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BLAZER NICKNAMES

Nicknames are a '"special'" ingredient in baseball. They add
interest and luster to both players and fans allke., Below 1is a
list of "nicknames" that BLAZER horsehlders have earned from thelir
exploits.

DARRELL BRANAM eccceccccccccccscessee Little D

BILL PARSONS ecevececcccccsscseseseses Wilbur

VINCE MUSASHE sececccccocccsnsscssse HOOter; Vinnile
JEROME REGISTER ssensnessssessssens e J; Romeo

JEFF GREENHAILGH (before tourneys) . ML-Skyball
JEFF GREENHALGH (after tourneys) .. Moose

DAN DARDEN eeevssvesccsccscssascesses leacon

STEVE MCDIFPITT eecccceccscccnscasses The Glant Killer
JIM ROQUEMORE ccecvcccscccesanseese ROCK

FOSTER FORAN ceeesesecccsccseccsseseses ROOSter

DANNY CHADWICK seeccccscccecscssese TOad

mRTY LeFILES ® 5 S 000 0 9 000 O8RS OS S Hat

A TRIBUTE

Eight men from this year's squad will not be with the BLAZERS
next season. All of them have been with the team the past two
Years, when Valdosta State did what no other baseball team in
history has ever done-- earn its way into the NAIA World Series
one year, and into the NCAA World Series the next. Each man,
in his own way, contributed greatly to the team's success. IListed

on the following pages is each man's statistical record at Valdosta
State.

SAM BOWEN .. centerfield-pitech .. Brunswick, Ga.

Possibly the greatest baseball player in “college during the
past seasSon....Transfer from Brunswick JC....Made first team NCAA
All-American....}MVP of the Blazers, the South Atlantic Conference,
and the South Atlantic Region, and also a member of the 1974 All-
World Series team....Signed a substantial bonus with the Boston
Red SoX....Hls best games the past two years were in the tournaments,
even though his play was "super" every game....Simply a pleasure to
watch....Was 5-3 as a pltcher, and led the team last year with a 1,10
ERA....Threw smoke, and always won the "big-one" for the Blazers.

- AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
1973 ceeeees 184 43 49 36 . 266 1M 5 7 14
1974 ¢eeeeas 160 52 55 37 o 344 16 7 20

TOTALS 344 95 104 73  ,302 22 11 14 34




RICK BOWERS ) EitCher 0 Tlpton, E&o

Transfer from Brewton-lrarker JC....Undefeated at Valdosta Stateceee
His ERA of 0.90 has only been topped twlice in VSC history....Pltched
5 shut-outs in two years, and picked up a crucial win, 2-1, over VWest
Georgla thls sSeasoNe.o.sWill rank among the top 10 ERA pitchers in the
nation for 1974.

G IP H* R ER BB S0 W-L ERA

1973 o0 o000 9 3# 28 8 6 21 18 3‘0 1-57
1974 eeeveee 9 50 36 11 5 271 25 6-0 0.90
TOTALS 18 84 64 19 11 48 43 9-0 1,18

DAN CHADWICX .. pitcher .. East Gary, Ind.

A Iour-year letterman, wno played on four championshlip teamS..e.
Made All-NAIA District 25 last season....Beat Shorter 2-1 in the
District finals, as a frosh....Beat Mercer four consecutive timeSeses
Had four shut-ocuts the past two seasonsS....Known as the "Toad"....
Hit .500 a2s a frosh....A good fielding pitcher....%Will be difficult
to replace.

IP H R ER BB S0 W-1L ERA

: G
1971 evsevo o0 5 24 16 6 2 8 20 2‘1 0075
1972 secsves 8 30 45 24 20 7 20 3‘3 6.00
1973 ceoesee 9 55.2 44 18 12 19 48 6-0 1.94
1974 4eeeese 10 57.2 53 25 20 28 21 3=3 3.12
TOTALS .32 167.1 158 73 54 62 109 14=7 2.90

GENE FELTS .. leftfield .. Lakeland, Ga.

The greatest career player in Valdosta State history....Holds
every career hitting record....0nly missed the stolen base record to
make a clean swWweeD....Had a tremendous year in 1974, except for hime..e.
Had a fantastic sophomore season....lade first team NAIA All-inmerican
in 1972 and 1973....Made All-NAIA World Series in 1973....Hit the
best pitchers, and against the best teams....Led the team in batiting
for two years....Signed a bonus contract with the New York }MctSeeee
With Bowen and Register, comprised the best ocutfield in college ball
in 1974....Most accurate arm on the team....A pleasure to know.

AB R H BI AVG., ‘2B 3B HR SB .
1971 Se o000 167 28 46 ]2 .275 4 2 2 14
1972 eceseee 168 54 61 50 363 9 6 13 19
1973 ecseses 212 41 78 29 .368 11 6 4 20
1974 eeeeees 183 39 53 30 .290 10 4 0O 14
TOTALS 730 162 238 121 . 326 3418 19 67




A

MARTY LePILES .. pitcher .. Valdosta, Ga.

Best relief piicher in Valdosta State history....During 1973,
entered every game he pitched with men in scoring position, and
allowed only one run to score; that on an error....Beat Grand Canyon
in 1973 NAIA World Series, and Rollins in 1974 Atlantic Reglonal....
Was 8-16 as a career hitter, with 2 home runs....President of his
frat, and has 3.8 GPA....1974 VSC Spirit-award winner...No one has
ever been more coachable,

G IP H R ER BB SO W-L ERA
1972 oe 0800 7 17 8 4 1 4 5 1"0 0053
1973 seeveoeee 14 53.1 48 2’ : 14 14 25 8"'0 2.36
1974 senovoso 16 44 43 27 22 18 17 2-2 4.50

TOTALS 37 114 .1 99 52 37 36 47 11-2 2,91

JEROME REGISTER .. rightfield .. Valdosta, Ga.

Transfer from Middle Georgla JC....cut from his JC team as a
sophomore....Worked way into Blazer line-up in 1973, when he was the
team's second leading hitter....Led VSC to 1973 NAIA World Series when
his throw, and run-scoring double toppled David Lipscomb 1-0....Always
hit in the clutch....Al11-South Atlantic Conference in 1974....Passed
up last year of elgibility to sign a substantial bonus contract with
the Boston Red So0X....A money ballplayer, with best speed on the team....
Very coachable, a highly popular with the fans....Hit well in the 1974
Reglonal and World Series....Part of an irreplacable outfleld,

AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
1973 ceeeeee 141 28 43 34 « 505 5 ) 1 10
1974 ceeeees 150 32 52 29 347 8 3 1 10
TOTALS 291 60 95 63 «326 13 6 2 20

LARRY RENEW .. manager .. lLumpkin, Ga.

ILike another coaCh....100% a baseball man....Tremendous worker
and organizer....Lived and died with the team's success....Pressed into
service as the 1973 "Sparks" catcher, and did a fine Jjob....Announced

. retirement at last team meeting in Springfield....Wlll be greatly missed.

AB R H BI AVG. 2B 3B HR SB
1973 Sparks .. 11 2 3 4 «273 o 0 o 2

RALPH STARLING .. outfield .. Valdosta, Ga.

FiIrst substitute In greatest outfield in VSC history....Transfer
from Norman JC....Played in 40% of Blazer games for past tWwo SeasonSe.e.
Great defense, with good, accurate arm....Went 2-5 against Eckerd in
1974 Regional final....Very active in Baptist Student Union....Oldest
player on team, and added maturity to squad....Would have started for
other conference teams, .

| AB R H BI AVG. 2B 3B HR SB

1973 veesees 18 1 3 1 167 0 0 © 0
1974 ceveeee 24 3 6 1 «250 1 0O 0 0
TOTALS 42 4 9 2 214 1 0 o0 0

-




' " VALDOSTA STATE :
1974 Exhibition Game Statistics
March 3, 1974
' won 12 - lost 2
' . AB R H BI AVG., 2B 3B HR
Jerry Dennis, 1b 20 3 9 4 450 1 0 O
Ralph Starling, of 20 3 9 2 450 o t 0
Dan Alford, ss 29 10 13 11 448 4 0 0
' Jeff Greenhalgh, 1b 21 1 8 9 .381 1 2 0
Gene Felts, 1f 31 15 11 6 « 355 2 .0 1
Bill Petty, p-dh 17 5 6 2 «353 1 0 O
l Vince Musashe, 2b 19 6 6 3 316 1 0-0
Darrell Branam, € 23 2 7 4 « 304 1 0 O
Bill Parsons, inf 26 3 7 3 .269 0O 0 O
Jim Roquemore, c 4 0 1 o «250 0O 0 O
l Foster Foran, c-p 25 5 6 3 « 240 LI B
Steve Sumner, 3b 25 3 6 4 « 240 0O 0 O
Marty Bishop, 3b 22 3 5 1 226 1 0 O
l Dan Darden, p-dh 19 6 4 5 211 0O 0 1
Sam Bowen, cf 26 13 5 11 .192 1 0 1
Jerome Register, rf 33 9 6 3 .182 2 0 0
l Lark Hahn, of 16 1 2 0 .125 0 0 0
Pete Reeves, inf 11 0] 1 2 .091 o 0 O
Marty LeFiles, p 1 1 0 0] «000 0O 0 O
Steve McDiffitt, p 1 0] 6] 0 +000 0O 0 O
. Tony Ferrera, p 2 1 0o 0 .000 0O 0 O
' TOTALS 391 90 112 73 286 16 4 4
G- IP H R ER BB S0 W-1L
' Marty Lefiles 4 12 4 1 0 3 3 1-0
Foster Foran 2 4 0 1 0 3 3 1=1
Sam Bowen 1 2 0] 1 0 1 4 1-0-
Tony Ferrera 3 7 5 1 1 4 5 0-0-
I Dan Darden 4 15 8 3 3 7 13 3=0
Dan Chadwick 5 15 14 6 3 4 4 1=0
Larry Felts 3 5 3 3 1 2 7 1-0
i B111’ Petty b 1% 11 6 3 10 7 0-0
Rick Bowers 4 15 14 8 5 14 7 B
Steve McDiffitt 3 6 8 T 5 5 2 1=0
' TOTALS 15 95 67 37 21 53 55 12-2
' BLAZERS 1, VSC Alumni ...... O BLAZERS 10, South Georgia ... 7
BLAZERS 4, VSC Alumni ..eee0 3 BLAZERS 13, South Georgia ... 4
BLAZERS 6, South Georgia ... 2 BLAZERS 4, South Georgia ... 1
I BLAZERS 2, South Georgia ... 1 BLAZERS O, South Georgla ... 2
BLAZERS 12, ABAC cocccocccecse 1 BLAZERS 8, ABAC ceesccccccees 9
BLAZERS 11, ABAC ccececcccscee | BLAZERS 6, ABAC ceceescecces 2
' BLAZERS 6, ABAU seevsccccons ! BLAZERS 5, South Georgia ... 1
' # statistics include 2-2, tie, with South Georgia
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VALDOSTA STATE
Final Statistics

June 3, 1974
won 38 ~ lost 13

AB R. H BI AVG.

' ‘ 2B 3B HR SB
Foster Foran, dh 42 12 17 18 405 3 0 2 1
Dan Darden, dh 106 25 39 8 . 368 4 0 0 7
Jerome Register, rf 150 32 52 29 o 34T 8 3 1 10
Sam Bowen, cf 160 52 55 37 o 344 1 6 7 20
Darrell Branam, c 132 28 43 34 « 326 7 O 3 2
Gene Felts, 1f 183 39 53 30 «290 10 4 0 14
Steve Sumner, 3b 98 16 28 15 .286 3 1 0 3
Vince Musashe, 2b 32 6 9 3 .281 O 0 o0 1
Pete Reeves, ss 96 17 26 4 271 3 0 O 3
Marty Bishop, 3b 85 9 23 15 271 5 1 0] 2
Ralph Starling, of 24 3 6 1 «250 1 0] 0 0
Jeff Greenhalgh, 1b 117 20 27 26 o231 2 1 3 2
Dan Alford, 20 127 19 24 18 .189 3 2 1 12
Bill Parsons, ss 46 12 8 4 o1 T4 1 0 o} 3
Jerry Dennis, 1b 44 3 7 3 .159 1 0O O 1
Bill Petty, dh 29 7 3 1 «103 1 0 ) 4

others 20 4 7 4 - 0O 0 0 0
VSC TOTALS v 1491 304 427 250 .286 63 18 17 86
OPPONENTS 1468 174 344 134 234 38 7 15 38

G IP H R ER BB SO Ww-L ERA
Rick Bowers 9 50 36 11 5 27 25 6=-0 0.90
Bill Petty 13 80.1 64 24 18 24 30 11=2 2.02
Dan Darden 13 69.2 48 32 17 42 56 T=2 2.70
Dan Chadwick 10 57.2 53 25 20 28 21 3=3 3412
Steve McDiffitt 9 46 42 21 18 18 19 5«1- 3.52
Foster Foran 5 27.1 30 21 12 15 16 2-2 3495
Marty LeFiles 16 44 43 27 22 18 17 2=2 4.50

others 10 22 28 13 11 19 23 2=1 -

VSC TOTALS 51 397 344 174 123 191 207 38-13 2.79
OPPONENTS 51 376 427 304 225 237 217 13-38 539

457 L ARA 2, u.L/
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LARK HAHN has another "brilliant" suggestion for COACH
THOMAS during a Blazer BP session,




VALDOSTA STATE
Flnal South Atlantic Conference Statistics
May 12, 1974
won 16 - lost 2

AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
Dan Darden, dh 43 12 17 4 « 395 3 0 © 3
Steve Sumner, 3b 28 7 11 9 «393 2 1 o 3
Jerome Register, rf 52 12 19 10 « 365 4 1 0 5
Darrell Branam, c 51 10 18 15 ¢ 353 3 0 2 2
Sam Bowen, cf 55 17 19 14 o 345 3 0 5 5
Gene Felts, 1f 58 10 18 16 310 5 1 0 4
Marty Bishop, 3b 29 6 9 5 310 2 0 o0 0
Foster Foran, dh 17 6 5 5 « 294 1 o 0 1
Pete Reeves, ss 29 5 8 1 276 1 0 o 1
Dan Alford, 2b 41 T 11 7 « 268 ] 1 1 3
Jeff Greenhalgh, 1b 42 8 10 6 «238 1 o o0 0
Bill Parsons, ss 16 6 2 2 .125 1 0 o0 1
others 27 7 T 3 - 0 0] o 3
BLAZER TOTALS 488 113 154 97 316 27 4 8 31
G IP H R ER BB S0 W-L ERA
Rick Bowers 4 - 22.1 16 6 2 7 11 3-0 - 0,81
Bill Petty 8 41 .1 30 12 9 10 18 6=~1 1.96
Steve McDiffitt 2 13.2 8 4 4 6 7 2-0 2463
Dan- Chadwick 3 14, 13 5 5 6 6 1=0 3614
Foster Foran 1 5.2 5 3 2 4 6 1=0 3417
Marty LeFiles 7 14 15 7 T 4 4 1-1 4,50
Dan Darden 4 13,2 18 g9 T 17 13 2=0 4,61
8 125 105 46 36 54 65 16=-2 2.59

BLAZER TOTALS 1

"BILLY" PARSONS poses
before his first
starting assignment.




VALDOSTA STATE
Final Record
won 38 - lost 13

VSC 9, Shorter ceeeecesccsccess 4 i 3VSC 15, Florida State seeeececess 1
VSC 7, ShOIter eececeeccssscees 4 ¢ VSC 18, #Southern TeCh eeeeeees 3
VSC 4’ Vanderbllt ecececececeses 8 ¢ " VSC 61 *Southern TeCh ccevecess 5
VSO 5, Vanderbilt teesceccssese S} . VSC 3, #COlUMbBUS secesecssccse T
VsSe 4’ Morris Harvey (W.Va.) PP 3 : 2VSC 5, #Columbus esevsceeessneo 4
VSC 10, Morris Harvey (W.Va.) s O§ < VSC 10, Georgla Southwestern .. 7
Vse 2, Morris Harvey (W,V&.) ee T i »1VSC 1, Mercer cecesccesccscsse 2
VSC 3, Bowling Green State eeeo 2 “VSC 4, #West GEOTE12 seveeccce 3
VSC 1, Georgla ceesecececccceee 3 F VSC 2, #West Georgla seeecsess |
VSC 79 AShland (00) coeeosssco e 2’V QVSC 2’ Albany State (Ga°) LA AN 1
VSC o, Ohlo eesessecsscccscssce [ ’ : VSC 4, Albany State (Gao) coss -
VS¢ 5, Ohio S0 ecos0s0s0sssnnee e 3 - VSC 6, *AuguSta sesesssesscsse O
VSO 1, Mercer-Atlanta cecececee O N }VSC 1, #AUGUSTE ceeesvecccccees O
VSC 7, Mercer-Atlanta ececeeeeee 1 f '

VSC 8, Georgia Southwestern ... 1} NCAA SOUTH ATLANTIC REGIONAL
VSC 3, Florida State seecesseocs 6 3 @ lakeland, Florida

VSC 4, Erskine (S.C.) cessevens | §~;, :

VSC 3, Mercer e.ececsocccosesss O 2 TVSC 13, RO11INS eceveecssocssnss O
VSe 5, #Southern TeCh ceececscee 3 % - VSC 11, Eckerd (Flao) cevccsnce 4
VSC 8, #Southern Tech P ¢ ] % H;VSG 59 Eckerd (Flao) eeeccsrsee 8
VSC 6, #Armstrong State eeeeese | I :VSC 15, Eckerd (Fla.) sececeses 3
VSC 5’ *Armstrong State e0sccoe 6 %”ﬁ  '

VSC 6’ Lewis (Illo) esssssscnss O % P NCAA WORLD SERIES

VSe 6’ Lewils (Illo) eseesccsces [ %’ Q@ Springfield, Illinoils

vVse 11, #Columbus ssceesceessesee 6 % j

VSce 6) #ColumbusS seeececccesncs 3§§ ¢ VSC 9, NeWw 0rleans eceecesecceel’
Vse 6, Georgla Southern ceeeece 3 é . VSC O, New Haven (Conn.) cosee 1
VSC 5, Georgla Southern eeeeeeo 4 /|

VSC 3, #AUEUST2 eeeeescercseese O &

VSC 4, *Augusta ®e00s000000000 o i

VSC 8, #Armstrong State eeeeeee O %

VSC 12, #Armstrong State ceeeees 4 §

COACH THOMAS sits in the
dugout in Springfield,
I1l., during the New
Orleans game. What
could be on his mind
except baseball?




March 9

123 456 7 R H E
Shorter S0 s cos R 103 OOO O - 4 8 3
ValdOSta State LI N ) OOO 342 X = 9 10 0

Wright, Dean (5) & McGinnis; Darden &

Branam. (Felts 2x4; Bowen 3x4, 2b-2b=-2b;
Branam 2b, 2 rbi's) ‘WP~ Darden (1-0),
LP- Wright (O-1)

123 456 7 R H E
Shorter LI BN I A A N NN Y OOO 130 0 - 4 4 2
ValdOSta State ce e e 010 420 X =- 7 -6 2
Robbins, Johnston (4) & Summers, McGinnis (5);
Petty & Branam. (Felts 2x3; Branam 2 rbi's)
WP- Petty (1-0), LP- Robbins (O-1)

March 10
123 456 7 R H E
Vanderbilt seeeoesvee 202 000 4 - 8 10 1
Valdosta State ..... 000 202 O -4 7 5
Coyne, Palmore (7) & Tinsley; Foran, LeFlles
(3), L. Felts (7) & Branam, Foran (3). (Felts
2x3; Reglister 3b, 3 rbi's) WP- Coyne (2-0),

- LP~- LeFiles (0=-1)

_ 123 4567 R H E
Vanderbilt ....cee.. 020 013 2 -~ 8 11 1
Valdosta State oo oo OOO 005 0 - 5, 9 3

Wilson, Rhodes (6), Palmore (7) & Garcia;
Bowen, McDiffitt (6), Ferrera (7) & Foran.
(Alford 2 rbi's; Foran 3x3, HR, 2 rbl's;
Dennis 2x4, Starling 2x4) WP- Wilson (1-1),
LP- Bowen (0=-1)

March 11
123 456 789 1011 R H E
Morris Harvey .seese 000 020 100 00 -3 8 4
ValdOSta State oe s o 000'001 200 O 1 - # 8 3
Glover, Farrell (8) & Cappucclo; Chadwick & Foran.
(Foran 2x5, 2b, 2 rbi's; Register 3x5) WP- Chadwick
(1-0), LP- Farrell (0-1) .

March 12
: 123 456 789 R H E
Morris Harvey ...... 000 OO0 000 - O 7 5
Valdosta State ..... 000 261 O1x -10 15 1

Francls & Cappucclo; Bowers & Branam, Rogquemore
(8). (Foran 3x3, 2b, HR, 5 rbi's; Reeves 2x3;
Felts 2x5; Dennis 2x5) WP~ Bowers (1-0), LP=-
Franclis (0-2)



March 13

' 123 456 789 R H E
Morris Harvey evevecee 000 005 002 =~ 7 8 1
Valdosta State eeeeee. 200 000 000 - 2 9 5

Farrell & Cappucclo; Darden & Foran, Roquemore (7).
(Felts 2x4, 3b; Reglster 2x4; Petty 2x4) WP- Farrell
(1-1), LP~- Darden (1=1)

March 20 '

123 456 7 R H E
Bowling Green State .. 010 100 0 - 2 6 1
Valdosta State seeeees 200 100 x -3 6 O

Hale, Frilling (5) & Owen; Petty, LeFiles (6)

& Branam, WP- Petty (2-0), LP- Hale (0=-1)

123 456 7 R H E
Georgia s0eccesvns e 000 210 O = 3 4 o
Valdosta State *seo o0 000 OOO 100 0 hoad 1 2 3

Ivie, Tripp (6) & 0O'Conner; Darden & Branan.
WP~ Ivie (1-«0), LP- Darden (1-2)

March 21 - @ Mercer-Atlanta (2), rain

March 22
123 456 789 R

AShland e esecsosveese 000 110 000 -~ 2
Valdosta State oo so000e OOO 030 4OX - 7 1 1

May, Woolford (7), Pedichord (8) & Rupert;
Bowers & Branam. (Sumner 2x5, 2b; Felts 2x4, 2b;
Bowen 2b, 2 rbi's; Greenhalgh 2x5) WP- Bowers
(2-0), LP- May (1=-1)

H E
6 1
1

March 23
123 456 7

R H
Ohio oo e OGO OIEPOIOLOBNOLOSESTS OOO 304 O - 7 11
Valdosta State essesse 000 000 O - O 5

Tobik & Robertson; Chadwlck, Ferrera (6),
Roquemore (7) & Branam. (Felts 2x4, 2b)
W~ Toblk (2-0), LP- Chadwick (1-1)

123 456 7 R H E
Ohio ®® 00 008 s 0000 oo 011 OOO 1 3 8 2
Valdosta State RN YN 040 100 X - 5 3 1 ’
Corron, Williams (4) & Nichelson, Robertson (6);
Foran & Branam. (Bishop 2b, 2 rbi's) WP- Foran
(1-0), LP- Corron (0-1)

E
1
1
)

March 24

123 456 7 R H E
Mercer-Atlanta ceeseese 000 OO0 0O -0 O 1
Valdosta State eeeeeee 001 OO0 x =1 2 O

Hurst & Reed; Darden & Branam. (Register
2x2, HR) WP- Darden (2-2), LP- Hurst (2-2)




123 456 7 R H E

c°1umbus o9 v 0 0ceev00eS 300 OOO O - 3 4 1

Valdosta State ....... 023 100 x = 6 9 1
Marschand, Witt (3), Mallory (6) & Chester;
Petty & Branam. (Felts 2x3, 2b; Register 2x3,
2b, 3b) WP- Petty (5-0), LP- Marschand (5-4)

April 18 .
123 456 7 R H E
Georgla Southern ..... 000 300 0 - 3 8
Valdosta State seeee.. 300 003 x -6 5
Beck & Salter; McDiffitt & Branam. (Darden
2x3; Register 2 rbi's; Alford 2 rbi's) wp-

McDlffitt (2-0), LP- Beck (3-2)

2
2
r

123 456 7 R H E
Georgia Southern ..... 020 020 0 - 4 8 1
Valdosta State oo o000 032 OOO X = 5 7 O

Kruppa & Salter; LeFiles, Petty (5) & Branam.

(Greenhalgh HR, 3 rbi's) WP~ Petty (6-0), LP-
Kruppa (3-1)
April 20

123 456 7 R H E
Augusta srecsssvasseses 000 000 O = 0 4 (0]
ValdOSta State ®*v20000e 002 100 X = 3 4 2

Brown & Tillman; Bowers & Branam. WP- Bowers
(4-0), LP~- Brown (1-3)

. 123 456 7 R H
Augusta ® e 000N IBGBOBSOILOOS OOO 000 0 - O '3
Valdosta State eeeeeee 010 030 X - 4 4
Belcher & Tillman; Chadwick & Branam.
WP- Chadwick (3-1), LP- Belcher (2-3)

April 23

123 456 7 R H E
Armstrong State ...... 000 000 0 = Q0 5 2
Valdosta State .ee0... 200 105 x - 8 12 1

Bumgardner & Barnhill; Petty & Branam.

(Darden 3x4; Branam 2x4‘ 2 rbi's; Sumner 2x2,
2b-2b; Greemhalgh 2 rbi's) Wp- Petty (7-0),
LP~- Bumgardner (6-2)

123 456 7 R H E

Armstrong State ...... 200 011 0 - 4 6 2
Valdosta State ....... 471 000 x ~12 12 3

Maner, Holland (1), Zettler (2) & Graham;
Darden, Petty (2), LeFiles (7) & Branam,
Roquemore (6). (Bowen 3x3, HR, 3 rbi's; Felts
2x4, 2b-2b; Register 2b, 2 rbi's; Bishop 2x3, 2b,
2 rbl's; Greenhalgh 2 rbi's) .wWp- Petty (8-0),
LP~- Maner (4-3)




.

May 4 - with VSC ahead 4-2 in the 4th, with the bases
loaded, and one out, a cloud-burst (named
the Archie Drip, by "Little 'D'") rained-out
a win over West Georgia; but the next dayees

May 5 .
123 456 7 R H E
West Georgia o0 0o 00000 200 OOO 1 - 3 4 O
- Valdosta State s...... 001 002 1 = & 7 1

Bennett, Camp (6) & Jandl; Petty & Branam.
(Bowen 2x4, HR, 2b, 2 rbl's; Branam 2x3, 2b,
2 rbl's) WP~ Petty (9-1), LP- Camp (12=3)

123 456 7 R H E
West Georgla veeeeeees 000 010 O - 1 3 1
Valdosta State se..ees 000 020 X = 2 3 1
Camp, Newkirk (4) & Lewis; Bowers & Branam,
WP- Bowers (6-0), LP- Newkirk (4-4)

May 6 @ Albany, Ga.
123 456 789 R
Valdosta State ®e 00000 000 OOO 101 - 2
Albany State oo 00o0 00 010 OOO OOO - 1
LeFiles, Darden (4), Bowen (7) & Roquemor
Branam (4); Harris & McConnell. WP~ Bovwen
LP- Harris (3-1)

May 9 ‘
. 123 456 789 10 R H E
Albany State seessesees 100 100 000 ] = 311 1
Valdosta State .,....., 010 010 000 2 -4 7 1
McConnell, Harris (10) & Stroble, McConnell (10);
Chadwick, Darden (6) & Branam. (Bowen HR; Musashe
3x4, 2 rbi's) WP- Darden (7-2), LP- Harris (3-2)

May 11 @ Augusta, Ga.
123 456 7 R H B
Valdosta State seeeee. 200 040 0 = 6 8 1
Augusta ®Ps00s0000ersee OOO ooo o - o 2 4
MeDiffitt & Branam; Pitzgerald, Belcher (5)
& Tillman. (Bowen 2x4, HR, 2b; Branam 2x3)
WP~ McDiffitt (5-0), LP~- Fitzgerald (0-5)

123 456 7 R
Valdosta State +eee... 000 001 O = 1
Augusta sessesssessses 000 000 0 - 0

Petty & Branam; Brown & Crawford. WP- Petty
(10-1), LP- Brown (3-4)

H E
0 1
4 2




...

NCAA SOUTH ATLANTIC REGIONAL
May 24-26, 1974
Lakeland, Florida

' " AB R H BI AVG, 2B 3B HR SB
Darden, dh 12 7 8 3 .667 0O 0 0O 1
Branam, c 15 5 8 5 «533 1 0 O 0
Greenhalgh, 1b 16 5 8 9 «500 1 0 1 1
Parsons, ss 2 0 1 0 500 0O 0 0 0
Register, rf 12 5 5 4 A7 1 0 0 1
Starling, of 5 1 2 0. 400 1 0 0 0
Sumner, 3b 11 4 4 1 « 364 0O 0 0 0
Bowen, cf-p 18 6 6 7 333 0O 2 1 1
Bishop, 3b 3 0 1 2 333 1 0 0 o
Felts, 1f 16 3 5 3 313 0O 1 0 1
Alford, 2v 16 4 4 4 «250 2 0 0 0
Reeves, ss 16 3 2 0 .125 1 0 0 0
Musashe, 2b 0] 1 0 0] .000 0 0 o 0
Hahn, ph 1 o) 0 1 .000 O 0 o 0
Roquemore, ph 1T 0 0 0 «000 0O 0 0 0
VSC TOTALS 144 44 gy 39 <375 8 3 2 5
OPPONENTS 138 21 41 17 «297 5 1 1 5
G IP H R ER BB S0 W-1L ERA
Parsons 1 0.1 0] 0 0] 0 0] 0-0 0.00
Darden 1 0 0] 0 0] 2 0 0-0 0.00
LeFiles 2 10,1 10 5 3 2 3 1-0 2.61
Bowen 1 9 9 3 3 7 11 1-0 3.00
Petty 1 9 10 4 4 3 1 1-0 4,00
Bowers 1 1.2 2 2 1 3 0 0-0 5.39
McDiffitt 1 3.1 7 4 4 1 ) 0-0 10.81
Chadwick 1 1.1 3 3 2 1 0 O=-1 13.53
TOTALS 4 35 . 41 21 17 19 15 31 4,37
OPPS. 4 33 54 44 33 26 20 1=3 9.00

May 24 @ Lakeland, Fla.

123 456 789 R H E
ROllinS 8 0c0000s0e0e00 004 020 OOO - 6 12 3
Valdosta State 2 0e 000 160 OOO 60x -13 16 3
- Lorenz, Benson (2), Anderson (7), Poropatich (7) &
Goetz; McDiffitt, LeFiles (4) & Branam. (Darden 3x5;
Register 3x4, 2b, 3 rbi's; Branam 3x4, 2 rbi's; Alford
2b, 2 rbvi's; Sumner 2x5; Greenhalgh 2x4, 2 rbi's) wp-
LeFiles (2-2), LP- lorenz (9-6)

May 25 @ Lakeland, Fla.

123 456 789 R H E
E0kerd ®oeo00s0000000sse 400 OOO OOO - 4 10 2
Valdosta State ....... 001 001 36x -11 13 1
Gordon, Cipriano (7), Marshall (8) & DiNoble;
Petty & Branam. (Darden 3x4, 2 roi's; Bowen 2x5,
3b, 3 rbl's; Felts 3x4; Reglster 2x3; Greenhalgh 2x4,
HR, 2 rbl's) WP~ Petty (11-1), LP- Gordon (10-4)




May 26 @ Lakeland, Fla.
123 456 789

123 456 789

WP- Bowen (2-1), LP- Marshall (1-1)

Other Scores

Eckerd 8, Florida Southern .. 5

NCAA WORLD SERIES
June 1=6, 1974
Springfield, Illinols

AB BI
Bowen, cf
Register, rf
Musashe, 2b
Branam, c¢
Greenhalgh, 1b
Darden, dh
Felts, 1f
Bishop, 3b
Sumner, 3b
Alford, 2b
Reeves, ss

(o))
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VSC TOTALS
OPPONENTS
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Petty
Chadwick
Parsons
McDiffitt
LePFiles
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TOTALS 2
OPPS. 2

-t ol

Valdosta State ssevses 004 Q01 000 =- 5
ECKETd ceeeoovnsesenses 110 000 33x ~ 8 10
Bowers, LeFiles (2), Darden (7), Chadwick (7),

Parsons (8) & Branam; Cipriano, Gordon (3) &
DiNoble. (Darden 2x3; Branam 2 rbi's; Sumner 2x4)
WP- Gordon (11-4), Lb- Chadwick (3-3)

R H
9

R H

ECkerd ®® 6000 00N o0 9000 olo Ooo 002- 3 9 4
Valdosta State .eecee. 204 014 22x =15 16

Marshall, Johnson (3), Gallo (6), Cioffi (7) &
DiNoble; Bowen & Branam. (Bowen 2x4, 3b, HR, 3 rbi's
Felts 2x6, 3b; Branam 4x5, 2b; Greenhalgh 3x5, 2b,
5 rbi's; Bishop 2b, 2 rbi's; Alford 2b, 2 rbi's)

Rollins 8, Florida Southern .. 7
E0kerd 8, Rollins ‘.........'. 3

AVG.
625
429
+400
«250
222
125
125
000
000
000
000

«235
«328

o

=W NoW -t
2]
o

—y

@O
-0 OO W

]
leReNoNoRoNoRoNoNoNak 4,7

-t -

W-L
0-1
0-0
0-0
0-1
0-0

0-2
2=0

W
olefoleNoRoRoRoNoN okl

-l -

coocococo~o0cool

-t el

cooocooocooo=g

b

b
2

0.00
8.11
13.53
15.00
81.00

7.88°
4,50




June 1 @ Springfield, Ill. ‘
123 456 789 R H E
Valdosta State oS o900 030 040 020 - 9 8 0
New Orleans sseesseses 300 520 30x =13 14 O
McDiffitt, LeFiles (4), Parsons (4), Chadwick
(5) & Branam; Kieffer, Mills (8) & Miller.
(Bowen 3x4, 2b, 3b, 4 rbi's; Register 2x4;
Greenhalgh HR, 3 rbi's) WP~ Kieffer (14-0),
LP~ McDiffitt (5-1)

June 2 @ Springfield, Ill. :
123 456 789 R H E
Valdosta State seoonso e 000 000 000 - O 8 1
New Haven P00 QOO P e 000 001 OOX - 1 6> 1
Petty & Branam; Pulit, Powers (8) & Menswar,
(Bowen 2x4) WP~ Pulit (9-1 ), LP~ Petty (11=2)

Othexr Scores

UC-Irvine 6, New Haven .. 2
Central Missourl State 2, Ohio Northern .. O
UC-Irvine 8, Ohio Northern .. 1
New Orleans 6, Central Missourl State .. 2
New Haven 4, Central Mlssourl State .. O
UC~-Irvine 12, New Orleans .. 6
New Orleans 5, New Haven .. 3
New QOrleans 7, UC-Irvine .. 6
UC~Irvine 14, New Orleans .. |

" S auy G ML D S GD R TS Gy W W R D D ww WP R G e TP G M) M e W R M W WD G A e UN S G W S ) N D W tEe e T b WS G G WY
D T S Gy TR B D W b WCE A B S S NP W VIR YR W G D U mE I e GBI W R G N S S GG b B W e W R G T WD P W S S A U WS e

"Pinal Records of all Tournament Teams"

- tourney - - all games =

Won Lost Pct. Won Lost Pct.

Valdosta State ..eeeceecee 3 1 . 750 38 11 LT76
ECkerd .00'.0......;..0... 3 2 0600 30 12 .714
R0111ns Ss e coavr e PBDOGEINDBDS 1 2 0333 29 20 O592
Florida Southern eeeeeeee O 2 .000 23 15 .605
UC=ITrViINe ceeoeoctcsscnse 4 1 -800 48 8 0857
New QOrleans XIS 4 2 .667 34 14 0708
New HavVell ceeeeseoscncssns 2 2 0500 26 8 0765
Central Missourl State .. 1 2 333 30 14 .682
Valdosta State sececsssee O 2 .000 38 13 .T45
Ohio Northern seccevssose 0 2 «000 23 9 .719




by Mike Chason

“Pitching is our key to
victory.” No, Sandy Koufax
did not say it or Bob Gibson
or even Curt Gowdy. This is

. the philosophy of VSC’s very

own head baseball coach,
Tommy Thomas.

According to Thomas, the
Blazers have the hitters to
produce another national
tournament team comparable
to last year’s NAIAthird Place
winners. However pitching is
still a question mark at this
point.

In his own words, “If our
hitting holds up like it has the
past two weekends, the entire
season will rest on pitching. |
know that’s putting the
pressure on these guys, but
with the type of competition
we face, thesemenwill carry a
heavy load.”

Valdosta State suffered
heavily via the graduation
route last year as Blazer
standouts Frank Sumner,
Steve Jones, Bobby Tripp,
Terry Fields, Bob White, and
Pat Arnett used up their
eligibility.  This group

includes the entire infield,
and the top pitcher and
catcher from the 1973 team
which went 43-14,

Returning regulars include
Gene - Felts, Sam Bowen,

jerome Register, Dan
Chadwick, and Marty LeFiles.
Also returning are Vince
Musashe, Pete Reeves, Marty
Bishop, Ralph  Starling,
Darrell Branam, and Rick
Bowers.

Two-time NAIA First team
All America Gene Felts, Sam
Bowen, and jerome Register
will man the outfield capably
enough but the infield is wide
open.

. At first  base, Jeff
Greenhalgh and Jerry
Dennis will be battling it out
with Dennis getting the call
for the first seven games since

Greenhalgh will be
ineligible, The other three
infield spots are definitely up
for grabs.

Newcomers Steve Sumner
from ABAC, Bill Parsons
from -South Ga., and Dan
Alford will vie for these
positions along. with Marty
Bishop, Pete Reeves, and
Vince Musashe.

Of this group, Thomas
said, ““All have played well at
times, but. I'm looking for
consistency, particularly in
the hitting dept. I'm going to
play the man who hits the
ball. None of these guys.will
hurt us defensively.”

““For example,” he
continued, *“there is not a

better defensive player on the
team than Reeves, but right
now Vince is hitting the ball
berter. If we were starting
today, Dan Alford would

have to play somewhere
because of his hitting so far.
Of course, nothing is definite
yet.”

Sophomore Darrell Branam
appears to have the catcher’s
job sewed up, but Chipola
J.C. transfer Foster Foran
and rookie }im Roquemere
from Lakeland, Ga. are also
available for duty. Foran will
also see action from the
mound.

Dan Darden, Bili Petty,
Steve McDiffit, Tony Ferrara,
Foran and Larry Felts will
join  Chadwick, Bowen,
LeFiles, and Bowers to form
the VSC hurlers. LeFiles will
again assume his role as chief
reliever. He was extremely
effective in this category last
season, Chadwick  was
undefeated last year, and
Bowen was the tournament
hero as he came through time
after time to puli the Blazers
to victory.

So far, Coach Thomas and
his able assistant Dave Waples
have  tentatively  tabbed
Darden, Bowen, and Foran as
three of the four starters in
the ‘vital South = Atlantic

Conference games. Thomas
was quick to add, “all of our
pitchers will get plenty of
chances to show what they
can do. Everything is subject
to change."”

Concerning the schedule,
Thomas had his  usual
comment, “It’s the toughest
we  have ever faced.”
According  to  tne only‘
bachelor coach at VSC, the
Blazers never have an ‘*‘easy”
schedule but somehow they
always come out with more
than their share of victories.

Vanderbilt, the defending
SEC champ, Ga. Southern,
sixth in the nation last year,
and always tough Florida
State are only a few of the
major baseball powers which
VSC must face this season. In
the conference, Thomas
picked Armstrong  and
Columbus as the teams to
beat.

VSC will campaign as an
NAITA independent again this
year. As in the past; the top
rated independent wiliplay - in
the District 25 tourney and
advance to the Area V
playoffs, at Knoxville. The
winner there will travel on to
the - NAIA National.
Tournament. -
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THE 1974 BLAZERS
Front Row from left--Lark Hahn, Vince Musashe, Marty Bishop, Steve Ferrera, Larry Felts, and Darrell
Branam. Second Row from left--Bill Petty, Sam Bowen, Gene Felts, Steve Sumner, Dan Chadwick, Bill
Parsons, and Dan Darden. Third Row from left--Jerome Register, Rick Bowers, Dan Alford, Ralph Starling,
Marty LeFiles, Steve McDiffit, and Manager Larry Renew. Top Row from left--Assistant Coach Dave
Waples, Head Coach Tommy Thomas, Foster Foran, Jerry Dennis, Jeff Greenhalgh, Thomas Drazdowski,
and Ralph Johnson.
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The Blazer coaching staff and two-time NAIA All-American Gene Felts
are all set for the upcoming campaign.

As College Season Opens Sat.

Raseball Blazers Test Hawlks ! |

!

