
 

Community Archives – Old Berrien Newsletters 
CA-012-002-008 

 

 
Spring Quarter 2023 

Old Berrien Newsletter 
Vol. 0 5 , No. 01 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For this and additional works see: https://vtext.valdosta.edu/xmlui/handle/10428/7414 

UUID: 318F8D69-F338-B090-4CB3-59C6A32175E1 

Recommended Citation: 

Berrien Historical Foundation. OLD BERRIEN Newsletter of the Berrien Historical Foundation 
Vol 5, no. 1. Valdosta State University Archives and Special Collections, Community 
Archives: Old Berrien Newsletters Collection. 
https://vtext.valdosta.edu/xmlui/handle/10428/7590 

This item is part of the Community Archives: Old Berrien Newsletters Collection, at Valdosta 
State University Archives and Special Collections. Physical and intellectual rights are reserved 
by the Berrien County Historical Foundation. If you have any questions or concerns contact 
archives@valdosta.edu 

 
Valdosta State University Archives and Special Collections 
Digital Repository @Vtext 

https://vtext.valdosta.edu/xmlui/handle/10428/7414
https://vtext.valdosta.edu/xmlui/handle/10428/7590
mailto:archives@valdosta.edu


hil e r e a di n g iss u es of
t h e ol d N as h vill e
H er al d n e ws p a p ers,
d uri n g t h e y e ars 1 9 0 4
t hr o u g h t h e 1 9 3 0s, a

r e a d er will oft e n c o m e u p o n t h e
t er m “ Bli n d Ti g ers ” i n c ert ai n n e ws
a c c o u nts. It is m ostl y us e d i n r ef er -
e n c e t o s o m e l a w e nf or c e m e nt a c -
ti o n i n v ol vi n g t h e m a ki n g a n d
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V ol u m e 5 N u m b e r 1 S p ri n g Q u a rt e r 2 0 2 3

T A MI N GT A MI N GT  BLI N D  TI G E R S

selli n g of ill e g al al c o h ol, c o m m o nl y
c all e d “ m o o ns hi n e ”, b ut als o i n -
cl u d e d, wi n e, b e er, a n d s o ur e d c a n e
s yr u p s ki m mi n gs, c all e d bl a n k et
j ui c e or B erri e n B e er.

T h e t er m “ Bli n d Ti g ers ” is d e -
ri v e d fr o m t w o m et h o ds of s elli n g 
ill e g al al c o h ol. W h e n pr o hi biti o n
l a ws w er e first i nstit ut e d, t h e y f or bi d
t h e “s elli n g ” of a n y i nt o xi c ati n g

W
Pi ct ur e d  d uri n g a 1 9 3 0 “ m o o n -
s hi n e ” r ai d of a distill er y o p er at e d
b y a gr o u p of “ Bli n d Ti g ers ” i n t h e
ar e a b et w e e n Al a p a h a a n d Gl or y,
ar e C hi ef Br u n er S h a w ( bl a c k h at)
of t h e Al a p a h a p oli c e d e p art m e nt
wit h D e p ut y S h eriff Wesl e y Gri n er,
W. W. Gri n er, a n d Br o o k er S h a w
( h ol di n g s h ot g u n), h alf- br ot h er of
C hi ef S h a w.



dri n k. S o i n n o v ati v e m ar k et ers of t h e
h o o c h a d v ertis e d t h e dis pl a yi n g of
s o m e wil d a ni m als, s u c h as a ti g er,
f or w hi c h t h e y c h ar g e d a f e e, b ut
c o n v e ni e ntl y off er e d al c o h oli c b e v -
er a g es f or fr e e.

T h e ot h er pr a cti c e t h at w as us e d,
pr ot e ct e d t h e i d e ntit y of t h e s ell er s o
t h e b u y er c o ul d n ot s e e w h o t h e
s ell er w as a n d t h e s ell er di d nt s e e
w h o t h e b u y er w as. At s o m e l o c ati o n
a s m all h ol e w as c ut i nt o t h e w all.
T h e b u y er w o ul d t a p o n t h e w all a n d
sli d e his m o n e y a n d a n e m pt y b ottl e
t hr o u g h t h e h ol e. I n a f e w mi n ut es,
o ut w o ul d sli d e his b ottl e fill e d wit h
t h e b e v er a g e. T h us t h e n a m e “ Bli n d
Ti g er ”. T h e t er m w as us e d f or t h e 
l o c ati o n as w ell as t h e o p er at ors.

