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Saturday, September 2, 1989 1-B Sports The Valdosta Daily Times

Wildcat running back Carlos Parker dodges a would be land Field. The ’Cats routed the visitors 34-0 Friday night
Camden County tackler and heads up field Friday at Cleve- — Times Photo by Paul Leavy.

’Cats Defend Expectations
By CHRIS BECKHAM 
Times Sports Writer

The Valdosta High Wildcat 
defense has been built up and built 
up since the beginning of spring 
practice. Friday night in Cleveland 
Field, those expectations were met 
with tremendous success.

Holding Camden County’s defense 
to minus-25 yards in tptal offense, 
the Wildcats won their season 
opener 34-0, trouncing of the 
“ other” Wildcats from St. Mary’s.

VHS head coach Nick Hyder said 
the night was a success for his team 
and especially his spectacular 
defense.

“We cannot complain about our 
defense. We are right on schedule 
or maybe even a little ahead of 
where I thought we were. Jack 
Rudolph, Freddy Waters, Keith Mid- 
dletona and Charles Tarpley all did 
a great job preparing this unit and it 
was a very team-oriented effort,” 
Hyder said.

The Camden offense was suppos­
edly going to be built around full­
back Dexter Burch. But the bruising 
runner saw very limited action and 
only carried the ball one time during 
the game. Camden head coach Bill 
Thombs said Burch recently had a 
cyst removed and they decided to

keep him out of action.
Almost lost in the middle of the 

great defensive effort was a good 
night on offense. Junior tailback Joe 
Wright led the Wildcats rushing 
attack with 59 yards on 12 attempts 
including a 34-yard touchdown that 
opened the Wildcat scoring in the 
first quarter.

As planned, the Wildcats used a 
two-quarterback system and it 
worked well. Junior Alton Hitson 
started the game but only threw two 
passes in the first half. He was 
relieved in the middle of the second 
quarter by junior Deric Cotton who 
took the offensive attack to the air.

Cotton completed his first pass to 
wide receiver Carlos Moore for 16 
yards and, with 1:41 left in the first 
half, found Moore again. This time, 
Moore was in the end zone to haul 
in Cotton’s 26-yard aerial and put 
the Wildcats up 14-0 going into half­
time.

Without Burch in the backfield, 
Camden had to rely almost solely on 
quarterback Marlowe Mobley. Mob­
ley showed some scrambling ability 
but could not hold off the defensive 
rush all night.

Early in the fourth period, Mobley 
went back to pass and was hit by 
several Wildcats. He fumbled and

See ’Cats, Page 3B

From Page IB
defensive lineman Robert Fillmore 
recovered on the Camden 17-yard 
line. Three plays later, sophomore

I Dow Drury kicked a 34-yard field 
goal to put the ’Cats up, 17-0.

Mobley was hurt when he lost the 
ball and had to leave the game. His 
replacement, Keith Cummings, 
found out quickly how tough the 
VHS defense was when, on third 
and eight, he was intercepted by . 
Trampis Wrice at the Camden 48- 
yard line. Wrice returned the ball to 
the Camden 10 before being finally 
knocked out of bounds.

On the Wildcats’ next offensive

play, tailback Chris Chachere ran in 
the touchdown to put the game on 
ice at 24-0.

Wildcats’ defensive coordinator 
Jack Rudolph was a bit surprised at 
Camden’s total offensive yardage 
but was not surprised at the way his 
team played.

“I’m proud of everyone on our 
defense. We alternate 16 players and 
the second bunch stood with this 
team just as well as the first group. 
We were still running to the football 
even in the third and fourth quar­
ters and on a hot night like this, that 
says something,” Rudolph said.

Drury added another field goal, a

34-yarder, and Albert Edmonds 
scored on a 2-yard run to round out 
the Wildcat scoring. Drury was per­
fect on four extra point attempts.

Valdosta-Camden County 
At Valdosta

Valdosta 
5 
29-118 
8-18 
90

5-31.0
5-35 
1-0

Valdosta

First downs 
Rushes-yards 

Comp.-att.
Yards 

Intercepted 
Punting 

Penalties 
Fumbles-Iost

Camden County 
0 

28-(-27) 
2-11 

2 
2 

7-27.4 
9-47

Camden County
7 7 0 20-34
000 0—0

Scoring Summary
Valdosta-Joe Wright 34 run (Dow Drury kick)

p^os^-Car|o? Moore 26 pass from Deric 
Cotton (Drury kick)
Valdosta—Drury 34 field goal
Valdosta—Chris Chachere 10 run (Drury kick)
Valdosta—Drury 34 field goal
Valdosta—Albert Edmonds 2 run (Drury kick)

Individual Statistics
Rushing: Valdosta-Wright 12-59, Carlos Par­

ker 8-20, Shawn Gay 1-7, Alton Hitson 3-(-7) 
Cotton 2-(-2), Mickey McSwain 1-2, Moore l-(- 
5), Dexter Mitchell 1-2, Kendrick Patrick 1-1 
Chachere 2-10, Edmonds 2-8. Camden 
County-Marlowe Mobley 10-(-26), Terrance 
Baker 5-(-7), Burt Miller 3-2, Dexter Burch 1-2 
Corey Dawson 1-2, Keith Cummings 1-3. ’

Passing: Valdosta-Cotton 3-9 63, Hitson 2-5 
8, Jamey Waters 3-5 19. Camden County-Mob­
ley 1-8 2, Cummings 1-3 0.

Receiving: Valdosta-Moore 2-42, McSwain 
2-21, Dexter Dudley 2-12, Brice Hunter 1-7 
Justin Bridges 1-5, Tracy Carter 1-3. Camden 
County-Hany Cummings 1-3, Rama Nightin­
gale 1-0.
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The Valdosta Daily Times

Two VHS Debaters Win^'Aw&rd
By ASHLEY CONNELL

Two Valdosta High debaters won 
an award at the Northside High 
School debate tournament this past 
weekend in Warner Robins.

Senior Michelle Jones and junior 
Tammy Crowe made the finals in 
the varsity division with a 3-2 ’ 
record. They won decisions over top 
teams from Brookwood, Carrollton, 
and Warner Robins schools. With 

Ithe 3-2 record the pair qualified for 
the octo-finals elimination round, 
made up of the top 16 teams in the 
42-team varsity draw. In the octo­
finals Miss Jones and Miss Crowe 
met Carrollton again and lost on a 2­
1 decision. In the elimination rounds 
there is a panel of three judges that 
determines the winner.

In the novice division senior 
Christie Bauer and junior Jimmy 
Green finished as the 10th place 
affirmative team with a 3-2 record. 
Green was the top speaker among 
Valdosta debaters in the novice divi­
sion. They defeated teams from 
Appling, Brookwood, and 
Westminster schools. Sophomore 
Kristin Ganas and junior David 
Farber had a 3-2 record and finished 
as the 15th place negative team in 
the novice division. Miss Ganas and 
Farber won decisions over teams 
from Appling, St. Pius, and Warner 
Robins schools. There were more 
than 80 teams in the novice division.

Also participating in the two-day 
tournament was junior Ashley Con­
nell, who served as a judge in the 
novice division. Sophomore Angela 
Jones and freshman William White­
sell made the trip as alternates. 
Director Frank Hjort judged extem­
poraneous speaking, and student 
teacher Alma Nicholson served as a 
judge in debate.

VHS debaters plan to participate 
in the Mercer University debate 
tournament later this month. The 
Debate Club is also planning to host 
its annual invitational debate tourna­
ment in January. * 
. The national high school debate 
topic for 1989-90 is “Resolved: That 
the federal government should 
adopt a nationwide policy to 
decrease overcrowding in prisons 
and jails in the United States. “ Re­
solved: That the federal government 
should adopt a nationwide policy to 
decrease overcrowding in prisons 
and jails in the United States.”

FBLA Elects

Miller, daughter of George and Cora 
Miller; Tangie Morrison, daughter of 
Shirley Stibbens; Heather Strayhorn, 
daughter of Jack and Kathy Stray­
horn; LaSharon Walker, daughter of 
Leroyce Orr; Secretary Carla Davis, 
niece of Connie Carson; Treasurer 
Latechia Brown, daughter of James 
and Loretta Scott; Reporter Jenni 
Cantrell, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
AA. Cantrell; Historian Sebastian 
Davis, son of Raymond J. Davis; 
Parliamentarian Leigh Helms, 
daughter of Danny and Bette 
Helms.

The club sponsor is Maxine Mar­
tin.

VICA Attends
Vocational Industrial Clubs of 

America officers attended the VICA 
Fall Leadership Conference in 
Atlanta Friday-Sunday.

Those in attendance were 
Spencer Iverson, president; Dan Alt­
man, vice president; Laurie Parra- 
more, secretary; Malcom Tyson, 
treasurer; Jeff Moxley, chaplain; and 
Barb Ison, health occupations presi­
dent. The students were accompa­
nied by Lynne Wilson, adviser.

The officers attended workshops 
on Public Speaking, Parliamentary 
Procedure, How to Make Meetings 
Fun, Personal Appearance and Eti­
quette and Club Meeting Proce­
dures. All officers attending the 
conference received the VICA 
Statesmen Award for 100% accuracy 
on a VICA Knowledge test.

Interact Meets
SPENCER CARVER

By JENNI CANTRELL

Valdosta High School recently 
elected officers for the Future Busi­
ness Leaders of America.

The officers-elect are as follows: 
President Suzette Davidson, daugh­
ter of Gregory and Mae Browning; 
Vice Presidents, Letesha Bradley, 
daughter of Clifford and Rachel 
Bradley; Jibade Johnson, son of Dr. 
and Mrs. David Hargett; Gayla

act. He attended Valdosta High from 
1975-1979 and was in level 3 classes. 
Sullivan played the trombone in the 
band.

“The funniest thing that has hap­
pened in my teaching career has 
been seeing the reactions of teach­
ers who taught me and see me 
now,” Sullivan said.

After high school Sullivan went to 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural Col­
lege for a forestry degree, and to 
Valdosta State College for a second­
ary education degree in social stud­
ies.

He started teaching at Valdosta 
High just 10 years after graduating 
there. Sullivan taught under Sue 
Lawrence. Sullivan said, “When I 
student taught I saw that the teach­
ing atmosphere was good and I was

used to the noise level.”
Sullivan is not the only teacher in 

his family; his sister teaches in 
Thomasville.

In addition to teaching and Inter­
act, Sullivan is involved with the 
youth at Christ Episcopal and has 
been a member of the Air National 
Guard, 283rd Combat Communica­
tions Squadron, based in Savannah, 
for the past seven years.

VHS Offensive
Lme

By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Writer

^i i^i?

aves Way
der and so I 
first series,”

played tight end the

Interact had their first meeting 
Sept. 21.

Jerseys were handed out and 
yearly dues were collected. Presi­
dent Alan Golivesky talked to the 
freshmen and all other new mem­
bers about what Interact is. Chap­
lain Nikki Demott read the 
devotional. All officers were intro­
duced to the new members.

Everyone signed up for at least 
one committee.

Cole Sullivan is adviser for Inter­

After each of the first three Val­
dosta High Wildcat football games, 

| offensive line coach Jerry Don 
1 Baker muttered as he walked off the 

field, “We’re coming along. We’re 
getting there.”

But after the Wildcats’ 35-0 
destruction of Northside-Warner 
Robins Friday night at Cleveland 
Field, Baker was a little more 
upbeat. His line had spent the eve­
ning carving huge holes in a North­
side defensive line that lacked 
neither size nor talent. Their work 
paid off in five VHS touchdowns and 
a career night for fullback Carlos 
Parker, who tallied 229 yards in just 
a little over one-half of play.

“ They really got after it tonight,” 
Baker said. ’’They came off the ball 
hard and this group has been work­
ing hard all year.”

Of the five offensive linemen, only 
one was a starter last season, senior 
Matthew Butler. Butler is listed as a 
guard but he regularly plays guard, 
tackle and center. Friday night, he 
went a little further by switching to 
tight end in the opening series of 
the game.

“ Mickey (McSwain, the regular 
starting tight end) had a hurt shoul-

Butler said. “I only 
went out on one pattern and (quar­
terback) Alton (Hitson) was blitzed
so he had to run.”

Butler wasn’t the only flexible 
member of the group. Senior Brooks 
Akins doubled as a defensive line­
man in certain situations and also 
played on special teams.

“Brooks has improved all year 
and he’s getting better every game. 
Shaun Eilders, Jarrett Johnson, 
Jason Peters, Kevin Miller and
Kevin Wilkerson all played great,” 
Baker said. “And don’t forget about 
Mickey McSwain. He came in and 
played even though he’s been hurt.”

But the line’s success did not end 
with run blocking. Although the 
Wildcats elected to pass only four 
times, two of those were big comple­
tions. The first one came on a third- 
and-23 from the VHS 1-yard line. 
Hitson spotted junior wide receiver 
Scott Stuart, who made a great 
catch for 33 yards and an important 
first down.

The other completion came late in 
the fourth quarter. Hitson took the 
snap, fumbled the ball, picked it up 
and hit running back Shawn Gay, 
who raced to the end zone for a 55- 
yard score.

Roberts Has Huge 
Day For UTC Moes
Staff, Wire Reports

MURFREESBORO, Tenn. - Dino 
Stafford hit Derwin Brewer with a 
35-yard pass to boost Middle Ten­
nessee State to a 24-7 victory over 
Tennessee-Chattanooga Saturday 
night.

Middle Tennessee, a member of 
the Ohio Valley Conference, is now 
3-2 overall, while Tennessee-Chatta­
nooga, a Southern Conference mem­

ber, falls to 1-3.
The Moccasins’ James Roberts, a 

former Valdosta High standout, 
posted his team’s only touchdown 
on 73-yard punt return midway 
through the first quarter.

Roberts, who last week was the 
Southern Conference player and 
freshman of the week, rushed for 
154 yards on 22 carries. He also 
caught two passes for 31 yards.



Wildcats 
Prepare 
For SHS
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Writer 

I Forget a 21-0 loss to the Tift 
County Blue Devils last week. Val­
dosta High head coach Nick 
Hyder knows better than to let 
those numbers fool him. He 
knows that the Statesboro Blue

I Devils are worthy of his team’s
I full attention despite their lacklus- 
I ter performance in Tifton.
I Statesboro will be hosting the 
(wildcats this Friday night in the 
(wildcats last non-region game of 
| the regular season. Statesboro 
had compiled a 3-1 record, includ- 

|ing a win over the Effingham 
(county, before losing in Tifton last 
Friday. In fact, Hyder thinks that 

(loss may give the Blue Devils 
(something more to play for this 
(Friday
| -‘Tift County didn’t do us any 
favors last week by beating 
(Statesboro. When you’re wounded 
|and your pride’s hurt, you always 
come back fighting harder. That is 
|just human nature. Statesboro is 
(wounded right now so that makes 
|our game even tougher,” Hyder 
paid. •
I The Wildcats are coming off 
|what most believe to be their best 
game of the season so far. In their 
35-0 shelling of Northside-Warner 
Robins, the Wildcats posted their 
best night rushing the ball and 
|the defense collected its third 
shutout in four games.

Hyder was glad to see his team 
progress but he believes the best 
is yet to come.

“We haven’t peaked. We still 
have several things on both our 
defense and our offense that need 
to be worked out. We worked late 
today because we’re still working 
on some things,” Hyder said.

The Statesboro offense revolves 
around the performance of senior 
tailback Tony Grant. Grant has 
already •’.massp'l nearly 900 yards 
on the year although he was held 
to only 61 against Tift County.

“He’s for real,” Hyder said. 
“He scored on us last year the 
first time he touched the ball. He 
is very strong and they have good ; 
size on the line to get him some I 
holes. He was definitely one of the

J best, if not the best back we saw 
! all of last year,” Hyder said.

Statesboro comes into the game 
unranked while the Wildcats are 
still second in the state in this 
week’s AAAA poll. The Wildcats 
were also listed as the 11th best 
team in the nation in the USA 
Today high school football poll. 
The Warner Robins Devils are the 
second-ranked team in the USA 
Today poll while Pensacola-Pine 
Forest remains the number one
team.

10-A Wednesday, October 4, 1989

Math Poster Winners
From left, Ashley Schleusner won second 

place, Anthony Scruggs, first, and Catherine 
Rowe, third, in a poster contest at Valdosta 
High School to promote mathematcis educa­

tion. Honorable mention winners were Jason 
Sims, Ashley House, Karen Green, Becky 
Guess and Jason Morris. — Photo Special To 
The Times.

Wilde At Tradition
Will Air Tonight

The ‘Wildcat Tradition’ tele­
vision show will be on tonight 
from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Valdosta 
Cable channel 36 and Falcon 
Cable channel 15in northern Low­
ndes County.

Tonight’s show will be hosted 
by Valdosta Wildcats’ head foot­
ball coach Nick Hyder and Calvin 
McGuyrt, along with regulars 
Buck Belue and Simone Allen.

Special guests include Miss 
Patsy Smith, know as the Wildcat 
Lady and teacher at Valdosta 
High School for 32 years; former 
quarterback Ted West; Georgia 
Bulldogs’ Carlo Butler and Stan 
Grubb, former Valdosta student 
trainer and now a sportswriter at 
the Valdosta Daily Times.
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Sports W BalWta Bails ?M
Wednesday, October 11, 1989

Committee Bids For Six Teams
By STAN GRUBB
Times Sports Writer

A recommendation has been 
made to the Georgia High School 
Association concerning a reclassifi­
cation of the Columbus area schools, 
which make up the North subregion 
of Region 1-AAAA.

“The region represenatives met 
Monday to talk about several issues 
which concern our region, such as 
sports playoff formats and other 
issues which have to do with the 
academic area of the schools in 
Region 1-AAAA,” said Colquitt 
County Athletic Director Jim 
Hughes. “The Columbus schools let 
it be known that they are consid­

ering playing in a Class AAA region 
next season and therefore, a propo­
sal was made for a six-team region 
made up of the existing Region 1- 
AAAA teams.”

According to Hughes, the proposal 
was drawn up at the Region 1-AAAA 
meeting on Monday afternoon and 
will now await the decision from the 
Georgia High School Association 
next weekend in Thomaston.

Providing the proposal meets with 
GHSA approval, Region 1-AAAA 
would consist of Valdosta, Lowndes, 
Tift County, Colquitt County, Bain­
bridge and Coffee.

“The committee recommended 
that we make the proposal about the 
six-team region in the fact that the

Columbus schools were considering 
stepping down into Class AAA,” said 
Hughes. “This is something that 
happens every two years and just 
does not have anything to do with 
just Region 1-AAAA. Every region in 
the state had a similar meeting con­
cerning the future of the region and 
who will be a part of it. The Colum­
bus schools had interest of going to 
Class AAA for several reasons.”

According to Lowndes High 
School Athletic Director Rick Tom- 
berlin, the move to a six-team 
region was simply an ecomomic 
decision on behalf of the Columbus 
area schools.

“I’m sure playing the teams in the

other subregion did not have any­
thing to do with it. The Columbus 
schools just decided that making a 
move to Class AAA would better 
benefit their area in terms of money, 
travel, and playoff considerations,” 
said Tomberlin. “For the remaining 
six teams, if that ends up being the 
case, it will be a new task of finding 
five non-region opponents. I think 
that it is a move that is welcomed 
by the teams on this side due to 
travel involved. All of their schools, 
except one, are not Class AAAA size 
anyway. It will be interesting to see 
just how the state rules on this pro­
posal.”

Hughes impressed that the propo­

sal was simply a proposal and that 
the Georgia High School Association 
must show its approval.

“I don’t see any reason why they 
will not approve the proposal, but 
it’s in the hands of the Georgia High 
School Association at this point. We 
meet and make recomendations 
concerning certain items on our 
agenda that concern Region 1- 
AAAA. And if we want anything 
passed, it’s up to the GHSA,” said 
Hughes. “They will pass final judge­
ment on the plan. This was just a 
recommendation on behalf of the 
Region 1-AAAA committee members 
about a reclassification of our 
region.”

Parker Making The Most 
Of His Chanc^Jor VHS

Defense

By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Writer

Valdosta High Wildcat fans who 
were watching last week’s win over 
the Northside-Warner Robins 
Eagles might have been reminded 
of last year’s potent running back 
duo of James Roberts and Isaac

Player of the Week
Caesar.

Although Roberts and Caesar are

LACEY

no longer around,
the Wildcat run­
ning attack has 
not dropped off. 
Leading the way 
is fullback Carlos 
Parker, who ram­
bled for 229 yards 
last week, and has 
been named the 
Valdosta Daily 
Times' Player of 
the Week.

“I did the same
things that I’ve done all year,” said 
Parker. “It just finally all came 
together. All the backs look to score 
whenever they get the ball. We don’t 
do any different when we get the 
ball near the goalline,” Parker said.

This season is the first Parker has 
started as a Wildcat after watching 
Roberts and Caesar grind out the 
yardage for two years. But Parker is 
glad he got the chance to see two 
talented backs do their thing.

“ I was like a student when I was 
backing those guys up. I watched 
what they did well and I learned 
from their mistakes. That made me 
a lot better prepared when the situ­
ation came up,” Parker said. “They 
could be down and still play an up 
game. I learned a lot from them.”

The Wildcats are currently 4-0 
and ranked second in the state’s 
AAAA poll. But Parker is not over­
looking anyone on their schedule 
and he has learned from the last 
two years that overlooking oppo-

Carlos Parker rambled last week against Northside of „ 
Warner Robins for 229 — Times Staff Photo by Mike Tan- , 
tier.

Taking 
Charge
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Writer

nents can hurt you.
“We’re still working on getting to 

the top,” Parker said. “ We’re taking 
everything one game at a time. This 
season is like climbing a ladder and 
the step you don’t think about is the 
one that will knock you down.”

Clinch County’s Dondre Lacey 
continues to impress the opposition 
and he added to his already impres­
sive statistics. Although the Panth­
ers fell to Wayne County, 15-13,

Lacey snagged 16 balls for 224 yards 
and two touchdowns. Clinch head 
coach Don Tison said Lacey does 
not do anything special. He just pro­
duces.

“He’s got good concentration and 
he’s pretty fast. He just has a great 
knack for catching the ball, espe­
cially in a crowd,” Tison said. “ He’s 
a great athlete and I’m glad we’ve 
got him.”

After one look around the south 
Georgia football scene, the final 
scores of the 1989 season will make 
one believe that this is the year of 
the offense.

Fred Edmonds and Dondre Lacey 
have kept the Clinch County passing 
attack alive and well. Donnie Carter 
has led Cook’s wishbone to several 
wins. Valdosta High’s Carlos Parker 
and Lowndes High’s Chris Wright 
are two of the top rushers in the 
Region 1-AAAA. Tim Lambert and 
Tony Barnhart are a potent one-two 
punch at Brooks County. Frankie 
Wilkens has found his way into seve­
ral opposing end zones for Madison 
County. The Valwood Valiants have 
unveiled their passing game and 
rolled up 50 points against Marana- 
tha two weeks ago.

But there is still one group that 
believes success is based on a hard­
nosed defense. The Valdosta Wild­
cats have given up only four touch­
downs in their first five games and 
they have collected three shutouts. 
The senior-laden squad has pro­
duced some good results and VHS 
defensive coordinator Jack Rudolph 
said he has been pleased with their 
performance. _

“I think any time that you really 
evaluate an offensive or defensive 
team, you find things that need 
improving,” Rudolph said. “If I ever 
find a game that I don’t need to 
work with them, my job will be over 
and they’ll find someone else.”

Although the ’Cats have proven to 
have one of the region’s toughest 
defenses, no individual stars emerge 
more than others. But Rudolph said 
there have been some pleasant sur­
prises.

“Guys like Dexter Daniels, who 
came up from the ninth-grade team, 
Travis and Marshun Lane and seve­
ral others have come up and shown 
they can play. These were kids that 
we hoped would do well,” Rudolph 
said. “When you have a lot of good 
players who are on a good level, you 
just hope some of the others will 
rise up and join them on that level.”

This week, the Wildcats will face 
their first region foe when the Bain­
bridge Bearcats come to town.
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Visitors Steal The Show
Colquitt Jo. Invades Cleveland, 
Posts Upset Of Valdosta, 7-0
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Writer

Following the Valdosta-Colquitt 
County matchup Friday night, 
Packer head coach hugged Diane 
Forbes, producer of the ABC tele­
vision show ‘20/20’ who had been in 
town to do a feature on the Wildcat 
program. Barely able to hold back a 
smile, Hughes asked, “ Does this 
mean we’ll get a little more TV; 
time?”

The reason Hughes asked is 
because his team had accomplished 
what very few, if any, had given 
them a chance to do. They came 
into Valdosta and defeated the Wild­
cats, 7-0.

The win gave the Packers a 2-0 
Region 1-AAAA South record and 
made them 4-3 overall while the loss 
was the first for the Wildcats on the 
season.

VHS head coach Nick Hyder said 
the loss was not a major surprise. 
He knew that the Packers would be 
a stiff challenge and they did what 
they had to do to win the game.

“ They stopped us on the goalline 
a couple of times and their defense 
made some good adjustments when 
it got to that part of the field. We 
made some mistakes but that is all 
part of it. The best team on the field 
is supposed to win and they did 
tonight,” Hyder said.

The game featured two outstand­
ing defensive performances by both 
teams with only one big play sepe- 
rating the two on the scoreboard.

The winning points came on an 
option play at the Wildcat 26-yard 
line with 4:20 remaining in the 
game. On second-and-8, Packer 
quarterback Bucky Goff, brother of 
University of Georgia head coach 
Ray Goff, faked an inside handoff to 
fullback Nathan Williams and ran to 
his right. As he was hit, he pitched 
the ball to senior tailback Spindola 
Merritt, who raced down the side­
line for a touchdown. _______

“I saw an opening,” Goff said, 
“and I started to run it. But I felt 
the pressure from their linebackers 
so I pitched it. I got hit but I looked 
up into the stands after I was on the 
ground. I saw our fans go crazy and 
I knew it was something good.

“I felt we could win the game all 
week and our coaches did a good 
job getting us ready. Playing in front 
of national TV didn’t have that much 
to do with it but it did give us an 
extra boost,” Goff added.

The play, called a “ 34 base option 
right” in the Colquitt County play­
book, turned out to be the differ­
ence. The Packers have run it 
several times this season and VHS 
defensive coordinator Jack Rudolph 
said he expected to see it sometime 
during the game.

“ We’d seen the option on film but 
I think that was the only time they 
ran it all night. They just got past 
our man and our defense thought 
that the quarterback was going to 
run it. That one bad play turned out 
to be the turning point in the 
game,” Rudolph said.

“We knew it would be tough but 
it’s on nights like this that you know 
you love your kids whether they win

or lose. Our backs are up against 
the wall now and we’ve got to fight 
back.”

The game also featured the two 
top rushers in the region with Colq­
uitt’s Williams and Valdosta’s Carlos 
Parker. But neither had a big night 
as both ran into great defenses. Wil­
liams finished with 77 yards on 21 
carries while Parker tallied 72 yards 
on 22 attempts.

Valdosta had their chances to 
score in both halves but mistakes 
and the Packer defense kept them 
from reaching the end zone.

... We made some mistakes 
but that is all part of it. The 
best team on the field is sup­
posed to win and they did 
tonight.’

— VHS Coach Nick Hyder

A Joe Wright punt return after 
CCHS’s first possession of the game 
gave the ’Cats the ball at the Packer 
34-yard line, But two plays later, 
Colquitt County’s interception leader 
Anthony Bridges came up with the 
big play and pulled down an Alton 
Hitson pass at the 3 to stop the 
drive.

The Packer offense struggled 
throughout the first half and never 
got it past their own 34.

And as they have all year, the Val­
dosta defense set up the offense. In 
the second quarter, linebacker 
Bruce Daniels blocked a Goff punt 
and Valdosta took over at the CCHS 
18.

Valdosta kept it on the ground 
and earned a first-and-goal at the 
Packer 5-yard line. But the Packer 
defense stood tall as the Wildcats 
went for it on fourth down at the 1. 
' "Parker, who has ran for 13 touch­
downs this season, tried to dive over 
the top for his 14th. But the defense 
grabbed his legs and kept him from 
the end zone.

Things looked bright for the Wild­
cats early in the second half as they 
took the opening kickoff and drove 
downfield. They ran the ball 13 
times before reaching the Packer 5: 
To beef up the blocking, the Wild­
cats sent 250-pound linebacker 
Anthony Williams and 190-pound 
noseguard Andre Hampton into the 
backfield. On the next play, Parker 
dove to the 1 and Valdosta was 
knocking on the door.

But on second down, an illegal 
procedure penalty closed that door 
and moved them back to the 6-yard 
line.

On third down, Hitson was sacked 
by strong safety Quessie Bethune 
and the ’Cats had to attempt a field 
goal. But Dow Drury’s try was wide 
right and the scoreless tie remained.

On the game-winning drive, the 
Packers took over at their own 49- 
yard line. Exhausted in nearly all of 
his offensive schemes throughout 
the game, Hughes elected to leave 
the work to Williams.

His fullback responded by catch­
ing an 8-yard pass and running the 
ball on the next five consecutive 
plays for 17 yards.

But on the seventh play of the 
drive, Hughes gambled on the

element of surprise. It was an inside 
fake to Williams that held the 
defense and launched the touch­
down run by Merritt.

“Nathan Williams is a fine back 
and we knew that he was their main 
man coming in,” Hyder said. “But 
that was their option play and it was 
well-executed. We didn’t take this 
game lightly because this Colquitt 
team has played this Wildcat team 
tough from the eighth grade on.

“ I wished we would’ve scored 
when we got down close but I 
wouldn’t have done anything differ­
ent,” Hyder added. “They just did a 
good job and we have to bounce 
back. It was a well-earned victory 
for Colquitt County High and it goes 
to show the quality of teams in this 
region.”

After the touchdown, the Wildcats 
had one more chance to drive the 
field. Hitson started their final drive 
with an 18-yard pass to Mickey 
McSwain and Parker added seven 
more on the next play. With the 
clock still ticking, Hitson hit Steve 
Jarmillo for a 9-yard gain and

another first down to stop the clock.
After stalling, the Wildcats kept 

moving with a fourth-down-and-five 
pass front Hitson to Carlos Folsom 
for nine yards. But the next play 
sealed the upset.

From the CCHS 25-yard line, Hit- 
son looked for McSwain again but 
the pass was tipped into the air by 
linebacker Mat Madison and inter­
cepted by linebacker Ty Greene. 
The Packers fell on the ball to end 
the game.

The game marked just another 
triumphant visit to Cleveland Field 
by Hughes. The last loss for the 
Wildcats at Cleveland Field came 
against Hughes’ Packers in 1985 and 
the last time the Wildcats were shut 
out at Cleveland Field was in 1974 
by William Andrews and the Thom­
asville Bulldogs. That team was 
coached by Jim Hughes.

“ I thought both teams played well 
and I happen to like defensive foot­
ball,” Hughes said. “But I did not 
anticipate a shutout. We’re delighted 
to win this game because Valdosta 
is an excellent team. They’ll be all 
right.

“We’ve run the option some this 
year and I felt like we could get it 
off,” Hughes said of the winning • 
play. “Merritt barely got it in the ’ , . 
end zone but it was just enough.” 

And after his team had won the 
game, Hughes looked to Forbes 
again. v

“ I guess we changed the storyline 
a little bit, huh?”

^

^

^

Rushing: Colquitt-Nathan Williams 21-77, Mer­
ritt 4-33, Bucky Goff 9-(-5), Adrian Herring 1-0. Val­
dosta-Carlos Parker 22-72, Joe Wright 12-29, Alton 
Hitson 14-5, Chris Chachere 1-2.

Passing: Colquitt-Goff 2-5-0 11. Valdosta-Hitson 
5-9-2 45, Deric Cotton 0-4-0 0.

Receiving: Colquitt-Tim Lewis 1-3, Williams 1-8. 
Valdosta-Mickey McSwain 1-18, Carlos Moore 1-11, 
Steve Jarmillo 1-10, Carlos Folsom 1-9, Chachere 1­
(-3).

Colquitt-Valdosta
Packers Wildcats
6 First downs 13
35-105 Rushes-yards 49-108
2-5 Comp.-att. 5-12
11 Yards 45
0 Intercepted 2
6-34.0 Punting 4-29.3
2-10 Penalties 3-35
0-0 Fumbles-lost 2-0

Colquitt 0 0 0 7-7
Valdosta 6 0 0 0—0

Scoring Summary
C—Spindola Merritt 26.run (Parks Hughes tack)
4:20, 4th

Individual Statistics

^





20-20’ Eyes
Wildcat Loss
But Comes Away Impressed
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Writer

Never mind the 7-0 loss to the 
Colquitt County Packers Friday 
night. When the producers, corre­
spondents and camera people from 
the ABC newsmagazine “20/20” 
wanted a story on high school foot­
ball, they came to Valdosta. And 
they left having found what they 
were looking for.

The production team from the 
long-running television show arrived 
in Valdosta last Tuesday after scout­
ing the Wildcats for the past several 
months. They interviewed coaches, 
players, longtime fans and other res­
idents during their week-long stay 
and producer Diane Forbes said she

came away with a winner.
“We wanted a story to show the 

nation on Thanksgiving weekend 
because it is a big football weekend. 
High school football combines family 
and football unlike any other kind of | 
sport,” Forbes said.

