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| The Rowan Tree Ghurch

23rd Annwval Report
Hallows 2004 ce - Haltows 2005 cc

ilwstration vriginally for 7he Uinicorn, approximolely 25
= by Traizie hurkson el

" Risc the §!!: Wc Foster t-}row!g Energy

This is the 23rd year thal an Annual Report has heen
created for the Members of The Rowan Tree Church. That
alone is a slalement of some significance. Twenly-three
years! What was ance a small group of sludents gothesing
in my apariment on (Jak Cirave (when The Rowan Tree
Chunch was incarpoaraled as a Chyrch) hag grown.

This year has hmught many challenges. We have
spent much of nur time since Jasi yeur™s report Toaking well
beyond the reach of our cogamizacion, Ac a global Tevel,
this past year showed our specics how nsipnificant we are
in cie scheme of owr Mother Earch. Theee are times She
necds to rearrange herself, whoether adjusung the land
masses for Her physical comfort {c.p. canhquakes) or
tending, vo Her temperarures. Hunweancs are ow the global

temperanures are kepr in balance.

At the same ume these is & prawing recognition thal
plobal warming &8 not simply a theory, bul is a reality. As
much as our specacs wads o gather itself in law-lying
coastal areas or build cities and seltle civilizalion over
carthquake faulis or ke advantage of the vichoess of the
Maoiber's soil where simmer volcanoces, aur relationship
with our Mother s frequently that of the easth's insects to
the gardens. Somelimes we are like the ants. On the other
band our species has demansiraled, and continues L
demonsirale, its ability (o impase greater change wpon our
Mather Farth than any nther species. The pollution of our
Wother is the grea crime of our species and we, a8 Wiccans
of Lothlorien. sre commiteed co caring for our Mother.

Tf I follow the cheme of the Annual Repoits of 1l past
ewo years, we first ‘puy down rools’ and Jasi year's repon
was subtitled “drop down sceds,’ Whar would chasacterize
this past yenr? If we follow the Rowan Tree chant, this year
wnuld have been the “rising of the sap.’ Docs thar metaphor
apply? Perhops, akhough we must always be cautious for
one can take the assorved cvends of & year and make them
appear applicable to nearly any metaphor. The sceds are
dropped in the aucumn and the sap will 201 sise again umil
spring. Winter includes that Llime when one's siore of
supphes and fuel is being used and will nal be replenished
umil the Wheel has wmed.

And yei, although the cxicemal appearances ol The
Rowan Tree Church may seem relatively quict, teuly the lite
forees within our “iree’ have been rising. Some pruning was
Docessary, but that is another winler Lask.

Witlun The Mystery School one of pur mooe inlensely
focused nwals is waorked, coincsding with the Fall Scarpin
Moon. The Elder 1o prcpares for months including xtudy,
tncditatian, and, at the end, fasting and more. The goal nf
the Elder 18 to set aside pessonal goals anxl expeclalions as
well as any hopes and concerns which might be reflective
ol The Mystery Schoal arnd The Rowan Tree Church. One of
the facets af this past Tarod Ritual (for this year beld in
Apcil) was the message that we would appear 10 be giving
more atiention fo the mundane aspects of The Rowan Tree
Church. Certainly a tight budget has kept the General
Manager wotching the bokom line and jiggling some
monies here and there to keep things Mowang. The Univorn
editor hes watched the slowly shnnking number of paud
subscribers, a reality since Uie emergence of Lix inlemet.
‘The Baard of Direciors warks to keep enough revenues for
cesentials. Including the dedicated donatiomx we must have
¢ mantain things like liabilily insurance, maney far
propety Laxes, and the minor things (minc?) like having
a working computer aml printer, paying fur poslage,
printing, buyng the covelopes and paper and ather




expenses which keep onr Church functional.

Within the personat Lives of’ many, the sealities af life
have somelimes interfered with e joys of situal amd the
loxucy of spiricual pursuis. A mumber of cur Mecbers live
with major bealth iszues. For a lew il has meant making life
work and secking lulfillinent even though health issves
lu\m he themn from having e incame which would allow

Lile in the Uniled Siatex hax changed. The
uppu mmlle class and above has gained in wealth. The
Jower middle class is having a hard time of it oml the
working classes are olen having tv muke hard choices.
Many are strugpling. Auc we live with Lochlorien in our
hearts and we move forward.

This past summer's Annonl Reireat had one of the
Tower Tevels of aitendance and yet the experieaces we had,
the discussions and the rituala were woixerinl and profound.
Joyful encrgy was given to Lothlontn as a gifL

If | were 10 laok &l one single evenr which represents
this past year, it would be our annual Hallows Faoid drive.
Last year we ocoliceted more food than ever, several Limes
more. This year we had a emaller base of active doooex and
yet the regulta were cven greaver than last year. The
'giving® was not something whach reficered just those wha
were able to donate, but the donations were all with the
pride and knowlcdge that our Rowan Tree would be well-
represented. The resulla were simply amazing.