P r o hi biti o n i n G e o r gi a
T h e m a n uf a ct uri n g of i nt o xi c at -

i n g dri n k pr e c e e d e d t h e arri v al of
J a m es O gl et h or p e i n G e or gi a i n
1 7 3 3. N ati v e A m eri c a n tri b es h a d
b e e n m a ki n g t h eir o w n f er m e nt e d
b e v er a g e f or c e nt uri es. O gl et h or p e
w as a Britis h G e n er al a n d m e m b er
of P arli a m e nt s e e ki n g t o r es ettl e d e bt
pris o n ers i n G e or gi a. 

T o c ur b p u bli c dr u n k e n ess
a m o n g t h e c ol o nists a n d N ati v e
A m eri c a ns, Ki n g G e or g e’s Tr ust e es
iss u e d a d e cr e e f or bi d di n g t h e s al e of
str o n g li q u or i n 1 7 3 5. H o w e v er, t h at
i niti al a ct w as o v ert ur n e d j ust s e v e n
y e ars l at er a mi d m o u nti n g pr ot ests
fr o m m er c h a nts w h o cl ai m e d t h at it
w as h ar mf ul t o t h e c ol o n y’s tr a d e. 

T h o u g h t e m p er a n c e gr o u ps m a d e
att e m pts t o li mit t h e s al e a n d us e of
al c o h ol d uri n g t h e first h alf of t h e
ni n et e e nt h c e nt ur y, it w as n ot u ntil
aft er t h e Ci vil War t h at r ef or m ers
a c hi e v e d s o m e s u c c ess wit h a s eri es
of l e gisl ati v e vi ct ori es i n cl u di n g
eli mi n ati o n of al c o h ol s al es o n el e c -
ti o n d a ys, t h e i m p ositi o n of a
t w e nt y-fi v e- d oll ar a n n u al st at e t a x
o n all li q u or d e al ers, a n d t h e pr o hi -
biti o n of li q u or c o ns u m pti o n i n g a m -
bli n g est a blis h m e nts.

I n 1 8 8 5, t h e G e or gi a l e gisl at ur e

p ass e d t h e G e n er al L o c al O pti o n
Li q u or L a w. T h o u g h it di d n ot pr o -
hi bit t h e m a n uf a ct ur e or s al e of
wi n es a n d ci d ers or of m e di ci n al or
s a cr a m e nt al al c o h ol, t h e l a w di d
all o w v ot ers t o pr o hi bit t h e s al e of
li q u or at t h e l o c al l e v el. B y 1 8 9 8,
B erri e n C o u nt y h a d c h os e n t o b e -
c o m e o n e of ni n et y- o n e “ Dr y ”
c o u nti es. L o w n d es, C ol q uitt,
Br o o ks. Ir wi n, a n d C off e e C o u nti es
all r e m ai n e d “ Wet. ”

E nf o r c e m e nt of E a rl y P r o hi biti o n
i n c e B erri e n C o u nt y w as
“ dr y ” e v e n b ef or e t h e st at e-
wi d e pr o hi biti o n l a w w e nt
i nt o eff e ct, e nf or c e m e nt of
t h e pr o hi biti o n l a ws i n t h e

c o u nt y b e g a n as e arl y as 1 9 0 0. 
A n arti cl e i n T h e Tift o n G a z ett e,

A u g ust 1 0, 1 9 0 0 r e p orts:
S at ur d a y ni g ht, M essrs. A. J.

M c Cr e a, I v e y R h o d e n a n d B e n Wil -
lis, c a pt ur e d a bli n d ti g er a n d J a m es

Wil c o x, a n e gr o, w h o w as r u n ni n g
t h e ti g er n e ar Br o o kfi el d. T h e y t o o k
p oss essi o n of t h eir m a n a n d t h e t w o
g all o ns of w his k e y, a n d l a n d e d hi m
i n N as h vill e j ail.

O n M a y 2 2, 1 9 0 2, A d el Cit y
M ars h al A. W. H y ers w as att e m pti n g
t o arr est a gr o u p of n e gr o g a m bl ers
t h at w er e t h o u g ht t o b e o p er ati n g a
“ bli n d ti g er. ” As M ars h al H y ers a p -
pr o a c h e d t h e m e n, 1 7- y e ar- ol d
B ois y Br y a nt t ur n e d a n d fir e d his
pist ol at H y ers, m ort all y w o u n di n g
hi m. Aft er m u c h f e ar of l y n c hi n g t h e
w h ol e gr o u p of bli n d ti g ers, a tri al
w as h el d i n t h e N as h vill e c o urt -
h o us e, a n d B ois y Br y a nt, a m e nt all y
c h all e n g e d y o u n g m a n, w as f o u n d
g uilt y a n d w as s e nt e n c e d t o h a n g.
His e x e c uti o n w as t h e first h a n gi n g
i n t h e n e wl y b uilt j ail i n 1 9 0 2.

