hiers crashed 

for two yards and then sailed 16 for a first down. Valdosta now had 
more than enough first downs and yardage. They ran out the clock 
and rightfully claimed the victory.

Richmond coach Frank Inman says he got “some bad infor­
mation” concerning the statistics at the time the controversial pass 
play was called. For whatever reason that particular play was 
called, it was Richmond’s undoing. But then it might not have been 
except for VHS* defensive excellence.

It could have been a good call. A less alert team might have 
been expecting Richmond to try a play up the middle for the 
first down and been caught napping by a passing try. More than 
one team has gotten off a long pass at a time when the defense 
is expecting an assault up the middle.

But the Wildcats weren’t fooled. With the presure thick they 
did what had to be done to win.

It was a close ball game between two hard-hitting teams. But 
any way you look at it and any way you review the strategy used 
by either side, Valdosta deserved the triumph. The issue was settled 
by the way the boys played the game. Certainly the Wildcats 
played well enough to win and they can wear their South Georgia 
championship with pride.



aldosta Shaves
LaGrange, 14-13

Smith's Two Extra Points Bring 
Bazemore's Wildcats Tense Victory

By DAVID CLEGHORN
Atlanta Journal Staff Writer 12—Valdosta and La-

LAGRANGE, Ga., Nov. ^’“‘^dav ni^t, Grange staged the game of the year here Fnday g ^ 
and there were so many tears after the class
was hard to tell who won.

Valdosta put on a tremendous 
fourth-quarter surge to win. 14-13, 
before 6.000 nerve-wracked fans, 
but it was the way the Wildcats 
won that left them weeping in the 
aisles and on the field.

Trailing 13-0 as a result of a 
fired-up LaGrange effort, Val­
dosta displayed the spirit of a 
champion and scored two last 
quarter touchdowns to earn a 
perfect 10-0-0 record and the 
1-AAA championship.
Kenny Ruffer started it off for [ 

the Wildcats with a 65-yard punt 
return for a touchdown. To add 
drama to the run. Ruffer dropped 
the ball, kicked it five yards in 
front of him. recovered, and tore 
down the right sideline without 
too much trouble with 8:08 left in 
the game.

* o *
A FEW MINUTES later, destiny 

entered the game for Valdosta. 
LaGrange's Travis Calhoun's punt 
was partially blocked and wob­
bled eight yards to the Granger 22.

On the next play. Wildcat quar­
terback Bruce Bennett tossed a 
screen pass to Bud Hatcher who,

V ALDOST A <14^ ^A GRANGE (13J
Yards Rushing
Yards PassingYardsPenaltzed"

with the assistance of some 
scythe-like blocking and determi­
nation, reached the end zone with 
a bare 1:16 remaining.

Giles Smith kicked his second 
extra point of the night, causing 
one lady in the Valdosta stands to 
pass out and sending the home 
folks into abject misery.

Valdosta Coach Wright Baze­
more was beside himself with 
glee. “That serves them right,” 
he chortled. “We got even with 
that son of a gun for kicking 
that field goal two years ago,” 
he said, referring to Jerry Butt­
rum’s 37-yard field goal which 
beat Valdosta 23-21 in the dying 
moments of their game.
Friday night, Buttram, now a 

senior, missed one of his extra­
point attempts, which was the 
margin between victory and de­
feat in the final outcome.

* For a while, it seemed as if 
that one point wouldn’t be needed 
because LaGrange completely 
dominated the game for the first 
three quarters. Valdosta did not ] 
get past midfield in the first half. I 

Pat Hunnicutt, son of LaGrange 
Coach Oliver Hunnicutt, scored/ 
the first touchdown for the Gran/ 
gers with 5:40 left in the firs/ 
quarter on a one-yard plunge 
The situation was brought about 
when Bubba Darden recovered a 
Valdosta fumble on the Wildcats 
18. |

In the second quarter, Granger! 
center Chuck Nixon intercepted 
one of Bennett’s passes on the 
Valdosta 49 and returned it to the I

Ted Alford and Hunnicutt col-1 
laborated on a 30-yard pass play 

^d Calhoun lunged

VALDOSTA’S KENNY RUFFER TRIES TO GO 
LaGrange Tackler HoldsjDnjto W^

across from the one with a mea­
ger 16 seconds left in the second 
quarter to give LaGrange a 13-0
halftime lead.
Valdosta ..................................... 0 0. 0 14—14
La Grange.............................. 6 7 0 0—13

Valdosta Scoring: TDs—Ruffer (65, punt 
return); Hatcher (22 pass from Bennett). 
PATS—Smith, 2 (kicks).

La Grange Scoring: TDs—Calhoun (1, 
run); Hunnicutt (1, run). PAT—Buttrum 
(kick).
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'Dosta Rips! 
WR, 51-0
Wildcats Extend Victory I 
Streak in One-sided Affair

—Times Staff Photo

Valdosta's Kenny Ruff er Flying Blind
Noel Robbins Trying To Corner Fleet Back

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Timet Sport* Editor 

WARNER ROBINS — It took the Vs 
less than four minutes of playing time to 1 
downs as they started on their way tow ar 
over the Warner Robins Demons here last

KO

'Cats Blast Demons
Continued From Pago Ono 

I bobbles.
Individual rushing figures for 

the backs follows with number 
of carries first and net yards 
gained next:

Zant. 6*7; Ruffer. 2*38: Giles 
Smith. M3; B Bennett. 3*38; 

| Kiers. 4*24; S. Reaves, 3*25; Sir* 
ois Barker. 11*30; Tart. 4*16; Clyo I 

1 Blanton. 4*16; Varnedoe, 6*20;
Hank Lee. 2-2.

Thomas completed three of four! 
passes for 74 yards. Hatcher was j 
on the receiving end o( three 
“pitches” which accounted for a 
total of 78 yards. Smith kicked 
three out of four PAT’s.

Scoring in the game went like 
this:

FIRST PERIOD — The game I 
had just gotten underway when 
Adams recovered a fumble at the 
Robins 30. Three plays later Hiers 
romped 11 yards to score. Just 
seconds later Ruffer went 431 
yards on a punt return which 
carried to the Demons' 36. On 
the next play Bennett went all 
the way to score. Before the 
opening period ended the 'Cats 
covered 55 yards in two plays 
for another TD. Smith sailed 10 
yards to the 36. Ruffer went the 
remaining distance on the next 
try.

SECOND PERIOD — Alter Bill 
Holt intercepted a pass Thomas

[ hit Hatcher with a 30-yard scor­
ing pass, but it was nullified by 

' a penalty. On the next play he 
I tossed one to Reaves for a mark­
er that was allowed to stand. 
This one covered 35 yards. Bill 
Holt intercepted a Robins pass 
and returned it 10 yards to the 
Demons’ 30. Six plays later Zant 
tallied on a one-yard plunge. A 
10-yard run by Blanton and 14- 
yard pass from Thomas to Hatch­
er accounted for most of yard­
age on this march.

THIRD PERIOD — Hatcher re­
covered a fumble and the Wild­
cats moved 45 yards in seven 
plays to paydirt. Tart got the 
TD on a three-yard run. Thomas 
pegged one 29 yards to Hatcher

STATISTICS 
Val. Robins

First Downs „ ;___________ 17 1
Yards Rushing 258 *3
Yards Passing 128 6
Passing „______________—.5-8 2-10
Passes Intc. By 4 0
Fumbles Lost.......................... 1 2
Punting________________ 2-40.1 8-32.3
Penalties -.6-60 1-5

on the key play of this thrust. 
Zant helped the cause with runs 
of 5 and 2 yards. Varnedoe in­
tercepted a pass at the midfield 

j stripe. Three plays later Thomas 
i connected with Hatcher on a 35- 
yard scoring aerial.

FOURTH PERIOD -^.. With 
freshman quarterback Lee at the

throttle, the Wildcats moved 55 
yards to “glory land” in 12 plays. I 
Pearson climaxed the drive with 
a one-yard plunge for the TD. 
Varnedoe produced gains of 
3, 2, 3, 1, 1, 3 and 7 yards while 
Barker ripped for 4, 6, 4, 3, 3, and 
2 during this journey goalward.

Warner Robins, stalled on both 
the ground and in the air, got - 
to the Valdosta 46 in the second 
period and to the 37 in the final 
stanza. That was a close as they 
came to TD territory.

LINEUPS 
Valdosta 

ENDS — Hendley, Blocker, DeLoach, 
Holtzclaw, Colson, R. Harris, C. Harris. 

TACKLES — Myddleton, Prewitte, Rob­
inson, Schroer, Dennis, J. Reaves, Oliver, 
Grondahl, Harnage, Sanders, Hunter, Sch­
roer.

GUARDS — Patterson, R. Bennett,,' 
Wetherington, Tyndall, B. Holt, Adams, I 
Reams.

CENTERS — A. Holt, Norwood, Dasher.
BACKS — Pearson, Zant, Barker, I 

Hatcher, Thomas, Blanton, Varnedoe, 
Hiers, Ruffer, Luke, S. Reaves, Tart, B. 
Bennett, Smith, Lee.

Warner Robins
ENDS — Hill, Gard, Knight, Muha, Per­

ry.
TACKLES — Herrington, J. Stewart, I 

Savage, Lawson, Onsbrud, Sullivan.
GUARDS — Apple, Baugher, Patton, 

Bozeman, Odum.
CENTERS — Joiner, Bowman.
BACKS — McKenzie, Hammond, Me-1 

Connell, Gates, McClure, Baygents, Nix-1 
on, Swann, Robins, Merritt, Lambert, W. 
Stewart.

Score by quarters:
Valdosta . ,20 13 12 6—51 
Warner Robins _____£____ 0 0 0 0—01 
Scoring — TD's Valdosta — Hiers (11 yd., I 
run), B. Bennett (36 yd., run), Ruffer l 
(36 yd., run), S. Reaves (35 yd. pass from | 
Thomas), Zant (1 yd., run), Tart (2 yd., I 
run), Hatcher (35 yd., pass .from'Thom-/ 
as), Pearson (2 yd., run); PAT'S —1 Val-/ 
dosta — Smith, 3, (placements). /

The WHdcotB iccwFld lor four I 
pan interception# and recovered ■ 
two Harner Rotam tumbtes B 
Dutar rcM off two of 
arnaU whiki Jerry V aroedoe and H 
Ml Holt each •**>(****'■ 
(«4«Md Jimmy Adem# end Ko^h I 
er recovered the two Demons w

Certfwwod Oh Fefe t



AAA ROUNDUP

'Dosta Clinches Tie 
I For Regional Crown

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
There’s little definite yet in the 

3AAA Region of Georgia high 
school football—except that there 
will be a new state champion this 
year.

SAMMY

Valdosta assured this Friday 
night by clipping Warner Robins 
51-0 and gaining at least a part 
of the 1AAA title.

Eeven though Albany, the de­
fending 1AAA and state champion, 
defeated Jordan of Columbus 33- 

‘ 0, the Indians are out of the race 
; because of a conference rule.

Valdosta and LaGrange, winner 
। over Columbus 31-6, meet in La- 
| Grange next Friday night. If Val- 
| dosta wins, it will mean a region 
I title and a shot for state honors. 
11 However, if once-beaten LaGrange 
I wins, the Grangers will tie Val- 
| dosta and a play-off game would 
| have to be held.
| Albany and LaGrange are 7-1 
| in conference standings, but Al- 
i bany is 7-2 overall while LaGrange 
I is 8-1 and Valdosta is 9-0. Al- 
I bany’s poorer over-all mark costs 
[ , the Indians any chance for the 
I playoffs.
g Only two of the six region or 
I sub-region titles have been de- 
EI cided and they were determined 
11 before this week. Avondale iced E its 4AAA East title cake with a

25 - 0 shellacking of Druid Hills. 
I South Cobb, 4AAA West cham- 
I pion, edged North Cobb 12-0 in a 

I non-league match.
Northside and Southwest are 

[ I making it a battle to the wire for 
3AAA West honors. Both won Fri- 

! day night, Northside snipping West 
Fulton 14-13 and Southwest Walk­
ing over Brown 33-0. This leaves 
Northside and Southwest dead­
locked for the lead with 5-0 rec­
ords in league play and 8-1 over- 

I all.
I The big game tonight sends un­
beaten and unscored-on North 
Fulton against Grady in a battle 

I for 3AAA East honors. Grady 
i hasn't been beaten in conference 
I play, but is 6-2 overall.

1 The 2AAA title is also in doubt

and probably will remain so un­
til the final week of the cam-pi 
paign.

Richmond Academy, Savannah 
and Benedictine of Savannah are 
still in the running. Richmond has 
a 5-0 league mark and is 8-0 over­
all. Savannah is 5-0 and 6-1-1 while 
Benedictine trails with 5-1 and 6-3. p 

Savannah jolted cross-town riv­
al Jenkins 25 - 13 Friday night. 
Benedictine had whipped Glynn H 
Academy 33-7 Thursday night. I 
Richmond Academy was idle.

Savannah is at Richmond Acad- 
emy next Friday night in a strug- ’ 
gle which could all but determine g 
the title. If Richmond wins, the i 
Musketeers would practically be g 
assured of the title since their 
last game is against punchless! 
Acquinas.

Savannah has a rugged road ■ 
ahead. After the Richmond game1, ■ 
the Blue Jackets must face Bene- 
die tine.

Albany will be remembered this ■ 
year as the team that found it­
self too late.

The Indians dropped their first ■ 
game to Benedictine—a non-con- > 
ference loss which seemed incon- ? 
sequential at the time but now H 
proves the final blow to title ■ 
hopes Later, Albany bowed to 
Valdosta, then started rolling and 
handed LaGrange its lone loss of 
the year.

Quarterback Jerry Gerst was 
the big gun Friday night as Al­
bany took the air route in down- p 
ing Jordan. Gerst missed the first 
two passes he threw, then com­
pleted the next 11. His replace-1 
ment, Rodger Beaver did nearly, 
as well, completing four out of | 
five.

End Mike Lane was the top i 
lineman for Albany.

Here are the other AAA scores:
Athens 21, Southwest DeKalb 6; 1 

Lanier 26, Baker 0; R. E. Lee 26, 
Cross Keys 13; Fulton 13, Smith 

jO; R. L. Osborne 14, G. M. A.
6: Marist 13, Gordon 6; Griffin 47, 

I Cherokee 21: Marietta 19, Decatur 
I 7; Russell 21, Sprayberry $.

GLASSMAN
1 Times Sports Editor 
i I
MM

Only VHS, LaGrange Still 
In Race For 1-AAA Crown

After many weeks of toil and struggle, the race for 
the Region 1-AAA football championship has narrowed 
down to two teams—Valdosta and LaGrange

Coach Wright Bazemore’s Wildcats and coach Oliver Hunnicutt’s 
Grangers could settle the issue when they meet in LaGrange this 
coming Friday night. I’ll explain why I said “could settle the issue.”

If Valdosta gains either a 
tie or victory over LaGrange, 
the Wildcats win become 1-AAA 
champs and move into the 

: South Georgia Class AAA play­
offs against the Region 2-AAA 

I victor.
Should LaGrange beat Val­

dosta, a thought which is cer- 
| tainly not pleasant but must 

be considered, the two will 
have to meet again in a playoff 
that would settle the regional 

I issue.
I Here is the way things 

stand. Valdosta has a 9-0 rec­
ord in all games and an 8-0 

■ regional mark. LaGrange is 
8-1 for the year and 7-1 in loop 

. play. Albany has a similar rec­
ord in both departments.

If the ’Cats tie or win next 
I week they will claim the cham-
I pionship with no strings * ’ 

attached. GLASSMAN
Should Albany win in its windup game with Moultrie and La­

Grange beat Valdosta, there would be a three-way tie. Valdosta, 
LaGrange and Albany would all finish with 8-1 regional marks. ”



wildcats, Imps 
In State Finals

Sale Of Tickets Slated | 
To Begin On Wednesday

More than 200 high schools in Georgia fielded football teams, 
but only eight are still in the running as state championships in four
classifications go on the line this 

Valdosta's Wildcats are in the 
select group of eight survivors. 

. Coach Wright Bazemore's Wild­
cats will go against coach Calvin 
Ramey's Avondale Blue Devils 
here on Friday night in the Class 
AAA state championship show* 
down.

Linup of other games follows:
Class AA — Waycross at 

Gainesville.
Class A — Carrollton vs Dub­

lin, site undetermined.
Class B — Jenkins County at 

Washington-Wilkes.
* * *

week.
state championship fray. All un­
sold reserved tickets will be of­
fered on a first-come-first-serve 
basis after that.

Adult general admission and 
student tickets will also be of­
fered for starting sale, Wednesday 
morning.

Prices are, reserved seat — 
$2.25; adult general admission — 
$1.75; all students — 75 cents.

Class C — Lincolnton vs Dade 
County, site undetermined.

Dublin, winner of the “A** title 
in 1959, is the only defending 
champion in the group.

Other defending champions — | 
Albany, Wayne County, Morgan 
County and Hawkinsville — failed 
to make it to this year's finals.

Valdosta has 
state “A” and 
the past year, 
have their first

claimed both the 
“AA” crowns in 
but the Wildcats 
shot at the Class

ndefeated 'Cats 
ye Ninth Triumph

i AAA championship since moving! 
up to that classification in 1958.] 

Avondale, which was the “AA” 
co-champ in 1958, is a newcomer 
to Class AAA this year. That 
means the Imps are also going 
after their first state title at that 
level. i

The Wildcats moved into the 
finals with a 2-0 ••statistical'* 
victory over Richmond Academy 
in the playoff for the South Geor­
gia “AAA” title.

Avondale turned back North 
Fulton, 13-6, in the North Geor­
gia playoff.

Under a rotation plan, Valdosta

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

It has been said that Coach I 
Wright Bazemore would worry 
about the outcome of the game 
even if his Wildcats were about1 
to play an intra-squad tilt.

The veteran mentor really isn’t 
that bad, but during his man/ 

I years of coaching he’s become a 
firm believer in the adage that 
there are no sure things in foot­
ball.

That's why he is deadly serious 
as he prepares nis undefeated

Wildcat* for this 
with the winless 
Demons.

The ’CM* have

Friday’ 
Warner

an M
for the season and lean

Robins I end

record
__^^ (or the

l-AAA with a 7 0 mark Warner' However. IhMljMjlJ
Kobins has an O7-, chart All <>( barn * ere
their lickings came at the hands *** ***** handed IM DM*
. ♦ league iocs. Th* tie was a OS one-Mdod beta* 
affair with Cass X Perry Warner Rob* bowed Ie

Kegicn

•I've learned the hard
there are no sure thing hi foot* 
ball.’ Bazemore saM “We’ve m

.^ OOM* *<tocta tar to tow

to beat Warner Renin* to keep AR*>. 
our lead in the regional race 
We've got to bea them on the 
playing field, we van t do

vm UG«w ♦H

automatically
team for 
game.

Tickets 
on sale

the

for

became the host 
state championship

the contest will go
here Wednesday morn­

ing at Barnes* Drug Store.

Local fans who purchased 
son reserved seat tickets 
VHS’ home game will have

sea- 
for 

until
noon Thursday to buy reserved
*ickets for their same seats at the

by comparing reco.de ••
The Wildcats are now 

striking distance of the 
championship. However,

M JuM
Valdosta'* ^nag ^ wM Mw 

l < fi oxer Raker tMdir TM*’

«.«hin ”•”• A** ‘WJC

’’•umphs oxer
need a victory over Warner Ra*> ^^W- 
ins this week plus a tie v uh or I An Batemare mM
win over ^Grange ir th* regular I"”* <N* * t
season finale next week to clinch I ^Meau 00 la 
the crown. 1 fas an konvy *****

That battle with the 'danger* * .
at LaGrange figure* a the bi* 
one. LaGrange shares second sm 
in the loop standing? with MKmv 
another team which is still \ery 
much in the race

Bazemore wants his charge ml 
bp ‘ ready’’ for the Granger* but I 
he say* new isn't the time id 
start pointing for th.A one

“We play Warner Robins this I 
week and that's the one we’xe gnt 1 
to he ready for.’’ Bazemore sab 1 
“When the time comes *e wilt 1 
turn our full attention to La 1 
Grange. Now isn't the time hw I 
that.”

I*1 *^RL >e **2 J***** the I

reco.de


Dosta Needs Tie Or Win B
To Clinch Regional Title

Valdosta’s Wildcats will meet the LaGrange Grangers at 
LaGrange on Friday night for only the fifth time, but it will be the 
fourth occasion in which they’ve gotten together with a championship
involved.

The Region 1-AAA title is at 
stake this time. Valdosta, 9-0 for 
the season and 8-0 in league play, 
can clinch the crown with a tie 
or win tomorrow night.

LaGrange, 8-1 in all games and 
7-1 in loop competition, can earn 
a tie and force a playoff if it 
wins.

Coach Wright Bazemore’s Wild­
cats and coach Oliver Hunni­
cutt’s Grangers met in 1952 and 
1953. The state Class A cham­
pionship was at stake on those 
two occasions and VHS triumph­
ed, 30-0 and 48-7.

The next meeting was in 1958. It 
was the Wildcat’s first season of 
Class AAA ball. The Grangers 
won a 23-21 thriller at LaGrange 
that gave them the 1-AAA title. 
They went on to become state 
“AAA” champs.

♦ * *
Last year they met again with 

LaGrange taking a 7-0 win to 
deadlock the series. No champion­
ship issue was involved in this 
one.

However, both sides consider 
those four other games “past 
history.” This is a new season 
and a brand new deal. Tomorrow 
night’s game is being rated a 
toss-up.

Considering the physical condi­
tion of the Valdosta squad and 
the fact that the Grangers will 
have the home field advantage, 
Bazemore is of the opinion that 
the odds should be in favor of 
LaGrange.

The Wildcats have five regulars 
on the injured list. End Bunky 
Henry has been out since early 
in the year with a broken leg. 
Guard Gary Minchew has a dam­
aged knee. While he donned pads 
for practice for the first time 
in several weeks, he’s stiff far 
from able to go at full speed.

Alford is an aerial sharpshoot-1 
er. All of the LaGrange backs ; 
are good pass receivers and 
flankman Mahaffey is a real ’ 
glue-fingered receiver.

Pat Hunnicutt, son of the La­
Grange grid boss, Calhoun, But­
trum and Knight are all talented 
runners.

Calhoun is also a punting spe­
cialist. He has a knack for boom­
ing high ones, the kind that are 
the easiest to cover. He and the 
Wildcats’ Giles Smith could stage 
a kicking duel that might have 
a lot to do with the outcome. 
Smith has averaged over 38 yards 
per try on 22 punts this season.

The Wildcats’ attack has fea­
tured a swift-moving running 
game this season. They’ve passed 
relatively little.

Prominent members of the Go- 
team backfield are Smith, quar­
terback Bruce Bennett, halfback 
Kenny Ruffer and fullback Burn­
ice Hiers.

Bennett shares the 1-AAA scor-1 
ing lead with Willingham’s Joel 
Dickens and is the loop’s sixth 
leading rusher.

The Wildcats also have a re­
putation for defensive toughness. 
They’ve allowed only four touch­
downs in nine games and have I 
blanked the last five teams 
they’ve met.

Beside the offensive backfield 
foursome and the five injured I 
regulars, others who have seen I 
front-line action are ends Billy 
Blocker, Charlie Harris, Bill 
Holtzclaw and Wally Colson tack-- 
les Bobby Grondahl, Billy Myd- 
dleton and Bill Schroer; guards 
Ray Bennett and Jimmy Adams, 
centers Allen Holt and Foy Nor* 
wood, and backs Tommy TartS 
Rick Thomas, Bud Hatcher and 
Clyo Blanton.

The latest casualties are 
guard Frank Wetherington (hand) 1 
and linebackers Stan Reaves 
(shoulder) and Butch Luke (el­
bow). Henry definitely won’t 
play, the other four are “very, 
very doubtful.”

Valdosta, which depends heavi­
ly on sophomores, will be meet­
ing a veteran crew at LaGrange.

The Granger regulars include 
ends Don Warlick (142, jr.), 
Jim McClendon (160, sr.) and 
Randy Mahaffey (165, soph.), 
tackles Harris Bagley (183, sr.) 
and Joel Darden (193, sr.), 
guards Ronnie Lanier (150, sr.) 
and Bob Albright (188, sr.), cen­
ters Danny Daniels (155, sr.) and 
Lloyd Cummings (165, jr.), quart- 
erback Ted Alford (145, sr.), I 
halfback Travis Calhoun (175, | 
sr.), Pat Hunnicutt (155, sr.) and 
Bob Taylor (140, jr.) and full­
backs Jerry Butrum (178, sr.) 
and Charles Knight (165, sr.).

LaGrange is rated as a well . 
balanced team with a tough de- • 
fense, a sharp passing attack 
and a strong running game. It is ; 
classified as “superior” in the I 
team speed department. Like all ( 
of the many teams turned out by 1 
Hunnicutt, it is an alert, “hard- 
nnse’’ outfit.

GLASSMAN
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta-LaGrange Game 
In Football Spotlight

Now that the presidential election is over folks in 
his neck of the woods can turn their full attention to 
he question of which team is going to be the victor 

when Valdosta meets LaGrange at LaGrange on Friday 
light.

The truth of the matter is that some of the more ardent foot­
pall fans here have thought of virtually nothing but the impending 
Hash between the Wildcats and Grangers — with only token con­
cern about the race between Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Nixon. I’m 
kidding, of course.

However, football fever is 
running high and with a cham­
pionship riding on the outcome 
that is to be expected.

Valdosta has a 9-0 record 
for the season and leads the 

I Region 1-AAA standings with 
an 8-0 mark. LaGrange is 8-1 
for the year and 7-1 in loop 
play.

This is the Wildcats’ third 
season in 1-AAA. They have a 
chance to nail down the cham­
pionship for the first time.

Actually, the Wildcats can 
clinch the championship if they 
and the Grangers battle to a 

I tie. But you can’t really plan 
on a game ending in a dead­
lock. Ties just happen.

Coach Wright Bazemore 
and his charges aren’t think­
ing of a tie. They’ve set their
sights on a victory. Coach GLASSMAN
Oliver Hunnicutt’s Grangers are Just as determined to gain a 
triumph.

LaGrange is in the position of having to beat Valdosta twice to 
gain the regional race. Should the Grangers win this week it would 
knot the final regular season’s standings arid result in the ’Cats 

I and Grangers meeting again in a playoff.
“Right now we aren’t thinking about a tie or the fact we might 

have to face LaGrange again in a playoff,” Bazemore said. “We 
I have our full attention on this game. But all of the coaches and 

all of our boys realize what a tough assignment we have.”



Valdosta HHB , a
Demons Off Field

Hie*, Bennett, Ruffer, Zant, Reaves, 
Hatch Score TDs in 51-0 Romp

sp.ci.i *0 Th. A”‘"r “rro0n’i^ took the yal-

here Friday night- J
Coach Wright Bazemore used 

reserves most of the way as the 
'Cats rolled to their “nthJ^1 
triumph of the season and boost­
ed their Region 1-AAA recor „ 
8-0 They pace the circuit. The 
defeat left the Demons with an 
0-8-1 record.

