
Valdosta State University Archives and Special Collections 
Digital Commons @Vtext 

New Age Movements, Occultism, and Spiritualism Research 
Library: Rowan Tree Church Periodicals Collection 
MS/150/5 
 
1993 

Grow to Love 
Volume 1, Issue 1 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For this and additional works see: https://vtext.valdosta.edu/xmlui/handle/10428/2170 

UUID: 050799C6-A7F3-419D-445A-353FC8B87434 

Recommended Citation: 
Grow to Love. 1 ([1993]). Rowan Tree Church Periodicals Collection, New Age Movements, Occultism, 

and Spiritualism Research Library. Archives and Special Collections. Valdosta State University. 
Valdosta, GA. https://hdl.handle.net/10428/4310.  

This digital asset has been authorized by Sadie Gohl for Valdosta State University, Archives & 
Special Collections to be part of their Rowan Tree Church Periodicals Collection of the New 
Age Movements, Occultism, and Spiritualism Research Library. 

If you have any comments or concerns, contact archives@valdosta.edu  

https://vtext.valdosta.edu/xmlui/handle/10428/2170
https://hdl.handle.net/10428/4310
mailto:archives@valdosta.edu




We offer this publication, Grow to Love, as a gift to those 
seekers of Spirit Growth, and this gift is meant to be shared 
with all. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO COPY....
Grow to Love will always be non-commercial, the only ads being 
UNPAID ones for organizations, services, publications and 
products we feel are of interest to our readers.

Please write: 
Grow to Love 

c/o Sadie Cohl 
P.0. Box 1545

A ll  the lonely people
by J .  Ta y lo r Block

"Ah, look a t all th e  lonely people..."
E l e a n o r  R i g b y  - - -  T h e  B e a tle s

The wo rld is a c r o wded place. With billions o f souls 
inhabiting e v e ry  nook and cranny. T h e re  a re  n e a rly  250 million 
people in America alone. Isn’t  i t  s u rp ris in g  th a t  in th is ever-growing 

 mass o f  humanity th e re  a re  so many lonely people?
While raised to  believe th a t  we will find th a t  "c e rta in  

someone" to  love and sh a re  th e  r e s t  o f our lives, we a re  never 
told  th a t  as fulfilling as this might be on one level, th e re  a re  
o th e r levels within our multidemensionality as people th a t  will 
also need to  be fulfilled. Our mates might sa tisfy  us sexually , 
b u t th e y  might be d e fic ie n t in o th e r a re a s  th a t  need to  be 
sa tisfie d  as well. We might need inte lle ctual stimulation, o r a 
ph ysically  challenging relationship  th a t  tra nscend s th e  normally 
a c c e p te d  boundaries o f m arriage and companionship.

Q uite  o fte n  these needs a re  fille d  by friends and associates 
we spend our tine with in addition to  th e  time t h a t  me spend 
with our mates. These people become a p a r t  o f th e  fa b ric  o f our 
lives, and enrich  us th ro u g h  th e ir  p a rtic ip a tio n  in o ur lives.
B ut th e re  a re  times when even this is not enough and. while 
in te lle ctu a lly  we know th a t  th e  " p e rf e c t"  mate p ro b a b ly  doesn't 
exist, me pine for th e  individual mho mill be all th in gs ro lle d  
into one. He o r she would be o ur lo ve r and friend, our mentor 

and s tu d e n t, c u r helpmate and child. They w ould m irro r the 
m ultiplicity o f our own p e rs o n a lity  and compliment our ex iste n ce  
with  th e ir  own.

If  yo u 've  e v e r fe lt th a t  wa y , ta k e  h e a rt . You a re  not alone. 
Even th e  most successful and g re g a rio u s o f people a re  lonely at 
times. T h e re  a re  times when me all lie in th e  darkness and 
wonder why we feel isolated and alone, d e s p ite  good families and 
close friends. We all g e t th e  feeling th a t  somehow, th e re  must 
be so re  to  life and relationships than th e  d a y -t o -d a y  sameness 
of it  all.

"O k a y ,"  you say."What ' s th e  answer? Where do we go from 

h e re ? "
I’ ll be honest with you. I don’t  know If  I did. I 'd be th e  

w ealthiest man on e a rth . T ru th  be known. I'm J u s t  as lonely as 
th e  n e x t guy. I may cope with i t  b e t t e r  or hide my loneliness 
with a lit t le  mo re  success, b u t th e re  a re  times when I am lonely 
even in a cro w d . I think th e  d iffe re n c e  is th a t  I've  found th a t  
i t 's  all r ig h t  to  be lonely. In fact, I think th a t  i t  sight ever, 
be ne ce ssa ry  fo r people to  be lonely from time to  time.

People need to  se a rch  for  th a t  elusive something t h a t  is 
missing from t h e ir  lives. I t 's  a que st fo r knowledge and 
unde rstand in g th a t  I believe Is Inborn and p a r t  o f  th e  grandeur 
o f th e  human s p ir it .  O ur se a rch  fo r th e  " p e rf e c t"  mate, th e  
" p e rfe c t"  jo b ,  th e  " p e rf e c t"  house, and all th e  o th e r quests on 
which me find o u rse lve s  a r e , in a c tu a lity , holy quests for " th e  
grail." We a re  searchin g  for th e  "godliness" of our existen ce, 
not in a religious sense, b u t in an e f f o r t  to  define our iives 
in term s of s e lf -re a liza tio n .

We meet o th e rs  in th e  execution o f our que st th a t  b o ls te r 
our re s o lve  and g ive  us the strength to go on, y e t  in th e  final 
analysis, life is a q u e st th a t  is ultim ately tra ve lle d  alone. We 
a re  born alone and we die alone, and in between these ultimate 
m ysteries is a sharing  o f consciousness th a t leads us inexorably 
to  th e  goal o f s e if  -re a liza tio n .

I am o f th e  b e lie f th a t  each o f us "fin ds o u rse lve s" a t  
sometime during o ur lives, unless me a re  taken by same qu irk  of 
fate or c ircum stan ce before  me re a ch  th a t  realization. The dis­
c o v e ry  may not always be to  o ur liking, but me a re  what me a re , 
despite  chat me ultim ately wish to  be. We all wish to  be 
" p e rf e c t"  o r "p e rfe c te d "  in some may, and th e re fo re , long for a 
person t h a t  will be our " p e r f e c t "  compliment. What me a re  
a ctu a lly  seeking is our ultim ate se if in th e  n a rc is s is tic  guise
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of ano ther. While in th e o ry  i t  would p ro b a b ly  be wonderful to  
find someone who is like o f mind and s p ir it , equal to  our 
e x pectations in e v e ry  way. In a ctu a lity , i t  would p ro b a b ly  be 
th e  ultim ate in boredom.

We a re  multidimensional in our own r ig h t, re q u irin g  
stimulation on several im portant levels in o rd e r to  grow . It  is 
not logical to  e x p e c t th a t  any one individual could possibly be 
all th ings to  us, any mo re  than we could e v e r e x p e ct t o  be all 
things to  all people. N a tu re  has c o n s tru c te d  a world in which we 
need to  so c ia lly  in te ra c t with a side v a r ie ty  o f people, to  mix 
and meld, becoming an e v e r changing species. I t  is n e c e s s a ry  for 
o ur su rviva l.

Human beings need to  be stim ulated. We re q u ire  mental 
stimulation to  grow as thinking individuals, emotional stimu­
lation to  grow as n u rtu rin g  individuals, e ro tic  stimulation to  
grow as sexual individuals, and a e sth e tic  stimulation to  grow 
as c re a tiv e  individuals, in th is  list o f needs is shown th e  
reason th a t  ee a re  seldom, i f  e ve r, to t a l ly  sa tisfie d  b y th a t  
"special someone."

