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THE CRADLE OF CHRISTIANITY.

SKETCHES OF THE HOLY LAND.

By T homas P. H ughes, D.D., A uthor of “ T he D ictionary of Islam.”

T o  the Christian the little  tow n of B ethlehem  is asso­
ciated  w ith  m uch th at is tender and sw eet. I t  is 
the oldest tow n in P a le stin e , b u ilt ju st w hen Ita ly

w as bein g colonized b y  the A rcadian s. I t  w as here th at 
R u th  and Boaz lived  and died ; and. it  w as ju s t  a t the

p atriarch  Jacob, w a s buried. R a ch e l’s tom b is still stand­
ing. I t  is one o f the fe w  p laces upon the authen ticity  o f 
w hose history M oslem , Jew , and  C h ristian  are  a ll agreed. 
A n d  so it  is th at this old  bu ild in g , w ith  its  little  g ra y  
dom e an d  its  cracked  w alls, stands lik e  a  m ilestone on

THE TOMB OF JOSEPH.

g ates  of the old tow n th at K in g  D a vid  lon ged  f or the 
w ater from  w hich  he had drunk in  his childhood ; b u t 
above a ll it is endeared to the C hristian as the cradle o f 
C hristian ity.

I t  w as at Bethlehem  that R achel, th e  beloved w ife  o f the

the h ig h w a y  o f h istory, and as yo u  rest ben eath  th e 
shade o f the so lita ry  tree close b y , y o u  fe e l th at you  are 
b rou gh t face  to face  w ith  the h istory  o f 3,600 yea rs  ago.

T h e  path  lead in g  into B ethlehem  leav es the m ain road 
a t R ach el’s tom b. Y o u  turn to yo u r le ft , and there am ong
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TOMB OF RACHEL, NEAR BETHLEHEM.

th e c o tta g e s  y o u  see th e  w e ll fro m  w h ich  D a v id  lo n g e d  to 
d rin k , and  w h ere  th e  th ree m ig h ty  m en  v e n tu re d  th e ir  
liv e s  in  order to  p lea se  th e  sw e e t s in ger o f Isra e l. T a k ­
in g  y o u r  se at on an  e le v a te d  sp ot n e ar th is  w ell, y o u  g a z e  
south  across th e v a lle y  to  B eth leh em . T h e  e y e  d w e lls  
e s p e c ia lly  on th e  lo f ty  b u ild in g s  w h ich  h on or th e  sp ot 
w h ere  C h rist w a s  born. T h e  ch u rch  an d  its  th ree g re a t  
co n v en ts o ccu p y  th e  eastern  r id g e  u p on  w h ich  th e  to w n  is 
situ ated , an d  th e  g ro u p  o f b u ild in g s  m ig h t  w e ll b e  tak e n  
fo r  a  fo rm id ab le  fo rtress. A s  y o u  jo u rn e y  a lo n g  th e  ro ad  
w ith  th e  d e v o u t in ten tio n  o f v is it in g  th e  sa cred  p lace , y o u  
fo r g e t  a ll a b o u t th e  s to ry  o f R u th , an d  o f D a v id , in  th e 
e a g e r  d eterm in atio n  to  v is it  th e  sp ot w h ere  C h rist w a s  
b o ra .

T h e  C h u rch  o f the N a tiv ity  is  one o f those “  h o ly  
p laces ”  in  P alestin e  
fo r  th e p ossession  o f 
w h ich  th e  R u ssian s 
fo u g h t th e  A llie s  in 
th e  -Crim ean W a r.
Y o u  en ter  th e con ­
v e n t  b y  a  v e r y  lo w  
door w h ich  lead s y o u  
d i r e c t l y  in to  th e  
n a v e  o f th e church, 
n o w  p artitio n ed  off 
from  th e  tran sep t on 
accou n t o f its  b e in g  
th e  scen e o f such fre ­
q u en t an d  v io len t 
feu d s b e tw e e n  the 
d ifferen t se cts o f  
C h ristia n ity . In  th e 
d im  sh a d o w  o f th e 
d ark  b u ild in g  y o u  
stu m b le  a g a in s t  a  
T u rk is h  soldier, an d  
w o n d er w h y  su ch  an  
a n o m a ly  is  a llo w ed  
to  e x is t  in  a  C h ristian  
church. B u t  you r 
a tte n d a n t te lls  you FINE OLD TREE NEAR RACHEL'S TOMB.

th a t o n ly  tw o  yea rs  a g o  four persons w e re  k illed  w ith in  
th e sacred  precincts o f the church in  a figh t b etw een  
G reek s an d  L a tin s . I t  tak es a  little  tim e before one’s e y e s  
g e t  accustom ed to the dim ness of an E astern  church, and 
y o u  grop e y o u r w a y  forw ard , an d  dow n a  w in d in g  stair­
case, u n til y o u  reach the p avem en t o f th e ca ve  w h ich  m arks 
the p lace o f the N a tiv ity . A  silver star w ith  a  hole in th e 
cen tre, so th at pious p ilgrim s m ay kiss th e v e ry  rock, indi­
cates the p lace w h ere C h rist w as born. A b o v e  are sixteen  
lam p s w h ich  are a lw a y s  k ep t burning. “ F rom  the ca v e  o f 
th e cryp t you  reach an undergroun d cell, in  w hich  Jerom e, 
th e C h ristian  fath er, liv e d  for th irty-six  years, an d  w h ere 
he tran slated  th e S criptures into the L a tin  ton gu e. H ere 
h e w a s  bu ried , an d  h is g ra v e  is still pointed  out tq the 
tra ve ler. T h e  tom b o f E u seb ius also is  close b y . W ith

a  fe e lin g  of re lie f you  
m ount the n arrow  
stairs w hich  lead  y ou  
to th e door o f 
chapel o f the L atin s. 
B etw een  th is chapel 
and th at o f the choir, 
w h ich  is  assign ed  to 
th e G reeks, is  th at 
o f th e A rm en ian s. 
T h e  Church o f the 
N a tiv ity  is  rem ark­
able as the on ly  one 
o f th e edifices erected 
b y  the E m press H el­
en a th at has su rvived  
th e v icissitu d es o f 
s i x t e e n  centuries. 
A d j o i n i n g  t h e  
g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  
church is "  T h e  M ilk 
G ro tto ,” w h ere, ac­
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
lege n d , the V irg in  
took re fu g e  w ith  the 
H o ly  I n f a n t  f o r  
tw e n ty  d ays d urin g
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the m assacre of the innocents. T here is a chapel in the 
grotto, and devout worshipers are found before the altar 
at every  hour in the day. It  is said that a drop of the V ir­
g in ’s m ilk fell on the rock which form s the threshold, 
turn in g the whole of it white. W om en visit this rock in 
large num bers w ith great devotion, and profess to 
derive benefit b y  eatin g the little w hite cakes— sold there 
b y  an old wom an— which contain some of the rock pow­
dered. Bethlehem  is alm ost w holly occupied by Christians, 
ve ry  few  Moslems residing in the place.

N azareth has a hold on the im agination and feelings of 
m en w hich it shares only w ith Bethlehem  and Jerusalem . 
T h e  town, as it now  exists, is situated in a narrow  basin 
of about a m ile in length, surrounded b y  hills. T h e houses 

a r e  gen erally  built of s to n e , one story h igh , and w ith 
flat roofs. T h e  general aspect of the place presents a 
p leasing contrast to most of the m iserable towns and 
villages of Palestine. T h e  inhabitants are for the m ost 
part Christians, but it has a M ohammedan m osque w ith 
an im posing m inaret from  w hich the Moslem call to 
p rayer is g iv en  five tim es daily. T h e  “  sacred places ” of 
N azareth  are numerous. T h ere  is the Church of the A n ­
nunciation, erected on the ve ry  spot w here M ary sat w hen 
the A n g e l G abriel appeared unto her and said "  H ail ! 
h igh ly  favored, the L ord  is w ith thee.”  T h e  workshop 
o f Joseph is also an im portant place, and so is the Chapel 
of the A n g e l ; then there is the Chapel of the T ab le, a piece 
o f chalk-like rock about the h eight of a  table, w here our 
L o rd  and his disciples used to sit for their m id-day m eal.

C redulity is a  necessary qualification for a  traveler, and, 
consequently, you  betray  no surprise w hen you  are told 
that the original house in w hich C hrist spent his child­
hood w as m iraculously translated to Fium e, in D alm atia, 
in 1291; and three years afterw ard  to R ecan ati, w hence it 
w as finally transferred to Loretto  on the shores of the 
A driatic.

F ou r and a h a lf m iles northeast o f N azareth  is a  tow n 
called  K effr K enna, the traditional site o f C an a of G alilee, 
and the scene o f “  the beg in n in g  o f m iracles,” w hen 
Jesus turned the w ater into w ine. T h e  riv a l site is a  v il­
la g e  situated about four m iles north, w hich  still bears the 
nam e of K an a E l Jelil. Scholars g iv e  the preferen ce to the 
form er, w hile local tradition, togeth er w ith  its nam e, in­
dicates the latter. T h e  form er is the one represented in 
our picture. T h e  Gospel h istory w ill not be affected  
w h ich ever site m ay be d iscovered  to be the real one. 
C an a is a poor v i l la g e  Y o u  en ter the little  G reek 
chapel erected on the site o f the house w here the w ater 
w as m ade w ine, and in consideration o f a  sm all “  bakh­
shish ” you  have the p riv ilege  o f handlin g one o f the 
identical w ater-pots o f the m iracle. Just outside the 
v illag e  is a  large cactus hedge, said  to  be the largest in 
Palestine.

Cana is situated in a  rural district. T h e  cu ltivation  
o f the farm  in Palestin e is a  sim ple and easy  affair. No 
artificial m ethods are used for en riching the land. T h e  
sow er broadcasts the seed, w hich , as in the parable, v e ry  
n aturally  fa lls on the road, seeing there is no fence, and 
as n atu rally  on the rock, for h u ge bow lders o f the latter 
are constantly le ft  in all the fields, and a stony soil 
characterizes the land. T h e  plow , draw n b y  dim inutive 
red oxen— but som etim es b y  buffaloes, asses, and cam els 
— prepares the ground for the seed. It  is a ligh t, rude im ­
plem ent, w hich a man can shoulder and carry  tw o m iles 
to his work ; and it m ay be said to m erely  scratch the soil. 
T h is  p low  has only one handle, w hich the plow m an holds 
w ith  his r igh t hand, w hilst in his le ft he carries a  goad, 
w ith  an iron point a t one end, to prod and drive on the 
anim al, and an iron spud a t the other, to clean the plow.

Cana of 
Galilee, 

Scene of "The Beginning of the Miracles,"
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T h e  old carriage road betw een 
Jaffa— ancient Joppa— and Je­
rusalem  is now  superseded b y  
a  railw ay, constructed b y  a  
F r e n c h  co m p an y; and the 
sound of the w histle and the 
puffing of the steam -engine are 
heard along the road where in 
past centuries devout and war­
like crusaders, fanatical and op­
pressive Moslems, and religious 
devotees and pilgrim s wended 
their w a y  tow ard the H oly 
C ity. A fte r  passing through 
the fru it gardens which sur­
round Jaffa you  are at once in 
the P lain  of Sharon, and the 
road leads through a boundless 
flat, w ith  neither tree nor house 
nor fen ce to break the mono­
tony. B y  and b y you pass a 
v illag e  ; and at irregular dis­
tances others fo llo w ; their lit­
tle, square watch-towers dotted 
a lon g the road, intended origi­
n ally  for the protection of the 
caravans. N ot far from Jeru­
salem  the country grows dis­
tin ctly  m ore stony and rough, 
and cultivation  is restricted to 
m ere patches. T hen you cross 
a beautifu l glen  watered by a 
so ftly  flow ing stream, and your 
attendant points out a green 
m eadow , a  little  w ay  below the 
old bridge b y  which you cross 
the stream , as the very  place 
w here D avid  encountered Go­
liath. A s  you  draw nigh to 
Jerusalem  you see a modem 
suburb o f good villas, and the 
extensive R ussian buildings 
provided for the pilgrim s of the 
Eastern Church. T h irty  years 
ago there did not exist a single 
house outside the w a lls ; now 
the suburbs extend over an 
area larger than the city itself; 
now  solid flanks of hospitals, 
convents, and dwellings with 
all the conveniences of modern 
life  reach out as far as the eye 
can see. A n  electric light illu­
m inates the D am ascus G ate ; a 
telegraph line guides the eye to 
M ount Zion ; and a railw ay 
w histle sounds over the H ill of 
E v il Council. In 1869 there 
w ere not a dozen carriages in 
the c i t y ; now there is a cab­
stand outside the Jaffa Gate.

Bishop Blythe, of the E nglish 
Church, tells us that the Jewish 
population of the city  is rapidly 
increasing, w hile the Moham­
medan population is on the de­
crease. T h e Jewish population 
in and about Jerusalem now 
numbers forty-five thousand, or
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more than one-half of the people. Ten 
years ago,  there were not more than 
twelve hundred Jews in the whole city.

In approaching the city the first object 
which arrests the attention is the Dome 
of the Sacred Rock, or, as it is common­
ly  called, the Mosque of Omar. The 
mosque is octagonal, each side being sixty 
feet long, and is covered with colored 
tiles. It is said to have been built a 
thousand years ago. The sacred rock 
under the dome is held in great rever­
ence by the ‘Mohammedans. It is said 
that it was from this place that Moham­
med ascended to heaven, and that the 
rock wanted to follow him, and actually 
rose seven fe e t ; hence the cave beneath 
it, into which no Jew or Christian is al­
lowed to enter. The A ngel Gabriel 
stopped it at that point, and the prints of 
his fingers are still seen on the stone. 
T he traditions connected with this spot 
are numerous. Here Oman had his 
threshing-floor ; here Abraham built the 
altar on which to sacrifice Is a a c ; here 
stood Solomon’s Temple. If instead of 
entering the Tem ple grounds you de­
scend into the valley by a steep lane to 
the right, you come to the Jews’ W ailing 
Place. Here m ay be seen any day, but 
especially on Friday afternoons, men and 
women, leaning against the cyclopean 
stones,— generally acknowledged to be 
a part of the actual outside w all of 
the Tem ple,— pouring out such doleful 
lamentations as are fit to melt even 
the heart of a traveler in the Orient.

The chief object of interest in the city 
of Jerusalem, is the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. For whether or not it stands 
on the precise site of the grave in which 
the body of Christ was placed, does not 
rob it of its historic interest. The build­
ing is associated with all the various in­
cidents in connection with the history of 
Jerusalem, including the Crusades and 
the conquests of the Saracens. Here the 
traveler is shown “  the station of M ary,” 
“  the stone of unction,” the Sepulchre, 
and “  the stone which the A ngel rolled 
aw ay.” There is but one door to the 
Church of the H oly Sepulchre, and it 
faces the south, opening into a small, 
paved court. The Sepulchre itself is an 
oblong chapel about twenty-five feet in 
length, from which you enter another 
apartment about eight feet long and six 
feet wide. This is lined with marble, and 
on the right-hand side is the slab mark­
ing the spot where the body was laid.

Religious sentiment aside, Jerusalem 
impresses the majority of travelers as a 
dull, uninhabitable town. It possesses 
all the bad features of Turkish misrule, 
and were it not for the thousands of 
Christian tourists  and pilgrims, who are 
the golden bringers of prosperity, the 
sacred city would soon show signs of 
decay. It is said that there are four
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hundred A m e r ic a n  fam ilies in Jerusalem, of whom 
tw o hundred and seventy have been naturalized, during 
the past ten years. T h e  city within the walls is very  much 
the same as it was in the days of the Crusaders,  out to go 
from within the w alls of Jerusalem to its suburbs is to  leap 
over tw o  thousand years.

T he m ost tantalizing feature in travel through the H oly 
L an d  is the circumstance that every sacred site is disputed. 
Y our dragom an or attendant takes you to C alvary, but 
your guide-book warns you that this historic site is dis-

who said :"  Our father Jacob, g av e  us the w ell, and drank 
thereof him self, and his children, and his cattle.” (John 
iv, 12.) D ean Stanley speaks of the site as "  absolutely 
undisputed.” It is a rem arkable circumstance that Jews, 
Sam aritans, and Mohammedans, as w ell as Eastern and 
W estern Christians, all agree in this identification.

A  recent traveler says : "  Jacob's W ell is disappointing
in a w ay, though the w ell itself, if  it contained any water 
— which it does not— would be just as one had. expected; 
it is deep ; and you would w ant appliances wherewith to

JACOB'S WELL.

puted ; you reveren tly  bow  your head on the spot to 
which your guide has taken you as the H oly Sepulchre, 
and your guide-book assures you that scholars dispute its 
authenticity. A n d  so you pass on from place to place, 
and if  you are to believe the researches of scholars you 
m ay travel through the whole length  and breadth of the 
land from Dam ascus to Bethlehem  and not be sure of a 
single fact save the localities o f these tw o ancient towns.

T h ere is, perhaps, one exception, and it is found in 
Jacob’s W ell, w here our Lord  m et the wom an of Sam aria

' draw  ’ — as the Sam aritan wom an expressed i t ; and to­
day there are hundreds of wom en w orking in the fields, a 
couple of hundred paces off, any one of whom  m ight easily 
pass for the one who came here w ith  her pitcher to draw. 
Picturesque figures they are, too ; for the bright colors of 
their dresses are a pleasant contrast to the everlasting blue 
worn b y  the peasant wom en in the hill-country of Judea. 
F ield  workers they are and no m istake ; but they look more 
like a picnic party, and their labor seems more like m erry­
m aking than toil. ”



A POET OF MANY FRIENDS.
By E dwin C. Martin.

G O O D  poets never lack lovers. F ew , however, have 
enjoyed as affectionate a follow ing as that which 
attached— and indeed still attaches— to the late 

Eugene Field. T h e peculiar devotion of Mr. F ield ’s public 
w as shown with especial emphasis, and in m any beautiful 
w ays, at the tim e of his death, in N ovem ber, last year. 
T h e obituary utterance took everyw here a tone of personal 
friendship and personal bereavem ent. H e is in his w rit­
ings w hat he w as in his life, one of the freest, frankest,

pressing, and m orning after m orning Field  had gone to 
the office resolved to m ake a  demand in the usual form. 
B ut each tim e his heart failed him. Then, suddenly, one 
day, there appeared before the astonished editor a man 
and four sm all children of sorriest, most beggarly  aspect. 
T h eir clothes w ere worn and tattered, their faces gaunt 
and hungry. T h e man w as Field, and the four small 
children w ere his children. It w as all m ask and m ake­
up ; but the players stretched forth soliciting hands and

THE SABINE FARM, BUENA PARK, CHICAGO, MR. FIELD’S HOME.

most open-hearted of men ; and consequently his death 
was to his readers precisely w hat it w as to his private 
acquaintance,— the loss of a charm ing and beloved com­
panion.

When Field  w as twenty-one he inherited $60,000. H is 
father and mother were both dead. H e took the $60,000 
and a young friend, and w ent to 
Europe. W hen he came home, the 
money w as about gone. T h e in­
cident is typical. A ll his life, 
when F ield  had m oney, it w as apt 
to go in gratification of the impulse 
of the moment ; and the gratifica­
tion was likelier than not to com­
prehend a bounty to some friend.
In his later years he w as paid a 
good salary for his daily w riting 
on the Chicago N e w s, and he 
added to it considerably b y  addi­
tional w ritin g and by lecturing.
Y e t it was found at his death that 
the tim eliest testim onial his friends 
could devise w as a donation of 
money for the benefit of his fam ily.

A  characteristic story is told of 
the w a y  in w hich F ield  once se­
cured an increase of salary from 
his em ployer, the editor of the 
Chicago N ew s . T h e  need of an 
increase had grown particularly

cast up appealin g eyes, and Field, w ith all of a b eggar’s 
sadness, asked, “  Please, sir, w on’t you  raise m y salary ? 
and the editor (ready enough, perhaps, to have done so, 
though it had been presented in a fashion less farcical) 
prom ptly granted  the prayer.

T h ough  of the gravest countenance, rarely smiling, 
F ield  w as of a most joyous, even 
rollickin g disposition. L ife  for the 
m ost part w ent g a y ly  w ith him. 
H e loved men, he loved animals, 
and, p articu larly ,  he loved chil­
dren. R etaining as a man much of 
his own boyish sportfulness, he 
easily m ade him self w ith children 
as one of themselves. Thus he 
w as a great favorite with them. 
Into w hatever house or place he 
went, if children w ere present they 
gathered about him instinctively, 
and he yielded him self undividedly 
to their entertainm ent and to par­
ticipation in their games. It is 
this unfailing sym pathy with chil­
dren, added to a g ift  of simple and 
melodious verse, that m akes his 
child poems so superior to most 
compositions of their k ind. T h ey  
are quaint, fanciful, and fantastic, 
just as childhood itself is so ; and, 
in addition, the m ovem ent is, asTHE POET’S DOLLS.
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ADMIRERS OF THE POET.

it should be in such poem s, p erfectly  fluent and unstudied. 
U nstudied  only in effect, though, it  should be understood ; 
for in point o f fa ct, F ield  w ro u gh t a t his verses quite 
laboriously.

F ield  w as born in 1850 at St. L ou is ; bu t m uch of his 
youth w as spent in N ew  E n glan d. H e passed some  years 
in several colleges,— W illiam s, M assachusetts ; K n ox Col­
lege, Illinois ; and the M issouri S ta te U n iversity . T h en  
he took a m ind for journalism . H e has him self described 
his first venture.

“  A b o u t the tim e I w as tw en ty-on e,” says he, “  I w ent 
to Stilson H utchins, and told him  w ho I w as,
and  he said  :

"  '  A l l  righ t. I ’ll g iv e  you a chance ; but w e 
don’t p ay  m uch.'

“  O f course I told him p ay  d idn ’t m atter.
 “  ' W ell,’ he said, ‘ go  dow n to the O lym pia, 

and  w rite up the p lay  there to-night.'
“ I w en t dow n, and I brought m ost o f m y 

critical acum en to bear upon an actor b y  the 
nam e of C h arley  Pope, w ho w as p lay in g  “ M er- 
cutio  ” fo r  Mrs. D : P  Bow ers. H is w ig  d idn ’t 
fit, and a ll m y best w ritin g  centered about th at 
w ig . I sent the critique in, blam e fine, as I 
thought, w ith  illum inated in itial letters, and a ll 
that. O h, it  w as lovely  ! and the n e xt m orning 
I w as d eeply pained and d isgusted  to find it 
m utilated ,— all th at about the w ig , the choicest 
part, w as c u to u t. I  thought I ’ d quit jou rn al­
ism  forever. I don’t suppose H utchins connects
E u gen e F ie ld  w ith the ----- fool th at w rote th at
critique ; I don’t m yself. ”

A fte r  this untow ard adventure follow ed  the 
v is it  to E urope, a lready re fe rre d . to. O n his 
return w ith  an em pty purse, he attem pted jour­
nalism  again , b egin n in g  as a reporter on the St.
L ou is J o u r n a l.  A fte r  a short tim e he becam e 
city  editor, and then he m arried a sister of the 
friend  w ho had accom panied him  to E urope.
In order to im prove his fortunes he w en t to a 
paper at St. Joseph,.M issouri, on a  sa lary  o f 
th irty  dollars a  w eek ; but in 1877 he returned 
to the St. L ou is J o u r n a l  as a w riter o f editor­
ial p aragrap h s,— the character under which his 
reputation and popularity  first becam e general.

But he w as still some years from the position in which 
his superiority therein definitely declared itself. H e 
served a term on the K ansas C ity  Times and a term 
on the D enver T ribune  before he w ent to the Chicago 
N ew s  and began the daily column of “  Sharps and 
F la ts,” which m ade him the best known, perhaps, 
and m ost relished newspaper w riter in the country. 
T h is w as in 1883. T h e connection continued until 
his death,— tw elve y e a rs ; and in all that time there 
w as rarely a day that F ield ’s full column, nonpareil, 
did not duly appear, and it never appeared that the 
"  sharps " did not m uch outnum ber the "  flats.” T o  
any one the least experienced in newspaper work, this 
m ust a lw ays seem a very  rem arkable achievement. 
M any a man has turned out more than a column 
daily  of reportorial or editorial w ritin g through as 
long, or a longer, term  of years ; but I doubt if any 
other has turned out as much as a column daily of 
editorial paragraphs. C ertainly no other has done it 
and m aintained year in and year out, to the very end, 
such variety, spontaneity, and point, as F ield ’s column 
alw ays showed.

Som e years before his death, Mr. F ield  had made 
for him self a v e ry  a ttractive  and com fortable home 

at B uena P ark, a suburb of C hicago, and there, in his 
later years, he did m ost of his work. In a study that, with 
its G ladstone axe and D an a shears, its shelf of rare 
H oraces, and i t s , hundred and one objects beautiful or 
grotesque, show ed the rage o f the collector, he w rought 
m ethodically from  nine of the m orning until tw o or three 
o f the afternoon, doing his d aily  stint for 
the Chicago N e w s . T h e  reference to "  illu ­
m inated in itial letters ”  in his account, 
quoted above, of his first experience in 
new spaper w ritin g, is not figurative. It

ONE- OF FIELD'S SKETCHES.
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w as r e a lly  F ie ld ’s h a b it  to o rn am en t e v e n  
h is  o rd in a ry  p r in te r ’s c o p y  w ith  illu m in a te d  
in it ia ls ,  a n d  a  p a rt  o f th e u su a l eq u ip m en t o f 
h is  d esk  w a s  th e b rig h t-c o lo re d  in k s in w h ich  
th e  o rn am en ta tio n  w a s  done.

H is  p oem s a n d  sk etch es, F ie ld  w ro te  a s  
th e  im p u lse  cam e to  h im  in  th e  b r ie f  le isu re  
le f t  h im  b y  h is  d a ily  task . M a n y  o f  th e  
p o e m s, h o w e v e r, w e n t to  v a r y  an d  b r ig h te n  
th e  co lu m n  w h ich  it  w a s  th e  d a ily  ta sk  to  
fill, a n d  w e re  first p u b lish ed  in  th e  d e p a rt­
m e n t o f “  S h a rp s  an d  F la t s .” In  h is p o em s 
h e  w a s  v e r y  fa stid io u s,— h e  seem s to  h a v e  
been  m ore or less  so in  a ll  h is w r it in g ,—  
p o n d e r in g  a n d  d o u b tin g , re v is in g  a n d  r e v is ­
i n g  a ga in .