L at er t h at s a m e y e ar a n e dit ori al
p u blis h e d i n t h e S e pt e m b er 6, 1 9 0 2
iss u e of t h e N e w n a n H er al d pr o-
cl ai m e d: 

S



B E R RI E N
H I S T O RI C A L
F O U N D A TI O N

his fi n g ers i n his f a c e.
T h e arri v al of t h e c a n e j ui c e s e a -

s o n als o br o u g ht t h e us u al c a uti o ns
fr o m t h e s u p eri or c o urt cir c uits
t hr o u g h B erri e n a n d s urr o u n di n g
c o u nti es. I n t h e c h ar g es t o t h e gr a n d
j ur y, t h e j u d g es al w a ys r e mi n d e d t h e
j ur ors t h at a n yt hi n g t h at m a k es a p er-
s o n dr u n k, r e g ar dl ess of its n a m e
w as s ol d or p oss ess e d i n vi ol ati o n of
t h e st at e pr o hi biti o n l a w.

Arti cl es d et aili n g v ari o us r ai ds
a n d arr ests c o nti n u e d t o fill t h e
n e ws p a p ers t hr o u g h t w o d e c a d es. 

O n J u n e 2 6, 1 9 1 8, G e or gi a r ati -
fi e d t h e Ei g ht e e nt h A m e n d m e nt pr o-
hi biti n g t h e s al e or tr a ns p ort ati o n of
i nt o xi c ati n g li q u ors i n t h e U nit e d

St at es a n d t h e l a w t o o k eff e ct i n
J a n u ar y, 1 9 2 0. 

H o w e v er, t hirst f or str o n g dri n k
n e v er a b at e d, wit h cri mi n al el el -
m e nts b e n efitti n g fr o m t h e d e m a n d. 

Fi n all y, aft er o v er a d e c a d e of
n ati o n wi d e pr o hi biti o n, o n D e -
c e m b er 5, 1 9 3 3, t h e T w e nt y- First
A m m e n d m e nt r e p e al e d t h e Ei g h -
t e e nt h A m m e n d m e nt, wit h G e or gi a
a n d s e v e n ot h er st at es n e v er e v e n
c o nsi d eri n g t h e r e p e al.

T h o u g h t h e n ati o n al r e p e al h a d
t a k e n pl a c e, G e or gi a r e m ai n e d dr y.
F a ci n g a dir e e c o n o m y a n d s us -
t ai n e d a d v o c a c y fr o m pr o hi biti o n
criti cs, i n 1 9 3 5, t h e G e or gi a St at e
l e gisl at ur e c all e d f or a st at e wi d e r ef-l e gisl at ur e c all e d f or a st at e wi d e r ef-l e gisl at ur e c all e d f or a st at e wi d e r ef

er e n d u m o n t h e iss u e of r e p e al. I n
1 9 3 8, G o v er n or E. D. Ri v ers eff e c -
ti v el y n ullifi e d all r e m ai ni n g st at e-
wi d e pr o hi biti o n st at ut es.

E v e n aft er t h e r e p e al of st at e wi d e
pr o hi biti o n, l a ws d esi g n e d t o e nf or c e
r eli gi o us st a n d ar ds — b ett er k n o w n
as bl u e l a ws — pl a c e d s o m e r estri c -
ti o ns o n al c o h ol i n G e or gi a.

I n 2 0 1 1, G o v er n or N at h a n D e al
si g n e d a bill all o wi n g c o m m u niti es
t o v ot e f or t h e first ti m e o n t h e q u es-
ti o n of S u n d a y al c o h ol s al es at c o n-
v e ni e n c e st or es. G e or gi a w as t h e l ast
s o ut h er n st at e wit h a “ bl u e l a w ” b a n -
ni n g S u n d a y s al es. S o y o u still c a n’t
b u y a dri n k o n S u n d a y i n B erri e n
u nl ess y o u c a n fi n d a “ bli n d ti g er ”.
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Cr us a d e A g ai nst “ Bli n d Ti g ers ” 
—I n t h e C o u nt y C o urt at Tift o n,
B erri e n c o u nt y, l ast w e e k fi v e n e-
gr o es w er e tri e d f or r u n ni n g “ bli n d
ti g ers ” a n d h e a vil y fi n e d —t h e fi n es
r a n gi n g fr o m $ 1 0 0 t o $ 5 0 0. Tift o n
h as b e e n o v err u n wit h “ bli n d
ti g ers, ” a n d s o m e h alf a d oz e n m ur-
d ers c o m mitt e d i n t h at c o m m u nit y
d uri n g t h e p ast y e ar or s o, all of
w hi c h w er e tr a c e a bl e t o li q u or. It
wr o u g ht t h e p e o pl e u p t o a pit c h of
i n di g n ati o n t h at r es ult e d i n a g e n-
er al cr us a d e a g ai nst t his cl ass of
l a w- br e a k ers. T h e citiz e ns of Tift o n
s e e m t o b e v er y m u c h i n e ar n est,
a n d h a v e i ns pir e d s u c h a w h ol es o m e
f e ar a m o n g t h e n e gr o es e n g a g e d i n
t h e illi cit tr affi c as t o c a us e a g e n-
er al e x o d us.