My p ersonal method o f coping with th e  loneliness o f life is 
to  live each d a y  as i f  th e re  a re  no tom orrows. This is not to  
sa y  th a t  I’ll squander my  re s o u rc e s , living a h a nd-to -m outh  
existen ce, b u t  I t r y  not to  become obsessed with ay p ersonal 
needs as th e y  re la te  to  interactio ns with o th e rs , instead o f 
thinking o f how a n o th e r p e rs o n ’s life might augment ay own, I 
t r y  to  think o f how o ur mutual association Bight e n ric h  our 
lives, i ask nothing, and t r y  to  a c c e p t g e n u in e  friendships 
graciously, re t u r n in g  mine as genuinely as I am able.

Looking into th e  lives o f  o th e rs , I t r y  to  find th in gs 
about them t h a t  a re  similar to  t ra its  l possess, b u t I also seek 
o u t those who lead " in te re s tin g  but d iffe re n t"  lifestyles. 
E c c e n tr ic ity , to  my  may o f thinking, is a v ir tu e . M ostly, I like 
to  associate with people t h a t  like them selves. i t  d o e sn 't m a tte r 
to  them w hether th e  w o rld  a ppro ves o f them o r th e ir  life sty le . 
They only ask to  be le f t  alone to  e n jo y  life on th e ir  own term s.

If  you spend y o u r e n tire  e xisten ce mire d  down in woeful 
d e s p a ir, s ittin g  on th e  sidelines o f life, you’ve only y o u rs e lf  
to  blame for being lonely. B ut if  you open y o u rs e lf  up to  new 
people, new o p p o rtu n itie s  and new ideas, th e  loneliness fa c to r  
becomes less and less in yo u r life, in te re s tin g  people a t t r a c t  
in te re s tin g  people. I t 's  h a rd  to  be lonely when you a re  with 
in te re s tin g  people.

H ere 's  a l it t le  e x e rc is e . When you a re  alone in th e  house, 
stan d in f ro n t  o f a m irro r and Beet y o u rs e lf  for th e  f i r s t  time. 
Take a look a t  y o u rs e lf  as o th e rs  see you. Improve what you see 
if  you a re  not pleased. S tra ig h te n  yo u r p o s tu re , smile and keep 
good eye c o n ta c t. Now sell y o u rs e lf  to  th e  image in th e  m irro r. 
I t ’s okay. You're alone. Nobody will th in k you've gone bonkers.

Tell th e  image something abo ut yo u rs e lf:  who you a re , wh a t 
you do. th ings th a t  you a re  pro ud to  have accomplished. Be pro ud 
o f y o u rs e lf . Remember th a t  you a re  th e  sum and to ta l o f  all th a t  
you have been and what you hope to  be. You’r e  a unique 
individual and one th a t  people mould like to  g e t to  know.

Okay, e x e rc is e  com pleted. Th a t wasn't so bad now  was it?
If  you can sta n d  up to  yo u r own wo rs t  c r i t ic  and la t it  on th e  
line, you d o n 't have much to  fe a r from people who a re  in te re s te d  
in meeting you. You might ju s t  find th a t  th e y  have th e  same 
fe a rs  and w o rrie s  as you and th a t  th e y  a re  j u s t  as lonely. 
looking for someone like you to  fill a gap in th e ir  lives. Maybe 
you can sh a re  yo u r unique ta le n ts  and in te re s ts  as friends.

When you g e t r ig h t  down to  it , th a t 's  p r e t t y  special.

COOPED CASTLE TO THAW

snow fa lls on snow daily  this A p r il... 

it i s stalled Spring causing Rapunzel to be 

a creature-uneasy.. .she flails  

her symptoms moonward like a mime — 

too many letters-written months 

too much TV beer Milwaukee brewed 

and excesses of brazen brown things built 

some sort of sanctum sanctorum breakout 

i s long overdue

though few eyes have seen the glory 

of the coming curtainings behind 

this re-writhing tension in her loam



J.Taylor Block
Sadie: You’ve been publishing y o u r  magazine, Total Eclipse, for 
th e  c a s t  eight years...•hat were y o u r  o b je c t iv e s  when you f i r s t  
began writing and publishing? What t y p e  o f  growth has yo u r  pub­
lication undergone o v e r  th e  p a s t  e ight  ye a rs ,  and hoe do you 
hope to  f u r t h u r  expand on chat you 've  a lre a d y  been doing?

JTB : Total Eclipse began as a "house o rg a n "  for th e  Eclipsian 
O r d e r ,  and l a s  g eared for th e  e n terta inm ent and enlightenment of 
a se le cted  feew. One thing led to a n o th e r  and people began to  
lend t h e ir  copies to  o th e rs ,  mho manted to  re c ie v e  t h e ir  omn 
copies. A f t e r  a mhile, i t  mas like Topsy.. .it  j u s t  s o r t  o f  CREW.

No* Total Eclipse has a substantial  audience across th e  
United S t a t e s  and in several foreign lands... me even have r e a d - ,  
e r s  in th e  former Soviet Union and one in Djibouti...  B ut  we’ve 
managed to  keep our focus. Total Eclipse *as almays meant for 
those mho e n jo y  th e  absudities o f  life. People *ho a re  pro ud to  
be "d if fe re n t .

irhile Total Eclipse is expanding and c o n s ta n tly  gett in g  
b e t t e r .  I think t h a t  I mould like to  keep i t  re l a t iv e l y  small in 
size, » i t h  a select audience t h a t  e n jo y s  what me a re  t r y i n g  to  
do. Most new sletters  seldom o p erate  in th e  re d .  so p r o f i t  is ’nt 
r e a i ly  a big motivator,  as long as what we do is fun.

SadierHo* do you feel about th e  comaecialization o f  Paganism? 
noted t h a t  in almost EVERY re a lly  la r g e  scale Pagan or  Wiccan 
’zine one is a p t  to  find advertisem e nts for various psychic and 
"voodoo" (w h a te v e r  th a t  may mean) s e r v ic e s  for sale... ! re a l ly  
have th e  attidude t h a t ,  while people should be e x pected t o  make 
t h e i r  omn informed choices abo ut such things, i t  re a l ly  is kind 
of se e d y  to  use something like psychic powers to  sake money and 
i t  seems like c e r t a in  publications mho a r e  supposed to  be 
" a l t e r n a t i v e 'a r e ,  in fact, p e r p e tu a t in g  myths t h a t  s u rro u n d  
Paganism by a d v e r t is in g  such s e r v ic e s .

JT B :  While I u n d e rs ta n d  what you a r e  saying, and a g g r e e  t o  some 
d e g re e .  I think i t ’s a case o f  using th e  ads to  bring  in 
re ven ues t h a t  allow th e  ’ zines to s u rv iv e .  As you will soon see, 
it  can be a c o s t ly  v e n tu r e .  Take Total Eclipse for example. 
Thousands o f  dollars have gone into purchasing to  o f  th e  line 
computers, programs and the development o f  graphics t o  alloe i t  
to  look th e  may i t  does. T h a t ’ s an out of pocket expence t h a t  
has t o  be paid if  one is to  compete. And l e t ’s face it.
If th e  r e a d e r  is’nt pleased with t h e  du a lity  t h a t  t h e y  re c ie v e  
for t h e i r  money, t h e y  will go elsewhere...  and r ig h t ly  so.