The Wildcats began sending
In substitutes in the opening 
period. Before it was oyer 
every able bodied man on the 
gonad bad seen action.

Valdosta piled up 258 yards rush-1 
Ing and 128 passing. The Demons 
ended up with minus three yards 
rushing and only six passing. 
Warner Robins never got closer 
to paydirt than the Valdosta 37.

Nine backs figured in the scor­
ing of VHS’ eight touchdowns.

the yardstick 
VALDOSTA (51) _ ROBINS Wv ruM Downs 1

Yards Rushing 
Yards Passins 

Penalties

3

I Scoring on runs were Burnice | 
Hiers, 11 yards; Bruce Bennett, 
36 yards; Kenny Ruffer, 36 
yards; Walter Zant, 1 yard; Tom- 
my Tart, 2 yards and Wayne

M Pearson, 2 yards: 
♦ * ♦

RICK THOMAS passed for the 
other two markers. Each payoff 
pitch came on plays that covered 
35 yards. Stan Reaves caught one 
and Bud Hatcher the other.

Two more Valdosta tallies, one 
on a 29-yard run by Bennett and 
another on a 30-yard pass from 
Thomas’ to Hatcher, were nulli­
fied by penalties.

There were many heroes in the ] 
line. The standouts include, 
guards Christie Patterson and 
Bill Holt, tackles Randy Hunter 
and Jimmy Robinson, end Danny 
Hendley and center Bobby Dash- 
er-The wildcats accounted for four 
pass interceptions and recover­
ed two Warner Robins fumbles.

I Dasher picked off two of. the 
aerials while Jerry Varnedoe and 
Bill Holt each snagged one. 
Guard Jimmy Adams and Hatch­
er recovered the two Demons’ 

H bobbles.
Valdosta ....................20 13 12 6-51

B (36, run), Ruffer (36. ™n).
Reaves (35. Pass from Thomas), Zant 

(1, run), Tart (2, run), Hatcher (35, 
pass from Thomas), Pearson (2. ruu); 
PATs: Valdosta—Smith 3 (placements). ’ i



’Cats, Grangers 
Tangle Tonight 
Valdosta Going After
Perfect Season, Crown

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

ReJon’t a2 WhldCatS 1° ^ two desirable footbaU Plum^the 
Kegion 1-AAA championship and a perfect season—when they meet 
wS .^ wSS±? LaGranSe Grangers at LaGrange tonight.
While coach Wright Bazemore’s 

Wildcats have won many titles 
and had more than just a few 
unbeaten and united seasons, this 
is the first time they have a 
chance to reach either of those 
objectives since assuming Class 
AAA status in 1958.

VHSFlankmen Ready for Game at LaGrange '""'"'
Blocker, Colson, Hortzclaw, Harris Key Men **

During thier first year of cam­
paigning at the “AAA” level, the 
‘Cats were 6-3-1. Last fall they 
had a 5-5 mark.

Their major objective at the 
start of the current campaign was 
to improve on their 1959 record- 
But with a nine-game victory 
streak going, including eight 
straight league wins, they’ve now 
elevated their sights.

Actually, VHS can clinch the 
1-AAA crown if they tie with the 
Grangers. But football deadlocks 
just happen there’s no such thing 
as planning for a tie.

If the Grangers win, and they 
are rated an even chance of doing 
just that, the two will have to 
meet again in a playoff for the 
crown.

The Grangers have licked the 
Wildcats in their last two tries. 
LaGrange won over Valdosta, 
23-21, in 1958, and triumphed by a 
7-0 count last fall.

LaGrange has an impressive 
8-1 record in all games this year 
and a glittering 7’1 loop mark.

Both the Wildcats and Grangers 
have defeated Baker, Jordan, 
Lanier, Columbus, Moultrie, Wil­
lingham and Warner Robins. La­
Grange can also boast of a vic­
tory over Lanett, Ala., while VHS 
downed Class AA Thomasville.

Their action against Albany 
produced the differences in the 
records- Valdosta edged Albany, 
7-0- Albany, in turn, edged La­
Grange, 6-0. Both games were the 
kind that could have gone either

and running game. Quarterback! 
Ted Alford is sharp-shooting I 
“pitcher.” The ground troops are 
led by halfbacks Travis Calhoun 
and Pat Hunnicutt and fullbacks 
Jerry Buttrum and Charles 
Knight.

Smith and Calhoun rank with 
the best punters in the region, 
giving each side a kicker with 
exceptional ability.

The Grangers do rate the edge 
on three counts. First, they will 
have the home field advantage. 
Second, they have a senior dom­
inated team giving, them an ad­
vantage in experience over the 
sophomorish Wildcats. Third, Val­
dosta is in its worst physical peak 
of the year.

Beside end Bunky Henry, who 
has been out since the second 
game of the season with a broken 
leg, three other regulars are 
certain to miss the tilt. Guard 
Frank Wetherington has a dam-
aged 
Luke 
jury­
keep

hand- Linebacker Butch 
is out with an elbow in­
An injured shoulder will

linebacker Stan Reaves on
the sideline.

Guard Gary Minchew, who has 
been hobbled with a knee ailment 
since mid-season, has rejoined the 
fold. While he has taken part in 
drills this week, he's still unable 
to go full speed. He may or may 
not play tonight.

way.
The Wildcats and Grangers are 

similar on several counts. They 
are a fairly -even match in size, 
with LaGrange owning a pound­
age edge in the backfield.

Both are noted for their speed 
and for their defensive toughness.

A swift moving ground attack 
is the Wildcats’ strong suit on 
offense- The leaders are quarter­
back Bruce Bennett, halfbacks! 
Giles Smith and Kenny Ruffer 
and fullback Burnice .Hiers. |

The Grangers offer a balanced 
\attack, with both a strong aerial
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Lanier Turns Back Cook
। In Second Night Feature

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

HAHIRA — Eight survivors of an original field of 16 go at it 
in the semi-finals of the Hahira Christmas Invitational Basketball 

| tournament here tonight.
| At stake in the pair of girls 
land boys contests are berths in 
(Friday’s championship round.
I First round action was com- 

I pleted last night with Lanier

Cook County staged a hard-fought
scoring duel that 
screaming all the 

During the first
changed hands 13

had the 
way.
half the

times
I County beating Cook County, 67- Lanier County gained a
159, and Lowndes County turning edge at the mid-way point.

fans

lead 
until 
31-27

The Bulldogs were never be­
hind after that, but the Hornets 
kept the pressure on all the way.

Early in the final stanza Lanier 
was ahead by 16 points and look­
ed like it might have clear sail- 

I final round games is as follows: I ing.
Valdosta vs Nicholls (girls), I But Cook rallied, sliced the lead 

15:30 p. m.; Valdosta vs Lowndes I to six points and it was a real

j back Nicholls. 61-32, in the boys 
I division while Coffee County 
I trimmed Lowndes County 41-37, 
land Nicholls edged Hahira, 50-47, 
jin the girls section.
I The schedule for tonight’s semi-

County ।boys’, 6:45 p. m.; Cof- contest again. The Bulldogs, play-
|fee County vs Cook County 

I (girls), 8 p. m.; Lanier County 
vs Hahira (boys), 9:15 p. m.

The Valdosta Wildcats and Kit­
tens, Hahira’s Tigers and the 

I Cook County girls earned berths 
> in the semi-finals with victories 

on Tuesday
3* Valdosta girls and Hahira 

boys are i defending champions.
• For the second night in a row 
W totrney drew an overflow i
crowd of more than 1,000. With 
the tournament getting down to
the crucial 
turnout is

All four 
promise of

stage, an even larger 
expected tonight.

Ing steady 
mained on 
victory.

John Bass

under pressure, re­
top and gained the

gunned in 26 points
and Bill Exum hit for 23 to set 
the scoring pace for the Bulldogs. 
Bass connected with deadly ac­
curacy from long range, while I 
Exum got most of his on drives 
under the basket. Exum was I 
Lanier's leader in the “battle of] 
the boards.”

James Davis clicked for 25 
points and Jim Scruggs got 15.to 
keep the Hornets’ attack in high 
gear. Avery Sumner helped the

games tonight offer Cook cause with 11 markers and
being good ones, but

the two boys tilts are in the spot­
light

Coach Bill Kittrell’s Valdosta 
Wildcats and coach Carlton 
Adams’ Lowndes County Golden:

did the big rebounding job 
the quintet from Adel.

BOYS
Lowndes Co. 
Nicholls __

—11 29
— 5 17

50
22

LOWNDES COUNTY (61)

for

61
32

Eagles are cross-town rivals. In Eason 24, VanVlake 16, Walden 
a regular season affair LOHI 11, Goodson 4, Cowart, Pike,
beat the ‘Cats, 53-49, in a 
duel.

Coach Jack Jarrard’s 
Tigers and coach Billy

see-saw

Hahira 
Pafford

Newham 2, Price 2, Anderson, 
Green 2, England.

NICHOLLS (32) — Morgan 16, 
Street 1, Tanner 1. Johnson, W.

Lanier County Buldogs have al-; Street 7, Wilcox, Heaton, Carter 
so tangled once before this sea- 2, Nipper 2, Kirkland 2, Melvin.
son. The Tigers came out as 88- Lanier Co.
82 victors to hand the 
from Lakeland its only 
in 11 outings.

I Action in last night’s 
(went like this:

quintet Cook Co. 
setback

16 31 53 67
—16 27 40 59

games

COFFEE 4Ir LOHI GIRLS 37 
1 Coach Bill Meeks’ Coffee Coun- 
rty Comets used a torrid third 
(quarter to gain its triumph over 
Lcoach Noel George's Lowndes 
(County girls.
J It was a see-saw affair during 
[the early going. LOHI went out

LANIER COUNTY (67) — Bass 
26, Bentley 11, Exum 23, Hough 
2, Murray 3, Smith 1, Fender 1, 
Shaw.

COOK COUNTY (59) — Byrd
2, Sumner 11, Scruggs 
25, O'Quinn 4, Fulp.

GIRLS
Coffee Co. - ---------- 7
Lowndes Co.6 

COFFEE COUNTY

17, Davis

13 29 41
15 20 37
(41) —

I at the half with a 15-13 lead. But Smith 13, McNeal 14, McKinnon, 
(Coffee outscored LOHI, 16-5, in Cooper 1, Simmons 13, Cross, 
j the third stanza to build up a Lancaster, Cole, Johnson, Worth, 
mine point lead. Paulk.
I Lowndes got within four points LOWNDES COUNTY (37) — 
Muring the final stanza, but could Jones 5, Allen 19, Copeland 13,
j come no closer. I Trammell, McLane, Starling, Dun-
IMary McNeal, with 14 points. I can, Hersey.

nd Marilyn Smith and Sybil Nicholls „12 22 39 50
immons, with 13 each, paced Hahira _________12 27 36 47
le Coffee attack. Top scorers NICHOLLS (50) — Sullivan 2£f
V LOHI were Linda Allen, 19, Spell 12, L. Rowell 7, Kirkland *
id Connie Copeland. 13.
AGLES 6b REDSKINS 32 Pearson. Meeks.

2. Barnes, M. Rowell, Gillard,

Lowndes County’s Golden HAHIRA (47) — L. Stalvey 22,
Cagles mixed a smooth working Layton 19, Bradford 6, Coppage, 
Hack with a rugged defense to McNeese, Clyatt, M. Stalvey.

5 Bain its onesided triumph or 
| c-Boach James Moore’s Nicho 
o *2 Bakins. \
“ c |The Eagles jumped off to a 

^^ •^ w®r® Qever headed
£ after that. LOHI had a 12-point) 
V~:Hd at the half and quickly set- / 
g -Splfd the issue by going ahead by / 
| E 7 early in the third stanza.
~ Bobby Eason gunned in 24 
? — tints and picked off 12 rebounds 
K 3 > lead the Eagles in both de- 

ertments. Calvin CanVlake was 
o •£ ext in the scoring department!
> 16 points and Vai Walden!
* dose behind with 11.
* c Jerry Goodson got nine re-1 
g poinds and Walden eight to help 
S eason in that department.
1 x Ravyond Morgan, who hit well

PREP STARS OF THE\ WEEK

VALDOSTA, GREER
By TOM STODDARD

Coach Wright Bazemore’s Val- 
dosta Wildcats and Bob Greer 
of Southwest were named team 
and coach of the week by the 
Constitution after title-winning 
performances on Thursday and 
Friday night.

Valdosta, trailing LaGrange 13-0 
at the half, rode the passes of 
Bruce Bennett to a final-seconds 
14-13 win, bringing with it the 

l-III title. For Valdosta, which 
noved up from a lower bracket 
our years ago, it was the first, 
’egion title. -A

win accolades!
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VHS Tackles Go Full Speed As Tilt With LaGrange Draws Near
Grondahl, Robinson, Prewitte, Schroer, Myddleton, Reaves “Charge”

VHS At LaGrange

Thompson.Staff Photo—Darrell Thompson
^ v ^^ CARRY COACH WRIGHT BAZEMORE OFF FIELD AFTER VICTORI 
c 'aldosta Clinches 1-AAA Football Championship With 7-6 Win Over LaGrange

MB



ie 2—Valdosta Times

bituaries
MCKINLEY EDWARDS

/ McKinley Edwards, 64-year-old i 
uncle of H. B. Edwards Jr. and
Jesse T. Edwards of Valdosta, 
died at his home in Bryson City, 
N. C.. Friday.

’ Edwards was a lawyer and 
was a former state representa­
tive from Swain County, N. C.

Funeral services will be held 
at 2 p. m. Sunday at Bryson 
City.

■ E. T. PARKER
Edward T. Parker, 65. died this 

morning at Pineview General.
He was born in Macon but 

lived in Remerton for the past 
years. He was a member of 
Remerton Methodist Church. 

■Survivors include his wife, five 
■lughters, Mrs. Hazel Anchors of 

Diego, . Calif., Mrs. J. L.
• ' Bion, Mrs. K. E. Williams of 

Mrs. Celia Shephard, and 
s. L. E. Paulk of Jacksonville, 
. four sons, H. V. Parker of 
Ittanooga, Tenn., J. B. Parker 

few -York, N. Y., G. W. Park- 
and J. E. Parker of Savan- 
. Grandchildren and one great 

andchild also survive. Three 
•others, W. R. Parker of Remer- 
i, J. H. Parker and Harry 
irker of Macon, a sister, Mrs.

, Sat., Nov.

-Will Keep
Continued From Page 1 

the same time the proposal would 
She formerly was married to 
James Dougherty, a Los Angeles 
policeman, and to Joe DiMaggio, 
the former baseball star. Mil-
ler’s first wife was the former 

| Mary Grace Slattery.
I allow local authorities -to set the 
I salaries, he said.

A bill to eliminate the fee sys­
tem died last year amid com­
plaints some county governments 
could not pay the minimum $7,- 
500 salary recommended for
sheriffs.

At a Way cross forum Friday 
night, Sanders had a suggestion 
as to how Georgia might get more 
out of its school teachers.

The senator said perhaps a solu­
tion to crowded schools and un­
derpaid teachers might be a rota­
tion of school terms to keep the 

i schools open all year.
All pupils would be assured of 

their usual three months of vaca­
tion, he said, but the off-periods 
would be different for various 
groups!. Teachers would work all 
year instead of nine months and 
the state would pay them propor­
tionately.

Twitty told the Waycross group 
he believes there may be legisla­
tion in January to lay down 

‘ ground rules for independents who 
want to run in General Elections. 
He said the proposed bill probably 
would prevent the situation where 
a candidate beat an opponent in
the Democratic primary and then 
had to face him again the General
Election.

—Viet Nam
Continued From Page 1 

failed to obey the right cause,” 
he said. “I therefore, gave orders 
to the Vietnamese armed forces 
to settle the matter with them.” 

The armed forces fulfilled their 
duty, he added, and the insur­
gents will be punished. He paid 
tribute to “those courageous com­
batants who died for the right 
cause.”

The city had awakened to the 
sounds of gunfire.

- Within 45 minutes pro-Diem 
broadcasts began coming from 
the radio station that had been 
in the hands of rebel paratroop­
ers.

By afternoon the situation in 
the city was becoming calm 
again.

* * *
But a full assessment of the 

consequences of the apparently 
short-loved insurrenction was not 
possible.

Large crowds of demonstrators 
and various political groups sup­
ported the insurgents during the 
uprising Friday.

Tryong Vinh Le, speaker of the 
[ pro-Diem national assembly, went 
on the air today and accused the 
insurgents of complicity with 
Communists and demanded that 

I they be denounced and publicly 
, punished.
I The leaders of the revolt said 
| they acted to overthrow Diem’s 

“f am i 1 y dictatorship” and to
I strengthen the nation against 
Communist infiltration from 
North Viet Nam. Most of them 
have been labeled pro-Western in 
their sympathies.

* * *
The counterattacking army, 

navy and armored units, styling 
themselves the “liberation 
forces” broadcast that they re­
captured the radio station, police 
and security headquarters and 
other key positions in the first 45
minutes.

Hero of Greece 
Enters Politics

1 ATHENS, Greece (AP) — Gen. 
George Grivas, hero of the under­
ground struggle that brought in­
dependence to Cyprus, has en­
tered politics in Greece. He says 

‘he wants “to create an honest

Wildcat Billy Holtzclaw Nails Unidentified Granger
Valdosta Quarterback Bruce Bennett Closes In To Help Teammate with Tackle

Cats Claw In Clutch
Continued from Page 1 

ing time remaining when Smith 
kicked the extra point that pro­
vided the Valdosta’s margin of 
victory.

The LaGrange fans, a crowd of 
7,000, at beautiful Callaway Sta­
dium, were stunned. Many head-
ed for the exit gates still trying 
to figure out how it happened.

STATISTICS
Valdosta LaGrange 

First Downs________________ 6 4
Yards Rushing ___________ .__ 92 36
Yards Passing 21 75
Passes ........    1-9 6-8
Passes Intercepted 0 1
Fumbles Lost _.._____— .. 1 0
Punting 6-29.4 10.28.8
Penalties ___J______ 3-35 3-25

Valdosta’s large delegation at 
the game poured onto the field 
and went more than slightly 
wild.

Bazemore, who has seen his 
team win many close ones, call­
ed it a “great finish by a great 
group of boys.”

Burly line coach, Bill Kittrell 
wept tears of joy.

“Every boy who played did his 
part,” Bazemore said.

Beside Ruffer, Bennett, Hatch­
er, and Smith the honor roll in­

CHAMPS BY TOE

I eludes Walter Zant, Clyo Blanton, 
Billy Blocker, Burnice Hiers, 
Stan Reaves, Tommy Tart, Bill 
Holtzclaw, Gary Minchew, Bill 
Myddleton, Skipper Prewitte, 
Ray Bennett, Charlie Harris, Bill 
Schroer, Alan Holt, Foy Norwood, 
Gerry Reaves, and Jimmy
Adams.

It was all LaGrange in the 
first half. Besides their two scor­
ing efforts the Grangers threw 
up a defense which kept the 
Wildcats on their side of the mid­
field stripe.

In the second half it was VHS. 
The Wildcats had a thrust early 
in the third period halted by a 
penalty at the 20-yard line. At 
that time it looked like they had 
been dealt a crippling body blow.

However, they were only stag­
gered, not knocked down. They 
took everything the Grangers 
threw at them for three periods 
then unleashed their own knock­
out punch.

Although trailing most of the 
way and battling to overcome 
many bad breaks, the Wildcats 
never lost their poise or the de­
sire to carry “the fight” to La- 
^ ★ ^

Grange.
The Grangers struck for a 

touchdown with unexpected swift­
ness in the first period. On Val­
dosta’s first play from scrim­
mage, the Wildcats fumbled and 
tackle Joel Barden claimed it for 
the Grangers at the VHS 15.

Valdosta bowed its back and 
shoved LaGrange out to the 25. 
Then quarterback Ted Alford hit. 
end Jim McClendon with passes 
good for 11 and 9 yards. Three 
plays later halfback Pat Hunni­
cutt scored from the one. Full­
back Jerry Buttrum’s PAT boot 
was wide and as it turned out 
the Grangers lost the ball game 
right then and there.

However, it didn’t look like an 
extra point was going to figure 
in things when center Chuck 
Nixon intercepted a Valdosta 
pass as the close of the second 
quarter drew near.

He went 13 yards with the 
“theft” to the Valdosta 37. On 
the next play, Alford passed one 
to Hunnicutt which covered 31 
yards and carried to the five. 
Three plays later Travis Calhoun 
plunged one yard for the Grang­
ers second tally. Buttrum’s place­
ment was good this time.

4 The Granger’s didn’t know it at 
he time but they had had their 
wng and it was Valdosta’s turn 
to bat.

The Wildcats made their ground 
attack move well in the third 
stanza. In the fourth period they 
cracked the vaunted Granger de­
fense down the middle. When 
Bennett threw the TD strike to
Hatcher it was the first time in 
nine tries he had been able to 
connect.

Valdosta finished with only 92 
yards rushing, but the Grangers 
got only 39. The defensive play 
was furious all the way.

Individual rushing figures for I 
the Wildcats were Bennett, 13-37; 
Hiers, 10-27; Ruffer, 7-27; Smith,
3-7. Ruffer’s punt return, Ben­
nett’s to Hatcher pass and 
Smith’s accurate toe work, plus 
a rock-ribbed second half de­
fense, were the weapons the Wild­
cats used to win.

Score by quarters:
Valdosta ___ 0 0 0 14 14
LaGrange _.._.. 6 7 0 0 13

Scoring TD’s— Valdosta-Ruf- 
fer (60 yards punt return), Hatch­
er, (22-yard dash from Bennett); 
LaGrange, Hunnicutt, (one yard 
rush); Calhoun (1 yard run);
PAT’s Valdosta, Smith 2 (place­
ment); LaGrange, Buttrum 1,

—Times Staff Photos

Leggo or I'll Bop You with This Ball!
Granger Chuck Nixon Gets Ankle Hold on Dancing Quarterback Bennett

DAUGH
TD'S IN

By JACK POLLOCK 
Times Sports Correspondent 

QUITMAN — Fullback Howa 
Daughtry powered his way f 
225 yards rushing and scored foi

STATISTICS
Brooks Centr 

First Downs —____17 ’
Yards Rushing 329 8.
Yards Passing!36 7
Passes  2-8
P>««O« ,„♦,...».-..•»--» - '



VHS Plays
South Georgia Grid Title 
Up For Grabs At Augusta

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

ond Frid
9

Valdosta’s Wildcats and Richmond Academy’s Musketeers, a
pair of unbeaten football titans, will battle it out for the South Georgia 
Class AAA grid crown at Augusta on Friday night.

Harris, Walter Zant, Tommy 
Tart, Bruce Bennett, Kenny Ruf- 
fer, Giles Smith and Burnice 
Hiers.

Valdosta, the 1-AAA champ, and 
Richmond, the 2-AAA titleholder, 
will carrying matching 10-0 re­
cords into the game.

This will be the first meeting 
of football teams from the two 
schools.

Richmond made a bid for the 
South Georgia crown last year, 
but was beaten by Albany, 14-7.

* * *
This is Valdosta’s first shot at 

the important championship since 
moving up to the “AAA” ranks 
in 1958.. The Wildcats have ruled 
as state champions in both Class 
A and Class AA.

Richmond, top-ranked in the 
state and with a poundage edge 
and the home field advantage, 
has been pegged as a one to two 
touchdown favorite.

However, the young, but en­
thusiastic VHS crew upset the 
pre-season form chart, by win­
ning 10 in a row during regular 
Reason play to claim the 1-AAA 
title. Their ambition now is to 
'pull a . major surprise and beat 
the Musketeers.
I * * *

As is the usual custom for play­
off games a statistical formula 
will be applied to break a dead­
lock in the event Valdosta and 
Richmond tie.

If the Wildcats and Musketeers 
finish even, the team with the 
most penetrations inside the oth- 

: er’s 20 yard line will get a point, 
I the one with the most first downs 
। will get a point and the one with 
the most yards gained rushing 
and passing will get a point.

Tomorrow night’s winner will 
claim a berth in the state finals 
against the North Georgia “AAA” 
champ. Avondale and North 
Fulton will meet to decide that 
issue on Friday.

Valdosta will be close to full 
strength for the “battle”' at Au­
gusta. Guard Frank Wethering­
ton and linebacker Butch Luke, 
who missed the game with La 
Grange two weeks ago, have re­
joined the fold and are expected 
to play against the Musketeers.

♦ * *

The Wildcats had an open date 
last Friday while they waited 
for the 2 AAA race to end. They 
used the extra time preparing for 
the playoff fray and resting their

, injured.
“We are in pretty good physical 

shape,” VHS grid boss Wright 
Bazemore said. “However a team 
can lose it’s sharp playing edge 
during a long layoff like we’ve 
had. We will just have to wait 
and see if the week off helped
or hurt us.”

Beside Wetherington and Luke, 
those likely to see action for Val­
dosta are Bill Blocker, Bill Holtz- 
claw. Bill Schroer, Bill Myddletnn, 
JiWiy Adams, Ray Bennett, Al^ 
led •■ Hot. Foy Norwood, Charlii

* * *
Bazemore has used a modified 

two-platoon system throughout 
the season, so he may employ 
even more “troops” than those 
listed.

Rich m o nd’s regulars in­
clude ends Glenn Gray (180, jr.), 
John Perrow (165, sr.) and John­
ny McCarthy (160, sr.), tackles 
Lee Lucky (180, sr.) and Bill 
Neighbors (215, jr.), guards Jim 
Carroll (165, jr.), Oliver Brown 
(175, jr.) and Donnie Williams 
(180, sr.), centers Paul McNeal 
(190, jr.) and Randy Smith (185, 
jr.), quarterbacks Billy Wood 
(170, sr.) and Jim Neuhaus (170, 
jr.), halfbacks Forrest Inglett 
(185, jr.) and Grady Luckey 
(170, sr.) and fullback Buddy 
Robinson (205, sr.).

Each team will have an All­
State selectee in the backfield. 
Richmond’s Robinson and Val­
dosta’s Bruce Bennett were pick­
ed for those honors by the As­
sociated Press this week.

* * *
The Wildcats built their spot­

less record by defeating Baker, 
Thomasville, Jordan, Lanier, Al-1 
bany, Columbus, Moultrie, Wil­
lingham, Warner Robins and ■ 
LaGrange.

Richmond has rolled past Co­
lumbia, S. C.; North Augusta, 
S. C.; Glynn Academy, River­
side, Groves, Coffee County, Bene­
dictine, Jenkins, Savannah and 
Aquinas.

Richmond has not had a close 
call this season. The Musketeers 
won all their games by at least a 
two-touchdown margin.

Valdosta had to go all-out for a 
7-0 win over Albany and had to 
rally for a pair of TD’s in the 
final eight minutes of the game 
to get by LaGrange, 14-13.



