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ve offer this publication, Grow to Love, as a gif't to those
seekers of Spirit Growth, and this gif't is méant to be shared
with all. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO COPY....

Grow t.o Love will slways be non—-coamercial, the only ads being
UNPAID ones for organizations, services, publications and
products we foel are of interest to our readers.

Grow to Love will continuously strive to create space for free
discussion on topics pertinent to spiritual, intellectual, and
personal srowth. ¥e will of fer our readers new and not.—-so-new
ideas of interest to theas, presented in as positive, liberal,
and un-biased mannei as possible.

Please write:
Grow to Love
c/o0 Sadie Gohl
3 P.0. Box 1545
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&k, look at sl Lhe lonely pe
El

The worid is a crowded place, with biilions of souis
inhabiting every nogk and cranny. There are nearly 250 =illion
people in America alone. isn’t it surprising that in Lthis ever-
grosing mass of husanity there are so sany lonely people?

Hhile raised Lo believe that re eill find that "certain
someone” to love and share the rest of our lives. ¢e are never
told that as fulfilling as Lhis might be an one level, there are
other levels mithin cur multidesensionality as people that aill
aiso need Lo be fulfilled. Qur mates sight satisfy us sexualiy.
but they might be deficient in other areas that need to be
satisfied as uell. Ve wighl need intellectual stimulation, or a
physically challenginpe relatianship thai transcends the noraally
accepted boundaries of marriage and coerpanicnship.

Quite often Lhese needs are filled by friends and associates
we spend our time sith in addition to the Lime Lhat se spend
#lth our aates. These people becowe a part of Lhe fabiric of our
lives, and enrich us through their participation in cur lives.
But there are times shen even this is not enough and. shiie
intellectus!ly se knos Lthat the "perfect”™ sate probakly does'nt
exist. we pine for the individual sho will be all things rolled
into ane. He or she wouia be aur iover and friend, our meniar
and student cur helpsata and child. They =ould mirrer Lhe
sultiplicity of our oen personalilty and cosplisent our existence
gith their osa.

If you've ever falt that may, take heart. You are not zlone.
Even Lhe sost successful and gregarious of peopnle are lonely at
times. There are tines shen we all lie in the darkness and
eonder why se feel isolated and alone, despite good families and
clase friends. We all get the feeling Lhat somehoe. there aust
be more to life and relationships than the day-to-day saseness
of it all

All the lonely

sple...”
enore Rigby --- The Beatles

people

by J. Taylor Block

"Dkay.” you say."What's the ansee=r? ¥here do se g0 froe
here?”

'l be honest eith you. | don’t knoe. If | did, I'd be the
sealthiest san on earth. Truth be knoen. I'm just as lonely as
the next guy. | may cope with It better or hide sy loneliness
wmiLh a little sore success, but there are tises when | an lonely
even in & crosed. | Lhink Lhe difference is that {'ve found that
it's all right to be lcnely. In fact. ! Lhink that it sight even
be necessary for people Lo be lonely from Like Lo Line.

Pegple need Lo search for that elusive sorpething that is
sissing from their lives. it's a quest for knosledde and
understanding Cthatl | believe Is Inborn and part of the grandeur
of the husan spirit.. Qur search for Lthe "perfecl™ aate, Lhe
"perfect” job. the "perfect” house, and ail the other quests on
shich we find ourselves are, in actuality, holy quests for “the
grail.” ¥e are searching for Lhe "godliness” of ocur existence.
not in & refigious sense, but in an effeort Lo define gur lives
in ter=zs of self-realization.

¥e meet others in the execution of osur auest that bolster
our resolve and give us the s\rength to g0 on, yet in Lthe final
analysis, life is a auest that is ultimately tLravelled alone. ¥e
are born alone and we die atone. and in between these ultinate
gysteries is a sharing of consciousness that leads us inexorably
to the goal of seif-realization.

| ae of the belief that each of us "finds ourselves™ at
sometiee during our lives. unless we are taken by some auirk of
fate or circuastance before se reach that realization. The dis-
covery may not alsays be Lo our liking, but se are shat we are,
despite what se ultisately wish Lo be. We all wish Lo be
"perfect” or "perfected” in sowe way, and therefore, long for a
paerson that will be our "perfect”™ coaplisent. ¥hat we are
actually seeking is our uitizate self in Lthe narcissistic guise



of aneother. ¥hile in theory it vould probably be vonderful to
find someone sho is like of mind and spirit. equal to our
axpectations in every say. In actuality, it sould probably be
the uitisate in horedon.

¥e are zultidezensicnal in our oen right. requiring
stiaulation on several isportant levels in order Lo gros. I is
not lopical Lo expect that any one individual could possibly be
all things to us, any sore than we could ever expect to he all
things to ali peopie. Nature has canstructed a worid in shich se
need Lo sccially interact with a side variety of pecple. Lo mix
and meld, becowing an ever changing soecies. (L is necessary for
our survivai.

Huran beings need Lo be stizulated Ve require senta)l
stimulation ta groe as thinking individuals. emotional sUisu-
iation to grow as nurturing indlviduals, erotic stiaulation to
sroe as sexual individuals, and aesthetic stisulation t.o grow
as creative individuals. in this list of needs is shosn the
reassn that we are seldos, if ever, totally satisfied by that
“special someone.”