As for charg ing  for one’s s e r v ic e s ,  t h a t ’s up to  the 
individual ethics of those who have th e  abil ity  to  p ro v id e  a 
s e r v ic e ,  i do c h a rg e  for my Ta ro t  readings and my personal coun- 
siling sessions as sell. My readings a r e  quite  detailed and t a k e  
hours to  complete, when you consider th e  reading i ts e lf ,  th e  
t y p in g  o f  th e  r e p o r t ,  mailing, e tc .  A simple question might 
ge n e ra te  3 - 5  pages o f  response. An annual reading c o u ld  contain 
30 pages or  co re .

A f t e r  25* y e a rs  o f  doing this. I have also found t h a t  most 
people r e s p e c t  th e  s e r v ic e  more if  I t  means enough to  them t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  willing t o  p a y  a reasonable amount to  re c ie v e  i t .  They  
have a stake in th e  p r o j e c t ,  r a t h e r  th a n  j u s t  25 cents  fo r  a 
phone call. When I f i r s t  s t a r t e d  doing readings, i c h a rg e d  
nothing... and was deluged with calls  and re q u e sts ,  "wit! I find 
my lost e a r  r in g s ? ” "Does John love me?"

While i t ’s nice t o  be fr iendly  and nice to  do readings, i t  
becomes something o f  a problem when someone calls a t  3 AM. 
demanding t h a t  you ro o d  fo r thorn fo r o o o t t o r  o f  iifo ond death 

such as whether t h e y  should wear th e  r e d  dress o r  th e  g re e n
__ f _  _ : a U  i r -  _ _  --------------L .  .  i  »  .  . . .  f .  _  • ». „

u r £ S 5  t u  <x p d i  v y  u u  ri  lu o .y  m y i i t .  it i» u i i  i u  p a y  t u r  \atie

s e r v ic e ,  t h e y  a r e  more circum spe ct and less f l ig h ty  a bo ut j u s t  
picking up th e  phone for a reading. Now, i work ONLY by 
appointment

Sadie: What kind o f  sp ir i tu a l  exploration and grow th  have you 
undergone in y o u r  life? What kind of religious b a c k g ro u n d  do
you have?

J T B :  1 eas born into a B a p tis t  family in Illinois, b u t  sas n e ve r 
baptized into a con gregation.

1 don’ t  re a l ly  consider myself a " s p i r i t u a l”  person, r a t h e r  
a human p o te n tia l ist .  Being b ro u gh t  up in a midwest B a p tis t  fam­
ily. I was exposed to  C h ristian  philosophies, and i was e x p e c te d  
to  conform, b u t  ! could n e v e r  quite  b r in g  myself to  be what eas 
expected. I have always known t h a t  magic existed , although I had 
no words to  d e s c rib e  what I knew to  be.

! l e f t  home a t  19 to  jo in  th e  Air Force, and spent 20 y e a r s  
in tra vell ing  around th e  world, and have been to  Libya. Turkey. 
Viet Na*. Germany, Spain, G re e c e ,  Kenya, France, Portugal, 
England, Thailand, S y r ia ,  Iraq and o t h e r  co u n tr ie s  as we!!. ! 
have ta k e n  th e  time t o  s tu d y  t h e ir  religious and magical systems 
disti ll ing t h e i r  essence t o  become th e  c o r e  o f  my own personal 
bel ief  system. I have studied Wicca, Voodoo, C h r is t ia n ity ,
Thelemic Magic, E gy p tia n  Magic, Satanism, and o t h e r  forms as 
sell, t h a t  I could b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d  t h e  motivations o f  those 
who do magic... and how magic works. And I have found t h a t  i t  
works not because o f  some systic or religious doctrine, but 
because o f  t h e  Will o f  th e  Magician. AH c u l t u r e s  have magical 
beliefs t h a t  c r o s s  religious lines.

So as for a " re lig io n ” . 1 find t h a t  ! as a t  b e s t  agnostic.
To me. th e  human Will re igns supreme, so long as one ta k e s  th e  
time to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  principles o f  Magic, can muster th e  force  
of Will, develop and utilize elevated and e x te n d e d  adrenal flow, 
along with o t h e r  fa c to rs .  Magic can be rione.

While ! do o f  co u rse  honor and r e s p e c t  n a tu r e ,  and have a 
long and abiding r e s p e c t  fo r  those  who champion th e  saving of 
Gaia fo r  f u t u r e  ^enerotioos^  i see "re l ig io n ” more as a dividing 
f a c to r  o f  man. People te n d  to  mouth p la t i tu d e s  o f  love and 
unde rstand in g in t h e ir  religious p ra c iic ic e s ,  b u t  when the chips 
a r e  damn, me see th e  "Thee or  Us”  a t t i t u d e s  come t o  th e  surface. 
My point of view is t h a t  i would r a t h e r  have an honest enemy 
than a h a lf -h e a r t e d  friend any day.
Sadie: You re a d  Ta ro t ,  ho* has doing T a r o t  readings changed your 
p e r c e p tio n s  o f  S p i r i t  and life? Has rea din g changed your 
viewpoint o f  o t h e r  things as well?

JT B :  1 see T a r o t  not as a s p ir i tu a l  tool, b u t  as a hands-on 
c a t a l y s t  to  open th e  mind t o  possibilities and in tu it ive  
insights. One thing t h a t  I have found fro# th e  competent r e a d e r s  
with whom 1 have come into c o n ta c t  is t h a t  th e  c a r d s  a r e  merely 
a tool to  be used. They o f t e n  can do th e  same thing without them 
The c a r d s  become a focusing agent.

By reading th e  c a r d s ,  I think t h a t  1 have become more open 
to  t h e  ineer feelings o f  o th e rs .  Motivations, a t t i t u d e s  and 
p r e ju d ic e s  can be #ore easily  d iscerned. One thing t h a t  I have 
d e f in ite ly  found is t h a t  even in th e  most seemingly c le a n -c u t  
situation, th ings a r e  seldom mhat t h e y  seem

Sadie: What s o r t  o f  in t e r e s t in g  a n d /o r  unusual th ings have 
happened to  you c o n ce rn in g  sp ir i tu a l  grow th? Where do you still  
wish to  go with f u r t h e r  grow th?

JT B :  The most in t e r e s t in g  p a r t  o f  my whole J o u r n e y  has been in 
meeting sowe in te re s t in g  and " d i f f e r e n t ” people. I’ve met people 
who a r e  intell igent...  or g if te d .. .  or  b iza rre .. .  o r  unusual, 
and have learned t h a t  I can learn something from each o f  the# 
i hope t h a t  t h e y  have been abie to  ta k e  something away from 
t h e i r  e n c o u n te r  with me as well.

As long as ! live, i hope t h a t  1 n e v e r  become s ta g n a n t  or  
complacent. Life is growth. I hope t o  le a rn  and to  grow and. a t  
th e  end o f  my days, leave this world satisf ied  t h a t  1 have done 
my b e s t.  In th e  final analysis, is t h e r e  an yth in g  more t h a t  one 
could hope for ?



J.Taylor Block
Sadie : You’ ve been publishing y o u r  magazine, Total Eclipse. for 
th e  p a s t  eight years...what mere y o u r  o b je c t iv e s  when you f i r s t  
began writing and publishing? What t y p e  o f  growth has yo u r  pub­
lication undergone o v e r  th e  past eight years,  and how do you 
hope to  f u r t h e r  expand on s h a t you’ve a lre a d y  been doing?

JT B :  Total Eclipse began as a "house organ " for th e  Eclipsian 
O r d e r ,  and was geared for th e  entertainm ent and enlightenment of 
a se le cted  few . One thing led to  a n o th e r  and people began to  
lend t h e ir  copies to  o th e rs ,  who wanted to  re c e ive  t h e i r  own 
copies. A f t e r  a while, i t  was like Topsy.. .it  j u s t  s o r t  o f  CREW.

