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Getting Ready
You can tell it’s getting close 

to football season when you go 
to the weight rooms at Valdosta 
High and Lowndes High and 
1987’s crop of football players 
are busy pushing their bodys to 
the limit so they might get that 
extra little advantage during 
the game.
; At Valdosta High School, 
Andre Hampton (above) shows 
grit and determination as he 
hoist up a heavy weight.

At Lowndes High, Doug 
Hubbard, (right) is busy get­
ting his legs in shape with a 
series of leg presses.

Weight lifting is a very im­
portant part of the daily sched­
ule players at Valdosta and 
Lowndes go through as they 
strive to become the best they 
can be in 1987. — Times Staff 
Photos by Paul Leavy



Thurs., Aug. 20,1987
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.Sound Of Music
Instruments and cases are strewn around the Valdosta 180 students signed up to participate in the camp. - Times 

State College band field as members of the Valdosta High Staff Photo by Bob Lupinek.
band are enjoying summer camp at the college. More thai^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^—————^^j

*

‘ V’

Cheerleaders
Win Honors

Valdosta High School varsity 
basketball cheerleaders brought home 
awards from the National Cheerlead­
ing Association camp at the University 
of Georgia in Athens.

More than 600 teen-agers from 
Georgia, Alabama, and Florida 
participated in the Aug. 11 through 
Friday competition. Of the 52 squads 
which competed, VHS was one of 12 
squads who were nominated for the 
Award of Excellence. VHS received the 
squad achievement ribbon, two superi­
or ribbons and two excellent ribbons 
and brought back one of the 15 Spirit 
Sticks awarded.

VHS adviser is Eloise Terry. The 
cheerleaders were accompanied by 
Lynn Joiner and Belinda Yeager.

Pictured at left are Emily Josey, 
Meg Rainey, Lisa See, Captain Leanne 
Yeager, Co-Captain Allison Buie, Beth 
Edwards, Stacie O’Nell, Stephanie 
Jones, Monique Parker.
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Wildcat Camp
Valdosta head coach Nick Hyder was extremely 

► pleased following the first day of practice.
“The defense really had a good day,” Hyder said. 

► “Coronzoa Greene, Robert Fillmore and George 
Copeland on the defensive front really looked good.

) “The defense is always ahead of the offense at this 
point, but they are really ahead this year. We had a lot 

^ of good hitting out there. ’*

Of the 97 players listed on the Wildcats’ roster, 94 of 
k them were at camp the first day. The three who 

missed were gone because of family obligations. A 
I couple more players missed the morning practice, but 

returned for the afternoon workouts.
I o * * *

One thing that was in favor of the players during the 
| O first day was the weather. Although it was warm 
r w during the morning, afternoon clouds moved in later 
। and cooled off the field.
' The players took advantage of the situation by 

enjoying a very spirited workout during the afternoon.
I “Our morale is still very high,” Hyder said. “They 

were ready to get camp going. ’’ । * * ♦
Valdosta opens the season in three weeks at 

) LaGrange, and the Wildcat coaches have already 
started preparing their team for the Grangers. 

। Valdosta will work on offensive and defensive drills 
" every day as well as the kicking game.

k 0 The Wildcats suffered their first casualty of the 
season just before the conclussion of the morning 

k practice. James Osborne, a 200-pound defensive 
O lineman, suffered a disloacted ankle.

— ROBERT L. BRADLEY
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Notebook

° Wildcat Camp
Valdosta’s bruising running back Lawrence Sharpe 

can be rightly called “a hoss”. Sharpe, at 6-foot-2, 275 
pounds, comes at diminutive defensive backs like a 
steam roller. He can even play defense.

Sharpe, however, says he’s the runt of the litter.
“I’m the smallest in my family,” claimed Sharpe at 

Thursday evening’s Wildcat practice.
“I got one brother who’s about 290 and another who’s

Strength coach Bob Bolton said he’s like to see 
Sharpe as low as 235 and Sharpe said that was his goal.

♦ ♦ ♦

Spotted watching the ’Cats from a distance was 
. former Wildcat noseguard Eric “Crazy” Larry, who’s 

pugnacious attitude earned him the reputation as one 
tough guy.

Taking Larry’s place is his brother Robert Fillmore, 
who is apparenlty cut in the same mold as Larry.

“He may be uglier than me, but he’s not better,” 
claimed Larry.

♦ ♦ ♦

Safety Jason Bridges claimed yesterday was his 
worst day of camp thus far.

It seems the high heat and humidity in the morning 
got to the 148-pound junior.

Bridges got a break from the heat last night as a 
smattering of rain cooled temperatures.

ESPN rolled into camp yesterday morning and 
filmed the ’Cats crawling out of bed. The players 
appear pretty unphased about the network being there.

The footage of the visit to VHS will air Wednesday, 
Sep. 2 at 7:30p.m. on ESPN.

♦ * ♦

The Wildcats will get their first chance to scrim­
mage at Cleveland Field tonight at 7:30 p.m.

— By MIKE COLOMBO

Times Staff Photcs By Paul Leavy

Runner And Tackler Collide During VHS Camp Thursday

Students here and across the nation are cultures are being featured. Pictured above 
participating in the obvservance of National are Valdosta High School students serving 
School Lunch Week which began Monday, their plates Wednesday with a "e$t African 
This year’s theme is School Lunch: It Makes menu of Congo Chicken. Times Staff Photo 
a World of Difference and foods of other By Paul Leavy.
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Offense Sputter^

Defense Controls 
Cats’ Scrimmage

By MIKE COLOMBO
Times Sports Writer

—Times Staff Photo by Paul Leavy.

Kenny Rose Escapes Grasp Of Defender As He Breaks Off A Long Punt Return

The Valdosta Wildcat Ist-team of­
fense could had trouble moving the ball 
against the 2nd team defense in Friday 
night’s scrimmage at Cleveland Field.

Part of the problem might have been 
fatigue from 20 gruelling practices in 
the hot south Georgia sun. Was the 
offense tired?

Valdosta head coach Nick Hyder had 
only good things to say about the 
defense.

‘"Hey, let’s give credit where credit 
is due,” said Hyder. “I think the 
defense played well. It’s hard to run 
through bricks. They really plugged 
the holes out there.”

Starting running back James Rob­
erts, a 215-pound junior, amassed just 
12 yards on eight carries.

Isaac Ceaser, who also tips the 
scales near the 200 mark, gained just 
18 yards on five carries.

Causing some of the problem was 
defensive player George Copeland, 
sporting No. 74 during the scrimmage. 
Copeland made some vicious hits and 
came up with two fumble recoveries.

“Copeland’s a mister,” said Hyder. 
“He’s a big strong kid and a good 
student too.”

Safety Will Troutman also made his 
mark with a key tackle of split end 
Charles Steward after a long pass 
completion that could have gone for a 
score.

B.J. Mason and Ben Hogan 
alternated as quarterback for the first 
and second team offenses, and Hogan 
may force Mason to work just a little 
harder.

While Mason completed just 3-of-8 
passes for zero total yards, Hogan hit 
3-of-9 for 60 total yards.

He threw two long strikes to Steward 
for 25 and 33 yards and threaded the 
needle to complete a 22-yarder to 
receiver Timmy Holmes.

“B.J. is still our number one

quarterback, but Hogan’s not far 
behind,” said Hyder. “Hogan is a good 
athlete and has a strong arm, and we 
feel confident with him in there. ’’

Twenty-four total points were scored 
during the evening.

Kenny Rose opened the scoring by 
returning a Joe Wright punt 54 yards 
for a touchdown with 3:21 left in the 
first period and Todd Peterson added 
the extra point.

The second score came in the second 
period after the first-team offense drve 
the ball from its own 34 to the 22 where 
Hogan ran it in around the right end. 
The 10-play drive was the longest of the 
evening for the main offense and 
Peterson again added the extra point.

The third touchdown drive was 
sparked by Hogan’s 33-yarder to Stew­
ard that put the ball down to the 
20-yard line where Carlos Paker ran it 
in and Peterson kicked the PAT.

Peterson showed his skills to finish 
the game, booting a 48-yard field goal.

Safety and punt returner Reginald 
Dandy showed his skills during the 
evening. He returned one kick 42 yards 
but it was called back because of 
clipping, but Dandy returned another 
42 yards that stuck.

Dandy, Coronzoa Greene, Mason, 
Steward, and Andy Anderson were 
named the 1987 team captains. Steward 
is the overall team captain, Mason 
offensive captain, Anderson offensive 
co-captain, Dandy defensive captain, 
and Greene defensive co-captain.

Freshman punter and running back 
Joe Wright was the leading ground 
gainer, amassing 26 yards on six 
carries for the third-team offense.

Hyder said he was generally pleased 
with the progress of his team after its 
annual two weeks of football camp.

“I think we look pretty good after 20 
practices,” Hyder said. “The coaches 
have done a pretty good job. I’m just 
looking forward to spending some time 
relaxing this weekend, and I know the 
coaches are ready to spend some time 
with their families.”

Lowndes Will Escape Blue Devils; Valdosta To

There is little parity in high school 
football. High school football is built on 
tradition, community support, and 
quality coaching. Leave out one of 
these three elements, and any program 
is in trouble.

I have recently received criticism for 
picking Lowndes and Valdosta as such 
heavy favorites over their Albany­
based opponents. Coaches argue that 
on a gridiron anything can happen. 
That’s true within reason. My argu- , 
ment, however, is that it would be 
unreasonable to pick Valdosta or 
Lowndes and any Albany school in a 
close games.

Valdosta beat Dougherty 40-13 last 
week, and for this year’s Dougherty

: » Mike 
Colombo 

Times Sports Editor

high team to beat Valdosta, Wildcat 
head coach Nick Hyder would have to 
play the Tomcats all night long, and 
I’m not sure that they would lose. The 
Trojans just plain stink. They have

little talent and, in recent times, have 
not been close to fielding a truly 
competitive team.

If Valdosta had played its first team 
all night long, Valdosta probably would 
have scored 54 or even 60.

Lowndes shutout Westover 35-0. The 
only way the Patriots would win is if 
the entire Viking starting squad had a 
collective cerebral brain hemorrhage.

Wilson and Hyder obviously have 
great respect for the Vince Dooley 
school of praising the opponent. I don’t 
expect the two distinguished 
gentleman of Region 1-AAAA to say the 
enemy stinks, but let’s not make 
Monroe look like Notre Dame.

A goat is a goat, even if you call it a

bull.
Lowndes at Tift County — I’m sure 

that Coach Wilson wants me to pick the 
Blue Devils. Tifton has a bruising 
defense, but the Devils have been 
inconsistent offensively.

Tifton quarterback Derick Hen­
derson is not a great throwing 
quarterback, and despite what Tift did 
against Valdosta, Tifton’s running 
game is not that solid.

Lowndes is first in the region against 
the rush and second against the pass. 
Don’t look for Tift to score more than a 
field goal.
Lowndes 10, Tift County 3

Valdosta at Westover — No contest. 
Westover is 0-5 and got murdered by

zo /6 ry
Lowndes last week. Ignore the home­
field advantage; Valdosta will proba­
bly bring about as many people as 
Westover draws.

Valdosta is riding a 21-game winning 
streak. It won’t end against the 
Patriots. Hyder will once again wisely 
see to it that some of the younger kids 
get toplay.
Valdosta 35, Westover 10
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...After All These Years
Parlez-Vous 
Francais?

It’s been quite a transi­
tion for Tracy Ham. After 
quarterbacking the 
Georgia Southern Eagles 
to a national championship 
in 1985 and 1986. Ham,
pictured right, is now 
playing with the Edmonton 
Eskimos of the Canadian
Football League. Ham, 
however, has seen very 
limited playing time as he 
listed as the third-string 
quarterback.

He’s also trying to learn 
how to speak French for 
his team’s trip to 
Montreal.

14-1 = 7
Together Nick Hyder and Billy Hen­

derson have won seven state champion­
ships in the past 10 years. Hyder has 
successfully guided the Valdosta High 
Wildcats to the state championship in 
1978, ’82, ’84, and ’86. Henderson, 
meanwhile, has led Clarke Central to the 
state championship in ’77, *79 and ’85.

For the past several years, AAAA 
football in Georgia has been ruled by the 
two teams. Valdosta defeated Clarke 
Central 21-14 for the 1984 state title. The 
Gladiators then won 29 consecutive, 
including the 1985 title, before dropping a 
28-0 decision to the Wildcats in last year’s 
title game.

Hoping To Volunteer
After leading the Valdota High Wildcats to two state 

championships and one national title, Derrick Folsom 
ventured to Northeast Oklahoma A&M, the nation’s 
top-ranked junior college team. Northeast lost only 
two games during Folsom’s two-year stint. Last year, 
he recored 19 tackles, eight assists, and three broken 
up passes. He is regarded as an excellent pass ,
defender.

This year, Folsom will playing for the Tennessee 
Volunteers. He will be battling Kelly Days for the 
starting free safety position. Although neither has 
ever played a down for the Vols, Folsom should have 
an upper hand because he arrived in Knoxville in time 
for spring practice. According to the Tennessee press 
guide, Folsom has had little trouble adjusting to the 
Tennessee defense.

The Top Tutor
Football has been a way of life for Jack 

Rudolph. After playing high school ball, 
Rudolph went on to Atlanta to play for the 
Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets under the legend­
ary Bobby Dodd. As a defensive end, Rudolph 
lettered with the Yellow Jackets in 1957, 58 and 
59. . .

After leaving Georgia Tech, Rudolph joined 
the Boston Patriots of the American Football

League. He finished his career with the Miami 
Dolphins.

When he retired from professional football, 
Rudolph came to Valdosta, his wife’s 
hometown. He has become one of the top 
defensive coordinators in the state. His defenses 
are always tough to gain yards against, 
including last year when the ’Cats yielded an 
average of just 155 yards and 5.4 points a game.
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Laura Dennis of Valdosta High stretches for 
ball in the Lady Wildcats first ever softball 
game Thursday afternoon at Valdosta Highs’ 
new softball field. However the outcome was

not what caoch Susan Montgomery wanted as 
her team dropped a double header to Ware 
County by the scores of 6-3 and 3-1 — Times 
Staff Photo By Paul Leavy ^^^—^

V. Tiroes ^-(a. TT • 1Volunteers Key To United Way
Volunteerism is one of the key ingredients of the United 

Way, and that trait was in ample evidence during the 1987-88 
Lowndes campaign kickoff last week. The whole affair was 
an effort of volunteers, as is the campaign itself.

Particularly pleasing, according to UW Executive 
Director Ray Hamel, were the volunteer efforts of young 
people. Here (photo above) The Valdosta High School Band 
performs a routine during the kickoff. The band, under the 
direction of Steve Hankla, provided pep rally music. Also 
participating were cheerleaders from Valdosta High and 
Lowndes High (photo below), who cheered on the United 
Way effort.

The program itself was one of volunteers. A motivatmg 
skit in song and dance was presented by Hope Ince, Jacque 
Wheeler and Campaign Chairman Jerry Rainey. The script 
was written by Jacque and Randy Wheeler. Tess Price 
coordinated arrangements for the kickoff and Stacy Rogers 
was accompanist for the skit. The Elks Lodge provided the

facility on a last-minute, emergency basis, Hamel said.
Other volunteers who helped with the kickoff were 

Valdosta Coca-Cola, Kentucky Fried Chicken, Good Plate 
Restaurant, Dodge of Valdosta, Paul Cribbs Insurance, 
Crackin’ Good Bakers and Valdosta State College.

Rainey said the campaign is off to a “rousing start” with 
Pacesetter firms pledging $214,261 toward the goal of 
$610,000. “It’s a great start, but we need the rest of the 
community to maintain or exceed a 15 percent average 
increase in giving to hit our goal,” he said. .. . n

Pcesetter firms include Barnes Drugs, Bayliner Marine, C 
& S National Bank, Crackin’ Good Snacks, Dowling Bag, 
First State Bank & Trust, First Union National Bank, 
Georgia Power Co., Griffin Corp., Langdale Company 
Industries, Park Avenue Bank, SAFT America, Sears, 
Roebuck & Co., South Georgia Pecan Co., Texture-Tex, 
Tillman, McTier, Coleman, Talley, Newbern & Kurrie and 
Winn Dixie-Francis Lake.
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On Top 
\A 7jm^ $ 23-gf-

The Associated Press

Three teams have been ranked No. 1 
in Class AAA in Georgia high school 
football so far this young season, the 
latest being Central of Thomasville, 
and Coach Charlie Greene hopes his 
troops learned a lesson last year about 
being at the top. A , ,,

“I agree it’s a hard place to stay, 
Greene said. “We’ve got a pretty good 
group of kids that keep things on a 
pretty calm level. They realize being 
No 1 that everybody’s going to shoot at 
them; we learned that the hard way 
last season when we were ranked No. 1 
and got knocked off real early.”

Central moves up from No. 2 in this 
week’s AP poll of sportswriters and 
broadcasters to replace Worth County, 
which held the top ranking for two 
weeks before losing last Friday to 
Thomasville. Villa Rica started the 
season No. 1 in AAA, but lost its first 
£ame

Thomasville moves to No. 2, setting 
up a showdown with Central Oct. 16.

Central got eight first-place votes, 
Thomasville got four and No. 3 
Lakeside got the other two.

The other No. 1 teams remain the 
same this week: Valdosta in AAAA, 
Central of Carrollton in AA and Lincoln 
County in A, the only unanimous No. 1 
pick. . *

The Newnan Cougars, winners of 
three straight, replace winless Clarke 
Central in the top 10 in Class AAAA in 
this week’s poll.

Newnan edges past Warner Robins 
and into the No. 9 spot to enter the 
rankings for the first time this season. 
Clarke Central, which lost the state 
championship game last year to Val­
dosta, has dropped its first two games 
this season and falls from the top 10.

The top 10 in each classification has 
a new team. In Class AAA, Hart 
County, 3-0, moves to the No. 10 spot 
while Americus, No. 8 last week, falls 
from the rankings after losing to 
Lowndes. .

In Class AA, the new team is west 
Rome, 2-0 after downing archrival 
East Rome last weekend 14-0. East 
Rome, which at the time was the No. 2 
team in Class A, falls to fifth. West 
Rome replaces East Hall at No. 10.

In Class n, the rising star is 
Brookstone, which twice has won 
impressively — 46-0 over Athens 
Academy in the season opener and 49-6 
last weekend over Crawford County. 
Bowdon, which lost for the second time 
in three games, falls from the 
rankings._________

By AMY SWANN 
Times Staff Writer

Cliss AAAA
The top four teams are the same — 

Valdosta, Griffin, Baldwin and 
McEachern, although Griffin did 
manage to take away one of Valdosta s 
first-place votes this week, the first 
time the Wildcats have not been a 
unanimous choice. „

No 5 Evans, No. 6 Southwest De­
Kalb, No. 7 Tift Co. and No. 8 Lowndes 
each moved up one notch to fill the 
space left by Clarke Centrals de­
parture. Warner Robins stays 10th and 
Newnan moves to ninth.

Newnan has beaten McIntosh, Shaw 
and Fayette by an aggregate score of 
126-29.

Class AAA
Central of Thomasville remained 

unbeaten with its 17-14 victory over 
AAAA Colquitt County last weekend.

Thomasville’s 2140 yfctorv over 
Worth County propelled the Bulldogs 
from fourth to second, while Lakeside 
remains No. 3. .

Marist moves past Villa Rica to take 
the No 4 spot, and Worth County falls 
to No. 5. Villa Rica is Nb. 6, followed by 
Cedartown and Habersham Central.

Peach County falls two spots to No. 9 
after its tough 21-20 loss to Mary 
Persons. Hart County moves into 10th 
after its third straight victory. The 
Bulldogs have yielded only seven 
points in those three games.

Glass AA
AA is the most stable classification 

so far this season. The first nine teams 
are the same and in the same order: 
Central of Carrollton remains No. 1, 
then Robert E. Lee at No. 2, Camden
County at No. 3, Swainsboro at No. 4.

Mary Persons remains fifth after its 
dramatic victory over Peach County; 
Manchester is sixth, Greene-Taliaferro 
is seventh, Washington-Wilkes is eighth 
and Lovett is ninth.

The only change is at No. 10, where 
West Rome edged East Hall, although 
East Hall won last week 14-6 over 
Morgan County. But West Rome beat 
highly regarded East Rome in convin­
cing fashion.

Class A
Lincoln County got all 14 first-place 

votes and remains No. 1. Louisville 
moves up a notch to No 2.

Clinch Co., tied last week with 
Louisville, now has the No. 3 spot all to 
itself.

The Valdosta Daily Times, Fri., Sept. 18,1987 3" A

7 Area Students Picked 
To Seek ‘Merit Scholar’

Seven area youth have been selected 
as simifinalists in the 33rd annual 
Merit Program sponsored by the 
National Merit Scholarship Corpora­
tion.

Local semifinalists are from four 
different high schools including Beth A. 
Haywood from Lowndes High School.

Semifinalists from Valdosta High 
School were Ann L. Clark, Holly A. 
Davis, Jeffrey S. Lahr and Gregory N. 
Leong.

From The Valwood School, Kristin L. 
Carpenter was a semifinlist as was 
Darin M. Cowart from Cook County 
High School.

These area students were among 
some 15,000 young men and women 
across the country who were selected 
as semifinalists.

These academically talented high 
school seniors in all 50 states will have 
an opportunity to continue in the 1988 
competition for above 6,000 Merit 
Scholarships worth over $23 million.

than one million students in 
),000 U.S. secondary schools 
the current Merit Program by 

qualifying test, the

PSAT/NMSQT, in 1986 when they were 
juniors. The top scorers in every state, 
representing about half of one precent 
of the state’s high school graduating 
class, are included in the natiowide 
Semi-finalist pool.

To be considered for Merit Scholar­
ships, semifinalists must first become 
finalists by meeting high academi 
standards, being fully endorsed and 
recommednded by their high schools, 
taking the SAT and confirming their 
qualifying test performance and sub­
mitting information about their school 
and community activities, personal 
interests, and goals.

Approximately 13,500 of the semifi­
nalists are expected to advance to 
finalist standing and to compete for 
merit scholarships in 1988. About 44 
percent of the distinguished finalists 
will receive a Merit Scholarship and all 
winners, regardless of the type of 
award offered will be chosen from the 
finalist group.

Every finalist will be considered for 
one of 1,800 National Merit $2,000 
Scholarships, awards that are distrib­
uted on a state representational basais 
according to each state’s percentage of 
the total of U.S. 12th graders. Winners 
will be selected by a committee of 
college admission professionals who 
will judge which finalists in each state 

• have the strongest combination of 
academic and extracurricular ac­
complishments.

Corporations, foundations, and other 
business organizations also will un­
derwriter some 1,400 Merit Scholar­
ships for finalists who meet their 

' preferential criteria.
Most sponsors designate their 

awards for linalists who are children of 
their employees, residents of an area 
the company serves, or finalists with 
career goals the sponsor wishes to 
encourage. Nearly all corporate- 
sponsored Merit Scholarships are re­
newable and provide between $500 and 
$8,000 for each college undergraduate 
year; a few are one-time awards of 
$2,000.

The 1988 class of Merit Scholars to be 
announced next spring will join some 
102,500 other academic champions who 
have received Merit Scholarships 
worth $310 million since the first Merit 
Program was completed in 1956.
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Swarming Valdosta Wildcat Defense Closes In On Leon- Tallahasee Running Back During Friday's Game

Valdosta, Lowndes Atop 1-AAAA Again
Valdosta head coach Nick Hyder and 

Lowndes head coach Joe Wilson could 
hardly expect their teams to be playing 
any better headed into the first week of 
Region 1-AAAA games.

After being tested by a talented 
Waycross bunch, the Valdosta Wildcats 
rebounded to thrash Leon of 
Tallahassee 41-20 Friday night.

Lowndes, meanwhile, stepped all 
over Waycross, leading 36-0 before the 
Bulldogs scored two touchdowns on the
second and third team defense.

I know it’s a little early for this 
sports writer to be making predictions, 
but I can’t help feeling it will be 
Lowndes and Valdosta once again in 
the Region 1-AAAA title game.

The only team that may challenge 
the two is Tift County, but the Blue 
Devils are 1-2 and appear to have all 
the offensive punch of the Baltimore 
Colts.

What’s impresive about Valdosta’s 
last two wins is the fact that the 
Wildcats have done it without the 
services of running back Lawrence 
Sharpe,______________

Mike 
Colombo 

Tinies Sports Writer

Sharpe has been benched for dis­
ciplinary reasons, but that hasn’t hurt 
the Wildcat running game any. James 
Roberts, Isaac Ceaser and BJ Mason 
combined for 238 yards against Leon 
and all are near the top in the region 
rushing statistics.

Back for the Wildcats was offensive 
lineman Andy Anderson, who missed 
the first three games with a leg injury.

“For the running game to work, you 
have to execute. That means the line 
has to block well,” said Valdosta’s 
Hyder, who became the first high

school coach in Georgia to win 200 
games in 20 seasons with the win over 
Leon.

“Our front line deserves a lot of 
credit. Todd Pitchford, David 
Hazelhurst, Jackie Morgan, Andy 
Rykard and Steve Smith have done fine 
jobs. Shawn Eilders has come in and 
gotten some golden experience, and 
Qiat’s rare for a freshman lineman.”

But equally impressive is Lowndes’ 
running game. Running back Mark
Walker had another vintage night 
against Waycross, gaining 110 yards on 
17 carries. Walker got help from 
Bennie Pierce and Bobo Perry. This is 
the strongest rushing offense Lowndes 
has had in years.

Lowndes’ defense, however, is play­
ing incredible. Anchored by noseguard 
Chuck Miller and linebacker Fast 
Freddy Richardson, Lowndes has 
proven to be a brick wall against the 
running game.

While Waycross finished with 172 
rushing yards, the Bulldogs had only 29 
after the first half and got the vast 
majority of their rushing yardage on

two long runs.
In other action around the area, 

Clinch County’s Herbert Mingo 
solidified his ranking with the best 
running backs in the area by rushing 
for 104 yards on 16 carries and 
returning a kickoff 91 yards for a 
score. Clinch whipped McIntosh 
County Academy 27-8 and is 4-0.

In Nashville, Jason Hamil returned 
to play after recuperating from a 
collar bone fracture. Hamil immedi-
ately made a his presence felt, cat­
ching a touchdown pass from Ben 
Smith in the Rebels’ 14-0 win over 
Turner County.

The Valwood Valiants proved me 
wrong by thrashing Bulloch Acadmey 
47-0 in Statesboro. That game featured 
the return of Rusty Byington at 
quarterback. Byington led the team to 
a state title in 1985, but did not play at 
Valwood last season. Until Friday, 
Byington was the No. 2 man to Danny 
Swilley.

Byington passed for 90 yards, com­
pleting 9-of-12 with no interceptions 
and one touchdown.



LHS, VHS
By ANTHONY DASHER
Times Sports Writer

Both the Valdosta and Lowndes 
softball teams will be trying to atone 
for sub-par seasons when the two 
squads travel to Tifton today for the 
Region 1-AAAA softball tournament.

Action will get underway this after­
noon at the H.B. Hamilton Softball 
Complex.

The Lady Wildcats will play their 
first game at 4:30 against Monroe. If 
coach Susan Montgomery’s team is 
successful, they will play regular 
season champion Tift County at 5:45.

Tift wound up the regular season 
with a 16-0 mark.

Lowndes will play at 4:30 against 
Colquitt County. The Lowndes-Colquitt 
winner will take on the winner of the 
Westover-Dougherty game at 7:00.

Valdosta is coming into the tourna­
ment with a little bit of momentum 
after sweeping a double header from

Ready For Region Tourney
(O-G KI
Lowndes by the scores of 6-3 and 4-2.

This was the first season Valdosta
has put together a softball 
coach Montgomery is 
pleased with the results.

“I am really pleased

team and 
generally

with the
progress the girls have made in this 
our first season,” she said. “Overall 
we made our share of errors this first 
season but that comes from a lack of 
playing together more than anything 
else.

“We only have three seniors on the 
team and I was very happy with the 
job they did. I was happy to have all 
the girls who turned out to play this 
year. All we can do is get better. ’ ’

Valdosta finished the season 6-10 and 
6-6 in the region.

“That’s not too bad a record consid­
ering it was our first season, especially 
since Tifton and Colquitt County have 
been playing for five years and Monroe 
only three,” Montgomery said.

Laura Dennis, one of the seniors,

leads the Wildcat attack. The first 
baseman, who this summer played for 
the Valdosta Sluggers, batted a cool 
548.

“I feel that she is the best first 
baseman in region 1-AAAA and I’ve 
told the rest of the girls on the team 
that they had better be glad she’s on 
our team,” Montogemery said. “She’s 
our big hitter. Both of our pitchers, 
Alice Creque and Barbara Isom, have 
also done a good job.”

Another Lady Wildcat who has stood 
out is shortstop Sissy Anderson, a 
transfer from Valwood, who batted 500.

“The region tournament is a whole 
new season and anything can happen,” 
Montgomery said. “If we beat Monroe 
we will have to turn right around and 
play Tifton. Maybe since we would be 
coming off a win, and Tifton has been 
sitting back, we could have some sort 
of advantage.”

But while Valdosta managed six 
victories in its innaugural season, 
Lowndes has struggled from day one,

finishing with an 0-12 mark.
And the prospects in the region 

tournament are not much brighter. 
Senior shortstop Dana Hillman who 
signed with Abraham Baldwin Agricul­
tural College, the Vikettes leading 
hitter at 474., has a cracked bone in her 
shoulder and is doubtful for today.

“Dana’s injury has really hurt us 
and we are a very young team to begin 
with,” Lowndes coach Cindy Fondren 
said. “Shannon Fountain is our only 
other senior and the rest of the girls 
are freshmen and sophomores.”

But Fondren won’t throw in the 
towel.

“We played Valdosta close, and it is 
a possibility that we could beat some 
teams, and it would be an upset. But 
when you play teams close anything 
can happen.

“Our biggest problem this year has 
been our hitting, none of our girls are 
vey big and and with Dana doubtful, 
we are hurting even more. ’ ’

VHS Ready For Tift

Valdosta Students Receive
5 Governor’s Scholarships

Five Valdostans have been awarded 
Governor’s Scholarships to study at 
various Georgia colleges.

Those receiving the scholarships 
included the following:

Anna L. Tomberlin will begin study 
at Agnes Scott College this fall. Miss 
Tomberlin is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph A. Tomberlin of Valdosta 
and is a 1987 graduate of Valdosta High 
School. .

Bobby J. Murphine Jr. will begin 
study at Shorter College this fall. He is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Bobby J. 
Murphine Sr. of Valdosta and is a 1987 
graduate of VHS.

William R. McCall will begin study 
at Georgia Institute of Technology this 
fall. He is the son of Mr. ana Mrs. 
Rudolph R. McCall of Valdosta and is a 
1987 graduate of VHS.

Kevin A. Williams will begin study at 
Emory University this fall. He is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Williams 
and is a 1987 graduate of Lowndes High 
School.

Timothy B. Starks will begin study at 
Mercer University this fall. He is the

* ' son of Mr. and Mrs. John H. Starks and
is a 1987 graduate of LHS.

The scholarship was awarded to 321 
outstanding high school seniors from 
across the state. Because the scholar­
ship can only be used at Georgia 
colleges and universities, it also offers 
an incentive for exceptional students to 
continue their education in Georgia.

Selection for the highly competitive 
scholarships were beased on academic 
performance, consistant school atten­
dance and achievement test scores. 
Additional criteria included in­
terscholastic participation, leadership 
and community involvement.

The Governor’s Scholarship covers 
tuition costs up to $1,344 per year for 
full-time study in Georgia. It may be’ 
renewed for an additional three years 
if students maintain acceptable 
grades.

Additional information about the 
scholarship may be obtained by con­
tacting the Georgia Student Finance 
Authority, 2082 Exchange Place, Suite 
200, Tucker, Ga. 30084 or by phoning 
404/493-5402.

By MIKE COLOMBO
Times Sports Writer

Tift County is 1-2 and the Valdosta 
Wildcats are 4-0, but when the two 
collide Friday night at Cleveland Field 
anything can happen.

“It will be a tough game,” said 
Valdosta head coach Nick Hyder. “Tift 
County is always up for us and they 
usually play us close here.”

Valdosta fans will remember last 
year’s game that ended in a 35-14 

’ Wildcat victory. The game, however, 
.was closer than the score indicated. It 
was tied 14-14 at the half but Valdosta’s 
Jerome Callaway broke loose for two 
long touchdown runs early in the third 
period to put the game away.

Gene Brodie’s Blue Devils, however, 
-haven’t beaten the Wildcats since the 
1983 Region 1-AAAA finals, and things 
don’t look any better for Tift County 
.this year.

Offensively, the Wildcats have been 
a grinding, ball-control team, giving 
the opposition few opportunites to 
capitalize on a turnover.

Starting quarterback B.J. Mason has 
thrown no interceptions, and backup 
Ben Hogan has thrown one. Fumbles, 

, too, have been held to a minimum.
At the heart of Valdosta’s offensive _ passes for 246 yards and two ‘

Valdosta
VS.

Tift Co.
• When: Friday, Sept. 25
• Where: Cleveland Field, Val­
dosta
• Time: 8p.m.
• Records: Tifton 1-2; Valdosta 
4-0
• Series: Valdosta leads series 
46-10-2
• Last Meeting: Valdosta 35-14, 
28-16 (playoffs), 1986
• Last Week: Warner Robins 10, 
Tifton 3; Valdosta 41, Leon 20
• On Deck: Valdosta 
Dougherty, Oct. 10

at

scheme is a running game that can
wear down the sturdiest of defensive 
teams.

The Wildcats have three running 
backs that tip the scales at more than 
200 pounds in James Roberts (220), 
Isaac Ceaser (220), and Lawrence 
Sharpe (256). Carlos Parker weighs in 
at 180 pounds.

“What a lot of people don’t un­
derstand is we’re a relatively young 
team,” said offensive line coach Jerry 
Don Baker. “We’ve been playing a 
freshman (Shawn Eilders) on the front 
line, and that’s rare.

“We’ve definitely been more of a 
running club this year, and I think the 
backs have a lot to do with that, but 
also B.J. Mason is more of a running 
type quarterback and that’s what 
we’ve centered our offense on. ”

In four games, Valdosta has ac­
cumulated 872 yards on the ground and 
is averaging 5.45 yards per carry with 
16 rushing touchdowns.

Roberts leads all carries with 229 
yards, followed by Ceaser with 210, 
Mason with 209, and Sharpe with 125.

Sharpe did not play against either 
Waycross or Leon, but is expected to 
be back in the lineup this Friday.

But the ’Cat passing game is not 
absent. Mason has completed 16-of-26

touchdowns. Hogan is 9-of-17 for 170 
yards, one touchdown, and one in­
terception.

While the Valdosta defense received 
criticism for its performance against 
Waycross, it has played well overall.

The Wildcats are yielding just 104 
yards per game and 107 through the 
air. In all fairness, most of the damage 
was done in the Waycross game. The 
Wildcats are giving up only 15 points 
per game.

Safety Eric Toth had two intercep­
tions last week and now has three on 
the season. The front line consisting of 
Robert Fillmore, Coronzoa Greene, 
and Zabria Bell has played well. 
Valdosta has depth at linebacker with 
Carlo Butler taking one spot and Beau 
Laskey and Anthony Williams alternat­
ing at the other spot.

Friday night’s game is the first 
Region 1-AAAA contest for both Val­
dosta and Tift County.
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Working On Yearbook Hones College Skills
By ELIZABETH BUTLER
Times Features Editor

College freshmen who have worked 
on a yearbook staff in high school have 
higher American College Testing com­
posite scores, perform better on stan­
dardized college writing tests, and 
achieve higher grade point averages 
during their first year of college than 
freshmen with no high school yearbook 
experience.

That’s according to a recent study by 
the American College Testing Pro­
gram.

“I think it’s due to the maturity,” 
said Eloise Terry, adviser of The 
Sandspur yearbook at Valdosta High 
School.

“And also from the experience of 
having to work under pressure to meet 
a deadline,” added Vallye Blanton, 
adviser of The Munin at Lowndes High 
School.

The study was cited in a resolution 
passed by Congress and signed by 
President Ronald Reagan proclaiming 
this week as National Yearbook Week.

Miss Terry, an English teacher who 
has guided the VHS yearbook staff four 
years, said she has watched the 
students mature through the responsi­
bility they have had in producing the 
yearbook. “They develop self­
confidence and writing and business 
skills.

“The neatest thing is to watch their 
faces when the yearbooks get there and 
they open them,” said Miss Terry. “I 
love it.”

Both women emphasized producing a 
yearbook is much more than pasting 
pictures on a page.

“These kids work awfully hard 
selling ads, working on Saturdays and 
during the summers,” Miss Terry said 
and her counterpart at LHS echoed 
those sentiments.

Nineteen students work on the VHS 
yearbook while 26 students at LHS 
throw their energies into producing the 
yearbook there.

liThe Sandspur is a fall delivery book 
so we work from August until June,” 
Miss Terry said. “If takes us three 
weeks after school is out to finish the 
yearbook.”

LHS students have a spring delivery, 
working on the main yearbook from 
August to March and on the supple­
ment from March until June.

The VHS yearbook is about 260 pages
while the total book including the year our school theme is the same as it 
supplement at LHS is 272 pages. Cost was last year so we picked a new 
for the VHS book is about $20,000 while " ' ' ----- “
the LHS book runs about $2,000 more 
because all their pictures are devel­
oped by a professional photographer, 
Miss Blanton said.

At VHS working on the yearbook is 
an elective credit. “At LHS the

WlUU

Photo by Paul Leavy

VHS" Brian Harris Uses Computer To Work On Yearbook
yearbook staffers take journalism and scheduling process we are also selling 
they get credit for journalism and they advertising,” Miss Terry said 
^m^ ^ °n ^^l11111®/’ 1116 color section is due first so the
said Miss Blanton, a math teacher who staffs do the color naees bv drawingh^,dl7^JheBHSstaff threeyears, layouts w^ coovTd ZJ3

The first thing the yearbook staffs 
must do is to select a theme around
which the whole yearbook will revolve. 
“It’s really a brainstorming session 
with the students,” Miss Terry said. 
“The students select it. I just try to 
channel all their thoughts and narrow 
them down some.”

Miss Blanton said the school has a 
theme for the year at LHS. “For the 
previous two years we’ve used the 
school theme for the yearbook, but this

theme for the yearbook — LHS — The 
Place ToBe.”

One More Look is the theme at VHS.
Yearbook staffs must select sections 

for the yearbook and page allotments 
for each section and then do a massive 
scheduling of pictures. “During the

layouts, writing copy and shooting the 
color pictures. “The color section of 
our yearbook is where we try to 
emphasize the theme,” Miss Blanton I 
said.

“It’s the most appealing section to 
the students,” added Miss Terry.

By this time, each student has an 
assignment and is working on his 
particular section. “When deadline 
time is near with so many pages due, 
they will chip in and help each other to 
make sure a particular section is ready 
to go, ” Miss Terry said of her staff.

“They are really good about helping 
each other,” Miss Blanton said.

Four weeks after LHS sends in the 
first shipment of pages, the staff starts 
getting proofs of every page. They 
ha ve to be corrected and sent back.

“It’s a lot of fun, but there are 
days...,” said Miss Terry. “It would be

impossible to do what we have to do 
without the co-operation of the prin­
cipals, the other faculty members and 
the professional photographer. ’ ’

Added Miss Blanton: “It’s a lot more 
work than I thought it was. ”

What has meant the most to the 
advisers?

“The relationship you have with the 
students after working so hard with 
them on something that’s so important 
to them is by far the most rewarding 
(thing) to me,” said Miss Blanton.

Working on the LHS yearbook are 
Cindy Law, editor, Tari O’Gorman, 
co-editor, Emma Barker, Chandler 
Griffin, Mimi Atkinson, Valerie Lash, 
Millie Zipperer, Lisa Dennis, Laurie 
Janney, Amy Alexander, Laine 
Scarborough, Leigh Scarborough, 
Tanya Caldwell, Miranda Paulk, 
Nashlee George, Stacy HaU, Rhett 
Akins, Richie Coleman, Wayne 
Williams, Ron Jones, Christy Prine 
Crystal Starling, CoUette Collins’ 
Barbara Strappell, Beth Haywood, and 
Wendy Kirbo.

The Sandspur staff consists of 
Melissa Quintero, editor; Marilois 
Owens, deadline editor; Lara 
Wetherington, student life editor; 
Kevin Elliott, sports editor; Jill 
Singletary, portrait editor; Kelisa 
Brown, organizations editor; Patrick 
Carlson, academics editor; David Cole, 
advertising manager; Tanya Bennett, 
busmess manager; Michelle Cutforth 
and Meredith McMillan, photogra­
phers, and Leslie Altman, Tracy 
Burgsteiner, Lea Hemby, Faylene 
Joiner, Brian Harris, Lawrence 
Sharpe, Laura Stump, and Stephanie 
Webb, staff members.
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Wildcat Line Successful
By STAN GRUBB 
Times Sports Writer

According to most football experts, 
scoring ability is the most glamorous 
and entertaining facet of a football 
team. While it is true the backs get 
the glory, fans unfortunately too 
often forget who provides the gaping 
hole or the tremendous protection 
given the quarterback. All of these 
areas can be attributed to only one 
group, the offensive line.

At Valdosta High School, the 
Wildcats have comprised one of 
finest lines anywhere.

Including junior center David 
Hazelhurst (215), senior tackles Andy 
Anderson (245) and Todd Pitchford 
(225), along with freshman tackle 
Shaun Eilders (255), guards junior 
Andy Rykard (210) and senior Jack 
Morgan (215), flanked by senior 
tight-end Charles Steward (225), the 
Valdosta Wildcats have been in good 
hands from day one.

The offensive line was hit hard due 
to the graduation of Jodie Sprenkle, 
now at Georgia, and John Wheeless, 
now at Livingston College. Combine 
those departures with the loss of 
center Ben Lane and an offensive line

coach might dread the upcoming 
season. But according to line coach 
Jerry Don Baker, the task was both 
demanding and rewarding.

“When you lose the caliber of 
players such as Sprenkle, Wheeless,

but so far Hazelhurst has come 
through with flying colors.

Playing the last two seasons with a 
blood clot, Morgan has always given 
his best as well.

. . , , ‘Morgan sucks it up and goes,”
and Lane, you have to be concerned,” * said Baker. “He is always giving 110aiiu ucui^ jvu navt w vvuwxircvi, 

said Baker. “Senior leadership has 
been a big plus.”

With the leadership qualities shown 
by Anderson and Steward, the 
togetherness of this group has stayed 
intact. At the beginning of the season 
the character of this group was tested 
early, due to the knee injury that 
sidelined tackle Andy Anderson.

“Having to produce early was 
beneficial,” said Baker. “The line did 
a temendous job holding their own. ”

According to Baker, guard Andy 
Rykard’s experience thanks to 
enormous playing time last season 
was key.

“Rykard is a very intellegent 
ballplayer, and seems to be able to 
compensate regardless of any situa­
tion,” said Baker.

The biggest surprise according to 
Baker, has been the play of center 
Hazelhurst. Hazelhurst, according to 
Baker, ranks first in blocking among 
all the offensive linemen. Filling the 
shoes of Lane was a very big task,

VHS FHA In Albany 
‘Leaders On Move’

B^^Edwa^ The Valdosta DaUjJW^, Oct. 24.1987

The Valdosta High Chapter of Future 
Homemakers of America attended the 
Fall District Meeting on Saturday, Oct. 
17. The meeting was held at Albany 
High School with the theme “Leaders 
On The Move.”

Valdosta High had the largest 
number of delegates from this district 
with 47 in attendance. The meeting 
focused on FHA State Projects for 
1987-88, which included Membership; 
Student Body; Star Events; and Fi­
nancial Fitness.

Valdosta High Chapter has com­
pleted Membership, one state project, 
by doubling their club membership to 
55. Another project, Student Body (a 
fitness project) was started with an 
activity during National School Lunch 
Week when the FHA honored the 14 

bymembers of the cafeteria staff 
presenting them with corsages.

To complete the meeting day, 
FHA club spent the afternoon at 
Albany Mall.

percent all the time. His dedication is 
relentless.”

According to Baker. Pitchford has 
been performing well due to more ! 
playing time. Pitchford’s role on the 
Wildcat team has been instrumental.

Up until his injury, Anderson was I 
to be the anchor on the offensive line. I 
But due to his early absence this 
season, a true freshman emerged.

At 255 and at 14 years of age, 
Eilders has played above his head 
when called on, and was brilliant in 
the wake of Anderson’s injury.

“He has the best foot coordination 
of any lineman I’ve ever coached,” 
said Baker. “Starting five ballgames 
this season, Eilders has carried more 
than his weight.

“Normally it takes at least three 
years before a lineman develops. And 
more times than not, you are working 
with kids no one wants,” said Baker.

The offensive line is the backbone 
of any offensive scheme. And at 
Valdosta, the offensive line has been 
second to pone.

the 
the

VHS News
Compiled, Written By VHS Students I

Nov. 6-7, at the Hyatt Regency Ravinia 
Hotel in Atlanta.

“I am looking forward to attending 
this conference and meeting other 
DECA students from Georgia,” said 
Susan Burns.

The Marketing Education students 
are members of the 13,000 Georgia 
DECA organization which operates as 
the only professional student organiza­
tion for high school enrollees interested 
in a career in marketing.

Members/Students attending from 
Valdosta High School are: Natalie 
Bishop, Susan Burns, Brant Campbell, 
Gina Hampton, Rad Johnson, and 
Michele Winfrey.

The Marketing instructor, Norman 
Greene, will also attend the two-day 
deries of workshops designed to pre­
pare young adults for their roles as 
leaders in the shcool and the communi tv.

Cats Hold Down No. 1
By TOM SHARP
Associated Press Writer

Three undefeated teams — Ef-
fingham County, Etowah and 
Southwest Macon — move into the 
Georgia high school football Class 
AAAA rankings this week in the AP’s 
poll of sportswriters and broadcasters.

Effingham County and Southwest 
Macon both are 4-0, while Etowah is 6-0 
and has posted four shutouts. They 
replaced three of the five top 10 teams 
that lost last weekend. Lowndes, 
Newnan and ’Varner Robins drop from 
the rankings.

The other two top 10 teams which lost 
stay in the rankings. Baldwin, which 
fell to Southwest Macon 31-30, drops to 
sixth. Redan, 6-0 losers to No. 5 
Southwest DeKalb, remains at No. 10.

Effingham County downed Bradwell 
Institute 35-0 last weekend; Southwest 
Macon pulled out the thrilling victory 
over Baldwin, and Etowah blanked 
Shiloh 27-0.

The only other new team in the 
rankings is Dalton, which returns at 
No. 8 in AAA. The Catamounts were 
ranked in the preseason but fell out 
after a scoreless tie in the season 
opener. They’ve won fourth straight 
since then, the latest a 39-8 thumping of 
Ringgold.

In AA and A, the same 20 teams are 
ranked, although the order changed 
somewhat.

CLASSAAAA
Unbeaten Valdosta remains first, 

Griffin stays a solid second and 
McEachern keeps its No. 3 ranking. 
Each is 5-0. Griffin got one first-place 
vote.

Evans moves up a spot to No. 4 on 
the heels of its victory over Warner 
Robins. Southwest Dekalb goes up a 
notch to No. 5, and Baldwin falls to 
sixth.

Effingham County, Southwest Macon

and Etowah are 7-8-9, and Redan 
remains tenth.

CLASSAAA
The top four spots are unchanged — 

Central of Thomasville, Thomasville, 
Lakeside and Marist. Central got nine 
first-place votes, Thomasville four and 
Lakeside the other two.

Worth County moves up one notch to 
fifth. Defending state champion Villa 
Rica, last week’s No. 5 team, drops to 
tenth with its 15-14 loss to Campbell of 
Fairburn. Villa Rica is now 2-2.

Habersham Central moves up two 
places to sixth; Peach County is 
seventh, and Dalton moves to No. 8.

Cedartown drops one spot to ninth 
after losing to Central of Carrollton, 
the top-ranked team in AA.

CLASS AA
Central of Carrollton remains the 

unanimous No. 1 choice after beating 
Cedartown 35-21.

Robert E. Lee, which edged ranked 
Mary Persons, stays at No. 2, and 
Swainsboro remains third. Unbeaten 
Manchester moves up a place to fourth 
after posting its third shoutout in four 
games, and Camden County moves to 
fifth.

Mary Persons falls two spots to sixth 
with its loss to R.E. Lee.

Lovett breaks a tie and is now alone 
at No. 7, while Washington-Wilkes 
becomes eighth. Greene-Taliaferro 
stays at No. 9, and East Hall remains ! 
an unbeaten tenth.

CLASS A
Lincoln County took 14 of 15 first- 

place votes to stay in the top spot after 
a week off.

Louisville barely kept its No. 2 
ranking, by one point, over No. 3 Clinch 
County. Louisville beat Screven County 
21-18 last Friday, while Clinch County 
beat Cook 35-6.

The next four spots, fourth through 
seventh, are the same as last week: 
East Rome, Pacelli, Wilcox County and 
Monticello.
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She’s Business TOTY For District 8
By LIZ VICKERS 
Times Staff Writer

A Valdosta High School secondary 
education teacher likes change and 
that is what she has found over the last 
seven years in her climb to being 
named the 1987 Georgia Business 
Education Association Teacher of the 
Year for District 8.

Maxine Martin was speechless as 
she walked forward to receive the 
plaque at the GBEA district meeting at 
the Holiday Inn in Douglas. Presenting 
the award was Debbie DeThomas, 
former recipient of the award and 
instructor at Valdosta Technical In­
stitute.

Mrs. Martin told what had led her to 
choose teaching as a career. “I had 
always wanted to be a teacher since I 
was in elementary school,” she said. “I 
was a member of Future Teachers of 
America when I was in high school and 
we got to teach one day a year. I taught 
three out of my four high school years 
and I just loved it.”

Another influential factor in deciding 
an the teaching profession in secondary 
education was the impression Mrs. 
Martin’s high school Vocational Office 
Draining Teacher, Linda Todd, made 
>n her.

“She helped me find my first job,” 
aid Mrs. Martin about Mrs. Todd who 
vas present when she received her 
iward. “She was such an inspiration 
md she talked me into doing all 
ictivities with FBLA (Future Business 
>eaders of America). She’s fabulous,
“She tells me that I’m her success

«>;

MAXINEMARTIN
Valdosta High School Teacher

story. When I was going back to my 
chair (after receiving the award) she 
said she could have told me this was 
going to happen 22 years ago. ”

Mrs. Martin is the business de­
partment chairman and Vocational 
Office Training coordinator at VHS. In 
her seven years at the school she has 
taught almost everything in the de­
partment including typing, accounting 
which is her favorite, business 
machines, record keeping and business 
management.

