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SLAVERY AND THE WAR

Feou the commeneament of that internecine war, which is now
raging with a0 mosh fory in our sonntry, the faith that it wonld
cvontuobe jo the cothire destroctlon of Amerlcan slovery wos, with
many good men, skrong.  They had long stood appalled befors
this gigantic natlanal evil, afrald almost to atter in words the sen-
timants of condemoation that were buoroing in their hesrts, and
entirely uoable to sem how any pxodos was to be opened for the
enzlavar, ‘The problem was too profound for homan solution,
Girl wrownd with copstitublooal defewses, sod e dglbeouznoss
mainteined by the teachinga ef almost every polpit in the Bonth,
an inatitntion, onoa nniversally confeased to ba bt temporary, and
deatined befor: che moreh of clriligodon and rellgion Lo pass away,
saamed fast imbeddiog itself iodiseclubly, inta the wery strootore
of & large part of American soniety.

But how chapmed was the whole sapect of this question, the
very moment that this great nationsl gin, in itz vaoliing ambition,
grappled with lberty, and sought to horl foto the dwst, the vecy
institotions that had fostered its greatness ! Timid philanthropists
and religionists then eaw, ot ooee, chat God hed taken this problem,
a0 fneolable with them, inte His hands, and that now again, in the
oyca of all the nations, would that prophecy of Christ be folfilled—
“ Al they that take the sword shafl perlsh with the sword.™

Doutiléss mt tha outsst, thizs expectation of the Goal issos was,
a4 to the mode of it secomplishment, vagne  Alen walked to this
sublima conclusion by a simple falth. Toable to belivre that the
purpaese of Qod lo permitting this rebellion was onr national ruin,
bul eeclog iv it His design to cleanss and purify v, in what othar
direation eould the process axtend but in this? True, slavery woe
ot oiar only nadlobs]l sin, We had other evils over which to
maurn, sod to rid os of which, we well deserved the judgments of

(4)



4 HLAVTEARY AND THE WARB.

Grod. Dot all thase, individoally sonsidered ot aggrepated, what
were they when once compared with the singla fact of the enslare-
ment of nearly fonr milliona of people ¥ Are other denvns o he
#xorcised from vor body pelitie, and thiz one fo remain T God
bringing ua throngh this tersible baptism of bloed, to cleanas the
white tobe of onr natinnal pority from & few of ite minor fopurl-
tivs, but yet to permit this deepest, darkest stain to remaio ?
That would be & arenpe eleology, indeed, that wonld lead aoy to
auch a conclugicn,

Apd this faith io the oltimate issne of our stroggle, cherighed
by mowy, the very momest thet hostilities were commensed, how
wonderflly has every aubzequent event conflemed 18! God has
given us, in this webellion, what we bhave been wont to eall dark
s, but iu reallty they were bright ones. He has suffersd car
armies sometimes to ba defeated ; but our greatest morad victories
have been at those vory seescos achisved, ¥hat it it had been
otherwise ¥ What, Il over the defeoses of Manassess, or throogh
ihe swawmpe of the Chickshominy, or across the Kappshannock
awl the Mapidew, our armies had marched to rietory ! Wonld
not the Lfrien, 1o all probabillty, have bean restored opon its old
baeis, snd slavery have gone on for many centoriea to come, sus-
tained in ite prescot possessions, if not extended by all the da-
foorz of the Federal Constitution ! It Is nothing but these very
defeats which bave rendered such a supposition improbable, if wot
impossible.  Bak for thern Congrese mighl never bava pussad the
Couoliseutivn Aet, por the President have izaped his proclamation
of emencipation to the englaved. Tt was tlie successes of Ehe rabel-
lion that consfreined this legialation. They were dernier resorts,
extra-constitntional acts—ib may be—adopled by vur civil ao-
thorities reloctantly, snd ocly from the neceszities of self-preser-
Fatist.

And thue bas it been all slong in the Listory of this stroggle,
‘We often murvel ut the Lot haste with which aome Furopean
powers acknowledred these rebels against onr Government as
" belligerentds’ . and we can hardly repress the indigoation that
we feel agaiost our mother conntry, for the substential sympathy
ghe hag given them  Previoos to the euthreak of this war, 0o ons
cold for & moment heve imagined, that Eoglapd wouold have pur-
aued such a policy woward ns, a3 she has. Dot recently, hersell,
delivared from & fearful rebellion which (brestensd to tesr From
her ooe of her Intgest possessione, and to guell which she had (o
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ponr ont not a little of her most precions blood, we were all ready
to expect her warmeet sympathy with os In o eimilar peril.  But
imay wi iot, I the issoa to which it muet lead, felicitate oorseives
that she hes denied us this F—ay | that she has given that very
sympathy which we had antivipated for oarselves, to our snemiss}
Had it been 6s we hoped, the sword woold, long ere this, have
heet gleathed, It has beeo forelpn aympathy aod odd, together
with the hope of [orelgn intervention and recognitivn, that bas
made the leaders of thiz rebellion so persistent in their tremsom,
They bave oot desistad in their mad purpose, becanea voizes of
bape bave aver been coming to them from beyeud the sea.

Bt did many good wen, at the commencement of thie war, by
Sfwith, sae in {t8 Anal iezue (he destractlon of American slavery ¥
Did thay belleve thet {ta mission woe to us, o8 wis that of Mozcs
to Pharach, and that we shonld finally behold a second axodus of
the enalaved 7 Tt i& now mote thao feith which apprebends sech 2
result,. We can olmost walk by sight to this sublime eoncluslon.

One of the profonndest thinkers of oot age, In speaking of the
reletiong that thie war sosteine to Americen slavery, ramarks:
“T caonot see how any Bonthern man, desiing that slavery shoald
be contlbued aud perpetusted, can be willlng to permit this war
to be & long one ; nor ean I see bow oy Worthern man, hoping
and praying for the destroction of slavery, ean desire that the war
should b & ehott ons.” The afgument in well pat, a0d oo cendid
mind, we think, can fall to admit ite truthfulueds. Liberty muost
follow in the wake of our inveding armies. The rradual disinte-
gration of domegtie parvitnde, i one of the uatoral processes of o
wat llka thiz Elavery must flee before our advanciog hosts, as
darkness fiea before the light.  Muuy slavas voluntarily coms ioto
the Federal lines, othera fall into thesa lines from nevessity, and few

. of sither elaze con ever be made agale to wear the yoke of bondage.
Home ore brooght under the advantages of a purtinl edocution, s
few are armed, all taste of the sweets of personal Iberty, awd are
thus onfitted, by a threefold influence, for fotore eervitude. At
every poiot, in the domain of slavery, where our arms bave nlready
established themsgelves, the procem of emancipativn is actoally
going on. A Bag of freedom {8 ooforled, and oodar its folds, o
rapidly angmenting nombers, are gathered the ensloved. It has
been estimated, (bat in this way, more than one bondred aod ffcy
thouzand elaves, have already bean made freemen,

Muoreowet, where these Infloences have not as pet been felt, where
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the rabellinon 1a etill in foll power, the necessities of war have re-
gaired the report, on the part of our cncmics, to an expedlent thar
fo ilanll full of peril to the stability of slavery, A verylargs nom-
ber of elaves, withdrawn from their labor on isolated plantations,
and in golet ¥illagee, have heen cosgregated In clilea, or ab other
poiuta of peril, to build forts, or to dig trenches, or in aome othar
way to aid in the defenses of their mastere. Will these, when
again remsnded to their guiet home-labor, he the same poacerol
and willing poljecta of opprassion that they once wera 7 Ie it pos-
gible to coneelve that, while thos employed, some true econception
of the natora of thia stroggle will not find its way into aven their
hesotted intellact, so that, ever after, the Nerth Btar will shine
more brightly to thelr vision, and be more sitraciive to thaoir
fogitive fect ?

And thesa natural processes of the war, slimivating slavery,
must only incrense B8 it continues to be vigorously waged. The
more the wedpge iz driven, the broader will be the rent, and the
deeper down will it ruo, (Hd ceoters of light brightening, will
throw ont their beama farther into the darkness; and pew ones
kindled will seatter & darkness that still remaing oobroken. Along
the Atlantic seaboard and the Golf of Mexieo, from the month of
the Delpware to the Rio Grande, there waa not, a twelremonth
ago, & Bingle polat where freedom bad o bome, That whalc ne
of aen-coast, with a vaat tareitory stretohing away fo the north end
west, was In the oodlspated posscasion of slavery. As however,
by the prowess of anr arms, forts, navy-yards, and cities have all
slong that cosst been wrested from vebel hands, they have each
ong bacoms—unintentionally, perhaps, but Mrom very decessity—
free homee for the enslaved. FHrvents have daily oeonrred there
that woere nover known before. Lobor hos been remuwperated,
ignoranee instrocted, and bondmen wade free, And shell this
process contiona for apother twelvemonth?  Bhall these Ffree
homes for the epslaved not only go on with their zreal work of
emancipation, bat be multiplied all along that coaat ! Shall Wil-
tnington, Charleston, and Mobile b added to Norfolk, Beaofort,
and New Orleana? How conld slavery survive the poteney of snch
{nflngnces, working—at her very heari—her deefroction 7

Dot further, how disastrous, in ite resulls to slavery, must e the
simple continnapce by ont navy of the present blockade of the
Bouthern porta] Tarhaps no coontry In the world ever enjoyed
ae completa a monopely of a great siaple of trade aa the States
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now in rebellion against thie government.  The cotten mannfacto-
ries of Enpland and Franee, snpposad to give enplayment to more
than & millfan and o half of persons, and to yield an anonal income
in England slona of thirty-six millions ponnds sterling, have for
the Inet twenty-five years, received from these Htates, more than
fonr-fifths of their supplles.* At the commencemont of this cen-
tury the amonnt of cottun grown in this country was incomsider-
able. The Toited States then yielded but & small fractlon of the
sggregate productlon of the world. Dub ever since thut, the goan-
tity grown here has becn rapidly foereasing, while that prodoesd
pleewhors—Indis and Epypt cxecepied—has materially lemenad, By
an ufficlal reporl made to the Coogress of the TTnited Btntes in the
vear 18308 it appeara that whila the total prodoction of raw cotton
for tha previoons year (1324} was 900,000,000 pounds, 460,000,000
ponmds wers exported from our own lend.f  And it ie the growth
of thiz trade, rapid heyond sll commercial precedent, that haa en-
riched these Btates, made slavery to them a profitable featliution,
and givem them, in thig siruggele, to 30 preat o depree the sympathy
of forcign nationa.  Indeed, the monopoly of this grest staple bae
been the bolwark of Amerfean elavery. It was this that arrested
thet procesa of emaocipation, which had before heen gradually
extending [teelf as a great tide of blessing over our whole land, ond
which wranghte—as we shall hereafter more folly ape—a grest rev-
alution of sentiment, even ai the HBonth, In repard to the moral
character of this institution. 'There Is moch truth In that adage,
regerded commerclally, " Collog iz King. ™

But already does the throng of this monarch totter. Already,
hag the monepoly of this article, possessed po long by the Booth-
ern Biater, been hopelesely broken. Should peace be restored to-
day, the commercial world will never be os deperdent npon this
country, for ber supply of cotton, as che has been.  Other sources
liave been opened for this sopply, and throngh them will oo ineon-
tiderable portion, of the raw material, be hereafter procured, The
blockade of the SBonthern porls of ibis country, preventiug ihe
expartation of cotton, has already preatly stimnlated ite growih, In
every other lapnd, adapbed by elifnate and agil for its produection.
And let this condition of things exist much longer, let the supply
of eotton from this conntry to England and France be cut off for

# T'anny Cyclopmdia, arilele Cotfos.
t 368 Wondbory's Beport to the House of Jleprisentallives,
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another twelvemonth, and what thongh then her porte be opened
to the commeree of the world, other nations will have wrested
foreser from her graep this great seepter of power. India, Egypt,
and Bouth Afries will then sapply the looms of Manchester, Stock-
port, and Glasgow, Tields heretofore sown in ootton, will be
planted in wheat, or comn.  Slavery will cease o be sn economical
institntion ; and conseience, no longer perverted by the profits of
poregoited labor, will instinotively speak oot its abhorreoce of
human servitnds,

Nor can we ses that the issue would be materizlly changed,
shonld wa sllow the sopposition of a failore of gor arma, sud the
congequent sstablishment, as a separate nation, of the States now
in rebellion againgt thia government, Admitting, for argoment
gake, soch & result of thiz stroggle, and conld the slavery of tha
black race long remain as an institotion of the new Confederacy ¥
Tts geographical boondary to the North, wherever drawn, eonld be
bot imaginary. With ne great rivers or mountainn flowing across
gor cootinent, a line of ssparation between the new government,
and the old Univw, conld exist only on parchment. For fifteen
hundred miles, and more, slavery and freedom wonid le side by side ;
ug physical barriers would separate them. Couold darkness bear
soch proximity to light T

We shonld remember that, npon the ropposition now meds, it is
highly probable, if not certain, that there would be everywhere in
the old Toion the moat intensa aversion to slavery, Iis nitizens
wauld rightfully regard it ss the cansg of all fheir national tronbles,
and, instead of apologizing for it, and looking kindly apon it, as
many now do, sl wonld denounce and exerrats it. Any provi-
glon for the rendition of fugitive slaves wonld then be impossible.
Every bondman would be free the very nzoment that, crossiog that
imarinary live of demarkation befween the two ustions, hia feet
ghonld tread wpon our seil. Ay, morel to eroea that loe he
would be lovited, if oot by actosl legislation, yet by the warm aym-
pathies of our whole people.  Borely “ the apider’s most attennatad
wih, were cord and cable,” to the foeble hold that the slarcholder
would then have upon his huwey chettel.  An erly morving walk,
& quist strol] at evening, the leapiog of a feoce, the fording of &
little stresm, & certain read t¢ liberty, who amouy the enslaved
would not walk in it? Freedom, when bronpght Into soch a con-
tuct with alavery, wonld encroach very rapldly open bLer domals,
Bhe would extend her lines farther and farther iuto the dominlon
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of her epemy; nor conld the precess be well impeded ontil her
whole territory should thes be gradually, but surely, wreated from
her grasp.