Now Total Eclipse has a substantial audience across th e  
United S t a t e s  and in several foreign lands... we even have r e a d - ,  
e r s  in the form er Soviet Union and one in Djibouti. .. But we've 
managed to  keep our focus. Total Eclipse was always meant for 
those «ho e n jo y  th e  absurdities of life. People oho a re  pro ud to  
be "d iffe re n t .

While Total Eclipse is expanding and co n s ta n tly  getting  
b e t t e r .  I think t h a t  I could tike to  keep i t  r e la t iv e ly  small in 
size, with a select audience t h a t  e n jo y s  chat we a re  t r y i n g  to  
do. Most newsletters seldom operate in the re d . so p r o f i t  is’nt 
r e a l ly  a big motivator. as long as c h a t  we do is fun.

Sadie: How do you feel about th e  commercialization o f  Paganise? 
noted t h a t  in almost EVERY re a lly  la r g e  scale Pagan or  Wiccan 
’zine one is a p t  to  find advertisements for various psychic and 
"voodoo" (w h a te ve r  t h a t  may mean) s e r v ic e s  for sale... I re a l ly  
have the a tt i tu d e  th a t ,  while people should be e x pected to  t ake 
t h e i r  own informed choices abo ut such things, i t  re a l ly  is kind 
o f  seed y to  use something like psychic powers to  cake coney and 
i t  seems like c e r t a in  publications who a r e  supposed to  be 
" a l t e r n a t i v e " a r e ,  in fact, p e r p e tu a t in g  myths t h a t  su rro u n d  
Paganise by a d v e r t is in g  such s e rv ic e s .

JT B :  While I u n d e rsta n d  what you a r e  saying, and a g r e e  to  some 
d e g re e .  I think i t ’s a case of using th e  ads to  bring  in 
reven ues t h a t  allow the 'zines to  su rviv e . As you will soon see, 
it  can be a c o s t ly  v e n tu r e .  Take Total Eclipse for example. 
Thousands of dollars have gone into purchasing to  o f  th e  line 
computers, programs and the development o f  graphics t o  alloc it  
to  look the ca y  i t  does. T h a t 's  an out of pocket expence t h a t  
has t o  be paid if  one is to  compete. And le t 's  face it.
If  th e  r e a d e r  is’nt pleased with th e  q u ality  t h a t  t h e y  re c e iv e  
for t h e ir  money, th e y  will go elsewhere.. . and r ig h t ly  so.

As for charging for one’s s e r v ic e s ,  t h a t 's  up to  the 
individual ethics o f  those who have th e  abil ity  to  p ro v id e  a 
s e r v ic e ,  I do c h a rg e  for my To ro t  readings and ay personal counseling 

 sessions as cell. My readings a r e  quite detailed and ta k e  
hours to  complete, when you consider th e  reading i tse lf ,  th e  
ty p in g  o f  th e  r e p o r t ,  sailing, e tc .  A simple question eight 
ge n e ra te  3 - 5  pages o f  response. An annual reading could contain 
30 pages or  core .

A f t e r  2 5 -  y e a rs  of doing this. I have also found t h a t  most 
people r e s p e c t  t he s e r v ic e  mo re  if  i t  weans enough to  t h e m th a t  
t h e y  a r e  willing to  pa y  a reasonable amount to  re c e iv e  i t .  They 
have a stake in th e  p r o j e c t ,  r a t h e r  th a n  j u s t  25 cents for a 
phone cal l. When I f i r s t  s t a r t e d  doing readings, I c h a rg e d  
nothing... and was deluged with calls and req u e sts ,  " will I find 
ay lost e a r  r in g s ? "  "Does John love me?"

While i t 's  nice to  be fr iendly  and nice to  do readings, i t  
becomes something of a problem when someone calls at 3 AM. 
demanding th a t  you ro a d  for th em for  a m a tte r  o f  life and death 

such as whether t h e y  should wear t h e  r e d  dress o r  th e  gre e n
d r e s s  t o  a  p a r t y  o n  F r i d a y  n i g h t .  I f  a  p e r s o n  h a s  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e  

s e r v ic e ,  t h e y  a r e  more  circum spect and less f l igh ty  a bo ut j u s t  
picking up th e  phone for a reading. Now, I wo r k  ONLY by 
appointment

Sadie: What kind o f  sp ir i tu a l exploration and growth have you 
undergone in y o u r  life? What kind o f  religious b a c kground do
you have?

JT B :  I was born into a B a p tis t  family in Illinois, b u t  was never 
baptized into a congregation.

I d o n 't  re a l ly  consider myself a " s p i r i t u a l” person, r a t h e r  
a human p oten tia l ist .  Being b ro u gh t  up in a midwest B a p tist  fam­
ily. I was exposed to  Christian  philosophies, and i was e x p e c te d  
to  confor m, b u t  I could n e ve r quite  b r in g  myself to  be wh a t  was 
ex pected. I have always known t h a t  magic existed , although I had 
no co rd s  to  d e s c rib e  what I knew to  be.

I l e f t  hose a t  19 to  jo in  th e  Air Force, and spent 20 y e a rs  
in tra vell ing  around th e  world, and have been to  Libya. Turkey. 
Viet Nam, Germany, Spain, G re e c e ,  Kenya, Fra nce, P ortugal, 
England, Thailand, S y r ia ,  Iraq and o th e r  co u n trie s  as well. I 
have taken the t i me to  s tu d y  t h e ir  religious and magical systems 
disti ll ing t h e i r  essence to  become th e  c o r e  o f  my own personal 
belief system. I have studied Wicca, Voodoo, C h r is t ia n i t y ,
T helemic Magic, E gy p tia n  Magic, Satanism, and o th e r  forms as 
well, t h a t  I could b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  motivations o f  those 
who do magic... and how magic works. And I have found t h a t  i t  
works not because o f  some mystic or religious doctrine, but 
because of th e  Will of  th e  Magician. All c u l t u r e s  have magical 
beliefs t h a t  c r o s s  religious lines.

So as for a " re lig io n” . I find t h a t  I a m a t  b e s t  agnostic.
To me. th e  human Will re igns supreme, so long as one ta k e s  th e  
time to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  principles o f  Magic, can muster th e  force  
o f  Will, develop and utilize elevated and e x te n d e d  adrenal floe, 
along with o t h e r  fa c to rs ,  Magic can be done.

While I do o f  co u rse  honor and r e s p e c t  n a tu r e ,  and have a 
long and abiding r e s p e c t  for those who champion th e  saving of 
Gaia fo r  fu tu re  generations, I see "re lig io n" mor e  as a dividing 
f a c to r  o f  wan. People te n d  t o  mouth p la t i tu d e s  of love and 
understanding in t h e ir  religious p r a c t i c e s , b u t  when th e  chips 
a r e  down, we s ee th e  "Them o r  Us" a t t i t u d e s  cose to  th e  surface. 
My point of view is t h a t  I would r a t h e r  have an honest enemy 
than a h a lf -h e a r t e d  friend any day.
Sadie: You re a d  T a ro t ,  how has doing T a r o t  readings changed you- 
p e rc e p tio n s  o f  S p i r i t  and life? Has reading changed your 
viewpoint o f  o t h e r  things as well?

JTB : I see T a ro t  not as a sp ir i tu a l tool, b u t  as a hands-on 
c a t a l y s t  to  open th e  mind t o  possibilities and intu it ive  
insights. One thing t h a t  I have found from th e  competent re a d e r s  
with whom I have come into c o n ta c t  is t h a t  th e  c a r d s  a re  merely 
a tool to  be used. They o f t e n  can do th e  same thing without them 
The c a r d s  become a focusing agent.