My personal rethod of coping with the lenliness of life is
Lo live each day as if there are no toasorross. This is not to
say that I'Hl squander &y resources, living & hand-Lo-gouth
existence, but | try not Lo become ohsessed with sy personal
needs as they relate to interactions sith others. instead of
thinking of hos another person’s life aight augsent sy osn, |
Lry Lo think of how our wmutual association might enrich our
lives. 1 ask nothine. and try Lo accept genuiane friendshins
gracicusly, returning sine as genuinely ac ! as ahle.

Looking into Lhe lives of oLhers | try Lo find Lhings
aboul thea that are sisilar to traits i possess. but [ also seek
aut those who lead “interesting but different”™ lifestyles.
Eccentricity, Lo my way of Lhinking. is a virtue Mostly. | like
to associate with people that like Lhemselves. it does’nt matter
to thes shether the world approves of tLhes or their lifestyle.
They only ask Lo be left alone Lo enoy life on Lheir oen Leras.

i€ you spend your antlire existence mired doan in zoeful
despair. sittingd on Lhe sidelines of life. you've only vourself
Lo blaae for being lonely. Sul if you open yourself up Lo nes
people, nes opportunities and nee ideas. the loneliness factor
becomes iess and less in your life. interesting people attract
interesting pecple. IL's hard Lo be lonely shen you are sith
interesting people.

Here's a little exercise. ¥hen you are alcne in Lhe house.
stand in front of a mirror and meet yourself for Lhe first tisme.
Take a look at yourself as others see you. lsprove shat you see
if you are not pleased. Straighten your posture, smile and keep
good eve contact. Nos sell yourself to the inage in Lhe nirror.
i¢"s okay. You're slone. Nobody &ill think you've gone bonkers.

Tell Lthe izage soxething about yourself. eho ysu are, shat
you do. Lthings that you are proud Lo have accoaplished. Be proud
of yourself. Remewnber that you are the sua and total ef all that
vou have been and shat you hope to be. You're a unique
individual and one thatl people sould like to get to knos.

Ckay, exercise coepleted. That #2s'nt sc bad noe, eas iL?
if vou can stand up Lo your osn sorst critic and lat it on Lhe
line, you don't have such to fear froe people sho are interested
in meeting you. You might just find that they have the sanse
fears and worries as you and that they are just as loneiy.
looking for soaeone like you Lo fill 3 gap in their lives. Maybe
you can share your unique Lalents and interests as friends.

¥hen you gel right doen Lo it. thal's preliy speciail.
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J.Taylor Block

Sadie: You've been publishing your magazine, Total Eclipse, for
the past eight years..what sere your objectives shen you firsg
began eriting and publishing? ¥hat type of growth has your pub-
lication underdone over the past eight years, and hoe do yvou
hope to furthur expand on ehat you've already been doing?

JTE: Tetal Eclipse began as a “house organ™ for the Eclipsian
Order. and was geared for the entertainsent and enlightenaent of
a salected fees. One Lhing led to anather and people began to
lend their copies to others, who santed to recieve their oen
copies. After a while, it sas like Topsy...it just sort of GREW.

Now Total Eclipse has a substantial audience across the
United States and in several foreign lands... ve even have read-.
ers in the forser Soviet Union and one in Djibouti... But we’ve
sanaged to keep our focus. Total Eclipse was always meant for
those sho enjoy the absudities of life. People sho are proud to
be “different.

trhile Total Eclipse is expanding and constantly getting
better. ! Lhink that | sould iike Lo keep {t relatively saall in
size, with a select audience that enJoys shat se are trying to
do. Most newsletters seldom operate in the red, so profit is'nt
really a big motivater, as iong as ehat we do is fun.

Sadie:Hoe do you feel about Lhe corzaecialization of Paganise?
noted that in almost EVERY really large scale Pagan or Wiccan
‘zine one is apt Lo find advertisements for various psychic and
“voodoo” (whatever that say mean) services for sale... | really
have the attidude that. while people should be expected Lo nake
their osn inforaed choices about such things, it really is kind

of seedy Lo use soeelhing like psychic powers Lo make money and
iL seens like certain publications who are supposed Lo he
Talternative”are. in fact. perpetuating syths that surreund
Paganiss by advertising such services.

JT8: khile | understand rhat you are saying, and aggree Lo some
degree. | think it"'s a case of using the ads to bring in

revenues that allow the ‘zines to survive. As you «ill soon see,
it can be a costly venture. Take Total Eclipse for example.
Thousands of doilars have gone into purchasing Lo of Che line
computers, prograss and the developsent of graphics to allow it
to look Lhe way il does. That’s an out of pocket expence that
has Lo be paid if one is to compete. And lel’s face it.

If Lthe reader is'nt pleased with Lhe quality that they recieve
for their soney. they sill go elseshere... and rightly so.

As for charging for one’s services, that's up to the
individual eLhics of those who have the ability to provide a
service. | do charge for =y Torotl readings and ay personal coun-
siling sessions as well. My readings are quite detailed and 4 ake
hours to cosplete. shen yvou consider the reading itself, Lthe
Lyping of Lhe report, saiiing. elc. A simpie questian eight .
generate 3-5 pages of response. An annual reading could cont atn
30 pages or sore.