Valdosta Will Seek Crown Tonight
By BOB PRICE (divisions, respectively. Waycross

journeys to Atlanta for a joust bora, 215, 
Valdosta’s youthful and surpris- with Westminister while Patterson at tackles, 

tag Wildcats will attempt to add gravels to Millen for a date with 
the South Georgia AAA champion- Jenkins County.
ship to their 1960 laurels tonight' Valdosta, once the scourge of

Times-Union Sports Writer
180, at the ends; Buddy Neigh-; Last week’s predicting record— 
bora, 215, and Ed Leggett, 205, 'four right, one wrong; season rec-

Augusta’s backs are also on the 
large size with Jim Robinson, a
215-pound fullback, Paul Inglett.

in a test against big and expert- i the AA ranks, will be making its J85, and Jimmy Luckie, 175, the 
enced Richmond Academy on the f^t bid for a South Georgia title club’s leading scorers.
Augusta team’s home field. ! since hitting the AAA fold.

Mena while, Waycross and Pat- . Even Coach Surprised
terson Will be shooting for South' This season was labeled as
Georgia crowns in AA and B “rebuilding” one for Valdosta.™0^

the Wildcats are loaded with staf^g offensive and defensive 
(sophomores and freshmen. How- units- Leading the Wildcats scor­
ever, even wily Wright Bazemore, I punch will be Bruce Bennett 
Who Is in his 21st season as Vai-1and Ken Ruffer with Giles Smith 
dosta’s head coach, was surprised and Bernie Hiers holding down 
when the Wildcats moved through ^ ^ ba-ok spots.

Top Threats
Valdosta will send out 13 sopho-

10 regular season opponents with- Up front center Alan Holt, end 
out a blemish. Billy Blocker and guards Ray

Richmond, because of its size Bennett and Jimmy Adams carry 
and experience, whould enter the the big load.
showdown battle a slight favorite, 
but the Wildcats were tagged the 
underdogs in at least three 1-AAA 
battles and came out on top each 
time.

The Augusta eleven will out­
weigh Valdosta’s club around 15 
pounds per man and the hefties 
jnclude Don Gray, 220, Pete Gray,

the big load.

VALDOSTA INCREASES
FOOTBALL DRILL PACE

It will be the first meeting be­
tween Richmond and Valdosta, a 
school which wrapped up four AA । 
state championships before Join­
ing the AAA division.

Waycross, with Its first AA Re­
gion title salted away, takes aim 
on the state crown and its first 
hurdle will be Westminster. While! 
this game is billed as the South’ 
Georgia championship affair, it is 
misnamed since Westminster is 
in the northern section. This is 
due to the fact that three of the 
four AA regions are In the north 
and 2-AA is the closest to the 
south region.

Hunt Fabulous

ord-172 right; 38 wrong.

I Valdosta’s Wildcats h a v e ‘Cats followed a slowed-down over Columbia, S. C.;
' started serious work for a Fri­
day night football meeting with; 
the Richmond Academy Musk* I 
eteers at Augusta.

Coach Wright Bazemore’s Wild-

drill program. But it will be full
North

Coach Earl O’Neal’s outfit is 
led by fabulous Marvin Hurst, a 
hard-running halfback who led all 
l-AA scorers, and stylish Darrell 
Page, a nifty ball-handler and 
aerial artist.

Patterson, still shaking from its 
narrow 2-1 penetration victory last 
Friday, runs into another strong

speed 
during 
before

Both
cats, the Region 1-AAA champs,; are unbeaten.

ahead for the Wildcats 
the four days remaining 
the championship battle. 
Valdosta and “Richmond

Augusta, S. C.; Glynn Academy, 
Riverside, Groves, Coffee County. 
Benedictine, Jenkins, Savannah 
and Aquinas.

defensive aggregation in 
County.

However, followers of 
1-B doubt if the Eagles

Jenkins

Region 
offense

twill be meeting coach Frank In*
The Musketeers are rated the

The ‘Cats compiled a 10-0 re-' number one Class AAA team in
man’s Musketeers, the 2-AAA; record by defeating Baker, I the state by the Associated Press, 

j titleholders, in the playoff for the Thomasville, Jordan, Lanier, Al-1 Valdosta is ranked second.
| South Georgia “AAA” crown. The I bany, Columbus, Moultrie, Wil- “We may have slowed down a
winner will get a shot at the;lingham, Warner Robins and La- little last week,” Bazemore said.”
<tatA nh*mntAncitin [Grange I •———(state championship.

I Last week, while VHS waited Richmond has an equally im-1 
’ ^lj|^^ race *° fin*sh’ the pressive 10-0 chart after triumphs!

Tickets for Friday's 
Valdosta and Richmond 
on sale here today at

I Store. Reserved seat, «dul 
L admission and student tickets

game between 
Academy went 
Belcher's Drug
adult general

are being
offered. Deadline for purchasing the
tickets is Wednesday. 
Richmond at Augusta on 
South Georgia Class 
championship.

Valdosta plays 
Friday for the 
AAA football

“but we have got plenty we
want to try to do this week.

“Our scout report indicates 
Richmond is stronger than any 
team we played in our region 
this season. It has size, speed and 
depth. It’s a better team than 
LaGrange and the boys know 
what that means.”

The Wildcats had to rally for 
a pair of touchdown in the final 
period to edge LaGrange, 14-13. 
in the game which clinched for 
them the 1-AAA crown.

* * *
This is Valdosta’s first try at 

the South Georgia championship 
since moving up to “AAA” ranks 
in 1958. The ‘Cats ruled as state 
champions on numerous occasions 
when they campaigned in the 
Class A and Class AA ranks/,

Richmond has long been a state 
power in football and othaftspqrts^ 
The Musketeers are in the South 
Georgia playoff for the second 
straight, year. They were Hehten ;

( by Albany, 14-7, in

led by Ray Kicklighter, Jim Boat­
wright and Eddie Echols will be 
contained two weeks in a row.

Tonight’s playoff schedule with 
predicted winners in capital let- ’ 
ters:
Valdosta. 1-AAA at RICHMOND

ACADEMY, 2-AAA
North Fulton, 3-AAA at AVON-!

f DALE, 4-AAA
/WAYCROSS. l-AA, at Weslmm-
f ster, 2-AA
ROSSVILLE, 3-AA at Gainesville, 

4-AA
Ware County. LA at DUBLIN. 2-A
CARROLLTON. 3-A at North Hab-1 

ersham. 4-A
PATTERSON. 1-B at Jenkins

Ounty. 2-B
HOGANSVILLE. 3-B at Washing- 

tot-Wilkes. 4-B *v g » ^



BACK AT WORK NOW

Wildcats Get First
'Football Holiday'

isn’t settle yet, but Richmond 
Academy’s Musketeers look like 
a lead-pipe cinch to finish ahead 
af the pack.

Richmond can sew up the title 
by beating Aquinas, a team with 
a so-so 2-5-2 record, this week.

The Musketeers have won nine 
in a row. They sailed past highly 
regarded Savannah, 28-7, last 

i Friday.
• • ♦

This impressive victory moved 
them past Valdosta into the top 
ranked spot on the Associated 
Press high school rating list.

The Wildcats have already 
scouted Richmond and the Mus­
keteers have sent scouts to see 
.Valdosta in action.

If Richmond beats Aquinas this 
week as expected, under a ro­
tation plan now in force, the 
Wildcats will have to go to Au­
gusta for the playoff game next 
week.

Valdosta’s Wildcats went back 
to work on Tuesday after enjoy­
ing a rare “football holiday” on 
Monday.

Coach Wright Bazemore gave’ 
the newly crowned Region 1-AAA 
champs the day off Monday “as 
a reward for their victory over 
LaGrange.” This coming Friday 
has also been declared a “foot­
ball holiday” for the ‘Cats.

The Wildcats beat LaGrange 14- 
13 last week to finish regular 
season play with a perfect 10-0 
record, clinch the 1-AAA crown 

. and earn a berth in the South 
Georgia “AAA” playoffs.* * ♦

They must wait until Nov. 25 
for the South Geogia champion­
ship battle, and they are slowing 
their drill pace some this week.

Since mid-August when they 
■launched pre-season drills, the 

Wildcats have practiced and play­
ed without interruption. They did
not have an open date during the । 
regular season.

Coaches arc never sure whether 
a delay like the one the Wildcats 
are faced with now will help or 
hurt their team’s chances in a
tough encounter.

Sometimes a team will lose it 
sharp playing edge during a long 
wait. On the other hand, injured 
players have extra time to mend 

’ and often the “rest” will give the I 
team renewed vitality.

♦ ♦ ♦
“There is no need ^ worry 

about whether this extra time off 
S hi or hurt us” Bazemore

• > “W.'ve 10 wait and I 
there’s nothing we can do about.

^Valdosta will meet the 2-AAA
* »“ Stu'S 

payoff. The race in that reg»



Valdosta's Bennetf
On Al I-State Team

By ROSS M. HAGEN 
Associated Press Sports Writer 
Sixteen schools are represented 

on the Associated Press 1960 Geor­
gia High School Class AAA All­
State football team, one of the 
most evenly-balanced “cream-of- 
the-crop” squads the state has 
produced.

Six of the schools placed two 
men apiece on the dream team. 
Each of the others has one.

Bruce Bennett, Valdosta’s mas­
ter field general, is the only junior
on the 22-man squad 
the coaches for The 
Press.

The line averages

selected by 
Associated

nearly 191
pounds a man and the backfield 
men weigh an average of 181 
pounds.

The only repeater from the 1959 
team is Winfred Bailey of Atlan­
ta’s O’Keefe High School. Bailey 
made the team this year as an 
end, although his coach, Dan Ken-
nerly, 
senior 
time.

“He

said the rugged 175-pound 
plays fullback much of the

is the finest pass receiver

VHS Quarterback Bruce Bennett
Only Junior On AP All-State Team

I have ever seen,” said Kennedy. 
“He is also a great linebacker.”

Named to the other end posts 
were Bunny Richardson of La­
nier, Jimmy Ney of Northside and

VHS THIRD

Richmond Holds Lead
In Class AAA Ranks

ATLANTA tfi—All of this week’s leaders in the Geor­
gia High School football ratings will see action in playoff | 
games Friday night.

The ratings are made by a board 
of 10 sports editors and writers 
representing all sections of the 
state. The poll is conducted by the 
Atlanta Journal.

This week’s top 10 by classes:
AAA — Richmond Academy,, 

North Fulton, Valdosta, Avondale, 
Albany, Athens, Southwest, La­
Grange, North side and a tie for 
10th place between Benedictine 
and South Cobb.

Valdosta meets Richmond Acad* 
I emy at Augusta for the South 
Georgia championship. Avondale 
will play host to North Fulton for 
the North Georgia AAA title.

AA — Waycross, Rossville, 
Gainesville, Westminster, Newnan, 
Bainbridge, West Rome, Chamb- 

! lee, Cairo and Wayne County.
The ^°LI^ Georgia AA playoff 

between Waycross and Westmin­

ster will be held in Atlanta’s I 
Grady Stadium. Rossville visits | 
Gainesville for the North Georgia I 
A A championship.

A—Carrollton, North Haber- I 
sham, Dublin, Ware County, Car- > 
tersville, Statesboro, Winder,! 
Americus, Summerville and J 
Brooks County tied for 9th.

In playoffs, Ware County is at 
Dublin and Carrollton at North । 
Habersham.

B—P a 11 e r s o n, Washington- 
Wilkes, Hogansville, Turner Coun­
ty, Bowdon, Jenkins County, Mor­
gan County, Vidalia, Roswell and 
Rabun County.

Class B playoffs will feature Pat­
terson at Jenkins County and Ho­
gansville at Washington-Wilkes.

C — Lincolnton, Dade County, 
Coosa, Sparta, Georgia Military 
College, Putnam County, Bremen, 

I Monticello, Georgia School for 
Deaf and Warren County.

The Site of the Class C state 
;championship game will be de­
cided at a meeting of Dade Coun­
ty and Lincolnton officials this 
afternoon in Atlanta. I

Ray Crawford of Columbus. 1 iSW. ^h Nor^ide/ r j Winfred Bailey, O'KeegeCrawford s coach, Fred McMan- Ray crawford, Columbus 
us, had this to say of his star 
flankman: “I believe he is one of Xe Eartng, North Fulton 

the finest players in the state.” Joel Darden, LaGrange
Anchoring the tackle position is GuardsMeul ,e 

Jim Seward Of Lanier, one Of the Jimmy Hobson, Murphy 

most eagerly sought after high: 
school players in Georgia. Harley David Smith, Benedictine 
Bowers, Macon Telegraph sports 
editor, rates Seward as easily the Johnny Williams, Savannah 
best high school lineman in the B«^’^“^ 
state and says he was in on near- pete Dickens, Athens
ly 80 per cent of his team’s tackles ”*L*;BA5KSi * * v Dawid Triihv.

182
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5-10 
6-2
6 
5-11

6-2 
6

5-11 
6-1
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17
18

17
18
18
It
18
18
17
17

18
17

II
17

this season.
The other All State tackles are 

Mike Earing whose bruising play 
helped North Fulton to an unbeat­
en record in regular season play; 
Joel Darden of LaGrange and Van 
Ellis of Moultrie.

Two Atlanta players, Jimmy 
Hobson of Murphy and Walter 
Preston of Southwest, dominated 
the guard position. They were 
joined in the glitter squad by Can- 
tey Davis of Albany and David 
Smith of Benedictine.

Competition was roughest for 
center. Steve Slay of Atlanta’s 
Southwest easily took one of the 
spots, but the other went to John­
ny Williams of Savannah by a 
hair. Pushing him hardest for it 
were James Carroll of Marist, an 
All-Stater last year, and Jerry 
Davis of Grady.

Pete Dickens of Athens joins 
Bennett as the top prep signal 
callers in the state. He edged out 
Avondale’s superb Eddie Pritchett 
and Jerry Gerst of Albany.

As usual, the state produced a 
bevy of talented halfbacks and 
coaches had trouble agreeing who 

। was best. Their selections are 
: David Truby of North Fulton in 
I Atlanta, Jerry Doyal of Albany, 
! Doug Jones of Richmond Acade- 
| my and Alex Povilaitis of Grady.

Two big, rough boys share full- 
1 back laurels. They are Buddy Rob­
inson of Richmond Academy, lead­
ing scorer in the state, and Billy 
Joe James of Savannah. Balloting 
was close with Valdosta’s Kenny 

। Ruffer and LaGrange’s Jerry But- 
1 trum pushing the leaders hardest.
team

David Truby, North Fulton
Jerry Doyal, Albany

165
182

Doug Jones, Richmond Acad. 170
Alex Povilaitis, Grady 

FULLBACKS
Buddy Robinson, Rich. Acd.
Billy Joe James, Savannah

188

205
195

Wt.
ENDS
Bunny Richardson, Lanier 165

5-11 
5-11 
5-11
6

6-1
6-1

17
17
18
18

17
17

HONORABLE MENTION 
TACKLES

. Jerry Gill, Jordan; Bob Hennecke, 
Druid Hills; Calvin Lott, Avondale, Jim 
Smith, Athens; Buck Hitson, R. E. Lee; 
Dennis Kirk, Murphy; Tommy Tolbert, 
Roosevelt; Jerry Roper, Bass; Bill Jol- 
lock, Russell; Ray Richie, Southwest; 
Wesley [Mashburn, West Fulton; Buddy 
Samples! North Fulton.

ENDS
Tom Lewis, Southwest; John Steele, 

Grady; Don Baxter, Grady; Jerry Con­
nor, Fulton; Jon Kilgore, North Fulton; 
Freddie Guy, Avondale, Howard Cook, 
R. L. Osborne; O. H. Barnard, Savannah; 
Charles Casey, Brown; Bob Crutchfield, 
East Atlanta; Don Burton, Lanier; Jack 
Brice, Albany; Chet Tucker, Athens; Carl 
Ackerman, Marist; Gene Brown, Jordan; 
Billy Boston, Cherokee; Billy Bocker, Val­
dosta.

GUARDS
Eddie Gorcha, Marietta; Butch Martin, 

R. E. Lee; Charles Hollaway, Northside; 
Bill Byddleton, Valdosta; Bill Schroer,
Valdosta; Ronnie Scott, Southwest De­

Holder, Willingham.Kalb; Lathrop 
CENTERS 
Jim Carroll, Marist; Claude Eskew,

Smith; Danny Daniel, LaGrange; Allen 
Holt, Valdosta; Jerry Davis, Grady; Billy 
Seabrook, Sylvan; Bobby Guy, Athens.

QUARTERBACKS
Edwin Pritchett, Avondale; Barry Wil 

son, Benedictine; Lynn Hughes, West Full 
ton; Jerry Gerst, Albany; Tommy Rob­
erts, Sylvan; Jim Sudderth, North Fuir 
ton; Buddy Blankenship, O'Keefe; Wayne 
McDaniel, Murphy; John Breedlove, Lai 
nier; Jimmy Pitts, ^mpbell; Johnny 
Carson, Southwest.

HALFBACKS
Ted Musial, Lanier; Mickey Lowery, 

Cherokee; Jerome Prince, South Cobb; 
Kenny Morris, Russell; C. Moore, Rus­
sell; Gordon Keenan, Aquinas; Johnny 
Tibbits, Smith; Paul Jenkins, Southwest; 
Mickey Rivers, Lanier; Billy Haynes, 
Savannah; Cam Crockett, North Fulton; 
Ben Hinson, Northside; Bobby Hulsey, 
West Fulton; Hank Lehwald, Benedictine; 
Bill Sutton, Albany; Ralph Bray, Athens; 
Pat Hunnicutt, LaGrange; Jimmy Cavan, 
R. E. Lee; Larry Greene, Murphy.

FULLBACKS
Dan Hughes, Fulton;, Gene Drennon, 

Druid Hills; Johnny O'Kelly, Athens; Ken­
ny Ruffer, Valdosta; Alfred Spence, Syk

a van; Jo®* Dickens, Willingham; Mike 
I Holston, West Fulton; Butch Norris, Rut-

sell; Mike Immell, Columbus; Jerry But- 
5-11 17 trum, LaGrange.



WEATHER
Partly cloudy and slight 

warmer today with a high of 72 
Fair and mild tonight with * 
low of 55. Fair and mild Sun 
day with a high of 72. *1
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Valdosta Beats Richmond, 2-0;
To Play State Title Here Friday

—Times staff Photos

Penetration

Cats' Margin
By SAMMY GLASSMAN

Times Sports Editor
AUGUSTA — Valdosta’s won- 

derous Wildcats stand knocking 
at the Class AAA state football 
championship door after staging 
a second half uprising here Fri­
day night to earn a 2-0 “statisti­
cal” victory over Richmond 
Academy’s favored Musketeers;

Coach Wright Bazemore’s Wild­
cats and coach Frank Inman’s 
Musketeers swapped bruises for 
four periods. When it was over 
the count was 0-0.

But by the margin of one first 
down and 36 yards VHS garnered 
two points under a statistical 
formula used to break playoff 
game deadlocks.

That gave the ‘Cats their 11th 
straight triumph, the South Geor­
gia AAA championship, and a 
shot at the state crown. The 
Wildcats will meet Avondale, the 
North Georgia titleholder, in the 
state championship showdown 
next Friday at Valdosta.

Ancient, wooden-decked Rich­
mond Academy Stadium groaned 
from an overflow crowd estimat­
ed at 10,000 as the Musketeers, 
listed first on three different rat­
ing charts, came out second

Kenny Ruff er Finds Small Hole, Makes Short Gain
Big Richmond Line Held Wlidcats to 0-0 Tie

Wildcat Fullback Burnice Hires Fights For Yardage
Valdosta Captain Was Workhorse of Attack in Hard Fought Battle At Augusta

best to an outweighted 
outplayed underdog VHS 
was the first setback 
Augusta eleven after 10 
wins.

but not 
crew. It 
for the 
straight

Road Deaths
Pass 200

$200,000 Ransom trees \wHAT'S WHAT?

Mark in u. s. Rich Sportsman in Calif
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The nation’s highway death toll 
mounted past the 200 mark today 
as normal weekend travelers 
swelled the volume of Thanksgiv­
ing holiday traffic

Keep up the highway 
alertness in this area.-

Hahira Gets Grant
plead trafficj&force-
:neiu. ^.mho^les si^Jw kt ^^ n^ - - ^^ BAA ^^-M-------w IX ^ T

O/ii'f O7ie injury has' f Iff
SAN DIEGO, CALIF. — A wealthy sportsman held 2i\ been reported in the / ■

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

hours by kidnapers was reportedly under guard today as for e a since the long
authorities sought a convicted murderer they said helped Thanksgiving holiday 
• a ''jjan on Thursday.kidnap him.

Officers point out this 
is a great improvement 
for an area which has 
nearly doubled its num­
ber of traffic fatalities 
during this year.

So watch them — and 
yourself — on the high­
ways.

When the final horn sounded 
^with a score 0-0, official* statisti­

cians Erskine Mills and Jack 
Croft checked their figures. VHS 
led in first downs, 12-11. That 
gave the Wildcats one point In 
the total net yards gained de­
partment ‘Dosta was ahead, 137. 
151. That was good for Another 
VHS point. Each team m^de two 
penetrations inside the other’s Z‘ 
yard line. Neither side *

Continued On Pac*

Negroes Pickel 

Despite Appea
By THE AftOC

ATLANTA —^Negroes resume 
and variety stores Saturday despii 
klansmen.

Thirty hooded but unmarked 
klansmen paraded in single file in 
front of Rich’s department store, 
mingling with holiday shoppers 
crowding the sidewalks.

Shortly before noon, Negro pick­
ets appeared on opposite sides of 
streets around the store.

Klan leaflets passed out to shop­
pers called for “action now” to 
maintain segregation. Negroes 
handed out leaflets headed ‘your 
turn to act for freedom.”

A leader of Negro sit-in dem- 
jnstrations against segregated 
sating facilities at the stores said

MODS

edy Feels Fine
2 and New Son!
I AT ED PRESS

ct John F. Kennedy visited his 
tai today and reported both were 

zing he, too, felt “fine.” 
e went to Florida on Thanksgiv-



|Kosta, Waycross Represent
South Georgia in Grid Playoffs

By BOB PRICE ftrations. “We won and that’s 
VteMtee ata** writer I what counts,” grinned Bazemore 

ADGURTA. Ge . Mar. SB-Deep I as be shuddered in the night air 
Barth Georgia ewna representor after pulling himself from the 
W to lie lop two brackets of I water.
MB Georgia High School Associa- Pair of Firsts
tMBla bottom playoffs as AAA I It will be the first AAA cham- 
REMeRr defeated Richmond pionship game for Valdosta, 
Acadney we penetrations here which ruled the AA throne room 
tost MEM and Waycross ran wild four times, and it is the first 
fer a IM victory over Westmin- AA crown chance for Waycross, 
totor to ob AA affair at Atlanta. - Both teams sport perfect 11-0 rec*

Me# Friday to championship ords.
BM# and Valdosta will take on I Valdosta treated its backers, 
Avondale, a 13*0 victor over At-j who comprised about one-tenth of 
loo# Morth PoMoo. and Waycross the 10,000 on hand for the affair, 
v# #M Gainesville, which with the same type of game the 
MAriMi RaooviDe. 1M. last night. Wildcats have played all season

Elsewhere to the tale picture— to record their perfect 11-0 fig* 
PetMEHE feet a penetration duel ure. The Wildcats used speed and 
# JbBMb County to Class B; I trickery to baffle their foe, which 
Ware County of Waycross was I outweighed them 20 pounds per 
•ontod to Cass A by defending I man. 
chainpkMi Dublin. #7; and Car- All - State quarterback Bruce 
relltoB gained the other A title Bennett was the triggerman in 
berth by simtung out Habersham, I the Valdosta backfield, but it was 
IM. I the line work, led by center Al-

ValdaMa Coach Wright Baze-1 len Holt, tackles . Robert Gron- 
BmAMMMI wuod a trip to the ■ dahl and Billy Schroer and ends 
|^ despite dipping' Billy Blocker and Butch Luke 
^^^^^Hbd he wasn't too I which was the real difference. 
^^^^^^HKjy winning on pens- Except for the early portion of

the game the little hustlers from 
Valdosta submarined, gang-tack­
led and out-charged the hefty 
Musketeers, who were paced in 
the line by Bill Neighbors, Glenn 
Gray and Paul McNeal.

Workhorses Plentiful
Both clubs displayed real work 

horses with Bennett and Burnice 
Hiers, a power-laden swifty, car 
rying the Valdosta offensive bur 
den while all-state fullback Bud 
dy Robinson and halfback Grady 
Luckey were the Richmond main 
stays. Bennett carried the ball 1 
times for 42 yards and passed 1 
times for 82 while Hiers made 9 
yards in 18 attempts. Luckey was 
the busiest Musketeer with 3 
yards in 16 efforts and Robinson 
had 43 in 13 trips.

Richmond entered the game j 
two-touchdown favorite and th< 
Musketeers gave early evidence 
of living up to their reputation 
In four plays after the opening 
whistle Richmond carried the bal 
to the Valdosta 45 before losing 
possession due to a fumble. Anc 
before the first period was over 
the Musketeers had their 4 first 
penetration, reaching the Val­
dosta 19 before being halted.

' AVONDALE WON'T KICK? 
1 TO VALDOSTA'S RUFFER

And mid-way in the second quar­
ter Richmond collected its other 
penetration by reaching the Wild­
cats’ 14 before the Valdosta crew 
stiffened to take over.

Valdosta gained only 39 yards 
in the first half, but with Ben­
nett and Hiers working smoothly 
on running plays and little Kenny 
Ruffer keeping Richmond loose 
with his long punt returns, the 
Wildcats controlled the second 
half.

Wildcots’ See 
543 Yords on 

lh «WK JMMEK 
BMHttMt HMl^i Blur Dtnib will fare the state’s 

iter Friday night.
I B#Rrtto to to si neor hill 
IrMrrBi to Ite title bottle. The 
Etae Dtarife w# to mming only 
MAr Mow© who hasn't played 
ware Ite fatal game of Ite regular 
meme Harry Gienny has been 

Iwarfctag to to place. The W0# 
cats •• lane every man ready 
M end Sanity Henry who hasn't 
pfepad E game ihts year He. 
tactared a tag before Ite season | 
Harte!
Ite Mae Devito w# Start an all-1 

aaMar tan* agatoat Ite young but I 
cai^m# Vahtortans Fifteen sen-1 
feta are scheduled for duty, in-1 
chalfeg three who played in the! 
Ms# Cm AA championship I 
gam wRh Avondale two years | 
RHB

• • •
HVAMTEBBACIC ED Pritchett, 

lactdo Cahria Lett and guards I 
Brace TMlaat and Mite Herron 
al made the trip to Tbomasvflie I 
to HER when Ite Blue Devils won 
a dhere to Ite title. Pritchett, 
Tribal and Lott all started.