By reading th e  c a rd s ,  I think t h a t  I have become more open 
to  th e  ineer feelings of o th e rs .  Motivations, a t t i tu d e s  and 
p r e ju d ic e s  can be more easily discerned. One thing t h a t  I have 
d e f in ite ly  found is t h a t  even in th e  most seemingly c le a n -c u t  
situation, things a r e  seldom what t h e y  seem.

Sadie: What s o r t  o f  in t e r e s t in g  an d /o r unusual things have 
happened to  you co n ce rn in g  sp ir i tu a l growth? Where do you still  
wish to  go with f u r t h e r  grow th?

JT B :  The most in t e r e s t in g  p a r t  of my whole J o u r n e y  has been in 
meeting some in te re s t in g  and " d i f f e r e n t "  people. I’ve met people 
who a r e  intell igent. ..  o r  g if te d .. .  o r  b iza rre .. .  o r  unusual, 
and have learned t h a t  I can learn something from each of them 
i hope t h a t  t h e y  have been able to  ta k e  something away from 
t h e ir  e n c o u n te r  with me as sell.

As long as I live. I hope t h a t  I n e v e r  become sta g n a n t  or 
complacent. Life is growth. I hope t o  learn and to  grow and. a t  
th e  end o f  my days, leave this world satisfied t h a t  ! have done 
my b e s t,  in th e  final analysis, is t h e r e  anyth in g  more t h a t  one 
could hope fo r?



Sadie: I f i r s t  learned about your church th ro u g h  y o u r  publica­
tion. The Unicorn, I only had a chance to  Ju s t  skim th ro u g h  It . 
but  i t  in te re s te d  me enough to  want to  g e t in touch with you  and 
your ch u rch ... How long has yo u r c h u rch  been in co rp o ra te d , and 
how  long have you yo u rs e lf  been in t e r e s t e d  in similar f o r ms o f  
s p ir itu a lity?

Rev. Beyerl:  The Rowan T re e  was in corporate d  legally in 1979.
In t h e  1970 ’s... a ctually  I could go back f u r t h e r  than that. . .
When I was v e r y  young I n a m e d  to  be a musician, I wanted to  be 
a p r ie s t ;  I wa n ted to  be a t e a c h e r .  I wanted to  be a publisher.
I wanted t o  b e  a w r ite r . . .  eventually , I became all of  those 
things. 

I was n a tu ra l ly  a wa t e r  dowser. I worked with forked willow 
branches f r o m the family t r e e  for quite a number of ye a rs  until 
I cas almost in High School. My father could c u t  forked branches 
f r om th e  family t r e e ,  which when we moved we r e - r o o t e d  — took a 
cutt ing , r e - r o o t e d  i t  and s t a r t e d  o ver —  my p a re n ts  s t i l l  have 
some o f  t h a t  same willow growing on t h e ir  p r o p e r t y  in Wisconsin.
I moved awa y  f r o m C h ris t ia n ity  by the t i me I cas out of High 
School. But even chile in college did c o rk  to  unde rstand and 
develop psychic phenomenon, having always had some level of 
p ro p e n s ity  fo r  things outside of normal perception.

In the 70 's , e a r ly  7 0 's , I rea d I book, a biography o f  
Huxley and t h a t  about gave me a reading list; I rea d th e  Bagavad 
Gita, books about Taoism. th e  Te Ching, cent through cany things 
and t h a t  e v e n tu a l ly  a f t e r  several ye a rs ,  led me to  th e  C r a f t ,  
and many te a c h e r s .  And I found t h a t  t h e ir  p e r s p e c t iv e  cas no 
d iffe re n t  than what I had been reading and in cany cays t h e ir  
p e r s p e c t iv e s  were c lo s e r  t o  me, because I am a p r o d u c t  o f  
Western Civilization

So, I’ve been a c t iv e ly  involved in Wicca since 1976, I was 
tra ined to  be a t e a c h e r  and the coven t h a t  I was originally 
studying with fell a p a r t .  The P rie s t  and Priestess were c a r r ie d  
— not to  each o t h e r —  b u t  t h e y  were both c a r r ie d  and t h e ir  
romantic relationship collapsed. I continued studying with thee 
and v e r y  quickly  had alot  of students, people who we re  
interes ted.. .  Through th e  growth of th e  Unicorn, which original­
ly  s t a r t e d  o u t  as promotion for a m ail -order herb  business 
for i t 's  f i r s t  two issues... Through conducting some workshops 
at C irc le  Fa r m long ago. long before Selena developed th e  whole 
thing th a t  is going on now... Attending some of the old mid-west 
Pan/Pagan festivals... I got  v e r y  connected with alot of people 
and what i cas doing grew so solidly and quickly t h a t  i n c o r p o r ­
ation became an important thing to  do.

Sadie: I'm t r u l y  not familiar with the tradition of Lothlorien. 
what do you consider to  be this Tradition's ce n tra l  co re
concepts?

Rev. B e y e r l: In t r y i n g  to  c r e a t e  a Tradition, which was not my 
original goal, I originally t a u g h t  th e  tradition I cas trained 
in, b u t  I need more space for p o e t r y ,  for c r e a t iv i t y ,  and 
individual expression.

We work with a r c h e t y p e s  of four cardinal unicorns... t h e y  
a r e  mo r e  neutra l  than th e  four a rc h e ty p a l  angels used in c e r e ­
monial magic o r  even th e  con cept of watchtowers, as t h e y  allow 
people to choose ge n d e rs  and such things as th e y  p re fe r .
Rev. B e y e rl : In t r y i n g  t o  c r e a t e  a Tradition, which was not » y  
original goal, I originally  t a u g h t  th e  tra dit ion  I was tra ined 
in, but  I need wore space fo r  p o e t r y ,  for c r e a t iv i t y ,  and 
individual expression.

We work with a r c h e t y p e s  of four cardinal unicorns... t h e y  
a re  core neutra l  than th e  four a rc h e ty p a l  angels used in c e r e ­
monial magic o r  even th e  co n ce p t of w atchtow ers as th e y  allow 
people to  choose ge n d e rs  and such thing's as th e y  p r e fe r .
Sadie: Your f o r m o f  th e  C r a f t  is c e n te r e d  around y o u r  c h u rch  and 
learning from both higher p r ie s ts  and priestesses b u t  also from 
having the c h u rc h - l ik e  pagan community th e r e ,  as a fo rm o f  
spir itual s u p p o rt ,  and p ro b a b ly  as a v e r y  familial-type s u p p o rt  
also, i t  seems .. What a re  y o u r  views towards p ra c t it io n e rs  o f  
th e  C r a f t  who a r e 'n t  a member of a Pagan church and who have 
gone th ro u g h  th e  p ro ce ss  of teaching themselves and possibly 
even init iating  themselves? What do you feel a re  th e  d ifferenc es

from a t o t a l ly  s p ir i tu a l  point o f  view between se lf - in it ia t io n  
and being i n i t i a t e d  by someone else into an organized ch u rc h ?

Rev. Beyerl:  F i r s t ,  I should c la rify , o ur ch u rch  has numerous 
s o lita rie s  in i t  and people who do not p ra c tic e  Lothlorien.
The church  i t s e l f  pro vide s resources and s u p p o rt  when possible, 
but not financially. But for people who want c o n ta c t  with o t h e r s  
or who want ac c e s s —  we have a la rg e  libra ry ,  a couple thousand, 
maybe 2500 volumes which a r e  housed in Minneapolis—  we p ro v id e  
gatherings, we wo rk  with alot of s t u f f  like th a t ,  people who 
want t o  ge t  t o g e t h e r .