After 25+« years of doing Lhis. | have also found that most
people respect the service sore if IL aeans enough Lo Lhes that
thaey are willing to pay a reasonable asount to recieve it. They
have a stake in Lhe project, rather Lhan just 25 cents for a
phone cail. ¥hen | first started deing readings, i charged
nething... and gas deluged sith calls and reguests. "sill ] find
av lost ear rings?” "Does John love we?”

while it's nice Lo be friendly and nice to do readings. it
becokes sosething of a probles when soxeone calls at 3 ar,
domandirg Lthat you read for thes for 2 aattor of life and death

_such as shether they should vear the red dress or the green

dress Lo a parly an friday night. i a person has Lo pay for e
service, they are sore circugspect and tess flighty about just
picking up the phone {or a reading. Now, | work ONLY by

appointeent

Sadie: Yhat kind cf spiritual exploration and greeth have you
undergone in your life? ¥hat kind of religious background deo
you have?

JTB: { eas born into a Baptist faeily in illinois. but sas never
baptized into a congregation.
i don't really consider syself a “spiritual”™ persan, rather
a human potentialist. Being brought up in 2 eideest Baptist fam-
ily. | as exposed ta Christian philosophies, and i was expected
tc confors, but ! could never quite bring ayself Lo be ghat sas
pxpected. | have alsays knoen thal aagic existed, although | had
no words Lo describe ehat | knee Lo be.
! lef{ home 2L 19 Lo Jjoin the Air Force, and spent 20 years
in travelling around the world. and have been to Libya. Turkey.
Viet Naw, Gerwany, Spain, Greeca, Kenya, France, Portugal,
England, Thailand, Syria, Iraq and octher countries as eell |
have taken the time to study Cheir religious and aagdical systeas
distilling Lheir essence to becore Lhe core of sy 0N personal
belief systewx. | have studied Wicca, Voodoo, Christianity,
Thelewic Hagdic, Egyptian Madic, Satanisa, and ather foras as
zell, that | could better understand the zotivations of those
who do wagic... and how magic sorks. And | have found that it
¥DF RS noL because of soke sysiic ar relgisus dectirine, but
hecause of the Will of Lhe Magician. Al cultures have sagical
beliefs Lhat cross reiigious lines.
Se as for 2 “religion”, ! find that ! az at best agnostic.
To me. the husan Will reigns suprese. so long as one takes Lhe
tiwe to understand the principles of Magic, can suster the force
of Will, develop and utilize elevated and extended adrenal flow,
along with other factors, Hagic can be done.
bhile | do of course honer and respect nature, and have &
long and abiding respect for those sho champion Lhe saving of
Caia for future generations, | see “religion” aore as a dividing
factor of man. People tend Lo wouth platitudes of love and
understanding in Lheir religious practicices, but when the chips
are dozn, 52 see the "Thax or Us™ sttitudes coae Lo the surface.
My point of view is Lthat | would rather have an honest enesy
than a haif -hearied friend any day.
Sadie: You read Tarol, how has doing Tarot readings chanded y0u¥
perceptions of Spirit and life? Has reading changed your
vie#point of other things as weli?

JTB: ! sem Tarol not as a spiritual Ltool, bul as a hands-on
catalyst to open the &ind Lo possibilities and intuitive

insights. Ope thing that | have found frow the cokpetent readers
»ith whoe | have core into contact is that the cards are serely
a t.ool to be used. They often can do Lthe same Lhing without them
The cards becose 3 focusing agent.

By reading the cards. | think that | have becoae more open
to the ineer feelings of otLhers. Motivations. attitudes and
prejudices can he aore easily discerned. One thing Lthatl | have
definitely found is that even in the rost seeringly clean-cut
situation, Lhings are seidos shat they seea

Sadie: Yhat sert of interesting and/or unusual Lthings have
happened Lo you concerning spiritual groeth? ¥here do you still
#ish to go with further groeth?

JTB: The =zost interesting part ef =2y shole journey has been in
peeting sone interesting and "different” people. I've met people
sho are intelligent .. or gifted... or bizarre... of unusual,
and have learned that | can learn sasething from each of thes
i hope that they have been abie {0 Lake sorething asay froa
their encounter sith ze as sell

As long as | live, | hope Lthat ! never becore stagnant or
corplacent. Life is growth. { hope Lo learn and Lo grow and. at
Lhe end of ay days. leave this sorld satisfied that | have done
sy best. In the final analyvsis, is there anything more that one
could hope for?



J.Taylor Block

Sadie: Yoeu've been publishing your eagazine, Total Eclipse, for
the past eight years..®shat were yvour obJjectives shen you first
began eriling and pubiishing? ¥hat Lype of grosth has your pub-
lication undergone over the past eight years, and hos do you
hope ta furthur expand on what you've already been doing?

JTB: Tetal Eclipse began as a "house organ” for the Eclipsian
Order. and sas geared for the entertainsent and enlightensent of
a saelected feew. One thing led to another and people began Lo
lend their copies Lo others, sho wanted to recieve their oen
copies. After a shile, it eas like Topsy...it just sort of GREW.