By TIMES STAFF WRITER lcompetition and Morris Harvey,beiginning at 1:30 p. m., is
!

valdosta State Col]erre‘mis well-coached and is a hustling lcoming off its most successful
baseball Blazers take onc 3 ball club. I”thm}{ it will be a"isgz}sam ever, last season com- ;
Shorter College Hawk team they good series. ipiling a 36-13 record for the, :
have played Jor the past threc! Shorter appears stronger on;TSogmcaster'n Conlerence title.
seasons in the NAIA District o5 ' paper than it was last season| Suturduy's doubleheader with
tournament in the first oame | VEn the Hawks were 25-5 with | Shorter starts at 1 p. m. All the,
of a 51 came season hhere two losses coming in the district’ cames  are to be played at,

The Bl N ho last v “itourney. |Blazer Field on North Pattersen

> Blazers, who 1ast Year) Vanderbilt, whom the Blazers Street, adjacent 1o Valdosta

s‘f’i‘;;lpge?m;}d 4}3&3;{91;?:]? ,ﬁk?ﬁ‘z play in a Sunday twinbill | Junior - High School.
{NAJA world Scries in Phoenix,
1Ariz., begin their seventh year:
‘under Coach Tommy Thomas.
"Thomas views the schedule as
the toughest in his tenure as
coach. Still, Thomas is en- .
thusiastic. .
" “By this time next week we
.should have a pretty good idea
'of what kind of team we are,”
isaid Thomas. “We know Shorter
and Vandy will be top notch,




Baseball Starts Saturday

By Mike Chason

Valdosta State has ended
its exhibition scason with a
sparkling 12-2 mark for the
campaign.

Last weekend, the
Blazers split with South
Georgia on Friday, winning
4-1 and losing 2-0 in the
nightcap. On  Saturday,
ABAC slipped by the
hometown nine by a 9-8
score, but VSC came right
back for a 6-2 win in the
second game. In the final day
of competition, Valdosta
chalked up a 5-1 victory in
Douglas against South
Georgia.

Ace reliever Marty
LeFiles led in cumulative
pitchers’ stats for pre-season
play with a 1-0 record and a
0.00 ERA for 12 innings

pitched. Close behind were
Dan Darden and Dan
Chadwick with identical 1.80
ERA's and 3-0 and 1-0
records respectively,

Ralph Starling and Jerry
Dennis punched out ninc hits
in 20 at bats for .450 averages
to pace the hitters. Other
sluggers were Dan Alford
448, Jeff Greenhalgh .381,
and Gene Felts at .355.

In other categories, Felts
led in runs scored with 15,
Sam Bowen and Alford had
11 RBI's each, and Alford
socked out four doubles to
lead the team. Dan also
streaked down the basepaths
for nine stolen bases.

According to assistant
coach Dave Waples, the
tentative starter for

T

Saturday's opener with
Shorter is Dan Darden with
Bill  Petty  throwing the
sccond game,

On Sunday, Sam Bowen
and Foster Foran will be on
the mound for a double
header with SEC champion
Vanderbilt., Against  Morris
Harvey on the first three days
of next weck, Dan Chadwick,
Rick Bowers, and LeFiles will
be ready 10 relieve as the
occasion premits.

At press time, a definite
starting lincup had not been
decided upon by the Blazer
coaches. However the flame
red and black clad- Blazers
will be in action Saturday at
2 p.m. at the VSC diamond
on North Campus. Come out
and see for yourself!

March 13,1974
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By Billy Tyler

The Blazers of Valdosta
State opcned their 1974
season by sweeping a pair of
games from the Hawks of
Shorter 94 and 74 here
Saturday.

Relying on the booming
bats of Sam Bowen, who was
344 with 3 doubles, Gene
Feits, and Daryl Branum, the
Blazers came from behind to
take the initial game of the
season. Shorter got on the
scoreboard first, when Lamar
Wright walked and scored on
a single by Ken Kezzia. That
made the score 1-0 after anc.
Shorter then strung 4 singies
together in the 3rd inning to
pull ahead 4-0, and things
looked bleak for the Blazers.
The 4th inning marked the
explosion of the potent

The SPECTATOR

Blazer offense. Bowen drilled
a double to left to open the
inning. Branum matched suit
with another double 1o give
the Blazers their first run of
the game. Foster Foran’s
grounder was mishandied by
Bob Rock, Shorter’s
shortstop and ihe Blazers had
another run. ferry Dennis
followed with a single to
close out the scoring and set
the score at 4-3. Dan Darden
bore down on the Hawks
from herc on, never allowing
a runner past first base,
Valdosta's bats continued o
pound the Hawks Lamar
Wright as they bunched § hits
together in the 5th to take a
74 advantage. The Blazers
added their final two tallies in
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the sixth oh a walk to Dan

S

;i Felts loses hx;w h’;.xt\,' but\‘/SCwms t'hé‘ g:a

Alford, Felts' single and
Bowen's third double of the
ballgame,” Dan Darden  was
the winner, striking out six
and walking 3 to set his mark
at 10,

In the second game, the
Blazers relyed on a big fourth
inning which they scored 4
runs on 5 hits to notch their
2nd  victory of the ’'74
campaign. Valdosta scored
first without a hit when Sam
Bowen - walked, stole two
bases and scored on Daryl
Branum’s sacrifice fly.
Shorter tied the score at 1-1
in the fourth, bunching 2
singles and a walk for a run
off of Blazer lefty Bill Petty.
Valdosta took a 5-1 lead in
the bottom of the Shorter

capitalized on a smurt of

N
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wildness by Petty resulting in

two walks, added a hit and an.
error to climb to within one
at 5-4. Valdosta added 2
more in the S5th on Steve
Sumper’s and Gene Felt’s
singles and an error to set the
score at 7-4. Petty bore down
in the final two stanzas
setting the Hawks down 1-2-3
in both to preserve the Blazer
victory and gain his 1st
victory against no defeats.
Leading hitter of the day
were Sam Bowen who had -
four hits in six trips, four
runs scored w«nd 2 RBJ’,
Gene Felts was 4 for 7 with
four runs scored and 1 RBI,
and Daryll Branum was 3 for
4 with 2 runs scored and 4
RBIl's. The Blazers are now
2-0 for the season.

R e

me égiinét ‘Shdrter on daturday




By STEVE ROBERTS second straizht double. Branam
The  booming bats of §amiTapped @ ground hall to short
Bowen and Gene  Felfs (.(,m,gund Fells beat ‘the throw to the
. . . . H . 2y A -
bined with the cluteh pitching: Plate to tie the game al 4.
N arden 1 oy . . S
of Dan Darden and Bil L"IE'\; Register drilled a - sinzie o
h,' I,fl?'”)\.,_u" " v ',”"”‘\"‘A ' (“,"“‘, right to scove Bowen and Poran
Colicge ;”“’“""” Jotwn DIt pofowed  with a single that
;i\\(‘(“p of Ihf .Th(\’llmv (an( 5O chased home Branam. Resster
awks .ﬁ..;mdq afternoon Al yyer seored the maing's fourth
Blazer Field. run. temming with Dennis on a

Valdosta Stale, opening its perfectly executed double steal,

1974 schedule before a 1aree.l pe Blazers added fwo in-
supbathmg crowd, rallied from | guanee runs in the sixth when
A 4-0 deficit o take a 91 Victory i pejs singled home Dan Alford
in the opener, then jumped oul opa cooped himself on Bowen's

After Shorter had cut the lead
to a single run in the fifth, the
]’»_1:12(‘!‘5 added {wo runs on
singles by Sumner and Felts,
a Hawk throwing error and
anolher double steal, Sumner
scored on the error and Lelis
crossed on the double steul,

Petty) a freshman and the
team’s anly lefthander, was inlall year long,

confrol most of the wav. His! .. .
own throwing crror got him m! 1 thought Bowen and Feits

trouble -in the {ifth when the:dived up to what we expect from
Hawks scored three times, Two them. They showed just how
ol the runs were uncarned. rgond they are.”

front eavly-and held on to win
the nighicap, 7-4.

Coach Tommy Thomas’
Blazers take the 2-0 record into

!

[survived a shuaky third inning
: - {to record his first win us a
another doubleheader this af-ipiazer. The  hard

third double of the game.

Durden, a junior richthunder,

{hrowing

ternoon against hlgh]y-regal'ded;mmm. college  transfer  was

Vanderbilt University. The first
game is to et underway at 1:39
p.m. at Blazer Field.

Against  Shorter, which also
opened - its  season Saturday,
VSC  combined timely hitting
and daring. base running wilh
crucial Hawk crrors {o produce
several big innings in  both
games.

After falling behind 4-0 and:

managing just one hit against
Shorter ace lefthander Lamar
Wright in the first game, the
Blazer bats came alive in the
{fourth inning when Bowen led

‘off with a line drive double.

Catcher Darrell Branam
followed with another two-
bagger which scored Bowen.
After Jerome Register fanned,
Foster Foran was safe on a
throwing error by Shorter third
baseman Johnny Dean  and
Branmam scored- on the play,
cutting the Hawk lead 1o 4-2.

Blazer {irst baseman Jeury
Dennis Jooped a single to left,
and - Forun scored when left-
ficlder Randy Hawkins couldn’t
come up with the ball,

VSC took the lead for good
in the fifth with Felts and
Bowen keyving the rally. With
one out, Felts singled and was
chased lo -third by DBowen’s

touched for- four of the eight
hits he allowed in the third
{rame . when Shorter scored
three times.

Wright,  who  compiled  an
outstanding 32-3 vecord in his
first three yvears at Shorter, was
no myvstery to Blazer batlers
after the third inninz and ab-
sorbed the loss. All four of
Wright's carcer losses have
i been handed out by VSC.

In the second game Bowen
ot the DBlazers on the board
in the second inning when he
walked. stole second and third
and scored on Branam’s
sacrifice fly.

After the Hawks tied the
count in the top of the fourth,
VSC jumped on righthander
Vauchn Robhins for four runs
in its haif of the inning.

Steve  Sumner  walked  and
auickly moved to third on bunt
sincies by Felts and Bowen. He

scored the go-ahead 1un  on
Bowen's bunt when  Shortor

third Dbaseman Zane Holland
threw wildly to first,

Fells  added the innmiz’s
second run by again heating the
tthraw to the plate affer Alford
%h:}d srounded 1o short,  After
i Branam had- bealen out a bunt,
| Revister singled home  Dowen,
sending Sranam to third,
Branam scored  on Dennis’
sacrifice fly.

The Grove City, Ohio native
allowed only four hits and went
the distance, as did Darden.
Robbins took the loss.

Thomas, obviously pleased
with the (wo impressive wins,
had praise for his entire bhall
club and singied out. Felts and
Bowen along with' Darden and
Petty.

“Azainst  a  pitcher  with
Wright's  ability, it is very
difficult fo come back from a
4-0 deficit. But 1 kept hoping
our bals would come alive,” he
began. i

“The one thing 1 enjoved most
about the first game comeback
and the entire second game was
we- proved we have the hitting
we thoupght we had. And thal’s
the kind of hitling he’ll need

[ Thomas was also pleased with
‘the pitching, which was tough
when it had to be.

“T liked the way Darden
battled back, and I think Petty
did a better job than the score
indicated.

“But overall, it was a feam
effort. Everybody contributed.”

The Blazers will find out more
about what kind of team they
care today when they host the
idefending Southeastern  Con-
ference champion  Vanderbilt
Commpdores.

Vandy, who was 36-13 a year
ago, is 7-¢ <o far this season.
The  Commodores split  a
doublcheader with Florida

Friday and defcated the Gators
18-3 Saturday.

JIM ROQUEMORE has a problem.
Thomas said the team was to leave

at 7:50 A M.;
10 until 8:00
calls to find
correct?! ?!

Coach VWaples sald
A.M, "THE ROCK"
out which time is

Coach



Darrell Branam Awaits Late Throw As Shorter’s Vaughn Robbin.s Slides Safely Home e S T

FIRST GAME

SLECOND GAME

g : e Sharter A8 R H FRFI
Shorter AB R H REIL 1Rru(k P .
Pruck 3 31 2 o) Wrizat 1o 3000
Wrizht p-1h 3 2 1 gilehnston p Tan 0
Robbins 1b 31 1 3 Rooeins b 301 0.
Kizz'ah 1f 40 71! wizziabh ri 11 00
Dean 2hep 30 2 ?]Hfa\’\wl_\m‘_‘. 4 2110
Hawkins 1f 2 0 0 g nctannsc 2111
Summers ¢f 10 6 0! Summers e-rf 30 00
Amick of-H - 20 0 C:H()Han;l b 2000
MeGinnis ¢ 30 5 g oA an 100 0
Johnsten 20 200 0] Amick cblf 2000
| Farrer 2b [
Totals np 4 p 40% b PP
i Totals 24 4 4 2
VSC AB R OHRRI N AB R M REI
jPetty p 40900
Sumner 35 40 ni\'umnor 3h 22 10
Aord ss 310 ml"(’h's 1 370
¥elts I § 2 o7 3 Bewen of 2250
Bowen cf 4 23 ‘,1 Aford sn IR I |
Brarom ¢ 3 9 1 2 Branam © o3l
Nepister of 1 1 1ihemster ol ~ 011
Faran h 21 1 i Dernis 1h (IR U
Nennix b 18 ) g‘k‘\lus:ulw ih 2.0 0 0
Parsons 2b 3 5 o ol Beetes 70 oon &0
carting tf o000
Totals : 30 9 13 & Tataly M7 k4
Jinemas 1t 7 345 41 R H v
Tnnings 1.2 345 6 7-01H }oi Sherter cea 1 300 4 47
Shorter 1o 3000 0.8 7 2V o1 0 4 207 43
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Hard Hat, Hair

Hanky Prince, a Valdosta State College coed and a
bat girl {or the Blazer basehall team, tries to decide
in the first three pholos (ahove) the best way to wear
her long blonde hair under her hard hat, which is
part of her bat girl uniform. Some action on the
field drew llanky’s attention in the lower right

B

ot e T K

And Baseball

photo. but she almost missed the play as her hat
stipped over her eves. The series of pictures was
spapped during VSC's opening baschall game of the
season against Shorter College. The Blazers took a
doubleheader win from the Hawks and are to enter-
tain Vanderbilt today at Blazer Field.
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Baseball Has Arrived

It was a great day for baseball!! With the sun
providing just the right touch of warmth, the car hoods
lining the outfield fence were coated by scantily clad
co-eds and half naked males enjoying the first hint of
spring and a brand new Blazer Baseball season.

Coach Tommy Thomas’ charges did their part by
providing back to back victories over the Shorter
College Hawks from Rome, Ga. Sam Bowen and Gene
Felts picked up where they left off they left off last
year as Bowen socked three doubles and a single to go
4-6 on the day, and Felts cracked four hits in seven at

Dan Darden and Bill Petty both got into ear/y
trouble from the mound, but with the offense
pounding out hit after hit, they cach chalked up a win,
Coach  Thomas apparently had his team pegged
perfectly when he said pitching might be a problem,
and our hitting was sound, .

A lively crowd was present for both games -
Saturday. Hopefully this trend will continue. Last
year, although the Blazers posted their best record
ever, (43-14), attendance dropped near the midway
point of the season, The 1974 Blazers appear to have
more hitting and better speed on the basepaths. This
combination makes for an exciting brand of basebali.

bats.  The Valdasts Daily Times, Men., Mar. 11, 1974 —1]— °
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; Safe: Vanderbilt's Gene Mcnccs» Strides For Firﬂ Base While VSC's Jerry Dennis (18) Awaits Throw




takes time out

spring drills to attend a Valdosta State
College baseball doubleheader Sun-
“day. Hyder, left,

e Vandy Te

By Mike Chason
Defending SEC champion

‘Vanderbiit University upped
their record to 94 Jast
Sunday with two wins over
the VSC Blazers.

The Commodores broke
a 44 tie in the final frame to
defeat the Blazers 84 in the
first game. Left fielder Gene
Felts went 2-3 on the day for

‘a .600 average in the first

three games. Jerome Register
knocked in three runs with a
triple to his credit. Dan
Alford also tripled.

Marty lLeFiles took the
loss for the first time cver in
his three year career. LeFiles
came on in relief of Foster
Foran after Darrell Branam

* was injured and Foran had to

move to cather. Head coach
Tommy Thomas cited this
move as a key factor in the
game, :
“Foran was doing the
job, but when Darreli got
hurt we had no other choice.

Grid Coach-Baseball #an
Nick Hyvder,
ball coach at Valdesta High Scheol,

recentlv-hired foot-

from the rigors of

talks over the Blazer and 8-5

Blazer barrage of hits by
going 3-3 with a home run,
Jerry Dennis and Raiph
Starling both went 2-4 to add
to the offensive display.

Although only 2-2 at
press time, Coach Thomas
was not at all alarmed about
the season so far,

“We know our pitching
could stand some

Out other catcher candidate,
Jim Roguemore, is just not
ready yet,” Thomas stated.

“Of course,”’ he.
continued, ‘we were
confident Marty could do the
job and he did until that final
inning.”

In the second game,
Vandy took an §-5 win. Sam
Bowan got the loss after
leaving in the top of the sixth improvement, but we knew
with  VSC trailing. Steve that before the scason. It was
McDiffit and Tony - Ferrera a littde shaky in all four
came on in relief. "~ games, but we saw some

Foster Foran led the bright spots. All these new

situation with Lowndes County busi-
nessman and VSC supporter Jack Sul-
livan. If Hvder looks serious, there's
good reason. VSC dropped both ends
of a doubleheader fo Vanderbilt, 8-4

e 1o om
vio Frem V3E

men are bound to be a little
nervous. They'lf get better.”

“As far as hitting goes, 1
was really impressed, if they
maintain. this type of hitting,
all we need is decent pitching
and decent defense.”

Thomas also had this to
say about the wegk-end
attendance. “We  are
extremely  pleased  and
grateful to all students and
fans for showing up at those
games, | hope we can repay
them with winning baseball.”

SAM BOWEN's three doubles against Shorter
broke the Valdosta State single game

record.

Numerous VSC players had tled

for the mark, with two each.
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As Valdosta

By JULIAN MILLER

A rally finally paid off for
Valdosta State Colleu2’s
Blazers and Gene Felts is a
hero again. But the All-
America senior didn't plan on
a ficlder's choice making him
one.

Felts® ground ball to seeond

Felts Is A Hev

rallies but the first that
succeeded after they dropped
8-4 and 85 decisions. ¢
defending Soulheustern
Conference champion . Van-
derbilt here Sunday.

Monday things were dif-
ferent. Down 3-0 to the Golden
Eagles inspired by their {irst
win ‘of the season, anl1l-4
decision over Middle Ten-

bobbled erry Dennis hit fo
that base and moved {o thivd
when Pitcher Butch Glover hit
pinch hitter Bill Darden with
a pitch to load the bases.

That set the stage for a
. double play on designated

hitter Bill Petly’s grounder
which scored Register to cut
the Morris Iarvey lead to 3-1.

The eighth frame was twice

Htate

Wy

hanged out a double to score
both - runners - and tie lne
game,

VSC pifcher Dan Chadwick
managed to keep the visiting
t,e:\m's efforts to a minimum
for the rest of the game but
reliver Whitzy Fervell held
VSC’s at the same point.. .until
the 11th inning.

Ferrcll came apart on the

hit a grounder to the cou-
terficlder who tossed the hall
to  seconchbaseman  Randy

Cappuccino in  hopes - of &
double play.
But Sumner blocked the

path to first and Cappuccio’s
throw went straight up as
Parsons crossed the plate for
the winning run.

Morris Harvey had tlaken

ucceeds

Alford’s first throwing error

sent Given home and Garlneei
to second. On the next piay
Alford again threw wice to
first to cut off Amburgy and
Garlucci tallied.

Given and Garlucei teamed
up with a triple and a
sacrifice fly in thé top of the
seventh to give the visitors
a 3.0 lead hefore the Blazers

with one out in'the bottom nessee on the Blazer field —as successful for VSC: Glover mound when he walked the edge in the top of the gotinto the scoring act.

of the 11th sent Bill Varsons  Monday morning, the Blazers walked his second batter  Parsons, intentionally walked fifth with the use of two Garlyccel, besides going two
scrambling home to break a3 started their scoring in the when Sam Bowen led off and  Petty and sent Steve Swmner straight throwing crrors on  for four with ome tun and
3-all tie and give V3C il's gsame frame where Morris Dan Alford’s full count singie to first on the fowrth ball to  Blazer shortstop Dan Afford. RBI, held the Blagers in

third win of the season over
luckless Motris Harvey.

It was the third time in two
days the Blazers, coached by
Tommy Thomas, staged

-Harvey stopped...the seveath,

It was then Jerome Ilegister
led off with a single, moved
to second when MH second-
baseman  Junjor - Amburgy

put runners on first and third.
After Alford stole zecond,
catcher Foster Toran, who
went four for five uagainst
Vandy with a home run,

load the bases with only one
ouf.

That set the stage for Fels’
RBI. The most Valuehle
player from the 1973 secason

Cenfer fielder Ken Given
reached on a fielder's cheice
which cut off Glover gomg
home after a triple. Given
stole second before Vic

check most of the game with
tough defensive play from his
shortstop position. He made
several super  impressive
stops on his way to nine

RR

MH
( ncn (‘P

AB R

-

' putouts in the game.

Chadwick, in his = fivst
decision of the secason, gave
up eizht hits but enly onc
enned run while walking four

~and * fanning five hatters.
Register and Foran weve the
offensive heroes. Register, a
left f{iclder {rom Valdmra
went three for five wilh ene
run  while Foran, whose
family moved to Valdosia
over the summer, weni two
for five with two RBIs.

The Blazers and Morris
Harvey were to continue their
three-game series today at
3:30 p.m. with another game b

- set Wednesday at the same g
time. ¥ Sumner, Furan 2, Given, Garluccl,
' ' : Ambatrzey, Cappuleno.
‘ np Garlocel to Smoot  Reeves io Alford
to Nennis
LOR VSU 11, MH 7.
© 2B Faran
R Given, Glorrer
SR Given, Aliord Depnls

SF Garhieei ¥
IP H R FR EB S0
183 1 45

7032
2321 0 9
1

Freel nd RF
Melormick LF
Cappuccine C
Hutchinsen B
Glover
Ferrell ¥
TOTALS

VSC

Petly MY
Sumner 3B
Felis LF
Eowen F
Aford S8
Faran O
Rezisler RF -
Denuis 1B :

Reeves 2B

Darden

Parsons 2B

TOTALS
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VINCE MUSASHE hears his
name called, and ponders
leaving hls sand box.
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“Blazers Put It Together To Down Eagles

By JULIAN MILLER

Valdosta State College put
it all together here Tuesday
and Motris Harvey's Golden
Eazles suffered the con-
sequences.

Tommy Thomas couldn't
have been happier with his
Valdosta State College Blazers
as they combined flawless
hitting, pitchinz and field
work to shutout Morris Har-
vey's Golden Eagles 10-0 in
the second ‘game of their
three-game stand’ here Tues-
day.

“We played about as perfect
a game as we could,” Thomas
said of his Blazers who
bumped their record to 4-2
and dropped the Eagles from

“As far as the three main
facets of the game, pitching,
hitting and defense, all of
them were flawless.”

Besides tying a  school
vecord with four double plays,
the Blazers found a pitching
anchorman in Rick Bowers,
-a designated hitter in Foster
Foran and the chance to play
someone besides the starting
nine.

Foran, a  junior college
transfer student from Chipola
who moved to Valdosta with
his parents over the summer
had already slammed the
Blazers’ first homerun of the
season in their loss fo Van-
derbilt Sunday.

But the pilcher, turned

‘returning

hitter did that and much more
in his first day in the role
of designated  hitter. He
reached every time he hatted,
going three for three including
three-run homer and a ruan-
scoring double, - with five
RBIs.

On the mound, Bowers, a
backup  pitcher
from Tifton, showed he could
be one of the fop men in the
Blazer lineup by going the
distance in the shutout, giving
up only seven hils, while
walking two and striking out
four. :

“Rick did an outstanding
job,””  Thomas said. ‘“‘He
couldn’t have pitched much
better. Pitching is our biguest

could really help us.

“And  vyou couldn’t say
enough about Foran. The
season has just begun of
course, but Foster-has heen
one of our heller hillers every
day. That's a pleasant sur-
prise, they didn’t use him at
bat much at Chipola.”

Foran first got into the act
in the bottom of the fourth
when Motris Harvey pitcher
Phil Francis picked up :his
sacrifice bunt meant to ad-
vance catcher Darryl Bra-
nam to third and overthrew
first to score Brannam. Foran
then found the plate on a wild
pitch by Francis o give VSC
i 2-0 lead.

The fifth

_ he. brought home

inning. was a

gave up seven hits including
Jerry Dennis” double and
Foran’s homer over the left
field fence enroule to a six-
run scoring outhurst by the
Blazers.

- Sl dissatisfied,  Foran
continued making the Eagles
miserable in the sixth when
singling
Gene Felts with a double and
in the eighth when he singled
to send Felts home again, this
time from third.

The Blazers infield showed
it was on its toes by picking
up three double plays in the
first thivd innings. Shoctstop
Duan Alford, second hasemuan
Peter Reeves  and  first
hasenian Jerry Dennis

West Virginia to 1-.

b

Chadwick Win

: By Billy Tyler

A bases loaded error by -

Morris Harvey in the bottom
of the eleventh inning, gave
Valdosta State and Dan
Chadwick a hardfought 4-3
victory, their third of the
season against 2 defeats, The
Blazers scored one in the 7th
and two in the eight to send
the game into  extras.
‘Chadwick looked strong in

picking up his first victory.

against 0 defeats.

catcher,  turned -designated

S Hard_ﬁ One |

Foster  Foran’s  3-run
homer, his 2nd of the season,
and a 6 run Blazer explosion
in the Sth backed the 6 hit
pitching of Rick Bowers and
carried the Blazers to a 10-0
victory over Morris Harvey,
their first shutout of the year.
Foran was 3-3 for the day
with a double and the HR fo

5RBI’s. :

Errors plagued the Blazers,
allowing Morris Harvey 5
sixth  inning  runs,  all
unearned, and gn eventual 7-2
victory, The loss drops 'the

Blazers " to 4-3.  Valdosta

concern und he showed he

started hot combining Bill

Petty’s leadoff double and
Gene Felt's and Sam Bowen’s
triples for an early 2-0 lead.
After that the Blazers were
allowed only 5 scratch singles
and the West Va. delegation

pighimare for IFvaneis, e

‘went home with their first
victory over VSC in a long
while. Dan Darden absorbed
the loss, despite a fine 7
strikeout performance to set
~ his mark at 1-1,

teamed up for two with Aljord

“{Felis, of

and Dennis takingz it alone in
the second. In the forth inning
third basemun Steve Sumner
replaced Alford and teamed
with Heeves and Dennis o tie
the school record.

It was a bad day all round
for the Eagzles who also
dropped 2 144 decision to
Middle Tennessee State
University, a team they
defeated 11-4 Monday for their
only win so far.

The two tleams were
scheduled to square off in the
last of their three games at
the VSC diamond on the
school’s north canipus at 3:13
p.m. today. S

Blazers
Box Score

Morris Harvey
Given ¢t
Car.ucei, ss
Amborgey, 2b
Smoat, 1h
Freeland, rf
Capoerio. (o
Glover, dh
McCormick, i
Dalion, 3b
Francis, p
Tatals

VSC
Smnner, Y
Lishap, 30
Altnvd sx
Parson, ss

.
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Branam, ¢
Roquemare, @
Furan,

v

St Ilr,‘:, i
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Mushashe, 2b
Povers p g
TUTALS 3?
Morris Harvey w0 00 63-- 0- 7S
VSC 920 261 0VIx-—-i0 153
¥ - Musashe, . Amburgey, . _Daiiog _ 2,
Francis 2... .. - .
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PLOE §. MH 5
i Dennis
S—toran,
Francis L0331 LI 7T 2
Poviers (W10 § 7900 2 4

WP - Francis,




.

Bear or Basebal]?

As another season of VSC baseball begins, so
begins another season of Spring fun. The warm
afternoons of carefree fun lend themselves to the
popular student passtime of having a few beers and a
snack at the ball park. -

And with a prevailing jocular mood, it becomes
very easy to throw cans and litter about the grounds
and to leave them when the day closes. Our first
official weekend of baseball found this the case, as
Sunday afternoon the gounds around the outfield
fence were strewn with garbage.

But not all of this was the fault of the fans. The
three trash barrels located around the outfieldsfence
are not nearly enough to contain the amount of litter
accumulated. A more practical number of cans would
be ten or twelve. | would like to suggest that the
college place an adequate number of trash containers
around the outfield and that the fans use them.,

- Almost all of the trash is recyclable, and with a
minimum amount of effort, the aluminum cans could
be separated and sold to the Reynolds “cash for cans”
unit on its monthly trip to Valdsota. The money from
such an effort could go for the upkeep of the ballpark.

If the fans prove themselves unable to conform to
such a worthwhile effort, then perhaps the college
should begin to enforce the rufes concerning drinking
and littering at the games. Hopefully such a measure
need not be taken, for that action, should it occur,

would have a drastic effect on the student backing of
the baseball program,

W. Clint Vicely

According to THOMAS DRAZDOWSKI,
Blazer manager who led a -
Clean-up brigade after the
Vanderbilt games, Budweiser
was the fans favorite. A
distant second was Pabst, :
followed in order by Miller's,
Busch, Falstaff, 0ld Milwaukee
and Red, White & Blue,

-Times Staff Phoio

Hit By Pitch: Foster Foran Plays Dodge Ball
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The Pros Are Back

On - fune 5-6 when major league baseball holds its
annual summer draft, two members of the Valdosta

State College Blazers cauld be on the list.

Gene Felts and Sam Bowen have both been
contacted by several pro scouts this season. Of course,
being approached by a pro scout is nothing new to
Bowen since he has already been drafted four times,
Upan graduation from Glynn Academy in Brunswich
Georgia the Cleveland Indians offered him $2,000 and
a full college scholarship.

Sam turned them down after deciding that he would
further his education. Later Montreal, Atlanta, and the

“Cdlifornia Angels offered him straight contracts, but

Sam opted for a college scholarship.

Looking back on the offers now, Bowen said*l don’t
regret one bit not having signed. 1 have played three
good vyears of college baseball and I've got my
education. No one can ever take that away from me.”

Felts had a fantastic high school career batting .408
as a freshman, .462 as a sophomore and .617 as a
senior with five home runs. As a junior, Gene broke his
ankle in a backyard scrimmage.

With these kind of statistics, its seems that college
and pro scouts would be flocking to the little
Lakeland, Georgia community. Unbelievably, VSC's
Tommy Thomas was the only coach who saw the
potential in the 6°2" slugger. ““Coach Thomas was the
only one who recruited me,” Felts said. “The only
reason | came to college at all was to play baseball.”’

Bowen and Felts had good words for Thomas
baseball program here. “Somehow he gets good ball
players, but | don'’t see how since baseball isn’t given
much money to work with, " Felts said,

“Coach Thomas has a winning system,” Bowen
added. “‘Without money he can still bring home a
winner every time.” The two talented outfielders have
contributed greatly to that system with Felts twice
being named first team NAIA All America, and Bowen
leading the squad in homers last year and capturing the
*Mosts Valuable Player trophy.

?

Is it any vonder that
SAM BOWEN was both
an "ALL-AMERICAN"
and the Blazers'
Golden Glove winner!

Blazer assistant coach Dave Waples feels that both
men have a great chance of geeting drafted but believes :
that neither will get the big bonus money.

“The pros look at players alot. differently that we -
do. They want people they can groom into good ball
players,” Waples said. *‘l think if both of them go into
it with an open mind and give it 100% they’ve got a
good chance of making it.”” And now, what do Sam :
and Gene think about their chances? ** | know it’l be &
big change from college ball,” Felts said. * But | think -
I can play if they’'ll just give me a good shot at it. | can’t .
do it sitting on the bench, but if they let me play every. -
day, I believe I'll make it.”

“ With the guidance of the pro coaches, they might -
be able to help my game enough to make me a player,” -
Bowen said. “If | don't make it, it won't be the end of

- the world, but I’'m sure willing to give it a try.”

Many pro players join minor leagure organizations -
right out of high school so the age factor might hurt -
VSC's two superstars. However, | agree with Waples in -
that if they so get drafted and go into the minors with -
the right attitude, we may be watching both of them:

on the Saturday Game of the Week. = = .,
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lazers, 7-2
28 |4 (&h’ ~ 9 .
i Two walks and an out later

shortstop Dan Alford fielded a
terounder in the hole and threw

Morris Harvev's Golden'wildly to third, allowing Steve
Eagles took full advantage of Smoot to score the go ahead
a Valdosta State fielding lapse, run. Two more runs scored on
scoring five urcarned tuns in the next play  when first
the sixth inning. and went on baseman Jercy Dennis dropped
to salvage the third game of Alford's throw on a routine
a three-game series against the ground ball.
Blazers here Wednesday. The Blazers had jumped on

The Eagles, who had won just Morris Harvey starter Whitey
¢ one time in seven previous Ferrell in the first inning for
i outings, managed only two hits three exira base hits which
in thelr big Sixth frame but produced a 2-0 lead.
were aided by three Blazer Bill Petty led off with a
errors and a passed ball. The double to the gap in vizht cenfer
explosion erased a 2-0 VSO lead. and Gene Felts followed with
and Morris Harvey added ftwo a ftriple te left which sceved
insurance runs in the uninfh to Tetty, Feis crossed on a wild

i ﬁw% By STEVE ROBERTS

e Cod winit 72 pitch - maments  helare
L For Coach Towmy Themas' Bowen lashed a fririe r:f'nt
R i b=l

Blazers the game ended a cenier’” i
seven-game  season  epening Valdosta  State \‘.‘.}c‘\'{!g_! al
homestand. VSC, who is now zolden scoving o'\rﬁ
4-3 overall, will fake a weekthe fifth inninz v
off fur wintee quarter exams were on se »wu
and  will resume play Wed-no o F

nesday  when Bowling  Green Al Fe nd T
State and the University of swf“* 4 to setout o
Genrgia come to tum Daiden’s . only  bad

1 'v\uh

Thomas will use the week QH‘ ather than fhe sixth v
to do some e\,,fmmrn*t 12 with ey (‘(’h"'\f‘ {rok vtion, |
© his inficld, which has been rinth when vwod |
i directly 1‘(?.'\17,»'131 e for two ol o .2 pera
s the three lossos. j'i”:‘”’r
: VSO i Ter ~ " . e
: VST rich ler Dan Darden “ﬂ, Landor wow 14 on the

was bm/,m:' alonz with two-hit
1 il e 3OO
) : : shufout Wed nm\lay until the . iy
; b s {atal sixth frame, when three 1hemas, while cerlainiy nat
e T e e T PO U U L U TN : Ex o i e i e s A ek i ) n satisfied with ail the results of
e di ffr» ent anfielders committed:

B . ~Times Staff Photn and  the  catchop the last soven cames, was not
Tagles” Vie Carlucei Shlides Safely Home As VSC’s Dan Darden Awaits Throw . teo  critizal of his team’s

rted hep Shortcom
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K e Y. g oo pleased with his team’s hitling, T under o secand inficld, Vw literall o away
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By TIMES STAFF WRITER 311'1\(' Florida State University.  isively fundament ally.
With four wins and three: “We've got FSU the followti mf“ “In other words we can siil
losses behind them, Valdosta weekend.” ‘hecome a mood ball elub. Bt

State College's baseball Blazers! The trip to Atlanta Thursday a 1ot deper on deforse and
head into the foughest part of will be Vsz first on the vead if the pitching continues 1o
their schedule with six games this  season  and  Thomas;come ihrough Lke the way it
scheduled this week. And they believes it will nol only be a:has been.”
start the geries in high style pwelcome chinge, but one of thei  Rick Bowers™ 100 shutout win
The Blrzers pinv s 3t “Athe most important games on {he over Morris Harvey impressed
Bowling  Greene  Stute scheduxe Thomas, as did Bill Petty's four
University and The University] “I really think it wiH be a hit win over Shacter.
of Georgia here Wednesday, ' gand break for us,” he said.] “Dan Chadwick showed he
travel to Atlanta Thursday for “We've pla\pd a lot of homejcan win an Il-inning geme
a doubleheader with lﬂx"nh- ames and we've got a lot folagainst Morris Harvey,”
regarded AMercer-Atlanta. and come. We'll be abe to tell aﬂhtmms addced, “And Don
1emrn Friday to meet Ashland, lot by playving Mercer-Atlanta.” i Darden Jost a heart breaker in
Ohio with another doubleheader: The doublebeader will be a defensive lapse. He's leading
against Ohio University VSC's first against District L‘a the feam in strikeow:s, When
Saturday. foes since their opening twin-bill youw're  striking  out  peonie
“We're really getting fo the with Shorter. t301ve gol to have something
toughest part of our schedule, »1 “We're both independents in: on the bail.”
admitted  VSC head coach the NAJA,” he e\plaxned “Tol The only real setback for the
Tommy Themas.™ These tvee get in the district tournament Blazers is ot the plate. They
teams from Ohio, Bowling we've got lo show we can be'can’t depend on using Fosler
Green, Ashland and Ohlo, are belter than they are. It's like Foran, a cight handed junior
all outstanding baseball feams. ano‘her conference game for transfer student from Marianna,
“That fact is porn out by us’ {Fla., who has turned into the
what they do every year in the! With a little improvement in team's best hitter. e chippcd
Mid-American Conference. Ohio fundamentals, Thomas believes:a hone in his left hand sliding
"U. was a big winper last year, his Blazers, who finished third: during  his  five-RBI outhurst
Bowling Green is amav in in ‘the NAJA national tom- qgambt Morris  Harvey last
contentmn and Ashland is nament last year, can a"am week.
always a winner. /turn themselves into # top notch| Ife won't be able to bat for
“Mercer-Atlanta was probablv ball ctub. 1'1 while, but VSC is depending
one of the best teams in our| *I feel we are still capable|on him for some help from the
NAIA (Nalional Association of]of being a real good ball team.” | mound.
Intercollegiate Athletic) District, he said. “A lot depcnds on how| The Blazers take on Bowling
last year. T think they went 15-9. | lsound we become fun- .Gteen at 2 p. m. and Gcmgxa
“And of course, Georgia is ,damentally, especially defen-'at 4:30 p.m. here.
alwavs very competitive. Thev Tt T T )
usually don’t have winning
seasons hut knock off the big
‘teams. Georgia doesn’t win big

o

in'the SEC but they beat teams - VSC Entertains Bowling .
- Green, Georgia Today

Ry TIMES STAFE WRITER “We're really getting into the
Valdosta State College Blazers!toughest part of our schedule)””
head into what head coachisaid "Thomas, whose Blazers
Tommy Thomas believes could]took thivd place in the National
be the toughest puart of their|Association of Intercollegiate
schedule with a mixed}Athlctics Jast year.
doubleheader heve this af-l “We have {hrce teams ﬂom
ternoon. Ohio this week, Georgin, and-
The Blazers, 4-3 so Yar, areja road frip to Mercer-Atlanta. =
scheduled 1o (ake on Bowli ngt The Blazers travel to Atlanta-
Green State University on their!Thursday for their first road:

‘ffé"»—‘-ﬁﬁb—:‘ﬁt-_"‘ own baschall diamond on thofnib to play for a twin-bill whic}

, school's North Campus here at.coudd carry weight in deciding.

" 2 p.m. whuh team carns a herth in

PEET " Then theyv follow it up with'the NAUA  Distiiet 25 tour-
hoIE REEVES dashes the Lmvcmt_\ of Georgia atinament this scason.

me to Thomasville 4:30 p.m. in the uldngs'i ¥riday they veturn to host

Yo announce the news  ovening day of fhe scason. | Ashland Ohio with another twin-

that he . The two visiting teams were: hill  against  Ohio - University,

team! has made the scheduled to play cach ot heri Salwrday. Thomas . is counting

this  morning at  the VsCion pitching backed up by coad

giamond in (woxnms season!defense to carry his Bldl.(’l'i
opener. ) | through. ; -
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Felis Going Alter ”;’;ﬁ fteco:

It you&e any kind of Valdosta State College ‘basehall
fan you've heard of Gene Felts, And if you've ever attended
a \/gi basehall zame you know Dave Waples.

: Waples is the assistant
coach under Tommy
Thamas. He's the man with
light  brown  hair  that
raised such a ruckus, um-
pies  seldomy walk near

him and never very slow-.

Iy.

And Felts is the senior
outfielder Waples says is
on lis way to. capturing
every school baschall
record.

It's not hard 1o believe.
Felts is a horn leader when
it comes to baschall. And
Waples, a sucker for statis-
tics, has learned the Lake-
Jand, Ga. native led the
nation in hits for small
colleges last season and was
st third overall.

MILLER Felts had 78 hits last sea-
son, one which ended with his heing named National
Association of Intercolicgiate Athlefics All-America.

The only two players to top Fells in the country were
5 plaver from St. Mary's of California, who hit 85, and
another from Loyola with 83. '

There’s more. The 1973 season, which ended with VSC
taking the number threc spot in the NAIA national tour-
nament, saw the Blazers tie for sixth in total viclories in
the nation,. .