“  I ’m  a  n e w sp ap e r m a n ,” F ie ld  on ce sa id ; 
“ I d on ’t  claim  to  b e  a n y th in g  e lse .”  I t  is  
th e  rem ark  o f a  m an  h a b itu a lly  m od est, 
a n d  F ie ld  m ig h t ju s t ly  h a v e  cla im ed  m ore. 
S till it  is  tru e  th at h e  p u b lish e d  co m p ara ­
tiv e ly  litt le  in  book form , a n d  n o th in g  u n til 
he h ad  p a ssed  f o r t y , T h e  n e w sp a p e r  task , 
don e so fa ith fu lly , co n su m ed  m u ch  th e  
la rg e r  p a rt o f h is tim e an d  e n e rg y .

In  th e  b r ie fe s t  a cco u n t o f E u g e n e  F ie ld  
o n e  w o u ld  h a rd ly  b e  e x cu se d  from  som e 
m ention  o f th e  fa m o u s “  S a in ts ’ a n d  Sin ners* 
C o rn e r.”  I t  is s im p ly  a  so m ew h at re tire d  
nook in  a  w ell-k n o w n  C h ic a g o  b o ok  store, o f 
no sp ecial d istin ction  in  its e lf. B u t .i t  b e­
cam e a  g a th e r in g  p lace  fo r  a  fe w  ch oice 
sp irits, m en o f lite r a ry  ta ste s  a n d  in terests ; 
an d  the le ad e r  an d  life  o f' th e  g ro u p  w as F ield . 
M an y o f th e  cu rren t a n ecd ote s o f him  h a v e  
referen ce  to  th e "  S a in ts ’ a n d  S in n e rs ’ C or­
n e r.” I t  w a s  on th e  fly -lea f o f o n e  o f th e 
co stly  vo lu m es sto red  th ere  th a t h e  w r o t e :

' Swete friend, for Jesus sake for beare 
T o  buye ye boke thou fin d est heare,
For that when I doe get ye pelf 
I meane to buye ys boke my selfe.

—E ugene  F ield .”
P ortra its  an d  variou s souven irs o f him  are preserved 

there, and on the w all h an gs a  portrait of G ladstone to which 
som e p la y fu l associate has appended the legend, “ T h e  
R ig h t  H on orable W . E . G ladston e R ead in g  E u gen e Field  s 
H oratian  T ran slation s. ” F ield  w as v e ry  fond o f the place 
an d  o f the m en he m et there. O n ce he b eg g e d  of the pro­
p rietor one o f the p lain  cane-seabed chairs th at furnished 
it , s a y in g  in exp lan atio n  of h is desire :

" Y o u  see a ll these goo d  fe llow s w ho m eet here aren 't 
g o in g  to liv e  fo rev er ; th e y 'll be droppin g off one b y  one ; 
an d  w h en  th e y 're  g o n e , and I'm  an old m an, I w an t to be 
ab le  to look a t th a t chair an d  sa y  to m y s e lf : ' T h e re ’s the 
ch a ir G u n saulu s sat in, or P oole, or S try k e r .’ ”

T h e  req u est w a s re ad ily  gran ted , and the chair added to 
th e other treasures o f F ie ld 's  stu d y. B u t the special p leas­
u re to w h ich  he h ad  reserv ed  it w as den ied  him  ; he d ied, 
a las ! a t  forty-five.

THE POET ARRANGING CURIOS IN HIS “ DEN."
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A DINNER E N G A G E ME N T .
A CLOSET PLAY IN TW O  ACTS.

B y  M a r g ar e t  S u tto n  B r isco e .

D r am atis  P ersonae.

N a n c y .
M am m a .
P a p a .
H e  (otherw ise M r. A lb ert),
W h ite  G lo ves (the w aiter).
K a t y  (M rs. D ennis).  A ppear A ct II. 
J oann a  (M rs. E rn st).

A C T  I.
MENU.

B lue Points.
Consom m é. 

R oast B ee f. P otatoes. Pease.

Terrapin.
L ettu ce. M ayonnaise. 

Ices. C ake. Coffee.

S c e n e  I :  Blue Points.

CURT A I N  rises on a b r ig h tly -lig h te d  
dining-room — the table set w ith  

f o u r  covers; ca n d les , f lo w e r s , etc. 
A t  the fo o t  o f  the ta b le , on a s i l­
v e r  standard han g s a w hite ta b let  
on which the menu is w ritten. 

Mamma— A t  the head o f  the ta b le ,
 not unsusp ecting.

Papa— A t  the fo o t ,  unconscious as incorrigible.
Nancy— P a le  and nervous at one side ,
He— F lu sh ed  and anxious at the other.
W h i t e  G l o v e s — P a ss in g  the dishes.
Papa— (Opening his napkin.)— “ T ak e seats, fo lkses .” 

T h a t’s w hat our m ayor said when I dined w ith  him en 
f ami l e .  So I suppose i t ' s  " t he th in g.” (H e li f t s  the 
menu an d consults it .) Blue Points, N ance ; your 
fa v orites.

Nancy— ( W eakly.)— Y es, papa. (A sid e .)  H ow  shall 
I get them  down ?

Mamma (To her g u e s t.)— I am very  g lad  m y husband
induced you to stay, Mr. A lbert. I hope you  w on’t have 
cause to be sorry. I can promise nothing to-day, for m y 
cook is an experiment.

Papa— Oh, I warned him it w as pot-luck. I f  a man 
over-stays his own dinner-hour he m ust content him self 
w ith w hat he can get.

He (G la n cin g  across the table.)— W hat I can get is not 
usually what I most want. T o-day I have been wonder­
fu lly  fortunate.

Nancy— (A sid e.)— W hy doesn’t he Took at papa when 
he talks to him ? I won’t  look up.

(She g la n ces in v o lu n ta rily  across the ta b le , and  
trem bles on the brink o f  m eeting H is  eyes. H ers sink  
to her p la te . S h e  g a zes  w ith loath in g at the p lu m p  
delicacies stretched  on their cu rv ed  sh ells.)

Papa— W hy, Nance, you haven’t begun yet.
Nancy—(H u rried ly  squeezing out a soupçon o f lemon.) 

-—Oh, yes, I have, papa. (She p lu n g e s  her tripod into 
an oyster and looks at it.) (A side.)  It can’t  pass the 
lump in m y throat.

P apa (Offering his in d iv id u a l s a lt .)— Salt, A lbert? I 
have the bad taste to like it on m y bivalves,

Nancy ( A side, her oyster poised.)— "Albert”!—and 
passing his own salt. Papa suspects !

(She darts a look across the table , meets H is eyes f u l l y , 
blushes crimson, and buries h e r s e lf  in the w aitin g  
oyster.) '

H e ( T a kin g  the s a lt .)— T h an k you. I also am unor­
thodox on the salt question. (A sid e, his eyes on N a n c y .) 
Poor, frighten ed darling, if  I could only m ake her look at 
me ! E n gaged  at seven-thirty, and dining at seven-thirty- 
five ! I t ’s brutal.

Scene II. : Consommé.
Papa— There are no two w ays about it ; dinner is a 

night beauty. I f  it ’s served as on Sundays, in the middle 
of the day, man eats, but he doesn't  Sunday sim­
p ly  means to me a latish breakfast, and dinner imme­
diately afterw ard.

Mamma (N o t sev erely .)— I could suggest something 
you might more frequently insert between the two.

Papa— Church? W hy, I w ent to church last Sunday 
to hear your new  parson. B y  the w ay, A lbert, come hear 
him. I only yaw ned once during his sermon, and that 
w as from habit. T h ere ’s a lw ays an em pty seat in our 
pew ,— generally mine.

He— Y o u  m ay find me abusing your hospitality.
Papa— No ; the only man who ever did that m arried m y 

eldest daughter. T h a t w as a great impertinence. My 
boys I w anted m arried, not m y girls. W om en are too 
good for that kind of thing.

N ancy (A sid e , w ith  re lie f.)— H e can’t know or he 
wouldn’t.

He (A n x io u sly .)— D oesn’t the kind of man they choose 
m ake some difference ?

Papa— N ot a bit. M en  are different, but all husbands 
are alike,— the best too bad for the w orst woman.

Mamma (H a stily .)— M y dear, did you know  that the 
new  clergym an is m arried ?

Nancy (A s id e ) — Mamma suspects! She’s changing 
the conversation.

Papa— M arried ? W hy, he’s a lad !
He— T h at seems a clerical weakness. T h ey  no sooner 

get a gow n than they w ant a petticoat.
Papa (L a u g h in g .)  —  W ell, I ’m glad  he’s married, 

T h ere ’s nothing so dangerous as a clergym an,— barring a 
widower. Nance is safe from him.

Mamma (H er brow draw n s lig h tly .)— Mr. A lbert will 
surely gather that your own m arriage venture is not 
satisfactory.

Papa— H e knows better than that. W e began right, 
and if the beginning is all right it goes as easy as running 
water. For six months, though, I sat at the head of this 
table, carving off the dark meat I liked and passing it up 
there to m y w ife ; she eating it, w anting the white meat I 
hated, but she wouldn’t deprive me of it for the world ! 
It took us half a year to get a little thing like that straight. 
I tell you, m arriage is a lottery. N ow we agree on every­
thing but m arrying our daughters. I say no man’s good 
enough for them. She let our eldest slip aw ay from us, 
and said to m y very  face this morning that the man who 
would invent a wash that would turn her back hair as 
gray  as her front hair should have Nancy.

Mamma (D ecidedly .)— M y dear, what I jest over at 
breakfast is not for serving up at dinner.

He {T u rn in g  to mamma.)— I fear your daughter’s hus­
band m ight turn your hair gray  without a wash if  he had 
the heart to,— which I don’t believe he would.
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Mamma (G raciou sly .)— If his heart is righ t his fate shall 
not hang on a hair when I am consulted.

Nancy (A sid e , h er spoon w a v in g  in h er hand.')— She 
does know.

Papa— T here she goes again. W h at did I tell you ? A n d  
here’s N an cy, her eyes dem urely down, drin kin g it in so 
busily she’s fo rgettin g  to eat her consommé. Y o u  alw ays 
prom ised to stay  b y  m e, didn’t you, N ance ?

N ancy (B r e a th le ss ly .)—I — I------
Papa.— W h at’s that in your spoon, you little  traitor?
N ancy (L ookin g  u p .)— Where, papa.
Papa (C a tchin g  h er w r ist  a n d  d r a w in g  the h a n d  an d  

the spoon to w a rd  him .)— H ere’s the effect of her m other’s 
teaching. T h e child’s g az in g  at three m acaroni letters, 
“  U  & I," tw isted  into a true-lover’s-knot on the bottom  
of her spoon.

N ancy (Indigni. )  Papa, you know I never saw it.
Mamma.— L e t th e  child alone, m y dear.
N ancy (P lu c k in g  up sp irit.)— It ’s not kind to be a lw ays 

teasin g m e. (She tu r n s  to h er p la te  w ith  d ig n ity  a n d  
l i f t s  the spoon to h er lips.)

Papa.— U pon m y w ord, the child has sw allow ed her love- 
knot ! O ne on m y side, mam m a. I tell you  N ance is mine. 
She w as born for an old m aid. T h ere, m y dear, you 
needn't frow n dow n the table at m e ; I ’ll stop. I m ade a 
m istake, N an cy. Y o u  w ere born for an old man. Y o u  
stick b y  him , dear. Y o u ’ll find nobody h a lf so good to 
you  as your old father. (H o ld s out h is h a n d  a n d  ta kes  
Nancy’s into it.)

H e (A sid e , tr y in g  to see the m enu.) H ow  m an y m ore 
courses of this ? S h e ’ll fa in t if  I speak to her, and th ey ’ll 
notice it if  I don’t.

Scene III . : R o ast B ee f— Potatoes— Pease.
Nancy (A sid e , g la n c in g  to w a r d  the sideboard, w here  

W hite Gloves is  c a r v in g  )— I told m am m a that m an w ore 
his g lo ves like gauntlets. H e ’s tak in g  hours to carve the 
beef.

Papa.— N ow  I w ant a ll o f you  to pass ju d gm en t on these 
potatoes. I had them  sent up from  the farm . N en ce 
doesn’t  b elieve in m y farm ing. She called  m y last potato 
crop “  T h e  E a rly  R o t.”

H e  (A s id e ) — I m ust speak to her. (A lo u d , le a n in g  
fo r w a r d  across the table.) A re  you  a ju d g e  o f potatoes ? 
T h en  you  m ust h ave noticed w h a t fine ones w e h ave  been  
g e ttin g  all this w inter.

N ancy (A sid e.)— Suppose m y  voice b reak s?  (A lo u d ,  
in  a h ig h  voice, a n d  f e v e r is h ly  in terested .)  Y e s  ; and 
h ave you  noticed w h at a fine apple y e a r  w e ’re h a v in g  ? 
P ap a  is it  g o in g  to be a  good  peach season th is sum m er? 
(A sid e .)  I  m ust look as green  as those pease.

Papa (G la n c in g  u p  in q u ir in g ly .)— E h  ! w h a t do you  
kn ow  about peach  seasons? I f  I could  an sw er posers 
lik e  th at I ’d ju s t  h an g  out m y  sig n — “  A n  A n sw erer ” —  
an d  m ake m y  fortu n e w o rk in g  on ly  tw o hours a  w eek. 
I w ish  I had ow ned th at g ift. W hen  I b egan  life , A lb e rt, 
I tell yo u  it  w ould  h ave  spared m e som e an xious hours. 
T h ere  w as one tim e, w hen  the children w ere a ll you n g, 
th at I had  ten m ouths e a tin g  a ga in st m y  litt le  earn in gs, 
and I could  ju s t  k eep  ahead  o f them . Som e d ays I 
th ou gh t th e y  w ou ld  su rely  catch  m e, b u t th e y  n ever did. 
I cam e out ju st ahead  a lw a y s,— b eat them  b a d ly  in  th e 
end. T h e re ’s n o th in g  lik e  m ak in g  up you r m ind  to h ave 
a  th in g, w h eth er i t ’s a  w om an or a  fortune. T h e y  are 
both lik e  n ettles ; grasp  them  firm ly and y o u ’v e  g o t them , 
— once loosen yo u r  g ra sp  and y o u  h a ven ’t.

H e ( A s id e .)— D o n ’t I kn ow  it?  H an g  d in in g  !
Papa— N a n cy, child, you 're  eatin g  nothing.

N a n c y  (One p e a  on h er f o r k .) — W h y, yes, I am, papa. 
I ’m eatin g  a g rea t deal. (A sid e , w ith  a covert g la n ce.)  
I f  H e w on’t take his eyes off me I shall fa ll into them or 
scream.

M am m a— N an cy  eats enough. W om en on ly eat as a 
diversion, an yw ay.

P a pa— Men don’t. T h e y  m ake a business o f it. Through 
g rie f or joy , w e eat like clockw ork, A lb ert, don’t w e ?

He— I fea r  w e do. (A sid e .)  B rute th at I am , that f i le t  
tem pted me. I hope she didn’t  see m y plate.

N a n c y  (A s id e .)— H e ’s been eatin g  as i f  nothing had 
happened ; how  can he ?

M am m a  (Q u ick ly .)— I lik e  to sit opposite a  h u n gry man 
at table. It  g iv e s  m e an appetite.

P a p a — T h e re ’s a m odel w ife . T h e  w om an w ho can sit 
opposite a m an y e a r  in and yea r out, w atch in g  him eat 
three tim es a  d ay, and not com e to loathe him  has a good 
heart. R em em ber th at b efore  you  v o w  to vis-à-vis  an y 
m an’s appetite, N ance.

N a n c y  (A sid e .)— T hree  tim es a  d ay  is tw enty-one tim es 
a  w eek. (A lo u d , re so lu te ly .)  P ap a, w ill y o u  h a d  me 
the m enu ?

M am m a— Y e s, I do lik e to see a  m an relish his meals. 
I am  sure, m y dear, y o u  n ever found m e com plaining be­
cause you r voice h ad  a  m ore tender inflection as you  re­
called  a  p articu lar broil than w hen sp eakin g  of me.

P a p a — C om e, c om e ; th a t’s a  libel.
N a n c y  (A sid e , s t i l l  s tu d y in g  the m en u .)—T hree m ore 

courses to live" th rou gh  ! T w en ty-on e tim es a  w eek is 
e igh ty-fou r tim es a  m onth ! W h y  didn ’t  som ebody tell 
m e how  bad  it  a ll w as? (A l o u d ) O h, no m ore, papa, 
than k you.

H e  (A s id e .)  - I  can fee l her s lip p in g  a w a y  from  me. I 
m ust do som ethin g to hold her.

Scene I V . : T errapin .
Papa— N ow , I don’t know w h at y o u r exp erien ce, has 

been, but I th in k no one can Cook terrapin  Properly w ho 
is born a w a y  from  tide-w ater. M y w ife  w as born  in  sound 
of the w aves, and a lw ay s seasons th is dish h erself to per­
fection. T h e  first liv e  terrapin  I ever saw  she introduced 
to me. Y o u  rem em ber, m y dear.

Mamma— I rem em ber how  credulous y o u  w ere. O ne of 
the terrapin penned up in the kitchen g o t loose and  cam e 
scratch in g a lon g  the hall. M y husban d, Mr. A lb ert,— he 
Wasn’t  th a t then, y o u  kn ow .— asked  m e i f  terrapin ran 
about lik e  chickens in th at w a y , and I  to ld  him  yes. W e 
ju st p ick ed  up one and cooked it w hen w e  w an ted  a  dish. 
H e en tire ly  b elieved  me.

Papa— W h at won’t a  m a n  b elieve  w h en  he’s in love? 
A n y th in g  a w om an  tells him  excep t th at she doesn’t love 
him .

He (A sid e.)— M y chance n ow  or n ever. (A lo u d .)  Y es, 
a m an ’s slow  to believe that. I  once k n e w  a man?who 
w as to ld  b y  a  w om an seven teen  tim es  th at she didn ’t love 
him. A fte r  th at h e  lo st  ta lly , b u t not hope.

P apa (In te r e ste d ly . )— W h at ca m e  o f  it  ?
H e (S lo w ly .)— In th e end she said  yes, b u t  circumstances 

separated  them  the v e ry  moment; a fter  she yielded, and 
kept them  a p art. I n ever fe lt  so sorry  for any man in 
m y life  as fo r him . I t  w as b itte rly  hard,

Papa— Cup dashed from  his lips, eh?
He (S low ly .)  -  I  trust only w ithheld. E v e ry th in g  seem s 

com bining to  d rag  them  apart, but she w ill stand stead y, 
I think. H e has w aite d  and hoped so long.

P apa— I lik e  stories to end in  th at w ay , except for m v 
daughters. W hen  I read  a  book I w an t e v e ry  Jack stand 
in g  up w ith  his Jill on the last page.
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N ancy (A s id e , h er eyes w a n d er in g .)— The terrapin 
being carried out. I wish I were a terrapin.

H e (A sid e , d esp era tely .)— I don’t believe she heard a 
word I said.

S c e n e  V .  : L e ttu ce — M ayonnaise.
P a p a — W h y, w h a t’s the m atter, m y dear ? A re n ’t w e to 

h ave the salad.
M am m a  (M otion in g the dish  back fr o m  w hence it  

came.)— Y o u  m ust not too closely  inquire into a house­
keeper’s m otives. M ayonnaise is a  treacherous d ressin g.

N a n c y  (A sid e .)— It stood alone. I saw  it. O h , m am m a 
know s a ll !

H e  (A sid e .)— B less e g g s  and oil ! O ne course less and 
the goal in sight.

S ce n e  V I . : Ices— Cake.
P a p a  (S e tt lin g  h im s e lf  in  h is chair.)— N ow , I like, 

dinner-parties, b u t th ey are such a  lo ttery . W h en ever I 
go  out to  a  dinner and see the people sittin g  around in  the 
draw ing-room , I a m rem inded o f the m arriage cerem ony. 
L u c k , in  the shape o f th e  hostess, allots y o u  to som e one 
and  yo u  tak e  her. A t  the tim e it  seem s alm ost as im por­
tan t as m arriage. T h ere  you  h ave  to sit, p leased  or sorry  
fo r a  space o f tim e, bound togeth er, arid the m an w ho 
seeks surcease from  sorrow  in  his n eigh bor is in  as b ad  
form  as a  m arried  f lirt. I te ll you  I regard  dinner and 
m arriages as a b o u t e q u a lly  ticklish . W ith  either it  m ay  
be sin gle  blessedness w hen  com pared to a  double cussed­
ness. A re  yo u  cold, N a n cy  ? M y dear, y o u ’d b etter h ave 
th at door shut a t the  end o f the room . T h e  ch ild ’s teeth  
are  ch atterin g.

N a n c y .— I t ’s the ice cream , papa.
H e  (A sid e .)— I t ’s re a c tio n  H o w  fa r  w ill it  carry  her ?
M am m a  — N a n cy  h as h a d  no exercise to-day. She al- 

w a y s  show s it.
P a p a -  N o w , in m y  tim e i t  w asn ’ t lik e  that. N obod y 

thought an yth in g  o f exercise then. B u t to-day, unless 
our d au gh ters com e in  from  tenn is or fe n c in g  or som e­
th in g, g u tterin g  lik e  candles, w e aren ’t  satisfied. Y o u  
are  sh iverin g, N an cy. H ere com es th e coffee ; th at w ill 
w a rm  y o u .

S cene V I I . : Coffee.
H e  (A side.)— T h is  can ’t  g o  on. (A  lo u d , le a n in g  across  

the table.) Y o u  do seem  cold. T h e  draw in g-room  w as 
v e ry  m uch w arm er. Y o u  fee l the ch an ge. (H e g la n c e s  
to w a rd  the h ea d  o f  the table.)

M amma (P ro m p tly .)— T h en  tak e  yo u r coffee to  the 
draw ing-room , N an cy. P erhaps Mr. A lb e rt  w ill join  you. 
T h is  room  is  n ever quite so w arm .

P a p a . -  E h !
M am m a  (Q u ick ly .)— It is not, m y  dear.

N a n c y  ( A s q u ick ly .)— I am  not cold a t a ll, m am m a; 
not in the least, I assure you , I assure you, m am m a. 

M am m a  (F irm ly .)— I w ill h ave  no risks, N an cy.
P a p a .-—Don’t make your mother nervous, my child.
H e (R is in g .)— May I carry your cup?
N a n c y  (H un ted  to  her  fee t.)— I h ave i t  thank you.
P a p a  (G a z in g  w ith  e x a g g e r a te d  an xiety  a t the cup  

a n d  sa u cer she l i f t s  in h er  h a n d .)— T a k e  care, there, 
N an cy  ; tak e  care, m y dear little  g ir l ! Y o u r  saucer’s too 
fu ll for you r poor old fa th er ’s peace.

N a n c y  (L o o k in g  dow n a t h er cu p .)— W h at is it, papa? 
P a p a  (P o in tin g  to a teaspoon ly in g  i n  the sa u cer, a 

second spoon sta n d s in  the c u p .) —T w o  spoons ! A h , ah ! 
W h at does th at portend ? Tw o  spoons.

N a n c y  (S p e a k in g  h e sita tin g ly .)— P ap a-----
He (A sid e .)— Is she going to confess? ( A s  she s t i l l  

sta n d s lo o k in g  dow n , he bends to w a rd  h e r , ea g erly . 
N a n c y , g la n c in g  up  into his eyes, tu r n s  f r o m  him to 
look f i r s t  at her m o th e r , then  a t h er  fa th e r .  She takes  
a step fo r w a r d , f a c i n g  the three.)

N a n c y  (C le a r ly  a n d  w ith  m ea n in g .)— Y o u  need not be 
a fraid , papa. Y o u  m ay  h ave  the second spoon, and keep  
it  and m e a lw ays. (She h old s th e spoon to w a rd  him.) 
I m ade a  m istake, th at w as all. Y o u  see I undo it w ith  
m y  first chance.

P a p a  (C a tch in g  h er  h a n d  a n d  arm  a n d  d ra w in g  her  
dow n to h im .)— T h e re ’s m y  ow n daughter.

M a m m a  (S h a r p ly .)— Y o u r endearm ents are p erilin g  m y 
cup. B e  carefu l, N an cy.

N a n c y  ( W ith  a note o f  defia nce, s e ttin g  the cup on 
the ta b le  to la y  h er arm  about h er fa t h e r 's  neck.)— Y o u r 
ow n d au gh ter, and a lw ay s on ly  y o u r d aughter, papa.

H e (H a l f  a lou d , a d v a nc in g  a step  to w a r d  h e r .)—  
N an cy ! (A sid e — tu r n in g  aw ay.) She m eans each w ord 
o f it.

M a m m a  (R is in g  to the rescu e .)— P a p a ’s daugh ter on ly  ! 
Mr. A lb ert, as I am  le ft  out in  th e cold, w ill you  take me 
and m y coffee to th e w arm  draw ing-room  ? (She accepts 
h er  g u e s t 's  o ffered  arm  a n d  they m ove to the door.)

H e  (O p en in g  the door a n d  tu r n in g  to look back once 
m ore a t  N a n c y  sta n d in g  close by h er f a t h e r 's  sid e .)—  
F arew ell (H e g o es o u t w ith  m amm a a n d  the door 
closes.)

 N a n c y  (T h r o w in g  h e r s e lf  on h er  knees by her f a t h e r  
a n d  h id in g  h er  f a c e  on his sh o u ld er .)— Oh, papa, be 
good to m e ! I th in k— yes, I  do th in k I love you  best.

P a p a — T h ere , there, m y dear, o f course you  do. Y o u r 
m oth er’s not re a lly  jealous.

N a n c y  ( S t i l l  on h er  knees lo o k in g  up  into his f a c e .)—  
O h, m y  dearest, best, b lindest papa !

C u r t a in .

( To be con cluded.)
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OLD-TIME CHRISTMAS IN DIXIE.

By Mary A nnable Fanton.

C H R IS T M A S  in Dixie, among the old-time, “  down- 
South niggers,” was not the Christmas of the North­
ern novelist, of frosty air and evergreen wreaths 

and of fur-bedecked millionaires and wistful-eyed tramps. 
It was a matter of roses and sunshine and out-of-door 
gam es and dances, a day of supreme delight to the poorest 
mam m y and raggedest pickaninny on the plantation.

T h e negro is pre-eminently a lover o f  high days and 
holidays. It matters little the cause of the celebration ; 
whether a w edding at the Great House, a baptism, a fu­
neral, or a Christmas dinner, the dusky child of N ature is

He would think it a much less dangerous undertak­
ing to attem pt to represent their beloved saint, John the 
Baptist, whom the m ajority of negroes regard as the head 
of the church universal, and whom they honor with delight­
ful im partiality in all their celebrations, from Christmas 
to Fourth of July.