Moreover, locklnpg at the physical and social condition of the
SBiates that would thos be confederated, do we wot see Lhal weuy
of them contain in themeslves elemtents, that could vot long ha
guist and submiseive, iv & govérnment boilt upon slavery ag its
cornar-gtone

A gingle plance st the map of this coontry will show slmost
every Blave Btate to be divided into two sections, differing very
widuly from each other in their physiesl geography. One is hilly
and rogged, ond {8 formed by those two mountaln ranges which,
ronolog In almost parallel Hoes throaph the center of Viegiols, wnd
from theuce through Western North Carolina, and Eastern Tenones-
sna, terminate in Northarn Gleorgia, and Alabama, The other is
level apd low, and stretches northward, and westward, from the
Atlantio, and the Guolf. And as these two sections contrast in
their physical aepect, 8o do they in ellbate, productions, strocture
of soelety, pollical views, sod wecessilies. Oope Is adapted to
the growth of the great staples of & semi-tropics] climate ; in the
othar the cereal grains of the North are most cultivated. Ip one
section, the people—save in tha large cities—ara almost wholly
engapad in agripoltural pnrsoits; in the other, the facilities for
manufictories iovite their establishment. The one i peopled by
large landholders, of bigh, social, and sgmetimes intellectasl cul-
ture, but of & prond and arrogant spirit; the other by a compara-
tively tode and simple people, of linited possezeions. The one, io
ita political policy, favora free trade ; the other hos ita interest
beal subserved by some proteetion to home indasiry. In the cne
glavery seems alost Indlponous, has grows lnle gipantle propor-
thobis, and is doubtless pecondarily profitable ; in the other it is oo
axotio, hae nevar eo firmly interworen itself into the stroctors of
aotiaty, and I& perhape peconiarily » borden. And now can it ba
suppoged Lliat this latter eection, this mounisin region, this land
along whoss streains are glow]y springing np manufacturiog eatab-
lighments, thie Jund of hurdy indostry and small farms, would long
submit to a Fovernment, that ia wholly in the interest of the rich
BTistoCTRtie eotton-prowers of the low cooutry, and Lhat hps heen
setabiished wntirely for their aggrandizement? Already has that
part of this great gection of the SBouth, which borders upon free-
dem, asserted that it had no sympathy with this new Covolfedersey.
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Western Virginia iz, npon any supposition that we can maks as to
the igrng of this war, Indissolubly connected with the North; and
g0, donbtlees, would Esstern Tennesses bo, conld she bot hava bad
her own eleetion in the matter. And the other poctivns of this
same geetion, thongh for o little scoson drawn Into sech sn allinoee,
eonld not in it be long retained.  There ig wot, io & word, st the
Houth iteslf, we contend, that homogeneonaness whick is esmential
to o elave oligernhy.  Boch a goveroment wonld eontain io iteelf, the
gcads, of its own dissolotion.

We have no hasitation, then, in afirnniog, a8 oor settled convie-
tiom, that the issum of this war will be the ewtire destruclion of
American slavary. Each fact o the wnfolding of thiz bloody
tragedy, haa only helped us on to thiz conclosion. We walked by
faith, timidly buot hopefally, to thie rasolt when the first clash of
arme broke mpon onr astonished ear, but now we walk to it hy
gight, boldly, and withont aoy feer of disappoiotment. Tewo, wo
may be Alow in reaching this acblime gusl (ireat social evlls do
not ardinarily sither come or po, as did Jonah’s gourd, Tn a night.
There may yet be many o convolsdyve throe of thiz hydrs before {6
dies, But the death-blow bay been glven U, snd all the politi-
eal revoletions that are now ghaking our land, are but its dying
aponies.

With thia deep conviction, we propose in this article, not indaad
to write the abifumry of slavery, hut to peek to resnne from ablivion,
gome great facts in its !1intur'_lr, that may affurd the material for
those who will hereaftar ba called to petform this affiee.

We will firgt briefly glance at the history of slavery dorving onr
eolonial dependence, show how pencrally the colonists regarded
the aystem as morightecus, and how etontly they all reststed ite
gxtangion in their midst.

Every one, et all familisr with the carly history of this comntry,
Il wware of the way in which slavery wos barva fptroduead. In thae
month of Angust, 1620—a little more than thirteen years after the
firet permanant Eoglish actilement waeg made on thiz contincut, and
* foor months before the Puritan colony landed at Plymouth—a
Duteh man-of-war enkered the Jameg Hiver, and aold to the colo-
nizts twenty Guines peproes. The additions, however, thet for
the next faw yoars were made to this number, moet have been qnite
Inconsiderabls, for in 1850 we find that the proportion of slaves
to freemen In the colony was bot one to fifty. It was not uotil
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James IL, in 1672, chartered a company, for {hoe express purposs
of treding in glnves, noder the name of *“ The Royal Afriean Com-
peny,” that the institution of elavery mag be :ald to have beeotns
eatelllshed in the Virginia colony.

But ]l this transpired, let it be hers carefolly noted, wnsanc-
tioned by any colonisl legislation. The system domesticated itsalf
in the coloay gradnally and sorreptitionsly; and while the imme-
diate detmand for laborers in & new comniry, donbtless hlinded the
ayes of the colonists to the evils that domestic servitods wouald
ultfmalely entail opon them, vet never did it lead them in any way
to pive to this institntion the least legal asnetlon. Indeed ' there
iz not,” 3ays Bancroft, ' in all the colonial legislation of Americs,
one single lut) which recognizes the rightfulness of slavery
the abufrael,™  The colony &t Grat passad by the subject Io allence.
Ton weak to utter eny proteat againgt ib, it passively suffersd jts
introdoction. Buot this silence was soon broken; and the firsg
elava-holding eolony in thiz conntry, by » long aeriee of legislative
enactments, uttered, in no uncertnin words, her gevere condemna-
tion of that very system, to conserve and perpetuste whieh, she is
new seeking to destroy onr National Government.

But, before notlelog the streooons opposition that the Virginis
colony made, Lo the extension of slavery in its midat, thare i3 owe
foct, commen to all the aolonies, which, ae it strikingly illustratas
how general was then the belief that Christisnity wee opposed to
slavery, we will de well hera to mention.. From New England to
Carolina, the opinion that, by consenting to the haptism of his
slave, the master virtoally enfranchised him, was almost wniversal.
The colonists, did not believe that & man eould become the Lord's
fresman, and yet remain in bondege to bis feliew-man.  And how
deep and general this sentiment was, we may judge from the fact
that the three colonial lagislaturss of Maryland, Virgivia, and
South Cercling, pave s nagativa to it by special snactmenta, As
B0 eXample, we guots & brief section from the act passed by the
legialuture of Maryland in 1715:—

“Forusmuch as many people have neglactad to baptize their negroes,
ar suffer thetn fo be buptized, on & vain apprehension Lhat negroea, by
receiving the sacramant of bapiism are manomitted and sek free—DBa i
enacted, cto., "'bat no wegro oF nagroas, by regeiving the holy garament
of baptiam, i therahy manomitted or set free, nor hath aoy right or tiite

# Vul. i, o 409,
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to freedom or mapnmissiot maors than he had bafare, any law, wsage, or
mustom to the contrury notwithatending. '

The crown lawyers of Eongland, aleo, declared thie sentiment off
the colonlats to be erroneous. Yorke and Talbot, his Majosty’s
Attorney and Solicilor-General, prononnced it lawhol to retsin o
baptized negro in slavery; and these oplnions were pristed, sod
wildely circnlated in the colopies.  And to this same end was like-
wlae the power of the Chnreh evoked. Gibson, the Bishop of
Loodon, declarad that “ Cheistlanity and the embracing of the
Goepel doeg not make the least alteration in civil property ¥

1n & case, tried before the Judges of the King’s Bench in Eng-
Tand, In 169§, and whern the guestion, whether the baptiem of a
negro slave, wifhout the privity or comsant of his master, emanei-
pated him f underwent an elaborate discussion, the counsel for the
glava thus presanted the moral wrgoment upon the aliemative r—

‘Iaing baptized eccording to the ues of the Church, be [the slave) Is
therchy mmde o Christion ; ¥ *  but il the duatles which ariza from such
a cendition couoot be performed in & slate of servitude, the baptsm
wueh be mapnmission. That sueh dutiea ¢annot be performed ia plain ;
for the peraone haptized are tnbe eonfirmed by tha [Hozeaen, whon thay
give an agegunt of their faith, and ere sojoioad by téveral acta of Par-
liament to come to chorch, Butif the master bath ab absolate property
over him, then be might seod him for enongh feom the performance of
those duties, viz., into Torkey, or any other conntry of infidels, where
they neither cam or will be suflcred fo cxercise the Christian religion.
¥ * Iiis observed woong the Turke thet they do not make slaves of
thoee of theie own religion, though taken in war; and if a Christian be
#o taken, yot if ha ranonnca Christianity and torm Mahammedan, he doth
theraby obtein his freedom. And if thiz be o custom sdlowed cmong
infidels, then baptizm, It & Thristion netion, s thig 1s, shonld be an im-
mediata eofroochiscment to them, ss they should chereby aequire the
privileges wad immunites enjoyed by thoae of the pame religion, and be
entitled to the lawe of BEugland.”}

But to return to tho history of the ¥Wirglofa colovy. Slavery,
introduced silently, and without sny legal sanetion among this
people, was afterward, as we have affirmed, stootly resisted in ita
extension, by a long course of legislative enactments, Let us
instance @ few of these.

* Ack of 1715, ob, xliv. eec. 24,
1 Beneoroft, wol, i, p. 40
% Btroud's Lawe of Blavery, p. 67,




SLATERY ANT THE WAH. 13

At = vary early poried, some time prior to 1462—bhnt forty years,
lat it be oheerved, after the introdoction of elaveryiote Virginla—ita
increase in Lbe colony was aonght to be checked by the imposition
of a tax apon_femala slaves® At first thils tax was only fiva per
cant., and, to avoid the jealomsy of Eoglish traders, was made pay-
able by the buyer; bot aa this did not accomplish the desired end,
tha duty wae from time to fime ingreased, ontil at last it amonnted
to foor timea that som.  All diserimination, likewise, of arE waa
finally vewmoved. Every vegro imported into the colony was snb-
jeet to an [mpost of twenty per cent.; and theogh from this high
duty, amount{og almost to & prohibition, there was subsequently a
congiderable decling, yet this mode of checking, if not eotirely
degtroying, the importation of elaves by the impesition of a tax,
wai pever whelly abandoned, ontil tha royal veta forbade ite gon-
tinnanee.t Ino 1736, Hogh Drysdals, the Deputy-Goveroor of
Virginia, annonneed to the Hoose of Tiorgessss thet the ' infer.
Jering enterest oF the African Company®™—a company chartored
by tha English goveroment, &nd who onjoysd the monopoly of the
glave-trads - had obteined the repeal of all laws imposiog any tax
upan the importation of slaves inte that ﬂ-nlﬁn].I

Buk though these pralseworthy eforts to restrain the sleve-trada,
and llimstely to exelode slavery from the colony, contioued for
& leng sevles of years were thos browpght to a vlolent amd disas-
troung end, by the intorference of the Britfsk ceown, yat "a deeply-
seated public opinior bepan wore aud mors to avow the avils and
the injustice of slavery Hzelf;” and In 1TAL it was proposed to
suppress the {mpotiatlon of Africana by & probibliery duty :—

“Among those,” swye Banereft, “who took part in the long and vie.
lent debaie” which this metion oeeisioned, * wes Richoed Beory Tee,
# #* In the cootinoed importation of elaves, ha foreboded dangsr to
the politicel and woral Intercsts of the 014 Domioko ; wo fncreass of
the: frea & ngly-Saxcns, be argued, would foster arts and varied agricol
tors, while o rape doomed te sbject hondape was of oecossity wn enamy
1o gdcial bapplness, He paioted from anolent history the horror of
eervile ingurrections. o deprecatod the barbarous atrocity of the trade
wilh Adrica, aoll ite violation of the equal rights of men created like our-
salves in the image of God. +Christiunity,” thos he epol in constusion,
“by introduciug iote Ewrope the truest prinotples of universal benevi-

#* Banerodt, vol 1. p. 178,
t Tuckor's Blackecone, vol. fl., Appendix, p. 49.
I Bumerodt, vol. il p. 415,
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lemce and brotherly love, lupplly abolisbed slavery, Lat ua who profess
the same religion practice it precepls, sad by wereeiog o thia doty pay
u propar regard o oor troe interasts, and to the dictatas of jnetice aml
bumanity." "*

The motion preveiled. The prohibitory tax was imposed. Tha
culouial legislatare, did everything {c was competent to do, to ben-
leh thig evil from the colony, It was thoranghly awake to the
enormnities of the system; buk the statote was immediately vetoed
by the English crown,

Lint every effort to benish slavery, hy the imposition of & heavy
taxr npon imported slaves, thos defeated, the Yirrinia Assembly
resorted to a new expedient. In 1772, they petitioned the King
gpen thia subject, and how remarkable was their langoare [ It
must eavor not & little of fanaticlsm for many modern conzervatives
to resd such atircing worde, Indeed, with what i now trane-
piring in the Old Dominion, there is nothing short of the verity
of history, that could make us believe that soch a docamnent aver
emanated from eoch & goores —