Noe Total Eclinse has a substantial audience across the
United States and in several foreign lands... se even have read-.
ers in the forwer Soviet Union and one in Djibouti... Bul se’ve
sanaged to keep our focus. Total Eclipse was aleays seant for
those eho enjoy the absudities of life. Peaple who are proud to
be “different.

ithile Toetal Eclipse is expanding and constantly getting
better. | Lhink that [ would like to keep it relatively saall in
size, @ith a select audience that enjoys shat #e are tLrying to
do. Nost newsletters seldop operate in the red. se profit is'nt
really a big motivatar, as lang as what we do is fun.

Sadie:Moe do you feel about Lthe cozaecialization of Paganise?
noted that in almost EVERY really large scale Pagan or ¥Wiccan
‘zine one is apt to find advertisements for various psychic and
“voodop™ (whatever that may mean) services for sale... | really
have the attidude that. while people should be expected to nake
their osn inforsed choices about such Lhings, it really is kind

of seedy Lo use something like psychic powers Lo make soney and
it seewns like certain publications whe are supposed to be
"alternative”are, in fact. perpetuating msyths that surround
Paganiss by advertising such services.

JTB: While | understand shal you are saying, and aggree Lo sose
degree. | Lthink it's a case of using the ads to bring in

revenues that allow the 'zines Lo survive. As you &ill soon see,
it can be a costly venture. Take Total Eclipse for example.
Thousands aof doilars have gone into purchasing Lo of Che line
computers, prograss and the develaprent of graphics to allog it
to look the way il does. That's an out of pocketl expence that
has to be paid if ane is Lo cospele. And let’s face it.

If Lhe reader is'nt pleased »ith Lthe quality that they recieve
for their soney. Lhey sill go elseshere... and rightly so.

A5 for charging for one's services, that's up to tha
individual ethics of Lthose who have the ability to provide a
service. [ do chargde for sy Torot readings and my personal coun-
siling sessions as well My readings are quite detailed and Lake
hours to complete. shen you consider the reading itself. Lthe
typing of Lhe reporti, sailing, etc. A simpie questian ewight
generate 3-5 pages of response. An annual reading could
30 pages or sore.

After 25« years of doing this. | have also found that sost
people respect the service more if It means enough to thea that
they are willing Lo pay a reasonable arount to recieve it. They
have a stake in the project, rather than just 25 cents for a
phane cail. ¥hen | first started doing readings, { charged
nothing... and was deluged zith calls and requests. 7eill | find
ayv lost ear rings?” "Does John love we?”

Hhile iL"s nice Lo be friendly and nice Lo do readings. it
becowes something of a probles shen soxeone catls at 3 AN,
demanding that you road for thos for 2 watter of life and death

such as whether they should wear the red dress or the green
ress Lo a parly on friday aighl I¥ & gerson has Lo pay foir Lhe
service, they are sare circurspect and less flighty abhout just
picking up the phone (or a reading. Now, | work ONLY by

appointzent

cont ain

Sadie: ¥hat kind cof spiritual exploration and groeth have you
undergone in your life? What Kind of religious background do
you have?

JTB: f eas born into a Baptist faeily in }llinois. but =as never
baptized into a congregation.

idon't really consider syself a “spirityal” person, rather

a huean potentialist. Being brought up in 2 mideest Baptist fam-
ily. | was exposed to Christian philosophies. and | vas expected
toc confore. but ¢ could never guite bring ayself to be shat sas
expected. | have always knoen that sagic existed, although | had
no sords to describe what | knee Lo De.

! left home 2L 19 Lo join the Air Force, and spent 20 years
in Lravelling around the world, and have been to Libya. Turkey.
Viet Na&,. Germany, Spain, Greece, Kenya, France. Portugal,
England, Thailand, Syria, Iraqg and ether countries as eell. |
have taken Lhe time to study their religious and sagical systeas
distilling their essence to becose the core of sy own personal
belief systew. | have studied Wicca, Voodoo, Christianity,
Thelewic Hagic, Egyptian Hadic, Satanisa, and ether foras as
zell, Lhat | could better understand the zotivations of those
sho do magic... and hos magic sorks. And { have found that it
¥OrKs hot because of soge sysilc ar religious doclrine, but
because of the Vill of the Magician. All cultures have sagical
beiiefs Lhat crass reiigious lines.

Seo as for a “religion™, ! find that ! ap at best agrostic.

To me. the husan Will reigns suprese. so long as one takes Lhe
tine to understand the principles of Magic, can suster Lhe force
of Will. develop and utilize elevated and extended adrenal {loe,
along with aCher factors, Hagic can be done.

While | do ef course honcr and respect nature, and have &
long and abiding respect for those sho champion the saving of
Caia for future goaerations, | see “religion™ a@ore as a dividing
factor of san. People tend to south nlatitudes of love and
understanding in Lheir religious practicices. but ehen the chips
are dozn, w2 @2 Lthe "Thes or Us™ sttitudes coae Lo the surface.
My point of view is Lthat | would rather have an honest enewy
than a half-hearted friend any day.

Sadie: You read Tarot, hoe has doing Tarot readings changed your
perceptions of Spirit and life? Has reading changed your
viegpoint of other things as seli?