“All the high school players still 
live at home with their parents and 
since Thanksgiving weekend is so 
family-oriented, we wanted to cele­
brate high school football.”

After coming up with the basic 
story idea, the show’s researchers 
quickly went to work to find a high 
school team with a great tradition. 
Correspondent Bob Brown said the 
decision to pick Valdosta was not

See ~ * — — ~ *The Valdosta Daily Times
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that hard.
“ Our researchers found out pretty 

quickly that Valdosta has the most 
successful high school football team 
in the nation. They’ve been featured 
in Sports Illustrated and some 
other magazines and it’s a fact that 
this system is truly phenomenal,” 
Brown said.

“The system has produced great 
teams and the stories behind those 
teams are amazing.”

Brown mentioned several factors 
that he thinks make the Wildcats 
one of America’s premier prep foot­
ball teams, emphasizing the bond 
between the Wildcat team and the 
Valdosta community.

“The one thing I’ve learned that 
makes the Wildcats such a success 
is that every time a team takes the 
field, it’s not just the team that’s 
playing the game. It’s everyone who 
has ever played for the Wildcats.

They’re all'on the field at the same 
time. It’s a tremendous story,” 
Brown said.

The production staff spent Tues­
day and Thursday in Valdosta at the 
Wildcats’ practices and school func­
tions, interviewing players and 
coaches. On Wednesday, the crew 
went to Moultrie to speak with Colq­
uitt head coach Jim Hughes and his 
team.

On Friday, they attended the 
game, a 7-0 upset win for the visit­
ing Packers, and they were sched­
uled to leave Valdosta and head 
back for New York this morning.

“I’ve come away from this week 
with a very good feeling,” Forbes 
said. “The people we’ve met in the 
community have been very kind and 
these boys have been an inspiration. 
They deserve to win because they 
work very hard at their game. There 
are no bad things and there is no 
controversy surrounding this team.

It has made our job very enjoyable 
this week.”

VHS head coach Nick Hyder said 
he was proud that the newsmaga­
zine chose his team to feature.

“It is always an honor for high 
school football to be recognized. 
This will show how tough the 

Region 1-AAAA is and we don’t 
think there is a tougher region in 
the nation. We’re glad they chose us 
and we’re glad that all of high 
school football will be publicized,” 
Hyder said.

Brown, who was born in football- 
mad Oklahoma, said he is a big fan 
and that made this particular 
assignment a good one.

“This has been a lot of fun. I’ve 
got to leave at 4 a.m. this morning 
to go to Germany so this was a nice 
break m the action. We think the 
nation is going to like what Valdosta 
has going down here,” Brown said

ABC Television correspondent Bob Brown Friday night at Cleveland Field. The Wildcats 
2;T"ler^ PrePare9 to T*1™ a segment about lost to Colquitt County, 7-0 — Times Photo 
Wddcat football for the program “20/20” By Mike Tanner.
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Visitors Steal The Show
Colquitt Co. Invades Cleveland, 
Posts Upset Of Valdosta, 7-0

Following the Valdosta-Colquitt 
County matchup Friday night, 
Packer head coach hugged Diane 
Forbes, producer of the ABC tele­
vision show ‘20/20’ who had been in 
town to do a feature on the Wildcat 
program. Barely able to hold back a 
smile, Hughes asked, “Does this 
mean we’ll get a little more TV 
time?”

The reason Hughes asked is 
because his team had accomplished 
what very few, if any, had given 
them a chance to do. They came 
into Valdosta and defeated the Wild­
cats, 7-0.

The win gave the Packers a 2-0 
Region 1-AAAA South record and 
made them 4-3 overall while the loss 
was the first for the Wildcats on the 
season.

VHS head coach Nick Hyder said 
the loss was not a major surprise. 
He knew that the Packers would be 
a stiff challenge and they did what 
they had to do to win the game.

“They stopped us on the goalline 
a couple of times and their defense 
made some good adjustments when 
it got to that part of the field. We 
made some mistakes but that is all 
part of it. The best team on the field 
is supposed to win and they did 
tonight,” Hyder said.

The game featured two outstand­
ing defensive performances by both 
teams with only one big play sepe- 
rating the two on the scoreboard.

The winning points came on an 
option play at the Wildcat 26-yard 
line with 4:20 remaining in the 
game. On second-and-8, Packer 
quarterback Bucky Goff, brother of 
University of Georgia head coach 
Ray Goff, faked an inside handoff to 
fullback Nathan Williams and ran to 
his right. As he was hit, he pitched 
the ball to senior tailback Spindola 
Merritt, who raced down the side­
line for a touchdown.

“I saw an opening,” Goff said, 
“and I started to run it. But I felt 
the pressure from their linebackers 
so I pitched it. I got hit but I looked 
up into the stands after I was on the 
ground. I saw our fans go crazy and 
I knew it was something good.

“I felt we could win the game all. 
week and our coaches did a good 
job getting us ready. Playing in front 
of national TV didn’t have that much 
to do with it but it did give us an 
extra boost,” Goff added.

The play, called a “ 34 base option 
right” in the Colquitt County play­
book, turned out to be the differ­
ence. The Packers have run it 
several times this season and VHS 
defensive coordinator Jack Rudolph 
said he expected to see it sometime 
during the game.

“ We’d seen the option on film but 
I think that was the only time they 
ran it all night. They just got past 
our man and our defense thought 
that the quarterback was going to 
run it. That one bad play turned out 
to be the turning point in the 
game,” Rudolph said.

“We knew it would be tough but 
it s on nights like this that you know 
you love your kids whether they win

or lose. Our backs are up against 
the wall now and we’ve got to fight 
back.”

The game also featured the two 
top rushers in the region with Colq­
uitt’s Williams and Valdosta’s Carlos 
Parker. But neither had a big night 
as both ran into great defenses. Wil­
liams finished with 77 yards on 21 
carries while Parker tallied 72 yards 
on 22 attempts.

Valdosta had their chances to 
score in both halves but mistakes 
and the Packer defense kept them 
from reaching the end zone.

... We made some mistakes 
but that is all part of it. The 
best team on the field is sup­
posed to win and they did 
tonight.

— VHS Coach Nick Hyder

A Joe Wright punt return after 
CCHS’s first possession of the game 
gave the ’Cats the ball at the Packer 
34-yard line. But two plays later, 
Colquitt County’s interception leader 
Anthony Bridges came up with the 
big play and pulled down an Alton 
Hitson pass at the 3 to stop the 
drive.

The Packer offense struggled 
throughout the first half and never 
got it past their own 34.

And as they have all year, the Val­
dosta defense set up the offense. In 
the second quarter, linebacker 
Bruce Daniels blocked a Goff punt 
and Valdosta took over at the CCHS 
18.

Valdosta kept it on the ground 
and earned a first-and-goal at the 
Packer 5-yard line. But the Packer 
defense stood tall as the Wildcats 
went for it on .fourth down at the 1.

Parker, who has ran for 13 touch­
downs this season, tried to dive over 
the top for his 14th. But the defense 
grabbed his legs and kept him from 
the end zone.

Things looked bright for the Wild­
cats early in the second half as they 
took the opening kickoff and drove 
downfield. They ran the ball 13 
times before reaching the Packer 5. 
To beef up .the blocking, the Wild­
cats sent ^50-pound linebacker 
Anthony Williams and 190-pound 
noseguard Andre Hampton into the 
backfield. On the next play, Parker 
dove to the 1 and Valdosta was
knocking on the door.

But on second down, an illegal 
procedure penalty closed that door 
and moved them back to the 6-yard 
line.

On third down, Hitson was sacked 
by strong safety Quessie Bethune 
and the ’Cats had to attempt a field 
goal. But Dow Drury’s try was wide 
right and the scoreless tie remained.

On the game-winning drive, the 
Packers took over at their own 49- 
yard line. Exhausted in nearly all of 
his offensive schemes throughout 
the game, Hughes elected to leave 
the work to Williams.

His fullback responded by catch­
ing an 8-yard pass and running the 
ball on the next five consecutive 
plays for 17 yards.

But on the seventh play of the 
drive, Hughes gambled on the

element of surprise. It was an inside 
fake to Williams that held the 
defense and launched the touch­
down run by Merritt.

“Nathan Williams is a fine back 
and we knew that he was their main 
man coming in,” Hyder said. “But 
that was their option play and it was 
well-executed. We didn’t take this 
game lightly because this Colquitt 
team has played this Wildcat team 
tough from the eighth grade on.

> “I wished we would’ve scored 
when we got down close but I 
wouldn’t have done anything differ­
ent,” Hyder added. “They just did a 
good job and we have to bounce 
back. It was a well-earned victory 
for Colquitt County High and it goes 
to show the quality of teams in this 
region.”

After the touchdown, the Wildcats 
had one more chance to drive the 
field. Hitson started their final drive 
with an 18-yard pass to Mickey 
McSwain and Parker added seven 
more on the next play. With the 
clock still ticking, Hitson hit Steve 
Jarmillo for a 9-yard gain and

another first down to stop the clock.
After stalling, the Wildcats kept 

moving with a fourth-down-and-five 
pass from Hitson to Carlos Folsom 
for nine yards. But the next play 
sealed the upset.

From the CCHS 25-yard line, Hit- 
son looked for McSwain again but 
the pass was tipped into the air by 
linebacker Mat Madison and inter­
cepted by linebacker Ty Greene 
The Packers fell on the ball to end 
the game.

The game marked just another 
triumphant visit to Cleveland Field 
°y H^68- The last loss for the 
Wildcats at Cleveland Field came 
against Hughes’ Packers in 1985 and 
the last time the Wildcats were shut 
out at Cleveland Field was in 1974 
by William Andrews and the Thom­
asville Bulldogs. That team was 
coached by Jim Hughes.

“I thought both teams played well 
^n J haPPen to like defensive foot­
ball,” Hughes said. “But I did not 
anticipate a shutout. We’re delighted 
to win this game because Valdosta 
is an excellent team. They’ll be all

We v? J™ ^e option some this 
y^ ^d I felt ^ we c°uld get it ° ’ Su^6.8 sa*d of the winning 
play. Merntt barely got it in the 
end zone but it was just enough.”

And after his team had won the 
' game, Hughes looked to Forbes 
again.

rJn®Ui?SSiWe changed the storyline 
a little bit, huh?”

Packers 
6 
35-105 
2-5 
11 
0 
6-34.0 
2-10 
0-0

Colquitt 
Valdosta

Colquitt-Valdosta
First downs 
Rushes-yards 
Comp.-att.

Yards 
Intercepted 

Punting 
Penalties 

Fumblcs-lost

0 
0

0 
0

Wildcats
13 

49-108 
5-12

45
2 

4-29.3 
3-35
2-0

0 7-7
0 0-0

Scoring Summary 
4-20S4thdOla Merritt 26 H" (Parks n^es ^

Individual Statistics
Colquitt-Nathan Williams 21-77, Mer- 

/ 3r 5UdS G.off 9‘(*5)’ Adrian Herring 1-0. Val- 
U*C?A^arker 22-72, Joe Wright 12-29, Alton

Hitson 14-5, Chns Chachere 1-2
5 t^”^ Colquitt-Goff 2-5-0 11. Valdosta-Hitson 
5-9-2 45, Dene Cotton 0-4-0 0.
V ^e?^-' ColtIu>R-Tim Lewis 1-3, Williams 1-8 
Valdosta-Mickey McSwain 1-18, Carlos Moore 1-11,’ 
Steve Jarmillo 1-10, Carlos Folsom 1-9, Chachere 1-



1-AAAA South Has 
Two In The Top 10
The Associated Press

The four top teams remained the 
same and only four new faces 
appeared in the Georgia high school 
football rankings this week as teams 
moved closer to key regional battles.

Thomasville and Lincoln County 
remained unanimous choices in 
classes AAA and A, while Warner 
Robins and Lovett held onto their 
No. 1 rankings in classes AAAA and 
AA in voting by The Associated 
Press board of sports writers and 
broadcasters.

CLASS AAAA
Warner Robins again collected all 

but one first-place vote, with Val­
dosta receiving the other.

Morrow’s 40-0 win over Region 4- 
AAAA rival Henry County pushed it 
from sixth to fifth. Morrow now has 
victories over two of the four top 

'challengers in its region. It beat 
lOth-rated Griffin and has yet to face 
ninth-rated Newnan and LaGrange. 

I The only other region with more 
than one team in the Class AAAA 
top 10 is Region 1-AAAA South. Sec­
ond-rated Valdosta and No. 8 Coffee 

■ will play in November.
CLASS AAA

Prep Poll

Wildcat defensive captain and starting 
linebacker Anthony Williams looks to Ins 
sideline for directions as the Wildcat defense 

_ Sc^T. L/C>v. oc (, I 7 6 ^

Two of the top three teams in 
: Class AAA hope to keep undefeated 
records intact for a Nov. 10 show­

” down. Thomasville, No. 1, and Worth 
tried to stop the Colquitt County Packers County, second, are both in Region 
Fridav nieht. The Packers upset the Wild- 1-AAA West.Friday, g kv Mike Tanner Thomasville survived a serious
cats, 7-0 — Times Photo by Mike 1 an . challenge iast weekend as Albany 

1 went ahead 14-0 and led 17-14 early 
in the fourth quarter. But Thom­
asville charged back behind backup 
quarterback Eric Simon to win 28­
17. Starting quarterback Charles 
Bostick was out with a sprained 
ankle.

CLASS AA
Voters showed their respect for 

No. 1 Lovett by moving Cartersville 
down only one notch, to a tie for 
10th, after its 26-0 loss to the front­
runner.

Washington-Wilkes fell from sec­
ond to seventh after a 28-0 loss to 
Clarke Central, allowing five teams 
to move up one spot each.

The Class AA list includes three 
sets of regional rivals: No. 4 Man­
chester, No. 6 Mary Persons and 
No. 8 Robert E. Lee from Region 4- 
AA; No. 4 Early County and No. 5 
Mitchell-Baker in Region 1-AA; and 
No. 2 Rockmart and No. 10 Car­
tersville in Region 7-AA South.

CLASS A
Brookstone was the only team in 

Class A to climb, moving from 10th 
to eighth. It jumped over Trion and 
Bowdon, Region 6-A rivals who will 
square off this week.

Other regional rivals among the 
Class A leaders include No. 1 Lin­
coln County and No. 4 Warren 
County in 4-A; and Metter, in third 
place, Claxton, fifth, and Reidsville, 
tied for tenth, in 3-A West.

Here is the latest poll of The 
Associated Press board of 
sports writers and broadcasters 
ranking Georgia’s high school 
football teams. Team names 
are followed by won-lost 
record, number of first-place 
votes and total points.

CLASS AAAA
1. Warner Robins (4-0), 11, 

119.
2. Valdosta (3-0), 1, 107.
3. Southwest DeKalb (3-0), 

92.
4. McEachern (4-0), 77.
5. Morrow (4-0), 65.
6. Brookwood (3-0), 62.
7. Cedar Shoals (4-0), 52.
8. Coffee (3-0), 39.
9. Newnan (3-1), 29
10. Griffin (2-2), 9.
Also receiving votes, in 

alphabetical order: Central 
Macon, Wheeler.

CLASS AAA
1. Thomasville (4-0), 12, 120.
2. (tie) Marist (3-0), 95.
Worth Co. (4-0), 95.
4. Dalton (3-0), 94.
5. Winder-Barrow (3-0), 68.
6. Carrollton (3-0), 64.
7. Crisp Co. (2-1), 36.
8. Thomson (3-1), 31.
9. Tucker (4-0), 24.
10. (tie) Northside-Atlanta (4­

0), 11.
Statesboro (3-1), 11.
Also receiving votes, in

/

alphabetical order: Hart 
County, Northwest Whitfield, 
Stephens County, Wayne 
County.

CLASS AA
1. Lovett (3-0), 10, 118.
2. Rockmart (3-0), 93.
3. Manchester (3-0) 2, 90.
4. Early Co. (3-0), 79.
5. Mitchell-Baker (3-0), 72.
6. Mary Persons (2-1), 42.
7. Wash.-Wilkes (2-2), 40.
8. R.E. Lee (2-1), 35.
9. Cook (3-0), 24.
10. (tie) Cartersville (3-1), 15.
Jeff Davis (4-0), 15.
Also receiving votes, in 

alphabetical order: East Hall, 
East Rome, Fitzgerald, Perry, 
Vidalia, Waycross, West Rome.

CLASS A
1. Lincoln Co. (4-0), 12, 120.
2. Dacula (4-0), 106.
3. Metter (4-0), 92.
4. Warren Co. (3-0), 72.

, 5. Claxton (3-0), 67. •
6. Wilcox Co. (2-0-1), 62.
7. Clinch Co. (3-1), 56.
8. Brookstone (3-0), 31.
9. Trion (3-0), 22.
10. (tie) Bowdon (2-2), 12.
Reidsville (3-0), 12.
Also receiving votes, in 

alphabetical order: Buford, 
Monticello, Portal.
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Debater Wins Top Speaker
_______________________.____________________ The Valdosta Daily Times

Award At Mercer Meet
By ASHLEY CONNELL

Junior Ashley Connell won the 
first place speaker award at the 
Mercer University Debate Tourna­
ment Oct. 14.

She teamed with junior Jimmy 
Green to go undefeated and win the 
first place affirmative team award in 
the five-round tournament. Green 
also won the third place speaker 
award out of more than 60 speakers. 
They won decisions over two teams 
from Appling County, and one each 
from Henry County, Lakeside 
Augusta, and Peach County high 
schools. ।

Also participating in the two-day 
tournamept were sophomores Laura 
Barbas and Matt Baker. On the neg­
ative side of the resolution, they won 
decisions over two teams from 
Warner Robins. They teamed with 
Miss Connell and Green to compile 
a 7-3 wop-loss record and received 
the third place four-person team 
award.

“The affirmative team was well- 
prepared with the case removing 
juveniles from adult holding facili­
ties,” said Director of Debate Frank 
Hjort. “They effectively dealt with 
the negative responses on these 
issues.”

The national high school debate 
topic for 1989-90 is “ Resolved: That 
the federal government should 
adopt a nationwide policy to 
decrease Overcrowding in U.S. pris­
ons and jails.”

VHS debaters plan to participate 
this month in tournaments in Lees­
burg and j Carrollton. Valdosta will 
host an invitational tournament in 
January.

FBLA Officers
By JENNI CANTRELL

The Valdosta High School Future 
Business Leaders of America held 
its annual officer installation ban­
quet Oct. 24.

A covered-dish dinner was served 
as more than 50 members and 
guests gathered to witness the 
installation of their new 1989-90 offi­
cers. New | officers participating in 
the event were Suzette Davidson, 
president; Gayla Miller, Latecha 
Bradley, Tangie Morrison, LaSharon 
Walker, and Heather Strayhorn, vice 
presidents; Carla Davis, secretary; 
Latechia Brown, treasurer; and 
Leigh Helms, parliamentarian.

Region 2 Vice President Tonya 
Brooks from Hazelhurst officially 
installed the officers with a candle­
light ceremony. Miss Brooks also 
shared het ideas about what a 
leader should be. She was joined by 
her adviser; Martha McBride. Advis­
ers from Valdosta High attending 
were Maxine Martin, Karen Folson, 
and Barbara Edmondson.

Suzette Davidson presided over 
the program. Latesha Bradley led 
the group in the FBLA creed. Heat­
her Strayhorn gave the invocation. 
Leigh Helms introduced the speaker 
for the evening.

VHS News
Compiled, Written by VHS Students

PAMS Club
By TARNISHA PRIMROSE

The PAMS Club officers for the 
1989-90 school year are President 
Nikki Norris; Vice President 
Kenyarda Moore; Secretary Melanie 
Wiggs; Assistant Secretary Kimberly 
Rayford; Treasurer Rhonda Payton; 
Parliamentarian Monica Barnes; 
Chaplain Marsha Tucker; Project 
Chairmen Golda Christie, Tonya 
Reese, and Cynthia Anderson; 
Reporter Tamisha Moore.

The club inducted 28 new mem­
bers. Myel Robinson, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Robinson, was 
selected Miss PAMS. She 
represented the club in the home­
coming parade along with Jason 
Griffin, her escort.

i niuo is a service club which was 
orgnized more than 25 years ago at 
Pinevale High School. The letters 
PAMS stand for Personality, 
Appearance, Manners, and Schol­
arship.

Science Club
By WYNNE JOHNSON

Valdosta High School Science 
Club sponsors traveled to Macon 
Oct. 14 where they participated in 
the Fall Leadership Conference.

They attended several workshops 
including Science Olympiad and Sci­
ence Bowl.

The club has joined the Georgia 
Junior Academy of Science. This 
state organization’s goals are to pro­
mote the appreciation of science 
and to encourage students to partic­
ipate in science-related activities 
and careers.

Last Thursday the Science Club 
held elections for new officers in the 
Little Theater. The following stu­
dents were inducted: Wynne John­
son, reporter; Laura Barbas, 
historian; and Nicky Legg, parlimen- 
tarian. Previously elected officers 
are James Inman, president; 
Spencer Iverson, vice president; 
Jason Finland, secretary; Dan Alt­
man, treasurer; Nikki DeMott, pro­
jects chairman; and Wynne Johnson, 
district student representative.

The next event for the Science 
Club will be a competition at 
Georgia Southwestern College in 
Americus. James Inman, Nicky 
Legg* Bert Eidson, John Peeples,

Jeff Ballentine and Greg Gaumond 
will compose the Valdosta team.

Interact News
By ROBIN GOLIVESKY

Club m^n0!13 High Sch°ol Interact 
club met Oct. 19.

J^d°Sta ^otaiT c,ub sent 
three of their members to talk about 
^j^p Dr Ren Christie sPOke of 

^fferent purposes of Interact 
n ? ™ they were related to
Rotary. Tom Shelton further elab­
orated on Dr. Christie’s words and 
R^ °i ^e nationwide chain of 
Rotary clubs. Finally, Dr. S W Mar­

tin discussed the origins of the Val- 
io,S? Rotarv Club dating back to

Other Interact news includes the 
participation in the Walk America in 
association with the March of Dimes 
Oct. 14. Members helped to blow up 
balloons for the beginning of the
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Winnersville
Classic Snapshots

Valdosta took 
advantage of 
seven Viking interceptions to 
defeat Lowndes, 22-0. John 
Porter and Chris Major each had 
55-yard interception TD returns. 
VHS went on to go 15-0 and 
won the state title.
6 Days Until The 
Winnersville Classic

Coffee High quarterback Reggie Ingram 
(12) throws under extreme pressure from 

’Cats^L^^jw
Valdosta’s George Copeland — Times Photo 
by Mike Tanner.

From Page IB 
gain and took over on downs.

The VHS matched their oppo­
nents’ feat and held Coffee deep in 
their own territory. The Trojans’ 
punt was fielded by Carlos Moore 
and he scooted down the right side­
line to the Coffee 12. This time, Par­
ker did it all himself with a 
touchdown run on the first play.

Dow Drury added the extra point 
and gave the Wildcats their first 
lead of the game.

The Wildcat defense continued to 
play tough and did not allow a Cof­
fee first down in the third quarter. 
On the Trojans’ first drive of the 
final quarter, VHS came up with 
their usual big play. Safety Chris 
Hart stepped in front of an Ingram 
pass at the CHS 36 and returned it 
to the 8-yard line.

Four plays later with 8:51 left in 
the game, Drury delivered with a 25- 
yard field goal to make the score 10­
3.

Coffee’s last two drives of the 
game ended with interceptions by 
Adrian Lewis and Hart.

Daniels, a senior linebacker for 
the Wildcats, led his team with nine 
tackles. He said the win was the 
result of a total team effort.

“We all pulled together tonight 
and did it. All week, they’ve been 
sending us stuff and we knew we 
were the underdog coming in. Cof­
fee played well but our offense and 
defense and coaching staff got it 
done,” Daniels said. “We knew we 
had to stop them from running the 
ball and we did.”

Coffee totalled only 44 yards on 
the ground and had seven comple­
tions out of 23 attempts with three 
interceptions.

Valdosta will finish their regular 
season next Friday night when they 
visit Martin Stadium for their annual 
‘Winnersville Classic’ battle against 
the Lowndes High Vikings. A win 
next Friday night will put the ’Cats

in the playoffs for the 15th 
utive year.

Wildcats
8 
39-150 
2-4
23 
0
5-35.6
7-55
2-1

Valdosta 
Coffee

Valdosta-Coffee
First downs 

; Rushes-yards 
Comp.-att.

Yards 
Intercepted 

Punting 
Penalties 

Fumbles-lost

Q 0
300 o—o

Scoring Summary
C—Andy Spivey 26 FG^®7, 1st
V—Carlos Parker 12 nurtDow Drurv kick) 3:19, 3rd
V-Drurv 25 FG 8:51, 4t>

Individual Statistics
Rushing: Valdosta-Parker 16-75, Alton Hitson 

16-76, Joe Wright 6-(-)l, Anthony Williams 1-0. Cof­
fee-Jonathan Glover 15-35, Reggie Glover 2-6, Reg­
gie Ingram 5-3, Tyrone Eady 2-1.

Passing: Valdosta-Hitson 2-4-0, 23 yards. Cof­
fee-Ingram 7-20-1, 86 yards; Eady 0-1-0; Paul Elliott 
0-2-2.

Trojans 
8 

27-44 
7-23 

86 
3 

5-36.4 
2-10 

1-0

7 3—10

consec-

Receiving: Valdosta-Carlos Moore 1-12, Mickey 
McSwain 1-11. Coffee-Spivey 4-28, Eady 1-41, 
Dexter Collins 1-12, J.Glover 1-5.



By CHARLIE GAY '
Times Staff Writer ^Y', ^, I ^^

Band

Valdosta High drum major Simone Allen earning the Sweepstakes Award during Satur- 
congratulates Dawn Linder, drum major for day’s 13th Annual Southern Open Band Com- 
the Pelham High School marching band for petition — Times Photo by Mike Tanner.

Bands Shine In Southern Open
A long Saturday filled with the 

glitter, pageantry and spirit of 
Georgia and Florida high school 
bands yielded sweet fruit for Bain­
bridge High, as it took home the 
Traveling Trophy and Plaque Award

as Grand Champion of the 13th 
annual Southern Open at Cleveland 
Field.

“It was a great day,” said Mary 
Allen, president elect of the Valdosta 
Band Boosters. “The weather was 
wonderful and the band perfor­
mances were superb.”

Accolades were numerous as the

competition’s 13 bands marched into 
the crisp night and back onto the 
field for the awards ceremony which 
concluded the day at 10:30 p.m.

Terry Parker High of Jacksonville, 
Fla., had to settle for first runner-up 
in the competition, with Baldwin 
High of Milledgeville coming in

See BAND, Page 3

From Page 1-A 

third.
Bainbridge also took first in the 

Gold Division finals, followed by* 
Terry Parker, Baldwin and Wolfson 
High of Jacksonville, Fla.

The Silver Division finals were 
captured by Bremen High, followed 
by Madison County (Fla.) High, Mar­
ietta High and Hawkinsville High, in 
that order.

The competition, which began at 
5:30 p.m., followed an all-day band 
festival. This year’s event was the 
first to combine the festival and 
competition into one Southern Open.

Fourteen high school bands par-

ticipated in the festival, including 
Pelham High, Atkinson County High, 
Cook County High, Hawkinsville 
High, Bishop Kenny High (of Jack­

’ sonville, Fla.), Bremen High, Mad­
ison County (Fla.) High, Marietta 
High, Villa Rica High, Terry Parker 
High, Countryside High (from Clear­
water, Fla.), Baldwin High, Central 
Gwinnett High and Bainbridge High.

Bands participating at the compe­
tition were identical to those at the 
festival, except for the additional 
entrant of Wolfson High. Pelham 
High and Atkinson County High par­
ticipated only in the festival.

The all-day festival was a non­
competitive event, that is, the bands 
were judged against a score sheet, 
rather than each other, Ms. Allen 
said.

Sponsored by the Valdosta High 
Marching Cats band, the festival 
concluded in mid-afternoon with the 
launching of the First State air bal­
loon from the 50-yard line of Cleve­
land Field into the almost cloudless 
blue sky.

Winnersville
Classic Snapshots

En route to their 
fourth national 
championship,
the Valdosta High Wildcats 
rolled up 223 yards in total 
offense to beat the Lowndes
Vikings, 28-6. Tony Anderson led
VHS with 135 yards and 2 TDs. ’

4 Days Until The 
Winnersville Classic

ffin'&y'VW- 6z/?<?7

The below listed procedures will be followed 
for the purchase of tickets for the Valdosta - 
Lowndes game to be played on Friday, Novem­
ber 10, 1989 at Martin Stadium, 8:00 p.m.

FOOTBALL PLAYERS ■ BAND MEMBERS 
Football players and band members whose 
parents are season ticket holders can purchase 
tickets at Valdosta High School, Monday, 
November 6, 1989.

TOUCHDOWN CLUB MEMBERS: Touchdown 
Club Members who are season ticket holders 
can purchase tickets at Valdosta High School, 
Monday, November 6, 1989 at 7:00 p.m. 
(prior to regular Touchdown Club meeting).

SEASON TICKET HOLDERS: Tickets will go 
on sale at the Ticket Outlet, 1204 Williams 
Street (next to stadium) from 8:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 7, 1989.

OTHER WILDCAT FANS: All remaining tick­
ets will go on sale at the Ticket Outlet at 8:00 
a.m., Wednesday, November 8, 1989.
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VHS 9th
Graders

Sports
End 7-0
Wildcats Beat
Packers^ 20-18

Staff Report ^r> pd^/^/
MOULTRIE - The Valdosta High 

School 9th grade football Wildcats 
ended the season perfect, despite 
what might have happened at the 
end of the game Thursday against 
host Colquitt County at Mack 
Tharpe Stadium.

Leading 20-6 with 9:23 left in the 
final quarter, the Wildcats had to 
hold off the Packers, who scored 
twice and recovered an onside kick 
with 1:23 left on the ‘Cat 39.

The Wildcats end the season 7-0 
while the Packers finish at 4-1-1.

Clark Drury started the scoring 
for the visitors with two 27-yard field 
goals in the first half. He also made 
both PAT attempts in the game.

Colquitt County tied things up in 
the third period after Jeremy Mer­
ritt hit Sharone Roberts with a 20- 
yard scoring toss. Brock Sanford 
then blocked the PAT kick.

With 1:19 left in the third, Tommy 
Speed broke loose for a 24-yard 
touchdown romp off a trap play. 
With Drury’s kick, VHS was up 13-6.

After a Packer fumble, VHS drove 
four plays with Steven Everson 
hooking up with John Bell for a 
quick 17-yard touchdown pass play 
with 9:23 left in the game. Drury 
was again good as VHS led 20-6.

On the next possession, Colquitt 
County drove 11 plays ending with 
Jimmy Merritt’s 15-yard run for six 
points with 4:43 left. The 2-point 
pass attempt was tipped at the line 
of scrimmage.

After holding VHS on its next pos­
session, Colquitt County drove 80 
yards in nine plays ending with a 3- 
yard run by Reggie Scott with 1:23 
left. The 2-point try failed as two 
Packer receivers dropped the ball.

WinnersvillP
CtessicSnapshots

^9 W

Valdosta
Wildcats defeated 
the Lowndes High 
Vikings, 20-3, under 
first-year head coach 
Nick Hyder.

14 Days Until The 
Winnersville Classic

Tonight’s Lineups
Valdosta High Wildcats 

vs.
Tift County Blue Devils 

at Cleveland Field

WILDCAT OFFENSE 
# Pos. Player 
15 QB Alton Hitson
22 RB Carlos Parker
11 RB Joe Wright
19 FL Tracy Smothers
88 SE Carlos Moore
58 C *
52 G
51 G
77 T
50 T
81

E
E

T 
LB 
LB 
LB 
CB 
CB 
FS 
SS

Jarrett Johnson 
Matthew Butler 
Jason Peters 
Shaun Eilders
Brooks Akins 

TE Mickey McSwain

Yr.
Jr.
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr.

blue devil defense^
Gary Lupo 
Stacy Tisby 
Hudson Brack
Robert Watts ’ 
Ken King 
Mark Johnson 
Stephen Hobby 
Eric Walker 
Larry Green 
Dewayne Washington 
Tyrone Lester

46 T
94 T
91 E
47 E
91 G
44 LB
49 LB

WILDCAT DEFENSE
Robert Fillmore
George Copeland 
Dexter Daniels 
Fred Henton

Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr.

So. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr.
Sr. 
Sr.

Andre Hampton 
Anthony Williams 
Bruce Daniels 

28 CB Trampis Wrice 
26 CB Adrian Lewis 
32 SS Chris Hart 
23 FS Marshun Lane 
2 K Dow Drury 
35 P Eric Phillips 
Head Coach: Nick Hyder

BLUE DEVIL OFFENSE 
Mickey Weldon 
Jason Jones 

S Lyric K,n9 
Michael Ewings 

Clay Shiver

Sr. 
Sr.

So. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr.

So. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr.

So.
Jr.