I believe s t r o n g ly  in s e lf - in it iation, but,  t h e r e  a r e  some 
differences, th e  prim ary  one being t h a t  i t  is not as powerful as 
a r i t u a l  conducted by people who a r e  trained to  ta k e  a p erson 
into an a lt e r e d  s t a t e  o f  consciousness and channel en e rgy. . .  
for example e n e r g y  t r a n s f e r r e d  into a person to  promote t r a n s ­
formation. Done by  3. 4, 5, 6 , tra ined people, t h e r e ’s a big 
d iffe re n c e  in t h a t  level. Not only is t h e r e  t h a t  big d iffe re n c e  
in empowerment, b u t  i t  is almost essential t h a t  you have access 
t o people who can p ro v id e  su p p o rt  and guidance when you have 
to  learn hoc to  make alot of changes in your life, as a r e s u l t  
o f  those s p ir i tu a l  changes which t a k e  place as a r e s u l t  o f  
init iation.
Sadie: What a r e  y o u r  persona! views tow ards environmental 
activism? How have y o u r  sp ir i tu a l beliefs molded or changed
your ideas about environmentalism?
Rev. B e y e rl: The stu d e n ts  in th e  M ys te ry  School, and I teach  
th ro u g h  th e  M y s te ry  School co n c e p t  because i t 's  c o re  sta b le  than
a coven is. When someone approaches th e  concept o f  a school 
s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e y  seem to  have a more open wind about being told  
t h a t  you have to  learn a v a r i e t y  o f  s u b je cts .  B ut  also i t 's  

more open t h a t  people can, when t h e y  need to s tu d y  herbalism, o r  
Taro t,  o r  Te Ching o r  any o f  th e  disciplines which a re  r e q u ire d  
t h e y  can go loc ally  th ro u g h  te a c h e r s  o r  th ro u gh  books o r  th ro u g h  
a v a r ie t y  o f  sources. I t  is also not d is ru p t iv e  to  th e  whole 
when someone d e c id e rs  t h a t  th e y  need to  cove elsewhere

We re q u ire  vows o f  people t h a t  say  t h a t  th e y  cannot h a r m 
anything, t h a t  includes th e  environment.

I feel t h a t  humans a r e  not capable o f  d e s tro y in g  th e  e a r t h  
many pagans have th e  v ie w t h a t  i t  is t e r r i b l e  t h a t  we could 
d e s t r o y  the e a r th ,  i feel t h a t  at th e  v e r y  worst, we could 
d e s t r o y  the a b i l i ty  of th e  people to  live on the e a rth ,  we eight 
lead to  the d e s tru c t io n  o f  th e  human species. If th ings got 
re a l ly  bad, humans would no longer live on the e a rth ,  in a sense 
we would be s p ir i tu a l ly  sen t te  our room, which weans having 
a couple million y e a rs  before we could come back, in whatever 
f o r m t h a t  would be. The e a r th  went th ro u g h  far mo r e  cataclysm, 
and turmoil on i t 's  surfa ce  t h a t  we could e v e r  r e e k  upon her.
So i f  we had nuclear holocaust i t  would not fragment the e a r th  
into l i t t le  bits o f  ro ck , it  would j u s t  wake surface life unhabitable 

 and e ve n tu a lly  th e  ro aches  would survive , b a c t e r ia  would 
s u r v iv e  and i t  would lead to  th e  r e c r e a t io n  o f  life all o ver .

Eve rything  in my  life is magic, whether t h e r e  is weather, 
or f i re s ,  whether we have war or  peace, love or rape, t h a t  is 
all p a r t  o f  th e  whole and in many ways i t  has always been. I'm 
not saying t h a t  I p r e f e r  one over th e  o th e r,  but I look at 
evolution of knowledge as a pro cess in which we as individuals 
t e n d  to  make alot of mistakes... I t 's  always been t h a t  way and 
p ro b a b ly  always will be



A people without an a g re e d -u p o n  common basis to  t h e ir  actions 
is n e ith e r  a community nor a nation. A people with a common
ethic  is a nation w h e re v e r  th e y  live. Thus, the place o f  
habitation is se c o n d a ry  to  a s hared belief in the establishment 
o f  a harmonious world community.

----Bill Mollison

Oh. how t e r r i b l y  dependent we all a r e  on this p r e s e n t  and 
confused so c ie ty  t h a t  we live in. I have been thinking this 
thought e v e r y  d a y  for weeks, as I watch th e  evening news, filled 
with violence, crime, natural " d i s a s t e r " ,  political ear . and 
o th e r  ty p ic a l i t ie s  o f  th e  d e c a y, thinking i t  and considering how 
deep i t  permeates e ve ry th in g .

And in some ways, t h a t  fact is what saves so many people 
allocs t h e m t o  live " r e g u l a r "  lives. I think, because life is a 
much wore harrowing, complex (and beautiful)  e x p e rie n ce  when ee 
choose a no ther path, even if  j u s t  having to  deal in a wore 
d if f ic u lt  way with the many d if fe re n t  roles we adopt to play 
with.

And, even then, when we've fully a c c e p te d  th e  fact t h a t  we 
a r e  going to  grow and change whether o r  not we u n d e rs ta n d  t o  
which path  o u r way o f  life will flow, i t ’s h a rd  to  maintain the 
endurance to  c r e a t e  what life we want.

What kind o f  role will you choose during your personal and 
our eventual p la n e ta ry  transformation? Where a r e  you going from 
he re ?

These a r e  th e  questions o f  grow th  and v e r y  unfortunately. 
c o s t  o f  th e  tine, especially  i f  you a r e  young, these ro les will 
be forc ed onto you, and also a c c e p te d  by  you as being real,  
which is wore unfortunate .

How will you be able to  influence change if  you a re  
manifesting from a place o f  weakness? If you a re  allowing o th e rs  
to  choose th e  person t h a t  you should be, then your level o f  
e n e r g y  will e ventually  weaken.

Th a t 's  why the problems o f  society  can seem so rea l and 
unchangeable, because t h e y  a re  caught up in a vicious c irc le  o f  
o u t r ig h t  brainwashing to  c r e a t e  dependence, dependence t o  c r e a t e  
fear, fear to  c r e a t e  supremacy, supremacy to  c r e a t e  government, 
government to  c r e a t e  politics, politics to  c r e a t e  brainwashing, 
and on and on.

Government is based on s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  beliefs, imp ra c t ic a l 
th e o rie s ,  and power c e n t e r s  t h a t  co n tro l  by weans o f  fear and 
p o la r ity .  Our  p r e s e n t  social re a l i t y  can be said to  be c r e a t e d  
out of and t o  be c r e a t in g  th e  same things. Did soc iety  c r e a t e  
government o r  is i t  re a l ly  v ice  v e r s a  a t  this point?

Some p ro b le ms won't a d v e r s a l ly  e ffe c t  your p e rc e p tio n  o f  
re a l i t y  as much if  you r e -c o n s id e r  s o c ie ty 's  role in c r e a t in g  
t h e m (  instead o f  viewing t h e m as j u s t  bad news, confront the 
rea l problem) and also how easily  th e s e  ideals can be changed 
with j u s t  simple, individual choice o f  lifestyle.