T he joyous preparations for the midwinter festival were 
never confined to the G reat House :

“  Unc* Mose, am yoh cabin all spic an’ span? ” “  L indy,
hab yoh done finish all yoah patchin' ? ” were fam iliar 
Christm as-Eve greetings am ong the darkies on any well-

satisfied as long as his emotions are stirred, his sym pathies 
roused, and his body refreshed b y  the m aterial good things 
of this world. It is undoubtedly the m aterialistic phase of 
Christm as that has rendered it the m ost popular of the 
plantation holidays. Visions of bountifu lly spread tables, 
g ifts for the “  lil- chaps,” visits from the generous, youn g 
“  m istis,” and dreams of singing and dancing in the long 
tw ilight, rather than any deep religious significance of the 
festival, have appealed to the negro im agination and caused 
“ de goin's on at Christm us tim e ” to be anticipated with 
unbounded jo y  and prepared for w ith  unwonted diligence.

O f Christm as love and legends, sim ilar to those current 
in every  other civ ilized land, D ixie has none. T here is no 
A fricanized  version of the Christ child of Germ any, the 
Bam bino of Ita ly , or of the “  B eautiful Stran ger,” who 
brings good luck to the N orw egian homes ; .even the E n g ­
lish Santa Claus is but vagu ely  known, and feared along 
with ghosts and a variety  of not very  respectable spirits. 
A n d  nothing w ould induce a venerable, white-bearded 
U ncle to personate the m erry K ris-K ringle of the Christ­
m as festiv a l. H e w ould expect to be hoodooed before the 
ligh ts on the Christm as tree had burned out.

to-do plantation. A n d  they w ere greetings possessing a 
significance beyond kindly interest and mere curiosity.

T h is system  of annual cleaning and patching w as the 
outgrow th of a Christm as superstition th at a thrifty  end­
ing of the old year w as absolutely necessary in order to 
avoid the various assortment of “  hoodoos ” that otherwise 
were prepared to descend upon the plantation during the 
com ing year. I f  before the dawn of Christmas D ay  the 
cabins w ere scrupulously clean and every garm ent washed 
and patched, no power of evil could reach them ; even the 
sight of a red flannel heart or a tiny cloth human figure, 
stuck fu ll of needles and placed on the very  doorsill, need 
no longer bring terror to their hearts.

T h is general undoing of the hoodoos w as usually fol­
low ed by the decorations of the cabins. Great branches of 
fruit trees were brought in, which were dipped in water 
and sprinkled w ith flour and glittering powder, and then 
placed over the door and windows and over the chimney- 
place. A  touch of color w as given the garniture b y  the 
huge bunches of m istletoe, which, although w ith negroes it 
has lost its osculatory significance, is still a signal for 
much rom ping and shouting am ong the youn g folks.

GOING UP. TO THE “  GRÉÂT HOUSE.”
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OLD-TIM E CHRISTMAS IN

T he h an gin g-u p  o f the 
stockings w as an eq u al jo y  
to ev ery  m em ber o f the fam ­
ily  ; n atu ra lly  e v e ry  sto ck in g  
had been d e ftly  darned, lest 
a hoodoo should rest upon it 
and p reven t its  b e in g  filled 
by an em issary  from  “  O le 
M istis.”  A n d  su ch  a  cord ial 
greetin g  as the em issary  re­
ceived, esp ecia lly  i f  she 
chanced to be a  d au gh ter 
or g ran d d au g h ter  o f “ O le  
M istis.”

“  L a w d ! H on ey, I ’se a  
g ettin ' so ole I a in ’t haid  
no C hristm us in m y  bones 
since la s ’ N e w  Y e a rs  ; b u t de 
sigh t o f yoah  p u ty  fa ce  in 
dis y ere  cabin  m ecks m e fee l 
like C hristm u s am  a  co m in ’ 
foh sho ’. L a w d  ! C h il’ , b u t 
yoh  do ’sem bles yoh  m udder 
am azin ’. Sh e w ar a  la d y  foh  
sho'. S h e  n e v er d isrem em - 
bered no n ig g e r  on C h rist­
m us D a y .” W h ich  g en tle  
h in t w as a lw ay s exp ected  
and responded to.

T h e  negro  preach er on the 
p lan tation  w a s  in v a ria b ly  
rem em bered b y  the “  M ars- 
t e r ” or “ M is tis ”  w ith  a  
basket h eaped  w ith  pro­
vision s, toys, and  goodies, an d  a  h u ge  tu rk ey  fa ir ly  
dropping over the edge. W ith  w h a t ch ildish  d e lig h t the 
old m an w ould exam in e e v e ry  toy , fo rg e ttin g  for the tim e 
b e in g  the eccen tric ities o f the plan tation  Ju dgm en t D a y , 
and the fa ct  th at he exp ected  at least tw o-thirds o f his con­
greg a tio n  to  “  bain  up in de everlastin ’ flam es.”

O ften  he w ould  seize th e opportunity  to preach a little  
serm on to his im m ediate fa m ily  in the fo llo w in g  strain  : 
“  I te ll’s y o u  w om en fo lks dat relig ion  am  a  g re a t consti­
tution. I ben a-p rayin g  and a-hintin ’ to de L a w d  a n ’ 
y o u n g  m arster ev er since ‘ patchin '  begun, a n ’ lik ew ise  
I ben  a-readin’ in  d e  Good B ook w ar de te x t Says, ‘ a x  
an ’ y o h  shall g i t  w h at yoh  ax  fo h ,' a n ’ de ’lustration  ob 
de te x t  am  as fo llow s : R ig h t in  dis y e re  b ask it am  de 
v e ry  ole gobb eler w h at I done ax  foh, besides all de apples 
an ’ dolls foh  de lil ’ chaps w h at 
am  ’sleep in de baid  yan d er.”

I t  is needless to sa y  th at the 
pastor’s C hristm as m orning ser­
m on w as one o f en thusiastic e x ­
hortation and labored efforts to  
p rove  to his flock the truth  o f th e 
a d a g e  th at h on esty  is the b est 
p o licy  ; th at “  I t  am  better to hab 
yoh  tu rk ey  b ru n g to yoah  do’ in 
a  b ask it dan to  steal him  from  
de hen-coop ; it  am  b etter foh de 
soul a n ’ also, b ruderen , de tur­
k e y  am  lik e ly  to be b etter.”

W ith  the m em ory o f the roast­
in g  fo w l a t hom e, the preacher 
w as ap t to  devote  a  good  deal of 
tim e to en th u siastic  expressions 
of approval o f the d ay.

“ B r u d e r e n ' ,  dis a m a day

t o 
her

I t ,
heade 
neither 
of his ow .
G reat H ou 
cart, a  p a r t  
ninnies, in th 
tucker, to  see 
festiv ities, to 
h u ge  C hristm as 
ceive  b a gs of ca 
apples, and to sc r  
pennies on the la w n .

G reat w as t h e i r  del;
asked to sin g  f o r  th e  "  
te r ’s ”  guests, T h e y  wo 
seat them selves in  a  pictu 

esque group on th e  veran d a and b reak fo rth  in to  their 
favo rite  C hristm as m elody :

"  O  ! G a b r ie l  b lo w s  h is  h o rn ,
O n  C h r is tm a s  m o rn ’ h e  b lo w s .
A n d  Jo h n  d e  B a p t is t  h e a rs  d e  so u n d  
A n d  on  d e  e a r th  h e  w a lk s  a ro u n d .

A n d  w a lk s  a -ro u n d , n ig g e rs ,
W a lk s  a -ro u n d .”

"  F o h  C h r is tm a s  a m  d e tim e  h e  lu b s  
N e x t  to  d e  J u d g m e n t D a y ,
A n d  i f  y o h  c lo ’s  a in ’t  p a tch e d ,
Y o h  a m  sh o ’ to  g i t  c a tch ed ,
W h e n  h e  w a lk s  a ro u n d  C h r is tm a s  D a y .

W a lk s  a -ro u n d , n ig g e r s ,
W a lk s  a -ro u n d .”

T h e  chorus, w h ich  is su n g  as a  w eird  chant, w as u su a lly

44 AUNT MANDY.”
T h e  S w e e t F a c e d , O ld -T im e  N e g r e s s .

SCRAMBLING FOR PENNIES.
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tak en  u p  b y  the old 
uncles an d  m am m ies 
w h o  h a d  ap p eared  
upon th e  s c e n e  in 
th e ir  g a y e s t  a ttire  to 
w ish  th e w h ite  fo lk s 
“  C h ristm as G i f t , " 
w h ich  is th e  n egro  
su b stitu te  fo r  M erry  
C h ristm as an d  con­
ta in s a  h in t th at w a s 
r a r e l y  o verloo ked .
N e gro e s seldom  m ake 
p resen ts to each  oth er 
e x c e p t  to th e  "  l i l ' 
ch a p s,”  a n d  as a  ru le  
e v e n  th e p ick a n in n ies  
s to ck in g s  w ere  filled  
b y  th e w h ite  fo lks.

T h e  r e a l  j o y  o f 
C h ristm a s D a y  w as 
cen tered  in th e  noon­
d a y  fe a st, w h en  th e 
sh in in g , s m o k i n g  
b row n  fo w l g ra ce d  the m iddle o f th e tab le, flan ked  on 
e ith er side b y  su ch  fla k y  p ies as o n ly  m am m y  cou ld  
e v o lv e , an d  g a z e d  upon w ith  a d m irin g  e y e s  b y  m am m y 
h e rse lf as w ell as a ll the ch ildren, ev en  d u rin g  th e  b less in g  
w h ich  w a s  a t  once b r ie f an d  com p rehen sive.

“ O L a w d  I j is ' com e dow n an d  b res d is n ice , ten d er, 
ju ic y  tu rk e y , an d  a ll de c o n g re g a tio n  w h a t am  circu la ted  
’rou n d  dis h u m b le b o ’d, A m e n .”

N e x t  to  th e tu r k e y  d in n er the y o u n g  fo lk s  e n jo y e d  th e  
e v e n in g  d an ces. E a r ly  in  th e tw ilig h t  th e y  b eg a n  to  as­
sem b le . E v e r y  “  y a lle r  g a l ” in  h er c le a n e st fro c k s  an d  
fresh est rib bon s, an d  each  d u s k y  b eau  in  h is lo n g e s t coat 
an d  g a y e s t  n e ck tie . T h e  fa v o r ite  p lan tatio n  m u sician s

w ere  th ere w ith  fiddle an d  bow , la u g h in g , s in g in g , and 
sh o u tin g  stra n g e  d an cin g  orders, w ith  com plim en ts fo r  
the g ra c e fu l g ir ls  an d  rid icu le  fo r  the a w k w a rd  boys.

“  H i, dar ! yoh  Sam son, yo h  s tre n g f am  in yoah  feet, 
foh  sho '.

“  C lem en tin a, dar, in yoah  y a lle r  gow n , yoh  ca in ’t  be 
b e a t.”

A s  the tw ilig h t  d eepen ed , th e scene w as illu m in ated  b y  
flam in g p in e kn ots, w h ich  cast lon g, u n can n y shadow s on 
the cabin  w a lls  an d  reflected  g litte r in g  lig h ts  in the sloe- 
black  eyes o f the p lan tation  belles. A s  th e dorm ant, bar­
baric  soul o f th e n egro  aw aken ed , the m usic g re w  w ilder, 
the sh o u tin g  louder, an d  the lith e bodies o f th e dan cin g  
g ir ls  w ou ld  droop an d  sw a y  lan g u o ro u sly  or stan d  fiercely  
erect w ith  arm s flu n g  u p w ard  in  a  p erfect ecstasy  of sen­
suous en joym en t. A n d  th e m en ceased  to  be aw k w ard . 
T h e y  fo rg o t the cotton field  an d  the sw am p an d  th e lake, 
an d  w ere conscious o n ly  o f th e  g lo w in g  ligh ts, the w e ird  
m usic, and the fascin ation  of the dance.

N e ar  b y  in th e cab in s th e  o ld  fo lks sm oked co n ten ted ly  
on the doorsill or sa n g  som e g ro tesq u e m elod y in rotation, 
th e lin es o f each  ve rse  p a ssin g  on from  cabin  to cabin , lik e  
the “  roun d ” so n gs th a t u sed  tp b e  su n g  a t sin gin g- 
schools. A  fa v o rite  tw ilig h t m elod y, an d  one in v ariab ly  
su n g  on C h ristm as n igh t, is th e first verse  o f th at lu g u b ri­
ous b a llad  :

"  I g o  d o w n  to  N e w  O r le a n s ,
T o k e  s ic k  a n d  d ie -ie -ie .

L i k e  f lie s  in  s u m m e r tim e ,
M y  s p ir it  s h a ll  f ly - y - y .”

A g a in  an d  a g a in  th is s tra n g e ly  p ath etic  son g  w ou ld  
circle  lin e  upon lin e dow n the cabin s, w ith  e v e ry  ch an ge 
o f inflexion  and  v a r ie ty  o f e ffect o f w h ich  the flexible 
n egro  vo ice  is  c a p a b le ; u n til one b y  one the doorsill 
s in gers w o u ld  nod in to  dream lan d  an d  th e  croon in g 
m elod y, the m usic o f the fiddle, an d  th e g la re  o f the pine 
kn ots w o u ld  die a w a y  togeth er into  the m ysteriou s hush 
o f a trop ica l w in te r  n igh t.

"  MAMMY"

Photograph by JR. T . Hazzard. B E E N  U P  T O  M ISC H IE F .



DEACON SIMPSON’S TRIP.

By Kate E r s k i n e .

H E R E ’S m y best coat up-stairs in 
the c h e s t ; an ' I w as countin’ on 
g ettin ' a new  hat anyhow . I 
guess you could sort o’ fix your­
self up w ith your Sunday dress 
and things, M aria.”

“  W hy, Am os, you don’t m ean 
that you really  w an t to go ? ” and 
Mrs. Sim pson ceased a moment 

from  drivin g flies out of the kitchen, as she turned a pair 
of m ild, w ondering eyes on her husband.

It w as after dinner, and he sat on the stone door-step, 
tw istin g  in his hand the letter that he had just brought 
from the post-office, and seem ingly contem plating the dis­
tant hills, as though seeking guidance from  that quarter. 
H is large straw  hat lay  on the grass beside him , and a few  
pieces of h ay in his stiff, g ra y  hair show ed w hat his occu­
pation for the m orning had been.

“  T h ere ’s you r cousin A b b ie ,” he continued, “  has been 
w an tin ’ us to come up to the city  for a  lon g  tim e to v isit 
her----- ”

“ She ain ’t invited  us m ore’n once before,” interposed 
his w ife.

“  A n ’ I think w e ought to go. Y e s , Joe, I ’m a-com in',” 
he called out, and handin g the letter to his w ife , Deacon 
Sim pson picked up his ju g  of m olasses-and-w ater and 
w alked off to the field w ith  long, sw in gin g  gait.

H is w ife  w atched him until he had disappeared over the 
knoll, and then m urm uring to herself, “ W h at’s come over 
father now? ” w ent back to her task.

M ethod w as everyth in g  to Mrs. Sim pson, so she had not 
driven flies out of this kitchen ev ery  sum m er afternoon for 
th irty  years w ithout know in g by this tim e exactly  how  to 
do it. In one hand she carried the county new spaper tw ist­
ed into the shape of a fan, and in the other a  bunch of corn 
husks tied to a stick. H er lin e of action w as v e ry  sim ple. 
S tartin g  from  the extrem e end of the larg e  kitchen, she 
brought these tw o im plem ents of w ar slow ly  together, as 
she m oved from  side to side, opening and shuttin g her 
arm s and calling out, ‘ f Shoo ! shoo ! ” to the fast gath erin g 
and retreatin g enem y. B u t the m om ent of trium ph w as 
reached w hen the screen-door closed to w ith  a  bang, and 
Mrs. Sim pson stood su rveyin g  the h u rry in g  sw arm  outside 
w ith  contentm ent w ritten  on ev ery  lin e of her good- 
natured, heated face, w h ile  the yellow  cat, w ho had 
w alked sedately a fter her m istress as body-guard, rubbed 
against her in a  congratulatory manner. E v e ry  one know s 
that drivin g flies is a  m ost absorbing occupation, calling  
for the concentration of the entire m ind, so it w as only 
w hen returnin g to the original starting-point th at Mrs. 
Sim pson could allow  her m ind to w ander from  the business 
in hand.

“  F ath er’s the m ost surprisin ’ m an I ever see,” she sa id , 
pu lling  a t the corn-husks, w h ich  had becom e som ew hat 
flattened a fter  her la s t v io len t onslaught ; "  b u t I ’v e  lived  
w ith  him  too lon g  not to h ave learn ed ju st to le t  him  h ave 
his own w ay— leastw a ys to seem  to— an ’ h e ’s a lw ay s sure 
to com e round. F a th er ’s real k in d  o ’ sensible a fter  a ll.” 
A t  w hich last rem ark th e yello w  cat b lin ked  her eyes, the 
kettle  put on an extra  steam , and the v e ry  flies buzzed in 
h earty  confirm ation.

"  S h o o ! sh o o ! ” T h e  p ap er w as aga in  w a v in g , the 
corn-husks rattlin g, w hen the peaked face  o f M iss Jem ­

im a H um m ers appeared a t the door. “  A n ’ the flies not 
all drove out, an ’ I calc’latin ’ to do a  little  bakin ’, an’ this 
last idea of fa th er’s a-w orrying m e so. I f  it  a in ’t  the m ost 
provokin’ th in g in the w orld ,” thought Mrs. Simpson. So 
her tone w as quite cool— that is, as cool as such a  kind- 
hearted wom an could m ake it— as she said to her visitor,
“  W ill you  set outside or in ? ”

T h e  decision b ein g  that it  w ould be cooler on the grass, 
Mrs. Sim pson handed out tw o rocking-chairs, and the 
w om en seated them selves under the apple-tree, w here the 
hens, soon discovering them , cam e clucking aim lessly 
about, and the yello w  cat, jum p in g  into her m istress’s lap, 
curled h erself into a large, fluffy ball. A  gentle breeze 
w aved  the branches of the tree, w h ic h  fan n in g the heated 
cheeks of Mrs. Sim pson, caused her grad ually  to forget 
flies and other m inor annoyances, and to regard  Miss 
Jem im a H um m ers in a  m ore kin d ly  ligh t.

“  I ju st thought I ’d b rin g  m y w ork round an* set w ith 
you  a w hile, M is' Sim pson ,” th at la d y  rem arked, after 
th ey  w ere com fortably seated  and the su bject of the 
w eather and crops had been carefu lly  discussed. “  I got 
m y w ork a ll done up, an ’ I said  to m yself, I----- ”

“  W ell, I hadn't finished d riv in ’ m y  flies out,” inter­
posed her friend. “  I expect th ere ’s a  hundred, a t least, 
o f them  tiresom e, bu zzin ’ creatures le ft  in th at kitchen. 
T h ere  w as a  terrible b ig  horse-fly screechin’ around, that 
I ’d g o t m y m ind m ade up to drive out,” she added, regret­
fu lly .

“  W ell, I guess it ’ll get out som ehow ,” said  her visitor, 
and then, ch an gin g  the subject, a d d e d : “  I s ’pose you 
an ’ the deacon are goin* to the church sociable n e xt week. 
B u t then. I don’t  kn ow  w h y  I ask  you  that, seein’ you al­
w a ys are there. Y o u  a in ’t  m issed one for three years, 
have you, M is’ Sim pson? ”

“ W e a in ’t m issed one for five years, exceptin ’ once, 
w hen the deacon had  the rheum atism . I rem em ber that 
tim e in partic’lar because I h ad  m ade a  n ew  kin d  of cake 
to  send— kind  o f  a  n u t cake, w ith  ju st a  few  raisins 
sprinkled in— an ’ I w anted  to see h ow  it  w as enjoyed. I 
fe lt a  little  sh aky about th at flour, not kn ow in g exactly  
how  m uch to p u t in ; and  there w as ju st a  little  dent in 
the top w hen I took it  out o f the oven. N o t really  fallen, 
you  know , but ju st enough to m ake m e fee l anxious. M is’ 
D avis kn ew  how  I w as w o rry in ’ about it, so she took pains 
to stop in on her w a y  hom e an ’ te ll m e th at it  w asn’t  a 
m ite h ea v y  ; an ’ she h eard  M iss B row n an* Mis* Spooner 
both w onderin ’ w h at th e receip t w as, th e y  thought it  w as 
so good. I don’t  kn ow  w hen I ’v e  fe lt  so relieved .”

“ I know  ju st ex a ctly  w h at you r fee lin ’s were, M is’ 
Sim pson. I ’m g o in ’ to send a  n ew  kind  o f tea-biscuit 
n ext tim e, an* I fe e l k in d  o' cold  a ll over w hen I think, 
s ’posin ’ th ey  shouldn’t  be good. I hope yo u ’ll lik e  ’em, 
M is’ S im pson .”

E vid en tly  M iss Jem im a H um m ers w as fated to m ake 
unfortunate rem arks, for just as a pleasurable excitem ent 
w as fe lt b y  Mrs. Sim pson in the tea-biscuits, and she w as 
about to ask-for a  m inute description of their composition, 
th at idea of the deacon’s w as thrust into her mind, and, 
the possibility of their go in g  aw ay.

Mrs. Sim pson w as fa ith fu l to her husband to the ve ry  
heart’s core. B y  no w ord or sign  should Miss. Hum m ers, 
or an y  other person, know  that this trip to the city  w as not 
her m ost earnest wish. B ut Mrs. Sim pson also w as not 
w ithout a certain am ount of diplom acy, w hich she som e­



DEACON SIMPSON'S TRIP. 89

times exercised w hen a new  freak took possession of the 
deacon. She had found b y  experience that com plete 
accord w ith  his plan w as a lw ays the best policy,— indeed, 
she som etim es seem ed the leader of the two, so anxious 
w as she to brin g m atters to a  crisis. So, lean ing back in 
her chair and tw istin g the yellow  cat’s ears in an a b ­
stracted m anner, she said, carelessly :

“  I don’t kn ow ’s w e ’ll be here. T h e  deacon an’ me are 
calc’latin  to take a  trip to the city  about that tim e.”

M iss H um m ers dropped her w ork— it w as a  piece of 
ruffling for her neck— and the needle fe ll out into the 
grass, so she had to g e t dow n on her knees and search 
carefully  for it.

“  W ell, if  ever I see an ybody like you  before, M is’ 
Sim pson,” she said, shooing aw a y  a  hen th at had come to 
assist, th in kin g she w as gru b b in g  for w orm s. “ Y o u  say  
that ju st as though it  d idn’t m ean m ore’n go in ’ across the 
street.— T h ere, I ’ve, g o t i t ; ’tw as stickin ’ in the hem  of 
m y dress, after all.— If  I rem em ber right, you  a in ’t never 
been to the c ity  before, M is’ Sim pson ? ”

“  N o, w e a in ’t n ever been ; a n ’ as the deacon an ’ m e ain ’t 
gro w in ’ an y  youn ger, w e ’d better go  now  if  w e ’re goin* at 
all. Cousin A b b ie  seem s ju st set on h a vin ’ u s com e.” 

N o w  the brillian t thoughts w ere not a ll confined to 
D eacon Sim pson’s brain. M iss Jem im a H um m ers could 
origin ate as w ell as he, so w hile she threaded her needle 
and reset the stitch, her mind w as b u sy w ith  a  n ew  project.

“  W ell, I hope you ’ll h ave a  good tim e,” she said, after 
sew in g  a  few  m inutes in silence. “  I f  th ere ’s an yth in ’ in 
the w orld  th at I ’v e  a  real desire to do it ’s to go  to the c ity  
and see the sights. B u t I a in ’t n ever seen m y w a y  clear 
to do so, b ein ’ all alone in the w o rld .” A n d  M iss Jem im a 
g a v e  a  little  sniff o f self-pity.

H er com panion rocked com fortably back  and forth  in 
her chair w ithout m akin g an y  response.

“  I see w h at she's com in’ to ,”  she thought, “ an ’ i f  I 
don’t  encourage her then m y conscience’s clear ; b u t sh e’s 
m ade up her m ind to go  a lo n g  w ith  us, an ' i f  th ere ’s an y­
body in this w orld  th e deacon can ’t abide, it ’s Jem im a 
H um m ers. I do b elieve if  I can on ly  tell him  she’s goin* 
too, h e ’ll g iv e  the w hole th in g  u p .”

She glanced an xiously  at M iss Hummers*s sharp features 
and little  bird-like eyes, w hich  w ere b lin kin g  th ou gh tfu lly  
over her w ork, as she m en tally  la id  out her tactics.

“  I f  she don’t fo llow  this th in g  up it ’ll be the first tim e 
she didn’t do w h at she set out to ; b u t I a in ’t  go in ’ to g iv e  
her one m ite o f encouragem ent.”

“  W h at day you  go in ’ ? ” said  M iss Jem im a at last.
“  W ell, Cousin A b b ie  said Satu rd ay in her letter,— th at’ll 

be d ay after to-m orrow ,— so I  s ’pose the deacon ’ll calc’late 
to go  th en ,” w as the answ er. “  I can look over m y th in gs 
an ’ do m y packin ’ to-morrow, an ’ w e can g e t  off b y  the first 
train. I ’ll allow  ’tain ’t  as m uch tim e as I should like. 
T h e re ’s m y brow n m erino’s go t to be fixed on th e bottom ,
an* the deacon’s t h in g s ’ve  got to be atten ded  to, an ’------”

“  Y o u  kn ow  I should be aw fu l g la d  to help y o u ,” inter­
rupted M iss Jem im a. “  I ’d do an yth in ’ fo r you, M is’ 
Sim pson ; an ’ I w ouldn’t  m ind a t all go in ’ dow n to the 
train  w ith  you, i f  ’tw ould accom m odate you  about the 
bundles an ’ th in gs.”

M iss Jem im a arose, and tak in g  her h at from  a branch of 
the tree w h ere it  had been h an gin g, tied it  securely under 
her chin.

“  W ell, I m ust b ea -go in ’ ,” she said, “  but I ’ll try  an’ drop 
in to-m orrow, to see how  you ’re gettin ’ on.”

T h e  gate  clicked, and Mrs. Sim pson w as le ft  alone, g az­
in g  at M iss Jem im a’s prim figure disappearing dow n the 
road, and regretfu lly  th in kin g, “  She n ever said she w as 
goin ’ along w ith  us ; but m aybe she w ill to-m orrow .”

It w as F rid ay  evening. T h e  air w as soft and cool, and 
laden w ith the sw eet odor of fresh hay; T h e  hens had 
gone to their roost, and all w as quiet save an occasional 
cluck from  a belated fow l, or the deep croak of some fro g  
as it jum ped w ith  a  splash into the pond back of the house. 
A ll about the barn looked clean and orderly, and peace 
and rest seem ed to prevail everyw here.