"Wa are enconreged,” gay they, ‘to look op fo the throne and im.
plore yonr Majesiy's paternal aggistance in averting a salomity of o mosk
alarming naturs. The importation of slavea ints the coloniea from tha
const of Afrles hath long been considered aa & brade of roend inhuimaokiy,
and under ita preseot encouragement, we bave too much reazen to fear,
will endanger the erisence of your Mojraly's Americwo domioioos. We
are gensibla that some of your Majesty's anhjects in (ireat Britain may
renp colument from thiz sort of tmllic; bub when we covsider that it
greatly retards the sstilement of the golonies with neaful inhabitanis,
a0d may io time hove the inost deslmuetive influence, we presume to hope
that the interest of & few will be disregarded, whan placed in competition
with the sacurity and buppioess of guch uumbers of your Mojesty's dutifol
end loval sobjects.

w Ibapply impreszed with these saptimaents, we most hombly baseecsh
¥our Majesty to remove all those restenints on Four Majesty's porernors
of thiz eolony which iphibit their aszentiog te auch laws as might cheok
8O ¥ery permigions a qommarca.'t

And that thin petition might receive the farorabla regard of the
Eritlzh ministry, some of those distinguished philanthropists in
England, who were then pleading so eloguently the caunse of the
enslaved, were informially eolicited personally to presa ita reception

* Bancryft, vol. iv. p. 483,
1 Priooeton BRepertory, vol. xxxiv. p. 636
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ppon the crown. And to this request they cheerfully complied.
¢Giranville Bharpe, who had jnst immortalized himeelf by the de-
fense of the poor nepeo, Homerset, and who, in that memorahle
rase, had seeured a decision which eot only elvarad Somevset, bug
determined that elavery could not exist in Grest Britain, waited
personally on the Secretary of Brate, and urged she rghtecuanoea
of the petition.* DBnt it was sll in vain.  The policy of England
with regard ta slavery in the American eclonies was fixed. She
would not suffer it to pollute hor own aoil; Lbut at the ssme tine
ghe wonld foree ite neceptance, mnd extension, mpou her eitizens
abroad. And doubtleas unwilling, by the direct refnesl of so right-
eouz & request, to manifest to the world her trme purposs, she
added to ber virtunl rejeckion of this petition, the indignity of pro-
found gilence. No reply was ever made to this roquest of the
eolony, snd slavery, noder the mgis of the British orown, went on,
fastensd horeclf more and more deeply, into the etructure of Amer-
woen soviety. .

Bnt a3 exhibiting still farther the opposition of the Wirginis col-
ony to the institotion of Afdean slavery—an oppositlon that bot
for the jutaeferance of (teeat Britain wonld have certainly ismoed
in its destruction—we should add to these legislative enactments,
the atterances of sorme of her wmost distingoivhed soos, and the
incldental referenoee to this fact that may be fonnd, in some of her
vlficial docamenta. Muodlson says se—

#The Britigh government constantly chocked the sitempts of Virginia
to pot & o fo this sefernnl irajffie"f

In the preambls to the Constitotion of that State, promulgated
n the 29th of June, 1778, we read :(—

"Whereas, Gaorge TIE., King, eto., beretofore intrusted with the exer-
gize of the kiugly office in this government, hath endeavored to pervark
the sume into a detestabls and ingupportable tyranny, by prompting our
negToes to rigk o arms amopg ne—those very aegros whom, by an in-

human wse of the negedive, ke hoth vefused ue pormigsion to axclude by
daw~-Thersfore Reavlved,” eto.l

And it wus doubtless the memory of the same facts, present to
the mind of Jefferson, another of Virginis's illustrions sons, that

* Tuckar's Bluekstone, vol. i, Appendiz, pp. 61 and 52
§ Madison Papers, 2, 1290,
§ Bteand's Lawa of Slwyery, po BT,
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led hiim, in the original draft of the Declaration of Independence,
to instance, as one of the reasons for separating curselvea Frowm the
govarnmant of George 111, the fact that—" Ihetermined to keep
open 4 market whete men showld be Dought and sold, fie had
prosttiuted his nogative for suppressing every legialaline allempd
to prokdl or restrain thie exeorable commerns,” a clanre which
wae erased by Congreas, not becanse it devisted from bistorie
troth, or failed to express the sentiments of & lurgs wajority of its
mernbers, bot, a8 Jefferaon himeelf said, hecanse * the posiftanimaus
idea that wa bad friends in England worth keeping terme with, still
hrunted the minds of many '™

And what we have thoe endeavered to show was true of Vieginia,
was measarably true of ell the other Enpglish continental eolonies.
#Tn the aggregats,” rays Bancroft, * they wers always oppoasd to
the African slave-trade,” * * and lawe degigned to restrict 1m-
poriativns of slaves are scattered eopicusly along the records of
colonial legislation. ¥ Bhowld there be any exception to thie re-
mark, many circomstances wonld point us at once to Bouth Caro-
lina. O the original thirteen Btates of this T'nion, she alone was
from the cradle, essentially a planting State, with slave labor. The
institutien of involontary servitude ie coeval with the first plunta-
tions gn Ashlay River. Itwae llkewise obscrved from the first, that
the climate of Booth Carolina was more congenlal to the Afrean
than that of the more northern colonies, and henoe she early he-
came the prioclpal polot to which dlavers brought their homan
chattels. Indeed, ao rapid was the fmpertsiion of Africana luto
thia colony, thet in a faw years they wera to the whites in the pro-
portion of twenky-two Lo twelve, & proportion that had no parallel
north of the West Indiec] The Gurman traveler, Vou Reek, in
1734 reported the nomber of negroes in Sonth Carolina as 20,000,
and for the epnnal importation gave the exagperated estimals of
2000.5

But this rapld [ncranse of bondmen did oot toke place, even in
South Caroling, withont excitiog alarm, and withont the attempt
being at [cast twlee made by its legislature to check this evil, if
not eotirely remove it. In 1715 a duty of ten ponnds was Imposed

* Elliot’e Debarea on the Federal Conedltation, wol 1 p. Gl
T Ranevoft, vol. iki. pp, 410 ond 411.

§ Ebld, wol i1, p. 171,

2 Ibid, vol, fii. p. 407.
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on the intreduction into the eolony of every negro from abroad ;
and, althongh the alleged object of this statubte was nof the restric-
tlon of the slave-trade, but the payment of the colominl debt, yet ao
ovidently would the former of these resulta follow, that the British
crown, ever carefol that nothing shonld itapede this traffie, at onpe
vetoed the aed *

The othar attempt to restrict this trade was mede in1760. “From
prudential mofives,” the Assambly of South Carollus, at that time,
passed a0 ect forbidding the importation of soy more rlaves, into
the colony. Fuor ooce, at leaat, ber eyes acem to have been opened
to the greatuass of this evil, aod she was determined to rid heraelf
of it. Dot this act, like avery other one of a slmilar charsctar
throaph our entire colonial history, was immedistely anoulled by
the royal veto, the governor reprimanded for having sanctioned
gunch = bill, and tha other ¢olonies warned, by & cleenlar lethar,
againat similar offenses

With reference to the other colonies, it 1 hardly neceesary that
we shonld eketeh, with any detail, their hiatery, When Oglethorpe
and his assoister—seeking in this New World an esylom from the
perseontiona of the Old—settled Qeorgia, they determined forever
to exclode slavery from that territory ; and becange of their obaki-
oate adberence Lo this porpose, aguingt the earnest remonstrance of
the Fovernment at home, were deprived of their cherter.f When
I'eonsylvania, in 1712, adopted “An Act to prevend the Importa-
tion of negroes and Indians into her province,” and,to make it
effectnal, imposed a heavy doty upon ail such importationa, the
shatoie was immediately sel aslde by royal authority. When New
Hampehire woe separated from Massachusetts, and organized aa &
royal provinee, to prevent any imltatlon by ber of that opposltion
to slavery that had from the very heginning distinguiched the old
Puritan colony, these instroetions were given to her governor:
“You are uot to give your aseent to, or pase any Jaw impesing
duties on negroea imported inte New Hampshire.”§ When Maa-
sachusetts, in 1774, broughl o loug series of legislative vosctments
sgninst glavery to a close, by passing & bill, entitled “An Act to
prevent the Importatione of neproee and others as slaves into this

¥ Baneroft, wol. i, p. 220,
T Ibid,, vol i p. 416, and Prinoston Reajrertary, July, 166D
1 Ibid., vol, iii. p. 416,
§ Gordon’s American Revolution, vol. 1 Letter 2.
2
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pl'DTi]]L‘-'E," ﬂ-gmn-ﬂr Hntﬂhimﬂ not nn]_‘r wetoed the h“], bk ]]ll"ﬂ-
rogrned the Assewbly;* snd fnally, in 1776, " amid all the aglte-
tione of the duwning revolution ™ the Earl of Dartmouth addressed
taor & colonial sgent theee mewmorable words, 8o trothfolly expressive
of what had been tha whole policy of Great Britaln to her American
eolonies : “Wa cannod ellvw the colonder fo check or diteourage
in any degres ¢ fraffic av beneficiel in the nadion ™

And here, with this biatory before og, it will be interesting, for
gne moment, t0 ioquire loto the ceoge of the pro-slavery policy of
Enpland, so persistantly poraued toward her A metican colonies, for
more than one handred and fifty years ; for, if wa mistake not, we
ghall dizcover in it. one great resson for her sympathy with thopse
who are aow aecklop the dlamemberment of onr nation. Eogland
Lias, for several cenluries, hoen o manofacturing nation, dependent
to & preat extent epon other eonatries, both for the sapply of the
raw material, and for 2 market for her Gofshed warea. Whabever,
then, her ritizena emigrated to other laods, and English eolonies
were there formed, it was clearly for her intereat that their inhab-
Itanta ghould be maioly engemed in agricoltoral porsuita.  For
shonld it be otherwice, should they hecome a mannfaetoring peopls,
they would evidently e Drought into compatition with har. Plant-
ing colonies wonld minister to the wealth of England, They
wonld, at the game time, be to her gourees of enpply, and channels
for dishursement. Manofaeturing colonies wonld tend to her pov-
erty. They wouold lessen the demand for the prodocts of her
looms, by fornishing te the market their own goode.

Bul I no way could thie end be better secored than by the eatab-
lighment in her colovies of African slavery. Such an institution
vould hardly exist, savs among an sprienltaral paople. The intel-
ligence and indostry that suecessful manofacturing establishments
require, are incompatible with labor that is constrained and wooom-
petaated. A race searcely balf civilized, may, by the lash, be com-
pelted to dig and to plow, but the taek i3 ol se easy when the labor
ls tranaferred from the Gald to the factory. Skillfl artisans ™Ay,
indeed, be ceeasionally found wearing the chains of elavery, but the
instances ars rare, aud the experiment dangerons to a continmed
bondage. And, perhaps, we may here veuturs, withont any fear of
contradietion, to ageert that & whole nation of srtisans conld not

#* Peinoedon Repeetory, July, 1861
T Broerari, vol. Ll p. £16.
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ba long retained in inveloutary secvitode. It was, therefore, to
conatraie the Amerizan colonies to batome planting colonies, sod
thos goard her own manofactories from competition, that England
gought e persistently to Al them with negroes.

And to the sama canse, aa we have already {otimated, ars we in
a mensure, to atrribote England's sympathy in onr dey, witk the
great rebellion of the Bonth. New England is a compatitor of old
Euglaod. By the cheapoess, beanty, and derability of her mana-
factured fahbries, ahe has come tn be & dangerone rivel of the old
¢coontry, Lowell and Lawrence, are beglnning to stand by the side
of Manchestar and Btockport, and nnder the fostering oare of a
Judieions protective tariff, may perbepe in the fotore race of trade
even patron them. Todeed, 28 an intelligent Englishman visits the
eactern and northern gectiona of this conntry, be cennot, we think,
fail to be deeply impreseed with the, to him, homelike appearancs
af everything in the commereial life of this nation, In Pittsborg,
begrimed with the dust and emoke of scores of furbaces, he sees his
own Eirmlngham or Glasgow; Eastern Massachusetts, in whosse
villagar and cities the hum of the epindle and the loom & almoet
ttibroken, peems to him ke a socond Lapcashire; and so vast s
foreat of masts as lia =long, and streteh out from, the wharves of
New York he muost remember scarce ever to have scen on the
Themes, or the Morsey. DBat extending his joorney to the cotton-
growing Slatar of the Sonth, how different iz the aspeet of every-
thing that be beholds! The pictore {8 now one of contrast, not of
resemblanca.  Wothing here in trede indicates any eompefition
with his ewn comntry, but, on the contrary, everything demotes
BUpply and demand. These Biales ave, commerclully, Lhe correl-
gtlve of Bogland, Thay are planting States, Thay produce just
what she teeds to keep her fuctories in metion, snd then alds in
the consomptlivn of her Gnished fubrics,

In her present sympathy, then, with the alaveholding interesta of
the Bouth, England has ouly, we contend, heen congistent with her-
Bell. It wes to guard her own manofactories from competition,
that she forced the institution af wlovery upon thiz land, For
this she planted this Upas in our country. And it is for this that
Bhe would protect and defeud ft, now that every Bber and Icaf is
quivering, under the vigurons bows of freedom,

Aud that the explanation just given of Englands pro-slavery
policy, toward her American colonies is the trus one, the history of
those timea abundantly proves. A Britieh merchent, in 1745, pnb-
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lithed a teact, entitled “ The African Hlave Trade the prest Pillar
sod Support of the British Plantation Trade in America," from
which Baneroft, in bis History, makea the following gquotation - —