F or t h e n e xt f e w y e ars t h e “ bli n d
ti g ers ” w er e s u bj e ct of fr e q u e nt
n e ws a n d e dit ori als i n T h e Tift o n
G a z ett e.

O ct o b er 2 3, 1 9 0 3 — T h e bli n d
ti g er is n ot s o r a m p a g e o us i n Tift o n
j ust n o w, b ut a n o c c asi o n al gr o wl
c a n b e h e ar d fr o m its l air.

M ar c h 9, 1 9 0 4 — T h e l o c al ti g er
is p ast t h e bli n d st a g e, i n d e e d, t h e
bli n d n ess o nl y a p p e ars t o e xt e n d t o
t h os e w h os e d ut y it is t o e ntr a p hi m.

A bli n d ti g er w as r o a mi n g a b o ut
t h e str e ets of Tift o n S at ur d a y ni g ht.
S e v er al m e n w er e s e e n w h o h a d m et
it, a n d t h e y w er e s o fri g ht e n e d t h e y
c o ul d s c ar c el y w al k.

N o v e m b er 2 3, 1 9 0 6 — E ni g m a is
r a pi dl y ass u mi n g cit y airs, a n d
c a u g ht a bli n d ti g er l ast w e e k. His
h o n or ass ess e d a fi n e of $ 5 0 a g ai nst
t h e c ul prit, w h o w as a n e gr o
w o m a n, a n d s h e w as l at er t ur n e d
o v er t o t h e B erri e n C o u nt y a u-
t h oriti es, w h o s e nt f or h er.

St at e wi d e P r o hi biti o n i n 1 9 0 7
n r es p o ns e t o t h e 1 9 0 6 Atl a nt a
R a c e Ri ots, w hi c h w er e
bl a m e d t o a gr e at d e gr e e o n
t h e c o ns u m pti o n of al c o h ol
a m o n g t h e Afri c a n A m eri c a n

m e n, t h e G e or gi a G e n er al Ass e m bl y

p ass e d a st at e- wi d e pr o hi biti o n bill
o n A u g ust 6, 1 9 0 7. G e or gi a w as t h e
first s o ut h er n st at e t o g o “ dr y. ”

T his br o u g ht a b o ut e v e n m or e
“ bli n d ti g er ” a cti vit y i n B erri e n
C o u nt y, as c o u nt y citi z e ns c o ul d n o
l o n g er o bt ai n l e g al li q u or i n t h e s ur-
r o u n di n g “ w et ” c o u nti es.

T h e h ot b e d of “ bli n d ti g er ” o p-
er ati o ns w as l o c at e d n e ar S p ar ks, i n
t h e c o u nt y. W hil e t h e a ut h oriti es
w er e g etti n g m or e a g gr essi v e, t h e
ti g ers w er e g etti n g m or e r esist e nt.
Fi n all y i n F e br u ar y 1 9 0 9, T h e N as h-
vill e H er al d r e p ort e d:

B attl e of B ull ets Wit h Bli n d
Ti g ers — S h eriff I. C. Av er a a n d a
p oss e of s p e ci al d e p uti es, J o h n
Br a df or d, C. H. S h a w, W. H. S mit h
a n d J. B. Gri n er of N as h vill e, J. S.
C o n e of A d el a n d P oli c e m a n M ullis
of S p ar ks r ai d e d a d e n of bli n d
ti g ers a n d g a m bl ers at B o w d e n’s ol d
mill t hr e e mil es w est of S p ar ks, S at-
ur d a y ni g ht a n d m a d e ni n e arr ests.
T h e ti g ers r esist e d arr est a n d a w ar-
li k e f usill a d e of pist ol a n d g u n s h ots
w er e fir e d. F o ur of t h e pris o n ers
w er e w o u n d e d, o n e b ei n g s h ot i n t h e
s h o ul d er, o n e i n t h e l e g, a n d t w o i n
t h e b o d y. T h e w h ol e l a y- o ut w as
tri e d a n d c o n vi ct e d i n t h e Cit y c o urt
of N as h vill e, M o n d a y m or ni n g.

