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65, a dapper dresser,
Dr. Steptoe,b/grey-haired, spectacled, /is not
a poor, struggling doctor. Sources estimate his annual
income at upwards of 40,000 pounds and say it could be considerably more,

perhaps double that. We have no confirmation of this
figure. However, he is widely regarded as being well-to-do. It is
common to hear that Steptoe makes a lot of money from abortions, which
are quite legal, and this week the Oldham evening chronicle came right out
and said so, in an editorial.

Says the Evening Chronicle: "Now that it’'s been credibly

announced that the world’'s first test-tube baby is not officially due
until august 4, we hope there will be a cooling-off in the unwelcome and
undignified activity which the whole affair has attracted. It was not
wrong and it was not unnatural that the world's press should scramble
for information...People want to know, and have a right to be curious
about such things, and it is the press’s duty to satisfy that curiosity.
But it was surely a mistake to try to channel
the satisfaction of that curiosity through one newspaper syndicate, and
to attempt to charge for the information....we have surely reached
a stage when research of this kind, which will be a boon to infertile
women throughout the civilized world, should be properly rewarded in
a seemly fashion. This was no technique to be sold to a national
newspaper in a deal which, however honorable the motives might have been,
however right it was that rewards should be commensurate with the
achievement, would inevitably, in the long run, look to many people
sordid and wrong. As it was, Mr. Steptoe financed his researches from
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his private abortions. Nothing wrong with that, of course. There is a
certain ethical balance about spending noney gained from removing
unwanted babies on giving infertile women the babies they so desperately
desire. But it is not the way it would have been done in america, say,
or Germany. The experiments ought to have been properly financed by
an interested and forward-looking government department. And a man of
Mr. Steptoe's standing in his profession should not have needed to
sell the rights in his story to a fleet street newspaper to gain a
proper reward, Nor should he have felt it necessary to include his
patient and her unborn child in a deal in which, properly, he had

no rights.”

(Our note: Steptoe-Edwards have denied that they nave signed any
contract with associated newspapers. But obviously, the evening
chronicle believes they were behind thematsse of the rights to associated
newspapers, which they were, and that Steptoe-Edwards still intend to
make money out of this, even if the money goes to their
research trust to further their work. The Evening Chronicle has been
at odds with Steptoe for some time, because Steptoe has not given
this local paper any breaks on the story, and has criticized the paper
for some of the accounts it has written. You'll recall that Steptoe
asked the press some time ago not to identify the mother.

Although all other papers have now named the mother, to this moment
the oldham evening chronicle has not, is still referring to her
as "Mrs. X.")

The evening chronicle editorial says: "Surely, it was for the mother to
say whether her name and the upbringing of her child would remain a
secret or become a peep-show for the world. No doubt if the mother

had needed money it could easily have been found by selling the commercial
rights to manufacturers of baby foods and baby equipment, much as the
parents of quins or quads do. Then it would have been her decision and
her responsibility, as it ought to be. It could never have been right

for the sole rights in the story to be auctioned off to one newspaper,

for one thing, the story is and should be the property of the world; and
for another, there was no way the world's press would have felt themselves
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obliged to honor a deal in which they had no part. If v/e, the oldham
evening chronicle, could beat the world to the story last april, without
a cheque book or even a wallet in our hands, how could the daily mail
or any other fleet street newspaper hope to hold to themselves a
property as hot as this one? Apparently it is now decided that a
press conference will be held as soon as possible after the baby's
birth. The announcement is not before time. Perhaps it will put an
end to the unseemly behavior which has done nothing but harm to the
press's reputation as well as rather unfairly, to that of the medical
team.”

(Regarding abortions in Britain: the 1967 abortion act made legal
abortions more freely available. The criteria for such abortions
are that to have the baby would cause the woman physical and mental
harm on medical grounds. This has to be agreed by two doctors, normally
a G.P. and a consultant (such as Steptoe). In law, it is considered
too late to have an abortion after 28 weeks, and a government-sponsored
committee has recommended that this limit be reduced to 24 weeks. The
average rate for a private abortion is about 180 pounds. Sources say
that over the years Steptoe has been approached by hundreds of women
to perform abortions, and its a known fact that he does it, and why
not, because it is perfectly legal. He does them at oldham and district
general hospital, where Mrs. Brown is to have her baby. Check tk
on that).