JTB: ! see Tarot not as a spiritual Loo), but as a3 hands-on
catalyst te open the wind Lo possibilities and intuitive
insiphts. OnRe thing that | have found froe the coapetent readers
#»ith =how | have come into contact is that the cards are serely
a t.oo! to be used. They often can do Lhe same tLhing without thes
The cards becorse a focusing agent.

By reading Lhe cards, | think that | have becose more open
to the ineer feelings of others. Motivations. attitudes and
prejudices can be sore 2asily discerned. One Lhing that | have
definitely found is that even in Lthe sost seesingly clean-cut
situation, Lhings are seidow what they seesn.

Sadie: Yhat sort of interesting and/sr unusual thiags have
happened Lo you concerning spiritual srowth? Where do you still
#wish Lo po with further groeth?

JTB: The zost interesting part ef =y rhole journey has been in
reeting sone interesting and “different” people. I've met pecple
who are intelligent ... or gifted... or bizarre... 6r unusual.

and have learned that | can learn something froa each of thes

{ hope that they have been able Lo {ake sosething asay from
their encounter sith se as well.

As leng as | live, | hope Lhal ! never becore stagnant or
comrplacent. Life is growth | hope Lo learn and to grow and, at
Lhe end of my days, leave Lhis sorld satisfied that | have done
sy best In Lhe final analysis, is there anything more that one
could hope for?



Sadie: I first learned about your church through your publica-
tion, The Unicorn, | only had a chance to Just skia through it.
but it interested ae encugh to sant Lo geL in touch sith you and
your church... How long has your church been incorporated, and
how long have you yourself been interested in similar foras of
spirituality?

Rev. Beverk The Roean Tree was incorporated legally in 1979,

In the 970's... actually | could go back further than that...
dhen | was very younp, | #anted to be a susician, | wanted Lo be
apriest; [ wanted to be a teacher, | aanted Lo be 2 publisher,
leartied Lo be & oriter... eventually, | becane all of those

Chings. =
! vas naturally a water doeser. ! vorked vith forked willos

branches fros Lhe family tree for guite a nusber of years until
{ §as alaast in High School. My father would cut forked branches
from the fanily Lree, shich ehen ve noved re re-rooted --took a
cutting, re-rooted it and started over -- my parents still have
scae of that saae xillos grosing on their property in Wisconsin.
| noved away from Christianity by Lhe Lime | mas out of High
School. But even while in college did sork to understand and
develop psychic chenosenon, having alsays had sone level of
propensily for things outside of norasal perception.

in the 70°s, sarly 70°s, | read | book, a biopraphy of
Huxley and that about gave se a readign list; | read Lthe Bagavad
Gita, books about Taciss. the Te Ching, went through many things
and that eventually.after severa! years, led ae to the Craft,
and many teachers. And | found Cthal their perspeclive was no

dif ferent than what | had been readiag and in many eays their
perspeclives sere closer Lo se, beacause | aa a product of

western Civilization
So. I've been actively involved in Vicca since 1976, | vas

trained Lo be a teacher and Lhe coven that | sas originally
studying eith fell apart. The Priest and Priestess were narried
~~not to each other-- but they were both warried and their
rowmantic relationship coilapsed. { continued studying sith Ches
and very quickly had alot of students, people who sere
interested... Through the growth of the Unicorn, which original-
iy started out as prosotion for a maii-order herb business

for iL's first teo issues... Through conducting soee sorkshops
at Circle fars long ago. long before Selena developed the whole
thing that is going on pow... Attending sose of Lhe old mid-wast
Pan/Pagan festivals | got very connected with alot of people
and shat i sas doing gree so solidly and quickly that incorpor-
ation becsse an important thing to do.

Sadie: I's truly not faziliar sith Lhe Lradition cf Lothlerien,
what do you consider Lo be Lhis Tradition's central. core
cohcepts?

Rev. Beyer): In trying to create a Tradition. ehich zas not ay
original goal. | originally Laught the tradition | was trained
in. but | heed more space for poetry, for creativity, and
individual expressien.

We work with archetypes of four cardinal unicoras... they
are soreneutral than the four archetypa! angels used in cere-
wonial magic or even the concept of watchloeers, as Lhey allow
peopie Lo choose denders and such Lhinds as Lhey prefer.

Qav. Beverl In trying Lo create 2 Tradition, shich =as not ey
original goal. 1 originally taught the tradition { was trained
in, but | reed koire space for poetry, for crealivity, and
individual expression.

We work with archetypes of four cardinal unicarns... Lhey
are scre neutral than the four srchetypa! angels used in cere-
acnial magic or even Lhe concept of wsatchlowers. as Lhey allow
peaple Lo choose denders and such Lhings as they prefer.

Sadie: Your fore of the Craft is centered around your church and

learning fros both hisher priests and priestesses but also fros
having the church-like pagan cossunily there, as a fors of
spiritual support and preobably as a very fasilial-{vpe support
also, it seess .. ¥hat are your viess torards practitioners of
the Craft shc are’nt a sesber of 5 Pagan church and sho have
gone Lhroudh Lhe process of Leaching theeselves and possibly
even initiating theeseives? ¥hat do you feei are the differences

froe a totelly spiritual point of viee beteeen self-initiation
and being intitiated by someone else into an organized church?

Rev. Beyer) First, | should clarify, our church has nuserous
solitaries in it and people who do not practice Lothlorien.