She also serves as a part-time 
faculty member at Valdosta State 
College and has taught extension 
courses for Troy State University at 
Moody Air Force Base.

The Valdosta native receives much 
enjoyment from being associated with 
business and VOT stuaents. “I get to be 
with them in the classroom and I get to 
see them on the job,” said Mrs. Martin.

“It’s unique because teachers 
usually say you have to wait years 
before you see results, but with VOT 
you see them all the time.” She also 
feels that her position makes way for 
the students to confide in her and talk 
to her about problems they face in 
work experiences.

Some of the problems she has been 
faced with include students being 
unhappy with their jobs because they 
can’t get along with the employer or 
schedule conflicts because there aren’t 
enough hours in a day. “They also tell 
me exciting and good things that have 
happened and that is what I like to 
hear,” said Mrs. Martin.

“I usually get good reports from the 
employers and we (VHS VOT Pro­
gram) have a good working rela­
tionship with the community busi­
nesses.”

. Mrs. Martin’s rewards from her 
career are continously reaped as 
Graduate students return and let her 

now that they benefited from business 
classes at VHS. “It’s very rewarding to 
have students who have graduated to 
come back and tell me that they 
appreciate what they learned in busi-

ness classes, especially what they 
learned in mine.”

But it is possibly the changing times
and updated technology that keeps the 
job exciting for her. “I like challenges
and change/’ said Mrs. Martin. “There
was not one computer in the business 
department when I started teaching at 
Valdosta High School and now we have 
two rooms full which are occupied all 
day and there is a need for more.

“Everything is geared to high 
technology today. We’ve gone from 
using manual to electric typewriters 
and have done a lot of updating not 
only with equipment but with courses. I 
like new things and business ed offers 
this.”

Mrs. Martin, now a candidate for the 
state GBEA Teacher of the Year, 
accepts the nomination with pride and 
will continue to follow her philosophy 
that teachers are in school for the 
students. “Everything we say and do, 
the students are watching,” she said.

“They learn from us as well as 
textbooks and we need to give them the 
best we have.”

Mrs. Martin is the daughter of 
Freeman and Sara Fletcher of Valdos­
ta. She is married to Johnny L. Martin 
and they have three children, Janet, 15, 
and twins, Craig and Greg, 12. She is 
the Christian education director at 
Azalea City Church of God.

She holds an Educational Specialist 
degree from Valdosta State College 
and hopes to work on her doctorate 
soon. She is a member of Phi Kappa 
Phi and Omicron Delta Kappa honbr 
societies and several professional or­
ganizations.

Former Valdostan
Hfel^e Comedy 

e ^GRANGE ~ A Valdosta High 
school graduate is performing in The 
Man Who Carne to Dinner at Price 
Theater at LaGrange College.

Julie Rensenhouse plays in the com­
edy which will continue through Satur­
day. She is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lester Moore of Tabb Va 
formerly of Valdosta. ’ ’’

The play, written by George S. 
Kaufman and Moss Hart, features 
Wayne Ballantyne, An Equity guest 

to toe role of the cantankerous 
Sheridan Whiteside. Ballantyne has 
been an actor most of his adult life and 
boasts a lost list of credits, including 
six years as a principal player in the 
company of the Oregon Shakespearean

Curtain time for the play is 8:15 p m 
A matinee performance to benefit the 
Dr Maxie C. Estes Scholarship Fund 
W11 be h^d at 2:30 p.m. Saturday as 

°f toe college’s homecoming 
celebration. 6
pPb60^ toe production will be Dr.

Bowen, chairman of the Speech 
Communications and Theatre De­
partment at LC.

Cost of admission is $4.

Valdosta High Homecoming This Week
---------^ n a Miller —
By AMY SWANN 
Times Staff Writer

The annual Valdosta High School 
Homecoming parade will be held this 
Friday with the crowning of the 
homecoming queen at 7:30 Friday 
night as the Wildcats meet up with the 
Colquitt County Packers culminating a 
week of activities celebrating this 
year’s event.

‘"Space: The Final Frontier” is the 
theme of VHS’s Homecoming celebra­
tion and the parade will begin Friday 
afternoon at 4 p.m. at the corner of 
Patterson and Ann streets.

“We will be following a new route 
this year,” said Nancy Hjort, sponsor 
of the VHS Student Council, the 
coordinators of the Homecoming 
festivities.

The parade will move to Sallas 
Mahone and will end at Mathis city 
auditorium.

According to Mrs. Hjort, the theme 
was selected this year because of the 
past winning record of the Wildcats.

“The Wildcats have won all the 
championships local, state and na­
tional. So there is only one place left to 
go, space” said Mrs. Hjort.

Recognition of the senior football 
players, band members, cheerleaders 
and the Homecoming Court will begin 
at 7:30 at Cleveland Field.

Seniors vying for 
Homecoming Queen 
Culverhouse, Janet

the crown of 
are Stephanie 

Rose, Melanie

Dennard and Erica Miller.
Spirit buttons with the Homecoming 

theme will be sold at the game by the 
VHS Debate Team and corsages, which 
are being sold by the Distributive 
Education Club of America, will also 
be available at the stadium.

A dance will be held on Saturday 
night for all Valdosta High School 
students at Valdosta Junior High 
School. “Glow” a top-40 band from 
Perry will be performing and ad­
mission is $2 per couple.

All this week students and teachers 
at the high school have been celebrat­
ing with theme days.

Monday was 50’s Day, Tuesday was 
Tacky/Crazy Day and Wednesday was 
Jersey Day.

Today the student’s celebrated with 
Black and Gold Day and Friday will be 
Theme Day with all of the students 
dressed in outer space costumes.

’Cats Face Hungry Westover
By STAN GRUBB possesion but one in the first half to
Times Sports Writer pace the win.TimesSports Writer

Friday night at Hugh Mills Stadium 
in Albany will mark the 15th meeting 
between the Westover Patriots and the 
Valdosta Wildcats, with the ’Cats 
holding a commanding 13-1 series 
record against Westover.

Valdosta enters the contest with 
Westover as the overwhelming favorite 
and for good reason. Valdosta is 6-0 
overall, with the state’s top ranking 
and a No. 3 ranking nationally.

But according to Valdosta head 
coach Nick Hyder, every opponent 
poses different problems.

After their convincing defeat over 
Doueherty 4043 last week, the ’Cats 
must prepare for a hungry and de­
termined Westover squad.

Valdosta rolled up a total of 233 
yards rushing, behind the huge of­
fensive line including senior Andy 
Anderson (245), junior David 
Hazelhurst (215), junior Andy Rykard 
(210), senior Toad Pitchford (225), 
senior Jack Morgan (215), and 
freshman Shaun Eilders (255).

The Wildcats scored on every

Isaac Ceaser led all Wildcat rushers 
with 83 yards, followed by James 
Roberts’ 78 yards. Combined, the ’Cat 
tandem accounted for 161 yards on the 
evening in just one half of play.

Defensively the Wildcats were sim­
ply outstanding. Led by the three 
interceptions, one for a touchdown by 
Jason Bridges, the ’Cat defense only 
allowed the Trojans 53 yards rushing. 
Forty of which came in the second half.

The Wildcats played a near perfect 
game last week and are hoping for the 
same against Westover this Friday.

“With the exception of preparing our 
younger kids more for game action, we 
played outstanding,” said Hyder. 
“That is a must entering the rest of our 
schedule.”

The Wildcats will be attempting to 
shut down a free spirited attack by 
Westover, where the improbable can 
be expected.

On the season the ’Cats have scored 
202 points, while only allowing 86.

A crucial and often overlooked area 
is the kicking game. That is an area 
Valdosta has excelled in all season 
long.

Westover 
vs

Valdosta
• When: Friday, Oct. 16
• Where: Hugh Mills
Stadium .Albany
• Time: 8p.m.
• Records: Valdosta 6-0; 
Westover 0-5
• Series: Valdosta leads series 
13-1
• Last Meeting: Valdosta 58, 
Dougherty 13,1986
• Last Week: Valdosta 40, 
Dougherty 13; Lowndes 35, 
Westover 0
• On Deck: Colqitt Co. at Valdos­
ta, Oct. 23

Placekicker Todd Peterson con­
nected on field goals of 32 and 46 yards 
in the win over Dougherty, and even 
though only appearing three times, 
punter Charles Steward had an 
average of 35 yards per kick.

Rolling all ingredients together will 
be the key for success against the 
Westover Patriots, with Colquitt in the 
wings.



Colquitt’s Packers Multitalented Bunch
------------------------------------------------------------ * a fnnthnll action at niiartprhark rnmnlptina Hart.
By ANTHONY DASHER
Times Sports Writer

Valdosta High fans will well re­
member the last time the Wildcats 
hosted Colquitt County Packer for 
Homecoming. It was not a pretty sight.

In 1985, the T. J. Edward led Packers 
spoiled all the festivities by upsetting 
the Wildcats 21-14 . On Friday night, 
Colquitt will try to turn the trick again 
when it invades Clevland Field at 8 
p.m. for the 1987 Homecoming.

According to Wildcat coach Nick 
Hyder, his squad had better be pre­
pared or the nightmare that happened 
two years ago may return.

“Colquitt has got another fine foot­
ball team,” he said. “They play really 
smart ball and they are very well 
coached. They have fared well against 
some tough competition and right now 
are second in the region.

Steward Hoping For Repeat 
^ ^"KTtC^b /6-2-3-37 .

By AlNTHONY DASHER
Times Sports Writer

Despite the fact that practically 
every major college in the country has 
shown an interest, Valdosta High team 
captain Charles Steward has only one 
thing on his mind, and that is to help 
the ’Cats repeat as state champions.

“Right now I feel the offense is doing 
a pretty good job. We're not as big on 
the offensive line but in my opinion 
we’ve been able to move the nail about 
as well.

“But the defense deserves a lot of 
credit too. It’s been a team effort.”

As a tight end and punter for the 
defending state and national champi­
ons, Steward has already been 
bestowed with many honors, including 
being named a preseason prep All­
American. Steward is also very high on 
the list of many national recruiting 
magazines. Steward is currently 
ranked as the top prospect in the entire 
state of Georgia.

In 1986, Steward, who runs a 4.5 
forty, grabbed 37 passes for 498 yards 
and 10 touchdowns. So far is 1987, the 
senior has caught 11 passes for 104 
yards and two scores. As a punter, he 
has averaged 36.5yards.

“I haven’t been upset that I haven’t 
been getting the bail any more than I 
have. Just as long as the team wins is 
all I’m concered about,” Steward said.

“Charles has worked extremely hard 
and has a lot of potential. He has 
worked hard to get where he is,” 
Hyder said. “He’s also our team 
captain and that is the biggest honor 
that could possibly have been bestowed 
upon him. Charles was elected team 
captain in a close vote by his peers and 
to be a team captain at Valdosta High 
is a big honor."

Valdosta High School will hold an 
Open House on Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 
with the theme for the evening 
Barents Night Back To School. ”

Parents and children will follow the 
student’s daily class schedule with 
each class lasting 10 minutes, said 
Valdosta High School Principal Bill 
Aldrich.

This is the first time this type of open 
* house has been held at the high school 
and Aldrich hopes this will give the 
parents a chance to ask questions 
about subject matter and an opportuni­
ty to meet the individual teachers.

“We would like to have as many 
ninth- and tenth-grade parents as 
possible. That’s the age group we 
really need to target,” he said.

With a majority of the student’s 
parents working, Aldrich said it is 
often difficult to arrange parent­
teacher conferences, ..

‘Overall they are as fine a football
team as we’ve faced. They do all the 
little things that are neceessary to win 
and they don’t make mistakes. ”

The Wildcats enter the contest with a 
7-0 mark. 3-0 in Region 1-AAAA with a 
22-game winning streak. Colquitt is 4-2 
and 2-0.

Through seven games, the Wildcats 
have relied on a tough running game 
and a defense which has played very 
well of late, despite giving up some big 
yards early in the season.

James Roberts leads the ground 
assault with 465 yards on 66 carries and 
six touchdowns. Close behind is Isaac
Ceaser with 414 yards and a team 
leading eight scores.

Quarterback B.J. Mason has proven
to be a double-threat quarterback, , Laskey, Anthony Williams, Carlo 
rushing 47 times for 363 yards and six Butler, Bruce Daniels, safetys De­
touchdowns and completing 28-of-48 metricus Waters, Steve French, Eric 
passes for 303 yards and 3 scores. Ben Toth and Jason Bridges, also cor- 
Hogan has also seen considerable nerbacks Reginald Dandy and Chris

When not hauling in passes, Steward 
enjoys listening to music and reading 
books.

“I like listining to some soul and rap, 
but I like to read too. I especially like 
“The Pearl.”

But right now, Steward’s thoughts 
are on the Wildcats’ game with Col­
quitt County, and the 6-3,222 pounder is 
not about to take the Packers lightly.

“We’ve had a really good attitude 
during practice this week,” he said. 
“We’re ready. A lot of the guys still 
remember when we played them for 
homecoming two years ago and lost 
21-14. We don’t want that to happen 
again.”

Steward, whose record stands at 46-3 
during his career as a Wildcat, has had 
many people to guide him growing up. 
One such person, to no surprise, is 
coach Hyder.

“Coach Hyder has really helped me 
a lot. He has taught me a great deal, 
both on and off the field,” he said. “I 
also attend church more and have 
started to study better. I just want to 
pass Proposition 48. ”

As a punter, Steward’s 36.5 average 
is deceiving. Steward has excelled in 
kicking the ball high and having it 
downed inside the opponents’ 20-yard 
line.

“There’s really no secret to being a 
successful punter,” he said. “There 
are times when placement is important 
but most of the time I just have to

^iVHS Having 
Open House
By AMY SWANN 
Times Staff Writer

action at quarterback com]
12-of-26 for 189 yards and one 
touchdown.

Averaging 34 points per game, Val­
dosta is first in the region in rushing, 
averaging 224 yards and first in total 
yards per game with 303.

The defense’s star has shone brightly 
as well.

According to Hyder, defensive end 
Kenneth Berrian and Wade Lindsey 
have performed well. Others praised 
by the Wildcat coach for continued 
improvement include defensive 
limenan Coleman Rudolph, Zabria 
Bell, Scott Barton, Corozona Green, 
George Copeland, Robert Fillmore, 
Andre Hampton.

Others include linebackers Beau

boom it as far as I can. ’ ’
Steward is also an outstanding 

blocker and has also seen action on the 
kicking team.

Steward has been a three-sport 
performer, having played basketball 
and run track. As a sophomore, 
Steward averaged 15 points and in 
track has thrown the shot put 50 feet.

Once high school is over. Steward 
will have to make a decision about 
which college he wants to attend. 
Among the schools showing a great 
deal of interest include Georgia, South 
Carolina, Clemson, Auburn, Florida 
and Nebraska.

“I just want to be remembered as an 
unselfish player who gave all he had,” 
Steward said.

He already is.

Valdosta vs Colquitt Co
• When: Tonight
• Where: Cleveland Field, Valdosta
• Time: 8p.m.
• Records: Valdosta 7-0; Colquitt Co. 4-2
• Series: Valdosta leads series 50-11-5
• Last Meeting: Valdosta 36. Colquitt 6.1986
• Last Week: Tolqui tt 21, Monroe 6; Valdosta
38, Westover 0
• On Deck: Monroe at Valdosta, Nov. 6

j “We want to promote communica­
tion,” Aldrich said.

Thursday night’s open house will not 
allow for individual conferences, but it 
will give the teachers and parents an 
opportunity to meet and exchange 
information that can help promote this 
communication, Aldrich said.

Because of the format of the event, 
Aldrich requests only VHS student’s 
and parents attend. •

Aldrich hopes to organize several 
parent committees in the near future to 
work with some of the important issues 
facing the students.

One committee, to be organized 
immediately, will focus on alcohol and 
drug awareness, Aldrich said.

“We want to get that information 
across to the parents,” he said.

A questionnaire will be distributed at 
the open house to parents, and door 
prizes will be given at random 
throughout the evening.

Hart.
As a team, coach Jack Rudolph’s 

charges have given up an average of 
120 yards per game, 108 through the air 
and given up an average of 14.3 points.

“Up till now I have been very 
pleased with both the improvement of 
our team, both individually and as a 
group,” Hyder said.

But despite his team’s improvement, 
Hyder is extremely cautious of the 
visiting Packers.

“They have really had a tough 
schedule, opening with Thomasville 
and Central Thomasville. They’ve 
played a tough Eufala, Ala. team, not 
to mention Lowndes.

“They definitly rank right up there 
with Tift as far as quality of teams we 
have played go. They’re a tough, 
well-coached group.

CHARLES STEWARD





Cats In Space At Homecoming,
By Sim one Allen 
VHSReprter

The VHS Student Council is prepar­
ing for the 1987 Homecoming week in 
which the theme is, “Space, The Final 
Frontier.”

This theme is chosen because the 
Valdosta Wildcats have already won 
numerous regional, state, and national 
championships leaving the only un­
conquered field, outer space.

During Homecoming week, each day 
will portray a different event in which 
the students will dress to fit the 
occasion.

Daily events for October 19th 
through October 23rd are as follows: 
Monday, fifties day; Tuesday, tackey 
day; Wednesday, jersey day; Thurs­
day, black and gold day; Friday,
theme day.

The parade will be held Friday, Oct. 
23, beginning at 4 p.m. The parade 
route begins at the corner of Ann and 
Patterson streets and travels north on 
Patterson to Sallas-Mahone. Turning 
right on Woodrow Wilson, the parade 
will end at Mathis city auditorium.

Miss FHA 
At Valdosta
By Charlotte Edwards 
VHS Reporter

The Valdosta High Chapter of Future 
Homemakers of America recently 
selected Tracy Horton, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Freddie Horton of Valdosta, 
as Miss FHA for 1987-88. The atten­
dants selected are Salina Shumphard, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Willie 
Shumphard Jr. and Sessceal Wade, 
daughter of Mrs. Dorothy McKeever 
all of Valdosta.

Misses Horton, Shumphard, and 
Wade will represent FHA in the 
Valdosta High School Homecoming 
Parade, Oct. 23.

VICA Selects
1988 Officers
By Laura McMillan
VHS Reporter

VICA is a student organization that 
began in 1967, with the purposes of 
developing character, leaaersnip, and 
responsiblity among the nation % youth.

The Vocational Industrial Clubs of 
America is associated with the 
Diversified Cooperative Training 
Program at Valdosta High School. 
Students in DCT go to school for half a 
day and work in various businesses in 
Valdosta for the remainder of the day.

At a breakfast held on Friday, Oct. 9, 
the 1987-88 officers were elected.

Ashley Moorman, the son of Dr. and 
Mrs. Moorman was chosen as presi­
dent. He works at Keeman Petroleum 
where Kis boss is Jim Keener.

Kelly McBride, the daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. Michael T. McBride, was 
elected vice-president. She is employed 
by the Valdosta Daily Times. Her boss 
is Steve McPhaul.

Jaime Gagliardi, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Gagliardi, was chosen to 
be the VICA secretary. She is works at 
Mr. J’s Steak House and her boss is 
Briggs Mathis.

Deania Denmark, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Denmark, was 
chosen as treasurer. She is employed 
by Dr. F.L. Smotherman, D.D.S.

Kevin Breeden, the son of Nelson and 
Wanda Breeden, was elected 
parliamentarian. He works at Quincy’s 
steakhouse and his boss is Michael 
Mack.

Laura McMillan, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur McMillan, was chosen

/M Wff
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as VICA reproter. She is employed by 
Dr. William Moorman, D.D.S.

Wendi Connell, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Tommy Connell, was chosen 
as an advisor. She is employed by 
Leon’s and her boss is Steve Scherer.

Anna Field, the daughter of John 
Field and Genelda Field, was also 
elected as an advisor. She is employed 
by Sharon Sessions at Balloon Express.

Melanie Meeks, the daughter of 
Laura Meeks, was also chosen as an 
advisor. She is employed by the 
Valdosta Daily Times where her boss 
is Steve McPhaul.

VHS FHA
Officers
By Charlotte Edwards 
VHS Reporter -

The Valdosta High Chapter of Future Mobley. 
Homemakers of America recently 
elected and installed the 1987-88 of­
ficers. The new officers are: Freda 
Lewis, President; Monica Jones, 
Vice-President; Sessceal Wade, Secre­
tary; Kim Porter, Historian; Pam 
Rome, Projects Chairperson; Muriel 
Holmes, Honor Roll Chairperson; 
Charlotte Edwards, Public Relations 
Chairperson; Oceana Wooden, Degrees 
Chairperson.

The officers and new members were 
installed during a candlelight ceremo­
ny. During the ceremony, each officer 
was presented with a red carnation and 
each member with red and white 
ribbons.

A tea prepared by the Chapter 
Advisers, Mrs. Lisa Daughtrey, Mrs. 
Essie Rayford, and Mrs. Karen 
Zahniser followed the ceremony.

By Erica Miller 
VHS Reporter

PAMS Begins
Active Year

The PAMS Club has been very active 
this year. On October 3, several PAMS 
members participated in the ‘Cam­
paign for Literacy’ sponsored by the 
Valdosta Reading Clinic. These mem­
bers were televised oh channel 44 
WVGA as they presented the club 
contribution of $42.

The club sponsored a social for the

new members at the home of Debra 
Waters.

New members are Myel Robinson, 
Nicole White, Jameleah Sharpe, Tara 
Demps, Monique Parker, Nikki Norris, 
Angela Pompey, Anquinette Hen­
derson, Tanya Moore, Stephanie Jones, 
LaTonya Brown, Regina Williams, 
Cynthia McCoggle, Suzette Davidson, 
Arleathea Brown, Felicia McKeithen, 
Stacy Daniels, and Chantelle Cason.

The new 1987-88 PAMS Sweethearts 
are Spencer Iverson, John Inverson, 
Jason Griffin, Demetrius Jones, 
Aadrain Dawsey, and Christopher 
Hart.

The PAMS Club officers for the 
1987-88 school year are Rhonda Hen- 
derson-President, Erika 
Duckworth-Vice-President, Sabrina 
Watson-Secretary, Joy 
O^Neal-Assistant Secretary, Deidre 
Sirmans-Treasurer, Stephanie 
Moody-Chaplain, Bernard Hitson- 
Parliamentarian and Erica Miller-Club 
Reporter.

The PAMS Club plans to participate 
in several community projects during 
this year. Also, the club participates in 
all phases of school activities.

Marilyn Moss represented the club 
by giving the invocation at the Oct. 2 
football game. During the pep rally, 
the club members joined the Principal 
in leading the student body in the 
presentation of colors and the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The PAMS 
The letters 
Personality,

Club is a service club.
PAMS denotes; 
A-Appearance,

p­
M-

Manners, and S-Scholarship and 
Service. Club sponsors are Mrs. 
Patricia Rayford and Mrs. Pearl

/^W The New Queen
Enea Miller, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Kelly B 

Dansey, was crowned Homecoming Queen of Valdosta 
High School during Friday night’s Homecoming football 
game, where the Wildcats defeated Colquitt County High 
35-0. — Times Staff Photo by Bob Lupinek.
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Grade Class Adopts

By AMY SWANN 
Times Staff Writer

W.G. Nunn Second

Seven-year-old Irven Kenny sat 
quietly, his small frame dwarfed by 
the two big fellows on either side.

For nearly 15 minutes he didn’t 
speak but listened intently to what the 
two had to say.

The smile on his face, which stret­
ched from ear to ear, was the only 
indication that he was a very happy 
little boy.

According to Barbara Bankston, a 
second-grade teacher at W.G. Nunn 
Elementary School, Irven’s reaction to 
the two class visitors was a normal 
response since the “Adopt-A-Cat” 
program began in her classroom a 
month ago.

“To be that big and strong, 
they tell us to eat lots of 
vegetables and they don’t eat 
junk food, f want to be big and 
strong like them.”

Keith Richardson, 7 
Second Grade, W. G', Nunn

No, the felines aren’t small cuddly 
kitties, but huge brawny seniors from 
the Valdosta High School Wildcats 
football team who visit the classroom 
every Thursday as part of a most 
unusual learning program.

Mrs. Bankston began planning the 
program early in the summer to meet 
a common need she saw in her 
classroom.

“I wanted to help the children 
develop a sense of pride in the school 
and community and give them some­
thing to relate to,” she said.

Hence, “Adopt-A-Cat” was con­
ceived and after a month, the idea has 
blossomed into a successful program.

Not only are the children learning 
lessons in dedication, the importance 
of academics and the rewards of hard 
work, routine class work has evolved 
into a fascinating experience as Mrs. 
Bankston mixes academics with fun.

“For instance, we write letters to the 
players each week and before they 
come to the classroom, we discuss how 
we’ll ask them questions and what sort 
of questions will be asked,” she said.

A corner of the room has been set up 
for newspaper articles and photos of 
the team and she said the children now 
scan the paper eagerly each night to 
find mention of their new found 
friends.

“My second graders are interested in 
the paper,” she said smiling.

The lessons the players bring with 
them are also an important part of the 
learning process.

“Lots of the children don’t have men 
in the homes, and it provides a positive 
male image for them,” she said.

The children are enthralled. They 
scarcely breath as the players answer 
the endless stream of questions.

The adopted cats on this particular 
Thursday were B.J. Mason, 
quarterback; and Todd Pitchford, of­
fensive left tackle.

“What happens if you break a rule 
when you’re playing?” Kevin Williams 
asked tenatively.

“It’s a penalty,” Mason answered, 
“You know, when they throw a flag.”

The question is asked what the boys 
do when they aren’t playing football.

“I spend a lot of time studying, and I 
belong to the Key Club and Fellowship 
of Christian Atheletes,” Pitchford said.

“I’m real involved in my church,” 
Mason said, “and I try to get caught up 
on my studies.”

Seizing the moment, Mrs. Bankson 
makes a point.

“See, they have to study to do well in 
school,” she said.

After more questions, the autograph

—Times Staff Photo by Paul Le

Valdosta High Seniors Talk Things Over With Group Of Second-Graders
session begins and the children are 
eager to share what the football 
players have taught them.

Keith Richardson, 7, thinks all of the 
players are very nice and he has 
learned a lot from them.

“To be that big and strong, they tell 
us to eat lots of vegetables and they 
don’t eat funk food. I want to be big 
and strong like them,” he said.

Irven Kenny, who has finally left 
Mason’s side for the first time all 
afternoon exclaims his enthusiasm.

“They are really neat,” he said, 
denoting high praise for a second 
grader.

Irven wishes he had a brother like 
the ’Cats who come to visit. “I got a 
sister,” he said, “But I can pretend 
they’re my big brother. ”

Jessica Coombs, a 7-year-old aspir­
ing cheerleader, brings the matter into 
focus.

“I like talking to them. All of us like 
to write letters to them,” she said 
matter of factly.

While the program was designed to 
benefit the children, it also means 
much to the players who participate.

“We talk a lot about how the kids 
look up to us, and we try to teach them 
the right way,” Pitchford said.

“This reminds me that they are 
always watching and little kids imitate

what they see older kids do,” Mason 
said.

Mason admits the undiluted admira­
tion of the children is a boost, but he 
has always liked to be around children.

“I really like little kids,” he said.
If Mrs. Bankston’s plan was to sneak 

in an array of lessons while the 
children were having fun, her goal has 
been accomplished.

“It’s just fun to have them here 
cause they know so much,” said Ernest 
Brown, 7.
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The Valdosta Daily Tinies, Fri., Nov. 13,1987

Lowndes 
vs, 

Valdosta 
^T ^/5^7

Belue Recalls
• When: Tonight
• Where: Martin Stadium, Lowndes County
• Time: 8p.m.
• Records: Valdosta 9-0, Lowndes 5-4
• Series: Valdosta leads series 19-5
• Last Meeting: Valdosta 28, Lowndes 0; 1986
• Last Week: Valdosta 49, Monroe 3; 
Lowndes idle
• On Deck: Monroe at Valdosta (Region 
Playoffs)

Valdosta Offense
QB — B.J. Mason, tailback — James Roberts, fullback — Isaac Ceaser, 

flanker — Bernard Hitson, receiver — Timmy Holmes, tight end — Chales 
Steward, center — David Hazelhurst, right guard — Andy Rykard, right 
tackle — Andy Anderson, left guard — Jack Morgan, left tackle — Todd 
Pitchford, placekicker — Todd Peterson.

Lowndes Defense
Noseguard — Chuck Miller, tackle — Casper Vinson, tackle — Brooks 

Akins, end — Reggie Lane, end — Bennie Pierce, linebacker — Freddie 
Richardson, linebacker — Thong Lott, conerback — Reggie Glance, 
comber back — Kelvin Williams, safety — Shea Phillips, safety — Antwoine 
Clark, punter—Will Spain Kelly.

Lowndes Offense
QB — Rhett Akins, halfback — Mark Walker, fullback — Bo Bo Perry, 

flanker — Max Ward, receiver — Rozell Orr, tight end — Zane Craven, center 
Ron Jones, right guard — Slade Bush, right tackle — Doug Hubbard, left 
guard — Richie Coleman, left tackle — Chris Hubert, placekicker — Charles 
Cosey.

Rivalry Fondly
By ANTHONY DASHER
Times Sports Writer

Valdosta Defense
Noseguard — Robert Fillmore, tackle — Zabria Bell, tackle — Coronzoa 

Greene, end — Kenneth Berrian, end — Coleman Rudolph, linebacker — 
Beau Laskey, linebacker — Carlo Butler, cornerback — Reginald Dandy, 
cornerback — Keith Henry, safety — Jason Bridges, safety — Eric Toth, 
punter — Charles Steward.
Team Stats

Valdosta 
Lowndes

Valdosta 
Lowndes

Valdosta 
Lowndes

Scoring Offense

Rushing
G Att Yds Avg TD GAvg
9 344 2137 6.00 35 237

...............................................................9 343 1466 4.27 14 162
Passing

G Att Cmp Yds Avg TD GAvg
................................................. 9 99 44 739 16.8 6 82.1
................................................. 9 152 50 638 12.7 5 70.8

Total Offense
G Plays Yards GAvg

9
9

2876
2104

443
495

319.5
233.7

Valdosta
Lowndes

Rushing Defense

G
.9
.9

Pts
323
150

Avg 
35.8 
16.6

Lowndes
Valdosta

Lowndes
Valdosta

Passing Defense 
G Att 

.......................9 132 

.......................9. 153 
Scoring Defense

G AU Yds Avg TD GAvg
...9 262 855 3.26 9 95.0
...9 288 996 3.45 6 110.7

Cmp
46
63

Yds Int TD GAvg
545
868

14 3
8 8

60.5
96.4

Valdosta. 
Lowndes

G
....9

9

Pts
89

104

Avg
9.8

11.5

Individual Statistics
Rushing

Walker, Low... 
Roberts, Vai.... 
Ceaser, Vai....  
Mason, Vai.....  
Pierce, Low....

I Perry, Low...... 
Parker, Vai...  
Overman, Low 
Akins, Low.....

Passing

Mason, Vai.....
Akins, Low.......
Hogan, Vai.......
Overman, Low.

Receiving '

G 
...9 
..9 
..9 
..9

31
33
15
19

G AU Yds Avg TD
. 9 166 829 5.0 5
..9 87 664 7.6 10
..9 86 505 5.9 10
..9 60 421 7.0 8
..9 48 198 4.1 1
..9 43 191 4.6 2
..9 26 138 5.3 1
...9 29 133 4.5 1
..9 42 118 2.4 2

Att Cmp। Yds Int TD
361
369
278
217

3
4
2
2

52
89
32
40

2 
5
2 
1

R.Orr, Low...
Steward, Vai. 
Carter, Vai.... 
Craven, Low..

.9

.9

.9

.9

G No Yds Avg TD GAvg
21
14

9
8

292
168
167
77

13.9
12.0
18.5
9.6

3
2
2 
0

32.4
18.7
20.8

9.6

When it comes to re-living past 
Valdosta-Lowndes football games, 
former Wildcat and University of 
Georgia quarterback Buck Belue has 
enough memories to last a lifetime.

Belue, who starred for the Wildcats 
from 1974 to 1977, recalls that in 1974, 
even though the ’Cats were suffering 
through a 3-7 campaign, the crowd at 
Cleveland Field was tingling with 
anticipation as the kickoff drew 
nearer.

“I felt like this was the first time 
coming into the game when Lowndes 
actually thought they would win. Nei­
ther one of us was very good that year 
but there wasn’t an empty seat in the 
house,” Belue said. “We had a couple 
of screen plays that put us on the board 
a couple of times and I guess that

1 made it 14-3. We were leading 7-3 at the 
half and I think it ended 20-3.”

According to Belue the 1974 win over 
Lowndes helped ease the agony of a 
disappointing season but in 1975, the 
Wildcats turned their fortunes around.

“Then next year (1975) is the year I 
remember a great deal. In 1975, 
Lowndes was suffering through a bad 
season and we had rebounded from 3-7 
a year ago and were on a roll. We had 
lost to Moultrie for our only region loss 
and came into that game with Joe 
Wilson as our offensive coordinator.

That helped our offense a great deal 
because at that point in time, coach 
Hyder had worked extremely hard 
adjusting to the Valdosta system 
becayse he had been a wishbone man 
all those years. Wilson was a former 
Valdosta High School player and was 
coordinator under Wright Bazemore 
for 15 or 16 years and that was a great 
deal of help that year because I had 
more fun as a quarterback that year 
than basically my whole high school 
and college career.

“Simply, we were throwing the ball 
more and throwing it for a great deal 
of efficiency. One of my primary 
targets, who happened to be my best 
friend at time was Jody Wilson, coach 
Wilson’s son. It was sort of a family 
affair.”

However 1975 turned out to be 
Wilson’s last season at Valdosta as he 
took control of a young Lowndes’ 
program and quickly propelled the 
Vikings to greater heights.

“I feel like the Lowndes-Valdosta 
rivalry really got started in 1976 when 
Joe left our program and took his 
Valdosta tradition and his successful 
way of thinking over there. I’m sure he 
looked into the situation carefully 
before he went over there. Lowndes 
had finally put together a team that 
had a good deal of talent, and had some 
good kids on the ball team. I’m sure he 
thought about that before he made the 
move.”

According Belue, Wilson’s move to 
Lowndes had an immediate impact.

“We played them in the spring game 
and wore them out. But Valdosta came 
into that game with a very good team.

“We knew it (the 1976 game) was 
going to be a struggle. We knew they 
were coming on as a team. I’m sure 
they gained a lot of confidence from 
coach Wilson and began to take pride 
in their football team. I don’t think in 
the past they had been able to do that. 
They had a great deal of vision with 
Joe there.”

Valdosta won the 1976 game 14-3, but 
Belue remembers the ’Cats had to

BUCK BELUE
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struggle to do it.

“Offensivly we had not played very 
good and they had a very good defense 
led by Ronny Atkins, the middle 
linebacker. We got a couple of late 
turnovers and as it turned out the 
turnovers enabled us to win the ball 
game. We had got a punt inside the 1 
10-yard line and of course from that ] 
close in we were going to score, that , 
made it 7-3 . There was a fumble on the 
next posession and I think we took it in 
25 yards for the score. I think Lowndes ■ 
left after that game feeling they should । 
have won.”

Through 1976, the Vikings had never । 
defeated the Wildcats but in 1977, 
Belue’s senior year, Wilson had his ’ 
Lowndes team primed and Belue just 
shakes his head when recalling that 
fateful night.

The Vikings defeated the Wildcats 
7-2, as Belue had his passed returned 80 
yards for the only touchdown of the 
game. r

“We came into the game at the time 
undefeated. I think they may have lost 
one ball game. They had a fine offense 
with Kenny Luke at quarterback. Jody 
Wilson had left after our 14-3 win our 
junior year to join his father for his 
senior year. John Lastinger stepped in ’ 
for Jody and played very well at wide • 
receiver and we didn’t miss a beat. !

“That ball game in 1977 turned the ’— 
tide for the Lowndes program. It was 
something they’d dreamed about since 
starting football in 1968. They had been 
putting up with Valdosta whippings 
every year.

“That game we moved the ball well 
between the 20’s but that was about it. I 
remember it was on second down and 
we threw a 12-yard out-and-up but we 
dropped the pass which would have 
been a touchdown. On the very next 
play on 3rd-and-10, I dropped back and 
threw a curl pattern and Bill Schref- 
fler, who again I grew up knowing, 
picked it off and I was the only one left 
back and he had three or four of his 
linebackers blocking for him.

“I kept giving ground and giving 
ground hoping that someone would be 
able to catch up and make the tackle. 
But right in front of the Lowndes’ 
bench they bowled me over around the 
30-yard line and I could see Bill 
running down the sidline scoring. The 
place went bananas. ”

But according to Belue, the final 
score of the game was not all that he 
remembered.

“After the ball game, the thing I 
remember was the traffic jam. The
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See Belue, Page 2-B



Thomas Excited
About Big Game

By STAN GRUBB 
Times Sports Writer

The mention of the Winnersville 
Classic between the Valdosta Wildcats 
and the Lowndes Vikings holds mixed 
emotions for former Viking star 
quarterback Eric Thomas.

Thomas, presently the head coach at 
Valwood, is very quick to point out his 
feelings pertaining to the Lowndes- 
Valdosta rivary, and the way he has 
seen the battle unfold from the past to 
the present.

“I feel that this particular game is 
actually only a step lower than the 
Georgia-Florida rivalry from the 
standpoint of the crowd,” said Thomas. 
“It’s great for the community, and the 
players involved to come together and 
partake in all the activities leading up 
to the ultimate event —THE game. ’

For Thomas it all started in 1977, the
ERIC THOMAS

> Gam<

^ospitaWfal*66

. aster *’}'

rage this game got was
}. Newspapers, television 

crews ar ines, from all over 
Georgia । ..... onverged on

sports.
But the 

besides m
m| thing J remember, 

_ off, was the 
by the fans of both 

layers both luring and 
t was first c ^ all the

he Vai> 
he stat •>
K^ 
iihila'e
edtot^

«forman*

And I tell u, I almost got lum. 
my throat a. r the game Whet: plaj 
and coaches 
at mid-field 
was someth

Hth teams athered 
post-game , iyer. It 

rc ember 
r 'tunate

ever thi; I
the county o owndes and th > city of

year of the first Viking victory ever 
against the Wildcats. According to 
Thomas, it was a new beginning in a 
way for the Lowndes program. For the three weeks later in the opening round 
first time ever, the Viking fans really of the Region 1-AAAA playoffs.
felt the emotions surrounding the jn the second meeting between the 

two clubs not only did the outcome 
change, but so did the entire Lowndes 
County community.

mm u.uv, o— ______  — ----- Thomas remembers that game too
respects, with Wilson’s arrival came well. For Thomas’ Vikings lady luck

.. . .-----j ix-------- j .„ «u^ a™„„ was none t00 kind as the Wildcats were 
winners 24-21 in one of the greatest 
games in the Lowndes-Valdosta histo- 

according to'Thomas.------------------------ry, but the signifigance of that defeat
“Growing up amongst all your suffered at the hands of the ’Cats would 

friends, knowing that one day you will serve as the catalysts for the following 
meet competing for the bragging rights year. ., ,
of the city is enormous,” said Thomas. “Actually, the ’79 season provided

As the ’77 season wound down, the the boost that we needed to obtain our 
’Cats were the top team with Lowndes goai ,n ’80,” said Thomas. “But the 
as the understudy until, as fate would road was far from being, paved. There 
have it, the tables quickly turned.

On an October night at Martin 
Stadium in front of a sellout crowd, 
Thomas and his teammates would

game. . ,
“After the 14-3 loss to Valdosta in 76, 

the rivalry has simply taken off since 
that time,” said Thomas. “In many

optimisim and it seemed to filter down 
through the ranks.”

The rivary in itself is a historic one,

“Actually, the ’79 season provided

was a little matter of beating the 
Wildcats that stood in our way, and boy

rewrite the history books.
As Thomas tells it, even amidst the 

controversy that surrounded that game

did they ever.’ , , .
With Thomas at the helm, he led the 

Vikings to their one and only state title 
in 1980, and that year was a season of 
mixed emotions for Thomas.

“Although we went on to win the
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it was special. "Although we went on to win me
“That game seemed to put the rivary state title, the regular season meeting 

into perspective,” said Thomas, between both teams did not meet up to 
. .. 1 ^e Standards of the rivalry, said

Thomas. “Valdosta came to play and 
we obviously did not, but the bottom

into perspective,' s
“Lowndes was starting something new 
and that win sent the town into a

£o!HF Lowndes 
courtesy of 
endbyJon;^ 
send the Vil tng

^^.^^

ttLsta; ^

frenzy.” we obviouslv did not, but me oouoni
The Vikings defeated the Wildcats Hne was plain and simple — a Wildcat 

7-2, with the biggest play from romp 17-8 after we entered the obvi- 
scrimmage being an interception re- ously better team. But is was not to 
turn of 80 yards by Bill Schreffler to be ”
give Lowndes its margin of victory. : “Valdosta, for me, was a game that 

According to Thomas, the next two no hype was necessary for motiva-
seasons Lowndes would take two dif- tion,” said Thomas. “Losing to Valdos- 
ferent paths in the series with the ta 24-21 in ’79, and the 17-8 defeat 
’Cats. suffered in 1980 seemed to bring

“In ’78 Valdosta had our number,” everything into focus, and our charac- 
said Thomas. “But in ’79 the fortunes ter was being stetched to the limR as R 
of the Vikings were both sweet and

ously better team. But is was not to

agonizing.” .. x 
In 1979, the Vikings, according to

Thomas, fielded one of its greatest 
teams ever, and behind the watchful 
eye of head coach Joe Wilson it looked 
as if the Lowndes partisans would 
finally witness the crowning of a new 
king in Valdosta.

“The regular season game was a 
classic,” said Thomas. “Our backs 
were as far against the wall as you can 
get trailing by seven late in the fourth 
quarter, until Cedric (Jones) scored 
from 75-yards out with the clock 
showing 1:11 left to play. Fortunately, 
the two point conversion was suc­
cessful (by Thomas) for the win.”

A very fond memory for Thomas, 
indeed it was. But to this date Thomas' 
worst nightmare was the rematch

Valdosta, for me, was a game that

came down to a cold night at Death 
Valley to make our dreams come
true ” , j uThe 17-8 outcome alluded to by 
Thomas was something just as soon 
forgotten by the Lowndes fans, but 
Thomas did not see that game in that 
perspective at all.

According to Thomas, never a year 
went by that he did not dream about 
defeating the Cats and in 1980 the 
clock never struck midnight.

“Behind one of the greatest coaching 
jobs I have ever witnessed, we finally 
accomplished what we had set out to 
do,” said Thomas, speaking of the 
Vikings’ 6-0 win in the Region 1-AAAA 
final. “Coach Wilson came up with a 
perfect game plan, and thanks to such 
great athletes as Cedric Jones, Steve 
Player, and Ray Luke the dream was a 
reality.”
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Peterson Field Goal Lifts
M By MIKE COLOMBO
■ Times Snorts Editor
] VJrT T^TTf^f--------

The 1987 Winnersville Classic was 
I just that — a classic. Valdosta and 

Lowndes fought toe to toe here at 
I Martin Stadium Friday night with the 
| VHS Wildcats coming away with a slim 
H 10-7 win over their cross-town rivals.

Lowndes had more yards passing 
I and running than Valdosta, but the 
I ’Cats got a sensational 47-yard field 
I goal by Todd Peterson with 10:38 left in 
I the game to go ahead 10-7.

Valdosta then held on downs and 
I Wildcat quarterback B.J. Mason made 
I three key runs for first downs as the 
I Wildcats were able to run down the 
I clock and preserve the win.
j The Wildcats now own a 20-5 lead in 
11 the series that dates back to 1968.
I Valdosta, 10-0 and riding a 25-game 
11 winning streak, will host Monroe next 
I Friday in the first round on the Region 
I 1-AAAA playoffs. Lowndes’ seasons 

11 ends at 5-5.
j “It was quite a game,” said Valdosta 
I head coach Nick Hyder after the 
I । victory. “Todd Peterson will be re­
I membered around here for a long 
I time.”
I Hyder was equally impressed with 

the play of Mason, especially in the 
final drive that ran out the clock.

“It was B.J. and company. They 
were jamming the line so we decided to 
let B.J. keep it and go outside. He does 
that well.”

A drained Lowndes head coach Joe 
Wilson had little to say after the game.

“It was a great game,” said Wilson. 
“Our youngsters played their hearts 
out and played well. We have nothing 
to hang our heads about. We made 
some crucial mistakes at crucial times 
and they killed us.”

Viking receiver and kick returner 
Rozell Orr let the Wildcats know 
immediately that Lowndes was ready 
to play. Orr took the opening kickoff 
100 yards for an apparent score, but 
the play was called back when the 
officials ruled that Orr stepped back 
into the end zone for a touchback.

Valdosta held Lowndes and got the 
ball back on its 39. On the second play 
from scrimmage, Mason carried the 
ball down to the Lowndes 5. The Viking 
defense, however, rose to the occasion 
and forced the Wildcats into a 
4th-and-goal from the 3 after short runs 
by Isaac Ceaser, James Roberts, and 
Mason.

But on the crucial 4th down play, 
Ceaser took a pitch left but was 
dragged down for a loss of 2 and 
Lowndes got the ball back.

Neither team, however, was able to 
move the ball with any success in the 

(first quarter.
But the Vikings struck paydirt in 

their first possession of the second 
quarter. Lowndes drove the ball from 
its own 12 to the Valdota 1 on nine plays 
and quarterback Rhett Akins dove in 
for the score. Will Spain Kelly added 
the point after and the Vikings led 7-0 
with 4:59 left in the first half.

The drive was kept alive on two key 
catches by Rozell Orr and Jason Orr. 
Running back Mark Walker also had a 
13-yard romp up the middle to set up 
Akins’ scoring leap.

Valdosta, however, came right back 
at Lowndes. The Wildcats took the ball 
from their own 42 to the Lowndes 13 in 
nine piays. Mason again was Mr. 
Clutch. The nimble quarterback threw 
three straight completed passes in a 
row, his only three of the night, to 
Timmy Holmes, Charles Steward, and 
Bernard Hitson.

Valdosta scored from the 13-yard line 
on a tremendous run by Isaac Ceaser, 
who shook off at least two defenders to 
score. Peterson’s PAT was good to tie 
the game.

Then the unstoppable Rozell Orr did 
it again for Lowndes. Orr took the

5^

Valdosta.................... 0 7 0 3 — 10
Lowndes...................  0 7 0 0—7

Low — Rhett Akins 1 run (Will Spain 
Kelly kick)

Vai — Isaac Ceaser 13 run (Todd
Peterson kick)

Vai —Peterson 47 fg
Vai Low

First Downs 11 10
Yards Rushing 139 144
Rushing Attempts 43 29
Yards Passing 35 89
Passes 8- 3-0 14- 5-0
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 3-2
Punting 5-32.6 3-23.6
Penalties 2-10 2-20

Rushing
Valdosta— Mason 18-77, Roberts

13-24, Ceaser 12-38. Lowndes— Walker 
17-121, Akins 9-15, Pierce 2-6, Perry 1-2.

Passing
Valdosta— Mason 8-3-0 35.

Lowndes— Akins 14-5-0 89. 
Receiving

Valdosta— Hitson 1-15, Holmes 1-15,
Steward 1-5. Lowndes— R. Orr 3-57, 
Perry 1-23, J. Orr 1-9.

kickoff at his own 5 and ran it 78 yards 
to the Valdosta 17 but the ’Cat defense
then rose up.

Akins threw an incomplete pass on 
first down, and on second down, 
Valdosta linebacker Carlo Butler sur­
ged through the line to sack Akins for 
an 8-yard loss. Another incomplete 
pass forced Lowndes into a field-goal 
situation, but the snap from center was 
bad and the kick never got off.

In the second half, Lowndes threw a 
scare into Valdosta on its first 
possession. Walker rambled 63 yards 
to the Valdosta 11 but Lowndes couldn’t 
take advantge of the situation and 
came away with no points.

For the rest of the half, the offenses 
again were pretty much overpowered 
by fine defensive play. But it was a 
Viking turnover that perhaps made the 
difference in the game.

Valdosta recovered a Lowndes fum­
ble on its own 47, but Valdosta was
unable to mount a drive. Peterson then 
solved the problem with his 47-yard 
field goal to account for the final 10-7 
score.

On their next possession, the Vikings 
looked as they would tie the game up. 
Lowndes drove the ball from its own 40 
to the Valdosta 37 before a broken play 
and a key sack killed the drive.

Akins made a beautiful 18-yard run 
to keep the drive going as Wilson 
caught the Wildcats blitzing on a 
3rd-and-eight. Akins also drew Valdos­
ta off sides for another first down, but 
the sack cost Lowndes.

Valdosta got possession of the ball 
and then ran out the clock.

Walker finished as the leading rusher 
with 121 yards on 17 carries. Mason led 
Valdosta with 77 on 18 carries and 
Ceaser added 38. Lowndes outrushed 
Valdosta 144-139.

The Viking defensive front of Chuck 
Miller, Brooks Akins, and Casper 
Vinson had a lot to do with slowing 
Valdosta. Linebacker Freddie Rich­
ardson had six unasssisted tackles and 
was in for 13 assists. Vinson had two 
quarterback sacks as did Reginald 
Lane. End Bennie Pierce got to Mason 
three times.

“They really stacked the front line,” 
said Valdosta offensive line coach 
Jerry Don Baker. “They came up with 
9, 10, and even 11 men at times. There 
was not much we could do.”

Butler led Valdosta with six un­
assisted tackles. Butler and Kenneth 
Berrian also had two quarterback 
sacks.

The Vikings outpassed Valdosta 89 
yards to 35 yards. Akins went 5-of-14 
with no interceptions for all the 
Lowndes passing yardage. Mason went 
3-of-8 for 35 yards and no interceptions.

Lowndes’ Rozell Orr came down with 
three catches for 57 yards. _

Lowndes' Mark Walker Finds Running Room

—Times Staff Photo by Bob Lupinek

Wildcat B.J Mason Drops Back For Pass



Classic Efforts Produced Classic

Mike 
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Nick Hyder Watches Contest With Great Intensity

Lowndes Head Coach Joe Wilson Yells Instruct,on.

Vve done some bad and 
I've done some good, but I 
did a whole lot better than 
they thought I would.

— Don McLean

Singer and songwriter Don McLean 
certainly wasn’t considering the 
outcome of a football game when he 
scribed these lines for a song on his 
American Pie album, but the senti­
ment was probably rattling around in 
the heads of the Valdosta and 
Lowndes players after Friday night’s 
game.