—Ielts And Records

rds

Julian

Tuncs Sp@r’ Iiditer

The Blazers finished with 43 wins along with Georgia
Southern and Tulsa. Arizona State led the nation with 59,
Southern California had 52. Texas 50, Oklshoma 48, and
U.C., Irfine with 44, Rounding out the top 10 were Bir-
mingham Southern with 41 and Grand Canyon with 40.

“With a good vear,” Waples said, “Fells could break
every carcer record at VSC, maybe even nationally. I'm
going to have to write to [ind out for sure.”

The congenial outfielder has already broken the 191 total
hit barrier set hy Bobby Tripp with 185, extended his carecer
record for extra bases to 59 after breaking Craig Courtney’s

old record in 1973, and has also broken Coutrney's 94 RBI
record with 95 of his own so {ar.

“He's gonna break fhe most runs held by Tripp,” -

Wanles said. *‘He already has scored 126 and the record
s 133.

If he hits about 330 this seasen, he could have his best
career batting average, about .340. The old reccrd is 333
held by Noel George in 1955 and 1357.”

Felts already has the best slugging percentage (at bats

divided into total bases). But thal can’t be computed until -

his career at VSC is over. The old mark is .513 held by
(Sece Fths ~— Page 27)

(Continued from Page 24)

Courtney.

Felts appears on the way fo breaking the most doubles
set by Courtney (31). He already has 25. He also leads
tn most home runs with 10, triples with 14 and total bases

with 309.

“And if he has a real good vear on the hases he should

lead in steals,” Waples mv
can hold every one of them.’

. “With a decen{ year he

While Waples is pulhnz for Felts. so is the rest of the

team. As Gene has gone,

so have the Blazers and since

he became part of the tcam they have.gone nowhere but

up.

And with the start VSC has already had so-far this scason,
it could be the year of the Blazer agam. So watch carefully,
you may get hit with a falling records . |

GENE FELTS final caree

r records at Vv
most AB's (730), most RUNS (162), aldosta State include,

most HITS (238), most

RBI's (121), most DOUBLES (34)
most TRI
HOKE RUNS (19), most 2omAL BASES (sesye o (18), most




By JULIAN MILLER
Valdosta State College’s

The pitcher noticed it in time

Blazers got their defensive t‘o gel the basehall to Branem
Blazers . 5 but the cataher dx 0"%0 ﬂ a‘te
strategy  together to  hand :

Bowling Green University & 3-2  § ; |

defeat, then lapsed in the same & R ; The toss was Darden's second
department {o take a Z§-1 defeat & Lo 4 In his last twe starts, leaving
al the hands of the Umwversity : . ¥ 5 him with a 12 record. :
of Georgia in two games of a § , S Thomas said mistakes at the
three-team  tripleheader  heve 5 mounds were as much to blame
Woednesday. as Telding ervors,

The Blazers twrned, out an “F call it mistake when we
erroviess performance to break g walk that many balters alter
a Z-run tie with a fourth inning two outs,” Thomas said. “We
ally to defeat the Ohio team, s, need to work not to do that.”
then chalked up three  costly { VSCs scheduled doubleheader
errars against UGA to make the T in Atlanta with Mercer-Atlanta
Bulldogs’® scason  opener a ¢ today was rained out and must
happy one. . be rescheduled. The Blazers re-

All-in-all it was a good day turn to action ageinst Ashland,
for the Bulldogs, who started Ohio, Friday at 3:15 p.m.
their season with two straizht Georgia had to rally to regain
wins.  They . had defeated it's Odlh lead in their morning
Bowling Green in 32 in an ‘ game “with Bowling Green. A
earlier game here Wednesday. doub by Jxmm} Turrer

The split left Cosch Tommy foflowed by three  straight
homas' Blazers with a 34 bases-on-balls walked the
record and their head coach Georgia centertield in for the
Stressinz  the importance  of winning ‘run in the botiom of
strong defense again. the cighth.

“It's not really disappointimg First Game
o be 34,7 Thomas said,” but ah Wbt
every game we last we can R
ttribtte 0 our own mistakes. AV
Had we plaved the type ball oos 0
ames we had hoped to play . ERE S
‘e would have maybe one loss ‘}3;:\"1'-’5 § z ; 1
t(,)ntehs maximum and possibly o NG Bt S AR o et e L e R e e e s s 6 e i s e ek Aprae. 7h : 3 S 3

4 ? [ A

The Blazers made no mistake - Fimes Stai Photo. Fias RS A
in their first encounter with the Scrambling: Georgia’s Joe Herb Lunges Safely Back To First As Greenhalgh Awaits Throw Tder. dn oyt R
hio team. They found them- JEP 10 s
selves on the road (o the vicior Y, i Frlie, i 30 0 9
after a two gume outburst in!baseman Joe Meyer led off mthisecrmd on Jeft Greenhalgh's|but  Darden couldn't get fhe| While Register ran after the, joven of LU
the opening frame, 'a double and scored on Garry!sacritice bunt and scored on same support from his team | ball, Herd arrived safely to] Greatalih, b 286 0

It was then designated h‘”"“}\onmst s single to cut the Ie;xd'Jerome Register's  hard - hit! mates. scare. A wild pitch on the next & 7610
Dan Darden led off vith . A sinele to win the o Georeia took a two-run lead thatter by Darden aliowed'n 1 801 8
singie, moved fo seconc in an ‘to 21, They made a new ba sn,ge ¢ win the game. o eorgia took a two-run oa(.; Tharpson o score and Georgia ! > &0 8
pverthrow on a pickoll attempt, game of it in the top of fhe| Bill Petty, who went the firstjon a comedy of errors in the| hag dz lead. i O
and scored after Sam Bowenfourth  when Muyer singledjfive innings, giving up Si1x hits|top o fthe [ourth and never lnstv ] \ £18 1) 67 4
walked and teamed up with him!moved to second on an inficld|and only two runs, both earned,;it. Iin the fifth. R e @R x-1e0
in a double steal from third jout and scored on Jim Owens’{took the victory, his sccond ini In that frame left ficlder Joe! Baker walked and moved top DI - Hizse to Aprile to Kohers,
Darrell Branam then hanged out ?single to tie it up at 2-sll. as many starts. He was relieved| Herb walked, followed by Terry second on Charles Winslette's l;' g,i'.'.‘ \',m‘,,co.c,, Ersen,

a single that scored Bowen and! It was in the bottom of that|by Marty LeFiles, who gave up Thompson's  base on balls. sacrifice. Sparky Wilson's single 5B - Parden, .
VSC had a two run lead. - ysame frame however, that thelonly one base on balls in the Catcher John O'Comner then loaded the bases, But Baker ° = Gremmash o o ‘-

Bowling Green started  its Blazers took the lead for good.|last lwo frames, hanged a hit out to right Yield tosk advantage of Darden wae a0 PRI T SIS
comeback in the top of the Catchers Darvell Branam led off| Petty and Darden (raded where Jerome Rogister bobbled standing  at Iil:t with  the p/is Sy, e rasd
seennd  hawever. - whey  Uhirdiwith a hase on balls. maved foipasitions in the secand game Hhe caleh ;hw‘ln! fo <feal home SR ' 40y 8 |t

: g




VSC- Ashland
Set Battle
Here Today

By TIMES STAFF WRITER

&L ooking for consisteacy,

aldosta State College's Blazers
take on Ashland College of Ohio
here today in a co 'egc lmwbail‘
game. !

And  head coach Tommy!
Thomas is hoping to see the
wind of play that put his Blazers
con top i five of their first nine
[fames, and not the type play

ST "they have shown in the past
{our losses.
Thomas -~ complained  after
m "~ - «
MARTY LeFILES readies Second Gme [VSC's 3-1 loss to the University
his hat for safe- E'fh:r " , ab 1 hrbi tof Georgia here Tuesday every
i ) . o~ 1 ot
keeping in the red by 21 06 8 Jlo‘ns» cou:q ‘-be _attribuled o
ba ft 30 1 0 Blazer mistakes in the field.
g, after another G, 1 180 But he added later, the team
fine relief per- Turner. cf 30000 has looked impressive in il's
Harh, 10 0 ietnry \ .
formance Camn 18 5 0 0 o victories  such  as. the‘ 32
- - Thomrson, 2b 2 1 1 0 decision over Bowling Green
0 Conner, ¢ 20 1 0 University in the same double
vie, » 0 0 0 O v
T1ipp. p 00 0 O header.
I_Q(";‘ALS “ah 3r ;m‘l The Blazers were scheduled
el dh D0 oo to take on Ashland al 2 p.m.
;‘-4‘0”* 2 3 g o0 today at the Blazer diamond on
et ¥ ry e the ~school's North Campus;
Greenhaugh, 1b 30 0 0 before taking on another Ohio!
{Tnsn 2 team, Ohio University, in al
Pishop. M 3 0 0 0 doublehcader Saturday at 2 : :
Parsons, 59 3 n 86 0 p.m s e b [ . P
MNavden, p 00 0 0 e , R e Tivrs Bsll I’ur{os
TOTALS 21 2 Sunday, they get back to area
1T0A LGOI B W, ) . 3 ; N
GA action playing host 1o Mercer. { 13 ;a - pi E I
¢ 08y 108 1.3 K, , *)
\{ _ Regmtler 9, Branam. i of Atlanta in another twin- bxll o o 2ai g “\’ {)F
D T e to Gnith. beginning al 2 p.m. Off hand vou mig Tt suspect hlm of being just a
BT S couniry ball player, and you'd be partly right. Time
L §"winsiette, 0'Conner. Photographer Ken I\lamd\l\CAWTht Valdosta Stdte
‘Tvie (W1 ‘spw.'iz' v 1'°h 52 College center f‘(‘ldu Sam Bowen clowning around
Tripp . 1230 0.0 $ 4 during the VSC - Ashlan 1d, Ohio game Saturday.
Dagien (Lo 7 4 3] ) When he’s not clow n.ng around, Bowen is the field

WP - panden ' : leader for the Dlazers.



By MIKE CHASON {Dan_ Alford follmv((eid P}Vi{h
Ashland pitcher Jerry May!another  single, an elis
held \'aldns?a State’s Blazers in|walked to load the bases with
check for four innings, but VSCinohody out.
exploded Yor three runs in thel  A¢ this point. reliel pitcher
fifth and four more in ihe'Tom Woltord entered the pic-
seventin to take a 72 WD OVeriure.  He promptly  walked
the visitors here Friday. ‘Bowen and Darrell Branam,

Senior Rick Bowers allowed;and gave up hits to Jetf
only six hits on the way m:rGreenhalgh and Jerry Denais.
picking up his SQCO“]d. ViCtory:  When the dust cleared, VSC
In as many starts this year. had added four ruas to their
Muy was tae loser lowering hisitotal, and Wollord had retirved
record to (-1 s for {he day.

-1 was real pleased “J'“h “I‘EY In the ninth, Ashland loaded
cay w today. In; ; " : <

way B““_f{b hiew 0\*}\ .  the bases with two outs, but
fact, T was salisfied with the: Larry Felts came on the mound
whole ‘L?;xm‘s perfm'nrw.unce, ity Quell the uprising, and the
said VSC head coach Tommy!Biazers had their seventh win
Thomas. against four losses,

“Our defense dooked a lot: Symaper. Fells, and
beiter. They muade some good’ Greenhalgh paced the Valdosta
plays and eliminated a lob of ‘State hitting attack with two
mistakes.  hits apiece. Jim Rey and Steve

“Overall the hitting turned,Ickes also had a pair of hits
out weil. although we did getdfor Ashland.

a real slow start. We could havel Branam hit the longest ball

blown the game open earlier. of the day when he Infted an .

i

but I'm not complaining, They: apparent home run over the left -

did a good jnb.” g%clrd ftencet iln the tfpm‘th irtmi}ng.1

Neither team scored until the, ~Nfortunately, a time out had
top of the fourth inning when | DCEN C"}if’f’ before the pitch.
Ciiff Zunic of Ashland  lashed| H;eﬂ Ej.(‘f;ixij;?seit\‘rm ,tg f“ci’
. ; ok inld and seared | € SIty i <
fwi‘}l 12””1%(“1\((}:1 ‘('{;.:f\,é('(};;‘liT(!_mxhlohqader today at the B!aj/,cr
y ! ifieild with a § p.m. starting
41 time,

Dan Chadwick was scheduled
to hurl the first game, and
Foster Foran was tabhed for
“ the nightcap.

Ohio  University  is  the

“home with a double,

The Ohio team  revistere
another run in the next frame.
after Ralph’ Tomassi walked, |
stole second. went to third on
.a fielder's choice. and crossed

g(?\\,éll".“\,:"‘e on a wild pitch D}‘;wrenmal Mid-Anserican  con-

The Blazers finally got their: ference champion. Last year,
scoring machine cranked up in: (€Y were 28-9 on the year.
the bottom of the fifth when
Ralph Starling led off with a
sharp single to center. i .

He advanced to second on a:
passed ball. and came home!
after Rete Reeves' - sacrifice
bunt was thrown wild hv Mav

lazers Ramble Past

Ashland

i

Tiptoe To Second: Ashland’s CLff Zunic Dances $

e

= Times Salf Thoter

afely To Base

All-America Gene Felts
cracked a double to the base
of the left field fence to bring
Reeves home, and Sam Bowen:
duplicated Felts® feat in his turn
at hat 1o &score his oulfield
pariner.

In the seventh. Steve Sumner
picked up his second hit of the,
day on a single up the middle.

. A ;
Box Score e
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3y JULIAN MILLER

Ohio  Unijversity’'s  Dave
Tobik guarded the mound
while Bobeat hatters

assaulied Valdosta State
(ollege pitchers for 11 hils
enroute to a 7-0 shutout here
Saturday. ’
But thev then had to suffer
through the same treatment
from the Blazers in the
second gamce as the twao
schools split a college
basehall doublehcader.
Righthander Dave Tohik led
the Bohcats from both the
mound and the plate with his
two-hit, two-run performance

which included a  two-run
homer as the Bobcats

defeated VSC 7-0.

But Foster Foran was the
hero of the second game,
going the distance &5 VSC
banded the Ohio team its first
defeat of the scason by a 53
margin.

Tobik, who VSC coach
Tommy Thomas lermed “one
of the hest pitchers we'll face
all vear,” gave up five hils
and two walks while striking
out a dozen. Blazer hatters in
registering his first start of
the year.

Foran, a tight handed
transfer student from Chipola
Junior College, boosted his
record to the same 1-0 mark
coing the distance o five up
eicht hits. three earned runs,
three walks and three strike
outs.

“I"d have 1o say we wore
heat by a real goond pitcher
in the first came,” Thomas
caid, “ene of the best we'll
face all season. “He deserves
credit for the shutout.

WL |

But in at least four of ihe
goven innings we had runners
in scoring posiiion so we were
ahie to get to him a litie
bit. We've uot to give him
eredit for pitching well in the
cluteh. *And the Ohio hitting

, was also the best we've seen.

“In the second came we
have to applaud Yoran. He
deserves a lot of credit. He
was  injured most of  the
season and hasn't had a
chance to pitch.

Thomas alsn praised the
defensive  field  work  of
shortstop TPete Reeves who
made some unbelievable
plays, third basemen Marty
Bishop and Steve Sumner and
centerfielder Sam Bowen, who
twice cut down runners going
home.

Ohio third baseman Mike
Walsh started things off for
his team in the top of the
fourth inning - of the first
grme.

He singled, [followed by
Steve Bihl with another sinzle
and Topik’s intentional walk
loaded the bases to set the
staze for Jax Robertson's
sacrifice {ly, scoring Walsh,
Emil Dizavich's {wo-run
double gave Ohio a 3-0 leud.
In the sixth inning the
Bebceatls iced the victory with
a four - run outburst on six
hits, including Topik’s two
run homer.

VSC's biggest threat came
in the third when a single by
Steve Sumner and double by
All-America Gene Felts put
runners on second and third.
But Topik Thurled three

LT

/

straicht strike outs to end the

threat, .
Ohia statted a Iitle earlier

mn the seeond game, hut then

so did VSC.

In the top of the sccond,
Steve Haris broke the ice
with a double then senved en
boue Nicholon's smzle and
Ohio led azain. . but not {or
long.

VSC fipst haszey  Jef!
Greenhalgh slarted a Blazer
hit parade that binuzht in
four rung {o twn the fables.

Greenhaigh's single was fols
lowed by Dan Alierd’s Sacris
fice, Marty Bishep's  drive
down the third hise line
for two ‘RBI's, Fells' single
and two base on halls and
the Blazers took a 4-1 lead.

They followed it up with
another run by Bill Pettv in
the bottom of the fourih to
end their scoring and allowed
Ghio a sceond run in the top
of the third and then third
in the top of the seventh.
That's  when  Steve  Bill
slammed  his  anti-climatic
solo heme run over the left
firld fence.

Tempers flared briefly in
the bottom of the fourth in-
ning when Foran hit two
straight bhatters with pitches,
Both henches empticd onto
the field but Blazer coaches
were able to quell the out-
burst before any incident.
The split left . the Blazers
with a 73 overall vecord
which they arc schequled ta
{ake inlo action here today
in a (win-biil with Mercer
Atlanta at the Blazer diamond

See V5C . .. Page 15-A

GENE FELTS hit the ball

hard all year,
never seemed to fall in.

but 1t

.VSC

Continued From Page 14-A
on the school's North Campus.
Those games are to get :
underway at 2 p.nm. ’

Boxscores |

Lyharger, s§
Walsh, 2b

ihl, rf

Allen, rf

Tovik, P
Reberison, ¢
Drzavich, b
Ruoves 1b

Brerly, cf

Harris, ef

Kerver, 2»

Godee, M

Thomras,

Totals

VsC

Sumner, 3b
Aiford, 2b

Felts.

Boven, cf
Greenhalzh, 1b
Branam, ¢
Ragister of
“tus:she dh
Reaves, s
Chawick, p |
Ferrera, P
Roquemore, B
Totv's

Ohio

vSC

W .- Bowen. Tobik
2% -~ Drzarvich, Felts H
HR ~ Tobik . |
SF - Robertson :
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Iybarger, ss
Walsh. 3b
Binl, b
Topik, dh
ALen, rf
Drzayich
Harvis M
Tromas, If
Fleming, 2b
. Kerber, 2b
| Nichoison, e
! Pcbertson, ¢
| Corran. p
i\vil!iams. P
| Totals

VEC

Perty, dh
Tishop, 3b
Feits. 1
Rowen, of
Rranam ¢
Greenlalgh, 1b
Alfard, 2b
Starting, rt
Recves, §8
¥aran, p
‘Teials

(i 011 000 1—3.8-2
VS 040 100 x—5-3-1
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VSC At A Glance

BATTING
. AB R H BI AVG. 2B 3B HR SB
Foster Foran 4 5 9 10 63 2 0 2 ¢
Jim Roquemore 2 0 1 0 5 0 0 5 ¢
Gene Felts 5 12 17 8 37 3 1 ¢ 3
Sam Bowen 22 9 10 4 345 5 1 ¢ 7
Pete Reeves 54 5 0 333 0 0 0 0
Jerome Register 32 10 6 33 01 0 1
Ralph Starling ¥ 2 4 1 32 0 0 0 0
Steve Sumner B 4 7 0 3 1 0 0 0 .
Dan Darden 6§ 1 2 o0 250 0 0 0 13
Marly Bisiiop 7 1 4 2 25 1 0 0 ¢
Darrell Branam 22 4 5 7 2 2.0 0 9@
Jerry Dennis 2% 2 6 2 27 1 0 90 1
Jeff Greenhalgh 8 1 3 1 .18 0 0 0 9
Dan Alford 49 6°6 5 150 0 1 0 3
Bill Petty 3 3 2 0 165 1 6 0 1
Bill Parsons 1 80 0 000 6 0 ¢ 1
Vince Musashe 70 0 0 000 0 0 0 0
Lark Hahn . 1 0 0 o6 000 0 0 0 ¢
VSC TOTALS M8 57T 91 44 261 16 4 2 2
OPPONENTS 348 51 91 33 261 11 3 2 19
PITCHING
G IFP H R ER BB SO W.L ERA
Tony Fervera 212 3 2 0 0 0 00 000
Jim Roquemore 1 2 1t 0 0 1 ¢ 00 0060 |
Steve McDiffitt i1 2 0 0 0 0 o 00 000 |
E Larry Fells 2 2 1 0 0 6 0 00 0900
: 4 Rick Bowers 2172 13 2 2 8 7T 20 10
‘ Dan Darden 3 23 W14 7 12 17 12 274
Bill Petty 2 12 0 6 4 8 3 20 3.00
5 Foster Foran 2 9 105 3 4 5 14 300
Danny Chadwick 2 162 17 10 8 7 6 11 432
Marty LeFiles 2 62 7 6 4 4 4 01 540
Sam Bowen 1 51 9 6 & 6 6 01 10.19
. VSC TOTALS 12 54 91 51 4 30 48 75 3.9
Fimes Sialt Fholes OPPONENTS 12 872 91 51 40 43 54 57 411

VSC's Darrell Branam (5) Cuts Down Dale K’erver At Plate




S ey e \ By MIKE CHASON tuetting  stronger, but T was
o ; Cor Fichthander Dan a\.fl}} glad to sce Sam (Bawen)

JUnLO shtianac “catch that last one” Darden
Davden was the man of the houl' v aied. He is now 22 on the
i at Blazer field Sunday when he' (o]
, ? . car
it wled  VSC irst  no-hilter|” .
i 4 }l;;]lchcdmg 8Cs  first i Bowen simply ran down a
R . Tegister 11 (drive to center field turning it
And Jerome Regls cr ran ?:mto a voutine flyout to end ihe
;1";‘: SCC””id at;eh%hi?gldsitr?gm::’game and preserve the shutout.
ome run in y g

for the game's only score inj

Valdosta State’s last no-hitter

e . : : Pprior to Davden’s came in 1970 *
: : he azer's 1-0 victory over: P e
. g I\;f‘l.clé}.dg?l;tl‘fn?,l vietor fwhen LeRov Purdy and Steve
e _ N e i Sorgius pitched back-to-back no-
" v , o | In bUFlC f‘;f}”“d‘ %"”J“Fh ()fp 1{“13; hit games against Shovter.
: e o4 twin-bill, lefthander Billy Petty: . . - ) .
: . ‘ ' SRRV Besides bis home  run,
% : : S A ohurled six consecutive innings! o

. 7 Register cracked the onlv other
of shutout ball before tre Hawks! B‘iai‘/ml' Wit off Mv‘rf'"x'-A‘{l'mh'S
PO e ¢ , o Sle e H;ﬁ((\\l tl(x)pn?';“(':cltt}lxr:‘ lfx‘llvtlil]ic(n'é aiike Hurst with a single in the
) . : Lt 7-1 with the Blazers on top. g . o
Darden. a Macon, Georgia. Hurst had a fine day himself "LITTLE 'p'"
.‘i}(e‘]{ _“'_‘ Sy T ‘1{ by striking out five and walking
native, struck out five andiil, f e ecord fell to 142,
waiked only one. Rico Chuistou,; " ':ﬂ“t an. the Blazer
3 designated hitter, was the only! .,.I'n. !'ldcf-’,l'“!ﬂ cap, e “"f?’_s
Hawk baserunner in the third, S¢ored iive runs i the third
infino tand two in the [ifth to capture
ng. e : o S
. Crer . rtheir third straight win and
¢ “Fr ng on, the: "7 L o
i 1o }ix;tncrzl t?ve,\sﬁﬁ(?nm:igo ;x?i}x(ll Safum'in in the lasl five games.
% - & N
e ai o | Petty upped his record to 30

Darden said. bt : .

“My arm was hurting px‘enyimm the triumph. He showed
bad gcf(om the 'g' me Yilt ,”.mgsuporb control all afiernoon by
4 H anme atier| . PP
< \ v Pwalking only one and whifling
~times Staff Thota ] ont started, the ball \msﬁ;,m.c\Q > yoone 4 s

. Al e ., e g e e . B . ey o7 ell. i )
Darden (22) Arrives Too Late To Beat Throw To First Baseman Joe Danicl ‘“ﬂi”h~“““‘°“ Darden, in the desiznated
Phitter's role, singled to lcfl in

i

In the late innings, T was:
‘the third inning to start the
caction. Marty Bishop [oilowed
(him wih a base on balls, and

R A

DAN DARDEN's combined record as a

itche | Bowen drove Dar y
(7-2), and a hitter (.368), vas the bost iothen singi o eme
n VSC history. BUCK ETHREDGE was 6-3 Bishop scored a second later )
and hit .333 in 1959, for the old mark: when  the lefifielder, Chuck

Gillman, threw the ball away
on the relay. Bowen wcnt to
third on the play.

S GG S S —



Durrell  Dranam  and  Jeff
Greenhalgh then drew walks Lo
load the bases,

Jerome Register continued his
heroics by lofting a double just
inside the right ficld foul hue
to plate Bowen and Bill Par-
sons, who came in as a courtesy
runner for Branam,

In the fifth, Mercer-Athinta
relief pitcher -~ Gene  Hunter
watked Bowen. The talenied

lazer centerfielder, who went
3-3 in the gamce. then went {o
second on a passed ball.

DBransm  waiied owt anclher
walk, and Greenhalgh advanced
both runncrs with nis bouncer
to the first  basemuin, Joe
Daniel.

Lark  Hahn, batting  for
Register, then slammed his first
hit of the ycar, driving Bowen
home.

Bill Parsons, hitling for Dan
Alford. then pounded a safety
to bring in Jim Roquemore,
running for Branam, fov the
final tally. .

Head coach Temmy Thomas:
was proud of Darden amd Pefty,!
but equally pleased by the
Blazer defense.

“We had great pitching and
outstanding defense in hot}
games today,” Thomas said.

“Our defense has looked real
good since we made our change’
a few games ago,” he con-:
tinued. )

The change Thomas was
referring to was moving Dan,
Alford {rom shortstop to second;
base and adding Pete Reeves!
to the lincup at shortstop. j

“Reeves  has made  some.
tremendous plays at short. ]n}
fact, thé whole defense is not
only .making the routine play,!
but the really tough play also.

“H our hitting would just

come around, we'd be in really
great shape.

“Of course, with good pitching
and  delense, we  could con-
ceivably stay in every game,
but good hitling. would make
things a lot simyler,” he added,

The Bluzers are now 9-0 on
the vear. They were scheduled
to take on AMcMwray Cellege
(Illinois) - today In a
doubleheader  beginning  al 2
P,

Thomas had  slated roskie
Steve MeDiflit to start the fivst
game, and  Valdostan Marty
Leliles in the second.

Mercer-Alanta
Citiman, 1f
Mayva. 2
Hutchesen. 39
therhard, ss
Feed, ¢
Dariel of
Walker, 1f
Yruzdlo. 1h
Kru«rio, Th
{nrision olt
Burst, p
Totals

Vaidest
Sumner, h
Dennis, b
Felis.
Bowen. of
Rranam, ¢
Greenbaleh, b
Greenhalgh, 1L
Trevister  1f
Alrd., 29
Fegues, ss
Diarden, p
Totals 23
Maoreer-Allanta [ets BLN
VSC
¥ — Eberharg

LOD — VEC 2, MA O,
HR — Rezister
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Hurst (L2129 6 2
Darden (w-2-2) 7 0

SECOND GAME

Ateceer-Aflanta
Yiuteneson, I
T'herbard, ss
Mzrict, 1b
Tieed. ¢
“hriston. cf
Mave, 29
Walker, rf
Gilman 1
Wilsen. dh
Cnldwell. p
Hun'er, p
Totels

Ve

1 ardeyn, dh
Fisnop. 3b
Jelts, If
Rowen, ¢l
Wranam. e
Creenhalzhy
Regeter. ot
Aifard 2b
Recves, 58
Petiy, p
Musashelp
Hahn, ph
Farsens, 2h
Poaurmore, ¢
Tals
Vercer-Atlanta
VSC 00s 020 X -
¥, -— Reeves, Rranam, Reed, Gillma
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JEFF GREENHALGH is "wide-awake"

at first base.

. Junior

righthander Dan
Darden hurled a no-hitter

Sunday to highlight the
.Blazers doubleheader sweep
of the Mercer- Atlanta Hawks
1-0, and 7-1 at Blazer Field.
Darden, who upped his
record to 22 with the
pitching gem, was masterful
throughout aflowing but one
walk in facing the minimum
21 batters. Jerome Register
proveds to be the Blazer
offensive hero garnering two
hits in three times at bat
including a 380 ft. blast to
give Valdost its margin of
victory.

In the second freshman -
lefty Bill Petty scattered
seven hits while striking out
three and- walking one to up
is recordsio 3-0 tops on the
Blazer staff. Valdosta struck .
for 5 runs in the 3ra
combining 3 walks and 3 hits
for their tallies with
Register’s double was the big
hit of the inning. Darden’s
no-hitter was the first for
Valdosta since 1971 when
Leroy Prudy and Chuck
Sorguese hurledsback to back
no-hitters against  Shorter -
College.
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Let The Games Eegin

Valdosta State College baseball is a serious mat-
ter for plavers but the fans appear to be rather vas-
ual about it. Of course, spring and warm weather
might play a part in the way these VSC students

At press time, the Blazer baseball team had racked
up a 710-6 record. Some mighty tough teams have
invaded Blazer Field in recent weeks including Ohio
University, University of Georgia, and Florida State.

Dan Chadwick, a 7-1 loser to Ohio University, called
them ‘the toughest team ['ve faced in my college
career.” Chadwick’s loss was his first in the Ist nine
games. : '

The high flying Seminoles of Florida State handed
Coach Tommy Thomas’ nine a 6-3 loss on Saturday to
end a four game winning streak by VSC,

All-America Gene Felts and sure-fire pro prospect
Sam Bowen have been leading the VSC nine at the bat,
hitting .355 and .333 respectively. Shortstop Pete
Reeves has been a terror with the glove and at bat
hitting .333 in 27 trips to the plate. Marty Bishop and
Jerome Register, who overcame an early season slump,
are slapping the ball at .304 and . 302 clips.

Rick Bowers and Bill Petty ore 3-0 from the mound
with team leading 0.70 and 2.37 ERA’s. Dan Darden is
2-2 on the year, but had a beuutiful no-hitter against
Mercer-Atlanta.

The Blazers get into conference competition on
Saturday against Southern Tech in a double header

viewed the VSC-Mercer ‘
Sunday. The relaxed atmosphere doesn’'t mean
there's a lack of interest and it didn't affect the
Blazers' play. They took both ends of the twin-bill.

of

LA S S g e A
Wi st N

—Thnes Stall Thotle

Atlanta doubleheader”

Valdosta State moved it's
record to 10-5 Wednesday
with an- 8-1 victory over
Georgia  Southwestern. A
three run first proved to be
the winning margin for the
Blazers as  they strung
together two walks, a hit

batsman and-Sam Bowen’s 2
RBl single. Rick Bowers
picked, up his thirds victory
against no defeats with relief
help . from freshman Steve
McDiffitt who struck out 2 in
the 9th inning to register a
save.




In 6-3 Decision

By JULIAN MILLER

Florida - State  University's
Semincles foughened up when
the going got rough and took
advantace of Valdosta Stale
Colleze’s imabilily to hit when
it counted to pound oul a 6-3
baseball victory here
Saturday.

The Blazers loaded the
bases fowr different times but
couldn’t cash the base runners
in as they dropped their sixth
loss of the season and wat-
ched the Seminoles rack up

their 14th win in 26 games.

“1 think that was the whole
storv,”  said  VSC  coach
Tommy Thomas, “other than
we did  not - play supurd
defense in the game. However
we could have foraotten about
the crrors had we dclivered
a couple of times in the
clutch.

“I'm at a loss lo cxplain
it. They all tried to hit the
ball and when they don't, they
feel as bad as anybody about
it.”

Both teams knocked out 11
hits but the Seminoles made
theirs count with the heavy

brceze almost no faclor in

the hits.

FSU jumped ahead in the
Tirst inning. backed it up with
two moie i the seeond and
three in the fitth and sat hack
to ollow VST only one run
each in the second, sixth an
cichth innings

Valdosta righthander Fosler
Foran walked the {irst batter,
Steve Tehbetis. to put the first
run on base. A line shot single
by Jim Busby a batter later
pulled in the score.

In the top of the second,
the Seminoles took advantace
of an ervor ny usually suaper
shortstop Pete Reeves, to put
Wendell -~ Hicgeabotham  on
first. The next batter, catcher

In the last three
lost 4, against
14-2 and 151
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Jeif ‘Tandlich, slamed a 339
fpol two-run homer over the
leit field fence and FSU was
on its way.

The Blazers started their
token comeback in the boltom
of the frame when Sam
Bowen walked followed by a
single by Darrell Branam and
another wwx to Jeoif
Greenhalzh to load the bascs.
Marty Bishop was handed a
base on balls and Bowen
walked the fivst vun in.

It was the only time the
Blazers were able 1o take
such advanfage of the loaded
hases.

VSC packed the bags again
in the third before a double
play ended the threat, and
again in- the seventh and
eighth innings Dbefore IF5U
pitchers Larry Rothschild and
Larry  Kelly  fanned  two
straight  batters  respectively
to end the innings.

The Seminoles  iced  the

~victory in the top of the fifth

when Jin Busby, who had

walked, scored on  Carlos
Lezcano's  double, James
Foxwell tallicd on Wendell

Higgonbotham’s fielder’ s
choice and Lezeano scored on
a second error by Reeves.
The Blazers manazed to eke
out a second Tun in the bot-
tom of the sixth when Bowen
reached on an ervor by Mike

years VALDOSTA ST
Florida State,
» and lost 3-2, 3=

Jaissey, stole second and came

home on Branam’s
single.

The final run oY the day
came in the  boltom of the
cighth when Reeves reached
on an crror and scored on
Sieve Summner's single.

The Blazers are scheduled
to take a 10-6 record inlo
battle against the Erskine. S.
C. Flyvinz Fleel in the first
of a two-game series here
Monday.

The two teams are to meet
at the Blazer diamond on the
school's North Campus at 3:13

Daryl

p.m. Monday and Tuesday.

2, 9~8 and 6~

Thursday the Blazers host
Mevcer  with  their  South
Atlantic Conference opener, a
doubichcader with  Southern
Tech of Marietta, slated for
Saturday af 1 p.m.

Box Score

)bt ab r h pbi
Teuwe tis, I 31 2 90
Gavidson, 2b 5 0 0 0
3 ER S|
5 1 3 0

5 3 9

5 6 a 0

ih 3 1 0 1

4 1 1 2

0 0 ¢ O

4 0 0 0

60 ¢ o0 0

Retaschild, p ¢ 0 0 0
Keliv, p 0 0 0 o
Totas ¥ & 115
VSC ab r hrhi
Trarden. dh ¢ 06 2 0
Sumner. 2b 3 0 1
5 0 3 0

. 4 2 0 0
Rezster. rf 4 0 0 0
Franam. ¢ s 0 2
Greenhalsh, 1b 4 0 0 B
Bisanp, b 3 0 1
g 4 1 2 0

c 0 0 0

o 0 0 0

8§ 2 11 3

177 02 099 -46-11.3
0300 01 -3-11-3
k. — Reeies 3. Rishop, Grecnhalzh,
Farmer, Rothschild, Fizsoy. .

DP  ~ Eissey io Davidson to Hizgen-
buti=m; Keeves tor Sumner to

Greenhalth  2: Bishep to Brannan f{o
Greerhale:
108 - 8, VSO 14,
7R — lLerscusna 2, Felts,
it — Tandich
DB — Telbets, Davidson. Register

ip h r er bh xo
Fare er. w 5134 2 15 3
Rotaschi's 2 5 1 1 3 2
Kell, 12312 0 0 3
Foran (L, 1.1) 4 9 6 3 3 0
Lel.es S 2 0 0 1 2

ATE~has won only 2 and
However, VSO has won
3 .
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VS8C's Daryl Branam Waits Paticntly For FS5U's Jeff Tandlich
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During the last two years,

State,

GENE FELTS has been 9-20,

Florida -State using a
pwerful . 12 hit  attack
including a second- inning
home run powcred it'’s way to
a 6-3 victory over Valdosta
here Saturday. The Blazers
had several opportunities to

win but four times they left

At Home

R

- Times Siafi Photo

in four games against Florida

Stazers Fall to FSU

the bases loaded -and totzled
16 men left on base in all.
Gene Felts led the Blazers at
the plate with 3 bits in 4 at
bats including a seventh
inning double. Valdosta s
now 10-6 on the year.

for a 450 average,
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- —Dlasers At A Glance—
HITTING
AB R I Bi AVG. 2B 3B 1R SB
Foster Foran K] ) 9 10 643 .2 0 i 0
Lark Hahn 2 ] 1 oosm o0 6 0 0
Gene Felts 62 13 22 6 3%5-4 1 0 4
Sam. Powen 2006 17T M3 5 1 0 09
Pefe Heeves 27 ) g 1 myo1 0 0 1]
Jim Roquemore 5000 1 0 38 6 0 0
Marty Bishop B2 07 4 52 0 0 1
Jerame Register a4 1|8 e 1113
Dan Darden ) 17 2 5 0 29 ¢ 1] 0 1
Ralph Starling 2 4 oase 0 0 60 0
Darrell Branam a1 6 8 9 I 2 0 0 0
Steve Sumner b 481 221 6 0 0
Jerry Dennis 3 26 2 4% 1 0 0 1
Jeft Greenhalgh 20 4 2 70 0 0 1
Dan Alford - 46 6 O 5 30 0 1 i 5
Bill Petty 20 4 2 0 e 1 I} 0 2
Bill Parsons 13 2 1 T 077 06 0 0 1
Vince Musashe 9 1 0 0 0 0 ¢ 0
VSC TOTALS 457 96 120 58 263 20 4 3 28
OPPONENTS 465 5% 113 40 243 13 3 3 21
PITCHING
G 1P H R TR BB SO W-L. ERA

Steve McDiffitt

2 1.2 4} 0 0 [i} 2 0-0 0.00
Larry Felts 2 2 1 6 0 0.0 06 000
Jim Roguemore 1 210 0 1 0 00 Q.00
Rick Bowers 3 %2 17 3 2 14 9 30 070
Dan Darden . 4 30 20 ¥ 7 13 o2 22 210
Bill Petty 3 19 7 7 5 9.6 30 237
Marty LeFijes 3 112 9 6 4 B 6 0-1 3.08
Foster Foran 3 13 19 16 7 5 1 415
Danny Chadwick 2 162 17 10 & 7 6 11 432
Sam Bowen 1 5.1 9 6 6 6 6 0-1  10.19
VSC TOTALS 16 126 13 59 38 62 62 106 .71
DPPONENTS 16 1162 120 %6 57 72 10 610 4.40

;
D Al M b

Hit him, hit him; right betwcen the eyes. Not really, Blazer infielder Steve
- Sumner turns a perfect double play in.recent baseball action.
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- Blazer pitcher fails to pick off alert FSU base runner.

\

Typlcal of BLAZER early season action.
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By MIKE CHASON
The Dun Darden Show gave
anotl.er

IRk}
it

perfurmanve  al
Alinday with the

; and his supporting
cast, the VSO Bla rapping

3

wir over the Erskine Flying
Fleet,

Darden, a junior vi
from  Macon, Gas,
di‘nuui’
his record to 3-2.

The fame-throwing  Middle
Georgla junior college product
has now allowed only two hits
Jin his last 16 innings. He struck
rout seven and walked only three
enredte to his viclory.
| Erskine’s only run came in
tthe fourth when Tim Whipple
reached first on. an error by
third buseman  Marty  Bishop
}and advanced to second on a
ifluke hit by A. I, Cox . which
idropped hetween three Blazers.
‘ The  fleets,  second
itrotied o third after

ghthander

went  the

N
il

' ?-"}
@/&ﬂa) L O

wlay tirowing:

out seven hits to pick up a 41

¢ on the mound, raising

rget Register at sccond.
sacker|
Darden ' diamond nine chalked up a pairlraced to third. Foran
‘threw an attempted pick-offiof insurance runs in the sixthl Bowen with a base hit.

A S
¥ & 9

(play into right field.

! Whipple streaked lo the plate
“on sacrifice {ly by Vic
Sehelichow.

VSC's initial run came in the
second  frame  when  cen-
Aerfrelder Sim o Bowen's double
got by the Flect's rightfielder,
! Schelechow, and Bower slid into
third.

The talented centerficlder,
who went 223 on the day,
crossed the plate on Foster
i Foran's sacrifice fly.

Foran, in the designated
hitter’s role, drove in three runs
in (he game.

The Blazer’s added another ;
orunin the fourth when Gene

]
o

IR s, e Yy ot gy

and moved to third on Jerome
Register's single.

to the shortstop who knocked:
the ball down just in time ol

Coach Tommy Thomas’ by  Schelechow,

|Felts reached base on 4 .
ficlder's choice, stole second, DARDEN

Leads Attack

Felts scored on a deep shotiwhen Felts beat out a double|Dan

and

N

play to first, and Bowen singled.!better his 1-1 record against
Felts, the All-America lcft-!Erskine
| fielder, scored on another error scheduled

|
Bowen |

plated ‘

Thomas was pleased with they Atlantic Conference opener with'

pitching  perfonmnance,
little troubled by the errors.
“We made some errors that,

but a!Scuthern Tech is scheduled for

! Saturday, April 6.

