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220d Annual

"The BRowan ‘Tree Church
Report: November, 2004 ce
Hallows 2003 cc - Hallows 2004 cc

Rowan
Rowan: fom A Compemaion of Herlal Magick

We Harvest: 1) Down Sceds

Lasl yesr we spoke about ‘Tetuming (o our roois.” The
Rownn Tree had embraced temporary changes. We
iocrensed our expenses by adding linbility insumnce, There
were & few changes of positions as those who wirk as onr
primary voluntecra rcarranped themselves. Several
Individuals lefy our organization. Mace new Members cane
along. The Mystery School kept its carollinent on the low
sido o focus Lpon the quality oF Studeots and wur long-lerm
goals For a time. Wi were all encairaged 1o cootemplale the
fnore of The Rowan Tree Church in conjunclion with the
Highext kleals of The Tradition of Loethloriiin.

And how have we dane? As we ium the Wheel ot
Ifallowmas, this anlumns harvesl season imlicales where we
are- Just us our conning shelves in the weight bench area of
the classroom hold more jass of home:grown, organic fruil
juice thon ever, there has been sigoificant growth within
our Chorch.

As the Wheel turned al Hallows a brand-new recunding
of The Rilual of Lothlorién was being senl oul on both
castotie ape and on CD. Then: bad been a number of
requests in recent years and a s=arch of the cassetie tope
libwasy 1ot the noed wanling. 1L was quite a joyTul sfternoon
ot October 10th when a group of us gathen:d and chanted
The Ritual of Lothlorién and then sang the Goddess Songs.

As une Member wrole on o Satunbay, “] received The
Ritual of Lohlori¢n Thursday aftermoon and I haven't
siopped listening to it- T listen fo it when | ped up and again

betore 1 go bo sleep... It’s wonderful to bem how you've
conducted i all 1 really enjoy the over-all mclody of the
Ritual." Two days lster he wrole, "1'm still Lislening lo the
ritaal dape. it's wonderfull! Good job 1o all who
participated.” Bill's comments excmplify why this
recording waa made.

My personal work hat been 10 brlag mnore informiation
abowt vatious of The Tradstion of Lotharién amd
the history of Rowan Teee Church oul ol my sging
mind. The concepl of Unicoins, foc caample, is one which
scts us apant from cvery other Wiccan Trulition of which 1
have knowledge. Why do we have Unicoms? Wit is their
role In the bistuy ol hwoans in geoeral? Pat of my
reacarch waa simulared by some inflonoation uncavercd
through Jim Sasple’s rcacarch. Jin s a Lay Minister, the
editor (aguin) of The Linlesr Unicorn and declared his goal
to sl of us of becoming an ordained Indtiase of Lothlositn
thmough bis Yoliog Ritual beld at Yellowstons during our
Anoual Retrent in 2003 ce. It was Jim who brougit the
information aboul Genghis Khan’s unicorn decam and bow
it altered the course of history for one region in Asla. Sales
of The Unlocorns of Lothlorien are used to help suppon
The Unicomm newsleticr, which is delipbied so announce
that it has a pew volunteer, Dharnas, who ia the postsy
editor as she lecamns about cditing rasks Involved in the
publication,

My other ‘major” work was to publish the tanm
columna, Althouph thiz spirs)-bound bovk cmerged from
The Henwit’a Grave, the sudy of the Tarot is emphasized
within The Mystery School and many of aur Members study
abe ot moe: docks. § am xtill al weck 4o complele o series of
Tuther columny {((he cumerology of the Torot)} and have a
sniall hope Uhat the manuscript might be tuken up by a
publisher. IF oot, al sume Fulure time (pechaps within two
or Uwee years), it might be published by The Tlecmit's
Grove.

This past summer we warked The Ritnal for Dead a5 a2
meowrial for hxdith Karliss, a lale Member who was a joy
W our Jocal Commumity. At that time Judith's athame and
thalice were sel inlo the Mother's soil jusi outside the
Stone Circle. The wosking of The Ritual for the Dend was
the center ritual wark for the Anoual Retrea, demonstrating
bow much we continue (o mature and evolve a5 o collective
organization.

A major focus of my work has been many hours®
contemplation smd writing 1o expand Lothlori®n’s Book of
Shadows. Althouph T a0 pethaps, s best, 20% doue, theee
has been the addition of oumerous pages on the history of
the various texts within the BOS as well as a pahering of
what had been the Osal Tradition which bas been beld
within the basket of my memory, obe which is grawing
cresky with age. Oral Teadition is like the old chuldetn's




game of ielephone and information. Information passed
along orally has the nbility to change and slter itself.
shaped by the experience ond thnughls of each person’s
mind which resides between thetr vars bedore it comes out
their mouths. Important information which is not merely
hiswelcal but intrinsic to understandimg the undeslying
oatare of Lothksieén's des shoukl not be allowed 1o
float abour only in the fonndes's mamory. 17 was led 10
understand thas, as the Paher/bother of Lothlarien, this is
an jmportant part of my work for your folure.

We've not needed 1o do much pruning this past ysar.
One small, unfenishad task was the fulure disposition of the
original post offica box which 1| opened prior 10 the
initiation of The Uaicorn. We've known for some Lime
that, cvearually, it would be approprista w close Post
Offfice Box 8814 ar che Minneapolis locamion. Nostalpia
kept me from taking the pruning shears in hand. This box
was held dor acasly 30 years and the addrexs conlinoes to
Temain In print i hundreds of hoaoks. Exch month my sister
{or her busband) would pick up the mail. They live at least
20 miles sotth of that area, and Diane would then packoge
it up and 2end it here. Just when p month brovght only a few
pieces of mail leading me (o think, “does this s
time?” then the following month might have more than a
doxen joquiries. OF sl the Ayers and information sent out
1a thoge imquicies, ruely did snyone follow through with a
subscription or request for more information. Yet, we
continued. Anyone who handles » considernble amount of
posial mail {0z docs The Rowan Tree Church) knows that
their maze be postal gods. And s0 the poatal goda
determinad... The renewal notice was oot sent (o us and the
box was closed- Although we could have sent my brother-
in-law into the city and dealt with it (the lock bad nirendy
been changed) the sensible thing was to keep that decision
in the hands of the poglal gods, and 50 that address is now
part of our histacy.