Avondale warted out in sweat 
ctriteo Itaodoy and planned to

I BEM# MgBMUMW
| VMB M# • IM* toff toft * >■ • * 
I tot B# EM# #■##»>• •* wt 
I # Eto MEM* A# #• Ep #«> 
I #NMB # M# ABM___

MfeB ### AEBfftoW BUB* 
I AAA #BMB#B Alta# BE y#| 
I to# o #M# MEER #e ferrtl 
I BN# AB iEMfe# Eto to# A# to 
I toto* #EtoM» Uta* mw tow 
I RHB WMHEBBE wEto IfegB# to 
I toRB # Eto Be# RffEitaf

*RtaB# "* voWBVto# '*toto* 
I to MEffB WvMl toMMM- ■* 

W E to RBmI VEEta# EtM 
mW w tom to# tom. to

«M» «*•* •** •»• 
•"* •* — ***5^.’!"** 
M* MBm** (^•••^^■“ 
tooRtoto hM ito ** <toBBKMi 

WEB to MM MEtort tow « 
to# to to IB# ttom AAA 
dMffMffNitobw Fl## Bto # 
Art#*** 
Mto I* tote MV WEP to MR 
BrMW * ABHRtofe vw# C#v# 
BMhRR Ml toBBREtov "Tton 
MBWlto WtoBtoRMM 

I # BRRRto mry vs* w Bm * 
I HE# a

* I tov' RE# to* «Bmwmi 
Mto tot- toRMftoto 

-ip# Bff febto* toRin gM
RE BE” * Efe* 

to** J^H#** Rfel MeMm#

■*#• werli only teBUy Wednesday end 
Rtoi Than##

"Item here on/' Ramsey said 
a# *01 w w# do to <hirpea our

ck Claims 
nt Returns

timing, and practice kicking—out 
of bounds.”

The Blue Devils will leave Avon­
dale for Valdosta at 6 a.m. Fri­
day. They will be followed by 
approximately 1,500 fans.

Coach Takes Blame
Richmond Coach Frank Inman 

declared blame for the loss was 
his. “They did everything I told 
them to do, but we gave them the 
wrong dope in the late stages. 
We thought we needed only four 
first downs to win and they made 
that methodically, then we were 
told that we had to score and 
our efforts to do that just failed.
However, all we’d have had to 
do to win was penetrate the Val­
dosta 20, but instead we went for 
the “home run” score. On the 
other hand we were defeated by 
a good ball club and their hustle 
and determination paid off.”

Bazemore, who is in his 21st 
year at Valdosta, isn’t going tc 
think about Avondale until Mon­
day. The genial Wildcat skipper 
was all grins after the game anc 
said, “Shoot, man, I liked it. We 
beat a good ball club. I’m rea 
proud of these boys. I told yoi 
they’d scrap and wouldn’t give ui 
real easy.”

Bazemore said, “I had a man 
walking right along with that 
Georgia High School Association 
statistician and he was keeping
up with what was going on.”



Valdosta-Richmond Game 
At Least 3rd In Series

Notes On This And That:
Richmond Academy coach Frank Inman and I are 

in the same boat. Last week we both got hold of “some 
bad information.”

Inman s “bad information” was that in the closing stages of 
last Friday’s game with Valdosta he thought his Musketeers had 
to have a TD to win. Instead they needed only a first down and
15 more yards.

Inman called for a pass 
play, but great defensive work 
by VHS’ Bill Schroer and Bill 
Myddleton made it backfire 
and the ’Cats went on to claim 
the South Georgia Class AAA 
championship.

My “bad information” 
didn’t result in anything quite 
that seribge. Before Valdosta 
went to Richmond I claimed 
in a story that it was the first 
gridiron meeting for the Wild­
cats and Musketeers.

Thanks to Fred Nijem, I 
now know that isn’t correct. 
Valdosta and Richmond met 
in 1933 and 1934. Nijem should 
know. He was a guard on those 
VHS teams coached by Bobby 
Hooks.

GLASSMAN
In 1933 the Wildcats trim­

med the Musketeers, 32*14. In 
1934 Richmond was a 21-8 victor.

. So instead of the first, it was at least the third football game 
between Valdosta and Richmond. I say at least, because there 
might have been other contests even before Nijem’s time.

Speaking of that controversial call for a pass play last Friday, 
Inman takes the blame for the decision. “1 sent in a substitute 
with instructions to try a pass,” Inman said. “Our quarterback 
(Billy Wood) shouldn’t be blamed.”

Asked to summarize the Valdosta team after the playoff affair, 
Inman said “they play like they are supposed to.”

Don't Mention Penetrations
One couldn’t blame the Richmond folks if they favor abolishing 

the use of a statistical formula to break playoff game deadlocks.
I was at Augusta in 1947 when Richmond ran all over Lanier. 

But the game ended in a tie and Lanier won on “penetrations,” the 
only factor considered as a tiebreaker in those days.

I also understand the Musketeers lost to Albany on “statistics” 
in 1952.

That Richmond-Lanier affair in 1947 resulted in the present 
three-point formula where first downs, total yards gained and 
penetrations are all considered.

The All-State results for Class AAA are in now, and a half­
dozen Valdosta players are to be congratulated. On the AP list 
Bruce Bennett was a first-team selectee and Allen Holt, Bill 
Schroer, Bill Myddleton, Bill Blocker and Kenny Ruffer were 
picked for honorable mention.

Next out was the Atlanta Journal-Constitution picks. Holt was 
tapped for first team honors and Blocker, Bennett and Ruffer were 
on the Honorable Mention list.

All these Wildcats deserved the honors they received and 
more. But according to my way of thinking there are quite a few 
other VHS players who deserve places on the All-State squads.

Ticket Deal Explained
But picking all-star teams is a difficult task. There are never 

enough berths to include all the boys who should be honored.
And the real truth of the matter is that overall team excellence

and not individual brilliance is responsible for Valdosta getting a 
shot at the state championship.

Here is the full deal on the sale of reserved seat tickets for 
the Valdosta-Avondalo game. The sale starts Wednesday morn* 
ing at Barnes* Drug Store.

Fans that had reserved seats during the regular season have 
until noon Thursday to purchase their same seats for the champion­
ship affair. At the same time there will be other reserved seat 
ducats offered on a first-come-first-serve basis with a limit of four 
to a customer.

Cleveland Field’s normal seating capacity is 6,400. There will 1 
be seats added for the state title battle, raising the seating capacity i 
to 8,000.. AJull house is expected—no doubt.

* High School Gridders 
At ‘Moment of Truth1

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
The playoffs are finally over and 

the stage is being set today for 
I the final act of the 1960 Georgia 

high school football campaigns.
Seven regional champions were 

I named Friday night, joining three 
who had won titles earlier.

The Class B title game was the 
only one definitely scheduled. It 
will be played Friday night in 
Washington between Washington- 
Wilkes and Jenkins County.

Dates and sites of the other four 
I title games were not announced 

immediately.
Here are the opponents, by 

class:
AAA—Valdosta vs. Avondale.
AA—Waycross vs. Gainesville. 
A—Dublin vs. Carrollton.
C—Dade County vs. Coosa.
In games played Friday night, 

Valdosta edged Richmond Acad­
emy 2-0 for the South Georgia 
AAA title; Avondale upset North 
Fulton 13-6 in the North AAA 
championship game; Waycross 

I rolled over Westminster 33-0 for 
the South AA crown; Gainesville 

I stopped Rossville 12-0 in the North 
AA finale; Carrollton whipped 
North Habersham 19-0 for the 
North A crown; Dublin upended 
Ware County 28-7 for South A 
honors and Jenkins County edged 
Patterson 15-13 for the South B 
championship.

Washington - Wilkes won the 
. North B title earlier. The Class 
iC finalists, Dade County and 
ICoosa, also were determined earl-

North Fulton scored first when 
Ronnie Fowler smashed over from 
the 1 and it appeared the Atlanta 
outfit would march to an easy vic­
tory. But Avondale surprised the 
overflow crowd of 12,000 by steal­
ing the play away from the Bull­
dogs.

Waycross squelched any doubts 
about its prowess as a football 
power by the way it walked over* 
a good Westminster team. Only 
4,000 persons turned out in At-' 
lanta’s Grady Stadium to witness | 
the lop-sided affair.

Fullback Harry Bennett hit pay 
dirt twice for Waycross. Darrell 
Page, Joey McQuaig and Bryan 
Clarke scored the other TDs. Jim-1 
my Guy, a 6-foot-5, 235 - pound ■ 
tackle, kicked three extra points, i

The ponderous Waycross line ef-1 
fectively contained Westminster’s 
hard running back, Peyton Robin­
son.

Gainesville’s Red Elephants had 
plenty to trumpet about after their 
conquest of Rossville. Although 
they came out on the short end of 
the statistics, the victorious Ele­
phants bore down when it counted. 
Gainesville’s touchdowns came on 
a 1-yard plunge by John Rogers 
and a 98-yard pass interception by 
Royce Anderson.

Dublin, the only 1959 champion 
with a chance to repeat, scored 
in every quarter to down Ware 
County and again win the South 
Georgia A crown. Halfback Billy 
Riner, end Wayne Thomas, quaP

ler.
Avondale found the golden path 

to a state championship title shot 
in its first year in AAA competi- 
Ition on the winged feet of quarter- 
pack Ed Pritchett.

He scored twice on. 28 - yard 
runs and skirted end for an extra 
point, thus accounting for all of 
Avondale’s points.

terback Ronnie Baggett, Tenny- 
i son Coleman and Ben Snipes each 
; scored one touchdown for the vic- 
. torious Irish.

Carrollton earned a shot at Dub­
lin’s crown by upending North 
Habersham for the North Georgia 
A title. Fullback Howard Nixon 
was the triggerman in Carroll­
ton’s attack. He gained 122 yards 
and scored a touchdown.

Walter Landing scored both of 
Jenkins’ touchdowns against Pat- 

; terson, one on a 70-yard punt re- 
turn. Quarterback Roy Kicklighter 
scored one of Patterson’s TDs and 
passed for the other. Jenkins won 
the game by making more first 
downs and more moves inside the 

‘opponents 20-yard line.



~————LOOK alikes—-------- ■ 

ruldostu s Just Lik^ Avondul^-' 
Can’t Do Anything But Beat You

By CHARLIE ROBERTS
Valdosta's Wildcats and Avondale's Blue Dev­

ils may think they are looking in a mirror when 
they meet Friday night in Valdosta (8 o’clock)

^0^ the state Class AAA high 
school football crown. They are 
“look alikes.”

Wright Bazemore’s bounders, 
like Calvin Ramsey’s up-state 

k kings, are exceptionally small
^mH for ch^Ptonship contenders. 

^^ have great team speed, 
lean heavily on a quarterback 
who can move the ball with the

I best.

The Wildcats (11-0), like the 
Blue Devils (12-0), were only 

wrisM Buemor* ^rk horses when the season be­
gan, but went all the way. Both teams two-pla­
toon at from six to 10 positions to a confusing de­
gree, moving ends to linebacker, guards to tackle, 
etc., etc., etc.

You may not be able to tell who’s in the ball 
game even with a program. But you’ll always be 
cognizant of the fact that Bruce Bennett, Kenny 
Ruffer and Allen Holt are in the Valdosta lineup 
with or without a program—just as you’ll realize 
that Ed Pritchett, Chuck Belcher and Mike Her­
ron are doing heavy duty for Avondale.

Bennett, 145-pound junior, beat out defensive 
whiz Tommy Tart for the offensive quarterback 
spot early in the campaign for a simple reason. 
He could move the ball better.

He’s been moving it all year as the Wildcats 
rolled up 271 points to 40 for 10 regular-season 
foes. He’s been his own best ‘horse,” rolling up 
601 yards on 91 keepers for a 6.6 yards-per-carry 
average. And he scored 72 points.

Some folks say Bennett, an Associated Press 
all-state selectee, can’t pass. Hut Oliver Hunni­
cutt, veteran LaGrange coach, warns, “Don’t let 
anybody tell you that. Valdosta’s not basically a 
throwing team, but Bennett’s a very good passer.”

Ruffer, sensational and very fleet 158-pound 
sophomore, has galloped 419 yards on 78 totes 
(Mb but his forte to returning punts. Ruffer 
hauled back 28 boots for a fantastic 536 yards, 
fracturing the old Region 1-AAA mark (320 yards) 
set by Jordan’s Ray Timmons in 1955.

Holt, a 180-pound senior center, is a brilliant 
defensive performer and was picked to The At­
lanta Journal-Constitution all-state team. He and 
Billy Blocker, 175-pound senior end, lead the 
knifing, fast-striking defensive troops along with 
Bennett.

Halfback Giles Smith, brother of Georgia Tech 
fullback Ben Smith, hauled leather 63 times for 
339 yards and a 5.4 average. Tabbed for future 
greatness, the 145 pounder led 1-AAA punters this

All-Stater Faces Avondale

term by averaging 36.75 on 28 boots. Smith, 
pressed into extra-point duties when PAT artist I 
Bunky Henry was injured in the second game, 
has place-kicked true on 24' occasions.

Burnice Hiers, 165-pound senior fullback, 
gouged out 345 hard yards on 75 trips (4.6) and 
proved his ruggedness by leading all luggers in 
the 2-0 “penetration system” playoff victory over 
Richmond Academy last week. Hiers tramped 81 
yards on 20 carries while Bennett was rushing 
for 47 and completing seven of nine passes for 
63 yards against the Augustans.

Bazemore goes on offense with Bill Holtzclaw, 
145-pound junior, and Charlie Harris, 140-pound 
senior, at ends. Tackles are sophs Bill Schroer 
(178) and Bill Myddleton (183), both very out- I 
standing. Senior 165-pounders Ray Bennett, no 
kin to Bruce, and Jimmy Adams, man the guards. I

Soph Stan Reeves (140), Junior Butch Luke 
(160) and soph Clyo Blanton (160) are linebacking 
specialists, and senior Tart (160) is a sound de­
fensive sideback.

“This club won’t impress you or overpower 
you,” says Sam Glassman Jr., sports editor of 
the Valdosta Times. “But these players, like all 
of Bazemore’s in the past, will strike you—ran 
beat you.” < .



Valdosta Takes
Triple-A Crown

By BOB PRICE
V4IDOSTA cTTeT'a-Valdosta's lighting 

nett, cashed in on a one-foot plunge ^m ju« ^ 
™^he^ here t0'
night before 9,000 in ClevelandStadium^________ _—

Bennett’s plunge capped a drive 
of 59 yards which took 17 plays 
and every inch was made on 
quick-opening thrusts up the mid-

hospital tomorrow for a kidney 
operation, was presented with a 
new automobile by the Wildcat

die.
Capt. Allen Holt led the Wild­

cats’ spirited play which held 
Avondale to a mere six yards by 

■ rushing.
However, Avondale, with All­

state quarterback Eddie Prit­
chett-doing the pitching, made it 
a ball game all the way as the 

I Blue Devils netted 163 yards on 
| five completions in 11 attempts.

Ray Bennett, Foy Norwood, 
I Jimmy Adams, Billy Holtzclaw 

and Billy Blocker were among 
other linemen who made it next 
to impossible for Avondale to 
gain on the ground.

This was Valdosta’s first AAA 
crown but the Wildcats, under 
the tutelage of Coach Wright 
Bazemore, have won six AA titles 

' in the last 21 years. The last 
championship for Valdosta was in 

I 1957 •
Valdosta, which was supposed 

to be two years away from title 
contention, finished its 1960 cam­
paign with 12 straight wins, in- / 
eluding a penetration victory over 
highly-favored Richmond Acade­
my last week in Augusta.

Valdosta meant business to­
night, scoring the first two times 
it gained possession of the ball. 
Bennett was the first to hit pay­
dirt, sweeping wide around right 
end from the one to complete a 
^e jWards in 13 Plays with 
3.50 left in the first quarter.

Jas started when : 
2?^ tt’.?adly rushed, kicked £ 
off the side of his foot for only 
eeven yards.

Giles Smith made it 7-0 when 
^H^ted on the first of two 

period, Valdosta took over again 
“fi ®oved 63 yards in 12 Slavs 
ahi S?1??, g<&w the last 29 on 
&St y executed ^ fr(>m 

Avondale took to the air fnr 
^ fl^?t TD ^th 5:33 left in the 
an enn/Uarter- faking

Play. Guy adder! h?^ ^-^Mown 
was 14 7^in fd d the point ^d it 
Stime faV°r °f ^M^ at

crossfield to Mike w.™’ ?lrew 
yards and the »„HOTon for 26 
tied « up ^^^
from placement. perfect boot
tt^XlX^ ^ween 

on its 4Mor The ^ 
ning march th game-win- 
““S^ IM

“P 230 yarTs1 f^lr,s 8350 rolled 
*ith Kenny Ruffe^i!®^^

"4 ^
BMi^iW the game -

fans. < jWl* <^
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| Devils, Valdosta
Hit Hard, Fast

(Jack Fligg, head coach 
I of Grady High, scouted 
| Avondale against South 
g Cobb, Avondale beat South 
| Cobb, 33-13A

By JACK FLIGG 
I Avondale High’s football 
I team is soundly schooled in 
I fundamentals. It does ev- 
| erything well-run, block, 
| tackle, pass and kick, 
r It can play control foot- 
| ball and deliver the home 
I run. And it can prevent a 
I break-a-way type offense 
■ from making the long gain.

Ed Pritchett, the quarter- 
| back, is one of the most dan- 
I gerous football players I’ve 
I seen. He can beat you with 
| a run, pass, kick or defen- 
| sive play.
| Basically, Avondale is a 
| T formation team. It runs 
I most of its plays from the 
I double slot and occasionally 
| uses a wing slot. It most 
| always sends one of the half- 
| backs in motion.

Although Pritchett is the 
| key to the offense, the back- 
I field is well - balanced. 
I Pritchett rolls out on every 
| play, faking to the halfbacks 
I or fullback or handing off. 
| Both of the halfbacks, Chuck 
| Belcher and Jimmy Thomp- 
| son, and the fullback, Tom- 
I my Carlisle, are fast enough 
| to go all the way. Belcher,

(Lawrence Thompson, 
head coach of Murphy 
High, scouted Valdosta 
against Richmond Acade­
my and LaGrange, Val­
dosta beat Richmond 
Academy, 2-0, on the pen­
etration system and La­
Grange, 14-13.)

By LAWRENCE THOMPSON
Valdosta High’s Wildcats 

hit harder and faster than 
any team I’ve seen. They 
have great team pursuit. 
Everybody goes for the ball 
carrier. It is almost impos­
sible to run wide on them.

They can score from any 
point on the field. They are 
dangerous with the off-tackle 
play, the sweep and up the 
middle. And they can kill 
you with a punt return.

Valdosta has no individual 
stars. Its most dangerous 
runner is a sophomore, Kenny 
Ruffer, the safety man. But 
the team is well-balanced.

Valdosta runs from a 
straight T formation and 
most always flanks a man 
and splits an end. It occa­
sionally works from a double­
wing setup.

The bread-and-butter play 
is the quarterback option 
with Bruce Bennett running 
or passing. Bennett runs 
well inside and outside. He 
is an average passer. Full­
back Burnice Hiers also can

Mike Herron Calvin Lott Ed Pritchett

aldosta Seeks AAA
Football Title Tonight

in particular, is a threat on 
the reverse and off-tackle 
run.

Pritchett is not a great 
passer but he throws well 
enough to keep the defense 
honest. Avondale sticks 
mainly to a ground game so 
the passing plays only a mi­
nor role.

The entire team has ex­

go wide or up the middle. 
His favorite play is the off- 
tackle run. He’s dependable 
in the, clutch.

Although Bennett is no 
great passer, he can get the 
job done. He throws a short 
pass well.

With Ruffer running punts 
back, Valdosta is as danger-

I ceptionally good speed. The 
| line is small, averaging 
f about 175 pounds, but it hits 
| with force and it gets away 
I quickly. Every man on the 
£ team is a good blocker.
| The bread and butter play 
| is the option on which 
| Pritchett rolls out and either 
■ runs, passes or hands off.

Defensively, Avondale uses 
mainly a 6-2-2-1. The line 

I does a good job of getting 
I to the ball. Tackle Calvin 
I Lott and guard Mike Herron 
| are difficult to block and 
| usually stop every play 
| coming in their vicinity.

The defense does an out- 
I standing job of protecting 
। against the home run. 
I Pritchett is an excellent 
j safety man. It is suicide 
j to throw in his zone. If he 

makes an interception he 
is liable to take it back all 
the way.

, z The team as a whole has 
’ no obvious weakness. The 
club is small but it makes 
up for it with great team 

' speed and good execution of 
plays.

ous on defense as it is on 
offense. Ruffer gets started 
quickly. He beat LaGrange 
with a 65-yard punt return 
and beat Albany with a long 

. return.
Not only does Ruffer get a 

quick start but so does every­
one else. The linemen set up 
a wall for the return almost 
immediately after the ball is 
snapped. Ruffer will have at 
least three blockers in front 
of him as soon as he gets 
under way. |

Valdosta uses a 5-4 defense 
with the tackles inside and 
the linebackers outside. The 
line is light, averaging about 
165 pounds. But it starts 
quickly, gets good penetra­
tion and gang tackles well.

Allen Holt, who plays head- 
on the center; Bill Myddleton | 
and Robert Grondahl, the | 
tackles, and Foy Norwood, I 
the center, form the core of 9 
the defense. B

If the team has any fault, 
it is covering enemy pass re­
ceivers. But they offset this . g 
by putting tremendous pres- | 
sure on the passer.
»«Kais»iig^^

By BOB PRICE
Times-Union Sports Writer

Valdosta is the only South Geor­
gia City hosting a Georgia High 
School foot ba 11 championship 
game tonight and the hometown 
Wildcats will rule as slight fa­
vorites over Avondale in AAA.

Waycross, rated as Georgia’s 
top grid team regardless of class, 
travels to Gainesville for the AA 
title clash while the Class A 
championship will be determined 
at Thomaston between defending 
champion Dublin and Carrollton.

Washington-Wilkes will entertain 
Jenkins County of Millen in the 
Class B championship while Lin­
colnton and Dade County tangle i 
for the Class C bunting.

New Champions Seen
There will be at least four new ■ 

champions after tonight as Dub­
lin is the only 1959 king in the!
finals’ lineup and the South 
Georgians are favored to keep the 
flag for a second straight year.

The other 1959 kingpins—Albany, 
Wayne County, Morgan County 
and Hawkinsville failed to make 
it this year. The first three were

The Wildcats' are loaded with 
undergraduate talent as 13 sopho­
mores and two freshmen are on 
the starting offensive and defen­
sive units.

First AAA Shot
This will be the first AAA title 

shot for both Valdosta, which won 
four AA crowns before graduating 

I to the top bracket. Avondale, 
playing its first year in AAA cir­
cles, gained the final round by 

| pulling a mild upset over Atlanta 
North Fulton, 13-6, last Friday.

Waycross, which plastered de­
feats on two AAA clubs—Benedic­
tine, unbeaten at the time, and 
Coffee County on its way to a 
perfect 10-0 regular season, win 
be seeking its first AA champion­
ship. The well-balanced Bulldogs 
thumped Westminster, 33-0, in the I 
semifinals last week while Gaines­
ville blanked Rossville, 12-0, for 
the North Georgia banner.

Every title game will be loaded 
with stars both in the line and 
backfield. Among the top perform­
ers will be Valdosta’s Kenny Ruf­
fer, a breakaway artist; all-state 
Bruce Bennett, a slight-of-hand 
signal caller; Allen Holt and Billy 
Blocker; Waycross’ Darrell Page 
and Marvin Hurst; Avondale's 
Ronnie Campbell and Bruce Tai- 
lant; Gainesville’s Royce Ander­
son and Jimmy Kemp; Ross­
ville's Billy Arnold and Bud Blan- 
slt; Dublin's Ronnie Baggett and 
Wayne Thomas: Washington- 
Wilkes* Johnny Gresham and 
John Harvey; Carrollton’s Jack 
White, Howard Nixon and Robert 
Williamson.

Tonight’s schedule with pre­
dicted winners in capital letters: 
Avondale at VALDOSTA _
WAYCROSS at Gainesville

| right, two
hew

ousted in region 
Hawkinsville was 
class and finished 
B region.

Valdosta, which

action while 
moved up in 
second in its

was supposed
to be in the rebuilding stages, 
completed its regular season with 
10 consecutive victories and then 
edged Richmond Academy2-0, 
last Friday by leading in first 
downs 12-11 and in yardage 
gained 187-155.

I
 Dublin will be playing on the ^t. » wr« 
same field where it won the 1959 
crown. Last year’s victim was 
Summerville. The Irish had to

I perk up on defense last fall to 
quell three Summerville threats

I within the seven-yard line.
The B title clash is a rematch 

affair since Wahsingt on-Wilkes de- 
j feated Jenkins County in a regu­
lar season contest. However Jen­
kins finished the year strong and 
the game is rated as a toss-up. 
Jenkins needed a 2-1 edge in pen­
etrations to oust previously un­
beaten Patterson. 15-14, in a 
game which ended in a 13-13 
deadlock.
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Packed House, Cold
Seen For Grid Duel

GLASSMAN*

Goes On Line

Avondale

6,500

tempera- 
to 45 de­

gridiron

talented 
12-0 re-

seat 
gob­

rule as 
Georgia

streak on the line. They 
Region 1-AAA and South 
•’AAA” champs.

Caoch Calvin Ramsey’s 
Blue Devils compiled a

at the local stadium from 
to 7,500.

A total of 2,812 reserved 
tickets for the game were

Valdosta Wildcats and 
Blue Devils.

The weatherman says 
tures will be in the 40 
gree range when the

State Title

Timo Staff Photo

defeat to win with 
ishes.

Certainly they

Raw Courage Made 1960 
ildcats ‘Great Team’

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

Clear, but cold, weather and a 
record crowd' are in the offing 
for tonight's state championship 
football battle here between the

action gets underway at 8 p. m.
But more than 8,000 fans, 

“armed” with overcoats, ear 
muffs blankets and other as­
sorted cold weather gear, are ex­
pected to be on hand at Cleve­
land Field to see the unbeaten 
‘Cats and Imps vie for the Class 
AAA grid crown.

Bleacher seats have been erect­
ed in the end zone and chairs 
have been placed along the side 
lines, raising the seating capacity

bled up quickly by fans here and 
at Avondale. And enough adult 
general admission and student 
ducats have already been sold to 
guarantee a turnout of 6,000.

Despite the*heavy advance sale, 
ticket booths at the stadium are 
certain to do a brisk business 
tonight as kickoff time nears.

Coach Wright Bazemore's Wild­
cats will put an 11-game victory

cord as they swept to 4-AAA 
and North Georgia “AAA” honors.

This is the 10th time since he 
became the Wildcats* grid bosse 
in 1940 that Bazemore sends his | 
charges out in quest of a state] 
championship. In the nine pre- J 
vious tries, the ‘Cats were vic­
torious on seven occasions.