QB 
RB

WR
C 
G 
G 
T

FL 
TE

Rocky Laster 
Keith Newell 
Rad Calhoun 
Clint Manning 
Gannon Hall
Jonathan Jones

Head coach: Gene Brodie

Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr.

So. 
Jr. 
Sr.

Wt. 
170 
182 
145 
168 
140 
211 
180 
214 
264 
223 
190

190 
208 
250 
215 
220 
170 
184 
170 
171 
181
175

185 
215 
190
185 
187 
250 
204 
150 
160 
174 
170
150 
180

160 
170 
157
175
245
200
202
290
220 
165
195
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THE Game Begin

^Cats, Vikings 
Sharpen Pens
By STAN GRUBB 
Times Sports Writer

It is more than a game, it’s a way 
of life.

The Valdosta Wildcats and the

TOMBERLIN

Lowndes High 
Vikings are pre­
paring to write 
another chapter in 
the football 
history books for 
Valdosta and Low­
ndes County, as 
the two teams 
meet for the 27th 
time at Martin 
Stadium Friday 
night.

The Wildcats
come into the game winners of eight 
of their nine games played in 1989 
and another victory would clinch a 
Region 1-AAAA playoff spot.

Rick Tomberlin and his young 
Vikings have managed to win just 
two games this season, but they are 
aware that a win over one of the 
state’s best football teams would 
ease a lot of pain from what has 
been a tough season.

That fact doesn’t escape VHS 
head coach Nick Hyder.

“I’m been impressed with the 
coaching staff at Lowndes High and 
coach Rick Tomberlin. They have 
done a super job with the young 
team that they have,” said Hyder.

“But they are a team that con­
cerns me a great deal. They have 
some pretty good offensive weapons 
led by one of the best athletes in 
this region in Jeffrey Thomas. 
Thomas is a player that can control 
a game if you let him.” *

Thomas comes into the game with 
310 yards rushing and 399 yards 
passing.

Tony Copeland is the leading 
Lowndes receiver with 10 catches 
for 165 yards. Former Wildcat and 
now Viking split end Victor Jackson 
is next on the Viking receiving list 
with 89 yards on seven receptions.

The Vikings are a team that is try­
ing to snap a six-game losing streak 
and in the process build for the 
future.

“Thomas, along with their backs 
P.J. Burns, Clay Washington, are 
players that can make things hap­
pen,” said Hyder. “They also have 
some very fine defensive players in 
Anthony Hargett, Damion Shiver,

Big Tilt On Horizon
I he Valdosta Wildcats begin to put the 

Gnal touches on their practices for the 27th 
annual Winnersville Classic against cross­

town rival Lowndes High School. Valdosta 
leads the series 21-5 — Times Photo by Mike

UlinnersvIllB 9?

98
Randall Godfrey just to name a few. 
I hate naming names, but these are 
kids that could play for anybody. 
Lowndes has played some pretty 
good teams this year and most of all 
their games were played close.”

The Wildcats have many weapons 
of their own led by Region 1-AAAA 
South rushing leader Carlos Parker.

Parker needs just 69 yards to 
break the 1,000-yard mark for the 
season, which would make him the 
third VHS back to reach that mark

in two seasons.

Tanner.
Last year, former

VHS standouts,James Roberts and 
Isaac Ceaser, each collected 1,000 
yards.

Valdosta is expected to be led by 
junior signal-caller Alton Hitson. Hit- 
son gives the Wildcats both a pass­
ing as well as a running threat at 
that spot.

When Hitson decides to put it up, 
he will be looking to his talented 
receivers led by junior Carlos 
Moore. Along with Moore the ’Cats’ 
receiving corps will include tight 
end Mickey McSwain and split end 
Carlos Folsom.

According to LHS head coach 
Rick Tomberlin, their defense may 

be in a class by themselves.
“They have just a super defensive 

squad and they are a very talented 
athletes,” sajd Tomberlin. “We will 
have our work cut out for us on

offense just trying to get a few 
yards. They are probably the best 
team around and we’re going to 
have to play a perfect ballgame.”

The Valdosta defense ranks first 
in Region 1-AAAA South in total 
defense.

Jack Rudolph’s VHS defensive 
squad has allowed just 49 points in
nine games played 
yards rushing.

The VHS defense 
likes of linebackers

and just 288

includes the 
Anthony Wil­

liams and Bruce Daniels, linemen 
George Copeland, Andre Hampton, 
Robert Fillmore, Dexter Daniels and 
end Frederick Henton.

The Lowndes High defense, while 
it does not have the tremendous 
size of the ’Cats, have held their 
own against some tough 1 AAAA 
teams.

Mere is the latest poll of The Associated 
Press board of sports writers and broad­
casters ranking Georgia’s high school 
football teams. Team names are followed 
by won-lost record, number of first-place 
votes and total points.

CLASS AAAA
1. Warner Robins (9-0), 12, 120.
2. Southwest DeKalb (9-0), 106.
3. McEachern (9-0), 87.
4. Valdosta (8-1), 74.
5. Morrow (8-1), 53.
6. Griffin (7-2), 52.
7. Coffee (8-1), 46.
8. Cedar Shoals (8-1), 38.
9. Marietta (9-0), 25.
10. Central Macon (8-1), 23.
Also receiving votes, in alphabeti­

cal order: Brookwood, Clarke Cen­
tral. Colquitt Co.. Effingham Co., 
LaGrange,, Wheeler.



The Valdosta Daily Times______

VHS IiTNation&l Forensic League
By ASHLEY CONNELL________

Valdosta High School has been 
granted chapter membership in the 
National Forensic League.

The charter was approved by the 
' Georgia District Committee Sept. 30 
and Valdosta High School has now 
been added to the national roster, 

’■according to a letter from NFL 
national secretary, James M. Cope- 

• land. All credit points, memberships, 
and degrees now on record as an 
affiliate member will be transferred 
to the new chapter. The VHS chap­
ter is one of 25 chapters in the 
Georgia District of the National 
Forensic League.

Founded in 1925, the NFL is a 
speech honorary society which is 
represented in 2,200 schools nation- 

:wide. More than 717,852 students 
and teachers have gained mem­
bership, including former Vice Pres- 

’ident Hubert Humphrey, 
newswoman Jane Pauley, actor 
James Dean, television star Art 

■Linkletter, Sen. David Boren, singer 
Bette Midler and host Oprah Winf­
rey. It also sponsors district and 

• national competition in cross-exami­
nation debate, Lincoln-Douglas 

I debate, extemporaneous speaking, 
1 original oratory, dramatic and 
• humorous interpretation, and stu­
-dent congress. The charter will be 
valid for three school years. Enroll­
ment of 50 members or degrees 
within that time will qualify the 
chapter to renew the charter.

“VHS debaters have always 
worked hard to be competitive,” 
said Director of Debate Frank Hjort. 
“This NFL charter will provide stu­
dents the added recognition for their 
participation and success in speech 
and debate events.”

Charter members include seniors 
Christie Bauer, John Casker, and 
Michelle Jones; juniors Ashley Con­
nell, Tammy Crowe, David Farber, 
and Jimmy Green; sophomores Matt 
Baker, Laura Barbas, Kristin Ganas, 
Kevin Hiers, and Angela Jones; and 
freshman Stephanie Everett.

tary Jennie Strickland, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph K. Strickland; 
Treasurer Nikki DeMott, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry DeMott; 
Reporter Caroline Seago, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Gene Seago; Chap­
lain Traci Selph, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Billy Selph; Director of 
First Period Pam Bennett, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Bennett; 
Director of Second Period Malynda 
Pruette, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Pruette; Director of Third 
Period Allison McAllister, daughter 
of Harriet S. McAllister; Director of 
Fourth Period Burke Sherwood, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Carol Sherwood; 
and two sweethearts; Joy Purvis, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Pur­
vis, and Jay McDonald, son of Julian 
McDonald and Debra McDonald.

Science Club Plans
By JASON FINLAND___________

Valdosta High School’s Science 
Club opened the 1989-90 school year 
with the election of officers held 
Sept. 28.

With the leadership of sponsors 
Karen Burroughs and Perry Baskin, 
the Science Club is planning such

projects as Science Bowl, the Sci­
ence Olympiad, and a science fair. 
To lead the club in these activities, 
President James Inman, Vice Presi­
dent Spencer Iverson, Secretary 
Jason Finland, Treasurer Dan Alt­
man, and Projects Chairman Nikki 
DeMott were elected by the mem­
bers.

Y-Club Officers
By BEUNDA JAMES___________

The officers elected for the 1989­
90 school term for the Valdosta High 
School Y-Club are Ada Burch, world 
extension chairman; Dede Burgess, 
president; Chandra Cooper, vice 
president, daughter of John and 
Doris Cooper; Liz Foster, school and 
projects chairman; Belinda James, 
publicity chairman; Wendy McCon­
nell, treasurer; Chassity Loving, vice 
president of programs; Karen Cain, 
chaplain; and Dashanti Jefferson, 
secretary.

Those who attended the South­
west District Rally Oct. 3 at Low­
ndes High School were Dede 
Burgess, Chassity Loving, Belinda 
James, Shandra Cooper, Karen 
Cain, Ada Burch, Michael Seago, 
and Wendy McConnell.

Key Club
By JAMES INMAN

The Key Club, under the lead­
ership of Bob Bolton and Mike 
O’Brien, has elected its officers for 
the 1989-90 school year.

President Matthew Butler, Vice 
President Mickey McSwain, Secre­
tary Brooks Akins, Treasurer Shan­
non Myers, and Sargeant-at-Arms 
Jason Peters took office at the first 
meeting of the year. The club is 
planning many projects for this 
year, including the upcoming Walk 
America. The club recently inducted 
73 new Key members.

DECA Elects
By CAROLINE SEAGO_________

The Valdosta High School chapter 
of DECA (Distributive Education 
Clubs of America) held its annual 
officers election breakfast Sept. 21 at 
Shoney’s Resturant.

John Field, vocational supervisee 
at Valdosta High School, directed 
the meeting' and spoke to the stu­
dents on the importance of electing 
responsible officers to represent 
their club. Immediately following the 
breakfast, the elections began by 
means of secret ballot. The results 
were President Charlie Smith, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. Grady Lacy; Vice 
President Christine Burke, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Burke; Secre-

\Zdt~
■ By JAMES INMAN
{ VHS Senior

* When I first came to Valdosta 
* High School, I was new to the city of 
^Valdosta as well. Having moved 
rfrom Texas, I had heard only of Val- 
gta High School in terms of the 

omplishments of the renowned 
ibalT team. However, now, I am 
1 aware of the versatility of the 

J ^school and its quality programs.
; My best teacher has not been one 
individual, but a combination of 
insightful teaching practices, peer 
support, and solid leadership, 
throughout my high school career, I 
have had many outstanding teach­
ers. They are Lesa Hill, Susan Allen, 
’Richard Sturtevant, Jackie Altman, 
Lee Pulliam, Viola Hodge, Elsie 
Nicholas, Mary Ann Saliba, Mike 
Rogers, Martha Smart, Kathy Shee- 
ley, Jeanne Tarpley, Fred McLeod, 
fusan Montgomery, Perry Baskin, 

usan Lawrence, Jimmy Taw, 
Nancy Hjort, Karen Algier, Jana 
Whitehead, Janeen Josey, James 
burroughs, Mary Ann Gonis, Tina 
Strickland, Leslie Combs, Beth 
Northcutt, Patty Smitherman, Rose­
anne Capeless, and Nancy Jackson.

Terrific
Teachers

All of these individuals have greatly 
touched my life through their out­
standing skills and friendly encour­
agement.

But, socially, Valdosta High School 
has taught powerful lessons to me 
as well. Everyone is friendly, and 
everyone cares about their peers. 
After more than three years here, 1 
have been fortunate in establishing 
many truly special friendships. 
Through these relationships, I have 
learned the value of trust and 
respect for everyone’s views. I feel 
that I have greatly improved my 
leadership skills by following the 
examples of those who have led me. 
The principals, counselors, club 
sponsors, coaches, librarians, and 
secretaries have all contributed 
greatly to my development as a 
leader. At Valdosta High School, 
everyone is special. For, in reality, a 
new lesson is learned every time a 
person interacts with another.

/

Through this article, I hope that I 
have recognized some of the many 
important components of Valdosta 
High School, my greatest teacher.
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VHS’s Jolin Allen treats the fans with his talented play

and Michael Young. Stir). fV^U. l^t /z/7

Wildcats Open Up 
Against Wildcats

are basically sophomores mixed in
m^f$6ikd3dii±
By STAN GRUBB 
I’imes Sports Writer with some good freshmen, said

The Valdosta High basketball 
Wildcats and Lady Wildcats’ will 
open the 1989-90 season on the road 
in Statenville tomorrow night 
against Echols-County beginning at 
6 p.m. It will be a battle of the ’Cats 
in enemy surroundings for Valdosta.

The Lady ’Cats are coming off one 
of their more productive years in 
many years as a state playoff team 
in 1988, while the Wildcats are hop­
ing that experience will be the key 
for them as they return four seniors 
in their starting five.

Valdosta will be taking on an 
Echols County club that has one 
game under their belt. Both the 
Echols County girls and boys teams 
opened play last Friday night 
against Nicholls.

The Lady Wildcats of Echols 
County posted a 46-44 win, while the 
Wildcats dropped their first game 
under first-year head coach Carl 
Beldsoe, 78-71.

Valdosta Lady ’Cats’ head coach 
Susan Montgomery admits that her 
team may be a step behind on Tues­
day.

“Realistically, I don’t think we are 
really ready to play basketball,” said 
Montgomery. “But I think the kids 
are ready to play because they are 
tired of practicing. It’s a first for us 
starting so early. But maybe this 
will take care of two things, being on 
the road and it being our first game. 
Both of those areas are always 
question marks.”

Echols County head girls’ coach 
Brenda Allen hopes that her team 
can play with the talented Valdosta 
team.

“We are a pretty young team. We

Allen. “The key in this game will be 
Valdosta’s height advantage against 
us. We have to somehow get into an 
outside shooting game and take our 
chances.”

While Montgomery pointed out 
that a probable lineup will not be 
determined until today, Valdosta will 
be led by senior center Cassandra 
Twine (6-3). Along with Twine will 
more than likely be sophomore 
Esther Benjamin (6-3), junior Laura 
Dennis and junior Vashti Manning.

Allen’s probable starting lineup 
will include sophomores, center 
Michelle Smith and forward 
Rebecca Hiers, freshman forward 
Penny Carter, junior guard Teresa 
Richardson and senior guard Janie 
Corbett.

Although he has a lot of experi­
ence at his disposal, VHS Wildcat 
head coach John Miller is still con­
cerned about losing seven out of 11 
players from last year.

“It’s hard to say, sometimes prac­
tice doesn’t tell you much,” said 
Miller. “When you lose that many 
you have to worry. But we’ve got 
some players that have some game­
time experience. We just have to 
play as well as we are capable of. 
Don’t trv and force things.”

Echols County and Beldsoe, wno 
was unavailable for comment, are a 
very quick team. And Miller is not 
taking anything for granted.

Miller’s probable starting lineup 
includes junior forward Michael 
Moore, senior forwards Jason King 
and James Manning, along with a 
pair of senior guards, Spencer Iver­
son and Major Lynn.

V aklosta High Lady Wildcat coach Susan Montgomery 
hopes to lead her squad to a repeat appearance in the state 
playoffs beginning with Tuesday’s opener at Echols County 
— File Photo.



Pack Up For Playoff Trip

diiiiii. Wildcat player Marshun Lane (23) con­
soles Viking Jerry Register. VHS won the 
game, 17-0. Tinies Photo By Mike Tanner.

By STAN GRUBB 
Tinies Sports Writer

Valdosta High and Lowndes High players 
came together following the end of the 
Winnersville Classic Friday at Martin Sta-

Vikings Pack It In, ’Cats

The Valdosta High Wildcats and 
the Lowndes High Vikings took dif­
ferent paths entering the 27th 
annual Winnersville Classic at Mar­
tin Stadium last Friday, and they 
are taking different routes after the 
game.

The Wildcats grabbed an early 10­
0 halftime edge and went on to 
defeat a scappy Viking bunch, 17-0, 
marking their second consecutive 
shutout of the Vikings since 1970 
and 1971. VHS has shutout the 
Vikings three of the past four years.

The Wildcats recent domination of 
the series continued as the Vikings 
have only scored a total of seven 
points in* the past four Winnersville 
games and a total of 13 points dat­
ing back to 1986. The Wildcats have 
scored 113 points in the same time 
period. They also now lead the 
series, 22-5.

Early in the contest it was a 
defensive struggle at 3-0 midway 
through the second quarter.

But the Wildcats caught the 
Viking secondary napping when with 
1:28 remaining before intermission, 
VHS quarterback Alton Hitson con­
nected with a wide open Joe Wright 
on a 37-yard touchdown strike. The 
score moved the ’Cats out in front to

stay at 10-0.
A 34-yard touchdown run with 5:29 

left in the game by Region 1-AAAA 
South rushing leader Carlos Parker 
put it away for Valdosta.

"I think the passing game is just a 
situation in which we have grown as 
an offense and not so much that 
Lowndes didn’t do their job,” said 
VHS coach Nick Hyder. “The pass­
ing game takes almost twice as long 
to coach. But we are happy with our 
progress.”

“Wc really were happy with the 
way things were going early with 
our defense and our offense,” said 
Lowndes head football coach Rick 
Tomberlin. “We knew going in we 
couldn’t nin straight at them, but 
could possibly run the option. But 
we just had a couple of breakdowns 
which hurt us.”

“I think the Lowndes kids can 
really hold their heads high. They 
played a tough game and it was also 
a very well coached game on their 
part It was simply another tough 
Winnersville Classic,” said Hyder. 
“We’re really proud of the ’Cats, too. 
I think we made some fine adjust­
ments during the game and our 
coaches and players did a super 
job.”

The Valdosta defense was simply 
too much for the Vikings. In all, the 
Vikings could muster only 51 yards 
in total offense, while being led by

♦ * 

....^mvm.

senior linebacker Anthony Williams, 
who had 13 tackles.

“I think that our defensive coordi­
nator Jack Rudolph has no peers 
and we can’t forget the work of the 
assistants — Freddie Waters, 
Charles Tarpley and Keith Middle­
ton,” said Hyder.

But Lowndes' defense had its 
moments led by sophomore lineman 
Anthony Hargett and sophomore 
defensive end Damion Shiver.

Hargett had seven tackles, while 
Shiver led the team with nine. Tea­
mmates Brett Whiddon and Antwan 
Graham each had interceptions to 
stamp out a pair of VHS drives.

The Wildcats ended the regular 
season at 9-1 and 4-1 in Region 1- 
AAAA South, while the Vikings fin­
ished the year 2-8 and winless in the 
region, including a six-game losing 
streak. ” ? ’

But while it’s time for the Vikings 
to pack it in, the Wildcats must pack 
up as they will face the Region 1- 
AAAA North champion Shaw High 
Raiders in Columbus at Kinnett Sta­
dium 8 p.m. Friday night.

One sidenote to the playoff season 
this year not only includes Valdosta, 
but each of their five non-region 
opponents — Greene-Taliaferro, 
Northside-Warner Robins, Waycross, 
Camden County and Statesboro — 
have made the playoffs.











’Cats
Want
Revenge
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Tinus Sports Writer |^j fiJllU^'

When the Colquitt County Packers ^^7 
defeated the Valdosta Wildcats 
nearly five weeks ago at Cleveland 
Field, they ruined more than just 
the ’Cats perfect record. They put a 
bad taste in the collective mouths of 
the players and that sourness has 
only gotten worse in five weeks.

Friday night in Mack Tharpe Sta­
dium, the Packers will look to do 
what no one has done since Low­
ndes High School did it in 1985. 
They want to beat the Wildcats 
twice in one year. In fact, only two 
other teams besides the Vikings 
have been able to sweep the Wild­
cats twice in a season (Tift County 
in 1979 and Jesup High in 1954.)

And if it’s up to some of the Wild­
cat seniors, Colquitt County will not 
become a charter member of that 
elite club Friday night.

“ This time around, our team isn’t 
looking for any revenge or any­
thing,” said Wildcat captain Chris 
Hart. “ We just got to play hard. In 
order to win, we’ll have to make less 
mistakes than they do. This week 
has been real intense at practice 
and everything is shaping up fine.”

The first game was a defensive 
struggle that remained scoreless 
going into the fourth quarter. But 
then there was the play. Colquitt

County Packers in Moultrie Frida) night for

mwl

Valdosta High Wildcats’ Joe Wright looks 
for blocking at Tuesday’s VHS practice. The 
Valdosta Wildcats will lake on the Colquitt

County quarterback Bucky Goff took 
the snap, rolled right and, at the last 
possible second, flipped the ball to a 
trailing Spindola Merritt. Merritt did 
the rest as he jaunted to the end 
zone for the winning score.

And since that night, that one play 
has been on the Wildcats’ minds. 
They are hoping that just one less 
mistake this Friday night will mean 
a win and, by the way, another 
region championship. .

*This is for the region

championship and that’s the only 
reason we need to play as hard as 
we can,” said senior linebacker 
Bruce Daniels. “ There isn’t any pay­
back. This is just the next step. 
They’ve got a good defense and so 
do we. Their offense has started to 
roll and ours is getting better too. 
It’s going to be a real game.”

After the loss, the Wildcats 
received a letter from someone in 
Moultrie. Enclosed in the letter was 
a poem to the team reliving the 
night of the first victory. Not all of 
the Wildcats read the poem but

almost all of them heard about it. 
They now feel that it’s their job to 
take care of any future creative writ­
ers from the Moultrie area.

“ There were some things said 
after the game that I didn’t think 
were necessary. I didn’t see the 
poem but I heard about it. I guess 
they didn’t think they would see us 
again. But we’re both back,” Hart 
said. “When they beat us, it gave 
them a lot of confidence. But now 
it’s time to take the confidence back 
out of them. .

the Region l-AAAA foothall championship 
— Times Photo hy Mike Tanner.
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Local Teams 
Dreaming Of 
State Title

It’s the season that really counts 
- the playoffs.

Forget the non-region opponents, 
the time has come for the best 
teams in each region to step 
forward and play top-notch football.

After a season which started 
back in, July for most teams, it all 
comes down to a one-game season, 
with five possible to be played for 
some selected high schools. For 
others, it’s to the hardwood and a 
possible basketball playoff.

It’s true I have come down hard 
on the Wildcats in recent picks and 
comments towards the play of the 
team. But when you are a VHS 
graduate and former team 
member, it gets tough sometimes 
to just sit back and watch the team 
not play up to their capabilities.

I have a feeling that we haven’t 
seen the last of the ’Cats for 1989.

Most everyone was ready to 
count them out after the loss to 
Colquitt County during the regular 
season, especially with Coffee High 
around the corner. But Coffee 
proved that they were not up to the 
challenge against both Valdosta 
and Colquitt and therefore they are 
sitting at home after winning eight 
straight games.

That’s one thing about Region 1- 
AAAA, it’s a 1 O-game season. And 
Coffee finally found that out.

But J’m sure you’re saying to 
yourselves, “But Stan, you picked 
Coffee to win.” Lets just say I knew 
what I was doing.

After all, I missed the 
Winnersville Classic by just four 
points. I said VHS by 21 and it was 
17 • I

The Overall record is now 53-27 
after going 2-1 last week.

Valdosta at Shaw
The Shaw Raiders (7-3) will try 

to knock the Valdosta Wildcats 
from the playoffs.

The Wildcats will enter Kinnett 
Stadium, which is the home of the 
Raiders, as the state’s No. 3-ranked 
football team. A win would put VHS 
in the region title game against the 
winner of the Colquitt County- 
Kendrick contest.

The ’Cats could possibly host 
only one playoff game in 1989. With 
the semifinals and state up north, 
VHS would host the sectionals in 
Cleveland Field as their lone home 
playoff game. The only way VHS 
would host the Region 1-AAAA 
championship is if Kendrick defeats 
Colquitt and of course VHS wins.

It should be a defensive struggle 
against Shaw.

Both teams are solid in that 
department, with both team partial | 
to the run.

Look for VHS’ defense to prove 
to be the better of the 
two. VALDOSTA by 14.
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The Lady Wildcats played their 
best game of the year last week 
against the Lady Bulldogs of Lanier. 
Center Cassandra Twine played only 
half of the game but still managed 
to score 28 points against Lanier.

Twine had some help as she dom­
inated the Lady Bulldogs down low 
from Esther Benjamin and Laura 
Dennis. Ashley Schleusner, Vashti 
Manning, Shannon West, who had 10 
points last week, Natasha Johnson, 
Dede Dennis, Janie Clark, Jennifer 
Launey and Traci Troutman should 
also see action.

By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Writer

Last year, the Valdosta Wildcats 
boys’ basketball team played two 
games against the Ware County 
Gators and each was about as differ­
ent ap they could be. In the first 
game, in Waycross, the Wildcats 
were dominated and were beaten by 
20 points.

The second game was played at 
VHS in their last regular-season 
home game. Head coach John Miller 
decided to finish their home sched­
ule by playing his only five seniors 
of last year, Jerry Robinson, Ubie 
Brandley, Carlo Butler, Darryl

October for the television show “20/20.” The footage of the 
Wildcats aired Friday night — Tinies Photo By Mike Tanner

S ct Ml'. ^ rf?^

Lanier County. But Miller said his 
team still has much improving to do 
if they are to be competitive later in 
the season.

“We’ve got to be concerned with 
giving an extra effort. We’ve got to 
play hard every night if we want to 
be successful. By playing hard, our 
defense will get better and we’ll quit 
making so many mistakes. We’ve 
been giving up too many easy shots 
but whether we’ll improve remains 
to be seen.”

Jason King has led the Wildcats 
in scoring during the first two 
games and he will be joined in the 
starting lineup by Michael Moore, 
Spencer Iverson, Major Lynn and

Roberson and Vincent Williams, for 
the entire game. The seniors’ ability 
and pride got them through as they 
won the rematch by 10.

Tonight, at Valdosta High School, 
the Wildcats and Lady Wildcats will 
play host to the Gators and Lady 
Gators. VHS, 2-0, will face their 
toughest test of the season, accord­
ing to Miller.

“This is going to be our biggest 
test of the year,” Miller said. “Ware 
County has a lot returning and they 
have a lot of excellent shooters. 
They also have a big man who is 6-4 
and plays real tough.”

The Wildcats’ first two games 
were wins over Echols County and

I ,A" AI!C;r ca™e™»’‘™ films part of a football game 
between Valdosta High School and Cokpiitt County High in

Lowe. James Manning and
Scott should also see plenty 

of action. ‘

Saturday
November 25,19®9

High School Scores
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the Wildcats’ practice Monday afternoon. Valdosta will play 1 aid Lea^y.

WHdcats In For Toughest Test
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Writer______ __________ _

The attitude around the Valdosta 
High Wildcat practice field is a little 
different this week than it was a 
week ago. Last week, Valdosta knew 
that Brunswick High was a good 
team, but the ’Cats wiped away the 
fear of another 13th-game loss as 
they pummelled the Pirates 42-0.

But Monday afternoon, the gen­
eral feeling was that this Friday 
night will bring tougher competition. 
The Wildcats will be facing the 
LaGrange Grangers for the south 
Georgia championship in Callaway 
Stadium. And everyone involved 
feels that a 42-0 repeat may be 
asking a bit much.

“ We played LaGrange in 1986 and 
1987 and we have great respect for 
them,” said VHS head coach Nick 
Hyder. “ They’ve beaten Griftin, 
Morrow and Warner Robins in the 
past three weeks and that is some 
very tough competition. Tradition­
ally speaking, they come out of a 
very tough region.”

The Showdown
Thougti Brunswick failed to pre­

sent any great challenge for the 
Wildcats, the game was a success 
for Valdosta in several other wavs.

“We got to play over 100 kids 
against Brunswick and that is the 
most we’ve ever played in one game 
since I’ve been here,” Hyder said. 
“It was good for those kids to get 
some playing time in a playoff game 
because they contribute a lot to our 
practices. The starters couldn’t be 
as effective as they are without the 
practice that they get from the 
younger kids in practice.”

Hyder noted that running back

Chris Chachere had his best game 
ever against the Pirate defense as 
he ran for 118 yards. Hyder also 
mentioned defensive end Fred Hen­
ton’s rundown and touchdown-sav­
ing tackle on a Brunswick punt 
return, offensive linemen Jason Pet­
ers’ blocking and a spectacular run 
by senior Carlos Parker for a touch­
down as other highlights of the vic­
tory.

After the game, Hyder refused to 
take credit for the call that put Par­
ker in the end zone.

“Brooks Akins (senior offensive 
lineman) called that play. It was an 
unbalanced line with triple receivers 
to the left and we pitched it to Car­
los on the right. Then we let Carlos 
do what he does best. He’s got great 
natural ability and he showed it on 
that play,” Hyder said.

Although the Wildcats will be play­
ing football during the first week in 
December for the first time in three 
years, Hyder said he would’ve been 
happy with a win of any kind last 
Friday night.
'“I would have been happy if we

would’ve won 7-6 and I’ll still be . 
happy with that as long as we have 
the seven. We’re proud to be in the 
playoffs and we share that pride 
with the other three schools that are 
still alive,” Hyder said. “ But 
LaGrange is a great team and it 
looks like this will be our toughest 
challenge yet.” (

VHS State Playoff ‘
Tickets On Sale ‘

Tickets for the state playoff ,
game between Valdosta and 
LaGrange may be purchased from 
8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. today at the 
Valdosta City Schools Superinten­
dent Office on the corner of Wil­
liams and Ann Street.

The cost is $5.00 for adults and 
$3.00 for students. All tickets, how­
ever, are general admission and 
an immediate sellout is expected 
by both schools.
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Hitson
Has Fit
InWell,
v STAN GRUBB

Times Sports Writer

If someone had told Alton Hitson 
at the end of the 1988 football sea­
son that he would be the starting 
quarterback for the. Valdosta Wild­
cats, he probably would have 
ignored the comment.

But when quarterback Jason 
Nichols suffered a broken leg on the 
opening day of football camp, Hyder 
and his staff turned to Hitson to 
lead their squad. And 13 games 
later, the Wildcats have posted a 12­
1 record and are just two victories 
away from claiming their 20th state 
championship. .

“I was very, very nervous taking 
my first snaps after we lost Jason. 
He was a great quarterback and I 
hate that he was injured,” Hitson 
said. “ I had my doubts about things 
when I first went in there. I think I 
fumbled four or five snaps because I 
was so nervous. But I settled down 
and my teammates helped me and 
we just made improvements every­
day.

“It was all very different to me
See Hitson, page 4B Alton Hitson started preseason camp as a wide receiver but 

has started at quarterback for all of Valdosta’s 13 games this 
year. Hitson has made it a successful transition — Times File 
Photo/Paul Leavv.

Kickoff
Hitson-—

• From page 2B
because 1 was a wiae receiver and it 
was a little strange being the Val­
dosta quarterback. Coach (Nick) 
Hyder worked with me, along with 
everyone else, and things have 
worked out so far.” Hitson said.

The 5-10 junior has accounted for 
215 yards on 109 carries -and three 
touchdowns. But he has gained 147 
of those yards in his last four 
games.

“The offensive line has adjusted 
well all year and has certainly taken 
the load off me. They have done a 
good job of protecting me and block­
ing for me and the rest of the offen­
sive players,” said Hitson. “The only 
thing I had going for me, I guess, 
was that J was a quarterback in the 
ninth grade. But it’s a different situ­
ation at the varsity level. I know a 
lot of Valdosta fans were wondering 
how things would work out when 
Jason was hurt, but my teammates 
are always giving me words of 
encouragement and I appreciate 
that.”

Hitson pointed out that his family 
members have also been a big influ­
ence in his growth as the Wildcat 
quarterback.

“My mom (Gloria Hitson) and my 
sister (Sonya Davis) have shown a 
lot of interest this year and have 
been in full support of me and the 
team,” said Histon. “It’s just been a 
big change this year for all of us, 
one we didn’t expect, but we have 
all worked very hard and because of 
it, Wc are* where •
beginning of the year, we pointed to 
Dec. 16 (class AAAA state title game

date) and we wanted to be playing 
football on that date and we are 
within one game of doing that.

“But we all know that we have to 
earn a spot in the state game and 
we have a chance to do that with a 
win against LaGrange,” Hitson said.

This week’s game against the 
LaGrange Grangers for the south 
Georgia championship is the 14th 
game of the season for Valdosta and 
the ’Cats awn a 10-4 overall record 
in the series. However, Hitson 
stated that this Friday’s game is the 
most important and the only thing 
on his mind.

‘Tm looking forward to Friday 
night. We all are,” said Hitson.
^— ■»»»»»■



(/^? Finishing Touches

Tackling The Cold Weather Blues

and coaches 
be concerned

third play-off 
for the state

Pirates in the ’Cats 
game in their quest 
title.