Although the majority of oor Members do not live
within driving distance of the rituals here at our home and
gordens (which sre wsually refested to a3 The Hermit's
Gmve), ox the center of operations the locel Members and
their activity is centcul io the health of the Rowan Tree as 3
whole. Tlow ‘healthy® are we? Qur overnge attendance at
Sunday Circles is a5 sirong o3 if"s ever been. And (his year
owr mnual food deive for Hallows brought in an astounding
amount of penerosity. The quanticy of food is far beyond
what onc waould expeet from such a emall group of Members
who live around bere. And, throuph a cash donation from &
Member in California, we bave the beginning of next
yaar's harvest ac wall.

With the Anoual Repoet we leave the past year behind
and move Frward. The new list of ritoal dades is naw rm aor
web site. We have our newesl fund-raising itemn from Donna
Lewin, ane which allows us ta have physical contacy with
Stonchenge in our rituals. We are very moch ready for the
COmiDg year.

1 am hooored and 1 contioue o fee] bumble when I
think ol the gifs the Universe has brought me. 1 did not set
ol 1o establish a small, unusual Wiccan church and 1 didn't
always understand what would be expected of me. Living
with Nature, working in the soil these past nearly thicty

yearshowever, tangiM me that somefimes we must simply

accept our roles a5 worker bees and worker ants and then

Tater, when the time is right, it's good to be compast.
w;:ﬁhofm this coming year.

The Genera nager

As General Manager | overses the paying of hills, the
work flow, purchasing, and budgel managemoent {smong
other doties). It is the General Muoages's responsibility o
oversee balance of the various bodgets. Sometimes this
requires otinor “Peler and Poul balmcing,” - you know,
paying some of the posiage for one budget which is
lempararily mbust from aoother which is temporarily
aoemic. Over Lims it averages out- The General
alsn oversees the maointenaoce of the facilities, from
working with The Hermit’s Grove regarding the
manogement of the scre of land fo the reatal of the storage
lockes. And the General Manager ensures that servicea aee
made available for Church operations, from elecirlcity o
telephone, from the portable coiler to the web slte
provider.

Pethaps |be most sigoificant accomplishment Lhis

lability insurance. The
ﬁx will be to luvemﬂmgl lloomeu to cover this
expense which will run over $200.00 a year. While this
may seem like a larpe figure should anyone sustain injucy
for which the Rowan Tree ig liable dwe financial blow could
lead to the end of our beloved Rowan Tree's exiszence. Even
if not ax fault, those "oumt-of-court seitlements’ you read of
in the newspapers simply to avold che legal coste of
defence cam be huge. Having lisbility ingurance moves us
mﬂwmpmdmmiq.

The Church has over eight thousand dollars in its Jand
fund, money collected over twenty-five years which 3 to
some day fllow the Rowan Tree to acquire some sacred Jand
within the reaches of the Upper Mothervalley. Thia money
is protected in four Certiticatea of Depoalt, Three CDs bave
‘rollcd over' this past year (been renewed) a1 cunrent
imterest Tates which sre dismal with what we were
getting wheo the CDs were first taken out over five years
RO

Because the General manager 12 also, by defaukt {and it
it at prescot practical lor the Eowan Tree as well) the

, he prepares the receipts and reports for a
qnanerlg andil but does not participate in the aciuul audit

And the work goes well. There have been mo
difficulties. In service, Rev. Paul

One overview of the peture of our Church is to examing
the costs of postage and printing.

Totnl Postage and Shipping = $1,406.93

Rowan Tree Geoeral Bodget
postal box rent

§$352.3
38.00




Tha Rowan Tree News 178.06
pramotional, informational and business 214.85
sublolal $783.24
Taxl year 1.109.13
‘The Myatery Schaol $262.12
Subscription Tibeary 21.03
Periolical Library 21.00
caxsette taps myiling 78.40
The Unicom 202.32
The Linlest Unicons 3240
Annval Retrest 5.82
tolal o $1,406.93
Last year $1.47M.94
change - $420.61

Why this chanpe? How did we decrease our costs? The
Mysiery School worked wich a more compact size. The
Subscription Lilwary was not sending books thraugh the
mail (due co a Jack of requesis). The Unicorn, by comtrast,
saw an incrcase of neardy S100.00. This, however, ix
migleading. At times this year ZThe Uricorn had a strng
balance and money was used (o subgldize the General
Budget's postage coat.

A scoond cost-saving comes from the atamps which
sre contsibuted by several prisoners who acnd larper
dnnptions of stamps (well beyond what the FOF requeste) a
tiroes 85 B donation to express gratitade and thanks.

Total Printing = $1,181.73

The Rowan Tree News $334.40
cotplogs, flyers, etc. 122.11
Inst year’s Armwal Report 19.25
The Unicorn 297.78
The Linlest Unicor £31.13
Periodical Library G9.68
The Mystery School 101.3%
Subscnpion Library 202.40
tatal $1,131.73
last year 1,4D5.20
change - $223.47

How was this cost decreased? One decrease was about
$80.00 in savings duc to The linlessr Unicom being
printed hy its adtor, zother than the copying being done by
our printiog service. Congiderable peinding is olso done on
the Beyerls' |xser printers, although this does 1ake & ¢oll on
the equipmend and merits a reminder to make pp occesional
donatinn 1o the compuler eguipment fond. Anost of the iwo
hundred dollars charged lo the Subscription 13bmry was a
subsidy far printing foc the Rowan Tree in general. The
Libwary had a healthy uxigel and the Chmrch 4id not.Pant of
the work of the Ceneral Manager is 0 make cods meet,
Sometimex [Rev.] Paul musi "hamraw* from Peter.