However, VHS* other state titles 
were earned in Class B, A and 
AA. This is their first crack at 
the “AAA” crown since moving

1 up to that classification in 1958. 
I The Imps are also going after 
I *AAA” state honors for the first 
I mes. They are newcomers in the

Coach Wright Bazemore has turned out many great 
championship football teams at Valdosta High. But he 
will tell you quickly that none showed any more raw 
courage than his 1960 Wildcats.

All season long he kept evaluating his team much like this.
“This team doesn’t excell at any particular phase of football,” 

I the veteran mentor would say. “But the boys sure have their share 
of plain old fashion guts. They 
simply refuse to give up even 
when the situation starts look­
ing hopeless. That makes it a 
’reat team.”

It is in the record books 
now that the Wildcats won 12 
straight games to become state 

Class AAA champions. Along 
/the way they also picked up 
/the Region 1-AAA and South 
Georgia “AAA” crowns.

In the final three games 
that earned them those titles 
they came from the brink of

classic fin-

beat Avon-
dale’s Blue Devils, 20-14, with 
a heart-stopping “race” to the 
finish line. Not to be denied, 
they did what had to be done 
when it needed to be done the 
most. For them, it was a typi­
cal performance.

GLASSMAN

If you want to know the names of the boys responsible for VHS 
becoming a state champion then get a copy of the squad roster. It 

I was a “team effort” all the way. Even the reserves who saw little 
game action did their part. You don’t win championships unless 
every boy on the squad “pays the price.”

Bazemore, of course, did a masterful coaching job. It was one 
of the best, if not the best, in his long and brilliant career.

I He carried the burden of having to make the decisions that could 
mean success or failure. Bazemore never faltered.

VHS Offense At Its Best
His assistants, Bill Kittrell, J. D. Ronald, Bill Davis and Bill 

Bennett, certainly did their part in the masterminding department. I 
It was a well co-ordinated coaching effort.

Now let’s look at the last chapter in the Wildcats’ storybook 
season.

It was a game in which the Wildcats put on what I thought I 
was their best offensive show of the season. The final 60-yard 
drive that produced the game winning TD with only 29 seconds of 
playing time remaining was a thing of gridiron beauty.

I've said on several occasions that the lightweight 'Cats 
did not have the power to grind for a marker against a tough 
foe. The Wildcats proved I was dead wrong.

To use a football phase, they “crammed the ball right down the 
Blue Devils’ throat.” They moved in short clips ranging from 
eight to one yard right up the middle. The linemen blocked with fury 
and all the backs ran with determination.

While the Imps let fly crippling thrusts against the VHS 
defense with air strikes, they made no headway on the ground. 
And when Avondale threatened to score in the final period when the 
count was deadlocked at 14-14, the Wildcats’ Stop 'em crew re­
fused to budge at the 14 yard line.

Avondale Had Its Heroes
But the game was certainly not a one-sided affair. Valdosta 

kept the pressure on with its strong running game. The ’Cats 
fumbled away a pair of scoring chances, but you’ve got to give 
the Imps credit for their alertness that led to them recovering the 
bobbles.

Halted on the ground, Eddie Pritchett proved his greatness 
with a passing exhibition that will be long remembered by all 
who saw it. This boy is just as good as the folks up in North 
Georgia have been claiming.

Avondale also showed football courage. A team with less de- 
sire might have folded when VHS gained an early 14-0 lead. In­
stead the Imps battled back, tied the score and came oh, so close to 
taking the lead early in the final period.

It was in truth a championship battle. It was a hard-earned, 
but sweet victory for Valdosta. The loss cast a shadow of gloom 
over the Avondale camp. But the Blue Devil faithfuls can be proud. 
The Imps gave it all they had from start to finish.

What more is there that can be said. It was football at its best. A
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WEATHER

Freezing temperatures again 
tonight. Fair and a little warm­
er today with a high of 58. 
Fair and cold tonight, low of 
28. Sunday, partly cloudy, little 
warmer with a high of 60.
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Wildcats Nip Avondale, 20-14
For Their First Triple 4A’ Crown

umumba

Valdosta s Bruce Bennett (25) Digs for Yardage
Avondale’s Mike Barron Kept A Tight Grip to Bring Him Down

s Under
Troop Guard

Score In Last Seconds
To Break 14-14 Deadlock

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta’s courageous Wildcats, who have battled 
big odds all the way this season, kept a football date 
with destiny here last night ^as they scored with only 
29 seconds of playing time remaining to defeat Avondale’s
Blue Devils, 20-14, and claim the state Class
championship.

The ’Cats saw an early 14 point 
lead wiped out by an Avondale 
aerial assault triggered by quar­
terback Eddie Pritchett. Twice the 
Wildcats appeared headed for pay­
dirt, but were stopped by fum­
bles.

But when all the. chips were 
piled high on the middle of the 
table and their gridiron fortune 
was at stake, the Wildcats turn­
ed up aces back-to-back. First 
they halted an Imps thrust with 
a great defensive effort at the 14. 
Then in a race against the. clock, 
they unleased a 16-play assault 
that covered 60 yards and was 
climaxed when Bruce Bennett 
plunged across the goal line from 
a scant six inches out for the 
winning TD. Valdosta reached the 
“promised land” with only 29 sec­
onds to spare.

Cleveland Field bulged with an 
overflow crowd estimated at 8,500. 
But the redhot gridiron duel be­
tween coach Wright Bazemore’s 
Wildcats and coach Calvin Ram- 
sey’s Blue Devils made everyone 
forget the bone chilling cold.

It was the 12th straight victory 
for a youthful Valdosta squad 
that started the season ranked 
with the also-rans and finished it
as undisputed 
champions.

Just as they 
many Valdosta

state Class AAA

have all season, 
players combined

LEOPOLDVILLE, the Congo 
AP) — Ex-Premier Patrice Lu- 
lumba, facing trial for inciting 
ebellion in the army and other 
rimes, was moved out of Leo- 
oldville and put under the guard 
f army chief Joseph Mobutu’s 
lost trusted commando troops. 
Lumumba was driven to Thys- 

ille, 100 miles west of the capital, 
uring the night under a strong 
scort of soldiers with heavy, 
sep-mounted machine guns.
The convoy left the improvised 

ail at the army’s Binza Camp 
ear Leopoldville with its slippery 
risoner shortly before midnight.
The trip was made less than 

even hours after Lumumba, who 
nore than once has evaded arrest 
ir escaped from* the hands of 
jolitical captors, arrived in the 
>ongo capital.

He was flown here Friday after 
>eing captured at Port Francqui, 
n remote Kasai province. His 
capture interrupted a flight by car 
o Stanleyville where he appar- 
ntly intended to make a new bid 
or power.
He arrived here disheveled and 

nanacled and was jeered by on-

their efforts in the triumph. Shar­
ing the honors last night were 
Walter Zant, Bud Hatcher, Rick 
Thomas, Clyo Blanton, Billy Block­
er, Burnice Hiers, Kenny Ruffer, 
Butch Luke, Stan Reaves, Tom­
my Tart, Bruce Bennett, Giles 
Smith, Billy Holtzclaw, Wally Col­
son, Gary Minchew, Bill Myddle- 
ton, Skipper Prewitte, Ray Ben­
nett, Charlie Harris, Frank 
Wetherington, Billy Schroer, Al­
len Holt, Foy Norwood, Jerry 
Reaves, Bobby Grondahl and 
Jimmy Adams.

This is the eighth state title for 
VHS under Bazemore’s guidance 
since 1940. But this one is extra 
special. It is the first “AAA”

Continued On Page 2

By SERGEANT

ookers and cuffed by 
ioldiers.
Taken to Thysville 

vere his three male

Congolese

with him 
traveling

companions, who also were ar­
rested at Port Francqui.

Mobutu placed his prize prison­
ers in the personal charge of Col.

high school 
Bazemore, 

in Georgia 
circles, had 
a sparkling

AAA

■football.
the winningest coach 
high school football 
just been presented 
1961 stationwagon.

Bazemore 
Given Car
At Game

By TOMMY NEWSOM
“I’m the luckiest coach in the 

world.”
Wright Bazemore, grinning 

from ear to ear, stood on Cleve­
land Field amid a crush of Wild­
cat fans and well-wishers Friday 
night and said, in essence, what 
he has often times said before; 
namely, that there is no place 
like Valdosta when it comes to

In his hand he clutched the 
AAA championship game football 
and in a nearby locker room his 
young grid warriors were shout- 
MKLthe tops of their lungs as 
they took victory showers, wash-* 
ing the dirt, but not the memory 
of their 20-14 victory over Avon-
dale away. f

Now, the admiring 
ed near.

fans crowd-

“I appreciate this very much
(the car). It is the nicest thing
that has ever happened to me,” 
Bazemore said.

“ThaVs—the reason I like to' 
stay in Valdosta. The finest folks 
in the world, bar hone, are right 
here. And I am the luckiest coach 
in the world.”

“What about this team?” a re-, 
porter asked.

“I have pride in them. What 
else can you say about the bunch 
of little monkeys,” Bazemore 
beamed. “I’m so proud of them
I could bust.”

Eddie Zant, president of the 
Valdosta Touchdown Club, pre­
sented the new car to Bazemore

Continued On Page 2

Five Youths Are Cleared 
In Slaying of Minister

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLUMBUS, Ga.—An interview with an Army sergeant at Ft. 
Meade, Md., has cleared five white youths questioned in the knife 
slaying of an Alabama Methodist minister, police report.

Police Chief W. F. Tuggle of 
Muscogee County said Friday
night three Georgia 
ported by telephor 
land that the ser 
not identified, 
stories told ’"

^icers re- 
n Mary- 

ho was 
1 the

ing away underbrush in the area 
where the minister’s body was 
found in an all-out attempt to lo-
cate the weapon used.

The police chief said 
becoming convinced the 
occurred in Muscogee

he was 
slaying 
County.

satis'
Howpvnr-. hp -said -investigators 
still v not sure where^^miri-

■ii||

—■Times Staff Photos

Man ltfs Sure Cold Out There
Ronny Mills Kept Warm, and Saw the Game



Page 2—Valc'osta, Times, Sat., Dec. 3, 1960

Lowndes Girl Injured 
In Citi Traffic Mishaps

By TIMES STAFF WRITER

A 12-year-old Lowndes County 
girl was injured irt a rash of 
Valdosta accidents Friday and to­
day.

Ester Mae Jackson of Rte. 4, 
Valdosta, was bruised on the fore­
head at 7:40 p. in. Friday in a 
wreck at the intersection of Park 
Avenue and Lee Street, police re­
ported.

A car driven by Emory Mitch­
ell, 17, of 211 W. Branch St. ran 
into the side of a car driven by 
Fred Jackson, 49, Rte. 4, Val­
dosta, at the intersection, ac­
cording to police.

C. Scruggs, 35, 104 Jacquelyn St., 
at the intersection of Ann Street 
and N. Toombs Street. The mis­
hap occurred at 12:05 p. m. Fri­
day, said police.

A car driven by Jimmy E. 
Story, 27, 614 W. Tharpe St., 
struck the left rear of an auto­
mobile in front of David Grocery 
on east U. S. 84, reported police.

The other car was driven by 
Randall G. Hunter, 913 E. Park 
Ave., said police. No charge was 
made. The mishap occurred at 
9:30 a. m. today.

George E. Carter, 33, of 111 
Pendleton Dr. was driving a car 
that rammed into the rear of a 
stopped auto in the 300 block of 
N. Patterson St. at 10:10 a. m. 
today.

Joseph H. Pierce, 51, 704 Oak 
St., was the driver of the other 
car. Carter was charged with

Mitchell was charged with run­
ning a stop sign, no brakes, hav­
ing wreck, according to police.

In another accident, the brakes i 
failed on a car driven by Vir­
ginia S. Pitts, 39, N. Field Road,
and hit an auto driven by Betty । reckless driving.

ON ANIMALS

^ancer Vaccine Possible 
Says Expert After Tests *
TULSA, Okla. (AP)—A cancer 

specialist says vaccines already 
have proved up to 95 per cent ef-

Cohen's Trial
Set On April 3

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
judge has set ex-mobster Mickey 
Cohen’s trial on federal income 
tax evasion charges for April 3.

“A defendant is entitled to a 
speedy trial whether he wants it. 
or not,” federal Judge George H. 
Boldt of Tacoma, Wash., said Fri-l 
day in refusing a defense request 
for postponement.

The government asks a half-mil­
lion dollars in back taxes from 
Cohen and has filed 13 counts of 
tax evasion against him. The one­
time West Coast gambling king­
pin claims he lives on borrowed 
money.

—La Offers
Continued From Page 1

fective in preventing some animal 
cancers.

And it is possible that vaccina­
tion will be the answer to cancer 
in humans Dr. John R. Heller 
told the Oklahoma division of the 
American Cancer Society Friday 
night.

Dr. Heller, president of the 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center in New York City, said 
that eight different types of ani­
mal cancers definitely have been 
established as caused by viruses. 
On some of these, he said, cancer 
vaccines proved 95 per cent pre­
ventively effective.

“Our job is first to try to pre­
vent cancer,” he declared. “If we 
can’t prevent it then we can try 
to cure it. If not that, we can ar­
rest it or palliate it.

“Looking ahead, it is not im­
probable that a cancer—perhaps 
leukemia—may be found to be 
caused by a virus of a combina­
tion of viruses. Once a viral agent 
is incriminated, the immunization 
is possible.

“We presently know about 400

—Times Staff Photo

—Photo by Barclay Woodward

Burnice Hiers Cuts Down Butch Van Dyke

Coach Wright Bazemore Has Worried Look
Scans Bench For Player He Wants To Send In

This Kind of Blocking Helped Produce VHS Win

'Dosta Clips Imps
Continued From Page 1 But the Imps quickly got back 

crown for the Wildcats since they in the ball game when Pritchett 
moved up to that classification in I passed to 6-6 end Freddy Guy for 
1958. a marker on a play that covered

In their march to championship 
honors, the ’Cats won their last 
three games with miracle-like fin­
ishes. It took a bushel basket full 
of determination for the ’Cats to 
hand Avondale, the North Georgia 
titleholder, its first licking in 13 
outings. Valdosta earned the right 
to go for state honors by winning 
the South Georgia title.

While VHS scored one of its 
TD’s via the aerial route, the 
game for the most part pitted the 
Wildcats’ hard-hitting ground as­
sault against the Blue Devils’ 
swift-striking passing attack.

During the early going the WHd- 
its looked like they might be on 
eir way to a rout. In the first 
'riod they covered 45 yards in 
; plays for a TD. Bennett got 
is one on a sweep around right

STATISTICS,
Vai. Avon.

Birst Downs 19 6
Tards Rushing 733 6
yards Passing 36 176
Passing 3-4 4-9
Passes InR. by 2 0 0
Fumbles Lost ,^' 2 0
Punliog 1-^0 4-29.5
’enalties 1-5 2-10

id for the final yard. Smith boot- 
the extra point.

In the second stanza, VHS mov- 
66 yards in 11 plays for TD 

mber two. The Wildcats went 
>m their own 34 to the Avon- 
!e 29 afoot. Then Bennett passe?] 
Smith the remaining 29 yards 

’ a score. Smith’s PAT boot 
is good and ’Dosta was out front 
0.

★ ★ ★

-Bazemore Going To Hospital
Continued from Page 1 

inutes after the championship 
ime was over.
The car was given on behalf 
all Valdosta football fans as an 

preciation token for Bazemore’s 
>rk with the young team.
Checks for $350 apiece went 

assistant coaches Bill Davis, 
11 Bennett, Bill Kittrell, and 
D. Roland.

Herchel Hamill was presented a 
0 check.
With the state championship 
•own wrapped up, Bazemore 
Ians now to enter the hospital 
ere Sunday night for an opera- 
on he has been putting off all 
eason.
Unknown, to many Wilde? fan*.

52 yards. Pritchett added the ex­
tra point.

Early in the third period the 
‘Cats fumbled away a scoring 
chance at the Avondale 20. The 
Imps promptly moved 80 yards 
back up the field in five plays 
to score. Avondale started roll­
ing with a 48-yard pass play from 
Pritchett to4 Guy. Then Pritchett 
tossed 27 yards, to Mike Herron 
in the end zone. When Avondale’s 
do-everything back Pritchett kick­
ed the extra point the score was 
tied 14-14.
Valdosta, which kept its 

attack in high gear all the way, 
was on the move once again at 
the Avondale 29 when it lost the 
ball on a fumble.

Avondale had a long way to go, 
but came within a whisker of 
scoring, Pritchett tossed a short, 
screen pass to Tommy Carlisle. 
Th® Blue Devil fullback, with a 
great individual effort, went 59 
yards before Valdosta’s Stan 
Reaves hauled him down at the 
17. Reaves was the last Wildcat 
who had a chance to stop Carlisle.

Two running tries and a pair of 
passing efforts failed to dent the 
VHS stonewall defense. Stan 
Reaves stopped one running try 
with a solo-tackle at the line of 
scrimmage. Tommy Tart broke 
up one pass and Smith leaped 
high to bat another out of the 
hands of Avondale’s “mile-high” 
flankman Guy.

★ ★ ★

Imps had recovered the Valdosta 
fumble that came just before the 
final Cat drive.

“I think we could have scored,” 
he said.

He said, too, that things might 
have been different if Carlisle, 
his fullback, had moved faster 
when he was in the open and 
headed for the goal on the last 
play in the third.

As it turned out, Stan Reeves 
stopped the runner.

Avondale came to town in fine 
fashion.

Seven c 1 busses brought 
the fans ^am; one group
flew do t

At 6 ^ county

That was the end of the line 
for the Imps. An exchange of 
punts followed. There was six 
minutes to play when the Wild­
cats took over on their own 40 
yard lines.

With what Bazemore termed 
their “best drive of the season,” 
the not-to-be-d e n i e d Wildcats 
gouged their way 60 yards right 
through the heart of the Avon­
dale defense to score. The block­
ing was crisp and the backs ran 
with determination to make the 
last chance bring success Smith’s 
PAT kicking try was blocked, but 
the issue had already been 
settled.

Attack leaders for Valdosta 
were Ruffer, Hiers, Bruce Ben­
nett and Smith. Ruffer blasted 
his way for 97 yards on 19 tries. 
Hiers accounted for 83 yards on 
22 runs. Bennett got 34 yards on 
12 carries and Smith picked up 
26 on nine tries. Three passes 
that accounted for 36 yards were 
Bennett-to-S m i t h efforts. The 
Wildcats had to punt only one 
time, and Smith boomed a 40- 
yarder.

During the drive that produced 
the game-winning marker, Hiers 
gained 33 yards on seven tries 
and Ruffer accounted for 23 
yards on four carries. The men 
up front paved the way with 
sharp blocking.

Ray Bennett led VHS in the 
tackle department. He made a 
shoe-string stop of Guy on one 
occasion when it looked like the 
tall end might go all the way 
after catching a pass.

Holt, Myddleton, Stan Reaves 
and Blocker had busy nights on
defense. Each made five stops. 
Blanton and Luke, did their share 
with three tackles apiece.

While the Imps’ fabled Pritch­
ett ended up with minus 31 yards 
on eight running tries, he more 
than offset it by completing four 
passes that accounted for 176 
yards and a pair of touchdowns.

Herron, another highly rated 
Blue Devil, showed his talent by 
making 11 tackles. Pritchett was 
next in this department with nine 
stops. Ronnie Campbell, Carlisle, 
Jimmy Thompson and Butch 
Van Dyke were others who show­
ed well on defense for the 
visitors.

Score By Quarters:
Valdosta __ -___ 7 7 0 6—20
Avondale 0 7 7 0—14

Eagles Have 
Sights On 
NFL Crown

By JIM KENSIL 
Associated Press Sports Writer 
The last time the Philadelphia 

Eagles and Coach Buck Shaw 
were in a title game was 1949. 
The Eagles won and Shaw lost. 

Now they’d like to win together, 
but first they must beat the St. 
Louis Cardinals Sunday to clinch 
the Eastern Conference crown in 
the National Football League. The 
Eagles are 5-point road favorites 
to score their ninth straight vic­
tory.

That would give Shaw as many 
victories as he totaled in the past 
two seasons, his first with the

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

Brooks County High’s boys and 
girls kept their season record 
clean here last night as they took 
a double header from Mitchell 
County, of Camilla, the girls win­
ning, 67-22, and the boys, 74-51.

Linda Martin and Jeanette 
Brantley shot 23 and 22 points, 
respectively, as coach George 
Eanes’ Tigerettes won their third 
in as many starts. The Brooks 
County misses, 1959-60 state 
champions, had ?n th^ir wav as

TRIMS MITCHELL

Brooks County Keeps 
Hoop Record Clean

Coach Charles Cooper’s Tigers 
also made it three in a row as 
they downed the Mitchell five, 
74-52.

Four of the Brooks starters hit 
in double figures. Forwards Ron­
ald Lastinger and Don7 Furney 
got 16 and 14 points, respectively, 
with guard Albert Sykes cor­
nering 14 and guard Wayne Coop­
er getting 12 points. Russell Dees 
got 18 points for the Mitchell 
County boys.

The entire Tiger squad saw ac- 
• _ ^„ ua 18-10. 37-21 and



f SAMMY Il

GLASSMAN
Times Sports Editor

Coaches Don’t Believe 
In Luck-Or Do They?

Most coaches and players will tell you they really 
don’t believe in good luck charms. Still, there are some 
who contend there just might be something to the idea.

For the first game that Valdosta’s Wildcats played this season, 
line coach Bill Kittrell wore a white, short sleeve shirt. Since it 
was a warm night, he was dressed accordingly.

For each game after that 
the mentor wore the same 
shirt. He snagged the collar, 
but his wife patched it up and 
the “good luck” shirt remained 
in “service.”

When the Wildcats went 
against Avondale for the state 
tilt it was a very, very cold 
night. But there was Kittrell 
on the sideline dressed as if it 
were a warm summer after­
noon.

“I don’t guess my shirt had 
anything to do with us win­
ning the championship,” Kit­
trell said. “But then maybe it 
did. I just didn’t want to take 
any chances. But you know, 
I was never cold. I guess I was 
living on excitement.”
; VHS grid boss Wright 
Bazemore believes that sound 
fundamentals are the key to GLASSMAN

1

success in football. Still, he has a special, lucky green tie he wea: 
^ry time his charges play.



Special Flower Arrangement for Coach
Valdostax.. High tri-captains Burnice Hiers, Allen Holt and Rav Ronnott nM»B»»

>s™£«^^ s ^“^



FUTURE BRIGHT 
AT VALDOSTA

Key Personnel to Return;
Other State Kings Also Strong

By GENE ASHER 
The football outlook at Valdosta is so bright that 

not even coach Wright Bazemore can find fault.
After his Wildcats beat Avon-, 

dale. 20-14, last weekend for the 
State Class AAA high school foot­
ball championship, Bazemore 
commented, “we should be a lit­
tle stronger next year.

•‘Most of our key personnel 
will be back and we hope they 
will be bigger and better than 
they were this year.”

Although the picture is not as 
rosy elsewhere, state champions 
Waytross (AA). Dublin (A), 
Washington-Wilkes (B) and Lin­
colnton <C> all expect continued 
prosperity.

Valdosta will return six start­
ers from its title team, including 
quarterback Bruce Bennett, one 
of the top rushers in Region 1- 
AAA. halfback Kenny Ruffer. the 
brilliant punt returner, and tack­
les Bill Myddleton and Billy 
Schroer, two of the hardest 
chargers on the line.

Fullback Burnice Riers, end 
Billy Blocker, center Allen Holt 
and guards Jimmy Adams and 
Ray Bennett will be graduated 
this June, but there should be 
adequate replacements among 
the 34 returnees. 

♦ • •
BAZEMORE WILL have seven 

apds, nine tackles, five guards,

two centers and 11 backs next fl 
season who saw service with the L 
1960 champs. 9

Coach Earl O’Neal will be with- 9 
out the brilliant Jimmy Guy and | 
Darrell Page at Way cross but in | 
halfback Marvin Hurt, he should 
have the top halfback in the I 
state. He also will have 31 | 
others back who played with the 1 
title team.

“We won’t be as big,” O’Neal 
said, “but with luck, we could I 
be just as successful.”

At Dublin, Coach Minton Wil- I 
Hams will have more experience 
next year .than he did in his 
title winning seasons of 1960 and 
1959.

Ten seasoned players return, 
including all the regular guards 
and tackles, and the brilliant 
Tennyson Coleman, who gained 
700 yards this season in five 
games.
At Washington-Wilkes, Coach 

Charles Grisham will be minus 
tailback Charlie Greshman who 
scored 228 points, and powerful 
fullback Mack DeVaughn. But 
the heart of the line returns, i.e., 
tackle David Bentley, end Jack 
Thornton, and guard Chuck Vin* 
son.

ILL BAZEMORE STYLISH1 
IN HOSPITAL JOURNEY

Happy Valdosta Fans Give Car
After Title Win Over Avondale

By GENE ASHER
Atlanta Journal Staff Writer

VALDOSTA, Ga., Dec. 3—Valdosta High Football
Coach Wright Bazemore goes to the hospital Sunday 
but he won’t mind the trip at all.

He’ll ride in style, driving a 
brand-new 1961 Chevrolet station 
wagon, and hugging the state 
Class AAA football championship 
trophy.

Bennett got the first touchdown 
on a one-yard sneak, passed 29 
yards to Giles Smith for the sec­
ond score and sneaked one yard 
for the winning tally.

♦ ♦ ♦

BENNETT, fighting the clock 
as well as an aroused band of 
Blue Devils, directed the payoff 
drive masterfully. He probed for 
an enemy weak spot, located it 
on the left side and then ham­
mered away on seven straight 
quickies. He covered the last 
seven yards himself on keepers.
Avondale .............. 0 7 7 0—14
Valdosta ......................... 7 7 0 6—20

Avondale Scoring: TDs—Guy (51. pass 
from Pritchett, run); Herron (27, pass 
from Pritchett). PATs—Pritchett, 2, 

' kick).
Valdosta Scoring: TDs—Bennett, 2, (V 

■run; 1, sneak); Smith (29, pass from 
Bennett, and run). PATs—Smith, 2, 

i (kicks).

Bazemore won the trophy. Fri­
day night at overflowing Cleve­
land Field when his Wildcats beat 
Avondale, 20-14, in the most stir­
ring football finish in many a 
year. A record 9,000 fans watched. 
Immediately afterward, Bazemore 
was presented the automobile by 
the football fans of Valdosta.

* * *
STRUCK WITH a kidney attack 

Friday morning Bazemore got 
| just what the doctor ordered Fri- 
I day night when his team climaxed 
I a 60-yard drive with the winning 
I touchdown with 29 seconds left in 
I the game. It was the eighth state 

title in 18 years for a Bazemore- 
coached Valdosta team and by far 
the most satisfying. The ’60 Wild­
cats are predominately sopho­
mores and juniors.

Valdosta won because it had 
more team speed, protected the 
flanks against Ed Pritchett’s roll­
outs refused to be sucked in on 

' trap plays and controlled the ball 
most of the way.