The church itself provides resouces and support shen passible.
but not financially. But for people who sant contact with others
or sho €ant access-- we have a large library. a couple thousand,
maybe 2500 voluses which are housed in Minneapolis-- e provide
gatherings, we work sith alot of stuff like that, peopie sho

want to get together.

) believe strongly in self -initiation, but, there ere scae
differences. the primary ane being Lhat it is not as poserful as
a ritual conducted by people eho are trained Lo Lake a person
into an altered state of consciousness and channel enerdgy__.
for exaaple energy transferred into a person Lo proscte trans-
forgation. Done by 3. 4, S, 6, trained pecple, there’'s a big
difference in that level. Not only is Lhere Lhat big difference
in eapoeerment. but it is almost essential thal you have access
t.c people vhe can provide support and guidance vhen you have
Lo learn how Lo make alot of changes in your life. as a result
of those spiritual chanpes whilch take place as a result of
init.iation.

Sadie:¥hat are your persona! viess tdéwards environsent al

activisa? How have your spiritual beliefs molded or changed
vour ideas about environsentalisa?

Rev. Beyerl:The students in the Mystery School, and | teach

through Lthe Mystery School concept because it's wore stable than

a coven Is. ¥hen soseone approaches Lthe concept of a schoot
struclure, they seem to have a mere open eind about being told
that you have to learn a variety of subjects. But also it's

#ore open that people can, shen they need Lo study herbalise, or
Tarot, or Te Ching or any of Lhe disciplines shich are required

they can do locally thraugh teachers or through baoks or Lhrough

2 variely of spurces. It is also not disruptive Lo the whole
when soseone decideds that Lhey need to sove elsewhere,

Ye require vees of people thal say Lhat they cannot harse
anything. that includes the environment.

i feel that huwans are nol capable of destroying the earth
#any nagans have the vies Lhat it is terrible that we could
destroy the earth. i feel that at the very worst. e couid
destray the abkility of Lhe people Lo live on Lhe sarth. ze might
lead Lo Lhe destruction of the husan species. If Lhings cot
reaily bad, humans zouid no iongder live an the earth, in a sence
=2 eould be spiritually sent te our rocee, chich zeans having
a coupnie million years before se could cose back. in shatever
fore that would be. The earth sent throush far aore cataclysm,
and tumail on iL's surface that se could ever reek upon her.

So if we had nuclear holocaust it ®ouid not fragaent the earih
into little bits of rock, it sould just make surface life uinha-

bit able and eventually Lhe roaches would survive, bactaria woulg
survive and it eould lead to the recreatien of life ail over.

Everything in ey life is =agic, shether Lhere is seather,
or fires. shether we have sar or peace. love or rape. Lhat is
all part of the shole and in aany wWays it has alvays been. I's
not saving Lhat | prefer one over the other, but } look at
eveolution of knowleddge as a process in shich e as individuals
tend to pake alot of sistakes.. It's aleays been that say and

orobably aleays will be Rl M
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A people eithcut an agreed-upon cozeon basis Lo Lhier actions
is neither a community nor a nation. A peopie with a coason
ethic is a nation wherever they Nve. Thus, Lhe place of
habitation is secondary to a shared belief in Lthe establishsent

of a harmonious world comsunity.
---- Bill Mclliscn

Oh, hoe terribly dependent ze all are on this present and
confused society that we live in. | have been thinking this
thought every day for wseks, as l watch the evening aews, filled
mith violence, crire, natural "disaster”™, political war, and
other typicalities of the decay, thinking it and considering hos
deep it perseates everything.

And in soee ways, that fact is what saves so sany people
allows thes Lo live "regular” lives. | Lhink, because life is a
wuch sore harroweing, corplex (and beautiful) experience shen ge
choose another path, even if just having to deal in @ more
difficuit way with the sany different rales se adopt to play

with.
And. even ther. shen ee've fully accepted the fact that se

are going Lo grow and change whether or not we understand te
which path our way of life will floe, it's hard Lo saintain the
endurance Lo create vhat life se vant.

¥hat kind of role eill you chogse during your personal ang
our eventual planetary transforsation? ¥here are you going from
here?

These are the questions of eroeth and very unfortunatly,
sost of the Lime, especially if you are young, these roles wiil
be forced onto you, and also accepted by yvou as being real,

which is more unfortunate.
Yo will you be able Lo influence change if you are

nanifesting from a place of weakness? If you are allowing ethers
to choose the person that you should be, then your level of
energy will eventually seaken.

That's ehy Lhe problees of society can sees so real and
unchangeable, because they are caught up in a vicious ecircle of
ocutright brainsashing to create dependence, dependence to create
fear, fear Lo create supremacy, supresacy to create governeent,
dgovernuent Lo create politics, politics Lo create brainsashing,
and on and on.

Governeent is based on cself -interest, beliefs, izpractical
theories. and poser centers that control by seans of fear and
polarity. Our preseni social reality can be said to be created
out of and to be creating the same things. Did society create
goveraent or is it really vice versa at Lhis point?

Soee probless son't adversally effecl your perception of
reality as much if' you re-consider sociely’s role in creating
Lher ( instead of viewing Lhea as just bad ness. confront Lhe
real probles) and also how easily these ideals can be changed
with just simple, individual choice of lifestyle.