A ll w as to the deacon’s mind, and still he w as not happy, 
as he sat on the broad stone door-step w ith  his w ife  ju st 
inside, rockin g rapid ly to and fro. T h e  yellow  cat jum ped 
into his lap an d  tried to m ake herself com fortable for her 
usual even in g  nap, but w ithout avail. So, after purring 
louder and louder to attract h is atten tion, until the purr 
had becom e a gen tle roar, she jum ped down in quite a  
disgusted m anner and w alked  sedately  into the house.

“  D id  you  say  the packin ’ w as all done, M aria?” he 
inquired for the third  or fourth  tim e. “  I hope you  a in ’t 
forgotten an yth in ’ , p artic ’larly  the m edicines. E f  w e w as 
to be taken sick at A b b ie ’s I dunno w h at w e ’d do.”

“  W ell, there’s no den yin ’ th at it ’s a sick ly  season in the 
c ity ,” w as the cheerful answ er ; “  but if  you  should hap­
pen to h ave a  lon g  attack  of the rheum atism  I guess 
A b b ie  an ’ me could pull you  th ro u gh .”

D eacon Sim pson g a v e  a  groan ; then suddenly recollect­
in g  him self, turned it  into  a cough. T h ere  w as a  lon g 
pause, fin ally  broken b y  the deacon.

“  E f  th ere ’s a  d isagreeable, h om ely  cretur in  th e w orld  
i t ’s th at Jem im a H u m m ers.” S till th e rockers creaked, 
and there w as no re sp o n s e ; b u t a  sm ile overspread the 
occupant’s face , w h ich  the in creasin g  darkness k in d ly  hid. 
“  I don’t d en y b u t w h at she’s g o t her good  p ’in ts,”  he con­
tinued, pricked  b y  h is conscience, “ b u t th e y  a in ’t m y 
sty le , an ’ th at’s a  fact. B esides, she a in ’t  a n y  r ig h t to  go  
ta g g in ’ on w ith  u s ; an ’ you  k n o w  it, M aria,”  he added, 
fretfu lly .

“  W ell, I don’t  a llow  you  h ave  a n y  r ig h t  to  ta lk  about 
the face th e  L o rd  g a v e  her. I sa y  it  a in ’t  becom in’ in 
you , deacon .” Mrs. Sim pson arose and  w en t into th e 
p an try, w h ere she lig h ted  the lam p, b u t a fter  a  m om ent 
p u t it  out and resum ed her seat.

“ W h a t’s th e m a tte r? ”  inquired  her husband, in sur­
prise.

“  O h, nothin*. I w a s go in ’ to  p u t th e beans to soak, 
an* then I rem em bered w e w ou ld n ’t be here to  eat ’em .” 

“ T h e re ,”  sa id  th e  d eacon ; “ seem s ’s tho* I couldn’t 
bear it. W h y  d idn ’t  you  ca lc ’late  to h ave ’em to-night ? 
E f  there’s a n y th in ’ in  the w orld  I love, it's  b ean s.”

“ D eacon Sim pson, did  yo u  ev er eat h ot baked beans 
a n y  n ig h t in  you r life  ’ceptin ’ S atu rd ay  n ig h t?  W hen 
people go  to the c ity  th e y ’ve  g o t to g iv e  up th in gs.”

A  lon g-draw n  sigh  w as the on ly  response, and once 
again  silence reign ed. T h e  sp irits o f Mrs. Sim pson w ere 
stead ily  risin g , w h ile  those o f her husband w ere sinking, 
until he w as com pletely  p lu n ged  into the abyss o f despair. 
T h ere  w as no doubt th at th e deacon w as g e ttin g  hom e­
sick.

“  W ell, I reckon y o u ’d better w rite  A b b ie  w e ’v e  changed 
our m inds an ’ a in ’t com in’ till n e x t w eek. I a in ’t  feelin* 
v e ry  w ell, a n ’ I m igh t be took sick the first thin g. I don’t 
th in k I ’m  over-strong, a n y h o w ,” he added, p lain tively. 
“  I ’ve  g o t a  pain  in  m y  b ack  th is ¡minute.”

“  N ow , A m o s,” w as th e decided answ er, “  i f  w e ’re goin ’ 
a t all w e ’re go in ’ to-m orrow. T h ere ain ’t a n y  doubt but 
w h at Cousin A b b ie ’s taken  extra  pains, an* has done a lot 
o f cookin’ already. W h at 'd she th in k not to  see us? 
D on’t you  think you  ough t to do as you ’d be done by, 
deacon ? ”

II.
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"  W ell, I ain’t a-goin’ to do any arguin’,” was the dig­
nified answer. “ I'll go look after the cattle, an' then 
w e’ll go to bed.”

* * * * *
T he sun rose bright and early the next morning, and 

danced and twinkled and fairly shook his sides with 
laughter and good-will as he shone with all his might 
right down on the Simpson homestead. But after exam­
ining things carefully, and m aking up his mind that all 
was not right, he beckoned to a little cloud, and buried 
his head from sight.

T he old horse and double wagon stood outside the door. 
The back seat had been taken out to accommodate the 
small hair-covered trunk, which Mrs. Simpson had in­
sisted should be bound tightly down with a stout rope, as 
she once heard of a trunk being left in the middle of the 
road, while the driver jogged contentedly on. Her husband 
had thought this precaution unnecessary, but after long 
discussion, finally yielded. He now sat on the seat, very 
stiff and straight, holding the reins while waiting for his 
w ife to appear. The deacon had alw ays had a strong de­
sire to be dressy, but on account of his prominent position 
in the church he had not thought best to indulge this 
weakness, or been encouraged in it by his wife. But now 
that he was going to the city, that abomination of wicked­
ness, he felt that no one would be injured by his example, 
and so he had given full play to his taste. Some few 
would have questioned i t ; but to the deacon’s mind his 
outfit was absolutely perfect. His long, lank form was 
incased in his black broadcloth coat, thrown jauntily open 
to display the white vest, a flowing plaid neck-tie and hair 
watch-chain. But the crowning glory was his hat, the 
purchase of which had caused him much consideration, 
but with the most satisfactory result. It was of white 
straw, trimmed with a blue ribbon, and would have had 
quite an air if it had not been fully two sizes too large, 
and rested on his ears. W hen a boy, his mother, in mak­
ing or buying clothing for him, had always kept a little 
ahead of his then present size, in anticipation of his grow­
ing ; and this idea had become so fixed in his own mind 
that now, at sixty-five years of age, he never thought of 
buying anything to exactly fit him, although his object in 
so doing was somewhat indefinite.

“ A in 't you never comin’ , M aria?” he called o u t; “  the 
train won't wait for us forever. ”

Just then Mrs. Simpson appeared at the door with a 
large bag in one hand and the yellow cat in the other. 
She was hot and out of breath from her exertions, and a 
hurried look at her husband completed her discomfiture.

“  I ’m most mortified to death at the w ay Am os looks,” 
she murmured to herself, as she turned to lock the door ; 
“  but I ain’t goin’ to say one word to rile him, but just 
keep prayin' that somethin’ will turn up to keep us.”

The deacon appeared buried in thought. He felt that 
his wife would not approve of his hat, and so had kept

it out of sight until now. After the dreaded moment had 
passed he looked over his collar and surveyed her.

“  W hat you goin' to do with the yaller cat? ” he inquired.
“  W e've got to leave her at Polly's on the way down. I 

wouldn't trust Joe to feed her. There ; you hold her while 
I get in .”

The wagon creaked and groaned as Mrs. Simpson labo­
riously climbed in, and then visibly sank on her side when 
she was finally seated.

“  W ell, you ready? Get up, there !” and Deacon Simp­
son and his wife had really started for the city.

T hey jogged along for nearly a quarter of a mile in 
silence. When they came to the turn in the road which 
would hide the house from view he stopped a moment 
and, turning around, surveyed it.

“  You'd better look at it, Maria, ef you want to see it 
for the last time. It looks kind o’ lonesome,” and he 
choked a little as he fumbled nervously at the reins.

“ I think w e’d better be goin' along,” was the cool 
answer, but inwardly his w ife's heart was wrung with pity 
for him. “  But I sha’n ’t say one word; he's got to change 
his own mind,” she thought.

“ Do you s’pose the yaller cat ’ll stay at Daughter 
Polly's ? ” was his next remark.

“  No ; I guess she'll run right back ; they generally do.”
“ W ell,— do you s’pose she’ll sta rv e?” and his voice 

quavered perceptibly as he asked the question, for the 
“ yaller c a t” was his special pet.

“ No ;  I don’t think she'll starve; but I kind o' guess 
she’ll look real peaked when we get back ; an’ then she’ll 
sort o’ worry for us all the tim e.” The deacon moved un­
easily, and once more they drove on in silence.

A t Polly's matters were not much better. A s the deacon 
embraced each of his grandchildren he visibly weakened, 
and his farewell to the baby was almost too much for him. 
He glanced im ploringly at his wife, but no help came from 
that q u arter; instead she said : “ W e must drive pretty 
fast now, father, if  we want to get there.” But as she 
said good-bye she whispered to her d au gh ter: “ I guess 
you can calc’late to come to supper same as usual, Sunday 
night.”

Then they continued their way. The old horse had now 
come to a walk, a very slow one, but his master did not 
urge him. He sat perfectly listless, despair and misery 
written on his face, and even the glory of his attire failing 
to add one ray of comfort. A s they approached the station 
Miss Jemima Hummers’s angular form was seen pacing 
back and forth.

“  Now or never,” thought his w ife, looking anxiously at 
him. He half rose from his seat, and, as she expressed it 
in telling Polly about it afterward, “  a real noble expres­
sion came into his face.”

“  Maria,” he said, sw itching the horse and making a 
sharp turn, “  ef you w ant to go to the city  you can. I'm 
a goin' home.”

SING A SONG OF CHRISTMAS.

Sin g  a song o f Christm as, N ow  th ey  a ll are  em ptied ;

Stockings fu ll of to y s ! Lots for me and you.
Just the things to please us W asn’t that a  p re tty  th in g

L ittle  g ir ls  and boys. F or Santa C lau s to do ?



SMELT-FISHING IN NORTHERN WATERS.

By J. H erbert Welch.

BOUND FOR THE OUTSIDE FISHING.

CUTTING HOLES THROUGH THE ICE.

sudden withdraw al from their element. T h e hapless 
smelts are thrown into the boat, and their bodies soon 
become stiff with the biting cold. In this frozen condition 
they are taken ashore and packed in boxes, and shipped 
b y  rail to N ew  Y ork  and the other great cities of the coun­
try, whence they are sent to the sm aller places ; in a very 
few  days after they have been taken from the sea off the 
Canadian shores some of them have found their w ay  to

the t a b l e s ,  of 
t h r i f t y  house­
w ives a thou- 
s a n d m i l e s  
aw ay.

W h i l e  t h e  
larger part of 
the supply of 
s m e l t s  come 
from Canada, 
t h e y  are not 
those of the fin­
est quality, one 
of the reasons 
being that the 
c o l d  o f  t h e  
Canadian coast 
freezes t h e m  
hard alm ost as 
soon as th ey are 
taken out of the 
water. T h e i r  
flesh being very  
delicate, t h i s  
freezing takes 

from it some of the fine flavor which m akes it so high­
ly  prized. Green smelts, that is, those which have not 
been frozen, are considered m uch the choicer. T h ere is 
another condition which enhances the quality of the smelt. 
It is w ell known that the sm elt enter the rivers and 
bays in the autum n and w inter to spawn. Some of 
them swim  far up the rivers, until th ey  leave the salt

HO W E V E R  vain of its grace and its silvery scales the 
sm elt m ay be as it frisks through its native ele­
m ent in the exuberance of youth, the fact remains 

that as an individual it is not important. It  is too small 
to cut much of a  figure in the world, or even at the end of 
a  fish-line. No fisherman ever tells the story with that fine 
an gler’s enthusiasm aroused on the catching of a b ig  bass, 
or salmon, or trout, when he has hooked m erely a sm e lt; 
and even in the 
finny tribe the 
individual sm elt 
is looked down 
upon, overshad­
ow ed, and sw al­
low ed nonchal­
a n tly  b y  fish of 
g reater bulk.

B ut there is a 
beautiful bal­
ance in the uni­
verse, and w hat 
the sm elt lacks 
in  size is-am ply 
com pensated for 
in  its quality.
A n d  that is w h y 
the smelt, while 
ind ivid ually  in­
s ig n i f ic a n t ,  is 
co llective ly  o f  
m u c h  c o n s e ­
quence. E v e ry ­
b o d y  w h o  is 
fam iliar w ith the gastronom ic qualities of our A m erican 
fish knows the sw eet, delicate flavor of the sm elt, and re­
gards it with much satisfaction in its brow n and crisp state 
upon a platter. T h ere is a  great and constant sm elt ap­
petite, and thousands of men are em ployed during the 
fa ll and w inter appeasing this appetite.

Supplying the m arkets-w ith the succulent sm elt has be­
com e a great industry during the 
last fifteen or tw en ty  years. In the 
deep w aters off the bleak shores oJ 
N ew  Brunsw ick and N ova Scotia 
sm elts live  in great sw arm s ; and 
m an y a  fisherman and his fam ily 
g a in  the necessities of life, and lit­
tle luxuries, too, such as Christ­
m as trees, and toys and candies 
for the children’s stockings, from 
sm elt - fishing. E v e ry  morning 
d u rin g  the season, just as the sun 
is rising out of the sea and sending 
lon g, slanting rays across the toss 
in g  w aters, the fishing schooners 
p u t out from  shore and scud away 
before the cold w inds to the places 
w here the sm elts are running,
T h en  the nets are low ered, and 
are raised before lon g h eavy  w itt 
m asses o f little  creatures whose 
s ilv e ry  scales glisten  in the sun as 
the fish leap and tw ist in great 
com m otion and excitem ent at their
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w ater a  lon g distance 
behind them . T h en , for 
some reason, they find it 
im possible to g et back.
T h e y  b e c o m e '  land­
locked, so to speak, and 
in some m ysterious m an­
ner m an y of them  find 
their w a y  into lakes that 
h ave no connection w ith  
the ocean. T h ese  fresh­
w ater sm elts are found in 
g reat abundance in the 
lakes o f M aine, and the 
M aine sm elts, because 
th ey are “ g r e e n ” and 
from  the fresh w ater, are 
most approved b y  epi­
cures. T h ese  lakes fur­
nish a large  p art o f the 
supply of the finest qu al­
ity  of sm elts, such as the 
expen sive restaurants in 
N ew  Y o rk  serve to their 
patrons.

It  is on the northern 
lakes th at sm elt-fishing 
rises above the level of a 
hard  occupation carried 
on for the necessities o f 
life, and becom es pictur­
esque and sportsm anlike.
T h e  m ain reason for this is th at the fish are not caugh t 
w holesale w ith  nets, but in d ivid ually , w ith  a  hook and line. 
W hen these bodies of w ater becom e g re a t w hite plain s of 
ice the sm elt-fishing begins in earnest. V e r y  sm all houses, 
that it seem s an in justice to call shanties, so trim  and n eat

are th ey, m ake a sudden 
appearance upon the new ­
ly  frozen surface. Som e 
of them  h ave been m oved 
out of protected places in 
t h e  w o o d s  alon g  the 
shore, w here th ey  h ave 
s t o o d  abandoned and 
n eglected  since the ice 
d isappeared in the early  
sp rin g ; others are o f new 
tim ber, and are recruits 
in the com pany o f fishing 
shanties. A s  fa r  as the 
eye can reach th e y  are 
scattered over the ice , 
and here and there is a  
little  group of them , ev i­
den tly  gath ered  a t a  
favo rite  fishin g ground. 
T h e y  look c h e e r l e s s  
enough out on the bleak 
and  w in d-sw ept lake, and 
during m ost o f the day 
there is  no sign  o f life  
about them  excep t thin 
w reaths o f b lue sm oke 
cu rlin g  out of th eir little  
ch im neys. B ilt  ev ery  
n ow  and  then a  door w ill 
open, and a  b lack  figure 
w ill com e out. I t  is a  b oy 

w ith  a sled, perhaps, w ho d raw s a  burden of fish off to the 
shore, or it m ay  be one of the fisherm en out fo r a  breath 
of fresh  air, or to take note o f the w eath er probabilities. 
W hen the shadow s o f the houses begin  to g ro w  lon g  on 
the ice, and the cold w in ter tw ilig h t is se ttin g  in, the door

 INTERIOR OF FISHING SHANTY.

A GROUP OF SHANTIES.
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A SHANTY ON A LONELY SHORE.

o f each o f the houses opens, and is locked  from  the outside 
b y  an u lstered  figure, and  the fisherm en and  the boys, 
d r a w i n g  th e  
sleds, go  tru d g ­
in g  hom e, u su­
a lly  w ith  a  b ig  
en ou gh  catch  o f 
sm elts to  pro­
v id e  su g ar an d  
c o f f e e  fo r  a  
w eek, and  per­
h ap s t o  b u y  
sister M ary  a  
n e w  w o o l e n  
dress, or little  
J o h n n y  t h e  
boots he n eed s 
for school. T h e  
sun is ju s t  be- 
g i  n n i n g  i t s  
d a i l y  jo u rn ey  
across the s k y  w hen the fisherm en return. T h e y  w aste  
no tim e in settlin g  dow n to th e d a y ’s occupation, for 
the sm elts b ite b est w h en  th e 
w eath er is cold  and  clear, and  the 
crisp, b righ t d a y s  offer opportun­
ities w hich  m ust not b e lost.

Y o u  are curious, o f course, as to 
th e interior o f th e little  houses on 
th e ice, an d  w h en  y o u  en ter one o f 
them  a  red-faced  fisherm an, w ith  
h an ds deep  in  th e  p ockets o f a 
g re a t o vercoat, g re e ts  y o u  w ith  
the w ords : “  I t ’s a  little  n ip p in ’
th is m o r n in g ; y o u  h ad  b e tte r  
com e in to  th e sh an ty  and  w arm  
up a  b it  b efore  sta rtin g  b a ck  to 
to w n .” Y o u  find the in side o f the 
house q u ite  d ifferen t from  the 
cheerless and  unadorned  exterior.
A  w arm  g lo w  o f h eat em an ates 
from  a  sm all sto ve, an d  the w alls , 
excep t in  th e sp aces occu p ied  b y  
the one or tw o  little  w in dow s, are 
covered  e v e ry w h e re  w ith  la rg e , 
str ik in g  p ictu res cu t from  illu s­

AN ENEMY OF THE SMELT

trated  new spapers. T h ese  serve 
the u tilitarian  purpose o f keep in g  
the w in d  from  com in g in through 
the cracks, and th e  aesthetic pur­
pose o f fu rn ish in g  a rt for the fish­
erm en to contem plate d urin g the 
lo n g  v ig ils  over the holes cut in 
the ice. A  ben ch  stretches a t one 
side o f the house, n ear these holes, 
of w h ich  there are  u su a lly  tw o 
th rou gh  the floor an d  through the 
ice  ; and  h ere the fisherm en sit 
w ith  their lin es in the w ater, w a it­
in g  fo r the little  tu g s  w hich are 
sign ifican t o f the end of a  foolish 
sm elt. E v e r y  m orn in g th e thin 
co atin g  o f ice w h ich  has frozen 
d u rin g  the n ig h t is cu t a w a y , and 
the sm elts w h ich  g a th e r  a t the 
holes fo r a ir  and  m ornin g food are 
soon seizin g  the hooks voraciou sly , 
and  p a y in g  for th eir m istake b y  
d y in g  upon th e floor o f the fish­

in g  sh an ty. T h e  b o ys load  them  on their sleds and 
h aul them  a w a y , retu rn in g  w ith  food  for the m en and

f u e l  f o r  t h e  
stove.

W h i l e  t h e  
s h a n t i e s  are 
u su a lly  located  
in  litt le  v illa g e s  
or colonies not 
fa r  f r o m  the 
shore, iso lated  
h o u s e s  m a y  
here an d  th ere 
be seen, som e 
o f them  m ere 
b la ck  s p e c k s  
a g a i n s t  the 
w h i t e  b a c k -  
gro u n d  o f ice 
in  th e d istan ce. 
S m all b o y s ’ le g s

an d  sleds b e in g  in ad eq u ate  m ean s o f tran sp ortation  and 
com m un ication  b etw een  th ese rem ote shan ties and the

GETTINO LIVELY.



94 DEM OREST'S FA M ILY MAGAZINE.

shore, fleet ice­
boats are often 
used. S w eep in g  
m a j e s t i c a l l y  
and w ith  w on­
d erfu l sw iftn ess 
across the froz­
en su rface, flit­
t in g  here and 
th ere ,an d  skim ­
m in g  a lo n g  lik e 
huge, w h i t e -  
w in ged  b ir d s ,  
th ey  add  not a  
little  to the p ict­
uresquen ess o f 
w in ter fishing 
in the northern 
lakes.

T h e  s m e l t ­
f i s h i n g  ends 
w ith  w in ter, but 
o ften a fter  the 
s tin g in g  c o l d  
has g iv e n  w a y  
to the g en tle  
breath  of sp rin g  and the ice has becom e too soft for the 
shanties, the fisherm en lin ger in th eir eagern ess to hold 
their bonanza as lon g  as possible. Som etim es th ey  leave 
a house on the ice too lon g ; this b eg in s to crack  w ith  loud 
reports, and  the sh an ty  and its occupants float a w a y  on 
an independent cake o f ice ; the house in such instances 
u su ally  finds a last resting-place a t the bottom  o f the lake, 
and the fisherm en reach shore a fter  a p assage that has 
been perilous and thrillin g.

T h e  sm elts cease to bite w hen the ice breaks up, for the 
reason th at th ey  th rive best in a  fr ig id  tem perature, and 
ju st as soon as the w ater loses the w in ter ch ill th e y  seek 
the cold depths, or g e t  to the ocean if  possible. T h is  pro­
c liv ity  fo r cold keeps the sm elt out o f southern w aters. 
T h e  southernm ost lim it o f its  w an d erin gs is the R aritan

HOMEWARD BOUND.

R iv er, in  N e w  
Jersey. H e r e  
its q u ality  is o f 
g r e a t  excel­
lence, as is the 
case w ith  the 
sm elts of L o n g  
Island Sound ; 
but, in accord­
ance w ith  the 
g e n e r a l  rule 
th at the best 
and m ost desir­
able th in gs are 
the scarcest and 
m ost difficult to 
o b t a i n ,  t h e  
sm elts o f the 
R a r i t a n  and 
the Sound are 
n o t  abundant 
enough to be of 
im portance in 
the m arket.

W h ile the con- 
s u m p t i o n  of 

sm elts in the U n ited  States has increased g rea tly  during 
the last fifteen years, a fact that is la rg e ly  ow ing to the 
increase o f transportation facilities betw een  our cities and 
the Canadian coast, the sm elt has been know n to fam e 
fo r centuries. John Sm ith, in a  le tter  descriptive o f 
A m erica, w ritten as far back as in 1622, says : "  O f sm elts 
there is such abundance th at the S a lv a g e s  doe take them  
up the rivers w ith  baskets l ike siev es .”  Josselyn, fifty- 
five years afterw ard , said  o f the sm elt : "  T h e  frost-fish 
is a little  b ig g e r  than a  gu d geon  and is taken in fresh 
stream s. W hen the w aters are frozen th ey  m ake a hole 
in  the ice to w hich the fish repair in g reat num bers, 

’ w here w ith  sm all nets bound to a  hoop about the bigness 
o f a  firkin-hoop, w ith  a  staff fasten ed  to it, th e y  take 
them  out o f the h o le .”

TOWING GREAT RAFTS AT SEA.Some
 years ago  C aptain H . R . R obertson, o f Mon­

treal, in itiated  a  m ethod o f floating g re a t rafts 
through the open sea w hich attracted  g rea t atten­

tion and achieved  notable success. U nder his personal 
direction a vast ra ft w as bu ilt in the St. L aw ren ce R iver, 
in the form  o f a  colossal cigar, and, b ein g  lashed together 
w ith  m assive chains, w as taken in tow  b y  a  pow erful tu g  
and brought sa fe ly  into N e w  Y o rk  harbor. L a te r  on, 
several other large  ra fts  w ere built under the direction of 
Captain R obertson, and he dem onstrated th e fa ct that 
they could be so b uilt as to  resist the force of the sea.

Subsequen tly  C aptain  R obertson visited  the Pacific 
coast for the purpose of m akin g  a lik e  experim ent on th at 
side o f the continent. Soon after reach in g there he 
associated h im self w ith  E. W. Baines, and set about the 
execution of his plans. T h e  first larg e  ra ft  w as b uilt a t 
Coos B ay, O regon. It  w as tow ed to sea successfu lly, but, 
encountering storm y w eather, the tu g  w as forced  to 
abandon the raft, w hich w as soon broken to pieces.

T h e  n ext attem pt w as m ade at Stella, W ashington , on 
the Colum bia R iver, but, like the first, m et w ith  disastrous 
failure. T h e  tu g  w ith the ra ft  succeeded in g e ttin g  some

distance dow n the coast, bu t encountered strong head 
w inds and h ea v y  seas. A s  the storm  increased, they 
began  to d rift northw ard, and, w h ile som e distance off 
the m outh o f the Colum bia R iv er, the ra ft  w ent to pieces. 
N oth in g w h atever w as saved.

N ot in the least d iscouraged b y  their h eavy  losses, 
Captain R obertson and Mr. B aines soon began building 
another r a f t ,—larg er than either of the preceding ones. 
T h is  w as over six  hundred feet lon g, and contained over 
500,000 fee t o f piles. I t  w as b u ilt stron gly  and securely. 
P rofiting  b y  past experience, the contractors availed  
them selves o f tw o ad van tages : th ey  chose a  tim e of the 
year w hen the sea w as the calm est, and also secured the 
services o f a  v e ry  p ow erfu l tug . T h e  third effort proved 
successful, for the colossal tow  reached San Francisco in­
tact, and the ow ners o f the ra ft realized  a handsom e profit 
on the b ig  contract. T h e  construction o f these g reat 
rafts prom ises to p ractically  revolutionize the shipm ent o f 
tim ber, piles, etc., on the P acific coast. I t  is claim ed 
th at piles can be shipped from  O regon and W ash in gton  
to San Fran cisco from  th irty-five to fo rty  per cent, cheaper 
b y  ra ft than on board sailing-vessels.



ELEONORA DUSE.

By A rthur Hornblow.

FI V E  years ago the wom an w ho is now  acclaim ed on 
both sides of the A tlan tic  as the g reatest o f liv in g  
actresses w as absolutely unheard of outside of Ita ly . 

Y e t  during those years of probation in her native land 
she possessed the sam e w onderful skill, the same dra­
m atic genius, that has m ade her w orld-fam ous to-day. 
No p layer before her has toiled so lon g and so patien tly  
in absolute obscurity to reap so brillian t and sudden a re­
ward.