The Wildcats put tremendous 
pressure on Pritchett, throwing 
him for a minus 31 yards. They 
limited the Blue Devils to only 
six yards rushing and six first 
downs while accumulating 19 
first downs and 233 yards them­
selves.
But Pritchett never was stopped 

completely. With his mates down 
' 14-0 early in the second quarter, 

he put them back into contention 
with a 52-yard touchdown pass to

AVONDALE (14) VALDOSTA (20) 
6 First Downs 19 
6 Yards Rushing 233 
176 Yards Passing 36 
10 Yards Penalized 5

Freddie Guy. He made a new 
ball game in the third quarter, 
completing a 48-yard pass to Guy
and a 27-yard touchdown 
to Mike Herron, and he’ 
broke up the game with a 
pass to Tommy Carlisle

strike 
almost 
screen 
for 60

yards. He also kicked both extra 
points.

Pritchett’s pass to Carlisle 
pushed the Blue Devils to the j 
Valdosta 17. But they made only 
three yards on the next four 
downs.

The Wildcats threatened to turn 
the game into a rout early. They 
drove 45 yards in 13 plays for a 
score the first time they got pos­
session and went 66 yards in 11 
plays in the second period. Bruce



Wildcats
Honored
At Supper

Valdosta High's 1960 state Class I 
AAA football champions were | 
honored at a steak supper last [ 
night.

The annual affair was sponsor­
ed by the First National Bank, I 
the Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
and Pepsi Cola. Bottling Company 
with the assistance of Foremost 
Dairies and Carr Consolidated 
Biscuit Company.

The event was held at the First 
National Bank Lodge.

The Wildcats, who posted a 
12-0 record during their cham­
pionship sweep, were honored 
guests along with VHS grid boss 
Wright Bazemore and his assist­
ants Bill Kittrell, Bill Bennett 
and Johnny Roland, Another VHS 
coach, Bill Davis, was unable to 
attend.

They received a round of con­
gratulations, including one from 
Valdosta mayor Maxwell Oliver.

•'You boys are great champ­
ions,” the mayor said. “I speak 

I for all the people of Valdosta 
when I offer my congratulations 
for the fine season you had.

"You not only played outstand­
ing football, but showed the finest 
sportsmanship all the way. You 
are a credit to our city and we 
are proud of you.”

Bazemore, speaking for all the 
coaches and players, expressed 
thanks for all that everyone has 
done to help the Wildcats.

"It is things like this supper 
that lets the boys know the peo­
ple are behind them,” Bazemore 
said. •'Believe me, it helps them 
to play better football.

"We had a great deal of help I 
and encouragement from many 
different groups and people. 
That's why coaching in Valdosta | 
is such a great pleasure.

“I want to take this occasion j 
to thank everyone for the many 
kind and wonderful things they 
have done for us.”

‘Dosta, Brooks 
In Title Bouts

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

Basketball starts moving in on 
the high school sports scene this 
week, blit two teams in the area 
— the Valdosta Wildcats and 
Brooks County Tigers — still 
have important football dates to 
keep.

With a thrilling 14 - 13 victory 
over LaGrange’s tough Grangers 
last Friday, coach Wright Baze­
more’s Wildcats nailed down the

most certain to want to play the week for the North Georgia 
Wildcats in Augusta. [championship.

In the Northern sector of the । The state finals, on tap three 
state, North Fulton (10-0) will I weeks from now, will match the 
meet Southwest (9-1) for the 3- victors from North and South 
AAA crown and Avondale (10-0) Georgia.
faces South Cobb (8-1-1) for the Under the rotation system it is 
4-AAA championship in regional I the South Georgia champ’s year 
playoff games this week. ' to pick the site for state title 

The survivors will tangle next I game. _____

Region 1-AAA championship and ■ 
finished regular season play with ■ 
a perfect 10-0 record.

The ‘Cats now move into the I 
playoff for the South Georgia I 
“AAA” championship. Their op- f 
ponent will be the 2-AAA champ. 1

Richmond Academy of Augusta 1 
leads in 2-AAA, but must beat | 
Aquinas this week to clinch the I 
title. Richmond Academy is a I 
heavy favorite.

* * *
That means VHS will have an 1 

open date this Friday and play I 
for the South Georgia crown on I 
Friday, Nov. 25.

Brooks County is down for ac­
tion this coming Friday night. | 
Coach Walter Foys charges will I
meet the Ware County Gators in 
a playoff for the 1-A title.

Brooks, with a 7-2-1 record in 
all games, is the 1-A (West) title­
holder. Ware finished regular sea­
son play with a 5-5 mark, but’ 
had a perfect 4-0 chart in its 
march to the 1-A (East) crown.

Brooks and Ware will tangle at 
Tifton — a neutral site.

i This week Valdosta will be 
watching and waiting for the 2- 
AAA folks to decide their issue.

Richmond Academy, unbeaten 
H in nine starts this year, tops the 
,tf|2-AAA standings with a 6-0 mark.. 

Savannah and Benedictine share; 
(second place with matching 5-1 

■ records.
If Richmond defeats Aquinas, a 

| team with a 2-4-2 record, the 
H Musketeers can claim regional 

honors and a South Georgia play- 
I off berth.

Should Richmond become an 
I upset victim, then it would have 
J to meet the winner of the Savan­

nah-Benedictine in a special play­
off for 2-AAA honors.

The way things look now, Val­
dosta fans can start making plans 

I for a long football trip to Augusta 
on Nov. 25.

♦ ♦ *
Under a rotation system now 

in force, the 2-AAA winner gets 
I to pick the site for the South 
I Georgia playoff this year. If the 
। M u s k e t e e r s become 2-AAA i 
I champs as expected they are al- ’



Deers Hand Kittens^/al dost a, Lowndds

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES
DOERUN — Accounting for al­

most half of their points on foul 
shots, Doerun’s Deers trimmed 

। Valdosta’s Kittens, 58-48, here 
last night.

The defeat tumbled Coach Bill j 
Davis’ Kittens from the ranks of 

I the unbeaten. They had won five ’

in a row before bowing to Doerun
It was the tenth triumph in 13 

outings for coach J. C. Fincher’s 
Deers.

In a boys duel between the Val­
dosta “B” team and the Doerun 

I varsity, VHS notched a 51-37 tri- 
' umph. It was the fourth straight

win for the Dosta Bees.
Little Garland Whiddon swished 

the nets for 39 points to spark the 
Deers in the winning effort 
against the Kittens. She hit for 10 
field goals and 19 foul shots.

While the Valdosta girls finished 
with an 18-15 edge in field goals, J 
Doerun more than off set it from 
the foul line. The Deers made 
good on 28 of 43 foul shots. The 
Kittens sank 12 of 21 from the 
free throw line.

Valdosta was charged with 28 
fouls and lost four guards via the 
five - fouls route. Doerun was 
charged with 16 fouls.

Lucille Dawson with 18 points, 
; Shelby Blanton with 15 and Patty . 
I Nichols with 13, were scoring 

leaders for the Kittens

Betty Blackstock swished the 
nets for 17 points to help the Doe­
run cause.

During the early going the game 
was a see-saw affair. Midway the 
final period the score was dead­
locked at 46-46. The Deers closed 
with a rush to win.

In the boys game, Clyo Blanton 
scored 12 points to lead the Val­
dosta B-team’s attack. Jerry 
Grantham with 22 markers, was 
top scorer for Doerun.

GIRLS

Face Region Tests
BY SAMMY GLASSMAN 

Times Sports Editor
well in the Valdosta sextet's 55-1 will decide the seeding for th<

Valdosta’s Wildcats and Kit­
tens, idle since Nov. 19, get back 
into the high school basketball 
swim on Friday night.

The VHS quintet will be meet­
ing Warner Robins here that 
night in their first Region 1-AAA 
tests.

There will be plenty of other

31 opening night win. I tourneys.
A pair of Region 1-A (East) I Coach Jack Jarrard’s Hahir 

battles are in the offing tomor- boys and girls have matching i 
row night at the LOHI gym when I records. The Cook boys have 
Jeff Davis comes to town to meet 12-2 mark and the Adel sextet
Lowndes County.

Coach Carlton Adams’ Eagles
3-1.

Cook’s Hornets knocked Broo
have a 2-3 record. Coach Noel I County from the ranks of the t 
George’s LOHI girls have a 1-41 beaten on Tuesday to boost t 

। mark. Both are 0-2 in regional I stock of coach Wyatt Grime
action tomorrow night with Jeff I play. Both halted losing skids quintet. .। acuon lumonvw nigm witii ueii piay. xmhu uaueu tubing 
Davis (Hazelhurst) at Lowndes I with triumphs on Tuesday. 
County, Cook County (Adel) at I While the 1-A (East) tit

While the Brooks eagers to
While the 1-A (East) title will I bled, coach George Eanes’ g

Hahira, Clinch County (Homer- be decided in end-of-the-year from Quitman return to ad
.Ek, <1  k-,__ 1  C__ k tournaments, all regular season this weekend with a four ga
(Nashville) vs Tifton at Enigma, loop matches are important. They I victory streak intact. |
ville) at Broxton, Berrien County

Climax at Brooks County (Quit-
man), Lanier 
at Georgia 
(Dasher) and 
Jasper, Fla.

County (Lakeland)' 
Christian Institute 
Ft. White, Fla., at

They are Clyo Blanton (5-10,1 
fresh.), Foy Norwood (5-11,1 
fresh.), Bruce Bennett (5-11, jr.), 
Giles Smith (5-9, soph.), Billy 
Schroer (6-0, soph.), Stan Reaves 
(5-10, soph.), and Rick Thomas 
(5-9, soph.).

All in this group were varsity 
squadmen last winter. Bennett 
saw enough action to be consider- 

i ed a regular.

Valdosta ~k_____ 10 29 41 48
Doerun ______ k ___ 16 31 45 58

VALDOSTA (48) — Blanton 15, 
Nichols 13, Dawson 18. McClenny 
2. Katz. Mayo, Lashley, Baze­
more. Knoll, Rodgers.

DOERUN (58) — Blackstock 17, 
Whiddon 39, Tavlor 2. Wheeler, 
Cato, Hathcock. Coopmsn, Gay.

BOYS

However, the ‘Cats are expect­
ed to open against the Demons 
with Tommy Johnson, A1 v i e 
Steel, Ike Harrell, Bill Wisenbak- 
er and Leo Wells in the lineup. I 
They saw most of the front-line] 
action against Hahira.

Probable starters for the Kit-1 
tens are Shelby Blanton,, Mary 
Ann Mayo, Lucille Dawsori, Pat-' 
ty Nichols, Delores Lashley and 
Sue Katz. All of these showed

Doerun ___ __ ___ :___ 10 19 29 37
VHS Bees ___ _____ 10 24 36 51

DOERUN (37) — Grantham 22, 
Hammack 9, Bell 6, Clayton, 
Sykes. Gilley, Caro.

VALDOSTA “B” (51)—Blanton 
J2. Johnson 10, Wells 9, Reaves 6,

4, Crowe 2, Thomas M 
2, Watson 4.
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I Times Sports Editor
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Long Grid Season Causes
Problems For VHS Cagers 

k^BhSSS™ 
ln °T process the ’Cats had to extend their grid I

*"?“/" «^e weeks. And this has resulted in some problems to
the VHS basketball crew.

Kittrell, a line coach in 
football, got one group of hard­
wood candidates started with 
basketball early. Then he had 
another group of candidates 
that didn’t report until the 
gridiron action was over.

The VHS quintet has played 
five games, but Kittrell is still 
unable to tell which is his best 
•’combination.”

•’You’ll get no complaint 
from me because some of the 
basketball candidates were late • 
starting because of football,” 
Kittrell said. “But it does leave 
us in this position. We’ve 
played five games, but we still 
aren't organized.

•’Tve done a lot of experi­
menting so far. That is Tve 
played a lot of different boys. 
I ve done it for two reasons. 
To begin with I’m still looking 
trying to develop some ’depth.’ ' 
line experience and are ready t

GLASSMAN
for our best combination. I’m also 
The more boys who have had front- 
3 go, the better we will be at tour­

nament time. That’s our chief objective, to try to be ready at 
tournament time.”

In their five early season outings, the Wildcats have won two 
games and lost three. They’ve met just one Region 1-AAA opponent, 
Warner Robins, and dropped a 59-49 decision to the highly re­
garded Demons.

The ’Cats have split a pair of games with Hahira, beaten Ber­
rien County and lost to Lowndes County, all non-regional opponents.

Kittrell has tested quite a few of his candidates. The list 
includes Ike Harrell (6-1, sr.), Ray Register (5-10, sr.), John 
Gayle (5-11, sr.), Bill Wisenbaker (5-11, jr.), Alvie Steele (5-10, jr.), 
Leo Wells (5-11, jr.), Tommy Johnson (5-11, jr.), Mike Watson 
(5-9, jr.), Giles Smith (5-9, soph), Stan Reaves (5-10), soph), and 
Foy Norwood (5-11, fresh). Several others have played and they 
may figure in the picture later on.

Too Early To Tell
You will note that the tallest player in the group is Harrell and 

he is Just 6-1. You will also note there are just three seniors in the 
group. That means experience is lacking.

If he can shake a back injury, there will be one more candi­
date reporting after the Christmas holidays. He is Bruce Bennett, 
a 5-11 junior who saw some front-line action last winter. A back 
muscle that he pulled during the grid campaign has kept Bennett 
off the hardwood.

It all boils down to the fact that it is still too early to tell 
just how the Wildcats are going to fare over the long haul. 
Lacking height and experience and playing in a very, very fast 
league they havo their work cut out for them.

But Kittrell is hoping that once the ’Cats have a chance to 
’’organize” they will start showing the kind of improvement that 
pays victory dividends. .

As for the Kittens, they have gotten off to a good start this
year, winning their first five.

They gained a 50-48 win over Warner Robins in their only 
regional test so far. The girls 1-AAA title will be decided on 
regular season records in league competition. That means the 
victory over Robins was an important one.

Kittens Off To Good Start
••We've looked good at times, but we still have a long way to 

go,” Davis said in evaluating his team’s ^°™“^ “) £ucille

Dawson (5-7, soph_. the t actjon. Betty

is p»i"i» • ^™“
Kittens’ second leading scorer. But an old knee inj y 
her out of action so far ^ y<^ ’ . jt J still t00 early to tell

Sly viewrio are certainly encoura«,n2. .. J™»



Eagles 'Cats;

BY SAMMY GLASSMAN 

Times Sports Editor

Lowndes County’s Golden 
Eagles and* Valdosta’s Kittens 
were the victors in a clash of 
VHS and LOHI basketball forces 

; here last night.
Coach Carlton Adams’ Eagles 

shaded coach Bill Kittrell’s Val­
dosta Wildcats, 53-49, in a spirited 

F and exciting duel that was not 
settled until the final seconds of 
Play.

Coach Bill Davis’ Kittens ex­
tended their unbeaten string to 
four games with a 56-28 triumph 
over coach Noel George’s Lown­
des sextet. 

* * *
It was the boys teams repre­

senting the cross-town rivals that 
staged the thriller. In their game 
the score was either tied or 
changed hands a total of 21 
times.

The Eagles hit with a just a 
/ shade better accuracy from the 

free throw line and tipped the 
scales in their favor. Each team 
was charged with 13 fouls. Each 
made 19 field goals. But while 
LOHI was sinking 15 of 20 foul 
shots, the ‘Cats hit on just 11 
of 18 tries from the free throw 
line. That gave Lowndes its four- 
point edge, but the Eagles didn’t 

* settle the issue until the last 
minute of play.

Bobby Eason gunned in 21 
points, Calvin VanVlake hit for 
17 and Vai Walden accounted for 
11 to spark the LOHI attack. Eas- 

I on was also the Eagles’ leading 
rebounder with 12 followed by 
Jerry Goodson, 10, and Walden, 
9. David Cowart helped the 

I cause with some slick floor work.
* * *

Bill Wisenbaker swished the 
n nets for 14 points to set the scor­

ing pace for the ‘Cats. Alvie 
Steele, Ike Harrell and Ray 
Register, with 8 points each, 
were next.

£ Leo Wells picked off eight re­
bounds to lead VHS in that de­
partment. Wisenbaker got six and 
Harrell four.

Both the Lowndes and Valdosta 
quintets now have even .500 re­
cords. The Eagles are 4-4 and 
the Wildcats are 2-2.

I In the girls game, the Kittens 
were ahead 17-3 at the end of the 
first period and went on from 

' there to victory. The setback was 
the seventh in eight outings for 
(he Lowndes girls.

Shade 
; Win F

Patty Nichols, who has seen 
most of her action at guard in 
the Kittens* earlier games this 
season, started at forward and 
responded with a game-leading, 
24-point effort. She got plenty of 
scoring help from Shelby Blanton 
(12) and Lucille Dawson (11).

* * *
Mary Ann Mayo, Barbara 

Knolls Sue Katz, Delores Lashley 
and Gail Bazemore were the 
guards who sparkled on defense. 
Mayo, an All-State guard last 
season, played forward in the 
kittens’ first three games. She 
went back to her old position 
last and her fine defensive play 
was one reason LOHI managed 
just 12 points in the first half. I

Scoring leader for Lowndes was 
Connie Copeland with nine points. 
Cheryl Spence was next with six.

A total of 50 players saw action 
in the game, with VHS using 30 
and LOHI 20.

GIRLS
Valdosta______ 17 28 48 56
Lowndes Co.  3 12 14 28

VALDOSTA (56) — Blanton 12, 
McClenny 3, S. Matin 2, Dawson 
11, Rodgers 2, M. Smith, Mayo, 
E. Hamill 2, Hand, A. Hamill, 
Katz, Knoll, Elliott, Lashley, 
Bazemore, Geer, Nichols 24, R.

Martin, Sessions, Quattlebaum. 
Johnson, Harris, S. Smith, Shen­
ton, Garvin, Gleason, Roberson.

LOWNDES COUNTY (28) — Al­
len 4, Jones 2, Copeland 9, Porter 
4, Swilly 3, Carter, Trammell, 
Spence 6, McLane, Starling. Dun­
can, Hersey, Dasher, Hare, Wisen­
baker, Lanier.

BOYS
Lowndes Co. ___12 24 33 53
Valdosta______ 10 22 35 49

LOWNDES COUNTY (53) — 
Eason 21, Walden 11, VanVlake 
17, Goodson 2, Cowart 2, Pike.

VALDOSTA (49) — Steele 8, 
Watson 2, Smith 2, Johnson 5, 
Harrell 8, Reaves 1, Wisenbaker 
14, Wells 1, Register 8.
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BOBBY EASON 
« LOHI Leader

Cross-Town Rivals Meet

—Times Staff P
BILL WISENBAKER 

VHS Standout

At Valdosta High's Gym
By SAMMY GLASSMAN 

Times Sports Editor
r A clash between cross-town rivals Valdosta

The VHS and LOHI eagers are 
to meet in a twin-bill slated to 
begin at 7 p. m. at the Valdosta 
High gymnasium.

In other action tonight, Irwin 
County (Ocilla) will be at Cook 
County (Adel); Clinch County 
(Homerville) vs Berrien County 
(Nashville) at Alapaha; Thomas­
ville at Brooks County (Quitman); 
Jennings, Fla., at Lanier County 
(Lakeland) and White Springs, 
Fla., at Jasper, Fla.

The Friday slate calls for Val­
dosta to play at Hahira; Ware 
County (Waycross) at Lowndes 
County; Cook County at Thomas­
ville; Hoboken at Clinch County; 
Brooks County at Cairo and Jasp­
er at Mayo.

Coach Bill Kittrell’s VHS Wild­
cats will carry a 2-1 record into 
their game tonight against coach 
Carlton Adams’ LOHI Golden 
Eagles. The Lowndes quintet has 
a 2-3 mark.

The Valdosta Kittens, guided by 
coach Bill Davis, have clicked 
for three straight wins during the 
early going. Coach Noel George’s 
LOHI sextet has a 1-6 mark.

* * •
Valdosta and Lowndes eagers 

have met just one mutual foe, 
Hahira. The Wildcats edged the 
Tigers, 49-48, while the Eagles 
turned back the Hahira five, 51-43.

The Kittens measured the Ha- 
hira girls, 55-31, while the LOHI 
sextet trimmed them 48-46.

While the Eagles are below the 
.500 mark, they’ve suffered three 
of their losses by the slim total! 
of just five points. Sharpshooter I 
Bobby EaSon has been the Eagles* I 
attack leader. He’s averaging bet-1 

, ter than 17 points a game. Calvin I 
$VanVlake„ Vai Walden, David I

■ I Cowart and Jerry Goodson are 
| other regulars.

The Woldcats’ used “two-pla- 
■ toon” tactics in a recent win over 
■ Berrien County and may stick 
B with the plan tonight.

♦ ♦ ♦

i Seeing action in the last outing । 
I for the ‘Cats were Bill Wisen- 1 
I baker, Alvie Steele, Ray Register, I 
L Leo Wells, Tommy Johnson, John I 
। Gayle, Ike Harrell, Mike Watson, I 

Giles Srpith, Stan Reaves, Phil I 
Crowe, Foy Norwood and Rick I 
Thomas. Wisenbaker hit for 14 I 
points to lead the attack against

| the Rebels.
Probable starters for the Kit­

tens are forwards Shelby Blanton,
, Mary Ann Mayo and Lucille Daw-1 

I son and guards Patty Nichols, I 
y Delores Lashley and Sue Katz. I 
I Forwards Linda Allen, Karen ■ 
I Jones and Connie Copeland and 1 
I guards Lois Trammell, Cheryl S 

Spence and Sue Ann McLane are
J probable starters for the LOHI



PLAY STARTS TONIGHT
IN HAHIRA TOURNEY

HAHIRA — Half of the mem­
bers of the 16-team field go on 
the firing line as play in the 
ninth annual Hahira Christmas 
Invitational basketball tournament 
begins here tonight.

The four-day event gets under­
way at 5:30 p. m. with Valdosta 
meeting Berrien County (Nash­
ville) in a girls division con­
test.

The tournament will be staged 
at the Hahira High gymnasium.

Other first-night games are as 
follows:

» ♦ •
Hahira vs Echols County (boys), 

8:45 p mt Cook County vs 
Fhomasvilie-Central (girls), 8 p. 
m ; Valdosta vs Brooks County 
(Quitman), 9:15 p. m.

The other half of the field will 
swing into action on Wednesday. 
The schedule for that night is 
as follows:

Coffee County vs Lowndes Coun­
ty (girls), 5:30 p. m ; Lowndes 
County vs Nichols (boys), 6:45 
p. m. ; Hahn a vs Nichols (girls), 
8 p. m ; Cook County vs Lanier

County (boys), 9:15 p. m.
Four semi-final round games 

are set for Thursday with the 
finals in both the boys and girls 
divisions to climax the tourna­
ment on Friday.

Coach Bill Davis* Valdosta Kit­
tens are the defending girls 
champions. Boasting a 5-1 record 
in regular season play, they rate 
as strong contenders for champ­
ionship honors again this year.

* * *
Cook County has another high­

ly regarded entry in the girls 
division. Coach Wyatt Grimmer’s 
sextet from Adel won seven - of 
nine regular season games before 
the holiday break. - *

With a well balanced field, a 
wide open race for the boys 
championship is in the offing.

Coach Jack Jarrard’s host Ha­
hira Tigers are the defending 
champs. The Tigers have won 
the tournament three times and 
have been runners-up on three 
other occasions in eight tries. The 
Hahira quintet will begin tourney 
action with a 4-4 record,

Others with the kind of won-loss 
records that stamp them as 
strong contenders are Lanier 
County (9-1), Brooks County (7- 
2), Cook County (5-3) and Lown­
des County (5-4).

Both the Valdosta Wildcats and 
Kittens face stiff opposition in the 
tourney games they play tonight.

* $ *
Cocah Bill Kittrell’s Wildcats 

have a 2-3 record.. One of their 
defeats came at the hands of 
Lowndes County, a team which 
in turn was defeated by Brooks 
County..

The Kittens beat the Berrien 
County-girls in an earlier meet­
ing, but by a slim 49-46 margin. 
The Nashville sextet has a solid 
4-3 record.

Cook County’s girls tamed 
Central 62-46, when they tangled 
in a regular season contest. The 
Hahira and Echols County boys 
will be meeting for the first time 
this season. I

[Cats Face Tigers
Eagles Play Gators

1 one before the boys and girls have matching 3-4

i ball doubleheaders on tap in »e days ^ 1 —" next
^^Se " also calls for Cook - — —“ ’" *“• 
IcJSy <A&>p^yat Th”ma,s’ 

i ville Hoboken at Clinch County , 

I (Quitman) at Cairo and Jasper, 
' "“*•

between Lowndes and Ware wiu 
i be return engagements.
I In earlier meetings VHS’ Wild- 
Icats edged the Hahira T,RC,’\ 
14MB Valdosta’s Kittens defeated 
Kiss sa.T&- -t 

ped a 42-40 decision to the Ware 

girls were measured by the ware

make the short trip to Hahira ; 

| tonight. e » •
For coach Bill Kittrell'S wild- 

LEX «® <M

LOW’S Eagles have a 4-4 chart
Coach Bill Davis’ Kittens have and the Lowndes girls have a

more game on the w mark
„„ „. ------ - • since Ware is a Region i

“3 to meet Doerun next lfEast) foe, tonight’s games wilt 
Tuesday night in Doerun. be important ones for the Lowndes

Lowndes County and Hahira cagers. '
will break for the holidays after Reguiar season records 38^“ 
tonight’s action. league opponents will determine

However all six Valdosta, LOW how teams will be seed®d ^^ 
end of the season tornaments that 
will decided championships in the

1-7 mark.

However, all six Valdosta, LOW 
and Hahira teams will be taking 
oart in the ninth annual Christ

Holidays l»j“Xo" 
meat slal.d •'

The ‘Cats will carry a 2-2 re 
cord into their meeting with the 
Tigers. The Kittens have won four 
straight this year.

Coach Jack Jarrard’s Hahina

sub-division.



VHS, Hahira, Cook
Post Tourney Wins

------- -

Lowndes, Lanier Win
Hahira Tourney Tilts

Steele Accounts For 34 Points
As Wildcats Top Brooks, 55-40

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor 

HAHIRA—Valdosta’s Wildcats and Kittens, the Ha­
hira Tigers and the Cook County (Adel) sextet formed the 
victory corps as the four-day, ninth annual Christmas 
Invitational basketball tournament opened here last 
night

Coach Bill Kittrell’s Wildcats 
furnished the only surprise on 
opening night with a 55-40 victory 
over the Brooks County Tigers 
from Quitman.

The other games followed the 
form chart. Coach Bill Davis' 
Kittens, the defending girls I 
champions, trimmed Berrien, 
County (Nashville). 54-36. Coach 
Jack Jarrard’s Hahira quintet, 
the defending boys titleholder, 
beat Echols County (Statenville). 
49-30. In the other girls division 
game, coach Wyatt Grimmer's 
Cook County lassies trounced Cen­
tral (Thomasville). 63-48.