Over-restrictive bureacracy creates the inability of peopte
Lo grow Lheir own food in integrated fares. Lo compost. Lo get
one’s water fros raof- collection, Lo build their oen howe with
natural and local saterials in many areas. Fven thoudh thesze
are obvigusly sustainable, correct practices they are liited
by zoning laes and codes all aver

Econowxic groeth in our society involves exploiting nature’s
precious resouces at an unlinited rate and is accospanied by the
exploit ation of our other resource. people.

This is the way it is set up, Lthat is ¢hy ehen sonecne’s
house and fars is flooded or destroyed by fire or rocked by an
earthauake. people becawe rattied, Lhey realize hos polarized
our oen lives have becose from the Earth’s needs and hos out of

touch se are eith her

¥e always Knor shat cur pathis, ee just sometises don't
find it. or are'nt allowing ourselves Lo. This itself is a sad
situation that can only be solved by trusting our inner self,
and creating reality that opens doors for ourselves and for
others.. Lowards a aore sustainable culture and more enjaysent

af life.
The folloeing £as reprinted from the 1993 Rainboe Guide

(Box 3213, Hadison, Wl 33704) it is a sreat lis\L of transforsa-
tional roles that se can relates to ourselves as se continue to
net sork and grow. Remerber, your being here is wonderful, life
is a gift Lo be enjayed.

To understand yourself and others, and shat you are doing
together se have included tLhe following. The roles and
int eraclions ®ith one another in the cosing years as se
nosilively shape Lthe process of transforeing our present society
into a sane, husmane, ecalagical osne are:
f.people shose aix and skill is to speed the breakdosn of the
oid systen by helping Lo sake i{ inoperable and destroying it’s
credibiity: theirs is a dewciition rale.
2. people eho oppose proposals for change which would lead
society in a hyper-expansionist or authoritarian direction.
These include opponents of nuclear energy. Theirs is a

opnsitien role. - ‘
3 pecple ehe are Lrying Lo ieprove the old syster by introducing

changes which sill make it better and stronger: Lheir ain is Lo
avert the breakdoen of the old but they say only ease the
transformation tosard the nee. Theirs is a reforeing role.
4.people sho are creating and devalaping the ¢greeth pgints for 3

nes society. Theirs is a construction rale
S.people who aie Lo liberate thesselves and other people fros

their present dependence on Lhe existing systes. Theirs is a
liberating role.

6. people who are sorking to ensure that the old systes breaks
down as painlessly as possible for everyocne sho is dependent on
it. They are managing the collapse. Theirs is a decolonizing
role.

7. people eho as liberators or decolenizers are helping other
people Lake sore control over tLheir oen lives. Theirs is an
anabling role.

8.people who are changing their personal say of life and
helping other people to change their ocsn so that their lives
will be sore consist.ant sith their image of a sane, husane,

ecological future Theirs is a lifestvle role
Q. neople vho are exploring and coxsunicating nee concepts of

power, sealth. work. growthlearping. healing and so on
appropriate to a sane husane ecological society:they are para-
digs shifters, the idealogical revolutionaries. Theirs is a

aet aphysical reconstruction role.
t0.and finally, people sho recognize Lhat all of Lhese different

sorts of people will contribute positively Lo Lhe transforsation
of sociely, and #ho are working Lo make sure that the transfore-
ation, though polycentric is widely understood eidely shared
process of conscious evoelutionary change. Theirs is the
strategic role.
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BEYOND THE KNOWN LIMITS

Sadie:
The only bad thing about the idea of sacramentally-based
You've written at least one article that |'ve seen on bene- spirituality is that the public opinion of sucb heliefs is very
ficial use of sacramental herbs (suamer 'Q3, All Ways Free). . bad.. we have right now a society Lhat is so fascist in it's
obviously the first question | vant to ask is which etheogens ability Lo have control over its citizens choices and even ideas
do you consider to be sacrasental? And what is Lhe difference that the mainstrean population is extresely leery of "drug use”
between beneficial and non-beneficial use of such sacrament? hoe do vou respond ehen people are extresely negative and
say “Oh, that'll never happen... you can't practice that~?

Sadie:

TimaThy:
All entheogens are sacrasental, both those known and those TimaThy:
yet to he discovered, as well as those knosn to the ancients and 1 tell people like that thal it already has happened, it is
now forgotten vhich may never be rediscovered. How something is now happening and it always will be happening. Fear of insanity
used nakes a huge difference. These are tools for learning, i1s behind most of that. But instead of taking Lhe positive atti-
through direct experience. All ancient cultures that used thes tude of exploring all the unknown and possibly uniizited reales
had learning rituais, and puidance by those who had a jot of af sanilty, a pessisistic attitude has prevailed. that se petter
personal experience. Help was available fros knowiedgeable peo- not find out what lies bevond the known limits, because what ee
ple sho could be trusted. That was beneficial use find out may cause us Lo have Lo make a radical change in our
The non-beneficial use is to use thes for fun. What can belief systews. shich could be Loo such for us. Truth is seen as
happen if used excessively. is the depletion of energies that a danderous enewy Lhat we must guard against.
take a long Lime Lo replace As a result, you don't have as gaod This terporary prohibition period following it's rediscovery
an experience and i\ gets sorse and worse, as you are less able is a lot like insanity, shich is the refusal to accept what is
Lo extract the positive realizations Lhat normally cose your vay real and choosing to go into denial instead. and it should be
and will instead be inundated by waterial Lhat yau cannot digest expected. It Lakes a certain amount of time to recover fros a
. it goes right through you, and is vasted. because you did'nt traumatic shock, before everything can be integrated As s3niLy
pel anything out of it. That is not beneficial. returns freedaws will be expanded.