HMODPOHWPIDIOD Y VDA IQOOO O

a beller hitting ballelub could! Blazers
have cashed in on,” Thomus! AB R R RFBL
suid l!im 4 0 0
Sald. fws &1
“Fortunately - for us, when & P
. o Y . [N o
they had the opportumty tej s 3 00
score, they left' their men. }; 319 e
stranded. ip: 2 ¢ o
“Fortanately for us, when S g % g
they had the oppor‘unity 10 Line 0 0 o
score, they -left their men‘{,ﬁ‘,’_;";g st » 1b1
.. Valdrs State a
Stldl]ded.‘ P Allare, 2h 4 ¢ 0
“We hit the ball hard on’ 3.0 2
several occasions, but it was ; 33
right at the people. Branam did 3o
that on several occasions.” ! .3 e
Valdosta Slate's record 30 1
zoomed o 116 with the win, |ptme's! FA
while the Fleet sunk to 6-4. TOTALS B 4 7
o PR T lian: ativa  Erekine 020 109 050-—1.2.2
Fast ‘Gdly, Indiana  native, giyeve 10192 68413
Chadwick altempis to| ¥ ‘chelechow 2 Darden, Bishop,
Branam. N -
. DP - Bistep to Aliord to Greenhelgh,
today in @ game| Log-Erkeine 5, VSC S,
for 3:15 p.m. at| h-Roven.
Blazer field. SF.—Schelechow, Foran, *
oy o - ’ of s P H R ER ERF 80
Mes c(.x. is to invade Valdosta Hirss (L.2.2) s 5 RS
on April 4,  and the South|ngrien (w.a.2: * 21 03 4
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This Erskine first baseman needs a checkered
content with just the baseball.

Darden Daoe

Valdosta State moved its  first run in the second inning
record to 12-6 here Thursday when Bili Parsons reached
by taking a 3-0 decision from first on an error and came
Mercer-Macon. Dan Chadwick home on Marth Bishops
picked up his 2nd. victory of  shotgun triple to the right
the season agianst one defeat, centerfield wall. Valdosta
twirling a neat 1 hitter, a added two insurance runs in
single which came in the the sixth by tying together
sixth. The Blazers got their  three hits an error and a wild

DAN DARDEN was the BLAZERS
leading hitter in the
South Atlantic Conference
with a .395 average. STEVE
SUMNER followed at .393,
with JEROME REGISTER at .365,
SAM BOWEN led the loop in
home runs with 5,

LRy

flag, but he seems to be

sidede

~ «

pitch,

Dan Darden followed up
his masterful no hitter with a
brilliant 2- hitter Monday to
defeat the Flying Fleet of
Erskine College 4-1. Darden
struck out seven and walked
but three in gaining his third
victory and two dedfeats.
Erskine scored in the fourth
on an error, a hit, a muffled
pick- off attenpt and a
sacrifice fly. Valdosta scored
the initial run in the second
on Sam Bowen's double, an
error and Foster Foran's
sacrifice fly. The Blazers
second run came in the
fourth with Gene Felts
scoring on a fielder's choice.
The Blazers added two more
in the sixth to waltz to their
eleventh victory against six
defeats. Foster Foran had
three RBl’s batting in the
designated hitters spot.

®
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Chadwick,

hutout

Cars

By JULIAN MILLER John Harl drove it to center
It was a familiar story of Dan|field for a safety, the only Bear
Chadwick against the Mercer| it of the day.
Bears but the jupior{ “I was glad to get it (the
righthander livened things up!ene-hitter), the student teacher
with a one-hit shutout to leadjat Lowndes Hizgh School said.
Valdosta State Coliege's Blazers|“Last vear T pitched 15 innings
to a 3-0 hascball victory hereagainst them and we won 5-4.
Thursday. I piiched against them the year
It was the thivd time in three!before too and we won.”

LS S S

o

X

vears Chadwick had defeated] Blazer head coach Tommy L
the Bears and was b} far the;Thomas was just as pleased 5{
swectest, with  his team’s eff sator &

“ started thinking about aiChadwick 3
no-hitter in the fifth inninz,”1 T thought it was one of the §
Chadwick  admifted.  “Bul I fincst jobs we've done this year [
knew just as soon as I let thatialthough our hitting wasn't & !
one go in the sixth it was goinz overly  impressive,”  Thomas *
to be a hit " said,  “Chadwick  dominated
. The East Gary, Ind., native|their hitting but he was a liftle

saw his mtended high and insideiwild at times. DAN CHADWICK
pitch go high and oufside in; “We did a good job defen- S i
that ﬁame and Mercer Pitcherisively with BiiT Parsons doing Second One Hitter

DAN CHADWICX compiled a 3~1 record
against Mercer in hils four years
at Valdosta State., He beat the
Bears in 1971, 4-1, last season
5-4 in 15 innings, and this year

' 3-0., He lost a heart-breaker
this year, 2-1, in Macon.

i

a good job at shortstop andihim up to end the ‘hroats
Mavty  Bishop making  sonte!harmiessly,
outstanding plays at thivd.” The shutoul set {he scene for
Chadwick, now  3-0, wiffed! VSC's South Atlantic Conference
only one batter while walking,opener azainst Southern Tech
eight in his second one-hitteriof Marictta in a doubicheader
of his carcer. Both Rishop andischeduled fo be held at the
Parsons turned in key plave to Dlazer diamond Saturday
spearhead the Blazer defense. | Thomes said b
;\hnmt tronically it was d!‘:ujx‘gl.((lnk'd to start the 1 paon
the duo of DParsons and Bishop game with Bil Pm‘ menning

that 10‘ moed up for the v mnnu;'he mound m the second

run for the Blazers in  theiSaturday. .

botiom of the third. i FLAZER BOX 8 :
That's when Parsons veached N0 AR R RS

on an error, stole second. fook '« 24 :

advantage of a poessed hall o
reach third and camie home on
Bishop's line drive triple {o the;
centerfield f(\n((‘ iy

Right fielder Jderome Reusister
then {ook over {the DBI slot .
hrinaine fwo insurance run

) G LT R (4 Rty
DO ODDAO ST

PR

the Valdostans, His first ¢ ‘ w‘Rg"
in the bottem of the sixth wher 40
his standup danble piated VSC y A
talented outficlder Sam Bowen, ¢h £ @
who had singled. in the bottom s P
of the cizhth hix sacrifice v 4
brouzhi in Bowen azain fo end:! 30
the scorina. w o3

.
>
=2

SRS OB TR, T ODIOD RO D DD

Three times (‘Mr vick worked:
himself inte trouble hx walkinz! &
two suceessive bafters to pu L
runners in scoring position, inl
the initial frame. the fifth @
the top of the eizhth. But ¢
time the Blazer defcnse backed. &

P RV.~Rezisier.

¢ o4
ONHOODONOON O P LIV C OB

s
a

Sumoer o

i

" B OB OENRE SO
9

TR W4 i o & 1
Ha ! 6 5 2 1 2 7
Yoo 23 11 71

H2P - Bowen. Mt
W D—Har, Chadwics,
Po—Dennis




A Question of Character

In the past few weeks there hus been some
controversy and some question about the behavior of
spectators at the .baseball games. Previously, the
discussion had centered mainly around the smalfer
problem caused as a result of beer drinking on the part
of the fans. : .

Personally, | think that there is nothing more

- relaxing than a cold beer on a hot day at baseball

games. Recent developments, however, have caused me
to question the need for a cold beer at the Blazer
games.

Last Thursday afternoon a group of VSC students
attending the Blazer garme against Mercer behaved in a
very degrading, irresponsible, and embarrasing manner,

- This group of students continually harassed the Mercer
centerfielder by means of obscentities, threats, and
assaults using large chunks of ice.

| think it is the duty of any fan to support his own
team: this includes verbally distracting the opposition
at crucial moments. But | also think that while
distracting our opponents, we must do it intelligently.

Last Thursday’s episode did not end at this
distraction, however. In fact, one individual in the
group of ice throwers was aver bearingly beligerent.
This particular student yelled and cursed, threw ice,
and even on one occassion, climbed the fence into the
outfield. Indeed, at one point, the umpire stopped the
game and came to the centerfield fence to calm him
down. The effort, however; was in vain. The most
unbelievable act, though, occurred after the game. This.
same beligerent individual went to the gate to await
the Mercer ball club, and when the players came into
the parking lot, he succeeded in picking a fight with
one of them. Fortunately, the Mercer team broke up
the fisticuffs and sent the VSC student on his way.

My question is this: ‘‘Is such behavior
characteristic of a supposedly mature college student?"”

This group and particulary this individual have
caused a great embarrassment to themselves, their
fraternity, the entire Greek system, and the school,
Personally, | have no use for anyone who behaves in
such a manner. | find it disqusting.

[ think that it is important for each of us to keep
in mind the fact that we reflect not only ourselves, but
that we reflect the character of our peers and our
school. ,

As a student and potential graduate of this
institution, | naturally do not like to see the name of
this school marred, nor do | like to see the student
body in general be criticized or labled unjustly because
of the actions of a specific student or group of
students.

1, like many others, take pride in this school, and |
would like my degree to carry with it the reflection of
pride and decency deserving of -this school. For this
reason, and in the interest of humanitarianism,
sportsmanship, and good relations for this college, |
sincerely hope the Administration will now take action
to help prohibit and prevent the occurrence of future
incidents similar to the ones which took place at Blazer
Field on April 4.




v STEVE ROBERTS

Valdosta State relief
specilist  Marty - LelFiles
stammed  the  door on 2
Southern Tech  first  game
ratly and freshman lefthander
Bitt Petty  throltled  the
Hornets in the nighteap to
give the Blazers an important
South  Atlantic Cenference
doubleheader (riumph
Saturday at Blazer Ficld.

LeKiles  hailed  out VSC
starter  Foster  Yoran and
protected a 5-3 lead in the
opener while Petty- allowed
only two hits in the second
guame as the Blazers expioded
for an &0 victory and the
swecep.

The two wins lifted Valdosta
State’s overall recovd to 14-6
and  put - its  conlerence
workshect  at 2-0. Southeyn
Tech is now 07 overall and
0-2 in the leaguc.

Blazer coach ~Tommy
Thomas called on his ace
reliever in the sixth inning of
the first game alter Souther
Tech had sliced VSC's lead
fo two runs and had the tying
runs on base.

Lel'iles responded by
getting the third out of the
iming on g routine grounder
to second, then retired the
Hovnets in order in  the
seveinth to record his second
save of the year.

The Blazers built an early

{0 lead in the seeond inning,
rapping  out five nis off
Southern Tech's Mike Braun,
who absorbed his second loss
of the year.

Sam  Bowen started  the
uprising by working Braun for
a4 walk and weat fo second
when Draun's pickoff aftempi
went  astray. Foran  plated
Bowen with a single to left
and went to sccond on the
throw to the plate.

Jerome Register, who
rapped out six . straizhl hits
in the twin bill, doubled Foran
home and  scored moments
later on a single by Steve
Summner. Supwer scored the
inning’s fourth rua on a single
by Murty Bishop.

Reaister's six straicht hits
Saturday, coupled  with two
hits in Thursday’s win over
Alercer.  established a now
VSC record for most con-
scculive hits. The old mark
was  seven, sct by DBobby
Tripp in 1972

Southern Tech hatiled hack,
picking up a single run in the
fourth aund adding two more
markers in the fifth to cut
the lead to 4-3.

Bowen gave the Blazers an
insurance run in the f{ifth
when he walked, stole second
and scored when the throw
wenl into center field and was
bobbled by centerficlder
Bruce Kapperman.

Y¥oran, who was slruggling

with his control, found himself
in frouble again in the sixti
when ofter two were out he
walked third baseman Leon
Griffin and gave up a sinule
to righificlder Allen Kemp.

That's when Thomas dssucd
his call for LeFites and the
Valdosin junior came oen to
do the job, saving Foran's
seeond  win.

The oufcome of the seconid
came was never in doubt
after the  Blazers scored a
pair of runs in the second
inning.  Petty was  superb
throughout the game, allowing
fwo scatiered sineles, walking
nobody and striking outl three.

The slender southpaw raised
his record to 4-0 and lowered
his earned run average lo &
spavkling 1.73 while gomyz the
distance for the third time in
four starts.

V50's Dan Alford got the
first two runs home with a
double down the rizht field
line in the second inning. The
two-bagzer followed an errer
and sinzles by Register and
Darrell Branam.

The Blazers added a single
run- in the fourth, picked up
three more in the f{ifth and
got two runs in the sixth,
giving Pelty much more of
a cushion than he needed.

Alford added a sacrifice fly
in the fifth for his third RBI
of the came, and Bowen
knocked in two runs with a

double in the sixth,

Thomas, while pruaising his
entire ¢lub - for a good effort,
had  sgpecial  accolades  for
LeFiles and Petty.

“Marty LeFiles did another
veoma's job coming i1 from
the bullpen,” ‘Thomas  suaid.
‘“*That's the way we
remember - him o from last:
vear. He was just outstanding.

“And Petly is getting better
it scems every time he pit-
ches. 1 thought he did anm
outstanding job alse.”

Thomas said he was not
aware  Register  was  ap-
proaching the record for most
consecutive hits but was very
happy for the Valdosta junior,

“] certainly  think  he
deserves the record. He has
been doing a good job at the
plate latehv.”

The Blazers have today and |
Maonday off before refurning
to action Tuesday with &
confevence doubleheader
against Armstrong State in
Savannah. ) ‘

VSC  returns  home  Wed--
nesday for a two-game series -
with Lewis (I11.) College.

Blazer Bits—Thomas said
he will probably start Dan
Darden(3-2) and Rick Bowers
(3-0) against Armstrong State.
Darden has a sore arm and
if he can’t Zo the assignment
will  probubly go to Dan
Chadwick (2-1) ... Register’s

See —Blazers, Page 11-A

DAN DARDEN during his two

hitting streaks!
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He's Out At The Plate: Hornels Jewell Newman Puts Tag On VSC's Gene Felts - °
— - 2 e
Blazers
(Confinucd From Page 10-A)
eight straight hits has lifted
his average to an even .400
. . . Foraw’s two RBI'S DAN DARDEN 1s ready to
Saturday padded his lead ia go back to pitching
that important category. The duri
_ ‘ ory. ng his bi
Marianna, Fla.,, nalive now 1 ng 218 hitting
has 15 . . . Thomas said he Sownern Tech b rn slump!
. . > Roul o »
will continue fo platoon in the Gitlum, ss 3 0 0 0
inficld positions. He said Kapperman, of 1%
several infielders have shown Ner el | 3 0 0 0
the capability of doing dil- Godirey, dh 20 g g
" H . g Kenip, 1l
ferent things well. Varray., 1 2.0 0 ©
First Game Griion. 3 ; g 0 g
Southern Tech AB R H REI e P, S e 0 e
Vindem, b 31 2 90 el er
Gilum, ss 2 0 0 0 Y;fz.”e,' 4 :g g g g
Kepperman, cf 4 0 0 0O SO ! - Ihi
Qicl)aniel. ih 4 0 1 2 )‘\?S\,, %5 33, or l0 “é :
Neaman, ¢ 31 10 oo,
h Parsens, sx o 1 o 0
gm:(i.ey. "u 30 0 0 Sanener. b 2 2 0 0
Farren, dh 3 g v Felis Mert PR
arren, Lasen, of
Guain, 3 2.0 0 0 Fooim dn a0 o0 3
!gexri).; rt 2 1 10 Rensier, 1f 3 1 3 0
'v'(rw“'i,sp gé g g g SKtaitivz, of 0 ? o ?
VSC AR R H REI ::’;‘,:'?{ ¢ % 6 0 v
Recves, ss 4 0 1 0 Roquomore, ¢ ¢ 0 0 0O
{:is‘hop,l.»b 3.0 1 1 Alord 20 2 06 1 3
ehx, I 3 0 1 ¢ Murashe, 2h y 6 0 0
{f::f:r“’ l)cl ; % ? ? Grecrhalgh, 1b 3 0 1 1
Letites.p o 0 0 0 o ® RIS
Ren ster, s [ N S R | o 030 260 0--0-2-1
Ftarling, 1 o 0 0o ¢ veQ 022 132 x—8-1C-1
Tranan, ¢ a0 0 0 ¥ — Gritfia, Reaves
.Nu..'mm'. h 31 2 1 De Gritiong Petly  te Allord  ta
f;-;)t;:l\\?‘a_lnh- h 26 g g 2 ¢ tverhalzh .
ALS 2 LOB —~ ST 2, VRC 6.
Scuthern’ Tech 00 120 0353 R - Alard, Franam, Bawea
o 4 X--5- s .. Foran, Al
¥. FEishop 2. FBraun, Sumner, New, st Foran, Atiord ip or hh an
;\}'r; qﬁwl)tr{ps(r‘!. 5 Prince (i, 0-3) H a1
HB--SY T, VS . ¥ : 0
7B Hesister, MeDaniel Fedar 1
IP—Letls, ’ rety (W, &0 7
$B— itegister, Reeves. Beowen, ’
$ Gilliam "
P H

Brave (L. 0

é
Foran (W, 2.1) 523§

R ER KRR fO
s 2 4

4
2 3 4




« Valdosta State swept its
conference opening serics
Saturday -taking a twin bill
from the Hornets of Southern
Tech 5-3 and 8-0 at Blazer
Field.

The Blazers jumped out

striking out three and walking
nonc, while alfowing but two
scratch singles , in going the
distance for the third time in
four starts. Don Alford drove
in three runs with a double
and sacrifice fly, while Sam

with a sixth inning double to
lead the Blazers at the plate.
The twin victorics set the
Blazers record at 14-6 on the
year, ‘and 2-0 in the
conference.

Jerome Register was six

Gver Scuthern Tech:

e

double header. These six hits
coupled with two hits in the
Mercer game sct a new VSC
record for consccutive hits
(8) eclipsing the old mark of
scven set by Bobby Tripp in
1972.

front early in the first game
picking up four quick runsin
the second inning to take a
4-0 lead. Sam Bowen scored
an insurance run after
Southern had pulled to
within one with two fifth
inning runs. With two men on
and two out, Coach Tommy
Thomas brought in his
fireman Marty LeFiles who
quickly extinguished the fire
by forcing a routine grounder
to end the inning, and setting
the Hornets down in order to
preserve Foster Foran’'s
second victory of the
campaign.

In the second game it was
freshman  lefty Bill Petty’s

Bowen picked up two RBl's for six in the Southern

Want to hear about my homerun,
asks FOSTER FORAN?

- Blazers At A Glance

‘ : BATTING -
sparkling mound work which AR R H BI AVG. 2B 3B HR SB-
highlighted the Btlazer Lark Hahn 2.0 .1 1 50 6 0 o o9
victory. Petty who is 4-0 on Foster Foran o6 12 1B 44 2 ¢ 2 g
the year was masterful J“mm? Register 6 22 11 400 3 1 1 4
Sam Bowen B2 20 9 3m o7 4 0 12
Gene Felts o8 2B 6 333 4 92 ¢ 6
Jim Roquemore 30 1 6 333 90 o 0 0
Pete Reeves 705 120t a4 1 90 ¢ 1
Marty Bishop 32 10 6 303 2 1 ¢ 1
Dan Darden 7 2 5 9 29 0 0 0 1
Ralph Starling 42 4 1 28 0 9. ¢ 0
Steve Sumner 2 5 11 2 %2 1 ¢ ¢ 0
Darrell Branam 40 7T 10 10 250 3 o ¢ 0
Jerry Dennis . d 2 6 2 176 1 0 ¢ 1
Jetf Greenhalgh 3 25 3 139 o0 o0 o i
Dan Alford 526 7 8 1% 1 1 0 s
Bill Petty M4 2 0 a0 1 o0 o 2
Bill Parsons 7 4 1 1 08 0 0 o 32
Vinee Musashe 1 0 0 000 0 @ o ¢
TOTALS A67 986 151 T8 PP [ 3 0
OPPONINTS 569 63 123 M4 216 14 3 3 21
PITCHING
G P H R IR BB SO W.L ERA
Steve MceDiffitt. 2 1.2 0 0 4 ] 2 0-0 0.00
Larry Felts 2 201 0 0 0 0 00 000
Jim Roquemore | 2 1 0 0 1 0 900 000
Rick Bowers 3022 17 3 2 14 9 30 070
Dan Darden 5 39 22 15 7 15 28 32 162
Bill Petty 4. 96 v 7 5 9 9 40 173
Marty LeFiles ™ 4 13 9 6 4.5 8 01 277
Danmy Chadwick- 3 252 18 10 8 15 7 21 2.80
Foster Foran 4 182 24 14 8 10 9 2-1 1.86
Sam Bowen 1 5.1 9 6 & 6 6 0t 1019
Others 2 1.2 3 2 ] 0 0 0-0 0.00
TOTALS 20 158 123 63 40 96 T8 146 2.29
20 M2 1M 96 T2 88 84 614 4.48

OPPONENTS 2




VSC Ace Reliever
Fias ﬁ%;gg;éﬁ; Attitude

T,

By MIKE CHASON .

When Marty Leliles started playing Pee Wee haschall
2t (he ace of cight, he never dreamed thal one day he would
be the aee veliever for the thivd hest zollege basehall team
in the country.

In 1973, LeFiles found himself in that position as he com-
piled 2 peifect -0 rvecord coming off the beneh, and the
Valdosta State Collese Blazers captured the thivd place trophy
in the NATA World Series in Phoenix, Arizona.

Mow docs Marty fecl about his hreman's role? Well, he's
proud of it even though it has kept him from starting but
one game since he's been at VSC.

“After last vear, T {ecl like I'm confributing just as much
as anv starter,” LeFiles said.

1 pitched about as many innings as any starter last year,
amd most of the time when 1 came in we were either tied
or behind.

“That made it a litUle more exciting T guess,” LeFiles said. .

LeFiles is a Valdosta native, and in his senior ycar, he
racked up a 50 record for the Wildeats.

As a VSC sophomore, Marty came out for the squad on
his own initiative. His love for the game remained, and he
Leped he'd be able to help out the team.

That year, LeFiles pitched several games in relief and
got his only start of his college career, He {inished the season
undefeated to set the stage for his banner year in '73.

~As a relief pitcher, 1 don't have time to psyche myself
up. but then again, 1 .don't sit around the day of the game
worrving o death that T might lose,” Leliles reasoned.

“1 try to keep up with the zame, and when Coach Thomas
gives me the word, 1 try to get mysel{ up when I'm throwing
my warmup pitches in the hullpen. :

*I always wanl {o be out there pitching, but I like reliev-
ing.’ LeFiles said.

Marty ¢ot his first loss of his college career this season
when he came in against last year's SEC champions, Van-
derbilt. and lost in the final inning.

in the four appearances he has made for VSC this year,
the talented junior has two saves, the loss to Vandy, and one
no-decision game.

“Jt goes in cycles,” LeFiles said. “One week I'il get in
three or four games, and the next week, I'll sit on the bench
all the time.

“You've just got fo be ready.”

LeFiles is proudest of the win he got in Phoenix last vear
when he came in azainst Grand Canyvon (Arizona) in the
first inning and stifled them until the sixth.

Another reliever finished the game, but LeFiles got credit '

for the victory.

“One of the most important games, I ever pitched was

last year against Columbus in- the District 25 title game,”
LeFiles said.
Needless to say, the Blazers won that one too and advanced
to the Area V plavoifs at Knoxville, Tenn. ‘
LeFiles Is of the opinion that relief pitching is becoming
more and more a part of major league haseball,
“You take somebody like Tug McGraw of the Mets,” Lekiles
offered. “He Zot just as much publicity as anv of the mets.
“‘l think the reliel pitcher will soen be looked upon just
Lke the designated hitter is now in the American League.
“ICH be just like a 10 man team,” he concluded, )
It all relief pitchers have the same attitude as LeFiles
he could be absolutely right. . ,
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On Duty: Marty LeFiles Does His Thing

A A s

DANNY CHADWICK during

Blazer tournament
action,
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jthe boltom of the sixth when at 3-all in the top of the next

SAVANNAH — Back to nack:David Barnhill walked, moved frame when Foran, Bill Parsons
homeruns by Darrell Branam: 10 second on Tonv Wolie's sinzle and Jetf Gueenhalgh tallied on
and Dan Alford pul Valdosta ind scored on Ricke Coleman s two hits, three watks and
State Collece's Blazers on {he double., %51"51‘1“('?-‘ ' ‘
road fo victory heve Tuesdayy With a litde help e vse, [0 was in the hottom of "“_"1
bt Armistrong Stafe Collee's peljever Marty  Lefiles, 1,?;:!)'“‘*""& _\\h(‘n: the »\I‘naf'c“s d.”}'
Pirates showed the visitors one Darden picked up bis fowrth win. CEed it with Ben Thomas,

Tolly wesn't enenth do make @iip six decisions after comz 5 MeNeill and Snelling scoring on

.. . i - sietlin: .

clean sween of thipes, i(1-3 innings  on the mound. ,1“9 ',‘m ,d'”l“;}(: b'\. l;x?dlmh,
The Blazers picked up o 49{Lefiles came i to strike outat““lsh(‘,”*“ f.sd‘mt( ‘:f’““_‘q,‘fj. i

lead on the two lLomeruns Mlane balter and give up nothing: - rcd to radly again i

’ SO g L iy . i e vhen
the top of the fourth und went|in the last inning and a third. 0'¢ top of the seventh w
on to defeat the Pirates -1 in N [Steve - Sumner — walked  and

the fist came of thel 1-efiles didn't have it so easyiscored on Sam Bowen's hit.
' Py eTe dn the ‘second game, however,|Bowen then scored on Foran's
But the Pirates chalked wp SR Be came in 1o replace|single to cut the margin to 6-5

three runs each in the fourtn: RiCK Bowers in the middle ofihut” it was too little to over
and fifth innings while shuttinzi,

ithe fourth inning. The rvocf [l itake the Pirates.
the door en 2 sccond Rlazer P ‘}‘1”? Letiles underneathi yse poturns (o action today
rally in the top of the sm’cn!h“e\‘f'\‘" hn.n‘ with his second ]”“;at, 3:15 pan. hosting  Lewis
to take a 6-5 victory and h;m((”f the season. iCollege of IHinois in the first
the Valdostans their first con-| Armstrons vaulted in to the of their two-zame serics at the
ference loss. fead in the bottom of the fourth;Blazer diamond on the school's
The split left Coach Tommiviwhen  Steve  McNeill, Linng’“""h campus.
Thomas's Blazers with a 15-7:Burnsed jnd Bruce Coleman' g AB R u

. : Ent
overall record and a 3-1 SAClscored on three hits, two wal'm;' ?f’,c‘h\'t.s. s £ 00 0
mark while the Pirates are nowland a VSC error. _ Lon. 30 i) .
13-6 and 3-1. But the Blazers evened it u,")i[:gx‘_‘j;"'d:f pe
Branam. the Blazer catcher, Fosisrer. it I
put the Blazers on the victory Starinz, rf 00 0 0
. : . S . " Rranam. ¢ o S T
route in the top of the second g 29 PR
when he slamimed his homeruag, fieeonhalzh, 1b I 0 0 9o
his first of the scason. after  Darden. 4 0.0 0 0
N yl.eFles, p 6 0 0 0
Foster Foran and Jerome Totals % .6 5 8
Register had cnch walked ta give Q;}f‘\,c“ of AR R o 0““:)
VSC a 3-0 lead. Alford, not to Rotnsed, ri 2 0 0 o
be outdone, duplicated the slam ijw}h":{ "1 4 0 1 e
with a solo shot to boost it to Yaroroush 1h 3 5 o 5
4-0. Armstrang never recovered, Barnuill, ¢ 21 200
The Blazers added tw in- (G man. b-3t R
surance runs in the top o the Cmemar, r-dh 30 1 )
v - AT oy P Maner p 25 1 s
sixth when  Marty BL:]M,) Totals s 4
walked and scored on Gene Vs 042 02 0. £.5.3
Felts® single. then Felts talliod AsC 00 091 0 14-2
when Sam Bowen's single was B Snenieat® Bowen Aljord, Coleman
balihled b Pirate leoff ficlder DI - Aljsrd. Racves. Greewhaizh
: LOP — VSC . 3. ASC 8
Jnhr? Sncjﬂmg _ . 2R .. Fishap, Coleman R.
Armstrong’s only run ¢ame in UF — Branam. Alford
H Wwohoroer U sa
Darden (W.4.2) $ 234 1 5 7
LekFiles 13120 0 0 ¢
Maner (L) 75 6 5 5

VALDOSTA STATE has a losing record versus
Armstrong State, counting only games
played in Savannah. The Pirates seem
to have a jinx over the BLAZERS there,
and this held true in 1974 when ASC
clipped VSC 6-5 in the second game of

vse

&b 1 hrhi

fumaer,  3h 3 1 1 2
Bowen. cf I 1T 1 0
Felts i I 0 o0 o
Rrenam. ¢ 2 0 0 o
Petrv, ¢r 0 0 0 o
Rez ster, 1f 2 0 0 0
Foran, dh 4 1 2 2
Aifrn, b 2 0 0 o
Mpsashe, 21 2 0 0 o0
Parcons. ss 1 0 0
21 0 o

o 0 o o

¢ o 0 0

0 0 0

24 8 4 4

the ¢ hox seore

ASC AR R R ¥Bm

MeNaill of

Spel'mmz Y

Buresed of

Yartreugh b

Cekman, h.3b

Graham ¢

Worte  ss

Bur.zardnsr dh

Thoe nas 2

Mooe p

Zettler p

Rumeardner p

‘Tatals

V&

ASC

- Greenhalzh, Moore.

LOL - VSC—8: ASU--6.

?R—Snelling.

&B--Petiy. MeNcill.

S Megister, Greenbhalzh

nmings TR

Dowrax 31

Telites 1, 0.2) 2
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By JULIAN MILLER

Steve McDiffitl held onto the
mound for eight and a third
innings to keep the Valdosta
State College's Blazers above
water; Jerome Register and
Marty Bishop scored the tying
and  winning  runs;  Marty
LeFiles came in to sguelch a
last minute Lewis College rally
and Gene Felts stretched to pull
in the last out.

Allin-all it was hard to find
the hero of the day when the
Blazers cume from behind in
one of their most exciting starts
of the scason to put down a
determined bunch of Flyers’
frem Lewis, lllinois, 6-5, in a
college basehall clash here
Wednesday afternoon.

It was Darden, one of VSC's

‘leading pitchers, taking the role

of designnted hitter who finally
put the Blazers ahead with his
fly out to the center {ield fence
to score Marty Bishop.

But it was LeFiles, VS8C's
senior reliever, making his third
appearance in two days, who
squelched a Lewis rally with
his strike out and Gene Felts,

'Y

Viols All-America left ficlder
who snatched the last popup to!
end the threat and preserve the|
victory for the Blagers,

Trailing 53, as a result of}
a Lewis 1hxcexun outburst in
the top of the seventh and solo
insurance run in the eighth by
the visitars, the Blazers,
coached by Temmy Thomus,
turned on the steam for a three-

run outburst of their own in:

the eighth.

Foster Foran, a pitcher-

catcher turned first baseman to!
Jeff

replace an ailing
Greenhalgh beat out a hit to
first and toock second on an
overthrow, scoring on a bases

loaded blooper by Marty Bishop!

to begin the Blazer rally.
Then Jerome Register, who!
ser a VSC record for eight hits

in as many at bats in the game, |

singled and scored when Steve
Sumner drew four balls with the!
bases loaded to tie the game;
at 3-all and Darden’s high flver
to plate Bishop brourfnt in the'
winning run for the Blazers.

But 1t was ‘the entrance of
LeFiles, who chalked up his

b /

third save of the season,
Lappeating in one 'm and one
loss  ag Mns* Art ‘Haloi
{Colieze  in x‘mm..u
that cwmm to calm ihe mee
idown  and  bri
confidence for

wil. H

Jaranuak, who hed earlier hiti
a three-run  hamer,

aiter, I(*:zdoff

ahout  the b

LoI iles fannod Lowis Cateher ‘(

and thenic

batter, Jim Alessio,
mbled 1o second on a
rowing error "y Bish op and
”mud on {wo ground outs

Tiie loss as the {irst of the
mu:nn for startiny Lewis Pit-
y Dick Fick, 20 hefore the
wnlcr. It was eniy the secondy

stin Lewis' nire pames andi

forced centerfielder  Waily b ..-,d the Blazers to a 167
Cnysio to pop up to Felts forimark.
the last out. The two ieams  were
The visitors from Illinois had|scheduled to play again today
jumped off to a 1- lead in thelat 3:15 p. m, ’
lop of the fourlh when third! b r b bl
baseman Bob Lundl singled 10] aunerion an "m0 FRl A
plate Onyslo, only to see the 5 0 2 0
Blazers claim the lead when ; ? } 3
Felts, Register and  Darryl 51 2 2
{Branam scored runs on three 3 :, } ?
‘Lewls errors and two hits inj 41 2 0
i he bottom of the frame. ¥ ; 3 3 3
But in  the seventh in-in 0 0 0 0
Ining Lewis took the lead again|y: o
when = Steve Verban hxt a ab r hrbi
isacrifice fly to plate leadoff piven @ R
thatter Mike Manderino and|veis u 2 1 0 o
a o Foten b 4 v 1 0
Baranack crack cd‘ a 375 foot; e i 2 2 ¢
{two run homer. The insurance!sraram ¢ 41 3
run in the eighth that didn't R s P S
'hold up came about when ! Puecns s 3.0 10
Dannis Tt 6 0 o
deeves S8 o o o0 9
MYttt p a 0 0 0
Letites p 6 0 0 ¢
TOTALS 33 6 11 6
Lewis 020 100 310-5-11-8

003 300 03x—6-11-2.. __..
ver

JEFF GREENHALGH gets a hit during
regular season action,

WP—DlcDifiit 2, LeFiles.

000 300 3x~6-112
Fick, Landi,

L. Verban 2, Sumner,

Alersio 2, Bishop,
DP - Alessio
2y
108--VSC 9 Lewis 10

26-~Alessia, Darden, Branam, Crowley,
HR Raranak.

€B.~Veraan, Alessia,

to Mam‘ermo to Crowlay

{F -Darden.

h r er bb s
Fick (L, D 73116 1 4 2
Quiz'ey 230 0 10
MeDifHit (W, 10 $31s 3 5 )
Letiles 39 0 0 o6 1
BATA - MoDithtt. . cr mewe cwmmine
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VSC Catcher Branam Wails For Lewis’ Steve Verdan After Throw From Right Fielder Jerome Register

5 L Y e > o . R

Steve Sumner tests the Lewis College pitching ace in recent baseball action here.
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“After Comeback

, By MIKE CHASON

: Valdosta State jolted NAIA
All-America Tom Brennen for
four runs in the first inring
Thursday, but when the smoke

cleared at the end of the game, |

Brennan had  a  perfect 340
record and his Lewis Colleze
teammates had a 7-6 victory
over the homestanding Blazers.
Coach Tommy Thomas’ VSC
nine exploded for all six of their
runs in the opemng  three
frames of the ballgame and

‘pounded out eight hils in the

process.
It is the hardest Brennen
has been thit since he entered
years ago, ac-
cording to his coach, Gordy
Gillespie.
Thomas was proud of the way

his now. 16-8 Blazers hit, but

todav.” Thomas said. “I know
they're doing the best they can,
ihut to really have a  good
hallelub we're going to have lo
stop making foolish errors.”

“*These bovs have the
potential o be a great team,
Tbut right now, we're hattling
tg be just a good team.”

Assistant coach Dave Waples
was a httle more to the point
when he sajd, “we've got to
start hitting in more runs than
we kick in.”

Dan Darden, in the designated
hitter’s role, led off the game
with a single to center field
followed by a double by Sam

Bowen which sent Darden
seurrying to third. '
Brennen then intentionally

iwalked Gene Felts to load the
'bases. Darden came home on
;a wild pitch to Jerome Register,
ibut he needn’t have hothered
since Register delivered a hit
up the middle to plate Bowen
and Felts a moment later.

Register moved to second on
Darrell Branam's single, went
to third on Steve Sumner's
sacrifice bunt, and scored on
‘Marty Bishop s Iy hall.

The Blazers struck again in
the second frame when Pete
‘Reeves singled. swiped second,
jogged to third on Darden’s
second hit, and came home on
Bowen's sacrfice fly.

In the third inning, the Flyers
from Illinois chalked up three

runs on two hit batsmen by

not so pleased with their
defense.
“Our errers  just Tkilled us

face South Atlantic Conference

Blazer pitcher Foster Foran and, §
a pair of bloop hits which fell
i just out the reach of VSC|scheduled fo

defenders. g
Branam drove a 330

aturday for a doubleheader.
Lefthander RBill  Petty s
start the  first

ame, and Fast Gary, Indiana
home:na‘ive, Dan Chadwick is slated

run in the third stanza for his|to hurl the nightcap:

second of the week and the
Blazer's final run of the came.
At this point, Gillespe had
thoughts  of pulling his ace.
“But,”  said the  three  time

so why start now?”

Lewis tied il up in the sixth
when  Wally  Onysio
went to sccond on Jim Alessin's
hit  and came home

to left field.

George DiMatteo's sacrifice.

In the final frame.
Manderino walked, went (o
second on Dimatteo’s sacrifice
bunt, and barclz beat the throw

Lerwie AB R
Manderme. 24
[EATEHISRIL
Veroan if
NAIA coach -of the vear, “Iiciater. 1y
haven’t pulled him in four years! Raraiack. ¢
Aleacin, o3
Laray  3b
' MoCarthy, pf
\‘»"Zﬂ:\L‘t], Lreonen, p
TCTALS
e | YU AB
B ' Waen | pardaca, dh
Register mishaudled the ground ;;g}:sw-“cf
ball. Alessio scored when Bob Resister, 1f
Landi smacked another single (B emam, ¢
Sumner, 2b
e Bisbup, 3b
Landi circled the bases on ajDeons’ b
fielder’s choice, an error on|Xeles =
Pete Reeves. and slid home onjsetv, 1o
fOTALS
Lewis

Mike | valdesta

Bluzery’ an

H R

~vag, of
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003 003 001 —~7- 70
411 600 000- 6-17-5

I - Rowen, . Register ..2, . Sumuer,

Revves,

DP--Baranack v Mandarine

TOBR—Lewis 9. VSC 0
?B-Verban, Bowen

to plate on Steve Verban's!nr. rranam

< ~ifie . . DeMatten. Neeves
baC‘ll“(‘e fly S Derfatien, MeCarthy, Sumner
Faran took the 1loss  for|Se—verhan, Lowes, Brabon
. ot o 1. el ; it h r bh a0
Yd)dghf.d 'h‘(df(?, lowering  his| ... w0 e 11 8 3 13
record tn 2-2 on the year. Voron (L-2:2) 8236 7 3 7
Fovels .31 ¢ 1 1

The Blazers are scheduled to

rival West Georga in Carrollton|®

HEDP -Mapdarmo, Baranack by Foray
K
P - Brennen 2,

sig-—-Sumner 1 by Brennen

LEWIS won the 1974 NAIA VWorld
Serles, defeating Sam Houston
State (Tex.) in the finals.
The BLAZERS hold a 3-2 total
won-lost mark versus the

Flyers.

Blazers Lose to Lewis

Lewis (Hlinois) came
from behind Thursday
scoring a ninth inning run to
-hand the Blazers of Valdosta
State a 7-6 setback at Blazer
Field.

Tom Bremman, the
Lewis hurler who Florida
State University baseball head
mentor- Jack Stallings calls
“Probably the best pitcher in
collegiate baseball” survived a
shakey start in picking up the
victory. Valdosta State
jumped on the Lewis

_ right-hander for four runs in

the first inning. After Dan
Darden had singled, Sam
Bowen lined a double to right
centerfield, Gene Felts
walked and when Jerome
Register sent a sharp single up
the middle the Blazers had
their first two runs of the
day. Daryl Branum’s single
_and Marty Bishop's sacrifice:
fly brought home the other
two first inning marks.
Valdosta picked up another
run in the second to extend
its lead to 5-0. Lewis came up
with three runs of their own

in the third, to close the gap
to two, 5-3. Daryl Bramum’s
340 foot homer down the left
field tine in the bottom half
of the third put Valdosta up
by three a lead which held up
until the sixth when Lewis

strung together two hits, a-

walk, and 2 Blazer mis-cues
to knot the score at 6-6. In
the ninth a walk, a sacrafice
bunt, and a long fly ball to
center, brought home the
winning run for the inninois
nine,

§




West Georgiz, Mays Lead

L

In SAC Baseball Stats

By TIMES STAVF WRITER ibehind, bitting at a .367 clip.
Henry Mays of West Georgini - Bowen is also first in runs
College s the ferror of thelscored with 24, third in dounles
South  Aflantic Conference s»)with seven, and third, in stolen
far, leading the ieague in four!buses with 12,

)

VSC, West Geergia

.