Fizancial Statements 2003-2004

The following iguwes repecaent the budget Kkital (the
amount in the checking account for cach of these divisions)
ot the beginning of whe fizcal year: at the end of the [iscal
year on October 31, 2004 o¢; and whe change:

opcraling budgets
RT General Budget 390.56 196.95 - 319395
The Mystery Schaol 157.20 170.02 + 12.52
Subacription Libeary 262,32 13486 - 12746
Pesiodical Library 119.39 185.44 + 6605
The Unicom 159.69 106.14 - 5185
The Liulest Unicorn 18T7.4D 18E.22 + D.R2
Anmmal Retreal 484.70 294.26 « 19044
cOtpUICY CXPEnses 15239 1227 - 4012
icaling sexvices 6708 117.9D0 + 49.92
sublolals 19207} 140586 - 574.87

[n addition we have aoney in our checking accownt which
is paxt of 3 “fund,” not available for proeml expenses.

sales tax money for Siate 1649 4158 + 26.09
1-ahint seplacesicnt 189.2¢ 1B%.20 0D
Retreat Scholarship iund  934.72 939.72 + 5.00
Members' cabin pipgy bankB0.0¢ 460.00 + 380.00
Land Fund 416.36 58999 + 1713.63
property tax fund 469.47 470.98 + 1.5

P § 863.04 812.77 - 5027
royalties dac formzee Member  0.00 1.00 + 1.00
subtocals 296928 350624 + 33696
nel balance 495001 4912.1¢ - 3T

When looking ar the increase im the total from last
year, it Is lmportant ©o realize thal much of thix money is
00t "ours.” The "piggy bank,” for example, is money which
belongs W Memhees which they are paying, in odvance, for
their cabin at the Yellowstone Retreat in 2006 ce.

Right off the lop we see thal our Genern) Budget.
prinuarily supparted hy donations, hax lost money this
year. Nol gond. We did nat do well this year bot we 4id 0K

Your lielp
Member Donsions for the year: $3,054.84
Member donations Isst year: 3,876.85
change - 822.01

Ouch... We lost over eight hundeed dollare in
decreased donationa this ycar. It was fomvnate that the
General Manager took moncy from budgets such as The
Unicorn and the Sobscription Library to keep tiings going
but we can only hope thar this changes. The cost of living,
for our Tree, doca po up even with the cost-culling of
postage aud primting.




Dedicated Donativas: _$1,724.59

These figures represent money donated by members e
addilior W their regular donations with their monthly
forms. These monies have been designaed for specific uses
und canmot be diverted by the General Manager for paying
other bills, the exception being money specifically given
o the General Bodget (including $130.71 donsted by
Wendy B. for plumbing repair expense).

RT Geneml Fond $139.71
compuler expenses 200.00
Subscription Tlibrasy 21,97
tape expense 2-00
Retreat Scholarship 5.00
Jond fomd 38
property tax 930.00
liahility inxurance 425.

tolal sn.%
last year 2:352.49
change - $607.86

Fell off over $1480.80. Thix year, unlike mnst, we Jid
nat beg and plead for money. There was little addressed in
The Rowar Tree Nevis about the need for your donations.
Perhaps the absence of "money scrmons”™ was unwise.

—Communication_from_your_Board_of_Dircctors

President, Board of Dircetors

My work a5 President of the Board of Directors has
enjoyed a relatively easy year. There were no criace and |
believe we accomplisbed some eacellent goals. Last
October, the BOD appointed Jim Saiple ns editor of The
I.Mm Unicorn, He had done exccllent work in chis

prcvlowmem&wamihnmﬁy

aoccplhlnm Knower had doue a icnific job in the
pasition and was all gel 10 tm over the editorship 0 a

The Board worked with the head of the Prisomer
Outreach Program and pur in motion a ‘wansitionsal

Improved
provided Members with prealy expasded infarmalion
about thote who would be calidales for the election of
Direcions.

Perhaps the best goal wax ¢he Board"s with
Rey. Paul o obtain liahilily insrance for the Charch, It
was through a former Board Member that we were pat in
Wuch with the company which would write the policy.
[Special thanks to Charly.]

In addition to this the Board prepared several

umendmenis ta the Book of Legislation which would
provide further mmagement when *lllg with fom
prisoners 10 accommodate the sucoess

WMPmym.nmmmﬂsMiMmdwh

msmmmmmuyuymb.
the Board 35 examini mottllevmdﬁ
the Church in the ghie and carslog

lllsrecemlrmldelcomumtoiddmuennh's
Grove, formally, a5 mn cducational subsidiary and begin
creating Jegal by-laws which will determine the future of
‘The Hermit's Grove which is & non-profit osganization
incosporated in the Statc of Washington bur which bas not
ye filed for 508(c)(3) atatus with the IRS.

Wearing a3 many hats a1 | do, havinp che ability to do
the accounting, bookkeeping, handle the legal work and
more, T am the logical person to be the President of de
Bomd of Directors. | can say that my akills continoe so
prow each year. Thankiully the Dircctors arc patient whiy
me. Tam pratciul co those on the BOD who, aver the many
years, have grown o become oy extended family.

Those able to atrend the annual meeting in person
bring & ‘family reunion* qualiry and it is one of my joys.