The work ethles of Lothlorien inchde the Jessons nf
the Six of Peotacles ag well. In ocdee 10 sugidin life and
have enough “pentacles’ Nowing inta pne's life, being
genesous is whal makes that Magick wark. We donated
scveral docen books From our library, buoks From the
religious sludiex on Chrislianity which were not being
used, duplicale copies easily spared of hoaks rm Wicea four
hbrary gains such a profusion of "Wicca 101° hanks sent
by publishers for review} 1o help Stafford Creek
Correctional Center establish its religious center libeary
and we gave hoaks In the Monme Correctional Cencer (ot
SOU) t» ugkd 1o cheir libmry,

Although “recciving" remained a necessary toplc for
discussion as we faced tight budgers within the Board of
Directors, The Rowan Tree Clurch also cojoyed the reality
of it beang “detler w tive.”

And now it is troe, the sap and life forces within our
‘rea” do seem lo be rising. Thanks Lo the enthusiasin of
Wendy, who originally volunteened 1> work on fundeaixing
and found herself pressed into secvice as the Vice Presidenl
of the Board and through my expanded wark, now as Lhe
Wictan Chaplain and Spansor for Lhe above lwe
institutions, we've hud same AMemhbers retum becase they
again wish Lo have the Rawan Tree in their lives. With
Wendy's enthusiasm as incenlive, pur presence on
WitchVua hus been significantly expanded. And, just aRer
this year's Annual Report goes in press, there will he twn
“meel and preeis™ held al The Hermit's Grove to make The
Rawam Tree Church heiter known in the Puget Sound pren.

‘This coming year join wme. It will be approprinte that
we visuzlize our Rowsm Tree "bwinging forth leaves.™

Humbly,

Rev. Paul

The General Man_agr

As General Maonger 1 oversee the paying of bills, che
work flow, purchesing, and budget management (among
other duties). It is Ihe General Manager'a responsibllisy o
oversee balamce of the various . Sometimes this
requires minor ‘Peter and Paul hlmmg.. you kpow,
paying snme of the postage for one budget which is
temporarily robust from another which ia temporarily
anemic. Over fime it averages out. The General
olso gversees ihe maintenance of the facilitles, fram
working with The Hesmat's Grove regarding the
management of the acee of land 10 the rental of tha torage
locker. And the General Manager ensures thal services are
made available for Church nperations, from eleciricity to
iclephone. fron the partable toilet 1o the web site
provider.

Because the General manager is also, by defoult (and it
is ul present practical for the Rowan Tree a5 well) the
buakkeeper, he prepares the reccipls and reports for a
guarterly mudit hue does not paricipate in the acrual sudil
pracexs. There is one more aspect of the General Manager's
job dexcription, one which is mine only because of my
many hals (RFoumder, President of the Board, exc.). o order
ta keep the bills paid, [ am also the jupgler!

But fru me, this is a work of Jove,

Rev. Paul

Ir's time for the anoual overview of an organizaton
whase Members are dependent upon paper and stamps!

Total Postage and Shipping = S1427%.63

Rawun Tree General Budget $411.89
postal box rent 19.00
The Rowan Tree News 249.70
promodional, informational and business 116.42
subiotal $792.01
last year LT
The Mystery Schanl J40.49
Subseriplion Libirry 91,20
Periodical hlsm:: %g:;
casselte J
The ahmhﬁ lling 159.34
The Litles) tiricorn 8 25
total of all (Y] 42?
last year $1.406.
chiauge + !20.70
Tolul Prinling = $1,089.36
The Ravean Tive News $352.19
catplogs, Byers, elc. 91.26
last year's Annual Repor 34.13
The Unicorn 216.25
Periodical Library 125.82
The Mysiery School 108.91
tolka 1 .
Last year 1,181.73
change - $92.97




Juggling? The postage for the Subscription Library
and the printing charged to the I’uiodicllﬂl'.ci'bmy and
Subxcriplion ary ed o offset shorifalls we bad
during some momhs during which Member donarlons could
nat Cover expenses.

Financial Stutements 2004-2005

The following figurea represent the budget total (the
amount in the acoount for each of theze divisions)
# the beganning of the fiscal year; ar the end ol the liscal
year on October 31, 2008 ce; and the change:

operaling budgels
KT Gencral Budget 9695 9396 -$299
The Mysiery School 120.02 243.08 + 121.06
Subscription Library 134.66 7631 - 5B.5§
Peniodscal Labeary 18544 35741 - 128.03
The Univorn 106.64 146.94 + 4D.10
The Litdesr Uricorn 128.22 0D - 188.22
Annual Retreat 294.26 23941 « 54.85
nscs 1227 17.00 +473
Secvices [17.0¢ 110.39 s 661

1,255.86 9E4.50

In addition we have money in vur checking account which
ia part of & *fund,” not available for general expenses.

sales 1aX money for Stale 4258 2856 - 1402
m“n;eplmm” 199.20 19920 < 1600
L-shirl H . + 0
Relreal Schalarship fimd =~ 939.72 939.72 .00
Members' cabin savings 46000 1350.00 + 850.90
Land Fund 38999 671,86 + 03,87
properly tax fumd 470.98 495.00 + 2402
8¢ APy . ¢

TOME (i o T .00
sublotals 350624 454234 4+ 103610
net balance d,762.10 552684 + T6d.74

Overall, we wexe able 1o adjust 1o the changes in the
econamy. Yo will nole, however, thal mnst operating
budgets lost money. I il were nol Jor Lhe transfer of the
femalning monies from The Linlest {fnicorn o The
Unicorn, the 101y wanld look warse,

You will alse nole that sules which would bring in
sales tax ook & sharp decrease. Sales of books which are
usexd Lo raise funilk For The Rowan Tree Church reflecied the
downlumn in the ecopnomy.