Try f%ga in loda y

Ry TIMES STAFF WRITER

CARROLLTON — Wet |

grounds forced posiponement
of a scheduled South atlantic

Columbus sphit a twim hill,
Augusta winmng the opener
4-3 but dropping the mghtcap

T

06, Augusts is now 3-3 in the

basebsll categories. | Rick Bowers and Dan Darden league and Columbus s 2-4.

| Conference doubleneader s
According to statistics'of V& are third and fourth in between West Georzia Collene MC SEANDINGS
released hy SAC statistician!the pitehing department with and  Valdosta State ColCLe  im ione Siate ST e
Dave Waples, Mays is on topi1.24  and 162 earned run here Saturday. Yalioua Siate 31 72311
in batting average, (.478), runsiaverages. The fwo teams, currently (57 o0 33 sm o2
batted in (28), triples (three),|™"°T CEORCIA TAXE 2 BG tied for second place in the Coumbus 2 4 s
and home runs (four. Team Conference  Overall SAC race, will trv agajp S Tevh o
Jerome Register of Valdosta)lyr! Georsia nons today, with the first came of
State is third in the hitting! srucirong state 3 16 the twin bill scheduled to
category with a .373 averase,|lvsita 2o begin at 1 p.m.
and VSC’s Sam Bowen is right'sosrers Tech 04 09 Blazer Coach  Tommy

Thomas said he will start
freshman  lefthander  Bill

Pelty, 4-0, in the opener and
seniorr righthander  Danny
Chadwick, 2-1, in the nizit-
cap. ,

West Georgia and V3C have
identical 3-1 records in league
ptav. They trail league
leading Armstrong State by
one game,

Armstrong  State prabhed
sole possession of the lead
Saturday by taking a
doubleheader f{rom Southern
Tech. The Pirates won the
opener 4-0 and took the second
game 4-2. _

In  other KSAC  action
Saturday, Augusla and

VSCs Thomas Vows Not

{0 Return To Carrollion

By TIMES STAFF WRITER

West Georgla finished the
Season with a 5-36 mark.
Twenty-two of these losses
were by forfiet, thus the
Braves were technically 27=-
14, The BLAZERS have de-
feated the Braves five
stralght times.

) iseason unless ordered to do saibefore our game.
The Valdosta Stale Colieze by the - South  Atlantic Con-! The little dramza continued o

Blazer baseball team suffered:ference Commissioner (J. B.iunfold on Saturday afternoon

another rainout of their Scearce Jr.) or by my ownjwhen the sun shone brilliantly

schieduled doubleheader with thelschool officials, and then only all afternoon according to

West  Georgia College Braves!it they're reallv adamant in|Thomas. .

Sunday for their second in twaitheir request,” Thomas vowed. | “In fact,” the VSC mentor

days. Or was it their fivst in; It rained preity hard Fridayicontinued, “‘we had a practice .
two days? Inight, but when coach White session late Saturday afternoon,- !

According to VSC head coachiand 1 looked at the field and the field was in gond.

Tommy  Thomas, the West Saturday morning, there were Shape.” X
Georgia diamond at Carrollton’enly a few small puddles on;- On Sunday, a slght drirzle
wias aceeptable for playithe infield and  the pitcher's 'began when the Blazers onded:
S Swdeday, hut o due to o the mound and home plate were their batling practice at - 12:45°
arzuments of the Braves' head slightly sogay, fand the skies “darkened con-
coach, Archie White, the ;.':mwj' “That could bave been easily (siderably™ Thomas said.

was pul off until Sumday. tlixed with a little sand. but! Nevertheless the Braves took

Thonis said on Sunday toe.coach White was reluctant to the ficld and White was ready
field really was too wet to play,do any work at all on the field. o play bascball. By that time,
on since it was drizzling ray “His arcument was thal bis!Thomas . said the sky was
at game time, and some rain boys might get hurt, and he'd ‘almost black and the rain was
had fallen during the nizht, But'have o use up fwo dozenlcoming down in a  slcady
White was ready to begin playbaseballs. Of course, he didn't|drizzle, and Be decided he'd had

although the conditions were think about us having 1o spend|enough. :
twice as bad according totan extra $200 for another night| “I'm going fo call the com-y

Thmmas. tup there,” Thomas added, jmissioner today to tell him the!

That's when Thomas removed! “I'm  not accusing  him: whole story and my decision nat
his team from the ficld, hoarded | (White) of anything but T knowito go back,” Thomas suid. |
the bus for Valdos(a, and made | that West Ga. played Columbus'  “Right now, T den't see how !

his big decision, N A
“Iowill not

doublcheader on Wed-'1 would zo bhack withowt some:

retirn compensalion,”  he!

to nesday, thus his top two pit- kind of




Combine the booming bats
of Daryl. Branum and Gene
Felts, and the clutch refief
pitching of fireman Marty
LeFiles in the first game, and
the offensive assault of
Jerome Register and Sam
Bowen added to Bill Pettys
mound work in the second
and you come up with a
Valdosta State doublehcader
sweep of conference opponent
Columbus College 11-6, and
6-3.

In the first game the
“Blazers jumped oa Cougar
starter Paul Wright, who had
previously hurled two no hit,
no-run games this year, for
four first inning , four third
-inning, and three sixth inning
runs, all earned. Dan Darden
got the scoring parade going
in the first when he singled to
be followed by four more

e

~ Students against faculty in Intramural action last week. Pick up the ball!

resulting in the first 4 Blarer
‘anmm»g-yrg o, :f«’»,v,:.jz;»w;v\ R et

runs. Valdosta’s third inning
uprising was highlighted by
Gene " Felts 3+ 1un double.
LeFiles came on in the fifth
for an ailing Dan Darden after
the Cougars had closed the
gap to 8-6. He then
proceeded to hurl 3 innings of
one hit shutout ball to pick
up his 4th save of the year
and help Darden to his fifth
win in seven outings. In the
sixth Daryl Branum’s
towering two run blast to
left, his third 4-bagger of the
year, and a doublc stecal by
Felts and Foster Foran
brought home three Blazer
insurance runs.,

In the second game  Bill
Petty survived a shaky first
inning in which the Cougars
pushed across three runs, to
hurt one hit shutout ball the
rest of the way and record his
fifth victory of themy‘?;i

1 e g e g et
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against no defeats. They
erased the three run defecit in
the third when Sam Bowen
powered a 365 foot solo
homer to left center 1o tie the
score at 3-3 after Valdosta
had pushed across two second
inning markers. Felts and
Foran continued the third
inning onslaught with back to
back doubles followed by
Register’s opposite field triple
to propel the Blazers toa 5-3
lead. Dan Darden’s sacrafice
fly in the fourth scored Dan
Alford who had singled to set
the score at its final 6-3 mark.,
With the victories the Blazer
improved their record to 18-8
overall, 5-1 in the conference.
They are tied for second with
West Georgia one game
behing 7-1 Armstrong State.
The Blazers meet Florida
State this afternoen

T R I, i e e |

T T

EOT - S

Blazer assistant coach, DAVE WAPLES, 1s shown trotting
around the bases after his third consecutive home-run
(or was 1t four; no matter). Head coach TOMMY THOMAS
followed with a four-bagger (his ninth consecutive
hit), to lead the Faculty to yet another slaughter
of a hapless student intramural teanm.




By JULIAN MILLER

Valdosta State
Blazers used their maost
pmdmm(' hitting eftort of the
season und the right
twa pitchers to bury Columbus;
College 11-6 and then tally o,
a 6-3 victory over the Cougarsy
in two South Alltic Con-
ference  bascball games  bere
Tuesday,

Following the exjlosive hil-

ting  of senior  Ali-America
leftiiclder  Gene  Yelts  and

catcher Daryl Branam and the
relief pitching  of © Valdosta
native  Marty  LeFiles,  the
Blazers turned in three scoring
outhursts to stump the Cougars:
in a . controversy del ayed,
opening game?

Then the Power
Jerome Register,
Valdosta  native, and
Bowen, VSC’'s talented cen-
terficlder, helped  Bill Petty
chalk up his fifth win in five
starts and give the Blazers a
clean sweep.

In the first game. the now
20-6 Blazers. exploded for four
runs in the first and third in-
nings and three move in the
sixth for good measure while
allowing the visitors only two
in the third and four in- the
fourth. :

Congar Ace Paul  Wright.
who's two wins have been no-hit
shutouts, saw his dreams of
anoiher zip go down the drain
when starting VSC oitcher Dan
Darden slammed his first pitch
over two diving infielders for
the first of five straight singles
as the Rlazers chatked up four
runs by their {irst four hatters.

The stubborn Cougars fought
back in the third when Steve
Horne opered the frame with
a double and Butehi  Bell
followed it up with another to
score Horne. Bell Hwn tallied
on. Bohby Howard's suacrifice
flv.

But as if insulfed at the
pprising the Blazers came on
even stronger
the frame when three hits, twoq
base balls and a fielder’s choice)
brought in four more runs toi

another
Sam

College’s |

ARS lh:

Nitting  of i

in the bottom of: 8

cive e Blazers what was 1o,
e the \\m.m;' margin.
basesJoided
scored  Steve
afters Bowen

i Durden’
elders hm(e
Sumner and

l'vli\‘ shwnmed  a three. rund
idouble before being cut down

Pgoing to third.
I

Fhvee miore rons . when Doug!
‘[(,1.1.‘101«1 sineled i Jefl Lin-
sdticl - and Steve  Helms  and:

Horpe singled . in Crawford
‘hefure the controversy started
fin the {ourth inning.
i As  Crawford scored,
fdesignated  hitter me Perry
failed to tug up on Bulch Bell's
fiy out 1o Bowen um v
Lout by buase umpne
IHughes  when the
tagred second base,
After a heated argument from
CC coach, -plate wmpire James
Jennings -reversed the decision

Tommy
Blazers

and fold the Blazers thev must
appeal  the  decision, © which
brought  an  anery  Tommy

Thomas to the field. After about
15 minutes of discussion Perry
was acuin ruled out withou! the
appeal.

Horne then feamed up with
Bill -Chester on a double steal
to ‘bring in the fourh run of
the inning and cut the lead 8-6
but it was all she
the Cougars.

VSC added msurance

—Blazers

three

FIRST GAME | ..

PoThe Cougars had picked m'

as ruled:

wrote forjin

runs in
Heanied up for Foster Fovan for
i double steal to score gne run
tand  Branmmn became  the
Heading VST homerun hitter

the sixth when Fells

waiked fo foad the bases uq;mx’wiih a woorun shot over li‘w‘,«‘”m.d “h

Heft field fence, his third round
!m[)pu of the season,

l Lelijes, who replaced an in-
pred Dan Darvden on the mound:

hegtnaing  of the fifthi

picked up his thivd save
of the scason giving up only
cone bl and a base on balls
L0 preserve Darden's fifth win
in seve? starts,

In the second game, Petly
fourd himself in tm'mu- when
ta double, two singles, two base
ot balls and o VSC error by

tat the

rinning,

Pan Alford zave Bell, Chester
and Howard <umnﬂ rooms and

Columbus teok a 3-0 lead in t: he
top of the first inning.

But it was not enough for the
now 10-20 Couzars as the

nationaily

Blazers turned on the scorinu the
steam in the bottom of the Thursday bes ginaing dtlpm.

and Foran, Register slammed
Bis teipie (o seore both of thein
amd give VSO the 53 Jead

The Bl

azirs made i moprve
defimite {0 the

fourth wien
Snged, and. scored on
Darden’s sk((YII(I sacrifice fly of
the day.

Thotnas,  who  was  theitied
with the Blozer hitting was just
as pleased with me pitching of
Lebiles and Petty

¢ I,< NN mme in and did his

Hn. i onad i( H(nw\ said.
“But Darden dmnt do that bad
of a job. His arm is, botheing
him and he is {0 sce a d\mm
about it teday. And Bill Petty
only gave up one hit after that
first inning. e held his own.”

The Bi

cers play host to the

yoorvenowned  Georgia
Southern  Eagles  in  another
twinbili at the VSC diamond on
school's North  Campus

second.
1Tt was then Redister slammed
ihis deuble and score on a

duplicate shot by Brannam, who
scored on Alford’s sacrifice fly’
to cut the CC lead to 3-2.

Bowen ted it up in the third
when  hie powered - a  solo
homerun over the 365-Toot sign
left center field for his first
homer of the season and alter
ihack-to-back doubles by Fells

At A Glance~

SECOND GAME

. Cotumbus ab r horh
Columbus ah 'r hrbii Brooks, of 2 0 ¢ 9
Perry. dh 3 0 V0! Horne, ss 3.0 0 O
Horne. ss 3 2 2 olpell b T 1 00
sell. 3n 3 1 1 2! crester, ¢ i1 10,
Chester, ¢ 4 0 1 0] Howard. th 31 2 2
Howard, b 00 iPern, db 20 10
Brouks, ¢f 4 0 0 0 Lindliel. of 2 0 06 0
Lindliel, f 3 1 0 0fHelms, N 3 0.0 O
l‘!(‘,!mx. if 2 1 1 OiCrawiord. 25 0 0 0
CUraw tord. 2bH 2 1 -2 2} Marschard, p 6 0 0 0O
Wiight, p 0 0 0 0w, p 00 0 0
1_01:”3 25 & 8 5 Malory, P o o0 ¢ . 0f
Valdosia ab r hrbi Totals 2 3 4 2.
Darden. p 32 1 0 valdesta ahbr h roi
Lekites, p g 1 6 0 0 barden, dh 30,0 )
Powen, of 2 2 1 0} Bowen, ¢f 3171 1
folte, I $ 2 3 Al polis, 3 I 1 2 0
lm an. 3.2 1 0i¥oran, v 31 1
40 1 2 Rezmier. 1f I 1 2 9
! ¢ 0 0 0! Atierd, 2b 2 1 1
! I.mn i e 3 1 1 2 Sumner. 3 i 01 0
i sumaer, 2h 310 ViParsous, ss 20 0 -9
! iishop. 3b 301 2 eipety, p 0 0 o8
Reeves, ss 2.0 1 0 Totals 24 4 9 6
Tolaly 28 11 1) 0! Cotumbus 300 600 0 L4
Saldoats 233 - &P
Columbuy 00 A0 0 4By ;:a ‘ (—,';““\'. iord 12310 x 691
Valdosta 434 003 x— 31111 P — Petiv fa Foran
1OR - Columbus 3, Valdosia 4 .

£~ Crawfor?, Hanen 2 — Howard, Foran, Regider. Felts,
DP — Bell (o Chester to Howard ranam

LOB - Columbus 7. VSO 5 3B~ Repstey

2B — Peiry. Harne, Rell, Helms, Fells | HR -- Bowen

. . - 8B — Cheter Braoks, Felta

HR - Branam S o Parsons

SB - larre, Criesier, Fells, Foran SF - AHmd, Darden :
S - Harne, Perry P h-r er by 5o
S~ Huowsrd, Bell Marschend L, 12 Z:
' . 36 5 5§ 0 1 H

i B oroer bh so|Wi 23133 1 7 ) %

Dardrn (W, 520 4 5 6 6 5 M 10 06 0 0 0
l.el"‘lh'.\ a1 0 0 Y O SO 7 4 3 2 8.2,
;W{'lghl e 221y & 11 11 N & _.3. —- Marschand . {




Just In Time For

By TIMES STAFF WRITER

After weeks of soul sear-
ching and misery, Gene Felts
exploded from the biggest
Slump of his collegiate career
to the front position of the
Valdosta State College Blazer
atlack and the change came
nore t0o soon.

After going hitless for four
straight games, the only full-
fledged All-America baseball
. Player ever at VSC, went five
for seven against Columbus
College in a South Atlantic
; Conference doubleheader here
iTuesday to spark two Bluzer
-wins, ' ’

It was just in time for the
senior from Lakeland, Ga., is
to be honored for his All-
;America status when he is
presenled  a plaque by
‘Georgia Southern heuad coach
Jim Polk in the infermission
(Of  their  {raditional  battle
“double header here Thursday
“afternoon,

Felts hit three doubles and
Awo  singles  whiie scoring
three runs and batting in four
.others and stealing {wo bases
S VSC defeated the Cougars

11-6 and 63 in their two
games Thursday.

“Ard T just loved it.”” said
the congenial centerfielder
who has become uhviously
Upset with his hitting thus far
‘this season. “I don't know
what made me come out of
the slump. If I knew that 1'd

™

e,

Honors

make 2 million dollars.

“Slumps  are funny. You
don’'t know what causes them
and you never know what
makes you come out of then.
And [ dor’t know how long
Tl stay out of it, but 1 know
I can be a little more con-
fident when I go to bat now.”

Felts came into the season
already clutching most of the
VSC records in his memoirs
and was said to have 2
chance of easily capturing all
of {hem this season. The
slump almost ruined all that
but not his hopes.

“I really didn't think ahout
the records,” he admitted. “I
knew - the records will be
broken if I can just hit the
ball.”

While Felfs stayed  con-
stantly worried about his
slump, he couldn’t worry too
much for fear it would ruin
the rest of his game,

“l wondered about why I
was having one and what {o
do fo get out of it. But you
know vou can worry so much
you change your style and
Soon - voure not doing
anything like you should do.

“Then  you could start,
thinking about it when you're
in the field and miss some
plays. 1 tried to do better in
the field than ever when 1
was in my slump so I could
be helping the team somehow,
When you're hitting good the

whole zame improves,

Although  his  hits  are
coming hack the homeruns he
led the team in for the past
two years aren't. Bul the
brown haired green  eved
semior isn't too worried about
them.

“Two of them bounced off
the fence today,” he noted.
“Thuse made the fif'h or sixth
this year to do that. Just a
little  longer and they would
have had five or six home
runs. Right now I have none.
But if I can keep rappin’ it
like today, those homers will
come.”

Being presented the award
by Polk is an honor to the
Lanier County High School
graduate, and nothing per-
sonal is meant, But he'd lika
to be a little less hospitable
to the Eagles Thursday,

“Hey, 1 want to heat
them..I'd rather heat them
than eat,” the pro baschall
hopeful  admitted. - “1 have
several reasons. Jamie an
older brather coaching in
Brooks County) went there
and he likes to rag me all
the lime,

“They’re one of the hest
teams in-the nation and I'd
like nothing better than to
Knock theny off af Teast once,
maybe twice. They've col the
feeling now that they cun't
be beat and I'd like to rub
them in the dirt.”




r'm )
1o Batl
Rr 'TIN!',‘& STARE wWiIiTER

Georgia Southorn's high flying
~ . H
Fagles are scheduled to invade,
Blazer Ficld today in a 2 pnu
doubleheader with the Valdosta
State Colewe diamond nine.

Coach Ton Polk's GSC squad
‘brought some impressive;
sstatisties with them including
132-2 record, a .315 team batting
I.:n‘erage, and a fourth place
renking in the major college
baseball poll. '

The Fagles' two losses came
at the hands of Central
Michigun  and Lewis  (II[)
{Colege. Lewis’ Tom Brennan,

le Valdo

€3

st

a 7-6 winer aver VSC, shutowt
Southern 60 carlier in the week,
According to Poik, this will
the first road trip of the

he

vear Jor his team, and not one
he is particularly loeking for-

ward to.
“l have a lot of respect for

Valdosta State because  thoy
alw have a fine hall cluy,”
Polk said.

“I's always tougher to play
on the road, and I hate seven
inming  games  like  we'il be
playing today. These games just
get over to quick.”

Polk said that righthander

Barry Beck, 5-1, weuld pitch the
game,

first and ace reliever

a ot

Kenny Cluppa, 340, wouid get
his {irst start in the mizhiceap.
S head  cpach Tommy
Thowmas believe his offense will
have to come through for the
Blazers {o win.

“I hope they da, but T dont
think our pitchers can held
thew:,™ Thon said.

“Toowin, Iohave o play
great defense and score some
runs. We can’t mess around on
the ficla and expect to beat a
tcam like Southern.”

Thomas planned to start Sieve
MeDiffitt, 1-0, in one of the
games and wither Foster Foran,
2-2, or Marly LeFiles, 1-2, in

the other.

5
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The Unlinown Side
Of Fommy Thomas

One of the most successful bhaseball coaches this area .
Tommy Thumas, And his 178-90

tecord and subsequent heners his team has compiled prove

But there’s another story
to the young Valdosta na-
tive who pilots the Valdosta
State Colicge  Blazers, a
side he doosn't particulary
like to talk about but keeps
coming back o him.

Before his conching
carcer  ever slarted, his

A playing career led him to

E become one  of the most
versatile players ever and
subsequently one of the most
error prone.

Den't think it was all
bad. Raiph Starling, who
annually builds 2 semi-pro
basehall team here called
the Valdosia Bed Sox read
fly admif{s Thomas was not
only the most  versatiic

=+ player he's ever had, he
was the best catcher ever

MILLER

and -best home run hitler.

He still holds the record for hitting the round trippers,
although no one remembers what it was. But everyone
remembers the day he hit two homeruns in & single inning.

“It happened in the state playoffs forr the NBC National
Baschall Congress) championship in Mariclta,” Thomas
laughed, after being coaxed into rememberance.

“The funny thing about it Duck Barnes (another Red
Sox player then) had asked my dad to go back fo the hotel
and eet something. While he was vone 1 hit the first one.
He waus upset about {hat until T came back up 1o bat in
the same inning and hit asother one.”

- But don’t think Thomas could have rivaled the Hammer
and the Babe. .

. “That homerun thing is vastly overdone,” he laughed.
“I was a pretty good country ball player hut that's about
it. T was a spurty hitter, I'd hit some out of the stands
on some dayvs. but on others nobody would want to take
& second look at me. I couldn’t have gone anywhere in
the pros, 1 had too many handicaps.

* Thomas was bounced arcund the Red Sox and éld VSC
Tiebel starting line up like a basketball at a midget league
-convention, S
< He made the route starfing at pitcher in (“when 1 was
4n little league that was what 1 was,”) Lo catcher, first
base, outficld, short stop and third. :

i
e

Memories Vary

Starfing remembers him as one ol the greatest, Thomas
remembers different, ’

CMy first dayoat shortstop I omade some of the most
fantastic catches . . . but T finished the dav with about five
errors ‘cause 1 would throw them into the trees, the stands
the dugout...you nawme it.”

int the meving arewud niade him a helter coach.
he believes, “I learned how to catch and how to pitch
hy catching Randall Copelard. He had such pinpoint
centenl 1 dea’C tell the eatcher and pitcher what to
call now, but 1 can suggest things,”
But the best thing he learned was not {o pliy someone
at a position he wasn't used to.

“When 1 played for VSC 1 was meved (o first base one
day and 1 wasn't used fo it. | went up for a bunt and 1
fargot the second baseman was supposed {o cover first,

“When the buni was thrown to first I caught it . . . about
three feet from the bag where the second baseman was
waiting for it, and the runner was safe.”

Still Holds Records

N . N - . » .

Themas isn’t a Red Sox any more..hasn’t been for about
four years now. The weckend traveling and bad cyesight
caught up with him. -

“I knew T'd better dn soamething when 1 started misjudging
fly ‘balls and striking out three times in a row with the
bases loaded.” he said.

But one record will rvemain probably forever. In
Themas' own words;

- “I am the stowest cater in all athletics.”

IUs true. Team menmbers retining from a trip with Thomas
ouce counted him chew one bile of banana 72 times before
swallowing.

When he played for VS, Bily Grant then head coach
nd new  Athletic director, made sure Tommy was first’
m the Chow Line. Now his players catch a short nap while
{he coach finishes his meal.

It's not all bad though.
“It's kept me from having an ulcer I'm sure,” Thomas

‘ beamed.




By MIKE CHASON

The- powerlul  Georzia
Southern College Fagles
swooped down on Blazer Field
Thursday carrying  an
amarzing 032 record  and A
fourthe place ranking in the
Pujor coliene haseball poll
their shoulders,

But the weight was a hit
fon heavy, hecaunse it only
took a pair of Valdosta State
Calloue hmen  pitchers
With nothing o ]n"n to tnp,m‘o
the T oy their pereh
with -to-hurn Blazer

:,:n;\.

l',(w

baseiy clories by 63 and
-4 margins.
Steve MceDiffit from  New

Martinsvillc, W. Va. went the

distance in the first game
scatlering eight Southern hits
and walking only one to raise
his record to 2-0.

Ace reliever Marty Leliles
started the nightcap, hut yield-
ed to lefthander Bill Petly in
the £fth inning with the bascs
loaded and nobody out,

Petty, a Grove City,
native, allowed enly two hils
the rest of the way, boosting
his record to 6-0 on the year.

Blazer head coach Tomuny
Thomas didn't try to hold
hack how proud he was of
his feam.

“We got great jobs from all
ow boys today from the
mound and at the bat”

Ohin
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Thomas said.

“Our pitchers did the joh
I didn't think they couid do.
They kept - Southern  from
killing the ball like cveryone
knows. they're capable of do-
ing. “'Alford (Danj hit the hall
solid Al day, and  Jeif
Greenhalgh's home run in the
second gawe proved to be the
big winner.”

Southerner’s head coach Ron
Polk, although disappointed
with the losses, was not
surprised at the strength al
the VST squad.

“We knew Valdosta  Stale
had a fine team when we
came down here,” Polk said.

“I think being on the road

Blazers Shock
Eagles Twice
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and the seven inning cames
hurt owr feam, but you can't
take ;myihmff away from
Valdosta. They hit the ball
better than [ thought they
would.” :

Valdosia  State wasicd no
fime in geftiny on the boapd
when they ranped Fadle
pitcher Barry heek for three
hits and throe runs in the first
inning of fhe afternoon.

Dan Darden led off with an

infictd hit, {ollowed hvy Sam
Powen who reached. first on
a  miscue . by Southetn's

shortstop Rich Toth.

Gene Felts then slammed a
double off the left ficld fence
to plate Darden and send

Bowen to third.

Foster Foran waiked, and
Jerome Rezister delivered
clutch single to center o

score Bowen and Felts.

That ended the scoring for
the inning, but nol the action.
When Forin was shding into
third, his {oof jammed avainst
the hig, and the result was
a broken ankle which will
sidetine him for the rest of
the scason.

In the fourth
canie roaring
up three rues
hit Jim Morison, and Mike
Cash dvove him home with
a double down the right field
line.

Southern
to chalk
MceDilfitt

back
after

of the situation by lining 2
single to right to scoare Felis
and Hegister. Branam scored
on Marty Bishop's fickder's
choice.

In  the  sccond  zame,
Southern’s Cagh hit a two run
homer in the top of the second
to put the Kazles on ifop.

Aot to be ouldone, Jeff
Greenhalah crashed a three
run shot off  GSC's Ken
Cruppa in the bottom half of
the frame to send the Blazers
out fromt to stay.

Reagister legzed out a trinle
in the third framé to scire
Bowen who had singled and
then crossed the plate himself

"~ a moment later on Branam's

Cash scored on a sacrifice

fly by Rich Toth after Steve
Garcia had sinzied.  Garcia

moved into scoring position on
a walk to Jamie Iving, and
Bobby Salter obliged him by
stashing a sinzle to left,

Iving hard a notinn of oning
home on the olav. but a

peclect sirise from Bewen in
coz‘t(,x field 1o Darvell
Branam behind  the  plate

ended his hope as well as the
Eadle scorinz.
sixth, kowalked
1, and
on  an
bascman

b) Sb\.dll(i

Alford took advantage
sinzle to left.

The Buzies added fan more

s i the fifth on [our
consecutive  walks  and a
fieider's choice. but a double
pla" from second baseman

Allnrd 1o (m‘rma"n wiped
oyt any senvi
eh

“hut if we
things

Themas surmised,
plaved azain tamerrow,
might be different.”

VSC, now 203 is scheduled
tn ftake on Snuth  Atlantie
Conference foe Aurusia
Colicze at  Blazer Field
Saturday i a1 p.m
doubleheader. g
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Blazer Box

FIRST GAME
(ia. Southern
Chauncey, eof
Putier, of
Peraon. b
Muarrisen. 3h
Cash. 2h
Carcia. dh
Ivine, 3t
Toth., s«
Salter, ¢
Beck, p
TUTALS
Valdosta State &
Carden. dh
Rawen, of
Felts, 11
Foran. th
Register, sf
Branam, ¢
Altord, 2b
Pishop. 3h
Porsons. ss
MeDilti, p
Starling. rf
Greenhalgh, b
TOTALS
Ga. Southern . 020 3000 6-
Valdosta State 302 003 x—
E-—Toth, Cash, Rixhap, Altord, K ; Lo
W --Toth, Cash. Bishop, Abord. S i . e
DP—Fowen to  PBranam. Parsens tp . :
Aliord to Greenhalzh, Cash 1o Toth to .
Person. . g L4
LOB-GSC & VSC 3.
B Cash. Felts,
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{S—-Greenhalah
ISF—Toth

Reck (L. 52
SMeDIfE (W, 2

: HEP—Morrison

i WP—Beck, McDiffiy
i

~
LX)
T >
e

SECOND GAME

G2, Southern ah
‘Chauncey. cf
Butler. rf

[ Person. 1bH
‘Morrison. 3h
_Cash, 2b

i Garcia. dh
tivins, I

{Toibh. ss

Salfer, ¢
Civppa. p .
TOTALS
Darden, dh
Bewen, cf
Fells. 1t
Register. 1f
Branam. ¢
Alford, 2b
Sumper, 3b
Reeves. ss
Greenhalgh, b
l.eFiles. p
Petty, p-
TOTALS .
{a. Routhern
Valdosta State . 032 o0
| E—Rutler . . .
iDP—Alford te Greenbaizh 2, Branam
i fo Summner

"LOR GSC o4, VSC AL

i iB—DNegzister

PHT Cash. Greephalzh
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Dan Alford (1) Goes For Two After Nailing Southern’s James Ivins
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| Giuana (L, 2D & 7 5 1 3
| Toltiles . & h 4 24
{Petty (W, 60 32 0 1 0

DAN DARDEN reports to WVLD
that he had two hits in
- the first Southern gamel




At Ga. So

By JULIAN MILLER
Steve MeDiffitt left his home
in New Martinsvile, W. Va for
!ho basebail  diamond  al
Valdosta State College looking
for some lop name u)mpctiti(m,

second start of his collegiate
career to be against the fourth
‘placed feam in the nation.

it didn't sem {o phase the

Thursday, however,
mowed down  the
Southern College Kagles in hit
second start ever, going the
distance with for the first of
two victories the Blazers were
to chalk up against the
previously 302 Stateshoro
team.

“I Kept feling mysell they
were no better than any body
clse,” the miid mannered [resh-
man said after the 6-3 win. I}
had heard a Iot  about
them..about how good (they
were

“But around the fifth inning
I began thinking they didn’t
deserve that number four
rating, that we were a bhetter
feam. I still believe that.”

Although he went the
distance, McDiffitt was never
sure of the win until the last

as

but he never expected to his

freshman richt hander here

nthern’s EKEZBQEE%@
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STEVE MeDIFFITT
Gets Sceond Win

|

iplav was over. His teammales
had backed him up with three

xuns in the first inning only te

be tied when he ran info trouble

in the top of the fourth.

“T didn’t know what to think
then,”” he admitted. “I kept
saving ‘well, this is gonna be
my last inning.’ But we got out
of it. Then Dan Alford came
through with a great hit (one
that scored two more runs for
¥SC to clinch the win) and

Tis Chanee

things looked different” ™,
AleDiffit assued one - base on
halls, walked another hy hittting

Chim o owith o pitch and strack

out three while giving up cight
hits for his second win.

“My arm got tired in the
fourth inning c\“d I could tell
1 was losing ‘zmt he admitted.
©1 started using a lot of change
up pitches and the curve ball

Ca lot more. My curve ball was

working today, I'd have lo say
cav it was.”

Not being in the regular
rotation, McDiffitt had vowed to
prove himself any tme he got
{o the mound lie had mixed

. reactions about piiching against

fhe Fagles.

“You alwavs hope {o get a
chance to prove vourself good
cnough,”’ MeDiffitt said. ©1 was
a little scared when I heard
1 was going to start. “'I guess
1 \\dbnt 1(‘411\’ sure what to
think, 1 still don't. I think they
might be a belter team than
W h"«t they showed me today.”

“1 was really impressed, 1
had heard they played good
haseball up here, but I didn’t
know that good. 1f we keep
playing like we are I think we
have a chance to go all the
way.”

Unhearlded STEVE McDIFFITT finally got hls chance, after
being rained~out of two starts. The New Martinsville,
W.Va., frosh proceeded to beat Lewls (the NAIA National
champ), Georgia Southern (33~2, and 4th ranked), and

Flor;da State,
High School by DAVE CISAR.

Valdosta Ra ps '

Seuthern Twice

VALDOSTA——-G eorgia
Southern’s baseball team
should have stay Ld at home
Thursday. After compiling a
332 record without hitting the
road, Southern visited Valdes-
ta State..and promptly lost
both ends of a double-heaader.
The scores were 6-3 and 5-4.

FIRSE GAME
Gfﬂf i Southern Om' 00 0-3 8 2

<t Slaie 06 603 x—-6 5 2
and  Salter: \I(Dmlt ,and

Br:m V.

Septham .
a drate
and Salter; L«rues. Peity

Genret
V&H

(5) ‘und Brapam.

MeDiffitt was well coached at Magnolia

't

20 ow-A $ 0




Valdosta State
accomplished what many
thought to be the impossible
Thursday by sweeping a twin
bill from the Eagles of
Georgia Southern 6-3 and
54. With the victories the
Blazers upped their. overall
mark to 20-8 while dropping
the Eagles to 33-4, almost
assuredly toppling them from
their number four national
ranking in the college major
league poll.

In the first game
freshman right-hander Steve
McDiffitt, a native of New
Martinsville, W. Va., scattered
eight hits, struck out three
while walking only one.

Except for a rocky fourth

inning in which the Eagles
pushed across three runs,
McDiffitt was masterful
hurling shutout ball. Valdosta
State hit the scoring trail
early tying together a single
by Dan Darden, an error, and
a lining double by Gene Felts
for the first run of the
ballgame. Foster Foran
followed Felts’ hit with a
walk and Jerome Register
then plated Bowen and Felts
with 'a single up the middle.
With three runs across and
two men on in the fourth for
GSC the Blazers turned to the

centerfielder Sam Bowen to
pull them out of the jam.
Bowen ficlded a fly ball for
the second out of the inning
and then nailed james lvins
GSC’s left ficlder at the plate
to end their last threat. Dan
Alford who had an
outstanding day, propelled
the Blazers to victory by
lining a clutch single to center
to drive in two sixth inning
runs to hand Valdosta the
game.

The Blazers continued
their winning ways in the
second game using Tampa
native Greehalgh’s 3 run
homer in the second to take a
3-2 lead after Southern’s
Mike Cash had lined a two
run job a half an inning
before. in the third inning
Bowen hit a line single and'
scored nn Register’s triple in
the third and Register then
scored the eventual winning
run, scoring on Daryl
Branum’s single. In the fifth
GSC loaded the bases with no
outs against VSC reliever
Marty LeFiles. Bill Petty
switched roles with the
Valdosta native and brought
the Southern rally to a halt
after they had pulled to
within one, 5-4. He allowed
but two hits the rest of the
way to pick up his sixth

~ar Lo

; o ) "i," Loy #R - . .“'»v e
TR NSRS S L S . e

Gene Felts boogies by the bases as VSC takes
two from GSC,

" COACH THOMAS, whose philosophy
is, "have a lot of fun,"
discusses (?) yet another
call with the umpire.
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In Time; VSC's hfl Greenhalgh Records Another Gl While Rick Bowers ¢ 16} Leoks On Uopefully

By MIKE CHASON
It was a pitchers’ day at
Blazer Tield Saturday where

the Valdosta State College
Blazers took both cnds of a
South  Atlantic  Conferencs
baseball doublecheader from
the Augusta Coilege Jaguars
by 3-0 and 4.0 counts.

In the first e, Augusia’s
Ricky Brown and the Blazers’
Rick Bowers zave up four hits
each, but the homestanding

blows.

T
i,,j;wf

VSC nine put their blows to
Letter use.

Dan  Chadwick, now 3-1,
blew it past the Jags for onty
three hits in the nightcap, but
his opposite nwuber from
Augusta, Brian Beleher, did
almost as well by stopping
Valdosta State on four hits,

Auain, Ceoach Temmy
Thomas  men Just made

hetter use of thewr exira base

“I have to
and Chadwick with these two

wins,” Thomas said. “They
each got into trouble several
times. but managed lo pilen
thermselves out of if.

“1 can’t explain our hitting.
How can you explain it when
we hit two of the best pitebers
around, here Thursday, and
then  today  we don’t  do
anvibing?

“Ihat's not to say that the

Only MIKE PERRY with an 0.78 ERA in
1964 and EDDIE FISHER with an
0.85 ERA in 1966, topped RICK

BOWERS' 0.90 ERA.

BOWERS wasg

6-0, however, whlle Perry was
5-~2, and Fisher 8-2.

:"(jh 2
\../,.m.kj

credit Bowers boys

TR T e

¥ ¥

we faced today weren't
good pitchers,” Thomas ad-
ded. :

In the first gome, VSC
picked up their {irst two runs
in the thied inning when Steve
Sumner walked, stole second,
and  raced home on  Jeft
Greenhalgh's hit up the
middic.  Dan Durden then
Dlasted o double to  plate
Greenhalsh

Darvetl Branam led off the
next frame with a checked-hat

single to right. Somner then
tripled in the hole between
richt  and left ficld and

Branam trotied home.
Bowers struck out five in
the victory which raised his

“record to 4-0 on the year.

JBlazer
Atford clobbered

With two  away in  the
second inning of the nichleap,
second haseman Dan
a4 triple to
left center and came home
when Jeguar - shortstop
Darrell Thompson threw
Muarty  Bishop's  groundball
into the bleachers behind first
base.




By MIKE CHASON
In the old days of baschall,
an iron man was a pitcher
. who was able to pitch back-to

back games, or piich day
after day without any rest.

A new “Iron Man” was
born at Blazer Field Tuesday
when Valdosta State College
freshman lefthander Bill
Petty picked up both wins in
a baschall doubleheader with
South Atlaptic Confercnce for
Armstirong State College.

Petty, a Grove City, Ohio
native, shutout the Pirates 8-0
in the first game and pilched
42-3 innings in relief to gain

I credit for the Blazers' 12-4
triumph in the final game of
the twin-bill,

“1 didn’t get tired until the
fourth inning of that second
game,” Petty said. “I was
-throwing mostly fasiballs,

trying to keep them low.”

Petty is now 8-0 for the vear.
“Petty has always had good
control,” VSC head coach
_Tommy Thomas said. “Also
he’s got a real good off speed

pitch which he uses very’

effectively.”

Although Petty did the job
on the Armstrong nine from
the mound, Thomas wasn't
“about to slight his Blazer
offense.

“Today was without a doubt
the best hitting day that we've
had all year,” Thomas said.

Dan Darden slammed the
first pitch of the first game
into left field for a c¢lean base
hit, and the Blazers were on
their way.

The VSC diamond crew
chalked up two runs in that
first - frame when Jerome
Register drove Darden to
third and Darrell Branam
cracked another safety to left
to plate both runners.

Dan Alford added a third
run in the fourth inning when
he reached base on a fielders’

for the afterncon.

i
€_J

choice, and Steve  Sumner
lIined up his sccond double of
the ganie down the leit field
line to send Alford home.

The Blazers’ added insull to
injury in the sixth inning
when they pounded Arm-
sirong’s Tom Bumgardner for
five hits and an equal number
of runs.

Armstrorg came to life in
the sccond game when they
manaved a pair of runs in
the first inning to end 24
consecutive scoreless innings
by VSC pitchers dating back
to the final Georgia southein
game op April 18. .

In that inning, Blazer
starier Dan Darden walked
Lymn Burnsed. and gave up
a single to Tommy Yarbrough
and a double to DBruce
Coleman.

In their half of the first,
the Blazers barrage exploded
for four runs on f{ive hits
including doubles by Gene
Felts, Register, and Marty
Bishop.

With one man out, and the
bases loaded in the second
inning, Petty came back to

Valdosta State is now 24-8;
overall and 91 in the South
Atlantic  Conference. Arin-
strong fell to 7-5.In the SAC.

The Blazers are scheduled
to ftravel 1o Florida St
Universily tonight to co
with the high - and migh
Scminoles "in a  7:30
coutest.

the mound much fo the

chagrin of the now 19-10
Pirates.

Pete Reeves backed him up |

with some cutstanding infield
plays, and Petty allowed only

two runs the rest of the way

including & hmme run by
Burnpsed in the fifth.

In the bottom of the second
frame, the Bl
game with seven big runs,
Sam Bowen did most of the
damage as he hit a 340’ home
run and single in this inning
alone.

VSC marked up one more
run in the third when catcher
Branam punched out his third
hit of the day to score
Repister.