While the players 
have other factors to

Patsy Smith, an art instructor for the Valdosta City 
Schools system, puts the final strokes on the 50 yard line 
‘Cat’ at Cleveland Field where the Valdosta Wildcats will 
host the Pirates of Brunswick High tonight in a playoff game

By FRANCES GOLIVESKY
Times Lifestyles Writer

at 8 p.m. Mrs. Smith, who has been painting Cleveland Field 
for 25 years, is being assisted by City of Valdosta employees 
R.C. Redish, left, and Kevin Rose — Tinies Photo by Mike 
Fanner

As the temperature drops on foot­
ball fans, on players and on coaches 
tonight at Cleveland Field, Jack 
Frost will be nipping at more than 
one’s nose.

He’ll go for anything that’s 
exposed when the temperature falls 
into the predicted 30s.

Tonight, it’s expected to be more 
than just chilly. It’s going to be 
downright cold as the Valdosta High 
School Wildcats host the Brunswick

about, such as Brunswick’s junior 
tailback Carlton Nelson with a total 
of 1,314 rushing yards to his credit, 
the cold weather will be a major fac­
tor for the fans in the stands.

Although many a fan has been 
known to generate a lot of hot air 
before game time, all the hot air col­
lectively will not heat Cleveland 
Field if the wind knocks at the gates 
to Death Valley. What to do. What to 
do. What to do.

“ Layer thyself' as in a layer cake 
answers Hal Drake of the Outdoors 
Shop here.

“Most people don’t know how to 
dress for cold weather,” said Drake. 
“To keep from geting cold, it’s bet­
ter to layer your clothing rather 
than bundling up.”

Thermal underwear has just 
about replaced the traditional long 
johns as the most popular insulation 
under clothing Basic thermal 
underwear generally is 100 percent 
cotton developed originally for the 
Navy during World War II. It’s 
designed to have pockets of air to 
keep the body warm. One area mer­
chant recommended thermal under­
wear and a sweatshirt as the No. 1 
combination against the cold.

However, Drake said there are 
new products which include polypro-

tonight’s Valdosta-Brunswick playoff show­
down — Times Illustration by Paul Leavy.

Diane Bolton, Lynn Fletcher, and LaTonya 
Buller show the proper way to keep warm for

pylene sock liners designed to take 
moisture away from the feet and, 
consequently, keep the feet warm.

“Feet are the easiest to get cold. 
If someone wore these sock liners 
and then put wool or cotton socks 
over them, their feet would be warm 
as toast. You don’t need thick socks 
either.”

How about insulated underwear? 
That’s on the market, too. Hunters 
have known about insulated under­
wear for years. Football fans who 
live in the Great North Country 
probably have known about insu­
lated underwear. Insulated under-

wear has arrived in South Georgia.
Drake said insulated underwear is 

not bulky because it is not quilted.

ne,
It is also made of polypropyle­

” he said. “Some of the under-
wear is a combination of half 
polypropylene and half wool.”

Some families who have passed 
Wildcat season tickets down from 
one generation to the next also have 
passed the long johns as well. Long 
johns will never be totally discarded. 
In some cases they’re a family tradi­
tion.

Chris Hart, Wildcat starting 
safety, said the ballplayers on the

field don’t have to worry about the 
cold. “I could wear my T-shirt,” 
Hart said. “ I’ll work up enough heat 
so I don’t even think about being 
cold.”

From heated stadium seats to 
pocket hand and feet warmers, fans 
will be out for the big one. One 
police official said he’s even seen 
fans with moving-storage blankets.

However, the Wildcats can offer 
the fans the best combination of 
warming elements when they serve 
them an exciting game for an appe­
tizer and “Brunswick stew” for the 
main course.

1 
a
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Valdosta
LaGrange

B<Bowdon
Brookstone

High School Scores
.24
.13

.20 

...7

Clarke Central......21
S.W. DeKalb..........20

Mitchell-Baker......25
Manchester............16

Worth Co. 
Thomson-

Lincoln Co 
Wilcox Co.

21 
...8

25 
...6

Marist
Hart County

14 
..7

Greene-Tai.............25
Cartersville..............3

Clarke Central
Awaits Wildcats
By STAN GRUBB
Tinies Sports Writer

Two of the most dominant teams 
in the state will again square off 
for the 1989 Class AAAA state foot­
ball championship, when the Val­
dosta Wildcats travel to Athens to 

.take on Bilty Henderson’s Clarke 
Central Gladiators Saturday at 8

At least one of the schools has 
appeared in the state

championship contest in eight of 
the past 12 years.

Valdosta’s last title came in 1986 
as they were 28 0 winners over the 
Gladiators at Cleveland Field, 
snapping Clarke Central’s 29-game 
winning streak in the process. Nick 
Hyder’s ’Cats also went on to 
claim their 5th mythical national 
championship in the school’s 
impressive football history.

Next Saturday’s title ciash will 
See OPPONENT. Page 3B

Opponent
From Page IB 

mark the fourth time the Gladiators, 
11-3, have appeared in the state 
championship contest in the past six 
seasons, with the Wildcats, 13-1, 
going for their 20th state 
championship, and their fourth in 
this decade.

The last time the two teams met 
I in Athens, Clarke Central captured 
I the Class AAA state championship 

with a 16-14 decision over the Buck

Belue-led Wildcats in 1977.
Valdosta’s route to the upcoming 

state championship game came by 
way of LaGrange, where the Wild­
cats defeated the Grangers, 24-13. 
The Gladiators upset the state’s pre­
viously No. 1-ranked team, South­
west DeKalb Panthers, 21-20. That 
victory’ was the second time the 
Gladiators had defeated the Panth­
ers for the North Georgia 
championship in the past four years.

The last victory came in 1986.
The Gladiators have won 10 con­

secutive games, since a 1-3 start.
With their win over LaGrange, 

Valdosta has now won seven 
straight.

Valdosta and Clarke Central have 
one common opponent this year, the 
Statesboro Blue Devils.

Valdosta defeated Statesboro, 38-7, 
while Clarke Central fell to States­
boro on the fourth week of the sea­
son.
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iels recovered for the ’Cats. Six 
plays later, senior Chris Chachere 
went over the right side for a 4-vard 
touchdown and, suddenly, VHS was 
up 12-0 and making it look easy.

But just as quickly as the Valdosta 
offense took the attention away from 
LaGrange, the Grangers got it back. 
Hudson showed his versatility by 
running for 28 yards to jump start a 
drive and, under heavy pressure 
from the Valdosta defensive front, 
passing to Tracy Heard for 48 yards 
and a Granger touchdown" with 
almost seven minutes left in the first 
half.

The next important offensive play 
for LaGrange was made by punter 
Derrick Ferrell. He booted a kick 
from the Valdosta 38-yard line to the 
Wildcat 1. That play proved impor­
tant because on the next play Hitson 
fumbled to give LaGrange an easy 
shot at the end zone. Hudson 
cashed in two plays later. A botched 
extra point attempt held the Grang­
ers lead to 13-12.

After passing the momentum back 
and forth in the first half, Valdosta 
quickly answered the question of 
which way it would swing in the sec­
ond. Joe Wright returned the sec­
ond-half kickoff 52 yards to the 
LaGrange 35-yard line.

Runs by Parker and Chachere 
moved the ball to the 2-yard line 
where Chachere scored over the 
right side. Another extra-point 
attempt failed and VHS had the lead 
back at 18-13.

The LaGrange offense found the 
going rougher in the second half as 
they managed only one first down.

The Valdosta defensive tront of 
noseguard Andre Hampton, 
defensive tackles George Copeland 
and Robert Fillmore and defensive 
ends Fred Henton and Dexter Dan­
iels along with linebackers Anthony 
Williams and Bruce Daniels stayed 
in steady pursuit of the harried 
LaGrange signal caller.

Quarterback sacks by the Wildcats 
forced the Grangers to punt several 
times

But, with just over one minute left 
to play, the Grangers blocked a VHS 
punt and had one more shot at find­
ing the end zone and the victory.

Hudson’s first pass was broken up

v aklosta defensive end Fred Henton wraps up the LaGrange 
quarterback in the backfield. The Wildcats held the Grangers 
scoreless in the second half of their 24-13 victory — Times 
Photo bv Mike Tanner.

by defensive back Trampis Wrice. 
Hudson was dropped for no gain on 
the next play. With the clock show­
ing :10, Hudson took the final snap. 
He rolled left and was hit as he 
released his last pass. The ball went 
up and was caught by Hampton.

Hampton took off and rambled 50 
yards for the last touchdown, cross­
ing the goalline as the last second 
ticked off the clock.

LaGrange’s season ended at 10-4 
while the Wildcats move to 13-1.

Valdosta-LaGrange
Wildcats Grangers
11 First downs 5
45-169 Rushes-vards 29-14
M-00 Comp.-att. 6-17
MO Yards 99

0 Intercepted 2
4-28.8 Punting 6-31.8
1-15 Penalties 2-20
6-3 Fumbles-lost 2-1

Valdosta 12 0 6 6—24
LaGrange 0 13 0 0-13

Scoring Summary
VHS—Carlos Parker 2 run (kick failed) 3:52, 1st
VHS—Chris Chachere 4 run (pass failed) :17, 1st 
CHS-Tracy Heard 48 pass from Rodney Hudson 
(Heard kick) 6:54, 2nd
LBS-Hudson 1 run (run failed) :15, 2nd
VHS—Chachere 2 run (run failed) 9:40, 3rd
VHS—Andre Hampton 50 interception return (no 
pat) 0:00, 4th

Individual Statistics
Rushing: Valdosta-Carlos Parker 26-101, Chris 

Chachere 12-37, Alton Hitson 7-31, Fred Henton 1­
0 LaGrange-Ricardo Rutledge 11-26, James Reed 
1-28, Early Dunlap 3-(-6), Rodney Hudson 14-34.

Passing: Valdosta-none. LaGrange-Rodney 
Hudson 6-17 99.

Receiving: Valdosta-none. LaGrange-Tracy 
Heard 3-68, Michael Berry 2-35, Joe Brooks 1-5.







Hyder Believes 
Clarke Is Tops
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Tunes Sports Writer

Week 15. In high school football, 
Uiat translates into the very best, 
the teams who have overcome the 
necessary odds to gain a shot at the 
most coveted title available.

This Saturday night in Athens, the 
Valdosta Wildcats have a shot to win 
the AAAA state championship for 
the fourth time this decade. And 
VHS head coach Nick Hyder knows 
that his final 1989 opponent, the 
Clarke Central Gladiators, have 
earned their billing as the best team 
in north Georgia.

“ This is the Super Bowl, the Ken­
tucky Derby and the World Senes 
for us,” Hyder said. “It’s our equiv­
alent to those events. It’s the dream 
game for every team on the high 
school level. And Clarke Central is 
far and away the best team we’ve 
faced this year.”

Some high praise from the coach 
whose team competes in one of the 
most competitive regions in the 
state and has faced three playoff 
teams outside their subregion

’Cats Want To 
Correct Miscues
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Writer

Can a team win a state 
championship with a weak kicking 
game? An offense that does not 
pass? A problem hanging on to the 
baU? , u b

Valdosta High head coach Nick 
Hyder hopes that question can go 
unanswered. Although his team suf­
fered from all of the above last Fn- 
dav night against the LaGrange 
Grangers, the head coach believes 
his team has the ability to avoid an 
encore this Saturday night when 
they visit Clarke Central in Athens 
for the state AAAA championship.

“ Our kicking game was a concern 
for us. But we just seemed to adjust 
to what we had to and go on. But 
Monday’s practice had a lot of 
emphasis on that part of our game,” 
Hvder said.

The Wildcats missed an extra 
point after their first touchdown and

Valdosta vs. Clarke Central

VHS quarterback Alton Hitson works on his passing dur­
ing the Wildcats’ practice Monday afternoon — Times 
Photo by Mike Tanner.

HflRH STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP 

schedule. Their style is taken from 
the Wildback handbook on football. 
Strong running game, tenacious 
defense and that mysterious intan­
gible that pulls wins from sure 
defeats; tradition.

“They have some big backs,” said 
Hyder. “ Carlos Folsom and Kenneth 
Richardson are both quality runners 
Wesley Middlebrooks executes the 
offense well at quarterback. This 
team has tremendous athletes, more 
than anyone else we’ve seen.”

Despited the big numbers and 
See Hyder, page 4B

blew two conversion opportunities 
later after a run and a pass attempt 
both failed. Their last score tame as 
time ran out and no conversion was 
attempted.

But the failure to score after the 
touchdowns could have been a 
disastrous one. After blocking a 
punt, the Grangers had the ball with 
just over a minute left in the game. 
A LaGrange touchdown, which was 
not an impossibility considering 
their explosive offense, would have 
won the game.

“ Actually, I thought we made the 
extra point. But I was not at the 
right angle. My theory is that if it s 
close, it can go either way,” Hyder 
said. “The footing was difficult and 
that might have been the reason. It 
was one of the reasons that we 
didn’t pass the ball and it might 
have caused some of our fumbles.

One of the six Wildcat fumbles 
came on their own 1-yard line and 
resulted in LaGrange’s second 
touchdown.
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Jack Rudolph (80), former linebacker with 
the Boston Patriots and current VHS football

coach, puts the heat on Buffalo Bills quar­
terback Jack Kemp — Special Photo.

You were always concerned about someone might be 
brought in to take your place. We used to say we had 33 com­
ing, 33 staying, and 33 going all the time.’

— Jack Rudolph 
Former Boston Patriot



Life Of NFL Pro 
NotAllGlamour
By FRANCES GOLIVESKY 
Times Lifestyles Writer

As Hank Williams Jr. welcomes 
• “ all his rowdy friends” to Monday 
night football, wives of America 
groan while their husbands dig in 
for the evening.

; Maybe it’s Sunday afternoon and 
many of these same men lounge on 
their sofas calling the plays with a 
passion almost akin to the passion 
exhibited by the players on the tele­
vision screen. If it’s Sunday 
afternoon football, some men will 
find a cozy place to sleep through 
the first TV game and arise to watch 
with vim, vigor, and vitality the sec­
ond game.

Jack Rudolph, Valdosta High 
School defensive coordinator, played 
with the then Boston Patriots from 
1960-66 and retired from the Miami 
Dolphins in 1967. Although he 
shares some views with Laskey, he 
said in the years he played before 
Laskey began, circumstances were 
different. But he agreed about the 
exhibition games. “It was awfully 
important to do well during the 
exhibition games,” said Rudolph. 
“You had to produce or you were 
gone. There were less teams then 
and only 33 players on a team. I 
would say back then it was harder 
to make a team; but today it’s 
harder to compete because the ath­
letes are bigger and better.”

Rudolph said during one season 
the Patriots had 342 guys come 
through their program. “You were 
always concerned about someone 
might be brought in to take your 
place. We used to say we had 33 
coming, 33 staying, and 33 going all 
the time. You couldn’t even sign a 
lease on an apartment.”

The days between games were 
and still are physically and emotion­
ally taxing. Monday morning 
(depending upon which day the 
team played) finds players reviewing 
the previous game and tending to 
their injuries. “Generally everyone 
had some sort of aches which

needed to be tended to. Even 
bruises were sometimes painful,” 
said Rudolph. For most teams Tues­
days are reserved for coaches to 
preview films of the upcoming com­
petition. Laskey said it was a rule 
every team had to provide the next 
opponent with game films.

Rudolph said Tuesday was a crit­
ical day for members on his team. 
“ When I played if you were with the 
team through Tuesday (payday), the 
rest of the week was easy,” he said. 
“If on Tuesday, they told you to 
report with the game book, you 
knew you were going. The worst 
part of the game was the constant 
doubt of whether you were going to 
be there next week, or what you 
would do if they let you go.”

Rudolph’s games were generally 
played Friday nights, the standard 
game night in the American Football 
League. However, with the merger 
of the two leagues and the formation 
of the modern NFL, games are gen­
erally played Sundays and Monday 
nights. Therefore, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays teams 
spend concentrating on game plans 
for the next opponent. “Tuesdays 
the coaches worked on the plans,” 
said Laskey. “ Wednesday was offen­
sive day with concentration on 
everything for the offense all day 
long, using the defense for next 
week’s game,” said Laskev.

Rudolph said the best part of his 
pro career was the camaraderie he 
shared with the 33 members of his 
team. “We were all going through 
the same thing,” said Rudolph. “ We 
did so much together to survive 
then ... today it’s more of an individ­
ual thing.”







Valdosta High running back Carlos Par­
ker takes the handoff from quarterback 
Alton Hitson during a Wildcat practice. The

Wildcats are getting ready for their Class 
AAAA championship game versus Clarke 
Central — Times Photo by Mike Tanner.

Wildcats ClosiT
In On 20tliTitle
BvSTANGRUBBV ;^ ^J^^ wildcats ^adPlannIcd' 
T.„Ilf/1 / 2 /’VJto'-ith a 34-0 win over Camden. Joe Times Sports Writer J/gf, /^ //^ .g|]t led Valdosta with 59 yards

A victory Saturday night against 
the Clarke Central Gladiators in 
Athens, would give the Valdosta 
Wildcats their 20th Georgia state 
football championship, to go along 
with another Region l-AAAA 
championship.

Battling injuries and illness all 
season long, the Wildcats made it to 
the South Georgia Championship 
contest for the first time in three 
years. The Cats also claimed a 1- 
AAAA title with a 20-7 win over 
Colquitt County, avenging an earlier 
7-0 defeat.

The Wildcats possessed one of the 
state’s most feared defensive units, 
led by senior linebacker Anthony 
Williams, who averaged nine tackles 
a game.

In 14 games this year, the Val­
dosta defense posted six shutouts, 
including back-to-back blankings of 
Camden County and Greene-Talia­
ferro.

Senior tailback Carlos Parker led 
the Wildcats in rushing with 1,082 
yards and 17 touchdowns.

Parker was also the Region 1- 
AAAA Offensive Player of the Year.

With former Wildcat head coach 
Wright Bazemore on hand at Cleve­
land Field, the season started out

on 12 carries and one touchdown. 
The defense held Camden to minus 
five yards total offense.

VHS improved to 2-0 with a 24-0 
rout of Class AA foe Greene-Talia­
ferro at Cleveland Field. Parker 
scored a pair of touchdown to lead 
the way for VHS, while the Wildcat 
defense held Greene-Taliaferro to 57 
yards.

The ’Cats then traveled to Way­
cross for showdown with the Bull­
dogs.

The Bulldogs were not intim­
idated, however, as they scored 18 
first-half points to stay within strik­
ing distance of Valdosta, who led at 
halftime, 21-18.

But Parker rushed for 111 yards 
on 22 carries to help power a sec­
ond-half surge as Valdosta wnt on to 
rip Waycross, 41-18.

Parker began to pick up steam in 
game No. 4 against Northside- 
Warner Robins. He ran for 297 yards 
and three touchdowns to lead the 
Valdosta attack. Valdosta went on to 
defeat Northside, 35-0, posting their 
third shutout in four games played.

Valdosta next took on the States­
boro Blue Devils and came away 
with a 38-7 victory. But the Wildcats 

See ’CATS, Page 5B

From Page Page IB 
found themselves behind early on 
an 8-yard touchdown run by the 
Blue Devils’ Tony Grant. Valdosta’s 
defense stood tall from that point 
on. Collecting over eight sacks, the 
defense was led by Robert Fillmore, 
who accounted for four sacks.

In their first Region l-AAAA 
South contest, Valdosta closed the 
door on a very talented Bainbridge 
Bearcat squad, 23-0.

Joe Wright’s two touchdowns led 
the VHS scorers, while defensive 
standouts George Copeland, Robert 
Fillmore, Andre Hampton and 
Anthony Williams each had five 
unassisted tackles. z

With the Wildcats climbing the 
USA Today national rankings poll to 
No. 11, the Colquitt County Packers 
came to call at Cleveland Field on a 
cold and windy Friday night.

Two hours later, the Packers had 
the upset of Valdosta, 7-0, on a 26- 
yard, fourth quarter touchdown 
scamper by tailback Spindola Mer­
ritt.

The ’Cats then needed three con­
secutive wins over subregion foes 
Tift County, Coffee and Lowndes to 
secure a playoff spot. They did just 
that.

The Wildcats found themselves on 
the short end of a 7-6 score with 
7:53 remaining against the Tift 
County Blue Devils, until tailback 
Joe Wright scampered 37 yards giv­
ing Valdosta the lead. Quarterback 
Alton Hitson connected with Shawn 
Gay in the left corner of the end 
zone for the 2-point conversion and 
VHS led, 14-7.

With 1:37 left, the Blue Devils 
came roaring down the field on a 
long pass play. On second down 
from the VHS 1, Tift tailback Ricky 
Jennings charged through the line 
but fumbled after a hit by VHS’ cor­
nerback Chris Hart. Robert Fillmore 
and Trampis Wrice made the recov­
ery to keep the ’Cats’ championship 
dreams alive.

The ’Cats championship route 
then went down Highway 221 to Jar­
dine Stadium in Douglas for a con­
test against the undefeated Coffee 
High Trojans.

Valdosta’s defense, led by senior 
defensive lineman George Copeland, 

- shut down the Trojans.

Parker’s 12-yard touchdown run 
with 3:19 in the third quarter and a 
25-yard field goal by placekicker 
Dow Drury in the fourth quarter 
gave the ’Cats a 10-3 win.

Valdosta finished the regular-sea­
son in fine fashion against cross­
town rival Lowndes. VHS blanked 
the Vikings 17-0 behind scores by 
Wright, Parker and Drury.

It was the ‘Carlos Connection’ at 
Kinnett Stadium in Columbus as the 
Wildcats received first-half scores by 
Carlos Parker, Carlos Moore and 
Carlos Folsom, beating Shaw High 
21-12. 6 ’

The game everyone had been 
waiting on since October 20, a 
rematch with Colquitt, would decide 
the 1989 Region l-AAAA champion.

Valdosta gained revenge with a 
20-7 thrashing of the Packers. The 
Wildcat defense was led by Williams, 
Fillmore, Copeland and Fred Hen­
ton, while Parker led the attack with 
two touchdowns and 101 yards rush­
ing.

Week No. 13 had been a night­
mare for the ’Cats the past two 
years, but this season the Wildcats 
snapped out of those doldrums. 
They dominated the Brunswick 
Pirates, offensively and defensively, 
on their way to a 42-0 South Sec­
tional championship victory at 
Cleveland Field.

Valdosta captured a spot in the 
Class AAAA championship game on 
a rainy Friday night in LaGrange.

Valdosta jumped out to an early 
12-0 advantage only to see the Gran­
gers score twice within a span of 
three minutes to take a 13-12 lead at 
intermission.

The ’Cats dug in and simply took 
control in the second half defensi­
vely, putting a cap on the LaGrange 
offense.

In fact, senior noseguard Andre 
Hampton sent the Wildcats into the 
finals in grand fashion picking off a 
Granger pass and racing 50 yards 
for the score as the clock expired. 
Valdosta won 24-13 setting up the 
ninth meeting between the Wildcats 
and Clarke Central/Athens High 
School.

Valdosta leads the series 4-2, with 
two ties. Valdosta has won the past 
two meetings in 1984, 21-7, and 1986, 
28-0.
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VHS Not Short
On Support
Wildcat Cheerleaders Do The Job
By FRANCES GOLIVESKY
Times Lifestyles Writer

Similar to the many groups at 
Moody Air Force Base whose job it 
is to support the fighter pilots, the 
Valdosta High School cheerleaders 
use “ support the team” as their job 
description.

‘ As outlined by Meredith Stana­
land, cheerleader captain and three- 
year varsity veteran, the cheerlead­
ers support the team, get others to 
support the team, promote school 
spirit and set a role model for other 
students.

“We’re here to support the team 
and create a good relationship 
between the players and the 
school,” she said. .

Secret Pals, a program adopted by 
the cheerleaders this year, is help­
ing not only to create a good 
relationship between the players 
and cheerleaders, but to enable the 
players to feel good about the job 
they are doing for the school.
“Jana Whitehead, our sponsor, 

really brainstormed this idea,” said 
Miss Stanaland. “ Through this, 
we’ve tried to motivate the players.”

“With Secret Pals, we’ve tried to 
build their spirits,” said Bayh 
Brindger, co-captain and a three- 
year varsity cheerleader. “ We’ve 
encouraged them and let them know 
we’re thinking about them each, 
personally,” she said.

“We let them know even if they 
don’t play well, we care.”

Secret Pals is an anonymous pro­
gram in which each cheerleader has 
five or six players to “remember” 
each week they play a game.

“ Each one of us makes things like 
cookies, cupcakes, write notes, give 
candy, and sometimes balloons to 
the boys during the week,” said 
Paige Stabell, another three-year 
varsity veteran. “We’ve gotten 
closer to each other. We’ve learned 
something about the players we 
didn’t know before.”

The three girls will be cheering 
their last game Saturday night. 
Understandably, they have mixed 
emotions about that. They already 
have had their final game at Cleve­
land Field, and they said they were 
sad. Their hearts will have a tinge of 
sadness as they approach this final 
game for the state championship, I
but they also will be full of anxiety. ’

However, cheering and rousing :
the crowd demands the cheerlead­
ing squad be upbeat for the game. I 
So they tell the guys to do the best 
they can, and that “we’ll still love 
them if they don’t win.”

While their hearts will be warm, 
the weather is expected to be cold 
in Athens.

“I think about how cold it is sup­
posed to be,” said Miss Stanaland. 
“But I also think about how I 
started high school as a junior var- I 
sity cheerleader when we won the 
state championship, and I certainly 
would like to leave my high school 
career with a state championship,

The V aldosta High cheerleading squad prepares for their 
final game of the year. The cheerleaders’ joh goes past 
entertaining the crowd from the sidelines — Times Photo by 
Mike Tanner.
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VHS Marketing Students To Compete
Eighteen Valdosta Mi ah Cahn»l------------------------------------------- •—  Eighteen Valdosta High School 

marketing education students will be 
competing against students from 
throughout Southeast Georgia this 
Thursday.

The purpose of the DECA competi­
tion is to select district winners and 
district competitors for state compe­
tition in March.

Students competing are: Michelle 
Jones, Speech; Tracie Selph, Job In­
terview; Caroline Seago, Reporter of 
the Year; Kelly Edwards, General 
Merchandising Master Employee 
Level; Jennie Strickland, General 
Merchandising Supervisory Level; 
Joy Purvis, Finance and Credit; 
Ginny Williams, Apparel and Acces­
sories Master Employee Level- 
Meredith Stanland, Apparel and Ac­
cessories Supervisory Level; Jill 
Mueller, Advertising Services; Burke 
Sherwood, Vehicles and Petroleum 
Marketing; Michael Phagan, Food 
Marketing Master Employee Level- 
Belenda Burleigh, Food Marketing 
Supervisory Level; Charlie Smith,

Valdosta High 
School

NEWS

Written and Compiled 
By VHS Students

Full Service Restaurant Manage­
ment; Shawn Coursen, Quick-Serve 
Restaurant Management; Ben Cope­
land, General Marketing Master Em­
ployee Level; Allison McAllister, 
General Supervisory Level; Katay 
Burke, Economic Test; and Nikki De­
mott, Math Test.

All students are senior, first-year 
marketing education students. The 
Competition will be held at Effing­
ham County High School in Spring-

field.

Y Club News
The Alpha-Iota-Omega Y Club 

thanks students at Valdosta High 
School for their support in electing 
a Valentine’s King and Queen for 
1989-90. The club congratulates 
Daniel Knowlton and Crystal Ray 
for being elected the 1989-1990 Val­
entine’s King and Queen. Congrat­
ulations Daniel and Crystal.

VHS Debate Team
Valdosta High’s debate team fin­

ished third at the State AAAA de­
bate competition last weekend at 
Mary Persons High School in For­
syth. Representing VHS was the af­
firmative team of junior Jimmy 
Green and senior Michelle Jones 
The negative team consisted of ju­
nior Tammy Crowe and freshman 
Stephanie Everett.

The four debaters qualified for 
state competition when they fin-

ished first in the South sub-region 
tournament at Valdosta State Col­
lege Jan. 9 and first in the region 
l-AAAA tournament at Mercer Uni­
versity in Macon on Jan. 26. Other 
schools competing in the state de­
bates were Brookwood, Henry 
County, Northside-Warner Robins 
Obsorne, Roswell and Therreli 
High schools.

With 24 ballots cast during the I 
tournament, Valdosta debaters won 
13 and lost 11. VHS won four bal­
lots against Henry County, but 
could only win two each against 
Brookwood, Osborne, Roswell and 
Therreli, and one in the rounds 
with Northside. Northside won the 
state title, followed by Brookwood 
in second. Roswell finished in 
fourth place.
wJXank Hj°rt> Sector of debate at 
VHS, chaperoned and sensed as a 
judge in the state A, AA, AAA de­
bates held at the same time as the 
AAAA debates.

Lady ’Cats
Capture 
Struggle
By GREG McILVAIN
Times Sports Editor U 0 /

Chalk it up to just one of those 
nights?

Both Susan Montgomery and 
Lairy Maffit, in their own ways, 
praised the defensive efforts of their 
teams. The rebounding was good, 
too.

The offense? That’s another story. 
Together, the Valdosta High and 
Lowndes High combined for 62 
points in the meeting of county rivals 
and Region I-AAAA South foes. The 
Lady Wildcats had the majority, com­
ing away with a 34-28 victory on the 
carpet at VHS.

“Defense dominated the game,” 
said Lowndes coach Larry Maffit. “ I 
thought we came out and attacked 
their guards real well and forced 
them to have to worry about spend­
ing more time dribbling the ball than 
looking inside to the big people. And 
I thought we did a better job of re­
bounding tonight.”

“The thing I was pleased with was 
our defense,” said VHS coach Susan 
Montgomery, who was Maffit’s assis­
tant at Berrien before moving to Val­
dosta. “You’re going to come out 
some nights when your offense is 
just not going to click good. But you 
ought to come out every night and 
play defense.”

Click it did not. “ We were just real 
sluggish on offense,” Montgomery 
said. “Our guards, they seemed to

See LADY CATS, Page 3B

LOWNDES vs. VALDOSTA
Girls' Game

LOWNDES (28) — Latina Childs 10, Catina Brown 5, 
Vicky Williams 4, Lori Culpepper 4, Shanell Jenkins 3, 
Delicia Carlo 2.

VALDOSTA (34) — Cassandra Twine 18, Esther Benia­
min 6, Laura Dennis 4, Vashti Manning 4, Shannon West 2 
LOWNDES 7 5 10 6-28 
VALDOSTA 1 7 8 12 7-34

Records:Valdosta 11-5, 5-2; Lowndes 9-8, 3-6.

Lady Cats
From Page IB 

have a little bit of trouble with the 
pressure. It just made them slower; 
and we couldn’t get our offense 
going.”

The win keeps Valdosta in the 
midst of of the l-AAAA South race. 
The Lady Wildcats (11-5 overall) are 
5-2 in the sub-region. Ex-league­
leader Coffee was upset at Tift 
County Tuesday, falling to 6-2. Bain­
bridge now leads at 7-2.

“It seemed like when they did 
come back we’d go inside where we 
should go all night, and we would 
get the big basket,” said Montgom­

ery.
The lone player nearly immune to 

the chilly night was Valdosta for­
ward Cassandra Twine, who scored 
18 points — including four of VHS’ 
seven fourth-quarter points. Low­
ndes had six points, with Latina 
Childs getting four of them to con­
tribute to her 10-point night.

“Gjve Valdosta credit,” said Maf­
fit, whose team dropped to 9-8 over­
all, 3-6 in the sub-region. “They did 
what they had to do to win, and 
Susan does a good job with them. 
But it was a 100 percent turnaround 
from the first time (a 52-34 Valdosta 
win at Lowndes).
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Road-Wary ’Cats
Go To Bainbridge
-----Eru^f—V—u—ii#-Lj_4J in the subregion, have had ve
By STAN GRUBB
Times Sports Writer

Valdosta High’s Wildcat head bas­
ketball coach John Miller hopes that 
his team will have answer to his 
team’s road woes as they take on 
the Region 1-AAAA South’s leader, 
the Bainbridge Bearcats, tonight in 
Bainbridge.

The girls’ game will begin at 7 
p.m. with the boys tipping off around 
8:30.

The Wildcats, 7-5 overall and 0-4

in the subregion, have had very little 
road success this season and Mill­
er’s worries are doubled with the
site of the Bearcats.

• Going into their home and their 
gymnasium is going to be really 
tough,” said Miller. “They are a 
team that’s been beating other sub­
region teams by as much as 30 
points in their gym. Taking into con­
sideration that we’ve not fared well 
on the road this year, I’m con­
cerned.”

See VALDOSTA, Page 3B

Valdosta—
From Page IB

After an earlier 60-41 victory over 
Bainbridge back on Jan. 5, the Lady 
Wildcats would have to be consid­
ered the favorites entering tonight’s 
action. And while that may be true, 
VHS’ head coach Susan Montgom­
ery is also concerned.

“Anytime you play away from 
home it’s just different. And Bain­
bridge is a good basketball team at 
home,” said Montgomery. “They are 
not only a tough team to beat at 
home, but I know Coach Byrd has 
been trying to come up with a way 
to beat us. I certainly know that the 
outcome will be much lower regard­
less of who wins.”

The Lady Wildcats, at 10-2 and 4-0 
in the subregion, could take a com­
manding edge in the subregion with 
a win tonight.