W[5 posgible for white men to anewer the eod of negroes in plant-
ing, the colenics would interfere wilh the manuluctures of these kingdoms.
In such case, indeed, we might have jusl rewson Lo dread the prosperity
of our eolonied, but while we can sapply them sbandantly with nageoes,
we uped be wnder no euch spprehansion, Negro laber will Xeep onr
British colonies in a doe subeerviency to the intarest of their mother
gonotty ; for while oor plantations depend on planting by negroes, onr
coloniae can never prove injuricns to British manofaotores, never baoome
independent of these kingdoms ™'#*

Nor is this the only evidence that we can addaoce of the trothful-
need of our position. One of the Grat articles that the colonists
atiempted to menufactore for themselves was iron. To thig they
wara im¥lled fromn their larye necessities ag & new peopls, and from
the fact that the country especially abonnded o this ore. And in
time, they atiained so much proficiency in this department of busi-
neea, 88 not coly to aopply their own wants, bot to export emall
gquantities to Hogland. DBut this fact at once ezcited alarm, and
the sobject proposed to the atlentlon of the House of Commone, a
committes was, in 1750, appointed "To check the dangor of
American vivalry.” And lhe means, proposed by that cowmmittee,
fell little short of positive prohibition. The bill infroduced by
them, and sobsequently pazasd by the IMowse, whils it admitted
American {ron in its rodest form to be imported free of duty, “for-
bade the smiths of Ameriea to ersct any will for slitting or rolling
Iron, or any plating forge to work with a tili-bammer, or any for-
nace for making steel” And at the very same time that these
shankles for the lubor of frea men wore forged, and England pat
her foot mpon these nascent manmfactories in her eolonies, avery
regtraint was taken away from tho slave-trade, the whole const of
Africa, from Salles to the Cape of Good Hope, was thrown open
t2 all the subjects of the king, © that the colondce migh! be filled
with eleves, who would netther lrouble Briloin with fears of en-
couraging polttical fndependence, nor compele in fheir tnduslry
with British workshope."§

* Bancroft, vol. §ii. p. 416
i Tbil., vol. iv, p. 6.
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Buf we must hasten, to notics, anolher long series of fasls, that
are of the highest moment, t6 be koown and rememberad, by all
who wouold fully understand the history of American slavery.
Clogely connenied in time wilh e purpose of our nefional inds-
perdence, and ifs achievemend, wrs the inguguradion of an grii-
glavary policy.

This was jost what might have been expected, upon the suppo-
pition, that we have trothfully portrayed the feclinga that were gen-
erally prevelent on (hie subject, during oor coloninl history. The
eolonies opposed to tha extension of slavery in their midst, and
pnly prevented from successfully arresting ita progress, by the inter-
poaltion of royal anthority ; the conclusion is irresistible thal with
that authority demied, and succesafully resisted, the inception of
pnencipation wonld immedintely fellow. And so it was, DBetwesn
the years 1757 and 12304, eight out of the thirteen golonies pro-
vidod, by specfal legislative enactments, for the entire extinetion,
throughout ihelr whole lerrilory, of alavery. Apd that the re-
malnder did aot follow a0 goodly en exemple, 18 to be explained by
the fact, that the slave-trade had been in them s efoctually plind
a1, in A maasore, to sobdos that opposition to slavery which had
once been B0 general. We say “in & measure” subdoed it, for
even in some of these colonies, we find legislative sots proposed or
adopted, that were directly Intended to arrest the progress of
slavory, and thus prepare the woy for its Gnel abolition. Eapecially
was thix troe of the Virginia colony, in whose soil this institution
wiaa, a8 we have peen, first planted. In Oetober, 1778, the Gen-
eral Assembly of Virglole passed an act, declaring that ™ no slave
should thereqfiar be brought info thip commonweailth by land or
by water, and that every slave imported contrary thereto, shonld
00D anch importation be free.™* Here both the domestic, and
foreign slave-iruds were, by statute, positively prohibited. Every
channel of Bupply waa cot of. The new Cloustitotion, also, for
Virgloia, prepared sod proposed by Jefferson a faw years suhse-
quent to this, contaived & provision, by which all born after the
year 1800 sbould be free.d And it was with reference to this pro-
posikion that Washington, in writing (o his nephew, Lawrence
Lowis, in Augoat, 1797, saye: “I wish from my soul that the leg-
lalatare of this Btate conld see the policy of & gradual ebolition of

* Tucker's Dlacksloos, val, ii. p 47, Appendis.
1 Sirvad's Leaws of Blarery, p.
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glavery. It might provent much falore mischlef.™* And, though
this olanse of the constitotion was finally rejectsd, yet how expras-
give of the troe antl-glavery feeling that then perveded Virginis is
the fucl, asserted by Jeferson, that 10,000 elaves wera voluntarlly
emancipated in that Btate during the first ten years of oor azist-
gnce as pn independent poopls I

Maryland, also, in 1783 prohibited the forther importation of
glaves Imto her territery, snd removed all legsi restrictions on
emancipation ; and thres years later, in 1786, Nerth Cacolina de-
elared the introduetion of slaves into that Siate “of eril conge-
quence and highly impolitic,” and imposed a dufy of five poundy
o sach slave thas imported. §

Bat it iz not in the acts of the separate Btates, or colonfes onlly,
that, coeval with the porpose end echievement of oot independ-
engs, wa oan geg the inpeption of an antl-slavery poliey. It i3
readily discovered {n the fret Congress of Delepates, in the Coo-
vention that framed oor Clonstitution, sud in the early sessiens of
our Federal Congress. Among the frst measures adopted by the
Congresa of Delegates, which commenced e gasalons in Ihila-
delphia on the &th of Beptember, 1774, and which wag, let it be
remembered, the first ceprosentative body of the colonies, was—as
one of the articles of the non-importation agreement—a solemn
pledge to abstaln from, and diseoontenance the alave-trade. § And,
as if this single act wes inanffivient, or wight be overlosked in the
details with which it was there connected, the pledge wae after-
ward chenged into a positive probibition. On the 6th of April,
1776, it was resolved that no elaves be imported into any of the
thirteen colonies ]} And eo, agaln, when o 1787 —the same year
in which the Federal Conztitotion was iTemed— Yirginis ceded the
ferritory northwest of the Qhio River to tha Confederation,” the
condition of ita acceptance by the Continental Congress was, that
lavery shenld naver be permitted there. And the jusertion of this
conditivn In the erdlnavee, not only seenred the vote of all the Bouth-
ern Htates then represented in Congresd, but, secording to Mr.
Benton, It wag * gre-eminendly the work of the Houth.™ ' Tha

¥ Irving's Washlogion, vol w. p. 200,

¥ Twenty-First Keport of Peoosylranin Apli-Slevery Socialy, p- 7.
1 Palitical Text Book, p. &0

{§ ENiov’s Debmtcs on the Federal Comeditation, vol. i p. 44,

I Ibid., p. G4,
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ardinauca for the government of the terribory wes reported by &
commiltee of five mewhery, of whom thres were from slaveholdiug
Htotes, and two—and ona of them the chefrman—were from Vie-
ginia alone"* Indeed, that ths grest concupdion of prohibiting
alavery in Lhal territory belongs to Jefferson, thers can be no
doubt.t

And that a similar policy, was designed to ba pursued, by the
framers of our Federal Qonstitotion, we are congiralned to believa.
The #lca, thet that ingtrofent should ever become the great bol-
wark of slavery in this land, perpetuating its existeoce where
already eatablished, and promoting its extension info new terri-
torins, wonld have been most abhorrant, to a large majority of
those who wsgisted in its construetion.  In their earnest desive, to
pompeet into one onited snd barmonions government, States ao
wilely separated from csch other In socinl Inetitations, and geo-
graphical bonndaries; they did iudesd give, in the formalloo of
the Constitation, ceriain advantages to slavary, which we now pan-
not bot deeply regret ; bak it was all with the conviction, that the
eystem woukl certainly pass away, before the advancing power of
eivilizatinon and freedom. Moreover, it I8 to be rerembared that
when she Constitution of the United Stutes was forned, slavery
had been abolished in bot four, of the thirteen Brates, that were
thén gonfederated.

In jodging of the wue spirit of any assembly of men, it is lile-
wize obvions, that we wost look wob simply st the conclosions to
which the majority reached, bot alsg at the whols Listory of the
discussivoy which may bave preceded these conelusions, and st the
peruliar eirenmetances which may have favored them. A judg-
tnent formed, entirely apart fromn such conelderations, may elearly
be entivuly erroneous Let us apply this principle to the cuase
before wa.

It ia well known that our Clonstitution contains three provisiens
with referance 1o slavery, though the word itself never oceurs in
the whole ingtrawent. 1t provides, thet three-ifths of those who
are held in slavery, zhall be included withio the eowmersiloo of
inhabitante, by which the ratio of represantstion is determined ;
(Article 1. Bection 2;) it forbade the probibiting by Congrass of
the slave-trade prior to the year 1808, (Article L Section 9;) and

¥ Thirty Years in the United States Benste, vol. i, pp. 188, 134,
t Berond's Laws of Blavery, p. 118
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it providea for the vemdition of persons *held to serviee or lashor
in one Staie, under the lawe thereof,” who have eacaped *into
atother,® { Article 1TV, Bection 2.)

L With repard fo the fret of Lhess provielons, we coneede that
it wan & lamantahle coneession to slavery, and likewize that it has
been the caose of inoalenlable injury to this wation. No argument
can defend 1t. The lagislative reprasentation of glaves, by thaie
maaters, I8 & monstrons anomaly In a repeblican government,
Buot, conceding all thie, does it follow that, in the intreduoetion of
thia provision into the Constitntion, its framera designed to make
that instrument pro-slavery, either in its gpirit or influence? Tt
iz to be remembered, that the question which most profoundly azi-
tated that Convention, was the apportionment of the congressionsl
repragentatives among the soveral Statea. Bome contended for an
equality of representation, soch as was eecured to them by the
old. “Articles of Confederation ;” others demanded thet the repre-
sentatlon ghould ba in proporiion elther ta wealth or population.
The diecassion was lonp and viclent. Threste were added to
srgoments. Home of the amaller Biates talled of * foreign powers
who would take them by the hand,"* shonld the Coovention de-
termine upon an ineguality of anffrage. Franklin, almost in despair
of haman help, moved that hereafter tha Convention, svery mem-
ing, implora the Divina hlessing opoun lta delfberations, and en-
foroed his mollon by this weighty inguiry: ““As a sparrow does
not full without Divine permission, can we soppose that govern-
menia are ever erected without 1Tfs will ?”‘1‘ Indesd, daring the
fortnight that wss spent in the discession of thie subjeet, the
Clonvention was, in the langoape of one of its own membera, * on
the very verge of dissclufion.” It was '*eoarce held logether by
the rength of a Radr”] And Ooally & harmonicos conclusion
was reached only by metosl goncessions. The larger Btates con-
sented to un egual representation In the Benate; the smaller
Rtates to an unegual reprasentation in the house of Bepresenta-
tives. And, as In the case of the large slaveholding States, the
whita population wee small in comparieon with that which the
large free Statee contmined, the equality of representation between
the two, was songht to T promoied by adding, in the former in-
stances, to the cwumeration of the free inhabitante, three-fifthy of

-_— - -

* Blliod"a Debades on ike Podernl Constitation, vel, §. p. 478,
§ Ibid., p, 460. 1 Thid., p. 368.
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all other pereoma. Thus, it wee entirely as & compromiss, and
one, too, deemed at the time esseutial to the formation of any
fedarative systam, that this provision wae introdoced ints our Con-
shitotion.

But thooph aooh wag its charaster, let no one imaping that ft
was permitted to pass, in sflence, that hody, The very men whe
finally eatad for it, 88 & concession oecessary or expedlent to ba
made, still declared, in the most stirring words, their faith in jts
nnrightecnsnsrs. An wddress delivered before the legizlature of
Marylaod, by Linther Martin, Fag., Attornay-Genseal of the State,
and one of its delegntes to the Convention that franted the Federal
Congtitotion, containg thin remarkabls paragraph feem

" With respact to thut parl of the pecond section of the first article,
which relates to the apportionment of representation and dirset tax-
ation, there were considerable ohjections made to t, hesides the great
objection of ipequellty, It was nrged, that ne prinepls gould joatify
toking eluves jute computation in apportioning the nomber of represent.
slives B State shoold bave in the Gorvernment ; that it iovolved 1be aba
gurdity of inareazing the power of a State in making laws for free men
in proportion ae thet Btute vieluted 1ke righls of freedom ; that it might
be proper (o take slaves into considerstion when tares were to ba appaor-
tienad, becange it had & tendevey to diseonrage slavery; bot to take
them imto account {n giving represcotation, tepded to genfinue that
bfamoue traflic ; that glaver conld pot be taken inte acconnt a3 men, or
eitlzens, bocanee they were not admitted to the righte of citizens in the
HStates which nlupted or continned siavery. If they werc (o be luken
into aguonnt o proparty, it was asked what pecoliar circomstance should
rénder this properiy (of all others the moat edious ju ita puture) eotitled
to the high privilege of coeferring cansequence and power in the Gov-
ernment ta it poescezors, rather than aoy other properiy? and why
slaves shiuld, ag properiy, be taken into account rother then horses,
cattle, males, or any olker apecies # And it was obeerved, by wo hooorable
membear from Massuchasetts, that be copsiderad it se dishovorable aod
lumiliating to enter inte som pact wikh tha slaves of the Sonthern Blates,
84 it would with the horses and mules of the Eastern.™*

* Elliot's Tbates on the Federsl Conatitotion, vol. i. p. 368

It mey be Trorihy of remark, iu thiv senoeelivo, na itlusicaling che general
trath of our poailion, (Lat, slehough the *member from Masashoseiis’™
apposed B0 Bireonously by his epesol this provislos of the Conatitotion, yer
by bis vole be supported it.  The principle was firt inirodused by & resc-
lution moved by James Wilson, of Peneeyplvsnio, June 11, 17R7. Masea-
vhuseite vated in 1he affirmative, {Fbid_, wol, i, 1649.)
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II. With megsrd to Lhe constitutional provizion thet “the mi-
gration or importation of snch persone aes any of the States now
exigting shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by
Congreas prior to LA08Y _the second reference, sa we have seem,
that that instroment makes to slavory-—thers are several things
thet ghonld be said. (&) It did mot preclode, bot implied, the
rght of the Biates severally to probibit the importation of slaves
in their own domain, {#) It did not prevent Congress nt any
time from excloding the traflie from the tereitorles. (o) Tt was
# virtual concession of the iniquity of the trade; it set the apal
of the eOnniTy's I‘npmhﬂliﬂu upn 1t () Ju & measore it fore-
ahadowed its coming end. To aay that prior to 1808 Congress
shall not prohibit i any State Lhe slava-trade, 13 slmost tanta-
mount to saylog that after that it may, and, in all probability, will
It wee & sure prophecy of its destroetion.