Bowen. Felts, and, Darden
also collected a trio of hits

zers iced the-

Bluzer B

FIRST GAME

|
Armstrong Valdosta Stale 1
ab r hbhi ab rhbl!

McNeit of 3200 Darden é¢h 41390
Coleman 2b 3 0 1 0 Bowen cf 3000
Burssed ri 3010 Felts If 3011
Barphil ¢ 300 0 Reasir rf 4110.
Yarmvgh b 3000 Branam ¢ 4122
Graham 6h 201 0 Alford 2b 3210
Smith i 2000 Sumner 36 2121
Wolfe ss 0000 Grhigh 1» 3112
MoeNair 20 2010 Parsons 55 31113
Fumszinr p 000 0 Petty p 0000
Scelling ¥ 107160 i
Totals 266 50 Totals 278127
Armstroug 000 000 0—0- 5.2

230 105 x—8-12-1 !
E - Barnhill, Wnlfe, Summner, t
DP -Siarling {o Greenhalgh, Wolle to:
MeNgi to Yarbrough, |
1LOB - Armstrong S, VSC 6. i

Valdosta State

2B - -Smuner 2,
8B - Aravam 2, Alford, -

SF-—Felts.

. fp h r bh so
Bumgardner (1.4-2) 6 12 3 2 1
Petty (W.7-0) 7 5 0 0 2

i

SECOND GAME
Armstrong Valdosta State
ahrbhbi eb r hbi
MceNeill of 3010 Petty dh 3101
Sneltnz ¥ 3000 Bowen cf 323 3!
Burnsd tf 3217 Felts if 4221
Yarbgh b 312 2Registr rf 221 2
Grahm ¢ 2001 Branm ¢ 211
Colemn ¢h 1000 Alford 2b 1101
Thomas 2b 000 0 Bishp 3b 3122
Wolie ss 2000 Grhigh b 3112
Maner p 0000 Reeves s§ 3110
! Holland p 0000 Dards p 0000
Zettler p 0000 Depnis ¥ 20600
McNair 2b 201 0 Haho Uf 1000
Thomas ph 1.0 0 0 Rqumr ¢ 1000
Durds ph 1000 Starting rf 1000
lcfls p 0000
Mussh 2b 20140
Totals 244464 Totals 297212 1N
Armsireng 200 011 0 4. 8.2
‘Valdesta State 471 000 x~12.12-3
BB, Coleman, Thomas, Boweg,
Staring, Bishop
iDP—Reeves ta Musashe to Dennis.
LOB-Armstreng 7, VSC 6.

12B -R.  Coleman,  Felts 2, Register,

' Biskop.

HR—~Burnsed, Bowen,
SB—Regis Afford,
S-Wolfe, Franam.
SF—Graham. Alferd,

Maner (1-4-3)
Holland
Zetter
Darden

Peity (w80
Lekiles

HEP - Regzisier by Zettler.

WP—Pelty 2,

fp h r bb 50
23 4 4 1 O
2234 5§ v 0
23 4 3 21
1132 2 4)
233 2 0 0
T Y 0 1 0

oX Scores-
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by Billy Tyler

Bill Petty earncd the title
of “lron Man” Tuesday
hurling the Blazers 1o victory
in the first game and coming
on in the second inning of the
nightcap to gain credit for the
victory as Valdosta State
swept a crucial doubleheader
from the Pirates of
Armstrong  State 8-0 and
12-4 at Blazer Field. The
freshman lefty pushed his
record to 8-0 with the twin
victories. In game ‘one Petty
hurled 4-hit  shutout ball
while his teammates exploded
for five runs in the bottom of
the sixth to win going away.
Leading 3-0, Daryl Branum
led off the inning with a
single. After Dan Alford had
singled Steve Sumner walked
to load the bases. Tampa Lets
product Jeff Greenhalgh then
hit a 3 run single going to
third on the ensuing error.
Bill Parsons then singled fo
drive home the fourth run of
the ifhing- - and  scored
moments-later -on Gene Felts
hit sacrifice fly. &

The outcome of game
two was-decided early as the

Blazers exploded for eleven’
. tuns in the first two innings.

Bill Petty started the game
with a walk and was followed
by successive singles by Sam
Bowen Felts, and Register
scoring three runs. Dan
Aiford drove in the last run
of the inning with a sacrifice
fly. Marty Biship a native of
Aucilla, Fla, drilled a ground
rule double to top off the

Strilk

inning. In the sccond, Sam
Bowen lined his second
homerun - of the season to
start the scoring parade all
over. Gene Felts scored on an
error after doubling. Bishop
followed another error with
his second of three hits on
the afternoon, a 2-RBI single
to set the score at 8 2. After
Greenhalgh had singled and
Pete - Reeves had walked,
Bowen ripped his second hit

5’:«;
o
. 45
525’
=3

of the inning to move the
score to 11-2. The Pirates
almost made it a game in the
second loading the bases with

no outs against starter Dan.

Darden. Petty came on

however to extinguish the’
potential rally. Valdosta State.

moved its’ overali mark to an
impressive  24-8 with the
victories. They are 91 in
SAC.

o Bcls e S il e,
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That's Confidence: Petty Appears Nonchalant On Arrival At Third



STUEVE Steblrrvrit
VaC's Giant Kilter

By JULIAN MILLER

TALLAHASSEE. Fla—Gene
Felts calmly stepped to the
plate here Wednesday nicht
and slammed a two-vun friple
to the Flovida State Univer-
sity refaining fence and it was
atl Steve MeDiffitt needed 1o
chalk up his thivd straight win
over an nver-rated foe,

But someone [orgot to fell
the Diwver s hecase 1 was
nowhere near all Valdnsta
State College wanted as they
pounded out 14 hits and added
some nifty defensive work to
staughter the FSU Seminoles
15-1 for their biggest winning
margin ever over the Tribe.
The wide open victory not
only avenged an earlier 6-3
less to the  Seminoles  in
Valdasta, but bhoosted Coach
Tommy  Thomas™  Blazers
winnping streak fo nine and
theiv overall yeeard to 23-8.
And Thamas, wha is usually
straight faced, oven afler the

big. wins, was having a hard
time hiding his emotions.

“IT am thrilled (o death)”
he beamed alier the victory,
“T have to think back and
Jook real hard to tind o better
night  for  Valdosta  State
hitters. And T'm thilled for
Steve McDiffitt who has done
it again azamst top notched
competition,”

Mo, a freshman from
Martinsville, W. Va, wags just
as thrilled. The congenial
pitcher added the victory to
his 6-3 decision over Georgia
Southern  College, renked
fourth nationally at the time,
and a win over Lewis College.

Battiine cold winds and a
total of five Seminole pitchers
on a bhrisk April night, the
Blozers wmunind ap  three
runs in each of the first three
innings, two more in the fifth
a twelfth in the seventh and
woent oout with another fhree
markers in the ninth while

holding the now 26-20
Seminoles to a single tally in
the fourth.

Felts' triple come after FSU
piteher Ron Hevring had
watked leadofl  bafters Dan
Darden and cenferfielder Sam
Bowen, Then the talented left
fielder from Lakland, Ga.
seated o a sacrifice fly fo
center hy right fieldor Jorome
Reaister to make it 3-0.

That was cnough to win it
But the Blazers bewan the
runaway in the second when
Jeff Greenhalgh, who had
tripled, Bill Parsons and
Bowen scored on twao hits and
two errors

In the third Dan Alford,
Greenhalgh and Alford =cored
again, making use of four
singles, o ficlder’s choice and
a wild pilch to make it 9-0
and VSC had alveady gone
through three pitchors.

It seemed as though the

Blazer atack wodd taper off

~Bowen

after mounting the 9-0 lead,
but the Scminoles.  afler
holding VSO scoreless in the
fourth, started thinus again
with their only tun in the
hottom of the [rame.

Designated hitter Jim

[Foxwell doubled, advanced on
a hit by Guillermn Banilla
and seored onoa fieldev's
choice by Cavies Lecann, It
was chongh to et the Blazers
cranked up again.
Parsons, then got into lhe act
the most of it. The shortstop
singled and scored when
stapped out VSC’s
third triple of the nizht. Then
Bowen came home on Felts’
hird of {our RBI's for the
night and the visitors had an
11-1 lead.

Pete Reeves, fillinz in for
Parsons then got into the act
alter  waiking and  stealing
hame for the 12th run,

Then  with mastly - Blazer
subs in the lincup VSC went

BILL PETTY's 11 wins tied the BLAZER record. In 19569 EDDIE

FISHER was 11=0; PETTY lost 2.

Other great VALDOSTA STATE

pitchling records have been BUCK ETHREDGE 7-1 in 1960,

MIKE PERRY 7-2 in 1965, FISHER 8~2 in 1966, DANNY PETROVICH
9-3 in 1969, RUSTY SIMPSON 8-=3 in 1970, MARTY LeFILES 8-0
in 1973, DAN CHADWICK 6-0 in 1973, ANDY HASSELL 7-1 in 1973

RICK BOWERS 6-0 in 1974, and DAN DARDEN 7-2 in 1974,

PETTY's

record in the best ever for a VALDOSTA STATE freshman.

out in a final burst when
Vince Musashe, Felts  and
legister senred on a single,
a hit batter. two buse on
halls, two [iclder's  choices
and FSU's sixth error of the
nizht.

MeDiffitt walked only iwo
hatters and . fanned four en-
reatte ta hiz third win, hehding
the prowerful FSU sticks to
o four hits, The less went
to Herring to level s record
at {-all.

Felts, a first team Al
America selection last season,
showed why with his two hits
and four RBI's in five times
at bat. But Parsons had the
hest night of his career, €oing
three for three, scoving three
runs and batting in two other
Blazers.

The Valdosta nine hits the
road azain Saturday, tazking
on Southern Tech w Marietta
for a South’ Atlantic Cowne

ference  doubleheader,




The BLAZER BENCH reacts to a
"typical" call by umpire
James Jennlings!!

Bla
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by Billy Tyler
Valdosta State fed by the
mound work of  Steve

-McDiffitt and a host of Blazer

bats ambushed and massacred
the Sceminoles of © Florida
State down in Tallahassce
coming away with ‘a 15-1
wictory. The freshman
righthander who has come on
as the Blazers “Giant Killer”

- of late allowed but four hits

while striking out four and
walking one to set his season
record at 3-0. Valdosta gave
the Seminoles an indication
of things to come early,
striking for three first inning
runs. After Dan Darden and
Sam Bowen walked; Gene
Felts drilled a triple to the
base of the left centerfield
wall to score two Jerome
Register then smashed a 400
foot sacrifice fly 1o score
Felts. The Seminoles
suffering was far from over
though. jeff Greenhalgh led
off the seond with a triple
down the right field line and

BLAZER BOX-
YsC ¥8U

Dot R

H
;
y
N
Bl s

R an rh bi abr h b
Darden dh 41 2 ¢ Davdsn Zh 4021
Musashe dh 1 110 Daniel U 4001
Bowen cf 33171 RBusay 20 400¢
Felie i1 5224 Juzoe ¢ 3I00¢
Bezisic rf 3112 Foxwel ¢h 411
Branam ¢ 5000 )"r\ml]a 2011
Alford 2h 4120 beo A00¢C
Haln Toen 1 4006
Sumner M 3610 00
Fashop b 2n00C 1no00
Katiing LU UR Rt 00og
Grutlzh b 5271 1 nonn
Fatsens 55 3332 Bihehld p 06000 3
Ticesen 1100 Yarme p O00DD
Melitt p b ASH D H
TOTALS 40 15 14 10 TOTALS 32140 o
VSC 333 020 103—15-14 3
YU 000 100 00N - 1-4-6
E — Busby 2, Brown. Bonilla 2, Branan,
Eissey. Alford, Parsons.
DP —~ Fissey to Davidson to Higgin-
bothom,
LB -~ VSC 8 FSU 5, :
2 — Foxwell
b ~— Feltsy Greenhalgh, Bowen. v
SB . Altord, Fells, Davidsen. Darden, g
Reeves
SK Register,
i hor
MeDistite (W, 3.0) 9 4 -1
Learing (., 44) 1133 ¢
Hrouwp 13 3
Rathehild 2 4 2
Feemep 3233
Mayer LD I |
. Loze hy MeDithu: GENE FELTS
Mayer .
WP — EBrown l‘l].', l\lght At Plate

ors Massacre
FSU Seminols

then scored on a Pete Reeves’
single, his first of three, After
Bowen last walked the FSU
hurler served up a wild pitch
allowing both runners to
score. The Blazers picked up
three more in the third to
extend their lead to 9-0
before the Seminoles finally
broke the ice pulling to
within eight with a fourth
inning run. That is as close as
they came, for in the fifth
Valdosta a_ddcd two more
with a single by Reeves, a
Sam Bowen triple and Felt’s
single for an 11-1 lcad, The
Seminoles who might have
been pushingfor the 10 run
rule to be applied could not
hold back the overflowing
Blazer  offense. Valdosta
picked up one in the seventh
and three more in the ninth
to deal the Seminoles their
most humiliating defeat of
the season. The Blazers are
now 258 and face Georgia
Southwestern this afternoon.



Wi oem

MARIETTA — Genc Ielts
pushed in six runs in the first
game and Valdosta State Uoll-
ece scored ope run each in
the last six innings of an extra
jnning nightcap to give the
Blazers twa  victories over
Southern Tech in a South
Atlantic Conierence baseball
twin-hill Saturday.

Felts. VSC's All-American
left ficlder slammed four sing-
les in five {imes at bat. scor-
ing one run himself and bat-
ting in one cach in the
first and second and two each
in the fourth and sixth to lead
the Blazers in their 18-3 on-
slaught.

And in the sccond game the
Blazers slowly regained their
composure with a steady at-
tack to tie the game five all in
the last frame and with 6-8
when Jerome Register singled
Bill Petty home.

"fhe sccond game had it's
close moments, along with
it's controversies. It was then
VS('s star centerfielder, Sam
Bowen, assistant Coach Dave
Waples and manager Larry
Ranew were ejected from the
game.

Bowen was ejected when he
protested a called third strike
that had hit the dirt, according
to Waples. Head coach Tom-
my Thomas tried fo discuss
the cjection with the unident-
ificd Umpire but the nmp stop-
ped when Waples approached.

“Do vou want to go to the
bus too?" Waples quoted the
ump.

“You missed one,” Wapics
answered. He was sent to the
bus. But later on when the
ump saw Ranew, who wears
a beard and long hair, unlike
the coach he mistaok him for
the clean-shaven Waples and
started to throw him out

again.
“1 made a niistake,” said
the ump.

“You certainly did make
a mistake.” an insulted Ra-
new replied.

“Now vou're gone,” the ump
countered.

The Blazers, now 27-8 over-
all with a 11-1 SAC workshcet

o o
22 . ’F’:@ 4 @' 3
Bl O w

for undisputed possession of
first place in the fledgling
conference had little trouble
in the first game. Starting
off with a three-run outhurst
in the first and two in the sec-
ond they expanded a 51-1 Jead
to the 18-3 margin.

The sccond game was apoth-
er story . . .a nip and ek
affair lo the finish.

Southern jumped - ahead in
the hottom of the initial frame.
when Godirey slammed a {wo-
run homer.

VSC didn't get in on the
scoring act until the top of the
third when they bezan their
ene-per inning rally. The Biaz-
ers tied it up in the fourth at
2.2l only to sec the Hornets
take the lead again with a sine’
gle run in the bottom of the
frame.

VSC added a run each in the
fifth and sixth only to sec the
Hornets tie it again with a two
run outhurst in the bottom of
the sixth.

In the top of the scveath,
Steve Suwmner’s clutch single
scored Daryl Branam to tie it
at 5-all and sent the game into,
cxtra innings. .

It was then, in the lop of the
eight with twe away that Reg-
ister singled Petty home for
the winping run. )

Dan bDarden, whoe relieved
starting  Pitcher Dan  Chad-
wick in the sixth then struck
out the side in the hottom of
the frame to preserve the win.

Darden picked up the win
for the Blazers, his filth in
seven decisions, Rick Bowers,
who twned the hill over to
Marty Lefiles in the sixth was
credited with the win, his fifth
in as many starts,

“It whs gnod for us that we
got scared,” said Thomas af-
terr his Blazers won their tith
straight game. “That should
make us play harder.” »

The DBlazers wravel fo Co-
lumbus Tuesday for another
SAC twin-hill. Their game
with Shorter scheduled to he
played today was canceled due

(Continued on Page 104)

Without Waples
Blazers Win

...5c¢ page 3-A

~Blazers

(Continwed from Page 9A)

to the Shorter Adminstration
requesting the Hawks play no
more Sunday games.

Blazers’ Box

VSC Souvthern Tech
ab r h bi ab r h bi
Darden di 3330 ? 4140
Roguemr ¢ 2111 40190
Bowen cf 3111 4120
Felis I 5146 % 2100
is! 1210 K 3010
2010 ( 4011
Branam ¢ 20171 K 1900
Leriles p 11 10 Garrett 20 3000
Altord 2b 2127 Murray 4000
Musashe 20 1270 Griftin 2h-8s 201 0
Bishop 3b © 5222 Mrsfldr p 0000
Grenhig 1b 2121 i
Dennis 1 1111 i
Reeves ss 4220
Powers p 0000 . j
Sumner pr 0000
TOTALS 34 18 23 14 TOTALS 313101
VsC 320 613 3—18-233
ST 301 002 1--3-10-4
E - Rezister, Aliord, Reeves. Mc-|
Viariel. Merstelder. Newman 2. DP —!
Newman (o Gnifin. LOB -~ VSC 8
ST 11. 26 — Darden. Windom. B —)
Darden, Alford, Musaske. Sumner, § —
Heeves. SE —  opcuemore,  Bowen,
Branam. '
ip b orer bh so
Bowers (W, 50) 5 & 2 0 2 3]
Lekiles 2 4 1 1 0 O
Merste'der (LY 31370 9 8 5 1
Gillum 32312 ¢ 8 3 1!
HBP — McDanicl by lLeiiles, BALK.
- Bowers, Merstelder. WP — Gillum
c2
b b sk
YaC eauiern “tech
ab r h i abr h hi
Darden 402) Windom 3 4010
Powen of 3010 Newman ¢ 2110
Hahn If 1000 Gewilrey dh 3222
Peuy ¥ TTY0e MeDanitthh 3110
Fedts Hoof 2300 Kavermn ¢f 3121
Registr vf 59021 Grillum =5 2000
Franam ¢ 5200 VFenson if 40212
Aliord 2h 40710 Kemp of 4000
Suamner 33022 Geifn 2 4010
Grenhis b 3106 Prince p 0000
Parsons ss 3111
Chaduck p 00600
TOTALS 34610 4 TUTALS 29511 5
VSC 001 11 11~ 6-10-1
£T 205 102 00--5-114
Foo— Petiy, Windom. Kemp, Gillum, |
Penson. EP — Register to Greenhulzh,
LOB - VRC 11 ST 7. 2B — Darden,
Parsoas. 3B - Beason. HR -~ Godirey,
LR Petty, Sumner. § — Darden,

Greenhajzh.,  Parsons, Newman, Me-
Danie!. Gillum,

ip h r er bb so
Chadwvick 5139 5 5 1 1
Dacden (W, §-2) 2732 6 0 3 3
Prince (10 8 10 6 3 § 3

WP - Prince,




By TIMES STAFF WRITER

© COLUMBUS, Ga.~The
Ibats of Columbus College were
, hooming Tuesday as the home-
lstanding Cougars blasted four

ihome runs to gain a split in:

a South Atlantic Conference
'baseball doublebeader with the
i Valdosta State College Blazers.
.- Bobby Howard and Verlan

Perry cacked round-trippers ia
.the first game fo power a 7-3

Columbus win and put the skids
‘on au eleven game VSC winning

big!

streak.

In the nightcap, Bill Chester
and Bill Bailey homered, but
the Blazers managed to hold on
for a 5-4 win.

“They're a good
feam,” Blazer head coach
Tommy Thomas said of
Columbus. “They hit us hard
when they were in Valdosta, but
we just outscored them.”

“I must say though, that I
don’t think all those home runs
would have been out of our
park. I know the one that Sam

hitting

(Bowen) hit for us would haye
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been just a fly ball at home
(Blazer field).

Bill Petty, now 8-1, had his
first really bad day of the year
in the first game when he lasted
only 1 one third innirgs before
yielding to ace VSC reliever
Marty LeFiles.

Dan Darden led off the first
game for Valdosta State with
the first of his six hits of the
afternoon. Bowen then slammed
his homer over the cenierfield
wall to put VSC out in {ront
2-0.

Columbus came on strong in

their half of the first on singles
by Steve Horne, Chester, Phil
Lienlief, and Howard, Bufch
Bell added a double and the
Congars were on top 4-2.

With  the hint of victory
almost upon them, the Cougars
poured it on by piling up two
more runs in the third and one
in the sixth on Perry’s homer.

VSC tried to start something
in the f{inal frame but singles
by Darrell Branam and Steve
Sumner combined with Jerome
Register's double resulted in

cnly a lone tally.

Valdosta State got In the first
lick in the second game also
as Register lined a single to
plate Darden who had again led
off with a hit.

Chester hit « solo shiot off the,
Blazer's steve MceDiffitt in the,

second inning to tie the game
and se the stage for two more
Cougar runs in the fourth.
Trailing 3-1, the VSC diamond
nine picked up a pair of runs
in the fifth when Darder came
home on a passed ball, and
Branam drove in Bowen with!
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a hit.

Jeff  Greenhalgh
double in the sixth, and Bowen
sinzled to send him scurrying
to the plate. Pete Reeves then

socked  a

siid home with the w
on Gene Felis® fiel

Bill Bailey homered in the
seventh to give the Blazer's a
scare, but Pelty came back to
the mound to put out he fire
for VSC.

Grring run

Thomas crediied  MeDiffit,
(now 40, with doing job
‘on tie always tough C .
| Vdmﬂ fa State s now 239
overal! and 12-2 in the South

Atlantic Conference.

Darden is scheduled to be on
the mourd ton x;nt when the
Blazers get back on ths road
against Gmr:a Southwesters
Coilege in Americus in a 7:30
.pm. contest.




By KEITH MOYER
Enquirer Correspondent

Cotumbus Collere split a
doublcheaser  with Valdesta
State Tuesday zficrnoen and
thus failed to pick up ary
cround on the South Atlaniie
Conference-leqding lazovs,

The Cougars won {he opener
7-7 ihen dropped the mgntmp
5-3.

The loss was only the soc-
oud scthack  in conference
plav for Valdosia State and
its 10-2 record lefi the Blaz-
ers three full games ghead of
the thnd pr’.:e Courars who
are now &6 in the SAC with
only six games leil to play.

Four runs scored by Co-
lumbus College in the f{irst
inning proved to be decisive
in the fivst game as Grog
Marschand scored his sevenih
win of the season scattering
11 hits aleng the way.

With one out in the Colum-
bus half -of the first. Sleve
Horne singled, Butch Rell fol-
lowed with a singie into rizht
and when the outfielder mix-
plaved {he bail, Horue scored
the first Cougar run.

Bill Chester foliowed with
another base hit, and Bobby
Howard singied into right to
score Chesier,

When the Valdosta short-
stop misplayed Yogi Brooss’
gronnder, Choster came 0
with the third run and then
Howard scored tie final run

»hen John Lindlief drove out
a base hit.

Vuldozia State had jumped
ot o an early 2-0 lead inits
half of the first when eenier-
ficlder Sam Bowden hit a
home rua with a runner on
board.

Colimbus College added
two more runs in the third
whan Howard led off the in-
ning with his fowth home
run of ihe season.

Yoai Brooks then walked
and Jeff Lindlief followed
with a single. Two cut later,
Verdn Perry singled to right-
field <c01mg Bronks with the
Cougars’ sixth run of tlhe
game.

In the sixth inning, Verlin
Perry hit a solo humer to

right ficld 1lo give the Cou-

wors their {inal run of the

Jatel
cnple

vVzldosia State jumped out
tn a 10 lead in the {irst in-
ning of the second game only
1o see Columbus Coliege tie
‘he game in the second en
Eill C ster’s home run to

S Codcge \’ e k 101' two
wmore 1uns as loward led off
with a walk.

Brooks and Bill Bailey fol-
lowed with singles to load the
bases and Steve Helms fol-
lowed with a two-run single
thx ough second base.

Valdosta Sate tied the
game up in the fith inning
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COUGARS JEVF LINDLIEF ON MOVE
Races Past State’s Darrell Branam
c1 singles by Den Darden SECOND GAME
and Bowen, foilowed Ly @ coniMets VALDOSTA
valk toleftfielderGene shr Bbi abrbbi
Fells Perry cf 2000 NPardendh 42490
5. Hoine ss 3010 Bowencl 4121
E Bell 3h 4000 Fets If 1001
VALDOSTA COLUMPUS irr dh 3111 Reg'ter ff 4011
abr hbi abrhbt Howard 1b 2100 Brohane 4011
t120 132 Brmsd 3110 Aliord 2b 4000
4122 €110 3121 Bishop 3b 4000
4000 4130 6000 Ghalth!d 3110
4020 £110
3130 0000 3012 Reeves < 2110
1010 PR ord 2 20006 Mchettp 0000
3011 SYET Jbrownpt 1000 payp 0600
3010 Juar Wachtp 0000
3380 2000 Witp 0009
0 3890 TOVALS 464 TOTALS 328104
000 ldus N
oo g .QG_ﬂlgg Vildusta 199 022 0510 o
woede Coelunibus 010 203 -4 6 ]
1-111 2 E — Bell £OB — Valdasta 8, Columbus §.
x—3112 1 2B — Feeves, Greenhalgh, HR — Chester,

-

. Pe;'ry
ER BA SO
4 0 1

3 12
33 3

JEROME REGISTER 1s shown playing
defense in the well-lighted(?)
Americus ball-park outfield.

Bailev. 88 — Register,

R ERBB
Mchofhitt (Wpy ... ¢ ¢ 3 5‘:
Petty, ... 0.6 1 @
Wrght (LP 5 41 ¢
Wit [

Hsp

right ¢ cc\cs) PB — Baiicy.




By STEVE ROBERTS
MACON—Mercer
pushed across two  uncarned;
runs in the sccond inning o’
take a one-run lead, and junior’
tighthander Rbbb Yopp made
the slim margin stund up as
the Bears nipped the Valdosta®
State College Blizers 2-1 in e
basehall game here  Friday
afternoon. |
Valdosta State had scored an|
uncarned run of its own in the:
opening frame, but he lead was’
short lived as Mercer banged
out three clutch hits after two
ouls in the second.

The Blazers, who had been
on a torrid hitting streak for
the last 10 games, were hand-
cuffed by the crafly Yopp and
manged just three singles for
the day.

Meanwhile, the Bears rapped
out seven safetics off VSU's
Danny Chadwick, who pitched:
well enough o win hut came!
away with his second loss in’
five decisions.

Valdosta State managed ifs
Ione run afier two were out in
the first inning. Gene Ielts
singied to left, stole second and
went to third on a passed ball.
Jerome Register walked and
Felts scored when shortstop Joe.
Pettini- misplayed Darrell
Branam’s grounder. ‘

A Blazer error by shortstop’
Pete Rceeves opened the door’
for Mercer's two runs in the
second. Barry Allen reached on
the boot to start the inningz but

[

Blazer Boxes
YSC MERCER b bi
abr hh

Darden dh 400013 Willms 3b 3010
Rowen of 3000 J. Willms ef
Felts i 413104011
Regzstr rt 3000 Fussell W 4902
Brapm ¢ 2000 Swartz |h L4010
Alierd 2h 3000 Ha dh 4000
Bishop 3h 3010 Mennis e anoo
Gaphizh th 301 0 Allea 1f é000
Reeves 85 3000 Pettini s 4100
Chadwek p 000 0 Cliiton 2h 3lze
TOTALS 22130 Yonp p onoo
ab r h bi TOTALS 33272
VSC 100 000 002 -1.3.2
Mercer 020 052 0Ox- 2,741
F--Greenhalzh. Reeves, Pcttini. DP—
Clifton to Pettini tn Swartz. LOB—VSC
2: Mercer 8 2B-Swartz, Clilton. SB—

Felts, Reazister.

ip h r er bb s0
Chacwick (L. 3.2) 8 7 2 0 1 4
Yopn (W) 9 31 0 3 5,

PB~—Dennis, i

was {orced at second by Petlini. : threaten
University ! Bob Williams popped oul, bul | overall

uns

saw it
29-190,

again  and
record fuall to

Tim Clifton stammed a double; Mercer improved its worksheet
that chased Pettini fo third, Joc ! (o 14-15 with the win and gained

Willtams followed with @ runia
scoring single as  did
Fussell and Yopp had all the|C

support he needed. LY

Donni¢| hetween e

split in the two-game series
twao  schools,
hadwick  and  VSC  blanked
app and the Bears 3-0 in an

Valdosta State could never jearlicr game in Valdosta.

The Blazers were to return

(fo action at 1 p.m. loday, en.

itertaining the West  Georgia
ICollere Braves in a South
Atlantic  Conference  double-

‘header at Blazer Field in Val-
!dosta. :

S OF g

By 7YIMER STAFP

AMERICUS, Ga.—Valdosta
State College piled up four runs

WRITER

in the first inning here Wed-
nesday and held off a late
Georgia Southwestern rally to
take a 107 bascball viclory
from the homctown Hurricanes.
Dan  Darden lasted  the

duration on the mound for VSC,
striking out six, and giving up
only {five hits. Darden is now
6-2 on the season. :
In the first irning, the visiting
Blazers loaded the bases when
Sam Bowen walked, Gene Felts
‘was hit by a piteh, and Jerome

Register reached first on 2
fielder’s choice.

Don  Sprewell,  Hurricanes™
pitcher, then walked Darrell
Branam to.score Bowen. Joff
‘Greenhalgh and Pete Reeves:
followed with huack lo back

isinzles to plate Felts, Register,
cand Branam,

| Branum, the Blazer's durable
jcatcher. crossed the plate again
?in the third  frame  alter
‘singlinz, stealing second, ad-
fvancing to third on an out, and
.coming home on a miscue by
!Sprewell.

In the following inning, VSC
chalked up four more runs on
a walk to Petly, cafetics by
Felts and Register, a triple hy
Bowen, and a wild pitch. by
Aubrey- Cartcledge, GSWC
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ireliever,
i Southwestern
‘going in their half of the fourth

! aol something
cwhen  Tormer VSC  outfielder
'Eddie  Cowart singled, Joey!
tSellers  reached hase on an;
‘error by first  baseman|
iGreenhalgh, and David Bales
‘singled. Cowart scored on the
i hit and sellers plated on anotber
'VSC error by third baseman
’ Steve Sumner.

| Southwestern kept chipping;
laway at the Blazer lead byt
adding single runs in the sixth,
,seventh, and three in the finall
linning. , |

| Valdosta State marked up an’
linsurance run in the ninth when'
' Bill Parsoss, was hit by a pitch.:
rswiped second, woent to third on'
crror, and came home on a
Hielder's choice. ;

i

! No Blazer punched out more

Hhan one hil, bul Cowart and,
Bales did all the damage for

tthe Hurrvicanes. Cowart serat-!
iched out three singles, and’
'Bales lined a double and a
single.

"Valdosta State now carrics a

29-9 record. The Blazers are
slated for action again Friday
against the Mercer Universily
Bears in Macon.

South  Atluntic  Conference
rival West Georgin is scheduled
to invade Blazer Field (this
weekend for four games,

Blazer Box

Vac¢ BEWC
abrhin abrh
etty, dh 2100 Covart, ¢f 8§23 2
to'mere, dhl Y 0 Furnes, I 4100
Bowen. ¢f 4211 Sellers, 1y 4100
Felts, U 2211 Lales, dh 46772
Hahn, If 1018 Chaisin, it 500¢
les'ster, rf 3210 Bailey, 2 400 ¢
Siarting, rf 20 60 Jenkins, yf 3006
Branam, ¢ 22} IMcPhrsn, ss 4104
Sumnper, 3b 3000 Sor'well. p 0000
Bishop, 3 200 ¢ Car'ige, p 00400
G Hizhy 1h 3C1 2
Dennis, 1b- 2000
Reeves, ss 2011
Parsons, s 1000
Atford. ss 0060
Nuszehe, 2D 5011
Dorden, p 0060
MeDitiy 0100
TOTALS 235109 7 TOTALS 3575 4

VSC 401 968 601 10.9.4
GRWC GG 207 103~ 7.544
K- Sumner. Greenh: N Musache,
Daftey, Strong. Spreowy ¢ DI* Musashe

cunn ted1 s LOBSARC 8 GRWC 70 21

Balex: 3B ~Bowens; 8B . Alferd 3. Petty,

i B or er bh e

Darden (W, 6-2) s 7T 2 5 &

Sprewelt (L) 304 9 6 5 2

s Cartlane & 3 7 0 4 4
HBP Fells By Lrenel, Reeves,

Parsons by Cartlaze hy Sprewell
WP - Cartlage, Darden.
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The Run That Didw’t Count

It was just a lot of wasted effort for
both West Georgia’s Steve Traylor and
Valdosta State’s Darrell Branam in a
college baseball game here Saturday.
Traylor slides safelyv home with West
Georgia’s second run in the third inn-

‘ing of the {irst game of a scheduled

doublehcader, a run that gave the
visiting Braves a 2-1 lcad. The Blazers

—Times Staff Phole

rallied and took a 4-2 lead in the
fourth, and had the bases loaded when
the rains came . .. and came ... and
came. The game had not reached the
haliway point and was canceled as
was the second contest. The two teams
will trv again foday al 2 p.m. at Bla-
zer Iield on VSC's North Campus.
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-study

"Little 'D'" was always

McDIFFITT during the West Georgia rain-out.

SUMNER (left) picks him up for work

at the field.

DARRELL BRANAM shows his enthusiasm as STEVE
eager to work?

MARTY BISHOP (left), consoles pitcher STEVE

. . N



By STEVE ROBERTS

The cluch hitting of Sam
Bowen and Darrell Branam
in the first game and steady

thrf@»hit pitching by Rick
the nighreap nmi
he \’ < State Collez

Blazers ln 4 3 and 21 victori m
over arch-rival West Georgia
Colleze Sunday afterncon at
Blazer Field.

The Blazers had to come
from belhind in both gimes
and by doing so improved
their overall record to 31-10
and their league-leading South
Atlzntic Conference worksheet
“to 142

The visiting Braves. who
had de forfod 30 wins der
plaving au inelizible plaver,
saw their records dr op to 4-35
and 3-13 respectively,

The apener, which  was
marred hy controversy
resulting i VSC  coach

Tormmy Thomas heing ejected
in the bottom of (he seventh
ez, was o a  nip-and-luck
affair,

West Georgia broke on {op
in the first ioning with a two-
out rally that pmduced two
runs. Ed Lewis singled off
Blazer starter Bill Petty and
moved to second on a walk
to Tim Dedmon. Barry Evans
followed with a single up the
middle, =scoring Lewis and
chasing Dedmon to third, The
Braves then faked a double
steal, and Dedmon raced
home when a flustered Petty
thiew to second base.

Valdosta State made it close
in the third when Tete Reeves
worked Brave starter Jeff

Lvmlctt for a walk and scered

when Bowen lined a double
Lo the map in left-center field,

Bowen got the Blizers even
in the sixth with a line grive
home run to straizht awav
left fo open the inmmz. After
one out  Jerome Iwmtm'
singled to right and x(mod
the go-ahead  run  when
Branam drilled a double to
left-center.

Bennett was injured on the
play when - Register ac-
cidentally ran over him after
crossing home plate. He was

taken to  South Georgia
Medical Center but  later
returned.  The injury was

diagrosed as a bruise to the
lower back area. )
Rick Camp replaced Ben-

West Georgia tied the game
again - in dhe  seventh
Dedmon walked, moved 1o
second on a single hy Rwhard
Wond and VRO
third baseman Steve Sumner
hooted Jim Johnson's around
ball with two oul. The Blazers
argued to no avail that the
ball was foul, and the tying
run counted,

seored swhen

Thomas got  his  early
shower in the Blazer half of

the seventh when plate um-
pire James Jennings called
the first pitch to lead off
hatter Reeves a sirike. The
Blazer head cnach questioned
the call, maintaining it was
Iow, hut Jenninzs who also
made the fair ball call in the

nett and ended the vally with  top half of the inning, ap-
two quick strike outs. parently }.ad had enough and
Blazer Boxes
WEST GEORGIA VSO West Ceotgia Y&C
anthhi abrhw EXIE I ahrh by
Payre .2 3000 Darden dh 4700 Paime 2b 3010 Darden 40 3100
Traxlor £ 3000 Fonen cf 41272 Traxtor 1§ 3014 Bowan cf 10090
lewis If 3110 Feits If 3019 Lewis ¢ 3300 Feks |t 2901
Dedmin of 1200 Rezister ff 3110 Dednwon of 3600 : 2511
Evans 1h JO023 Brapam ¢ 3022 Fuvans b 2000 ¢ 3000
\\001 dht 3010 Alford b 3000 Wood If 2000 30710
2060 Suminer Zh 2006 Re 3309 3000
3900 Gmblzn 1 3000 310 2110
3000 Reerves ss 2110 1000 2000
000¢ Peity p 0000 0000 0000
0090 0000
000 0000
341 Tatals 2474 ’!ut.“n 2313 0 Totals 21232
West Ga. 000 010 0—1.341
fes 200 000 1-3.40 VsC 40 23 x~2-3-1
3 001 002 J—4-7-1 E - Bishop, Newkirk. LOB — West
E — Summner. LOB — West Ga 3, Ga. 4 VSC 6. SB — Alord, § — Ed-
VSC 8. 2B -- Bowen, Branam. HR —wards,
Cowen. §B - Felts, Dedmon, Darden, ir h 1 er bh xa
ip b v er bh zoCamp ' 0 0 2 .2
Beonnett 5 135 335 2 ANewkick (1, 2% A2 2 0.3 2
Camp N 2D 1132 1 1. 3 JFhowers (W, 4.0 T30V 7 1 4
Petty (W, 913 T 4 3 7 2 TWP - Bivers,

1, o

unearned run, the Blazers

asked Thomas {o leave early.
When play tesumed. Reeves

singted loo right bot was
fll]‘}"ercl at Lﬁl’,‘(!"“ﬁ‘] on Duan
Davdens sltempted aarfive,
Bowen steack oit, but. Gone

Feits and Rewster »alied to
load the andd Branam
delivered azuin with a line
drive off the t‘nrd bdseman’s
giove which scored Darden
with the winning run.

Petty, who allowed just faur
hits and struck out seven, won
his ninth gume of the year
against only one loss, Camp
was tagged with his third loss
of the year in five official
decisions.

In
second
(zeorgia

b;i‘*“‘f

the
West
an

fifth of
game

had

inning
.mex
seored

I
e

took  advantage of ~ Drave
reliever Paul Newkpk's
u*d"v“ in seore the zame-

bunt awav,
load the :
who had relieved o
fcm . then wall

hases,

hh C'\‘h V'< 10T ki
acainst no d“:*’a"i
Vaidosta st
today, na\eh

he me

ame ul e 8
Thursday  when e Rums
come tn RBlager Field for a

315 p-m. gume.
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Concentrauon of this sort pays off B!azer coaches Wap!cs and Thomas study
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the situation carefully in Saturday’s no hit victory over Augusta College. The
win gave VSC the first annual SAC baseball crown.

Valdosta State virtually
clinched the SAC baseball
title Sunday taking a pair of
games from the Braves of
West Georgia 4-3, 2-1 at
Blazer Field. Both games

were nip and tuck throughout

with Sam Bowen and Darrell
Brannam turning in the
heroics in the first game and
Rick Bowers hurling 3-hit ball
in the sccond.

West Georgia scored the
initial runs of the first game
pushing across two with two
out in- the first inning off
Blazer starter Bill Petty. The

Blazers closed the gap to one
£y . .

in the third when Pete
Reeves, who had walked,
scored on - Bowen's lashing
double. Bowen delivered the

tying run threc innings tater
by lining his fourth homer of
the season. The Blazers got
the go ahead run moments
later when . Branam doubled
to score ferome Register who
had singled. A controversial
call of a fair ball allowed the
Braves to tie it in the seventh.
A bases loaded single in the
bottom half of the inning by
Branam, resulted in the
Blazer victory. Petty “who
walked two, while striking

out seven pitched up his
ninth win  of the season
against a lone defeat.

In game two, the Blazers
took advantage of the
wildness of West Georgia's
Paul Newkirk to push across
two fifth inning runs and
indoing so pick up their
thirty-first victory of the
year. With the bases loaded
Newkirk walked Gene Felts .
and Register to. allow the
winning runs. Rick Bowers
altowed no carned runs, while
walking two and fanning four
to set his scason mark at 6-0.
Bowers continues to lead the
nation in pitching (E.R.A.).