The OIld ham evening chronicle says that what

makes steptoe's breakthrough "even more of an achievement
was the fact he was working virtually on a shoe-string budget.”
consultant gynaecologist at oldham General until his official
retirement from the national health service just two months ago, Steptoe

Is continuing to work and will not sever his links
with hospitals in oldham until Mrs. Brown's baby is born, newspapers
report. And maybe he will continue after that. Says the

NHS area health administrator: "We consider his work to be very important.
It cannot be ended just because he is 65."

Nobody knows whether Ms. Brown is paying Steptoe, for his work
with her. Sources doubt it.But of course he does collect

from private patients
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The NHS has stated that Mrs. Brown is entitled to NHS facilities. The
NHS has said that as far as the health service is concerned, its
obligation is to render every medical assistance to bring this unique
birth to a successful conclusion, "but we are in no way committed

to involving ourselves in the publicity or the mundane material problem
of finance being paid by a newspaper for exclusivity."”

Newspaperreport Steptoe has always had the reputation as a
highly-skilled surgeon with a voracious appetite for work. A wartime
surgeon Lt.-Cdr. in the royal naval volunteer reserve, Steptoe took
up his consultancy in Oldham in 1951. H and his wife, Sheena, arrived
two years after the birth of their second child, sarah Joanna. The
steptoes, now grandparents, also have an older son.

Nobody seems to know anything about the son.
Steptoe was chief assistant obstetrician and gynaecologist at the
Whittington hospital group, Staffordshire, before moving to oldham.
Steptoe argued long and hard for a family planning clinic to be set up

in Oldham in the late 1950s, in 1964 presented a paper to the first
international symposium of gynaecological endoscopy at Palermo, Italy,

two years later led a team of doctors, pathologists,
technicians and photographers in Oldham in making an 18-minute color
film about cervical cancer.

The evening chronicle reports it was in the late fifties that Steptoe
became avidly interested in the facet of infertility that was to consume
the rest of his life, but "it wasn't until the mid-sixties that he
gave the first hint of the holy grail he was seeking.” Witing in the
British commonwealth journal of obstetrics and gynaecology, he
said: "Laparoscopy is an essential technique to be used when ordinary
clinical methods fail. In he field of infertility investigations,
laparoscopy can be the most important factor and indeed the only
method of accurately assessing certain factors." The
laparoscopy technique was introduced to the gynaecology unti at
oldham general by Steptoe in 1960, the chronicle reports.
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At virtually every stage of Steptoe's research,
there were failures, complications and delays, but he's said to have
granite dedication, A professor at Manchester University was
quoted: "It is remarkable that this work has been produced from an
extremely busy center of gynaecological surgery, when a lesser
man than Mr, Steptoe might well have become engrossed in activities
of a purely routine nature, One of Steptoe's
former registrars was quoted: "He has this magnificent obsession that
he will crack this problem and nothing will stop him."
The chronicle goted this man as

saying Steptoe cares about people, "he wants to solve
their problems; he wants the day to come when every woman can have her
own child. That is why he does not see any contradiction between the
fact that so much of the finance necessary for his research into the
creation of life comes from private abortions. "

In 19G5, there were rumors that Steptoe's growing distinction

had led to new offers and that he would be leaving thehospital. Steptoe
denied it, Two years later his book, "laparoscopy in Gynaecology" was
published, revealing the depth of his eight-year research into
infertility. Then on Feb. 13, 1969, it was announced that Steptoe
and his cambridge scientist colleague, edwards, and a team at c abridge
university, had fertilized a human egg with male sperm outside a woman's
body. Immediately, the erperiemnts were condemned by ¢ birch stalwarts
as violating natural law and being immoral, while his routine abortion
operations also confused people—a man creating life on one hand, but

destroying it on the other. In may, 1969, Steptoe was given an
award for his pioneering work in laparoscopy, by the fellowship of
post-graduate medicine. A fellow consultant was quoted: "I don't

know how he does it. Not only does he work harder in the hospital

than anyone else, but he is constantly involved in the administrative and
committee sides of the job. It's like watching a world-class footballer...
he always seems to havetime to control the MMball, total command of what
he is doing, and an ability to move at full speed without seeming to
rush."”