“To be honest, after the Colquitt 
game I told our players that we 
were 4-0 in the subregion and in 
first-place and that everyone will be 
coming after you,” said Montgom­
ery. “I told them that to stay at No. 
1, you have to play like No. 1. And 
this will be a big challenge for us to 
stay undefeated after tonight.

While Miller is worried about his 
team’s road failures, his team enters 
Bainbridge with a lot of confidence.

The mighty Bearcats managed to 
survive an upset bid by the Wildcats, 
69-64, back in January.

“Our team shot the ball very well 
and rebounded very well in the first 
game, and that’s what we have to do 
this time around,” said Miller.

Monday. January 22, 1990

Wildcats 
Shine In 
Tourney
From Staff Reports

COLUMBUS—The Valdosta Wild- 
I cats finished second out of 28 teams

■ m the Hardaway Wrestling Touma- 
I ment held at Hardaway High School 
I here Friday and Saturday. Troup

County of LaGrange, the defending 
| AAA state champions, won the tour­

nament with a total of 255W total 
I points.

The Wildcats finished with 176 
points while Columbus-Baker had 
119 to finish third. Dublin High was 
fourth with 106'^ and Columbus­
Spencer was fifth with 105. The sec­
ond-place finish was the highest for 
Valdosta in the four years they have 
competed in the tourney.

“They had teams from Alabama 
and Atlanta so they had a real good 
group. We’re real pleased with the 
turnout,” said head coach John 
Davis. “Troup County has domi­
nated this tournament for years so 
we were pleased to be able to stay 
with them. We got a lot of support 
from some people who were there 
and that helped.” .

Valdosta had seven wrestlers fin­
ish in the top four places of their 
respective weight divisions with one 
wres'ler winning his class. Maurice 
Dean won the 152-pound weight 

| class and continued to build on his 
unbeaten streak this season. Dean 
won the Cook High Invitational ear­
lier this year and is 15-0 this season

Other top finishers included Ste­
ven Petermann in the 130-pound 
class (2nd), Ryan Moorman in the 
189-pound class (2nd), Jason Fin­
land in the 140-pound class (3rd) 
Derrick Phillips in the 171-pound 
class (3rd), Justin Bridges in the 
135-pound class (4th), Chuck Bonner 
"1 .the Im pound class (4th) and 
Eric Phillips in the heavyweight 
class (4 th).

Davis said the tournament was 
also a great chance to take a look at 
other teams from the Region 1

“It really helps us to be able to 
look at the other teams because we 
have the area tournament coming 
up in a couple of weeks,” Davis 
said. “ It gives us an idea of what 
we’ll be up against with the Colum­
bus teams. There are some tough I 
te ims in our area including Coffee 
w'-ch wasn’t at the tournament. 
They’ll probably be favored in the 
area tournament.

The Wildcats will travel to Suwan­
nee, Fla. Tuesday for their next 
match. ■
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Valdosta High girls’ coach Susan Montgomery makes her 
point from the sidelines — Times File Photo

Lady Wildcats Get
In Three-Way War
By GREG McILVAIN 
Times Sports Editor

Tuesday night’s news from Tifton 
was a mixed blessing for the Val­
dosta High Lady Wildcats.

Coffee High lost its Region 1-AAAA 
South game Tuesday night. With 
that, and Valdosta’s defense-oriented 
win over Lowndes High, there was a 
virtual three-way tie for the subre­
gion lead. Bainbridge now leads at 7­
2, with Coffee 6-2 and Valdosta 5-2.

On the other hand, the upsetter at 
Tifton — Tift County High — is Val­
dosta’s next opponent. The two 
schools meet for a subregion double­
header at VHS tonight, the girls tip­
ping off at 7 p.m. The guys, now the 
bottom two teams in the subregion, 
play afterwards.

The games are the beginning of a 
busy weekend for Valdosta High. The 
Wildcats and Lady Wildcats play at 
Ware County Saturday.

“ The most important thing we 
have to worry about is Tifton,” said 
Lady Wildcats’ coach Susan Mont-

gomery. “We can’t worry about the 
race and who is going to help us.

“We talked about it at practice 
Wednesday. (Tift) is going to come 
out here fired up. They are going to 
come in here after us.”

Valdosta (11-5, 5-2) has its three re 
maining subregion games — Tift, 
Colquitt County and Coffee — all on 
the VHS carpet. Bainbridge ends its 
subregion play at Lowndes tonight, 
with Coffee playing at Colquitt to­
night and at Valdosta next Friday.

“ If we can play well and win these 
games, or just even play well, I think 
that’s going to be an advantage to 
us,” said Montgomery. The subre­
gion tournament starts Feb. 15 at 
Bainbridge.

If the Lady Wildcats need any 
other inspiration, Montgomery will 
remind them of a 39-35 win at Tifton 
— a game which went down to the fi­
nal minute.

“ We’ve got to think about what we 
are going to do to make them play in 
our hands, play our game,” Mont-

See VALDOSTA, Page 3-B

Valdosta —--------------F^-^i^0---
From Page 1-B

gomery said. “We’ve got to play our 
game. Last time, when we went up 
there, we played their game. We 
came out with a win, though it 
wasn’t a nice-looking win ... I’m sure 
we don’t have the big head as close 
as it was.”

John Miller’s Wildcats (9-7, 1-6) 
will clinch last place (the No. 6 seed) 
in the subregion if they lose tonight. 
Tift won the first meeting, 59-54.

“We’ve just got to keep working 
on the things we’re doing and get

better at it, and get ready for the 
tournament” said Miller. “It all 
boils down to the tournament.”

Valdosta’s lone subregion win 
came at Bainbridge, a team which 
has already clinched the subregion 
regular-season Htle.



STATE CHAMPIONSHIP '89: VALDOSTA-CENTRAL

.Though tonight's meeting be­
tween Valdosta and Clarke Central 
for the Class AAAA championship 

; will mark the seventh time schools

- . „ — SUH/fll«
Fullback Carlos Parker has been Valdosta's leading offensive threat, 
rushing for 1,548 yards and 22 touchdowns.

Seniors Williams, Morse 
are old ‘friends’ on line

IvAldosta, central at state

Wildcats have the edge

There’ll only be one player on 
each side of the line tonight who 
was a starter when Valdosta and 
Clarke Central last met for the state 
championship in 1986.

Fittingly enough, they will proba­
bly be facing each other across the 
line often tonight as they did then, 
when both were freshmen.

Kevin Morse is now a 255-pound 
senior tackle for Central and Antho - 
ny Williams is a 245-pound senior 
linebacker for Valdosta.

The Wildcats won the last game, 
in Valdosta, 28-0, but Morse be­
lieves things will be different to­
night.

“I think it’ll be a better game this 
time," he said. “We played them 
hard [in ’86], but they were just so 
much bigger and stronger than we 
were. I think we’re more evenly 
matched.”

“1 agree that’s it’s probably evenly 
matched,” Williams said. “ Their of­

®he JTloriba Hintea-Union, Jacksonville. Saturday. December 16. 1989

fensive line has good size and speed 
and they are very physical."

Both players agreed that playing 
in the state championship game as 
freshmen was special, and Morse 
added that he remembers Williams 
well.

"1 played right across from No. 44 
[Williams],” he said, "and I remem 
ber a fourth and-1 where he came 
right across my face and made a 
tackle that stopped us. it stopped 
our momentum, and it sort of threw 
me off, too.”

What’s it going to take to win to­
night?

“I believe it will be a highly emo­
tional and physical game,” Williams 
said. “The team with the biggest 
heart is going to win it.”

“We’ll be playing in front of a 
whole lot of folks, and we’ve just got 
to get pumped up and ready to go,” 
Morse said.

— Lawrence Dennis

Estate titles, it’s officially only the 
f fourth time the two schools have 

played.
The other three games were 

played between Valdosta and Cen­
’ tral's predecessor, Athens High, in

> § 1955, 1965 and 1969. Athens won 
40-21 in '55, Valdosta won 14-13 

Jin ’65 and the teams tied 26-all and

S’* were co-champions in '69.
Since then, Central won 16-14 

fin 1977 and lost 21-14 in 1984 and
28-0in1986. •

Valdosta leads the overall se- 
Uries, which began in 1920,4-2-2.

; Here's what happened in the 
s’ last three meetings.

1986
VALDOSTA 28, CENTRAL 0 

■ — Both teams came into the game 
at Cleveland Field 14-0, and the 

| Wildcats had their second USA To­
-day national title ip three years on 
' the Une. Valdosta was No. 1 in the

. USA Today poll. 1
| Central was the defending state 

champion, and the Gladiators’ last 
loss had come to the Wildcats on 

' the same field in the 1984 champi- 
l onship game.
«■ Valdosta took control early, 

storming to a 21-0 halftime lead.
1 The Wildcats drove 60 yards in 

nine plays, with quarterback Greg 
)Talley diving over from the 1 with 

6:54 left in the first period. Valdos­
ta scored in the second period on a 
10-play, 77-yard march on another 
1-yard dive by Talley. The senior 
quarterback then hit tight end 
Charles Steward with a 40-yard

T

scoring pass with 1:07 left.
JJ ( Central didn't get a first down 

until its first possession of the sec­
ond half, but a play later, Valdosta 

' defensive back Walt Gill caught a 
fumble in midair and rambled 48 
yards to the Gladiator 1. Fullback 
James Roberts scored on the next 
play to make it 28-0 with 8:54 left 
in the third period.

. Central finally threatened in the
fourth quarter, but was stopped in­
side the Valdosta 10 with 2:14 left.

1984
VALDOSTA 21, CENTRAL 14 

— The Wildcats were 14-0 and top 
ranked by USA Today, while Cen­
tral was 13-1. "
' Tailback Tony Anderson put 
Valdosta ahead in the first quarter 
when he capped a six-play, 44- 
yard drive with a 1-yard run on the 
Wildcats' first possession.

Central tied it up in the second 
quarter on a 1-yard run by tailback 
Doug Davenport and it was tied at 
the half.

Central scored on its first pos­
session of the third quarter when 
Davenport went in from the 1 to cli­
max a 15-play, 78-yard drive and 

t led 14-7 going into the final period. 
, Valdosta's offense got tough

, when it had to, marching 80 yards, 
; with Anderson diving in from the 2.

The score was tied with 9:57 left in 
' the game.

■k

After the Valdosta defense 
stuffed Central after the ensuing 
kickoff, Anderson almost single­
handedly won the game. He field­
ed the Gladiators’ punt at his 38 
and wasn't stopped until he w^s 
knocked out of bounds at the 3. He 
went in from there on a sweep with 
6:22 left.

Anderson and Davenport 
scored all the touchdowns in .this 
“Game of the Tailbacks.”

1977
CENTRAL 16, VALDOSTA 14 

— Ironically, the only Wildcat team 
to lose in a state championship 
meeting between the two schools 
may have been the best of them 
all.

All-America quarterback Buck 
Belue led the Wildcats into the 
game 12-1 after Valdosta's first 
loss in history to crosstown archri­
val Lowndes, 7-2, during the regu­
lar season. Central was 13-0.

The title at stake was the last 
AAA championship — Class AAAA 
wasn't created until the following 
year.

Valdosta was put in a 16-0 hole 
early. The Gladiators used a 61- 
yard drive engineered by quarter­
back Jim Bob Harris and capped 
by a 4-yard scoring run by tailback 
Stan Davis to take a 7-0 lead on 
their first possession.

After the ensuing kickoff, Val­
dosta was backed up to its 9 by a 
penalty, and Belue was knocked 
out of the end zone while trying to 
pass to make it 9-0 with 7:46 still 
left in the first period.

Central safety Lionel Huff put 
the Gladiators on the board for the 
last time in the game when he 
went 54 yards with a Belue pass 
that had hit Frank Council in the 
hands and bounced high in the air.

Valdosta stormed back on a 
three-play, 78-yard drive, with Be­
lue hitting wide receiver John Last- 
inger with a 32-yard scoring pass. 
Belue ran for two to make it 16-8 at 
the end of the first quarter.

The Wildcats scored on the last 
play of the third quarter when Be­
lue hit Council with a 28-yard 
strike, but Belue's run for two to tie 
the score was stopped a yard 
short.

Valdosta drove 72 yards to the 
Central 14 but faced a fourth-and-8 
with 1:23 left. Steady Robert Bald­
win came in to try a 31-yard field 
goal, well within his straightaway 
kicking range.

Central coach Billy Henderson 
called two timeouts as the Wildcats 
came up to the line, and the strate­
gy may have worked. The snap to 
holder was high and Belue had to 
pull it down quickly. Baldwin hit it 
low, and though the kick was true, 
it floated high and came down 10 
yards short.

Central ran out the clock, but 
Belue spoke for the Wildcats.

"I know talk is cheap, but I think 
we're a better team than they are," 
he said after the game. “We just 
gave them too many breaks.”

— Lawrence Dennis
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Valdosta High’s Natasha Johnson and Jen­
nifer Launey close the gap on a Lanier

County player Saturday ni^ht in Lakeland — 
Tinies Photo by Paul Leavy.

Early Coffee Pins

Wildcats Whip 
Lanier County
VHS Gets Doubleheader Sweep

By GREG McILVAff 
Tinies Sports Editor

Coffee High coach Bud Drew 
expected a tough day of competition 
Saturday at Valdosta High’s four- 
team wrestling tournament.

What he and the Trojans got was 
three victories, including a 45-24 
day-ending stunner over the host 
Wildcats.

“I didn’t think we would coming 
up here,” Drew said about the three 
wins. “I was looking at Valdosta 
being real strong. In a tournament 
you never know what is going to 
happen.” -

What propelled the Trojans past 
the Wildcats (10-2) was a quick start 
through the lower weight classes. A 
decision plus four straight pins — by 
Rodney Pope, Anthony Lott, Stacy 
Grady and Ricky Lomax — gave 
Coffee a 27-0 lead.

“Anytime you get ahead a bit 
that’s going to give you some self­
confidence,” said Drew. “ That really 
was a deciding factor in the match. 
We got a little bit ahead and got the 
edge. That helps.”

“That was a hard deficit to come 
back on. But we say the best excuse

Wrestle
From Page ID

ley included 119-pounder Lott (two 
pins, decision); 125-pounder Grady 
(two pins, forfeit); heavyweight Tim 
Tyson (pin, two decisions) and 112- 
pounder Pope and 189-pounder 
Harper (two pins, one loss).

Coffee had beaten Lowndes 56-16 
and Fayette 38-26 in earlier 
matches.

Valdosta won its first two matches 
of the day, beating Fayette 44-20 and 
Lowndes 62-12. In the Fayette 
match. Valdosta was down six points

/Is nd excuse,” said VHS coach John 
Davis. “We got beat by a better 
team tonight. We’ve just got a lot of 
hard work in front of us.”

Valdosta did get it within 27-15 on 
a decision won by Justin Bridges 
and pins by Jason Finland and 
Chuck Bonner, but a Valdosta forfeit 
at 152 pounds followed by Brandon 
Bailey’s third pin of the day, this 
over Jason Griffin in 1:44, sealed the 
win.

“I was worried a bit, but my 160 
(Bailey) did a good job,” said Drew.

A big surprise came with Lomax’ 
pin. “ I just wanted to keep from him 
getting pinned. That was my words 
to him, and he went out and 
reversed it,” Drew said.

Valdosta was led by 189-pounder 
Ryan Moorman, who recorded two 
pins and a 4-3 decision over Coffee’s 
Scott Harper. Moorman’s two pins 
came in 13 and 19 seconds.

Bonner also had two pins and a 
decision. Bridges had two pins and a 
draw, while 103-pounder Tim Gar­
land, 119-pounder Chris Thigpen 
and and 140-pounder Jason Finland 
each had two pins and a loss.

Coffee’s top wrestlers behind Bai-
See WRESTLE, Page 3D

(20 14) before ripping off five 
straight pins in the final matches.

Mark Bagley (decision) and Rob­
ert McDougle (pin) recorded Low­
ndes’ only match-wins of the day. 
Lowndes and Fayette did not wres­
tle.

The Vikings also had 171-pounder 
John Davis suffer a neck injury ip 
his match against Valdosta’s Derrick 
Phillips. Davis was taken from the 
gym on a stretcher and taken to 
South Georgia Regional Medical 
Center, where he was listed in good 
condition Saturday night.

By CHRIS BECKHAM
Tinies Assistant Sports Editor

LAKELAND — With a break in 
their subregion schedules, the Val­
dosta High Wildcats and Lady Wild­
cats had a chance to gain some 
confidence and prove to themselves 
that they could play well on the 
road. They were not disappointed in 
the result.

The Lady Wildcats outscored the 
Lady Bulldogs of Lanier County 24-4 
in the first quarter and rolled to an 
easy 60-29 win. The Bulldogs of Lan­
ier. County hung a little bit tougher 
in the boys’ game but they also vic­
tim to a more powerful squad, losing 
69-46.

The Wildcats go to 7-5 with the 
win while the Lady Wildcats are 
now 10-2.

The damage to the Lady Bulldogs’ 
ego could have been much worse 
had it not been for guard Tawanna 
Moore, who poured in 21 on her 
team’s 29 points. Meanwhile, the 
Lady Wildcats took the suspense out 
of the game early, feeding the ball 
inside to their inside duo of Cassan­
dra Twine and Esther Benjamin 
time and time again. Each finished 
the game with 12 points apiece.

Midway through the second half, 
Valdosta head coach Susan Mont­
gomery emptied her bench with 12 
players scoring at least a basket.

“We said before the game that we 
wanted to execute better and 
rebound a lot better,” Montgomery 
said. “We did that. We got everyone 
to play and they all took part in the 
win. We also did a good job from the 
free throw line.”

The Wildcats looked as if they 
would have just as easy a time in 
their game, jumping out to a 10-2 
advantage in the first quarter. Lan­
ier narrowed that gap some before a 
score and a free throw by Jason 
King and two free throws by Ernest 
Lowe stretched the lead to 17-8.

Lanier refused to quit and fought 
back to 23-19. Then King and Lowe 
took over

Boys Game 
Valdosta-Lanier
VALDOSTA (69) - Spencer Iverson 10, Major Lvnn 7, 
Jason King 21, James Manning 10, Ernest Lowe 14, Corey 
Brazeal 2, Michael Moore 3, Tharon Lane 2.

LANIER COUNTY (46) - Jerome Williams 17, Martis 
Mack 12, Isaac Cannon 10, Terence Williams 3, Marcus 
McGriff 2, Joseph Clines 2.
Valdosta 
Lanier Co.

19 16 19 15-69 
12 10 10 14-46

Records:Valdosta 7-5, Lanier County 3-9.
Next Game:Valdosta at Bainbridge (Friday, Jan. 19).

Girls Game
VALDOSTA (60) — Tracy Troutman 7, Dede Dennis 4, 
Laura Dennis 4, Amanda McGhin 2, Shannon West 2, 
Esther Benjamin 12, Vashti Manning 8. Natasha Johnson 
I, Jennifer Louney 2, Cassandra Twine 12, Lisa Vincent 2, 
Janie Clark 4.

LANIER COUNTY (29) - Tawanna Moore 21, Paulette 
Brockington 2, Maxine McGriff 2, Tammy Williams 4.
Valdosta
Lanier Co.
Records: Valdosta 10-2.

24 17 13 06-60
04 09 06 10-2?

three-point play, hit two free throws 
while Lowe bombed in a 3-pointer 
from the corner and slammed home 
two more to put Valdosta up by 11 
late in the first half. The Wildcats 
led 35-22 at halftime.

The second half of the third quar­
ter finally put the game out of reach. 
A hook shot by Michael Moore and 
two scores by King made the lead 
44-26 with 3:53 left in the third. 
Later, a drive and a putback by 
Spencer Iverson, another score by 
King and two free throws by Lowe 
ended the quarter with Valdosta up 
54-32.

“ We looked like we were playing a 
little angry’ and upset at the way we 
had been playing the last couple of 
game,” head coach John Miller said. 
“ We won on the road and despera­
tely needed to do that. Rebounding 
is just going to be a problem all year 
with our size. I thought we played 
hard but we could play better.”

Both Wildcat squads will take 
almost a week off before traveling to 
subregion rival Bainbridge next Fri­
day night. The Wildcats will be 
looking for their first subregion win 
against the undefeated Bearcats 
while the Lady Wildcats look to keep 
their subregion record unblemished. 
They are currently 4-0.

In B-team action Saturday night, 
Matt Baker was perfect on 14 free 
throw attempts as he hit 30 points 

sta won 64-48.



Wildcat Teams

Jeannette Coody, community involvement team chairperson 
for Levi Strauss Co. in Valdosta, watches as Valdosta High 
School seniors Stephanie Oliver (foreground) and Carma 
Wright use the new medical library videotape system made pos­
sible by a Levi grant — Times Photo by Paul Leavy.

New VHS Library
Focuses On Nursing 
Ap^I_zJ^JugJ^--i34U^ fually watching it,” Ms McGhin said. 
By LAURA JOHNSl “We’re not only facing a nursing

---- -  shortage — we’re facing a shortage 
in all medical fields. That’s why it’s 
important that we show students all 
that is available to them.”

Times Staff Writer____________________

Since Valdosta High School set up 
a medical library in December, 
health occupations students there 
say understanding and performing 
the duties of medical professions is 
much easier.

VHS was able to set up the library 
after the school was given a $4,500 
grant by Valdosta’s Levi Strauss and 
Co., said Janie McGhin, a registered 
nurse who has been teaching at VHS 
for about two years.

The library consists of medical 
books which are not available in the 
school’s main library and “vision 
centers,” computer monitors and 
screens which allow a student to in­
sert a videotape and watch instruc­
tional programs related to nursing.

“You don’t have to have (the tea­
cher) show you what to do, and it’s 
always more interesting to see what 
you’re studying rather than just read 
about it,” said VHS senior Anita Mat- 
chett. „

Another senior, Carma Wright, said 
watching the videos helps her better 
understand textbook material.

Ms. McGhin said she purchased 
about 30 books, 21 videotapes on ba­
sic nursing skills and three video 
monitors.

“They (the students) see pictures 
in a book, but it’s not the same as ac-

Ms. McGhin worked to get the 
grant with Jeanette Coody, Levi 
Strauss’ Community Involvement 
Team chairman. The Levi team 
grants funds to various community 
projects each year, Ms. Coody said.

“We evaluate the needs and the 
segment of the community being 
reached. We try to reach all seg­
ments of the community,” she said. 
“ We had never helped Valdosta High 
School. We had helped other schools 
- especially elementary schools.”

Without Levi’s grant, VHS would 
not have been able to establish a 
medical library, Ms. McGhin said.

Take Two Paths 
™l— J vefyTThe last couple of games, we’ve 

played good defense in the third and 
fourth quarters. We don’t want to get 
behind early and play catch up. We 
want to jump out quick.” .

The Lady Wildcats are led by their 
potent one-two inside punch of senior 
Cassandra Twine and sophomore Es­
ther Benjamin. They will be joined by 
junior Laura Dennis, sophomore Na­
tasha Johnson, junior Vashti Mam 
ning, freshman Shannon West and 
sophomore Dede Dennis as regulars 
on the court. .

Last season, the Lady Wildcats ad­
vanced through the subregion tour­
nament. and the region tournament 
before losing in the first round of the 
state playoffs. Most of the 1989-90 
squad was on the team last year and 
Montgomery hopes the experience 
gained last year will pay off on the

By CHRIS BECKHAM 
Times Assistant Sports Editor

Both Valdosta High basketball 
squads are entering the Region 1- 
AAAA South tournament today with 
winning records. But one’s road to a 
subregion title will be a bit tougher 
and a little longer than the other s.

The Lady wildcats finished their 
season with a 14-7 record and an 8-2 
mark in the subregion. With that, 
they earned a first-round bye in the 
tourney and will face the winner of 
today’s Lowndes-Tift County game. 
Head coach Susan Montgomery is 
not making any predictions about 
who her first opponent will be. But to 
her it doesn’t make much difference.

“Regardless of who we play, were 
going to have to control the tempo ot 
the game. Against Lowndes, we 
would like to get them into a halt­
court game and take away their 
break. Against Tift County, we would 
like to contain their outside shooters 
because that’s what they like to do, 
Montgomery said. “Whoever we play 
first, we’ll have to play good defensi-

Valdosta
From Page 2-B

I think this year’s team knows it’s 
crunch time. We’ve been playing the 
last several game like it’s our last 
one and I think we just want it 
more.”

Meanwhile, the Wildcats will have 
to earn their right for a shot at the 
title the hard way. Valdosta begins 
the tournament this afternoon with 
a 5:30 game against the Lowndes 
Vikings. During the regular season, 
LHS swept its crosstown riyals but 
head coach John Miller hopes the 
third time is a charm.

‘ Lowndes, is a good team but 
we’re just approaching this as a 
region tournament game. We want 
to keep playing and, to do that, 
we've got to beat Lowndes,” Miller 
said “We know who we’re playing 
and that they're our rivals but we’re 
trying to put more emphasis on 
advancing.”

court now. „ .,
“I feel sure it will help, said 

Montgomery. “I felt like we had a 
good team last year but we didnt 
have anyone who had experienced 
playing on that level. Now we do and

See VALDOSTA, Page 4-B

Aside from host Bainbridge, no 
team would seem to have an advan­
tage on the Bearcats’ court. But if 
Miller can’t host the tourney, Bain­
bridge would definitely be his sec­
ond pick. Nearly a month ago, the 
Wildcats pulled a huge upset by edg­
ing the previously-unbeaten Bear­
cats, 83-80. When Bainbridge visited 
Valdosta, the game was_ close

throughout before Bainbridge pre­
vailed.

The Wildcats will have one of 
their top scorers and rebounders, 
senior Jason King, back in the 
lineup tonight. King missed the last 
week of the regular season with 
chicken pox. He returned to practice 
Wednesday.

But Miller’s battles against inju-

ries and illnesses is not over yet. 
'Forward Ernest Lowe is suffering 

* from a sore neck muscle and will
not start against Lowndes although 
he should be able to play.

The Wildcat starting lineup will 
probably consist of center Michael 
Moore, forwards James Manning 
and Spencer Iverson and guards 
FarreH Scott and'Major Lynn.





Valdosta High’s Alton Hitson slides into home plate for the County. Pitcher Stephen Hiers is covering the plate after a wild 
Wildcats’ first run during Thursday’s 9-5 win over Brooks pitch — Tinies Photo by Paul Leavy

Wildcats Answer Wake-Up Call, 9-5
By CREC MclLVAlN
Times Sports Editor

The wake-up call came, and it was 
answered.

After watching Tim Lambert’s 
grand-slam home run — the wake-up 
call — sail over the left-field fence, 
the Valdosta High Wildcats rallied in 
the next two innings to take a 9-5 
high school baseball victory over 
Brooks County Thursday afternoon 
at Bazemore Field.

Valdosta scored three runs in the 
bottom of the third to answer Lam­
bert’s blast and tie the game, then 
plated five more runs in the fourth to 
break the tie for good. It was Valdos­
ta’s fourth win over Brooks this sea­
son — four of VHS’s five wins (5-5).

“That gets your attention, gets 
your head back in the game,” senior 
designated hitter Jason Nichols, who

b/ooks county VALDOSTA HIGH
ab r h bi ab r h bi

Barkley 3b-p 
Proctor If 
Barnes c 
Lambert cf 
Hiers P-ss 
Morton Ph 
JJones lb 
Williams pr 
Gregory 2b 
Hadley rf 
EJones ss-3b

Totals__________

2 10 1 Hitson cf-c
3 1 0 0 O'Brien c
4 0 10 Gage 2b
4 114 Bass c-p
4 0 10 Thornton rf
0 0 0 0 Nichols dh
2 0 0 0 Myers If
0 0 0 0 Akins rf
4 1 2 0Jarmilloss
2 0 0 0 Tarpley lb
1 1 0 0 Cullen 3b 

Carter cf
26 5 S S Totals

3 110 
0 0 0 0
3 111 
4 2 0 0
2 2 2 1
4 2 2 2
3 0)0 
0 0 0 0
3 0 11
3 0 0 0
2 110 
0 0 0 0

_27_99_5
BROOKS COUNTY 
VALDOSTA HIGH

004
103

001 0-5
500 -9

E-Hiers, Lambert, Proctor 2, Barkley, Gage, Jarmillo. 
DP-Valdosta 1. LOB-Brooks 8, Valdosta 5. HR-Lam- 
bert. SB-Gregory, Hitson, Myers, Jarmillo, Thornton 2, 
Nichols.

IP H R ER BB SO 
Brooks

Hiers L 4 7 9 6 3 2
Barkley 2 2 0 0 0 0

Valdosta
Waters 31-3 3 4 4 7 5
Bass W, 2-2 32-3 2 1 0 1 2

WP-Hiers 3, Waters 2. PB—Barnes. HP-Hitson (by 
Hiers).

had RBI singles in both the third and 
fourth, said of the home run.

“In our ballpark people are going 
to hit home runs. The problem is 
walking the three guys (ahead of 
him),” said Valdosta head coach

Charles Tarpley. “That’s what you 
hope you don’t do and he did it.”

The Wildcats — up 1-0 when Alton 
Hitson scored on a wild pitch in the 
first — got into the jam when starter 
Jamey Waters walked three of the 
first four batters to open the third. 
Waters ran the count to 3-2 on Lam­
bert, who promptly poked the next 
pitch toward Perimeter Road.

VHS began the comeback in the 
third off losing pitcher Stephen Hi­
ers. Nichols singled home the first 
run, and Steve Jarmillo brought 
home another run with an infield sin­
gle. Nichols tied the game when he 
came home on a passed ball.

Brooks threatened in the fourth, 
when Donnell Hadley and Eric Jones 
walked. Tarpley called on winning 
pitcher Ashley Bass to relieve Wa­
ters, and the ’Cats got out of the jam 
with a ground out and a strikeout.

“Ashley came in and did a good 
job and we got some runs,” said Tar­
pley- .

Valdosta mixed four hits with three 
Brooks errors to break the 4-4 tie. 
Rookie Gage snapped the deadlock 
with his sharp single to left, scoring 
Sean Cullen (single). Two errors and 
a fielder’s choice put Gage at third 
and Bass at second, then Byron 
Thornton (2-for-2) singled home 
Gage. Nichols plated Bass with a sin­
gle to left.

Thornton and Nichols later exe­
cuted a double steal, scoring Thorn­
ton. Nichols got the last run when he 
scored on a wild pitch.

Bass limited Brooks to two hits in 
the final 3% innings, giving up an un­
earned run in the sixth when Valdos­
ta’s defense broke down for tliree 
infield errors. Bass struck out two 
and walked one.

Biyan Gregory had two hits for 
Brooks.

Valdosta hosts Tift County in a 
sub-region game this afternoon.
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’Cats ’
Hopes 
Dashed 
vol&L JZ1111L
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Assistant Sports Editor

BAINBRIDGE-For eight 
minutes, the Valdosta High Wildcats 
thought they could do the unthink­
able. Staying close to the top-ranked 
Bainbridge Bearcats, the Wildcats 
had visions of a second upset in the 
Bearcats’ backyard.

Then reality hit home Bainbridge­
style.

The Bearcats ripped off a 10-2 run 
to begin the second quarter and 
dashed any upset notions by blowing 
out the Wildcats 80-53 in the second 
round of the Region 1-AAAA South 
playoffs here Friday night.

The Wildcats ended their season 
with a 13-10 record while Bainbridge 
rises to 18-2. The Bearcats will face 
Coffee High for the championship 
tonight at 8:30.

“ We got beat and we got beat bad 
but we had a good year,” said VHS 
head coach John Miller. ”I’m proud 
of our season and I think we turned 
the corner. It’s tough to beat this 
team (Bainbridge) anytime, but 
especially when you’ve already 
beaten them once.”

The Wildcats hoped that their out­
side shooters could get hot enough 
to pull off the upset as they did on 
Jan. 18 when they beat Bainbridge 
83-80. But the VHS’ top guns were 
not as hot Friday night and when 
they missed, they rarely got another 
chance. Bainbridge dominated with 
55 rebounds while Valdosta totalled 
a mere 19 boards.

“I’m sure the fact that they had 
already beaten us once this year 
pumped our team up. It’s easier to 
get up for a team that has proven 
they can beat you,” said Bainbridge 
head coach Larry Slaughter. ’’Val­
dosta is a good club with a lot of 
speed and quickness and two guys 
who can play inside. But our team 
was fired up tonight.”

Bainbridge started the game in 
typical Bearcat fashion by scoring 
the first seven points of the game. 
But after building a 17-7 lead, VHS 
started clicking and closed the gap. 
A 3-point play by James Manning,

See VALDOSTA, 2-B

Valdosta----------------
From Page 1-B 

two layups by Major Lynn and a 
dunk by Ernest Lowe tied the game 
at 17-17 with 1:01 left in the first.

Despite the quick comeback, the 
excitement to Valdosta’s season 
ended there. Bainbridge scored the 
next eight points and then gradually 
stretched its lead through the sec­
ond period. They scored the last 
eight points of the half and came out 
just as strong by scoring the first six 
points of the second half to go 
ahead, 50-25.

From there, it was never a game. 
Bainbridge’s Willie Perry continually 
bombed from the outside while 
Antonio Jones and Torrance Green 
made the most of their second and

third chances on the inside. A Perry 
layup put Bainbridge up by 30 points 
with 7:38 left to play.