T TINES HIAPE WRIGR freliever, - started  off  for - ajwild pitch and cams home when
ALBANY-=Valdosta  S{afe hiange and gave up two Imejcatglu‘r Timathy  McConnell,
Colleze’s Blazers only ot m,“;\\'al_ks while striking out two and [ trying to cut bum down at third,
hits. bl they made them count [EIVInZ up one run on one hit. ;lh’z'o\'.! the hall into lcf(, ficld. ,
as they scored one run each; Dévden took over in the fourth] The defeat left the Rams with
in the seventh and ninth to raltyand . gave up mothing while a 9,'20, record.

past the Albany State Colleae ! [N five baﬂm‘s_.‘And Bowﬂnf Vse xsl svhedulgd o return
Rams 2-1 ir a “collc_qc b;ls(‘b;‘;”;:lllnwod another bit and oncjhome io host the Rams in their

. ko wi ; > ooame > oSeasor

game here Monday night, walk with six strike outs to last home g ne _of the scason
. . S . level his record to 141, PPhursday ab 3015 pm. at the
Sam Bowen, the third pitcher |

sowen s V8('s starting ! Blazer diamond on VSC's Noith

VOC used. picked up his et coerficlder and standout at!Campus.

win of the season afler “olhg

o e s = ihat position. ' k :

the last three frames 1o hoost oy Pl Telt pood,; ];;”ch! I;IU;(,’I' B()_\:
the Blazers of coach Tommy ¢a5a” aner his vietory e ;
Thomas to their 31st win in 41 - T e A

itespecially over there. ab r h b abrhb

starts,

. i Petiy dh 2000 Woodrd ¢f 4010
. i Albiny state had jumped offf Doy Stokes M 450
But 'Ihmpas, although mm'\?cd;‘m g 10 lead in lhf‘) hnllnun ol T‘.“i'f.)(:r ;3?3 Mo lp 40 ,3
with the vietory aidd the olloris e P y, | 4100 Wells 1b 4640
from his three pitchers, wag o W€ Seeond when Bl Suoble! ) 4100 Smble f 3106
e s e DUCHCES, Was & (g hgved to third when| 3060 NcConlh ¢ 1000
little  concerned  with his AR, L Y e | 2000 Garrtn 1050
Blazers’® current hittine <} El"el‘ iles picked up Jxm(uh} I Sumner 3b 207 7 Jacken 2 o060
S a2 SWND A Connell's bunt and thiew it Gemien 1 3906 ot D Zoow
that has held them 1o just 17> - 0BnCl asemAn’e Jff| Parsens ss 20060 Hill 3b 300¢
e s tover first baseman’s  Jeff ) Pt
hits in four games [ A Reeves ss 0000 TOTALS 27121
r EAMES. o, IGreerhalgh's head for an error, | koauemr ¢ 1000
I thought the three pitehers . and scored when Harris hil 1o Jiagan o looa
3 Fryer - AFite J
did an outstanding  jn,” | gpo stop. | Daréen n 0000 _
Thomas said of Marty iebiles,| In the seventh, the Blazers| 1OTALS 8231 o iy 112,51
. 'SE - N . P . N . TVSC t st —2.2
Dan Darden and Sam Bow Uil itied it up when right fielder| ase 010 059 69— 172
Each pitched three

{ i:mings,”ermne RCgiSICP doubled and| E-Teiles, MeConnet, Harris P -
which was our pre game plan.
“But the big story in

¢ 8 ~ . . Harris-Weils; LOB-—
tscored on Steve Sumner’s single. | gaishes o8

¢ The winnng run came in the ! MeCosnolt; §-XcConnell,

4, AST 5 B
Boweln, Feils,

pame was our lack of hitling. \yop of the ninth when Al s R ety
Their pitcher (Lucious Harris) | America left fielder Sene Fells | Darden e 0 0 0 s
keptius off stride throuthout the | reached on. a ficlder's choice, [ Boree oy 1P HED M
ball game. I can't explain it.| ggle second, look third on al wWp-harin 2, .
We're suppose to be belter!
hitters than that.”
Excuses that Harris was a
little slower than most of the
pitchers th Blazers bhad scen '
didn’t holdup for Thomuas, DARRELL BRANAM's .326 average
“A good hitter can hil any Wwas the best for a catcher
pitcher.” Thomas answered. *'] . Y
don’t look for excuses. 1 can't since head coach TOMM
explain what's wrong. Bul with THOMAS hit .343 in 1962,

17 hils in four zames, our hit-
ting is nof overpowering. We've
won hree  of  those  game
thoush, so we consider our-
selves real fortunate,

“But I'm veally puzzled, L

con’t know what we can't hit . Of the 24 runs that BILL PETTY

at sometimes when we hit at surrendered this year, 13
other times so authoritatively,” came in the first inning,
toke 2 vee fm, .

LeFiles, VSCs constant

LS S
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By MIKE CHASON

There were two  heroes
Blazer Field Thursday wheret
the Valdosta State  Cellege!
Blazers squeezed out a 4-3 extra
inning \Jclmy over the All mnv‘
State College Rams.

One was a 637 monster of
a man  from  Albhany  Slate
named  Gregory W ells, The !
other wus a 58" lad for VG
called Vince Musashe. !

Wells slammed four hits for
ASC  includinz a pair of
tremendous  home ' onos.
Musashe, usually & mainstay on
the VSC bench, ot his chance
to start Thursday and came:
through with three hits in four,
trips.

The two men picked up hit
after hit until the tenth ining.:
With the game tied 22. Wells
crashed a 390" solo shot over.
the left field fence. V5C left-
fielder Gene Felts never turned,
around to look at it. e had
no doubt where the ball was.
going.

In the bottom of that fmmc
with two men on and two outs, |
Musashe, the litlle j‘U} from 1
Chicago, Mlinois, lined ; ‘:mr'M
to centerfield to drive nmno the |
winning run, and the Blazers:
had  their  season \x'(pl'kshectE
raised to 33-10.

“I had the feeling 1 was goinz,
to hit it when I ¢ nt up there”

Musashe  said.  “Before  the
game, 1 mld Pele (1 cey cs) that
I felt dunzerous tod: v i

And dangerous  he  was.
Besides his hot bat, Musashe,
assisted in three VSC double’
plays at second base and played:
errorless defense. |

The Rams wasted no time in
takinz advantoce of VSC hurler
Dan Chadwick's  first ~inning
jitters  when LeRoy Stokes

‘teached  hase -on g lielder's:

choice. He crossed the plate on
Wells® first hil of the day, a
double  which  trned intn g
triple when rightfielder Jerome
teaister et the halt zet by him,

The Blazers” durabie eatcher,
Daveell Branam  led . off Hm
bottfom  of the secand inuing
with a walk. Dan Alford came
in as a pinch rusner  for
Branam and promplly swiped
second.

LIS

[of Chadwick in the sish frame
atliafter the Rams scralched out

back to back singles. Darden
Hinished the contest, picking up
his seventh win in nine stacts.
In the Blazer half of the tenth,
Register walked and went to
thivd on  Branam's  sacrifice
bunt, Shortsiop Pete  Reeves
then slapped o single to lelt
to plate Hegister and tie the
sCore. Ih.ns when the Vince

‘Musasie show really started.

VSC head  evach  Tommy

“Thomas was pleased with the

win. bul «till worried about the
Blazer oficnse.

Sdust like I osaid the ofher
diy.” Thomas moaned, “1 just
(don’t know what's wrong with
our hilting.

“Ior ‘u.melv our pitching has
been zood enou"h to keep us
in the game ]dtelv ”

Valdosta State has now played
five consecutive games decided
by one run. VSC has emerged
victorious in four,

Blazers’ Box

ASC YOG

ab r h hi ah rh hi

Woedrd ¢f 30 10 Dardn dh-p 407 0"
Stekes ¢ 511 0 Nowen of 51y
Shevtn 2 5000 Fetis 1 5009
Wrlle Th 524 2 Reastr of 4110
Viarns 3bp 401 0 Brapam ¢ 1100

Sireble ¢30 4071 0Grmhish 1y A1 ng”
{heuter pf 400D Reeves ss 2o
Wiee Jt 26008gmucy 3h 2000
dackstn H 101 0 Rishop 3 1000
“Harvis 302 0Mucshe 20 40372
MeQonnll pe 00 0 0\ iord 00090
TETALS 36 3 11 3TOTALS 3347 4
\ 161 160 009 1~ 3.17.1

Vs 610 010 003 2- &,
E- Wells, Sumner, DP-Sherion- H»nns-
Wells, Masashe to Reeves to Greenhn'gh
Reeves o Musashe  to - Greenhy
i Musashe |1 Reeves LOB-~ASC 1o, VE
33 2B—Wells. HR~Wells 2, Bowen, SR
Alord 2, Pamcn $-Branam, Aty sche.
ip h r er bb so

McConne® ? 5 3 3 3 2
L. Narris (L) 232 1 1 0 o
Chadwick I A S S S
Darden (W, 7.23 S5 4 1 1 2 4

HUP - Woodard by Chadwick., S’ e
Branam by  MeConne by  Darden
Greenhagh by L. Harris,

Musashe then knocked in his
first run of the gamec with a
solid sinzle to center.

In the .Nam fourth, Wells
cracked a line shot over the
left ficld fence to put ASC up

Blazer sluzger Sam  Bowen
knotted the score at two all in
the fifth inning with a home
vun. and it stayed that way until
Wells® hiz blow in the terth,

Dan Darden came on in relie{
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. Got Him; VSC's Pete Reeves Tags Out A Sliding Ram At Sccond Base
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Is it any wonder that RICK BOWERS

took s0 much time between pPltches)
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,‘ Blazers Beat Aﬁgusta,
‘Clinch First SAC Baseball Crown

Blazer catcher Darrell Branam shows his knowledge of
the bunting exercise in a recent game here. Branam has

proved to be one of the Blazer's most consistant

-players this year. o . _— 3
‘_p y R Y,- i *’ﬁn B S S R PR
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Valdosta State clinched the
initial South Atlantic
Conference baseball crown by
sweeping - the Jaquars of
Augusta College 6-0, and 1-0
in  Augusta Saturday. The
wins . left the Blazers with
their best regular season
record ever .with an overall

mark - at 35-10° and - their

conference worksheet at
16-2. ’

The Blazers turned to the

-talented arm of freshman

right-hander Steve McDiffitt,
who .allowed only two  hits
while fanning foury and the

" booming bat of centerfielder

Sam Bowen ‘who ‘slammed a
double and his sixth homer of
the year for their first game
victory. A pair of bases
loaded walks got Valdosta off
to an early 2-0 lead where the
score stayed until the fifth.
Bowen led off the inning with
his round-tripper, a 330 foot
shot to left. After Gene Felts
had reached on an error and
Register had been hit, reliable
Daryl Brannam lined a single
scoring Felts. A wild pitch
and Pete Reeves single
brought home the final two

-markers of the ball game.

An unearned run proved to
be the difference in the
nightcap as Bob Brown, the
Jaquer hurler held the Blazers
hittless. It was the first time.
in a while that Valdosta had-
been held without a hit -and:
added to the worries of
Coach Tommy Thomas

- whose charges have failed in

the hitting department as of-
late. -

“If we don’t step out of
our hitting slump, we won't
last in the tournament,”
Thomas said. )

Bill Petty. was masterful in
the second game allowing
four hits, striking out- five
while running his record to
10:1. His only problem came’
in the second inning when he
faced a bases loaded situation
with two out. However Bill
Parson’s: came up with a.
fielding .gem to end the inning
and save the shutout. L

District 25 play opens.
today at Shorter College in

Rome,Georgia. The Biazers

will face :either Georgia
Southern Piedmont, or Berry.
The tournament is double
eiimination. Columbus  and
Shorter are the other teams
participating.

Besides having the lowest ERA (0.90) on the BLAZER staff,

RICK BOWERS also has the most relation.
of RICK lived in Carrollton; Marietta;
Macon; Augusta; Lakeland, Fla,; St.

Springfield, Ill.
seem to reside in Valdosta.

Girl cousin's ;
Columbus; aAmericus;
Louis, Mo.; and,

Most of RICK's girl cousins, however,
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Ry TIMES STAFF WRITER

AUGUSTA, Ga. - The
Valdesta State College Blazers
relied on two freshman pit-
chers 1o take a pair of wing
from the Augusta College
Jaguars . here \atm(hv and
clinch the first South Atlantic
Conference baseball = crown
ever.

Steve MeDiffitt, now 5.0, -
shutout the Jaguars 6-0 in the
first game, and lefthander Bill
Pelty cked out a 1-0 win in
the nightcap despite a no-
hitter by the Jaguars’ Bob
Brown. v

The back-to-back triumphs
set the Blazers’ season 1ecord
at 3510, the best in the
history of Valdosta State. The
VSC diamond crew ended jis
SAC campaign with a league-
leading 16-2 mark.

Althou"h the victories ended

-another in a long line of

outstanding regular  seasons
for the Blazers, head coach
Tommy Thomas was anything
but happy.

“If we don't step out of our
hitting slump. we won't last
in any tournament,” Thomas
said:

“1 was pleased with the
pitching today. and also with
the way Sam Bowen hit the
ball. But he was the only
one.”

Bowen reached hase on an
centerfielder for VSC,
slammed out a double and a
home run in the first game.

Designated hitter Dan
Darden led off that first game

-with a single as he has done

several times for the Blazers

——
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scoring  hopes.

The nightcap was a pit-
chers’ duel all the way with
Petty scatterirg four hits and
raising his scason worksheet
to 10-1.

Petty's only fcnse moment
came in the scceond frame
when he loaded the bases with
two out. A great play hy
shortstop Bill Parsons saved
his shutout.

Parsons alsn scored the
only run in the game in the
sixth inning when he walked,

went to second on Darden's
sacrifice, and  c¢rossed  the
plate on Rundy Thompson's
throwing crror.

Valdosta State has  been
invited to the District 25 NAIA
tournament scheduled to start
at Rome, Ga. on Wednesday.

However the Blazers may
he  invited 1o the: NCAA
Division 11 bhaseball fourney. -
Assistant coach Dave Waples
said VSC should receive a
decision on the NCAA bid
Monday.

Blazer Box Scores

FIRST GAME .
Vs8¢ AC

abrhb abrhbj
Parden dh 41 1 (lones dh 200
Bowen of 4227 Russell 2 300
Felts i 411 (Tiiman ¢ 200
Regstr rf 210 (Ford rf 3oc¢
Starinz rf 100{Crawvird 1bh 30
Bramam ¢ 31 2 !Smith if 100
Grahizh b 20 01 Lewis of 30}
Nennis 'th 1 00 (.Jeninzs 3 300
Recves 88 30 1 1Thompson ss 1 0 O
Aljord 2b 300C( Fitzgrid p 000
Summner 3b 301 ( Belcher p 000
McDiftite p 300 (
Totals 30 4 8 « Totals 2302
vsC 200 043 0~6-8-
AC : 000 000 6~0-2-

2. LOB — VSC 6. AC 5. 2B -~ Bowen.

DP — Thompsen 1o ‘Russell to Crawtord

E — Reeves, Tillman, Thompson 3
HR ~ Bcwen.

ip h r er bbsn

MceDiffitt (W, 5.0y 72 6 3
Fitzgerald (L, 0-5) 4 .37 6 3 2
Betcher 223) 6 o0 ©

HBP  — Repister by Fitzzerald. Balk
— McDiffit. WP - Mc¢Diffitt,  Belcher,

Fitzgerald, PB. — Tilman , .

DL S

[LANYN

SECOND GAME

ye¢ AC

abrhhi ahr h bl

Marden dh 200 ( Russell 2 401 0
Bawen cf 3000 Lowis of 0000
Felis If 3000 Ttman dh 3018
Registr #f 1000 Ford v 3o e
Branam ¢ 1 0 @€ Crawiord ¢ 3000
Grnalgh -1 3 ¢ 00 Smith. If 3000
Bishop 3b- 2000 Altaway b 3070
Musashe 25 2000 Thomosn &6 2000
Parsons ss 1100 Redit 3b 2000
Petty p 0000 Brovn p o000
Tolals 181 0 0 Totals 26040
V§C 000 001 0-1-0-1
AC €00 000 0—0D-4:2
E -~ BEichop.. Thamvson 2, NP -

Crawford to  Russell,  Crawford te
Thempeon. LOR . VEC 2, AC 7. SB
~ Registed 2. & — Darden.
ip h r er hb wn
Petty. (W, 10.1) 7 4 0 0 2°¢
Brown (L. 3.4 7.6 1 0 5 5
WP — Brown

BILL PETTY led both the

BLAZERS and the South
Atlantlic Conference in
shut-outs, with 3,

this season.

Bowen® reached hase on an
error and Gene Felts cracked
a safety to load the bases.
Augusta  hurler Tom Fit-
zgerald walked Darrell

Branam and Jeff Greenhalgh
{0 force Darden and Bowen
to the plate.

VSC racked up four more
markers in the fifth frame
when Bowen led off the inning
with 330" shot over the left
field fence,

Felts reached base on an
error, and Redzister was
plunked by a pitch to put two
men on. with no outs. .

Branam then scratched out
the first of his two hits on
the day to send Felts flying
to the plate. Augusta catcher
Mike Tillman was waiting for
thee 6'2" leftfielder with the
ball, but the collision jarred
the horschide from his glove.

Greenhalgh struck out on a
wild  pitch  which  scored
Register and dependable Pete
Reeves lined a single to score
Branam. :

Augusta threatened in the
top of the seventh, but Bowen
rifled a runner out at the
plate  to _end any Jaguar

Py



YSC Seedcd First

In Distric

Ty TIMER STAFF WRITER

Valdoasta State College's

Bluzers arve headed {Oor Rome
and what is hilled as an
evenfual showdown  with  the
team they started out against
25th istrict  in National
Athltics play.

Cozch Tommy Thomas said
his Blazers have been invited
{n the District 23 playoffs to
- defend their title as the number
one sogded team at the Shorier
College diamond Wednesday.

Shorter’s Hawks, now. 32.7
overall and the Georgia In-
tercotiezinte Athtetic Cone

ference Chumpions, are seeded
second with Columbuz College’s
Cougars, 23-21, seeded third. "

The fourth team in the four-
team double-elimination  tour.
narment is still to be decided
and is a tossup between Berry
Colleze, Piedmont and Georgia
Southwestern College. Tt could
be decided as late as Monday,
officials said.

The Blazers, who placed third
in the NAIA  national tour-
nament in Pheanix, Ariz. last
season, are scheduled to open
play Wednesday at 1 pm.
azainst the fourth seeded team.

Shorter and Columbus are to
square off at 4 p.m. :

The two losers bhattle for
existance Thursdav at 11 am.;
according to the schedule, while

4

to decide who represents the:

 capturing
"Atlantic Conference cham-

t Play

the winners play at 2 p.m. with
a third game at 5 p.m.

Friday's schedule has the first
chumpionship’ zame at 1 pm.
with the second, if needed, at
p.m.

The Blazers posted a 33-10
record so far this season and
the first.  South

pionship, They are scheduled 1o
wind up the season Saturday

with a doubleheader -against
SAC foe Augusta College in
SAugusta. ) ‘
© YSC  opened . it's  season

:fa;;uinst the Hawks, taking 9-4
|and 7-4 victories in the twin-bill,

The Valdosta Daily Times, Tues., May 14, 1974
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By JULIAN MILLER
Bypassing the NAIA,  which
has led to such success in the
past, the Valdosta State College
Blazers have accepled a bid to

participate  in the  NCAA
Regional Tournament to begin
nexst Friday

Tommy Thomas anhounced
Monday night he has withdrawn
s Bluzers from. the National
Association . of - Intercollegiate
Athletics District 25 tournament

Lakeland, Fla., was selecled
as the site for the second year
because the tournament actually
showedshowed a profit from
gate receipts last season.

“There are a lot of schools
in this division,” ‘Thomas of-
fered,” and the fact that three
Florida- schools were selected

just goes as a credit to the
tvpe baseball they play down
there. And being the only out-of-
state team selected makes it
even more prestigious for us,

lo begin Wednesday in -Rome
after learning of the National
Collegiale  Athletic  Association
offer Mondsy affernoon,

The Blazers, at 33-10 in their
best  season ever, are  the
defending  District 25 champs
and went all the way to third
nlac in the NAIA nationa)
tournament last season,

But Thomas not only views
the NCAA as a step above the
younder, less prestegious NAIA,
but it puts his Blazers one step

“Some of the bhoys were
disappointed. They know what
the NAIA tournamenl is and
want Lo give it another try, But
I think after this one, win or
fose, - they'll realize they've
made a great step forward.

“I icel more eyes will be upon
us in this tournament than on
the way up to the NAIA national
tournament and since we’ll be
playing in Florida there will be
more pre  scouts there than
we've ever seen belore.”

Thomas said he has already

closer 1o the national tour
rament, all in their first year
ever campaigning in the NCAA.

CIt's net o oonly  more

orestegious,” Thomas said of

the NCAA bid,” we feel like
we didn’t have a choice. " We
hiad lo accept the
trankiy it's something I've been
tooking forward to. :

“‘What it means is we're one
of four teams out of a possible
00 schools.  from  Virginia
through  Florida, the largest

region in NCAA Division 11, to

teen impressed by | the
professionalism and finesse the
NCAA puts Into handling its
{otirnament. ‘

“P've already been questioned
Ly the selection commiltee on
player eligibility and we're
sepposed o send in literature
to the same effect this week.”

Whereas the District 25
fournament - would have
qualified VSC for the NAIA
Area V tournament, a stepping
stone to the National tour-

nament, the NCAA tournament

bid  and’

lazers Accept First

he selecléd. And T dont feel
¢ are shunning the NAIA in
anyway. They're first class tno.
But in this case {he NCAA can't
he outdone.”

Th: Blazers, the onlv non.
Floride team participating, are
seheduied to take on Rollins
College’s Tars - from Winter
Park -~ Fla. (28-18) at nson
Friday to start. the double-
olimination tournament. Host
Florida Seuthern (23-13) meets
Iickard  College (27-10) at 3
p.m.

W Florida automatically earns
4 berth in the NCAA national
n Springfield, Ill. the following
week. : :

He sees no hard feeling
coming from the NAIA on
dropping out of the tournament
they had already accepted. -
“It was met with mixed
emotions, I'm sure,” Thomas
explained. “Some of the players,
especially from Shorter wanted
tv play us again. But they
understood that if we got this.
bid wr'd have to take it.”
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In Area Toorney
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Ry TIMES STAFF WRITER

I's oul of the proverhial
frying pan and into the fire
for Valdosta State College's
Blazers this weekend.

But Coach Tommy Thomas'
highly successful but unrated
South  Atlantic  Conference
champions still hope for the
best when they tackle three
of the top six rated teams
i1 the Country in the National
Collegiate Athletic
"Association’s *South  Atlantic
Area baschall tournament.

The Blazers, who turned
down a bid to the National

Association of Intercolleziate
Athletics District 25 tour-
nament; where their out-
standing  35-10° record had
them  seeded first, are
scheduled 1o meet Rolling
Coliege’s Tars 10 open the
tournament in Lakeland, Fla.,
at noon Friday.

At 3:30 p.m. the defending
champion Florida  Southern
Macs, the host team, and
seeded second in the National
NCAA standings, meet the
sixth " rated - Echard College
Tritons from St. Pelersburg,
Fla.

The Mocs have to. be con-
sidered a hands down favorite
with four championships and
a second place in the tour-
pament 1n the last five years.
In 1973 they went on 1o ihe
National NCAA Division 1I
tournament- o be edged oui
by Ithica, N.Y. 41 in the
finals,

. But the Blazers, although in

WIS o 4o 3§

STEVE McDIFFITY
First Start

their first year of the more
prestigious NCAA com-
petition, have had a taste of
national tournaments through
the NAL), in which. they
finished taird nationally last
year. And they want to go
bac.

The VSC nine winds up a

tough-  week of  grueling
practices today to prepare for
their trip to Lakeland

Thursday. But a look at the
competition shows they have
a tough row to hoe.

Southern comes into the
tournament with a  23-13
records, led by the hitting of
shotstop Mark Hopper and
centerfielder Chuck Smith and
pitching of Don Fisher.

B

... Hopper has to be one of and 203 ERA.

e

o

BILL PETTY
May Slart Next

the most consistent hitlers in
collegiate baseball with 56 hits
in 159 times at bat for a .352
average. Fifty-three of his 56
hits were singles. He also had
19 RBI's, seven stolen bases
and was struck out only twice
this season with a .964 fielding
average.

Smith isn’t far behind
.350, with one home run,
RBI's 22 and 53 hits on 151
trips.

Fisher, a southpaw, brings
4 34 record with a 1.49 ERA
into the tournament while
Southern’s next two pitchers,
both also Iefthanders, Rick
Tomlin and Mark Daly come
inte the meet with 6-2 record
and 2.40 ERA and 4-3 record

at

L i e

Blazer pltcher BILL PETTY kept
hearing the umpires yell this,
everytime he would _bat.

208t

Rollins College is the feam
the  Blazers meet first and
their - stats don't’ look  any
more encouracing to the VSC
team. Leading the 28-18 Turs
from Winter Ik wre Joha
Castino in . balting  and
Lorenze in pilching. ]

Lorenz  has been in 144
games with a 95 record and !
4 149 LRA. The number two
stavter is Jerry Gaffney, 5.3,
with a 270 FRA. Castino, who

plays either vight or lcft field.
is moving alonz at a 330 clip
amd 8 prone o hit the long

ball. He has so fur this season
hit six doubles, eight triples
-and’ nine  homers  with 45

LBT's. Needless to say, he has
started all 46 games for the
Tars,

Behind him are Woody Keys

and Frank Smith with .337
and 327 records respectively.

The sixth ranked Tritons
are led hy the batting of Billy .
Evers. and Mike Dennis and
the pitching of Sian Saleski
aad Chaibs Gordon.

Evers led the Tritons {o
tlieir 27-10 record with a .374
batting avreage while Dennis
{inished the regular season
with a .368 average.

Saleski, 7-2 overall, had a
14 ERA. With 33 walks and
68 strike outs. Gordan was 10-
3 with a 3.23 IXRA while a
thivd pitcher, Joe. Sipriano,
was 4-2 with a 3.96 average.

The Blazers are fo go with
stalwart freshman Steve
MeDiffitt, 7-2 on the season
with 'a 2.20 ERA in the first .
game with another freshman,
10-1 -Bill Petty, who carries
a 1.99 ERA tentalively slated
to start the sccond game in
the double elimination affair.

Three games are scheduled

Saturday = with  the. cham-
plonship  game  beginning
Sunday at 1:30 pm. in
Marchant  Stadium  with 2
second  game  immediately
following  if ~ necessary  to

delermine. the winner, . 2.
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by THF ASPOCIATEDN PRESS

Going into the {irst National
Colleziate Athletic Association
post season tournament ever
for a Valdosta State College
feam, Tommy Thomas has a
feeling of confidence his feam
can  win. the four feam
basehall  tournament  begin-
ning Thursday in Lakecland,
Fla.

He alsn knnws they could
end up hack in Valdosta after
only two games.

The reason for the hizhly
successful VSC coach's
fluctuating sentiments is the
fluctuating play of his team.

Although the Blazers posted
a 3510 record, the bhest ever
for the Valdosta school. they
have shown quite a bit of
difference between their. hest
worst.. But they
have managed to win at both.

At their best, Thomas feels
the Blazers could win the
tournament. in a breeze, even
though they are gning up
avainst the second, fifth and

sixth-ranked  teams in the
NCAA Division 11
But at their worst, Thomas

knows it will be a short trip
to Lakeland and he's keeping
his finzers crossed for the
other aiternaitve.

“T fcel confident we can
win.” Thomas said of the
tournament against defending
champion Florida Qnuthorn
Rolling - College and Eckard
College.

“But there’s no guaraniee
we will win, at that level.”

Thomas® feelings his {eam
can take the touwrnament,
although theyve never fd((‘d
this competition before, stems
from the sporatic success
they've had against even
higher rated major college
teams. :

The Blazers hombed
Georgia Southern for 6-3 and
§-4 victories when the Eagles
were rated  fourth in- the
nation, and  blasted tough
Florida State University 15-1
on the Seminoles own home
field.

. -“But in the last 10 games

B

-

we haven't been able to hit

Molley Poit,””  Thomas
counfered. “Our hitting has
been at a low level. In fact,

it has been
i oucht to be to win. But
somechow we've managed to
doit, -

“To- "be honest, our com-
pelition during this late slump
has not been the best
vear. But we can't play like
this azainst the compelition
we're going to find in Florida
and hope tc win.”

Florida Southern is rated
sceond in the NCAA college
Division, which is supposed to
be more prestigious than the

NAIA (National Association
Of Intercollegiate Athletics)
leazue we've been plaving in:
Roltins was fifth and Eckard
sixth so there are three teams
in the top six we have to play.
“We were rated 21st in the
NAIA.

“But we've bheaten major
colleges ranked as high and
I know we can do i, But if
we hit like we have been T
don't think we'll survive the
first two games.

“I think we're vood. but
we're not- consistently  good,

We can really jump on the -

top  notch pitchers.  We've
shown we can. We play ex-
traordinarily ~ oood or ex-
traordinarily bad.

“We'll just have to wait and -

find out which face we're
going to show in Lakeland.”
The Winner of the area
tournament earns a berth in
the  NGAA  nationals  in

Springlield, 1ll. next week. . -
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Blazers At A Glance

VALDOSTA STATE FINAL STATISTICS

Regular Season Won

G AB R H
Dan Darden 33 8 17 30
Sam Bowen 431 131 26 44
Jerome Register 44 124 46 44
Pete Reeves 32 7% 1324
Darrell Branam 42 109 22 33
Gene Fells 45 159 35 47
Steve Sumner 3183 11 24
Marty Bishop 28 8 9 22
Dan Alford 37 107 15 20
Jeff Greenhalgh 34 92 14 17
Bill Parsons 23 44 12 .7
Others 179 31 45
VSC Tolals 45 1279 251 357
Opponents Totals 45 1263 139 282
C 1P HR
Rick Bowers 8 431 34 9
Bill Petty 12 631 - 48 19
Dan Darden 12 692 45 32
Steve McDiffitt 7 602 48 32
Danny Chadwick - 8 53 45 19
Marty LeFiles 13 331 31 18
Others 12 382 45 29
VSC Totals 45 346 282 139
Opponents Totals ..3585 251

GREENHALGH

45 325
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DARDEN

REEVES

s3-Last 10

Bl AVG, 2B 3B HR SB

5399 4 6 0 6
2% W6 7 3 1 9
% 328 10 3 6 18
4 320 2 0 0 3
28 303 6 0 3 2
27 29 10 3 0 13
4 289 3 1 0 3
12255 4 1 0 2
187 1 2 1 12
¥ 1 1 11
4 15 1 0 0 3
29021 5 0 2 8

203 279 5% 1 14 80
08 222 33 4 12 3
ER BB-K WL ERA
4 2425 G0 0.74
14 20-26 10-1 1.99
174056 72 2.20
174056 72 23
15 2420 32 255
15 1514 12 405
18 2328 33 419
94 160-186 3510 245
182 203185 1035 5.4

BRANAM

McDIFFITT

MUSASHE PARSONS
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Thomas, ‘MeDiffitt H@pmg
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By TIMFS STAVF WRITER

LAKELAND, Fla.—Valdosta
State College Blazer basehall
enach Tommy Thomas and

starting pitcher Steve MeDiffitt
each hape for the same things
when the Blazers take  on
Rolling College’s Tars Friday—
hits.

MceDiffitt, a freshman
‘righthander from New Mar-
tinsville, W. Va., has been

tabbed for the noon game to

kick off the South Atlantic Area
National

Collegiate  Athletics

- came over Georgia

Association baseball playoffs.

At 3 pm. host Flarida
Southern Mocs are to meet the
Yckerd College Tritans in the
seccond opener at  Lakeland's
Mavchant Stadium,

Both Thomas and -McDiffitt
have confidence in the young
freshman’s -pitching, but the
team balting has been known
to fluctuate.

The hitting has gone 1o two
extremes, from the 15-hit, 15-
run performance the Blazers

Southern,

Mocassins of Florida Southern

turned out- {o defeat ‘Florida
State” University to a 10-game
hitting slump that closed the
regular scason at 35-10 with that
many narrow margin wins.
Both look to the Florida State
game because it not - only
showed the Blazers have the

© ahility to hit any pitcher at any

time
Seminoles
that night),
at ils best,
At their best, Thomas believes

(the - homestanding
used- five pilchers
but it shows VSC

- in o Springfield, 1L At

. ' e e
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the Blazers can take the area s
playoff and win the berth in -
the National NCAA tournament -

worst, he knows it will be a
quick trip to Lakeland.

“T just
hits,”
it's’ like Florida State.

1f we .

their-f

3

hope we get Snmelv
agreed McDiffitt, “I hope

1

can hit like that we'll he all

rizht.”

The voung starler picked up ~
one of his three big wins over |

the Seminoles that mght Others

¢ rated fourth in the nation in

< major

universities division of
NCAA, 63, and Lewis College,

: 6-5. He carries a 5-0 record. -

CThomas  admitied,

“I don’t know que how we

~ managed to win those last 10

games in that hitting slump,”
“But to be

= honest, our competition during
* that time wasn’t our hest of

the season.’
It's just the opposite situation
in" Lakeland, - however. The

Ly g e e M

are the defending champions for
four of the past five 3041» and
finished second in the National
NCAA Division 11 tournamﬂnt
last year. They are rated
second again  this  scason.
Rollins College is ranked fifth
and Eckerd sixth,

This is VSC's first vear of
NCAA competition  and * their
first NCAA tournament. - Last
season they won the National
Association  of

Intercollegiate.
Athletics District 25 and Area V

tournaments en route to their &
third place national finish in the 4
National NATA tournament. i
The Blazers were scheduled
to arrive here today and begin &
preparing for their tournament
npener. &
© Three games are scheduled
Saturday in the double
climination  tournament with
cither ane or two games Sunday .
to determine the championship. K
In case of a rainout the 4
championship games are to be 1
held Monday.
E

“hd

)
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By Jack Slayton
Tampa Tribune Sports Writer

You don't break up a winning combination!!

Officials of the National Collegiate Athletic Association's South
Atlantic Division II region apparently decided to go with the old ad-
age for this year's South Atlantic Regional tourney here at Joker Mar-
chant Stadium.

Three of the 4-team field are returning for the second straight
year---host and defending tourney champion Florida Southern College,
Rollins College of Winter Park and Eckerd College of St. Petersburg.

The fourth team---Valdosta State---brings an impressive 35-10 rec-
. ord with them---a vast improvement over last year's fourth team--the
'~f*,‘,:,, e - 15-6 University of Baltimore.

Last year's regional here was the first to finish in the black. The combined Marchant Stadium-
Tigertown complex is an ideal spot for tourney play. While one game is in progress at Marchant Sta-
dium, the two teams for the next game can be taking batting and fielding drills on the diamonds at
nearby Tigertown. The stadium is the spring home of the Detroit Tigers---a big league facility in
every way.

It's six straight regional tourney appearances for the host Florida Southern College Mocs---a
record for a South Atlantic regional school and only topped by a few teams in the entire nation. But
the Mocs' record in the regionals is untied---FSC has won four of their previous five tourneys in-
cluding the last three and back-to-back national titles in '71 and '72. No team has ever repeated as
national champion except the Mocs.

FSC coach Hal Smeltzly will have quite a few newcomers this year including the team's top hitter,
shortstop Mark Hopper (.3532). Another newcomer, Frank Cacciatore, emerged as the power hitter of the
team with seven doubles, three homers and a .306 average.

Returnee Chuck Smith hit an impressive .350 and continued his fine play in center field along with
Dave Lampley at first base (.314); catcher Mike Coombs (.311); outfielder Jim Nicholson (.297), sec-.
ond baseman Dick Brink (.288), designated hitter Mickey Dearstone (.269) and Hal Tyus (.357) and
Steve Nichols (.306) sharing third base.

The Mocs' pitching staff is heavy on the southpaw 51de. Top lefthanders include Don Fisher (5-4
and 1.49 ERA), Rick Tomlin (6-2 and 2.,40), Mark Daly (4-3 and 2.09) and Mike Gerlosky (3-0 and 2.00).
Righthanders include Larry Walker. (2-1 and 3.76), John Chapman (2-2 and 2.90) and Jim Gerken (1-1 and
1.96).

FSC's opening opponent is Eckerd College Tritons. .The two met twice in the regular season and FSC
won both, 4-2 and 8-6. But Eckerd beat Rollins, 1-0 and 10-6, while losing 15~4. And Rollins swept
four from FSC, 6-4, 2-1, 4-3 and 1-0, pointing up the torrid competition within the state, Both Rol-
lins and FSC split with Division I tourney bound Miami while Valdosta took two from Georgia Southern,
also headed for the Division I tourney.

Bill Livesey has brought the Tritons from the baseball ‘doldrums to a small college power. Two
freshmen led the way this season--Chuck Gordon (10-3) and Stan Saleski (7-2). Joe Cipriano is back
from last year with a 4-2 mark and aided by Phil Johnson (3-2). Reliefers Tony Gallo, Jerry Cioffi
and Al Marshall all finished with 1-0 records.

Sporting a .317 team average the Tritons set a school record with 27 wins against only ten losses.
Leading the attack was sophomore Bill Evers at .379--setting a school mark with 37 runs driven home.
Wayne Politelli at third base hit .376 followed by second baseman Mark Dennis (.368), Andy Westervelt
(.330), Bob Gillis (.324) and all-South Atlantic outfielder Rob Outwater at .305 and tops on defense,

Bill Livesey will have 25 of the 26-man roster back in '75.

Coach Boyd Coffie brings his Rollins Tars into the tourney with a 28-18 record, including many
games against Division I foes. Like the Mocs the Tars have a bevy of newcomers. Top pitchers are
Blake Lorenz (9-5 and 1.49) and Gerry Gaffney (5-3 and 2.70). Holdover hurlers include Scott Treth-
away (4-1 and 3.12) and reliefer Bill Miller (4-4 and 4.26).

Coffie landed a brilliant freshman in John Castino of Kenilworth, I11. The outfielder had a .350
average and his two great catches led to back-to-back wins over FSC last month. Newcomer Woody Keys
hit .337 while holdovers Jack Goetz (.321), Dan Kirkwood (.286), Frank Smith (.327), Larry Hart (.247)
all aided the Tars. Dave Merullo slipped from last season's fine average but still played well in
the infield.

A year ago the Tars bowed twice to FSC in the tourney while beating Eckerd two times.

The Blazers of Valdosta under coach Tommy Thomas finished third in the NAIA World Series last sea-
son and had a 43-14 wark before joining Division II of the NCAA this season.

The Blazers' tcam average was .279. Dan Darden, who divided this mound duties with that. of desig-
nated hitter, topped the team at .349. Outfielder Jerome Register led the regulars with a .336 mark
and at ore time in the season was B-for-8. Other top hitters included outfielder Sam Bowen (.328),
second baseman Pete Reeves (.320), catcher Darrell Branam (.303), infielder Gene Felts (.296), in-
fielder Steve Sumner (.289) and third baseman Marty Bishop (.275).

The pitching records are cnough to shake the Blazers' foes. Freshman Bill Petty hurled in over 63
innings with & 10-1 mark and 1.99 ERA while Darden was 7-2 and 2.20. Two hurlers have yet to lose:
Rick Bowers (6-0 and 0.74) and Steve MeDiffitt (5-0. and 2. 50). Reliefer Marty LeFiles was in 13
games with a 1-2 mark and 4.05.

The four teams in the field are truly fndicative of the class of baseball in the region. Not only
do they all have impressive records against Division II foes, they have more than held their own
against Division I tcams, including two bound for Division I regional affairs.

Whoever wins here and advances to next week's nationals at Springfield, Ill., should more than
hold its own.

All indicaticns point to a great tourney.
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Photo By Paul Johnson

THREE EOACHES AND TOURNEY DIRECTOR BUD MATHENY GET TOGETHER
. . coaches are (L to R) Hal Smeltzly, Matheny, Bill Livesey, Tommy Thomas.

In his calm, self-controlled manner, COACH WAPLES attempts
to motlivate the Blazers onto greater helghts.,
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Rollins Starts Tourney

2
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By PATRICK ZIER
Ledger Sperts Editor
Rollins College will try and
shake the effects of a late-
season slump which saw the
Tars drop their last six
games when it opens the
South Atlantic regional
baseball tournament here
Friday at noon.
The Tars, 28-18 and ranked
seventh nationally among
small college teams, meet

unranked Valdosta State at
Marchant Stadium. Valdosta

finished its season 35-10.

Rollins will throw Blake
Lorenz, 9-5 for the year,
against Valdosta’s unbeaten
Steve McDiffitt, 50. Valdosta
will be the home team and
bat last.

“It's awful hard to teil
what kind of effect that will

have on us,” Rollins Coach
Boyd Coffie said. 'l would
say it won't affect us much,
but we haven't played any
outside competition since the
season ended so I really don’t
know.”

Valdosta State is a relative
unknown going into the tour-
nament, since none of the
other three teams have
played it this year.