The evening chronicle says "during his own medical
career, Mr. Steptoe has on two occasions found himself on the wrong
end of a doctor's stethoscope. In 1954, he escaped with minor injuries
after a head-on collision near northampton while driving to collect
his wife, and more recently when he had two plastic joints inserted in
plastic hips.

No explanation given why he needed the operation. Seeking explanation.
Steptoe is described as an impeccable dresser, enjoys
watching cricket, and is an accomplished organist. A 1955 clip says
Steptoe gave a recital after evensong at a local church,

playing choral preludes, and bach.

The evening chronicle, while not repeat not saying that Steptoe

charges for his test tube operation, reports "the price of a
test-tube baby is around £2,000. That's one consultant's estimated
cost for a woman having the implant done privately and all subsequent
treatment until the day the baby is born."”

] ] ] ] asquiet, )

Mrs. Brown is described in published reports/agietshy, and sometimes
depressed and weepy in the hospital, spending her time making
phone calls, doing puzzles, crosswords and knitting. She likes polo mints,
a mint candy, and chews gum. Steptoe discouraged cigarette s snoking, but
the local paper says "that apparently didn't stop her enjoying
the odd secret cigarette." The evening chronicle reports that "at one
time she was very worried because her baby seemed undersized in relation
to the number of weeks of her pregnancy. But these fears were allayed

after she talked to other patients." The evening
chronicle describes her as "five feet five inches tall and well-
built, with pretty doll-like features, short, mousey-colored hair, cut

in a page-boy style. She often lounges in an easy chair

in her room, wearing a brown and white striped, zip-up,
bell-sleeved housecoat. She eats ordinary hospital food. A typical
breakfast would be cereal followed by suasage and bacon, or haddock,
and lunch was usually a choice of braised steak, or steak and kidney pie
with mashed potatoes, followed by fruit tart, a milk pudding or sponge
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and custard, washed down with tea or coffee.... her room is painted
turquoise blue, with a cream ceiling, and a deep cream vinyl floor
covering with brown and red speckles. Ironically, the woman who is so
desperate for a child of her own, overlooks, from her fourth-floor
vantage point, the children’s unit opposite, complete with its gaily
colored swings and roundabouts.” Ms. Brown is said to have a TV and
radio in her room, so she’'s aware of the press circus that is going on.
The process by which Mrs. Brown became pregnant took a decade to
perfect, "making the delicate instrument, the follicle
aspirator, used to gently suck the egg from its follicle bed,
mirror conditions outside the womb to those inside, and gauge
exactly the right time to reimplant the oocyte (egg) into the uterine
cavity where it will hopefully take hold and begin to
develop," one reported noted. "As well as being the normal
meeting place of sperm and egg, the tubes are actually responsible for the
survival and maintenance of the fertilized egg during the three days it
takes to reach the uterine cavity, During the journey, the egg... gathers
its nourishment from the highly specialized cells along the tubal
passageway... it is this days-long journey that Steptoe must mirror outside
the womb as the egg begins its life in the...phial where it is
fertilized. One of the major problems is getting an egg the right size
and suitable for fertilization...Steptoe can see into the patient’'s body
by using a method he has worked with for 20 years, laparoscopy... the
patient is given a general anaesthetic and gs is introduced into the
abdomen to separate organs to give free space for examination. General
anaesthetic is important as the patient must have complete muscle
relaxation and controlled ventilation during oocyte recovery...the ovaries
are manipulated by grasping forceps and the aspirator collects the contents
of the follicle. Gentle suction is used to draw the egg from its follicle
bed. Very little bleeding occurs. The whole procedure takes about 20
minutes.. . edwards watches the eggs forming in the vitro solution as
the cells break down. The sequence develops from two to four to eight to
16 and to 32. At this stage and at 64 the embryo can be squirted back
into the womb. The ultimate 64-cell breakdown was finally developed in
1972" said this report, which ran in the oldham evening
chronicle.
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The hospital stall is reported to he running "a sweepstakes on
the date of birth."”