A late Wildcat spurt closed the 
gap to 20 points but it was much too 
little and much too late.

“ We could’ve just laid down but 
we didn’t give up,” Miller said. “We 
got killed on the backboards but it 
wasn’t because of lack of effort. I’m 
really proud of these seniors. I feel 
like this program is headed in the 
right direction.”

Perry led Bainbridge with 20 
while Green added 18 and Jones 
had 16. Jason King led his team in 
his final high school game with 13 
points. Senior guard Major Lynn 
added 10.

VALDOSTA vs. BAINBRIDGE
VALDOSTA (53) — Spencer Iverson 3, James Manning 

lb Ernest Lowe 8, Jason King 13, Major Lynn 10, Michael 
Moore 8.

BAINBRIDGE (80) — Willie West 4, Charles Burke 9, 
Tony Webb 8, Willie Perry 20, Bernard Hamilton 4, Ter­
ence Green 18, Antonio Jones 16, David Curry 2.
VALDOSTA 17 8 14 14-53
BAIN8RI00 6 . - 19 25 22 13 - 80

Records:Valdosta 13-10, Bainbridge 18-2.

Wednesday, March 7, 1990 A-7
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VHS Takes On ‘Foreign’ Competition
Valdosta High School students 

competed in the Foreign Language 
Association of Georgia at Shiloh High 
School on Saturday.

After competing in areas of French 
and Spanish, Valdosta students 
earned 10 awards. First place win­
ners vere Brandon Lovett French 
I), Holy Rentschler (French fl), Jen­
nifer Matthews (Spanish I), and 
Michelle Buckland (Spanis/i III for 
native ‘peakers).

Amoig the second place winners 
were Wendy McConnell (Spanish II), 
and John Ramey (Spanishlll).

Valdosta High 
School

^# NEWS
Written and Compiled

By VHS Students

Third place winners included Mar­
gaux Laskey (French I), Jimmy 
Green (French II), Chris Spurlock 
(French III) and Brook Bearden 
(Spanish I). Other competitors in­
cluded Christa Olson (French III) 
and Anita Matchett (Spanish II). 
Chaperones were Elsie Nicholas and 
Nancy Light.

Y-Club Thanks
The Alpha-Iota-Omega Y-Club at 

Valdosta High School thanks the

following club members for joining 
in and making all school and com­
munity projects for the month of 
February a success:

Dede Burgess, Chassity Loving, 
Dashanti Jefferson, Michael Seago, 
Karen Cain, Ada Burch and Vira 
Jones.

Secretary Dashanti Jefferson re­
minds all club officers and mem­
bers that the Christian Life 
Conference will be held May 4-6 at 
Norman Park.









&£

(JD

C w w w

E w ^3

.52 .SP

> 
as

c •§ £ 

s. -eQ£ O boo

X 
o

< c < o o g as g fi 43 
q bo o *-»

^ £ S ^ 
bo “

£
CD 
5

5" 4>

S ^

R i bO m
2 <ug.Sc 0)

a bo

CD

w 
as GO-a u w * .§ o

c bo £

“S^S

Sm bo

Sot: «

2?

2 *

S£b

s
X

w 5 ^
C/3

,*_> OD qj



c^

s



Mike Johnson
Silences ’Cats

Times Sports Writer

Valdosta High needed more than 
the cold weather to cool down Low­
ndes High Vikings’ pitcher Mike 
Johnson.

The right-handed sophomore fin­
ished just one pitch away from the 
record books, tossing a one-hitter in 
a 4-1 victory over crosstown rival 
Valdosta in the sixth annual Rebel 
Classic baseball tournament at Billy 
Grant Field. J

Johnson pitched seven innings, al­
lowed no earned runs, while striking 
out 10 Wildcat batters to record his 
first win.

“I had no idea that this would hap­
pen, and I didn’t think I would pitch 
a no-hitter,” said Johnson. “The de­
fense behind me tonight was great 
and when you get that, it makes your 
job on the mouna a lot easier.

“I thought that my curve ball was 
very effective for me and the high in­
side pitch worked well,” he said. “A 
start like this can only help me and 
my teammates. It was a big win for 
us.”

The win improves the Vikings’ 
overall season record to 2-0, but 
more importantly puts them into Fri­
day’s championship game opposite 
the host Berrien County Rebels. Val­
dosta remains winless after two 
games.

“It’s early in the year, but I like the 
attitude of our players,” said Low­
ndes High head coach Steve Kebler. 
“I was very surprised by the hitting 
of our team tonight and was happy 
for Mike. He pitched a super game. 
I’m just glad to be in the 
championship for the kids.”

For Valdosta head coach Charles 
Tarpley, it was too much of a repeat 
of his team’s opening loss to Berrien 
on Tuesday.

“We had the same type of thing to­
night that we had Tuesday. Pretty 
good pitching, but no defense or hit­
ting,” said Tarpley. “You would think 
that we could get two good perfor­
mances . out of more than just one 
area. Right now, the pitching is all 
we’ve been able to do.”

Valdosta’s lone hit came off the bat 
of second baseman Rookie Gage on a 
single to center with two outs in the 
sixth inning.

The Vikings racked up four runs 
on eight hits led by catcher Greg 
Powell and right fielder Chris Over­
man. Both went 2-for-3, with Powell 
having an RBI.

Rebel Classic 
At A Glance!

Berrien County 
Lowndes High.. 
Valdosta High 
Brooks County.

.2-0 

.2-0 

.0-2 

.0-2

TUESDAY'S RESULTS 
at Nashville

Dr. Frank Carter Field
Lowndes 4, Brooks 2
Berrien 7, Valdosta 4

WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 
at Valdosta State College 

Billy Grant Field
Berrien 11, Brooks 6 
Lowndes 4, Valdosta 1

TODAY’S GAMES 
at Nashville 

Dr. Frank Carter Field 
4:30 — Valdosta vs. Brooks 
7:30 — Berrien vs. Lowndes

FRIDAY’S GAMES 
at Valdosta State College

Billy Grant Field 
4:30 — Valdosta vs. Brooks 
7:30 — Berrien vs. Lowndes

After a grounder by Alton Hitson 
scored teammate Authur McConne- 
head, giving Valdosta an early 1-0 
lead, the Vikings pounded out three 
hits in the bottom of the fourth to tie 
it at 1-1.

Two errors in the fifth allowed Vi­
king second baseman Richard Scoby, 
who walked to start the inning, to 
score and give his team a 2-1 lead. In 
the sixth, the Vikings put it away 
scoring a pair of runs. After a leadoff 
triple by Houston George, Powell’s 
single to left gave LHS a 3-1 advan­
tage. Three batters later, Powell 
came around to score on a Valdosta 
error.

Valdosta committed five errors in 
all and 10 errors in their opening two 
games combined.
vALooYiF^ A wildcats
Hitson c 
Gage 2b 
Bass p 
Thornton rf 
Akins cf 
Tarpley lb 
Cullen 3b 
McConhead If 
Nichols dh 
Jormillo ss

Totals
Valdosta High
Lowndes High

E-Tarpley 3,

ab r h bi
3 0 0 1
3 0 10
3 0 0 0
10 0 0
3 0 0 0
3 0 0 0
3 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

23 1 1 1

LOWNDES 
Scoby 2b 
Gilbert cf 
Booker ss 
Morey dh 
Burns pr 
Johnson p 
George lb 
Albritton pr 
Powell c 
Whiddon pr 
Scruggs 3b 
Overman rf
Totals

1 
ab r h bi

4 0 0 0
3 0 10
0 0 0 0

001

0 10 0
3 0 2 1
0 10 0
2 0 0 0
3 0 2 0

26 4 8 1 
000 0-1 
112 x-4

. - VT'”' 7' Cullen 2, George, Johnson. L0B-Val- 
dosta 3, Lowndes 8. 3B—Gilbert, George. SB—Scoby, Gil-
bort.

Valdosta
Bass L, 0-1

Lowndes
Johnson W, 1-0 
WP- Johnson. PB—!

IP

Hitson, Powell.

H R ER BB SO

8 4 13 0

1 I 0 2 10
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Berrien Takes
’Cats’ Charity
6th Rebel Classic Begins
By STAN GRUBB 
Times Sports Writer

NASHVILLE - Valdosta High 
was in a giving mood and the Ber­
rien County High Rebels simply 
took what they needed.

Charles Tarpley’s Wildcats com­
mitted four errors which resulted in 
a four-run sixth inning to help Ber­
rien County to a 7-4 victory in Game 
No. 2 of the 6th annual Rebel Clas­
sic. ,

The Rebel Classic moves to VSC’s 
Billy Grant Field today for a pair of 
games which includes a 4:30 p.m. 
battle between Berrien County (1-0) 
against Brooks County (1-3). The 
7:30 p.m. contest will pit Valdosta (0­
1) against crosstown rival Lowndes

1 Valdosta’s hard-luck loser in this 
case was Seain Cullen, who allowed 
just two earned runs on just five 
hits. Unfortunately for him, he 
played only one position on this
n>ght- ! . .

“I had heard going in that they 
had only one pitcher with experi­
ence and it put them in a tough 
spot. But we made a lot of mistakes 
too. What happened to them in the 
one inning is part of baseball and 1 
have no control over what the other 
team does,” said Berrien County 
head coach Mark Murad. “It’s a win 
for us, and I’m very happy.”

Tarpley was very complementary 
towards his starter and pointer out 
that his defense let him down.

“He (Cullen) is all I have really. 
The kid pitched good enough to win 
and all of that mess happened,” said 
Tarpley. “Going into, or at least 1 
thought, that we had a decent 
defense. When someone scores four 
runs and no hits in the inning there 
is nothing else you can say.”

Valdosta rallied from an early 1-0 
Berrien County lead to take a 4-1 
advantage behind the hitting of 
catcher Ashley Bass and first base­
man Brad Tarpley. .

The Wildcats scored three runs in 
the fourth inning. The opening two 
runs came on a single by Tarpley, 
which scored Bass and Mike Akins. 
Tarpley’s single chased Berrien 
starter Riley O’Berry for sophomore 
reliever Chris Walker. Walker’s 
bases-loaded walk to Shannon 
Myers gave VHS a 3-1 lead. Tarpley 
had three RBI to lead VHS.

Tarpley then scored Bass, who 
singled, on a sacrifice fly to center 
in the fifth increassing the lead to 4-

■———

1-0 
.1-0 
.0-1 
.0-1

ab r h bi
2 0 0 1
4 0 0 0

Berrien County......................
Lowndes High.......................
Valdosta High.......................
Brooks County......................

TUESDAY’S RESULTS 
at Nashville 
Rebel Field

Lowndes 4, Brooks 2
Berrien 7. Valdosta 4

TODAY’S GAMES
at Valdosta State College 

Billy Grant Field
4:30 — Berrien vs. Brooks
7 30 — Lowndes vs. Valdosta

THURSDAY’S GAMES 
at Nashville 
Rebel Field

4:30 — Valdosta vs. Brooks
7 30 — Berrien vs. Lowndes

FRIDAY’S GAMES 
at Valdosta State College 

Billy Grant Field
4:30 — consolation game 
7:30 — championship game

4
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2 2 0 0

Quiet Lunch
Carol Busch (left) and Faye Nitschke, both Valdosta High 

School office staff employees, get away from the desks and 
enjoy a quiet lunch on the banks of the pond in front of VHS 
- Times Photo by Mike Tanner

REBELS 7, WILDCATS 
- ■ BERRIEN

Berrien cut the VHS lead to 4-3 in 
the bottom of the fifth inning on two 
runs. After an opening single by 
Danny Roberts and a walk to 
Walker, Roberts then scored on a 
Valdosta error. One batter later, 
Scottie Bennett singled to right 
scoring Walker to make it 4-3.

Walker, O’Berry, Michael Spells 
and Derrick Cornelius all scored in 
the wild sixth inning — all by way of 
errors. , , t

The Rebels accounted for four 
runs with a single hit and just two 
walks. Walker got his first varsity 
win in relief of O Berry.

VALDOSTA 
Myers If 
Gage If 
Bass c 
Akins rf 
Thornton dh 
Torpley lb 
Cullen p 
Jarmillo ss 
Hitson cf 
Totals 
Valdosta High 
Berrien County

2 0 0 0
3 0 0 0
2 0 0 0

Roberts rf 
Walker dh-p 
O’Berry p ss 
Spells cf 
Bennett 2b 
Danforth If 
Sellars 3b 
Lovein 1b 
Cornelius c 
Totals

000
010

3 0 0 0
3 0 11
3 10 0

29 7 5 2
310 0-4
024 x-7

E-Jarmillo 3, Gage, Green, Bennett, Sellars. LOB 
Valdosta 7, Berrien 9. 2B-O’Berrv, Lovcin. SB-Carter 2,
Boss, Danforth. SF— Tarp’iy.

Valdosta
Cullen L, 0-1

Berrien County
O'Berry
Walker W, 10

HB-Hitson (by Walker). 
BALK-Walker

IP H R ER BB SO

31-3
3 2-3

2 3 2 4
2 0

WP-Cullen, O'Berry 2.



Slam Trojans, 14-3
By CHRIS BECKHAM 
Times Assistant Sports Editor

Not much went well for the 
Brooks County Trojans Friday 
afternoon at Billy Grant Field. But 
at least, the consolation game of the 
sixth annual Rebel Classic brought 
to a merciful end four merciless 
beatings in four long days.

For the second day in a row, it 
was the Valdosta Wildcats who 
gained the upperhand on Brooks 
and, once ahead, they never looked 
back. After receiving five runs in the 
first inning on only one hit, the Wild­
cats breezed to a 14-3 win and a 
third-place finish in the tournament.

The Trojans ended the tourney 
with an 0-4 mark. But it was worse 
than that.

“ It’s good to win,” said VHS head 
man Charles Tarpley. “ We didn’t hit 
it but we didn’t have to. They’re wild 
and they gave it to us. They walked 
us about 13 times and when they 
walk your leadoff hitters a lot, you’re 
going to get some runs.”

The Wildcats took advantage of 
the 13 walks and five errors on the 
part of the Trojans while punching 
out seven hits of their own. No Wild­
cat gained more than one hit but no 
one needed to. During the last three 
frames, Tarpley emptied his bench 
to let most of the younger players 
on the squad get in some action. 
Senior starter Sean Cullen picked 
up the win.

After the five-run first, Valdosta 
scored three runs in the second, two 
in the third and one in the fifth and

three in the sixth. Aside from Cul­
len, sophomore Jamey Waters and 
freshman Steven Everson saw time 
on the mound.

“Just like last night, this win 
helps us. It gives us some confi­
dence. We pitched some young guys 
and they got some good work,” Tar­
pley added. “ We’ve got over another 
week before our region schedule 
starts. We would’ve liked to have 
done better in this tournament. 
Lowndes looks like they have a cou­
ple of good pitchers so it’ll be tough 
when we see them later. But I guess 
if I had my choice, I’d rather lose to 
them now and beat them later.”

Brooks will get four days of rest 
before trying to get back at the 
Wildcats. They host Valdosta in 
Quitman next Tuesday in both 
teams’ next contest.

Times Staff Writer dosta was a great place to grow up.”
Today, New has a “ great job,” is married to the 

former Mary Jessica Blanton, and has three chil­

Vale&ws Hold Bi§ DreamsRv i AirRA inHrfs—^^ »-------------------- - neenn& His ultimate goal is to be a corporate law- “Those skills I use everyday,” New said. “ Val-
_/ _ . J ver for an engineering firm. dosta was a great nlace to grow un ”yer for an engineering firm.

Valdosta High School senior Sharisa Hope, With summer approaching, the Jocal job mar- 
left, prepares a fast foqd order for a waiting ket appears healthy for youths willing to work 
customer at McDonald’s on U.S. Highway 84. — Times Photo by Mike Tanner.

Valdosta and Lowndes high schools’ valedictori­
ans have big dreams, and judging from the track 
records of their 10-year predecessors, there should 
be no trouble making those dreams reality.

“I’ve always wanted to be a doctor,” said 17- 
year-old Alison Williams, Lowndes High School’s 
1989-90 valedictorian. “I really want to do some­
thing in the medical field.”

Miss Williams, whose academic average of 97.59 
is the third highest in the school’s history, is the 
first black student to be honored as valedictorian 
and star student.

The daughter of Herbert and Alice Williams of 
Valdosta, Miss Williams plans to attend Georgia 
Technical Institute. Although she is not exactly 
sure what she’ll major in, she is strongly consid­
ering biomedical engineering.

This year’s Valdosta High School valedictorian, 
James Inman, also has high aspirations.

“ I want to work as a lawyer for an engineering 
firm,” said Inman, the son of Lt. Col. Ralph and 
Mrs. Sandra Inman. “I’ve been with the military 
all my life, so I’d like to stay in one place and im­
prove myself within a single company.”

Inman plans to attena Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville, Tenn., to major in mechanical engi-

“Number One is something I’ve always wanted 
to be,” he said. Not only does Inman have a per­
fect grade point average, but he has excelled in 
athletics as well. During his freshman, sophomore 
and junior years, Inman played varsity golf and 
tennis, concentrating only on tennis in his senior 
year.

“I’ve tried to mold myself into the image of a 
true athlete,” he said.

Dreams as high as these filled the two schools’ 
valedictorians 10 years ago.

William David New, 1979-80 VHS valedictorian, 
attended Georgia Tech where he earned a degree 
in industrial engineering in 1984. He began work­
ing for IBM Inc., in North Carolina, as an indus­
trial engineer after graduating from college.

Two years later, New was transfered to IBM’s 
marketing division, and two promotions ago, he 
became an advisory assistant engineer for insur­
ance accounts.

He attributes much of his success to his high 
school education. “ I felt college was a continuation 
of high school. I never felt overwhelmed,” he said.
• Much of the problem-solving skills New devel­
oped in high school and in college have helped 
him advance with IBM, he said.

dren: six-year-old Charles, three-year-old Lauren 
and four-month-old Camille.

He is looking forward to his high school reunion 
in June. “It’ll be fun to see how people have 
changed over the years,” he said.

LHS’s 1979-80 valedictorian, Royce Oliver, is still 
fulfilling his dreams. He is currently finishing his 
first of three years at Columbia Law School in 
New York, N.Y.

“I don’t think I knew when I was a senior in 
high school that I would go to law school,” Oliver 
said. “ It wasn’t till my junior year in college that I 
decided to go.”

In 1984, Oliver graduated with honors from Har­
vard University, where he earned a degree in eco­
nomics. Several eye operations kept Oliver at 
home in Valdosta recovering before he entered 
law school last year.

Because his father was in the military and 
moved around a lot, Oliver spent only his senior 
year at LHS. But that year holds many fond mem­
ories for him.

“I miss big-time high school football,” he said. 
Oliver and one of his friends kept statistics at LHS 
games.



VHS Students Make Honor Roll
Principal William Alrich has an­

nounced the honor roll students for 
Valdosta High School for the fifth 
sixth weeks.

Thaddeus Agar, Desi Albritton, 
Gina Albritton, Simone Allen, John 
Allen, Larry Allen, Clint Allred, Vale­
rie Armstrong, Ruby Arnold, Mary 
Aycock, Matthew Baker, Russell 
Baker, Rachel Baliles, Maria Baratta, 
Laura Barbas, Becky Barnette, Al­
ison Bass, Christie Bauer, Linette 
Bauzo, Brook Bearden, Tamula Ber- 
rian, Joel Bius, Lesli Bius, Kelli 
Bland, Joel Boabight, Michelle Bos­
tock, Sherryl Boyd, Latesha Bradley, 
Eric Bramble, Derek Branham, Jus­
tin Bridges, Bayh Brindger, Jessica 
Brown, Latechia Brown, Keisha 
Brunson, Melissa Buckland, Kayse 
Budd, Michelle Burgess, Kathleen 
Burke, Stacy Burnett, Latonya Byrd, 
Ingrid Carroll, Angela Carter, Diane 
Carter, Spence Carver, Chris Cha- 
chere, Che Christie, Gregory Clark,

wards, Kelly Edwards, Jane Ed- son, Kenneth Lester, Sam Lightsey, 
wards, Bert Eidson, Jennifer Eidson, Alana Lovelace, Brandon Lovett, 
Steven Eppes, Peter Failor, Wilson Christie Lowe, Amy Lowery, Donna 
Faircloth, Lisa Felts, Andy Ferrell, ’------- ’ ............. -
Jason Finland, Victoria Finniessee,

Lowery, Janice Mallory, Ben Matson, 
----- -..—.-, ,.^.w..„ .....uwo^ Jennifer Matthews, Allison McAllis- 
Regina Hannigan, Meredith Fletcher, ter, Derick McBurrough, Amanda 
Luis Florcs, Ar.droa Ford, Liz Foster, McClellan, Marlin McClure, Ann Mc- 

R°bXn freeman, Cranie, Maggie McDonald, Tina Mc- 
_ _ Gee, Amanda McGhin, Jason

McGhin, Irish McGriff, Amanda Mc­
Henry, Tory McKinnon, Jessie Mc­
Mullen, Eric Miller, Courtney 
Minchew, Tiffany Minchew, Mary 
Minks, Kyle Mitchell, Nicole Mitchell, 
Reginald Mitchell, Beth Mitchell, Ce­
dric Mobley, Angela Moore, Ke- 
nyarda Moore.

Luis Flores, Andrea Ford, Liz Foster,’

Shonda Freeman, Sonia French, Sa­
brina Fuller, Rookie Gage, Addison 
Gaitor.

, Todd Coker.
Katherine Coleman, Will Coleman, 

Ryan Collins, Suzanne Conard, Ash­
ley Connell, Paige Cook, Ben Cope­
land, Melanie Cowart, Rebecca 

oyne, Tamara Crowe, Demetrius 
Daniels, Pamela Daniels, Suzette Da­
vidson, Carla Davis, Hilary Davis, 
Shannon Davis, Glaire Dempsey, 
Greg Denly, Garti Dennis, Kiska 
Dennis, Wayne Devane, Rose Dewar, 
Michelle Dewitt, Clark Drury, Shawn 
Eady, Beth Edwards, Jenny Ed-

James Galloy, Laverne Gamble, 
Kristin Ganas, India Giuly, Brenna 
Goff, Christopher Gomez, Julie Gor­
don, Felicia Gosier, James Grady, 
Deldra Gray, Shelia Gray, Jimmy 
Green, Chris Greene, Chris Gregg, 
Amy Griffin, Ward Griffin, Mose Grif­
fin, Parker Grow, Melissa Hale, Eu­
nice Hall, Kenneth Hall, Jennifer 
Halter, Lucretia Hand, Shalonda 
Hannans, Lisa Hargett, Angela 
Harper, Sandra Harris, Andreu Har­
rison, Marinese Hart, Rhonda Head, 
Cynthia Helms, Frederick Henton, 
Kevin Hiers, Stephanie Hinton, Sam 
Hogan, Laura Holland, Grant Hollen­
beck, Tammy Hoover, Monica Hope, 
Bill Howard, Matthew Hunt, Nathan 
Ingham, James Inman, Barbara Ison, 
Spencer Iverson, JJ Jack, Willie 
Jackson, Lemuel Jacobs, Crisie 
James.

Jenifer Jones, Tredessa Jones, 
Christine Jordan, Emily Josey, Mark 
Kassum, Erin Kelly, Tina Kerns, 
Amy Kilgard, Roy Kilgard, Wendy 
Kuter, Teresa Lamprey, Wanda 
Lane, Jennifer Launey, Theresa Law-

Pamela Moore, Ryan Moorman, 
Tangie Morrison, Meredith Mosby, 
Marcus Moss, Monica Motes, Melisse 
Mounger, Jill Mueller, Sarah Muntz, 
Mike Nestor, Jennifer Neyens, Nicola 
Norris, Robby Norris, Melissa Nor­
wood, Michael Norwood, Tim 
O’Brien, Ryan Ogden, Jodi Osborne, 
Elizabeth Owens, Jeffrey Paneth, He- 
mali Patel, Melissa Paulk, John 
Peeples, Jason Peters, Kordelya Pe­
terson, Ben Pitchford, Michael Pope, 
Celina Pye, Dan Rackley, Patricia 
Radney, William Raines, Sarita 
Rainey, Jamie Rainwater, John Ra­
mey, Scott Ramirez, Eddie Rawls, 
Mary Ann Rawls, Crystal Ray, Angela 
Redden, Nick Reed, Tami Reed, 
Holly Rentschler, David Richardson, 
Arthur Rizer, Tiffany Roan, Michael 
Roberts, Sirica Roberts, Dustin Rob­
inson, Myel Robinson.

David Roddey, Stephanie Rodgers, 
Janet Rogers, Allison Roush, Amy 
Rowe, Catherine Rowe, Robin Rowe, 
Jeremy Rowell, Kelly Rowell, Cynthia 
Rumph, Lattina Sadler, Ryan Sander­
son, Monica Savage, Latonya Scott, 
Lee Scott, Clarence Scurry, Margaret 
Sermons, Shayna Shapiro, Melody 
Shaw, Dayne Shelton, Christy Shep­
pard, Willie Simon, Sabrina Simpson, 
Tarnishia Sirmans, Rodney Small­
wood, Monica Smirnoff, Aimee Smith, 
Joyette Smith, Kalena Smith, Lake- 
shia Smith, Shelia V. Smith, Sheila D. 
Smith, Jason Sorrells, Greg Soshnik, 
Latonya Speed, Jennifer Spencer, 
Perlita Spencer, Charles Spray, Rich­
ard Starr, Bill Steinberg, Jennifer 
Steverson, Davidae Stewart, Andy 
Stone, Heather Strayhorn, Jennie 
Strickland, Julie Suggs, Bobby Sut­
ton, Brad Tarpley, Nathan Tart, 
Christina Taylor, Richard Thiele, 
Tanya Tovar, Tracy Troutman, Adam 
Van Nus, Deborah Van Nus, Miriam 
Vendemo, Lisa Vincent, Vickie Wade, 
Alysia Walker, John Walker, Lasha- 
ron Walker, Patty Warren, Jamey 
Waters, Jennifer Weaver, Kenya 
Webb, Christopher Wheeler, Melissa 
Wheeler, Cecile White, William 
Whitesell, Prorhonda Whitlock, Bara- 
tunde Williams, Debra Williams, Jef­
frey Williams, Kimberly Williams, 
Omega Williams, Shwanda Williams, 
Ginny Williams, Alfonza Willis, Antal- 
lia Wingate, Kelly Wingrove, Shunda 
Woods, Angeila Wright, Carma 
Wright, Michael Young, Scott Young­
blood, Shannon Yow.

By STAN GRUBB Bainbridge is 7-2 in the subregion, 
while Valdosta has lost its last twoTimes Sports Writer

Race To Region 1 -AAAA South

Valdosta DECA 
Students Honored

The Valdosta High School chap­
ter of Distributive Education Clubs 
of America (DECA) honored stu­
dents and businesses during its 
42nd Annual Employer-Employee 
feS'SS&e. VHS DECA 
marketing education coordinator, 
said the banquet is the club’s way 
of showing appreciation to employ­
ers for working with the program 
du^c^ntsywere also awarded for 
their accomplishments in DECA.
. Award winners are:

•Nekoosa Packaging Co. —Out- 
Bding Service Award. .

Community leaders and busi- 
;men Ron Butler, Rep. Robert 
en, D-Lakeland, and Mike Bass 

4-Life Membership Awards.
J •VHS student Traci Selph 
—Coordinator’s Award.

#VHS student Nikki Demott 
-Bobby Montague Memorial 
Award for Most Dependable Rookie 
of the Year. , _ ...
. eVHS student Charlie Smith 
—W.E. Glenn Award for Most Valu­
able DECA Member. .
{ •VHS student Jennie Stnctland 
- Warren Horton Memorial Award 
for Most Outstanding DECA Mem-

TM^°Mfinues
With the girls’ championship still 

to be decided, the Bainbridge Bear­
cats clinched the Region 1-AAAA 
boys’ South regular-season basket­
ball championship last Friday night.

The Bearcats (8-1) won the title 
by virtue of their 75-48 victory over 
the Colquitt County Packers in Bain­
bridge.

Now, the Bearcats will hope to 
continue their torrid pace through 
the 1-AAAA South boys’ tournament 
which will be held on their home 

I floor beginning Feb. 15.
The Bearcats finish out their 

region schedule Friday at Lowndes 
High.

The Lady Trojans from Coffee 
High School put themselves into the 
driver’s seat for the girls’ title with 
their victory last Friday over the 
Valdosta High Lady Wildcats. Coffee, 
who is at 6-1, leads the Lady Bear­
cats from Bainbridge and Valdosta 
High by a slim margin.

subregion outings to drop to 4-2 with 
four games remaining. Both of those 
losses came at the hands of the 
league-leaders Bainbridge and Cof­
fee.

The Lowndes High Vikettes and 
the Lady Blue Devils from Tift 
County are knotted with 3-5 subre­
gion marks each having a pair of 
games left. Colquitt County’s Lady 
Packers are winless at 0-8.

With their loss at Bainbridge, the 
Packers fell to 5-3 in the subregion 
with two games to be played against 
Coffee Friday, at home and Tuesday, 
Feb. 6, at Valdosta. On the heels of 
the Packers are Terry Wilkes’ surg­
ing Lowndes High Vikings at 4-4 
with a victory over Tift County last 
Friday.

Lowndes has two games remain­
ing against arch-rival Valdosta 
tonight at Valdosta and close out the 
subregion schedule at home versus 
the champion Bearcats on Friday.

The Coffee Trojans are 3-4, the

BOYS
x-Bainbridge
Colquitt County
Lowndes
Coffee
Tift County
Valdosta
x—clinched championship

GIRLS

8-1
5-3 
4-4
3-4 
2-6
1-5

6-1 
7-2 
4-2 
3-5 
3-5 
0-8 

remain­
ing: Tonight Lowndes at Val­
dosta; Coffee at Tift. Friday-

Coffee 
Bainbridge 
Valdosta 
Lowndes 
Tift County 
Colquitt County

Sub-region games

Bainbridge at Lowndes; Coffee 
at Colquitt; Tift at Valdosta. 
Feb. 6 - Colquitt at Valdosta. 
Feb. 9 - Coffee at Valdosta.

Blue Devils are 2-6 and Valdosta is 
1-5. But the Wildcats’ lone win was 
against Bainbridge on the Bearcats’ 
home floor less than two weeks ago.

Valdosta, on the other hand, has 
all four of its subregion games on 
the carpet at Valdosta High School. 
Valdosta’s opponents will include 
Lowndes, Tift County, Colquitt and 
Coffee.



VHS Students Witness London Riots
By LAURA JOHNS r
Times Staff Writer

“No poll tax” chants, broken glass 
and burned cars were witnessed 
first-hand by some Valdosta High 
School students and chaperones who 
were spring-breaking in London, En­
gland, on Saturday

“ It was very firightening,” said Jan 
Burns, a VHS teacher who went 
along on the trip of about 30 students 
and 10 chaperones whose nine-day 
vacation included visits to cities be­
tween Edinburgh, Scotland and Lon­
don.

Their final stop was London, on 
the first day of an anti-tax demon­
stration there.

A protest by 40,000 people against 
a new tax turned Englanders violent 
Saturday when thousands of mili­
tants smashed windows, set cars ab­
laze and battled police for several 
hours at Trafalgar Square and other 
London locations. Hundreds of peo­
ple were injured and hundreds were 
arrested.

Sixteen-year-old Nathan Tart, a ju­
nior at VHS, said he and his friend 
Jed Dennard, another VHS student, 
were stranded for a brief time in 
downtown London when the “tube” 
— or subway — was shut down as a 
result of the riots. Tart and Dennard 
walked to the riot scene to witness 
the event

“We were just real curious — we 
weren’t scared,” Tart said. “We got 
there after a big riot. They had pretty 
much put out all the fires by the time 
we got there. The bobbies (po­
licemen) told us the riots would 
come and go.”

6-A Wednesday, March 14, 1990

Valdosta High School teacher Jan Burns and gland with several getting caught near areas 
student Nathan Tart recaU their weekend in where rioters were protesting the Bristish poU 
Lon<lon. Around 30 VHS students visited En- taxes — Times Photo by Paul Leavy.

Mrs. Burns and Tart, as well as 
other students and teachers at the
scene, saw smashed windows and 
some rioters as they tried to get back 
to their hotel rooms.

VHS student Liz Foster was at Pic­
cadilly Circus about 10 minutes be­
fore a riot broke out there. She saw 
people carrying “No Poll Tax” signs. 
She also saw a girl whose face was

bloody, but Miss Foster is not sure 
the girl’s injuries resulted from the 
riot.

Tart and Mrs. Burns said it 
seemed the rioters “weren’t as con­
cerned about the issue” as they were 
making the protest “ a big party.”

Before she knew the magnitude of 
the riots, Mrs. Burns noticed traffic 
congestion while on a tour bus.

“We didn’t know if the traffic was 
from the boat race between Oxford 
and Cambridge (universities) on the 
Thames River or not,” she said. “ We 
really hadn’t given much thought of 
what was happening out there (in 
riot locations). As we rounded a cor­
ner. we noticed that windows were 
broken out

“ It was firightening, but it was ex­
citing,” she said.