Muaoreover, from the history of the Conrention we learn that the
introduction of thiz provision into the Constitetion, was the resolt
of & pompronmise betwosn the clashing interests of commeree and
glavery. When the firat draft of the Conetitotlon was reported,
{ Aogoat §, 1737,) [t contained ona asetion, (Artiels VII. Section
4,) which entirely forbade Clongresa at any time from prohibiting
the slave-trade, and another, which provided [ Artiele VII. Scetion
8) that ' No navigation act shoold be paseed without the assent of
two-thirds of the members prescut o cach homse. ™ The former
of these gectionz the Sonth were aolicitome to retain ; the latlar
the North were as anxions to reject, The one fostered slavery,
the other would crippla vommerce. Tha result that was finally
reached throogh s commities appointed “to reconcile these gon-
ficting interests,™ was the antirc omission of the sectlon rest['inting
navigation acts, and the amendment of thet which related to the
importation of elaves, s0 a3 to limit, to & certain specified titoe,
ita prohibition by Congress.t A mewher of that commities thns
speaks of its deliberations: * I foond the Fasern Sfrics, nol-
withztanding their eversion io slaves, very willing to indulge the
Bouthern States, at lesst with o temporary lberty to prosecute
the slave-trade ; provided the Soathern States would, in their turn,
gratify them by laying no restrletion on pavigation aete; and
after m very little while 1he committee, by a great majority, agreed
to euch & report.”]

* Ellio¢’s Debatea on the Fedarsl Constitution, wol, i. p. 227,
+ Thid,, p. 261, 1 Ibid., p. 474,
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Eunt it waa not withoot considerable opposition that this raport
recefved tha sanetion of the Convention. Iundeéed, there iz handly
anything in the whole histery of that body more worthy of remark
than tha bold attacks upon slavery which were made in eonneetion
with that disenssion.  “ In a povernment formed prefpndadly on
the principles of liberty, and for its preservation, to have a pro-
visien, not only putting it out of ita powsr at ooee Lo restrain and
prevent the slava trade, but even enconraging that infamons traffie,
ought," it was contended, “ to be considersd a3 a solemn mockery
of, and insalt to that God whose protection we had implored ; and
conld ook full to hold us up in detestation and render us contem pt-
fble to avary true friend of liberty io the world.' * * “Slavery”
was alleged to bo * Incongistent with the genins of republicaniam,
and has a tendency to destroy thosn princlples on which it is sup-
ported.” * * 1i was likewise nrged that * netional crimes ean
only be, and freqoently ave, ponished in thie world by uatloval
judpmente, and that the continoaoce of the slave-trade, emd thus
giving 1i & natlonal senefion and encouragement, oupht to be con-
gidersd a6 justly exposiog us to the displeasure and venpgoance of
Him who ie eqnally Lord of all and whe views with egnal aye the
poort Afriean elave and hia A merican master.™ Nor woae this
opposition confined to the non-glaveholding States. Tha vole of
Virgiuia was aniformly againet this provision of the Constitation; |
and the fact of ite existenee In that lnstrnment wos employed a3 an
argament for ita rejectivn before the Legislators of Margland.
*You will perceive, Hir,” said Lnther Martin, in the address
already refarred to, “ net ouly that the general goveroment is pro-
hihited from interfering in the slave-trade before the year 1808,
bot that there i& no provision in the Constitation that it shall
afterwards be prohibited, nor any eecurity that aueh prohibluon will
ever take place ! and I think there fe great renson to belleve that, if
the importation of slaves is parmitted ontil the year 1808, it will not
be prohibited afterwards, At this time we do nol genevally hold
thia commeree dn 50 greal abhorrence as we have dons.  When
our liherties wers at stuke, we warmly felt for the common righta
of men. The danger being thought to bo past which threatened
ouruelves, we ara daily growing more insensible Lo those righte."]

* Eltiot's Tebates on the Fedaral Qunstituliva, vol, & pp. 878, 374,
T Lbid, vol. L p. 266,
T Ibid, vol. §, pp. 874, 875,
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IIL Of that provislon of the Constltntion which relates to the
rendition of fogitive sluves, the question bas been much apitated,
whether it intent was to clothe Congress with the power of legis-
lating fo respect to the surrender of auch persons, or whether it wae
intended to leave it to ihe severnl States to provide o mode for the
investigation of auch cladms, and, If foend for the claimants, to de-
liver op to thew the fugitives, That regarding alowe the latter of
the provision, it is, at least, Fusceptible of this latter interpretation,
few, wo sopposs, would deny. It waa thus thot Deniel Webster,
the greateat Coostitational Iawyer of hia age, if oot of our country,
oaderatood it and the fact thet it was adopted by the unanimons
vote of the Convention certainly favore such interpretation. Al-
though, theu, the Bopreme Court of the Tnited Btates Laa set this
question, legalfy, at rest, by desiding that the power of lep{alating
with respect to fogitive elaves belongs erolusively to the Faderal
government ;* and thoogh that government hes, in sccordance
with thiz declsion, frequently legislated upon the ewbject, yet for
ne ous of these acts, whatever may be their character, can the Con-
stifution he ecerfainfy held responsible. No one can positively
allirm that the framare of that Instrowont over deslpned to econfer
such anthority. Al for which it can preperty be held responaibile
ie the simple fect of the return to bondage of those who may have
escaped from I Awd if free and slave States arc jo aoy way to
eonfaderate, is not such 8 provision essential? Wherse the tartitory
of freedom is contionons to that of alavery, can the Hae of demar-
kation be preserved distinet, suve by some arrangement that will
prevent liberty from being secored by its simple passage? Tha
Injustice of the rendition of fapitive elaves in Btatea confederated
ander one government, lies uot in the fact of the rendition, for
which the Coostitution elons provides, bot in the mode by which
that end is secared, by apecial legislative enpctments.

And e similar anti-glavery polley can easily ba traced throogh
the Grat sesslons of our Federal Congress. Men otterlyipnore the
early history of onr natioval government, who soppose that its
power waa emploved In conserving, and opholding slavery. The
very reverse was true.  Many solemn acts of legislation, ssnctioned
by every branch of our national adminietration, were passed, with
the avowed purposs of restricting, limiting, snd ultimately de-
sroylog this institotion, The fathers of our repoblic were per-

* 16 Pelerw, pp. 580, G115,
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sigtent in their efforta to ¢nreail, and finelly to destroy the slave-
frade. They eought entirely to dry up the fonntain of this evil. to
et off the sonrce of ita supply, end thos, in time, to sscure liberly
to tha whole land. Lot na verify thia azsertion by a brief record
of facts.

Two yoars after the adoption of our Federal Constitution hy
Copveotions of the saveral States, Congress prohifiled fhe for-
eign slave-frade.  On the 33d of March, 1794, an act waa passed,
declaring that “uo citizen or resident of the country shoold haild,
eqaip, or acnd oot any ship or vessel to any foreign country to pro-
eare the inhabitanta thereof, or to traneport them to any foreign
plece or port to be sold or disposed of as slaves,” And the pen-
alty annexed to this statate was the confiscation of the vessel, and
8 fine of $200 for each perzon o taken or sold. And hers, it Iz
well to remark, that thizs act was pesscd fhiricen years bofors a
similar policy was eatablished by the English povernmeunt. In-
ateid, therefore, of being conatraived hy the sentiment of other
nations to aesome this position, it was in sdvance of that senti-
ment, snd tended to create it. We wore oot here the slow imita-
tors of others, bat rathar thé noble exemplar, that they have tandily
followed.

And that this act might be still mors eJectoal in the destenetion
of the forcign slave-trads, it was, on the I0thof May, 1800, supple-
mentzd by another, which declared ** that no citizen or regident of the
United States should own, or bavo any right of property in any
Bhip or vessel engaged in the slave-trads anywhere opon the sea,
oo metter from what place or port it might aail™ This act wae also
enforced by new and more severe penalties. * It prohibited any sailor
from eerving on booed of & slaver, and authorized oor commigsioned
voasels to seize any ship engaged in this trade, and bring her into
port for condemnation,”

Nor wag it the foreign sinve-trads alone that our uationsl Con-
Krese in ite enrlier sessions sought to destroy. Unable, as we have
Bech, prior to 1808, by a speciul provision of the Constitntion, to
probibit “the migration er importation of such persons as auy of
the Slales now existing ahall think proper to admil,” it you had the
right of sach a prohibition with refercneo to the Terrilories, and
did 20t serople, in some instances, to exercise it. Ono the Tth of
April, 1798, an aet wae passed by Congress, enthorizing the sstab-
lijihmqut of & government in the Mississippi Territory, the Tth sec-
tion of which provides “ That after the establishment of the afore-
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eaid government it ghall not be lawful for any person or persona fo
import of bring into the said Mississtppl Tereltory, from any port
or pluce without the Hmits of the Tnited States, or to esuge to be
imporied * * any sleve oF aluves, and that every person an
offending * * ghall forfelt * * for sach slave 30 imported
* * theeomof $300 * *  and that every slave go imported
ahall therenpon becoma éatitled to, apd reseive his or her free-
dom,™* And the provislon of & similar ostare, incorporated into
the Aect of Congresa, passed Macch 26th, 1804, entitled "An Act
erecting Loulsfana into two tarritoriee, aod providing for the tem-
porary government therael™ is still more hostile to slavery. Lt
prohibits the introdmetion into Lowisiana Territory “from any
pott or placa within ™ as well as withont  the limits of the United
Btetes * ¥ ony aleve or sloves which had been imported since
the first of May, 1794, into any port or placa within the limits of
the TInited States, or which shounld be imported thereafter.” And
containg, in addition, thie provision, “And no slave or slaves ehall
directly or indirectly e introduced into ssid territory, except by &
qitizen of the Unlted States removiog into aaid territory for andied
seitlement, and bednr at the time of seeh removal bone fide swner
of goch slave or sluves ; and every slava imported or brought into
the waid tereitory, contrary to the provisions of this act, shall
therenpon ba entitled to uod recelre his freedom, M

Iot thess attempls Lo destroy the sleve trede abroad, and to
gnrtail it at homae, wera only prelifninary to its entire prohihition ;
and it i an interesting fuct that that was decreed at the very ear-
liest day on which Cloogress had the power. On the second of
March, 1307, it woe enacted * that from and after January 1, 1308,
It shail not ba Jawful to import ot bring ioto the United Btatea, or
the territories thersof, frem any foreige kingdom, plaee, or gonntry,
any negro, malatto, or person of color a8 o elave, or to be held to
gervlee and labor.® The peoalty incurred for a violstion of ihis
ktetuts was tha confiscation of the resasl and & fine of 30,004 sagh
againat the parties eogaged, their aiders and sbetiors. To enforce
it, the Pregident was alse empowerad to employ the naval forces of
the nativmn.

By & submequent act this penalty was lvcrassed. Imprisoninent
waa added to fines, and the forfeitare of property. On the d0th of

* Acta of ihe 2d Bession of the Flfih Congress, ch, 40
T ¥ Btory's Lawe, p. 337,
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April, 1818, Congress passed & statote providing that sll persons
sonvicted of being in any way engaged in the slave-trade should
o e impeisoned for & tevin tot excesding sevan years, nor less than
three vears® And foally, as o fitting: conclosion to this policy, so
porslatently pursned theough a long coarse of years, Congress, on
the 16th of May, 120, declared the slave-trade, and the act of de-
taining negroes or mulsttoes, with intent to make them slaves, to
be piracy, and provided that any person whatever who should
enrage n the trade, or sesist in detaining anch permons, with the
{utent to meke them slaves, ehould be adjndged & pirade, and a
wtuch whall suffer death.

But ihls brlepge oe to the last point in the history of American
Blavery that we propose 1o thiz article to notice. Ie defenders
are enfiredy of modern fimes, The idea that the lovoluntary
pervitnde of reasonable beings, except ag & pnnishment for crime,
woe indefensibly wrong, waa, untll o little more than  guerter of
A centary ago, almost universal 3 and in respect 10 the oxistonce
of ench o pervitude hers, it was, gntil the time jost meotionsd,
averywhere apoken of a3 a great moral and political avil.