Eleonora D use com es of a  fam ily  of Italian actors, and 
was born th irty-six  years ago  in V igevan o , a sm all town

sixteen she m ade her first great trium ph in V erona in the 
part of “ Ju liet," but even then no prom inent m anager was 
sufficiently interested to bid for her services. She con­
tinued to travel about the country, delighting her au­
diences w herever she w as seen, and yet, for some m yste­
rious reason, not a single echo o f her success reached the 
larg er cities. A s  the years rolled by, her powers grew  
more m ature, more subtle, truer to the highest art. Then 
cam e the engagem ent to p lay  at the old Florentine 
T h eatre ,— her first opportunity before a cultivated au­
dience. T h a t w as the turning-point. T h e  triumph w as
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ELEONORA DUSE, THE GREAT EMOTIONAL ACTRESS.

situated  betw een Piedm ont and L om bardy. H er gran d ­
father w as the L u ig i D use w ho established the G aribaldi 
T h eatre in Padua. H er father, also an actor of some re­
pute, w as in ve ry  poor circum stances. E leonora w as put 
to w ork on the stage before she w as tw elve  years old, 
and her ability  at that age m ust h ave been rem arkable, 
for she w as intrusted w ith  the m ost difficult parts, from  
“  Fran cesca da R im ini ” to “ Juliet. ” Y e t, far from posing 
as an in fan t prodigy, she used  to carefu lly  conceal her 
age lest her m anagers m igh t think her too youn g. So it 
w ent on year a fter year. She drudged and starved, re­
hearsing b y  d ay and acting a t n igh t, contributing to the 
support of her fam ily , and ever filled w ith a feverish am ­
bition w hich gav e  her strength to  keep up under the 
enormous physical and m ental strain. W hen she w as

com plete. T h e  fiat w ent forth all over Ita ly  that a new 
dram atic genius had arisen, and from  that day Eleonora 
D use’s fortune w as made. She w en t to G erm any, repeat­
ed her trium phs in Berlin and Vienna, came to Am erica, 
and then w en t to London, excitin g  enthusiasm every­
where. She w ill v is it A m erica this w inter for the third 
tim e.

T h e  secret of D use’s success is her great intelligence 
and the w onderful naturalness o f her actin g. She pos­
sesses to a rem arkable degree the rare g if t  o f perfect im­
personation ; that is, the pow er to com pletely subm erge 
one’s own iden tity  in that o f the character one assumes. 
H ow  thoroughly this m etam orphosis takes place when 
D use is actin g, she Herself tells :

“  Can any one believe than an artist is nothing better
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MADAME DUSE AS “ LA LOCANDIERA.”

“  M ay I be pardoned if  I quote 
m yself as an exam ple ? A n alyze 
me, study me, w hen I ’m up there 
on the stage. M y nerves, m y 
poor, tortured nerves vibrate hor­
rib ly , m y blood boils, m y pulse 
throbs, m y heart palpitates quick­
ly , m y brain seem s about to g ive  
w ay. I f  yon w atch me closely 
you ’ll see that I ’m unconscious of 
m y presence on the stage, that I 
forget the scenic fiction and liv e  
the reality, that I ’m not ‘ m yself,’ 
but ' M agda ' or ‘ Caesarine'  ‘ M ar­
guerite ’ or ‘ M irandolina,’ ‘ Cypri- 
enne’ or ‘ Fedora.’ I laugh w ith them , weep w ith  them, 
and rave, struggle, and betray w ith them. I g iv e  m y­
self aw ay, I refuse m yself, I  reven ge m yself, I live, love, 
and die. I t  is the poison of ' Fedora ’ that is mine, really 
in m y body. It  is genuine consumption, the ravagin g, 
terrible consum ption w hich  chokes m e in the arm s of 
' A rm an d.’ ”

It  w as a fter D use’s great trium ph in Germ any and 
A u stria  th at she signed a  contract w ith  C a r l and 'Theodor 
R osenfeld  to visit A m erica. She had not yet been  seen 
in London or Paris. She opened her first Am erican tour

MADAME DUSE AS “ CLEOPATRA.”

at the F ifth  A v e ­
nue T h e  a t r e , 
N ew  Y ork, o n 
January 23, 1893. 
Her com ing had 
not been herald­
ed with any great 
flourish of trum p­
ets, or with any 
of the prelim in­
aries which usu­
ally  attend the 
arrival here of a 
great star. She

MADAME DUSE AS “ CAMILLE.”

would not consent to be interview ed 
by the newspapers, nor w ould she per­
m it the displaying of posters or litho­
graphs in the street. She even found 
fau lt with the appearance o f her name 
in  the newspapers : ‘ ‘ I am not a 
circus, and I do not wish to be re­
garded as one.” Concerning her aver­
sion to bein g interview ed, she ex­
pressed herself as follow s :

" I  have a lw ays found it possible 
to succeed in m y w ork w ithout h a v ­
in g  to resort to m ethods which are, 
alas ! gen erally  adopted. I intend to 

adhere to m y resolution even in a country lik e Am erica, 
where, I am told, exaggerated  advertisin g is absolutely 
necessary. I believe there is in the U nited  States a pub­
lic  which is cultured, educated, and im partial, and that is 
the only public w hich interests me. T h a t public is as 
tired as I am of all this exaggeration  w hich attempts to 
deceive it, and of w hich one has not the slightest need in 
order to form  an independent and serious judgm ent.” 

L ik e  all highly-strung persons, D use is capricious, irri­
table, and alm ost constantly in ill-health. She has often 
lost to herself and 
m anagers thousands 
of dollars, ow ing to 
s u d d e n  indisposi­
tions brought on by 
hysterical e x c i t e ­
m ent, and she has 
often refused to p lay 
sim ply because her 
tem per w as ruffled.
She is quick to take 
offense and never 
forgives an in ju ry  or 
a  slight.

Som e of the N ew  
Y o rk  critics w ere 
slow  to recognize her 
genius, and t h e i r  
early  criticism s w ere 
an yth in g but enthu­
siastic though they MADAME DUSE IN STREET COSTUME.

MADAME DUSE.

t h a n  an - autom aton ? 
Can any one believe 
that one can be ‘ O thel­
lo ' as well as ' Mer- 
cadet,' ‘ O s w a l d ’ as 
w ell as ‘ A r m a n d ,'
 H am let ’ as w ell as 
' L a r i s , ’ without be­
com ing, for the time 
being, to the inm ost 
depths of one’s soul 
each of these men, w ith 
all his passions and 
mental torture ?
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MADAME DUSE AS “  MAGDA.”

could  h ard ly be unfavorable. H er real gen iu s, how ever, 
w on proper recognition for her in tim e, and she is g en ­
e ra lly  conceded to be the greatest actress now  on the stage.

A . M. Palm er, the veteran m an ager, a fter seein g her 
once as “  C am ille ,” expressed him self as fo llo w s : “  M adam e 
D use is the greatest actress I h ave ev er seen, not except­

in g  Bernhardt. H er actin g  is a revelation to m e. It is 
stupendous. I did not believe that such naturalness on 
the stage could be attained. D use g iv es  the . p erfect illu­
sion, and her im personations are absolutely  th rillin g  in 
their realism . She g iv es  a p erfect exposition of the art of 
actin g, such as this generation has not had an opportunity 
of se e in g .”

A lth o u gh  D use has attained such em inence on the stage, 
she is not w h olly  in love w ith  her profession. It is possi­
ble that the terrible hardships and stru gg le  she w ent 
through as a  child d isgusted  her w ith the callin g  lon g be­
fore the rew ard  cam e. A b o u t ten years ago  D use m arried 
an Italian journalist, b u t the union proved v e ry  unhappy, 
as it is a lw ays lik e ly  to be w here the w ife  earns the m oney 
and the husband spends it. It is said  th at those w ere the 
unhappiest years in  the actress's life . T h e  husband w as 
a  tyran t, and w ould often refuse D use m oney to b u y a pair 
o f shoes, although it w as m oney earned b y  herself. T h ese  
dom estic quarrels finally resulted in a  separation, and D use 
is not know n to h ave form ed an y  attachm ent since. D use 
has a d au gh ter, w ho is now  about nine years old, and she 
has sw orn that she w ill n ever allow  her to go  on the stage. 
She is ed u catin g  her in a convent, and the child has never 
b e e n . perm itted  to even see the interior of a theatre, and 
so, of course, has n ever seen her m other play.

T h e re  are m an y 
odd th in gs told  of 
D use. S h e has cu ri­
ous likes and  dis­
likes. She is v e ry  
eccentric, and w ill 
disappear for d ays 
a t a  tim e, no one 
kn o w in g  w here she 
has gon e. B u t these 
peculiarities a r e ,  
a fter all, th e p riv i­
lege  o f genius. She 
is co n stan tly  read in g  
Sh akespeare, w hich  
she carries around in 
a  little  bag, and sh e 
is v e ry  fond of F la u ­
b ert’s novel, “  M ad­
am e B o v a ry .” MADAME DUSE IN HOUSE DRESS.

SOCIETY FADS.

EV E R Y  season society, or the fem inine h a lf of it, takes 
to its  heart and silken lap  a n ew  breed of pet dog. 
L ast spring, the m ajority  of fashionable w om en 

w ere follow ed about b y  tall, e legan tly  slender, haugh ty, 
an d  high-bred R ussian Borzios. T h e y  w ere expensive, 
quick-tem pered, and not very  intelligent, and their reign  
w as short. Since the autum n set in, a  nice, cozy, clever 
little  lap-dog has been in dem and, and the choice is the 
B elgian griffon. T h is is a rough-coated, quick-w itted, 
affectionate little beast, and his vogue is all his best friends 
could w ish for him, H e is destined to m ake a  great noise 
a t  the bench show next spring ; he catches up tricks as a 
child  does words, and instead of a collar he w ears a girdle. 
T h is  is a bracelet of soft leather, encircling the dog’s body 
an d  studded w ith m inute silver sleigh-bells ; so the g rif­
fon m akes m usic w herever he goes. R eally , he goes 
alm ost everyw here, and undoubtedly it ’s only reverence 
fo r the sacred edifice that is keeping him out of church. 
T h e  last whim  of the fashionable m aiden is to take her

dog to the theatre. T h a t  is aga in st the rules ; but w hen a  
group o f five, tall, p retty  dam sels, e v ery  one w ith  a  fa ith ­
fu l F ido  under her arm , presented tickets a t a  m atinée not 
lon g  ago , the m an ager o f the play-house bow ed to the 
inevitable. H is a ltern ative  la y  betw een adm ittin g  the 
little dogs or losin g  five va lu ed  patronesses, and he m ade 
w a y  g racefu lly  before the dogs. T h e y  g a v e  v e ry  sligh t 
trouble, snored peacefu lly  through the p lay , a te  chocolate 
bonbons, and otherw ise p u t the theatre b ab y  to the blush. 
Since then Fido and his fellow s h ave becom e regu lar atten d­
ants at the m atinée, and apparen tly  en joy the sta ge  v a s tly  
m ore than the tedious afternoon parade on the aven ue.

Something accom plished, som ethin g done in the ath letic 
w ay, is the m eans now  b y  w hich  this w in ter ’s d ébu tan tes 
are earn ing their n ig h t’s repose. She w ho m erely  sw in g s 
clubs or dum b-bells, clim bs ladders and toils a t a horizontal 
bar for m uscle, is considered the veriest H s is sy .”  H eroic 
w ork is now  the th in g, and the new  ath letic  club for
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wom en, ju st finished, is no m ore than a vast shed, w ith  a 
beaten earth floor. T h is  is so contrived  not only to per­
m it aerial work, but the new  pastim e of ham m er-throw ing 
and “ p u ttin g  the shot ”  A t  first, brothers w ho heard of 
this new  m ove am ong their pretty , am bitious sisters, cried 
the w hole th in g  down as a  typ e o f athletics outside the 
fem inine realm  ; but to the m odern g irl alm ost ev ery­
th in g  is possible, and the débutante in N ew  Y o rk , w ho is 
acknow ledged  to be the belle o f this season, can sw in g  
and throw  her ham m er, not so far as the m ale cham pions, 
but nearly as far as her brother in Y a le , w ho is the prize

athlete in his class. She can put the shot, too, ever so far- 
across the dirt floor of her gym nasium , but there is one 
you n g  m arried w om an who can put it further. Both of 
these handsom e am azons are five feet, e ight and three 
quarters of an inch tall, w ear six  and a h alf g loves, and are 
inordinately proud of their b ig , round, w h ite arms. T h ey  
don’t speak a  w ord of an y  foreign lan gu age, don’t play 
on an y instrum ent, and are d readfu lly  aw kw ard  at fancy 
w ork ; but they are arden tly  adm ired in society, w here 
the slim , fragile , helpless m aiden is no lon ger the highest, 
typ e o f w om an ly perfection. Madame L a Mode.

CHRISTMAS IN SEVERAL LANDS.

Descriptions for D emorest’s Magazine of D ifferent Christmas Customs, and a P rotest

A gainst the A buse of One.

A  C A R O L  W I T H  A  C A U T IO N .

Rev. D r. R obert Collyer, the E minent P astor of the 
Church of the Messiah, N ew Y ork, T ells of a 

Scotch Christmas and D raws a Moral.

W hen I w as a b oy in Scotlan d I used  to g e t up a t four 
o’clock C hristm as m orning, and a crow d o f us w ould go  
through the v illage  shouting at the top o f our voices : “ A

m erry  C hristm as ! W ak e up ! 
W ake up ! ” T h is  sounded 
the key-note to our C hrist­
mas. T h ere  w as little  g if t ­
g iv in g  ; it  w a s n ecessarily  a 
fru g a l holiday, bu t it  w as fu ll 
of good  - n atured  m errim ent 
and w e fe lt  the thrill o f the 
true C hristm as spirit. It  w as 
and is a  glorious tim e. It  
is the children ’s carn ival ; 
the m idsum m er o f ch arity  ; 
the spring-tide of good-w ill 
to m e n ; the tim e of y ea r 
w hen the h eaven s open and 
an gels com e dow n to sin g  
to sailors on the ocean, to 

o ld-country folks in the lone reaches o f n ew  colonies, 
to people in hospitals, poor-houses, and  m ansions, and 
“ the h u ts w here poor m en lie .”  I w ou ld  not degrade 
the beau tifu l festiv a l b y  overdoin g  it. T h e  m an w ho does 
m ost for h is fellow -m en, according to h is m eans, does best.

Still, I th in k it  is not hard to see how  w e m ay spare 
even  at the Christm as-tide, and do m ore and better than if  
w e spend. I f  a  m an spends the m on ey he o ugh t to save to 
p a y  his debts, w hen he kn ow s v e ry  w ell th at he can p ay  
them  on ly  b y  sa v in g , th e g iv in g  w h at he b u ys r ig h t and 
le ft  w ith  an open hand., is to  h is ow n sham e. N o t a  pen n y 
ough t to be laid  out in g ifts  w e can w ell le t alone. W e 
should n e ver spend w hen w e ough t to spare, especially  if  
w e h ave  fam ilies. O ne o f the saddest th in gs I h ave  seen 
in m y life  has been fam ilies le ft  destitute th rou gh  a  
certain  easy-go in g  gen ero sity  in  the m an out of w hose 
life  th ey sp rang, w ho laid  up n oth in g  for a  rain y day. 
I can easily  im agin e how  such a  m an w ould be g la d  to 
exch an ge his harp an d  crow n , if  he should find h im self 
in  H eaven , for good six-per-cent, stock,— supposing a  
m an could go  th ere w ho, th rough  his ow n carelessness, 
has le ft  a  w ife  and fa m ily  o f little  children w ith ou t a 
p en n y in  the w orld.

A N  O L D -T IM E  S O U T H E R N  C H R IS T M A S . 

T homas Nelson Page, the W ell-Known Story Writer,
Speaks of the Holiday Season in the Hal­

cyon D ays Before the W ar.

T here w as no other tim e o f the y e a r  lik e  Christm as, 
in  the O ld  South. * W eek s and even m onths before the 
h o lid ays, p reparation s fo r them  began . T h e  corn w a s 
h u sked  and  stored a w a y , the 
h ogs w ere k illed  and the lard  
tried, th e sau sage m eat w as 
m ade, and the b ig g e s t  tu rk ey  
gobb ler w as fa tten ed  to a  state 
th at w o u ld  m ake him  a  su m p ­
tuous sp ectacle a t the C h rist­
m as dinner. A s  the h o lid ay  
o f h o lid ays drew  near, the 
w eath er u su a lly  g re w  crisp 
and cold, p u ttin g  n ew  life  and 
b u o ya n cy  into ev eryb o d y.
T h e  m en in the w oods, cu t­
tin g  dow n the h ick o ry  fo r  the 
C hristm as fires, sw u n g  their 
axes w ith  v im  and sp irit, 
sen d in g the w h ite  ch ips fly in g  
and cau sin g  the trees to crash dow n in rapid, succession.

T o w a rd  ev en in g  on th e  d a y  before C hristm as, expecta­
tion, p articu larly  am on g the y o u n ger m em bers o f the fam ­
ily , rose to  fever-h eat, for the team  h ad  gon e to the depot 
to m eet Jack  and  h is chum  from  co llege, and  the cousins 
from  the c ity , an d  w a s  exp ected  b ack  ev e ry  m inute. 
W h en  the lam ps w ere  lit  th e cu rtain s w ere  not drawn, so 
th at the house w o u ld  look b r ig h t an d  th e lig h ts  gleam  out 
a  w elcom e. T h e  yo u n g  lad ies ap p eared  in charm ing w hite 
gow n s ; and  in th e  k itch en  th ere w a s g re a t hustle in the 
prep arin g  o f a  fittin g  supper fo r  th e  h u n g ry  travelers. 
A t  last the children, w h o  had been run n in g to the door 
e v e ry  tw o  or th ree m inutes, b eg a n  to shout excited ly :

 H ere th e y  com e, here th e y  com e!” and a  m om ent later 
there w as a  sound o f w h eels an d  sh outin g and g rea t com ­
m otion ontside. T h e re  w a s la u g h te r  th at w as not fa r  
rem oved from  tears, and k isses and hu gs. T h e  Christm as 
p a rty  had  arrived .

I t  w ould  take a  lo n g  tim e to tell o f the m an y jo y s  o f 
th at C hristm as-tide ; o f how  the stockin gs w ere h u n g  u p ; 
and how  the children  in th e  m orning, too e a ge r to  dress, 
ran  from  door to door, lik e  w h ite  m ice, shoutin g “  M erry  
C hristm as, m erry  C hristm as o f the good  cheer o f the-
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Christm as dinner ; o f the g a y e ty  o f the gam es and dances 
a fterw ard  ; o f the negro supper and p arty , superintended 
b y  the m istress, and o f the negro w ed d in g  w hich u su a lly  
follow ed. It w as a charm ing tim e, in w hich there w as no 
ostentation, but on ly  good-w ill and sin cerity  and happi­
ness. It  w as typical of the O ld South. T h e  South of 
to-day is of course different in m an y respects from  the 
South before the w ar, but the form er conditions are to 
some extent bein g revived  ; the old fam ilies are ren o vatin g  
their estates, and C hristm as is becom in g con stan tly  m ore 
like the old days.

A N  A R C T I C  C H R IS T M A S .

Mrs. Josephine P eary, Wife of L ieutenant P eary, the 
A rctic E xplorer, T ells of a Christmas Spent 

on the Desolate Coast of G reenland.

W e le ft Brooklyn on our stanch little  vessel, the 
“  K ite ,” on June 9th, 1891, and after h a v in g  pitched and 
tossed in Northern w aters for m onths, and broken through 
the ice-barriers of the Belle Isle  Straits, and skirted  for 
hundreds of m iles the ice-bound coast o f G reenland, w e 
were in D ecem ber in w inter quarters on the shore of M c­
Corm ick B ay. T h e  little house w hich  the sh ip ’s crew , or 
the “ b o ys,” as w e called them , had put up for us w as

rath er cozy, and w e w ere 
quite com fortable, despite the 
fact th at the therm om eter w as 
m an y degrees below  zero m ost 
of the tim e, and the sun h ad  
com pletely deserted us, n ever 
appearin g above the horizon. 
T h e tim e passed q u ick ly  , and 
alm ost before w e realized  it 
Christm as w a s upon us.

On the d a y  before the holi­
d ay w e h ad  the b oys thor­
ough ly  clean  the tw o room s 
o f the house, and I deco­
rated  them  w ith  p in k net­
tin g  and ribbons, and A m eri­
can flags. W e spent m ost 

of the even in g chatting and p lay in g  gam es. A t  m id­
n igh t Mr. P eary  and m yself retired to our room , to open 
letters and boxes and parcels w hich friends h ad  g iv en  
us at the outset of our. journey, w ith  special instruc­
tions not to open them  until tw elv e  o ’clock on C hrist­
m as E v e . T h e  little  g ifts  brou gh t to m e a  v iv id  realiza­
tion o f our position on the g rea t p lain  o f N orthern ice, 
and of how  fa r  from  civilization and  hom e and friends w e 
w ere ; and I pictured to m yself th e C hristm as E v e  in the far 
South, v e ry  d ifferent from  our own. T h e  ev en t of the n ext 
d ay  w as the Christm as dinner. A t  h alf-past fou r w e sat 
dow n to the feast, and it  w a s  quite a  sum ptuous repast, 
considering th at w e w ere a thousand m iles from  an y  m ar­
ket. W e had salm on and rabbit pie w ith  green  pease, and 
venison w ith  cranberry sauce, corn an d  tom atoes, plum ­
pudding, apricot-pie, pears, candy, nuts, raisins, and 
coffee. I t  w as a  v e ry  jo lly  dinner. W e arose from  the 
table a t  half-past seven ; and w hen ev ery th in g  h ad  been 
cleared  aw ay, the table w as set again  and the E skim os 
w ere called  in. T h e y  w ere v e ry  good-natured and 
lau gh ed  continually  over their attem pts to use the dishes 
o'f civilization, b u t th ey w ere no m ore am used than w e 
were.

O urs w as the only Christm as celebration in all G reen­
land. W e w ere, indeed, the only w hite people on th at 
great stretch of dreary c o a s t ; but despite the desolation 
w e en joyed  our A rctic  Christm as.

CH RISTM AS IN PARIS.

Paul de L ongpre, the Celebrated F lower Painter.
Describes the Christmas Celebration 

in His N ative City.

T he celebration of Christmas in Paris begins at mid­
night on Christmas Eve, with an impressive mass in all 
the churches. The people flock to them to hear the fine 
music, the organ and the choral singing and the solos. 
From that time till morning I 
the streets are thronged with 
people, and the restaurants 
are crowded with merry par­
ties, who sing and laugh and 
enjoy themselves very much.
A  spirit of gayety has taken 
possession of the city. It is 
the same throughout Christ­
mas Day. Everybody wants 
to get out and mingle with 
the crowds and absorb the 
prevailing enthusiasm. The 
restaurants continue to be 
filled with merry-makers, and 
everybody is eating the white 
chicken s a u s a g e s  without 
which Christmas would seem unlike itself in Paris. The 

-family reunions, the social gatherings, are held in the 
evening. Excepting Santa Claus’s gifts to the children, 
there is no exchange of presents; that is reserved for 
New Year’s Day. Christmas is simply a time of general 
gayety and rejoicing.

T H E  T R U E  CH RISTM AS SP IR IT, AN D  T H E  
FA LSE.

E leanor K irk A mes, the Brooklyn A uthor and 
E ditor, P rotests A gainst the A buse of 

One Christmas Custom.

One of the prettiest of Christmas customs is the ex­
change of little remembrances which signify thoughtful­
ness and affection. They engender a warm heart-glow 
if given and received in the true spirit. But the trouble 
is that the true Christmas 
spirit is very often wholly 
lacking in the exchange of 
Christmas gifts. People fre­
quently give because they re­
ceived last year, or think they 
will receive this year; they 
feel an obligation. There is 
often a pretty rivalry as to 
who will give the greatest 
number or the most expen­
sive presents ; there is often 
an unworthy jealousy ; there 
is worry for days and weeks 
before, and money is spent 
which can be ill-afforded.
Thus the day may become 
one of bitterness and bad feeling, instead of one of joy 
and good will. Its glorious import is lost. I believe on 
this account that there ought to be less giving of presents 
at Christmas. Let the custom be confined to members 
of one’s own family and the one or two outside its circle 
who are very dear, and even to them let the gifts be 
simple and unostentatious and inexpensive. Then, if  
they are given with sincerity, they will be priceless.



THE F A T A L  KNOT-HOLE.

B y  E rnest Jerrold.

W hen alive the sparrow had been the pet of M ickey I 
Finn, the ten-year-old son o f the sturdy quarrym an. T h e 
b o y  snared the bird one d ay  w ith a  slip-noose m ade of 
thread. T h e pugnacious disposition of the sparrow  and 
the skillfu l m anner in w hich it had used its beak upon 
his finger had aw akened the b o y ’s adm iration, and he re­
leased it after a  cap tiv ity  of only one day. In order that 
he m ight recognize the bird if  he chanced to see it 
again, he tied a  blue ribbon around i t s  neck, M ickey 
w as d elighted  to see that the sp arrow  rem ained in the 
v icin ity  o f the shanty. In the m orning w hen he fed  the 
chickens, the bird flew down from  the m aple tree to 
g e t  its share of the m eal. O ne m orning M ickey m issed 
th e  sparrow , but in the even in g it returned and brought 
tw en ty  other pugn acious and vituperative little  bunches 
o f  feathers. T h is addition to his a v ia ry  filled the b o y ’s 
h eart w ith  jo y , and d ay  b y  d ay the relations betw een him 
an d  the birds becam e m ore intim ate. T h e y  grew  so tam e 
th at th ey  sat on his shoulder and ate from  his hand.

A s  the w eeks flew  b y  the bird  colony increased in 
num bers, until a t the end of a  m onth nearly tw o hundred 
sparrow s used  the yard  in the rear of the shan ty as a 
rendezvous and took ad van tage of M ickey ’s k in d ly  hos­
pitality . E v e ry  m orning w hen the boy w ent out to m ilk 
the n an ny-goat he saw  sparrow s everyw h ere, jaw in g  
a w a y  lik e  garrulous wom en. T h e y  perched upon the 
fence-top, the roof of the shanty, and covered the chicken 
coop w ith  a  cloud of feathers. A n d  w hen he appeared 
w ith  a  dish o f Indian m eal in his hand, there w as a sud­
den uprising, a , liftin g  of w in gs, w hich seem ed to cloud 
the sun. W h en  he had  placed the pan of corn-m eal near 
the door a  savage  rush w as m ade for it, each sparrow  
figh tin g  fiercely  for m ore than its share. B u t it w as 
M ick ey ’s especial pleasure to w atch  the sparrow  w ith  
the blue ribbon. She exercised a  censorship over the 
noisy, quarrelsom e flock, and 'while th ey  w ere feedin g 
she drove b ack  the g lu tton s w ith her w in gs and sharp 
beak, and helped the w eaker ones to secure a portion.