Four more first round games 
are on tap tonight. The schedule 
follows:

• • G
Lowndes County vs Coffee I 

County (girls) 5:30 p. m.; 
Lowndes County vs Nichols | 
‘boys1. 6:45 p. m.; Hahira vs 
Nichols (girls), 8 p. m.; Cook 
County vs Lanier County (boys), I 
9:15 p. m.

! The semi-finals are on tap for | 
Thursday with tonight’s victors 
joining the Tuesday night win­
ners in the rounds of four. Titles 
in both the boys and girls di­
visions will go on the line Fri­
day night.

A standing-room-only crowd of 
approximately 1.000 packed the 
Hahira gym for last night's ac­
tion. While there were no games 
with cliff-hanging finishes, the 
action was fast and interesting.

Here's the way things went in 
the individual games: 

WILDCATS 55, BROOKS 40 
The Valdosta quintet mixed an 

amazing two-man scoring punch 
with a solid team effort on de­
fense to knock off coach Charles 
Cooper's favored Tigers from 
Brooks County.

Alvie Steele left the cords 
smoking with a 34-point effort. 
Bill Wisenbaker hit with deadly 
accuracy to account for 21 points.

They were the only two Val­
dosta players who scored, but the 
way they were hitting it was 
enough.

Still it took more than a two- 
man effort for the ‘Cats to tri­
umph. Ike Harrell. Leo Wells, 
Fay Norwood and Stan Reaves 
were among those making a ma-

| jor contribution to the cause.
Harrell did a big job for VHS 

in the “battle of the boards" 
while Norwood, Wells and Reaves 
were key men in the ‘Cats pres- 

; sing defense that checked the 
Tigers' attack in the second half.

* * *
Brooks dominated things in the 

first half and went out at inter­
mission with a 23-13 lead.

But the Wildcats' stalled the 
Brooks offense in the third period 
and shifted their attack into high 
gear. When the final stanza got 
underway the ‘Cats were out 
front. 34-33.

Valdosta continued to pour it on. 
The final period was less than 
three minutes old when the Wild­
cats had increased their lead to 

I 44-33 and were well on their way 
to victory.

Ronald Lastinger, with 121 
points, and Wayne Cooper and 
Howard Daughtry, with eight 
each, were attack leaders for the 
Tigers from Quitman.

HAHIRA 49, ECHOLS 39
Haira's Tigers closed with a 

rush to break up a see-saw battle 
and gain a 10-point victory from 
Echols County's Wildcats.

The Tigers took an early lead,. 
and at one point in the second 
period had a nine-point bulge. 
But the Echols quintet from 
Statenville rallied and trailed by 
a lone point at the half.

In the third period, Hahira 
moved to a quick 10-point lead. 
But once again Echols rallied. 
When the final stanza started the 
Tigers were ahead by only five 
markers.

Then Hahira spurted again, and 
this time Echols couldn't keep 
pace. The Tigers went on to finish 

I with a comfortable victory mar­
gin.

Tommy Bradgord and Elton 
Redding each scored 14 points 
to lead the Hahira attack. Of­
fense leader for Echols County 
was Paul Carter with a dozen 
markers. ♦ * *

KITTENS 54, BERRIEN 36
The Valdosta girls combined 

balance on both offense and de­
fense in their triumph over Ber­
rien County.

The Kittens took an early lead 
and were never headed. Berrien 
was unable to come any closer

to catching them than six points.
Shelby Blanton with 22 points, 

Lucille Dawson, with 15 and 
Patty Nichols, With 17, did all the 
scoring for VHS.

The guard foursome of Mary 
Ann Mayo, Sue Katz, Delores 
Lashley and Margaret Smith did 
a smooth job all the way on de­
fense.

Gloria Pounds accounted for 15 
points and Jo Beth Johnson hit 
for 14 to spark the Berrien at­
tack.

COOK 63, CENTRAL 48
Betty Bennett hit for 11 field 

goals and 10 free throws as she 
led the Cook girls to victory with 
a 32-point performance.

She got scoring help from Judy 
McKinnon, 12, and Gail Powers, 
14.

Guards Nancy Castleberry, 
Margaret Sumner, Gayle Dansby 
and Peggy Humble were the de­
fensive standouts for the victors.

Central made it a ball game 
for two periods. At the half Cook 
had a slim, 26-22, lead. But the 
Adel girls widened the gap quick­
ly in the third stanza coasted 
home from there.

Patricia Gordon, who scored 19 
points, set the offensive pace for 
Central.

BOYS
Valdosta ___ _____ _ 4 13 34 55
Brooks Co._______ 10 23 33 40

VALDOSTA (55) — Steele 34, 
Wisenbaker 21, Harrell, Johnson, 
Wells, Norwood, Blanton, Regist­
er, Reaves.

BROOKS COUNTY (40) — Last­
inger 12, Furney 1, Cooper 8, 
Sykes 2, Milner 7, Jones 2, 
Daughtry 8, Wasden.

BOYS
Hahira ...__ :_„^_16 25 36 49
Echols Co. _9 24 31 39

HAHIRA (49) —Sorrell 5, Ogles­
by 8, Bradford 14, Cain 8, Red­
ding 14.

ECHOLS COUNTY (39) — And­
erson 4, Carter 12, Swilley, Hend­
erson 2, Daniels 11, Herring, 
Strickland 10.

GIRLS
Valdosta 1______„19 29 41 54
Berrien Co. ___ ___  9 19 26 36

VALDOSTA (54) — Blanton 22, 
Dawson 15, Nichols 17, Mayo, 
Katz, Lashley, Smith.

BERRIEN COUNTY (36) — 
Carter 7, Vickers, Johnson 14, 
Pounds 15, L. Gaskins, Jacobs, 
Sanderson, Griffin.

GIRLS
Cook Co. ____ „16 26 50 63
Central 7 22 33 48

COOK COUNTY (63) — Ben­
nett 32, McKinnon 12, Powers 14, 
Tucker 2, Terry 1, P. Bennett 
2, Castleberry, Sumner, Dansby, 
Humble, Nichols, Ray.

CENTRAL (48) — Dollar 10, 
Floyd 3, Gordon 19, Carroll, 
Cooper, Davis, Huddlestone 14, 
Griffin, Brown 2, Graham.

Special to The Constitution
HAHIRA—Lowndes County and 

^anier County boys and the Cof­
ee County and Nicholls High 
Jchool girls streaked to victories 
Vednesday night in the Hahira 
Christmas Basketball tournament.

L o w d n e s County popped 
Nicholls, 61-32, on 24- and 16-point 
games by Bobby Eason and Cal 
Van Vlake; Lanier County out- 
scored Cook County, 67-59, on 28- 
and 23-point efforts by John Bass 
and Bill Exum.

Mary McNeal, Marilyn Smith 
and Sybil Simmons scored 14, 13 
and 13 points as Coffee County 
girls won from Lowndes County, 
41-37; and Nicholls toppled Ha­
hira, 50-47, on a 29-point night 
by little Connie Sullivan. Linda 
Stalvey and Sandra Layton scored 
22 and 19 points for host Hahira.

James Davis, Jim Scruggs and 
I Avery Sumner scored 25, 17 and 
] 11 points for Cook County's losers.

LOWNDES COUNTY (37)—Jones 5. Al- 
j len 19, Copeland 13, Porter. Swilley. Con- 
’ nell, Trammell, McClain, Starling, Her- 

. #ey.
COFFEE COUNTY (41)—Smith 13, Mc­

Neal 14. Cooper 1, Simmons 13, Cross, 
1 Lancaster, Johnson, Worth, Paulk.

SCORE AT HALF: Lowndes County 
15. Coffee County 13.

HAHIRA (47)—L. Stalvey 22. Layton 19, 
Bradford 6, Coppedge, Legette. McNeese, 
Clyatt, M. Stavley.

NICHOLLS (50)—Sullivan 29, SpeU 12. 
L. Rowell 7, Kirkland 2, Burns, J. Row­
ell, Gilliard. Meek. _ _

SCORE AT HALF— Hahira 27. Nich­
olls 22.

BOYS
LOWNDES COUNTY (61)—Eason 24, 

Van Vlake 16, Walden 11, Goodson 4. 
I Newham 2, Green 2, Price 2.

NICHOLLS (32)—Morgan 16. D. Street 
2, Tanner 1. W. Street 7, Carter 2, Nip- 
ner 2, Kirkland 2. „

SCORE AT HALF: Lowndes County 
29. Nicholls 17. _ _ „__। COOK COUNTY (59)—Byrd 2, Sumner 

I 11, Scruggs 17, Davis 25, O Quinn 4.
LANIER COUNTY (67)—Bass 27. Brant 

ley 11, Exum 23, Hough 2. Murray A 
Smith 1, Pender 1, Shaw. __

SCORE AT HALF: Lanier County 31 
Cook County 27. ____

Hahira, Valdosta Win
Special to The Constitution

HAHIRA—Coach Jack Jarrard’s 
Hahira boys and Bill Kittrell's 
Valdosta Wildcats surged into the 
semi-finals of the Hahira Christ­
mas Invitational Basketball 
Tournament here Tuesday night.

Hahira bombed Echols County, 
49-39, on twin 14-point shows by 
Tommy Bradford and Elton Red­
ding, while Valdosta rallied tre­
mendously in the second half to 
stun Brooks County, 55-40, on 34 
and 21-point games by Alvie 
Steele and Bill Wisenbaker.

In girls games, Valdosta top­
pled Berrien County, 54-36, as

Shelby Blanton scored 22 points; 
and Cook County rocked Central 
of Thomasville, 63-48, as Betty 
Bennett scored 32 points.

The big story was Valdosta’s 
comeback. Kittrell's people! 
trailed, 23-13, at the half, but went I 
into a full-court press and rallied 
for 42 points the second half, 231 
by Steele and 19 by Wisenbaker. I

Lucille Dawson and Patty Ni-I 
chols hit 15 and 17 points to finish 
out the Valdosta girls' scoring. I 
Valdosta led, 29-19, at the half.

GIRLS
VALDOSTA (54)—Bienton 22. Dawson 

15, Nichols 17, Rogers, Mayo 2. Lashley, 
Katz.

BERRIEN COLNTY (38)—Carter 7. 
Vickers, Johnson 14, Pounds 15, Gaskins, 
^Jacobs. Jones. Griffin.
j SCORE AT HALF—Valdosta 29. Berrien
County 19. 

CENTRAL THOMASVILLE (48>—Doi-
lar 10. Floyd 3, Gordon 19. Huddleston 
14, Brown 2, Carroll, Cooper. Singletary.

COOK COUNTY (63)-Ben nett 32. Mc­
Kinnon 12, Powers 14, Tucker 2, Terry 
1, Bennett 2, Castleberry, Sumner, Dans­
by, Humble.

SCORE AT HALF—Central 26, Cook 
County 22.

BOYS
HAHIRA (49)—Sorrell 5. Oglesby 8.

Bradford 14, Cain 8, Redding 14.
ECHOLS COUNTY (39)—Anderson 4, 

Carter 12. Henderson 2. Daniels 11. 
Strickland 10, Swilley.

SCORE AT HALF—Hahira 25. Echols 
County 24.

VALDOSTA (55)—Wisenbaker 21. Steele 
34, Johnson, Wells, Norwood. Blanton, 
ReevesBROOKS COUNTY (40)—Lastinger 12. 
Furney 1, Cooper 8. Sykes 2. Milner J, 
Jones 2, Daughtry 8, Wasden.

SCORE AT HALF—Brooks County 23. 
Valdosta 13.



VHS Cagers Sweep Tourney Honors
Wildcats, Kittens Earn
Championships At Hahira

By SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

HAHIRA — The smooth working’ Kittens and the 
tough-under-pressure Wildcats gave' Valdosta a clean 
sweep of championship honors with final round triumphs 
here last night in the ninth annual Christmas Invitational

Kittehs' Lucille Dawson Gets Off Hook Shot
Fires One Past Cook Guard Henrietta Rowell

basketball tournament.
It marked the first time in the 

history of the event that teams 
representing the same school 
have ruled as both boys and girls 
champions in the same year.

Coach Bill Davis’ Kittens gain­
ed their title with a 51-37 vic­
tory over the Cook County sextet 
from Adel. It was the fifth 
tourney crown for the VHS girls 
and their second in a row.

I Coach Bill Kittrell’s Wildcats 
edged Lanier County’s Bulldogs, 
58-56, in the tournament’s top 
thriller to become boys champs. 
It was the third tourney triumph 
•for the VHS quintet, breaking a 
title drought in the meet that 
dated back to 1953.

The Kittens left the starter’s 
gate ranked with the favorites. 
They more than lived up to their 
reputations by beating Berrien 
County, 54-36, and Nicholls, 57-42, 

ho gain the finals. Counting in the 
three tourney wins Davis’ charges 
have an 8-1 record.
I The Wildcats started tourney 
play with a so-so 2-3 record and 
to the surprise of many wound up 
with a 5-3 chart and the champ­
ionship.

They knocked off favored 
Brooks County, 55-40, and eased 
by c r o s s-town rival Lowndes 
County, 50-47, to get a shot at the 
crown.
| More than 1,000 fans watched 
last night’s action and stayed on 
as Hahira High principal Mills 
Whitelaw honored the Kittens and 
Wildcats with championship 
team trophies and individual 
awards of minature gold basket­
balls.

Lanier County’s talented center 
Bill Exum and Nicholls’ sharp­
shooting forward Betty Sullivan 
were picked to receive awards 
as the tournament’s “Most Valu­
able Players.”

But the big victories and the 
major honors went to the two 
Valdosta team.

The boys game was a classic 
with a cliff-hanging finish. After

• J^ J?0*™^ forward and guard. Evelyn 
third period, the Wildcats rallied

standout defensive job while hold­
ing Cook to just 15 points in the 
last two periods, the Kittens 
sailed on to victory.

Here’s the way things went in 
each game:
WILDCATS 58, BULLDOGS 

56
Ten players saw auction for 

the VHS quintet and all shared in 
the triumph. The list includes 
Bill Wisenbaker, Ike Harrell, Al- 
vie Steele, Tommy Johnson, Leo 
Wells, Foy Norwood, Mike Wat­
son, Ray Register, John Gayle 
and Stan Reaves.

Steele, with 17 points, and 
Wisenbaker, with 12 were the at­
tack leaders. Five others broke 
into the scoring column and it was 
the kind of game in which each 
point was important. Harrell got 
6, Johnson 5, Wells 8, Register 
7 and Reaves 3.

John Bass swished the nets for 
27 and Bill Exum accounted for 
16 to pace the Bulldogs from 
Lakeland. Bass popped them in
from all over the 
Exum was deadly 
boards.

The Bulldogs had

court, while
under the

a height
vantage and used it to pick 
most of the rebounds. But

ad- 
off 
the

Wildcats, with a pressing defense 
and some nifty ball-hawking, held 
their own.

Valdosta finished with a 24-17 
edge in field goals, which the 
Bulldogs almost offset by making 
good on 22 of 32 fouls shots. The 
‘Cats hit on only 10 of 19 tries 
from the charity line; VHS was 
charged with 22 fouls and lost 
both Steele and Wells via the 
five fouls route early in the final 
period, Lanier County was charg­
ed with 14 fouls.

KITTENS 5L COOK 
COUNTY 37

As they did in the two opening 
games, the Valdosta girls offered 
a balanced attack. Shelby Blant­
on and Lucille Dawson each got 
17 points. Patty Nichols scored 
11 points while seeing action at

and pulled even at 49-49 midway 
j the final stanza.
: In the last four minutes and 

15 seconds of the game the lead 
changed hands seven times. 
With only 50 seconds showing on 
the clock Lanier County had a 
56-55 lead.

Valdosta’s Ike Harrell hit with 
a set shot from the right corner 
with just 12 seconds to go to put 
the Wildcats ahead 57-56. Ray 
Register added point from the 

! free throw line with only four 
seconds left to nudge VHS’ lead 
up to 58-56. That’s the way it 
ended when ’ the Bulldogs’ last 
shot of the game missed the 
mark.

The Kittens, in their duel with 
Cook County, had some anxious 
moments during the early going. 
They trailed 10-8 at the end of the 
first period but more than made 
up the lost ground by outscoring 
the Adel girls 19-10 in the sec­
ond stanza. That gave Valdosta 
a 27-20 lead at the half. With 
the VHS guard corps doing a

Wilkes got six markers during 
the limited time she played in the 
first half.

Guards Mary Ann Maye, Sue 
Katz and Delores Lashley were 
the Kittens’ kingpins on defense 
along with Nichols.

They were at their best in the 
third period when they held 
Cook to just six points. It was 
during this stanza that the Kit­
tens boosted their lead to 14 
points and made the final turn 
down the victory trail.

Betty Bennett gave a sparkling 
22-point performance to become 
offense leader for Cook.

GIRLS
Valdosta - 
Cook Co.

8 27 40
10 20 26

51
37

VALDOSTA (51) — Blanton 17, 
Dawson 17, Nichols 11, Wilkes 6, 
Mayo, Katz, Lashley, McClenny, 
Rodgers, Knolls, Bazemore, 
Martin, Smith.

COOK COUNTY (37) — Ben­
nett 22, McKinnon 8, Powers 7, 
Terry, Lovett, Martin, Castle­
berry, Sumner, Dansby, Ray.

Valdosta __
Lanier Co.

VALDOSTA

BOYS 
___ 12 25 42 58
___ _14 33 43 56

(58) Wisenb-
baker 12, Harrell 6, Steele 17, 
Johnson 5, Wells 8, Norwood, Wat­
son, Register 7. Gayle, Reaves 3.

LANIER COUNTY (56) — Bas' 
Bentley 8, Exum 16, Hough.

Murray, Shaw 2. . j^

Lanier's Dixie Murray (35) Comes out Fast
Slips Past ’Dosta’s High Flying Leo Wells (3^

—Times Staff Photos

Valdosta Captains With Championship Trophies
< Alvie Steele, Ike Harrell, Shelby Blanton, Delores Lashley iBHH
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Davis, Kittrell Happy
Over Tourney Victories i

Coaches Bill Kittrell and Bill Davis have very similar 
views regarding their teams’ victories in the Hahira 
Christmas Invitational basketball tournament.

Davis* Valdosta Kittens picked off the girls division crown 1 
for the fifth time in nine tries and second year in a row. Kittrell’s I
Valdosta Wildcats took the boys championship in surprising fashion.

Both VHS mentors are de­
lighted with the champion­
ships their teams earned. How­
ever, both are expecting their 
charges to strive for improve­
ment in the future.

“I’m really proud of the 
boys,” Kittrell said. “We had 
an uphill battle all the way. 
Confidence is a big thing in 
basketball. Perhaps winning 
this tournament will help show 
the boys that when they scrap 
hard and the breaks are with 
them they can win;

“We were fortunate to win 
the three games in the tour­
nament. All could have gone 
either way.

“But the boys should keep 
in mind that the season is just 
starting and the tournament 
we must point for is the Re­
gion 1-AAA meet at Albany. 
But right now I’m just enjoying

GLASSMAN 
those three games and that tourna­

ment championship we won.**
Davis was proud of the fact that the Kittens’ first defeat of the 

season, which came just before the tournament, spurred his
charges on to even better things at Hahira.

The Kittens opened with five straight victories. Then in the 
last regular season affair before the Hahira meet, the VHS sextet 
lost a 10-point decision to Doerun.

“I just wasn’t sure how the girls were going to take that lick­
ing,*’ Davis said. “But .they came back with renewed determine- | 
tion and that pleased me. We played much better in the tourna- I 
ment than we did in the six regular season games before it.

“Perhaps now we are heading in the right direction. However, | 
we have a long way to go and a whole lot of room for more 
improvement/*

To gain their championship the Kittens defeated Berrien Coun- I 
ty (Nashville), 54-36; Nicholls, 57-42 and Cook County, 51-37.

Forwards Shelby Blanton and Lucille Dawson were the attack | 
leaders. Patty Nichols divided her time between forward and guard
and did good jobs at both positions. Evelyn Wilkes, hampered by a 
knee injury, played for the first time this season. She scored 16 
points while seeing limited action against Nicholls and Cook.

Guards Mary Ann Mayo, Sue Katz and Delores Lashley were 
the defensive standouts. They had help from Barbara Knolls and 
Gail Bazemore.

Kittens Offer Balance
I would say that the Kittens* major asset is balance. Their 

scoring is usually evenly distributed among the forwards and all 
of their regulars at guard do their defensive jobs well. As I said 
earlier, the Kittens have gotten off to a good start this year. How­
ever, they still have plenty of tough games on their schedule.

Since Kittrell’s Wildcats went into the tournament with a 2-3 
record, they got little consideration in the pre-season talk about who 
might become the winner.

But the ’Cats offered a hint of what was to come by upsetting 
Brooks County, 55-40, on opening night. In one respect this was 
one of the most unusual games I’ve ever seen. Only two players 
did all the scoring for Valdosta. Alvie Steele hit for an amazing 
total of 34 points and Bill Wisenbaker accounted for 21.

Kittrell's charges followed with a SO-47 win over Lowndes 
County and a 58-56 triumph over Lanier County (Lakeland). 
As the coach said, all three games could have gone either way.

Besides Steele and Wisenbaker, Ike Harrell, Tommy Johnson, 
Leo Wells, Foy Norwood, Clyo Blanton, Mike Watson, Ray Register, 
John Gayle and Stan Reaves saw action in one or more of the 
games. All helped the cause.

Kittrell followed a policy of using a lot of different players in 
a move designed to develop depth in experienced performers.

“The only way a boy can gain game experience is to play,** 
Kittrell said. “Just as it is in football, depth, can be important in 
basketball. Take that final game with Lanier County. We lost 
Steele and Wells on fouls early in the fourth period. But we were 
fortunate enough to have other boys who could step in and do the 
job. You’ve got to be ready for situations like that—or else.”

'Veterans' Came Through
It took team effort all the way for the ’Cats to triumph, but 

I think Steele, a 5-10 junior, and Wisenbaker, a 6-0 junior, deserve 
some extra praise.

Beside his sensational 34-point night against Brooks, Steele 
got 17 important makers in the title go with Lanier County. 
Wisenbaker sparkled on both offense and defense in all three games. 
They are the only returning regulars on the team from last season 
and Kittrell was pleased to see his “veterans” come through in 
such fine fashion.

The tournament was a smoothly run affair, but then the 
folks at Hahira are noted for their ability to stage a hardwood 
meet in big league fashion.

Many of the games were close and hard fought, but good 
sportsmanship was the rule rather than the exception.

A few Valdosta fans grumbled when Nicholls forward Betty 
Sullivan and Lanier County center Bill Exum were picked for 
“Most Valuable Player” awards. Those who disagreed apparently 
figured some members of the championship teams should have 
been picked. (

I had nothing to do with the MVP selections, but to be honest 
Sullivan and Exum would have gotten my vote had I been asked 
to pick. They certainly impressed me with their playing ability.

In a way it was a backhanded compliments for the Wildcats 
and Kittens. They took team honors while beating opposing quin­
tets and sextets that had the services of the tournament’s top 
individual performers. And after all, team honors are more im­
portant than individual awards.



Valdosta Girls Trim
Echols County, 67-42

y their luck against a pair of
/legion 1-AAA toughies this week- the Echols County

Statenville. The VHS

While the VHS quintet is well 
above the .500 mark so far, it 
suffered a 10-point setback at 
the hands of Warner Robins in its i

BY SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

/end.
i Coach Bill Kittrell’s charges

(Nashville) at Irwin
I (Ocilla), Thomasville 
I County (Adel), Jennings 
I G e o r g i a Christian

I will carry a 5-3 record with them 
1 when they go to Columbus Fri- ’ 
day to open a crucial two-game day.

SPECIAL TO THS TIMES

STATENVILLE — Valdosta’s Kittens took an early 
lead and were never headed as they posted a 67-42 vic­
tory over the Echols County girls here last night.

♦ Echols' varsity quintet notched 
a 50-38 triumph over the Valdosta

I B-team to give the locals a split 
jin the night's doublebeader.
I For coach Bill Davis' Kittens, 
last night's triumph was their 
fourth in a row. They now have 

| a 9-1 record for the season.
I Shelby Blanton, Lucille Daw-1 
son. Betty McClenny and Evelyn | 
Wilkes led the Kittens attack. I 

' Blanton and Dawson each scored I 
16 points; McClenny made 14I 
and Wilkes 10.

The guard foursome of Mary I 
Ann Mayo, Delores Lashley, Sue 
Katz and Gail Bazemore sparkled I 
on defense. Patty. Nichols divided! 
her time between guard and * 
forward and turned in a sharp 
performance at both positions.

Barbara Carter swished the 
Huets for 27 points to lead the I 
Echols attack and gain individual 
scoring honors in the game. 

I In the boys game, Jerry Varne- 
doe hit for seven points to pace 
the VHS Bees. Mark Holloway, * 
with seven, and Giles Smith, with 
six, were next. Strickland scored 
13 markers to lead the Echols
quintet to its triumph. 
I Individual scores in 
game follows: 
Valdosta ________ 15
{Echols Co. _______10
I VALDOSTA (67) —

the girls

39 SI 07
30 30 42

Blanton
16. Dawson 16. Nichols 5. Mc- 
Clenny 14, Wilkes 10, Smith 2. 
Martin 2, Knoll 2, Mayo, Lashley, 
Katz, Quattlebaum, Shenton, 
Bazemore, Rodgers, Geer, Elliott, 
Hamill. Martin.

ECHOLS COUNTY (42) — Bar­
bara Carter 27, Kinsey 7, Staton 
8. Jolly, Collier, Rentz, Griffin, 
Herndon, Smith, Anderson.

I

ats Face Rugged
rests At Columbus

and Baker, with a 4-3 mark, fig-1 ville) at Manor and Mayo, Fla
ure to be just as tough as the

Valdosta’s basketball Wildcats, Demons from Robins.
While the ‘Cats are at Colum-Lp have done very well outside 

Ajir league, test their talent and ^us Friday night, Coach Bill 
/ their luck against a pair of Davis* Kittens will be meeting

lassies at
B-team

boys will also make the trip to 
Echols. The Kittens, who have an 
8-1 record, will be idle on Satur-

at Jasper, Fla.
| Lowndes County’s Golden Ea­
gles will resume play after the

I holidays when they go down 
across the state line for a Sat­
urday night encounter at Madi­
son, Fla.

The Wildcats and Kittens 
weren't idle during the holidays. 
They won titles in Hahira Christ­
mas Invitational tournaments.

However, their championships ■ 
aren't expected to impress their |

series. There will be plenty of other
On Friday night the 'Cats will action in the area beside that in­

go against Columbus High’s Blue volving the Valdosta teams. "w«v.«. --* -~—*
Devils. They will stay over for a I The Friday slate also calls for j ^s County sextet has a 6-1 
Saturday night encounter with Lanier County (Lakeland) to play 
Baker's Lions. at Hahira, Brooks County (Quit-

weekend foes. The talented Ech-
record

it can brag about. And Colum-
at Hahira. Brooks County (Quit-
man) at Camilla, Berrien County

I bus* Blue Devils were runners* 
| up in the tough Bi-City Invitation­
al last week in their hometown.