In confirmation of this positlon, it Ja periinent to refer to the
whole series of facts just detailed ; for sorely men who, by leghs-
lative enactwentz continmed for & long course of years, songht to
limit, eurtail, and oltimately desteoy the Inetitution of elaversy,
conld not have regarded it, as either morally right or politically
expedicnt. We are not wont to dry up 8 fountain, whou we be-
lieve that the streama which issue from it, Bow out in blessings to
the werld; ner do we lay the axe at the root of a tree whose Fruit
we know to he pleasant and healthfol. If men believed that the
tutrodnction of a single slave iuto this land was o crime againet
bowmanity, worthy of death, und il they were ready to embuody that
m‘hri“ & positive atatute, how conld they regard se innocent his
eoutinnance in bendage, and the entail of servitude npon his latest
poaterity ¥ The iwportation into this countey of Afrleans, as
slaves, & wrong, o deep that Bleod alone coold atons for It the
wrong of holding them hopelessly and forever in that relation is,
from the pramiss, we contend, » logical conelugion. ‘Frue, s wise
expediency and = doe regard to Chrlst’s great law of love, may
vot demand their immediale enfranchisement Strangers in a
strange land, and savages in the midet of oivilization, such o
course might ouly deepen the wrong that they have already suf-
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fered. With the intent of preparing them for freedom, its emjoy-
ment might réghdfully be demporarily dended Hem,

Precirely Lhls was the vlew of Americon slavery thad, notfl quite
racettly, was oniversslly cherished in this land. Thoes henored men
of onr nation who gbood ap, a3 we have geen, 8o beldly in their oppo-
gition to the alave-trade, who bravded it as Inhoman and infemous,
who first fined, and then imprisened, and then prononnoed as worthy
of death, all who werz in sny way engoagred in it, were oot ao illog-
ical as to fall to 289 the trog scope and bearlng of thelr aetz, Nol
They paw it, snd meant that the world ghounld see it.  Their severe
condemnation of the slave-irade, and their persistent efforts to de-
ptroy ity was the purposed avowal of thelr falth, that every aystem
of involontary wervitods that was not desigued to ultimate in unl-
verssl freedom, and that wags not condaeted so a3 certainly to secore
thig end, was indefensibly wrong.

Bul it Iz not npon sny inference slone, howerver logical, thot we
rast om position. The feegaent introdoction of slavery, as a topie
of earpeat discmesion, in our Nafiomal Congress, was one of the
unavoidable resnlta of its existence. The featnre of aomiety that
distlngoished one pertion of oor Union from the other, sod thot
canred the intersata of owe section to confllel with those of the
other, there was in fact searsely a single question of national policy,
that was not in some measnre complioated with it, and that conze-
quently did oot involve its consideration. And eurely if, in any
place, and moder any circumstances, glavery woold God valiant
defandara, here ig the place and the«ccoasion. Men, we know, in
the heat of debate and under the irritation of opposing aentiments,
often go much Ffarther (o the statemcut of thelr own, than their
cooler judgment would allow. In resding, thew, Lhe discossions
of glavery thak were had in the esrly sessions of our National {on-
rregs, how natural the cxpeetation thet we would find dfhere, if
anywhere, thia institution, in its righlecusnes: and homanity,
stoutly defanded. Buf if 45 nod so.  Sonthern statesmen, in those
daya, wers indeed often eurneat in the maintenance of thoss rights
which they soppoeed the Consiftation eecured to thelr peomliar
ingtitntion, but seldom il ewer, did they boldly avow it to be In
iteelf juet and humene. Their morae general policy was frankly to
scknowledge elavery na an evil, for the present to be borne pa-
tiently and kiudly, but In the fotore &0 be, in some way wneeen by
them, forever abolished.

Frow the many illustrations of this trath which might be given
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we will eelect two, not becanse they are any more efriliog than
many others, but hecanse they ars in Lime the neareat thal wa can
dizeover to thnt most lamentabla change of santiment which on
this subject bas recontly taken place.

Ope of the most eerneat, protractad, and exciting debates that
evet ook place in oor National Congress, waa in connection with
the admmission of Misvori as a2 Stute ioto the Federal Tnion.
Commenciog 8 esrly ae April, 1218, it waz continmed until the
commencement of 1821, and was oftentimes condocted with so
muoch acrimeny ard sectional jealousy, as to threaten the very sto-
bility of the government.  Jefferaon, the sun of whose life wae then
nedar its aetting, was grestly alurmed, and freqguoently expressed his
fear that that enion of 3cates, which he had done go much to form,
wae 0n the eve of dissolution. And, indeed, had it not been for
what is usually called the *Miasomri Compromiee,” we con hardly
aea how such a catastrophe eould hava baen avoided. By that act
mutnal concessions were mmde; nor is it essy to see which parly
was reafly the gpainee.  Migaour], admitted as a staveholding State
{nta the TInion, slavery was, on the other hand, forever prohibited
from an axtent of territory larger than the area of all the Atlantic
Siave Btatea put together. Morteover, it is to be remembered that,
contermporsnecns with thia act, wus tha sdmisslon of Maine a2 a
free Btate, and also that tresty which, in aequiring Florids, ceded
Toxas, the largest possession of the United States south of the
proposed line, to Bpain. Mr. Beoton ie doubtless mistaken in
ageerting that this *' compromise” was ‘all ¢lear gain to the anti-
glavery side of the question ;"* or, again, thet “it yielded forever
to the free Btates the absolute predominance in the Tuion."f But
no lees in error we think, are those who, on the other side, regard
it a8 & aigual triomph of slavery aver freedom. It was emphat-
nally & *compromise,”

But what in this protracted and earnest discosslon mest con-
Cevos ne hers to notles, Is the almost entire absence of any defense
of slavery, efther npon mora! or politleal grounds, The men who
B0 persigtently demanded that no restriotions shonld he PoE npon
Blavery in Missoul, founded their argument almest entirely epon
those rights which the Constitation seecured to the separate States,

* Benton’s Thirty Years in the U. 8. Benats, vol. L. p. B.
$ Ihid,, val, i, p. 140,
3



a4 BLAVERY AND THE wal

They did not contend that slavery shonld be extended becaunse it
wae & good institetlon, approved of God, and franght with hless-
fogs to soclety. The very reverss was tros.  They acknowledged
it a2 an evil, apologized for ita pxistence in their midst, condemned
the whole system as eazentially warightaous, and expreswed their
ponfident hops that the institution would in time be entirely re-
moved from oor land.  Ilow remarkable this fact! That no one
may be keptical a8 to ite trothfulness, let us qnote a fow sentences
Feom aeveral of the memorable speeches that were then made,
“Bir] I envy,” said John Randolph, *oeither the head nor the
heart of aoy man from the North whe rises here to defend slavery.”
" Blavery was ar svil,” aald Benator Ellleii, of Georgia, foand in
this country at the formation of the present povernment, and It
waa loleyafed, only becavse it conld not be remedied.”™™  “(@Fen-
tlemen t2ll os, " eaid Mr, Lowrie, of Pennaylvania, * that slavery is
on svil, and thel they lament ds exisfence, and yvet, strange as it
may seem, thay contend for the extension of thiz evil to the peace-
ful regione west of the Misgissippd.”t “Maoy of those whe have
opposed this amendment,” eaid John Bergeant, of Penneylvanis—
that {s, the atendinent prohibiting slavery from Missonri—" have
agreed with ue in charscterizing alavary ma an evil and o cwrss, in
langoage stronger than we ahould perhapa be at liberty to use.”}
A writer in Niles' Register for Merch 11, 1820, reviewing the whola
fdebate on this subject, saye; “Faw, if aoy, are bold enongh to advo-
cate the practice of slavery as being right io fieelf or dare to justify
it, except on the plea of necessity.” Indeed, Me. Olay, in bis cole-
brated speech vcar tha closs of this disenssion, veotored to rebuke
hin Bonthern brothren for eonceding ao frankly the unrighteonsnese
of slavery, characterizing it &6 an “onneccesary conceslon,” Nor
shenld we here fail to mention, a8 illnstrating astill forther how
almost unlversally provalent anti-slavery sentiments then were, the
fact, that ju connection with thia great debale, the legislatares of
New York, I"ennaylvania, snd New Jersey, all unantmously passed
racolutions, Dok only objecting to the admissicn of Miksoor as a
dlavebolding State into the Union, but objecting horeafer to the
admisdon of woy territory as a Blate, without making the probi-
bition of alavery an indispensable eondition of jte admission §

% Niles' Reglater, vol, xvii, p, 408. T [bid, vol. xvii. p. 416,
T Thid., vol. xviil p. B2 # Toliticel Text-Book, p. 60,
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The other Congresslonal debate that I have sslacted =g fllos-
trating this troth, occurred in the Benate abont nine years after
the one we have just noticed, and hoa been mede especially memo-
ruble by the well-known reply of Wobater to Hayne. The diseua-
glon did not In iteeif involve the subject of slavery. It aross upon
4 motion to litit the sales of the poblle lands; but as thiz nato-
rally led to sewme comporizon between the grewth of frae and slave
territory, & debate upon the whole subject soon followed ; and, for
many reaions the discuszion was one pecaliarly irritating to the
Bouth, Itcamesnpon thew nuexpectadly; wasnot really germain to
the anhject ; peemed to be introduned for the very purposs of provok-
ing vaply and ativring np aoger; and contained many inegntrovertihle
facts, thal ware most damaping to slavery. Thus, comparing Ken-
topky and Ohio, My Webater attriboted the aaperior improvement
angl population of the latter, to ity exemptlon from the ovile of
lavery, sod with this as an example, generalized, to what must
alwapg be the effect in any Htate, of its permission or prohibition.
In reply, the priveipal apeakers were Mr. Hayoe, of Scnth Caro-
ling, and Mr. Benton, of Missouri, and though they hoth resented,
with wormth, as o refisction opon the Slave States, this dlsadvean-
tagesus comparison, they atill essayed po defense of slavery, but,
ob the pontrary, fully and freely admitted it to be & great evil
The spirit of thelr spesches was, in this regard, prociscly like
that which characterized—ea we have already ssen—the debate
on the Missouri controveray. We exiract a few sentences from
tme of the speeches of Mr, Benton, which will oot ooly confirm
our preseot position, but throw light opon others that we have
previously in thia article considered. Addreesing himself to the
Korth, and declating his purposs “to dissbuee them of some erro-
nedus impressions,” Mr. Benton remarky :—

“To them I oan truly say thet slavery, s the abatract, hag bt few
adyocates or defenders ln the slaveholding States, and that slavary as
# 14, an hereditary inatitotion descended wpon ue from oor ancestars,
would have fewer advocates atnong us than it hae, if thoso who have
Dothing to dn with the subject would only let ue alone. * * The views
of leading then i the North and the Souek were rrdispstably the soine
it the earlier periods of our governmant, Of this our legislative history
contiins the highest proof. Lhe foreign slave.trade wae prohibited in
Virgioin a3 soon aa the Revolotion began. It was one of her first aots
of govereiguty. In the comvention of that Stats which adopted the Fed.
eral Uonetitution, it was an objeotlon to that ingtroment that it tolerated
the African sluve.trade for twenty years. Nothing that hos appesred
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ginge haa surpassed the indlgnant denunciationa of this traffic by Patrick
Henry, Geotge Modon, and others [o that convention.”*

But from this ylew of what, until quite recently, was the anti-
glavery sentiment of this coantry, as evinced by the epirit of oor
Congressional debates, lat ns now for one moment turn to obsarva
the same fact a3 illostrated by the deliverances of different relipions
bodies,

Blavery, & moral quoestion, and baving 20 many poiota of
practical contact with the Charch, nothing is more petoral than
the sopposition that 1t¢ wounld oftentlmes fnd its way into the
Choreh's highest convorgtions, and constrain from them soma ax-
presgion of opinion s to its troe character. And thongh thess
dalivarances do not cortainly indicate the general sentimant that
might at the time prevail, yet are they the true exponents of the
Chureh's feeling, and with this ft i3 ressonable to infer that most
good men agreed. What, thes, has the Chorch of Christ {n former
times said of thie institation? What opinion of its moral charne-
ter haa she solemaly promolgated? We well Enow thal now, and
for some years pact, large hodies of professed Christisns in this
lamd, hava given toslavery thelr uogualified approval, Ther bave
pronouneed their solemn benediction wpon it. They bave dared
to gpeak of it a5 & divine (ngtikotion, fraught with blessings to both
of the partles botween whom it aabsigts, and deatined to continoe
ontil the latest generation. How startling the contrast between
these deliverancea of the modern Church, and those in which our
fathera and theire once all together noited | The following minute
waa adopted by the Conference of the Methodist Hpiscopal Chuorch
in 1784:—

“ Evary member in pur Socicty who bhas slaves In those States where
the law will admit of fresing them, akull, afler nolice given him by the
preaoher, get them free within twelve momths, {except in Virginia,
and there within two years,) at specified periods, according to aga.
Every person concerned who will not comply with these roles, shall
bave liberly 1o withdraw within twelve montbs afier the notice ia given,
oftherwise 40 be excloded. No peraon holding slaves shall in fotore ha
admitted into the Bociety until he previowsly comply with thege rales
respecting slavery,t

And thoongh at & anbsequent Cooference these repulations were

* Henton's Thirly Yenrs in the U, 8, Senate, vol. i. p. 186.
% Lae's History of the Methodista.
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gaspended, vet in 1797 this paragraph was added to the Disefpline
of that dencmivalion :—

4Tha preschers aod other members of our Bociety are requested o
cotrider the aobject of aereo slavery with deep atteption, and that they
impart to tha Genersl Oenfereoce, thromgh the medlom of the Yearly
Dunference, or ofberwlse, ooy imparctant thenghte of the sabdect, that
ihe Conference may have foll ight, io order to take forther atepes toward
gradicating this ¢ovrmend évil from thet park of the Chureh of Chrise
and God with which they are conpected."*

At & macting of the General Committee of the Hapdiste of Vir-
ginis, in 1784, the following resolotion was edopted :—