A ll  d ay  the sparrow s tw ittered  around the shanty, but 
a t  tw ilig h t th ey flew  a w a y  over the hills, returning at sun­
rise w ith  u n failin g  regularity. M ickey w as sorely troubled 
o v e r  the disappearance of the birds. Several tim es as they

flew aw ay into the tw ilight he tried to follow them, but 
alw ays without success, as the birds flew so fast that they 
were soon lost to sight in the gathering darkness and the 
distance. One evening, as the flock dipped over the brow 
of th e hill, a quarter of a mile aw ay, M ickey turned toward 
the shanty, saddened b y  the departure of his pets. Just as 
he opened the kitchen door a faint, far report smote his 
ear. H e turned, and saw  the sparrows flying back to the 
shanty. A s they came nearer he saw a trail of feathers 
behind them, w hile the birds uttered little cries of alarm. 
W hen the flock reached the shanty in headlong flight, two 
of the sparrows turned som ersaults in the air, and 
dropped w ith outspread w in gs dead into the yard. Three 
others w ere unable to stand w hen the flock alighted, and 
tum bled helplessly from  the fence. T h eir legs were 
broken. W hen M ickey picked up one of the wounded 
birds a shot fell from its coat of feathers into his hand. 
H e took them  into the kitchen and tried w ith bungling, 
boyish surgery, to bandage up their broken legs w ith  the 
help of m atches and cotton. B u t the delicate birds had 
been too severely shocked. One b y  one they flew over the 
river into the calm land, and M ickey buried their bodies 
in the back yard, using a  tom ato can for a  coffin.

Then cam e the blizzard, sw eepin g down the va lley  from 
the Catskills. W ith  vicious, sn arling m align ity  it swept 
along, tearing shingles from  the roofs, strew in g its path with 
the lim bs of trees, how lin g its rage in alternate hissings and 
bellow ings. A s  the tw iligh t deepened, and the grim  dark­
ness of the n ight shut in the va lley, the tem pest grew 
more furious. It sm ote the F in n  shan ty like a solid, 
w renching the w indow  blinds from  their fastenings. 
W hirlw inds as keen as a  razor s edge cam e how ling down 
the chim ney, scattering g lo w in g  em bers over the floor.

“  M ickey, dear,” said  Mrs. F in n ,” 'tis a bitter night for 
the nanny and the chickens. D id  y e  take care o' thim ? ”

“ F aith  I did, m other,” replied the boy. “ D idn’t I 
p lug up the holes in the chicken coop lasht week wid 
paper. T h ere ’s only w an w eeny hole in  the door that’ll 
do no harrum . A n d  the nan ny has enough dried leaves 
and straw  over her as’ll do for a  dozen like her.”

T h e  chicken coop consisted of tw o parts. T he larger 
portion w as an open fram e w ork of lath; where the 
chickens scratched and exercised, w hile the smaller part 
w as boarded up tig h tly  to protect them  in cold weather. 
Perched on a stick run nin g across the coop were six 
D om inick hens, a  Shanghai rooster, and a bantam 
rooster. T h e  eager and b itin g  air had caused the 
chickens to huddle close together for m utual warmth, but 
still th ey  shivered as the blizzard sifted  snow down upon 
them  from  cracks in the roof, until th ey  w ere covered 
w ith  a w hite blanket. M eanw hile, M ickey had forgotten 
the sparrow s. H e supposed th ey had  flown back to their 
usual sleeping places. But, frighten ed  b y  the cruel shot,

U P O N  the parlor w all of the Finn shanty hung a cheap 
chromo of the Christ. Upon the fram e of the 
chromo w as perched the stuffed body of an E n g ­

lish sparrow. Its head was perked on one side in a listen­
ing attitude, while the tail stuck upward as if  the feathery 
rudder w ere about to steer the plum p body on an aerial 
journey. Pendant from the bill o f the sparrow b y  a thread 
hung a sm all piece of pasteboard bearing the legend :
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the little  birds had  rem ained around the sh an ty  u n til the 
b lizzard  came. T h en  the force of the w in d  w as so great 

. that th ey  w ere unable to fly  aga in st it, and th ey  hovered 
around the sh an ty  and the chicken coop, h id in g  under the 
eaves and in sheltered spots. B u t as th e n ig h t w ore on 
the cold increased in in ten sity, until it  w as ten  d egrees 
below  zero. T h e  sharp breath  o f the b lizzard  searched 
its b itin g  w a y  through the d ow n y feath ers co verin g  the 
breasts of the sparrow s, and in an hour ten  o f them  w ere 
frozen to death. A ll  o f the sparrow s w ou ld  h ave  died ere 
m orning w ere it not fo r the d iscovery  o f a  knot-hole in 
the chicken-coop b y  the sparrow  w ith  th e blue ribbon. 
T h e g la d  new s w as im parted  in  bird  la n g u a g e  to the 
entire flock, and in  a  short tim e each sparrow  h ad  
squeezed its  body th rou gh  the knot-hole into the com ­
parative w arm th  o f th e coop. T h e  in ten se cold  h ad  
driven all fear o f the chickens from  the breasts o f the 
sparrow s, and w ith  reckless hardihood th ey  flew  upon 
the stick  w here the chickens w ere perched. T h e  bantam  
rooster m uttered  sleep ily  as three sp arrow s craw led  b e­
tw een his legs and spread them  apart, w h ile  the w e ig h t 
o f e igh t sh iverin g  birds caused h im  to sq uat nearer to  the 
perch. W ith  m uch flu tterin g  o f w in gs b y  the sparrow s, 
and gen tle  com plainings on the p a rt o f the chicken s, the 
birds a ll settled  them selves fo r a  com fortab le  n ig h t’s 
sleep. B u t this d id  not su it th e  v ic io u s b lizzard.

T h e  w ind shifted  its direction, and now  it beat fiercely  
against the door o f the coop. W ith  m alicious cru elty  it  
sought out the knot-hole and sa n g  th rou gh  it a  solo of 
devilish g lee . A n d  the air o f th e solo w as filled w ith  fine 
snow and sleet frozen hard as grou n d  g lass. T h is  b itter, 
b iting, insistent death-chill w as d riven  th rou gh  the knot­
hole w ith a  hideous shriek, lik e  steam  from  a  w histle. I t  
smote the pyram id  o f feath ers an d  sp rayed  it w ith  icy  
crystals. I t  froze th e com b o f th e S h a n g h a i rooster and 
caused the bantam  to sh iver as w ith  agu e. I t  happened  
that the bantam  rooster w a s  perched r ig h t in lin e w ith  the 
knot-hole and received  th e fu ll force o f the b last. O ne b y  
one the sp arrow s betw een  his le g s  and upon his b a ck  w ere 
overcom e. C h illed  to the h eart th e y  fe ll to th e grou n d  
w ith  a  so ft thud. S u d den ly  the hole in  the door w a s

p lu gged  up, the rem ain in g  birds settled them selves com­
fortab ly, and the m ass of anim ate feathers dropped off 
into the land of dream s.

W hen the sun arose over the B erkshire H ills next morn­
in g , the blizzard  had spent its fury. T h e  snow reflected 
back in d azzlin g  radiance the rays of the rising sun.. 
W h en  M ickey opened the door o f the shanty at six  o’clock 
to feed  the chickens and m ilk  the nan ny before goin g  to 
school, he w as alm ost buried under an avalanche of snow, 
w hich had piled again st the door during the night. H e 
forced his w a y  through the d rift and, p an tin g  w ith exer­
tion, reached the chicken-coop. A s  he placed his hand on 
the hasp to open the door his eye  w as caught by the flutter 
o f a piece of blue ribbon from  the knot-hole. T h e  ribbon 
w as around the neck o f a  sparrow  into w hose sightless 
eyes beat the g lo ry  o f the sun.

T h e  slender legs  w ere bent under the body. T h e  head w as 
turned aside as if  to escape the fu ry  of the blizzard. V e ry  
ten d erly , alm ost reveren tly , the b o y  took the frozen body 
from  the hole, opened the door of the coop, and w en t into 
the sh an ty, w h ile  a  cloud o f h u n g ry  sparrow s flew  about 
his head  and perched on h is shoulders. H e placed the 
dead sp arrow  upon the tab le, w h ile  the liv in g  birds flew 
to the m antel and the chairs, and  w alked  around saucily.

"  W h at happened th e w e en y  little  bird, M ickey ? ”  asked 
the b o y ’s m other w ith  gen tle  solicitude.

T h e  voice of th e boy trem bled  as he replied  :
"  W ell, I dunno, m other ; I ’m a fth er findin' her frozen 

stiff in  the hole in the chicken-coop door.”
* * * * *

O n C hristm as ev en in g , w hen the bell in St. M ary ’s 
steeple w as ch im in g th e ca ll to vesp ers, Mrs. F in n  w en t 
into  her h u m b le parlor.

T h e  b en ign an t, sorrow ful face  o f the C hrist looked dow n 
a t h er w ith  p ity in g  com passion from  its  cheap en viron­
m ent. A  m ist cam e into  the w om an ’s eyes as she looked 
at the stuffed  sp arrow  p erched  ju s t  above the S avio u r’s 
h ead, an d  h er b reast h ea v ed  as she m urm ured :

“  Sh u re the b a b y  an gels m ust b e  thro w in ’ crum bs to y e  
now  th rou gh  the go ld en  bars o ’ H e a v e n ’s gate , an* y e  
a fth er d y in ’ to sa v e  ye r  fr ie n d s.”

FUN WITH SOAP BUBBLES.

HOW T O  MAKE A SOAP BUBBLE THAT WILL LAST FOR THREE DAYS.

By J. Carter Beard.

W H A T  a  delicate aerial creation  is  a  soap b u b b le  !
Born of a  breath  it  floats a  b rie f m om ent in the 
air, peopled b y gen eration s o f rich  and  b e a u tifu l 

colors, and then vanishes forever. A t  first h ueless and 
transparent as g lass, it  tak es on a  b eau tifu l carm ine red, 
m ingled w ith  green, that is fo llo w ed  b y  azu re blue and 
golden ye llo w , then dark spots appear and  the bubble 
breaks. H ow  often h ave I w ish ed  it could  b e m ade per­
m anent. Serious-m inded scientists, w ho w o u ld  n atu ra lly  
be supposed to b e above b u sy in g  th em selves about b low ­
in g  bubbles, h ave  not on ly  w ish ed  but h a ve  exerted  them ­
selves to find out how  to accom plish  this. T h e re  are 
various questions w ith  regard  to the in terferen ce  of ray s 
o f lig h t and the separation o f the w h ite  ra y  into its color- 
constituents that interested  them , and w h ich , unless the 
bubbles th ey  studied w ould  consent to becom e a  little  m ore 
perm anent, it w ould be difficult to  in v estigate . T h e  resu lt 
w as th ey in ven ted  the perm an ent bubble, w ith  a  lease o f

life  exten d ed  from  a  m om ent to qu ite  a  lo n g  period, in 
som e cases to as m uch as th ree d ay s’ tim e.

T h e  fa c t  w a s b rou gh t to m y notice a  fe w  d ays sin ce on 
b e in g  in v ited  to  look a t a  n ew  Japan ese crystal g lob e o f 
clouded quartz. A  frien d  o f m ine told  m e he had late ly  
procured it, an d  ask ed  m e to  call and see h is treasure. 
A lth o u gh  I k n o w  the Japan ese are fam ous for the beauti­
fu l spheres th e y  m ake from  rock crystal, I n ever heard  o f 
one m ade o f clouded quartz, an d  w as proportionately in ­
terested  an d  an xiou s to see it. W h en  it  w as show n m e it 
w as u n d er a  g la ss  shade. I t  w a s a  perfect sphere about 
fou r in ches in  diam eter, the su rface o f an opaque w h ite  
color, over w hich  w as a  b eau tifu l iridescence o f varied  
colors.

"  W h y  do yo u  keep  it  under g la ss  ? ” I  asked.
"  L if t  th e g lass, touch it, and  you  w ill see ,” an sw ered  

m y frien d , sm iling.
I d id  so, and the Japan ese crysta l sphere burst and
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vanished, setting free a cloud of smoke. It was neither 
more nor less than a soap bubble filled with cigar smoke,— a 
smoke bubble ! My friend burst into laughter and I could 
but join him. T h e children, several of whom were present, 
enjoyed it immensely. I begged him to tell me how such 
a  bubble could be made and he very  readily complied, 
and if any reader of this is so minded he can make as many 
o f these Japanese globes of clouded crystal as he cares to.

T h e mixture for m aking permanent bubbles must be 
prepared in a room where the temperature is at least sixty- 
six degrees Fahrenheit. Dissolve at a gentle heat one part 
o f castile or Marseilles soap, previously cut into thin shav­
ings, in forty  parts of water (distilled if  possible), and 
when the solution is cold filter it. T his done carefully, 
m ix in a flask or bottle b y  violent and continued agitation, 
a  little at a time, two parts of glycerine w ith three parts of 
the above-mentioned solution, and then allow it to stand 
where it w ill collect no dust. T h e liquid, which is at first 
clear, soon begins to grow  turbid. A fter  a few  days a 
white precipitate w ill be seen to have risen to the top of 
the liquid and the rem ainder to have grow n clear again. 
D raw  the clear portion off w ith a syphon (a bent tube) and 
preserve it for use. T o  use a syphon it is necessary first 
to fill it, and then plunge the shorter arm into the liquid to 
be drawn off.

T h e liquid resulting from  the process you have gone 
through w ith is called g ly ce r ic  liq u id  ; and it would be a

first-rate article to put up for sale at fairs, and could be 
easily recommended to purchasers by having several bub­
bles under bell-glasses on exhibition. T he films it forms 
are of such strength and permanence that a bubble four 
inches in diameter m ay be kept in the open air of a room 
for three hours, if supported upon a ring of iron or bone 
one and a half inches in diameter. A  copper wire bent 
into the form of a hoop of the given dimensions will 
answer the same purpose, or the bubble m ay be allowed 
to rest on some soft woolen fabric. I f  kept under a  glass 
shade, as before stated, a bubble has been known to re­
main unbroken for three days. I f  it is filled with tobacco 
smoke it looks very  much as if it were solid. If, when the 
bubble is started, it is transferred from the mouth of the 
pipe to the point of a gas-jet, which, w ith a little care it is 
not difficult to do, the gas turned on can be made to blow 
the bubble, which, detached, floats like a little balloon 
upward until it is lost to sight. It is easier to detach it if, 
while it is made to catch on to the gas-jet, it is yet not 
separated from the pipe, b y  the aid of which it m ay then 
be pulled aw ay and set off on its travels. Be careful, 
however, in this case to put your thumb over the end of 
the stem so that the gas w ill all go  into the bubble and 
not escape through the pipe. I f  a  woolen carpet covers 
the floor the bubbles can be m ade to cover it, and roll in 
every direction in obedience to the slightest breath 
of air.

W H A T  SHALL I MAKE F O R  CHRISTMAS ?

TH E  above question is one which an alm ost incredible 
num ber of wom en and girls are asking them selves 
and one another every  y ea r during the months of 

N ovem ber and Decem ber. N ot alw ays, b y  any m eans, is 
it  satisfactorily answ ered ; for often it is difficult to decide 
w hat w ill be m ost acceptable to the intended recipients of 
the purposed g ifts, and also w hat is m ost suitable for them. 
M oreover, this side of the question is just as difficult to 
answ er when there is a  fu ll purse 
w ith w hich to b u y presents as 
w hen they m ust all be m ade b y  
industrious fingers. So, if  you 
have leisure to m ake things, don’t 
w aste an y tim e m ourning over 
your inability  to purchase g ifts  ; 
for the individual elem ent w hich 
enters into the form er greatly  en­
hances their value, especially 
w hen w e have the tact and dis­
cretion to m ake them suitable in 
them selves.

A rticles for personal use, not 
necessarily for w ear, are welcom e 
g ifts  to m ost people, unless you 
are so unlucky as to m ake some­
th in g which has been m any tim es

duplicated before. T h ere are few  wom en who cannot find 
use for a  handsome b ag  or perfum e s a c h e t; and various 
sachets for gloves, neckties, and handkerchiefs, provided 
only that they be dainty and of attractive color, can be 
safe ly  m ultiplied without fear of em barrassm ent.

O f course the most successful g iver is she who has the 
happy judgm ent to suit her g ifts  to both the taste and 
needs of the fortunate recipients. She never sends, a

scarlet pincushion to a  girl whose 
room is furnished in pink ; nor 
a brilliant orange b ag  to one who 
is devoted to red ; she does not 
m ake book-covers for those who 
never read ; nor needle-books for 
the wom an who never touches 
a n e e d le ; and she never, never 
m akes drapery scarfs, nor paints 
shovels, wooden spoons and pad­
dles, and other kitchen utensils for 
so-called “  parlor ornam ents.” 

T h e new est pin-cushions are 
dainty affairs of modest propor­
tions, m ade of cobw ebby linen 
over pale-tinted silk or satin and 
finished w ith  a ruffle of fine lace. 
T h e y  are varied in shape, someA TOILET CUSHION.
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“being lon g  and n arrow ,— about tw o 
a n d  a  h a lf inches b y  six  or seven ,—  
others round or diam ond-shaped, 
and o u r illustration show s one in 
heart shape. T h e  linen cam bric 
cover is em broidered w ith  a  sp ray 
of flow ers, and a heart-shaped design  
w rough t w ith  H oniton lace braid.
T h e  flow ers should be selected to 
harm onize w ith  the color o f the 
cushion, —  blue forget-m e-nots or 
corn-flowers w ith  blue silk and rib­
bons, poppies w ith  red, and rose­
buds or sw eet pease w ith  pink. T h e  
lace ruffle is headed b y  a  ribbon-run 
beading, and there is a rosette-like, 
fluffy bow  o f the sam e narrow  rib ­
bon. T h ese  d ain tily  sm all cushions 
h ave quite d isplaced the a ggressiv e  
m onstrosities o f a  few  years ago, in 
the bu ild in g  o f w hich  yards upon 
yard s of lace and w ide ribbons w ere 
-used, and w hich rea lly  required  a 
.special table b y  them selves.

O f handsom e and convenien t b ags 
it  is difficult to h ave  too m any, for 
an y  w om an can find a  fresh  use for
a  n ew  one. T h e  b eau tifu l b a g  illu strated  is  m ade of tw o  
shades o f heliotrope satin, the outside b e in g  qu ite  d ark  and 
the lin in g  a  delicate p ale  tint. I t  is n in e inches broad  and 
o f  proportionate len g th , and  em broidered on th e outside in 
n  conventionalized  d esign  done w ith  g r a y  and  b lack  silks 
an d  silver thread. T h e  b a g  is d raw n  u p  w ith  a  h e a v y  silk  
cord run through sm all silve r  rin gs. L o v e ly  b a g s  o f this 
sam e sty le  are  m ade o f the b eau tifu l broad sash ribbons 
w h ich  com e in  the m ost exq u isite  colors an d  pattern s, and 
b e in g  u su a lly  double-faced an d  v e ry  h e a v y  req u ire  no lin ­
in gs. E v e ry  w id th  o f these rich ribbons, from  th ree 
inches fo r a fan -b ag  to  tw e lv e  inches fo r  a  p a rty  b a g , is 
used.

A  m ost accep tab le  g if t  to  h o sp itab le  w om en  w h o are 
fo n d  o f en tertain in g  is  a  se t o f m enu cards ; an d  an  in ­
dustrious y o u n g  w om an , w h o  fills those h ours o f h er  sum ­
m er d ays n ot d evoted  to out-of-door sp orts w ith  th e m ak ­
in g  o f d a in ty  and u sefu l trifles, d esign ed  a  u n iq u e set o f 
these fo r  a  frien d  w hose w ooden  w e d d in g  an n iv e rsa ry  oc­
cu rs sh ortly  a fte r  Christm as. T h e y  are  o f b irch  b ark  
w ith  p ain tin gs o f h o lly  an d  m istletoe th ro w n  irreg u la r­
ly  across one cor­
ner, and a  quota­
tion beneath done 
w ith  In dia ink 
touched up w ith  
gold, ju st enough 
to  ligh ten  it. W e 
illustrate s o m e  
p retty  floral de­
sign s ju st as su g ­
gestion s for these 
cards. A  dozen 
are u su ally  m ade 
for a set, and no 
two are a lik e  ; if, 
where a set of one 
color is desired, 
only one or two 
f l o w e r s  a r e  
c h o s e n ,  t h e
sprays are varied thistle book-cover.

A CONVENIENT BAG.

on the d ifferent cards. T h ere  is 
a  fa n c y  also fo r heads upon these 
cards and a  dram atic set has s ix  
w ell-kn ow n actors and  as m an y 
fa vo rite  actresses. T h e y  are p ain t­
ed or d raw n  in one com er, or a  
sm all photograph is  v ign etted , and 
surrounded b y  a  lig h t  scroll done in 
g ilt  or pen and ink. Short quota­
tions from  p lay s associated  w ith  
the people are  lettered  across the 
top o f th e cards. A  m iniature set 
o f fa n c y  h eads done in  w ater- 
colors is v e r y  handsom e, b u t o f 
course requ ires m ore sk ill in  execu ­
tion.

B ook-covers are coveted  not only 
for the curren t m agazin es and p a­
per-covered novels, b u t also for our 
p et volum es, w hich  so often  now  are 
put forth  in th e dain tiest possible 
bin d in gs o f w h ite  and  silver, or oth­
er com binations eq u ally  perishable. 
F or th ese a  book-cover is alm ost a 
n ecessity , en ab lin g  u s to handle the 
book to our h eart’s conten t w ithout 
d an ger o f d efacin g  it. W h en  a  

cover is destined  for som e p articu lar book or m agazin e it 
is a  h ap p y  idea to adap t th e d esign  to the book. T h is  is 
not done b y  p u ttin g  th e nam e on b o ld ly, b u t m erely  b y  a  
su ggestion , as w h en  a  fasc in atin g  cup and  saucer or ju st

MENU CARDS.

the corner of a tea-table showing bits of the attractive 
service is etched or painted on a cover for Holmes’s “ Over 
the Tea-Cups."  Natural and colored chamois-skins lend 
themselves beautifully to this work, as they can be deco­
rated with equal effect by the brush, pen, or needle. The 
Japanese embossed leathers are very handsome for the pur­
pose, and, like the rich brocaded silks and ribbons, require 
no decoration. The cover illustrated is made of change­
able tricotine in tan and green with brown velvet comers 
and back. The embroidery is done in shades of green 
with a little purple for the tips of the thistle blossoms, and 
the velvet is fastened down by irregular, leaf-like stitches 
of coarse green embroidery silk. It is a most appropriate
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design for the new  “  T histle | editions of Stevenson’s and 
B arrie’s works.

T h e splint-basket shows how  decorative a common and 
ordinarily hom ely th in g can be m ade w ith a little  in­
gen u ity  and work. T h e  basket illustrated is ornam ented

BASKET FOR BONBONS OR FRUIT.

w ith p yrography, w hich is v e ry  effective for a grea t m an y 
purposes, as all w ho h ave done the w ork soon learn. 
Those w ho cannot do the burnt w ork can paint the basket 
or lace  the splints in  cross stitch  w ith  “  b ab y  ”  ribbon or 
b righ t wools. A  brow n, yellow , or green  ribbon is

tw isted about the handle, and when presented the basket 
should be filled w ith  fruit. A fterw ard s it  w ill be found a 
convenient receptacle for newspaper clippings or photo­
graphs.

T h e needle-book is an exam ple o f one of the pretty 
uses to w hich fine linen or pongee, em broidered w ith 
D resden flowerets is now  put. For this purpose the

colored linens or pongee are better than w hite, which 
soils too quickly  for co m fo rt.. T h e  inside o f the needle- 
book is the sam e as the outside, and the needle-leaves are 
of cashm ere or cham ois ; the form er should be button­
holed w ith  floss around the edge, and the latter pinked. 
A  fold  in the lin ing like a  deep tuck  tow ards the outer 
edge m akes convenient pockets, into w hich packets of 
needles or skeins o f silk  can be tucked.

E . A . F letcher.

DRESDEN NEEDLE-BOOK.

A WELSH RAREBIT PARTY.
(See F u ll-P a g e  P ictu re.)

IN  m ost of our entertainm ents now adays there is less of 
form ality than there used to be, and for this w e should 
be duly grateful. In  the old days, w hen w e called  

ev ery  m an "  s ir ” and ev ery  w om an "  m adam e,” interpo­
latin g  bow s w ith  all o f our rem arks, there w as, to be sure, 
a grand air to our intercourse ; but it  w as stiff in  its state­
liness, and not infrequen tly  dull and h eavy. In  this for­
m ality, how ever, there w as a safeguard  against those dan­
gerous intim acies which bring us so close together that w e 
get of one another th at kind of know ledge w hich prevents 
a m an from  bein g a  hero to his valet. B ut w here you n g 
people are w ell schooled in the arts of social intercourse, 
they can m eet together w ith  much freedom , and snatch 
from  the passing days m any happy hours of harm less enjoy­
ment. For such as these there can be no pleasanter p arty  
than one w here the chafing-dish is the center of attraction.

T o  a cunning cook the chafing-dish is an instrum ent upon 
w hich m ay be played  m any gastronom ic tunes. .Oysters 
m ay be cooked in m any styles ; lobsters also m ay be 
stew ed and served in that favorite fashion known as la 
N ew bu rgh ,” but probably the W elsh rarebit is the th in g 
that am ateurs m ost enjoy attem pting on the chafing- 
dish.

Suppose the chafing-dish p arty consists of six  persons,—  
and that b y  the w ay  is a  very  good size for such an enter­
tainm ent,— you w ill w ant tw o and a half pounds of fresh 
A m erican cheese, one-third of a pound of fresh butter,

some B ass’s ale, T abasco  sauce, W orcestershire sauce, and 
m ustard. T h ese are the ingredients. C ut the cheese into 
sm all pieces, the butter also. P u t one-third of the butter 
on the bottom  of the chafing-dish and then throw  in the 
cheese ; place the rem ainder of the butter on top of the 
cheese, and then light the w icks of the lam ps. W hen the 
butter and cheese begin to m elt, pour into the dish one-third 
of a teacupful of ale. A s  soon as the cheese is sufficiently 
m elted, begin to stir it  and n ever stop stirring it till it is 
served. W hen the cheese is nearly  m elted, add another 
one-third teacu p fu l of ale ; add also one tablespoonful of 
W orcestershire sauce and h a lf a teaspoonful of Tabasco 
sauce ; add also a little  m ustard and keep on stirring. 
W hen the cheese has becom e so smooth that it falls out of 
the spoon like cream  and is not in the least stringy, it  is 
ready to serve. In the m eantim e another of the party or 
a  servant m ust have prepared six  slices of toast and but­
tered them . P u t the cheese, prepared as directed, over a  
piece of toast on a  w arm  plate and eat at once as the rare­
bit, or rabbit, w ill spoil m ore quickly than an y other man­
ufactured th in g in all the world.