With blessings for all,

Rev. Poul

Yice Fresidenl, Board of Dirsctors

This year the Board of Directors Apendas bave been a
little shorter than during other years. Nonctheless,

reas is nmade over. the day-la-

@W“m%mmmmmmﬁm
for its lete Durng the BOD Meeting at the Anttal
W as agreed that the process of ransfonning The
HunilsvacmnnotﬁmlwbsﬂIuyot'lhRnwu
Tree Church would begin. Deratl work will 1aks rime but
P pcotilly submiaed,

JimSalgle’

Treasurer, Board of Dirsctora

Although I have served on the Board of Direciors for
many years, in the past few yeme U has bean In the
capacity of Vice President. This year, | rerumed 10 (he role
of Treasurer. In thia role, 1 have assisted with the quanerly
audits, helping 10 ensure that che accounting repoas of The
Rowan Tree accurately reflect our cuercnt financial
situation. The audit process Includea reviewing bank
atatemeniz and checking the reconcllimion belween those
atatements and deposit slips and bedger entrics.

This year the Board of Directors was able Lo achleve a
long standing goal for The Rowan Tree: 1o purchase
liability insurance. Even since the Beyerls gemerously
<donated the back acre of lund M The Hermit™s Grove o the
Rowan Tree, the BOD has been concerned about the lack of
inswmmce. Becavse there are many visliors to the Grove
every year, imd volopteers and intems work in the gardens.
there is the chance that someone could be injured on Church
propesty. Haviog insuraoce providea a safeguard for the
Church against legal claima. k ia through the pencroua
donations of members that The Rowan Tree haa been able

EF




1o purchase insurance. And we are hopefol (hat raes will
ot vise since we have had no claims. However, I need to
continne 10 ask members to comimae their commitment to
paying for insuramce through their donationa 1o the
inxsurance fimd.

My gaals for the comipg year are (0 COmmuRicMe
regularly with members through the Rowan Tree News
aboul the Church's financial situation and tn help raise
tnough moncy L0 continue the insurance.

1 wani @0 Uk all the members far giving me the
Opportzhity 10 ba of service 1o The Rowan Tree theough my
patticipation on the Board of Direclors. | look farwand to
the chance o conlinke K wirk for the Church in thix
mannes.

Bicesed be. Donna

Scerctary, Board of Direclors

Greetings to each ane of you, my Brothers and Sisters
of the Rowan Tree family?

During the ycar just completed, i have had Lhe

privilege o serve you az Secrstary ta the Boand of
Directoes. | send sincers thanks o you all for assisling me
in fulfilling my duties. Your munthly forms, danotions,
cards, aud lelters are fruly impostunt 1o me. | hope that my
responses are ns meaningtul bo each of yow.
‘The information you share ahayd yourself is troly one of the
musl impartand paris of the RTNews. Yoor Child of Light
requesis for enerzy have nllowed others to offer their
services thrapgh the Galpdhrim. Qnee pgain, each of you
have hod the appostumity bo vade Jar the Roand of Direciors
for the coming year. More than half of you did fill gut your
ballot and relum il lo the Scribe. i am gratified by this
Iespanse.

Hof the past year, my goal was 1o have a response Hme

10 your correspondence of one week maximum. For the
mpmnrmummdwnmhs.msmmumk
rather than the exceplion, and it has given me g beher
feeling aboul my responses (o your writings ond dongtions.
i hope you feel mare valoed as a2 Member by this- The
exceptions have been sinde the growing season siarted and
the ganlen working of the summer and of August/September
hecame very intense. i will aim for 2 =ame month response
thiz year und hope you will bear with me a5 § work into the
cooler Autvmn montbs and catch up- i feel this is mose
realistic with the lifestyle of the Grove.
In the RT News starting in Tanuary, i again begen doing
some “bookkeeping” to cncourage you lo save for the
Yellowslone Retreal in 2006! i bope thar several of you
have been able w put this money aside oo that you will be
able 1o join us al this magnificent nalural “garden™ 1o
honor the Loed and Lady. Also, | have contisued to post the
number of monthly forma received cach month compared Lo
the number of Member houselolds. And | hope you are
enjoying knowing bow many of us are localed in dilferent
patis of the comincnr.

Al the Aomnal Retrcat beld al the GOeave this year, | was
oot glven any proxies for the Annual Meeting of the Board
of Directors. Much of the formal Board meeting dsalt with
the HeemiCs Grove, il relationship e the Rawan Tree

Church and some bylaws which will bring it mare under the
*umbeclia” of the Rowan Tree's osganization.

i continue lo send oul the two- and three-maath
reminders t0 Members who bave mat submitted
Membership forma of responded during 2 past two ot three
month period, Current Membershlp lists are kept in the
archives.

I you bave any questions about yous Mcmbership
slalus, or about my dwlies a8 Secrefary, please send me a
nole. And please keep those monthly forms amiving o the
Gmvel

Blessings, gerry Beyesl

Scribhe, Board of Directors

[ hegun this year a5 an observer, luer stepping in fo
temporarily Fll the Scribe position ns vofiog ditector.
unlil such time as Tricin Youngquist can resume the
position.
[ apgweciate the npportunicy to act a1 Scribe and to be a pan
of the govemning body that serves the Rowan Tree Church,

Respectively Submitted.

Jane Anderson

Roard Obscrver

Being a Board Observer this year bas eeally belped me
pet a feel for how things work within the Church. 1 now
bave a fitly good understanding of the Issuss facing e
Board of Directoss. I think we addressed some anteecating
issuea thia year includinp rhe Transitional M i
program for former prisoners. I think that the decision 1o
formally connect The Hermits Grove to the Rowan Tree
Chyrch was a wise one. I am looking forward o the
interesting discussions this will creaie over the next year.

Rlessings. joy, md lovel Dbarma

The Unicorn

This has beeo & productive year for &>
The Unicorn. Subscriptions have scen o
15%: increase and we have added a new
staff agtist and two new staff writess, some of whom came 1o
us through the Rownn Tree’s Prisoner Qucreach Program,
We are also very pleased 10 have a new volunicer who i in
raining do become an assistand editar and is now leamning
the role of poetry editor to fhmiliarize berself with the

computer eystems and other peacceses which lead e The
Unicorn's production. A great und-cheer to Dharma!