Asked how Mrs. Brown is, a nurse told a manchester paper: "She just
feels like any other mother-to-be: tired, fed up and fat."

The Chronicle says the implant in Mrs. Brown was late October,
rather than November, as some reports have it.

In a lancet article in 1976, steptoe-edwards reported they made a
woman pregnant with an egg fertilized outside the body, but the embryo
died after ten weeks. The woman,not named, was 35 and became pregant in
1974 through the process developed by steptoe-edwards. The pregnancy
failed because the developing embryo failed to settle properly in the
womb, but blocked the oviduct, the passage down which the eggs travel
from ovary to womb. Steptoe-edwards said: "Our observations
provide the first documented evidence that human empryos cultured outside
the human body for four and a half days are capable of implantation."”

Curiously, although the impending birth by nrs. brown is
sensational news in Britain and

abroad, for the most part people in Oldham are not excited (apart from the

press). This is because the work of Steptoe-edwards has been going on
so long, and has been chronicled so often in the local papers, that
Oldham people are used to it. Their reaction to mrs. Brown's impending

delivery is, "That's nice, but let’'s wait until it happens and see if
everything turns out all right."
In November, 1977, it was reported that up to that time Steptoe
had tried embryo transfer on 36 women. On July 11, this year, the
Daily Express reported that between 80 to 100 women had had implants, out

of about 400wme has treated. in
Sources here know of no other women presently
waiting to give birth, other than Mrs. Brown. Whether there are other

successful, early-term pregnancies, is not known.
According to a report in the evening chronicle, Steptoe underwent
"a successful operation for an arthritic hip last year (1977)."
presumabky, this was the operation they referred to in another
story, the one saying he had two plastic joints inserted in plastic hips.
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Just last month (June), papers reported that a senior medical
researcher had called for a halt to work on test tube babies. Dr,
ronald barnes, head of the ebryology and foetal development division
of the clinical research center in Middlesex, said he had stopped
his research work into producing mice and rabbit embryos in the lab
because of abnormalities in the animal pregnancies. Said Barnes: "We
have chosen to look at the animal model, which is the sensible way to look
at this, | am concerned because we got so many red lights in the
findings we have had so far in respect of mice and rabbits,” (Steptoe
said he had no comment
Dr. Barnes said: "I am concernedabout what has been going on with the
human test tube babies—very little has been published in scientific
journals...Until such times as in vitro fertilization is proved to be
sale in animals, | suggest that to use this procedure in humans is unwise,”
Barnes listed the dangers he had observed in his experiments: increased
chances of imperfect eggs, micro-organic infection of the fertilized egg,
increased risk of chromosomal abnormalities and the chance that nature's
fail-safe mechanism—which might abort an abnormal embryo—might not work
for the artifically fertilized egg,
in new york
The del zio versus Dr. Vande Wiele caseimmgs getting big play in
british newspapers, tied in with the Brown pregnancy.
In 1971, Steptoe was quoted in british press: "We are not in a
race to beat the americans to a test tube baby,"”
In 1972, Steptoe won an italian award for producing and directing
a film, "Operative Laparoscopy in Gynaecology,” which showed his
technique for exploring the abdomen. It was made at oldham hospital.
An interesting indication that Steptoe all along has planned
to publicize their work through a commercial agency is
given in a letter to the assistant news editor of the Oldham

evening chronicle, seen in their fil s, Steptoe wrote May 26, 1978: "I am
sorry that | cannot allow any story of any kind to be collected from the
medical and nursing team in our work. If eventually there will be any

story, pictures and television rights released they will be done through
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an agency and you will have to direct all your queries to them and make
any offers to them for material. Your editor will he informed in due
course of the name and address of the agency.” updating as indicated.

end oldham file.

Latest "scoop" from the hospital: The "sun” claims, "according to the
staff at the hospital,” that "lorry driver gilbert
brown will witness the birth of the century. (He's) asked doctors if
he can be in the operating theater” when his wife gives
birth. Steptoe has agreed to the request, the story claims.

updating as indicated. end oldham file.