VHS Wins Math Competition
TIFTON — Valdosta High School 

was the fifst place overall team fin­
isher among class AAAA and AAA 
schools entered in the high school 
mathematics competition sponsored 
by the Division of Science, Math­
ematics and Nursing at Abraham 
Baldwin College.

Valdosta’s team will represent the 
region at the State Mathematics 
Tournament April 28.

The Coastal Plain Regional Educa­
tion Service Agency assisted in the 
competition at ABAC. Directors were 

• Cathy Franklin and Donald Massey. 
। The competition consisted of a 90­
. minute written examination and an 
hour-long ciphering contest Team 
winners were judged on a combined 
score of the two events.

In the competition among ninth 
and tenth graders, Melinda Cargile 
from Irwin County was the first place 
finisher among class A schools, and 
Andy Browning from Lanier County 
was the second place finisher. In the 
AAAA competition, Ashley Suther­
land of Lowndes finished first

In team competition among ninth 
and 10th graders, Irwin County fin­
ished first among class A schools, fol- 
Jowed by Lanier County. Fitzgerald 
finished first among class AA schools, 
followed by Brooks County. Lowndes 
finsihed first place among AAAA 
schools, followed by Valdosta.

In the 11th and 12th grade compe­
tition, Duncan Sinclair of Colquitt 
County High finished first among

Members of the VHS Math Team are 
(from left) Matthew Hunt, James Inman, 
Nicky Legg, Bert Eidson, Amy Kilgarden,

adviser Fred McLeod, Courtney Minchew, 
adviser Mary Ann Saliba, Lee Scott, and 
Greg Clark — Contributed Photo.

class AAAA individuals, followed by 
James Inman from Valdosta.

In the team competition for 11th 
and 12 graders, Irwin County finsihed

first in class A, followed by Lanier 
County. Fitzgerald finshed first in 
class AA followed by Cook. Valdosta 
finished first in class AAAA, followed 
by Colquitt County.
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’Cats Win Home Opener
By STAN GRUBB 
Time* SportH Writer

There is no place like home. And 
for the Valdosta High Wildcat base­
ball team, it showed Wednesday.

Valdosta scored at least two runs 
in six innings as they defeated the 
Clinch County Panthers, 16-4, at Ba­
zemore Field.

The victory was VHS’ fourth con­
secutive win and gives them a 4-2 re­
cord, while the young Panthers fall to 
0-2.

"A win is a win. And at this point, 
I’U take it,” said VHS head coach 
Charles Tarpley. "We hit the ball well 
and scored five runs in the first in­
ning. Their coach told me that he 
had a lot of young kids and maybe it 
broke their back to have to make up 
those kinds of runs that early.

“But the play of our people pleased 
me and (Sean) Cullen pitched veiy 
well. All I could have asked of him,” 
Tarpley stated. “It’s early stiU, and I 
thirtk both of us iis just trying to see 
what we’ve got and hopefully get pre­
pared for league competition.”

ab r h bl
CLINCH COUNTY

ab r h bl
VALDOSTA

Shirley cLp 2 0 11 Hitson cf
Mett# lb-2b 4 100 Everson phEdmonds ss-p 3 2 10 Gage 2b
Morrison c 4 0 10 Howell 2b
Bennett lf-cf 2 0 0 0 Kellerman phFlowers cl 10 00 Waters oh-p
Carter p-lf 2 0 0 0 Bass c
Lacey 1b 110 0 O'Brien ph
Leeccse ri 2 0 0 0 McConneh. rf
Parker rf 10 0 0 Carter rf
Rewls 3b 2 10 0 Nichole dh
Guess dh 0 0 0 0 Green 3b
Booth 2b 2 0 0 0 Cullen p
Colley If 1000 Allen pn
Sims If 0 0 0 0 Baker 3b 

Jarmlllo ss 
Tarplev lb 
Myers If 
Akins If

Totals _____ JHH Totals

3 2 2 0

10 0 0
10 0 0
10 0 0

SF-Hltson.

10 12 
0 10 0

1000 
0 0 0 0
4 12 0

Sk!1S!lJ?UNTY ior^bH
VALDOSTA_______________________ 222 223 x-U

E-Edmonds 3, Morrison, Lacoy, Carter, Myors 2, Tor- 
ploy, Oroon, McConnehead. LOB-CIInch 0, Valdosta 7. 
28-Goge, Tarpley. SB-Edmonds, Gaoo, Nichols, Myers.

4

0 100

Clinch County 
Carter L 0-1 
Shirley
Bennoff 
Edmonds

Valdosta 
Cullen W, 2-1 
Waters

IP

2

5 
2

H R ER BB SO

9
2

2

3 0

2

0 2
-----  2 3
WP-Shlrley, Edmonds, Waters. PB-Morrison. HBP- 

Bass (by Bennett), Tarpley (by Edmonds). _______
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Cullen held the Panthers to just 
two hits in five innings to earn his 
second win. Cullen did not allow an 
earned run, while striking out five. 
Jamey Waters pitched the final two

innings for the 'Cats, striking out 
three and allowing just one Panther 
hit.

Dallon Shirley, Fred Edmonds and 
Kevin Morrison each had one hit for 
Clinch County, with Edmonds scor­
ing two °^ the Panthers' four runs.

We re real young, and we’re just 
learning to play with each other," 
said Clinch County head coach Cecil 
Barber. "Valdosta hit the ball ex­
tremely well and we made a lot of er­
rors. We’re just trying our best right 
now and try to turn things around.

"We’ve only played two games and 
many of our players are just getting 
use to baseball after basketball,” he 
said. “So, we didn’t look good, but we 
can play a lot better than we played 
todav."

After three Valdosta errors plated 
two Clinch County runs in the first 
inning, the ’Cats struck for five runs 
in the bottom half of the first.

Valdosta collected five runs on six 
hits and had one Clinch County er­
ror. Scoring in the inning for Val­
dosta was Alton Hitson, Rookie Gage, 
who was 2-for-3 on the day, Arthur 
McConnehead, Jason Nichols and 
Cullen.

Lady Wildcat Bayh Brindger clears the High School. Brindger is a senior — Times 
high jump bar Monday afternoon at Valdosta Photo by Mike Tanner.

Wildcats, Vikettes Rule
By GREG McILVAIN
Times Sports Editor

Tuning up for the subregion meets, Lowndes’ and 
Valdosta’s high school track teams competed against 
each other Monday afternoon at Valdosta High.

As has been the story this season, the Lowndes girls 
and Valdosta boys came away with victories. Lowndes’ 
girls scored 73 points to Valdosta’s 39, with Tift County 
adding 25.

Valdosta’s bovs bested Lowndes in a dual meet, 94­
33.

“ The girls responded real well again,” said Lowndes 
girls coach Hiram Johnson. “ But I’m hoping we’re not 
there yet. I’m hoping we’re really going to peak for the 
subregion, and run some of our best times at that 
time.”

“ Lot of work, dedication, lot of pride today. We won 
it,” said Valdosta boys coach Freddie Waters. “We’re a 
young team, and they’re learning every track meet. I 
think by the time we get to subregion we’ll be all 
right.”

The girls have their subregion meet next Wednesday 
at Tifton, while the boys run subregion at Coffee on 
April 26.

Veronica Williams continued to lead the Lowndes

girls, scoring three individual firsts (long jump, 100 and 
200 meters) while joining in two winning relay teams.

Six other Lowndes athletes won firsts, with Lazonya 
Berrian setting a school record in the discus (103 feet, 
4 inches). Latina Childs won the mile, Vicky Williams 
the 400 meters, Nadine Burchett the 800 meters, Sha- 
nell Jenkins the 100-meter hurdles and Brenda Pelton 
the two-mile run.

Veronica Williams, Jenkins, Pam Jones and Wanda 
Floyd made up the 400-meter relay team, while the Wil­
liamses, Childs and Burchett were the winning 1,600- 
meter relay team.

Valdosta’s boys won 12 of the 15 events in running 
over Lowndes. Double winners included Dexter Dan­
iels (shot put and discus) and Jason Sorrells (mile and 
two mile).

Spencer Iverson won the long jump, Videl Lowe the 
high jump, Terrance Daniels the triple jump, Chris 
Hart the 100 meters, Jason Griffin the 110-meter hur­
dles and Scott Jones the 800 meters.

Hart, Iverson, Frederick Henton and Adrian Lewis 
teammed to win the 400-meter relay, while Frank Hen­
derson, Aldridge Graham, Lowe and Quentin McCor­
mick joined to win the 1,600 meter relay.

Lowndes’ winners included James Lawrence in the 
200 and 400 meters and Chris Wright in the 300-meter 
hurdles.



Will Wildcats 
Be Shaken 
Once Again?

I was just a young man still 
getting my feet wet in the newspa­
per business in 1952 when the 
announcement came that the Uni- 

I versity of Kentucky had been 
placed on probation by the NCAA 
and that there would be no 
basketball in Lexington the forth­
coming season.

This action by the all-powerful 
collegiate governing body came 
after two Kentucky players were 
Convicted in a point-shaving 
scandal. It is easy to forget the 
coach of the Wildcats at that time 
was Adolph Rupp, but the Baron 
was so powerful he did not lose his 
job. As a matter of fact, he went on 
to become one of the greatest 
coaches in the history of the game.

Rupp, often referred to by sports 
writers as “the man in the brown 
suit,” coached Kentucky to 27 
Southeastern Conference champi­
onships and four national titles. 
Few teams have dominated a 
game like the ’’Cats did in those 
days.

Just about everybody knows the 
climate is not so pleasant in 
Lexington these days. While the 
university awaits an April date 
before the NCAA Infractions 
Committee to answer 18 alleged 
rule violations, some Kentucky 
fans are wondering if history could 
repeat itself. Is there a possibility 
the NCAA will shackle the mighty 
’’Cats with the death penalty once 
again?

That possibility probably did 
exist before Eddie Sutton resigned 
at Kentucky this past week, only 
hours after vowing he would not 
quit because it would be an 
admission of guilt. Whether Sutton 
was guilty of any of the infrac­
tions, he was the man in charge 
and he should have known what 
was going on. Certainly, he should 
have known if one of his assistant 
coaches sent $1,000 in cash to a 
prospect out on the West Coast.

Sutton, who was following in the 
footsteps of Rupp as one of the 
premier coaches of his day, con­
tends he was not asked to resign, 
Infractions Committee and that 
included the resignation of long­
time athletic director Cliff Hagan 
back in November.

It is perhaps pure irony that 
Hagan would have been co­
captain, along with Frank 
Ramsey, on that 1952-53 Kentucky 
team that played nothing but 
scrimmages among its own 
players. And Hagan was an All­
America selection on the 1953-54 
Kentucky team that won 25 con­
secutive games without losing but 
declined a berth in the NCAA 
Tournament.

Unfortunately for Eddie Sutton, 
he did not have the power of an 
Adolph Rupp and it is doubtless 
any coach at Kentucky will ever 

I have that kind of dominating role 
I again. And, if you listen to the 

rumors, Sutton was a weak man in 
some respects. One report sur­
faced which said Sutton had of­
fered to fire his assistants if he 
would be retained as coach.

There will, of course, be a 
complete housecleaning in the 
Kentucky basketball program. The 
athletic director is gone and Joe 
Burch has been filling in until C. 
M. Newton officially takes over on 
April 1. The head coach is gone 
and so is Dwayne Casey, the 
assistant accused of paying off a 
top prospect._______

VHS Wins Region Literary
Valdosta High finished in first 

place in the Region 1-AAAA literary 
meet at Georgia Southwestern Col­
lege in Americus.

Winning first place awards in the 
events were J Connell in extempo­
raneous speaking and the quartet of 
Dexter Sharper, Dexter Mitchell, 
David Jackson, and Cedric Johnson. 
Second place winners were J Con­
nell, essay; Kelly Shelton, extempo­
raneous speaking; Jason Berke, oral 
interpretation; and Mona Gibbs, 
typing. Michael Young tied for first 
in spelling.

VHS’ debate team finished first in 
an earlier competition, contributing 
12 points toward the literary trophy. 
First place winners in extempora­
neous speaking and quartet received 
seven points and all second place 
winners received five toward the 
first place finish overall. Hardaway 
finished second, followed by Coffee 
County, Kendrick, and Lowndes. 
Fourteen schools competed in the 
March 18 meet.

Other students competing were 
Dan Altman, piano; Leslie Hiers, 
essay and piano; Chad Harris, 
typing; Margaret Mosby, solo; 
Laura Barbas, spelling; and the trio 
of Angela Howard, Tefe Stove, and 
Natwashiel Tumbling.

“It was a proud moment for 
Valdosta High School,” said Frank 
Hjort, literary coordinator, about 
receiving the first place trophy. 
“This demonstrates that Valdosta 
can excel in other areas in addition 
to athletics. Many of these students 
worked long hours preparing for 
these events. One student mentioned 
how a discussion on radon in physics 
clasg helped him prepare his speech. 
Another student referred to his 
French teacher when discussing his

Byron Thornton with two hits

By ANTHONY DASHER Valdosta totaled eight hits on
Times Assistant Sports Editor’ ’^ night led by Jason Nichols and

Newton will bring a lot of good 
qualities to the program, including 
an integrity questioned by none. 
And you can bet he will insist on 
finding a coach with those same 
qualities. Kentucky will survive its 
latest plight just as the Wildcats 
survived that disastrous season 
that wasn’t in 1952-53, but it will 
take time.

Kentucky often has been re­
ferred to as the Cadillac of college 
basketball and certainly no pro­
gram has been more successful. 
Don’t expect any Cadillac treat­
ment when the NCAA hands out its 
sentence next month. Right now, 
the basketball program at Ken­
tucky looks more like a T-Model 
Ford that has been in a wreck.

spelling score sheet.B-^q-qo

Faculty memebers directly in-
volved in preparing students for 
various events were Jackie Altman, 
Jan Burns, Steve Hankla, Maxine 
Martin, and Lee Pulliam. Herman 
Revels, choral director at VHS, and 
Hjort accompanied the students on 
the trip. Carolyn Sirmans drove the 
bus.

The quartet and extemporaneous 
speaking first place winners will 
enter the State AAAA Literary Meet 
at Mercer University in Macon April 
8.

Valdosta Teaches Tift 
County A Lesson 5-1

TIFTON — Tift County learned a 
bitter lesson Friday night; it’s not 
better to give than receive.

But Valdosta High was not com­
plaining as the Wildcats took 
advantage of six Blue Devil errors 
to post a 5-1 Region 1-AAAA South 
win over Tift County.

The game was tied 1-1 through 
five innings of play before the ’Cats 
put together a two-run sixth which 
proved to be the deciding inning of 
the game.

With two outs and Andy Rykard on 
first, Byron Thornton followed with 
a single to put runners on first and 
second. The next batter, Ray 
Maples, followed with a single 
scoring Rykard. On the play, the 
throw went over the catcher’s head 
putting runners on second and third.

Lee Thomas followed with a 
bouncer to third but the throw from 
Jeffery Sauls was wild which 
allowed Thornton to score the ’Cats 
third run of the game.

“Up until yesterday I had been in 
a slump,” Maples said of his 
game-winning hit. “This win gives 
us a good start heading into the rest 
of our region schedule.

Rykard, 3-1, picked up the win for 
the Wildcats. The senior went seven 
innings gave four hits, one run, 
walked one and struck out six. Tift’s 
Ken Thomas, 3-1, took the loss.

apiece. The ’Cats also played a fine 
defensive game led by shortstop 
Steve Jaramillo who recorded six 
assists on the evening.

“It was just a great effort by the 
kids,” Valdosta head coach Charles 
Tarpley. “Andy pitched a great 
game, Thornton hit the ball well 
today and Jaramillo made some 
clutch plays from shortstop. The 
whole team gave a good effort. ”

Valdosta, 7-2 overall and 2-0 in 
Region 1-AAAA South, put the game 
away as three straight errors 
allowed Rookie Gage and Nichols to 
score the final two runs of the game.

The ’Cats scored their first run of 
the game in the first inning when 
Rykard doubled in Nichols. Tift tied 
the game in the second on a single 
by Clay Shiver.

Valdosta will host Daviess County, 
Ky. this afternoon at 1:30 p.m. On 
Tuesday, the ’Cats return to Region 
1-AAAA South action when Coffee 
County comes to town.

“They’ve got four pulpwoods on 
their team and some tough pitch­
ers,” Tarpley said. “We’ll see how 
good weare.”

Earlier Friday, the Valdosta B- 
team defeated the Tift County B- 
team 2-1. Brad Tarpley had the 
game-winning hit when he drove in 
Arthur McConnehead and Matt 
Baker with two outs in the seventh 
inning.



By STAN GRUBB 
Times Sports Writer

the Bearcats 9-5 to win

WHdcats Take South 1-AAAA V

Although the Valdosta Wildcats 
captured their first Region 1-AAAA 
South Subregion baseball victory of 
the season and collected 10 hits en 
route to beating the Bainbridge 
Bearcats 9-5 Tuesday afternoon at 
Bazemore Field, head coach Charles 
Tarpley was not very impressed by

See Box, Page 2-B 
his team’s performance.

“I hate to say it, but we didn’t 
really play that well today and we 
didn’t hit in the clutch again,” said 
Tarpley. “But I am very happy for 
our team because it was our first 

. subregion game and we needed to 
win it. I told the players before the 
game that it was the biggest game 
of the season for us. You don’t know 
how important it is to get off to a

good start in the subregion.”
Leading the way for Tarpley’s 

Wildcats was pitcher Andy Rykard. 
Rykard went the distance for his 
second win of the season, but did 
give up seven hits to the Bearcat 
batters.

Three Valdosta players collected 
two hits on the day. Carlos Moore 
went 2-for-4 and Ashley Bass and 
Alton Hitson each went 2-for-3.

The Wildcats looked as if they 
were going to run away and hide 
from the Bearcats early posting five 
runs in the first two innings.

In the Valdosta first, they sent 10 
batters to the plate scoring four 
times. Moore led off the inning and 
reached base on the first of eight 
Bearcat errors in the game.

Rookie Gage then walked, and 
after a stolen base and another 
error, Moore scored on an error to 
give VHS a 1-0 lead. Catcher Jason 
Nichols walked, and Rykard 
reached on a Bainbridge error 
allowing Gage to score to make it 
2-0. Bass singled to score Nichols to 
make it 3-0. One out later, Lee 
Thomas singled in Rykard to make 
it 4-0.

Nichols scored for VHS in the 
second inning on a fielder’s choice 
by Byron Thornton. ------- .

With the score 5-1 entering the 
fourth inning, Bainbridge cut into 
the VHS lead to make it 5-3 on a 
two-run blast by designated hitter 
Darrell Willis. Willis’ homer scored 
Bryon Powell, who singled with two 
outs.

Valdosta pushed its lead to 8-3 
with three runs in the fourth 
Rykard scored on an error after 
reaching base on an error. Bass, 
who singled, later scored on sacri­
fice fly by Thomas. Then Owen 
Davis’ RBI single scored Thornton 
with two outs.

Another two-run homer, this time 
by Bainbridge’s Mitch Parker 
made the score 8-5 after five innings 
of play. 6

The Wildcats held on getting one 
<in^ run t0 dose out things in the 
sixth inning as Moore singled home 
"itson, who singled to start the 
inning off.

The Wildcats are now 4-2 on the 
? je^ l^ay a8a'n at Bazemore 

pi’^l ^ al 4:30 P m against the 
Clinch County Panthers.

■ ^-^\'Q()Receptionist

Wendi Wilder, 17, has been the receptionist 
at Baytree Road Veterinary Clinic for the 
last two months. Miss Wilder, a senior at 
Valdosta High School, enjoys hoseback 
riding and hunting, and plans to work with 
animals. She said her heroine is lady 
gunslinger Annie Oaklev.
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Vikings Blank ’Cats, 10-0
By GREG MclLVAIN 
Times Sports Editor loJNGS 101 wildcats 0

,. Here’s the story of the dids vs. the 
I did nots.
I The dids — Lowndes High — took 
I advantage of Valdosta High mis- 
I takes, scored runs and won a cross- 
I town Region 1-AAAA South baseball 
| contest The did nots — the Wildcats 

I 7. d**1’1 ^e advantage of Michael
Johnson’s early wildness and didn’t 
score in the 10-0 game played at Ba­

I zemore Field Tuesday afternoon.
I The Vikings (9-4, 2-3) posted all 10
I P1113 jn . the first mistake-plagued 

four innings, while Johnson (4-1)
I and company stranded seven Val­
I dosta runners in the first three in­
I nings.
I “I couldn’t get the ball over,” said
I Johnson, who had four walks, a hit
I batsmen and two wild pitches in the 

first three innings. “You can’t throw 
strikes and you can’t give your team 
a chance to help you. Whenever I 
threw .strikes, the team did what 
they were supposed to,”

“Same old thing. Early on we had 
our chances,” said Valdosta coach 
Charles Tarpley. “We had people in 
position to score, but we can’t get a

Gilbert cf 
Scoby 2b 
Scruggs 3b 
Morey If 
Whiddon If 
Johnson p 
George lb 
Powell c 
Cowart ph 
Booker ss 
Albritton ph 
Overman rf 
Totals
LOWNDES HIGH 
VALDOSTA HIGH

ab r h bi
4 0 0 0
4 2 10
3 3 2 2
2 10 0
10 10

3 0 0 0 
10 0 0
3 110 
10 0 0
4 12 0

34 10 12 7 Totals

VALDOSTA

Myers If 
Akins ph 
Gage 2b 
Bass c 
Thornton rf 
Nichols dh 
Hitson cf 
Cullen p 
Jarmillo ss 
Tarpley lb 
McConnehead 
Green 3b

ph

ab r h bi 
3 0 0 0
10 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
4 0 10
10 10 
2 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
10 0 0 
0 0 0 0

23 0 2 0
302 500 0-10

_____________ _ _______ _________ 000 000 o- o
w^7B.00«er'. Gage 2' Jarmillo, Green. LOB-Lowndes 5 
Valdosta 9. DP-Valdosta 2. 2B-George. HR-Johnson.
Scruggs.

Lowndes
Johnson W, 4-1

Valdosta
Cullen L, 2-5 
WP-Johnson
Morey (by Cullen).

2. 2B—George. HR—Johnson,

2, Cullen 2.

IP H

7 12
HBP—Goge i

I R ER BB SO

! 0 0 6 7

I 10 3 1 6 
(by Johnson),

hit. We don’t hit the ball at all, and 
we don’t hit in the clutch.”

Lowndes used the long ball to 
capitalize on two Valdosta mistakes, 
then batted around in the fourth to 
score the last five runs.

Valdosta starter Sean Cullen (2-5) 
began the game easily, recording 
two straight outs. But Jimbo 
Scruggs’ single was followed by Ken 
Morey’s popup behind first base was 
lost.

Instead of being out of the inning, 
Johnson came to bat. He popped 
Cullen’s first pitch over the center-

field fence, just left of the green 
wall. Lowndes 3, Valdosta 0.

In the third, Richard Scoby 
opened the inning by reaching on a 
Steve Jarmillo fielding error 
Scruggs, the next batter, yanked a 
pitch over the right-field wall. Low­
ndes 5, Valdosta 0.

Lowndes completed the scoring in 
the fourth, mixing four hits with a 
walk and two VHS errors.

Shannon Booker and Chris Over­
man began the inning with singes, 
and moved up a base on a wild 
pitch. Stephen Gilbert grounded to a 
drawn-in infield, but second base­
man Rookie Gage misplayed the ball 
and two runs scored. Gilbert was 
thrown out trying to advance to sec­
ond.

Another run scored on third base­
man Chris Green’s throwing error 
and Houston George followed with a 
two-run double to left-center, scor­
ing Scruggs and Johnson.

Johnson went 3-for-4 with three 
RBI, personally outhitting the Wild­
cats (5-7, 0-4), who had two back-to- 
back third-inning hits. But it wasn’t 
easy.

“He wasn’t concentrating,” said 
Lowndes coach Steve Kebler. “He 
didn’t pitch as well as he could l

pitch. When he threw strikes we 
were alright”

“When I threw strikes they made 
the plays out here,” added Johnson.
I can’t ask nothing else from 

them.”
In the first Johnson hit Gage and 

intentionally walked Byron Thornton 
after a three-ball count But Jason 
Nichols struck,out to end the inning.

Alton Hitson led off the second 
wth a walk, but Johnson picked him 
off first Cullen walked and Jarmillo 
reached on shortstop Booker’s er­
ror, and each moved up a base on a 
wild pitch. But Shannon Myers 
grounded out for the third out

In the third, Ashley Bass got the 
first VHS hit with a sharp single to 
left Thornton followed with a single 
to center, and Nichols walked. Hit- 
son grounded to Houston George at 
first who threw home to force Bass 
Cullen popped out to end the inning.

From there, Johnson settled 
down, retiring 12 of the last 14 bat­
ters he faced, giving up walks in the 
fifth and seventh. He struck out 
seven.

k .^?? a change of outcome for 
the Vikings, which had lost three 
sub-region games all by one run 

Thank goodness. I’m tired of 
them,” saidKebler.
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By CHRIS BECKHAM 
Times Assistant Sports Editor

Valdosta High’s Cassandra Twine (34) 
reaches out with Coffee High’s Katy Lott 
(31) for the basketball during Friday’s

Region 1-AAAA South contest at Valdosta 
High. I he Lady Wildcats won the game, 59­
51 — Times Photo by Paul Leavy

The Valdosta Wildcats and Lady 
Wildcats proved Friday night just 
how important it is to play well in the 
fourth quarter.

Down by 13 at the half and by 
eight entering the fourth quarter, the 
Lady Wildcats dominated the final 
period to take the Region 1-AAAA 
South title with a 59-51 win over the 
Coffee High Lady Trojans.

Unfortunately for VHS, the Wild­
cats suffered from a fourth-quarter 
rally by the Trojans to lose a chance 
at the subregion sweep. Coffee rallied 
from a five-point deficit in the final 
period to blow out the Wildcats, 80­
68.

With the win, the Lady Wildcats 
finish subregion play with a 8-2 mark, 
14-6 overall. The Wildcats finish with 
a 3-7 subregion record and are 12-8 
overall.

The Lady Trojans gained a huge 
lead early in the contest as they took 
away the Lady ’Cats inside game and 
took advantage of their own. Coffee 
led 14-4 after the first period. Valdos­
ta’s outside shooters had trouble hit­
ting the open jump shots and trailed 
by as much as 18-4 early in the sec­
ond period.

The shooting drought ended when 
Laura Dennis drilled a baseline 
jumper with 6:20 left before halftime. 
Tracy Troutman followed as did Den­
nis again and Shannon West. The 
Lady ’Cats continued to chip away at 
the lead and a Cassandra Twine 
bucket closed the gap to 27-18 with 
3:25 left. Coffee led 31-18 at halftime.

“We knew they would sag on our 
t>ig girls and leave us open outside,” 
said head coach Susan Montgomery. 
“ But what I wanted to do was

See VALDOSTA, Page 3-B

From Page 1-B
penetrate. We didn’t do it in the first 
half. Our defense was what killed us 
the most in the first half. We weren’t 
aggressive and didn’t trap. They 
were killing us inside.”

Coffee kept the lead in double dig­
its until late in the third quarter 
when Vashti Manning converted a 3- 
point play to cut the score to 42-33. 
After Coffee’s Ciscely Paulk scored 
inside, West nailed a 3-pointer with 
one second left in the quarter to 
make the score, 44-36.

And Valdosta kept the rally going. 
Three consecutive scores cut the 
lead to 44-42 and the Lady ’Cats 
finally tied the game at 47 when 
Dennis hit one free throw. They got 
their first lead of the game, 51-49, on 
a putback by Twine with 3:05 left to 
play.

The Lady ’Cats then stopped Cof­
fee on offense and continued to 
score when they had to. Manning 
scored from the baseline, Twine hit 
inside and West hit four free throws 
in the last 20 seconds to ice the win.

“They (Valdosta) came out in the 
second half and were aggressive,” 
Montgomery said. “The guards pen­
etrated and cur press worked well. 
They played their heart out and, if 
they had played like that the whole 
game, we might’ve won by 20. Vas-

COFFEE AT VALDOSTA
Boys' Game

COFFEE (80) - Billy Vereen 14, Derek Carter 6, 
Anthony Burch 8, Mark Moore 15, Bubba Bailey 27, Reggie 
1 irom 10.

VALDOSTA (67) — Michael Moore 4, Spencer Iverson 
26. Ernest Lowe 19, James Manning 8, Major Lynn 10, 
Chris Hart 1.
CoHee 21 14 20 25-80
Valdosta 20 19 19 10-68
Records:Valdosta 12-8 (3-7).
Next Game:Valdosta at Berrien County (tonight).

Girls Game
COFFEE (51) - Sanshell Bussey 7, Kim Page 15, Caro­

line Lott 4, Monique McClelland 17, Ciscely Paulk 8.
VALDOSTA (59) - Shannon West 15, Esther Beniamin 

6, Cassandra Twine 16, Vashti Manning 13, Lauro Dennis 
7, Tracy Troutman 2.
Coffee 14 17 13 07-51
Valdosta 04 14 18 23-59
Records:Valdosta 14-6 (8-2).

hti Manning got into it in the second 
half, Shannon West played well in a 
crucial game and Laura Dennis did 
a great job on the boards. We played 
like we were a team.”

In the boys’ game, the Wildcats 
finally fell to a Coffee team that 
exploited Valdosta’s weakness 
inside. But the Wildcats stayed in 
the game and led much of the way 
through three quarters.

Ernest Lowe and Spencer Iverson 
led the Wildcats back into the game 
after falling behind 8-0. A basket by 
Lowe with one second left in the 
opening period cut Coffee’s lead to 
21-20.

Iverson put VHS on top with the 
first score of the second period. But 
they could never extend the lead

past four points and led 39-35 at the 
half, with Iverson totalling 16 points.

Coffee came out in the second half 
with seven unanswered points to 
retake the lead at 42-41. Valdosta 
regained control on three straight 
baskets of their own, one by Iverson 
and two by Major Lynn/ and led 
most of the third quarter. Entering 
the final stanza, VHS was up 58-55.

To start, the fourth period did not 
look all that bad for the Wildcats. 
Lynn hit two free throws to give 
VHS their biggest lead of the game 
at 60-55 with 7:31 left. Coffee went 
on a 21-2 run and blew the game 
wide open with 2:05 left. Center 
Bubba Bailey directed Coffee’s 
comeback with 12 of the 21 points. 
Bailey was able to work inside since 
Wildcat center Michael Moore 
fouled out and power forward Jason 
King missed the game due to ill­
ness.

“ We were never in the flow of the 
game defensively,” VHS head coach 
John Miller said. “We weren’t as 
patient as we should have been in 
the fourth quarter and their size 
hurt us inside. I was satisfied with 
our effort but we just didn’t have it 
in the fourth quarter.”

In the boys’ B-team game, Tram- 
pis Wrice scored 16 points and 
Frank Mazion scored 12 to lead the 
Wildcats to a 54-35 win over Coffee.
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Students Selected For Honors Program
By SUSAN A. SMIGIELSKI
Tinies Staff Writer

Several students from Valdosta 
and Lowndes High School have been 
selected for the Governor’s Honors 
Program.

Selection criteria included overall 
grade point average, grade point av­
erage in the field of competition, a 
written application, community and 
school involvement and an interview 
with educators in Atlanta, said Ron 
Irwin, public information director for 
the Lowndes County Board of Educa­
tion.

Those entering the theater selec­
tion process also had to audition in 
front of an audience. And portions of 
the foreign language interview were 
conducted in Spanish, he said.

This year Lowndes High had a re­
cord six students selected for the 
program, Irwin said.

Students chosen from Lowndes 
High are: Gene Conoley, who com­
peted in foreign lanaguage; Scott 
Dickson, theater; Jeremy Dykes, 
mathematics; Stephanie Powell, com­
municative arts; Kathy Stutzman, 
communicative arts; and Al Walker, 
social studies.

Students competing for Valdosta 
High School were: Kelli Bland, Na­
than Ingham, Kim Williams and 
Mickey McAfee, all of whom com­
peted in music. Michael Young com­
peted in social studies; Liz Foster, in 
communicative arts; and Amy Kil- 
gard competed in mathmatics.

Also at Lowndes High, William Vocational Enrichment Camp held at 
Scott Hanner has been named a St. Simons Island last week.

United States National Award winner 
in band competition. The academy 
recognizes less than 10 percent of 
students nominated, said George Ste­
vens, executive director of the aca­
demy.

Students must be recommended by 
their teacher. They also must show 
leadership qualities, enthusiasm, mo­
tivation to learn, dependability and 
citizenship, said Stevens. Hanner was 
recommended by LHS band director 
Billy Martin.

Lowndes County Board of Educa­
tion has another student to boast 
about.

Timmy Jerry, a senior, was se­
lected as Georgia’s Most Improved 
Student of the Year in the Related

Students and teachers from 70 
schools attended the meeting. The 
program is designed to provide life 
and career skills to special needs 
high school students, said Irwin.

Among the areas Jerry improved 
was attendance. He was absent 30 
days as a freshman and had perfect 
attendance in his senior year, Irwin 
said.

His grade average improved from 
80 to 91 this year and his vocational 
grade average went from 78 as a 
freshman to its present grade of 92. 
Irwin said.