The Wildcats won 10-7 and both 
sides had reason to be at least proud 
if not happy about the outcome.

The Vikings obviously played a 
tremendous game and had every 
reason to walk tall. Many area 
football fans didn’t give Lowndes a 
chance. Even Viking head coach Joe 
Wilson did not put forth a very 
optimistic picture tor the press.

But Wilson and his Vikings sur­
prised everyone. From the opening 
Kickoff it was apparent that Lowndes 
was in it for the duration against the 
No. 1 ’Cats.

I imagine B.J. Mason got sick and 
tired of hearing about how he 
couldn’t throw the ball. Mason can, 
but head coach Nick Hyder doesn’t 
like to.

But when the chips were down, 
Hyder had to and Mason came 
through. He completed three consec­
utive passes on the Valdosta 
touchdown drive. The passes were a 
must.

The Viking defensive line toiled 
endlessly for 10 games while 
linebacker Freddie Richardson got 
his picture in the paper every day.

But on Friday night, Brooks Akins, 
Chuck Miller, and Casper Vinson did 
more than suffice. Vinson was in on 
13 tackles and sacked Mason twice. 
Noseguard Miller was in on seven 
tackles and plugged up the middle 
against a powerful Valdosta rushing 
game.

Viking quarterback Rhett Akins 
and running back Mark Walker had 
the heat on them after a poor 
offensive showing last week at 
Monroe. Lowndes did more than 
score on Valdosta, the Viking offense 
had more yardage both rushing and 
passing.

Walker, a senior, used his last 
game to cement his hold on the top 
rushing spot in the region. Against a 
tough Valdosta defense, he rushed for 
121 yards on only 17 carries.

Akins threw for 89 yards and did 
not have a pass picked off.

And it all came down to Todd 
Peterson’s 47-yard field goal. Pure 
drama.

Peterson kicked the ball so hard, he 
probably would have made it from 54 
yards out at least. Those who think 
special teams are unimportant need 
to give Hyder a phone call.

For the Wildcats, the game was 
good for two reasons. A win is always 
nice, but head coach Hyder said his 
team needed a close contest in order 
to get in good mental shape for the 
playoffs.

For Lowndes, the result had to be 
frustrating for two reasons. Losing 
10-3 is not easy, but the shame of it is 
that the Vikings found out how well 
they could really play but won’t get a 
chance to do it again.

It seems strange not having 
Lowndes in the playoffs. It will also 
hurt both teams in the financial 
department. Lowndes will be de­
prived of playoff income, and Monroe 
won’t bring that many people over 
from Albany after getting beaten by 
Valdosta 49-3 in the regular season.

The game was one of the best 
games I’ve ever seen, and that’s 
because both sides poured heart and 
soul into the effort, it’s hard to watch

try and not be 
already looking

such a fierce rival] 
affected by it. I’m ; 
forward to next year.
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Playoff Berths On Line
VHS Ecstatic

By The Associated Press
Two of Friday night’s region^ finals 

match the Nos. 1 and 3 teams in their 
classification against each other — No. 
1 Thomasville against No. 3 Central of 
Thomasville in Region 1-AAA and No. 1 
Lincoln County against No. 3 Louisville 
in Region 4-A.

In both cases, the third-ranked team 
has lost but once this season — to the 
team they play Friday.

Thomasville downed Central 15-6 in 
the regular season, and Lincoln County 
edged Louisville, at the time the No. 1 
team, 21-17.

CLASS AAAA
In Region 1, top-ranked Valdosta 

takes on Tift County. The Wildcats won 
the first match 17-10, a game that 
Valdosta Coach Nick Hyder admits 
“could have gone either way.’’ Tift has 
not lost a game since then.

In Region 3, Wayne County travels to 
No. 3 Effingham County. Effingham 
won the regular season meeting 14-7.

Northside-Warner Robins goes 
against second-ranked Evans in the 
Region 4 final. Evans eked out a 20-19 
victory against Northside earlier.

Region 9 champion and No. 4 
McEachern goes against Region 5 
winner Wheeler. These two teams have 
not met this season.

A big battle in this class is in Region 
6, where fifth-ranked Griffin will try to 
avenge their only loss this year against 
sixth-ranked Morrow. Both teams are 
10-1.

In Region 7, No. 7 Redan takes on 
No. 8 Southwest DeKalb. Southwest 
won the regular season match 6-0, 
Redan’s only setback of the year.

Newton County will try to wrap up 
the Region 8 crown against Brookwood.

CLASSAAA
Thomasville and Central of Thom­

asville play to get out of the tough 
Region 1.

Thomson is at Butler in the Region 2 
layoff, and Dodge County takes on No.
1 Worth County in Region 3.

Troup will play Lithonia in Region 4.
Second-ranked Marist hosts No. 10 

Clarkston in the Region 5 matchup. 
Marist edged Clarkston 15-12 earlier

In Region 6, No. 5 Lakeside takes on

Dalton is at Villa R;ca for the Region

7 crown. The ninth-ranked Catamounts 
did not play No. 7 Villa Rica, the 
defending state champs, during the 
regular season.

No. 7 Hart County hosts No. 8 
Stephens County in Region 8.

CLASSAA
Fitzgerald is at Seminole County to 

play for the Region 1 title.
In Region 2, fourth-ranked Camden 

County takes on Screven County.
In one of the state’s toughest regions, 

Region 3, seventh-ranked Manchester 
is at No. 2 Robert E. Lee. Lee won the 
first meeting 42-0, but neither coach 
expects a repeat of that.

Two more ranked teams will battle 
for the Region 4 title. No. 6 
Washington-Wilkes hosts No. 8 
Greene-Taliaferro. Washington-Wilkes 
won the first game 16-6 in the regular 
season finale.

Fifth-ranked Lovett will try to cap­
ture the Region 5 title against Se­
quoyah. Lovett won the first game this 
year 14-7.

Turner and North Fulton play for the 
Region 6 title.

Top-ranked Central of Carrollton 
takes on Cartersville in a Region 7 
battle. Central won 27-7 earlier, but 
Cartersville has come along well since 
then.

Seventh-ranked East Hall is at home 
against Jefferson for the Region 8 title. 
They haven’t played yet this year.

CLASS A
Stewart-Quitman hosts Pelham in 

the Region 1 title game.
Second-ranked Clinch County takes 

on Irwin County in Region 2. Clinch 
won 12-0 earlier.

In Region 3, fifth-ranked Metter 
hosts Montgomery County. They 
haven’t met yet.

Region 4 is top-ranked Lincoln 
County against No. 3 Louisville.

In Region 5, perennial champion 
Greenville will try to keep its crown 
against No. 7 Brookstone. Greenville 
handed Brookstone its only loss this 
year, 14-7.

Region 9 contains the year’s Cinder­
ella story, unbeaten Dacula, which 
never before had had even a winning 
record. No. 4 Dacula is at home against 
No. 9 Monticello. Dacula won 27-12 in 
the last game of the regular season.

After Victory
By STAN GRUBB
Times Sports Writer .

The mood inside the Valdosta Wildcat lockerroom after 
one of the greatest triumphs in school history, a 24-22 victory 
over the Tift County Blue Devils in the 1987 region 
championship game, was one of relief and respect as the 
majority of the Wildcat players and coaches were savoring 
the hard-fought win.

According to defensive ends and linebacker coach Charles 
Tarpley, it was one great game from start to finish.

“The Blue Devils are men,” said Tarpley. “We beat a 
great football team in every sense of the word.6

For the entire Valdosta football team, it was a matter of 
pride the entire game, coming up with one big play after 
another when they needed it.

“It is so hard to defeat the same team twice in one season, 
especially when you are talking about a quality team such 
as Tift County,’’ said receiver coach Bob Bolton. “Each 
team gave it all they had, but I feel our team showed so 
much character and heart that they just were not going to be 
denied.”

The Wildcats knew under no circumstances that the Blue 
Devils would roll over and die, and that was evident by the 
gritty performance the ’Cats showed at Death Valley.

“We have the upmost respect for the Blue Devils and their 
coaching staff. Brodie ana his staff do a tremendous job 
preparing their team for every contest. The Blue Devils are 
to be commended for their efforts,” said Valdosta defensive 
coordinator Jack Rudolph. “I was very proud of the way our 
offense and defense played tonight. In a game of this 
magnitude desire plays a very big role. And as far as the 
defensive side is concerned, the heart and soul of our entire 
defensive team was tremendous. ”

The Valdosta players were ecstatic with the 24-22 win as 
they now advance to the state playoffs next week, but as far 
as they are concerned this was only one of many hurdles.

“I think tonight’s game proved to everyone that this team 
is for real, but the season is not finished by a longshot,” said 
Valdosta placekicker Todd Peterson. “This team seems to 
be able to answer any challenges and we proved it tonight. ”

For senior offensive lineman Andy Anderson, just simply 
being able to advance to another state playoff in his final 
year with the team meant everything.

“I’m just glad it’s all over,” said Anderson. “The Blue 
Devils are a great team, it’s just such a relief to be finished 
with them.”

Defensive end Coleman Rudolph had only words of praise 
for the Devils and a word of thankfulness concerning the 
ballgame.

“Tift County is such a physical team that every contest is 
a war,” said Rudolph. “It’s a great victory for this team and 
everyone concerned. I’m glad to see that we are rid of Tift 
County once again. ”

Ironically, most avid fans had their doubts about the 
outcome entering the Tift County rematch, but all 
speculation was put to rest as the ’Cats once again showed 
why they are the top ranked team in the state.

—Times Staff Photo by Paul Leavy

Robert Fillmore Covers Derick Henderson
According to most players, the ’Cats beat the second-best 

team in the state.
“If they are not the second best team in the state they are 

in the top five,” said saftey Jason Bridges.
Amidst talk circulating about a Tift County victory, the ' 

Valdosta team simply did what they have done all season 
long — won.

Valdosta posted its 27th consecutive victory and will be 
making its seventh trip into the state playoffs in eleven 
years.

Valdosta Lines Controlled
’The Valdosta Wildcats silenced all 
critics Friday night against Tift County 
in the Region 1-AAAA championship 
game and proved they are indeed of 
championship caliber.

Valdosta won the game 24-22, holding 
off a Tift County 2-point conversion 
attempt with just eight second left 
when Blue Devil quarterback Derick 
Henderson threw incomplete in the end 
zone.

In my poor opinion, the game wasn’t 
as close as the 24-22 score indicated. 
Valdosta really dominated both lines of 
scrimmage and set the tone for the 
game by jumping out to a 14-point lead.

I thought the game would be 
statistically lopsided towards Tift 
County but said Valdosta would win. 
The Wildcats proved me wrong.

“The guys had the articles that you 
had written all week long taped on 
their lockers,” said offensive line 
coach Jerry Don Baker.

“In the first game, Tift County did 
dominate the line of scrimmage, but 
tonight I thought we got after them. We

knew we had to play well and we did 
when it counted.”

Baker had only good things to say 
about the individuals who make up his 
offensive front.

“Andy Anderson just did a great job. 
He got two great blocks on tackle traps 
that got James Roberts free on his two 
long runs.

“Todd Pitchford played probably his 
best, no, his best game of the season by 
far. Andy Rykard and everybody 
played great. Charles Steward didn’t 
catch any passes but he did block well.

He did what the team asked him to 
do.”

Baker also pointed out that his front 
line was seriously outweighed, but 
overcame the deficit.

And Roberts? He was simply 
magnificent as was Isaac Ceaser. The 
Wildcat backs looked extremely fired 
up and appeared to be two steps 
quicker than normal and 20 pounds 
heavier.

Roberts finished with 186 yards on 15 
carries, and he muscled his way for 
two long touchdown runs of 49 yards 
and 62 yards.

Ceaser had 86 yards on 13 carries.
Quarterback B.J. Mason once again 

proved his worth as a member of the 
backfield. Mason officially only had 
one pass attempt on the evening, but 
had 31 yards rushing. His mere 
presence, however, kept the Tift 
County defense guessing and off- 
balance.

Defensively, Valdosta shut down the 
Tift County running game and forced

Tempo
the Blue Devils into passing more than 
any high school team likes to.

And the ’Cats hounded Henderson all 
night long, especially defensive end 
Coleman Rudolph and noseguard Rob­
ert Fillmore.

Fillmore was taken to the hospital 
after the game after he was chop 
blocked by Tift County on a Valdosta 
punt late in the fourth quarter. The 
Wildcats, however, made Tift County 
pay dearly for sending their stellar 
noseguard to the sidelines.

The illegal block gave Valdosta a 
first down and allowed Todd Peterson 
to kick a field goal to make it 24-16, 
forcing the Blue Devils to score and 
then make a two-point conversion.

“I think the defense played well 
overall,” said defensive coordinator 
Jack Rudolph. “They came through 
when they had too. I think if you guys 
tear up those statistics and really look 
at the football game, you’ll see what 
kind of heart and soul this team really 
has.”
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Region Title
By ANTHONY DASHER
Times Sports Writer

Tift County.................................................. 0 9 0 13-22
Valdosta.........................................................14 0 7 3 — 24
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For those who questioned if Region 
1-AAAA plays the best brand of football 
in the entire state, all doubts were 
erased Friday night at Cleveland 
Field.

The Valdosta Wildcats, pushed to the 
limit by the Tift County Blue Devils, 
turned back a two-point conversion 
attempt by quarterback Derick Hen­
derson with six seconds left in the 
game to defeat the Blue Devils 24-22 
and claim the Region 1-AAAA champi­
onship for the second year in a row.

The Wildcats, 12-0, will go on to play 
Carver of Columbus next Friday at 8 
p.m. at Cleveland Field in the first 
round of the state playoffs.

*Tm not a predictor but I knew this 
would be a great high school football 
game. All of our backs ran extremely 
hard and overall it was just a great 
defensive effort,” Wildcat head coach 
Nick Hyder said. “All our coaches did 
an excellent job. Coach Jack Rudolph, 
Jerry Don Baker, Mike O’Brien, 
Charles Tarpley, Freddie Waters and 
Bob Bolton did an outstanding job of 
getting our kids ready against a fired 
up Tift County team.

“But you also must give coach 
Brodie and his team all the credit in 
the world. They came ready to play 
and then some.”

On the Blue Devils’ final drive, ’Cat 
defensive end Coleman Rudolph picked 
up his third sack of the game when he 
dumped Henderson for a 10-yard loss 
back to the Valdosta 20-yard line 
setting up a fourth-and-ten.

However, the ’Cats were hit with a 
pass interference call on the fourth 
down play and the Blue Devils were in 
business at the 15 with a first down. 
Bernard King carried the ball down to 
the four before Henderson hit Jay 
Johnson for the touchdown to make the 
score 24-22 with eight seconds left.

The Blue Devils went for two but 
Henderson, who was under heavy 
pressure from the Valdosta defense, 
sailed his pass incomplete and the 
’Cats had won their 27th straight game.

Tift head coach Gene Brodie was 
obviously upset after the game.

“I’ll be back next year. But these 
seniors won’t. It’s them I hurt for more 
than anything else,” he said. “They got 
up on us early and that may have been 
the key point in the game. But to our 
credit we never up and came back to 
put ourselves in position where we had 
a chance to at least tie the game. I 
couldn’t be more prouder of our kids. ”

Valdosta led 14-9 at the half as a pass 
interference against the ’Cats set up a 
47-yard field goal by Tift’s Russ Davis 
with no time showing on the clock.

The Blue Devils had the momentum 
but Valdosta quickly stole it right back 
as the third quarter began.

After receiving the third quarter 
kickoff, running back James Roberts 
went right to work.

On a lst-and-10 from the 22, Roberts 
powered his way 30 yards to Blue Devil

V—BJ. Mason4run (Todd Peterson kick)
V — James Roberts 49 run (Peterson kick)
T — Jay Johnson 36 pass from Derick Henderson (kick 

blocked)
T— Russ Davis 46fg
V — Roberts 62 yard run (Peterson kick)
T — Johnson 71 punt return
V— Peterson 24 fg
T — Johnson 4 pass from Henderson (pass failed)

Ceaser 13-86, Mason 10-31, Sharpe 2-2.
Passing

Tift —Henderson 22-10 1 153. Valdosta—Mason 1-0-0
Receiving

Tift—Johnson 4-88, Nixon 2-20, Jones3 36, McLain 1-9

First Downs 15 “ 12
Yards Rushing 76 308
Rushing Attempts 30 41
Yards Passing 153 0
Passes 10-22 1 0- 1-0
Fumbles-Lost 3-2 2-1
Punting 5-39.6 36.4
Penalties 7-80 5-40

Rushing
Tift— Graham 16-32, King 7-12, Williams 6 19,

Johnson 1-12, Merritt 1--4. Valdosta — Roberts 15 186,

43 but a pushing penalty took the ball 
back to the Valdosta 38.

But Roberts took advantage of out­
standing blocking by the ’Cats’ of­
fensive line and streaked 62 yards for a 
touchdown with 11:24 showing on the 
clock.

Todd Peterson’s kick was good and 
Valdosta held a seemingly safe 21-9 
lead.

Roberts finshed the night carrying 
the ball 15 times for 186 yards and two 
scores. Isaac Ceaser finished with 86 
yards on 13 carries.

Reginald Dandy had an interception 
that killed Tift’s first drive of the third 
quarter.

Tift, which managed only 76 yards on 
the ground, never really could get its 
rushing attack going as the Wildcat 
defense led by Rudolph, Carlo Butler, 
Beau Laskey, Coronzoa Greene, An­
thony Williams, Fredrick Hinton, 
Dandy, Kenneth Berrian and Robert 
Filmore all did a superb job.

But the Blue Devils special teams 
came to play when Johnson returned a 
punt 71-yards for a touchdown to cut 
the ’Cat lead to 21-16 with 8:31 left in 
the game.

Johnson scored all of Tift’s 
touchdowns, the first on 36-yard pass 
from Henderson to cut the lead to 14-6 
in the second quarter. The point-after 
was blockled by Hinton.

“Jay Johnson is a good a player as 
we’ve played against,” Hyder said. 
“There’s no doubt that he’s an all state 
player.”

After Johnson’s touchdown run, Tift 
seemed to have momentum after 
appearing to stop Valdosta, but after 
Charles Steward hit a high booming 
punt, a chop block foul against the Blue 
Devils gave the ’Cats’ the ball right 
back at the 29. Ceaser and Roberts 
moved the ball the down to the 29 
before Peterson drilled a 24-yard field 
goal with 2:54 left that meant the 
difference on the game.

The Wildcats had built a 14-0 first 
quarter lead on a 4-yard run by Mason 
to cap a four-play drive set up by a 
26-yard run by Ceaser with 9:01 left in 
the first quarter and a 49-yard run by 
Roberts which was set up when 
Anthony Williams recovered a fumble 
on the ’Cat 49.



‘Cat Running Back Janies Roberts, Who Dashed For 186 Yards, Scores His Second Touchdown, A 62-Yard Run
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Valdosta-Tift Contest 
Had Many Big Plays
By MIKE COLOMBO
Times Sports Editor

It’s interesting to look back at the 
high points and low points of individual 
football games. After Friday night’s 
classic between Tift and Valdosta, it 
was tempting to point out Tift’s failed 
2-point conversion as the big play in 
giving the VHS Wildcats the 24-22 
victory.

Looking at the game as a chronologi­
cal event, that failed conversion was 
the biggest play of the night, but 
actually, the game was full of big 
plays, all that kept the momentum 
hard to keep.

One could argue that the biggest play 
of the game was the chop block 
perpetrated upon Wildcat noseguard 
Robert Fillmore late in the fourth 
quarter.

The block came on a Valdosta punt 
and as a result, the Wildcats got the 
ball back and Todd Peterson was able 
to kick a 24-yard field goal to make it 
24-16 Valdosta. Those 24 were enough 
towin.

Of course, it was the big play that got 
Tift County back in the ball game to 
begin with. Trailing 21-9, Tift return 
man Jay Johnson carried the ball 71 
yards for the score to make it 21-16.

Tift’s final drive of the evening was 
also full of great happenings. Valdosta 
appeared to have the drive stopped 
when the Wildcats made crucial 
mistake. On a 3rd-and-10 from the 
Wildcat 20, Blue Devil quarterback 
Derick Henderson was sacked by 
Coleman Rudolph, making it 
4th-and-20.

The Wildcats, however, were called 
for pass interference on the fourth 
down play, and the Blue Devils got a 
new lease on life on the 15.

Tift County eventually put the ball in 
the end zone on a 4-yard pass play from 
Henderson to Johnson, who scored all 
of Tift County’s touchdowns.

Even the opening kickoff was a big 
play, or rather, proved to be a big play 
eventually. A Tifton player muffed the 
catch and as a result, the Blue Devils 
started off with poor field position at 
their own 10-yard line.

Tift had to punt the ball from deep in 
its own territory and Valdosta started 
off with good field position, scoring its 
first touchdown after Isaac Ceaser 
rambled for a 20-yard gain.

Later in the quarter, Tift running 
back Eric Graham coughed the ball up 
and the Wildcats recovered on the Tift 
49. On the first play from Scrimmage, 
Wildcat running back James Roberts 
scooted 49 yards for the score and

Valdosta led 14-0 with 2:21 left in the 
first quarter.

Tift County, however, scratched its 
way back into the game. Tift made it 
14-6 on a 36-yard pass from Henderson 
to Johnson that the receiver snatched 
out of thin air over the middle and then 
found the end zone. Kicker Russ Davis, 
however, missed the extra point. A big 
play? Give Tift that one point back and 
they wouldn’t have had to go for two at 
the end of the game.

But Davis came through when the 
chips were down and in the closing 

“minutes of the first half booted a 
46-yard field goal to make it 14-9.

Valdosta received the second-half 
kickoff. On the second play of the half, 
Roberts found a hole and went 62 yards 
for the score to make it 21-9.

In the final analysis, Valdosta had 
one more big play then Tift and made 
one less blundering error.

The Wildcats won’t know Fillmore’s 
status until Monday. It would be a blow 
the ’Cat defense if the noseguard had to 
miss a playoff game, but the play that 
sent him out of action certainly helped 
Valdosta in the short run.



—Times Staff Photo by Paul Leavy

to escape Tift 24-22
The Florida Times-Union/Jacksonville Journal, Jacksonv.ile, Sunday, November 29, 1987

Special to the Tlmes-Union/Journai
VALDOSTA — Coach Nick Hyder may

not know much right now about Carver
High School of Columbus, his Valdosta 
Wildcats’ opponent in the first round of 
the Georgia state Class 4A playoffs Friday 
night, but he definitely knows all he needs 
to about the Tift County Blue Devils.

Tift stretched Valdosta to the limit 24-22 
front of an almost-capacity crowd of 

| 12,000 Friday night in the Region 1-4A 
championship game, which history may re­
cord as the classic prep battle in South 
Georgia this decade.

The win was the 27th in a row for Val­
dosta (12-0 and top ranked by The Associ­
ated Press in Georgia and in the nation by 
the ESPN cable network and No. 2 in USA 
Today’s national poll). But the outcome 
was in doubt almost until the final horn as 
Tift (8-4) refused to roll over.

Coach Gene Brodie’s Blue Devils took 
the fight to Valdosta to the very end, scor­
ing a touchdown with eight seconds left in 
the game, only to see what might have 
been a game-tying two-point conversion 
pass batted away by a Wildcat defender.

“I thought we had a chance,” a heart-bro­
ken Brodie commented as he walked off 
the field. “But Valdosta? They are for real.”

On the horizon for Hyder’s Cats is Carver 
(8-2), the champion of Region 2-4A who 
have had two weeks off since ending their 
regular season. While Hyder doesn’t know i 
that much about this year’s Carver squad, 
he remembers the first round of the ’86 
state playoffs. The temperature was close 
to the freezing mark in Columbus last year, 
and the Wildcats found themselves in a 
scoreless deadlock at halftime before two 
blocked punts opened the door to a 28-0 
victory.

“Carver has a good football team and has 
a lot of speed,” Hyder said. “A lot of people 
have tried to make an assumption of what 
will happen, but they have some good ath­
letes and they are motivated.”

Valdosta Quarterback B.J. Mason Tries To EJude Lowndes Viking Defender

Hyder knows when a team reaches the 
region and state playoff championship lev­
els it had better be motivated. He saw that 
^^Z^ ^ Tift- which VHS had defeat­

, during the regular season.
That s as good a football team we’ve 

played since we played them last year” 
Hyder said of the Blue Devils. “And that’s 
the closest game we’ve played in a long 
time.” 6

It appeared from the onset that Valdosta 
turn ^e 8ame into a rout as the 

Wildcats, aided by a pass-interference pen­
alty, drove 42 yards in three plays on their 
first possession for a 3-yard touchdown 
run by quarterback B.J. Mason.

Later in the first period, the Wildcat de­
fense set the table as linebacker Anthony 
Williams recovered a Tift fumble at mid­
field. On the next play, junior running back 
James Roberts hit a big hole in the center 
of the line, cut to his right and streaked 
down the sideline for a 50-yard touchdown 
run. Todd Peterson’s second PAT put Val­
dosta up 14-0.

But the Tift offense kept coming as the , 
Blue Devils drove to Valdosta’s 13 before 
losing a second fumble. After forcing the 
’Cats to punt, Tift quarterback Derick Hen­
derson connected with wide receiver Jay 
Johnson on a crossing pattern and the 
165-pound receiver split the Valdosta de­
fense for a 65-yard touchdown with 2:53 to 
play in the half. Russ Davis’ PAT kick was 
blocked by linebacker Frederick Henton, a 
play which would later cost the Devils.

But Tift wasn’t through. The Blue Devil 
defense again forced a Valdosta punt. Fac­
ing fourth and 1 at the Valdosta 46 with 
only seconds to play in the first half, Tift 
was given an extra play when Valdosta was 
called for pass interference on a “Hail 
Mary” attempt. Davis drove a 47-yard field

goal through the uprights with no time on | 
the clock to cut the halftime margin to 
14-9.

Valdosta came out the second half and 
padded its lead to 21-9 on a 62-yard run 
by Roberts, who finished the night with I 
181 yards on 16 carries. But the Blue Dev­
ils retaliated when Johnson returned a 
punt 66 yards with 8:36 left to play, cut­
ting the margin to 21-16.

Tift’s defense stopped the Valdosta rush 
at the Blue Devil 38, forcing Charles Stew­
ard to punt once again. Then the game! 
changed. Tift was penalized 15 yards for a 
chop block on the punt that sent Wildcat! 
middle guard Robert Fillmore out of the 
game, and Valdosta had new life at Tift’s 
23. Peterson stretched the Cats’ lead to 
eight with a 23-yard field goal as the clock 
ticked down to 2:54.

Still, Tift wouldn’t quit. The Blue Devils i 
drove 49 yards to the VHS 19 before Hen­
derson was sacked for an 11-yard loss by 
defensive end Coleman Rudolph. On 
fourth and 21, Henderson tried to hit 
Johnson at the VHS 8. The flags flew 
through the air ... pass interference 
against Valdosta defensive back Keith 
Henry with 55 seconds to play.

On third and 2 at the Valdosta 7, the

Wildcat defense sacked Henderson again, 
but there were more flags. The ’Cats were 
offsides, giving Tift a first down at the 4. A 
power sweep moved the ball to the 2, and 
with 11 seconds left to play, Johnson beat 
Henry in the left corner of the end zone 
for the reception from Henderson, pulling 
Tift to within two.

The Blue Devils moved the ball to the 
right hashmark for the PAT and Hender­
son threw left to Johnson one more time 
on a slant pass. This time, Henry was there 
to break up the attempt and give Valdosta 
the region championship.

“The play that mattered, the kid came up 
and made the play,” Valdosta defensive co­
ordinator Jack Rudolph said. “This was a 
great team effort. I can’t say one person 
did better than another. I don’t know when 
we’ve had a closer game, but somehow we 
got through the mistakes and the crucial 
plays.”

As for Carver, Rudolph said, “We’ll start 
working on them Saturday.”
Tift 
Valdosta

0 9 0 1^-22

V—Mason 3 run (Peterson kick)
V—Roberts 50 run (Peterson kick)
T—Johnson 35 pass from Henderson (kick blocked)
T—Davis 47 FG goal
V—Roberts 62 run (Peterson kick)
T—Johnson 66 punt return Davis kick)
V—Peterson 23 FG
T—Johnson 2 pass from Henderson (pass failed)



V1IS Wrestling Starts Tomorrow
The Valdosta Wildcat wrestling team

will begin its 1987-1988 season 7 p.m. 
Wednesday by hosting Tift County in 
the VHS gym.

Coached by Jim Landrum, Valdosta 
will be hoping to rebound from an 8-7 
season last year.
Gymnast Qualify
The Valdosta YMCA Gymnastics 

Team traveled to the South Sectional 
gymnastics competition in Atlanta. 
Four girls qualified for the State 
Gymnastics Tournament to be held in 
Febuary.

The members qualifying for state 
competition are Amy Murph, Missy 
Fisher, Stephanie Everett, and Amy 
Stephenson.

Scores in each individual area were 
as follows: Murph- Vault (8.45), Bars 
(7.40), Beam (6.80), Floor (8.20), 
All-Around (30.85). Fisher- Vault 
(7.35), Bars (7.00), Beam (7.00), Floor 
(6.70), All-Around (29.00). Everett- 
Vault (7.60), Bars (8.85) 1st Place, 
Beam (7.85) 2nd Place, Floor (8.10), 
All-Around (32.40) 2nd Place. 
Stephenson- Vault (7.00), Bars (5.75), 
Beam (6.10), Floor (8.55) 2nd Place, 
All-Around (27.00).

Wildcats
Pin Devils

“I’m happy for our kids to win the first one, but the work 
has just begun,” said Landrum. “Most of our kids are still 
very rusty and it showed. The intensity and tough effort 
shown by our kids pleased me the most. ”

After the first ten matches, Valdosta had an insurmoun­
table lead at 44-8.

Starting with the 125-pound class, Valdosta won five 
matches in succession building a 40-4 advantage over Tift. 
Valdosta’s Justin Bridges started the onslaught by pinning 
Tift’s Michael Barron and Brian Mueller finished up 
duplicating that feat by pinning Tift’s Chad Alexander 
before Valdosta lost only its second of three matches on the 
evening.

Valdosta closed out an almost perfect evening. Ashley 
Moorman and Shaun Eilders closed out the match by 
pinning their opponents.
’ “We have a lot to learn overall, but the victory is big 
because of the confidence factor,” said Landrum. “The kids 
did a super job, and that’s all you can ask. ”

103 pounds — Gonis (V) pinned Pridgen; 112 — Peterman (V) pinned Troupe; 119 
— Taylor (T) dec. Fann; 125 — Bridges (V) pinned Barron; 130 — Finland (V) pinned 
Bacot; 135 - McLeod (V) dec. Sears; 140 - Smith (V) dec. Wilson; 145 - Mueller (V) 
pinned Alexander; 152 — Daniels (T) dec. Mitchell; 160 — R. Moorman (V) dec. Gibbs; 
171 — Goodwin (T) pinned Everitte; 189 — A. Moorman (V) pinned Henley ; HWT — 
Eilders (V) pinned Calhoun.

By STAN GRUBB
Times Sports Writer_____________________________________

The Valdosta Wildcat wrestling team posted a victory in 
the opener of the 1987-1988 campain by disposing of the Titt 
County Blue Devils 56-14 last night at Valdosta High School.

The ’Cats won 10 of a possible 13 matches on the evening 
as they cruised past the Blue Devils.

From the outset Valdosta wasted no time, winning tour oi 
the first five matches all by pins to giving the ’Cats an 18-4 
lead after just 10 minutes into the contest.

Valdosta’s Nick Gonis got things going earlv as. he pinned 
Shane Pridgen in the later part of the second period. Steve 
Peterman followed suit by pinning Rodney Troupe, giving 
Valdosta an early 12-0 lead. , T. T

According to Valdosta head coach Jim Landrum, the 
victory was impressive, but his team has a long way to go.
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By STAN GRUBB a i^
Times Sports Writer V _______

In the sport of football, no one facet 
of the game is any more important 
than the kicking game. This is often an 
area where the outcome of th&game is 
usually decided. And at Valdosta, the 
kicking game has been impressive all 
season long. .

Behind the placekicking of senior 
Todd Peterson and the punting of 
senior Charles Steward, the Wildcat 
kicking game has been a major factor 
in the success the ’Cats have enjoyed 
thus far. .

Peterson is presently second in total 
points scored among region players 
with 77 points, while Steward has been 
booming punts at a 36.9 yard average.

Peterson possesses long range accu­
racy, not that common for a high 
school kicker and Steward has allowed 
the Valdosta defense valuable yardage 
on each of his punts.

Never on one Valdosta squad has 
there been two more productive 
players at each of the two kicking 
positions than Peterson and Steward.

According to Wildcat kicking in-

TODD PETERSON

structors coach Bob Bolton and Mike 
O’Brien, this may be the best tandem 
of specialty player^ ever comprised on 
the same Valdosta squad in some time.

“With the kicking game proving to 
be an area in which many games are 
won and lost, we have been very 
fortunate to own two of the best in the 
area,” said O’Brien. “Both Peterson 
and Steward have opened up new 
avenues for our team. But by the same 
token, each player knows that is 
always a team effort especially in the 
kicking game.”

“Without a doubt, Peterson and 
Steward are two of the best in the 
kicking game than I’ve ever seen at 
Valdosta,” said Bolton. “It has been 
such an added boost to the confidence 
level of this team to have two of the

best specialty players in the south on 
the same team.”

Bolton added, “Although the kicking 
game is one of the main areas of the 
team, there are many facets that enter
into each area.”

That particular sentiment was 
echoed by Peterson.

“For me, the kicking game has three 
facets kickoff, field goal, and extra­
point try,” said Peterson. “Each are 
equally important and require the 
same amount of effort. ’ ’

According to Peterson, having the 
right frame of mind is a major key to a 
kicker’s success or failure.

“Kicking involves an intense thought 
process. Once I enter the field, I like to 
picture myself kicking the ball through 
the uprights,” said Peterson. “A 
mental picture is so important for your 
confidence and it sometimes relaxes 
you in a pressure situation. ”

For punter Charles Steward, much 
acclaim has come due to his prowess at 
tight end, but Steward has proven 
himself to be a step ahead of the rest in 
the punting category in Region 1- 
AAAA.

“Punting is simply another area in 
which I take great pride in perform­
ing,” said Steward. “The punting game 
is a very critical aspect of football. 
Because field position plays such a 
pivotal role in the possible outcome of 
the game, every punt is important to 
your squad.”

Both Peterson and Steward were 
quick to point out, however, the 
important roles in which their team­
mates play in their success.

“Regardless of the situation, it takes 
ten other guys to see the job gets done. 
In the kicking game everyone plays an 
enormous role,” Peterson said. “It 
takes perfect line blocking, of which I 
have been blessed with all year long, 
plus a perfect snap from center and a 
proper hold. My job is simply set up by 
my teammates, I just try to finish what 
they have started in hopes that I’m 
successful.”

Steward could not agree more.
“Perfect execution on my team­

mates behalf makes my job very 
simple. Without the good punt blocking 
I have had, I would not have posted the 
marks I now enjoy,” Steward said. 
“Each and every time I hope I can 
fullfill my end of the bargain, because 
my teammates have surely lived up to 
theirs all season long.”

According to Bolton and 0 Brien, the 
’Cats have always taken pride in the 
area of the kicking game.

“The kicking game deserves a lot of 
attention,” said Bolton. “We practice 
each area every day. A lot of determi­
nation goes into the kicking game, so 
we try to provide a game type of 
situation for each.”

O’Brien added, “Coverage on each 
area of the kicking game is as 
important as the blocking and place­
ments that enter into each.”

Peterson and Steward also admit 
that they too have certain activities 
that they go through before kicking.

“Once the team is in my range, I 
alienate myself to one side of the 
sideline and began kicking into the net 
provided. And that is simply when my 
basic thought process begins,” said 
Peterson. “And as I stated before, once 
I take the field, I picture making the 
kick.”

Because of Steward’s position at 
tight end, he follows a different mental 
(reparation.

“Simply trying to put myself in the 
right frame of mind for the kick is first 
and foremost. Then executing the punt 
to perfection is the final step,” said 
Steward.

For Peterson, the success at Valdos­
ta follows a not so glamorous past at 
Valwood where Peterson was a 
member of the soccer team and

VHS Kicking 
Game Impressive

• On Dec
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placekicker for the Valiants.
But according to Peterson, he doesn’t 

regret the change, nor does he think 
any less of the Valwood program.

“It was simply a personal move, 
nothing else,” said Peterson.
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CarZZZE G^^U Of VM>~ inning Boob Jane. Bober,. In Friday ^- Game

—Times Staff Photo by Paul Leavy

Interact Club Plans Season Projects
By Leslie Hiers Vt)fr

The Interact Club of Valdosta High is
busy planning many service projects 
for this December. At a meeting on 
November 19, Janice Baker of the 
Lowndes Service Center spoke to club 
members about contributing time and 
friendship to the clients in the Center.

Other community projects that 
members will participate in include 
working for the Salvation Army 
Christmas store and adopting 
grandparents at local nursing homes. 
Interact also pledged $455 to provide 
meals for a person for a year in the 
Break Bread program.

Community Projects Chairman 
Kathy Farley said, “We’re happy to be 
able to make a difference in our 
community.”

Deania Denmark and her School 
Projects Committee are continuing 
support for the Arrive Alive program 
and decided to pledge $150 to the 
Special Olympics Fund. Interact is also 
sponsoring a little girl in Colombia, 
South America.

Spirit Chain
Bv Charlotte Edwards

'in celebration of Winnersville Week, 
the Valdosta High Chapter of Future

VHS News
Compiled, Written By VHS Students

Homemakers of America challenged 
the classes, clubs and faculty to raise 
$1000 for Special Olympics.

Links to a spirit chain were sold at 
10« each with each class competing for 
the longest chain. The longest chain 
was made by the Freshman class, and 
a plaque was presented by the FHA to 
the winning class at the Valdosta- 
Lowndes Pep Rally Friday.

Freda Lewis, FHA President, and 
Tamula Berrian, Spirit Chain Project 
Chairperson, presented $1400 in dona­

tions and pledges to Sandy Bonner, 
Area 15 Special Olympics Advisory 
Committee Chairperson and Faith 
Cooper, Special Olympics Valdosta 
High School Coordinator.

The money raised will be used 
specifically for the Valdosta High 
Chapter of Special Olympics.

Tamula Berrian commented, “the 
, tremendous response of donations real­
ly shows our “Wildcat Spirit’ for a 
worthy cause. FHA wishes to thank 
everyone who participated with dona­
tions and helped to make the Spirit 
Chain.”

Science Competition
By Melissa Quintero

Valdosta High School’s Science Club 
attended their first competition of the 
new school year on Nov. 21. Georgia 
Southwestern held the competition.

The Competition consisted of a 95 
question exam on all areas of science. 
This test lasted 90 minutes and was 
followed by two seminars of the 
student’s choice.

Students attending the competition 
were from schools around the state. 
Science Club members, Toby Baskin 
Melissa Quintero, Greg Leong, and 
John Peeples, represented Valdosta 
High School.



5-SI'S £3 
”=^ 2

C« 3 fa ® ^6 o^^ 2?^

® «

o <D
-* ®

cd to

to 2
9

D 00 
D 
£

0)

S®M|$

8 c 2 2 &c 
.9 g c £ 2 E

55 c 22 s 
£ OJD CD ~

cd

fa CD

a

5

OS

CA
E.S-8Q

"^ T/J *^ ® c° fG G CA CA Q

□ « "’Ei

st

c

CA ‘—' *"* G
eO g H'g'g'S'g
CD Ou.E S £ >>G fa G fe

<72 CX

O'S O G <D 
2? « E

2 OC “ ^ "5
2 oS S^
CA fa _ £ _

8^^m O

hH
«

*■8-5

TO
’Cats Beat CHS
Bv MIKE WHITE s/LTT 72^^ ' range three times in the first quarter to 
— - v pull Valdosta within one as the quarter

ended, 19-18.TimesCorrespondent

G G c K^fel 

£ $ d^G

2 3 to

“O 
i<3-8

1^1
-^ 3 G -S

5S^=^1
eOssK£ 5"

£1

^F|s

G CA 5

>z2 >

sj 
5 ^
£ TO
3^

£ ©
©

The Trojans’ Desmond Murphy 
came alive in the second quarter as he 
poured in 14 points and gave Coffee a 
5-point lead going into the lockerrooms 
at the half, 39-34.

Lonnie Phillips lead all rebounders 
with 9 and King collected 7, all in the 
second half.

The Lady Wildcats weren’t as lucky 
on the evening as their rally attempt 
fell one point short as they lost, 52-51.

The Lady Trojans took an early 8-1 
lead but Valerie Plummer and 
Cassandra Twine began pounding it in 
from the lane and brought Valdosta 
back to take a 2-point lead at the end of 
the first quarter 14-12.

The Lady Trojans began pressing the 
Lady Cat’s and they caused a number 
of turnovers in the third quarter and 
Coffee took a 43-28 third quarter lead.

Valdosta began a full court press of 
its own in the fourth quarter. The 
press, when finally put into use, 
brought the Lady ’Cats to within 4 
before Valerie Plummer hit on a 
3-pointer \s the final buzzer sounded to 
give Coffee a 52-51 win.

“We only have two seniors on the 
team and only one, Plummer, starts,” 
said Valdosta head coach Susan 
Montgomery.

“When Alice Creque, a sophomore, 
and Ashley Schleusher, a freshman, 
get a little more playing time we will 
improve as a ball team. ”

(Boys)
Coffee (70) — Murphy 31, Jones 9, Bailey 8, Bussey 6, 

Edmonson 6, Huff 4, Mitchell 2, Bidwell 2.
Valdosta (76) — Manning 19, Phillips 17, Campbell 13, 

King 13, Williams7, Sullins5, Iverson 2.

The Valdosta Wildcats overcame a 
5-point halftime deficit thanks to a 
pressure defense and some key re­
bounds by Brad Sullins and Jason King 
to defeat Coffee County 76-70 here 
Saturday night.

The Wildcats came out in the second 
half playing a superb full court press 
as Sullins picked off 4 passes and 
dished off to King who converted the 
turnovers into baskets and the ’Cats 
turned loose 8 unanswered points and 
took a 3-point lead, 42-39.

After a Trojan time out Sellars and 
King went to work again adding six 
more points on turnovers and giving 
Valdosta a 9-point lead.

When the Trojans finally began 
breaking the press they looked for their 
big man underneath but Charles Ed­
monds fouled out of the game with 5 
minutes to go in the third quarter and 
they had to look elsewhere for produc­
tion.

Desmond Murphy, who was hot in 
the first quarter, came alive and hit 
ten points in the third quarter which 
included a 3-pointer at the buzzer 
ending the third quarter to pull the 
Trojans to within 7.

But Valdosta kept the full court 
pressure on in the fourth quarter and 
the Trojans began passing long to 
break it.

Murphy added 10 more points in the 
fourth quarter to pull the Trojans to 
wilthin 3 but the ’Cat defense tightened 
up and pulled away in the last minute 
of the game.

Coffee jumped out to an early lead as 
their 6-foot-6 center Edmonds closed 
off the lane and blocked shots at will 
from the bottom of the lane.

The ’Cat’s managed to scratch their 
way back toward the end of the quarter 
as Edmonds had to sit down due to 
early foul trouble. James Manning lit 
up the scoreboard from the 3-point
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Next Game — Colquitt at Valdosta, Tuesday.

(Girls)
Coffee (52) — Paulk 23, Carter 10, McFadden 6, 

Merriweather 6, Braswell 2, Chauncy 2, McClelland 2, 
Paulk 1.

Valdosta (51) — Plummer 18,Creque 9, Twine 9, 
Schleusher7, Phillips6, Dennis2.
Coffee....................................
Valdosta...............................

Records-Valdosta 2 1.

.12 11 20 9 -52 
14 7 7 23 -51

’Cats Win
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65-62
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - Valdosta 

High fought back from a 14-point 
deficit in the first half and went to edge 
Wakulla High School 65-62 in the 
quarterfinals of the Rickards High 
Christmas Tournament here Thursday 
night.

Wakulla was undefeated at 4-0 com­
ing into the game.

The ’Cats now advance to the 
semifinal round where they will take 
on Florida A&M High School tonight at 
7:00.

Carlo Butler scored 18 points to lead 
Valdosta as all players on the ’Cat 
roster scored. Gary Campbell added 17 
for Valdosta who moves to 3-2 on the 
season.

Wakulla (62) — Jackson 18, Greene 6, Farmer 14, Gay 
4, Nelson8, Lawahom 11.

Valdosta (65) — Jo. Iverson 2, Manning 5, Campell 17, 
King 8, Phillips 5, Sullins 2, Sp. Iverson 3, Butler 18, 
Williams5. 4

Wakulla.....................................................21 14 14 13-62
Valdosta....................................................14 15 17 19-65
Record —3-2
Next Game — Today vs Fla A&M 7:00
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CASTELOES FAMILY
Edward Casteloes Sr. is an industrial 

foods representative and his wife, ' 
Susan, is a substitute teacher for the

Valdosta city schools. Ed Jr. is a junior 
at Valdosta High School and Stephen is 
a sixth grader at West Gordon Elemen­
tary School.

“The Casteloes family clearly re­
flects a true American family, devoted 
to supporting each other’s activites, 
excelling in ordinary things such as 
4-H, promoting individual growth, and 
giving of themselves to their communi­
ty,” said a friend, Patricia M. Hit­
chcock of Route 4.

“Teamwork is emphasized whether 
it be in support of athletics, projects 
and presentations, or daying Easter 
eggs for a fledgling Community Soup 
Kitchen.

“Ed Sr. is an enthusiastic supporter 
of his sons’ activities. A victim of 
cancer of the larnyx and functioning 
with an artifical voice, he uses a 
tongue-clicking noise followed by hand 
gestures to ‘coach’ soccer and 
baseball. Even though his job requires 
extensive travel, he keeps in touch with 
Susan and the boys each evening by 
phone.”

He is a member of St. Junn the 
Evangelist Catholic Church and 
Knights of Columbus.

An elder in First Presbyterian 
Church, Mrs. Casteloes has for several 
years headed up the service commit­
tee, said the Rev. Dr. Dwyn M. 
Mounger, senior pastor.

“She has personally spearheaded 
efforts that resulted in the formation of 
the Community Soup Kitchen of Val- 

z dosta, for which she is an active 
volunteer; LAMP (the Lowndes 
Associated Ministries to People), upon 
which board she sits; the Unity Food 
Bank, and other helping organiza­
tions,” Mounger said.

“Annually Susan accompanies 
members of her committee and myself 
to the Lowndes County Correctional 
Institute, where we hold a Christmas 
party and service of worship for the 
inmates. Each Good Friday evening, 
she returns with us, as we lead a 
Communion service for the prisoners.”

Stunned when son Ed Jr. was injured 
in an accident invovling an intoxicated 
teen-ager, Mrs. Casteloes plans to 
bring to the Lowndes County Grand 
Jury in the very near future, the 
problem of abuse by and sale of alcohol 
to minors, Mrs. Hitchcock said.

—Times Staff Photo by Paul Leavy

Edward Casteloes Family Decorates Tree For Christmas

Mission Project Begins
By Kathy Farley

This month the Foreign Language 
Club began PROJECT HAITI, an effort
to provide for the Medical Missions 
team based in Valdosta. Boxes have 
been placed throughout the Foreign 
Language Department for students’ 
contributions and will remain in place 
until December 18.

Important items--soap and 
clothing--are foremost in need and

have been requested in morning an­
nouncements by FLC President, 
Brooke Price.

“The club and I think that it is 
worthwhile project to help a neighbor­
ing country that is suffering so much,” 
said FLC sponsor, Patty Smitherman. 
“We know this aid goes directly to 
Haiti because the Medical Mission 
team takes the items with them.”

FLC members recently visited 
Heritage House nursing home where 
they hung decorative signs on the doors 
of the residents.

The signs, made by club members, 
each had pictures drawn on them as 
well as the resident’s name and doctor. 
Penny Little, Cristi Lowe, Jane 
Edwards and Mrs. Smitherman hung 
these signs and also took time to talk 
with the elderly.

Regarding the visit, Penny Little 
said that she was “glad that FLC was 
participating in the nursing home 
project. Elderly people need someone 
to talk to when they feel lonely and 
FLC’s members tried to be good 
company.”





Valdosta Native Gets Persian Gulf
By AMY SWANN 
Times Staff Writer

'sweepers from Charleston to the Gulf,” 
said the20-year-old McGill.

Leo McGill wanted to see the world 
when he graduated from Valdosta High 
School in 1984.

years later he
But he never expected that three

would be in the 
middle of the 
Persian Gulf as 
a member of 
the United 
States Navy on 
a ship carrying 
mine sweepers 
to one of the 
most politically 
tense areas in 
the world.

It’s all in a 
day’s work for 
Petty Officer 
3rd Class
McGill who is one of the hundreds of 
Navy seamen assigned to the U.S.S. 
Raleigh.

“We went over there (to the Persian 
Gulf) in early September. Basically we 
aided and escorted other ships through. 
We transported some hostages through 
the Gulf, and we transported mine

Home for a short leave, McGill 
admits there were a few times he
wasn t sure he would make it to his 
home again.

“At first, I thought it was stupid for 
our ship to be there. Then all of a 
sudden everything started happening,” 
he said.

He had his doubts particularly one 
night during the Raleigh’s first trip 
through the Gulf.

“They came on the intercom and said 
Iranians were manning their missies. I 
was terrified.”

Another night, several Sea Bats — 
small planes which are engaged only at 
night — took off from the Raleigh.

“We had to send them out because 
gunboats were headed toward Farsi 
Island where we had a barge for the 
mind sweepers. We could see the Sea 
Bats firing at them,” he said.

Strangest to McGill and his buddies 
was the fact that the Raleigh was 
scheduled to go the yards in Norfolk for 
repair work, not the Gulf.

“We had just got back in February 
from a seven-month deployment. We 
came in and trained and then went to 
Boston for July 4th and more training.

We were going back to the yards and 
that’s when we got the message from 
Washington to go to the Gulf,” said 
McGill.

“We didn’t want to go,” he laughed.
His fiancee, at home in Valdosta, 

wasn’t thrilled with the prospect either.
“She was scared,” he said.
She wrote him letters telling him she 

had heard a lot about the Raliegh on the 
news.

“She would always tell me how 
frightened she was,” he said.

But McGill has no regrets when it 
comes to his decision to join the Navy.

“I did want to see the world. I figured 
I could go more places in the Navy and 
I have,” he said.

His travels have taken him to 
countries far from Valdosta, including 
Spain, France, Italy, Norway and 
Jamaica.