(OMTINKED NEXT Pack
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Sadie:

| really helieve that as husans e have an innate need to
change our consciousness and since as husans we are also intrin-
sically spiritually-oriented beings | consider sacrament to be a
perfect cosbination of two very positive inner drives..
however, relidions, probably rostly early and fundawental
Christianily pretty much chastized it are these beliefs a
najor cause of sacrament prohibition in the U.5.7
TimoThy:

The shole thing is seen as a threat to their very survival.
They use their beliefs Lo bypass The Journey, and to {ind ehat
can only be called. presature contenteent sith a false rationale
that defends them from having to earn the real thing. You don’t
have to think anything through for yourself, if you just select
religion A you're covered, in case it turns out Lo be true. That
is the end of your personal grosth. Then they Lry ta impose
their beliefs onto others to reinforce "the end of personal
growth” for everybody else too, because how would it be if you
were alloved to continue an your guest sith Lhe finest tools

knoen Lo san, while they are left behind. Your knoviedge
increases your power wmhich is a threat to them because the
person with more knowledge aleays has an advantage, and that
puts them at a disadvantage. New knoeledge is alsa a threat to
their belief system.

| believe the early Christians also probably used sacrakents as
a part of the early rituals. | helieve that if we could now ¢o
back in Lime and see first hand shal sent on, Lthe early Christ-
ians would nL be recognized as Christians at aill, but would be
called Pagans by church peeple today, because it has been re-
packaged to serve an entirely different purpoese. It is nos used
Lo provide stabilily to society. It has becose a means of
controlling Lthe peonle by controlling Lheir beliefs.

The religious leaders in power wvant Lo control our ainds as
they did in The Dark Ages. and keep us in the dark. Nes Lrulhs
are seen as a threat to that contrel So they teach those sho
they do centrol to fear insanity. 40 fear anything outside of
their belief systen, Lo fear the unknown, and Lo cling toa fix-
ed helief that is unable to grow and expand.

Sadie:

Another idea of interest to you is intentional cossunities...
can you tell me how intentional coesunities relate to shat ee’ve
been talking about? How could spiritual/sacramental use of herbs
be integrated into an intentional cosmunity?
TimoThy:

We can’t change the mainstreaw which flows very slowly. They
are’'nt ready for any of this. But se are. Sowe of us have surve
ived the conditioning process intact, and se are still open-mind
-&d and ready to go. What we can do is all cose together and
fors a New Country. our o&n country in which ee can set. up a nes
way of iife thai is unlinited in potentiai. Freedom of ingesiion
iz an obvious right that is self-evident and gil! ultizately ke
regognized around CLhe world, but we don't have Lo mait for that.
It is the oldest law. All animals practice it. ¥e are free now.

Prohibition only denerates paranocia. ¥e need Lo create safe
spaces shere ve can explore nee ways of experiencing things,
openly, and shere we can share new spaces Logether.

Sadie:

What various elesents would your "ideal” inLentional cossun-

ity incorporate?

-

TisoThy:

Sharing The Land, growing our own food. building our own
homes tadether, creating cur oan jobs, creating our o¥n schools,
creating our oen government by consensus, having Co-Housing,
protecting Lhe environwment, using alternative energy, living
close Lo the Earth in alignaent with the ancients. and intedrat-
ing peopie from all walks of life in the support of Global Unity

Sadie:

Hoe do you believe we can better balance intentional comaun-
ities sa Lthat there sould'nt be only one "type” of person living
there? | mean, usually. people consider intentional comrunities
to be sade up of all Buddhists or all Krishnas or all Christians
TimoThy:

¥e eill incorporate all religious per‘suasions together,
seging our differences as positive sources of enerdy and nes
growth. Out of this «ill cose a new unity that is Universal
which the world needs now. We will be planting the seeds of a
Unified Earth, and eill be able to support that process gut of
what we learn.

Sadie:
How far have you personally done with the intentional
coesunity concept?

TimoThy:

| became involved with intentional cosaunity in the early
‘70s and as now putting what | knou into practice. We are coeing
together to fore a coamunity Lhis susmer. We will be Gathering
on The Land for Lhree days {0 celebrate the Susmer Solstice. and
to come together as One People. and to hold a council of AN
Beings, and Lo share in Lhe consensus process, and The All Out
Love Experience. The Cathering is free and anybody can get
involved by sending $3.00 if you can afford it and $2.00 if you
can’t and a letter about yourself and shy you wauld be interest-
ed.. to: TimaThy, POB B40, Glen Ellen, CA 05442

TIMOTWY'S  KANIKGU JOURMAL 1S
AVALLABLE FROM THe ABOVE
ADDRESS, Please enapse 4 OR 2
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