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The Community Archives Lyrasis Catalyst Project at Valdosta State University aimed to establish a sustainable program for the digitization, preservation, and access of historical collections from South Georgia’s underserved communities. By collaborating with local historical societies and organizations, the project digitized critical at-risk materials, which were made publicly accessible through digital platforms like Vtext, the Digital Library of Georgia, and the Digital Public Library of America. The initiative also served as a teaching tool, providing students with experiential learning in archives management, digital preservation, and project workflows.

This paper outlines the program's structure, workflow, and partnerships, highlighting the successes achieved during the grant period, such as increased community engagement, enhanced digital infrastructure, and the digitization of key collections. Additionally, the project navigated administrative challenges and personnel changes while ensuring its integration into Valdosta State University’s long-term strategic goals. The program now serves as a model for rural academic archives seeking to engage with community history and provide educational opportunities for students in archival and library sciences.