The Hallows ixsne in 2004 ce hegins the 28th year of
The Unicorn. [Twenty-zight yeassiit] It is a refiection of
the stability of The Rowan Tree Church and of the vatues of
The Tradition of Lothlarien that The Unicom remains in
priot and hax a devoled following of ceaders- The histosy of
The Unicorn reflects the origins of The Rowan Tree Charch
amul, even, of The Hermit's Grove,

What sturted 50 simply as a chatty mail order for herbs
and magickal things was quickly transformed into a
publicalion which is among the oldest of Wiccan
publications in Nosth America. Part of this succesa and
survival reflects the work ethic of Lothlorien: it is better o




be able 10 susiain one’s commitments ond meed one's
obligatians than to pursue growth und faee, both of which
cecale far more woek than one'’s ega foresees. We have seen
well mose than & hondred publications come and gn.

But the gecater pant of The Unicorn®s succegs is likely
to be found chrough the evolution of the recognitian within
Lothlocién and awareness of so many of our remders that
vnicomnz are, Indeed, realilies within the astrul. Andrius
stlnmlated my imagination 1o make space for him a5 m
alter ega hut that Jagied but 4 beief time for he was a renl
pessonality and quickly mode his presence known ps &
sepurafe enity-

With my editor’s ha kecping me warm,

Rev. Paul, editor

beginning of year

RT Member mbscripiions
nonMember subscriptions
nonhember donaions

sumple packets

salles of The Haschling
Unicoms of Lotklorien
flnd-mnu book salea
sumple copics

i

pustage
Rowan Tres News postage
Rowan Tree promotional postage 60
weh %ite expense

printing

general office expense
advertixing

ritwal jtems for Rowan Tree
telephone
recycling pickup
Bublic Stosage

total expenses
balance

The Littlest Unicorn

o the eodilorship of
Unicorn newsletter. All the issuex have
been compiled amd matched with
illustrations. All editions have been
mmmumﬁuMJMummmm
and contributors. Wilthout you, we would not be
puoblishing! The subscription bass is Toyal amd sable.

In oxder 10 reduce some of the warkload ot The Hermit's
Clrove, the nawsletter 3¢ naw doplicated and mailed from
Canads. Thank you far your supparl and the nppormily o
be of sevice.

Your Friend, Jim Saigle

heginning of year $ 18740
Member subscriptions £8.75
nonmesnber subscriptions 2934
sample packet income 3.00
sample issues 11.73
todal income $ 280.3%
postage $ 3240
printing 41.73
g eflco _12.00

expense $93.13
balance $ 188.22

The Rowan 'T‘ne News

The RTNews has remained consistenl. A few times it
waa peccesary 1a print il on the laser printer here in my
office. The prinler was nat very happy about being 50
overworked bol the publishing schadule does nnt always
allow for the drive 1o the University Distric of Seatile.

There have been no changes In the format and each
issue continuea to seflect the stability of the Rawan Tree.
F'd like to thank the Members for taking the Ume 10 write
our sweet Membesship Secrerary those imcresting letrers.
wamﬂnbmmzmmé:v:‘mm”m

peary spends typing them up to me on &
deserves loud cheers and the thanks and blessings from all.

J took the role of editor eix years aga this coming
December. Althouph the previous cditor eetired due la
rensons of health [ was more than seady. | wanied (o sastore
the focus of the newsletter to the Church and ils
memhership. I know that reading letiers from other folk Is
typically everyone™s bighlicht Given the experience )
have with nearly 30 years as editor/publisher of The
Unicoera plus other editng and publishing, this is the
casicat newslerter I manags. I's a joy and it™s 2 hooor.

The Rowen Tree News i a valucd resource For it ix ane
of the magickal adhesives which keeps this organization
rogether desplie Intemational borders and vast cootinental
differencee.

Bless cach of you far yaur part in this work.

Rev. Panl

The Mystery School

‘The Rownn Tree has been il
an ‘open’ organization for so = G
many years thal it is L=
somelimes difficolt fnr e fo It
zecall the fiwst ben yeors (or 50)| - '
when The Rowan Tree Charch giey 1)

v
-

this past year's work bas been taking my wemory back
inte those very years-
o my ‘spare’ time I have been immersed in The




‘Tradition of Lothlorien's Book of Shadows. My work
bepgan with the first exceepr from the BOS that a new
Novice Sepplicant transcribes. Theee are three Sacred Keys
which 2 mew swdeat sindies and eonplaus (the
transcription, begioning the hand-writing of ane’s own
I..olhlmnkookolmnmuhingmaa
Novice. anmnm'nuummmmm
yoars, ediling changas ware for grammar and for
an inclusive approach. Warnds such as ‘priest” were changed
10 ‘pricstless,” and other forms of gendar eguality and
panctuzalion were amended as most of the basic writien
Traditlon is gignificantly older.

1 began ta realize that much of what had been fral
Tradition was showing signs of age, masl of il contaimad
within my own memory sysiem and, as 1 will Lum 6D this
conting year, my memory shows signs of aging as well.

Many pages of writien lext are being added to the
Book of Shadows a2 supplemental reading. Some of this
containg history, of it glving information and
reasong for the Book of Shadows evalving as it did. This is
valuable information Cor those who will become the
teachers and Meors of our Tradition. And far myself, it is
2 joy to take this Gime, ro walk down thwec paths of
remembrance.

There is Magick in words, a concepr 1o which I
frequently sefer. And, as | take mysell back 10 the late
1970 and early 19308, some of thoee very same fommer
atudents have been n communication with me.