Jerry has also participated in the 
Job Training Partnership Act and 
work experiences coordinated by the. 
school and the Georgia Rehabilitation 
Services.

VHS Wrestlers
Get Their Awards

Times Assistant Sports Editor

The Valdosta High wrestling team, 
which continued its improvement 
during the 1989-90 season, honored 
its players, coaches and matgirls 
Tuesday night at the annual banquet 
held at the Sheraton Inn.

The Wildcats finished the season 
with a 12-3 record and placed ninth 
in the state AAAA tournament in At­
lanta. The banquet, which honored 
all of the wrestlers on the varsity and 
junior varsity squads, was also the 
last banquet for head coach John Da­
vis. Davis, who has headed the team 
for two years, is leaving to take over 
the junior high football program as 
well as taking on a spot as an assis­
tant principal.
„r“™s rea1^ is a special night. 
Working with kids of this caliber and 
with the backing we’ve had has been 
great. I’m very sure this wrestling 
program will continue to succeed and 
keep improving. It was a very special 
year for me and all the wrestlers ” 
Davis said.

After a dinner, Davis outlined the 
team’s accomplishments during the 
past season. Highlights of the year 
included a win over McEachern dur­
ing the regular season before the At­
lanta high school went on to win the 
state championship. Against some of 
the top teams in the state, Valdosta 
lost by only one point to Etowah and 
two points to McEachern later in the 
year and they defeated Sprayberry.

Several Valdosta wrestlers and 
matgirls also recollected their most 
memorable moments from the past 
season.

The Wildcats’ Most Valuable Wres- 
Uer Award went to Maurice Dean. 
The Most Outstanding trophy was 
presented to Steve Petermann while 
Jason Finland was given the Most 
Dedicated Award. Junior twins Eric 
and Derrick Phillips tied for the 
Spirit of the Wildcats Award while 
Chris Thigpen was given the Most 
Improved Award. Chuck Bonner was 
also awarded as he won the “No 
Pain, No Gain” Award. Ryan Thigpen 
won the Most Valuable Freshman 
Wrestler Award.

The award for most pins was won 
by Bonner as he collected 19 pins on

MAURICE DEAN

the year. The runnerup for most pins 
was Finland with 18. Ryan Moorman 
got the award for the quickest pin 
with a time of 13 seconds.

On the junior varsity level, Fleming 
Brooks won the Most Outstanding JV 
Award while Bobby Manghram was 
given the Best Hustler Award.

All awards except most pins, most 
pins runnerup and the quickest pin 
were voted on by the team.

“The team has come such a long 
way and there is so much potential 
that I think they’re definitely headed 
in the right direction,” Davis said

The Valdosta Daily Times

VHS Takes On 6
Valdosta High School students 

competed in the Foreign Language 
Association of Georgia at Shiloh High 
School on Saturday.

Mer competing in areas of French 
and Spanish, Valdosta students 
earned 10 awards. First place win- 
neu Uer^ Brandon Lovett (French 
I), Holly Rentschler (French II), Jen- 
‘^J Matthews (Spanish I), and 
Michelle Buckland (Spanish III for 
native speakers).

Among the second place winners 
were Wendy McConnell (Spanish II) 
and John Ramey (Spanish III).

Valdosta High 
School

^# NEWS
Written and Compiled 

By VHS Students

Foreign’ Competition
Third place winners included Mar­

gaux Laskey (French I), Jimmy 
Green (French II), Chris Spurlock 
(French III) and Brook Bearden 
(Spanish I). Other competitors in­
cluded Christa Olson (French III) 
and Anita Matchett (Spanish II). 
Chaperones were Elsie Nicholas and 
Nancy Light.

Y-Club Thanks
The Alpha-Iota-Omega Y-CIub at 

Valdosta High School thanks the

following club members for joining 
in and making all school and com­
munity projects for the month of 
February a success.

Dede Burgess, Chassity Loving, 
Dashanti Jefferson, Michael Seago, 
Karen Cain, Ada Burch and Vira 
Jones.

Secretary Dashanti Jefferson re­
minds all club officers and mem­
bers that the Christian Life 
Conference will be held May 4-6 at 
Norman Park.



She is the daughter of Vickie 
Buel of Valdosta.

tfl Noteworthy
Studies Abroad

CHRISTINE BUELL

Christine Buel, a student at 
Mercer University in Macon, has 
been accepted to study her senior 
year at Oxford University in Ox­
ford, England.

She also made the dean’s list in 
the College of Liberal Arts for the 
winter quarter. To attain the list, a 
student must receive a grade point 
average of 3.66 or better.

A 1987 graduate of Valdosta High 
School, she is concentrating in En 
glish and theatre.

^( 'TW?-
I ^O

Let’s Get This Right
Valdosta High School baseball coach 

Charles Tarpley, right, tries to prove a point 
with umpire Jack Sharpe during the Wildcats’

4-1 loss to Lowndes County. For story and 
details on the Rebel Classic, please see Page 
2-B — Times Photo by Paul Leavy.

FBLA Competes 
or, tK^ 'wfL LIWIn Hazelhurst

Twelve Future Business Leaders 
of America students traveled to Ha­
zelhurst for the Region 2 FBLA Con- ! 
ference Feb. 17.

Nine students placed in the events: 
first, Shayna Shapiro (Job Interview); 
Heather Strayhorn (Keyboarding Ap­
plications Advanced); second, India 
Giuly (Machine Transcription); third, 
Curt Fowler (Mr. CBE), Leigh Helms 
(Mrs. CBE) and Latesha Bradley | 
(Accounting I). Also placing fourth, ■ 
LaSharon Walker (Keyboarding Ap­
plications); fifth, Carla Davis (Public 
Speaking) and Tonya Southers (Busi- S 
ness English).

i

Valdosta Track Team Rolls
TIFTON — The Valdosta High girls’ track team 

raced past the field in a meet held here Wednes­
day.

Valdosta compiled 106^ points, while their clos­
est challenger, Tift County, had just 55l/2 points. 
Turner County accounted for 26 points and Worth 
County finished up with just 12.

Valdosta winners included Michelle Hendrix’s 
High Jump (4-8). Bayh Brindger finshed third in 
the high jump event, first place in the Long Jump 
went to Beth Edwards (15-8V4). Chantell Washing­
ton was second, followed by Tiffany Wright.

The Valdosta team of Washington, Wright, 
Antina Matchett and Edwards captured the 440
relay with a 53.47 mark. The mile run went to Mag- _
gie McDonald (6:09) and Paige Stabell finished in

Other participants included: Su- 
zette Davidson, Latechia Brown and 
Gayla Miller.

The students were accompanied by 
advisers Maxine Martin and Judy 
Grant.

— By LaSharon Walker, FBLA 
Member

third place.
Brindger captured first place in the 440 dash 

with a time of (1:06). Shawanna Brown was second. 
Washington was first in the 100 meters race at 13.3 
with Edwards taking third place. Angie Redden fin­
ished third in the low hurdles. DeDe Dennis cap­
tured first in the 880 run with a time of (2:41). 
Edwards finished first in the 220 dash with a time 
of (28.16) while Washington was second.

Maggie McDonald was first in the two-mile run 
(14.09). with Heather Burns taking second. Val­
dosta won the mile relay with the team of Felicia 
Ponder, Edwards, Brown and Brindger. The win­
ning time was 4:40. The Valdosta team of Althea 
Cochran, Wright, Hendrix and Redden was second.

Valdosta’s next meet will be at home March 13 
at 4:30 p.m. against Tift County and Colquitt 
County.
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She Miofla Sails IM
Monday, May 7, 1990

Hitson Back
For Wildcats
By GREG McILVAIN 
Tinies Sports Editor

There may not be too many things 
certain in life. But in the Wildcat way 
of football, there’s at least one.

Alton Hitson begins today, the start 
of spring practice, as the No. 1 quar­
terback ... right where he left off in 
Athens last season.

“Alton starts right where he left 
off,” said Valdosta High head football 
coach Nick Hyder. “ He’s established. 
We’ve got to find those to play be­
hind him.”

Oh, but when you look back a year 
ago, during last spring practice, you 
may not remember Alton Hitson the 
quarterback. He’s not among the 
guys shown in the quarterback photo 
in the 1989 football program.

“ He didn’t take more than 12 or 14 
snaps the entire spring practice, and 
that’s our fault,” said Hyder. “ We let 
Jason Nichols do both units, and he 
did have a great spring.”

Once in a while, Hyder admits, 
“we’d hint at the fact that something 
might happen.”

In fall practice, it did. Nichols 
broke a leg, and Hitson was thrust 
into the quarterback position — with 
•little experience.

It didn’t matter that Hitson suf­
fered from hip pointers on both hips. 
He learned and he played.

“ They needed someone to play the 
position,” said Hitson. “I could 
barely walk, but we had to keep the 
team going.”

“He has a tremendous pain 
threshold. He’ll play,” Hyder added. 
“ He’s a great competitor. That’s why 
he’s so well-liked.”

The rest is history. The ’Cats went 
14-1 and won the school’s 20th state 
championship.

In the title game, a 33-13 win over 
Clarke Central, Hitson threw for one 
touchdown and ran 61 yards for an­
other score. He ran for 83 yards on 
13 carries, doing his part to make the 
Wildcat offense click.

SPRING 
FOOTBALL 

1990
Spring football practice begins 

today for Georgia High School 
Association-member schools.

•Valdosta High starts practice 
around 3:45 p.m.
• Lowndes High starts practice 

around 4 p.m.
Other area school will also be 

conducting workouts.

And Hitson was named the team’s 
most valuable offensive player at the 
annual banquet earlier this year.

“It was one of the greatest honors 
I’ve ever received,” he said, mod­
estly.

But now it’s a new season, and Hit- 
son said there’s a little more pres­
sure on him as the returning starter 
at quarterback. “It puts a litle more 
pressure on me to know a little more 
about the position,” he said. “ I 
wasn’t too patient last year, but now 
I’m a little more experienced.”

Hitson doesn’t consider himself the 
typical quarterback, like, say, that 
guy the Atlanta Falcons liked so 
much and the Indianapolis Colts 
drafted No. 1 last month. He’s some­
one who thought he’d be catching the 
football last season, and expects 
some spring-time work as a runner 
and receiver this spring while others 
get more time at quarterback than 
he did a year ago.

“I’m not terribly fast, and I can’t 
throw it that well,” Hitson said. “I 
just try to put the ball in the end zo­
ne.”

And after a whirlwind 1989, what 
can he do to top it in 1990? It starts 
by going 15-0, not 14-1, and bringing 
home another state title, he says.

Spoken like a true Wildcat leader.

Schools 
TaU’ 
Rules
Altman Says Study

Staff, Wire Reports fflGy l lJ<f ^0 
Valdosta’s school system was one 

of 14 systems in Georgia ranked as 
one that 
consistently failed 
to comply with 
state education 
rules during 1988­
89, according to a 
new state report. 
But the city’s 
school superinten­
dent said Monday 
the ranking was 
“ unfair.”

The report, 
“Public School ALTMAN
Standards: Official Report of Results 
for the 1988-89 School Year,” docu­
ments the initial inspection of the 
schools during the 1988-89 school 
year. Schools found to be in violation 
were reinspected in the fall of 1989.

Problems cited in the report 
included teachers working outside 
their area of expertise and ineligible 
students participating in extracum- 
cular activities.

The 14 school systems found to be 
noncompliant were: Atlanta, Baldwin 
County, Barrow County, Bibb 

| . County, Clarke County, Crawford 
County, Dublin, Dougherty County, 
Jefferson City, Richmond County, 
Twiggs County, Valdosta, Walker 

I County and Warren County.
“Every school system is required 

by the state to be 100 percent in 
compliance with the rules,” said 
Walter Altman, school superinten­
dent for Valdosta.

Valdosta’s schools got a .ingle 
black mark in the inspections, Alt­
man said, over a physical examina­
tion for a junior high school student 
playing in a fall football drill.

“The state requires football play­
ers to have their physical signed by 
a certain date, and his wasn’t,” Alt­
man said. The school system was 
ruled in violation of state standards/ 
he said.

“It isn’t fair,” Altman said. “We 
appealed the decision, but (the 
appeal) didn’t go anywhere.”

Once that violation was logged, 
there was no way to remedy it, Alt­
man said.
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’Cats Gear Up For Title Defense
urJT, San. )^9o <L ^

By GREG McILVAIN V 
Times Sports Editor

The question has been asked 19 
times before.

Valdosta High football fans have 
watched their team win a Georgia 
state championship. Confidently 
they knew the Wildcats could return 
to the top. Just maybe, under their 
breath, they asked how.

Ask again, Wildcat fans. The 1989 
team left Athens with the school’s 
20th state title. So how will Valdosta 
High answer the call in 1990?

Veteran head coach Nick Hyder, 
the staff and some 127 players will 
begin to answer that question begin­
ning Monday at the high school. The 
two-week spring practice period 
begins then, working toward a 
scrimmage May 18 at Cleveland 
Field.

Objective No. 1 for Hyder — find 
unity and leadership in the new 

I group.
“ We lost a group of state­

championship seniors, but we also 
play a lot of people. We have either 
a starter or alternate (from last 
year) at every position,” said Hyder. 
“ We want to see if that fits together 
or how that blends.”

Offensively, the Wildcats return an 
experienced quarterback in rising 
senior Alton Hitson, who stepped in

SPRING 
FOOTBALL 

1990
after a pre-season injury to Jason 
Nichols to run the team. And while 
Hitson got few snaps as a backup 
last spring, Hyder said the quar­
terbacks will see more action — 
including junior Jamey Waters and 
sophomore Steven Everson. Senior 
Deric Cotton will also be among that 
bunch, though he’ll get a good, long 
look at safety first.

Hitson and company will have 
some new faces in the backfield. 
Already hit some by graduation, 
some other backs won’t be eligible 
for practice. Junior Albert Edmonds, 
a fullback-turned-linebacker-turned- 
fullback, may be the best of ’ the 
available lot.

The spring-practice period runs 
from Monday to May 18.

AT VALDOSTA HIGH:
•Practice: 3:45 p.m. daily.
•Touchdown Club’s annual fish 

fry at 7 p.m. May 17 at the high 
school cafeteria.

•Final scrimmage on May 18 at 
Cleveland Field. First of two games 
begins at 6 p.m.

AT LOWNDES HIGH:
•Practice: 4 p.m daily.
•Final scrimmage time to be 

determined.

“We’re going to have a lot of 
good, young running backs get an 
opportunity,” said Hyder.

Other familiar faces on offense 
include flanker Steve Jaramillo, split 
end Carlos Folsom, tight end Craig 
Hunt and linemen Shaun Eilders, 
Bucky Allen, Giles Godwin, Tim 
O’Brien, Derrick Phillips and Jay 
Bowling.

The defense’s new look begins on 
the coaching staff. Coordinator Jack 
Rudolph has moved to the ninth­
grade team and line coach Freddie 
Waters has retired. Charles Tarpley 
is the new defensive coordinator, Al 
Akins will handle the line on a tem­
porary basis and new assistant

1 coach Lany Jester, now in Bain­
bridge, will visit.

“We did lose a lot of starters,” 
said Tarpley, who isn’t planning any 
changes on the defensive side. “We 
want to look. Our goal has always 
been to have 22 players ready to 
play against good team.

“Last year we had a great 
defense, but we probably played 
fewer people.”

The Wildcats’ new linebackers are 
catching the* eye of college scouts — 
Dexter Daniels and Jonathan Davis. 
A front three of guard M.J. Johnson 
and tackles Ricky Thomas and 
Andre Scruggs have plenty of expe­
rience.

The defensive secondary has 
three of the top five players return 
— seniors Marshun Lane and 
Adrian Lewis and junior Trampis 
Wrice. Cqtton, a multipurpose player 
last season, will get first shot at 
safety since the ’Cats quarterback 
situation is pretty stable.

Spring practice may also be a test 
for Hyder himself. He had hip­
replacement surgery last December 
just two weeks after the state­
championship game, and didn’t 
return to school until February.

“I feel good, and I don’t get as 
tired though I do get a good night’s 
sleep,” said Hyder.
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By SUSAN A. SMIGIELSKI
Tinies Staff Writer

VHS Class Of 1937 Had Many Firsts

VHS Students Win Invent America
located and the ball is shot, a signal sounds if the 
goal is made.By LAURAJOHNS

Times Staff Writer

With upcoming high school gradua­
tions, many are thinking back to the 
day when they grasped their diplo­
mas.

The Valdosta High School class of 
1937 is one that made some changes.

The class of 100 seniors was the 
largest class ever to graduate from 
the high school before 1937 and it 
was the last time the students had to 
purchase their school books. Follow­
ing that school year, free books were 
provided to the students, said Susan 
McKey Thomas, a life-time resident 
of Valdosta and a member of the 
graduating class.

It was also the last year the ladies 
of a graduating class wore white 
dresses and the men wore suits. The 
next class wore cap and gowns, she 
said.

The class motto was “Today we 
follow, tomorrow we lead.” Class 
president was Noah Langdale, the 
vice president was Louie Peeples 
White and the secretary-treasurer 
was Billy Peeples.

Langdale recently retired as the 
president of Georgia State University 
and Mrs. White served with the 
American Red Cross during World 
War II. She is now very active in lo­
cal civic organizations.

The top two graduates were Mar­
garet Pardee Butterly and Walter 
Carter.

Mrs. Butterly went to the Juilliard 
School of Music in New York City

and is presently a member of the fac­
ulty. Carter is an Industrial Chemis­
try Professor at Georgia Technical 
Institute.

The high school’s principal was 
J.P. Mott and the superintendent of 
schools was A.G. Cleveland. The 
mayor of Valdosta was J.D. Ashley.

The kids danced the big apple and 
the jitterburg to such songs as “I

Three Valdosta High School students won first- 
place awards at the Invent America state competi­
tion at Clayton State College in Morrow.

Holly Rentschler, daughter of Barbara Rent­
schler, tied for first place in the llth-grade divi­
sion, winning a $500 savings bond for her “ Sock-of- 
the-Month Club” invention. Her invention was de­
signed as gifts to be given to friends or relatives 
who have eveiything. .

Dan Altman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Altman, 
and Spencer Iverson, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Iverson, won first place in the senior division of 
team competition, a new category this year. Each 
won plaques for their invention, a “Basketball 
Goal for the Visually Impaired.”

Their invention has a sound tone which helps 
the blind person find the hoop. Once the hoop is

The 1937 graduating class from Valdosta many firsts — Special photo courtesy of t e 
High School was a group that experienced Lowndes County Historical Society.

Double Dare You,” “Josephine,” 
“Never in a Million Years,” “Sail 
Along, Silvery Moon,” “The Near­
ness of You,” “Once in Awhile,” 
“ Harbor Lights,” “ Where or When” 
and “Shall We Dance.”

The best movie of the year many 
young men took their dates to see 
was “Life if Emile Zola.” They then 
took the dates for a Coco-Cola they 
purchased with a nickel.

Janeen Josey, Invent America system coordina­
tor, said state competition is the highest level for 
high school students, but grades kindergarten 
through eighth can compete on a national and in­
ternational level.

Four students in grades three through eight 
from Valdosta City Schools also attended the state 
competition, but their inventions will be judged in 
Washington, D.C., later this month.

Those attending were Emory Patterson, Alex 
Stroud, Daniel McCranie and Amy Register. Each 
of these students placed first at the district com­
petition, allowing them to compete statewide.

Patterson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Christie Patter­
son Jr. and a third-grader at S.L. Mason Elemen­
tary, invented a “Dry Box,” an apparatus that 
allows shoes, paper and other items to dry in only 
minutes.

Also for a nickel, the members of 
the class rode a street car, made a 
telephone call and could buy enough 
stamps to mail a letter or two post­
cards.Gas was a mere 11 cents a gallon 
and a Chevy sold for $600. And any­
thing labeled “Made in Japan” 
meant it was junk. The average 3- 
bedroom house cost $4,100 and the 
average yearly income was $1,893.

Stroud, a fourth-grader at S.L. Mason, invented 
a “ Comfortapad,” a soft cushion on the neck area 
used while wearing seat belts. Stroud is the son of 
Gary and Jean Stroud.

McCranie, son of Mr. and Mrs. Slade McCranie, 
is a fifth-grader at West Gordon Elementary. His 
invention is a “3-in-l Trash Can,” designed as an 
easy way to separate glass, paper, and aluminum 
for recycling without having three different trash 
cans.

Miss Register, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David 
Register, invented a “Better Mixing Bowl,” allow­
ing a spatula to hook onto a mixing bowl to scrape 
contents from the sides as the mixer turns the 
bowl She is a seventh-grader at Valdosta Junior 
High School

Mrs. Josey said Invent America operates 
through the city school gifted program, but offi­
cials are considering extending the program to 
other students.
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Altman, Christina Sarah Bauer, Jac­
queline Nicole Belflower, Latechia 
Tashun Brown, John Scott Casker, 
Christopher Todd Coker, Katherine 
Shaw Coleman, Melanie Elizabeth 
Cowart, Stanley Covington Cox Jr., 
Sara Nicole Demott, Kelly Ann 
Edwards, Sylvia Jane Edwards, 
Crista LeAnn Evans, Jason Brent 
Finland and Michael James Galloy 
Jr.

Also, Shawn Gay, Robin Ann Goli- 
vesky, Christopher Andrew Hart, 
Barbara Anne Ison, Spencer Warren 
Iverson, Jaret Eddins Johnson, 
Wynne Randle Johnson, Emily Shea 
Josey, Michael Erik Linger, Jill 
Marie Mueller, Joshua Daniel 
Papandrea, Jamie Ruth Rainwater, 
John Miles Ramey, Catherine Rowe, 
Kelly Ann Rowell, Farell Marcellus 
Scott, Shayna Shapiro, Heather Ann 
Strayhorn, Virginia Grace Williams.

Christopher Andrew Hart was rec­
ognized as the Best All Around 
Senior, and Joy Whaley Purvis was 
honored as having perfect atten­
dance during her. 12 years of school.

Other graduates include Mark 
Alan Adair, Marion Everette Adams 
II, * John Brooks Akins, William 
Thomas Alexander, Amy Dawn 
Alfson, Valerie Felica Armstrong, 
David Kortez Arnold, Ruby Lavoris 
Arnold, Chiquita Latrelle Askew, 
Jeffery Charles Ballentine, Candice 
Nicole Banks, Shane Thomas Barn­
hart, Ashley Robert Bass, Corey 
Samuel Bea, Pamela Lee Bennett 
and Stephanie Cherese Bennett.

Also, Honey Lynn Bentley, Robert 
Lee Berian, Tamula Tameka Ber- 
rian, Greta Voncil Vonzella Berry, 
Kimberly Ann Beverly, Linda Gail 
Bines, David Timothy Bishop, Erik 
Michael Biskupiak, Steve Wilford 
Blankenship, Joel Mahone 
Boatright, Charles Stephen Bonner, 
Latesha Yvette Bradley, Eric Von 
Bramble, James Bernard Braswell, 
Bayh Julia Brindger, Lori Lenore 
Brooks, Frederick Lanard Brown, 
Kelvin Dewayne Brown, Linda Faye 
Brown, Monolito Montoya Brown.

Also, Reginald Bernard Brown, 
Christina Lynn Browning, Freda 
Latrelle Bruton, Jerald Nicole Bry­
ant, Reginald Keith Bryant, Dana 
Allison Burch, Michelle Lynn Bur­
gess, Christine Elizabeth Burke, 
Kathleen Mary Burke, Belenda 
Anne Burleigh, Angela Denise But­
ler, Jeffery Bernard Butler, Heather 
Joanna Caino, Tara Laigh Campbell, 
Ryan Dennis Cannon, Craig William 
Carter, David Christopher Carter, 
Glenda Yolanda Carter and Tracy 
Jermaine Carter.

Also, Monica Lettye Ann Ceaser, 
Christopher Bernard Chachere, 
Golda Tanyka Caroline Benigna 
Christie, Janie Clark, Lori Nichole 
Clemons, Alfreda Lastonia Cochran, 
Rachel Loretta Coleman, Benjamin 
Irvin Copeland Jr., George Ashley 
Copeland Jr., Laura Leigh Courson, 
Shawn Walter James Courson, John

Howard Cowell, Jacquelyne Michelle 
Cox, Rhonda Michelle Crawford, 
Paul Wilbert Cribbs Jr., Sean Pat­
rick Cullen, Bruce Dwayne Daniels.

Also, Lester Daniels Jr., Pamela 
Lynette Daniels, Suzette LaTrelle 
Davidson, Carla Evette Davis, 
Sebastian RoShon Davis, John Early 
Day III, Maurice Brian Dean, Garti 
Carolyna Dennis, Kiska Tameka 
Dennis, Jack Donaldson III, Terry 
Roshon Dukes, Natasha Vemita 
Duncan, Mary Clare Duplantis, Ran­
dal Durrah, Shawn Antwan Eady, 
Nancy Zan Eanes, Elizabeth Marie 
Edwards, Leigh Ashli England, 
Colby Brian English and Robert Lee 
Fillmore.

Also, Victoria Mechelle Finnies- 
see, Renee Faith Flowers, Tara 
Sabrina Flucas, Ian William Folsom, 
Andrew Lee Fc III, Curtis Gerald 
Fowler II, Nealana Lynn Freeman, 
Sonia Evette French, Ell Maurice 
Fuller, Jack Cyril Fuller, Sabrina 
Latrice Fuller, Addison William Gai- 
tor Jr., Antonio Bernard Garrett, 
Michael Saunders Garwood Jr., 
Shawn Davan Gary, Beverly Mich­
elle Gaskins, Gregory Wade Gau- 
mond.

Also, Pamela Paxson Giddens, Joe 
Gilliard III, Tyrone Davis Glaster, 
Renita Trenelle Gloster, Christopher 
Lamar Gomez, Felicia Regina 
Gosier, James Matthew Grady, 
Tracy DiShun Graham, Sheila Mich­
elle Gray, Hattie Lee Green, Kerri 
Beth Greenway, Jada Lyn Griffin, 
Jason Eric Griffin, Jennifer Caroline 
Griffin, Stephen Michael Griffin, 
Christopher Charles Gross, Kevin 
Lee Hall, Hoke Andre’ Hampton, 
Lisa Renee Hargett, Deirdre C. 
Morrison Harrell and Felicia Eliza­
beth Harris.

Also, Saundra Gail Harris, Holly 
Jeanne Hastings, Jonathan Wayne 
Hastings, Ronald Lee Hasty, 
Rhonda Monique Head, Cynthia 
Leigh Helms, Anquenette Longvette 
Henderson, Frederick Antonio Hen­
ton, Cleveland Wesley Herring Jr., 
Shannon Elizabeth Hill, Alexander 
Henry Hodge, Tonya Melissa Hodge, 
Muriel Marissa Holmes, Stacy 
Lamont Holmes.

Also, Sharisa Delania Hope, Van­
essa Hull, Meredith Ince, Willie Rus­
sell Jackson, Lemuel Laverne 
Jacobs, Belinda Maria James, 
Felicia Denise James, Jeffrey David 
Jankosky, Hanif Asim Jenkins, 
Cedric Leonard Johnson, Darcy 
Haywood Johnson, Gregory Lamar 
Johnson, Michelle Renee Johnson, 
Steven Craig Johnson, Wendy Pat­
rice Johnson, Woodrow Vincent 
Johnson, Anthony Leon Jones, 
Lewis Alvin Jones Jr., Michelle 
Renee Jones and Tinease Delois 
Jones.

Also, Tredessa Denise Jones, 
Frederick Lawrence Keeling, Quin- 
tina Joyce Kerns, Jason Bernard 
King, Daniel William Knowlton, Tra­
vis Devonne Lane, Wanda Michelle 
Lane, Theresa Lynn Lawson, Ken-

T(^5 6-7-^
neth James Lester, Eddie LaKeith 
Lewis, Kimberly Denise Lewis, Kim­
berly Lisi, Carlos Demetrius Lissi- 
more, Keith Christopher Lock, Alisa 
Elisabeth Lovoll, Cristie Michelle 
Lowe.

Also, Keith Allan Ludlum, Marcus 
Antonio Lynch, Major Lynn Jr., Ale­
sia Evette Mabry, James Edward 
Manning, Anita Valaria Matchett, 
Tawanya Yvette Matthews, Derrick 
Nathaniel Mays, Allison McAllister, 
Larry Jerome McCain, Rhonda Dan- 
telle McClendon, Julian Russell 
McDonald III, Carlton Darrell 
McDuffie, Sharon Denise McKinnon, 
Melanie Alicia McPipkin and 
Michael Timothy McSwain.

Also, Joseph Chadwick Meadows, 
Matthew Robert Means, Russell 
Mark Melligan, Gayla Annette 
Miller, Mari Lynn Minks, Allen 
Lamar Mitchell, Bart Theo Mizell, 
Helen Remenliza Monroe, Hee Chui 
Moon, Sherman Franchot Moore, 
James Ryan Moorman, Tonya Beth 
Morey, Joseph Chadwick Morin, 
Tangie Shantle Morrison, Jeffrey 
Darin Moxley, Rachel Kimberly 
Murray, William Shannon Myers, 
Christopher Brady Newsome, 
Anthony Charles Newton, Valerie 
Michelle Newton, Jason Christopher 
Nichols.

Also, Lori Elizabeth Norman, Nic­
ola Ann Norris, Stephanie Lores Oli­
ver, James Thomas Osborne Jr., 
Jeffrey Jonathan Panetti, Barry 
Robert Parker, Carlos Antonio. Par­
ker, Esperanza Birhinia Monique 
Parker, Laurie Lynn Parramore, 
Albert Lee Patterson, Sheila Evette 
Perry, Steven Gales Petermann, 
Jason Eric Peters, Angela Peterson, 
Thomas Michael Phagans II, Carl 
Eugene Phillips, Petra LaTrelle 
Phillips, Ivey Webster Plair, Angela 
Beth Pompey, Alfred Bernard Pres­
ton and LaMonica Ruth Pride.

Also, Malinda Leigh Pruette, Joy 
Whaley Purvis, Patricia Marilyn 
Radney, Jasmin Pamela Ragheb, 
Scott VanSant Ramirez, Eric Anto­
nio Ramsey, Tonya Meshell Reese, 
Velma Jean Riley, Trent Aveiy 
Roberson, LaTonya Ann Roberts, 
Luther Roberts Jr., Efrem Zimblist 
Abercrombie Robinson, Myel Jensen 
Robinson, Stephanie Renee Rodg­
ers, Christopher Michael Rosa, 
Sanita LaShawn Ross.

Also, Herbert Amos Rumlin, Clar­
ence Edward Ryan Jr., Diana Delo­
ris Saucier, Amy Catherine Sayre, 
Charlie Lee Scurry Jr., Jennifer 
Caroline Seago, Kimberly Traciann 
Selph, Julie Ann Sheets, Michael 
Todd Sherman, Harrison Burke 
Sherwood, Willie Charles Simon Jr., 
Sabrina Simpson, Keith Bernard 
Sims, Martiele Virginia Sineath, 
Tangela Yvette Simans, Rodney 
Dwayne Smallwood, Andre Deme­
trius Smith and Charles Lemuel 
Smith.

Also, Keith Lamonte Smith, Lisa 
Mitchell Smith, Maria Antionette 
Smith, Terrence Chantre Smith, 
Toshia Antoinette Smith, Tracy 
Lynn Smothers, Kathryn Ann Soper, 
Tonya Southers, Charles Daron 
Spray, Ashley Paige Stabell, Mere- 
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Steinberg Jr., Ian Lamont Stewart, 
Eric LaNorris Stone, Jennifer DeL­
oach Strickland, Samantha Strick­
land, Jarrod Rhymes Stump, Keith 
Whitley Taylor.

Also, Richard Leroy Thiele, James 
Christopher Thigpen, Dexter Sebas­
tian Thomas, Dwayne Thomas, Mar­
cus Demetrius Thomas, Timothy 
Wayne Tillman, Keith Bernard Too­
ley, Judson Louis Turner, Cassan­
dra Yvette Twine, Malcolm Guevara 
Tyson, Deborah Suzanne VanNus, 
Mary Shea Yarn, Vickie Conuella 
Wade, Jarred Brian Walker, LaSha- 
ron Diane Walker and Valencia 
Brown Walker.

Also, Tanya Varshea 
Weatherspoon, Forrest Lehman 
Weeks, Jonathan Wayne Westfall, 
Natarsha Nicole White, Sharon 
Yvonne White, Landon Craig Wilder, 
Kevin Will Wilkerson, Anthony Ber­
nard Williams, Baratunde Yero Wil­
liams, Delores Davis Williams, 
Omega Teresa Williams, Pamela 
Diane Williams, Veronica Dionne 
Williams, Alfonza Willis, Yolanda 
Regina Wiseman, Shannon Michael 
Woods, Shunda Michelle Woods, 
Afusso Wright, Angeila Michelle 
Wright, Carma Alisha Wright, 
Gegory Scott Youngblood.

The 1989-90 class officers were 
president Chris Hart, vice president 
Spencer Iverson, secretary Farell 
Scott and treasurer Nicola Norris. 
Jason Griffin served as the Student 
Council president.