The Navy has also taken him to new 
horizons as a person.

“I used to be sort of shy and timid, 
but the Navy helped me grow out of it,” 
he said.

And the Navy has given him an 
opportunity to continue following his 
interest in accounting, since McGill 
works in the records department on the 
ship.

“I always liked accounting when I

was in high school. I may go to college 
and study accounting,” he said.

McGill enjoyed his trip home, but was 
disappointed to see what had happened 
to many of the people he knew.

“I saw a lot of students at school who 
were drugged out. It was really sad,” 
he said.

Surprise
“You know the best thing for them 

would be to join the service,” added 
McGill.

Although McGill has been in life 
threatening situations, he doesn’t regret 
his decision to join up.

After all, he is getting to see the 
world.

She MWta IM® l«l SpOTtS
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VHS Drops Two
By MIKE COLOMBO
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta Wildcat head coach John 
Miller saw a 3-point halftime deficit 
blossom into a 20-point defeat here 
Tuesday night against the Colquitt 
County Packers.

The Wildcats led 14-12 after the first 
quarter and trailed just 27-24 at the 
intermission. But the third quarter 
spelled doom for the Wildcats as they 
were outscored 19-8 and 17-11 in the 
final quarter as the Region 1-AAAA 
contest ended 63-43.

“We’re young so we’re going to be up 
and down,” said Miller. “We played 
well Saturday night but just looked flat 
tonight. We did not do a good job on 
offense and we did not get the ball 
inside. I honestly think we’re capable 
of doing that against almost anybody.”

(Boys)
Colquitt County (63) — Sumner 11, Mansfield 9, 

Jackson 8, Stokes 9. Roberts 6, Stevens 5, Henry 4, Boyd 3, 
Troupe 2, Martin 2, Grose 2, Williams 2.

Valdosta (43) — Manning 10, Williams 9, King 8, 
Philllips6, Campbell6, J. Iverson 2, S. Iverson 2.
Colquitt County........................................... 12 15 19 17 — 63
Valdosta........................................................14 10 8 11—42

Records —Colquitt County 4-1,1-1; Valdosta 2 2,0-1.
Next Game — Thomasville at Valdosta, Friday.

(Giris)
Colquitt County (54) — P. Hill 20, Poole 11, Williams 

10, Freeman 9, Henry 2, M. Hill 2.
Valdosta (29) — Phillips 8, Twine 7, Plummer 6, 

Schleusner 4, Creque 2, Dennis 2.
Colquitt County............................................ 6 18 14 16 — 54
Valdosta........................................................ 2 7 10 10-29

Records —Colquitt County 2 2,11; Valdosta 1 3; 0 1.

In the girls’ game, the Lady Wildcats 
hit only two field goals in the first two 
stanzas and fell 54-29 to the Lady 
Packers.

In the boys’ game, Valdosta didn’t 
get its first basket of the third quarter 
until 5:42 left when Gary Campbell 
sank an underhanded layup to cut

Colquitt’s lead to five, 31-26, but that’s 
as close as Valdosta would come to 
knotting the game.

Colquitt scored seven consecutive 
points to end the third quarter, taking a 
46-32 lead into the final quarter. But 
unfortunately for Valdosta, the fourth 
period was only more of the same.

James Manning paced Valdosta with 
10 points, including two 3-pointers. 
Vincent Williams followed with 9, 
Jason King 8, and Lonnie Phillips and 
Gary Campbell both had 6.

Twelve Packers managed to score on 
the evening, led by Jim Sumner with 

/ n-
Both of Manning’s 3-pointers came in 

the first quarter and Phillips scored 
four of his six points in the first quarter 
to enable Valdosta to take a 14-12 lead.

The Lady Wildcats, meanwhile, 
never got on track. Valdosta was 
2-of-34 in the first half and trailed 24-9 
at the half.

The only bright spot for the Lady 
’Cats was Swandolyn Phillips, who 
pulled down 8 first-half rebounds and 
finished with eight points.

Valdosta was in the position to make 
some easy baskets but they just rolled 
off the rim.

“I told them at the half to look at 
where we were shooting from,” said 
Valdosta Lady ’Cat head coach Susan 
Montgomery. “Almost all our shots 
were in the lane. We just couldn’t get it 
to go in.

“Phillips does a good job for on the 
boards but we need to get other people 
in there to contribute. We couldn’t get 
her going on offense. ”

Cassandra Twine followed Phillips 
with 7 points and Valerie Plummer 
added six. Pheadra Hill had 20 for 
Colquitt.
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VHS Wrestters Split
By MIKE COLOMBO 
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta’s Steve Smith was good 
enough for a tie but that wasn’t good 
enough to give Valdosta a sweep of 
Berkmar and Tallahassee’s Lincoln 
High here Saturday afternoon.

The Wildcats blew away Lincoln 
41-29, but fell to Berkmar 30-27 in the 
second match. At 189 pounds, Smith 
and Berkmar’s Mike Laterza 
wrestled to an 8-8 deadlock with 
Valdosta trailing 28-19. Valdosta’s 
Shaun Elders won by forfeit in the 
heavyweight division to account for 
the final score.

Both Cook High and Lowndes also 
wrestled Berkmar and Lincoln, with 
the Cook Hornets sweeping and the 
Vikings getting swept.

“We gave up pins and 119 and 125 
and you just can’t afford that in a 
match like this one,” said Valdosta 
head coach James Landrum after the 
meet. “I thought Smith did a good 
job. He wrestled hard. He just hasn’t 
been at it that long. Ashley Moorman 
also wrestled well in both matches. ”

Valdosta is now 2-1 and will travel 
to Adel on Wednesday to take on 
Cook, who went to 11-0 with the two 
victories Saturday. Lowndes is even 
at 2*2.

Cook got a big win from John 
Brooks at 171 and took advantage of a 
forfeit at heavyweight to beat 
Berkmar 35-25. Cook disposed of 
Lincoln with little trouble, 48-24.

The match against Cook was

Berkmar’s first duel meet this year, 
and it showed as several Patriots 
sputtered in the third period.

“I think conditioning was a factor,” 
said Cook head coach Barry Davis. 
“They looked like they ran out of gas 
which was good for us. We put a lot of 
emphasis on conditioning. Brooks did 
an excellent job for us. We needed his 
match to secure the win and he came 
through for us. Scott Morris wrestled 
a tough kid and that was one of those 
matches where conditioning played a 
part.”

Lowndes fell to Berkmar 60-12, 
getting six points on a forfeit and 
another six on a pin by Billy Swords 
at 152. Lincoln stopped Lowndes 
53-10. The Vikings’ 10 came on a 
forfeit and an 11-3 win by Jimmy 
Hiers.

Jason Finland (130) and Jeff 
McLeod (135) were the only two 
Wildcats to win both their individual 
matches. Other claiming victories for 
Valdosta were Nick Gonis (103), 
Steve Peterman (112), Ashley Fann 
(112), Justin Bridges (125), Shawn 
Smith (140), Brian Mueller (145), 
Maurice Dean (152), Ryan Moorman 
(160), Ashley Moorman (171), and 
Shaun Eilders (Hwt.)

The Hornets from Adel had five 
wrestlers win two matches: Andrell 
Durden (112), Marese Wright (119), 
Jason Bryan (130), Scott Morris 
(140), and Spencer O’Quinn (145).

Winning once for Cook were Brad 
Caldwell (152), Brooks, Eric Postell 
(Hwt), Daryl Wright (125), Slade 
Ensley (135), and Earl Joiner (160). Mark Bennett (Bottom/ Is Pinned By VHS’s Ashley Fann

Wildcats Will Have
Their Hands Fuff

Cook versus Valdosta doesn’t sound
like much of a rivalry, but the two 
schools have found that on the wrestl­
ing mat Class AA or Class AAAA 
matters little.

When the two meet tonight, Jim 
Landrum’s VHS Wildcats will head in 
as the underdog against a talented and 
experienced Cook team.

This season, Cook has amassed an 
11-0 duel meet record and won its own 
tournament before Christmas. Those 
matches all spell trouble for Valdosta.

The Wildcats have wrestled in only 3 
duel matches and one tournament, and 
it’s been difficult for Landrum to 
assess just where his team is. He does 
know that his team could use more 
experience.

Valdosta will start Steve Peterman 
at 103 if he makes weight, Ashley Fann 
or Carlos Moore at 112. The 119 class 
will be filled by Truett Wakefield, 
followed by 125 Justin Bridges, 130 
Jason Finland, 135 Jeff McLeod, 140 
Shawn Smith, 145 Brian Mueller, 152 
Maurice Dean, 160 Ryan Moorman, 171 
Ashley Moorman, 189 Steve Smith, and 
heavyweight Shaun Eilders.

Cook will counter with Darin Cowart 
at 103, 112 Andrell Durden, 119 Marese 
Wright, 125 Daryl Wright or Allan 
O’Quinn, 130 Jason Bryan, 135 Slade 
Ensley, 140 Scott Morris, 145 Spencer 
O’Quinn, 152 Brad Caldwell, 160 Earl 
Joiner, 171 John Brooks, 189 Hank 
Pitts, and heavyweight Eric Postell.

“We’re looking forward to it,” said 
Landrum. “In years past, the Cook- 
Valdosta matches have always been 
hard fought. At this time, we feel like 
Cook has one of the best teams in the 
state. They were third or fourth in 
state last year and I think they’re as 
good or better now. ’’

Mike 
Colombo 

Times Sports Editor

One thing Landrum hopes to avoid is 
the pin, and thinks pins could play a 
crucial role in the outcome of the 
match.

“We were about eight points away 
from them last year. There are one or 
two ways of looking at it. A lot of it will 
depend on if Peterman can make 
weight or not at 103. We also can’t get 
pinned. I can guarantee you that 
whoever gets pinned the most is going 
to lose.”
112, giving Nick Gonis a spot at iw. 
Gonis will be the odd man out if 
Peterman is able to go back down.

Landrum predicted that a crucial 
match will be at 119 where Wakefield 
must take on Cook’s Marese Wright, a 
returning state champion.

“We could really get hurt there,” 
said Landrum. “Wright’s pinned 
everyone he’s wrestled and I’m not 
certain we can prevent that. ’ ’

Wright has given Landrum fits for 
year now, and Landrum will be glad to 
see the youngster graduate.

“He’s a tough kid, there’s no doubt 
about it. He’s done such a job for them 
that it seems like he has been wrestling 
over there for 10 years,” joked 
Landrum. “Maybe I should check his 
eligibility.”



Lowndes-Valdosta Clash Tops
High School Basketball Action

another. have made enough turnovers to last aBy STAN GRUBB 
Times Sports Writer

—Times Staff Photo by Bob Lupi nek

USC’s James “The Bear" McRae Tries To Put Move On Livingston Defender

Local basketball teams take to the 
court tonight beginning the stretch run 
for area titles. Heading the local hoop 
action will be a Region 1-AAAA tilt 
between cross-town rivals Lowndes 
and Valdosta at the Lowndes High 
School gymnasium with tip-off sched­
uled for 6p.m.

In other local action tonight, Cook is 
at Waycross, Berrien entertains Irwin 
County, Clinch travels to Echols 
County, Brooks is at Hamilton County, 
Ga. Christian is at Valwood, and 
Madison hosts Taylor County.

Entering what some call the second 
season, both Lowndes and Valdosta are 
simply hoping for a little consistency 
and good luck.

On the Lowndes ledger, the Vikings 
come into the game sporting a three 
game win streak, the most recent a 
championship tourney victory over 
Cook before the Christmas break, 
which has boosted their record to 5-4. 
But the Vikettes are an even 4-4 after 
having lost to Cook in the same 
tourney.

For Viking head coach Terry Wilkes 
and Vikette head coach Elinor Goode, 
it has simply been one thing after

Valdosta coaches John Miller and 
Susan Montgomery are basically look­
ing to knotch some victories and head 
in the proper direction for the re­
mainder of the season.

The Wildcats enter the contest 3-3 on 
the year. The ’Cats finished up the first 
half after being eliminated in the 
Tallahassee Invitational Tourney. 
Montgomery’s Lady ’Cats, 1-5, are 
finding the wins hard to come by in the 
’87-88 season, but all the games have 
all been decided in the second half of 
the contest. Two losses were by a total 
of five points.

“Opening up the second half of the 
season on the road is not my idea of 
starting the stretch run, but by the 
same token it should be a good 
measuring tool for our progress thus 
far,” said Miller.

“After the holidays, a game of this 
stature is simply speculation at best,” 
said Wilkes. “Only by gametime will 
we be able to tell who has dedicated 
themselves during the break. Anything 
can and will probably happen in 
tonight’s game.”

For both Montgomery and Goode, 
playing mistake free and establishing 
tempo may just hold the key for 
success in the ballgame.

“In our previous two ballgames, we

lifetime.” said Goode. “Simply keeping 
our errors to a minimum and 
establishing our style of play will be 
important as the game wears on.”

Montgomery defended her team’s 
record.

“Actually, I feel this team has not 
played as bad as the record indicates. 
A few breaks and a little luck and who 
knows,” said Montgomery. “But right 
at this moment we need to get off to a 
good start as we head towards the 
region competition. Playing well now 
can only help set a tone for the final 
games this season.”

Wilkes and Miller both expressed 
admiration for each team’s program 
and are expecting a real tight battle 
between the squads.

“Valdosta has done nothing but 
impress me. Although they are even 
for the year, they really come at you 
and attack on both areas of the court,” 
said Wilkes. “Their overall team 
quickness is a main focal point. They 
are so relentless on the defensive end 
giving the opposition a different look 
each trip. They simply make all 
baskets hard to come by. And I’m sure 
tonight’s game will be no exception. ’ ’

“This Lowndes squad may be the 
best in a long time. They come at you 
from every direction forcing their style 
of play the entire game,” said Miller. 
“With the overwhelming size and 
scoring prowess that Lowndes has, just 
stoping them will be a challenge.”

For Viking success, Wilkes knows 
full well his team must produce the 
entire game to hold down the speed of 
the’Cats. __  __ _

We must handle the ball properly 
on offense and come away with points 
when the opportunity arises,” said 
Wilkes. “Our height will mean abso­
lutely noything without good execution 
and that means scoring points. ”

Miller echoed the same sentaments, 
but with different meaning.

“Lowndes is so powerful on both 
ends that we must take the points when 
they present themselves and go from 
there,” said Miller. “Lowndes will not 
give you anything, therfore, being 
patient and taking a high percentage 
shot is crucial for success.”

One sidenote to this boys’ clash, 
Wilkes will be without the services of 
point guard senior Jamie “Malibu” 
May, due to his family’s recent move 
to Kentucky. Plus Miller will be 
without his point guard due to an ankle 
injury.

For the ladies, both coaches are well 
aware of the task that this on tap for 
tonight.

“If we play up to our potential the 
entire game, it should be a tough 
game,”, said Montgomery. “Creating 
our own momentom early could be a 
key for our team. But most of all, 
simply not allowing Lowndes to dictate 
the tempo of the contest will play a big 
role.”

“Lowndes can score points from 
anywhere on the floor, with (Carol) 
Bradley and (Laine) Scarborough. 
With that in mind, defensive success on 
our part will be pivotal,” said 
Montgomery.

“Although it will be the first serious 
test for this team since the break, just 
the uttering of Valdosta-Lowndes 
seems to take care of itself,” said 
Goode.

In the wake of a recent power outage 
at Lowndes high school yesterday, on 
top of the earlier mishap with the 
Lowndes gymnasium, Wilkes and 
Goode were asked if home court will 
mean anything. Wilkes and Goode had 
the same reply: “What home court? 
Rignt now I don’t know what home 
court is.”
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From The 
Classroom**.

Valdosta High’s
Debaters Win 1st
By Jay Connell

Two Valdosta High debaters cap­
tured the first place trophy at the 
Americus High School debate 
tournament last Saturday, Dec. 19.

Juniors Jay Connell and Kelly 
Shelton eliminated teams from 
Brunswick and Central Thomasville in 
the semi-final and final rounds to finish 
with a 4-3 record in the junior varsity 
division.

Connell also won the first place 
speaker award. Senior Cindy Supp and 
freshman Tammy Crowe finished the 
two-day competition with a 3-2 won-loss 
record and won the second place 
negative team award in the novice 
division. Miss Supp also won the fourth 
place novice speaker award.

Other students competing in the 
junior varsity division were senior 
Terry Snyder and junior Susie Grant. 
Junior Marty Diamond and sophomore 
John Casker, competing in their first 
tournament, finished with a 3-2 record 
in the novice division.

Senior Barry Golivesky and former 
VHS debater Matt Winters served as 
judges at the tournament.

Valdosta won decisions over teams 
from Brunswick, Central of Thom­
asville, Lee, Macon County, McIntosh 
Southwest Macon, Thomasville and 
Warner Robins high schools.

The national high school debate topic 
for 1987-88 is “Resolved that the United 
States government should adopt a 
policy to increase political stability in 
Latin America.”

The Debate Club will host an invita­
tional debate tournament on January 
16,1988.

Debates Held
At High School
By Jay Connell____________________

Valdosta High School’s Debate Club 
will sponsor the Second Annual Valdos­
ta Debates at Valdosta Junior High 
School next Saturday.

Schools from Albany, Columbus, 
Savannah, Thomasville, Tifton and 
several other areas have entered the 
meet.

Registration begins at 8 a.m. in the 
Junior High lobby. Four rounds of 
debate will begin at 9:30 that day in 
two divisions, open and novice com­
petition.

The open division will use a two- 
person team format and debaters will 
have eight minutes for constructive 
arguments, three minutes for cross­
examination, and four minutes for 
rebuttals.

After debating two rounds on the 
affirmative side of an issue and two 
rounds on the negative side, the top 
tour teams will compete in a semi-final 
round. The winning teams will advance

VHS News
Compiled, Written By VHS Students

to the final round Saturday night.
The novice division is limited to 

debaters with less than twenty rounds 
of experience. Participants in this 
division will use a four-person format 
with the same time frames as in the 
open division.

The topic for debate in both divisions 
is the national high school debate topic 
for 1987-88, “Resolved: That the United 
States govenment should adopt a policy 
to increase political stability in Latin 
America.” Numerous awards will be 
given for teams and individual win­
ners.

“We plan to provide competition to 
give local schools a good opportunity to 
prepare for regional debates later this 
month, and encourage debate at the 
high school level in South Georgia,” 
said Frank Hjort, VHS Director of 
Debate. “We hope to make this a 
yearly contest that draws the best 
debaters in the state.”

Last year over twenty schools en­
tered the Valdosta Debates. Money 
raised from entry fees will be used to 
pay travel and tournament expenses 
for the VHS Debate Club.

Interact Has
Busy Christmas
By Leslie Hiers

The Interact Club participated in 
many service projects during the 
Christmas season.

Members distributed food and toys 
for the Salvation Army, worked for the 
American Cancer Society’s Tour of 
Homes, distributed Arrive Alive flyers 
at area supermarkets, and served 
refreshments at the Lowndes Service 
Center party.

According to Emily Broome, “It was 
very rewarding to see the happiness on 
both the faces of the workers on this 
project before and intend to work on it 
again next year.”

In addition to these services, the club 
members continue to visit their 
adopted grandparents and are plann­
ing many new activities for 1988.
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Ex-Valdosta runner Anderson now sits still in jail
By Susan Howard 

Staff Writer

Tony Anderson, once the most sought-after high school run- on property theft and obstruction-of-officer charges; he also 
ning back in the state, is currently serving a 42-day sentence faces a revocation-of-probation hearing on Wednesday.

VALDOSTA, Ga. — Tony Anderson 
was holding back tears. He knew that on a 
recent Saturday he should have been tak­
ing handoffs in some college football 
game rather than watching one involving 
the Georgia Bulldogs on television.

“I was sitting there looking at (corner­
back) Ben Smith and (flanker) Nate Lew­
is,” Anderson, a former blue-chip prospect 
from Valdosta High School, recalled of the 
afternoon in front of the TV. “I played 
against those guys in high school. I was 
watching the game, and it hurt me so 
much because I knew I should have been 
somewhere playing football.”

Instead, he was in the Lowndes County

Jail, serving time for two criminal of­
fenses that occurred this year.

“I just walked away from the televi­
sion set, went off into my cell, went into a 
corner, and I bowed my head down and I 
cried,” Anderson said softly. ‘‘Watching 
the game just hurt me so bad because 
they were out there and I was here. Here 
in jail. I should have been out there.”

Anderson looked up from the floor, 
and his voice became louder. “All I’ve had 
to do is stare at these brick walls, and all 
I’ve had to do is think,” he said. “Think 
about what I should have done and what I 
should not have done, but it all boils down 
to what I did and I can’t put what I did 
on nobody else.

“You want to know what people out in

the public are saying about me? They say, 
‘Tony Anderson. Man, he’s just thrown his 
life away. He’s not doing anything with all 
that talent he has. He’s nothing. He had 
everything and he just done threw it all 
away. He had great opportunities.’

“I get depressed, thinking about that. 
Sometimes I’ve felt that I was just noth­
ing, that I had nothing. But I don’t think 
I’m a failure. The opportunities are still 
there. Being in jail has helped me more 
than hurt me because I’ve let the past go. 
Now I have to start thinking about the 
future.”

It is uncertain how long Anderson will 
have to devote his future to his past mis­

See TWO YEARS, Page 10-D





“First of all, let me say that I will always be 
Tony’s coach no matter where he goes or what he 
does,” said Hyder, who had great expectations for An­
derson. “I’m not going to play (Pontius) Pilate and 
wash my hands of him and be clean of him. Nick Hy­
der is going to have to accept some responsibility be­
cause I have to live with Tony Anderson’s future for 
the rest of my life.”

Anderson caught Hyder’s eye in seventh grade 
when he played for a junior high school team, part of 
a four-team feeder program to Valdosta.

-^

“They called him ‘Touchdown Tony,’” said a smil­
ing Hyder, his eyes lighting up. “If our team was the§.4 
Jackson Five, Tony would have been Michael.

“I’ve sat right here, and I’ve said, ‘Tony, I’ve 
coached all these years, but you’re the only player 
that I think could win the Heisman Trophy. I was tell­
ing him this when I was trying to counsel him by get­
ting him to come to school more and to get better 
grades. Good God Almighty, what talent. What talent 
God blessed him with.

“He was what we coaches call a north-and-south 
runner. That means he was always going down some­
one’s throat. The east-and-west runners are cowards. 
They run away from the collision. Tony would come 
at you; he would hit you. He’d come at two or three 
tackles and keep going. He wasn’t afraid. He was 
tough.

“But he was difficult to coach. He didn’t have the 
speed and disclipline that Herschel had, but if he had 
worked at it, he could have been as good as 
Herschel.”

Hyder estimates that Anderson would usually miss 
at least one practice a week, even if there was an up­
coming game. If Hyder wanted Anderson to work out 
with 200 pounds of weight, Anderson would only work 
on 100. Hyder contends that Anderson was into “wel­
fare football” — he didn’t want to work hard for what 
he wanted to accomplish and even turned down offers 
that Hyder made to find him a job in lieu of giving 
him money.

“Tony’s not going to work,” Hyder said. “No-o-o-o- 
o-o! He wants it handed to him. Tony probably thought 
he was entitled to a share of the gross ticket receipts 
from the games.”

Hyder recalled the many times he tried to get An­
derson to come to school, noting that he had numerous 
unexcused absences. Or the times he tried to help oth­
er teachers in the school discipline Anderson when he 
failed to turn in homework or refused to succumb to 
punishment from his instructors.

“He has some rebellion in his thinking,” Hyder 
said. "But on game nights, when the lights were 
turned on, he was ready to go. And the bigger the 
game, the better he was.”

The turning point was the “Has Been-Will Be” 
spring game, which pitted Valdosta’s graduating sen­
iors against the returning players.

“Tony and two of his teammates showed up fall­
down drunk,” Hyder recalled angrily. “Completely dis-
ruptive. Thousands of people watching 
drunk on the sidelines. I sat them out ol

us saw them
of the game af-

ter the first quarter. They backed me into a corner.” 
“What do I do?” Hyder asked. “I couldn’t let him 

set a bad example for these kids who are playing 
now. All the youngsters just think Tony is a hero. The 
younger kids wanted to be like Tony Anderson.

So what do I say? ‘You’re the state champions; it’s 
OK for you to come in here in front of everybody 
drunk?’ If I OKed what they did, I would be telling 
the other youngsters it was OK for them to come to 
games drunk, too.” .

Hyder gritted his teeth, clenched his fists and 
shook his arms. “I thought that if 1 took football away 
from him that it would shake him up,” he said. “Oh, 
he’d butter you up, he’d cuddle up to you. He’s a 
charmer. But Tony didn’t think I would do it. He 
thought there would be such an uprising and ground­
swell of support for him in the community that they’d 
force me to take him back.

“In my heart, I just tried to be a father to him. 
The town was behind me. People told me, ‘You did 
the right thing.’ But I failed because it got to that 
point to start with. Many times I think things would 
have been all right with Tony if he had not been this 
famous person.”

The relationship between Hyder and Anderson rap­
idly deteriorated after that Friday evening conference 
in Hyder’s office. Anderson vehemently criticized Hy­
der and his decision in local newspapers. “It was clear 
that he hated my guts,” Hyder said. "He despised 

me’Hosea Heard, now a receiver for the University of 
Pittsburgh, admits that he, Anderson and Johnny 
Crook had been drinking beer before the spring game. 
He says Hyder’s punishment was much more of a 
blow to Anderson than to the others.

‘First of all, let me say that I will always be Tony’s 
coach no matter where he goes or what he does. 
I’m not going to play (Pontius) Pilate and wash my 
hands of him and be clean of him. Nick Hyder is 
going to have to accept some responsibility because 
I have to live with Tony Anderson’s future for the 
rest of my life. ’

— Nick Hyder

“I’m not going to say whether Coach Hyder was 
right or wrong,” Heard said. “It hurt all us, but it 
hurt Tony the most. I think the punishment was too 
strict, but I felt that I had to go on with my life. I 
don’t think Tony knew how to go on with his.”

John Porter, an inside lineman for Georgia Tech, 
also played for Valdosta when Anderson was kicked 
off of the team. He remembers a drinking incident at 
summer football camp that involved Anderson and 
some older players.

“Tony didn’t know how to turn his problems into 
something positive,” Porter said. “His problems start­
ed some time ago. At camp, his attitude was, ‘They 
caught me this time, but they won’t catch me the next 
time.’ He was always making excuses, alibis. I talked 
to him about it because he had changed somewhere 
down the line. But I think something should have been 
done much earlier and not so severe.

“There were other times, earlier, when he 
have been discliplined and he wasn’t. It caused 
friction ... jealousy, yes, among some of the 
guys on the team.”

One of Anderson’s closest friends was Dana

could 
some 
other

Brin-
son, now a cornerback at Nebraska. “We were living 
in the fast lane when Tony was kicked off of the 
teamm, and it’s been hard for him to get his life back 
on track,” Brinson said.

“Coach Hyder was wrong for kicking Tony off of 
the team. For what? Drinking?” Brinson released a 
hearty laugh. “Before the “Has Been-Will Be” game 
all the seniors get wasted before the game. Everybody 
knows that. Now that’s a Valdosta High School 
tradition.

“Tony hung out with seniors. The only way he was 
out of line was because he was drinking not with his 
peers, but with the older guys. So in my opinion, 
Coach s decision was much too severe and Tony was 
crushed by the fact that he stuck with it.”

Brinson raises his voice in anger at the suggestion 
that Anderson is solely responsible for his mistakes

u.^?"’1 understand Valdosta,” Brinson said.
Coach Hyder babied Tony and treated him like a 

damn king. Everybody did. It was very unhealthy, and 
now we see that it was very damaging.

“I don’t want to condemn the town, but it’s very 
unhealthy, the way Valdosta treats football. It’s worse 
than Nebraska, and this is a college. In Valdosta, foot­
ball is worshipped like a god. Tony was led to believe 
that football was his life, that if he continued to do 
this he was special, that nothing else mattered.

“Now Tony Anderson is just another name. Tony 
got wrapped up in what other people made him out to 
be. But when the football stopped, he didn’t know how 
to deal with life itself. He felt like he went from be­
ing everything to nothing.”

Anderson’s family cannot forget the glory days for 
Tony. Dozens of trophies, which litter Rosa Anderson’s 
living room floor, are constant reminders of her son’s 
athletic success.
.. "P? community just did him up so high and with 
him being kicked off of the team, it just took some­
thing out of him,” said his older sister, Ella Jackson. 
“He just gave up in a way?’

“People were always giving him, giving him, giv­
ing him anything he wanted. I just remember people 
would say to him: T want two (touchdowns) out of 
you tonight.’ People even gave him money just be­
cause he got a couple of touchdowns. He didn’t ask for 
any money. He was just doing what he loved best and 
people wanted to pay him for it”

When Anderson was an eighth-grader, his mother 
said, she was approached by a booster from a rival 
high school who offered her a home, a job and a car 
if her son transferred. Ms. Anderson, who declined to 
identify the school, confesses that she, too, was led to 
believe that her son was someone who was extraordi­
narily special - just because of football.

A single mother and a domestic worker, Ms. An­
derson laments that maybe things would have been 
different if her son had a father to relate to. He never 
had one in the home.

“It could have made a difference,” she said. "I 
should have been harder on him. But I was looking at 
it this way — Tony was a good football player. Be­
fore, he had never given me no trouble in no kind of . 
way. But I should have been tighter on him., beca se 
he was hanging around with the wrong peop I 
shouldn’t have just let him go everytime he wanted to. 
But everybody looked up to him, and everybody was 
saying, ‘He’s Tony Anderson.' I guess I just got car­
ried away with that, too.

“As long as Tony was running that football, I nev­
er got any calls from his teachers. Never a call. It 
was not until he was off the football team that I 
heard a thing about him from anybody, rt was just, 
‘He’s such a good football player? That’s all I ever 
heard.”

Ms. Anderson admitted she had viewed football as 
her son's ticket out of Valdosta into bigger and better 
things. “I thought football was the way he could go to 
college,” she said.

“Every Monday morning and Saturday morning 
there was a big write-up about your child in the news­
paper, and it made you feel good. To know that every­
one thought your child had such a high standing in the 
town, it made me proud because everyone in this 
town was so proud of Tony just because of what he 
did when he was running that football. And then when 
he made a mistake, everybody just vanished from the 
face of the earth. It shakes me up; it sure do.”

The bitterness extends to Anderson’s nephew, Val­
dosta High sophomore Michael Anderson, who main­
tains an adversarial relationship with Hyder, his phys­
ical education instructor. Michael remembers one day 
in class when Hyder announced that Tony was in jail 
and had wasted a brilliant football career.

“I let it go, and I just held my head down,” Mi­
chael recalls. "But when he was talking about Tony 
the second day, the other guys were saying, ‘Man, he’s 
wrong, putting your uncle down like that? So I told 
Coach Hyder that I didn’t appreciate it and he admit­
ted that he was wrong.”

Michael refuses to play football. “I think Tony 
was used,” he explained. “He was spoiled, the coaches 
spoiled him, his family spoiled him and his friends. I 
felt that I had more sense than Tony did, but he didn’t 
need any (common) sense, he had everything, every­
thing he wanted. He didn’t need to know about life. He 
was a star.

“When I played street football as a kid, everybody 
would always fuss over who was going to be Tony An 
derson. Everybody wanted to be Tony and run Um 
ball. The kids used to call me ‘little T.A? because they 
thought I was Tony’s brother. Ever since I was 5 
years old, I wanted to be like Tony, but I don’t want 
to get used. I’m still proud of him because I know he 
ain’t no criminal. Even when I’m a grown man and if 
someone says, ‘that’s T.A.’s little brother,’ I’m still go­
ing to smile.” Xr t • .;

Tony Anderson has little to smile about. He does 
not know what his court hearing will reveal, given his 
past failures with his probation officer. According to 
the original conditions of his probation, Anderson was 
supposed to stay in school, but he dropped out of Val­
dosta High, Georgia Christian and Northeastern Okla­
homa A&M junior college. According to the 1986 peti­
tion on his probation revocation, he was found in 
violation of his probation when a drug test revealed 
that he had used marijuana.

Anderson regrets turning to drugs and a much old­
er adult crowd for consolation after he was kicked off 
the Valdosta squad. “I thought those people were my 
friends, but they just stabbed me in the back,” he 
said.

His goal now is to put his troubles behind him and 
go to a junior college far away from Valdosta and at­
tempt to get on a team as a walk-on. Anderson has 
maintained the same weight and build that he had in 
high school, doing push-ups, pull-ups and sit-ups in his 
jail cell. “The guys here are totally behind me,” he 
said. “They always tell me, ‘There’s hope; don’t give 
up? ”

Hyder retains hope that Anderson can play college 
football someday. “I’ve got all the films of all the 
games he played and that would impress any college 
coach, even now,” Hyder said. “But he’s going to have 
to show that he has repented. The truth is that no on« 
wants a convicted felon for a $60,000 scholarship.”

Anderson, however, is optimistic about playin' 
again.

“I haven't lost sight of my dreams,” he said. ‘ 
know how to cope with life without football and I’ll I* 
better able to cope with life with football.”



Pa
ra

de
’sA

dA
m

er
ir

aH
id

oS
ch

oo
l

FO
O

T
B

A
L

L
 T

]

E § 00 c S' g 2
2 2 <±0 > * c.5 8 6 ° a O co P _ 81

E oo
E T ODOO «S

o o D
o§.S O <D

Dco O ^ ® •c £ S2.0 o
00

E £
£ - £

CO

§0

U
-C

6b 

e

co
CD
CO

O
O

s

S-S

^03 c
CD * 
3 CD 
ora

co

5^
OD o

•M r~

O co j — 0) CO

Rs
4o-£ J

00 2 -C X

M <D CD CO 42 CO O
G coD 00 >. O .

5 2 52 8Z5 S b ^ 
gasESS

Ml
a

E

aC

fi 8

CMWWCMWaiCMWCMWaiWCMCM

^p^
m co cd co m co CDCDCDCDCDCDCDCDcbcbcbcDCDCDCDCDCOCDtncDCDCDCDinCDCDCOtnCDCOCDCD CDCDCOCDCDCDCDCOCDCDCDCDcococDininmincDCDinincDcocDCDincD

2wb^-^?M?MbNd)

oW

«-g =E §5

O.K

* So

SIS a •03^ 
$ E'E

sm
o a

V) co 60

CO (D

2 o§

SO «

^ ID
■3 E

I£

co
i e

^ P 
< ^

a
CM

g = 2 §
s so ~ E O 3 G4S1C 

cd o -ri o
O C <0 <n

M O

CO1 s

1

cd
cd cd

cd*©£ OO .£
o'

i

■X © OT

cd 
0

3 
o

. cd 
CO CDCD 2

.52 -

B 2*0)0 wo 
^Ootx -bF

Eg^<5Ss^00(£ofQ§lo5£

o CD m u
CO OT . C0^~

cd

i

s$
s

2 2
= U UI . = 
°-^CD =

o £ -6 ’cd w r- r— r- Zl\

0
Mm E c2 O ^ OJco 00^<D - o * 2-^o O O 2w

Q &S g <O Q

E 8$ a co b
oaEISco

co

c 
73

CD

I

o 
Ui 8

O 
CO

<0
CDCD

T3 
’C

0

N W Q < m ^

o

E^ M C-U _
CD ©X O O C'© CO P 
o .r^fT-rrm^r'ithz

co LU 
O 
ojo-c
s S

<O (D ^ co

O o

2P 2-E ~

5 “ ■§

E z SP* o

CD — O 
* c

•“- &■§

0) * O

I ® 2 swS^.g^-gl g^

co
O

S^2 =ol £ “.2 ® 2 ® S

2 c-S 2.5

-□ZoCC^^qM^Oot^x

- ^'” 9 m^S ^w gil ® E © g*ECO

OO^CCCCCECK^^XCD

Ls 
2 0
SO

co

00 C

* £ 8 ^«

<D

.2 £

SE

$»§dh°-wa)ffl
CM > or: <d P-hits 

£ c E

O W

<s
I £ 2^

cxcdiSSSoocqSdqO tr

P © CD — 
■50-^

■=QcoEx:Qaj2xa3

o ~o 
ID 

■S

ca
^ x: x: _ <d .0 

00 “

“2 So _
O-QjE “^ o>s±^ E 
® O >. >. o ^ c .2 ,2 <73 
cOCO^ES^-O-oCC

OAX)

S w2 o

oo o
<d e
s a <5 « &/Sc 2 o E O

co

<D .2
S>S “ 

$-< co

\ 2
« ID

CD
§ ^ S
E “"> C_>

§
E g £ £ 8 Q 
- E5-s

£ 8R

<D
s 8 *

3 > 5 S
a 5is

§1 o

co Q 

§«8§§s^S £

CQ

I
3
3

73
o 2

cO
e o

I 
CQ

co

8

OJO 2 Sc ~o g
s c 8 £

g « a
SM£5X£«.2co 2 E

3 
u

2:8

Q CO
5 5

<D

CD

cd
cxQ 
o

u u 
E£

g 3
O co

<D (D

CD -

2
<D

<D
2

M)

O

bO<-J G

ojo-j

co

(D 
1 

’ co
O 
E 
u 
5
5



SportsBe WM|fa Pail® Bi>#
Thurs., Jan. 14, 1988

Twine 
Makes 
Strides
By ANTHONY DASHER
Times Sports Writer

Growing up, Cassandra Twine of the 
Valdosta Lady ’Cats didn’t like 
basketball. In fact, she hated playing 
the game.

But fortunately for VHS ladies coach 
Susan Montgomery her 6-foot-2 post 
player has developed a love for the 
game and in the future could become 
one of the best players ever to come ■ 
out of the Lady Wildcat program.

“I first started playing in the 7th 
grade but I hated it,” sophomore 
Twine said. “But people kept en­
couraging me to play because I was

always taller than the other girls. It 
took a little while but I played last year 
and really began to enjoy the game. I 
love it now.”

According to Montgomery, Twine 
has shown steady improvement since 
her freshman year but feels she can 
get even better.

“Cassandra has been on again and 
off again. Right now she’s off but I feel 
that’s because she’s been ill,” 
Montgomery said. “With her height 
she’s got an advantage over most of 
the other girls but she still has to learn 
how to use it.

“But she’s got the ability and I look 
for her to break some records here at 
VHS by the time she finishes her senior 
year.”

Last July, Twine made the trip up to 
Knoxville, Tenn to participate in a 
basketball camp sponsored by the 
Uniiversity of Tennessee Lady Volun­
teers, the defending national champi­
ons of Division I women’s basketball.

While at the week-long camp, Twine 
was able to meet and work with the 
entire coaching staff and players of the 
Lady Vols and because of her 
expereince, feels she is the better 
player for it.

“I think I learned more in that week 
than I’ve ever learned before,” she 
said. “It was a lot of hard work but it 
was a lot fun too. I was able to meet a 
lot of great players such as Sheila 
Frost, Tennessee’s 6-5 center. Mostly 
we worked on the fundamentals of 
offense and defense aspects of the 
game.” 4

Averaging 6.5 points per game so far 
this season, Twine feels her game has 
a long way to go but with hard work, 
has a chance to be a good player.

“Right now I feel that my strong 
point is defense but I have a lot of 
improvement to do,” she said. “On 
defense all you have to do is be able to 
move your feet around and stay in 
position.”

The Lady ‘Cats have not been known 
for fielding powerhouse teams of late 
but according to Twine, her team’s 
victory over arch-rival Lowndes last 
week could be a signal of better things 
to come.

“All the girls just played a great 
game that night,” Twine stated. “We 
just went in and did the things that 
Coach Montgomery said we needed to 
do. She told us all we had to do was to 
execute our plays and we would have a 
chance to win.”

With only two seniors on the team, 
the Lady ’Cats obviously have a very 
young team but Twine feels that with 
experience, this team has the potential 
to go a long way.

“Before the season started our goal 
was to play .500 ball. We’re a very 
young team and for some, this is their 
first year playing basketball. But with 
hard work and play as a team, we may 
come close to that goal,” Twine said. 
“Next year I feel, with more experi­
ence, we should be better that .500. And 
hopefully by my senior year we will 
win state.”

Big Games For VHS, LHS
From Staff Reports________________

It’s crunch time for Valdosta and 
Lowndes as both wade into Region 
1-AAAA action Friday night.

The Vikings and Vikettes must 
make the long trip to Albany to take 
on Monroe, while Valdosta has the 
pleasure of taking on Dougherty at 
VHS. Both games will get underway 
at7p.m.

Two other key area games include 
Cook at Bacon in a Region 2-AA 
Southwest battle and Brooks at 
Randolph-Clay in a Region 1-AA 
South battle.

For both Brooks and Cook, the 
games will be litmus tests. Bacon and 
Randolph-Clay are ranked in the top 
10 in their respective classifications.

In other local action, Berrien plays 
at Tift County, Westbrook hosts 
Valwood, Ehcols is at Atkinson, 
Madison hosts Hamitlon, Georgia 
Christian travels to Terrell Academy, 
Pineland (Savannah) hosts Open 
Bible, and Lanier County hosts Irwin 
County.

Things don’t get any easier for the 
Wildcats on Saturday as they travel 
to Tift County for another region 
game.

In other Saturday games, Berrien 
hosts Lowndes in a rematch of last 
week’s game between the two at 
LHS. Hamilton plays at Fernindina 
Beach, Lanier at Cook, Terrell 
County at Brooks, and Lowndes 
Christian hosts Christian Heritage in 
its homecoming basketball game.

F Briefly
Two Valdosta 
Teens Killed
In Accident

Two Valdosta teenagers were 
killed and an Adel teen was 
seriously injured in a head on 
collision Saturday night about 12 
miles north of Nashville, Ga., on 
Ga. Highway 125, according to the 
Georgia State Patrol Post in Tifton.

Travis Michael Taylor, 16, of 3833 
N. Oak St. Apt. 62, and his 
passenger Terry Ronald Cowart, 
19, of 3833 N. Oak St. Apt. 164, were 
both killed in the accident, reported 
Trooper Eddie Edwards.

Taylor was a native of Valdosta 
and a student at Valdosta High 
School.

Cowart was a student at Valdosta 
State College and was also a 
Valdosta native.

The other passenger, Timothy 
Spell, 19, of Adel, is listed in stable 
condition in the surgical intensive 
care unit at Phoebe Putney Hospi- 
tai in Albany, a hospital spokesman 
said.

The driver of the other vehicle, 
Charles Wallace Walker, 50, of 
Chula, was also killed during the 
accident, Edwards reported.

The accident occurred as Walker 
was driving north on Ga. 125 and 
crossed the center line striking 
Taylor’s truck head-on, Edwards 
reported.

A blood alcohol test was 
performed on all of those killed, 

I which according to a spokesman I 
for the State Patrol is standard 
procedure with fatalities. The 
spokesman was unable to say will 
the results of the test would be 
complete. )
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Sports
Wildcats Pin Camden
But Vikings Fall Short

By STAN GRUBB 
Times Sports Writer

In local wrestling action last evening 
at the Lowndes gymnasium, the 
wrestling teams from Valdosta and 
Lowndes squared off against the 
Camden Wildcats in a two team meet.

The Lowndes Vikings, the host 
squad, were simply unable to overtake 
early Camden leads, as they fell to 
defeat 36-35. But not before staging a 
tremendous rally to pull within one 
point at 24-23 with only four matches 
remaining.

The Valdosta Wildcats, on the other 
hand, defeated Camden by the score of 
57-14. The ’Cats parllayed nine pins to 
their credit for the unanimous victory.

Valdosta 57, Camden 14
103 — Peterman (V) pinned Author. 112 — McGhin 

(C) pinned Moore. 119 - Wakefield (V) pinned Swilley 
125 - Bridges (V) pinned Kennedy. 130 — Finland (V) 
pinned Baker. 135 — McLeod (V) dec. over Jarmillio 140 
— Alexander (C) dec. over Smith. 145 — Mueller (V) 
pinned Johnson. 152 — Odell (V) pinned Akins. 160 — R 
Moorman (V) pinned Gant. 171 - A. Moorman (V) 
pinned Channey. Smith (V) pinned Langlois. HWT — 
Gilbert (C) pinned Hancock.

Camden 36, Lowndes 35
103 — Author (C) pinned Stewart. 112 — McGhin (C) 

pinned Barker. 119 — Black (L) dec. over Swilley. 125 
- Hendricks (L) pinned Kennedy. 130 — Baker (C) 
pinned Rice. 135 — Jarmillio (C) pinned Jones. 140 — 
Bramlett (L) dec. over Alexander. 145 — Hiers (L) dec. 
over Johnson. 152 — Swords (L) pinned Akins. 160 — 

p,nned Estes- 171 “ Channey (C) pinned Jones.
189 — Broome (L) pinned Langlois. HWT. — Miller (L) 
pinned Gilbert.

For Viking head coach Newnan 
Sanchez, an outstanding comeback bid 
fell just one point shy. Giving up two

pins in the final four matches sealed 
their fate.

“You can’t win if you give up pins. 
That’s what it is all about,” said 
Sanchez. “Our confidence level was 
still very high even after the early 
Camden lead, we just didn’t execute 
and gave up crusial pins,”.

It was not a good beginning to say 
the least for the Vikings. Camden 
jumped out to an early 12-0 advantage 
with two first round pins before 
Spencer Black put Lowndes on the 
board with a 7-3 decision over 
Camden’s Mike Swilley.

The Vikings’ Lee Hendricks then 
answered the bell by pinning Steve 
Kennedy pulling the Vikings closer at 
12-9.

Camden then had two pins of their 
own widening the margin once again. 
This time the Wildcats were up 24-9 
over the Vikings wth seven matches to 
go. Lowndes then made its move.

The Vikings won the next three 
matches to close the gap to only a 
single point at 24-23.

Lowndes’ Bobby Bramlett scored a 
unanimous decision 11-0 over David 
Alexander cutting into the Camden 
cushion.

A Jimmy Hiers 8-0 decision brought 
Lowndes within seven at 24-17, and a 
Billy Swords pin at the :47 second 
mark of the opening period set the 
stage for the final four matches.

But the Vikings comeback would fall 
short on this night, as the Wildcats 
scored pin falls in the next two

matches to seal the win.
Two opening round pins by both by 

the Vikings’ Darren Broome and Chuck 
Miller were simply not enough.

Broome’s pin came just 1:00 into the 
opening stanza, while Miller put his 
man to the mat at the :43 mark of the 
same period.

The match was a credit to the 
hardwork and dedication of the 
Lowndes squad said Sanchez. Only the 
mistakes did them in.

“We had it, then gave it away,” said 
Sanchez. “Overall, I’m pleased with 
our performance and then again still 
disappointed.”

For Jim Landrums’ ‘Cats, it was 
simply one dominating match after 
another.

The Valdosta team posted nine pins 
and one decision in the thirteen match 
competition. According to Landrum, it 
was simply a good oportunity granted 
by the host Vikings to participate in 
this match.

“We were just happy to be invited 
and able to participate so well,” said 
Landrum. “The kids came out with a 
very good effort, thus the win. ’ ’

Valdosta wasted no time, as Steve 
Peterman proceded to pin Camden’s 
Scott Author just :39 seconds into the 
match giving his team an early 6-0 
advantage.

Camden’s Trip McGhin answered 
with a pin of his own to even the score 
at 6-6 just two matches gone, but for 
the Camden Wildcats it would be one of 
only three wins on the night.

Valdosta built an 18-6 lead with first 
period pins by Truett Wakefield and 
Justin Bridges. Wakefield’s pin came 
at the :28 mark, while Bridges only 
needed 25 seconds to dispose of his 
man.

Jason Finland answered with a 
second period pin giving the ’Cats a 
24-5 lead courtesy of an un­
sportsmanlike conduct foul charged to

Camden’s Terrance Baker.
Two matches later, Valdosta reeled 

off five consecutive pins to close the 
door shut on the Camden team.

The pins came from Brian Mueller, 
David Odell, Ryan Moorman, Ashley 
Moorman, and Steve Smith.

“You always want to stay sharpe 
throughout the season and thanks to 
this opportunity, we should be in good

shape,” said Landrum. “We now must 
turn our attentions toward this 
weekends match in Columbus.”

Valdosta’s next match will be the 
Hardaway Invitational (Jan. 22-23) in 
Columbus, while the Vikings take on 
Appling County (Jan.21) in Baxley, 
before partaking in the Hardaway 
Invitational as well.

aldosta Surprises Central-Thomasville
■ siaffp^w. ’ ' Miller. “We made a lot of great strides y^ FWH >^ 1 ^ ^AOn Ihe Hoad 69-66From Staff Reports

THOMASVILLE- The Valdosta 
Wildcats defeated the Central Yellow 
Jackets 69-66, but the Lady ’Cats were 
not as fortunate losing to Central 61-36 
in girls action here last night.

According to Valdosta Wildcat head 
coach John Miller, it was a total team 
effort that spurred the victory.

“It was the best overall team 
performance this season,” said Miller. 
“We played as well as we could 
possibly play and the hard work paid 
off.”

Leading the way for Millers’ ’Cats 
was freshman Carlo Butler. Butler 
pumped in 18 points on the night, while 
ripping down eleven boards.

Vincent Williams and James Mann­
ing also had a good performances on 
the evening. Williams scored 11 points, 
while Campbell score 8 in the victory. 
All of Williams’ 11 points came in the 
second period as the Wildcats began to 
open up a lead on the Central squad.

“That second period was the best 
period this season. We were very 
aggressive in our play and it showed,” 
said Miller.

In the second half, the ’Cats held off 
late Central rally attempts to prevail 
by six. According to Miller, it was the 
steady play of his entire team that 
made the difference.

“ We were able to play a lot of people 
tonight, but more importantly 
everyone’s effort was superb,” said

Miller. “We made a lot of great strides
in this game tonight, it’s just a matter 
of staying at this level the rest of the 
way.”

For Susan Montgomery’s Lady 
’Cats, the outcome was not to their 
liking. THe heavily favored Lady 
Jackets roared past Montgomery’s 
team with a furious 22 point third 
period performance that did in the 
Lady ’Cats on this night.

“At halftime we still had a chance to 
get back into it, but we simply could 
not score anything in the third period 
and it got away from us quick,” said 
Montgomery. “As far as our play 
tonight, we need better inside play if 
we expect to do anything. Tonight was 
a perfect example of that.”

(Boys)
Valdosta (69)— Manning 8, Campbell 6, King 6, Phillips 

6, Spencer 4, Butler 18, Moore 5, Williams 11, Hart 2, 
Iverson 3.