#Reaolved, That slavery in s vloleot deprivetion of the righta of
nuture, nod nconsiteat with republican povernment, aod therefora we
recontneod it to oor brethren (o moke wee of every mensare (o extic.
pebe thig horrid evll from the land, snd proy Almighty God thet our
honoreble legislature may have it o their power to proclaim this greak
jubilee, conalstent with the principles of poud poliey."'t

The General Bynod of the Presbyterinn Charch, as eatly s 1787,
recommended “io (he warmest terme to every member of that
body, and to all the chorches and familica ooder their care, to de
everyihing In their power, consistent with the righte of zivil society,
to promote the abelition of wlavery, aud the lnstroction of negross,
whether bond or free ;” and fonr vears after the organization of
the first General Assembly, (1793, that body exprensed thelr ap-
probation of this action, by ordering that it be published in their
tninntea.] Two yeara later than this (1795} the Glenernl Aseem-
bly aganred “all the chorches noder their care that’they viewed
with the despest concern any vestipee of slavery which may exist
in this conntry;”§ and eubsequently (1815) * expressed their regret
that the glavery of Africans and their descendants still contiunes In
g maoy places, and even emong those within the boends of the
church,®} [p 1818, the same body * having taken into conslder-
ation the gobject of slavery,” thus * moke Enown their” vramimors
“aentiments npon it to the churches and people onder thele care.™

“ We conglder the volontary enslaving of one pert of the humun race
by aoother as w gross vielation of the most precions aod eacred rights of

* Deneset, Yiews of Bluvery, p. 108, 4 bid, p 103,
} Assambly’s Lipest, p. 268, § Ibid., p. 268,
|| Thid., p. 271.
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hiiman natora, a8 nttarly inconsictemt with the law of (God, which raqoirea
us to love oor neighbor & outeelves, eod we totolly Burceoneilnbie with
the epint and priogiples of the Goapel of Chrigt, which eojoin that ‘AT
things whateoavor ye would that men shownld do t2 youo, do ye aven 2o fo
them., * * * We rejoles thot the Church to which we beloop cotn-
meabced b3 ently a8 any other in this conotey the good work of endeavor-
ing to put sn cud te slavery, and thot io the same work meoy of ite mem-
bere have evar gince been, and now ave avong the moat active, vigorous,
and afficient loborors. * ¥ * Wa earmastly exhort them to continne,
and, if possible, to Ingrease their exerdion, to effect the total abolition of
alavary, ¥

Nor wera thess solemo deounciations of the alo of slavery con-
fined to the highest jodieatery of the ghoreh, whers, it might be
said, that Northern influgnce pravailed, The Bynod of Kentncky,
in 1535, appointed & committes *to digaat and prepers a plan for
the moral and religione instrmetion of onr slaves, and for their
Sutvre emonoipaiion,”’ and in their report, adopted the year fol-
lowing, snch deelarations as thess ceonr :—

“ We ¢l admit that the aystem of slavery, which cxists amonz s, ie
oot rightt * * Withoot soy crime on the part of itr unfortonate
pobjeets, they ara deprived for fe, and their posleniy alfcr them, of the
right to property, of the right to liberiy, of the right to peraonal Reeurity.
Thera odinus features wre not the exorépeenved npon the syetem, they are
the gyatem itself; they ere its escential nonetitnent parts, And oy eny
msi believe thet any ench & thing oy this ie not siofol, that it is oot hetad
by God, and cught not to be abboresd and abolished by map 17 * #* %
This work must be dooe, or wrath will come npon ne.  ‘I'he groanz of
m{lists do nof riee forever noheaded bafora the tbrone of the Almizhiy.
The hoor of doom muat sagn arrive, the atorm muet soon gather, the bolt
of destroction must soon ke borled, sod the gollty mueet seoo ba dashed
im phevess The voice of history and the woice of ingpivatlon bolll wuro me
that the aatestrophe muat nome, unless averted by repentanes.

Huch, then, wnkl guite recendly, was public opinlou in this
a0untry upon the sobject of slevery, a3 manifested, in the spirit of
our Congressional debates, and 1o the deliveraness of the Ohrietien
Clwreh. Indeed, s distinguished jurist, whoss resesrches upon this
subjact entitle hia opinion to peonliar weight, says, " About the year

¥ 4 peinbly's Digest, pp. 272, 271,

1 Enormity of the Blave-teade, p. T8,
I Ibid, p. BL.

2 Teid,, p. 108,



BLATFRY ANT} THE WAR. 29

1820, for the Erat time, ao far as my Informsation cxisods, among
men of the lewst political repnte, it was suncunced by 8 Governor
of Booth Carolina that the institotion of aslevery was eminently
oeefal and benefcent."*

8honld there be any exception to this remark, many things,
which we need not here stop particolarly t¢ mention, would
poiut to Mr. Calboun, the distingulshed senstor of Lhe sama
Btate, Tha = Magnoe Apollo™ of slavery in these later daye,
It is difficult to think of him a3 spything elee than its stout de-
fender. And yet so il was. Mr. Calboon did vot always ihink
that American alavery wis a hendpn lnstitution, and that it shonld
be perpetnated in this land. He was & convert, like all his other
brethren at the Bouth, to & new doctrive on this sobject.  OF this
fact, one of his epeechas in the Senats, in 1838, contains almost a
ponfession : * Many,” he eaye, "in the Boath onee believed that
alavery wa3 a moral and political evil, but that folly and delozion
aré gome. We now ses It In its troe light, and regand it as the
most Aafe and stable basis for fres ingtitntions.” A member of
President Monroe's cabinet, when the Mirgoori Oompromise was
proposed, Br. Calhoun alae pave to thal meagure bis cordial appro-
bation ;1 mod as late as 1837 declared in the Senate * that it wae
due to candor to sar that his impressions were in ita favor.” |

A resent weiler thua reporia a eonversstion that thie distingwished
Southerner had, *“ more than twenty years ago” with “a philo-
aophic obeerver, never abaorbed in politics, and who visited Wash-
ington a3 & young man with good iotrodoetions, aftar hie retorn
from a long toor of obeervation in Europe.™

HRir, people bellewe that I sm an ahgualified advosate of slovary——
that I hold the inetitotion to he permanent and jogt.  This, sir, iz an
arkpr, T have oo faith in slavery as a porteonsnd inetitntion, nor as &
#rye oie, I believe it to be bot temporary, it serves o pregent purpoag;
it is very imporiant to maintain it whils it servea thie purpoge, and for
thie resson 1 defend and wphold it bot I am no believer in, no advoceds
of flavary in iteelf; it ie an institution which ie destined to come to sa
end and disappear, like 20 many others, after having flfilled its mis-
gioo."$

® Rirpd’s lawe of Slsvery, Preface to Besond Edition, p. &
t Bewdon'a Thivy Tears In TF 8. Bensde, vol. 1, p. T4,

I Ibid., wol, i p. 184,

i Ilﬂtpf:r:lﬂt.nh, Iepember ﬂ-l"nni.'h7 1845,
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But this {s not all.  Thers is a fact in the life of Mr. Oulhoon,
remarkable in itself, and in the higheet degres pertinent to the
point we are now illetrating, that recently came to the knowledge
of the writer of this artfcle, and though ne public announeement of
it way have ever, before this, been made, yat of its trothfulvess
there cen be no donht. Whila on & viait to the North, in the sum-
mer of 1821 or 1822, Mr. Calhonn was frequently in the soclety of
an eminent Presbyterfan divine, The scquaintance that bad for
many years eXlated between the two men, invited in their intarvlewa
the follest and frankest expressions of oplolon, and this was donlbi-
Teze atill further promoted by their entire diversity of pnrauils
The theme that engrossed a larga part of thelr conversstion was
paturally the inatitution of A merican slavery, for in the admizion
of Missouri as a slavholding Btate into the Union, we bad jost
at u natlon eame through onr Arst grest stroggle on that subject.
In everything, however, that wag waid opoo this theme, Mr. Cal-
houn attemmpted no defenee of the eystem, baot, on the contrary,
nohesitatingly pronounced it to be a great evil, both maorally and
politieally. At these declarations the divine ezpreseed surpriss,
and nrged that the distinguiched Bontherner, as ha was certainly
greatly misnnderstood on this eubjeet, should give to them pome
publie expression. And ag a definite mods, he suggested the prep-
aration by him of a bill for the abolition of elavery, either gradnsl
of Immediate, in the Distriet of Colombia. Tha property of the
whole conntry, aud the seat of our wational government, the divine
pregsed npon Me. Calbounn, the desirableness of ite being antirsly
unpelluted by the touch of alavery.  Af firzt the arpoment seemed
to ba ltile heeded, hot at length, upon tha coodition that the
measure shonld be entirely a Bouthern ouwe, come from the Sonth,
and receive ite advocacy, Mr. Calhonn conzented to prepare smch
 Bill, and arranged with his frisnd to vielt Wazhinpton, whenever
he should inform hiw that the details of the measnrs had been pre-
pared. Nor wae the promiss forgotten. Lo the winter fallowing
these interviews, Mr. Calhoun summoned hie friend to the capitol,
informing bim of hia readiness fo proceed with the proposed
imeasare. The divine immediately complicd with the invitation. He
went to Washington, saw Mr. Calboun, at his reguest, splicitad
two prominent Northern politicians te give to the proposed meapure
their inflnence ; and was, a8 he supposed, on the very ave of wug-
cess, when guddenly the distingeished Boutherner refused to take
another step in the matier, alleging aa his resson the violent anti-
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glavary feeling, that was then just beginning to manifost iteelf In
some portione of New England *

But lrom this view of the opposition to elavery, that was once
almost noiversal in thia land, it ia time that we should tora, to in-
quire, for & moment, into the canses of that strabge and warvelooa
change of eentiment that bas, on this sabject, recently taken pluca.
For whatever may, {n oor early history, have been public opinion
ot thls great questivn, oo one can doabt but that there are few now,
at the Booth, st least, who condemn thiz iostitotion. Among
Hoothern etatesmen we lock in vain for the men, who, in their viewa
of slavery, sympathize with Palrick Henry, Waslinglow, Jaferaon,
Madiaon, or of any of the other fathers of onr republic; and we
Evow of no prominent divine at the Sooth, who woold ®ew vota for
such a deliverance npon this snhject, ae was the unanimour ntter-
ance of the Genernl Assembly of the Presbyterinn Choreh in 1815,
Upon this great moral gqnestion, méllions of people bave, In thirty
yedrd, oF & lilile more, radleally chanped their pentimants.  In this
are of progress in art, education, and rellgion, we have behald the
strauge phenemenon of whole Btatas, convertad from the opponsnts
of involootary sarvitode, into its atontest defendere  Towand the
great idea of nniversal liberty nod equnlity, the race at larpe hoa,
for the lest helf centory, been steadily advaveing. In the old
world theae prineiples battling with oppregdion hes, from many
of lts scats of power, burled it inte the dost. Hven o Rossia
setfdom hes been aboliched. I iz in enlightensd and Cbristian
Americs alone, thot the moral tone of zociety seems, in this respact,
to have been lowered, thet the publle conselence bae deteriorated,
and that men have gnne baek, in their idess of human rights, 1o
bharbaric ages.

Bul how was this sed change effected ! What were the infln-
en¢es most potant in producing it ¢

¥ The writer of thie articls fa fully aware of the fack, et the pubkic
will b elow to bellews ook & sletednenl me Lhin, We wre sll justly boaredd-
wlous with referenee b any wlleged fact, in the bistory of & poblio muu, tiae
iz mewn, and in opposition to the generally received estimsts of bis opinious i
is proper, therefors, definlialy to slate the authorily vpon which the sbuve
aluterment is wads, The fwets were mentioned fw 1he writer by the *Fdistln-
guished divine’ himealf, in conversation some years sinee.  They wre, like-
wize, contained in a Tetter, written at bhis dictetion, and dated ———=,
Oatobar 81b, 1363, Im thin latier permission 1s given to the auwclor to pob-
13ah thoue frate, He regrets that he has not s Hherty of addiog the name
of Lhe pminenl divine,
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Ey many tha whola problem {s seppesed to be salved, by the gim-
ple fact of the intemperate, and, ofentimes, nocharitable discnselon
of thia subject ot the North. From the opponents of slavery, the
whoio South became ite friands, we are told, bocause men, whe had
ng personal contact with, or fnterest 1o this institotion, indeed, who
lived bondreds of miles from it, vlolautly eondemoed it wrote mn-
kindly and hastily abont It; petitioned Congreee either to abolish it,
of to prevent 1ta extenaion ; songht to bring odium wpon all who were
in aoy way engagred in it; amd fnally endeavored cven to exeita to
a blogdy insurrection those who were In bovdage. Hod thess men
attended ta their own eoncerng, bad the Norllern presa and polpit
been gilent an thiz subject, or had their ntterances been more kind
an] considerate, we are aasnred that wo would never have wit-
neesed that strange revolution of sentiment b0 which wa have Jost
referred.