O v e r - r e s t r i c t i v e  bureaucracy c r e a t e s  the inability o f  people 
to  grow t h e ir  own food in in te g ra te d  farms, to  compost, to  g e t  
one’s w ater from r o o f -  collection, to  build t h e ir  own home with 
natural and local materials in many areas. Even though th e s e  
a r e  obviously sustainable, c o r r e c t  p ra ctic e s  t h e y  a r e  limited 
by  zoning laws and codes all over

Economic gro w th  in our s o c ie ty  involves exploiting n a t u r e ’s 
precious resources a t  an unlimited r a t e  and is accompanied by the 
exploitation o f  our o th e r  r e s o u rc e ,  people.

This is th e  say i t  is s e t  up, t h a t  is why when someone's 
house and farm is flooded or d e s tro y e d  by f i r e  o r  ro c k e d  by an 
earthq uake, people become ra tt le d , th e y  realize how polarized 

o u r own lives have become from the E a r t h 's  needs and how out of 
touch me a re  with her

We always know what our path  is, we j u s t  sometimes d o n 't  
find i t .  o r  a r e ’nt allowing ourselves to .  This i t s e lf  is a sad 
s ituation  t h a t  can only be solved by t r u s t in g  o u r inner s e lf ,  
and c r e a t in g  r e a l i t y  t h a t  opens do o rs  for ourselves and for 

others .. .  tow ards  a more sustainable c u lt u r e  and more enjoym ent 
o f  life.

The following was r e p r i n t e d  f ro m th e  1993 Rainbow Guide 
(Box 3213, Madison. Wl 5 3 7 0 4 )  i t  is a g r e a t  list o f  transforma­
tional roles t h a t  we can re la te s  to  ourselves as we continue to  
network and grow. Remember, your being h e re  is wonderful, life 
is a g i f t  to  be enjoyed.

To u n d e rs ta n d  y o u r s e lf  and o th e rs ,  and what you a re  doing 
t o g e t h e r  we have included th e  following. The roles and 
interactio ns with one a n o th e r  in th e  coming y e a rs  as we 
p o s it iv e ly  shape th e  p ro c e s s  of transforming our p r e s e n t  so c ie ty  
into a sane, humane, ecological one a re :
1. people  whose aim and skill is to  speed th e  breakdown of th e  
old system by  helping t o  make i t  inoperable and d e s tro y in g  i t 's  
credibil ity : t h e ir s  is a demolition role.
2. people who oppose pro posals for change which would lead 
so c ie ty  in a h y p e r-e x p a n s io n is t  or  a u t h o r i t a r ia n  direction.
These include opponents o f  nuclear e n e r g y .  Theirs  is a 
oppsition role.
3. people who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  improve th e  old system by  introducing 
changes which will make i t  b e t t e r  and s t r o n g e r :  t h e i r  aim is to  
a v e r t  th e  breakdown o f  th e  old b u t  th e y  way only ease the 
transformation to w a rd  th e  new. T h e ir s  is a reforming role.
4. people who a r e  c r e a t in g  and developing the grow th  points lo r  a 
new society. T h e ir s  is a co n s tru ct io n  role
5. people who aim t o  l iberate themselves and o th e r  people from 
t h e ir  p r e s e n t  dependence on th e  existing  system. Th e irs  is a
liberating role.
6 .  people who a r e  working to  ensure t h a t  th e  old system b r e a k s  
down as painlessly as possible for e ve ryo n e  mho is dependent on 
it .  They  a r e  managing the collapse. T h e ir s  is a decolonizing 
role.
7. people who as l ib e r a to rs  or  decolonizers a re  helping o th e r  
people ta k e  more c o n tro l  o v e r  t h e i r  own lives. Th e irs  is an 
enabling role.
8. people who a r e  changing t h e ir  p e rs o n a l way of life and 
helping o th e r  people to  change t h e ir  own so t h a t  t h e ir  lives 
will be more co n sis te n t  with t h e ir  image of a sane, humane, 
ecological f u t u r e  Th e irs  is a lifestyle ro le
9. people who a r e  exploring and c o mmunicating new concepts of 
power, wealth, w ork, g ro w th , learning, healing and so on 
a p p r o p r ia t e  to  a sane, humane, ecological s o c ie ty : th e y  a r e  p a r a ­
digm s h i f t e r s ,  th e  ideological re vo lutio naries .  Th e irs  is a 
metaphysical r e c o n s t r u c t io n  role.
10. and finally, people who recognize t h a t  all of  th e s e  d if fe re n t  
s o r ts  o f  people will c o n t r ib u t e  po sit ive ly  to  th e  transformation 
of s o c ie ty ,  and who a r e  working to  make su re  t h a t  th e  t r a n s f o r m- 
ation, though p o ly c e n tr ic  is widely u n d e rs to o d , widely s hared 
p ro c e s s  o f  conscious evo lutio na ry  change. Th e irs  is the 
s t r a t e g ic  role.



t h o s e  p o e m s  s h e  s p i n s

n o t  gemrocks

showing p o l i s h e d , s k u l l - w h i t e  

or a g g r e s s i v e  as su r f co m b e r s  • • • 

b ut  d i s p l a y  as 

l o n e - t h r o a t  di mensi oned 

p r o v e r b i a l  "Rust  B e l t "  v e r b i a g e - i n ­

v e r s e  t h a t  can c u t  d i a g o n a l l y  

t h r u  your  cowboy- body  

s e n s i t i v i t i e s , n e u t e r i n g  a l l  of

the f l y f i s h e r m a n ' s  garments

you n e v e r  wear

when y o u ' r e  w i n c i n g  at

the cr u e l l e s t  of her  i n s u l t  s l a s h e s . . .

a l t h o  sometimes her  u n r a v e l i n g s

can even be b r i g h t n i g h t

p h o s p h o r i z y  cadences you can

a c t u a l l y  thump your  f o o t  to

Jim DeWitt 
3922 Monte Carlo 

Kentwood, Ml 4951 2

BEYOND THE KNOWN LIMITS

Sadie:
You've w rit te n  a t  least one a rt ic le  t h a t  I 've seen on bene­

ficial use of sacramental herbs ( summer ’93, All Ways Free)...  
obviously th e  f i r s t  question I want to ask is which etheogens 
do you consider to  be sacramental? And what is th e  d iffe re n c e  
between beneficial and non-beneficial use of such sacrament?

TimoThy:
All entheogens a re  sacramental, both those known and those 

y e t  to  be discovered, as well as those known to  the ancients and 
now fo rg o tte n  which may n e v e r  be re d is c o ve re d . How something is 
used makes a huge difference. These a re  tools for learning, 
th rough d i re c t  e x perience. All ancient c u ltu re s  t h a t  used them 
had learning r itu a ls ,  and guidance by those who had a lot of 
personal e x perience. Help was available from knowledgeable peo­
ple who could be t r u s t e d .  That was beneficial use

The non-beneficial use is to  use t h e m for fun. What can 
happen if used excessively. Is the depletion o f  energ ies t h a t  
ta k e  a long time to  re p la ce . As a re s u lt ,  you don’t  have as good 
an exp e rie n ce  and i t  gets  worse and worse, as you a r e  less able 
to  e x t r a c t  th e  positive  realizations t h a t  normally come y o u r  way 
and will instead be inundated by material t h a t  you cannot digest 
, i t  goes r ig h t  th ro u g h  you, and is wasted, because you didn't  
ge t  anything out o f  it.  T h a t  is not beneficial.

Sadie:
The only bad thing about th e  idea of s acram entally -based 

s p ir i t u a l i t y  is t h a t  the public opinion o f  such beliefs is v e r y  
b ad... we have r ig h t  now a so c ie ty  t h a t  is so fascist in i t ’ s 
abil ity  to  have co n tro l  o ver its citizens choices and even ideas 
t h a t  th e  mainstream population is extrem ely le e r y  o f  " d r u g  use” 

how do you respond when people a r e  e x tre m e ly  negative  and 
say  "Oh, t h a t ’ ll n e ve r happen... you can’t  pra ctice  t h a t " ?