Chief worry for the ‘Cats when 
they go against Baker on Satur­
day will be trying to stop 1-AAA*s

County 
at Cook

& Fla., at
Instituteon ly league outing. _ _ _ o . _ ____ ...__ .

Columbus, with a 4-4 record, I (Dasher), Clinch County (Homer-H°P scorer BiUy 
I Lions' star has

r Waldrop. The
Lions’ star has averaged 19.71 

[points a game in seven outings.
A When Hahira's Tigers and La- 
jnier County’s Bulldogs get togeth­
er tomorrow night at Hahira, it

I will be a replay of the boys 
division semi-finals in the Christ-' 
mas tourney.

: Lanier County won that one. 
57-46. But in an earlier regular) 
season meeting, Hahira triumph­
ed over Lanier County, 8842. The 
Bulldogs have an 11-1 record and 
the Tigers have a 5-5 mark.

| In their only previous meeting 
[the Hahira girls defeated the 
[Lanier County sextet, 64-42.

Coach Carlton Adams' LOHI I 
I Eagles, a team with a 6-5 record 11 
land a knack for being involved 
in close games, also stayed busy 
during the holidays.

Adams* Eagles and coach Noel 
George's LOHI sextet played in



Lions Trim 'Cats
With Rally, 54-53

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES
COLUMBUS — Valdosta’s Wild- 

cats saw a five-point lead slip 
through their fingers in the fina 
two minutes of play as they drop­
ped a 54-53 basketball decision to 
Baker’s Lions here Saturday 
night.

Baker’s closing rally was cli­
maxed when Mike Snider hit for 
a free throw with only 20 seconds 
to go. This'broke a 53-53 deadlock 
and tipped the scales in the Lions’ 

I favor.

Ball’s Baker quintet boosted its 
record to 6-3. T^ dgMt leyele-1 
the record of Coach Bill Kittrell s 
Wildcats off at 5-5.

It was ' he third loss in as many 
outings for the ’Cats against Re­
gion 1-AAA foes.

While the game was close all 
the way, the ’Cats held the ad* 
vantage most of the time. Valdos­
ta had a four-point edge at the

Valdosta moved away again and 
had a five-point bulge with iw< 
minutes to go. But the Lions 
rallied to triumph in the thriller.

Alvie Steele spearheaded the! 
Valdosta attack with 21 points. In 
addition the junior guard turned’ 
in an outstanding floor game. H.s 
ball hawking was a big help to
the Wildcats* cause.

Next on the VHS scoring

batt- i
Baker cut the lead to a single 

I point at the end of the thirc 
With the triumph, Coach Bubba I stanza.  _

was Bill Wisen baker with
points. He was followed by
Wells with 11.

The trio of Bill Waldrop.

list
12 

Leu

Don
Long and Snider paced the Baker
offense.

Waldrop scored 15 points. Long 
14 and Snider IL

Waldrop, the top scorer in 1- 
AAA. was held to five points in
the first half but found the range
for 10 markers in the last two
periods.

The Lions finished with a 23-1# 
edge in field goals but the Wild­
cats almost offset it M the foul 
line. Valdosta made good on 15 
of 24 four shots while the Lions 
sank only eight of 17 tries from 
the charity line. V”S was charged 
with 13 fouls and Baker with 16.

Individual scoring follows: 
Valdosta . ______ 8 23 38 33

Baker ___________ 9 19 37 04
VALDOSTA (53) — Steele 2| 

Wisenbaker 12, Wells 11. Haire 
5, Johnson 4, Reaves.

BAKER (54)—Waldrop 15J Un 
11; Snider 11, Kirk 8. Mowe6M 
Reed. Barron.



Poets Trim V Vats;
Kittens Tom Deers

BY SAMMY GLASSMAN 
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta’s Wildcats failed to 
break their Region 1-AAA “jinx”, 
but the VHS Kittens got the “re­
venge” they were after in a 
basketball doubleheader here last 
night ' •

Lanier’s Poets used a smooth­
working, fast-break attack to

trim the ‘Cats, 76-66. The loss 
left the VHS quintet with a 5-6 
record in all games and an 0-4 
regional chart.

The Kittens rolled past Doe­
run’s Deers, 75-56, for their 11th 
triumph in 12 outings. With last 
night’s triumph they avenged an 
earlier 10-point loss to Doerun.

The Valdosta teams swing back

—Times Staff Photos

into action here tonight. Coach 
Bill Davis’ Kittens will be meet-’ 
ing the Coffee County Comets 
from Douglas while coach Bill 
Kittrell’s Wildcats go against an­
other 1-AAA foe, the Willingham 
Rams from Macon. Play is slated 
to begin at 7 p. m. at the VHS 
gym.

Last night’s battle between the 
‘Cats and Poets was a scoring 
duel all the way. The Wildcats* 
top offensive performance of the 
season still wasn’t quite enough 
to match the firepower of coach 
Tom Porter’s Lanier quintet.

It was close for a half with 
the count deadlocked at 33-33 at 
the midway break. But with 
Woodrow Fincher leading the 
way, the Poets outscored the 
Wildcats 28-14 in the third stanza 
to take a commanding lead. ‘Dos- 
ta fought back, but couldn’t make 
up all the lost ground with a 
closing rally.

Fincher hit for 27 points to be­
come attack leader for the Ma- 

■ con quintet. He got plenty of help 
from John Breedlove and Haynes 
Willingham, who each accounted 
for 15 points.

Bill Wisenbaker and Alvie

Have Tug-of-War For Ball
Euloise Hamill, Nadine Wheeler Involved

Steele each rang the bell for 22 
points to set the offensive pace 
for Valdosta.

The foursome of Shelby Blan­
ton, Lucille Dawson, Betty Mc- 

' Clenny and Evelyn Wilkes were 
attack leaders for the Kittens in 

? their romp over the Deers. Blan­
ton and Dawson each scored 23 
points. McClenny accounted for 11 
markers and Wilkes hit for 13. 

; Guards Mary Ann Mayo, Patty 
Nichols and Delores Lashley were 
the defensive stickouts. They were 
at their best in the second stanza 
when Doerun was limited to just 

110 points.
J Betty Blackstock, with 20 
' points, set the offensive pace for 

the Deers. Linda Taylor was next 
4 with 19. Garland Whiddon got 13 

। before being forced to the side- 
I line in the second period with 
| an ankle injury.

The Kittens took an early 7-2 
f lead in the game and were never 
I headed. Early in the second stan- 
■3 za they had built up a 17-point

edge and the issue was never 
doubt after that.

GIRLS

in

Valdosta 
Doerun

22 42 63
.15 25 36

75
56

VALDOSTA (75) — Blanton 23, 
Shenton, Elliott, Dawson 23, Mc­
Clenny 11, Wilkes 13, Nichols, 
Quattlebaum, Mayo, Bazemore, 
Lashley, Knoll, Geer, Katz, E. 
Hamill, R. Martin, ^. Martin, 

IGleason, Session, A. Hamill, M. 
Smith, S. Smith, Garvin, Johnson.

DOERUN (56) — Blackstock 20, 
Whiddon 13, Taylor 19, Fincher 2, 
Irwin, McCarty 2, Cato, Wheeler, 
Brown, Hatchock.

BOYS
Valdosta 13 33 47 66
earner £ _12 33 61 76

VALDOSTA (66) — Steele 22, 
Johnson 5, Harrell 6, Wisenbaker 
2, Gayle, Wells 7, Smith, Reaves 
, Thomas 2, Bennett, Schroer.
LANIER (76) — Fincher 27, 

Middlebrooks 7, Johnson 6, Breed­
love 15, Vickers, Nickels 6, Wil-
Ingham 15, Stokes.

Poets' Breedlove Wants Help
Looks For Teammate To Take Pass

1

t 
r

t 
r
I
3 
1<
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vLats Whip Jordan; 9/B 
Kittens Rap Echols H
I Valdosta’s Wildcats rang up 
heir second Region 1-AAA win 

m the season and the VHS Kit- 
fens extended their victory streak 
|o eight games with triumphs 
aere on Saturday night.
I Coach Bill Kittrell’s ‘Cats pour- 
ed in 25 points during a fourth 
luarter uprising to knock off the 
or dan Red Jackets from Col- 
imbus, 69-53.

Coach Bill Davis* Kittens down­
’d the Echols County girls from 
|tatenville* 57-36, to run their cur- 
•ent winning string to eight 
kames and boost their overall rec­
ord to 13-1.

* * *

Lashley and Mary Ann Mayo. 
They limited’ Echols to just 17 
points in the first half.

Nell Kinsey, with 25 markers, 
set the scoring pace for Echols.

Kinsley 25, Staten 11, Carter* 
Griffin, Jolly, Herndon, Rauler-
son, Collier, Smith, 
Rentz.

Anderson,

Individual scoring follows: 
GIRLS

Valdosta_____ __^.15 27 45
Echols Co. —___ - 8 17 24

VALDOSTA (57) — Blanton

57
36

19,
Dawson 14, McClenny 8, Wilkes 7, 
Smith 4, Knoll 2, Martin 2, Nich­
ols 1, Hamill, Mayo, Bazemore, 
Rodgers, Katz, Lashley.

ECHOLS COUNTY (36) —

I While leveling their overall rec- I 
nd off at 7-7 and nailing down! 
heir second league win in seven | 
rics, the Wildcats finished in a I 

blaze of points to humble Jordan. 1 
I For three quarters ‘Dosta and 1 
jordan battled it out on even 
terms. The ‘Cats started the final 
period with a slim 44-43 edge.

But in the final eight minutes 
of play the VHS quintet used a 
smooth-working fast break attack 
to outscore Jordan 25-10 and win 
by a comfortable margin.

I Alvie Steele and Leo Wells each 
7 hit for 20 points to lead the Val- 
dosta attack. Nine, or almost half

I of Steele’s points, came in the fi- 
I nal stanza.

BOYS
Valdosta -------——15
Jordan __ 1------—A—14

VALDOSTA (69) —

31 44 69
26 43 53
Steele 20,

Wells 20, Wisenbaker 12, Johnson 
7, Harrell 6, Thomas 2, Blanton 
2, Register, Reaves* Smith, Ben­
nett, Gayle.

JORDAN (53) — Brock 14, Cul­
verhouse 11, McKinney 10, Welch 
7, Wilson 6, Henderson, Hurston, 
Hinton, Fullford.

Bill Wisenbaker, with 12 points; 
Tommy Johnson, with seven, and I 
Ike Harrell, with six, were others 
who helped the VHS scoring 
cause.
I Tony Brock, with 14 points, and 
Larry Culverhouse, with 11, were 
(attack leaders for Jordan.
I In the girls game, the Kittens । 
moved off to an early lead and 

were never headed.
I Scoring leaders for the VHS 
sextet were Shelby Blanton, 19; 
Lucille Dawson, 14; Betty Me- 
plenny, 8 and Evelyn Wilkes, 7. 
•Defensive standouts included 
guards fatty Nichols* Delores j

Xaldosta, Lowndes
Clash Here Tonight

I Tonight’s battle here between 
k r’l'ncc-f r»wn VnMncIncross-town rivals Valdosta and

i|B^

| Lowndes County highlight’s a 
I busy week of prep basketball ac- 
■5 tion in the area.
< The VHS and LOHI eagers will 
* be meeting in a twin-bill slated 
j for 7 p. m. at the Lowndes Coun- 
L ty High gym.
I In other games tonight Worth 
I County (Sylvester) will be at 
I Cook County (Adel), Brooks 
I County (Quitman) at Thomas- 
| ville, Georgia Christian Institute 
I at Clinch County (Homerville), 
| Lanier County (Lakeland) vs Ber- 
I rien County (Nashville) at Alapa- 
I ha and Jasper, Fla., at Ft. White,

Fla.
The schedulr for the remainder 

of the week follows:
FRIDAY — Valdosta at Albany, 

Lowndes County vs Berrien Coun- 
j ty at Alapaha, Atkinson County 
! (Pearson) at Hahira, Cook County 
at Brooks County, Clinch County 
at Nicholls and Jasper at Green­
ville.

SATURDAY — Valdosta at 
Moultrie, Lowndes County at Jeff 
Davis (Hazlehurst), Doerun at 
Hahira and Omega at GCI.

When they tangle tonight, coach 
Bill Kittrell’s VHS Wildcats and 
coach Carlton Adams’ LOHI Eag­
les will be meeting for the third
time this season.

They stand 1-1 
with both games 
were not decided 
seconds of play.

The Eagles won

in the series,
thrillers 

until the

the first

that 
final

one.
53-49. The lead changed hands 21 
times in this contest played on 
Valdosta’s home court.

In the semi-finals of the Hahira 
J Invitational tournament the Wild-

Valdosta's Delores Lashley
Talented Member Of Guard Corps

cats edged the Eagles, 50-47. The I and coach Noel George’s LOHI i Saturday. The ‘Cats are 2-5 in
lead see-sawed back and forth a 

. dozen times in this one.
The ‘Dosta quintet will carry a 

6-6 record into tonight’s game 
after beating Jordan in its last 
start. The LOHI boys have a 13-5 
chart. They have a seven-game 
victory streak going and have 
triumphed in 10 of their last 11 
starts

’ Coach Bill Davis’ VHS Kittens

ind coach Noel George s LOHI i Saturday. The Cats are 2-5 in 
girls will be meeting for only the loop play while the Kittens edged I 
second time tonight. In their first Warner Robins in their only out-1
encounter, the Kittens posted a 
56-28 win.

The ‘Dosta lassies own a 13-1 
record and have an eight-game 
victory string going. The LOHI 
sextet has a 3-13 chart.

Valdosta’s eagers will be meet­
ing Region 1-AAA foes at Albany 
on Friday and at Moultrie on

ing against a regional foe.
LOHI will be playing return I 

games with both of its weekend! 
opponents, Berrien County and 
Jeff Davis. I

The Eagles have trimmed Jeff! 
Davis, 48-47 and Berrien. 62-29.1 
The LOHI girls lost to Berrien, |
38-36, and to Jeff DaviYZ^^



Valdosta Splits 
Pair With Tribe 
Albany Trips Wildcats;
Kittens Triumph, 45-34

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

ALBANY — Albany’s Indians and Valdosta’s Kittens were the 
victors in a Region 1-AAA basketball doubleheader here last night.

The Indians used a fourth-per­
iod uprising to down the VHS 
Wildcats, 58-50.

With the help of sharp defen­
sive work by the guard trio of 
Mary Ann Mayo, Delores Lashley 
and Sue Katz, Valdosta’is Kittens 
trimmed the Albany lassies, 45- 
34.

The Valdosta eagers swing 
back into action tonight meeting 
Moultrie in Moultrie in two more 
league tests for them.

Last night’s boys game was 
close for three periods. The In­
dians held a slim 40-39 lead at 
the start of the final period. But 
Albany finished with a rush to 
(Clinch the victory.

The Kittens took an early lead 
and were never headed in their 
outing. However, they experienc­
ed a scoring slump in the second 
half and’went six minutes without 
making a point.

But with the help of the lead 
they built up in the first half and 
the sharp defensive play of the 
guards, the VHS girls triumphed.

Richard Howard scored 20 
points as he led the Indians to 
the victory that leveled their ov­
erall record off at 9-^ and re­

gional chart off at 3-3. The ‘Cats | 
now have a 7-9 record in all | 
games and a 2-6 league mark.

Alvie Steele, with 21 points, and 
Bill Wisenbaker, with 15, were I 
leaders for ‘Dosta.

Albany made 20 field goals and I 
hit on 10 of 28 free throw tries, j 
The Indians were charged with I 
25 fouls. Valdosta made 15 field I 
goals, and sank 20 of 24 shots I 
from the charity line. The ‘Cats * 
were charged with 19 fouls.

Lucille Dawson, with 17 points, 
and Patty Nichols, with 15, were 
the scoring leaders for the Kit­
tens.

The VHS sextet now has a 15-1 
record in all games and a 2-0 
regional mark. Last night’s tri-1 
umph was the 10th in a row for 
the Kittens.

GIRLS
Valdosta .___ _11 28 38 45
Albany ._...—_ 7 14 22 34

VALDOSTA (45) — Blanton 8, 
Dawson 17, Nichols 15, McClenny; 
5, Mayo, Lashley, Katz.

ALBANY (34) — Meadors 21, 
Yielding 8, Tabb 2, Inman 1, 
Bickerstaff 2, Conner, Stevenson, 
Schatz, Johnson, Gill, Hughes.

BOYS
I Valdosta ------ - ----- 14 27 39 50
(Albany _____...------15 30 40 58

VALDOSTA (50) — Steele 21, 
Wisenbaker 15, Harrell 7, John­
son 4, Wells 3.

ALBANY (58) — Howard 20, 
Hill 14, Bunting 8, Dubeau 8, 
Flannigan 6, Pennington 2.

Kittens Down Tifton, 1
49-32, for 12th Win

SPECIAL TO

1 TIFTON — Valdosta’s Ki 
total up to an even dozen 
Tifton’s Angels here last ni

With the win coach Bill Davis’ 
VHS sextet boosted its overall 
record to 12-1 and extended its 
current victory streak to seven 
games.

The Kittens started slowly, but 
I had a 7-6 lead at the end of the 

first period. They began pulling 
away in the second stanza and 
by half time had an 11-point 
bulge. They continued to build to 
their advantage in the second 
half.

Valdosta offered a balanced at- 
tack with Evelyn Wilkes scoring 
17 points, Shelby Blanton 14, anU 
Lucille Dawson 12. The guanA 
trio of Mary Ann Mayo, Patty 

H Nichols and Delores Lashley were 
among those showing well on de­
fense.

Laverne McDonald hit for 16 
points to lead the Tifton attack.

Individual scoring follows:
Girls

Valdosta  7 25 39 49
Tifton —— 6 14 24 32
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ttens pushed their victory 
with a 49-32 triumph over 
ght.

VALDOSTA (49) — Wilkes 17, 
Blanton 14, Dawson 12, S. Mart- 

I in 3, McClenny 2, Smith 2, Ham­
ill, Mayo, Bazemore, Rodgers, 
Lashley, Knoll, Geer, Katz, Nich­
ols, R. Martin Quattlebaum.

TIFTON (32) — McDonald 16, 
Cottle 11, Paulk 5, Thompson, 
Doss, McMillian.



Cats' Leo Wells Fires One
Drills For Game With Albany Indians

—Times Staff Photo

Valdosta At Alban/ 
LOHI Plays Berrien

Valdosta’s Wildcats andValdosta’s Wildcats and Kitt- * 
ens will be facing Region 1-AAA 
test when they play at Albany 
tonight and at Moultrie on Sat­
urday.

Lowndes County’s eagers will 
also be on the “road” this week­
end playing Berrien County 
(Nashville) at Alapaha tonight 
and clashing with Jeff Davis'at 
Hazelhurst) in a 1-A (East/out­
ing on Saturday.

Coach Bill Kittrell Wildcats will 
be playing one of 1-AAA’s most 
improved quintets when they 
tangle with coach Graham Lowe’s 
Albany Indians tonight.

After a slow start, the Albany 
quintet has built its overall re­
cord to 8-9 and its league mark 
to 2-3,

Last Saturday the Indians beat 
Columbus, 66-60. Columbus, in 
turn, defeated the ‘Cats, 51-38.

The VHS quintet has a 7-8 re­
cord in all games and a 2-5 
league chart.

Coach Bill Davis’ Kittens, who 
have compiled a 14-1 record and 
have a nine-game victory streak 
going, will be making only their 
second start against a regional 
opponent.

• The Valdosta lassies edged 
Warner Robins, 50-48, in the only 
game it has played which counts’ 
toward the 1-A A A girls champ­
ionship. > * h

Valdosta, UOHI 
Ready To Travel
Valdosta and Lowndes County 

I basketball fans will have to do 
some traveling if they want to see 

’ their favorite teams in action 
* this weekend.

Valdosta will be playing at 
Albany on Friday and at Motu- 
ule as follows:

LOHI Is to meet Berrien County 
{Nashville) at Alapaha Friday 
and then is to face Jeff Davis at 

IB nUehurst on Saturday.
- There Will be plenty of other

action in the area with the sched­
ule as follows: ? ? ? ??

* * *
FRIDAY — Atkinson County: 

(Pearson) at Hahira, Cook County 
(Adel) at Brooks County (Quit-, 
man). Clinch County (Homer­
ville) at Nicholls, Jasper, Fla., 
at Greenville, Fla.

SATURDAY — Doerun at Ha­
hira, Omega at Georgia Christian 
Institute.

The weekend games with Al­
bany and Moultrie will be Region 
1-AAA tests for the VHS Wildcats 
and Kittens.

Coach Bill Kittrell’s Wildcats 
have a 7-8 record in all games 
and a 2-5 regional chart. Coach 
Bill Davis’, Kittens, riding the 
crest of a nine-game winning 
streak, have a 14-1 mark for the 
season. The Valdosta girls eased 
by - Warner Robins in their only 
regional outing. ,

The Valdosta eagers will be 
meeting both Albany and Moul­
trie for the first time this season.* * *

Coach Carlton Adams* Lowndes 
County Golden Eagles and coach 
Noel George’s LOHI girls will be 
playing return engagements with 
both Berrien County and Jeff 
Davis, a Region 1-A (East) 
opponent.

The Eagles trimmed Berrien, 
62-29, and just shaded Jeff Davis, 
48-47, in their first meetings.

Lowndes’ sextet dropped a 38- 
36 decision to Berrien and lost by 
a 48-45 margin to Jeff Davis in 
earlier games.

Adams’ Eagles have a 14-5 
overall record and a 4-3 regional 
chart. They’ve won eight in a row 
and 11 of the last 12.

The LOHI lassies have a 3-14 
mark in all games and a 1-6 lea­
gue chart.



’Wildcats, Kittens 
\Trounce Moultrie

SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

MOULTRIE — Valdosta’s Wild­
cats and Kittens rolled to victory 
in a Saturday night Region 1-AAA 
basketball doubleheader with 
Moultrie.

With their top offensive effort 
of the season, coach Bill Kittrell’s 
Wildcats trimmed Moultrie’s 
Packers, 73-39. The triumph boost­
ed the ’Cats’ overall record to 
8-9 and their loop mark to 3-6.

Coach Bill Davis’ Kittens notch­
ed a 50-32 win. The VHS sextet is 
now 16-1 for the season, 3-0 in 
regional play and has an 11-game 
winning streak.

The Wildcats gave an indica­
tion of what was to come when 
they jumped off to a 20-3 lead. 
They went on from there to vic- 

| tory.
1 Al vie Steele scored 16 points, 
N Leo Wells got 13 and Bill Wisen- 

baker RCrnuntpd for 11 fn spf the

scoring pace for the ‘Dosta quin-, 
tet.

The Kittens offered a balanced 
attack with Patty Nichols scor­
ing 20 points, Shelby Blanton 16 
and Lucille Dawson 16 as they 
got off to an early lead and were 
never headed.

* * $
Guards Sue Katz, Delores Lash­

ley and Mary Ann Mayo played 
key roles in the fine defensive 
effort which limited the Moultrie 
sextet to just 32 points.

GIRLS
Valdosta „________.18 34 43 50
Moultrie ________ 10 15 23 32

VALDOSTA (50) — Nichols 20, 
Blanton 16, Dawson 14, McClenny, 
Mayo, Rodgers, Lashley, Katz, 
Martin.

MOULTRIE (32) — Flowers 14, 
Schickel 9, Prince 5, Young 4, 
Gamage, Bozeman, Carlton, Wal­
den, Norman, Croft.

BOYS
Valdosta 20 42 51 73
Moultrie________  8 13 23 39

VALDOSTA (73) — Steele 16,
Wells 13, Wisenbaker 11, Johnson 
9, Harrell 7, Register 7, Smith
6, Thomas 2, Gayle.

MOULTRIE (39) — Harvey 14, 
Bradberry 6, West 5, Wilder 4, 
Holmes 3, Tillman 2, Croft 2, 
Sheldon 1.

'Dosta Cagers Face\ 
Berrien At Alapaha\
Valdosta will windup the 

“home” portion of its 1960-61 
slate and Lowndes County will 
close out its regular season dur­
ing a busy round of high school 

’basketball action in the area this 
| Week.

The VHS Wildcats and Kittens 
pave three twin-bills on tap this 
week.

They are' to meet Berrien Coun- 
tv at’Alapaha tonight then play I 
Region 1-AAA foes Moultrie and!

Albany here on Friday and Satur­
day respectively.

LOHI will meet Madison, Fla., 
here Saturday night in the regu­
lar season finale for coach Carl­
ton Adams’ Eagles and coach 
Noel George’s Lowndes sextet.

$ * *
Other games this week follow:
Tonight — Georgia Christian In­

stitute at Cook County (Adel), 
Brooks County (Quitman) at Cen­
tral (Thomasville), Lanier Coun-

' ty (Lakeland) at Clinch County
। (Homerville).

Friday — Hahira vs Berrien 
County at Ray City, Cook Coun­
ty at Central, Brooks County at 
Climax, Clinch County at St. 
George, GCI at Lanier County, 
Jasper, Fla., at Echols County 
(Statenville).

Saturday — Echols County at 
Hahira, GCI at Jennings, Fla., 
Lake City, Fla., at Jasper, Fla.

The Valdosta cagers will be 
playing return engagements with 
Berrien tonight at Alapaha.

In earlier meetings the ‘Cats 
defeated the Rebels, 54-39, and I 
the Kittens edged the Berrien I 
girls, 49-46.

The VHS quintet has an 8-9 rec­
ord. The Kittens have a 16-1 
mark after winning 11 in a row. I

After meeting regional foes
I Moultrie and Albany here this | 
weekend, the Valdosta teams 
have a pair of *road” dates to I 
keep next weel? before closing! 
out regular season play.

Lowndes and Madison will be 
meeting for the second time when ]

I they get together here on Sat- 
I urday night.

The Eagles turned back the 
Florida quintet, 48-34, and the 
LOHI girls triumphed, 52-21, in 
earlier games at Madison.

* * 4'
Adams’ Eagles have a 16-5 re­

cord that includes a string of 
10 straight wins.

LOHI will close out its regular 
season this week, but it won’t 
be the last time local fans will 
have a chance to see them in 
action. Lowndes will be in the 
Region 1-A (East) tourney to be 
played at the LOHI gym Feb. 
9-11.

One of the feature game in 
the area tonight will be between 
coach Billy Pafford’s Lanier 
County Bulldogs and coach Char­
lie Bennett’s Clinch County Pan­
thers at Homerville.

The Bulldogs and Panthers are 
two of the strongests teams in 
the section, regardless of class­
ification.
11 In an earlier meeting at Lake- j 
land, the Bulldogs triumphed. 70-j
57. Clinch and Lanier have match- ^^^fl#