But Ia this sof Is thie cauee smfflelent to produce such wn
effect ! We say nothing in reply of the admitted fact (hat the
men who thus spoke and wrote, congtitoted bot & small winority of
the whole paopla of the North—we willngly walve this important,
consideration—nor would we yet apain, bere express aoy opinion
as to thair conduoet, whether It was in itself right or wrong, for it
inflnence might in sither case, be the satoe  We would rather acospt
the most exaggerated statement thal on this sabject cun be made,
and apite in the severeat condamoation of such condoet, while we
yetb asgert that, sa o conee, it is altogether thadeguale to the affset,
What | nive milllons of people, radically c¢hanged in sentiment
npol 4 great moral question, eonverted to the tmost obetinats de-
fense of slavery, brought to the point of reparding that institetion
as divine, and & hlessing Lo both of the partics between whom it
gubeists, becanse a oomber of men, a8 Iarpe aa themaslves, and
cerlainly their peers in intelligence and piety, regarded it as wicked,
paid 50, and ware unceasing, and, we will add, vaecrapnlens, in
their afforts to destroy [t] CUan any candld man believe that such
& thing iz possibla? That the feelings of the Bowth have been
deeply wounded by what they regerded as tha meddlesomensss of
the Noeth with their pecullar inetitntion, that they have been
chafad and ircitaled by it, that they have regerded themeelves an
maligned, sod that this convietion of Injored innocence hag, in pome
rases, led them to delewd what, In other circamatancos, they wonld
have mndamned, W ﬂ]]EETfI:I“}' admit. The vesult of parﬂﬁﬂuﬂunr
pither real or empposad, is, perbaps, always to endear to men that
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for which they ere persecoted, and to lead them to etand up mors
ghoutly in its defenze. But one cotive scetlon of o great coontry
ravolutionized in sentiment wpon s moral qoeglion, led to believe
that a domestic institution was rigphi that previooely they had
regarded ne wronp, becanse the other section condemned it, and
lebored and prayed for its abolition, is not the very idea prepos-
terona !

Bupposs the case to be reversed ; suppose the whole Bonth to bave
arraigned itaelf, in the most wiolent opposition, to the mannfacture
and 8ale of intoxicating drinks at the North, can we conceive that
w¢ here wonld have all become the champions of this traffic, and
holdly afiirmed it to be morally rieht F It i3 time that the idea we
are considering shonld be cxploded. It has dwelt Iobg cnough In
the bosoms of good men, a8 8 sofficient apology, for one of the most
matrvelons changes of sentiment that the world has evar witpessed.
We must look farther, and deeper, for the real canse of thia sad
effect.

In the case of & siegle Individuel, we are oll aware of the In-
Auenee, that Ja cxerted apon the moral judpment, by a loog con-
tinwance in awy line of eonduct, e mode of Ule, thet is once felt
to hao aither positively wroog, or of donbtfal propriety. Ar men
live in the practice of sin, they loss hoth the conacionsnsss, and the
belief of ite sinfulmese. Helf conditions faith. The power that
perecives 8 Wicked act, partakcs of the gencral lojury that that
act, when performed, inflivts on the soul.  As character daterio-
rates, 0 does the standard by which we Judpe of it. A man's
own moral state and lfe {8 very woch the teasore of his moral
volivietions  Let any one have hie consciance 30 enlightened, ag
to pergeive that a certain porsnit io which he ie engaged i wrong,
but, despite that, lat him atill continoe in it, and io time Le will be
vary prona, not only to lose all econvietiona of {te wickedoess, bat
really to marvel how be conld bave cver cheriched, with regard to
it, uch an opinion. It ia by Lhis principle alone, that we can sx-
plain the fact, that those most apt in this world to justify them-
selves, pnd in eonsvions innoceoce to say, * we have no sin,” are
ordinarily the most depravad, They have gone on 8o far in Aln
that if has becoms a © hiddan thing ™ fo them, Thelr moral sense
ie paralyzed. *“In the lowerod tetnperatore of the inward con-
selonenesa, they have reached that point, whers the growing cold-
nesE, hardnees, and selfishoces of & man's natore can no longer ba
noted; the mechunlsm by which moral varigtions are indicated,
having becoma iteglf insensible and motlonlzss. ™
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The priveiple ie applicable to the case befors ug, and in it may
be found one potent canee for the offect which we heve deserlbed.
There was & time, in the hiztory of thia country, when the conscience
of the Bouth was so enlightenad, as to see that slavery woe a great
moral avil. Her statestngn saw it, apd did ool hesllate to pro-
claim it. Her divines saw it, apd did not draw back, in the de-
liserances of the church, from ooiting with ethers in condemning
it. But, alss, to these covvictions, expressed in political speeches,
and choreh deliveraoces, thare wag no corresponding action.
Slarery, seen to be an evil, was pot immediately abolished, nor
were 6Ny plane devised by which it might ultimetely be destroyed.
Ou the contrary, the ipstitotion wea retaloed. Southern society,
ingtend of geeking (o cast off this net-work of ovll, or to loosen the
gails in which it was inwrappiog it, sofered it to remuin, asd avery
day to tighten ite grasp. The difienlties in the way of the eman-
cipation of the epnslaved were eo exagperated, pe to be regarded as
forever incurmmountable. The behesta of conseionee wars destroyed.
The monitions of the morsl senze were distegarded. Meno went
on doing what ihey Enew to be wrong. They wilfolly continned
in #in. And, from koch condect, i it any marvel that, o time,
just such resulte followed as we have deacribed ? Tefusing to do
poything for the freedom of the enslaved, when cowscions that
duly demwanded it, 1= 1L arange that that bondage should Goally
come jtzelf to be regurded as vighs ¢

We are well aware of the serionsness of the eharge that we thos
brlag agalust the Bouth. Io what we have said, we aver nothing
lesg, on this point, than their demoralization. We aflirm that they
are bow the defenders of African slavery, bocanse of a paralysis of
thelr eonvelence, produced by the long continuswes of this instito-
tion, afier ite troe character wae known. Dot can sny candid
wind deubt that this position i true? Ie i€ Dot & cooglusion
logically irresiptible 7 Do wa wot aee the same principle rapeating
iteell in the moral judgment of individoals all arcond na? Te
work a radical chungs, iu the opinion of & man, upon the moral
character of any ection, is there snything more elicient than its
habitoal performanes, after hia conscience has onge been enlight-
gned o know that it is wroog |

Kut other ceuses have conspired, with the one just mentionad,
in prodecing this wonderfol revolotion of sentiment at the Bouth,
with regard to glavery. During onr eolonial history, and for the
first few vears of our existence as a sepsarate nation, wheo, as we
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bave seen, the anti-slavery fellug was so strong, we have alraady
had occasion to refer to the fact, that the growth of cotton in this
couniry was incopalderable. A wriler In Lha Peony Cyeloprdia
presants ua with thia beef sommary of fagts ;—

*In 17RG the total importa of ootton to tha Thritish islas wan some-
whut léss than 30,000,000 poonde, no pert of which was furntahed by
Norlh Amerreq, Our West Indis colonies supplied nearly one-thied,
ghont av equal quantity was hrgoght from forsign colonies in the seme
Guarier, 3,00, NM pounda came from Hrazil, aod 3,000,004 pouods from
the Tevant. In 17N the importation smoooted to 31,447,605 pounds,
none of which wves suppdicd by e Taefed States.  In 1785 the quantity
was ouly 26,401,340 poonde, 1 thie year & pommergial treaty wag
made betweon the United States of Morth America and Great Britain,
by one article of which, as it originally stood, tha export wae prohibitad
froth the Tnited Btates, in Americen vessels, of such articlas as they
bad previously imported from the Weat Indiez. A moog these articles
cofton was ireludad ; Mr. Jay, the dmaricon negolioior, nof bedng
cgre Chal coffon wes then beeoming an avivcle of export from tha
Uneted Stafes. In LBDO the fwports hed more thea doubled, baving
reashed 56,010 782 pounds.  TWds was e el pae (LBO0) éa wihseh
any consilerable guandity wes obinined from Americo, the imporia
from that quarter were about 18 000,40 poends,™*

Bul it happoned that abont this tlme, several carses cume into
gperation which, in their effect, greatly inereased, both the demand
for cotton abroad, and its coltivetion in this conntry. [t was now
that the invantiona of Hargreaves, Arkwright, Crompton, and
others, in cotton-spinniog, were wade, enabling Koglish oartisans
auceesafully to compete with the weavers of India; wnd thaf the
gteam eogine, baving undergone the improvementa of Watt, was
first applied on & large seals to manufactoring indostry, It was,
likewise, at this time, that Whitney invented hia saw-gia, an in-
ventlon which strlkingly supplemented those of which wa have just
spoken, and without which we, s & people, conld kave done litile to-
ward supplyiog that inercased domand for cotton which these inven-
tions of Huglish artizans, had prodoced. Before this, the only cotion
grown in America which was avallable for the genersl purposas of
commerce, was that which was known as the Ses-Ialand kind. Tut
this variety grew ooly in a faw Favored locelities, and the quantity
produced could never of necessity be large. The difficalty of
spparating the eeed from the wool, by any methods then in uge,

— -

* Artlede Coffon,
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wal g0 great in the other varleties of eotton that eonld be prown
ot this continent, as to tender them of little value for the ordinary
purposes of trade, Dot this difficnliy the invenlion of Whitoey so
pompletaly overcome, as at once to bring into genaral demand the
whole American crop.®*  Io & suit brooght by Whitney, in Savan-
oeb, In 1807, Lo sustaln the validity of his patznt, Judge Johneon
thos cpeaks of the importance of thig invention, and of ita nfoence
upen the indostrial interssts of the Soath :—

“The whola intaripr of the Bonthern Btales wae langoizhing, and its
inhabitant= smigrating for want of eome ohject to cogepe thele etten-
tivn mnd cmploy their indostry, when the invention of thie machine at
voce opéoed vicwe to them which sct the whole country in active motion,
From childhood {0 age it has presetled 1o us » locrative copluyment.
Individuals whe ware depressed with poverty and sunk in idleness, hwve
suddaoly risen to wealth and respectability. Our debte have bean paid
off, our capltals have Inoressed, aod our Iende trebled themselvea in
valoa ™t

Moreover, It shonld here be remerked, that African elavery, to
b economical and permanent, must be applied to the production
of some commodity which, while it iz greatly in demand, requires
ouly crude labor. 1o the more diffleult indusirial arte it cannot
Le profitably and safely employed, the general awakening of the
faculties, intellectual and moral, produced by euch porsaits, inevi-
tubly disgualifying men for a sarvile condition. DBut gotton iz e
vommodity which fulfille these conditions.

And of these eombined inflnences, tha resnlt was precisaly what
we shonid have antlelpated. The Blave States becams cotton-
growing States. That plaot, which herstofore had been eolti-
vated malnly in the gardens of the 3outh, snd whose Frowth, for
the porposes of trade, had been limited to & narrew belt of land
rooming along the coast of Bouth Usroling, now whitened seares
of acres far inland. It was axported to Eorope, It came into
gnccessful competition with that which had been grown in other
eountriea. By it superior goality and low priee, it gradnally
commanded for itself almost the whole market, Europe Legan
now to look to America for bher supply of thie geaat staple of
trade, and its growth elsewhere hegan materally to declloe,

Morecver, throngh this exportation, the South waa ¢nabled 1o

#* Hes Cairnes” Blave Power, p. 106,
T Amervican Jourensl of Boience, vol. xxi
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command the industrial resources of all cominercial nations. With-
ont culiivating for herself any art, or enpajring in any skilled labor
—a8 indeed she conld not with her alaves do—she was vat ahle,
through an ezchange with other countries, to secure the produocts
of the highest manufactorog sud mechanical skill, Wealih, too,
waa thua gecursd to the slaveholders of the Somth. The velue of
cotton exported from thiz conntry, in 1858, bas been estimated et
uearly one hoodred and thirty-twe millione of dollars,* and to thia
must be added the som realized from anlea at home.

Aund from the commencement of thia process, near the opening
of the present century, it hag been zieadily golng on.  The fol-
lowing table—prepared after conzolting all the anthoritles within
our tesch, and coutaining the total producliou of raw cotton in
every part of our globe, together with the whole ameoont of the
erop grown in the Tolted States, at intervals of ten years—will
perhapa present this subject more forcibly than we conld de in
words. In its examination, wa beg that our readers will obaerve
how Impresaively it temches o these two grest facte: the aston-
ishing rapidity with which this trade has grown at the South, and
the altmest complete monopoly of it which at laet wea attained :—

.lmu'untgmwn I tha “ﬁnﬁm
T, Puited b G Ll
iha, The.
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T P 45,000, D00 520 0040, 000
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1) PO 18, 000, 010 50 ANID), )
Ty e e B35, 000,000 S50 () 0N
T T, R, QA B0, (M0 O
S 1,066,000, DMy 1,242, 004,000

And mow these fmcte, have they no connection with that preat
revolution of sentiment, with regard to the woral character of
slavery, thal hag taken place st the Bonth? Can any man think
of them fogether, and believe that they are in ne wey reloled?
When a busloess becomes highly profitable, is anything more com-
mon among men than the convietlon of ite rightfulness? A sell-
intercated casulstey, I8 b oot very proove to call In nnsound pleas,
and resaons, and exonses which, constantly pressivg the line that

* Kaw American Cyelopedis, artiole oo,
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divides right from wrong, at last wholly remowves it T Tn apserting
thig, wa do nothing more than sttribute to the South the foibles of
onr common humanity. The spactacle of either an Individwal, or
& nation eondemning that which eorichea them, iv very rara in this
world of gin. T.wd Becon gays: “I canpol cell riches better
than tha bagrage of virtop—the Roman word iz better, ‘Impedi-
mevta'—for, a8 the baggoage i3 t0 an army, 8o i8 riches te virtos,
* ¥ it hindereth the merch; * * yea, it sometimes Tossth
or digturbeth the vietory. "+

What a sad illoatration of thia troth do we dizcover In the his-
tory of thiz nation! With ne great staple of trade that could
be profitably coltiveted by slave labor, and that was vapidly
entiching the Bouth, the institotion of Ameriean elavery wae
almost ooiversally condemned] With soch & commodity, and in
the posgesslon of the monopoly of it slavery iz believed to be
right; and, for its preservation and extension, it is thonght to be
oo crime to deloge oor eouniry with bleod, destesy onr oatioostley,
pnd extingnisk to the world the last hope of free government,

¥ Lurd Basun's Works, val. i, po 42,