Central (66)— Ward 20, Range 14, Payne 15, Dapheny 
4, Wright 2.
Valdosta.........................................................13 24 11 21 -69
Central........................................................... 16 8 18 24 —66

Records — Valdosta 4-7
Next Game — Fri. Jan.22, at Westover

(Girls)
Valdosta (36)— Plummer 15, Anderson 6, Phillips 4, 

Twine 4, Dennis 3, Schlesner 2, Larry 2.
Central (61)— Lawton 12, Brennan 6, Scott 4, Taylor 6, 

Lovejoy 7, Register 4, Thomas 18, Duran 4.
Valdosta.
Central...

. 4 14 9 9 —36 

.15 10 22 14 -61
Records —Valdosta 2-8

- Next Game —Fri. Jan. 22, at Westover

City Schools’ Test
notify the system of the results of the 
review and then the system has 30 days 
to get in compliance.

Of the some 40 schools around the 
state which have been reviewed, only 
one, the Bryan County School System 
in southeast Georgia, has passed the 
evaluation.

Among the items which the

By AMY SWANN 
Times Staff Writer

Thursday is “C-Day” for Valdosta 
schools as a team of evaluators comes 
to the system for the first Com­
prehensive Standards Evaluation.

“This is the grand finale/’ said 
Director of Personnel and Instruction 
Vickie Burt, who has been in charge of 
preparing the schools for the evalua­
tion.

Mrs. Burt briefed the members of 
the Valdosta Board of Education 
Monday night on the review which staff 
members have been working on for 
months.

Mateland Adams will head up the 
team of five evaluators from the state 
and they will arrive Thursday at 8 a.m.

A yearly review has always been 
conducted by the state, but this is the 
first review in which all the mandates 
of the Quality Basic Education Act 
must be documented as proof of 
implementation.

“If it hasn’t been documented it 
hasn’t been done as far as the state’s 
concerned,” said Mrs. Burt.

If any of the criteria are not met, the 
system will be considered in non­
compliance. The state has 30 days to

evaluators will examine are enroll­
ment, schedules, curriculum guides 
and board policies.

Three hours have been allocated for 
each school in the system and although 
the team will not be evaluating 
classroom activity, teachers may be 
interviewed, said Mrs. Burt.

This is the first part of a three-year 
cycle review. Upon completion of the 
cycle the systems will only have the 
comprehensive evaluation every four 
or five years.

But that hasn’t helped decrease the 
additional work load which has been 
placed upon administrators and educa­
tors to prepare for this review.

“So many of the things are not 
realistic. We are hoping for some 
relief,” said Supt. Walter Altman.

For example, schools must now 
conduct a quarterly inventory of 
furnishings and supplies instead of a 
yearly inventory.



aldosta’s Campbell 
E^n^gy Sample 
By MIKE COLOMBO 
Times Sports Editor

Quarterback Greg Talley Has Impressed Coaches At UGA

A local wise man tracking the 
progress of the Valdosta Wildcat 
basketball team has predicted the 
’Cats are two years away from having 
a truly bountiful season.

While local fans might find some 
solace in this statement, a person 
unfortunatley caught in the web of time 
is senior guard Gary Campbell. 
Campbell has certainly played a part 
in leading his younger teammates 
toward the proposed promised land, 
but he won’t be able to cross over.

Campbell’s edition of the VHS 
Wildcats is sitting on a 3-5 overall 
mark and 0-3 region mark. While the 
Wildcats won’t bring home many 
trophies at their current clip, they have 
played well. And Campbell has a lot to 
do with the team’s upward swing.

The 5-10 co-captain of the team is 
averaging in double figures and is a 
good rebounder despite his position and 
size.

But what really makes Campbell 
valuable to head coach John Miller is 
his desire.

“He has a great attitude and really 
wants to do well,’’ said Miller. “If I had 
to draw up a perfect basketball player 
it would be Gary Campbell. ’’

Campbell is the sole returning 
starter off last year’s squad, and 
shares his captain’s duties with senior 
post player Lonnie Phillips.

Last season, Campbell took home the 
best defensive trophy, and is well on 
his way to earning it for yet another 
season.

According to Campbell, one of the 
biggest keys to playing good defense is 
being in shape and hustling back after 
the ball changes hands.

“I just try to get back on defense and 
get set up,” said Campbell. “My 
defense is getting better, offensively I 
think I’m about the same. That’s where 
I hope to improve.”

Campbell has played in the YMCA 
summer league, but never played

TaUey‘ 
Shines

GARY CAMPBELL
organized ball in junior high. In the 9th 
grade, he decided to give basketball a 
try and worked hard at his game.

Cambell obviously got some help 
from his older brother, Wallace, who 
graduated from VHS in 1985 and went 
on to play at St. John’s Junior College 
in Florida.

Campbell also attended basketball 
camp at Florida State during the off 
season to further hone his skills.

“What I like about Gary is that he 
leads by example,” said Miller. “I’ve 
tried to get the kids to learn to never 
make excuses. Gary hardly says any­
thing and I usually have to ask him if 
he’s hurt.

“One time he had a badly bruised 
thigh and he really couldn’t practice, 
but he ran with the team after 
practice. That’s just the kind of kid he 
is.”

Campbell and Phillips are the un­
disputed leaders of a relatively young 
VHS squad that came only two points 
from toppling Monroe on the road last 
weekend.

Valdosta has come close during 
almost every loss. Perhaps with a little 
luck and a lot of work, Phillips and 
Campbell still have time to turn this 
season around.

At UGA
ATHENS, Ga. (AP) - Georgia 

Coach Vince Dooley was cheered 
Thursday by the return to football 
practice of senior linebacker John 
Brantley, expected to be a mainstay 
for the Bulldogs’ defense.

He had been out with a hamstring 
muscle injury.

“It’s good to see John back out 
there,” Dooley said. “We just have to 
make sure we don’t push him too hard.

Freshman quarterback Greg Talley, 
who led Valdosta High School to state 
and national championship honors last 
year, was bracketed with junior Wayne 
Johnson as the first team quarterback. 
Regular starter James Jackson is out 
with a shoulder injury, although he is 
expected to be ready for Virginia.

“As we’ve said since we started, 
we’re going to make some changes in 
the depth chart due to performance,” 
Dooley said. “Based on Wednesday’s 
scrimmage, Talley performed better 
than Johnson. On the other hand, it’s a 
position you don’t make arbitrary 
decisions for. p x .

“So considering the fact that 
Johnson’s been around, we bracketed 
the two of them with Johnson being 
first among equals,” he said.

Talley completed 7 of 13 passes in 
Wednesday’s scrimmage.

VHS 9th-Graders ^ T 
Topple Echols ,5-^5 /

The Valdosta High 9th-grade boys 
team beat Echols County 42-24 here 
Thursday afternoon. VHS was led by 
Alfred Graham with 16 points. Dee 
Staten paced Echols with 10 points, 
h nooru tnJgga JM

Valdosta’s 9th-grade team now 
stands at 3-2.

Broome, Peterman Win 
Harda wayfop^P&ffl r

Both Lowndes 'and Valdosta fared 
well in the Hardaway Invitational 
wrestling tournament held this past 
weekend.

Both team placed four men in the 
tourney. Lowndes’ Darren Broome 
won the first tournament of his career 
at 189 pounds and Valdosta’s Steve 
Peterman placed first at 105.

Viking heavyweight Chuck Miller 
took second, Bobby Bramlett (140) 
finished third, and Billy Swords (152) 
was fourth.

Others placing for Valdosta were 
Ashley Moorman who was third at 171, 
Chuck Bonner fourth (140), and Brian 
Mueller fourth (145).

Troup won the tournament with 232^ 
points. Valdosta was fourth with 110 
and Lowndes took seventh with 81. A 
total of 18 teams participated.

Lowndes will host Valdosta Wed­
nesday night at 7 p.m.

VHS Debate
Competition
A Success
By AMY SWANNv
Times Staff Writer ^ 22 ^ o J

Eighteen schools competed in the 
second annual debates at Valdosta 
High School and according to team 
sponsor Frank Hjort, the event was a 
success. .

“This was a real learning experience 
for the students and helps them 
prepare for the region tournament, 
said Hjort. # x

Schools from Brunswick to Macon 
participated in the day-long event, with 
Lee County High School in Leesberg 
taking the top honor for the day.

Second place went to Glynn 
Academy of Brunswick, third to Tilt 
County High in Tifton and fourth to 
Central High of Thomasville

Valdosta High School debaters did 
not compete but served as the hosts for 
the event. “My students did a great job 
at helping with the tournament, said 
Hjort. .

The structure of the tournament 
allowed for both experienced and 
novice debators. Also, several schools 
attended the tournament to watch the 
debates. , .

This year’s debate topic is Resolve 
that the U.S. should adopt a policy to 
increase political stability in Latin 
America.” , j u

Hjort said not only does debating 
provide the students with an opportuni­
ty to travel and meet students from 
other schools, it greatly increases their 
knowledge of current events.

“The research can be used for other 
classes or in college. A lot of these 
debators save their material,” he said.

In addition, Hjort believes 
participating in debate provides the 
students with an opportunity to explore 
other careers.

He said the success of the VHS 
tournament shows there is a need for 
other non-region competitions.

“There is a definite need for more 
tournaments. I hope we can continue 
this because many of the debators need 
more experience,” he said.

VHS Football Banquet
T ».1

laosta High football
banquet will be held Monday Feb. 1 at 
Valdosta High School. Dinner will be 
served at 7 p.m. with the awards 
portion of the evening to immediately 
followe in the Little Theatre 
Auditorium.

This year’s speaker will be Valdosta 
State head football coach Mike Cavan 
who has coached at VSC for two years 
and gave Blazer fans two winning 
seasons, the first in VSC history.



VHS Interact Club Dancmg
By Leslie Hiers

All young dancers of the Valdosta 
High School Interact Club and their 
partners had an opportunity to appear 
on “Amercian Bandstand” in Los 
Angeles, Calif.

Interact sponsored an ARRIVE

Six Flags Party
“I promise not to drink or use other 

drugs while driving, or ride with a 
driver under the influence. I promise to 
wear my safety belt at all times. I 
promise to support activities free of 
alcohol and other drugs. ’ ’

This simple pledge is the cornerstone 
of Arrive Alive Georgia, an organiza­
tion whose leading force is the teenage 
community which makes up its mem­
bership. On Saturday, February 13th, 
Arrive Alive and Georgia Public.Tele­
vision combine efforts to increase
awareness of that pledge to the teenage 
population of Georgia.

The Arrive Alive Valentine’s T.V. 
Party, broadcast live on GPTV from 
Six Flags Over Georgia, from 8 p.m. to 
10 p.m., is a unique outreach project. 
The goal is clear ----- to have no
teenage deaths related to alcohol or 
other drugs this school year.

To achieve that goal, Arrive Alive 
has intensified its membership cam­
paign; to date, over 135 Georgia high 
schools have chapters, boasting over 
500,000 teenagers who have signed the 
Arrive Alive Pledge in Georgia alone.

The speical GPTV broadcast is 
scheduled to occur simultaneously with 
many high school Valentine’s Day 
dances held across the state. Many of 
those dances will take on a new twist.

This year...the music will be pro­
vided from the GPTV broadcast, so 
each high school dance really becomes 
a “group event/viewing” of the televi­
sion program.

And what music there will be! The 
headliner group, Native, is a five-piece 
straight ahead rock’n’roll band. 
Featuring vocalist Debbie Davis, 
Native has been performing for over 
five years throughout the Southeast in 
such cities as Atlanta, Nashville, Palm 

i Beach and Birmingham. Much to its 
delight, Native has recently signed a 
recording contract with Clive Davis of 
Arista Records, the man responsible 
for bringing both Whitney Houston and

I Bruce Springsteen to audiences 
i worldwide.

I The live music will be augmented by 
music videos and records, and it will 
all be tied together by Domino- the 
new evening DJ from Power 99 ( 99.7 
FM in Atlanta). Domino will also be 
one of the judges of the dance contest, 
another unique aspect of the project.

Arrive Alive chapters acrross the 
state are sending dance couples to Six 
Flags. The judges will select the 
winning couple that evening and award 
them the grand prize...a trip to Los 
Angeles and an appearance on Ameri­
can Bandstand.

To heighten interest in the teenage 
viewing audience, several prize 
drawings will be held throughout the 
evening. Students who have sent in 
postcards will have a chance to win 
concert tickets as well as a “mat­
ching” grand prize---- a trip to Los 
Angeles and an American Bandstand 
appearance.

In addition to all this, Rich’s will 
present a fashion show spotlighting 
what’s hot this Spring in teen fashion 
trends. The telecast will also feature a 
comedy improvisation group pro­
vocatively called “Elive Has Left the 
Building,” whose sketches will em­
phasize the real message of the , 
program---- say Yes to Life and Yes ’ 
to Your Future, don’t drink and drive ’ 
or ride with a drinking driver. 1

ALIVE DANCE CONTEST at 7:30 p.m. 
in the VHS gym January 28,1988.

The winners of this contest will 
compete at the state level, broadcast 
LIVE from Six Flags over Georgia, 
February 13. The winning couple at 
state receives a trip to Los Angeles and 
an appearance on “American 
Bandstand,” scheduled for March 
25-27.

Also, any student from VHS may 
address a postcard to ARRIVE ALIVE 
including his or her name, address, 
and phone number.

During the two-hour live broadcast 
from Six Flags, post cards will be 
drawn for various prizes, one of which 
is also a trip to Los Angeles and an 
appearance on “Amercian 
Bandstand.”

Further details concerning both the 
local and state contests are available 
at Valdosta High School.

Suwannee Pulls
Out Tight Match
Against V aldosta

By MIKE COLOMBO
Times Sports Editor

If Valdosta had been gambling in­
stead of wrestling Thursday night, 
snake eyes would have definitely come 
up more times than boxcars.

Valdosta fell to Suwannee High here 
last night 33-28 in a match that could 
have easily gone the other way.

“It’s been a long day,” said Valdosta 
head coach Jim Landrum. “At times, 
we didn’t wrestle very well at all. We 
gave away matches at 103 and 119, and 
we got pinned. Like I’ve always said, in 
a match of this caliber, you just can’t 
afford to give up pins. ”

The 103-pound match set the tone for 
the rest of the match. Valdosta’s Steve 
Peterman was wiping up the mat with 
Bulldog Willie Ford, jumping out to a 
13-2 advantage. But Ford reversed 
Peterman and pinned him.

Valdosta tied the match at 6-6 when 
Carlos Moore pinned his opponent, but 
at 119 VHS’ Truett Wakefield saw a 6-1 
lead evaporate and he, too, was pinned.

The Wildcats then lost the next five . 
weight classes by decisions, five losses 
with only a combined margin of 11 
points.

Justin Bridges fell 8-7 at 125, Jeff 
McLeod (135) lost 8-6, and Shawn 
Smith (140) fell 3-1.

VHS News
Compiled, Written By VHS Students

MIS Wrestling
ATLANTA The Valdosta

From Staff Reports

Suwannee 33, Valdosta 28
103 — Ford (S) pinned Peterman. 112 — Moore (V) 

pinned Crane. 119 - Langston (S) pinned Wakefield. 125 
- Smith (S) dec. Bridges. 130 - Clayton (S) dec. 
Finland. 135 - Croft (S) dec. McLeod. 140 - Hillhouse 
(S) dec. Smith. 145 — Mueller (V) dec. Haynes. 152 — 
Bell (S) pinned O'Dell. HO — R. Moorman (V) pinned 
Howard. 171 — A. Moorman (V) pinned Brown. 189 — 
Gwin (S) pinned Smith. HWT — Hancock (V) pinned 
Jones. ________________

Wildcats tuned up for this week’s 
Area Wrestling Tournament by win­
ning two out of three matches here 
Saturday night.

The ’Cats defeated Sprayberry 
46-27, Etowah 39-24 but lost to 
McEachern 39-36.

For Valdosta, in the 103 weight

27-10.
Brothers Ryan Moorfrian (160) and 

Ashley Moorman (171) then put the 
’Cats back into the match by earning 
first-quarter pins to make it 27-22.

But Valdosta’s Steve Smith couldn’t 
hold off Suwannee’s Kenny Gwin and 
the Bulldogs sealed the win with a 33-22 
lead with only one match left.

Wildcat heavyweight Will Hancock 
ended the match by pinning 
Suwannee’s Marcus Jones to account 
for the final 33-28 score.

“Mueller did a good job and beat a 
tough kid,” said Landrum. “Both 
Moorman boys were terrific. Will 
Hancock’s young but came in and did a 
good job for us.”

Hancock and David O’Dell at 152 are 
likely to become permanent fixtures in 
the VHS varsity lineup. O’Dell will 
replace Maurice Dean who quit the 
team yesterday, and Shaun Eilders 
won’t be back at heavyweight because 
of a knee injury.

“Maurice really let us down,” said 
Landrum. “He just decided to quit 
right before a big tournament. That’s 
quite a shot to take.”

Valdosta, 6-3, will travel to the 
Southwest Invitational in Macon 
starting tonight and finishing Saturday 
night.

class, Steve Petermann won all three
of his matches. Justin Bridges was 
two-of-three in the 125. Chuck Bonner 
two-of-three in the 130 and Jeff 
McCloud won all three of his matches 
in the 140 division.

Maurece Dean won two-of-three in 
the 152, Derrick Phillips won all three 
in the 160 including two pins, Ashley 
Moorman picked up two wins in the 
171 and Steve Smith had two wins in 
the 189.

Brian Mueller (145) collected the 
Wildcats’ first win of the night with an 
8-0 decision, but a pin at 152 set 
Valdosta back and the Wildcats trailed

—Times Staff Photo by Paul Leavy

Valdosta^s Justin Bridges Fights For Control









Lowndes* hikings Start 
Season-End Stretch 

verv agressive on defense and I m sure mm
------------------ — leader Westover visits Valdosta, Tif- , - will come right after us.

By ANTHONY DASHER 
Times SportsWriter

With less than a month remaining 
until the Region 1-AAAA tournament, 
every game is a critical one for the 
Lowndes High School Vikings and 
Vikettes.

The Vikettes, despite their 7-7 overall 
mark, are 5-1 in region play while the 
Vikings are 9-6 and 3-3. Both teams will 
be looking to improve those marks 
when the Dougherty Trojans invade 
the Lowndes gym Friday night. Action 
begins with the girls’ game at 7 p.m.

In other games, Region 1-AAAA

tarea plays at Valwood, Irwin County 
at Cook, Bacon County at Berrien 
County, Clinch County at Lanier 
County, Echols County at Atkinson 
County, Lafayette at Hamilton County, 
Westwood at Georgia Christian, 
Wakulla at Madison County, Open 
Bible at Victory and Brooks County
travels to Lee County.

“This is a very critical part of the 
season to say the least and this game 
against Dougherty is a very important 
one,’’ said Viking coach Terry Wilkes. 
“It’s hard to win on the road, so it’s 
crucial we win at home.

“We were fortunate to pick up a road 
win at Valdosta, but it’s a must that we

they will come right after us.
“This game will go a long way 

towards telling how we stack up. We 
had Westover beaten by 12 or 13 points 
midway through the 3rd period and let 
it get away. We had Monroe down by 18 
and let them come back on us. I think 
we’ve showed we can play with the 
good teams, but I’m tired of just being 
able to play with them. I want to start 
beating them.”

The Vikings have been sparked of 
late by some great play by the front 
line, particularly Israel Brown and the 
Lucas brothers, Arney and Marvin.

Against Valdosta, these three ef­
fectively kept the ’Cats off the boards.

“With their full-court press, they will 
be able to dictate the tempo of the 
game a little bit,” said Wilkes. When 
Doughertv runs the press, they know 
you will have to use your quickness or 
either try to move the ball down the 
court by making good passes and if you 
turn the ball over you’re playing right 
into their hands.

“We’ve seen pressure before. 
Against Thomasville they tried it one 
time but we moved the ball right down 
the . court using some crisp passes 
scored and we never saw it the rest of 
the night. Sometimes we handle it and 
sometimes we don’t. We’ll just have to 
see” .

*^4g&^

“In the first half we >^ked *srT11 “ 
have at anytime this year, sai

®'S9-s 

12 rebounds, Arney Lucas had 19 an

it can.

,y Paul Leavy«y rauiLeavy,. ,. ,;.,:.....

take care of our business at home. 
We’ve already lost to Westover at 
home so we need to start making those 
home games count as wins. We’re 3-3 
right now and a win over Dougherty 
would put us over .500 in the region and 
give us a big boost.”

Dougherty enters the game with an 
overall mark of 9-6, 5-3 in Region 
1-AAAA while the Lady Trojans are 
3-10 and 3-5.

Tuesday night, the Trojans fell to 
Westover by a 74-64 score while the 
Lady Trojans lost 64-57.

“Dougherty is very quick, runs a 
zone press and uses a lot of man-to­
man defenses,” said Wilkes said. 
“They have tremendous leapers, are

ffbetterlob and gave them only 

°n™J°VikK t0 continue to 
.J such Sy against Dougherty who 
will try toPuse its quickness as much a

Vikings’ Darren Broome Proceeds To Pin Valdosta’s Steve Smith To The Mat In Wrestling Action Last Night 
1/2>T a 2s- _Peterman And Broome Unbeatable

By MIKE COLOMBO
Times Sports Editor

As time for the area wrestling 
tournament draws near, two local 
wrestlers who appear to be peaking are 
Lowndes’ Darren Broome and Valdos­
ta’s Steve Peterman.

Broome, at 189 pounds, won the 
Hardaway Invitational as did VHS 
103-pounder Peterman a sophomore. 
When Lowndes and Valdosta clashed 
Thursday night at the Lowndes gym, 
Peterman and Wildcats took a 45-27 
win over the Vikings.

Broome, however, ended the match 
on a positive note for Lowndes, pinning 
Valdosta’s Steve Smith. Valdosta

forfeited the heavyweight class while 
sickness caused Lowndes head coach 
Newnan Sanchez to forfeit at 112 and 
171.

“Darren has really worked hard at 
his wrestling,” said Sanchez. “He 
works hard on his conditoning and is 
always working out. He’s really de­
dicated himself and it looks like it’s 
paying off.”

While Broome gave Viking fans 
something to cheer about at the end of 
the match, it was Peterman who got 
the Wildcats off on the right foot.

Peterman remained unbeaten at 103 
by pinning Lowndes’ Doug Stewart in 
just 39 seconds. Valdosta’s Ashley 
Fann drew a forfeit at 112 and Truett 
Wakefield pinned Viking Brandon

Powell as VHS jumped out to an 18-0 
lead.

At 125, Lowndes’ Lee Hendricks had 
a slim lead over Justin Bridges, but 
Bridges managed to gain a reversal 
and score back points in the final 
second to win 13-11.

Valdosta’s Jason Finland then 
pinned Bryan Rice and Valdosta led 
33-0 after Chuck Bonner pinned Brett 
Jones.

“We felt like we had a chance to win 
at 125, and 135, but it just didn’t happen 
for us,” said Sanchez.

The first Viking win came at 140 
where Bobby Bramlett decisioned Jeff 
McLeod 8-5. Lowndes followed with two 
more wins as Jimmy Hiers pinned 
Jason Griffin at 145 and Billy Swords

earned a 16-1 technical pin over David 
O’Dell, but Valdosta still led 33-15.

Valdosta’s Derrick Phillips pinned 
Viking Justin Jones at 160 to make it 
45-15 before Broome won and Miller 
took his forfeit at heavyweight to 
account for the final 45-27 tally.

“I think all the kids wrestled real 
hard,” said Valdosta head man Jim 
Landrum. Both Newnan and I have 
real young teams, but the kids did real 
well.”

Valdosta 45, Lowndes 27
103 — Peterman (V) pinned Stewart. 112 — Fann (V) 

won by forfeit. 119 — Wakefield (V) pinned Powell. 125 
— Bridges (V) decisioned Hendricks. 130 — Finland (V) 
pinned Rice. 135 — Bonner (V) pinned Jones. 140 — 
Bramlett (L) decisioned McLeod. 145 — Hiers (L) pinned 
Griffin. 152 — Swords (L) pinned O'Dell. 160 — Phillips 
(V) pinned Jones. 171 — Moorman (V) won by forfeit. 
189 — Broome (L) pinned Smith. HWT. — Miller (L) won 
by forfeit.



V aldosta
Falls To
Patriots

By STAN GRUBB 
Times Sports Writer_____________

Georgia’s third-ranked team, the 
Westover Patriots, invaded Valdosta 
High and came away with their 18th 
consecutive win Friday night.

Westover stopped the Valdosta 
Wildcats 65-44 in a Region 1-AAAA 
clash. The Lady Wildcats suffered the 
same fate as they fell to the Lady 
Patriots 61-36.

Westover (65)- Tinch 19, Whitaker 15, Ward 9, 
Wingfield 6, Ford 4, Studdard 4, Lee 4, Ragsdale 2, 
Anderson 2. n

Valdosta (44)— Williams 15, King 12, Phillips 8, 
Campbell 3, Manning 2, Moore 2, Lynn2.
Westover....................................................... 13 1* 23 10-M
Valdosta........................................................ 1® 9 H 14 — 44

Records — Westover 18 0,9-0; Valdosta 4-10,0-8.
Next Game —Tift at Valdosta (Tuesday)

(Girls)
Westover (61)— Brett 22, Brown 10, Green 8, Williams 

8, Sweat 6, Jenkins 3, Thomas 2, White 2.
Valdosta (36)— Phillips 9, Dennis 8, Anderson 4, 

Plummer 4, Schlesner 4, Twine 2, Larry 2, Manning 2, 
Braswell 1.
Westover.......................................................12 17 16 11 — 61
Valdosta........................................................12 8 12 4 — 36

Records—Westover 4 14,3-6, Valdosta 3-11,2-6.
Next Game-Tift at Valdosta (Tuesday)

The loss drops the Wildcats’ record 
to 4-10 overall and 0-8 in region play. 
The Lady ’Cats fall to 3-11 with a 
region mark of 2-6.

For Willie Boston’s region-leading 
Patriots, this marked the first time in 
three years that the Patriots managed 
to stretch their winning streak to 18, 
after having it stopped at 17 Qie past 
three seasons.

The Patriots were able to use their 
powerful rebounding prowess along 
with a very intimidating running 
game, giving them their 9th win in 
region play.

Miller’s Wildcats found themselves 
on the short end of a 32-19 score at 
intermission, after holding the Patriots 
to a season low 13 points in the opening 
period.

‘‘Tonight was simply a situation 
where the overall talent came back to 
haunt us,” said Valdosta head coach 
John Miller. “The effort was really 
tremendous, but the points simply did 
not come.”

According to Westover head man 
Willie Boston, he was very pleased 
about extending the winning steak, but 
most of all getting the all-important 
region win.

“The winning streak is one thing, but 
the region contests are the most 
important,” said Boston. “Our team 
has played very well thus far this 
season. I just hope we do not become 
complacent or overconfident, because

the season is far from over.”
The bottom seemed to fall out for the 

’Cats in the final two stanzas. The 
Patriots began building leads behind a 
smothering defense that caused four 
early Wildcat turnovers — all of which 
led to Westover buckets.

Led by the 19-point production of 
center Reginald Tinch and the 15 points 
of forward Eric Whitaker, Boston’s 
Patriots battled through the Wildcat 
defense, posting leads of 14 and 16 
points throughout the second half of 
play. Of course, a 23-point third period 
helped Westover as well.

The Wildcats were led by 6-foot-5 
forward Vincent Williams. Williams 
scored 15 points, 9 rebounds, and had 
two blocked shots. Williams’ teammate 
Jason King pumped in 12 points on the 
night.

In the girls’ contest, the Lady 
Wildcats were simply unable to sustain 
any true scoring threats throughout the 
entire evening, as the Lady Patriots 
were delivering from inside and out­
side.

The Lady ’Cats, only trailing 17-12 
after the opening period, were held to 
single digits in two of the final three 
periods. That in itself was Valdosta’s 
undoing.

The Lady Partriots built a 34-20 lead 
at intermission thanks to seven Lady 
Wildcat miscues. The main gun for the 
Lady Patriots was guard Shannon 
Brett. Brett scored 22 total points, 12 of 
which came in the second period.

The Lady ’Cats were led in scoring 
by junior Swandolyn Phillips. Phillips 
pumped in 9 points on the night, while 
teammate Laura Dennis added 8.



Breeze
Performs
At VHS

t^l /-3o^_ 
Times Staff Report 

When Valdosta High School students 
went to band class Thursday many did 
not expect to hear a class assignment 
put to music.

Students were treated to a perfor­
mance of the United States Navy band, 
“Sea Breeze,” and the music was 
anything but taps.

Instead the band rocked the high 
school for an hour playing pop hits by 
George Harrison, Billy Idol, Foreigner 
and Joe Cocker.

The six-member band played guitar, 
saxophone, trombone and drums for 
students as part of its tour on the way 
to North Florida.

Navy recruiter Bob E. Toole ar­
ranged for the Navy performance at 
VHS. The group performed at Valwood 
Wednesday before gracing the stage at 
VHS and will head to North Florida 
and their home in Orlando in a few 
days.

The band usually performs their 
music for Navy dances, recruitment 
ceremonies and an occasional funeral. 
That’s when the trumpeteer’s eerie 
song of taps fills the air.

But until then, when the band can, it 
performs for the public.

And for the day, the class assign­
ment was to sit up, pay attention, and 
enjoy.

Rows of heads bobbed as vocalist 
Tim Ornato delivered a throaty rendi­
tion of Joe Cocker’s “Unchain My 
Heart.”

Eliciting squeals from the audience, 
the band turned up George Harrison’s 
“I Got My Mind Set On You.” Singer 
Bing Waldon danced into the center of 
the floor singing to student Tawanna 
Wilson. Then he dropped a bundle of 
roses in her lap.

As the group broke into Tommy 
James’ “Mony, Mony,” recently re­
leased again by Billy Idol, the crowd’s 
steady applause grew louder.

“We didn’t expect this at all,” 
Simone Allen, 15, said. “A Navy band 
came one year and it wasn’t like this. ’ ’

When the band instructor informed 
his class they would be hearing another 
Navy band performance, students

—Times Staff Photo by Paul Leavy

Chris “Hawk” Hawkins wails on a saxophone solo.

expected an orchestra and plenty of 
brass

When electric guitars and amplifiers 
were plugged in, the smiles spread 
quickly.

“We came in here expecting an 
orchestra, not a band,” she said. Miss 
Allen joined singer Paul Mauro on the 
stage before the band closed its show 
with the rythm and blues classic

‘Gimme Some Lovin’. ’’
Christopher Hawkins played a 

gleaming golden saxophone after don­
ning black Ray Bans as Brian 
Freeman, who also plays bass, blew 
his trumpet to the tune.

Mauro also played trumpet as well 
as singing. Mike Whitaker played the 
keyboards and synthesizer, Anthony 
Miller played the horns and Ornato 
played bass, drums and trombone.

“This band is like musical chairs,” 
Mauro said, after the audience rose to 
its feet in a standing ovation. “They 
play everything.”

The band visited Pierce and Bacon 
Counties before coming to Valdosta, 
and will tour North Florida before 
heading home to Orlando.



By STAN GRUBB 
Times Sports Writer

* —Times Staff Photo by Paul Leavy

Lonnie And Swandolyn Phillips Keep Basketball A Family Affair At Valdosta High
'VDT /-3J-W

rother Sister Combo A Hit At VHS

For Swandolyn and Lonnie Phillips, 
sports has been a way of life. Not just 
from a personal aspect, but family 
oriented as well.

From their mother and father and 
right on down the line, the Phillips 
household has been influenced by the 
sportsworld in one facet or another.

Both Swandolyn and Lonnie attend 
Valdosta High School and are mem­
bers of their respective basketball 
squads.

Swandolyn, a 6-0 junior, roams the 
baseline for Susan Montogomery’s 
Lady Wildcat team, holding down the 
strong forward posistion.

Lonnie, in his senior season as a 
member of John Miller’s Wildcat team, 
anchors the pivot position at 6-4.

According to both Swandolyn and 
Lonnie, their intrest in the sport of 
basketball was simply handed down 
through the years.

“Basketball is a sport that we simply 
grew up playing,” said Swandolyn. “In 
general, I would say our basketball 
roots particularly stem from from our 
mother’s intrest in the sport. It has 
been an ongoing process for us. It’s a 
sport that I have found to be the one I 
most enjoy playing.”

“To be honest, basketball was truely 
a sport that I felt that I had no chance 
of getting to play,” said Lonnie. “When 
I was younger this sport was some­
thing I enjoyed playing, but just wasn’t 
really excelling in it to make it 
worthwhile. But as I began to grow and 
learn certain facets of the game, it 
became more enjoyable.”

According to both Swandolyn and 
Lonnie, being members of such an 
athletically inclined family meant not

V

only as a player, but as a person as 
well.

“At times it has been a blessing in 
disguise in many ways. On one hand, 
having family members that are famil­
iar with the sport in which you preform 
is important, but having members of 
your family that are always concerned 
about you as a person and your attitude 
towards others is something that can’t 
be measured,” said Swandolyn.

“No question, my family has played 
a major role in my playing basketball 
to begin with,” said Lonnie. “For me, 
my father has been the backbone for 
the things I have been able to ac­
complish in basketball. Whether it was 
lifting weights or simply learning the 
game, he was there. As for the overall 
family aspect, the encouragment has 
been simply tremendous.”

Swandolyn, now in her second season 
with the Lady ’Cats, has been enjoying 
a fine year. Swandolyn is the leading 
rebounder on the team averaging over 
10 rebounds per contest, while scoring 
an average of close to 10 points as well.

Swandolyn had to sit out her sopho­
more season due to a knee injury 
suffered late in her freshman year.

In his third year with the Wildcats, 
Lonnie has been the leading window 
man for the ’Cats averaging over 12 
rebounds per game and close to 8
points per game.

In the midst of disappointing 
seasons, both Swandolyn and Lonnie 
expressed thoughts concerning their 
teams preformance as well as personal 
observations concerning their status as. 
basketball players.

“By no means is our team enjoying a 
great season, but by the same token 
the progress is being made,” said 
Swandolyn. “Coach Montgomery is 
simply good for this team. She is a 
very smart coach and seems to know

what it is going to take from her 
players as well as the overall team 
concept to be successful at Valdosta. 
She always finds the time for her 
players and is very direct in her 
actions on the court.”

According to Swandolyn, coach 
Montgomery has been the focal point 
behind the success she has enjoyed at 
Valdosta.

“Surrounding all sports, I have 
always had an attitude problem for 
some reason. But because of coach* 
Montgomery’s personal approach and * 
her basic idea of individualism in a 
team sport has been a major influ­
ence,” said Swandolyn. “Thanks to 
coach Montgomery, I have been able to 
cope with this problem and hold my 
intrest in the sport, as well as being a 
better person.” '

“Well, when I arrived on the varsity 
squad two year’s ago, the talk centered 
around the lack of winning basketball 
clubs at Valdosta. The team’s 
approach was simply that we had not 
one thing to do with those seasons. But 
we did have something to say about the 
future,” said Lonnie. “As the years 
have rolled past, as a member of the 
Wildcat squad, one thing has remained 
the same and that is a strong desire to 
keep getting better. From that stand­
point, that is exactly what has occured, 
although the overall records would 
lead someone ta believe otherwise. ”

“As an individual player I have just 
tried to give it my best every time I 
played. This is not an individual sport, 
but I take special pride in playing to 
the best of my ability in every 
contest.”

Even though Swandolyn and Lonnie 
have and are enjoying the sport of 
basketball, each expressed1 certain 
intrests after their playing days are
finished at Valdosta High.
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VHS Players Honored 
At Awards Banquet
By MIKE COLOMBO- was a shoe-in as the team’s best
Times Sports Editor

MBO was a shoe-in as the team’s best

The little guys came home with some 
impressive hardware after the annual 
VHS football awards banquet held at 
the school Monday night.

Senior quarterback B.J. Mason, who 
led his team to a 12-1 record and a 
Region 1-AAAA title, was named the 
most valuable offensive player. Mason 
stands close to 5-foot-8, 160 pounds. The 
quarterback also won the Howard 
Bridges Memorial Scholastic Award as 
the top scholar-athlete on the squad.

The most valuable defensive player 
went to 165-pound secondary man 
Reginald Dandy, who was one of the 
team’s tackling leaders and a 
dangerous punt return man as well. 
Dandy was also named the best 
defensive back.

Following Valdosta State College 
head coach Mike Cavan’s address, it 
was fitting that these youngsters be so 
honored.

(
Cavan spoke on what legendary 
Notre Dame coach Knute Rockne 
looked for in a football player. Rockne 
said the keys were brains, depen­
dability, ambition, positive thinking 
and a willingness to work.
Mason and Dandy certainly 

epitomized those qualities during their 
tenure at Valdosta High.

As expected, junior running back 
James Roberts was named the team’s 
best runningback. Roberts rushed for 
over 1,000 yards during the season and 
was the Region 1-AAAA offensive 
player of the year.

Seniors Andy Anderson and Cor- 
onzoa Greene won the best offensive 
and best defensive lineman awards 
Parade-All-American Charles Steward

receiver.
Senior linebacker Beau Laskey won 

the linebacker award and placekicker 
Todd Peterson won the special teams 
award. Peterson led the region in 
scoring after the regular season and 
kicked a 47-yard field goal to beat rival 
Lowndes 10-7.

Jack Morgan won the Mark Stevens 
Memorial Sportsmanship Award, and 
Eric Toth won the Julian Lefiles 
Memorial Spirit of Wildcats Award.

Center David Hazelhurst took home 
the Dynamite Goodloe Memorial Most 
Improved trophy, and Scott Barton and 
Todd Pitchford was named the most 
loyal ’Cats.

Two Super Skinner awards were 
given out — Kenny Rose won it on the 
defensive side of the ball while Chris 
Chachere won it on offense.

Valdosta’s seniors were all re­
cognized: Timmy Holmes, Charles 
Steward, Will Troutman, Todd 
Peterson, Demetricus Waters, Keith 
Henry, B.J Mason, Eric Toth, Reginald 
Dandy, Steve French, Bernard Hitson, 
Carlos Coleman, Dwayne Bullard, 
Bobby Brooks, Beau Laskey, Jack 
Morgan, Todd Pitchford, Andy An­
derson, Kenneth Berrian, Wade 
Lindsey, Coronzoa Greene, Scott 
Barton, and manager Shad Burroughs.

The Valdosta Junior High coaches 
and VHS coaches and wives were 
recognized for their input into the 
season.

In a touchdown club meeting after 
the awards, it was motioned that Sandy 
Atkins would be club president next 
season, relieving Bud Hatcher after 
two straight terms.

The program itself was dedicated to 
Jon “Chicken Man” Burch.

%25e2%2580%25a2gcu.gr
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’Cats Drop Pair
To Tift County
Rv STAN CRITRR re5??FUnl_ , ___By STAN GRUBB
Times Sports Writer

Tift County’s Tony Ross nailed a 
13-foot jumper at the buzzer as the 
Blue Devils defeated the Valdosta 
Wildcats in a Region 1-AAAA thriller 
last night at Valdosta High School, 
61-59.

The Valdosta Lady Wildcats suffered 
the same fate as they fell to the Lady 
Devils 55-53 in a game that went to the 
wire.

The loss was a bitter pill to swallow 
for Wildcat head man John Miller, who 
saw his team blow several leads.

“This is a real tough one,” said 
't. “I guess you could say it was a 

.u,er of just not closing the books. We 
had our opportunities to put it away, 
but didn’t get it done.”

The Blue Devils managed to 
overcome a 53-46 deficit in the final 
period. The Devils scored a total of 13 
points in the final 2:03.

Trailing 37-34 at the intermission, the 
Wildcats looked as if they were going 
to let the Devils have their way. Tift 
County opened the third period by 
scoring the first five points opening up 
a 42-34 advantage.

Led by senior Gary Campbell, Mill­
er’s crew started clawing its way back, 
outscoring Tift 13-2 during the run. 
Campbell was the team’s scoring 
leader combining for 16 points, three of 
which were of the 3-point variety, while 
dishing out four assists.

Five-foot-ten guard Spencer Iverson 
16-5 center Vincent Williams scored 
points in the contest and combined 

10 points in the third period as 
Valdosta helped itself to a 47-45 lead 
entering the final period of play.

Valdosta led by five, 53-48, with 3:49

With 2:03 to play, Tift began making 
its comeback. After a basket by 
Campbell, Tift swiped the basketball 
from Valdosta on two consecutive 
possessions, trimming the margin to 
four at 55-51 with 1:45 left.

Valdosta did not find the Tift County 
press to its liking and coughed the ball 
up twice more, resulting in a 55-55 tie 
with : 50 seconds left.

After a James Manning free-throw 
gave Valdosta a slim 56-55 lead, Foster 
sank a running jumper in the lane as 
the Devils went back on top 57-56 with 
:39 seconds left.

Tift once again came up with a loose 
ball and converted it into points, as 
Elijah Jones sank a pair of free throws 
with :21 seconds to play putting the 
Devils out in front by three at 59-56.

But with only seven ticks on the 
clock, Manning drilled a long ranged 
3-point bomb knotting the score at 
59-59.

But Ross had the game winner.
“I am so proud of our guys. It’s 

tough to lose like this,” said Miller. We 
played well enough to win, but didn’t 
protect the lead very well.”

Susan Montgomery’s Lady ’Cats 
came from 12 points down in the final 
period, despite a 29 percent perfor­
mance from the charity stripe, before 
bowing to the Lady Blue Devils.

Trailing 49-37 entering the final 
period of play, Montgomery’s team 
combined an aggressive defense with 
timely scoring to climb their way back 
into the game.

Valerie Plummer, who led VHS with 
19 points, and Cassandra Twine with 
18, helped narrow the gap to 53-46 with 
1:55 remaining in the contest.

Twine converted on a 3-point play to 
make it 55-53 with : 34 seconds left.

—Times Staff Photo by Paul Leavy

4 '9Cat Spencer Iverson Drives Through The Middle
A last second shot by Ashley 

Schleusner was off the mark.
“With the region tourney just around 

the corner, I’m glad to see our effort at 
this level,” said Montgomery. “We just 
need to learn to get after the basketball 
more. Taking some chances and trying 
to make things happen is a key for this 
team.”

(Boys)
Tift County (61)— Foster 16, Williams 15, Colvin 10, 

Ross 6, Jones 5, Merritt 4, Watson 2, McCant 2, Thomas 1.

Valdosta (59)— Campbell 16, S. Iverson 10, Williams 
10, Manning 9, Butler 8, King 4, Phillips 2.
Tift Co.... 
Valdosta.

.15 22 8 16-61 

.10 24 13 12-59
Records— Valdosta 411,6-9; Tift County 4 12,2-7. 
Next Game— Valdosta at Dougherty (Friday).

(Girls)
Tift County (55)— Burns 19, Rutland 15, Vickers 8, 

Howard 7, DeShazer 4, Uhl 2.
Valdosta (53)— Valerie Plummer 19, Twine 18, 

Phillips 11, Anderson 4, Schleusner 1.
Tift Co. .. 
Valdosta.

.14 22

.16 9
Records- Valdosta 3 13,2-7.
Next Game— Valdosta at Dougherty (Friday).

13
12 16-53

Valdosta Drops ^Pajj; To Coffee County

From Staff Reports

(Boys)
Valdosta (53) — S Iverson 2, Manning 20, Phillips 8, 

Campbell 6, S. I verson 2, Butler 5, Moore 2, Williams 6.
Coffee (72) — Bidwell 1, Hough 6, Murphy 12, Bussey 8, 

Edmondson 16, James 10. Ingram 5, Mitchell 4.

In Local High School Action

DOUGLAS — The Valdosta Wildcats 
ill to Coffee County 72-53 here Satur­

day night in a non-region contest.
Coffee jumped out to a 19-14 lead 

after one quarter and led 34-28 at the 
half. After that it was all Coffee as the 
Trojans outscored Valdosta 38-26 in the 
last two periods of play.

James Manning was the only Wildcat 
in double figrues with 20 points. Lonnie 
Phillips followed with eight, while 
Gary Campbell and Vincent Williams 
had six each.

The Lady Trojans rolled by Valdosta 
78-53. Valerie Plummer finished with 
23 points and Swandolyn Phillips 
finished with 14.

The ’Cats travel to Colquitt on | 
Tuesday.

Valdosta...................... 14 14 13 12 — 53
Coffee............................................................19 15 19 19-72

Record —Valdosta 4 12.
Next Game — Tuesday at Colquittt.

(Girls)
Valdosta (53) — Plummer 23, Phillips 14, Twine 2, 

Dennis 3, Schleusner 6, Manning 5.
Coffee County (78) — Braswell 4, Carter 26, McFadden 

14, Paulk 14, McClellan 7, Meriweather 2, Chaney 2, 
Peterson 1, Bennett 2, Tucker 2, Lott 2, Faulkner 2.
Valdosta.
Coffee.....

Record

.......... 10 12 17
......... 24 11 17
Valdosta

14-53
27-78

313/
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The Valdosta Daily Times, Wed., Feb. 10, 1988

Wildcats Defeat Packers’
Capturing First Region Win

From Staff Reports

MOULTRIE - The Valdosta 
Wildcats captured their first Region 
1-AAAA of the season by defeating the 
Colquitt County Packers 60-59 Tuesday 
night.

The Lady Packers defeated the Lady 
’Cats 63-53 in the opening contest.

According to Wildcat head coach 
John Miller this win was sweet.

“We’ve been through some tough 
times to say the least. But this team 
never quit and came up big winners 
tonight,” said Miller. “For our team, 
this game has been a long time coming 
and now we have the monkey off our 
back.”

The key play of the night for the 
’Cats came with just :52 seconds 
showing on the clock as Valdosta’s 
Spencer Iverson hit a free throw to 
culminate a 3-point play, giving the 
’Cats a 60-59 lead. Valdosta held off 
Colquitt in the final seconds.

Freshman Michael Moore led the 
Wildcats in scoring as well as re­
bounds. Moore tallied 19 points and had 
over 12 boards.

“Moore was very impressive to­
night,” said Miller. “He really played 
an exceptional game and came up with 
some key plays throughout the contest. 
He simply did a terrific job. ’ ’

Wildcat guard Gary Campbell also 
pumped in 12 points for Miller’s team.

In the girls’ game, Montgomery’s 
team could only come up with 16 total 
first half points, but scored 37 in the

second half.
The Lady ’Cats were led in scoring 

by Valerie Plummer. Plummer scored 
12 points while Ashley Schleusner 
added 11 and Swandolyn Phillips 10.

Valdosta will try to make it Region 
1-AAAA win No. 2 when it travels to 
Albany tonight to take on Dougherty.

This game was rescheduled because 
of the ice in Albany last Friday night.

(Boys)
Valdosta (60) — Manning 8, Campbell 12, S. Iverson 13, 

Moore 19, Williams6.
Colquitt County (59) — Sumner 12, Mannsfield 14, 

Ackson 8, Grose 4, Roberts 4, Henry 2, Williams 8, Martin
6, Lewis 1. 
Valdosta... 
Colquitt....

. 9 21 12 18-60 
.16 10 20 13 — 59

Records— Valdosta 5-12,1-9.
Next Game—Valdosta at Dougherty (Tonight).

(Girls)
Valdosta (53) — Plummer 12, Anderson 8, Phillips 10, 

Twine 2, Dennis8, Schleusner 11, Braswell 2.
Colquitt Co. (63) — Poole 17, Yearby 13, Johnson 13,

VHS Loses A Pair
From Staff Reports

.8 8 12 25-53 
,13 20 19 11 — 63

Williams 16, Hall 1, Troup 1, Lampley 2.
Valdosta.......................................................
Colquitt.........................................................

Records— Valdosta 3 14,2-9.

ALBANY— Both Valdosta squads 
fell to defeat at the hands of Dougherty 
in a Region 1-AAAA clash Wednesday 
night. John Miller’s ’Cats lost by the 
score of 80-60, while Susan 
Montgomery’s Lady ’Cats were beaten 
52-48.

The loss drops the Wildcats’ record 
to 5-13 overall and the Lady ’Cats are 
now 3-15 on the year.

Miller’s team was led by 6-foot-5 
forward Vincent Williams. Williams 
pumped 10 points in the contest and 
had 11 rebounds.

Senior guard Gary Campbell chipped 
in with 9 points, while teammate 
Spencer Iverson scored 6.

After a relatively close first half, the 
Trojans proceeded to take control of 
the contest scoring 21 points in the 
third period while holding Miller’s

team to just 10 points.
In the girls’ contest, Montgomery’s 

troops came up a little bit short led by 
the 15-point performances by Valerie 
Plummer and Swandolyn Phillips.

Laura Dennis chipped in with 8 
points in the game, but the Lady ’Cats 
simply cpuld not overtake the Lady 
Trojans.

Valdosta host Monroe Friday night. 
It will be VHS’ last home game.

(Boys)
Valdosta (60)— J. Iverson 2, Williams 10, Hart 3, 

Campbell 9, King 4, Phillips 5, S. I verson 6, Lynn 2.
Dougherty (80)— McLoyd 2, Davis 18, Carter 17, Irvin 

20, Hall 12, Merritt 10, T. Davis 1.
Valdosta...
Dougherty.

.17 13 10 20- 60
.25 15 21 19- 80

Records - Valdosta 5-13,1 10; Dougherty 13 8,7 4.
Next Game — Monroe at Valdosta (Friday).

(Girls)
Valdosta (48) — Plummer 15, Phillips 

Dennis 6, Schelusner 4.
Dougherty (52) — 

Jefferson 10, Martin 5. 
Valdosta........................ 
Dougherty.....................

Smith 13, Smith

15 , Twine 6,

17, Cheek 7,

....11

.14 16
Records — Valdosta 3-15,2 9; Dougherty 4 14,4 7

16 9 12-48
6 16-52

Gamecocks Hoping Steward’s 
Good Fortunes Will Continue 
By MIKE COLOMBO (/J) 
Times Sports Editor

If tight end Charles Steward can do for the University of 
South Carolina what he did for the Valdosta High Wildcats, 
the Gamecocks will enjoy peace and prosperity for four 
years.

Steward, who signed with South Carolina Thursday night, 
can boast that under his tenure at VHS, the Wildcats 
amassed a 51-4 record as well as two state and national 
titles.

A four-year starter, Steward caught the first pass of the 
1984-1985 season and the last past of the 1987-1988 season. 
And there’s a whole lot more in between.

“What can I say about Charles Steward?” said VHS head 
coach Nick Hyder. “We were 51-4 while he was here. We 
miss him already. He had a hand in all those wins along with 
a foot and a shoulder.”

The 6-4, 225-pound senior was a captain for Valdosta last 
year. He was a Parade All-American, a member of the 
Georgia All-State team, a member of the All-Region 1-AAAA 
team, as well as a member of The Times' All-Area team. He 
has also been unanimously selected to participate in the 
Georgia North-South All-Star game scheduled for Athens 
this spring.