It  m ay be said that a  W elsh rarebit, or rabbit— w e wish 
some authority w ould settle the question as to which the 
dish should be called— prepared according to the above 
directions, can be eaten w ith  entire freedom  b y  anybody 
in the w orld  not cursed b y  confirmed dyspepsia. B ut one 
of these is enough in one evening.



THE NUTRITIVE VALUES O F FO OD .

I N studying the subject of food and its uses it is important 
to know the chemical constituents of different foods, 
together with their values and nutrition, and their 

digestibility ; and to this knowledge must be added that of 
selection, in order that we may choose those foods and 
their combination, which will give the most for nourish­
ment and economy,— not alone a m onetary economy but a 
physical one. Certain foods, especially vegetables (whose 
woody fiber is alw ays far in excess of their nitrogenous, or 
tissue forming, elements), will refuse to be digested by the 
gastric juice of certain persons, and in consequence they 
are not only carried through the system with little or no 
benefit, but, in their course, frequently carry other nutri­
tious elements along with them and thus prevent either 
being completely assimilated.

T he function of nutrients is twofold. T o  form tissue 
and to g ive energy. In form ing the tissues, or building 
material, they repair the waste caused b y  the activity  of 
our nervous and muscular power ; in yielding energy, food 
serves as fuel, supplying both heat and power. Different 
nutrients form different substances. T h e albuminoids —  
known also as proteids and nitrogenous elem ents— are the 
principal building materials. T h e y  are derived from both 
the animal and the vegetable kingdom , but originally 
start from the latter. In fact plant life is the original 
source of all food. T h e animals we use as food must first 
obtain nutrition from the vegetable kingdom. T h e same 
constituents are identical in one as in the other, and “  they 
undergo little or no change when taken into the animal 
system ," So long as we are able to digest and assim ilate 
them, it makes little difference where w e get them, but 
there is this difference in the m atter of digestion : In 
animal food we find them in a more concentrated form 
and with less waste m ateria l; hence, the sm aller tax  upon 
the organs of digestion. In order to obtain a proper amount 
of nitrogenous matter from vegetable foods, w e must use 
a larger bulk of what is called “  extraneous m atter"  or 
woody fiber, familiar in the husk, or hull of grain, and the 
fibrous parts of turnips, beets, and so on. It is on this 
point that the anti-vegetarians base their incredulity, be­
lieving that one cannot be properly sustained on a vegeta­
ble diet without overtaxing the digestion by too great bulk 
of fibrous matter. Vegetarians necessarily use a larger 
proportion of milk, eggs, and cheese, with nut-meals be­
cause these are concentrated foods.

Albuminoids are the nutritive elem ents found in eggs, 
lean meat, and wheat, and so forth. N itrogenous ele­
ments, as yet, perhaps not fu lly  understood in their in­
tim ate relations to nutrition, are indispensable to the nerv­
ous system, and without them the glands of the body 
cannot furnish their secretions. A fter these come the 
fats and carbohydrates, which furnish fuel, heat, and 
energy. These are burned in the body, and are either 
consumed im mediately or stored in the form of fat, or 
adipose tissue, to be used in the future. T he body is 
continually drawing upon the reserves of fat, and it is a 
patent fact that if one accumulates fat, and does not use 
it up as fast as it forms, an overplus becomes burdensome. 
In such a case the fo|p  eaten should be chosen to avoid

the fat-yielding elements. It is distinctly stated by our 
experimentors that as a class, Am ericans use too much 
starch and sugar in their food and not enough of the 
m uscle-m aking properties. T he greater part of our food 
is made up of starch and m e a t; with a large proportion 
of rich viands, which are, in combination, excessive in sup­
p lyin g the elem ents of fat. Elaborate dishes, composite 
meals, and variety, seem to be the acme of ambition at 
table to a great m any people. In this lack of sim plicity 
is found cause for much unnecessary fat and an overtaxed 
digestion, dem onstrated in dyspepsia, indigestion, fatigue, 
and a retinue of little ailments whose source is generally 
ascribed to other causes.

Included in fats, are all oils found in nuts, grains, and 
seeds, e tc ., w hile sugar and starches are to be found in 
alm ost all known foods in varyin g  quantities. The starch 
in food m ust be converted into sugar before it can enter 
into the blood ; it differs in its physical and chemical 
properties— and consequently in its digestibility— accord­
in g  to the plant from which it is obtained ; wherever 
starch is ’ form ed there w ill sugar be found also. T h ey  
both contain carbon as a principal in g re d ien t; but starch 
is not a lw ays found in connection w ith  sugar. Hence, 
since starch is converted into sugar, and b y  the process a 
ferm entation takes place, sugar is found in very  nearly 
all the food w e are accustomed to eat. If  it  is not there 
in its original form , it  is there b y  a process of change. 
T h e ultim ate condition of starch m akes the excessive use 
of. sugar a serious elem ent in our system s, as it is proved 
beyond cavil that sugar in excess leads to various disturb­
ances.

A s  our staple foods, bread, potatoes, com , beans, oat­
meal, rice, macaroni, and a few  other vegetables have an 
excess of starch, it is im portant that in the selection of a 
dietary w e should endeavor to group these starchy foods 
in moderate quantities so they w ill not counterbalance the 
proteides, or albuminoids, and thus tend to the accumula­
tion of sugar in the system , besides greatly  overtaxing the 
organs of digestion. Thus persons of sedentary occupa­
tions should eat potatoes and white bread sparingly, if at 
all, and never w ith macaroni.

Our alternative in this m atter is to observe the effects of 
food upon our capacity to work, both mental and physical, 
and learn to recognize the overtaxed digestive organ, as well 
as the physical en n u i  which so surely follows in the w ake of 
immoderate or unw ise eating. T h e body refuses to take 
more than it can assim ilate and store up, and where a 
superabundance of any one element is forced upon that 
king-pin of the body, the stomach, there is sure to be re­
bellion in the form of some disease. It is the proper bal­
ance of protein, fat, and the starchy foods, which is our 
present concern. Our diet can be im measurably im proved 
by a very little study of food constituents and their uses, 
and the adoption of a less complicated menu. Sim plicity 
in diet nas been the cry of hygienists since the days of H ip­
pocrates and Galen. Both Plato and Plutarch have left in 
their contributions to literature repeated appeals to human­
ity  for a more simple and normal diet. P lato  censured 
Herodotus for keeping people with "  crazy constitutions ”
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alive by a system  of temperance and exercise ; for he 
believed “  an infirm constitution w as an obstacle to virt­
ue,” because “  such persons think of nothing but their 
own wretched carcasses.” Medical men all along the ages 
have alw ays endeavored to inculcate principles of temper­
ance in eating, and if they have not succeeded, it has not 
been because their doctrines were not wise. T h e ablest, 
longest lived men have been temperate eaters.

Plutarch says in one of his essays, “  Should the body sue 
the mind before a court of judicature for dam ages, it 
would be found that the mind would prove to have been a 
ruinous tenant to its landlord,” and the Englishm an, Dr. 
A bernethy, declares “  there is no hurt of the head that 
does not affect the digestion ; ” a truism which m ental 
workers need to consider. Food and m entality are in­

tim ately concerned, one with the other, and the selec­
tion of those foods which are best suited to a sedentary 
pursuit, are the ones for brain workers to choose.

Theorists claim a meat diet as one productive of aggress­
iveness, cruelty, and passion ; and they substantiate their 
claim b y a comparison of the foods of nations, adding that 
those who use cereals, nuts, and fruits w ithout meat, 
are the type of which the dove m ay be placed as an ex­
ponent. But this question is not one that can be ex­
hausted in a few  statem ents ; it is sufficiently important 
to demand a thorough and com prehensive research. 
Learning the various elem ents of food, w e have after­
ward to place them in proper conjunction to insure 
perfect health.

M. V . Shaler.

A SUGGESTION FOR A CHRISTMAS PRESENT.

IF you are looking for a Christm as present for some 
friend, w hat can you find more suitable than one of 
our Portrait A lbum s and a year ’s subscription to 

Demorest’s Magazine? Or if  the 
g ift  is to some one who is already 
a  subscriber, the Portrait Album  
alone would be sure to be highly 
prized.

T h e value of a collection of por­
traits such as w e are issuing, eight 
portraits in each number, is incal­
culable. E very  portrait is authentic ; 
those of contemporaries being re­
produced from  the latest procurable 
photographs, while those of older 
date are taken from the best recog­
nized sources. Such a collection, 
obtainable in no other w ay, should 
be jealously preserved. W e have 
therefore published them uniform in size, upon pages 
without reading m atter on the backs, so that they can be 
rem oved from  the M agazine w ithout injurin g it in any

w ay ; and to provide for their safe - keeping in a per­
m anent and convenient form  w e furnish these handsome 
albums, designed to hold two hundred portraits each, 

which w e supply at cost price, fifty 
cents each, transportation paid.

T h e pages of the album s are of 
h eavy calendered paper w ith a col­
ored border as a  m argin for each 
picture, and there is a descriptive 
title - page. T h e cover is of em­
bossed m uslin, w ith a  handsome 
embossed title on the back. A  
space is provided at the back in 
w hich to insert the short biograph­
ical sketches that are published in 
each M agazine to accom pany the 
p o rtra its; and these sketches un­
doubtedly im part an additional value 
to the portraits.

A n y  of the portraits that have been published since 
June, 1895, m ay be obtained b y  purchasing the numbers 
of the M agazine containing them.

DEMOREST’S FOR JANUARY.

ON E  of the great social events in N ew  Y ork C ity  
each autum n is the A n n u al H orse Show  which 
has been held now for tw elve years. In  D em­

orest’s Magazine for January w e propose to g iv e  a de­
scription of the various features of this fam ous show 
with a large num ber of splendid illustrations done b y  
M ax F. Klepper, B. W est Clinedinst, L . L . Rousch and 
other well-known artists. W e have spared no expense to 
m ake it one of the best and most spirited of articles— at­
tractive to the eye b y  reason of its unusual illustrations, 
and interesting in the text as well.

T o  the same num ber Mr. J. H erbert W elch w ill con­
tribute a very  com prehensive article on the Chinese in 
N ew  Y ork , who, w hatever one’s opinion of them  is, are 
certainly a picturesque and curious sort of people. T h is 
w ill be abundantly illustrated w ith charm ing full-page pict­
ures as w ell as m any sm aller ones m ade from photographs 
and draw ings done b y  the best talent w e can command.

In fiction, G ilbert Parker w ill contribute one of his m ost 
charm ing stories. “ T h e G ift of the Sim ple K in g ,” and

M argaret Sutton Briscoe w ill finish the delightful little 
closet p lay  which begins in this Christm as number.

Still other illustrated articles on interesting topics w ill 
be in the January num ber, and the various departm ents 
w ill have an unusual num ber of thoroughly practical 
papers w hich cannot but please our readers and be helpful 
to them,

• W e have also arranged to have for use w ithin the n ext 
few  num bers : a ve ry  interesting article on " H ow  to Pose 
Children for P ictures,” which is accom panied b y  a m ost 
charm ing lot of photographs of children, that cannot fa il 
to be suggestive to parents in placin g the little  ones in 
effective attitudes for interesting pictures ; an article on 
the Yellow stone N ational P ark  in  w in ter, w ith  beautiful 
illustrations ; a finely pictured paper on the delights of 
F lorida as a  w in ter resort ; a  fu ll description of the chil­
dren of the F iv e  Points M ission in N ew  Y o rk , w hich will 
be illustrated b y  photographs taken especially for us ; and 
a num ber of other good th in gs w hich  w ill be announced 
in due time.



THE D IN IN G -R O O M .

O F  m ore im portance than the elegan ce  o f y o u r d in ­
ing-room , the room in w hich  no one in  a  bad  
tem per should be allow ed, is the dain tiness thereof. 

N ever a llow  one sm ell from  you r k itch en  to p en etrate  to 
the d in in g room ; it w ill tend to m ake th e lo v elie st im a g ­
inable dining-room  com m onplace and  gross. O ur South ­
ern cousins found this out lon g  ago , an d  detached  their 
kitchens from  their houses.

WALLS AND FURNITURE.

F or the w alls o f y o u r dining-room , old  blue, o ld  rose, 
gray-green , and  clear y e llo w  are su itab le  colors, th e color 
selected  bein g, o f course, d eterm in ed  upon b y  the expos­
ure o f the room . T h e  w in dow  d raperies should, in 
w in ter, show  w arm th  o f color ; in  sum m er, th e y  should 
be a iry  and ligh t, sim ple m uslin, frilled , b e in g  as a ttract­
iv e  as an yth in g.

Som e people inherit, or p ick  u p  in  in terestin g  w a y s, old 
m ah ogan y or ch erry  fu rn iture fo r  th eir d in ing-room s. In  
effect, these w oods are fa r  an d  a w a y  rich er th an  oak and 
the lig h ter  colored w oods, ab o u t w h ich  th ere is  a  too- 
sh in y newness. B lack  w aln u t is to be restored  to fu ll 
favor, and v e ry  soon, ju s t ly  enough. In  th is room  should 
be the larg est fire-place th e house boasts, w ith  a  broad, 
natural-w ood m antel. A  h igh -backed  w ooden settle  should  
be b y  th is fire-place; th e settle  carved , p resu m ab ly , b y  the 
hostess or her artistic dau gh ter.

T h en  there should' be a  quain t com er-cu p board  (hom e­
m ade and hand-carved, p referab ly) fo r  th e  b its  o f old, 
old china, and a  cabinet for y o u r  cu t g la ss  an d  choicest 
m odern china. O n a  v e ry  n arrow  sh elf or m old in g, ju s t  
above the w ainscoting, ed ged  w ith  a  n arro w  grill-w o rk  o f 
wood, the salad-set, dessert service, or th e collection o f 
D elft m ay be arran ged  w ith  the sam e satisfaction  as the 
cotter’s w ife  arranges her b its o f p o tte ry  on h er p late- 
rack ,— and w ith  the sam e secu rity, lik ew ise, th e grill-w ork  
preventin g the china from  to b o g gan in g  to th e floor.

T h is  sam e idea, b y  the w a y , I h a v e  seen carried  out 
w ith  good effect in the lib rary  o f a  w om an in d isp u tab ly  
artistic. T h ere w as a len gth  of the m old in g  or sh e lv in g  
betw een tw o w indow s, a  lon ger one from  one side o f the 
fire-place angle to the corner o f th e room  and  another in 
another com er. O n these n arrow  m old in gs w ere ar­
ran ged, w ith  excellent taste, a  collection  o f In dian  pot­
tery, a  fe w  rare books and prints, and one or tw o  sm all 
pain tin gs,— pictures in w hich there w as infinite detail, the 
b eau ty  of w hich w ould have been lost h ad  the pain tin gs 
been hung.

D o not h an g  the w alls of you r dining-room  w ith  realistic 
representations o f a fru iterer’s sta ll and a  p a stry  cook’s 
w indow . T h ere  w as a  tim e, but th at w as v e ry  lo n g  ago , 
w hen this w as the v e ry  th in g decreed correct, bu t it  is no 
lon ger done b y  people of good taste.

HOW TO TAKE CARE OF THE DINING-TABLE.
D o not le t you r d in in g-table stand “  set ”  from  m ornin g 

till n ig h t and  from  n ig h t till m ornin g. In  sp ite o f m an y 
brushes and  tra ys, it  is certain  to lose its  daintiness, and 
upon the dain tin ess o f th e tab le appoin tm en ts w e m ust 
in sist ; and  quite as stro n gly , too, as upon tab le  m anners.

D o not g ro w  careless about the cen terpiece, w h ich  m ay 
be a cry sta l vase, flow er-filled, or a  dish o f g ro w in g  ferns. 
W h en  the cloth  is rem oved, set the centerpiece on the 
polished top o f yo u r d in in g-table, u sin g  one o f yo u r  v e ry  
prettiest doileys. D o not m ake the m istake o f h a v in g  too 
larg e  a cen tra l b ouquet upon y o u r tab le. A  fe w  p erfect 
roses in  a  clear g la ss  vase, som e p an sies in a  flat dish, a 
b ow l o f m ign on ette, flow ers th at m ean som ethin g to you  
in d iv id u a lly , should  be chosen. B u t th e flow ers and  the 
w ater in  the v a se  m u st be p e rfe c tly  fresh  a lw ays. T h e  
v e ry  prettiest cen terp iece fo r the tab le  I h ave  seen, in  
th e w a y  o f g ro w in g  p lan ts, w a s  a  “  lo g  c a b in ” arran ge­
m ent o f m ossy tw ig s  in  w h ich  m aidenhair an d  sm all lad y  
fern s w ere  g ro w in g , ju s t  as th e y  w ere  w h en  lifte d  from  
th eir n a tiv e  nook in  th e  cool, green  w ood. A  contrast to 
this w as another fern  arran gem en t on an  e le g a n tly  la id  
dinner-table. I t  w as a  b ig , b ea u tifu l fern  from  an ex ­
p en sive florist’s, and  the ja r d in iè r e  in  w h ich  it  w as g ro w ­
in g  d id  not com e from  a  dollar store. T h is  w as in the 
cen ter o f th e d in ner-table, and it  e ffected  a  total eclipse 
o f the h ost from  m e th ro u gh o u t th e m eal an d  o f thé host­
ess from  th e  other g u e st present, w ho w a s  h e r  v is -à-vis. 
W e desired  to  con verse w ith  our k in d  en tertain ers face  to 
face , to  b e sure, an d  the ch eck m atin g  o f th at fine fern 
p roved  to  b e  such  v io len t exercise  th at it  becam e a  h ate­
fu l th in g  before th e b r in g in g  on o f th e  second course.

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR CONVENIENCE.
In  addition  to th e china cabinets, the table, the chairs, 

an d  the footstools under the tab le, h ave tw o  sm all side- 
tables th at the se rv in g  m ay be m ade e a sy  to those who 
h u m b ly  stan d  and  w ait, and  th at you r ch in a m ay be pre­
served.

W h en  there is no servan t, m an y steps m ay be saved if  a 
sm all tab le  w ith  th e tea  or coffee service upon it be draw n 
up near the rig h t hand o f the hostess, the tea  or coffee bein g 
served  therefrom  w ithout rising. T h is  keeps the hostess’ 
place a t tab le  from  b ein g  clu ttered  up w ith  the num er­
ous tea  th in gs. O n a  sh e lf underneath  this table, m ay 
be placed the dessert and the dessert plates, together 
w ith  extra  spoons and an yth in g  else for w hich there 
is a  probable need durin g the m eal. L e t the children 
be tau g h t to rem ove the courses, each one serv in g  for 
a specified period that there m ay be no confusion. A  
child  should be tau gh t table-m anners and the proper 
m anner o f se rv in g  a  dinner at home, not a t  the dinner- 
tab le o f a  stran ger nor from  the “  A n sw ers to Cor­
respondents ”  colum ns. Olive May Percival.



DR. JAMES MCCOSH.

Princeton’s Anniversary.
Undoubtedly the most important educational event of the 

present year was the celebration during the latter part of Oc­
tober, of the one-hundred-and-fiftieth anniversary of the estab­

lishment of Prince­
ton College. On Oc­
tober 22d, 1746, the 
College of New Jer­
sey, as the institution 
was known officially, 
received its first char­
ter. The immediate 
occasion of the found­
ing of the college was 
the great schism in the 
Presbyterian Church, 
which occurred in 
1741 ; and a deep 
religious feeling, with 
a pronounced leaning 
toward the Presbyte­
rian Church, has al 
ways pervaded the in­
stitution. But the 
anniversary was not 
P r i n c e t o n ’ s o n l y  
cause for holding a 
c e l e b r a t i o n .  The 
trustees and the State 
Legislature took ad 
vantage of the occa­

sion to widen the scope of the institution. It  is now Princeton Uni- 
versity, instead of the College of N ew Jersey. T he history of its 
development would be a history of higher education in America ; 
for Princeton U ni­
versity is represent­
ative. Its build­
ings are commodi­
ous and imposing, 
and its campus is 
one of the finest in 
the world. T he 
most interesting of 
the older structures 
is Nassau H all, and 
it is historically the 
most famous of col­
lege buildings, on 
account of its asso­
ciations with the 
Revolutionary W  ar.
Under the presi­
dency of the Rev.
Dr. James McCosh, 
which began i n 
1868, the college 
grew in many di­
rections and rose to 
its present plane.
Dr. M cCosh died in 
1894, and was suc­
ceeded by the Rev. Dr. Francis L . Patton, whose scholarship 
is adding to Princeton’s fame and greatness.

DR. FRANCIS L. PATTON.

T h e Reign of Queen Victoria.

Queen Victoria now has the distinction of having occupied 
the throne of Great Britain longer than any other sovereign in 
English history. On W ednesday, September 23d, her reign be­
came longer by one day than that of her grandfather, George III . 
It began on June 20th, 1837, and consequently had, on Sep­
tember 23d, extended over a period of fifty-nine years, three 
months, and three days. T he reign of Victoria is, and doubtless 
will be for many ages, one of the most notable in the history of 
the British Empire. Other reigns have been distinguished by 
the contests of war ; hers will be distinguished by the triumphs

and conquests of peace. Under no other monarch has Great 
Britain so grown in territory and power. W hen Victoria suc­
ceeded to the throne the inhabitants of the British Isles num­
bered only twenty six millions ; now they number forty millions, 
and the population of the British Empire is estimated at three

QUEEN VICTORIA ON THE DAY OF HER ACCESSION.

hundred and sixty millions of people. It is said that one per­
son in every four of the entire population of the globe acknowl- 
edges directly or indirectly the authority of the Queen. The 
British possessions in India are now four times as large as they 
were in 1837, and comprise more land than was ever ruled over 
by an Eastern potentate. T h e British domains in South Africa 
are as large as Austria, and in Central and Western Africa cover 
a million square miles. Sixty years ago t h e  entire white popu­
lation of Australia did not equal that of a third class city of the 
present day, and N ew Zealand was not yet a British colony.

But vast as has been the British Em pire’s growth in temporal 
power, the true greatness of Victoria’s reign lies in the achieve­
ments of her eminent men of letters and art and science, and 
these achievements have, in large measure, been rendered pos­
sible by the peace and prosperity of the Empire, due to the 
wise administration of the government. T he Queen has not 
been voiceless in the institution of political reforms. More than 
once when important measures have been before Parliament a 
word from Victoria, through some trusted representative, has 
turned the tide of legislation in favor of liberal measures as 
against narrow toryism. T h e Queen’s words gain additional 
weight from the fact that she speaks rarely. She fully appreci­
ates the advanced spirit of the English people, and is wise enough 
to avoid an aggressive interference in the affairs of state. Per­
haps this is the reason why Great Britain is still a monarchy.

The Church in the Cuban W ar.

The story is told of a small boy who, when asked what he 
wanted to be when he grew up, answered, "  I ’m going to be a 
soldier in the Cuban W ar."  There seems to be no prospect of 
the cessation of hostilities in Cuba in the near future. Indeed, 
it is not at all unlikely that the war may drag on for several 
years, for Spain will make frantic efforts and go to every ex­
treme to retain her sole remaining and very valuable colony in 
the N ew W orld, and there is in the heart of every patriotic 
Cuban an indomitable determination to be free. Meanwhile, 
the fair and fertile island is being robbed of her beauty and 
productiveness, and in this despoliation nothing suffers more 
than the churches. T he clergy is supported by funds from the
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public treasury, and one of the most burdensome taxes levied 
upon Cuba has been that for the maintenance of religious serv­
ices. There is little wonder that the Cubans consider the 
church-tax oppressive, when it is known that the entire clergy 
is made up of native-born Spaniards who are ardent partisans on 
the Spaniards' side. T h ey advocate the most extreme measures 
in crushing the insurrection, and even encourage the policy of 
extermination. Under the circumstances, it could hardly be 
expected that the patriots would attend the religious services.

CHURCH OF GANO TOWN DESTROYED BY INSURGENTS.

These, indeed, have been virtually abandoned in Cuba. T he 
churches have been transformed into barracks for the Spanish 
soldiers, and the Cuban army has attacked them as it would a 
citadel. The result is that some of the churches have been 
entirely destroyed, and nearly all greatly damaged. Christian 
communities are without places of worship. T h e native Cubans, 
and particularly the women, who in the past have been the chief 
supporters of the Church, are very bitter against the priests. 
Religion has fled from Cuba, and this condition adds not a lit­
tle to the misery and barbarism of the struggle.

The Genius of Du Maurier.
W hile only the years will bring a final decision as to the true 

place of George du Maurier in English literature, it now seems 
not at all improbable that he will become a classic. “  T rilb y" 
has been criticised for lack of artistic finish, and the realists 
cavil at it because it is an idealization, and is said, consequently, 
to be untrue to life. Y e t the human qualities with which it 
overflows, its sympathetic tone, its gayety and freshness, and ap­
parently unconscious art appeal directly to the heart and give 
the story that peculiar charm which has made it the greatest 
literary success of the age. T h e warm glow  of “ T rilb y "  will 
probably keep it alive, and because its author's life and works 
have shown him to be an intensely human and a lovable man he 
will doubtless be long remembered with tenderness by English- 
speaking people ; and his death, which occurred on October 8th, 
must be felt an immense loss. D u Maurier’s other novels, “  Peter 
Ibbetson" and “  The M artian," which is now being published 
in Harper's Magazine, show in varying degree the qualities 
which have made “  T r ilb y "  so famous, and taking them together 
they justify the placing of Du Maurier, according to some of the 
best judges, with Thackeray and Dickens in English literature.

One of the most 
remarkable things 
about the life of 
Du M aurier was, 
the fact that he 
gave no expres­
sion to his literary 
genius until he 
was past the me­
ridian of life. T he 
explanation of this 
probably is that 
his artistic temper 
ament found full 
vent in his humor­
ous drawings, sat­
irizing London 
society, w h i c h  
have appeared in 
Punchy for nearly 
thirty-five years, 
and long ago gave 
him a unique fame 
as an artist. Du

M aurier comes from an old and honorable French family on 
his father*s side, and he was born in Paris in 1834; but his 
mother was an English woman, and his home and associations 
have been English for many years.