During this past year wa have continned 1o be a simller
working and snudying group than ln reccns years. A letson
of the planct Saturn, this contraction has allawed Foc some
profound growth. We celchrated the Ritual of Dedication of
a new Noviee and look forward ta the Dedication of a
accond new Novice. We the potential for ai least
abe First Degree Inltistion. We are likely 1o take joy io the
oclebration of a second Yoking Rilual and, with lwa
Initates having openly declared to all of us that their goal
is Ordination, we are maving loward 2 oew step in the
evolution of our fulore. We have mose than five Rawan Tree
Members wha have expressed a strong desire to be admitted
@ The Mysiery School and are working lawand thal gnal
We will ba more than ready 10 welcome them. [n many ways
thiz summer's tenth anmiversary of the gardens of The
Hermit"s Grove brings The Tradition of Lothlorien into its
next, and exgiling, phase of manifestation.

Two works, one published by The Unicont newsletter
aod one published by The Hermit’s Grove, have funbered
the knowledge of The Tradition of Lothlorién and the
sindies one completes in preparstion to become B teacher-
The Umc:rfm of Iawormmaﬁr gl'r:lboud book of
ten yeaos of tarod columng a accomplishment.
There sze two books expected for publication in this
coming yems, depending upon how frecly the Universe
provides me with sparc time: one which will be the mosw
extensive information on the making of a traditional
amulet and the other which will be a songbook with the
rirual mucle and chants of Lothlosizn.

With so moch uncompleted work belfore me il wookd
seem the Universe thinks 1 do well ax a Juborer for the

Moathee and She secs fit 10 keep me aroand for 2 while.
;:I blested to he living withio Lothlorien.
Paul

beginning of year 515722
calerudar sales 73.80
tuition 803.25
nonmember donkions 11.00
Colonring Bnok of Numbers 8.50
‘The Ritunl of Lnthlgrign 58.00
The Child of Light 23.00
Sabbat Journeys 62.00
The Wheel of the Year 18.50
‘The Handfasting Riimal 10.00
Riumal far the Dead 17.00
The Yule Ritial 7.00
Lesser Banishing Pentogram .00
Riwal for Fall 500
Wicca 101 materials 15.00
Lothlarién 101 Lapes 66.00
otal income % 1,340.25
poslage $ 24339
Board of Dircctons® poctage 14.33
web sile expense £0.00
printing 88.28
RT calalog prinling 13.01
geoeral office expense 7447
book purchases for Jibsoy 98.00
ritual material; expense 107.41
eimipment expenses 62,99
telephone 24728
prapane (heating) 30.00
storage locker 70.00
portable toiles expense 46.00
credit cad fees 10.00
botal expense $ L1703
balance $ 170,02

The Land Fand

The Lond Fund iz mandmted by our Book of
Legislation. We bave been collecting monica for over
fifteen years {perhops closer to twenty) roward the goal of
someday scquiring an acreage of sacred land (quite Jikely
undillable) within the reaches of the Upper Mothervalley.
The Land Pund is supporicd by Member donation and by a
pescemtage of monies allocated from Mysiery School
tition, and from situal and spical-bound book sales. Any
blesaings for a setum to ecanamic Jealth for North Americn
world incrcase interest rales which have fallen to  historic
lows, affecting the return an the money placed into
Certificates of Deposit.

total monay placed into CDs $ 755167




CD interest 1o date 1,309.49
intal in Ch I

intal Jand fund money $5451.15
increase from last year 439.10

Subscription Library

We have seen some growth in the libray this year {51
hooks) but the numbers do not show the (perbaps) 10-20
hooks which were remaved and placed imtp the "sole’ shelf
in the clagsroom. Progress has been made with the
synopsis projecl. We have had several volunteers and
peesently our volunieer is Boh W., who hox begun working
his way throogh the Westem necult and Mogickgl
Teaditions section. K's a very Lage collection of books nnd
ho ks just begun but, upon the completion of any section
of haoks, thal calalog will be avoilable to Members.

This past year | personally wrote synopses for
Unicorns, 25 pant of the completion of the new book The
Unicorns of Lorhlorien,

The card caxalog project has been placed on hold, Over
the past several years we’ve had chree different voluncecrs

bux, o presem, these is no one on this endeaver.
ith well-bound blessings, Rev. Paul

Botany & 9 books
Children™a Books 74 books
Counsclling and Wellness 17 books + 2
Death & Dying 25 booka » |
Fiction & Nowcla 405 booka
Health & Wellnesa 123 books + §
Hesbals 261 books + 8
Miscellaneouna 18 books + 1
QOccult Sciences: 134 books +2
Qccall Sciences: Color 11 books
Occoult Sciences: Divination & Mise, Arta 44 baoks
Occull Sciences: Dreams 13 books
Occult Sciences: Gems Minerals and Mexals 53 books
OmItSucnm-l 13 baooks
Occult Scicoces: laneous Disciplines 74 baoks
Oothdenm'l\ummloy 15 books

Occult Sciencea: Occult and Spiritoal Herbalism & Healing

36 books + 8
Oetull Sclences: Spell Magick 40 books
Qocult Sciences: Taml 67 books + §
Philosophy and World View 96 banks + 1
Poetry & Literature 61 bonks

World Religlm ond Mrlbulnpes 431 books + 3

Spiritunl Awakening 112 books
Unigorns 25 books + 3
Western Occult snd Mogickel Tradisions 254 books « 2
Wivea, Neopaganism and Witcheradt 391 books + 13
{the + oumber indicarcs duplicate copies)
begioning balance S 262.32
Member donations 2197
portion of MS tuition 446.25

nonmember donations 100.0D
sales of Holy Books 95.25
aales of A Wiccan Bardo 21.95
book gales twough Hermit’s Cirove 491.75
total income $ 144349
poatage $ 2103
web site fees 0.00
wise. 202.40
office expense 1.00
ook purchases 868.55
Titual expenses 84.65
propame for heat 30.00
public storage 25.00
credit card fees 10.0¢
tocal expense $ 130863
balance 134.86
Tapc Library

With the difficoltice Tricia Youngquist, oor former
Tape Librarian of many years, was having with her healih,
four laspe drawers which keld the 1ape library were shipped
to Kitkland. Por some ycars there had bean aimosl mo
interest Membera In chee ol tapes ao Rawan
mcmm&ms. mldag ps:r such Lopics.