‘*We know Valdosta's
tough,” Coffie said. But at
the same time, he didn’t think
Florida Southern, generally
considered to be a co-favorite
with Rollins in the tourney,
got the easier draw.

*1 really don’t think there’s
an easy team to beat in it this
year,” Coffie said. “'Eckerd
beat us and they can be

tough.

Continued From 1B
three innings, you generally
know."

Like Florida Southern,
Valdosta State is a veteran
tournament team, but until

VALDOSTA STATE (35-10)
Valdosta 9, Shorter 4
Valdosta 7, Shorter 4
vandy 8, Vaidosta d
Vandy 8, Valdosta s
Vaidosts 4, Morris Harvey 3
Valdosta 10, Morris Karvey 0
Morris Harvey 7, Valdosta2
Vaidosta 3, Bowling Green2
Georgla 3, Vaidosta 1
Valdosta 7, Ashland 2
Ohio U.7, Valdosta 0
Vaidosta §, Ohio U. 3
Vaidosta 1, Mercer (Atl.} 0
Vaidosta 7, Mercer (A1) 1
Valdosia 8, Georgia SW 1
FSU 6, Vaidosta
Veidosta 4, Erskine 1
Valdosta d, Mercer 0
Valdosta 5, South, Techd
Valdosta 8, South, Tech 0
Vaidosta 6, Armstrong 5t. 1
Armstrong St. 6, Vaidosta §
Valdosta b, Lewis 5
Lewis 7, Valdosta b
Vatdosta 1, Columbus &
Vaidosts 6, Columbus 3
Vaidosta &, Ga. Southernd
Valdosts 5, Ga. Southern 4
Vaildosta 3, Augusta 0
Vaidosta 4, Augusta 0
Valdosta 8, Armstrong St. 0
Vaidosta 12, Armstrong St. &
Vaidosta 15, FSU Y
Valdosta 18, South. Tech3
Vaidosta 6, South. Tech s
Cotumbus 7, Vaidostal
Vaboosia 5, Cotumbus 4
Veidosta 10, Georgia SW7?
Maercer 2, Valdosta
Valdoste 4, W. Georgial
Vaicosta 2, W. Georgial
Vaigosta 2, Albany St 1
Vaidosta 4, Aibany S6.3
Vai00sta 6, Auqusta 0
Valdosts 1, Augusta 0

this year, it has competed in
the NAIA meet.

Last year, it was third in
the national finals, and the
school turned down a bid in
NAIA competition this year

ROLLINS (28-18)
Rotlins 6, FSC 4
Rollins2, FSC1
Roliing 6, Richmond 5
Roltins 7, Miami 1
Miami4, Roilins3
Connecticut 8, Rollins 3
Roilins 9, Tempile7
HNo. Carolina 10, Rollins 8
Roltins 8, Columbia 2
Na. Carolina 3, Rollins 2
Roilins 15, Columbia 6,
Roitins 10, Columbia 4
Dovig Lipscomb 4, Rollins 2
Follins 4, David Lipscomb 2
Rolling 12, Tennessec 8
Tennessee S, Rollins 2
Cincinnati 2, Rolfins ¥
Rotiins 8, Cincinnati 7
Roliins 3, Army 0
Rollins 18, Air Forced
LiU6, Rollins §
Rot'ins 5, Army 0
-Roliins 4, Air Force
Roltins8, L1IU O
Roltins 5, Tampa 4
#otling 11, 5. Leo 3
Roflins 17, St. Leo 2
Hollins 5, 5t. Leo !
Rothins 16 South Florida 2
Jacksonvitie 7, Rotlins §
Miami g, Roilins b
Roltins 6, South Fiorida 1
Rotiins 4, 5'5%3 \
Rollins 1, FSCO
FTU 3, Rollins 2
Rollins 15, Eckerd 4
Stetson 9, Rellins &
Rolliny 5, Jacksonviltie 3
Roliins 10, FTU 2
Yampa 1), Rellins 4
Eckerd 1, Roilins 0
Eckert 10, Rolins &
Stetson 10, Roliins §
Florida 3, Rollins ¢
Filorida 6, Roliins 3

to compete in the NCAA
regional here.

Valdosta State is led by
power hitting centerfielder
Sam Bowen, who Thomas
said “is sought by many pro
clubs.’” Bowen hit .328 with
six home runs and 18 stolen
bases during the regular
season.

Two-time NATA All-
American Gene Felts, who
Thomas said “*had an off year
this season,” 1s another
strong hitter. He hit .246 and
had 13 stolen bases.

Rightfielder Jerome
Register, .336; and desig-
nated hitter Dan Darden, also
a pitcher, wield other top
bats. Darden hit 349,

For Rollins, leftfielder John
Casting hit .350 with nine
homers and 45 runs batted in.
Shortstop Frank Smith hit
327, second baseman Russ
Ricciardelh .325; and catcher
Jack Goetz .321 for the Tars.

. Coffie characterized
Valdosta State as 'a big in-
ning club. We don’t go for
the big inning. We play lor
the runs when we can get
them,"" he added. :

nst Valdeosta State

“I'll tell you this. Whoever
loses those first games better
have some kind of deep staff
if he expects to win it.

“With four games in two
days (Saturday and Sunday),
you'll need at least four star-

STARTING LINEUPS

ROLLINS: Jim Liakos,
1b; Larry Hart, rf; Bill
Walczak, dh; John
Castino, 1f; Jack Goetz,
¢; Dave Merullo, 3b;
Frank Smith, ss; Russ
Ricciardelli, 2b; Dan
Kirkwood, cf. Pitcher —
Blake Lorenz.

VALDOSTA STATE:
Dan Darden, dh; Sam
Bowen, cf; Gene Felts, If;
Jerome Register, rf;
Darrell Branam, c; Pete
Reeves, ss; Dan Alfrod,
2b; Jeff Greenhalgh, 1b;
Steve Sumner, 3b. Pitcher
— Steve McDiffitt.

ters if you lose Friday,” Cof-
fie said.

Valdosta State's Tommy
Thomas said he ““would have
liked to know something
about the teams we're
playing,” but the coach added
he didn’t think it gave anyone
a big advantage.

“It’s just mainly for mental
relief,”” he said. ““You know
who can run, what kind of
catcher you're up against, lit-
tle things like that.

“We'll just have to wait a
while to find out. After about

See ROLLINS, 38
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“We're probably like mostﬂ
clubs,” Thomas said. *‘We..
hope for the big inning, but’
that’s dictated a ot by who
you're playing.”

While most of the teams on
Valdosta State’s schedule are
unfamiliar to Florida college
baseball fans, Thomas called
it “*a tough enough schedule.

“I'd say it's pretty com-
parable to maest of the others,
although Florida Southern
probably played a tougher
one than we did,”” Thomas
said.

“But some of these teams
are pretty good. Everybody
knows about Georgia
Southern (which Valdosta
State beat twice) and Florida
State (with whom Valdosta
State was 1-1), but our kids
felt Ohio U. and Lewis
College were as good as
anybody,”" Thomas said.

As to how good Valdosia
State is, well, a lot more will ,
be known about that late
Friday afternoon.

'VSC Faces Rollins

In High Noon Game

By TIMES STAVT WiiTkR s scheduled - al 13w po.
LAKELAND, Fla—The higiSunday with a second gsame
freshman Steve McDiffitt wa dimmediately following  if
o face some of the tonghestinecessary to determine the
ycompetition of his caveer hereichampion.
today as he led Valdosta State! Bill Petty, another freshman
Colleze’s Blazers into their firstiznd the backbone of the VSO
National ~ Collegiate  Athletic; bullpen is scieduled to piteh the
Associslion post season baseball:second gaine for VSC, acearding
fournament, o head coach Tommy Thamus,

MeDiffitt,  of  New  Mar-i Petly carvies a 101 record
Jginsville. W. Va.| was to take into the fray,

;a 72 pilching vecord inte the'’ A
‘wame  at noon todav azainst

Rolling Collece of Winter Park .
in the fivst came of the South

Atlantic  (Avea IIy Division
plavoils. .

At 3 pan the host Flarida .
Southern  Moceosing  were 1o :
take on the  Fchard Colleze
Trituns from St Pefershurs in
‘the nizht cap of {he cpeaing i
round.

VSC takes a 35-10 record, the
best in its history. into the
‘match against. the 23-18 Tars.
They are the only team in the
tournament which hasn’t heen
here before. :

Florida Southern has not only!
dominated the tournament for
the past five vears, winning the:
championship  and  ifs  sub-;
sequent  berth in  the NCAA!
national towrnament  four ofE
those vears but finished second!
in. the National NCAA Cnilege:
Division standings last season.:
Losers in the double
elimination tournament are to
Square off Saturday at 1:30 pam,
while the two winners battle it
out at 5:30 p.m. in Lakeland's
Marchant Stadiwm.

Winners from the first two
Saturday games are {o meel at
8:30 p.m. Saturday to hallle for
the losers bracket berth in the
championship came. That pame

i
1

e e




By PATRICK ZIER
Ledger Sports Editor
Defending champion
Florida Southern, seeking a
fourth straight trip to the
NCAA college division
national finals, meets Eckerd
College here Friday at 3 p.m.
in an opening round game of
the South Atlantic regionals.
The Mocs, 23-13 for the

_ season and ranked second

nationally among college

-division teams, will throw

Don Fisher against the
Tritons,

Opening on the mound for
Eckerd will be Stan Saleski.
Eckerd finished the season
27-10 and was ranked sixth
nationally. The Tritons will
be the ““home” team for this
game at Marchant Stadium,
meaning they will bat last.

Eckerd and Florida
Southern met twice in
regular season play, with the
Mocs winning both times, 4-2
and 8-6.

But Florida Southern
Coach Hal Smeltzly said his
team would not be looking
past the Tritons. “‘Anybody
who was involved in those
two games knows they were
both tough,” Smeltzly said.
“Our kids won't be looking
ahead.”

Smeltzly said he decided to
80 with Fisher, 54 during the
regular season, rather than

FISHER

Rick Tomlin because *‘I
think with the kind of hitters
they are, Fisher will do bet-
ter.

**And with the kind of hit-
ters Rollins and Valdosta
State have, I think Tomlin
can do better against them.
Both Rottins and Valdosta
State hit the long ball and
Tomlin handles those kind of
guys well,™ Smeltzly said.

Tomlin, 6-2, started both
games against Eckerd and
won one of them,

Eckerd Coach Bill Livesey
said his team was ‘‘anxious’’
to get started.

He also said he didn’t mind
meeting Florida Southern in
the first game. *We ought to
find if we're capabie of win-
ning this thing early,”
Livesey said.

Livesey dismissed the two
earlier losses to the Mocs.

*‘I don’t believe that will
have any affect on us in the
tournament,’’ he said.
“Florida Southern’s a good
team, and if we had felt we’d
played well and lost to them,
maybe it would affect us.

“But we didn't play well
against them,” Livesey ad-
ded. “'1 think it’s a real
challenge (meeting the Mocs
in the tourney).

“I think we can beat them
if we play as well as we can

play.

SR @,,r“wv;w&“)ﬁ%

TYUS  NICHOLSON

Saleski is one of two strong - <

freshmen hurlers on the
young Triton team. The other
is Chuck Gordon. With 25 of
the 26-man squad returning
next year, Eckerd figures to
be strong for quite a while.

Top hitters for the Tritons
are first baseman Bill Evers,
who batted .379 and had a
school record 37 runs batted
in; third baseman Wayne
L

STARTING LINEUPS
FLORIDA
SOUTHERN: Mark Hop-
per, ss; Chuck Smith, cf;
Dave Lampley, 1b; Jim
Nicholson, rf; Frank Cac-
ciatore, If; Mickey Dear-
stone, dh; Mike Coombs,
¢; Hal Tyus, 3b; Dick
Brink, 2b. Pitcher — Don
Fisher. :
ECKERD: Mark Den-
nis, 2b; Andy Westervelt,
rf; Wayne Politelli, 3b;
Bill Evers, 1b; Rob Out-
water, cf; Tim Coen, dh;
Bob Gillis, If; Jim
DiNobile, ¢; Jack Misen-
ti, ss. Pitcher — Stan
Saleski.
L ]

\

Politelli, .376; and second
baseman Mark Dennis, .368.
Third baseman Hal Tyus,
.357; shortstop Mark Hopper,
.352; right fielder Jim
See SOUTHERN, 3B

HOPPER LAMPLEY



Southern

Continued From 1B
Nicholson, .297 and 32 runs
batted in; and first baseman
Dave Lampley, .314 and 35
runs batted in, paced Florida
Southern

Both coaches stressed the
importance of winning the
first game in the double
elimination tournament.

But Smeltzly added “‘we
are better equipped this vear
than last time if we should
get in the losers’ bracket.
Last year we had Jay Smith
and Steve Baumiller and that

was about it. .

“This year. we've got five
or six guys who can start for
us. We're much deeper,” the
Moc coach said.

In addition to Fisher and
Tomlin, that includes Mark
Daly, John Chapman, Larry
Walker and Jim Gerken.
Smeltzly also said Mike
Gerlosky has been effective
in relief.

“The first game is very
important,”” Livesey said.
*The route to the top is a lot
shorter if you win than if you

lose. You have to claw and
scratch if you get beat.”

By Friduy night, one of
them — Eckerd or Florida
Southern — will be preparing
to do just that.

ECKERD (27-10)
Florida Y, Eckerd?
Baimont ¢, Eckerdd -
Eckerd 10, LaSalle 2
Eckerd 7, Penn State?
Eckerd S, No. tilipois 1
Eckerd s, St. Leod
No. tilinols 7, Eckerd §
Eckerd 11, Campbell 1
Eckerd 5, Campbell 1
Geo. Washirgton 8, Eckerd ?
Eckerd 4, Wheaton2
Eckerd 22, Wheaton 2
Catholic U. 7, Eckerd $
Eckerd §, Cathotic U,V
Eckerd 15, So. 1}inois §

Eckerd 4, So. tilinois 1
Sc. Hlinois 5, Eckerd 4
Eckerd 22, Lowel 5t.0
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Name Eckerd 2, South Florida 0
H 38 HR R RSB S8 BA St. Leos, Eckerd '
Cardozo 10 6 o0 7 7 1 .25 South Fiorida 6, Eckerd 5
Crutiacchlo 1 0 0 1 1 0 .25 Rollins 15, Eckerd 4
Coen 1533 10 0 0 24 1 e 286 Eckerd 7, FTU 2
Dennis ) MR 22 0B 15 12 368 Eckerd 11, Tampa?
DiNobile . 631 3 0 0 10 1715 1 254 Eckerd Y, Rollins 0
Evers 124 47 4 6 12 3 ¥ 1 309 Eckerd 10, Rollins 6
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By JACK SLAYTON

: Tribune Sports Writer

i LAKELAND — Florida
Southern College will be hard
“pressed to win its fourth
straight Aulantic Coast Divi-
sion II bascbail crown here
today when the four-team,

double-elimination tourney
opens at noon at Joker ‘\Iar
('hant Stadium.

In the first game the Rollins
Tars of Winter Park will face

tough Vaidosta State Blazers. .

The host Mocs will play the

Sl

Petersburg in a 3 pm.
contest. Aflernocn  games
were necessary today becavse
of prior stadxum commlt-
ments. /

LOSERS TODAY will play
tomorrow at 1:30 p.m. At 5:30

pm. the winne's will be
paired. Winner of the 1:30
p-m. game angd the loser of
the 5:30 affair wa! come back
at 8:30 p.m.

At 1:30 p.m Suaday will be
the first game of the finals. If

he shortly afierwards. Winnar
here advances to the Nez-
tionals of Division II begin-

-ning next Friday at Spriag-

field, ill. .

Coach Hal Smeltzly's Mocs
won three straight regionals
— a Division 1l 1ecerd — and

Lckerd College Tritons of St.

Mocs

@ Irom Page 1

Prior to that the smallar
schools had to compete with
major ones in post-season
Play. )

THE MOCS will send south-
paw Don Fisher against the
Tritons of coach Bill Livesey.
He will counter with one of
his two freshman hurling
stars, Chuck Gordon or Stan
Saleskx

Mike Coombs will catch for
the Mocs with the infield:
Dave Lampley, 1b; Dick
Brink, 2b; Mark Hopper, ss;
Hal Tyus, 3h. Outfielders will
be Chuck Smith, Frank Cac-
ciatore and Jim Nicholson.

Eckerd sports Al-South At-
lantic region outficlder Rob
Outwater along with catcher
Bill Evers, ouifielders Gillis
and Andy Westervelt and in-
fielders Mayne Politelli, Mark
Dennis and Jack Misenti.

P

THE MOCS finished with
23-13 and Eckerd set a school
mark at 27-10. During the reg-
ular season the Mocs beat
Eckerd twice, 42 and 8-6.

Rollins  played the most
games and finished with a
28-18 mark. Coach Boyd Coffie
will probably open with Blake
Lorenz on the mound. The
Tars have Jim Liakos at
first: Russ Ricciardelli, 2b;
Frank Smith, ss; Dave Merul-
lo, 3b. Jack Goetz catches and
also plays outfield. Tops is
freshman John Castine of
Kenilworth, 111, and directly
responsible for three of the

four wins over the Mocs dur-

ing the regular season.

Coach Tommy Thomas of
Valdosta State has an impres-
sive pitching staff. It could be
Bill Petty (10-1) Dan Darden
(7-2), Rick Bowers (6-0) or

Steve MeDiffitt (5-0) agamst

the Tars.

a second is necessary, it wiil

Darden, who serves as a’

designated hitter too, Jerome-

Register, Sam Bowen, Pete
Reeves, Darrell

Branam,-

Gene Fells and Steve Sumner.

furnished the Blazer power

that finished with a team bat- .
ting average of .279 along,

with 14 homers.

Last year Ro]]ins,'Eckerc'l

and FSC all compated in the
tourney. Valdosta was in the
NAIA and fimished third in the
nationals.
33-10 this season.

The Biazers were'

»
&

national
also a rec-
ord. In all ’he ‘m< have beea

won  back-to-back
titles in '7! and 72,

the mos: successful team
since he Coliege Division
held tournzys of its own.

Plcase See Page 3, Col. §




By STEVE ROBERTS

LAKELAND, Fla—Valdosta
State College. which ended the
regular scason in a critical
hitting slump, exploded: {or 16
hits and twa six-run innings
here Fridav to bury the hard-
hitting Rollins College Tars,
13-6, in the opening game of
the NCAA - South Atlantic
Region tournament.

The hooming bats of Jerome
Register, Darrell Branam,
Dan Darden, Jeff Greenhalgh,
and Dan Alford, brought home
10 of the Blazers’ 13 runs and
brought VSC out of the recent
skid at the plate.

And the big hitting day
could not have come at a
better time because the Tars
would not give up, rapping
out §2 hits of their own and

~ Alford’s - sacrifice, Green-
halgh's sacrifice fly and a
“walk to Felts.

But the alternoon
became lense again
MeDiffitt allowed four
straight hits, the bizg blow
being John Castino’s three-run
homer in the fourth.

The {enseness remained until
the big VSC seventh, which
destroyed any Rollins
comceback hopes.

Thomas was both pleased
and relicved {following the
exciting, wide-open  contest
and was full of superlatives
for the entire team.

“It's just great to win. The
first . game of a double
elimination  tournament s
very important and this puts
us in good shape,

“Obviously, 1 am pleased to
see us hit the ball the way

.we did. Nobody down here

s00n
when

culling an c.nl\ 70 VSC 1ead
to 7-6 in the fifth inning.

The victim of the Inllins
rally WHS freshman
rizhthander Steve MeDiffitt,
who couldn't stand prosperity
and gave up four runs in the
third.

He jumped back into trouble
in the fourth and head coach
Tommy Thomas called on ace
reliever Marty LeFiles to shut
down the rallving Tars.

LeFiles wsponded in the
fourth, getiing out of a bases-
loaded situation, but gave up
two unearned runs in the f{ifth
when left fielder Gene Felts
mis-played a-ground ball and
the Blazer's lead had been
reduced {o one run.

The Valdosta State bats,
which shelled Rollins’ starter
Blake Lorenz for eight hils
and seven runs in the first
two innings, were silenced by

krew what {0 expect from us

and 10 be honest neither did
L

“We have heen a Jekyll and
Hvde team  as far as our
hitting is concerned. T just
hope we didn't use it all up.”

Thomas was also beaming
about the relief job turned in
by LeFiles.

“What else can we say
about the guy? He just comes
in and does the joh. He was

super, just super.”
~ Thomas was very much
impressed  with the hitting

Rollins showed and said that
made LeFiles’ effort even
more fanlastic, .

“They were billed as the
best  hitting team in . the
tournament, he said. “And
they lived up to that <billing,
They hit it well, but for-

funately so did we. Now we've
got to see if we um keop

a g

Brad Benson
until the seventh.

But Benson ran out of
in the seventh frame, and the

Tar reliever

Cas

Blazers vouted him and two
other relievers for five hits
that produced six runs and
finally put the tourney opener
on ice.

Except for the fifth, LeFiles
was brilliant in relief, 1le
scattered - five hits, walked
onc, and fanned two to pick
up his second win of the year.

Lekiles®  supporting  cast
was equally  brilliant,
Register, Brannam and

Darden ripped three hits cach
and drove in'six runs among
them. Alford’s  bascs-loaded
double drove in runs eight and

nine to highlight the biz
seventh and Greenhalgh

knocked in a pair of runs with
{wo hits.
Except for Felts’ boot in the

it up.”
In “the {tnurpey's second
game Friday, Eckerd

College’s Tritans hanged out
14 hits to upset host Florida
Southern, 8-5.
Thomas gave the
southpaw Bill
start” todav's

Petty, 10-1 to
game against
Eckerd, which is to begin at
5:30  pm. .in \Iauhant
Stadium here.

A win today will put the
Blazers in the tourney finals,
beginning at 1:30 p.m. Sun-
dayv. A loss sends them into
a do-or-die battle at 8:30 p.m.
today against the winner of
the. Rollins-Florida Southern

game, which started at 1:30
p.m.
The tournament  winner

represents the South Atlantic
Region in the NCAA Finals
(Division 11) in Springficld 1L
next week.

.baseman

nod 1o

fifth, the Blazers were fough
defensively.

Centerficld  Sam Bowen
made a greal running caten
in the fourth, and third
: Seve  Sumner
prevented the tying run from
seoring with a super play in
the scventh. flagoing down a
sharply hit ground ball and
turning it into the third out.

The Blazers started out on
a positive note in the first’
inning when Darden scored on
Register's wind-blown double.

VSC increased the lead to
7-0 and chased Lorenz in the
second, and it looked like an
ecasy afternoon for McDiffitt
and the Blazers in this, their
first trip cver to an NCAA
event.

CGreenhalae, fereenhalze  to

Pete Reeves, Sumner,
Darden, Bowen, Register and
Branam all had hits in the

;inning wrapped around
lHu zers’ Box .
AR
ab rh orhi abr horhl

{aakos 1h 5120 Darden dh 5321

Hart of 5110 Bowen of 4110

Callinan «h 32 71 Felrs If 310

Castino If  $233 Reaister 1f 41 3.3

Goetz ¢ Sa720 Branam ¢ 4132

Merullo 3b 407 0 Reeves s 42149

Smith ss 4000 Aljord 2b 4212

Reardell 20 401 0 Sumner 3h 5121

Krkwond ¢f 300 0 Grohizh 1b 4122

lLoveny p 0000 McDiit p 000D

Benson p 000 0 lefilcs p 0000

Andrsn p 0000 -

Proptch p 00 0 0 Tolals 37 13 16 12

Tolalx 3841 1 l

Roilins €04 020 002 - 6.12.3

VSsC 160 000 80x- 13-16-3
E -~ Merulllo. Ricciardelh, Lorenz,.

Reeves ks Felts DP - Alferd 0

Rranam,

LOR - Roltins 8. VSO 8. 2B--Ricciartelli,
Catlinan. Rexere Alford. HR--Casiino,
SBR--Goetz, Greenhalch, Darden. SAC-
Reeves. Alford, SF.-(ireenhalgh.

i h r er bb so
lorenz (1-94) 1138 7 S V1
Renson 4235 3 2 1 @
Anderson 133 3 1 1V &
Pornpatich 1230 ¢ o0 2 1
Mebffitt 313 4 4 10
Lefiles cwg 200 5238 2 0 Y 2

HBP  Kirkwood-McDhittil, WP - Lekiles,

PB- Goetz,
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fiy TIMES STARF WRITER

LAKKLAND, [IFla.—=Valdosta
State pitcher Steve  Mehiffitt
had carned the nickname of
“ojant killer™ for his record
awainst  hichly ranked  teams
{his season.

But the “giant killer™ couldn’t )
slop the powerful batting attack & >
of the Rollins Collewe Tars here i
Friday, - and  Dlazer Coach :
Tommy Thomas sent out o an
$08 1o his bullpen in the fourth
inning.

’Ih(‘ emergeney  call owas
answered by ace rebever Marly

e sarb or iy e

Lefiles. who thrives on gelling 77?;

his “team  out  of stlcky P

situations.
LeFiles, who is completing his 3.

last vear of eligibility, inherited MARTY LcFILES

one nf those typical sticky h

situations Friday. Rollins had Gets Second Win

trimmed a seven-run VSC lead
to three and had runners on . ) .
se((md and third with one out. | Like the rest of his team-
The bullpen ace gave up . nates, Marty s confident the
infield hit to load the bd&(s <1‘la7m§ can win the tournament
then got Rollins' catcher "'ld go on the national finals
Goetz to oround into an lnhold inext \xeok in Springfield Hlinois,
ending double play. =1 think # we hit like we
(hd todav, we'll win it. 1T am

Shzkey Blazer defense gave. U glad ] got hance 10 b
the Tars two runs in the filth Hust glac o f‘ chance c
and  suddenlv  LeFiles  was & Part of foday's win. It makes
protecting & slim one-run lead. ,” a lot more satisflying to do

As he has done countless fwell in a towrnament. I'm glad
numbers of times in the past, ;l “(:Ptlllgzs(hdlli‘(klc‘hi\ arm feela
e - Valdosta native held the: N !
the Valdosta native held they, oo thinks he can pitch

oppone 2t hay unti s :
pponent ' ; ! hl, some more in the tourney if .

ac out - g { ot -
teammates could g0 to work needed,  and  Thomas won't

coffensively. o - ;
; His teammates, who had hﬁ.‘fﬁ‘gm :\qllundgg:n}x‘t?l‘v be a

voxplodod for six runs in the: .pgigate for velief Saturday,”
‘second inning, broke lose for Thomas said. “I1t depends on
g(:mTO;Sv;C the seventh to “msthg t‘“(‘il:;atmnd llloh did a gr]e?t
, o job today an ave complete
The 13-6 win not only got VSUltonfidence in him. He Slg‘lply
off on the right {oot in the four sets the job done.”
team NCAA  South Atlamici Enough said.
Region tournament, it also’
evened Leliles' record at 2.2
Relaxine in motel. room
fFridav - night,  Marty  talked
about the zame and his part,
it :
“Several things ran through:
imy mind while 1 was warming
mp but the only thing T was
Hhinking about when T come in
(WHS vetting us out of trouble.
i After that, T began con-

Steve Roberts, an award winning sports journalist, serves the dual
role of Valdosta State Sports Information Director and Sunday Editor
of the Valdosta Daily Times. The 1968

ccontrating on- keeping the ball
low and away. When they got
to within one vun, T knew any
mistake...any Dbad pitch...would
hurt us.

“1 was fortunate enough to
aet -them out, and we had the
hie ipning to make it casy at
the end.”

Lekiles wmrked  over five
linninos, - scaltered  five  hits,
rallowed  two unearned runs,
walked one, and struck out two.
A typical perlormance,

_graduate of the University of Georgia recently
won the Thomson Newspapers national award

tournament.

Roberts worked for four years in the sports
department of the Savannah Morning News
before assuming his positions with VSC and
The Times raspectively,

for a sports-related story about a local golf .
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Biazer Coaches Dave Waples and Tommy Thomas

Blazers Bats Explode

By Billy Tyler

Valdosta State behind an
awesome offense of 16
basehits, and the clutch relief
pitching of fireman Marty
LeFiles took the opener of
the South Atlantic NCAA
College Division Tournament
13-6 down in Lakeland, Fla
Friday afternoon. Blazer

st

doubts in their sputtering
offense were quickly ended as
they jumped on  Rollins
starter Blake Lorenz for seven
runs in the first two innings.
Pete Reeves, Steve Sumner,
Dan Darden, Sam Bowen,
Jerome Register and Darrei!
Branam all rapped out hits in
the second to set the score at
7-0 after Register’s double
had scored Dardeon in the
first. Blazer starter Steve
McDitfitt could not stand

prosperity however as the

Tars pulled to within three

74 on the strength of feft °

fielder John Castino’s 3-run
homer in the fourth. Thomas
-~ then pulled his young right

~ hander in favor of LeFiles
who worked out of a bases

loaded situation and went on
to scatter five hits while
allowfng but two unearned
runs in the fifth, With teh
score set at 7-6 and the
outcome of the game hanging
in doubt the Blazers exploded
for six seventh innings runs to
wrap it up. Jumping on Tar
reliever Brad Benson, the
Blazer bats banged out five
hits highlighted by Dan
Alford's bascs loaded double.
The victory sets Valdosta’s
record at 36-10 and puts
them ori step closer to their
first NCAA champtionship.
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Continued From 1B

. So the attempted sacrifice scored Jim DiNoble and put
Misenti on first and Bob Gillis on third. Both eventually
soored, and when the inning was over, Eckerd had a 5-2 lead.
Southemn closed the gap to 54 in the fifth before Misenti
stirred up trouble again.
With runners on first and third, he put down another bunt

and was thrown out at first, but Tim Coen scored on the play

and Eckerd was up, 6-4. ‘

Again FSC clesed the gap, adding a run in the seventh
when Tyus, who had driven in Frank Cacciatore in the fifth,
hit a sacrifice fly to score Jim Nicholson.

And again, Misenti responded for Eckerd. With runners on
first and second, he hit another ball up the middle, this time
through Scuthern’s Mike Gerlosky.

Brink moved quickly to field it, but it hit second base and
bounced away. allowing DiNoble to score again and making
the count 7-5. Eckerd.

“That's the way we have to score,”” Eckerd Coach Bill
Livesey remarked after the game, "*Misenti knows what he's
in there for — to mave runners around.”

That he did, and so did a number of people for Valdosta
State.

The rather unheralded Blazers stunned Rollins ace Blake
Lorenz for eight hits and seven runs in just over an inning,
then pounded three more Tar pitchers for another eight hits
and six more runs.

“When a team's hitting like that, you can’t beat them,”
Rollins Coach Boyd Coffie said afterwards.

The defeat, Rollins’ seventh straight, brought on a toomb-
like atmosphere in the Tars’ dressing room,
Rollins is expected to come back with Bill Miller today

against the Mocs.

The Blazers broke the game open with a six-run second, in
which they sandwiched some hits around a pair of Rollins
errors and grabbed a 70 advantage.

But the story of the game was pretty much forecast in the .

Vaidosta State " Rolling

AB R H AB R H
Dardendh S 3 3 Liakosdd 5 1 2
Bowenft 4 1 1 Hartef 5 1 1
Felts, - 3 1 0 Clinandh 3 2 2
Rigster,rf 4 1 3 C'tina}f 5 213
Brenamc 4 1 3 Goetri 50 2
Reeves,ss 4 2 1 Mrio3h 4 0
Atord,2b 4 2 Smithss 4 0 0
Sumner3b s 1 2 Rdelll2d 4 0 1
G'halgh b4 1 2 K'woodgd 300
TaraLS 3713 e TOTALS 38 612
Roilins o4 020 0084

Valdosta State

E — Lorenz, Castino, Ricciardelli,
Feits, Reeves 2; DP — Valdnsta State 2‘
LOB — Rotlins a Valdosta State 8, 2B —
Ricclardetli, Callinan, Registsr, AHord:

R.— Castino; S8 — Goetz, Darden
Greenhalgh; R8I — Callinan, Castino 3,
Darden, Feits, Register 3, ‘Branam 2,
AHord 2, Sumner mnhaiqh 1; Sac —
AHord, ée«ves, SF— Greenhalgh

IPHRERBB SO

160 000 60x--13

Lorenz{i) 19 87 5 12
Benson 42 5 22 1 0
Anderson a1°3.3 v+ 20
Poropatich 22 0 0 0 21
MeDitt it A1 7 4410
Lofiles(W) 52 4 21 1 1t

HBP — M:omm (Klrxwood) WP —

LeFiles; T~ 2:25,

Southern ABRH Eckerd AB R M
Hopper ss 0 Y Deniszb 5.1 2
Smithct 4 0 1 West'ntrd 4 1 2
Lam’tyth 2 2 0 PHi=tizb 4 0 0
Nchisnrf 3 2 1 Eversib 5 0 2
Cac'tret 4 1 1 Cutwtret 5 0 O
Destnech 4 0 2 Coendh 32 3
Combsc 2.0 0 D.Nhec 4 2
Tyusddb 4 0 3 Ginsh 11
Batespr 0 0 0 Skiwskif 0.0 ©
Brink2b 4 0 0 Msentiss 3t 3
Totals 33 5 9 Totals MW
Score By innings
Florida Southern 200020 100 §
Eckerd 140010 10X 8

E — Brink, Tyus

LOB - Florida Southern 14, Eckerd 110

28 - Kicholsen, Tyus Coen

RB! — Cacclatore, Bearstone Coombs,
Tyus 2; Dennis Westervelt, burwater

Glilis - Miscati 3.

S8 - Coen, Dennis.

SH — Brink, D. Noble, Misenti, Lampiey,

Pollteiil
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opening inning, when Valdosta's Dan Darden scored one of the
wierdest runs ever at Marchant Stadium. .

Darden had singled, and was standing on first when Sam
Bowen walked. Or rather thought he walked. Bowen trotted
liesurely to first and Darden trotted liesurely to second, and
when they both gnt there, it was dxscovered that Bowen had
onty taken three balls, not four.

So he went back to the plate, where he struck out, but Dar-
den remained at second, where he was credited with a stolen
base. :

Then with two out Valdosta's Jerome Register hit a pop to
left which Rollins’ John Castino circled under, but completely
misjudged. When it came down he was no where near it, so
Register had a double and Valdosta a run.

Register, Darden and Darrell Branam paced the winners’
attack, collecting three hits each. Register also had three nns
batted in.

Despite the had start, the Tars got back in the game at 748
in the fifth, Castino socked a three-run hemer to keft in 3 four-
run third, then scored Rollins' sixth in the fifth when Gene
Felts misplayed Jack Goetz’ single.

But another six-run inning, in the seventh, finished the
Tars for good.

SE— Tyus Or rather, finished them untif today. Anymore six-run in-
P H R ER BB SO . . o -
Fisher (L) 3 8 5 « 2 1 ningsare likely o finish them for good though.
Gerlosky & 6 3 3 3 1
Gerkan 0 0 1 0
Salesii(w) 9 92 5 3 W 4
PB— D.Nobie (2)
U — Batts, Turner, Stanary
T~ 2:45
Beginning his second season as Blazer baseball assistant is 32-year-old
Dave Waples, a native of Columbus, Ohio., Before coming to the sunny
South, Waples coached West Liberty State {W.
Va.) to the 1969 West Virginia Conference and
NAIA District 28 championships with a 20-8
mark, after having guided his team to a 23-5
record in 1968. He served as the assistant at
West Virginia University in 1971,
Waples received the BA degree from West
Liberty State in 1963, the MEd degree from
Temple University in 1964, and the EdD degree
from West Virginia in 1972. He aiso took
. graduate work at the University of New

Mexico, where he was an assistant football coach.
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Mistake
Costly
To Tars

By BOB McCLURE

Ledger Sports Writer
Baseball is the type of
‘game you can’t afford to be
-caught off guard in. If you
i are, you'll pay.
. . Such was the case Friday

:in Game No. 1 of the NCAA
:Division II South Atlantic
Regionals at- Marchant
Stadium. The victim was
: Rollins College, a 136 loser to
:Valdosta State, :
; State’s Dan Darden had
‘just singled in the first inning
and the Blazers' Sam Bowen
was at the plate facing Tars
pitcher Blake Lorenz advan-
.cing the count to three balls
-and two strikes. But Bowen
skipped down to first base as
if it was ball four.

Nobody noticed until Dar-
den was nearly all the way

SR

See VALDOSTA, 3B

Nocs

By BOB McCLURE
Ledgar Spotis Writer
Hal Smeltzly says the
breaks went Eckerd’s way.

says that’s not so.

referring to were the little
things that happened to
Florida Southern Friday in
game two of the NCAA South
Atlantic Regionals at Mar-
chant Stadium. Those little
things were part of the reason
the Mocs dropped an 8-5
decision, .
“They played well," said
Smeltzly. “But to say they
were fortunate would be an
understatement.

“The breaks went their
way.”

“It wasn’t luck, it was a
good play by that kid,"

Photo By Tony Coleman

FLORIDA SOUTHERN COLLEGE CATCHER MIKE COOMBS IN RACE WITH RUNNER
+ » « Eckerd’s Mark Dennis was beat to the plate and tagged out in second inning,

See TRITONS, 3B

Triton coach Bill Livesey .

What the two coaches were



Photoﬂv Faul Johnson
VALDOSTA STATE RIGHT FIELDER JEROME REGISTER CALLED OUT AT HOME PLATE
. » . Rollins catcher Jack Goetz holds ball in hand looking for umpire’s call.

Continued From 1B
remarked Livesey alter the
satisfying win.

“Our whole game,"'" he con-
tinued, “is predicated around
advancing the runners. We

try to push the ball right past’

our opponents.”’

The kid Livesey was
referring to is Rick Miscenu
who bunted in the first inning
over Moc pittcher Don
Fisher's head, scoring James
Davobile. Then in the seventh
he hut a grounder that would
have been a routine play for
FSC second baseman Dick
Brink but the ball bounced off
second base allowing another
run w score. Those were the
kind of problems the Mocs
were facing throughout the
day.

“We played well,” said
Smeltzly. “‘We made no
errors but we were out-hit
and out-pitche

“It was a very difficult day
to pitch and a very easy day

-win for

Tri,o TS o A AT

to hit,’ said Livesey in
regard to the hot humid con-
ditions Friday.

“We didn't hit the long ball
but we did make contact.”

The Tritons were a 317
team during the regular
5€as0n.

The win was an exciting
Eckerd ard its enure
baseball program. The young
Tritons have come from rags
to riches. It meant g lot to the
pla\ ers 100,

“I think we had a bt of an
inferiority complex,” com-
mented Livesey.

“We're non-scholarship and
these guys (Eckerd) have
wanted W prove that they're
just as good. They know now
what they can do against
scholarship players.”
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Valdosta

Continued From 1B
down 10 second base and then
it was too late to catch him.

Darden was awarded the
base theft but Bowen retur-
ned to the plate and struck
out.

The stolen base was both
bizarre and humorous.

“It was nothing but a men-
tal lapse.”” commented
Valdosta State head coach
Tommy Thomas.

“Bowen thought the count
was 3-2 and Darden asked the
umpire at first base what it
was. The ump told him 3-2 so
he went on the next pitch.

“I looked at the scoreboard
just prior to the pitch and it
was right. 1t said 2-2.

*1t was just a mental lapse
on the part of everyone.”’

Darden ended up coming
around to score the game's
first run.

But it wasn’t until the
second inning that the power-
ful Blazer lineup came to
light. A six-run second gave
the Georgians a commanding
74 lead.

“We're not really a big in-
ning ball club,” Thomas em-
phasized. “*We just chip
away. Sometimes we have to
come from behind.

“We can’t be stereotyped
into a big-inning team.

“But it's fun when it hap-
pens!”

Valdosta State was in an in-
teresting situation coming
into the tournament. It had no
idea of what to expect from
its three Florida opponents
involved. There were no
scouting reports.

“The whole idea of scouting
is somewhat overrated 1
think, ' said the Blazer coach.

“Sure, I'd hike to know
something about these teams
but I'm not at a disadvan-
tage. You have to remember
they don’t know anything
about us.”’

Maybe they didn’t yester-
day but they do today.

The Blazers will find out
possibly today when they take
on Eckerd College in a win-
ners bracket game at 5:30

.m.

Bill Petty, a 10-1 performer
during the regular season will
start on the mound. He has a
1.9 earned run average and
Thomas calls him a ‘“‘rest
steady pucher.”

Valdosta State starting pit-
cher Steve McDiffitt got intw
problems in the fourth and
was pulled by Thomas. That
was the inning Rollins erup-
ted for four runs, three of
which came on a John
Castino home run over the
375-foot sign in left field.

McDiffitt, a freshman,
seemed to lose his special
touch on the ball but that
wasn’t so.

“No it wasn’t a matter of
him losing his stuff,”” said
Thomas referring to the four-
run fourth, “he just threw a
lot of fat pitches.

“Rollins has some real fine

hitters. It's hard w get past
that.

“And his control was off
just a littde when it came to
hutting the fine parts of the
plate.

“1 think if he had used hs
curve a httle mor