The Journey of the Czar.
T h e visits which Nicholas I I . ,  of Russia, has been paying to 

the leading countries of the Old W orld are regarded as very im­
portant. T h e young man would have gladly given up his claim 
to the throne of Russia during his father’s lifetime, but now that 
he is Czar, he shows a disposition to be a ruler in deed as 
well as in name. It is said that he greatly desires to make his 
reign one of progress and prosperity for Russia ; and that his 
recent journey was undertaken with a view to establishing re­
lations of as friendly a nature as possible with the powers of 
Europe and of forming a special alliance with France. Not a 
little courage on the part of the Czar was required for such 
extended travels outside his own dominions ; for they afforded 
unusual opportunities to the Nihilists and Anarchists, who are 
constantly plotting to take his life, to attempt to carry out their 
projects. One conspiracy, indeed, was discovered and frustrated.

T he Czar, who was accompanied by his wife, traveled with a 
very strong body-guard of troops, and all the routes of his jour­
ney were heavily guarded. These were entirely necessary pre­
cautions, and they give an inkling into the reasons why the Czar 
had no desire to be his father’s successor on the Russian throne.

T h e first visit was paid to Francis Joseph, Emperor of Austria. 
T h e Czar was received with great manifestations of friendship 
in Vienna, and they were doubtless in high degree sincere ; for, 
while the interests of Austria and Russia sometimes clash, the 
latter rendered valuable assistance in the preservation of the 
dual monarchy of Austria and H ungary, and the Austrians are 
consequently grateful. T he Czar’s next visit was to Germany. 
Great tact was necessary in his meeting with Emperor W illiam. 
It  was important not to show too much friendship toward Ger­
many, for this would offend France, her bitter enemy, with 
whom it was the Czar’s intention to form an alliance. On the 
other hand, he was friendly with Germany and desired to let 
her people know it. T h e manner in which he acquitted himself 
in this difficult position reflected credit upon his intelligence and 
discretion. H is visit to Great Britain was personal rather than 
political, as his wife is the granddaughter of Queen Victoria, 
and strong ties of sympathy and affection are said to exist be­
tween them. T h e visit to France is regarded as the most im­
portant and significant one. It  presented the spectacle, rare in 
history, of the ruler of a great empire meeting the representatives 
of a republic on an equal footing ; and it showed the French 
people in a mood of extravagant enthusiasm and admiration for 
the Russian ruler. N o  honors were too great to be heaped upon 
him. T h e Czar’s journey was a success. It has probably in­
creased the friendship existing between Russia and the other 
powers, and has done not a little toward the continued preserva­
tion of the peace of Europe,
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THE WORLD OF LETTERS AND ART.

T he F rench Academ y has received a legacy of $20,000, 
the interest of which is to be spent in the encouragement 

o f  moral literature.

Th e  d e a t h  of Charles Dickens, the younger, which was 
announced some weeks ago, has been followed by that of 
his sister, Miss M ary Dickens.

It  is  said that Mr. Gilbert Parker will come to this 
country to be present at the production of the play made 
from his new novel, "  The Seats of the M igh ty.”

Mr. John D rew will appear later in the season in a 
stage version of Mr. W eym an’s "  Under the R ed R obe,” 
which w ill be produced first at the H ay market Theatre in 
London.

Mr. J. A . Mitchell, the editor of L ife , is about to 
publish a  book called "  T h at F irst A ffair, and Other 
Stories.” "  T h at First Affair ” is an am using study of the 
life of Adam  and E ve  in the Garden of Eden.

Mr. Gladstone's methodical habits will m ake easy work 
for his biographer. It is said that he has about sixty thou­
sand letters, received and sent by him, all arranged and 
docketed for use, when the time for the biography comes.

Mr. Joel Chandler Harris has departed from the paths 
that know him best by placing in the hands of his publish­
ers, Messrs. Houghton, Mifflin & Co., an out-and-out novel 
of Southern life— "  Sister Jane, H er Friends and N eigh­
bors.”

It is said that J. H. Shorthouse, author of John Ingle- 
sant, kept the manuscript of that book in a glass case for 
twenty years, now and then reading it to his friends. 
London publishers heard of the book and induced him to 
permit its publication.

It is announced that a complete edition of Mr. K ip lin g ’s 
works, in eleven volumes, is to be brought out b y  the 
Scribners. Each volume is furnished with a frontispiece 
designed especially for this purpose by the author’s father, 
Mr. Lockw ood K ipling.

A  n e w  and complete edition of Mr. Barrie’s works, in 
eight volumes, is to be called the “ Thistle E dition,” and will 
include the latest books, “  M argaret O gilvy  ” and “  Senti­
mental Tom m y.” Besides m any illustrations, each volume 
will have an original preface b y  the author.

Miss K atherine B. Wood, who had charge of the depart­
m ent of quotations connected w ith "  T h e Century D iction­
a ry ,” has compiled a volum e of “  Quotations for Occa­
sions,” which shows not only an enormous amount of 
research but a sense of humor as well. T h e quotations are 
adapted to all purposes and for all occasions.

Mr. Dan C. Beard has made a new  compilation of va­
rious things which boys can do to have fun, whether in­
doors or out, and in every season, and has illustrated it 
himself. “ T h e Am erican B oy’s Book of S p ort” is the 
title, and it is as likely to become as classic as Mr. B eard’s 
fam ous "  Am erican B oy’s H andy Book,” which the Scrib­
ners published some years ago.

T he late H enry C. Bunner developed symptoms of 
strong anglophobia on his first visit to W estm inster, and 
it was only in the Poets’ Com er that he ceased railing at 
the titled nobodies who had been given sepulchre in the 
A bbey. "  W ell, H arry,” rem arked a friend, who was with 
him at the time, “  it seems that there are some good E n g­
lishmen after all.” “ Y e s ,” he replied, “  there are three 
classes of Englishm en whom I can endure : the Irish, the 
Scotch, and the dead.”

One day Thom as Carlyle went with Millais to look at the 
latter’s house, and after gazing with wonder at all its 
splendors, he turned to Millais, and asked, in his brusque 
m anner: “ Has paint done all this, Mr. M illais?” The 
painter laughed, and replied : " It has. ” "  T h en ,” rejoined 
the dweller of the modest house at Chelsea, "  all I have to 
say is that there are more fools in the world than I thought 
there w ere.”

T he newest literary light is a young negro poet, Paul 
Lawrence Dunbar, whose work has been very highly com­
mended by W illiam  Dean Howells, James Lane Allen, 
and other dignitaries in the world of letters. Mr. H owells 
says that he does not praise Mr. Dunbar’s poetry because 
it is the work of a negro, but because it is full of the true 
poetic spirit, and would be a credit to any pen irrespective 
of race considerations. H e has just published a collection 
of his poems under the title "  L yrics of a L ow ly  L ife .”

Whittier the poet, and L u cy  Larcom , says Elizabeth 
Stuart Phelps in her "  Reminiscences of L iterary Boston ” 
in M cClure’s, were once driving in a b u ggy drawn by a 
restless animal. T h e horse became more and more v i­
cious, and the bu ggy sw ayed like a ship in a storm. But 
never a word would L u cy  spare on the high-erected theme 
which then engaged her mind. A t  last W hittier could 
stand it no longer, and, as he redoubled his efforts with the 
reins, he exclaim ed :  " L ucy ! If  thee do not stop talking 
till I get this horse in hand, thee w ill be in heaven before 
thee wants to ! ”

W . Clark R ussell, the sea-novelist, says the inter­
view er, greets you w ith an outstretched hand and a clear, 
ringing voice, a voice fu ll of cheeriness, and one of those 
voices that have a story lin gerin g in all their tones,— an 
interesting voice decidedly ; and, as you listen  to it, you 
realize, m ayhap for the first tim e, how interesting and 
how varied a voice m ay be. But, alas ! he greets you 
from a couch, whereon he has lain for m any w eary 
months, and even years. From his w aist downward, and 
in his hands, he is so crippled w ith chronic rheumatism 
that he can scarcely m ove. W heeled from room to room, 
and takin g his exercise in a bath-chair, his peregrinations 
are not unfrequently like those of the vicar,-—from  the 
pink to the green-room, and from the green-room back 
again. A n d  y e t in no w ay apparently are his spirits af­
fected.

Much comment has been made upon the fact that Am eri­
can readers show a decided preference for E nglish  writers, 
while the English public has paid to several American 
authors honor such as is rarely m eted out to its own novel­
ists. Harold Frederic, who w rites stories of Am erica, has 
long been in high favor in London, while in this country 
he has been com paratively unknown until quite recently. 
Now, however, he is rapidly acquiring an international 
reputation. H is last novel but one, “ T h e Damnation of 
Theron W are,” is accounted b y  m any the most notable 
story of the year. W hile it was w inning laurels for its 
author another book w as published in London. This is 
called “ March H ares,” and the author w as given as 
George Forth. W hile very  different from "  The Damna­
tion of Theron W are ” it w as g iven  nearly as much notice 
and commendation, and people w ere curious about the 
unknown w riter whose first book showed a master-hand. 
T h e m ystery is now  cleared  aw ay . Messrs. Appleton & 
Co. have recently issued  " March H ares ” with Frederic’s 
name on the title page. T h e result shows that a really 
meritorious work is likely to secure its due meed of praise 
whether its author is known or not.



A B O U T  W OM EN— C O N T E N T S . III

ABOUT WOMEN.
W illiam  D ean H owells has a daughter, Miss M ildred, 

who is an accomplished illustrator. She studied in Paris, 
R om e, and London.

O f  th e  sixty-four who graduated in medicine recently from 
the U niversity of Buffalo three were women, two of them being 
in the honor-roll and one heading the list.

Mme. Paul Bl o u e t , the w ife of “ M ax O ’R e ll,”  is not 
only the translator of all her husband’s books into E n glish , but 
is an excellent cook, and is to be seen at her very best when en­
tertaining her husband’s friends.

A t  V icto r ia , N . S. W ., wom en have now been substituted 
for men at no few er than two hundred railway stations. T h e 
result has been a saving o f $150,000 per year  in salaries. T h e 
average w age paid to a station-m istress i s  $100 per year, 
whereas men used to receive $750.

M iss A . E . T a y l o r , of K en n ed y, N . V . , has invented an 
ingenious clothes-pin. She w as led to make it by seeing a 
wire clothes-pin. such a com plicated affair that she knew it 
could not be sold for the cost o f manufacture. So she invented 
the present device, for which she has received a silver medal.

Mary  F rench F ie l d , eldest daughter if  the late E ugene 
F ield , is preparing herself to carry on the platform work of her 
father, and will make her d e b u t  as a public reader early this 
month. It  was an oft-expressed wish o f M r . Field  that his 
daughter should read from his w ritings, and he was plan nin g 
shortly before his death to have her go  out with him in his 
platform work. She w ill probably g ive  her first reading in C in ­
cinnati.

It  has been the custom of the authorities of M elbourne H os­
pital, A ustralia, to appoint as resident physicians the six gradu­
ates who stand highest in the final honor list o f the U niversity 
o f M elbourne. T h is year two women were am ong the s i x ; 
and, although the profession and the press carried on a wordy 
war about whether they should receive th e  appointm ent, the 
hospital com mittee includes politicians who fo resee  the com ing 
franchise for wom en and so allowed them to assume the positions 
they were entitled to.

W ith  women doctors so long an established institution in 
our own country, and all o f our cities providing large practice 
for a num ber of them, it is surprising to learn that there is but 
one wom an physician in L eip zig , D r. Anna K uhnow . She 
has, however, a large practice, patients com ing to her from all 
parts of Southern Germ any. M unich, too, has only one wom an 
physician, but Berlin boasts o f four,

A  lad y  especially interested in the question has discovered 
that there are now no less than three hundred and fifty-four 
distinct vocations in w hich wom en en gage. T h e one drawback 
is that in the m ajority they have to compete|with men. N one 
the less, the figures are a strikin g proof of woman’s progress in 
the path of independence.

Mrs. R ose H aw th orn e  L athrop (daughter of N athaniel 
H a w thorne, sister o f Julian, and w ife of George Parsons L a ­
throp) has decided to devote her life to nursing cancer patients. 
She writes o f her plans as follow s : “ T h e  place I intend to estab­
lish cannot properly be called a hospital. There w ill be only 
three rooms, w ith a trained nurse and myself. M y means are 
lim ited, and, as I intend to carry on the wort? unaided for two 
or three years at least, until I see whether it w ill be success or 
failure, I cannot take more than two or three patients under 
m y care. I w ant those who are able to walk to come to me 
for treatment. I do not doubt that m any Charitable persons 
would aid me, but I do not w ant to involve them in failure 
if I  fa il.”  Mrs. Lathrop is not liv in g with her husband.

Mrs. A rth ur  Se w a l l , w ife o f the Dem ocratic candidate for 
Vice-President, is a daughter of the late Charles Crooker, of

Bath, M e. She was educated in Ipsw ich, and afterward trav­
eled extensively in this country and Europe. She is a wide 
reader, an earnest student, and a good French scholar. In  
addition, she has the artistic temperament. A  large collection 
of water-colors and landscape photographs made by her in her 
travels testify to this ; and she has received diplomas for her 
work as an expert amateur photographer, in Paris, N ew  Y ork , 
and Boston.

Mrs. F lorence G r a y , whom our readers w ill remember as 
an old contributor to DEMOREST’S, had the honor recently of 
being invited to go  into the kitchen of the K n ickerb ocker A th­
letic C lub, in N ew  Y o rk  C ity , to give some special lessons in 
health cookery to the high-priced c h e f  who reigns therein. 
T h e  instruction had to do especially w ith the preparation of 
vegetables, and so great was the success of the experiment, that 
m any members of the club have becom e enthusiastic vegetarians.

DEMOREST’S FAMILY MAGAZINE,
C O N T E N T S  F O R  D EC E M B ER , 1896.
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REVIEW OF FASHIONS.— DECEMBER.
A PATTERN ORDER will be found at the bottom  of 

page 133. A n y  num ber of patterns can be obtained on the 
order b y  sending four cen ts for each pattern. W rite 
name and address distinctly.

T h e  directions for each pattern are printed on the en vel­
ope containing it, w hich also bears a special illustration of 
the design.

M O D E  R A T IO N  is the key-note of the w in ter’s modes, 
 — that is, moderation com pared w ith w hat w e have

passed through,— and by beautiful degrees w e see 
our skirts, sleeves, and shoulder-trim m ings shrinking to 
less inflated proportions ; often, indeed, to even natural 
size. Skirts are slow est in y ie ld in g  to the change, and 
this is en tirely  because m any w om en still dem and the 
w idest skirts ; w here not specially ordered, how ever, a  
width of from  four and a h alf to five yards is considered 
the correct thing. A n y  of last season’s skirts, in  which 
no eccentricities w ere introduced, are in perfect sty le  now, 
the slight changes seen being in the disposition of the fu ll­
ness, w hich is confined m ore to the back.

T h ere are the usual periodical rum ors of the 
reviva l of overskirts and the return of trim m ed 
skirts ; but w ith  regard  to the first no one takes 
the m atter seriously, and the second is accepted 
only w ith  restrictions. N either fu ll trim m ings, 
nor an y  elaboration of trim m ing is tolerated on 
street-gow ns. A  few  tailor-gow ns of broad­
cloth, covert or m elton cloth, have a p p liq u é  
bands of the sam e or turreted straps in  groups 
of three or more on the side seam s ; or perhaps 
a  w ide band of the cloth, 
w ith  m any row s of stitching, 
crosses the foot of the side 
breadths, fasten in g  u p o n  
the front breadth w ith tw o or 
three straps. More elaborate 
cloth gow ns have a narrow 
band of fu r at the foot, som e­
tim es headed b y  a vine of 
braiding or je t em broidery.
F u ll trim m ings of ruffles 
and ruches are confined to 
even in g  gow ns, m ostly of 
diaphanous f a b r i c s ,  and 
skirts of rich silks are per­
fectly  plain, or at m ost m ay 
have vin es of spangled em ­
broidery on the seam s.

T h e  new  brocaded silks 
are a l m o s t  a g g re ss iv e ly  
sum ptuous. Som e o f them  
are of so startling designs,

so im mense in size, and so v iv id  in color that women ask 
each other, “  Hoes anybody w ear th e m ? ” In  delicate 
evening colors, with the pattern in harm onizing tones and 
shades, instead o f  contrasting, some of them  are very  
beautiful. Delicate cam eo-pinks, pearl-grays, and pale 
blues, have realistic designs of large poppies in w hich the 
shading of the petals and leaves is exquisite ; and even 
w here the riot of color is so brilliant th at one cannot see 
an y  use for the fabric, one is forced to adm ire the skill of 
the designer and w eaver. Superb evening w raps are 
m ade of these silks, but refined taste selects the quieter 
patterns and colors. A  lovely  garm ent is of silver-gray 
brocade w ith  a square yoke and h igh  collar of chinchilla ; 
it  hangs quite full, but has no shoulder-trimm ings.

T h e fan cy  waist still rem ains an im portant part o f every  
wom an’s wardrobe, and five tim es out of six, th is season, 
a jack et or jacket-effect form s part o f it. A  sm art affair, 
suitable for th e theater, is a  jack et of g ra y  v e lv et h avin g 

hair-line stripes of black. In length  it  extends 
only a few  inches below  the b u s t ; groups of 
fine tucks in the fronts and center of the back 
run flow n from  the neck two-thirds of its 
length, leav in g  a ruffle effect a t the edge which 
is bordered w ith a  frin ge of b lack ostrich tips. 
It i s  b righten ed  w ith cerise  ribbon overlaid 
w ith  V en etian  guipure w hich bands the sleeve 
puffs and trim s the w rists and neck.

Hats and bonnets are shaped and trim m ed to 
suit every sty le  o f face ; there are, w ide brims 

and n a r r o w  ones, high 
crow ns and low  ones, tur­
bans and picture hats ; and 
the trim m ing is h igh on 
one side, or it  nods both 
w ays in the balanced style 
so lon g worn. T h e small 
even in g bonnets are charm ­
ing, and the b righ test colors 
and m ost g litterin g  trim ­
m ings are used. M any are 
quaint and even eccentric in 
shape, su ggestin g  R ussian 
and O ld Germ an models. 
T h e  crow ns are often of jew ­
eled ve lv et, and again  they 
are a mass of Rhinestones.

A WARM WRAP. THE “ RAYMONDE.'

O ur thanks are due Messrs. 
A itken , Son &  Co., and B. 
A ltm an & Co. for courtesies 
received.
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FOR COOL DAYS.
THE “ PILAR.”

FOR C O O L  DAYS.
T he shoulder collar is fou n d  so u sefu l th a t e v e ry  wom an 

considers it  one o f the m ost convenien t artic les in  her 
w ardrobe. D u rin g  the first cool d ays of autum n , and on 
w arm  w in ter d ays, i t  affords a ll th e w arm th required  w ith  
an ord inary street go w n  ; an d  i f  the g o w n  b e  a particu ­
la r ly  handsom e one, it  does n ot cover it  up or crush its 
trim m ings. E v e ry  d escription  o f fu r  is fused fo r  these b e­
com in g collars, an d  th e y  a re  also m ad e o f v e lv e t  or v e ­
lo u r s  d u  N o r d  and  trim m ed w ith  fur,. T h e  pattern  is  also  
a  good  m odel for th e  fou n d ation  o f the elaborate shoulder 
capes, w hich  are n ow  a  to ssin g  m ass of chiffon  and  lace 
ruffles upon rich  brocad ed  satin  and fa n c y  silks. Som e 
o f these capes om it th e co llar an d  are finished a t  the n eck  
w ith  v e ry  fu ll ruches. W h en  th e collar is  u sed  on them  
it is  often  le ft  open a t th e  seam s, each section  b e in g  
w ired, and billow s o f p la ited  c h iffo n , la c e , an d  ribbon 
loops fill th e o p e n in g s  T h e  cap e illustrated  is  o f v e lo u r s  
d u  N o r d  trim m ed w ith  m ink. T h e  pattern  is th e “  P ila r .”

A WARM W RAP.
A s  m an y capes are seen th is season as heretofore, and 

no question has been raised  as to their c o n tin ued  vogue.
L ik e  th e shirt-w aist, th eir con ven ien ce and com fort are so 
g re a t  th at practica l w om en w ill not relinquish them  till 
som eth in g  eq u ally  com fortable is  designed. T h e re  are 
a  g re a t m an y g a y ly  plaided w raps, for golfing and tra ve l­
in g , w h ich  retain  th e larg e  hood, and there is also a  g reat 
v a r ie ty  o f others m ade either o f reversible cloths or of 
h e a v y  m eltons, kerseys, and  box-cloths w hich  are lin ed  
w ith  handsom e silks. T h e  la tter  are u su a lly  trim m ed 
w ith  strap s and  bands o f th e cloth, and have h igh , flarin g 
collars. T h e  a v e ra g e  len gth  is lik e  the w rap illustrated, 
but dressy  ones fo r carriage  use and Evening w e ar are 
still short.

O ur m odel is of d ark  blue kersey, lin ed  w ith  ch an geable 
taffeta  and trim m ed w ith  ban ds o f the cloth. T h e se  bias 
bands m ust b e  cu t w ith  sharp scissors, so as to avoid  the 
least fra y in g , and  th ey are stitched close t o the ed ge  w ith  
silk  to m atch the cloth. T h e  double-breasted fro n t g iv e s
additional w arm th, and the h igh  collar is both becom ing A SMART RECEPTION-GOWN,
and com fortable. T h e  pattern  is the “  H aym on de.” Normanis j a c k e t  r o l f  s k i r t .

Copyright, 1896, by Demorest Publishing Company.

A SMART RECEPTION-GOWN.
Broadcloth in a  d ark  shade o f cadet b lu e is th e fa b ric  

o f th is effective  an d  b ecom in g  gow n . T h e  sk irt is the 
“  R o lf ,” w h ich  has a c ircle  fro n t an d  tw o  b ack  b re a d th s, 
and  m easures b etw een  five and  six  y ard s a t th e foot. I f  
m ore con ven ien t to cu t w ith  a seam  up the front, th e p a t­
tern can be fo ld ed  double, an d  th e stra ig h t ed ge  o f th e 
goods la id  on th e b a ck  seam  ; a n d i f  a  n arro w  sk irt is 
desired  th e “  C arro ll ” can  b e used. T h e re  is  a  six-in ch 
fa c in g  o f crin olin e around th e foot, b u t  no in terlin in g. 
F in e  p ip in g s o f b la ck  satin  finish a ll the ed ges o f the 
ja c k e t an d  sk irt, an d  fo u r row s ex ten d  up th e fro n t o f the 
skirt. T h e  ja c k e t  is  w orn  over a  sleev e less  b lou se o f bro­
caded  p e a u  de soie in  shades o f d u ll red s an d  b lu e ; and 
in th e b ack  th e ja c k e t ju s t  reach es th e  fo ld s w h ich  form  
the g ird le. T h e  fla rin g  cu ff a t  th e  w ris t  is fa ce d  w ith  the 
p e a u  de so ie , an d  th e co llar is  o f th e sam e. T h e  p attern  
o f th e  ja c k e t-w a ist is th e “  N o rm a n is .”
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A WINTER COAT.

T here are more radical changes 
in the styles of new coats this 
autum n than in anything else but 
the sleeves of gow ns. T h eir dis­
tinguishing features are high, 
flaring collars, sm aller sleeves, 
shaping to the arm for several 
inches above the elbow, a n d  
g r e a t l y  d i m i n -  

i ished fullness in  
 the back o f  t h e  

skirt, which fi t s 
trig ly  o v e r  t h e  
hips. V e ry  m any 
are h alf loose in 
front, often double- 
b r e a s t e d ,  and 
f a s t e n  in visib ly  
excep t at top and 
b o t t o m  , w here 
large ornam ental 
buttons are seen ; 
and all, no m atter 
w h a t  t h e  cut, 
w hether E m pire, 
sacque back, h a lf  
fittin g  or close, are 
short, the average  
len gth  b ein g  like 
the coat illustrated.

T h e  m odel garm en t is o f green m elton, trim m ed w ith  
Persian  lam b and lin ed  w ith  chan geable silk ,— red and 
green. T h e  back is fitted w ith  the usual seam s, and the 
♦ fronts h ave sin gle  darts ; the sk irt fits easily  around the 
hips w ith ou t flutes, and the. p laits in the back  are pressed 
flat. Straps o f b lack v e lv e t, p iped w ith  green  satin and 
ornam ented w ith  fan cy  buttons, trim  the front, w hich 
is buttoned in v is­

A WINTER COAT. 
THE “ WINTON."

A CHIC CLOTH GOWN.
THEODORA BASQUE.

A CHIC CLOTH GOW N.
i b l y  w i t h  flat, 
pearl buttons.

T he most frivo 
lously f e t c h i n g  
evening wrap seen 
is evolved out of 
hundreds of yards 
of flowered chiffon  
ruffles, put on in 
p y r a m i d s  from 
throat to edge, and 
surrounded by ruffles of satin-bor­
dered gauze, folds of which are 
drawn down between the pyramids; 
these ruffled g o d e ts  expand at the 
bottom to a sweep of yards.

A  contrast to this in its Q uaker- 
lik e  sim plicity  is a d ain ty  cape of 
b lu e-gray  box-cloth lin ed  w i t h  
brocaded w h ite  satin. S everal 
row s of stitch in g  are the only fin­
ish fo r  the ed ge, but there is  a 
w id e sh oulder collar, and  another 
tu rn in g  up to the ears and fra m in g  the face becom in gly, o f 
g ra y  moufflon.

S umptuous carriage cloaks are of dark v e lv e ts  and bro­
cades in E m pire sty le , w ith  h u ge bishop sleeves, and 
m uch trim m in g o f fu r and lace.

R eddish-brown camel's-hair serge is the fab ric  used 
in this handsom e tailor gow n. A n y  o f our recent skirt 
patterns can be used for this, b u t the “  C arro ll," which has 
five breadths and m easures on ly  four  and a  h a lf yards at 
the foot, is com m ended as specially  suitable. T h e  pattern 
of the bodice is the “  T h e o d o ra ” ; it  is fitted  sn u gly  w ith 
the usual seam s, and the short basque is  round in  the 
back  and w ithout fu lln ess. T h e  ed ges are finished w ith 
silk  soutache of a d arker shade than the gow n, and the 
fron t hooks in visib ly  to the vest on one side. T h e  vest is

o f greensand-brow n changeable 
silk  la id  in fine tucks, and the 
flarin g collar and the turrets 
around the w rist are faced  w ith 
the sam e. T h e  m odel is com­
m ended for a ll the sm ooth 
cloths so m uch in vo gu e th is 
season. A  gow n  of dark blue 
serge or zibeline w ill h ave a 
vest of green  silk  ; and a  g ra y  
one, of prune or black and 
white..
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