“We are excited about what Charles can do for our 
program,” said South Carolina recruiter Frank Orgel.

“I feel real good about going to South Carolina,” said 
Steward. “I think I can do something there like I did at 
Valdosta and it’s a chance to get a good education.”

The Gamecocks will keep Steward at the tight end position 
because his overall blocking ability complements a great 
pair of hands.

“Tight end is what I played in high school and I enjoyed it. 
I think I can help the team there,” said Steward.

Steward said he intends to major in Business Administra­
tion, and said he will do his best to keep his priorities 
straight.

“I know in college I’ll have more responsibilities with 
academics. Academics come before anything.”

During his senior season, Steward caught 20 passes for 250 
yards and six touchdowns. Steward had a better statistical 
year as a junior when he caught 37 passes for 498 yards and 
10 scores.

Steward is also an excellent punter. He was the All-Region 
first team punter, averaging 36.9 yards per kick.

Staff Photo By Mike Colombo

Charles Steward Makes It Official





Monroe Splits
^ith ^Valdosta
By STAN GRUBB - -------
Times Sports Writer

The Valdosta High School Lady ’Cats 
captured their first home victory this 
season by defeating the Lady 
Tornadoes from Monroe, 51-37, in a 
Region 1-AAAA battle Friday night at 
Valdosta. In the nightcap, the Monroe 
Tornadoes held off the pesky Valdosta 
Wildcats to win by the score of 61-52.

For both Valdosta coaches it was 
simply a case of mood swings and 
mistakes. One one hand, Susan 
Montgomery’s Lady ’Cats, much to her 
dismay, managed to squander an 
enormous 15-point halftime margin 
over the Lady Tornadoes, while John 
Miller’s ’Cats, after only trailing by 3 
at intermission, proceeded to turn the 
ball over three times with the 
Tornadoes scoring on each and every 
oportunity, widening the lead to 10 
points.

“This team simply has to learn to 
play with full intensity throughout an 
entire ballgame,” said Montgomery. 
“Tonight was an example of almost 
giving one away. I’m ecstatic about the 
victory, but this team can’t let up, we 
have to be more aggressive.”

“I was really overall proud of our 
teams effort on the night. We simply 
let them grab a healthy lead early 
after intermission, and it came back to 
haunt us,” said Miller. “We never gave 
Lip though, and kept plugging. I was 
’lad to see we didn’t fold our tents up 
vhen they took the wide lead.”

Led by the 15 point performance of 
’uard Gary Campbell, the ’Cats gave 
he Tornadoes all they wantd and then 
;ome.

Miller’s squad came out chomping at 
he bit, as they quickly dashed out to 
in early four-point lead. But as would 
ie the case on this night, Monroe 
eemed to have the answer for every 
Wildcat scoring onslaught.
After each was knotted up at 11-11 

fter one period, Monroe took a 30-27 
alftime lead courtesy of Reginald 
'aylor’s 7-point first half.
The first three minutes of the second

(Boys)
Monroe (61)- Taylor 16, C. Brown 12, W. Brown 11, 

Guest 6, Gilbert 5, Jones 5, Hutchinson 2, Sheppard 2, 
Branch 2.

Valdosta (55)- Campbell 15, Williams 8, Manning 7, 
King 7, Lynn 6, S. Iverson 4, Moore2, Phillips 2, Hart 1
Monroe.......................................................... 11 19 19 12 — 61
Valdosta........................................................u 16 12 13-52

Records— Valdosta 5 15,1 • 11
Next Game— Valdosta at Buchholz (Tonight).

(Girls)
Monroe (37)— Morrell 12, Clemons 8, Jackson 8, 

Thomas 6, Hargrove 3.
Valdosta (51)— Phillips 19, Schleusner 11, Twine 6, 

Dennis 6, Anderson 5, Plummer 4.
Monroe..........................................................n 4 18 4 — 37
Valdosta........................................................u 18 8 13_51

Records— Valdosta 4 15,3-9

half proved to be the ’Cats’ undoing as 
the Tornadoes quickly pumped in the 
first 7 points of the period, taking a 
commanding 10 point lead before 
Miller’s bunch sank their first second 
half bucket.

That would be the story the rest of 
the contest as the Tornadoes held the 
’Cats at bay, while Valdosta attempted 
a late fourth period rally that saw the 
’Cats pulling as close as 5 at 57-52 late.

“I’m just so happy to see this team 
showing a lot of character down the 
stretch,” said Miller. “We are 
basically working for the region 
tourney, and it’s good to see us playing 
hard.”

For Montgomery, the shoe was on 
the other foot. Montgomery saw her 
squad storm out to a 30-15 halftime 
advantage behind the 11 first half 
points of senior Swandolyn Phillips. 
Phillips was the game’s leading scorer 
with 19.

Guard Ashley Schleusner had a very 
good night, scoring 11 points and 3 
assists. Schleusner was the recipient of 
two coast-to-coast fast break layups, 
both coming from teammate Phillips.

The Lady ’Cats didn’t post a second 
half score until the 2:15 mark. By that 
time, they saw a once 30-15 lead cut to 
just a single digit at 30-29.

But when they had to stiffen, 
Montgomery’s team did just that. The 
Lady ’Cats simply toughened when 
they had to, only allowing the Lady 
Tornadoes just two scores in the last
minutes 
periods.

of the seocond and fourth
—Times Staff Photo by Bob Lupine)

Sissy Anderson And Valerie Plummer Battle Monroe Player For Loose Ball

VHS Finishes 17th 
In AAAA Tourney

Valdosta finished 17th in the Class 
AAAA wrestling tournament held this 
past weekend in Atlanta.

The Wildcats totalled 41 points and 
hid four wreslters finish fifth — Jeff 
McLeod , Ryan Moorman, Brian 
Mueller, and Steve Petermann.

Lowndes’ Bobby Bramlett and Dar­
ren Broome also finished fifth.

by Tom Watson’s 4-putt collapse, 
turned back Richard Zokol’s back-nine 
challenge and scored a one-stroke 
victory Sunday in the Hawaiian Open.

“That’s what we stand out there and 
beat balls for, what we practice for, 
what we work for,” Wadkins said. “It’s 
fun. That’s the fun of the whole thing. 
You get into the middle of it and it’s 
gut-check time. You’ve got to see if you 
can do it one more time.”

He did.

VHS And Buchholz Split
(Boys)

Valdosta (62)— Manning 15, King 21, Campbell 7, 
Phillips 2, $. Iverson 6, Moore 6, Hart 2, Lynn 1, WilliamsGAINESVILLE, FLA.- Valdosta 

split with Buchholz in basketball action 
played here Saturday night. Susan 
Montgomery’s Lady ’Cats won their 
second consecutive game by disposing 
of Buchholz 57-40, but John Miller’s 
Wildcats came up on the short end of a 
85-62 score.

Jason King and James Manning 
were the point leaders for the ’Cats. 
Manning pumped in 15 points, while 
King was the leading scorer with 21 
and yanked down 12 rebounds on the 
night.

“Jason turned in a fine performance 
for us tonight,” said Miller. “This 
game tonight wa his best all year. ”

In the girls’ contest, Montgomery’s 
team simply took hold of the situation 
and never let go.

After only allowing Buchholz to a

Buchholz (85)— Thomas 31, Gereeser 14, Peoples 14, 
Freeman 6, J. Reed 2, Brockington 13, T.Reed5.
Valdosta........................................................15 14 18 15-42
Buchholz.......................................................19 28 18 20 — 85

Records— Valdosta 5 15, Buchholz 21-5.
Next Game— Suwannee at Valdosta (Monday).

(Girls)
Valdosta (57)— Plummer 14, Anderson 2, Phillips 5, 

Twine 22, Dennis 2, Schleusner 10, Braswell 2.
Buchholz (40)— Brockington 28, Brost 2, Reichert 2, 

Webb 2, Hawkins 6.
Valdosta.........................................................14 u 14 13-57
Buchholz................................................................ 12 2 14 12 — 40

Records— Valdosta 5-15; Buchholz 5 15.

single basket in the second period, the 
Lady ’Cats scored 16 points in the 
period to take command.

Leading the way for Valdosta was 
Cassandra Twine. Twine scored 22 
points in the contest.

Valdosta finishes the regular season 
Monday night as they host Suwannee at 
home.



Valdosta Swept
By Suwannee
By STAN GRUBB
Times Sports Writer

Suwannee High School payed Valdos­
ta a visit Monday night in local 
basketball action and walked away 
victorious in both the boys’ and girls’ 
contest.

The Suwannee Bulldogs simply 
would not let the Wildcats breath, as 
they posted an impressive 67-46 win. In 
the girls’ game, the Lady Bulldogs 
from Suwannee posted double-digit 
leads on separate occasions in the 
ballgame, only to witness Susan 
Montgomery’s Lady ’Cats pick 
themselves up come storming back 
each time.

The Lady ’Cats had their chances, 
but saw each of them slip away as the 
clock began to fade. But on this night it 
would be the 28 percent free throw 
shooting that would haunt the Lady 
’Cats. Suwannee sneaked away with a 
46-44 win against Montgomery’s crew.

After several different periods of 
adjustments and timely scoring 
streaks, Montgomery’s team just 
couldn’t seem to shake what would be 
their worst nightmare on the evening 
and was to be free throws.

According to Montgomery, her 
squad’s poor execution in the crucial 
spots was the difference in the game.

“We had our chances and simply 
gave them all away,” said 
Montgomery. “We did not make our 
shots count, but more importantly 
tonight we did not play well down the 
stretch when the mental aspect of the 
game began to set in.”

Early on it looked as if it were going 
to a bad shooting night for the Lady 
’Cats as they only hit on l-of-8 field 
goals in the first five minutes of the 
contest.

Led by Cassandra Twine’s five point, 
five rebound first period, the Lady 
’Cats were only down by a basket at 
9-7. For the game, Twine and team­
mate Ashley Schleusner led the Lady 
’Cats with 12 points each.

As the Lady ’Cats stepped onto the 
floor to begin the second half of play, 
they were looking at a 26-20 deficit. 
Thanks much in part by the scoring of 
Suwannee’s Tonya Fowler. Fowler 
turned in the game’s top performance

with 27 points.
In the opening moments of the fourth 

period, Suwannee stretched its lead to 
39-28 before the Lady ’Cats began their 
march.

Valdosta proceeded to score the next 
ten points, taking the lead away from 
Suwannee 40-39 with 4:33 left in the 
third period on a layup by Schleusner.

Two possessions later, a Sissy An­
derson jumper in the lane tied the 
game at 43-43. But much to 
Montgomery’s dismay, the baskets 
quit falling the rest of the way. At this 
point, Valdosta was a mere 3-of-ll 
from the line and had a golden 
opportunity to take an advantage late. 
With Suwannee up 44-43, a foul and a 
technical on the Suwannee head coach
gave the Lady ’Cats four free throws 
with just under 1:00 left. But Valdosta 
sank only l-of-4 and saw 
Suwannee add a pair of late free 
throws to win it by two.

“Although we have never had any 
true leads this season to work with, 
tonight showed that we do not play well 
with a lead,” said Montgomery. “We 
just did not stay into the game 
mentally when we had to. At times we 
just started swaying away from what 
had gotten us back into the game, and 
the poor free throws simply killed us. ”

Valdosta did not find the boys’ 
contest to their liking at all. John 
Miller’s ’Cats simply did not have it, 
and Suwannee was simply clicking on 
all cylinders.

Led by Kevin Hicks’ 23 point perfor­
mance, the Bulldogs quickly raced out 
to a 22-8 lead after one period.

In the final 3:00 of both the second 
and third periods, Miller’s team was 
O-for-11 in the field goal department, 
missing on several long range bombs.

Jason King turned in another fine 
performance for Valdosta scoring 17 
points, and snagging 7 rebounds. But it 
would be far from enough on this nighty 
as Valdosta could only sink at total of 5 
field goal attempts in the final period 
before bowing to Suwannee.

“As of right now, this game i$ 
history,” said Miller. “Our team must 
now show its poise and dignity and 
come back to practice ready to play. I 
hope with the Region 1-AAAA tourney 
on the horizon that this team regroups 
and develops a high intensity level.”

—Times Staff Photo by Paul Leavy
Vincent Williams And Gary Campbell (21) Battle For Ball

(Bays)
Suwannee (67)- Hicks 20, Brown 12, Basserman 9, T. 

Brown 6, Washington 5, Herring 4, Ford 4, Williams 3, 
DePass 2, Barker 2.

Valdosta (46)- King 17, Campbell 12, Williams 6, 
Phillips 5, Moore 4, Manning 2.
Suwannee...................................................... 22 10 17 18 —67
Valdosta........................... 8 11 12 15-46

Records—Suwannee 19 4; Valdosta 5 16.
Next Game— Region 1AAAA Tourney in Moultrie 

(Thursday 9 p.m.)

(Girls)
Suwannee (46)— Fowler 27, Graham 6, Owens 6, Spencer 

5, Brown 2.
Valdosta (44)— Twine 12, Schleusner 12, Plummer 8, 

Anderson?, Phillips2, Dennis2,Manning 1.
Suwannee........................................................9 17 11 9 — 46
Valdosta...........................................................7 13 8 16-44

Records— Suwannee 10 10; Valdos<d5-16.
Next Game— Region 1 AAAA Tourney in Moultrie 

(Wednesday 9 p.m.)





From The
Classroom

Debaters Win Big 
At Competition
By Jay Connell

Valdosta High debaters won eight 
awards at West Georgia College last 
weekend.

Seniors Terry Snyder and Cindy 
Supp won the second place negative 
team award with a 4-1 won-loss record.

Snyder was eighth place speaker and 
Miss Supp was tenth place. On the 
affirmative, senior Holly Davis 
finished as second place speaker. Miss 
Davis teamed with senior Toby Baskin 
to win the sixth place team award.

The rest of the awards were in the 
division for first-year debaters. Soph­
omore John Casker and junior Marty 
Diamond had a 3-2 record and finished 
as the sixth place affirmative team. 
Freshman Tammy Crowe and sopho­
more Michelle Jones won sixth place 
negative team award. Miss Crows was 
sixth place negative speaker. Senior 
Barry Golivesky served as a judge 
during the two-day competition.

VHS News
Compiled, Written By VHS Students

The national high school debate topic 
for 1987-88 is Resolved: That the United 
States government should adopt a 
policy to increase political stability in 
Latin America. Under the topic VHS 
affirmative teams argued for an over­
throw of the current Cuban regime.

“This is the first tournament where 
every Valdosta debater has won an 
award. It is especially rewarding for 
our seniors because this was their last 
tournament. But for the juniors, soph­
omores, and freshmen the future looks 
bright,” said Frank Hjort, director of 
debate at VHS.

In other debate news, Valdosta High 
finished second in the Region 1-AAAA 
debates held January 20 in Tifton. 
Junior Jay Connell was named second 
place affirmative speaker.

Other VHS students competing in the 
region tournament were Kelly Shelton, 
Terry Snyder and Cindy Supp. Tift won 
first place in the three-round tourna­
ment. Other schools competing were 
Dougherty and Lowndes high schools.

Jaime Gagliardi, Shannon Harris, 
Kelly McBride, Deania Denmark and 
Sharon Patrick in opening and closing; 
Anna Field in prepared speech and 
Laura McMillan in job interview.

In the trade and industry competiton, 
Chad Burroughs won third in Practical 
Nursing. In art and drafting, Mike 
Harrell placed first. Chris Harrell also 
won first place in the area of air 
conditioning cooling and gasoline 
engine repair. In the division of 
bricklaying, Keith Gunter placed first. 
Dan Altman won a second place award 
in machine drafting, and Russell 
Melligan won first place in residential 
wiring. The first and second place 
winners will travel to Columbus in 
March to compete in the district 
competition.

New Equipment
VDY j-^-t*

The Foreign Language Club has 
bought a television, VCR and stand for 
the Foreign Language Department of 
Valdosta High, according to Club 
President Brooke Price.

“The members worked hard selling 
candy to raise the money for this 
project” reported Miss Price. “The 
Foreign Language faculty needed this 
equipment to show cultural and educa­
tional videos.”

Spanish teacher Elsie Nicholas said, 
“This is fantastico’! Now we can use 
our materials as they apply to what we 
are teaching rather than waiting for 
the equipment.”

Sponsor Patty Smitherman reports 
that member Nicole Coursen sold the 
most candy. “It was fun and I sold all 
of it in a week,” said Nicole.

The club has also purchased the 
Spanish movie version of a classic 
Spanish book for presentation during 
Foreign Language Week and for later 
use by the Spanish classes.

By Stephen Cain
The Valdosta High NJROTC held a 

Pancake Supper Saturday from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. The supper was held at the 
McDonalds on west Hill and will 
include all the pancakes you can eat.

The money raised at this event will 
help to pay for the costs of upcoming 
field trips. The unit will be attending 
field meets at Savannah State College 
and Florida A&M in the upcoming 
months.

VIC A Competition
By Laura McMillan________________ _

On Feb. 7, VICA students traveled to 
Colquitt County High School to com­
pete in the area VICA Skills Olympics. 
Valdosta placed first overall. In the 
leadership competitions, Valdosta won 
four first place awards. The first place 
winners were:

Kevin Breeden in extemporaneous 
speaking; Rusty Mace, Wendi Connell,

DECA Winners

Pancake Supper

Of the eighteen students which at­
tended the seventh district competition 
last weekend, all of the students 
qualified for state competition which 
will be held in Atlanta on March 18. 
The district competition was held in 
Savannah, Georgia, last weekend 
where the students competed in co- 
curricular contest with other students 
from the southwest Georgia area.

The students who qualified are: 
Catherine Kaiser, who won 1st place in 
the speech competition; Nick 
Tomlinson, who won 1st place in Job 
interview; Chris Griner, who won 1st 
place in marketing spelling­
vocabulary; Melanie Dennard, who 
won 3rd palce in general merchandis­
ing master employee level and Jeff 
Lanr, who won 2nd place in general 
merchandising supervisory level.

Also, Stephanie Culverhouse, who 
won 2nd place in apparel and ac­
cessories Master employee level; 
Paige Braswell, who won 1st place in 
apparel and accessories supervisory 
level; Susan Burns, who won 2nd place 
in advertising services; Kevin Griffis, 
who won 2nd place in vehicles and 
petroleum marketing; Kim Courson, 
who won 2nd place in food marketing 
master employee level and Len Davis, 
who won 1st place in food marketing 
supervisory level.

And, LeAnn Hendrix, who won 1st 
place in full service restaurant man­
agement; Kevin Glorious, who won 2nd 
place in quick serve restaurant man­
agement, Lynn Simmons, who won 2nd 
place in general marketing 
supervisory level ; Gina Hampton, who 
won 2nd place in the economics testing 
event; Toby Baskins, who won 1st 
place in the math testing event and 
Stephanie Gupton, who won 2nd place 
in hotel and motel management master 
employee level.
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SHANNONTAW 
Scholastic All-American 

eneral James JacksonChapier
AR Honors Students

The General James Jackson Chapter 
of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution honored American History 
Month essay winners.

The winning students, who wrote on 
their favorite patriots, were Crystal 
Starling and Kimberly Russell of 
Lowndes High School, Shannon Taw 
and Jason Bridges of Valdosta High 
School, Kern Autrey and Heather Epes 
of Valwood School. Winning seventh 
graders, Gretchen Marshall and Jef­
frey Chiu of Valwood, wrote on U.S. 
Constitution: Road to Ratification. Bill 
Herring, a LHS history teacher, was 
also honored with a certificate of 
appreciation.

Shannon is the 16-year-old daughter 
of Jimmy and Brenda Taw. She is a 
junior at VHS where she is batgirl for 
the baseball team, matgirl for the 
wrestling team, parliamentarian for 
the Student Council and a member of 
the Interact Club. She was named 
Scholastic All-American and Academic 
All-American for 1987 and 1988, and 
was listed in Who's Who in American 
High Schools. She was in the Spanish 
Honor Society in 1987 and named Best 
VHS history student in 1986. She wrote 
about Amelia Bloomer as her favorite 
American patriot.

Jason is the son of Jim and Joanna 
Bridges. He is a 16-year-old junior at

On Kennedys

Teacher
VHS where he is vice president of the 
Interact Club, secretary of the Junior 
Class, a member of the Key Club and 
the All Area football team, treasurer of 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
and a member of Student Council in 
1987, and captain of the freshman 
football team in 1986. He received a 
Governor’s Honors nomination in his­
tory, a United States Achievement 
Academy history award, and was 
named a Scholastic All-American this 
year. He wrote about the average 
American citizen as his favorite Amer­
ican patriot.

Mon., Feb. 22,1988

Reviewed

JASON BRIDGES 
Talented Athlete

The American Broadcasting Com­
pany has plans for a possible 
miniseries based upon the Kenned) 
and Fitzgerald families as portrayed 
by Doris Goodman in The Fitzgerald 
and Kennedy Family: An American 
Saga.

Sandra Connell, head of the media 
department at Valdosta High School, 
reviewed the possibilities in the book 
written by the former Harvard pro­
fessor. Mrs. Goodman, who taught 
government at Harvard, lives with her 
husband and family in Concord, Mass. 
According to Mrs. Connell, the author 
gained the confidence of the Kennedy 
family through her husband’s associa­
tion as the Kennedy lawyer for more 
than 25 years.

Mrs. Connell said book reviews, such 
as the one she gave for the Literary 
Guild, are an integral part of her work. 
She, too, enjoys writing and is pres­
ently working on a family history.

According to Mrs. Connell, The 
Fitzgerald and the Kennedy Family is 
divided into three parts. Each section 
is based upon a relationship or an 
association of relationships in the two 
families.

In the first section the author 
educates the reader about Rose Ken­
nedy’s father and the joining of the 
Kennedy with the Fitzgerald family. 
Although Rose Kennedy married 
Joseph Kennedy against her father’s 
wishes, it proved to be a successful 
union and would later be very influen­
tial in American politics.

Joseph Patrick Kennedy, Rose’s 
husband, is the subject of the second 
section of the book. Kennedy, the 
patriach of the Kennedy family,

SANDRACONNELL
Heads VHS Media Department 

masterminded the plan for the in­
troduction of the Irish Catholic influ­
ence in American politics. He was a 
successful entreprenuer acquiring a 
great deal of wealth during the course 
of his life. Joseph Kennedy served as 
ambassador to England, but the real

Kennedy influence on American poli­
tics came through their children.

The last section of the books dis­
cusses the “Golden Trio” of the 
Kennedy children: Joe Jr., John, and 
Kathleen. Although there were nine 
children, these three were the ones 
apparently singled out for opportunity. 
However, Kathleen never reached her 
full potential as she was killed in a 
plane crash when she was 28. Joe Jr., 
who was the oldest child, was or­
iginally tapped for the quest for the 
presidency of the United States. Unfor­
tunately, he was killed in a plane crash 
while flying a mission in World War II. 
John was the last of the “fair-haired”' 
children who finally accomplished the 
goal their father had outlined for them.

Verda Will Zant was chairman of the 
hostesses for the February meeting at 
the Valdosta Country Club. Other 
hostesses include Nadine O’Steen, 
Selma Witherington, Laura Lee 
Wisenbaker, Elizabeth Greneker, 
Frances Allen, Hazel Flatau, Irene 
Orlieb, Kathryn Holt, and Nettie C. 
Williams.

Among the guests at the meeting 
were Helen Wright and Mrs. Walter 
Martin.



LHS, VHS Announce 
-------  ----------------- -------------z home against Statesboro.
From Staff Reports

Valdosta High and Lowndes High 
have announced their respective foot­
ball schedules for the 1988 football 
season.

VHS opens at home with Camden 
County on September 2, followed by a 
Saturday game on Sept. 10 at home 
against Greene-Taliaferro.

On Sept. 16, Valdosta hosts Waycross 
and the night of Sept. 23 is the open 
date.

Valdosta’s first away game is on 
Sept. 30 against Northside-Warner 
Robins, followed by an Oct. 7 game at

On Friday Oct. 14, Valdosta travels 
to Bainbridge, followed by two more 
road games, at Colquitt County on Oct.
21 and Tift County on Oct. 28.

Valdosta plays host to Coffee at 
home on Nov. 4 and then ends the 
season against Lowndes High at home 
on Nov. 11.

The Wildcats are playing six at home 
and four away.

The Vikings also have six home dates 
and four road appearences as well.

Wilson’s Vikings open their season at 
home versus Warner Robins Sep­
tember 2. The Vikings next travel to 
Thomasville Sept. 9. Lowndes then

Schedules
plays its next three contests in the 
friendly confines of Martin Stadium 
starting with Hardaway Sept. 16, 
followed by Dodge Co. Sept. 23, and 
Camden Co. Sept. 30.

The final five games will be against 
Region 1-AAAA opponents.

Lowndes is at Coffee Co. October 7, 
then returns home Oct. 14 to host Tift 
Co. before taking a week off with an 
open date scheduled for Oct. 21.

The final home game for the Vikings 
will be Oct. 28 as Lowndes plays host to 
Colquitt Co. The Vikings round out the 
’88 season with road games on Nov. 4 
at Bainbridge, and Nov. 11 at Valdosta 
High.

—Times Staff Photo by Paul Leavy

STAR Student Jeffrey Lahr, Teacher Perry Baskin Take Closer Look At Spectrograph

Valdosta High STAR Students 
Share Honor 21 Years Apart
By AMY SWANN 
Times Staff Writer

In 1967, Valdosta High school senior 
Perry Baskin was named the VHS 
STAR Student.

He’s been back at the high school 
now since 1978 as a physics teacher and 
once again he’s a star.

This time, though, Baskin has been 
selected as the STAR Teacher by the 

< 1988 STAR Student Jeffrey Lahr. ’
“When he teaches us physics, he trys 

to teach us how to think logically 
instead of just memorizing,” Lahr 
said.

Baskin is just as complimentary of 
Lahr.

“It is a great honor to be selected as 
a STAR Student. I am real proud Jeff 
was selected,” Baskin said.

It is indeed an honor to be chosen as 
the STAR Student or Teacher of a high 
school.

Each year, the seniors with the 
highest Scholastic Aptitude Test score 
in an accredited high school who ^re in 

- the top 10 percent of their class are
chosen throughout the state to compete 
in the STAR Program.

In turn, the student chooses the 
teacher who has had the greatest 
impact on their academic career.

STAR, which stands for Student 
Teacher Achievement Recognition, has 
been sponosored locally by the Valdos­
ta Kiwanis Club since its inception 30 
years ago, according to club 
spokesman J.C. Funderburke.

The Business Council of Georgia

administers the program for the state 
of Georgia.

Lahr and Baskin were recognized by 
the Valdosta Kiwanis Club at their 
Feb. 19 meeting and will now attend 
the district banquet March 14 at 
Valdosta State College. If Lahr wins 
district competition, he will advance to 
the State STAR competition.

The state STAR winner receives a 
one week’s tour of Georgia.

“This activity recognizes academic 
achievement and professionalism in 
teaching,” Funderburke said.

Lahr is excited over winning the 
STAR status since he plans to attend 
Georgia Tech in the fall to major in 
industrial design.

“I hope this will help me get 
scholarship money,” Lahr said. Baskin 
said that is one of the most positive 
aspects of the STAR program.

“This opens doors for Jeff. Being 
named STAR Student makes it easier 
to get into more exclusive colleges and 
to get scholarship money,” he 
explained.

Baskin received two scholarships for 
his academic achievements having to 
turn one of them, from Georgia Tech, 
down.

Instead, Baskin stayed here to attend 
college earning his 4-year degree in 
physics and his masters in molecular 
physics from Valdosta State College.

He never intended to be a teacher in 
1967. It was just one of those things.

“Most STAR students don’t wind up 
being teachers,” Baskin said with a 
laugh.

But he added some people are born

to teach and after a stint as a 
community epidemiologist, he decided 
in 1978 to teach high school physics.

Lahr shares Baskin’s love of science 
and says his two favorite subjects are 
science and math.

Moving here from Missouri in 1985, 
Lahr said it took him a while to get use 
to rural south Georgia after having 
lived in much larger cities in the 
Midwest.

He’s never considered himself a 
bookworm or an egghead, and says he 
doesn’t enjoy work.

“I think I’m the opposite of the 
stereotype,” Lahr said.

He does like to learn and that has 
motivated him to do well in school. His 
interest in learning does make him an 
easy student to deal with. However, he 
prefers fishing, hunting, golf and 
basketball to homework.

“It is much easier to teach a student 
with a strong interest. You can go a lot 
further a lot faster,” said Baskin.

Baskin is not only proud of Lahr but 
is also pleased and honored to be 
selected as the STAR teacher.

He remembers having to select a 
teacher when he was STAR student.

“I chose my math teacher Francis 
Worstall ... She was a very good 
teacher and I felt like it would mean a 
lot to her,” he said.

“The STAR program is a big asset to 
education. It gives a teacher recogni­
tion that hasn’t had any, and usually, 
it’s a decent teacher chosen,” Baskin 
said.

Baskin should know. After all, he’s 
had a two-STAR career.



A NEW MULTI-IMAGE SHOW!
SCIENCE AND MATH — IT’S WORTH IT! IS A FASCINATING 8V2-MINUTE 

SHOW THAT DESCRIBES HOW SOME OF THE FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS OF SCIENCE 
AND MATHEMATICS ARE APPLIED IN EVERYDAY LIFE AND IN TODAY'S HIGH-TECH 
ARMY. THE COMPUTER PROGRAMMED SHOW USES SIX PROJECTORS AND THREE 
SCREENS TO TELL YOU HOW A KNOWLEDGE OF GEOMETRY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS, 
OR MATH CAN BE A STEPPING STONE TO A CAREER IN ENGINEERING, DESIGN, TRANS­
PORTATION, ELECTRONICS, OR MEDICINE, TO NAME A FEW. SOME OF THE ARMY 
SKILLS MENTIONED INCLUDE COMPUTER SPECIALIST, FIELD ARTILLERY CREWMAN, 
VIDEO TECHNICIAN, AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER, AND CARTOGRAPHER. THESE ARE 
SOME OF THE FIELDS IN WHICH SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS PLAY A MAJOR ROLE.

A SPECIAL TWO-MINUTE FEATURE TITLED WE WERE THERE, SET TO STIRRING MUSIC 
AND FEATURING A BRIEF PICTORIAL OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORY OF THE ARMY, CON­
CLUDES THE PRESENTATION. •

APPEARING AT VALDOSTA HIGH SCHOOL

ON FEBRUARY 24, 1988

COURTESY OF YOUR LOCAL RECRUITER

SSG RONALD E. BROWN
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988 ’Cats 
Coming 
Together
By MIKE COLOMBO
Times Sports Editor_______________

With the graduation of All-American 
tight end Charles Steward and receiver 
Bernard Hitson, the Valdosta High 
coaching staff has been looking long 
and hard for nimble receivers and 
hard-hitting tight ends.

Receiver coach Bob Bolton thinks he 
has found some candidates for the 
positions during spring football 
practice.

At wide out, Bolton said he was 
impressed with the work of Kelly 
Dawsey as well as Keith Beal, and 
Shannon Myers.

“I would say Dawsey has been a 
surprise for us,” said Bolton. “He 
doesn’t have tremendous size (5-10, 
165) but he’s got good speed. All these 
guys have potential and have worked 
really hard,” said Bolton.

Catching notice at tight end are Lee 
Thomas and Mickey McSwain. Both 
played sparingly behind Steward last 
season.

“Both look good and that’s going to 
be a competitive situation,” said 
Bolton. It’s unusual for us to be so close 
there, but that’s good for the team”.

Unfortunately for Valdosta, Steward 
was also a first-class punter and 
placekicker Todd Peterson will also be 
gone come fall.

Joe Wright is a leading candidate for 
the punter spot and defensive end 
Coleman Rudolph and Dow Drury have 
show some skill at kicking the ball 
through the uprights.

The Wildcat staff made a defensive 
move that has left linebacker coach 
Charles Tarpley one man short and 
defensive coordinator and secondary 
coach Jack Rudolph one man 
wealthier. _________

VHS Student
Wins Awards

Deann Dasher, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bobby Dasher of Valdosta, has 
been selected as a United States 
national award winner in leadership by 
the U.S. Achievement Academy.

Deann attends Valdosta High School.

VHS Banquet Honors
Basketball 
l/DT 3-/^^

From Staff Reports

Valdosta High school honored its 
basketball players for a job well done 
as the Wildcats held their annual 
basketball banquet and awards cere­
mony Monday night at the high school.

For the varsity ’Cats, Gary Campbell 
walked away with the Most Valuable 
and Best Defensive player award.

Senior Kevin Elliott was awarded the 
Wildcat Spirit Trophy as well as a 
trophy for having the highest 
scholastic average on the team. John 
Iverson won the trophy for Most 
Hustle, Jason King Most Improved, 
James Manning the Best Free Throw 
Percentage and Best Offensive, Vin­
cent Williams Best Rebounder, and 
Lonnie Phillips the Sportsmanship

Linebacker Carlo Butler has been 
moved to safety largely because of his 
speed and tackling ability. In the 
secondary, Butler will join Jason 
Bridges, Kenny Rose, and Chris Hart. 
Rose and Hart saw extensive playing 
time last year despite not being 
designated as starters. Bridges returns 
as a starter.

Coleman Rudolph and Fred Henton 
have returned at the defensive end 
spots but Tarpley said he was also 
pleased with Maurice Dean and Craig 
Johnson. The squad is young and 
Tarpley is excited.

“I think we’re going to be able to 
really rush the quarterback,” said 
Tarpley. “Coleman and Henton of 
course are back but Dean and Johnson 
are looking good too.”

Of that group, Rudolph is the elder 
statesmen. He will be a senior next 
fall. ,

Anthony Williams returns at one of 
the linebacker spots, and Tarpley is 
still seeking some more linebackers. 
One young man who has been noticed 
is Bruce Daniels.

Coach Muddy Waters has lost just 
two defensive lineman, and should 
return noseguard Eric Fillmore and 
tackle Zabria Bell. Those expected to 
make an impact in the fall are George 
Copeland, Andre Hampton, Aundra 
Scruggs, M.J. Johnson, and Wille 
Simon.

With the likes of Isaac Ceaser and 
James Roberts at running back and 
Ben Hogan and Jason Nichols at 
quarterback, the offensive backfield is 
pretty well set. Offensive line coach 
Jerry Don Baker, however, will be 
minus three very good lineman come 
fall. .

Returning will be David Hazelhurst, 
Andy Rykard, Shaun Eilders, and 
Steve Smith. Matthew Butler could 
also play a key role in the fall along 
with Steve Adkins.

“Butler has played five different 
positions for us already,” said Baker.

Baker is also busy implementing new 
look among his lineman. New high 
school rules allow offensive lineman to 
extend the arms and push with the 
hands.

“I thought that would be easy to 
coach, but I was wrong,” said Baker. 
“They’re just so used to tucking those 
arms in.”

Players
Award, which was presented by the 
VHS Key Club.

For the Lady ’Cats Valerie Plummer 
won the Most Valuable and Best 
Offensive Player Award.

Swandolyn Phillips Wildcat Spirit, 
Vashti Manning Most Improved, Sissy 
Anderson Most Hustle, Best Defensive 
and the Sportsmanship Awards, 
Kanawha Braswell Best Scholastic 
Average and Cassandra Twine Best 
Rebounder.

For the B-Team boys, Darryl 
Roberson won Most Improved, Major 
Lynn and Spencer Iverson Best Of­
fensive and Chris Hart won Best 
Defensive.

Derrick Cotton won Most Improved 
for the Ninth Grade boys, Jed Dennard 
and Michael won Best Offensive and 
Corey Brazeal won Best Defensive.

Coffeyville College
From Staff Reports

Valdosta High cornerback Re­
ginaid Dandy has signed a letter of 
intent to play football with Coffeyville 
Community College in Coffeyville 
Kansas

Dandy was VHS’ leading tackler in 
the secondary last season and made 
The Times' all-area team as well as 
several other post-season teams.

A defensive captain last season foir 
VHS, Dandy was also a dangerous 
punt return specialist.

The Red Raiders are coached by 
Dick Foster and Skip Foster is the 
recruiting genius for the team.

“We think highly of the Valdosta 
program,” said Coach Foster. “They 
turn out some athletes there and we 
expect Reggie to come in here right 
now and contribute.”

While CCC may not be a household 
name in the Valdosta area, ’Cats fans 
should consider Dandy’s selection as 
a vote for the VHS system.

The Red Raider staff can only 
recruit 10 out-of-state players each 
year because of NCAA regulations.

Coffeyville has also seen some 
quality athletes come through its 
doors. Houston’s Mike Rozier played 
at the college as did Mel Grey of the 
New Orleans Saints.

REGINALD DANDY
The Red Raiders won the national 

junior college title in 1983 and has 
made it to the playoffs almost every 
year during Foster’s 13-year tenure 
with the school.

C-4 ®lje ^Inriba t&uiws-^lnum, Jackson

BRIEFING.^, :
From news services and staff

Valdosta’s Bazemore 
named to Hall of Fame
Dormer Valdosta High football coach Wright Baze- 
X more has been selected along with 13 other peo­
ple for induction into the National High School Sports 
Hall of Fame in Kansas City, Mo., this year. Bazemore, **^ir‘w^0 coached the Wildcats to 15 

■ Georgia championships and three 
mythical national championships 
in 28 seasons (1940-42 and

V 1946-71), retired in 1978 with a 
| 290-43-6 record. Three of the in­

ducted athletes announced today 
by the National Federation of State 

■ ^^ School Associations were for­
mer pro football players — quar­
terback Len Dawson of the Kan- 

Bazemore sas City Chiefs, flanker Elroy 
“Crazylegs” Hirsch of the LosAngeles Rams and 
fullback Jim Taylor of the Green Bay Packers. The 
other inducted athletes were Cliff Hagan, now the 
University of Kentucky athletic director and former 
star for the St. Louis Hawks of the NBA; Randy 
Matson, who won a silver medal in the shot put at 
the 1964 Olympics and a gold medal at the 1968 
Olympics, and Brutus Hamilton, an amateur track 
phenom of the early 1900s in Missouri and Olympic 
silver medal winner in the decathlon in 1920. Others 
selected for induction were high school coaches Au­
gust Bossu, Cleveland; Bob Jamieson, Greensboro, 
N.C.; Bob Siddens, Waterloo, Iowa; and Ralph 
Tasker, Hobbs, N.M. Also, contest officials Dan Gay­
lord, Birmingham, Ala., and Mel Otero, Albuquerque, 
N.M.; and athletic administrator John Youngblood, 
Arlington, Va.
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VHS Scrimmage
VC»T. /tA^^cA (Oj ^

Friday Night
By STAN GRUBB 
Times Sports Writer

The 1988 spring football campaign 
has been a success according to 
Wildcat head coach Nick Hyder. The 
Wildcats will close up shop Friday 
night at Cleveland Field with a split 
squad intrasquad scrimmage. A ninth 
grade scrimmage is scheduled for 6 
p.m., to be follow will be the varsity 
scrimmage set for 7 p.m.

Hyder feels that there have been 
some key changes in the Valdosta 
squad that will enhance the team’s 
play due in part to a dedicated effort on 
behalf of the younger players that are 
in the Wildcat spring camp.

According to Hyder, this season’s 
spring practice has pretty much gone 
true to form.

“That is exactly what our spring is 
built around — preparing the younger 
kids to make the move up to the varsity 
level,” said Hyder. “In this league it is 
simply imperative that this area be 
taken care of. Along the way, the 
veterans must show improvement and 
dedicate themselves to become better 
players and teammates.”

The Wildcats, although going 
through one their worst spring set­
backs due to ineligibility and injuries, 
have managed to make strong 
headway in the 1988 spring season.

The Wildcat running game, coached 
by Mike O’Brien, includes three top 
returning backs in James Roberts, 
Isaac Ceaser, and Lawrence Sharpe. 
Sharpe suffered an injury in the early 
part of spring has been unable to 
return this spring practice. But Rob­
erts and Ceaser have once again 
performed well.

“This spring the running game has 
gone very well, except for the dpeth 
factor,” said O’Brien, “due to injuries 
and other situations. Although we have 
some talented people in camp, the true 
depth is not there. Overall, except for 
backup spots, ithas gone very well.”

Complementing Roberts and Ceaser 
in the backfield are Carlos Parker. 
Parker has shown great athletic ability 
and the Wildcat staff is hoping for good 
things from Parker. Kendrick Pat­
terson has been outstanding according 
to Hyder. Patterson is returning from 
an ankle injury suffered in spring 
drills, but is to see action Friday.

Also having a good spring are 
Michael Simon, and Sugar Robinson. 
Greg Troutman, who is also a member 
of the running back corps, has been 
sidelined due to knee surgery.

Taking over the quarterback position 
will be Ben Hogan. Hogan has come 
through the ranks and paid his due, 
according to Hyder. Now it’s time for 
Hogan to produce the numbers.

According to O’Brien, Hogan has 
been impressive in his overall 
quarterback skills this spring.

“Ben has shown great leadership, 
and his ability to read the defense has 
improved 100 percent this spring,” said 
O’Brien.

Having an impressive spring cam­
paign as well are Jason Nichols and 
upcoming freshman standout Derrick 
Cotton.

Keith Beal and Wes Sullivan have 
been leading the way in the wide 
receiver department.

Backing up those two will be 
Shannon Myers and Dexter Dudley. 
The upcoming sophomores on the 
receiving corp will be Steve Jarmillio, 
Justin Bridges, Sam Hogan, Michael 
Simon, Scott Stewart, Reginald 
Bryant, and Robbie Williams. Accord­
ing to Hyder, freshman Kelly Dawsey 
has been the spring standout at 
wideout, showing excellent speed and 
quickness.

The Wildcat offensive line is blessed 
with three returnees in David 
Hazlehurst, Andy Rykard, and Shaun 
Eilders.

Looking to form backup roles are 
Steve Smith, Steve Adkins, and one of 
the most athletic offensive linemen, 
Matthew Butler, along with Will Han­
cock.

Also contributing on the line are 
Jared Johnson, Giles Godwin, Ron

Hasty, Jerad Howell, Matt Little, Mike 
Griffin, and Chad Meadows.

Sohomore reserves look to be Andre 
Zanders, Derrick Phillips, Bucky 
Allen, Keith Jones, and Tod Radish.

Hyder feels that the tight end spot 
will be a strong suit for the ’Cats. 
Battling for that position will be Lee 
Thomas, and Mickey McSwain. Ac­
cording to Hyder, he feels the ’Cats 
have a top one-two punch in those two 
talented players.

The Wildcat defensive line should 
prove to be very competitive according 
to defensive line coach Freddie 
Waters. Waters feels that with the 
nucleus he has, plus the total effort 
that his younger players are showing, 
the defensive line should prove to be 
very strong.

“The work ethic has been enormous 
on the defensive line,” said Waters. 
“I’ve been very pleased in not only the 
play of our returning linemen, but the 
progress made by the younger group.”

The ’Cat front is comprised of Zabria 
Bell, Andre Hampton, and George 
Copeland. Willie Simon, and Kevin 
Miller have also been impressive in 
spring drills.

Chad Walker, Ricky Thomas, Dexter 
Daniels, James Osbourne, Kevin Ma­
jor, Richard Thomas, and upcoming training area i» m uic vcij uapamc

freshman Willie Thomas have all had hands of head trainer Jim Burroughs,
good spring workouts. D.i^nnrtkc «rill hnvo ^q nnnArtnnihj in

According to ends and linebacker 
coach Charles Tarpley, the defensive 
end spot should be one of the best in. Jay Hollingsworth are the two upper
school’s history. classmen, while the newest member of

Coleman Rudolph heads the list on the staff will be James Payne.
the defensive end slot with Fredrick
Henton anchoring down the other side 
for the’Cats.

Backups that have had a good spring 
practice are Maurice Dean, and Craig 
Johnson, Brad Tarpley, and Marcus 
Moss.

The linebacker spot will be led by 
third year performer Anthony 
Williams. Along side Williams will be 
Bruce Daniels, Jon Davis, Eric 
Duncan, and Quin McCormick.

One of the biggest moves the ’Cats 
made this spring involves the second­
ary where standout linebacker Carlo 
Butler now will roam the secondary for 
the’Catsasasaftey.

Jason Bridges, saftey, will provide 
the senior stability to the secondary as 
the only returnee at that spot. The 
corners will be the domain of Chris 
Hart, and Kenny Rose. Secondary 
players making the move from the 
ninth grade are Steve Sanders, Reggie 
Mitchell, Dexter Mitchell, Kelly 
Holmes, Sam Lightsey, Eric Phillips, 
and Dustin Yost.

Hyder and his staff have placed 
careful consideration upon the Wildcat 
kicking game.

x “More intensity and importance has 
been stressed in this area,” said 
Hyder. “Every facet of the kicking 
game is simply too important.”

The kickoff duties have been placed 
upon the shoulders of Coleman 
Rudolph. Rudolph has excelled in this 
area and Hyder has been pleased with
his progress.

The placekicking chores have been 
handled by Quin McCormick, and Dow 
Drury.

Andy Rykard, and Carlos Parker 
have performed very wel in the
punting area for Valdosta.

Once again the Wildcat athletic 
training area is in the very capable

Burroughs will have the opportunity to 
have on his staff three very qualified
student trainers. Shane Burroughs, and

Landrum Will Be Missed By Many
_ . . . . . , . ’ I frnm Landrum wrestI admit when I first moved to

Valdosta almost one year ago, the 
prospect of covering high school 
wrestling didn’t exactly excite me.

Call it fear of the unknown, I don’t 
know. I just didn’t want to sound like 
an ignoramous in my stories.

But after watching Valdosta and 
Lowndes in a couple of matches, I 
finally began to catch on. By the time 
the Region 1-AAAA championships 
were over, I finally felt like I knew 
what I was writing about.

One thing I did find out, and I might 
add in a hurry, that Lowndes coach 
Newnan Sanchez and Valdosta coach 
James Landrum went out of their way 
in helping me, as well as my fellow 
sports writers, in any way they could.

Speaking of Landrum, Valdosta High 
School has lost a great coach, teacher 
and friend. Landrum has resigned to 
become a sales representative with

Times Sports 
Writer

Anthony, 
Dasher

Precision Shooting Equipment Incor­
porated, and will not return to the 
school next fall. VHS’s loss is Pre­
cision) k^L but ^9^^ will ^ take time to talk to each individual 
rmssed by the wrestling faithful at wrestier after each and every match. 
VHS.

Another thing I noticed watching 
high school wrestling, is that it’s a very 
intense sport whose competitors must

pull out enormous reserves, deep from 
inside, if they are to prevail.

Unlike football, where the entire
team must act as one, wrestlers, once 
on the mat, have nobody to help them 
but themselves.

The wrestling program at Valdosta 
High was Landrum’s baby. 12 years 
ago Landrum started up the program 
at Valdosta and molded it into one of 
the most competitive outfits in south 
Georgia and the state. The number of 
wrestlers the ’Cats send to state 
competition proves that.

But coach Landrum was more than a 
coach, he was a friend to his wrestlers. 
There never was a time when he didn’t

Be it to congratulate or console, 
Landrum was always there.

Landrum was, and is, as fine a 
wrestling technician as there is in the

state of Georgia. Landrum wrestled 
competitively, thus he was able to give 
hands on experience to his grapplers.

Landrum worked personaly with 
each wrestler, demonstrating each
move correctly, so to prevent injuries, 
and also to help his men get mentally 
ready for each match.

Landrum has built quite a wrestling 
tradition at Valdosta High School. I 
hope this excellence can continue.

We have excellent wrestling pro­
grams at Lowndes and Cook High 
School and it will be a shame if 
Valdosta High School can’t find a 
coach who is also a technician of the 
sport, to help the program continue to 
grow.

Not everyone can play football and 
basketball and the kids who go out for 
a sport as intense as wrestling, need an 
experienced hand to guide them.



Tarpley’s Wildcats
Lanier County and Madison County,

Have Holes To Fill
By MIKE COLOMBO
Times Sports Editor

Like a pilot of old, Valdosta High 
head baseball coach Charles Tarpley 
enters the 1988 season flying by the 
seat of his pants.

The 1988 Wildcats won’t be too 
familiar to the average fan. Only two 
starters are back after last season, 
B. J. Mason and pitcher Andy Rykard.

“Mason started the last two years for 
us at outfield and we’ve moved him to
shorstop, and Rykard played a little 
third base and pitched last year in 
three varsity games. No one else has 
even played in a varsity game,” said 
Tarpley.

“We’re going to start playing seniors 
and give them the opportunity to play, 
but even they will be inexperienced. ”

Valdosta will begin its season 4:30 
Tuesday afternoon at VSC’s Billy 
Grant Field in the Rebel Classic 
tournament hosted by Berrien County. 
The Wildcats will play the winner of

who square off at 4:30 Monday at 
Valdosta High’s baseball field.

Rykard is scheduled to start the 
contest and Brandon Pruette will be 
the relief man if necessary. Sean 
Cullen is listed as the No. 2 pitcher 
right now.

“We have no senior pitching 
whatsoever, so we’ll be young and 
inexperienced there as well,” said 
Tarpley.“ Pruette, Cullen and Adam 
Avila will really have to come through 
for us if we’re going to have any kind of
year.

“Our pitching will have to carry us 
because right now I don’t see that 
much hitting going on,” said Tarpley.

Tarpley is also concerned about the 
catching spot. Eric Toth and Bill Kirby 
caught last season. Kirby graduated 
and Toth has decided not to play 
baseball. That leaves Tarpley with 
David Cole and Jason Nichols, neither 
who have any varsity catching experi­
ence. Cole has been used primarily as 
an outfielder.

Avila will start at first base and Lee 
Thomas is expected to see some action 
there.

John Iverson and Ray Maples will 
play second base with Mason starting 
at short backed up by Cullen.

Chuck Moore or Anky Rykard will 
play at third. Moore has impressed 
Tarpley this spring, but injured an 
ankle last week.

Tarpley has his eyes on seven 
outfielders — Kevin Elliott, Greg 
Leong, Pablo Campa, and Bernard 
Hitson. Tarpley also expects Ben 
Hogan, Shannon Myers, and Jason 
Bridges to see some playing time.

Many of the ’Cats have been involved 
in spring, and that do has been a 
problem for Tarpley.

Wildcats fans will notice a differnce 
in the Region 1-AAAA Tournament this 
year. Instead of the 1 aganst 4, 2 
against 3 two-out-of-three series, the 
region tournament will be a double­
elimination four-team tournament at 
the site of the No. 1 team after the 
regular season.

Tarpley said this set up will make it 
hard for one great pitcher to win the 
tournament for his team.

“With it being double elimination, 
the number two and number three 
pitchers will become much more 
important,” said Tarpley.