Timot hy:
I te ll  people like t h a t  t h a t  i t  a lready has happened, i t  is 

now happening and it  always will be happening Fear of insanity  
is behind most, of t h a t .  But instead of taking the positive a t t i ­
tu d e  o f  exploring all the unknown and possibly unlimited realms 
of s a n ilty , a pessimistic a t t i tu d e  has prevailed, t h a t  we b e t t e r  
not find out what lies beyond th e  known limits, because what we 
find out may cause us to  have to make a radical change in our 

bel ief  systems, which could be too much for us. T ru th  is seen as 
a dangerous enemy t h a t  we must gu a rd  against.

This tem porary  prohibition period following i t ’ s r e d is c o v e r y  
is a lot like insanity, which is th e  refusal to  a c c e p t  what is 
rea l and choosing to go into denial instead, and it  should be 
e x p e cte d . It  ta k e s  a c e r ta in  amount of time to  r e c o v e r  from a 
traum atic  shock, before e v e ry th in g  can be in te g ra te d  As s a n ity  
r e t u r n s  freedoms will be expanded.

h e mp :

RO OT E D



Sadie:
I re a l ly  believe t h a t  as humans me have an innate need to 

change our consciousness and since as humans we a r e  also in t r in ­
sically  s p i r i t u a l ly - o r ie n t e d  beings I consider sacrament to  be a 
p e r fe c t  combination o f  two v e r y  positive  inner drives...  
however, religions, p ro b a b ly  mostly e a r ly  and fundamental 
C h r is t ia n ity  p r e t t y  much chastized it...  a re  these beliefs a 
major cause of sacrament prohibition in the U.S.?
TimoThy:

The whole thing is seen as a t h r e a t  to  t h e ir  v e r y  s urvival.
They use t h e i r  beliefs to  bypass The Jo u rn e y , and to  find what 
can only be called, p re m a tu re  contentment with a false rationale 
t h a t  defends them from having to  earn the real thing. You don’t  
have t o  think a n yth in g  th ro u g h  for yo u rs e lf ,  i f  you J u s t  se le ct  
religion A y o u 'r e  c o v e re d ,  in case i t  t u r n s  out to  be t r u e .  T h a t  
is th e  end o f  y o u r  p e rs o n a l growth. Then th e y  t r y  to  impose 
th e ir  beliefs onto o t h e r s  to re in fo rce  " th e  end of personal 
g ro w th "  for e v e r y b o d y  else too, because how would i t  be i f  you 
were allowed to  continue on y o u r  quest with the f in e s t  tools 
known to  man, while th e y  a r e  l e f t  behind. Your knowledge 

incre ases  y o u r  power which is a t h r e a t  to  them because the 
person with more knowledge always has an advantage, and t h a t  
puts them a t  a disadvantage. New knowledge is also a t h r e a t  to 
t h e ir  bel ief  system.
I believe th e  e a r ly  Ch ristia n s  also p ro b a b ly  used sacraments as 
a p a r t  o f  th e  e a r ly  r i tu a ls .  I believe t h a t  if  we could now go 
back in time and see f i r s t  hand what went on, th e  e a r ly  C h r i s t ­
ians wouldn't be recognized as Christians a t  all, b u t  would be 
called Pagans by c h u rch  people to d a y ,  because i t  has been r e ­
packaged to  s e r v e  an e n t i r e ly  d iffe re n t  purpose. I t  is now used 
to  p ro v id e  s t a b i l i t y  to  society , i t  has become a means of 
controll ing  th e  people by controll ing t h e ir  beliefs.

The religious lead ers in power want to  con tro l  our minds as 
t h e y  did in Th e  D ark  Ages, and keep us in th e  d a rk . New t r u t h s  
a re  seen as a t h r e a t  t o  t h a t  co n tro l.  So t h e y  te a c h  those who 
t h e y  do c o n tro l  to  fear insanity, to  fear anything outside o f  
t h e i r  belief system, to  fear th e  unknown, and to  cling t o  a f i x ­
ed belief t h a t  is unable to  grow and expand.

Sadie:
Another idea o f  i n t e r e s t  to  you is intentional communities... 

can you tell  me horn intentional communities r e la te  to what we’ve 
been talking about? How could spiritual/sacramental use o f  h e rb s  
be in te g ra te d  into an intentional community? 
TimoThy:

We c a n 't  change the mainstream which flows v e r y  slowly. They  
a r e n 't  r e a d y  for any o f  this . But we a re . Some of us have s u r v ­
ived th e  conditioning p ro c e s s  intact,  and we a re  still  open-mind 
-e d  and ready' to  go. What we can do is all come t o g e t h e r  and 
f o r m a New C o u n tr y ,  o ur own c o u n t r y  in which we can s e t  up a new 
way of fife t h a t  is unlimited in potential. Freedom of ingestion 
is an obvious r ig h t  t h a t  is s e l f -e v id e n t  and will ult imately  be 
recognized around th e  world, b u t  we don’t  have to  wait for t h a t .  
I t  is the oldest law All animals p ra ctic e  it .  We a re  f re e  now.

Prohibition only g e nerates  paranoia. We need to c r e a t e  safe 
spaces where we can explore new ways o f  experiencing things, 
openly, and where we can s h a re  new spaces to g e t h e r ,
Sadie:

What various elements would y o u r  " ideal” intentional commun

i t y  in c o rp o ra te ?

TimoThy:
Sharing The Land, growing our own food, building our own 

homes t o g e t h e r ,  c r e a t in g  ou r  own Jobs, cre a tin g  our own schools, 
c r e a t in g  our own government by consensus, having Co-Housing, 
p ro te c t in g  th e  environment, using a lte r n a t iv e  e n e rg y ,  living 
close to  the E a r t h  in alignment with th e  ancients, and in t e g r a t ­
ing people f r o m all walks o f  life in th e  s u p p o rt  of Global Unity

Sadie:
How do you believe we can b e t t e r  balance intentional commun­

ities so t h a t  t h e r e  wouldn't be only one " t y p e ” o f  p e rso n  living 
t h e r e ?  I mean, usually, people consider intentional communities 
to  be made up of all Buddhists or all Krishnas o r  all C h ris t ia n s  

TimoThy:
We mill in co rp o ra te  all religious persuasions t o g e t h e r ,  

seeing our d iffe re n c e s  as positive sources o f  e n e r g y  and new 
growth. Out o f  this will come a new unity t h a t  Is Universal 
which the world needs now. We will be planting th e  seeds o f  a
Unified E a rth ,  and will be able to  su p p o rt  t h a t  pro cess out of 
what we learn.

Sadie:
How fa r  have you pe rso n a lly  gone with th e  intentional

community c o n ce p t?

TimoThy:
I became involved with intentional community in the e a r ly  

'7 0 s  and am now p utting  what I know into practice. We a re  cowing 
t o g e t h e r  to  form a community this summer. We mill be Gathering  
on The Land for t h r e e  days to  c elebrate  the Summer Solstice, and 
to  come t o g e t h e r  as One People, and to  hold a council o f  All 
Beings, and to  s h a re  in t h e  consensus process, and The Ail Out 
Love E xp e r ie n c e . The Gathering  is fre e  and anybody can g e t  
involved by sending $3.00 if  you can a ffo rd  i t  and $2.00 i f  you 
can t  and a l e t t e r  about y o u rs e lf  and why you would be i n t e r e s t ­
ed. . to :  TimoThy, POB B49. Glen Ellen, CA 9 5 442
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