With the Tape Library in Kirkland the glow process of

my working through the majarily of the tapes has begun,
pﬁmrily a winier project as my summer schedule has no
sparc time. Many of the old tpes are ready Lo he retired.
Some contaln imparlant information which 1 am
tranacaiblog and puntiog Into primed form, & medium far
morce able o reach those wha would benefit from the
Information and one which will more easlly survive tha
ey Gk tpe daphcaied hese o the

s A1C DOW e a1
Kirkland Office as well. Wihen the first Sunday of the moath
is unugually bosy, we might duplicate four or (ive tapes 10
send our, a task easily accomplished.

My poal for the coming year is 1o conlnue moving

With an carful of blesalngs, Rev. Pavl

beginning balance

Member donations

Sunday CirclaNew hMoon tape purchases
Ritual of 1.n¢hlorien tapes

Lothlorign 101 tapes

fotal income

$ 67.08
2.00
235.00
10.90
15.00

$ 329.08

$ 1840
68.32
133
312.00

$ 212.08
117.00

postage

blank tape purchascs
cducational marerlals
fomputer cXpenss
total cxpenses
balance




Periodical Archives

Nearly 30 years of petiodical archives of publications
(published by other cugmnizations) are cirrently stored in
Moline, Illinoia thanke to the goodness of Tricia
Youngquist, Many are too fragile with age for much beyond
comtinued stossge and mone would servive belng in
circulation. Every so oficn somconc has a pgoal of
beginning to prescrve this priceless tesourcs in a digital
format (in calier times microfiln was contemplaled).
These matarials are the trus history of malern Wiccal

upening halance $ 11939
5% ullocation of Memher donations 153.73
sanple packel allocalion 3.00
wial indcome $ 27612
pastage $ 2100
printiog _69.68
exXpenses 3 90.68
halancea 185.44

The Prisoner Oulreach Program

The Risober Oniraach Program conlinues Lo evalve
since I look over s management nealy live years ago.
Dufing wy the POP bas admiucd nearly 120
individuals (under 10% are women) with an average
entollmend of 25. To their grear credi, many prisoners
mdnoton!yummm:.ol the POP and Church

meed its cxpenses, bun ac donations by check as
well and a few have books and more. Given bow
difficult it Is for a prisoner to come by moncy, Lhis is

hlghlgoommdahle.

ased ppon cxperienct and obeccvation this year a
“transitional meobership” progrum was established which
both aids & former prisoner in making a decision about
involvement with The Tradition of Lothlosien while also
bulancing life on the “outside.” I¢ is relatively ensy for &
prisoner to mainigin Q sindious spicitual Jifesivle while in
peison bl once faced with the job maked (which is mot
welcoming) amd the challenges of life jo a society which,
for many, bas duuadd m“"“ﬁ"ﬁi:'ﬁ the potentinl m
temptations an into ior patcems,
transitional program allows the imdividual to explore one's
ability to make a commirment to The Rowan Tree Church
and co keep it. It is important thar the individual as well as
‘The Rowan Tree Church be able 10 determine whether a
commitment o The Tradition of Lothlonien is compatible
with the former prisoncr's life ont of prison.

Prisoners are given access %0 The Rowan Tree News a2
well as most of the publizhed works {A Wiccan
Bardo, Revisired, The Holy Books of the Dewus, The Rinual
of Laothloritn, The Sabbat Jovwmeys, cic.) for which they
are asked to send us stampa (or an cquivaleal) (o cover the
cost of posiage and a porion of the cost of printing {etc.).
They also have an opportunity to work on writien
assipnments and w0 grow within the Tradition of
Lothlosizn

The Prisoner Outresch Program has given many
iclividuals spiritoal strength, the opporlonity to lepm and
grow and the potential of bringimg change to theit lives.
Rexding the excerpis from theic letiers which are published
in The Rowan Tree News demonstrates how well this
Program is warking.

Althoogh M is takes time I cunnot easily find, woeking
with the I'OP is

Wilh blesxings, Rev. Fuul

Lay-Ministers and_Minsirels

‘This pasi year has been one of slower activity for the
lay-ministry and Lay-mimstre] progeam of the Rowan Tree.
Twa of the four cumrent Lay-winisters have had henlth
problems which coused them ko step back from aclive
mimisiry al thiz time. We 3re all bopeful that they will find
henlth and epergy 10 seturo o foll ministry capabilities in
the coming year.

We did have someonc ask for and work through nost
of the requirements for & Lay-minstrel dus past year. That
persom, however, decided chat they to order their
own life a bit more before the finol stepa wese taken for
certificalion. We hope that this person will eventually
decide o camplete the work and ¢o join in this ospect of
ministry.

i have heen working al the Grove with guests and
visitors, 10 belp them understund and enjoy the gardens and
Mants. i have olso been assisting Rev. Paul in Sundgy
Circle discissions and in Ritual week. As a Member of the
Galudluim, i have also heen working the Child of Light
several tlmes this past year. Amdl i have been the
*supesvisor™ of this program.

Blesslngs, gescy B., Lay-Minister

This year my Minisizy has Laken the form of writing
articles for The Litlest Unicarn. T have written geoerul
interest and crafiing pieces- A series of articles introducing
the practices of The Tradition of Lochlori®n is underway.
These anticles ouy be printed and bound topcther as a sor
of *Lothlocien 101" at a 1aer date. The work is meaningful
and the feadback is rewardiog. I Jook forward to comtimuing
through the next year.