According to Tarpley, the best teams 
on paper headed into the season are 
Tift County, Colquitt, and Monroe. 
Tarpley also warned the defending 
champion Westover should again be 
tough despite losing some good 
players.

“1 don’t thing there’s going to be one 
dominant team. It may come down to 
the last game to see who gets into the 
tournament,” said Tarpley.

“Our kids have worked hard. We’ll 
see what happens when it gets here. ”

After the Rebel Classic, VHS will 
host Cecil Barber’s Clinch County 
Panthers on Tuesday, March 22. That 
game will start at 4:30.

VHS 01^ Beat
Lowndes In Tennis

The Valdosta tennis team
went to 2-0 on the year with an 11-2 
whipping of Lowndes High here Tues­
day night.

Nancy Smith was the bright spot for 
Lowndes as she won her singles match 
6-0, 6-0 and Smith and Gina Cumby won
in doubles 6-1,6-0.

Singles winners for Valdosta were 
Shannon Harris, Margaret Anne 
Sineath, Josie Hatcher, Paige Stabell, 
Kelly Edwards, Honey Hatcher, Meg 
Raineym and Wynne Johnson. VHS 
doubles winners were Harris and
Stabell, Josies Hatcher and Honey 
Hatcher, and Edwars and Rainey.

Valdosta will host Westover, Monday 
April 4, at 3:30.

Valdostan Tops In Navy ROTC
By AMY SWANN 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High School senior Anne 
Clark has a simple philosophy when it 
comes to school work.

“If I’m going to take a class, I want 
to do the best I can do. If you don’t, 
then it’s boring,” Miss Clark said.

Perhaps that attitude is why Miss 
Clark was recently selected as the 
recipient of the Joe Guillian Award for 
the Top Academic Cadet for Naval 
Junior ROTC in the country.

She may have spent part of her last 
four years of high school studying the 
Navy, but her future will be looking 
toward the sky as an officer with the 
United States Air Force.

Miss Clark was recently notified that 
she had received an appointment to the 
Air Force Academy, in Colorado 
Springs, Colo.

She believes winning the Guillian 
Award improved her chances for the 
appointment.

winning the award was no small 
feat, when one considers she competed 
for the honor against the top cadets 
from over 230 NJROTC units in schools 
across the country.

According to Lt. Cmdr. Larry Cupp, 
director of the NJROTC program at 
VHS, Miss Clark was selectea for the

honor based on her SAT score, her 
grade point average and a resume 
detailing her honors and accomplish­
ments.

Cupp said he was confident Miss 
Clark would win the competition from 
the very beginning.

“When I submitted Anne’s name, I 
felt confident she was a winner. She’s 
always been a winner. I’m glad to see 
I’m right,” he said.

In addition to being the top cadet in 
the nation, the 17-year-old young 
woman is also the top of her unit at ____ ___ ___ ___ ______  —„____ ,
VHS serving as the commanding of- competing against more than 13,000 
ficer this year. .................................................. *

“I just oversee the unit,” she said.
She has moved up through the unit 

during her four years as a cadet and 
said she has grown through the experi­
ence.

“It takes a lot of time, but I enjoy it. 
JROTC has helped me a lot. It’s taught 
me leadership,” Miss Clark said. “I’ve 
learned as much in that as anything 
else.”

As a member of an Air Force family, 
Miss Clark has had many learning 
experiences living in many different 
locations around the world.

“I’ve grown up in the Air Force. I’ve 
lived all over the world, and it really 
broadened my thinking,” Miss Clark, 
who is the daughter of retired Col. 
Richard R. Clark and Jacqueline

Clark, said.
She and her family have lived in 

California, Virginia, South Carolina 
and Italy to name a few.

“We were in Italy three years. I’d go 
back yesterday if I had the chance,” 
she said.

Without a television during those 
years in Italy, she developed a love for 
reading she continues to enjoy.

Her favorite subjects though are 
science and math and her goal is to be
an engineer.

She ll be an Air Force engineer,

other top high school students from 
throughout the nation for the ap­
pointment. She is one of 1,400 students 
to receive an Air Force Academy 
appointment.

AI’ve always wanted to go to the Air 
Force Academy,” she said.

She has no reservations about com­
peting at the male-dominated 
academy.

“I think at the academy I’m going to 
be equal. I’m not trying to be a pilot. I 
will oe judged on my merit as an 
engineer,” shesaid.

As an engineer, she would like to 
work with aeronautical design and 
perhaps be an engineer for the space 
program.

She selected her career by examin­
ing what she enjoyed in school.

ANNE CLARK
“As an engineer, I won’t be caught in 

one field,” she said.
The attributes which led to her winning 
the Joe Guillian Award and being 
selected to the Air Force Academy 
should make her a top cadet once again 
as she begins her Air Force future.

“Anne is very mature, dedicated, 
extremely brilliant and inquisitive. 
Anything she begins, she finishes,” 
said Cupp.
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trick Carlson Displays One Of His Works

Message In Cartoons 
—----------------------------------------------- animals, particularly dragons and
By AMY SWANN
Times Staff Writer

The cartoon depicts a bottle of 
alcohol hitchhiking as a car zooms 
down a fictions highway.

Despite the funny-page look of the 
illustration, the message lettered 
across the drawing is deadly serious.

“Don’t Take A Drink For A Drive! ”
That poster drawn by Valdosta High 

School senior Patrick Carlson was the 
recent winner of a statewide Arrive 
Alive poster contest netting him a 
$1,000 college scholarship. Arrive Alive 
is an organization that encourages 
young people to avoid drinking and 
driving.

“I was shocked that I won,” said the 
18-year-old Carlson.

His winning the contest didn’t sur­
prise his art teacher, Anita Perdue, at 
all.

“I would think he could give Gary 
Larson, (creator of the “Far Side”), a 
run for his money any day,” Ms. 
Perdue said.

For Carlson drawing, especially 
cartoons, just comes naturally. He’s 
been doing both as long as he can 
remember.

“I’ve been drawing all my life. The 
earliest I remember drawing cartoons 
was when I was in junior high.

Carlson draws a variety of charac­
ters, but enjoys creating caricatures of

dogs.
“I don’t really like to draw people. 

It’s hard to draw bodies and trying to
get everything in proportion.

His style has hints of Jim Davis, the 
creator of “Garfield”, as Carlson likes 
to round out the features of his pen and 
ink pets.

“I like the rounded eyeballs that give 
them that cute look,” Carlson said.

He has been influenced by a number 
of cartoonists.

“I take little bits from each,” he 
said.

Ms. Perdue admits she was a bit 
apprehensive when she first realized 
that Carlson liked to cartoon, because 
many artists become stuck in a rut 
when they begin cartooning.

But Ms. Perdue said he is a 
multi-talented artist.

“I have not run across anything he 
can’t do well. Patrick just has a real 
good sense of artistic judgement,” she 
said.

Carlson does want to be a pro­
fessional artist and perhaps one day do 
his own books in the style of Berke 
Breathed’s “Bloom County.”

He hopes to one day attend art 
school, an expensive venture, but he’ll 
begin his college career with his 
scholarship winnings at Valdosta State 
College.

“I want to go to art school, but you 
know, I’m kind of short of funds,” he 
said with a laugh.

Now he’s content drawing for class 
and his friends.

“They’re always asking me to draw 
stuff for them,” he said about his 
friends.

He paints his cartoon menagerie on 
t-shirts and jeans for his closest 
buddies as a favor not for money.

“I don’t take pay; it’s just for fun,” 
he said.

Mistakes
Plague 
Wildcats

By MIKE COLOMBO
Times Sports Editor________________

Valdosta didn’tMOULTRIE
execute in the field and didn’t execute 
on the bases. VHS head coach Charles 
Tarpley, however, was ready to 
execute some of his players after the 
’Cats dropped a 5-2 decision to Colquitt
County here Monday afternoon.

The loss drops Valdosta to 3-4 overall 
and 0-1 in Region 1-AAAA play. 
Colquitt goes to 3-2, 1-0. VHS will play 
at Clinch County 4:30 Wednesday and 
will take on Monroe in Albany in 
another region game Friday at 4:30.

In other Region 1-AAAA openers 
Monday, Tift County dropped Lowndes 
3-2, and Westover beat Monroe 4-2.

”In the second and third innings, 
base-running errors took us out of the 
game,” said Tarpley. “We could have 
had them to sleep. I knew we weren’t 
going to hit the ball real well, but I 
thought this team would scratch its 
way to a couple of wins. What ticks me 
off is they’re not taking the coaching.”

Leading 2-0 going into the fifth, 
Valdosta saw the lead disappear. 
Shorstop Ben Wiggins led off with a 
triple against ’Cat starter Andy 
Rykard and he scored on a single.

Tarpley called a pitchout on the next 
Packer batter but VHS catcher David 
Cole didn’t see the sign. The result was 
a 2-run homer that put Colquitt ahead 
3-2.

Colquitt added two insurance runs in 
the sixth to account for the final 5-2 
score.

Valdosta should have scored more 
than two runs, squandering golden 
opportunities in the second and third 
innings.

In the Valdosta second, center fielder

Valdosta.............................................................ooq 200 o— 2
Colquitt............................................................. qoo 032 x— 5

E — Mason, Thomas, Brock, Merritt 2. DP — Colquitt 1 
LOB — Valdosta 10, Colquitt 4. 2B — Mason, McCranie, 
Brock. 3B — Wiggins. HR — Jenkins. SB — Iverson. S — 
Thomas, Campa, Merritt.

Valdosta ab r h bi Colquitt ab r h bi
Iverson 2b 2 0 0 1 Ponder cf 3 111
Moore 3b 4 0 10 Jenkins rf 3 112
Mason ss 3 0 10 McCranie If 3 0 10
Rykardp 3 0 0 0 McAlpine 3 0 10
Hitson cf 4 0 10 Brock lb 3 0 10
Thomas lb 2 110 Wilson pr 0 10 0
Colec 3 110 Whatley dh 3 111
Campa rf 2 0 0 0 Wilgginsss-p 3 110
Cullen dh 10 0 0 Goff 3b ss 3 0 10
Elliott rf 0 0 0 0 Merritt 2b 2 0 0 0
Totals............. ...... 24 2 5 1 B Buckner 3b 0 0 0 0

Totals................ ...24 S 1 4

Bernard Hitson opened with a single 
and reached third when Lee Thomas 
made it to first on an error.

But then disaster struck. David Cole 
struck out and on the pitch Thomas 
tried to steal second. He came in 
standing up and overran the bag to be 
tagged out. On the play, Hitson was 
supposed to break for home, but failed 
to do so and Pablo Campa grounded 
out to end the inning.

In the third, Valdosta had the bases 
loaded with no outs. Sean Cullen was 
thrown out trying to score from third 
on a passed ball that advanced both 
John Iverson and Chuck Moore. Mason 
then walked to reload the bases, but a 
strikeout and a pop-up ended the inning 
with no runs scored.

Once again, Wildcat pitcher Rykard 
performed well in defeat, only to see 
his record fall to 1-2. Rykard scattered 
eight hits for five runs, struck out six 
and walked none. Chris Hart, 1-0, got 
the win for the Packers in relief, going 
two innings and allowing two hits, two 
walks, and striking out five.

Mason collected Valdosta’s only 
extra-base hit, and according to 
Tarpley was the only batter to really 
connect at the plate.

“I thought the game was in doubt all 
the way. We were just happy to win 
one,” said CCHS coach Jerry Croft. 
“We got the pitching we needed even 
though it looked ragged in spots. Chris 
Hart did an exceptional job. ”

Valdosta
IP H R ER BB SO

Rykard (L, 1-2) 
Colquitt

6 8 5 4 0 6

J Buckner 3 2 0 0 3 3
Wiggins 1 12 12 0
Hart (W, 1-0) 

WP —Rykard. PB
2 2 0 0 2 5

-McAlpin. T — 1:50. A — 75.
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Valdosta High Lists Students On Honor Roll
Vridky marcVi 2.5,^?^ ^ 07 .

Valdosta High School students mak­
ing the honor roll for the fourth six 
weeks included the following:

Ninth Grade — John Allen, Larry 
Allen, Kelli Bland, Perry Branch, 
Wendy Breitzman, Brandon Brooks, 
Mindee Butler, Lisa Carter, William 
Coleman, Ryan Collins, Ashley Con­
nell, Nancie Corley, Tamara Crowe, 
Pamela Daniels, Jennifer Davis, Troy 
Demont, Glaire Dempsey, Michelle 
Dewitt, Du Diesing, Meredith Fletcher, 
Elizabeth Foster, Nicholas Gonis, 
Jennifer Griffin, Ward Griffin, Stepha-. 
nie Hinton, Jill Hodges, Samuel Hogan, 
JJ Jack, Steven Jaramillo.

And Hanif Jenkisn, Amy Kilgard, 
Samuel Lightsey, Chassitty Loving, 
Amy Lowery, Donna Lowery, Richard 
Lowery, Vashti Manning, Tina McGee, 
Tiffany Minchew, Kenyarda Moore, 
Meredith Mosby, Christa Olson, Alfred 
Preston, Holly Rentschler, Steven 
Sanders, Marcus Scurry, Anna 
Smitherman, Teresa Sprolden, Lori 
Spurlock, Peter Taormina, Nathan 
Tart, Deepak Vasandani, Miriam
Vendemo, Melissa Wheeler, 
Wilder and Robert Williams.

Zac

10th Grade — J. Simone Allen, Dan 
Altman, Jeffery Ballentine, Robert 
Berrian, Linda Bines, Latesha 
Bradley, Latechia Brown, Linda 
Brown, Candy Browning, James Cof­
fman, Todd Coker, Katherine Coleman, 
Shawn Coursen, Jeremy Crowder, 
Sara Demott, Kelly Edwards, Sylvia 
Edwards, India Giuly, Alan Golivesky, 
Robin Golivesky, Jada Griffin, Sandra 
Harris, Cynthia Helms, James Inman, 
Barbara Ison, Jaret Johnson, Joseph 
Jones, Emily Josey, Nicky Legg, 
Kenneth Lester.

Also, Keith Lewis, Brian Long, Lisa 
Lovoll, Cristie Lowe, Helen Miller, 
Thomas Moser, Shelby Neece, Brenda 
Priddy, Margaret Rainey, Jamie 
Rainwater, Catherine Rowe, Angela 
Scott, Maria Smith, Meredith 
Stanaland, Lamont Stewart, Heather 
Strayhorn, Pamela Williams, Virginia 
Williams, Alfonza Willis, Jason Wood 
and Scott Youngblood.

VHS Pitcher Andy Rykard Slides Into Second Against Lanier During Rebel Class.c

11th Grade — Keith Beal, Michelle 
Bellew, Marchell Bembry, Gerald 
Bennett, Tanya Bennett, Amy Bowling, 
Jason Bridges, Tracy Burgsteiner, 
Tina Campbell, Edward Casteloes, 
Latrena Cody, David Coleman, James 
Connell, Meredith Coogan, Nicole 
Coursen, Tracy Cowart, Jennifer 
Crane, Julius Daniels, Deann Dasher, 
Melissa Demott, James Dewar, Kevin 
Dowling, Sandy Downs, Stephanie 
Drawdy.

And Beverly Edmondson, Amy 
Faircloth, Jill Gaertner, John Geier, 
Mona Gibbs, Susanne Grant, Wendy 
Griffin, Charles Harris, Leslie Hiers, 
Rachel Hill, Bennett Hogan, Donya 
Holmes, Yulanda Holmes, Pamela 
Hoover, Karen Jamieson, Michelle 
Jamieson, Roslyn Johnson, Stephanie 
Jones, Kim Kerins, Keri Kirby, 
Shannon Lancaster, Carlas Larry, 
Freda Lewis, Gina Marafino, Leslie 
McComb.

Also, James McDaniel, Darrin 
McLeod, Meredith McMillan, Mindi 
Miller, Darlene Mitchell, Monica Mor­
rissette, Margaret Mosby, Marilyn 
Moss, Tonya Nolan, Andre Norwood, 
Valenci Patterson, Tasha Quarterman, 
Jeffrey Register, Edna Roberts, 
Sophia Roberts, Tasha Roberts, Ken­
neth Rose, Hal Rowe, Coleman
Rudolph, Shaun Rudolph, Richard
Rykard, Julie Sadler, DetriciSadler,JulieRykard,
Seawright, Kellie Sessions.

And Dexter Sharper, Kelly Shelton, 
Jill Singletary, Ann Marie Sorenson, 
Jennifer Staley, Leigh Struble, 
Shannon Taw, Robert Thomas, Mat­
thew Tittle, Teresa Van Sickle, 
Sholanda Wade, Sandra Wang, Natars 
Washington, John Washnock, Melissa 
Wetherington, Kevin Whigham, Nicole 
White, Christina Wilkinson, Dawn 
Williams and Valerie Wright.

12th Grade — Edward Anderson, 
Kim Anderson, Laura Bailey, Tracy 
Balch, Sonji Barnes, Patricia Barrett, 
Scott Barton, Felecia Bell, Stacy Ber­
rian, Paige Braswell, Emma Braswell, 
Kevin Breeden, Debbie Broadie, 
Shannon Brooks, _ Kelisa Brown,

Michael Brown, 
Claude Brunson,

Tanyala Brown, 
Dwayne Bullard,

Susan Burns, Patrick Carlson, Tracey 
Chandler, Anne Clark, David Cole.

Also, Steven Crombie, Steph 
Culverhouse, Mark Daughtrey, Rhonda 
Davis, Alecia DeLoach, Deania Den­
mark, Lisa Dodds, David Dodson, 
Laura Downing, Erika Duckworth, 
Denise Eberhard, Kevin Elliott, Jef­
frey Faircloth, Larita Felton, Alfred 
Foster, Jaime Gagliardi, Corey Gay, 
Kevin Glorius, James Godwin, Barry 
Golivesky, Kenneth Gonis, Cathe 
Green, Ella Green, Christophe Griner.

And James Gross, Stephanie Gupton, 
Maredith Hall, Gina Hampton, Brian 
Harris, Shannon Harris, Angela Heard, 
Rhonda Henderson, Mary Hendrix, 
Susan Hill, Tracy Horton, Debra 
House, Jennifer Inmon, John Iverson, 
Derrick Jackson, Eric Jackson, Wilma 
Jackson, Nicholas Jennings, Rebecca 
Johnson, Stephanie Johnson, Diane 
Jones, Seletha Jones, Faylene Joyner, 
Pamela King, Jeffrey Lahr.

Also, Beau Laskey, Tracy Lees,

Gregory Leong, Herman Lindsey, 
Penny Little, Russell Mace, William 
Mason, Cynthia Matherly, Kelly 
McBride, Laura McMillan, Melanie
Meeks, Andrew Miller, Stephanie 
Moody, Marianne Moore, Timothy 
Moore, Jack Morgan, Stacy Morris, 
Carlis Moses, Brian Mueller, Nancy
Nichols, Marilois Owens, Sabrina 
Paige, Joseph Paoletti, Sharon 
Patrick, Joseph Peterson.

And Melissa Quinterio, Roderick 
Richardson, Dyron Riley, Coy Roberts, 
Diane Robertson, Richard Rogers, 
Janet Rose, Misti Rowe, Dustin Sand­
ers, D.D. Sapp, Charles Sargent, Lisa 
Scherer, Lynn Simmons, Kellie Smith, 
Patricia Smith, Terry Snyder, Amy 
Steedley, Sheila Stevens, Charles 
Steward, Audra Stuart, Suzanne 
Studstill, Cynthia Supp, Gloria Thom­
as, Rosalyn Thompson.

Also, Anne Wansley, Debra Waters, 
Sabrina Watson, Arika White, Kenneth 
Wiatrak, Vic Williams and Michele 
Winfrey.
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Lowndes Girls Edge Valdosta And Coffee Track Teams
From Staff Reports

The Lowndes High girls track team 
came away with 55 points to edge 
arch-rival Valdosta in a three-team 
meet at Valdosta High Wednesday 
afternoon.

Valdosta finished with 45 points while 
Coffee County finished with with 38.

First place finishers for Lowndes 
include, Jackie Powell in the 440 yard 
dash, Marie Aiderman in the 100 meter 
and 220 dash, Vernellia Aiderman in 
the 110 yard yard hudles and Jeanne 
Wehner in the 880 yard run

Also, the team of Sadie Straughter, 
Powell, Vernellia Aiderman and Marie 
Aiderman won first in the 440 relay. 
The mile relay team also won first 
place. The team consist of Straughter, 
Wehner, Powell and Marie Aiderman.

Second place finishers for Lowndes 
include Wehner in the high jump and 
Powell in the 220. Third place finishers 
include Dana Hillman in the discuss, 
Lisa Samaras in the one mile run, 
Vernellia Aiderman in the 440, Missy 
Casey in the 880 and Terrell Matchett 
in the 110 yard hurdles.

For Valdosta, first place finishers 
include June Gartman in the shot put 
and discus and Susie Jones in the one 
mile and two mile.

Second place finishers include Kim 
Kerins in the one mile, Suzette

Davidson in the low hurdles and 
Cynthia Anderson in the two mile.

Valdosta’s next meet will be Mon­
day, April 11 at Coffee County while 
Lowndes will compete Thursday, April 
11 in Tifton.

Valdosta, Lowndes 
Split In Tennis

In high school tennis action Thursday 
afternoon, the Valdosta girls beat 
Lowndes 10-3 while the Lowndes boys 
beat the’Cats 6-3.

Valdosta’s girls are now 3-1 while the 
Lowndes boys are 2-2.

Singles winners for Valdosta’s girls 
include, Margaret Anne Sineath over 
Gina Cumby 2-7, 7-6 (7-4) 6-4, Josie 
Hatcher over Laurie Fanney 6-1, 6-1, 
Paige Stabell over Amy Janney 6-4,6-3, 
Kelly Edwards over Lena Galbreath 
6-3,6-2, Meg Rainey over Tonia Powers 
6-3,6-1, Marianne Moore over Kim Gay 
60, 7-5 and Stephanie Hinton over Dee 
Wetherington 6-0,6-0.

Doubles winners for Valdosta were 
the team of Rainey/Wynne Johnson 
over Galbreath/Blanton 2-6, 6-3, 6-4, 
Moore/Shannon Harris over L. 
Janney/Powers 6-3, 6-3 and 
Hinton/Marsha Harris over 
Gay/Wetherington 6-1/6-1.

Singles winners for Lowndes include 
Nancy Smith over Wendy Griffin and 
Kathy Blanton over Honey Hatcher 6-3, 
6-2. In doubles, the team of 
Smith/Cumby beat Griffin/Edwards 
6-2,64).

In boys’ action for Lowndes, Joe 
Delao beat David Coleman 6-1, 6-3, 
Terry Dembkowski beat James Inman 
6-2, 6-2 and Darren Broome beat Chris 
Trice 6-1.

Winners for Valdosta were Steven 
Chitty over Mike Gonzalez 2-6, 6-4, 6-4, 
Mark Beard beat Jason Biery 5-7, 7-5, 
6-3 and Chad Harris beat Mark Tillman 
6-1,6-1.

In doubles action Lowndes won all 
three matches. Delao/Biery beat 
Coleman/Trice 6-0, 6-2, 
Gonzalez/Dembowski beat 
Chitty/Beard 6-2, 6-1 and 
Broome/Tillman also won their match.

VHS Y-Club Members Active;
Variety of Events Are Planned

rBy Melanie Wiggs *

VHS Y-Club members will be active 
in many school, local and community 

.projects throughout the month of April.

Local projects include a lock-in for 
high school Y-Club members and their 
guests. The lock-in will be held on April 
22.

Also members will be attending CLC, 
Christian Life Conference, May 6, 7 
and 8 in Moultrie, Ga.

Community projects include a car 
wash on April 16. A location has not yet 

’ been decided.

In other business, a meeting will be 
held Tuesday. CLC and other projects, 
some listed above, will be discussed. 
Members are also reminded to pay 

. CLC money by April 15.

Cadet Training
L By Stephen Cain

The Valdosta High School Naval 
Junior ROTC took an elite group of 
cadets to boot camp orientation at the 

i. Navy Recruit Training Station in

Orlando, Fla.
The cadets received training in many 

different areas such as water survival, 
basic seamanship, and military drill.

The cadets also learned many lead­
ership skills which will prove useful 
throughout their lives.

Debaters Compete
By Jay Connell

Valdosta High debaters participated 
in the Eighth Annual Golden Isles 
Forensic Tournament at Glynn 
Academy in Brunswick on March 25 
and 26.

Students competed in two divisions of 
debate and interpretive reading.

The two-day event was the final 
tournament this season.

In the varsity division, for more 
experienced debaters, were juniors 
Jay Connell and Kelly Shelton. Com­
peting in the junior varsity division 
were sophomores John Casker and 
Michelle Jones and freshmen Ashley 
Connell and Tammy Crowe.

JV debate is limited to only first year 
debaters.

All debates used the switch-side, 
cross examination format and 
advocated the 1987-88 national high 
school topic, Resolved: That the United 
States government should adopt a 
policy to increase political stability in 
Latin America.

Competing in interpretive reading 
was senior Toby Baskin. Seniors Holly 
Davis and Terry Snyder served as 
debate judges at the tournament.

Miss Crowe was the top speaker for 
VHS, receiving the tenth place speaker 
award. Also in the JV division, Miss 
Jones was 19th, Miss Connell, 22nd, and 
Casker, 27th out of 82 speakers in the 
two day tournament.





By Gloria Thomas

—Times Staff Photo by Bob Lupinek

Stan Nix Awaits
Valdosta never mounted a scoring threat as not one VHS 

base runner made it to second during the game.
Berrien is now 3-0 on the year while Valdosta falls to 3-2.
Valdosta earned the right to playe Berrien by beating 

Lanier County earlier in the day 9-4. Sean Cullen got his 
second win of the year, giving up seven hits, striking out 11 
batters and walking only five

finished with four RBI, going 2-for-2.
John Iverson had a 2 RBI double and while Lee Thomas 

and Pablo Campa rapped out two hits each.
Alex Lee crunched a two-run homer for Lanier’s Bulldogs 

while Rodney Flowers and Ashley O’Quinn had RBI singles. 
Lanier is now 6-2 on the year.

FHA’ers Attend District Meet
The Valdosta Junior High and Val­

dosta High Future Homemakers of 
America, along with their advisers, 
Anna Mashburn and Karen Zahniser, 
recently attended the FHA Spring 
District meeting at Colquitt County 
High School.

More than 400 delegates, advisers, 
and guests assembled on “Super Sat­
urday” to elect the State FHA presi­
dential candidates, parliamentarian, 
and music and recreation chairperson.

The candidates presented skits which 
depicted their FHA accomplishments 
which qualified them for their posi­
tions.

The FHA Spring District Meeting is a
cooperative event between the junior 
high school and high school.

Literary Team Wins
By Jay Connell

Valdosta High School finished in 
third place in region 1-AAAA literary 
competition last Saturday at Lowndes 
High School. Tift High School won first 
place with Lowndes placing second 
overall. VHS students competed in 14 
events.

First place winners for VHS were 
Brian Mueller, oral interpretation; 
Chad Harris, typing; and Kelly 
Shelton, oral interpretation.

Second place winners were Cindy 
Supp, essay; Daniel Jackson, solo; 
Dan Altman, piano; Kelly Shelton, 
extemporaneous speaking; and the 
quartet of David Jackson, Cedric 
Johnson, Dexter Mitchell, and Dexter 
Sharper.

Third place winners were Michael 
Young, spelling; Blair Barnett, solo; 
and Jay Connell, extemporaneous 
speaking. Finishing in fourth place 
were Sandra Wang, piano; and Kevin 
Elliott, essay.

Ashley Connell participated in the

Valdosta High’s Adam Avila Slides Into Second As Berrien’s
Cullen also had a three-run homer in the second inning and

VHS News
Compiled, Written By VHS Students

spelling competition.
Valdosta also received three points 

for finishing in third place in the 
-Region 1-AAAA one act play competi­
tion in November and nine points for 
second place in the Region 1-AAAA 
Debates in January.

The winners in each literary event on 
Saturday received seven points for 
first place, five points for second place, 
three points for third place, and one 
point for fourth place toward the 
literary trophy. The first place winner 
in each literary event in each region 
qualifies to participate in the State 
Literary Meet next month at Mercer 
University in Macon.

What A Guy!

DECA Development
Seventeen Valdosta High School 

DECA Chapter members attended the 
Georgia DECA Career Development 
Conference March 18-20.

Six of the Valdosta High students 
became state finalists and will com­
pete for national honors at the natinal 
DECA conference in Salt Lake City, 
Utah the last week in April.

Each student who attended the state 
conference participated in career dev­
elopment workshops designed to
enhance their career awareness.

The students who attended 
Valdosta were: Len Davis, 
Tomlinson, Chris Griner, Jeff 
Brian Harris, Kevin Glorius,

from 
Nick 

Lahr,
. Toby 

Baskins, Lynn Simmons, LeeAnn
Hendrix, Kim Courson, Paige 
Braswell, Gina Hampton, Stephanie 
Gupton, Stephanie Culverhouse, 
Michele Winfrey, Susan Burns, and 
Catherine Kaiser.

Susan Burns, who competed in 
Advertising and Display Services, won 
1st place; Stephanie Culverhouse, who 
competed in Apparel & Accessories, 
won 2nd place; Toby Baskins, who 
competed in Math, won 1st place; 
Michele Winfrey, who competed as 
reporter of the year, won 3rd place; 
Catherine Kaiser, who competed in 
Business Speech, won 3rd place; and 
Len Davis, who competed in Food 
Marketing, won 4th place.
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McLane Sets VHS Record In Monroe Meet 
i/H M 

_ __  . _ . . ’ ’• ' * Qafnh Wnrlov worn iirinAA Allt An a
ALBANY — Valdosta High School 

finished fifth in the 18 team Monroe 
Inivtational track meet Friday after­
noon but pole vaulter gave Paul 
McLane gave his team something to 
cheer about as he set a new school 
record in the event.

McLane vaulted 12 feet and six _ 
inches to capture the event. It was the 
only first place finish recorded by the i 
’Cats.

Bainbridge won the meet with 118 
points, followed by Westover with 85. :
Valdosta was fifth with 40.5 points.

Wildcat Hubert Davidson placed in 
three events, finishing fifth in the 400 
meter relay and 110 meter hurdles and 
sixth in the 300 meter LH.

Carlos Butler placed fourth in the 200 
meter dash and sixth in the 400 meter 
dash.

Isaac Ceaser was fifth in the long 
jump and James Roberts was third in 
the 100 meter dash.

Keith Beal was sixth in the triple 
jump.

From Staff, 
AP Reports

wreck in the eighth lap. There were 
four caution flags during the race, 
covering a total of 31 laps.

Sports 
Capsule

and Satch Worley, were wiped out on a

for the 150-lap race and picked up the 
winner’s purse of $2,600.

Hedgecock, from High Point, N.C., 
finished second and Fleming, from 
Mount Airy, N.C., came in third.

Pole sitter Gary Myers and the next 
two fastest qualifiers, Junior Miller

VHS Track Teams
V^s, Apnl '^^

Both the Valdosta girls and boys 
track team came away with victories 
in a rain shortened meet Monday 
afternoon in Douglas. The Lady 
Wildcats defeated Coffee County for 
first place honors totaling 46 points to 
Coffee’s 31. The Wildcats also dis­
tanced Coffee for first winning 47-45.

Both teams capured their second 
consecutive wins on the year.

First place winners for the Lady 
Wildcats were June Gartman in the 
shot put and discus, Susie Jones one 
mile and two mile run, and Tracey 
Chandler in the 400-meter dash.

Second place finishers were Tracey 
Chandler in the high jump and long 
jump, Cynthia Anderson one mile and 
two mile run, Laurie Paramore 400- 
meter dash, and Beth Edwards 100- 
meter dash.

Third place winners were Suzette 
Davidson in the high jump, Crystal 
Ray one mile, and Anita Matchett 
100-meter dash.

First place finishers for the Wildcats 
were Hubert Davidson in the 400-meter 
relay, and Carlos Butler-400-meter 
dash. Second place finishers include 
Isaac Ceaser in discus and long jump, 
Carlos Butler high jump, and Jim 
Garber in the 1600-meter run.

Third place finishers include Zabria 
Beil in the shot put, Adrian Dawsey 
high jump, Hubert Davidson long 
jump, Jimmy Bell triple jump, and 
Demetrius Jones 400-meter dash.

The next track meet for both Valdos­
ta teams will be Friday, April 15, in the 
Monroe Invitational in Albany.

Notch Victories

Jazzin ’
Jonathan Hasting keeps 

the beat as the Valdosta 
High School Jazz Band 
entertains the dowtown 
Brwon Bagging crowds 
Thursday at lunch. — 
Tinies Staff Photo By Bob 
Lupinek



Rykard 
Top Man
By STAN GRUBB ^77" 
Times Sports Writer-7^—^rr-re4^1-

Considering the circumstances sur­
rounding the baseball season of one 
Andy Rykard, it would be easy to see 
why the Valdosta junior would have 
every reason to be a little self­
centered.

eq
c®
OL -cs < ■ 5 p

O O) O £
J=S fl) r^n ^ . i

In a season that has seen Rykard 
almost single handedly take full con­
trol and carry the Valdosta club to 
victory, Rykard plays down his role of 
superman.

“Regardless of my performance, 
good or bad, it’s a team game, and my 
teammates play a very large role in 
my success,” said Rykard. “They have 
been there with me every step of the 
way, lending support wherever 
needed.”

ANDY RYKARD
Valdosta head man Charles Tarpley, 

however, credits Rykard with thorough 
baseball knowhow, and said that 
without Rykard, his team would be 
finding wins tougher to come by.

“Andy is it, period,” said Tarpley. 
“He has carried us many times this 
season, and without him we would not 
be the team that we are at this point 
and time. Rykard has added a new 
dimension to this team and that is 
impressive performances game in and 
game out.”

Rykard is a deceiving 4-3 on the 
mound, while batting an even .500, 
going 20-40 at the plate this season. In 
his 40 appearances at the plate, 
Rykard has walked 11 times, hit seven 
home runs and has driven in 34 runs.

Rykard’s athletic talent is also evi­
dent on the gridiron, where he plays 
both guard and center for Jerry Don 
Baker’s offensive line at Valdosta. But 
according to Rykard, baseball stands a 
bit higher on his list than football. “I 
just love baseball and I always have,” 
said Rykard. “Through the ranks of 
the Boys’ Club leagues, to the summer 
leagues I participate in now, I feel 
baseball is the sport I enjoy the most.”

According to Tarpley, Rykard has 
always had the tools to become a great 
baseball player and feels that through 
his off-season dedication to the sport, 
Rykard has become the consumate 
team player that he is.

“Andy has attended baseball camps 
and has practically been with me since 
his eighth-grade year. Andy never 
settles for second best at anything,’’ 
said Tarpley. “I feel Andy’s condi­
tioning through football has helped him 
out a great deal. But when it comes 
right down to it, Andy is just a top 
notch baseball player in any book. In 
fact, we offered him really no 
assistance n

Tarpley even state that all three of 
Rykard’s losses were ones the team 
blew. .

Rykard has not been by himself in 
this neverending pursuit to in baseball. 
His father (Richard) has had a very 
big impact upon his baseball prowess.

“My parents, epsecially my dad, has 
been there the entire way,” said 
Rykard. “Every summer league that 
I’ve ever participated in my dad was 
the coach. He has really been behind 
me 100 percent in anything I’ve ever 
tried to accomplish. But I can’t forget 
my mom, because for as many games 
that my dad’s been to, she just may 
have been to more. I could not do it 
without them.”

Baseball is the road Rykard would 
like to travel when his playing days at 
VHS are over. But he was quick in 
pointing out that all of that will just be 
a wait and see situation.

“It’s all up in the air at this point. I 
have another season to play, plus I’m 
not guaranteed another good season,” 
said Rykard. “But yes, I would like to 
be able to play baseball when high 
school is over, but all of that’s not my 
decision to make. All I can do is try 
and do the best I can for Valdosta High 
School.”
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VHS Girls Track
^^W^

Valdosta High placed third out of five 
in a girls’ track meet at Coffee High 
Wednesday.

The Lady ’Cats accumulated 43 
points and finished behind Lowndes 
with 54 and Coffee with 52.

Susie Jones took first in the 3200 
meter run with a time of 13:18. June 
Gartman finished second in the shot
and the discus while Jones finished
second in the 1600 meters.

Student Honored
F^^St^fe

Valdosta High School student Steph­
anie Gupton has been named a 
Scholastic All-American by the Na­
tional Secondary Education Council.

The scholars must earn a 3.3 or 
better grade point average. Only 
scholars selected by a secondary 
school instructor, counselor, or other 
qualified sponsor are accepted.

Stephanie is the daughter of Shirley 
Gupton and Steve Gupton.
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Times Photo By Paul Leavyse As Houston George Awaits Throw

VHS Thrashes Vikings
w

IP H R ER BB SO

5
WP- Rykard, Evans3. HBP-Bush. T-2:00.

6
6

By STAN GRUBB 
Times Sports Writer

2 
3
3 
4
5 
9
9

—Meeks

Valdosta 
Rykard (W,5 3) 
Lowndes 
Evans (L,3-4)

7 3 3 2

14 10 5 3

1-AAAA Standings

Colquitt County 
Tift County 
Westover 
Valdosta 
Lowndes 
Dougherty 
Monroe

Friday's Results
Valdosta 10, Lowndes 3
Colquitt 2, Tift 1,8 innings 
Westover 8, Dougherty 2

The anxiously awaited rematch 
between rivals Lowndes and Valdos­
ta proved to be nothing but a 
lopsided rout. When the two clubs 
hooked up at Lowndes Field, it was a 
hitting and pitching onslaught by the 
’Cats that was the difference as the 
Valdosta Wildcats escaped early 
inning trouble to dispose of Lowndes 
10-3 in a Region 1-AAAA clash played 
here Friday night.

According to both Valdosta head 
coach Charles Tarpley and Lowndes 
head coach Noel George, the 
squandered Viking opportunities 
early combined with a magnificent 
overall display from Valdosta were 
the determining factors.

“We just didn’t take full advantage 
of early opportunities,” said George. 
“We stranded too many base run­
ners early. Plus, it was just a matter 
of time before Rykard hit his groove, 
which he did. Missed opportunities

E — George 2, Evans, Williams, Mason. DP — VHS 
1. LOB - VHS 10, LHS 8. 2B - Rykard, Meeks, Kelly. 
HR — Rykard, Kelly. SB — Iverson, Moore, Kelly. SF

Valdosta ab r h bi Lowndes aib r h bi
Iverson 2b 3 3 10 Meeks 2b 2 111
Mason ss 5 2 3 3 Evansp 4 0 10
Moore rf 4 2 3 1 Hightower ss 4 0)0
Rykard p 4 13 4 Bush dh 3 0 0 0
Bass 3b 5 0 10 Davis If 0 0 0 0
Hitson cf 3 0 0 0 Williams 3b 3 0 10
Campa If 4 0 2 0 George lb 3 0 0 0
Avila dh 4 110 Folsom c 3 0 0 0
Colec 0 0 0 0 Overman cf 2 10 0
Thomas lb 4 10 0 Kelly rf 3 13 1
Totals.......... ..34 10 14 8 Totals..............27 3 7 2
Valdosta..... ....................103 420 0-10
Lowndes..... ....................100 100 1- 3

hurt, but Valdosta played very well 
once they got past the first two 
innings.”

In the first inning, Lowndes left the 
bases loaded with only one run 
scored. In the second inning, Will 
Kelly singled and stole second, but 
couldn’t come home.

“The key’s in the game were 
obviously escaping early inning

trouble, plus Rykard’s great pitching 
performance,” said Tarpley. “Once 
we settled in, we played pretty much 
a complete game.”

In the fourth inning, Ryakrd hit a 
2-run homer to make it 4-1 Valdosta.

“I feel Rykard’s two-run homer 
kinda burst Lowndes’ bubble,” said 
Tarpley.

The victory for Valdosta raises its 
overall mark to 12-9, but more 
importantly gives the ’Cats a 6-4 
region record. The loss leaves the 
Vikings 5-12, 4-5 and on the brink of 
post season elimination.

The Wildcats pounded out a total of 
14 hits against Lowndes starter and 
loser Tad Evans, while the Vikings 
could only muster just four hits in 
the first six innings of play.

Rykard, now 5-3, led the ’Cats 
going 3-for-4 with four RBI including 
his 2-run homer.

After both teams each scored 
opening inning runs to make it 1-1, 
the Wildcats struck for seven runs in 
the next two innings to grab a 
commanding cushion.

In the third, leadoff man John 
Iverson scored on a Viking error that 
allowed Chuck Moore to reach base. 
Then Rykard deposited a 2-2 offering 
by Evans deep over the left field 
fence giving the ’Cats a 4-1 lead.

Valdosta answered with four in the 
fourth, while sending ten batters to 
the plate. The run scoring hits were 
delivered by B.J. Mason, who had a 
2-run single, and Rykard came 
through with a run scoring double to 
the wall in center.

The final two Viking runs came in 
the bottom of the fourth inning on a 
sac fly by Roger Meeks and a 
towering homer in the seventh-





VHS Student Will Visit France
--------  -— -------  U U I rnllAUP in Northfield.
FRANCES GOLIVESKY
Times Staff Writer

Holly Davis, a Valdosta High School 
senior, is putting the finishing touches 
on an already acomplished academic 
career.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charlton L. Davis has been invited to 
attend a three-week program in 
France sponsored by the Lions Club of 
France through Lions Club Interna­
tional. Jim Fisher, president of the 
Valdosta Lions Club, sponsored Holly’s 
application and is credited by Holly as 
being responsible for making the 
opportunity available and securing the 
invitation for her to participate.

Holly will travel to Poitiers, France, 
July 9 to spend a week with 500 
students selected worldwide and then 
will spend another two weeks staying 
with a French family. “We’ll have a 
week of cultural activities and tours 
together before we separate to visit our 
host family,” she said.

Holly is completing her fourth year 
of high school French including a 
six-week study program in French last 
summer in the Governor’s Honors 
Program at Valdosta State College. 
She’s looking forward to the opportuni­
ty to polish her dialect with the French 
people.

The Lions Club study program and 
GHP are only a portion of her summer 
study achievements.

When Holly took the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (SAT) in the seventh 
grade as part of Duke University’s 
Talent Identification Program, she 
became acquainted with the summer 
study programs at Duke University. In 
her eighth grade year she took Latin I 
by correspondence and followed with 
Latin II at Duke the next summer.

HOLLY DAVIS 
Lions Club Program

Through the TIP Duke program Holly 
has also taken Chinese and Japanese.

The TIP summer program is an 
intensive study open to students who 
meet scoring requirements on the SAT. 
“I enjoyed my clases at Duke because 
the other students were intelligent and 
interesting and I got a lot of specialized 
attention from the teachers,” she said. 
“I’ve made friends through the pro­
gram that I see from year to year.”

According to Holly TIP students are 
interested in learning for learning’s 
sake, but the students at GHP had “a 
firm sense of where they are going in 
life and making their lifelong goals.” 
She said the Governor’s Honors stu­
dents have already made definite 
college plans, also.

The VHS senior has enrolled in

Carleton College in Northfield, Mass., 
and plans to report to the college Sept. 
4. She is very excited about U.S. News 
and World Report's labeling Carleton 
third in the country in national liberal 
arts colleges.

Holly’s time these days is not always 
spent on the receiving end of learning. 
She is giving her leisure hours during 
the afternoons to teaching as well by 
participating in Literacy Volunteers of 
America, a volunteer organization 
whose purpose is to teach reading 
skills to illiterate teen-agers and
adults. , , 

“I learned about Literacy through a
TIP friend from another city,” she 
said. Holly has been teaching reading 
fundamentals at South Georgia Re­
gional Library since her introduction to 
the program in January. She has been 
able to develop her own approach to 
teaching the reading based on the 
six-week training program. “I gear the 
teaching toward the student’s inter­
ests. It’s been a wonderful experi­
ence.”

Holly’s myriad of scholastic ac­
complishments has given her the 
leisure to muse over so many career 
possibilities. At the present time they 
include pursuit of a multi-lingual 
career, a continued interest in the 
study of French, the possibility of 
teaching special education, or maybe 
the study of modern English literature.

This “most likely to succeed stu­
dent” will most likely succeed in 
whatever choice she makes because 
learning is both a hobby and a career 
for Holly and she enjoys the challenge 
of mastering something new.
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VHS Student Nation Business Winner
The United States Achievement 

Academy announced today that Diane 
Smothers has been named a United 
States National Award winner in Busi­
ness Education.

This award is a prestigious honor 
very few students can ever hope to 
attain. In fact, the Academy recognizes 
less than 10 percent of all American 
high school students.

Diane Smothers, who attends Valdos­
ta High School was nominated for this 
National Award by Mrs. Maxine 
Martin, a Business teacher at the 
school. ,

A biography will appear in the 
United States Achievement Academy 
Official Yearbook, published na­
tionally.

The Academy selects national win­
' ners upon the exclusive recommenda­

tions of teachers, coaches, counselors 
or other school sponsors and upon the 
Standards of Selection set forth by the 
Academy. The criteria for selection 
are a student’s academic performance, 
interest and aptitude, leadership 
qualities, responsibility, enthusiasm, 
motivation to learn and improve, 
citizenship, attitude and cooperative 
spirit, dependability, and recommen­
dation from a teacher or director.

Diane Smothers is the daughter of 
the Rev. and Mrs. Kedrie Smothers. 
The grandparents are Mrs. Maggie 
Lee Smothers of Chipley, Fla., and 
Mrs. Jewel Snell of Bonifay, Fla.

Interact Sponsoring 
Arrive Alive Project
By Leslie Hiers

During Prom and Graduation 
season, Interact is sponsoring an 
awareness program for Arrive Alive. 
Patrick Carlson created the theme 
“Don’t take a Drink for a Drive” on his 
contest-winning poster. This theme is 
being printed on small cards and 
placed in rented tuxedos, corsage and 
boutennaire boxes, and graduation 
diplomas. The purpose of this project is 
to promote a safe and fun end for the 
1987-88 school year.

^ j i- teachers at VHS, accompanied the
Those attending in French were:

Chris Spurlock (2), Carma Wright (3), 6
Tommy Moser (1), Page Broomberg .— 
(2), Pam Hoover (2), Lee Bennett, 
Allison McAllister (3), Lin Brown (2), 
William McElveen, Jamey Dewar (1), 
Truett Wakefield, Tonya Nolan, Susie 
Grant (2), Carole Jones (3), Holly 
Davis and Rosalyn Thompson (2).

Those attending in Spanish were: 
Eric Grant (3), Toni Essinger (2), 
Mari Minks, Jennifer Staley, Jennifer 
Guest, Tanya Bennett (2), Cassandra 
Gordon (3), Marilyn Moss, Paul 
McLane, Jamie Essinger, India Giuly 
(1), Nick Gonis (2), John Ramey, Jack 
Farber (1)‘ Catherine Register (3), 
Farell Scott, and Tony Sargent (2).

The winners are indicated by the I 
numbers in parentheses.

Miss Susan Davis, Mrs. Elsie ' 
Nicholas and Mrs. Patty Smitherman, |

Language Students 
Excel In Competition

Foreign Language students from 
Valdosta High School attended the 
Georgia Southern Oratorical competi­
tion in Statesboro last Saturday, April



1988 Honor Students Recognized
limes Staff Reports

Anne Clark is the 1988 Valdosta High 
School Valedictorian, it was announced 
Tuesday evening at Honors Night.

Miss Clark is the daugter of Col. and 
Mrs. Richard R. Clark of Valdosta.

Joseph Todd Peterson and Brian 
Mueller tied for salutatorian, and 
Gregory Leong was selected as the 
third honor graduate.

Stephanie Culverhouse was chosen 
as the Best All-Around Senior.

Several hundred honors were presented during the 
evening ceremony

The ’988 Honor graduates and their parents are: Laura 
Bailey, Dr. and Mrs. Hugh C. Bailey; Toby Baskin, Mr. 
and Mrs. Perry Baskin; Sheri Boyd, Steve and Gloria 
Boyd, Emma Braswell, Earl and Ellen Braswell; Michael 
Brown, Mrs. Ann Brown; Susan Burns, Mrs. James Burns 
and the late Dr. Burns, Anne Clark, Col. and Mrs. Richard 
R. Clark, David Cole, Mr. and Mrs. H.L. Cole; Holly 
Davis. Mr and Mrs Charlton Davis, Melanic Dennard, Dr. 
and Mrs James Dennard; Erika Duckworth, Ms. Marion 
Duckworth; Kevin Elliott, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Braswell; 
Kathenne Farley, Mr. and Mrs. Vincent P. Farley and 
Kevin Glorius,Mr. and Mrs. Larry Glorius.

BRIAN MUELLER

Kenneth Gonis, Dr. and Mrs. George Gonis; Christopher 
Griner, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Griner; Brian Harris, Mr. 
and Mrs. R G. Harris; Rhonda Henderson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilhe L. Henderson Jr.; John Hotard, Dr. and Mrs. 
Gabriel Hotard, Derrick Jackson, Mr. and Mrs. Roosevelt 
Jackson. Jeffrey Lahr, Dr. and Mrs. J. Stephen Lahr; 
Beau Laskey, Bill Laskey and the late Mrs. Laskey; 
Gregory Leong, Mr and Mrs. Mun H. Leong and Penny 
Little, Mr and Mrs. Pendleton Little.

Also. William J Mason, Mr. and Mrs. Larry Mason; 
Laura McMillan, Mr and Mrs. Arthur McMillan; Miguel 
Melendez, Mr and Mrs. Rolando Melendez; Erica Miller, 
Mr and Mrs Kelly D Dawsey; Timothy Moore, Mr. and 
Mrs. Nelson E Moore; Brian Mueller, Lt. Col. and Mrs. 
Tim Mueller, Joseph Paoletti, Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. 
Paoletfi. Todd Peterson, Mr. and Mrs. Joel Gregory 
Peterson Brooke Price, Mr. and Mrs. George Price; 
Melissa Quintero, Mr and Mrs. Ray Quintero; Lisa 
Shere* Mr and Mrs. Jim Turner, Melissa See, Mr. and 
Mrs Robert Banks.* Terry Snyder, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
W Snyder; Cynthia Supp, Col. and Mrs. Peter Supp, 
Rosalyn Thompson, Mr and Mrs. W R. Thompson Jr.; 
Truetf Wakefield, Mr and Mrs. Thomas Wakefield; 
Sabrina Watson, Mrs. Corine Watson and Stefanie Webb, 
Mr and Mrs. Rodney Webb

The 1988 Senior Superlatives are David Cole, Erica 
Miller, Beau Laskey, Melissa Quintero, Laura Bailey, 
Brian Mueller, Laura McMillan, William Mason, Anne 
Clark. John Iverson, Melanie Dennard, Brian Harris, 
Stephanie Culverhouse, Joy O’Neal, Gregory Leong and 
Susan Burns.
Community, State and National Award Winners:

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, David Ford; American 
Legion Post 13, Legion NJROTC Awards, Bronze, Craig 
Carter, Silver, Fared Scott, Gold, Rhonda Henderson; 
Boy s State, Jason Bridges and Lee Thomas; American 
Legion Post 503, Boy's State, David Jackson and James 
Garland; American Legion Auxiliary Post 13, Girls' 
State. Amy Bowling and Susanne Grant; Daedalian 
Award, Anne Clark; Daughters of American Colonists, 
NJROTC Award, Christa Olson, Daughters of American 
Revolution, Good Citizenship Award, Stephanie 
Culverhouse and NJROTC Award, Michelle Johnson; 
Delta Sigma Theta Scholarship Award, Erika Duckworth; 
Georgia Tech Presidential Scholar, Greg Leong; Howard 
Bridges Memorial Scholarship Award, Jack C. Morgan.