I n a n arti cl e i n T h e N as h vill e
H er al d, D e c e m b er 2 2, 1 9 1 0, it d e-
cl ar e d — War o n Bli n d Ti g ers

W ar h as b e e n d e cl ar e d a g ai nst
bli n d ti g ers i n B erri e n C o u nt y. Mi n-
ni e A usti n a n d H a n n a h G o v er, of
A d el, w er e r e c e ntl y c o n vi ct e d o n t h e
a b o v e c h ar g e a n d fi n e d $ 3 0 0 a n d
$ 2 5 0, r es p e cti v el y.

W hil e m ost of t h os e arr est e d f or
t h eir “ bli n d ti g er ” a cti vit y, a n o c c a-
si o n al w hit e m a n w as c h ar g e d f or
t h e off e ns e. A D e c e m b er 2 3, 2 0 1 0
arti cl e i n T h e N as h vill e H er al d
r e a ds: 

Ki n g C o n vi ct e d of M a ki n g W his-
k e y — L e o n ar d C. Ki n g, a y o u n g
w hit e m a n fr o m N ort h G e or gi a, w as
tri e d a n d c o n vi ct e d i n Cit y c o urt
h er e T u es d a y o n a c h ar g e of m a ki n g

m o o ns hi n e w his k e y. L ast M ar c h
S h eriff Av er a a n d D e p ut y Gri n er
f o u n d a si xt y g all o n still i n o p er a-
ti o n i n a s w a m p s e v er al mil es n ort h
of N as h vill e. T h e y t o o k of t h e o utfit
a n d a U nit e d St at es r e v e n u e offi c er
c a m e a n d d estr o y e d t h e still b y
s m as hi n g it wit h a n a x e. N o arr ests
w er e m a d e at t h e ti m e. Mr. Ki n g w as
arr est e d at his f ar m e ast of h er e
a b o ut a m o nt h a g o b y S h eriff Av er a.
J u d g e B ui e s e nt e n c e d Ki n g t o t h e
c h ai n g a n gs f or t w el v e m o nt hs, t o b e
r el e as e d u p o n t h e p a y m e nt of $ 3 0 0,
i n cl u di n g c osts.

F a r m e rs B e n d Bli n d Ti g e r L a ws
h o u g h wit h all t his pr es-
s ur e b ei n g p ut o n e nf or c e-
m e nt of “ti g er l a ws ”,
m a n y t hirst y f ar m ers still
f o u n d w a ys t o pr o vi d e a n

i nt o xi c ati n g b e v er a g e fr o m t h eir l e-
giti m at e f ar m pr o d u cts, es p e ci all y
c or n s yr u p. T his b e v er a g e w as c o m-
m o nl y c all e d “ bl a n k et j ui c e ”. T h e
cr e ati o n of t his vil e dri n k w as b est
d es cri b e d i n t his Tift o n G a z ett e ar-
ti cl e o n D e c e m b er 1 6, 1 9 1 0 —

“ Bl a n k et j ui c e ” is a c o m bi n ati o n
pr o d u ct of t h e n ati o n al i nt er n al
r e v e n u e l a w, pr o hi biti o n, h ar d ti m es,
t h e hi g h c ost of li vi n g a n d a d esir e
t o c el e br at e C hrist m as i n a p pr o pri-
at e st yl e, d es pit e a d v ers e cir c u m-
st a n c es.

T h e d e c o cti o n is m a d e fr o m
t h e “s ki m mi n gs ” of c a n e j ui c e, w hil e
it is b ei n g b oil e d i nt o s yr u p. T h es e
“s ki m mi n gs ” ar e s et asi d e t o s o ur,
a n d t h e n b oil e d i n a n or di n ar y
w as h p ot. A bl a n k et, s pr e a d o v er t h e
p ot, c at c h es t h e st e a m fr o m t h e b oil-
i n g fl ui d, a n d t his st e a m c o n d e ns e d
i nt o li q ui d is wr u n g fr o m t h e bl a n k et
i nt o a v ess el, a n d t h e n b oil e d a g ai n.

W hil e t h e d e c o cti o n t h us o b-
t ai n e d w o ul d pr o b a bl y n ot a p p e al t o
a n e pi c ur es p al at e, it is s ai d t o m a k e
“ dr u n k c o m e ” wit h ast o nis hi n g c e-
l erit y, a n d t h at a f e w s wi gs of it will
m a k e a r a b bit cli m b o v er t h e m uzzl e
of t h e h u nt er’s g u n a n d wri g gl e his
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