In service, Jim Saigle, Lay-Minister

The Galadhrim Sociefy of Unicorns

The Galadbrim Society of Unicorns Is a berd of
{carrently) 8 Unicoms whe desice 5o give additional secvice
to the Rowan ‘free beyond the pasticipution ax 2 Memnber
sending i donstions and forms. This is accomplished
through extea activitics and projecis which are (hopefully)
beneficial 1o the Membees of e Church. Each Galxdbrim
Member subihits an idea of e aclivity they waould like to
do as a service to the Church. Each may chunge service
olfered M any time, if tey Feel thal their current project is
not "working™ for Ukt Mcmbership.

It bias bota my hosoer and duty & comoumicule with




tha other Unicoams, o let them know how we wre all doing
and @ remind them of their commitmen to support, and
communicate with, each other. as well s offering service
and encouragesnent to the Members of the Rowan Tree
Chorch. Currently, the Unicorns are ofifcsing services of
many dypes 10 the Church Members and cach other; many
of the services arc available dhrough de “classificd ad”™
section of the RTNews. Please remember that any Church
Member may join. If you are indercated in becoming pant of
the Galadhrim, contact me at the Grove lor moce
information.

The Child of Ligin healing rituals have been, are, and
will continue 0 be 2 nsjor focus of our pravp working.
Many thanks to cach Member of the Church that has made &
request for epergics. Your requests help us ¢o stay focused
on the importance of ¢his working. We would always like
10 bear bow our of this ritaal has brought relicf or
exim energy to those requests we bave honored, We
had a very good time working the ritual during the Annual
Retreat st the Hermit®s Grove this year; each moming we
gvbered with ocher Rowan Tree Members and worked cwo
of the bleasings for those who had requested. It was a
wondesfol way to star cach day.

Each Unicom has becn asked to submitted a brief
sistement abows their service for the past twelve months, i
hope ¢hese Tesponses from the Unicoma abomt what they
bave been doing in acevice for the Church during this past
year is helpful t0 you in understanding how the Church
Members are i

imporcam,
In Service, felarof

The Child of Light Ritual is the primacy healing
cesemony in the Tradition of Lochlorizn, Thiz has been my
facus of acrvice dudng the ks “ulp around the Sun™ Both
my mother and my mothes-In-law are dealing with cancer
issucs. | offer positive energy to them, 1o the COL list, onr
Chwreh, and the Eath

Bleased Be! Keexdan

Odonara and ber buman conlinoe 1o make their sawing
services avallable to current Rowan Tree Members in need
of ritaal robes. This Avtuow we hope 1o make and donate
taror card baga 1o the Church for sale as a Fand-raiser. Keop
yaur hooves crossed that we find Lime 1o do it..

Odonata

Although beplth issues still Timit my activity and | um
siill vanble (o Tend, I was able (o teach the Bosic Wicea
Course that T developed snd which uses exnmples from
Indhlorien and “A Wiccan Bando, Revisited." There has
l50 been saome cnenmunication with the ROTY and Rev. Panl
and gersy during the yeor, o3 will 35 some working of the
Child of Lighi ritopl, thanks ta the lists that secve a5 a
reminder from Amalthea. Lothlorign is in my thoughts
daily and it is good co see how the roots decpen 5 the years
pasa.

Sordimon

This latz year hag been very difficull for me dus Lo
many medical iswes. Consequently, | was oot ahle 1o serve

herd us T wanted 1o, I bave, however, contacied some of
berd, albeit not as much as I would like. 1 am hoplag to
more in contacd during the nexc year. I aull have
occasional bad periods, but they are becoming less
frequent. | am hoping to be 2 more active Member of the
berd for the coming year.

Thank You All & Be Blessed. Valerian

As a Member of the Galadiuim, 1 send out the nawes of
the requests for the Chilld of Light vitual each month. 1 also
aend any other announcements about the
Galadhrim, Amahthea

TEE

Tt ia hard to belicve that anotber year bas Down by and
I am again writing about my parsticipation in the
Galadhrim. My service for the Rowan Teee thiz year has
inchided my work on the Board of Direcrors, including
providing input into the discussions arising from the
monthly agendas, I In_mnal» aceved as Treasurer, assisling

reasons. 1 am hoping to do sa in tse naxt month. My wink
on the cookbook project was a leamsing
expenicnce, and 1 hope to be able to continge Jeaming and
growing while beasfiring the Rowan Tree al the same lime.
B belonging (o the Galadhrim docs not caly provida
a venue for service 10 the Church. 1 also get great benchil
from the communication with other Galadhrion Members
dusing the year. As a solitary practitloner, belonging 10 tha
Galadhnin presesta the opporonily o have conjact with
other Church Membess, something that [ would nat have if
1 were not a Member. | have the chance o Jearn ahous their
lives, 1o hear abows whal they are working on, and just
getling 10 know them better. This is a wonderful part of
belonging 1o the herd, and ane T would encourage for others
ghmmhlmnmuhﬂmﬂwlhm
Tes.

Blessings. Carliog

My service within the Galadhrim slowed to a stop this
year while niy buman wenl through some significant life
changes. Bul bere we are now with new pasiures in graxe
and new adventuras 1o be had?! My human is seiting up the
plass workshop and should have some new stars. wnd new
dssigas before this calendar year ends.

Goddexs Blessings und Fairy Kisses- Moon Dancer

Ili. I'm the Unicom known as Freyr and, as of this
writing, the newest Member in the Galadhrim. 1 also think
I'm omong the Juckiest of the Unicors| My service to the
Church is writing synopses for books in the marvelons
Rowan Tree Library. I just have golten stasied, bwt I'm
really enjoying the task. If | ever was 1o be imprisoned for
fife, but could pick the lacatian, it would be the library al
the Hermnil's Grove. In retumn for my service of providing
synopils, I'n abls 1o read and be expossd (0 2 wide range of
information. [ emcourage all to lake odvanitage of the
Rowan Teee Library. It's ane of a kind! Freyr
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