Also Kiwanis Club, Star Student Jeff Lahr, Star Teacher 
Perry Baskin, Levi Strauss Scholarship, Melissa Quintero; 
Literary Guild, Excellence in Literature Award, Rosalyn

VHS Creates Another 
Football Scholarship
By ELIZABETH BUTLER
Times Features Editor

The first annual William Howard 
Bridges Scholarship Scholastic 
Award was presented Tuesday at 
Honors Night program at Valdosta 
High School.

Jack C. Morgan III, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Morgan Jr. of Valdosta, 
received the award from former 
VHS Coach Wright Bazemore. 
Bazemore was hired as coach when 
Bridges was principal of the school. 
Bridges, who died in 1976, served 
two terms as principal of VHS — 
from 1939-49 and from 1958 until his 
retirement in 1968. Both of young 
Morgan’s parents attended VHS 
while Bridges was principal.

“It was really a shock,” the senior 
said of the award. “I feel very 
honored.”

The scholarship award was begun 
by Bridges’ son-in-law, Earl 
Wetherington of Valdosta. It will be 
awarded annually to a senior foot­
ball player who did not get a full 
scholarship, scholastic or athletic. 
Wetherington said the scholarship 
money will be sent directly to the 
student’s choice of colleges and can 
only be used for room, board, 
tuition, or for books.

Morgan will be attending Valdosta 
State College this fall, and later will 
transfer to another school to pursue 
his interest in oceanography.

This year’s scholarship recipient 
played football four years despite

Thompson; Moody Enlisted Wives' Club Scholarship, Chris 
Griner, Moody Officer's Wives Club Scholarship, Brian 
Meuller and Cindy Supp; United States Air Force 
Academy Appointment, Anne Clark and AFROTC Scholar 
ship, Greg Leong.

United States Naval Academy Appointments, William 
Mason, Todd Peterson, Beau Laskey; Valdosta Board of 
Realtors Essay Winners, Second Place, Meredith 
McMillan and First Place, Jay Connell; Valdosta Junior 
Womans' Club Scholarship, Patricia Smith; Valdosta 
Technical School Scholarhsip, Diane Denese Jones; 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1777 Award, Kenyon 
Jones; Woodman of the World (Tie), Shannon Taw and 
James McDaniel; Wymodausis Club, Alice Single Essay 
Winners, Third Place, Kellie Smith, Second Place, Terry 
Snyder and First Place, Rosalyn Thompson.
Art Awards:

Most Outstanding Freshman, Ashley Connell; Most 
Outstanding Sophomore, Scott Ramirez; Most Outstanding 
Junior, Kelly Coleman and Most Outstanding Senior, 
Patrick Carlson who was also the winner of the state 
Arrive Alive Poster contest and the recipient of a $1,000 
scholarship.

The Academic Athlete Student of the Year is William J. 
Mason
Business Education Awards:

The winners are: Outstanding Keyboarding Student, 
Laura Bailey; Outstanding Typewriting Student, Barbara 
Ison; Outstanding Accounting Student, Terry Snyder; 
Business Law Student, Deania Denmark; Vocational 
Office Training, Kathy Farley; Outstanding Business 
Student, David Cole.
English Awards:

English awards went to: Most Outstanding Freshman, 
Amy Kilgard and Ashley Connell; Most Outstanding 
Sophomore, Dan Altman; Most Outstanding Junior, 
Meredith McMillan and Most Outstanding Senior, Kathy 
Farley.

The regional winners of the RESA Writing Fair were: 
Poetry, Sheri Boyd; Prose, Kevin Elliott; Most Outstand 
ing Drama Student, Barry Golivesky and Most Outstand 
ing Debate Student, Jay Connell.

Foreign Language Awards:
Most Outstanding French I Student, Chris Spurlock; 

Most Outstanding French 11 Student, James Dewar; Most 
Outstanding French III Student, Tonya Nolan and the Most 
Outstanding French IV Student, Rosalyn Thompson.

Most Outstanding Spanish I Student, Katie Smitherman 
and Nick Gonis, Most Outstanding Spanish II Student, 
Chris Kelly and Most Outstanding Spanish III Student, 
Tanya Bennett.
Math Awards:

Most Outstanding Geometry Student, Amy Kilgard; 
Most Outstanding Algebra II Student, James Inman; Mos’ 
Outstanding Trigonometry and Pre Calculus Student, 
Chris Griner; Most Outstanding Calculus Student, Greg 
Leong; American High School Math Exam, First Place, 
Greg Leong, Second Place, Roslyn Johnson and Third 
Place, Anne Clark; Coastal Plains RESA Math Touma 
ment, First Place Comprehensive Test, Greg Leong and 
First Place Algebra 11 Test, James Inman.
Naval Science Awards:

Naval Science Award winners are: Distinguished Cadet, 
First Year, Mike Akins; Second Year, Bonita Lopez; Third 
Year, Robert Burroughs; Fourth Year, Anne Clark; 
Retired Officers' Association (Leadership Award), 
Edward Hart.
Science Awards:

Most Outstanding Science Student winners are: Physical 
Science, Amy Kilgard; Biology, Dan Altman; Chemistry, 
Pat Hoover and Physics, Toby Baskin.

having a blood clot in a vein in his 
torso for a couple of years. Morgan 
has also been active off the playing 
field as a member of Key Club, 
Interact Club, and Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. He is listed in 
Who's Who Among American High 
School Students and Distinguished 
American High School Students.

“He is an excellent student,” said 
Virginia Wisenbaker, VHS counsel­
or. “He is well liked by both faculty 
and students.”

A plaque will be hung inside the 
lobby at Valdosta High School with 
the names of the winners of the 
Bridges scholarship each year. 
Serving with chairman 
Wetherington on the board of trust­
ees for the scholarship fund are VHS 
Coach Nick Hyder, Principal Bill 
Aldrich, banker Lamar Newbern, 
and two direct descendants.

Another award given in memory 
of the long-time principal is the 
Howard Bridges Cup which is 
awarded each fall by the Valdosta 
Touchdown Club to the athlete with 
the highest grade point average.

A native of Sharpsburg, Bridges 
received his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from Mercer University and 
did further graduate work at Duke 
University and Columbia University. 
His life profession centered around 
the field of education, first in 
teaching and coaching and then in 
school administration. He followed 
this field of endeavor in the school 
systems of Bainbridge, Dublin, 
Macon and Valdosta.

Social Studies Awards:
The Most Outstanding Social Studies Students are: 

Freshman, Kelly Hamm, Kenyarda Moore and Holly 
Rentschler; Sophomore, Jason Finland and Virginia 
Williams; Junior, Pam Hoover and Jay Connell; Senior, 
Brian Mueller and Todd Peterson.
Outstanding Vocational Students:

The Area Winners of the Skill Olympics are: Wendi 
Connell, Jaime Gagliardi, Shannon Harris, Kelly McBride, 
Deania Denmark, Rusty Mace, Ashley Mooreman, Sharon 
Patrick, Kevin Breeden, Anna Field, Laura McMillan, 
Mike Harrell, Chris Harrell, Keith Gunter, Russell 
Melligan, Dan Altman and Shad Burroughs. Kevin 
Breeden and Laura McMillan were also district winners.

DECA
Winners of the DECA State Competition are: Catherine 

Kaiser, Stephanie Culverhouse, Susan Burns, Jefferson 
Davis, Toby Baskin and Michelle Winfrey.

District winners are: Catherine Kaiser, Nick Tomlinson, 
Chris Griner, Melanie Dennard, Jeff Lahr, Stephanie 
Culverhouse, Paige Braswell, Susan Burns, Kevin Griffis, 
Kim Courson, Jefferson Davis, LeAnn Hendrix, Kevin 
Glorius, Lynn Simmons, Brian Harris, Gina Hampton, 
Toby Baskin, Stephanie Gupton and Michelle Winfrey.
Trade and Industry and Industrial Arts Outstanding 
Students:

Drafting, Dan Altman; Electro Mechanics, Russell 
Melligan; Graphic Arts, Tony Hall; Health Occupations, 
Stephanie Drawdy; Industrial Arts, Christopher Gross; 
Metals, Tony Sargent; Transportation, Chris Harrell; 
Construction, Keith Gunter and Home Economics, Pamela 
Rome.

The winner of the Plymouth Trouble Shooting Contest 
was Kevin Griffis, sixth place, and James Poor.

Region Literary Competition Winners:
Region first place winners are Brian Mueller, Boys' Oral 

Interpretation; Charles Harris, Boys' Typing and Kelly 
Shelton, Girls' Oral Interpretation.

Second place winners were Dexter Sharper, David 
Jackson, Cedric Johnson and Dexter Mitchell for Boys' 
Quartet; Jay Connell, Kelly Shelton, Terry Snyder and 
Cindy Supp for Debate; Kelly Shelton, Girls' Extempora 
neous; Cindy Supp, Girls' Essay; David Jackson, Boys' 
Solo and Dan Altman, Boys' Piano.

Third place winners were Laura Bailey, Toby Baskin, 
Blair Barnette, Ada Burch, Jennifer Cantrell, Chris 
Carlson, Anne Clark, Holly Davis, Kevin Elliott, Amy 
Faircloth, Lydia Freeman, Barry Golivesky, Susie Grant, 
Amy Kilgard, Greg Leong, Marilois Owens, Catherine 
Register, Kelly Shelton, Heather Skiles, Terry Snyder, Ann 
Sorenson, Jennifer Staley, Cindy Supp, Melissa 
Wetherington, Melissa Wheeler and Micayle Williams for 
One Act Play.

Also Michael Young, Boys' Spelling; Blair Barnette, 
Girls' Solo and James Connell, Boys' Extemporaneous.

Fourth place winners were Sandra Wang, Girls' Piano 
and Kevin Elliott, Boys' Essay.

State Literary Competition Winners:
Charles Harris, second in Boys' Typing; Brian Mueller, 

third in Bo/s' Oral Interpretation; Kelly Shelton, fifth 
place in Girls' Oral Interpretation and Dan Altman, fifth 
place in Boys' Piano.
State of Georgia and University of Georgia Certificate of 
Merit for Juniors:

Winners are Jason Bridges, James Connell, Christopher 
Demont, James Dewar, Marty Diamond, Charles Harris, 
Leslie Hiers, Ben Hogan, Pamela Hoover, Michelle 
Jamieson, Roslyn Johnson, James McDaniel, Meredith
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McMillan, Tasha Quarterman, Coleman Rudolph, Kelly 
Shelton, Sandra Wang, Melissa Wetherington and Dawn 
Williams.

Sandra Wang and Christopher Demont were honored as 
participants in the Governors Honors Program.

National Merit Program:
The National Merit Scholarship Program Commended 

Students are Laura Bailey, Laura McMillan, Terry Snyder 
and Cynthia Supp.

National Merit Scholars are Anne Clark, Holly Davis, 
Jeff Lahr and Greg Leong.

The winner of the National Achievement Scholarship 
Program for Outstandiang Negro Students was Erika 
Duckworth.

Georgia Scholars include Toby Baskin, Anne Clark, 
Holly Davis, Jeff Lahr, Greg Leong and Cindy Supp.

Individual Scholarship Winners:
Edward Anderson, Baker University in Kansas and 

Northwestern University in Minnesota both for football; 
Laura Bailey, UGA President's Scholarship, UGA Music 
Scholarship and Florida State University Award and FSU 
Music Scholarship; Toby Baskin, Valdosta State College 
Foundation Scholarship; Kenneth Berrian, Morris Brown 
College for football; Sheri Boyd, Georgia Southern College 
Bell Honors Scholarship; LaTonya Brown, Morris Brown 
College Choir Scholarship; Susan Burns, UGA Scholarship 
and Mercer University; Shad Burroughs, Livingston 
University, Student Trainer Scholarship and Patrick 
Carlson, $1,000 scholarship and the Atlanta College of Art 
Portfolio Scholarship.

Also Anne Clark, Georgia Tech Presidential Tuition 
Scholarship, National Merit Scholarship and Air Force 
^C Type I Scholarship; David Cole, Presbyterian 
College, Belk Scholarship; Reginald Dandy, Northeast 
Oklahoma Junior College for football; Holly Davis, 
Macalester College the Dewitt Wallace Distinguished 
Scholar; Kevin Dubard, Morris Brown College, Navy 
ROTC Scholarship; Erika Duckworth, Florida A&M 
University's President's Merit Scholarship; Kevin Elliott, 
Wofford College, Cumberland College and Alcoa Scholar 
ship; Steven French, Morris Brown College for football; 
Angela Greene, Ministers Wives/Widows of the AME 
Church and Coronzoa Greene, University of Arkansas at 
Pine Bluff, Coffeyville Community College, Northeast 
Oklahoma Junior College and Morris Brown College all for 
football.

And Edward Hart, the David Lipscomb College 
Scholarship; Bernard Hitson, Morris Brown College for 
football, John Iverson, Black History Action Committee 
Scholarship; Jeff Lahr, Georgia Tech Merit Scholarship 

and National Merit Scholarship; Beau Laskey, appoint 
ment to United States Military Academy at West Point, 
Appointment to United States Air Force Academy, 
University of South Carolina, the Citadel and the 
University of Virginia for football; Greg Leong, National 
Merit Scholarship, Air Force ROTC Scholarship, Naval 
ROTC Scholarship; Laura McMillan, Vanderbilt Uni ver si 
ty Scholarship and Miguel Melendez, University of Npw 
Mexico, the Amigo Scholarship and the Excel Scholarship

Also, Erica Miller, Spelman College, Florida A&M 
Prsident's Special Scholarship and education scholarship 
from the Miss Black Valdosta Pageant Brian Mueller, 
Clemson Alumni Presidential Scholar, Todd Peterson, 
Appointment to United States Military Academy at West 
Point, Appointment to United States Air Force Academy, 
East Carolina, University of Arkansas and Valdosta State 
College for football; Brooke Price, Agnes Scott Centennial 
Award Scholarship, Lisa Scherer, P.E.O. Society Scholar 
ship; Terry Snyder, Georgia Southern College Bell Honors 
Scholarship; Charles Steward, University of South 
Carolina for football; Cynthia Supp, Savannah College of 
Art and Design; Rosalyn Thompson, Florida State 
University Southwest Georgia Non residency Tuition 
scholarship and University of Georgia Alumni Scholarship.

Also Rebekah Van Nus, Brewton Parker College Music 
Scholarship, Demetrius Waters, Morris Brown College for 
football; Chad Zahniser, National Merit Special Scholar 
ship from State Farm and LaRita Lynn Felton, Valdosta 
Association of Educators Scholarship





VHS Reaches Out For 
City’s Special ^hndren^
By AMY SWANN 
Times Staff Writer

*

Teaching children with special needs 
to survive in today’s world is the 
premise of the special education pro­
gram at Valdosta High School.

“We teach the things they need to 
know to get along in the community 
when they leave school,” according to 
Faith Cooper, head of the VHS Special 
Education Department.

Three types of children are taught at 
the department including the mentally 
handicapped, those with learning dis­
orders and students with behavior 
disorders.

The department deals primarily with 
the mentally handicapped who range 
from the severely handicapped, IQ’s 
25-4$, to the mildly handicapped, IQ’s 
55-70.

All children in the mentally handi­
capped department must also be below 
grade level and have low social skills,

Mrs. Cooper said.
While the program is vocationally 

based, basic skills such as reading and 
math are also taught.

“We teach functional math and 
reading such as how to read and pay 
with checks and how to figure prices 
when buying groceries,” Mrs. Cooper 
said.

Health and safety as well as social 
and daily living skills are two other 
classes designed specifically for their 
exceptional children.

“These are skills for everyday living 
such as how to get along with others 
and how to make decisions,” she said.

In the afternoon, many of the 
students leave school for jobs in the 
community. The students work at 
restaurants, schools and even con­
struction jobs.

“They are just normal kids,” Mrs. 
Cooper said.

In conjunction with Exceptional 
Children’s Week, observed May 2-6, 
several events have been planned to 
honor the students.

Times Staff Writer 1*^4

Times Photo By Paul Leavy

In Top 10 
In DECA .
FRANCES GOLIVESKYvp< > ^

Distributive Education Clubs of 
America has included a Valdosta High 
School student on its national honor roll 
of achievers.

Stephanie Culverhouse, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Culverhouse, 
placed in the top 10 students at DECA’s 
national conference in Salt Lake City, 
Utah.
She competed against 150 students in 
the apparel and accessories category 
on the master level.

After winning second place in the 
state, she earned the privilege to 
compete at the national competition. 
The contest format includes a written 
examination and impromptu role­
playing with the panel of judges.

“I was given a sheet of paper with a 
retail situation which I had to act out 
with the judges,” said Stephanie. 
“After the first round all but 21 
students were eliminated and then I 
had to role-play with the judges 
again.”

The first situation Stephanie had to 
act out with one judge while another 
judge observed what happens to many 
retailers who hold sales. Stephanie 
recounted how the judge, as a custom­
er, came to her (the salesman) to 
inquire about a skirt advertisted on 
sale. The sale item was not in the store 
at the time and Stephanie role-played 
how she would handle a customer who 
came looking for a specific article of 
clothing and was not able to find it.

“I told her I could order the skirt 
from the catalog or give her a 
raincheck, or show her a similar skirt. 
I ended up selling her two other 
skirts,” she said.

Stephanie said she had been coached 
to think on her feet and she said, “If 
you can come up with a quick answer 
that will satisfy the judge as a 
customer, you might have a chance to 
win.” . ,

After the extensive competition 
Stephanie was “surprised” to be in­
cluded in the top 10 students in her 
category.

“I enjoyed seeing the Great Salt 
Lake and the Mormon Tabernacle 
Choir while I was there,” she said. “I 
missed some of the other sightseeing 
because I had to prepare for the final

Valdosta Language 
Students Compete

Foreign Language students from 
Valdosta High School attended the 
Georgia Southern College Oratorical 
competition in Statesboro April 23.

Those attending in French were: 
Chris Spurlock (2), Carma Wright (3), 
Tommy Moser (1), Page Broomberg 
(2) Pam Hoover (2), Lee Bennett, 
Allison McAllister (3), Lin Brown (2), 
William McElveen, Jamey Dewar (1), 
Truett Wakefield, Tonya Nolan, Susie 
Grant (2), Carole Jones (3), Holly 
Davis and Rosalyn Thompson (2).

Those attending in Spanish were: 
Eric Grant (3), Toni Essinger (2), 
Mari Minks, Jennifer Staley, Jennifer 
Guest, Tanya Bennett (2), Cassandra 
Gordon (3), Marilyn Moss, Paul 
McLane, Jamie Essinger, India Giuly 
(1), Nick Gonis (2), John Ramey, Jack 
Farber (1), Catherine Register (3), 
Farell Scott, and Tony Sargent (2).

The winners are indicated by

Miss Susan Davis, Mrs. Elsie 
Nicholas and Mrs. Patty Smitherman, 
teachers at VHS, accompanied the 
group.

FBLA Elects
New Officers
By Chad Harris____________________

The Future Business Leaders of 
America chapter of Y31^3 ^igh 
School has announced the 1988-89 
° The officers are President, Matthew 
Lawrence (also Ga. State FBLA Pre5'" 
dent); Vice-President, Jay Langdale; 
Secretary, Chad Harris; Treasurer; 
Chassity Loving; Projects Chairman, 
Angela Brown; Reporter, Mmdee 
Butler and Historian, Jibade Johnson.the

numbers in parentheses.

Stephanie Culverhouse Competes In Apparel, Accessories

tion’s Good Citizenship Award during 
the same awards ceremony.

competition.”
The VHS senior is about to complete 

an already accomplished year at the 
high school. She is president of the VHS 
Student Council and DECA club as well 
being captain of the cheerleaders. She 
is a member of Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, Interact Club, and 1987-88 
Homecoming Court. Stephanie is listed 
in Who's Who Among American High 
School Students.

Stephanie’s most recent achievement 
was announced Tuesday night at 
Honors Night at the high school when 
she was named “Best All-Around 
Senior Superlative.” She also received 
the Gen. James Jackson Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolu-

The Best All-Around Senior plans to 
continue working at Cornerstone Fash­
ions while she attends Valdosta State 
College in the fall and to major in 
marketing. After college Stephanie 
hopes to join a department store and 
become the primary buyer in juniors 
or ladies ready-to-wear.

VHS honor graduate Susan Burns, 
daughter of Mrs. James Burns and the 
late Dr. Burns, also won the privilege 
to compete at the conference in Salt 
Lake City for the national contest by 
winning first place in the state com­
petition in advertising and display 
services.
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VHS Band Members
By AMY SWANN 7 gathered for the program.

Honored Tuesday
Times Staff Writer The freshman band members were

Laura Bailey was selected as Senior 
Bandmember of the Year Tuesday 
night at Valdosta High School’s 
Marchin’ Cats band banquet and 
awards ceremony.

Held at the VHS cafeteria, hundreds 
of parents, students and guests

given their letters and the sophomore 
and junior members were honored with 
a certificate. But the night belonged to 
the senior members who were re­
cognized individually.

The senior band members included? 
Jennifer Ash, Laura Bailey, Sheri 
Boyd, Carla Burgman, Brant 
Campbell, Len Davis, Paula Davis,

Seletha Jones, Penny Little, Cassie 
Tonsil, Rebekah Van Nus, Michaelann 
Wells, David Ford and Clayton 
Madison.

Several special awards were also 
presented.

The Tex Mullis Loyalty Award was 
presented to Seletha Jones by mem­
bers of the Mullis family. Tex Mullis 
was a member of the VHS band in the 
60s and was killed while serving his

VHS DECA Banquet 
Set For Tonight

The 40th annual Distributive Educa­
tion Club employer-employee banquet 
will be held tonight at 7 p.m. in the 
Valdosta High School cafeteria.

Tonight’s banquet will celebrate the 
club’s anniversary and all past presi­
dents of the VHS DECA Club and the 
members of the 1948 club have been 
invited to attend.

Marvin Brown, state superintendent 
of marketing education, will be one of 
tonight’s guests.

country during the Vietnam War.
The Lucy Stewart Memorial Award 

was presented to Penny Little by Miss 
Stewart’s brother. She too was a 
member of the Marchin’s Cats but was 
killed in a car accident in the early 70s.

Bandsman of the Year went to 
freshman John Allen and the Spirit of 
the Marchin’s Cats Award went to 
Wynne Johnson.

* Other awards and their recipients 
include: the John Phillip Sousa Award, 
Laura Bailey; Rookie of the Year, 
Holly Rentschler; Louie Armstrong 
Jazz Award, Woodrow Johnson and 
Senior Jazz Players, Clay Madison, 
David Ford and Laura Bailey.

Band Booster President for 1987-88 — 
Ivey Plair Jr. — turned over the 
leadership of the organization to 
1988-89 President Richard Pye.

The boosters have already begun 
work on the 1988 Southern Open Band 
Competition and are planning for a trip 
to Michigan in the fall. The Marchin’ 
Cats have been invited to perform in 
the 62nd Annual Michigan Thanksgiv­
ing Day Parade.
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Vocational ‘Super’ 
Coordinates Program

John Field, vocational sujpervisor at 
Valdosta High School, fulfills his posi­
tion with various duties. Being in­
volved with the several vocational 
departments, such as Home Econom­
ics, Business Education, and the 
Work-Study Programs, Mr. Field car­
ries out the rules and concepts of the 
state education board.

He supervises not only at VHS, but 
also the students at Valdosta Junior 
High School. His chief duty is to 
coordinate these vocational programs 
and keep them running smoothly.

Field is orginally from Jacksonville, 
Fla., and has three daughters. His 
educational backgrounds includes a 
B.A. in psychology, a master’s degree 
in special education, an education

Distributive Education Adds
To Finished Product Quality

During the past few years, one of the biggest outcries to 
the education establishment, from the general public as well 
as from politicians, has been the high cost of education 
versus the quality of the end product.

The purpose of this article is not to argue either of these 
two points, but to present some very interesting figures 
about Distributive Education as they relate to cost and 
product.

Last year, there were MDE programs located in 128 high 
schools, with over 13,000 high school students enrolled 
during the 1987-88 school year.

The money earned by MDE students came to over $18 
million. It is safe to say that this money went back into the 
economy.

Certainly we can conclude from these figures that co-op 
education is definitely a good investment in dollars and 
cents. However, let’s look at the end product of our 
education process.

Our MDE students work a unique situation in that they are 
able to receive valuable work experiences and classroom 
training while attending their regular classes. Students who 
sign up for ME during their junior and senior years of high 
school, take their required subjects, English, Math, Science, 
and History, as well as a class in ME.

Under no circumstances does ME interfere with a 
students academic courses. In fact, ME is an academic 
elective accepted by colleges throughtout the U.S.

Upon completion of classes each day, the students go to 
their jobs and work about 3-5 hours. This on the job training 
is a very valuable experience for our students, since they 
are treated as a regular employee.

ME students receive no special privileges. They receive 
normal starting salaries for beginning employees and are

expected to produce in a like manner. However, employers 
are very cooperative in working with the ME teacher, to 
coordinate the student’s job responsibilities with his 
classroom training.

In fact, many employers find that ME students can 
perform some responsibilities, such as stockkeeping, 
display, and record keeping, that they might have to hire a 
full-time employee just for this one skill.

Through these unique experiences, classroom training and 
on-the-job-work experiences, employers benefit as well as 
the students. The investment of time and money on the part 
of the employer is returned in the form of a well-trained 
employee that most likely will be working with him several 
years.

Students benefit from the practical training they receive 
while still in high school. The student is well prepared to 
enter the job market upon graduation from high school.

In fact, we are finding that more and more students are 
continuing to work with their ME employers while attending 
post secondary institutions or going to work for them full 
time after high school graduation.

The success of the investment in the ME program can be 
evaluated by its end products, throughout the city of 
Valdosta ana our nation. Many graduates of our local ME 
program can be found in successful business and pro­
fessional careers.

The feature article of this insert in the ME section about 
Mr. Williams, is certainly typical of the many young people 
who have come through our program. Certainly we can see 
that cooperation between the state education department, 
the local school system and the business community can 
produce a good product, with a realistic dollar investment.

DECA Students Win At State
Of the 18 students who attended the 

state wide DECA Competition in 
Atlanta, Georgia, six students qualified 
for national competition.

The competition was held March 
18-20 for DECA students throughout 

* Georgia. These students joined to 
compete in various contests related to 
marketing.

The students who qualified for na­
tional competition are: Susan Burns, 
first place in Advertising Services; 
Stephanie Culverhouse, second place in 
Apparel and Accessories; Toby 
Baskins, first place in Marketing Math 
Event; Michele Winfrey, third place in 
the Reporter-of-the-Year event; 
Catherine Kaiser, third place in Busi­
ness speech; and Len Davis, fourth 
place in Food Marketing Supervisory 
Level.

Altman Strong 
ME Supporter

One of the strongest supporters of the 
Marketing Education program is 
Walter G. Altman III, superintendent 
of Valdosta City Schools.

specialist degree in school administra­
tion, and a certificate as a vocational 
director.

Part of his initial job was the 
vocational education of the handi­
capped, so from these he was given the 
opportunity to become the director of 
vocational education for the Valdosta 
City School System. Mr. Field also 
fulfilled the position of principal at 
West Gordon Elementary School.

Mr. Field was quoted as saying, “I 
think the vocational education pro­
gram at Valdosta High School is one of 
the most important programs offered.” 
He thinks more students should take* 
advantage of the program because he 
has seen from his own experiences that 
the most successful business leaders

Altman approves fully of the Market­
ing program. Altman feels ME is “a 
great chance for on the job experience.

‘‘When you evaluate the job 
market,” according to Mr. Altman, 
“only 15 percent of the available jobs 
go to those with college educations. 
The training is not theory based, but 
skill based with 85 percent of the jobs 
going to vocational students. ”

When asked if the Quality Basic 
Education Act could affect the Voca­
tional program, Altman said, “it could 
hurt if we are not careful.” Altman 
feels the money that goes to ME is very 
well spent.

ME Program Can 
Provide Opportunity

The Marketing Education Program 
seeks to provide each student an 
oppportunity to:

1. Prepare for gainful employment 
and for advancement in a distributive 
occupation.

2. Gain an understanding and appre­
ciation of the American private en­
terprise system as a cornerstone of 
American democracy.

JOHN FIELD
have come from the vocational educa­
tion program.

3. Build an awareness of the civic, 
social and moral responsibilities of 
business to society.

4. Develop the use of ethical stan­
dards in business.

5. Stimulate interest in a chosen 
marketing occupational field by pro­
viding an understanding of the op­
portunities it offers in becoming a 
contributing member of society.

6. Prepare to analyze consumer 
demand and to satisfy the needs and 
wants of consumers intelligently, effi­
ciently, and pleasantly.

7. Develop increased competence in 
marketing.

8. Contribute to the improvement of 
the techniques in marketing and dis­
tribution.

9. Advance the objectives of the total 
educational program.

10. Develop sensitivity to changes in 
marketing practices, and procedures 
as they are affected by social, econom­
ical, technical, and educational devel­
opments, and adapt to such changes.

11. To strive to develop among 
employers, employees, and consumers 
a wider appreciation of the value of 
specifically trained personnel in mar­
keting.

Williams Develops
Successful Business
Fleming Williams, a 1970 graduate of 

the Marketing Education program at 
Valdosta High School, has developed a 
very successful business based on the 
concept of quality workmanship and 
valuable marketing skills.

Williams began his career in the 
automobile business soon after 
graduation from high school. His first 
efforts were a small used car lot in 
downtown Valdosta. Through hard 
work and many long hours, he became 
one of the most successful used car 
dealers in South Georgia. Fleming and 
his brother, Larry, also a marketing 
graduate of Valdosta High School, 
continued to operate their used car 
business until 1982, when Fleming 
developed a strong interest in the 
luxury van business.

Fleming started his van business in 
1982 when he began buying finished 
vans from other dealers. He was 
quoted as saying, “I became dis­
satisfied with the workmanship and the 
quality of the vans I was buying, so I 
decided to start my own business and 
production plant.” Mr. Williams began 
nis van conversions in a small building 
in Adel, Georgia, completing only two 
or three vans a week.

Since that beginning, demand for his 
products has soared so high, he has 
built a modern facility on 1-75 with the 
capacity to satisfy his customer’s 
demand. By employing only 13 
workers, Williams is able to insure 
quality workmanship. He keeps in 
touch with his customers to assure 
their satisfaction.

In February 1987, Mr. Williams 
moved Van Versions to the new plant 
which gave them the capacity to
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produce from 60 to 70 vans a month to 
120 to 150 a month.

“I feel very strongly about the high 
school Marketing Education pro­
gram,” Williams said, “because it 
helped me so much to get started in my 
career.” Williams is an example of a 
Marketing Education student who put 
his marketing skills to use and had the 
dedication to achieve the goals he had 
set for himself.

Mr. Norman Greene, Williams’ Mar­
keting Education coordinator in high 
school, said, “I enjoyed having them 
both in my Marketing program at the 
old Valdosta High School.” Mr. Greene 
said he could remember Fleming 
always talking about going into busi­
ness for himself when he graduated 
from high school. He set goals high and 
worked hard to achieve them. Mr. 
Greene closed his interview by saying, 
“It is always a satisfaction to see one 
of your former students become a 
success in his life. Furthermore, it is 
even more satisfying to see him 
become a fine family man and a pillar 
of the community.”

Ninety-nine percent of the work Van 
Versions does is for dealers, but some 
individual custom work is done. 
Williams distributes his products 
through dealers in Tallahassee, 
Atlanta, and Orlando. He can also 
secure vans for individual customers 
from these dealers.

Salutes 
our own

Stephanie Culverhouse
We ’re Proud of You!
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Outstanding Year With Club

VHS Marketing Education Chapter is 
completing an outstanding year under 
the direction of the president, Stepha­
nie Culverhouse, and the other officers.

Stephanie is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Al Culverhouse. She is currently 
employed at Cornerstone Fashions. As 
club president, Stephanie’s re­
sponsibilities include organizing and 
planning all club activities and offering 
her leadership at all club functions.

Stephanie has excelled in many, if 
not all, of her academic subjects at 
VHS. She is a first-year student in 
Marketing Education and feels that the 
lub had a good year as it successfully 

competed in the annual district, state,

Cooperative Training Is Me Base
Marketing Education is a coopera­

tive vocational education program 
designed to meet the needs of 11th- and 
12th-grade students who are preparing 
to enter employment in the field of 
marketing, merchandising, and man­
agement.

Marketing Education provides an 
opportunity for the schools and busi­
ness community to work together.

The program provides an opportuni­
ty to combine academics and voca­
tional skills. In the area of 
mathematics, students are expected to 
be able to figure a mark-up percentage 
and compute cash discounts. English 
skills are utilized when writing re­
sumes, communicating orally with 
customers, and researching marketing 
problems within the community.

The Marketing Education Program 
is divided into classroom instruction, 
on the job training, and DECA. Com­
petency-based classroom instruction 
and on-the-job supervised training 
provide students the opportunity to 
acquire marketing knowledge and to 
develop the attitudes and skills neces­
sary for success in distributive oc­
cupations, marketing careers, and 
marketing education.

The topics taught in the classroom 
include employability skills, marketing 
functions, economics of marketing, 
advertising and display, free en­
terprise, personal selling, physical 
distribution, marketing math, 
merchandising management, and 
entrepreneurship,—“—-

and national competitions.
Other officers elected this year were 

Rad Johnson, Vice-President, son of 
Joanne Cohen; Natalie Bishop, Secre­
tary, daughter of Royce and Delia 
Bisnop; Gina Hampton, Treasurer, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Mike 
Hampton; Michele Winfrey, Reporter, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dennis 
Williams; Anne Wansley, Chaplain, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Steve 
Wansley; Brant Campbell, 
Sargent-at-Arms, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sanford Campbell; Susan Burns, 
Sweetheart, daughter of Ms. Jan 
Burns; and Melanie Dennard, Sweet­
heart, daughter of James and Sue 
Dennard.

On-the-job training then puts these 
competencies learned in the classroom 
into practical use. Students are placed 
in selected business in the community 
for their training experience, where 
they do a variety of tasks, while 
learning first hand about the operation 
of business. Most students work be­
tween 15 and 30 hours a week. 
Marketing Education students are 
rated by tneir training sponsors on the 
quality of work performed and receive 
credits toward graduation require­
ments based on tbeir performance at 
the job site.

The third phase of the program, 
DECA, is designed to promote high 
ideals on the local, state, and national 
levels. These purposes are clearly 
stated:

On The Cover.
After 40 years, the Distributive Education Club is stronger 

than ever, and drawing on a rich history, the DECA leaders 
of the 80’s are planning for the future. The cover shows the 
club members during the formative years in the 1940s. The 
members pictured include: First Row: Mock, Marlene 
Holland, Alma Eunice, Dolphus Eunice. Second Row: Webb, 
Vickers, Miss Quarterman, Eugenia Holland, Bray, Hughes. 
Third Row: Ervin, Blanton, Nussbaum, Downing, Yale, 
White, Dasher, Barker. Fourth Row: Pittman, Forthe, 
Wetherington, St. John, Adolph Hughes, Todd.
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Mizuno • Louisville Slugger

STEPHANIE CULVERHOUSE

1. DECA encourages free enterprise, 
economic awareness, and practical 
experience.

2. DECA encourages civic responsi­
bility.

3. DECA believes in competition.
DECA provides the ME student an 

opportunity to develop social and 
leadership skills through participation 
in club activities. In addition to their
local chapter activities, students have

•tunity to participate in com-an opport
petitive events on the district, state, 
and national level. These competitive 
events are competency based and 
relate to what the students are being 
taught in the classroom and on the job. 
DECA is the showcase of the Market­
ing Education program.

Students Go To Top
Two Valdosta High School students 

attended the National DECA Con­
ference in Salt Lake City from April 27 
to May 1. Stephanie Culverhouse 
competed in Apparel and Accessories 
and Susan Burns competed in 
Advertising Services. Norman Greene, 
advisor of the Valdosta chapter of 
DECA, also attended the national 
event.

The students must have competed in 
district and state competitions and 
have placed in the top three of their 
contest to qualify for national com­
petition. At nationals they competed 
with other marketing students from all 
over the nation.

Stephanie received a semi-finalist 
medallion for placing in the top 21 
students of her contest. She then 
competed and advanced to the 10 of her 
contest. Because of her last competi­
tion, Stephanie received a finalist 
medallion.

Having national winners emphasizes 
the basis of DECA education.

Education is the issue statewide as 
well as nationwide during the 80’s. 
Education should be designed to meet 
the needs of all students as well as the

♦ RICH’S
▲ SPORTING GOOOS 

JL. and A\A/ARDSj inc.

community.
Academics are important for all 

students and especially those enrolled 
in vocational education programs. 
Vocational education further develops 
the academic skills of the students by 
providing training needed for entry 
level positions in the business world.

Vocational instruction enhances aca­
demics by making it more current, 
relevant, and practical. Many voca­
tional students do attend college where 
they further their educational training 
in a related field of study. They realize 
the importance of having a marketing 
skill because of the competition in 
today’s job market.

Most importantly, however, they 
have utilized the vast area of technical 
expertise available through the voca­
tional programs offered in Georgia 
school systems, while at the same time 
reinforcing their academic com­
petence.

Excellence in education will only be 
achieved when the vocational and 
academic disciplines work together to 
meet the unique, and individual, needs 
of each students. Vocational education 
does make a difference.

BELK HUDSON
Supports

DECA
1181 St. Augustine Rd

Valdosta, GA 
244-6391

Little League Headquarters
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DECA Diamond 
Is Club Symbol

The DECA emblem is symbolic of all 
the things that the ME clubs of 
America offer its members. The 
emblem, a diamond, is a familar sight 
to DECA students. The DECA diamond 
symbolizes vocational understanding, 
civic consciousness, social intelligence 
and leadership development.

After participating in the marketing
education program, a student has 
become well prepared to take his or
her place in the business world. He or 
she has developed a vocational un­
derstanding.

Civic consciousness is taught to the 
student through both class and chapter 
work. The student learns through the 
community by studying its needs and 
planning community betterment.

Through the social activities and 
events sponsored by DECA, the student 
will gain social intelligence. The DECA 
student attends workshops and con­
ferences, as well as enjoyment activi­
ties and these combined things help the 
student develop his or her poise and 
social graces.

Leadership development is the last 
point of the diamond. To achieve 
development in leadership the student 
attends workshops and conferences 
that teach them to be good leaders, as 
well as good followers.

The diamond’s center contains a 
wrapped package that indicates a job 
well done and well-rounded education. 
This is achieved through cooperation of 
the school administrator, teachers, 
parents, businessmen, and students.

These opportunities offered through 
the DECA club work together to 
develop the student as a better person.

Students and Parents Working Together In ME
There are several students enrolled 

in the Marketing Education program 
this year who are employed by their 
parents.

Among these students are Brant 
Campbell, Sandy Campbell Music 
Center; Stephanie Gupton, Steve 
Gupton Attorney-at-law; Brian Harris, 
Big B Dry Cleaners; Keith Harris, 
Harris Construction; Gina Hampton, 
Top 40 Video; Honey Hatcher, Gerlock 
Dance Studio; Nick Murray, Weeks

Johnson Distributing Company

Holland Flying Service
242-3175

v>%

Sweetheart Melanie Dennard With DECA Emblem, Past Pictures And Winning Trophies

Competitions Offer Experiences
Competitive events are only one of 

the numerous ways marketing educa­
tion creates learning opportunities for 
more than 250,000 marketing education 
students throughout the United States 
and Canada.

Once a year, the marketing educa­
tion students in each of their district 
join to compete in the assigned. At 
district competition, the students 
compete in their events by taking a 
written competency-based exam and 
by acting out a role playing situation.

Textile Mill Outlet; and Chris Trice, 
The Valdosta Country Club Tennis 
Shop.

Nick Murray, son of Martha 
Hendrix, says that he feels more at 
ease working with his mom. There are 
a few ME functions that require time 
spent out of the classroom. Working for 
a parent makes it easier to ask for time 
on when necessary.

Not only do the students find advan-

Students who place in the top three are 
eligible for state competition. The top 
four students in each competitive event 
at the state convention are eligible for 
the national competition.

Members from the Marketing Edu­
cation chapter at Valdosta High trav­
eled to Savannah, Georgia, on Feb. 6 to 
participate in the District 7 competitve 
events.

These students competed in the 
competency-based events areas of Ap­
parel and Accessories, Finance and 
Credit, Food Marketing, Quick-Serve

tages but so do the parents who hire 
DECA students. Mrs. Hendrix finds 
that students who work prepare 
themselves for the future in the 
business world and develop a sense of 
pride. Students who work for their 
parents get an opportunity to see how
the business is operated.

Chris Trice, another student who one. Asking for time off, asking 
works with his mom, says, “Working questions about the job, and asking for 
with my mom allows me to spend more raises are among the things made 
time with her. ’ ’ easier by being employed by a parent.
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Millstore Plaza #18
Lake Park, Georgia

restaurant Marketing, Full Service 
Restaurant Marketing, General Mar­
keting, General Marketing, General 
Merchandising, Adverising Services, 
Service Station Retailing, Business 
Speech, Job Interview, and Reporter of 
the Year.

Valdosta High School chapter of 
DECA won the first place in overall in 
district competition this year. The 
chapter won eight first-place awards, 
nine second-place awards, and one 
third-place awards.

Working for a parent is beneficial in 
many ways. Mrs. Trice was quoted as 
saying, “I enjoy working with my son 
and seeing him put his marketing skills

All students working with their 
parents in the ME program agree that 
it is very rewarding in more ways than 
one. Asking for time off, asking

Insta-Lube
902 North Ashley Street - 247-7553 

1718 Gornto Road - 242-2292 
IO Minute Oil Change and Lube

Mizell Floor Covering
423 Connell Road

244-2333

ME And DECA 
Goals Common

What is ME? Marketing Education 
identifies a program of instruction 
which teaches marketing, merchan­
dising and management. ”

What is DECA? DECA identifies the 
program of student activity relating to 
Distribution Education Clubs of 
America and is designed to develop 
future leaders for marketing and 
distribution. DECA is the only national 
student organization operating within 
the nation’s schools to attract young 
people to careers in marketing, 
merchandising and management.

ME students have common ob­
jectives and interests in that each is 
studying for a specific career oh 
jective. DECA ativities have 
tremendous psychological effect upon 
the attitudes of students, and many 
students have no other opportunity to 
participate in social activities of the 
school or to develop responsibilities of 
citizenship. DECA members learn to 
serve as leaders and followers and they 
have the opportunity for state and 
national recognition that they would 
not have otherwise.

Marketing Education instruction and 
DECA activitiy constantly emphasizes 
America’s system of competition and 
private enterprise. Self-help among 
students is the rule rather than the 
exception and DECA leaders give 
constant encouragement to continued 
education. History has proven that 
whenever a nation’s channels of dis­
tribution fail to function, that nation is 
shortlived. As DECA attracts more of 
our youth to study marketing and 
distribution, the total DE program 
becomes a vital necessity to our 
national economy.

DECA chapter activities are always 
school-centered, thus contributing to 
the school’s purpose of preparing 
well-adjusted, employable citizens. 
Chapter activities serve the Deistribu- 
tion Education teacher as a teaching 
tool by creating interest in all phases of 
marketing and distribution study, and 
serve as an avenue of expression for 
individual talent.

The chapter is the “show window” 
for the student achievement and pro­
gress and is the public relations arm of 
the ME instructional program who are 
interested in marketing, management 
and distribution careers and assists in 
subject matter presentation.

DECA members have made 
numerous studies and surveys to aid 
the economic development of their own 
community. Individual and group 
marketing projects continue to en 
courage this type of contribution. Many 
businesses favor hiring ME students 
because of their interest in training 
and their related school study of that 
particular business. Many leaders in 
business and government have praised 
DECA for its civic-related activities.

247-2425

Prinsho Products
301 South Fry Street — Valdosta 

242-6425

Castleberry Co., Ine

Southern Builders Supply Co
1301 Madison Highway

242-4750

South Georgia Pecan 
309 South Lee — Valdosta 
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Parents Offer
Students Support

Parents of ME students support and 
recognize the importance of ME. A few 
parents of ME students were recently 
interviewed.

Mrs. Williams, mother of ME stu­
dent Michele Winfrey said, “Michele 
has learned a great deal from the ME 
program. Experience is crucial in 
today’s work force.” Michele Winfrey, 
a senior ME student, is employed at 
Modern Photographies. She states, 
“My mom understands that ME takes 
up a lot of my time. She approves 
though, after all, ME can be incorpo­
rated into my future. ’’

Another Marketing Education stu­
dent, Chris Trice, agrees with his mom 
that the ME program is preparing him 
for his future career goals. Mrs. Trice 
was quoted as saying, “Marketing 
Education is showing Chris what the
real world of marketing is all about 
and he is getting valuable first-hand 
experience from his on the job train­
ing.”

Most parents of the marketing edu­
cation students agree that DECA is a 
great preparation step for their son or 
daughter’s career. Once he has had the 
experience of working in high school, 
he will find adjusting to fellow 
employees and working with the public
much easier.

The opinions of the two interview 
parents is the average of all the 
parents of the Marketing Education 
students. The training these students 
are receiving now will serve as valu­
able experience to use in their future 
careers. All students participating in 
the Marketing Education program will 
benefit by becoming the future com­
munity leaders of tomorrow.

DECA Is Self- Supporting Organization
1. DECA is the only student organiza­

tion operating through the public and 
private schools of the nation to attract 
young people to careers in marketing 
and distribution.

2. DECA encourages private en­
terprise and economic awareness 
through individual instruction, studies 
in marketing projets, exposure to 
successful business leaders, individual 
and group awards, and practical expe­

Marketing Education Students Show Their Ability In Clothing “Store Front”

ME Students Make Good
Norman Greene, coordinator of the 

ME program at Valdosta High School, 
frequently visits the local businesses 
which employ his marketing students. 
By visiting these businesses, he can 
talk with the employers about the 
quality of work they are receiving from 
their ME employees.

Greene was pleased with the results 
of his recent interview with Scott 
Nichols, owner of Modern Photo­
graphies. Nichols, presently employing 
marketing students, says, “I believe 
marketing education students make

rience in business establishments.
3. DECA encourages civic awareness 

and responsibility through professional 
conferences, chapter activities, school 
improvement projects, and support of 
community activities.

4. DECA maintains a series of state 
and national competitive events — all 
designed to stimulate and motivate 
student interest, career encourage­
ment, and occupational competence.

better employees since they are being 
graded for their performance on the 
job as well as in the classroom.”

Having been a marketing student 
himself, Nichols is a great supporter of 
DECA and thinks DECA is working to 
make many of the great leaders of 
tomorrow.

Another pleasing interview Greene 
had was with Brad Zeithlin, the 
manager of Camera America.

Mr. Zeitlin says, “Employing a 
Marketing Education student is both 
rewarding and exciting. To allow a

5. DECA belives in competition and 
offers awards and recognition to stu­
dent members and advisors for out­
standing accomplishments.

6. DECA maintains its own scholar­
ship loan program to assist and 
encourage its members toward higher 
education.

7. DECA pays its own way. Its 
national headquarters and staff are 
maintained entirely by student dues

Employees
student to develop and mature as well 
as accept increasing responsibility 
rewards the student and the employer. 
The student begins to develop initiative 
and aggressiveness in the business 
which will inevitably be advantageous 
as the student develops into the 
infrastructure of today’s business soci­
ety.”

The Valdosta High School Marketing 
Education Program has 56 students 
working for 47 different businesses 
throughout Valdosta.

and other internal income.
8. All contributed funds are used 

directly for student benefit through our 
program of student activity: awards 
and recognition, career conferences, 
program development, public in­
formation, career encouragement, 
scholarship loans.

9. Your support of DECA will help in 
developing future leaders for market­
ing and distribution.

Students Win 
Trip To State

Of the 18 students which attended the 
seventh district competition last 
weekend, all of the students qualified 
for state competition which will be held 
in Atlanta on March 18. The district 
competition was held in Savannah, 
Georgia, last weekend where the stu­
dents competed in co-curricular con­
tests with other students from the 
southwest Georgia area.

The students who qualified are: 
Catherine Kaiser, first place in the 
speech competition; Nick Tomlinson, 
first place in the Job interview; Chris 
Griner, first place in marketing 
spelling-vocabulary ; Melanie Dennard, 
third place in general merchandising 
master employee level; Leff Lahr, 
second place in general merchandising 
supervisory level.

Also, Stephanie Culverhouse, second 
place in apparel and accessories 
Master employee level; Paige 
Braswell, first place in apparel and 
accessories supervisory level; Susan 
Burns, second place in advertising 
services; Kevin Griffis, second place in 
vehicles and petroleum marketing; 
Kim Courson, second place in food 
marketing master employee leve; Len 
Davis, first place in food marketing 
supervisory.

Also, LeAnn Hendrix, first place in 
full service restaurant maangement; 
Kevin Glorious, second place in 
quick-serve restaurant management; 
Lynn Simmons, second place in 
general marketing master employee 
level; Brian Harris, second place in 
general marketing supervisory level; 
Gina Hampton, second place in the 
economics testing event; Toby 
Baskins, first place in the math testing 
event; and Stephanie Gupton, second 
place in hotel and motel management 
master employee level.

marketing 
Education
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Best Wishes 
Nick and Melanie 

Ladies Fashion Accessories
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Valdosta, Georgia 31602
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RAX RESTAURANT
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Kelli Barrett and Jack Williams
1 202 North St. Augustine Rood — 244*6256

SMITH MOTORS, INC. 
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ROY A. SUMNER
SUMNER FUNERAL HOME 
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