Your Help_
Member Donations for the year: sg.g::m
Member douations lost year: L

Last year’s Annual Report showed a decrease in
Member donations of $822.01. In Iwo years we have had to
make adjustmenis to a nearly one thousand dollar decrease
in_our income. This reproscmes a 25% reduction of our
Foing Bt o mansend sl we i sontinie 1 bap T

w Bl We 108 we did continue 10 1
Rowar Tree News published and mailed.

—DedicatedDonalions; FLYGESY

These figurce reprcseal maney donated by members in
eddition o their x&nhr donations with theic monthly
forms. These inonles have been designated For specific uses
and cannot be diverted by the Geoeral Manager For paying
other bills, the exception being money specifically given
to the General Budgel (including $130.71 donaled by
Wendy B. (ow plumbing repair expense).

food drive 15.00
tompuler expenses 185.41
Subscription H 21.97
The Unécomn {from TIU 123.31
Lupe expense 2.00
Retreat Scholarship 5.00
land fund 5.12
ny lax 1,425.00
iahilily insurance 384.86
I.l:lal 138,
Iast your
change +%ﬁ

President, Board of Directors

This was a quiet year for your Board of Directors. We
made adjusiments as volvnieers came and went and
We had ¢ coupl of ObecToeTe® Gac of whom is pw 2

e hd 1 ¢ ervers,” onc of whom is now an
elecred Vou'::%mm.

Most of our work this year was ‘maimienance wark.*
We discuased and made ounor changes t the descriptions
included in the web gite and catalog. It wax dacided 1o pay
Disne Tice an annual honorarium of $25.000 She provides
us with a address in Minnesola and is the *agent,”
required by the Suale of Minnesota which is where our
anginal incorporation is fled. Unless we do considerable
legal wark, this is the standard procedure when an
arganization nn Innger is sicuated in the original State of
ils incgrpocation. Were we to pay o law firm for the role of
‘agen)," we would incur a Large bill.

The “Prucedures and Policies™ regarding clergy was
formally uppraved. This was required by the JRS. The Board
spenl n’unmlerd’le discussinn crmli?l.g the policies and
then st with them Jor a substantial period of time (o
delérmine i€ they would be suitahle and jate. These
policies, along with pther descriplive palicy information,
are available lo Church Members and offered through The
Rowon Tree News {check the classifieds),

Several amendments were passed by the Membership.
1¢ was decided that we have the right lo ask formerly
incarceraled individuals to participate in the Transicionat
Membership Program and, should a person doca not wish to
enrol in tha program, sthe has the right to appeal. Two
rlher amendmenis lidied up the wording of catablished by-
WS,

Thia ycar it was necessary 1o allaw The Zitlest
Unticorm 1 go o 2031, The last two edilars, Jim Saigle and,
before him, Notl Kaower, were woaderful bul, just as The
Univora is dealing with a slow downtum in subscrihess.
TLU had even more difficulty. It never did have a large
subscriber base.




Thix has heen a quiel year. Our Annunl Retreat was
allended but modestly. And yel we had o joyful and well-
allemied Eammas Eve Ritual 2} it"s cloxe. This allowed us to
go to the bank with Dhurma, who is now authorized 1o sign
checks, something which could he usefyl were there
ulforsern circumsiances.

And, as you would expect, the isse of fumd-raixing and
of stimulaling enough revenue Lo remain funclional was

of our discussion. We now have a Fund-wraising
“oaedinator. {Thanks, Wemlyl)

Jusl as mamy in the Uniled States are saming less than
they wege two and three years ago. the income for The
Rawan Tree Church has nlso dropped, The hordest
challenges for us are these budgelary issues. Allhough wur
memhership numbers remain roughly the same. we finished
the 200344 year nver 3800.00 shart of what is nesded and
this year Joes nod seem much improved.

Along with tllls we had o Wigcon in Catifornia who had
expressed un interest in joining The Rowan Teee Chucch
send § number of checks with verious oxders for books and
subscripcians (two went o The Hermit's Crove a5 well). We
do not hold orders umil the checka clear. having never had
a problem like this in the past. Every cheek bounsced. Thar
whs not & good nxnth. It is [elt thar we do not need a
change in policy. Thas is the first bme In nearly 30 years
somcone has dene som like this.

1 have no specific goals lor the conting year, other
than o do my best s¢ that everything continues running
smoolhly. With blessings, Rev. Paul

¥ice I'resident, Board of Direclora

As 2 new member on the buard of directors and witch in
charge of fundraising 1 will putline my guals far the next
year. Firsl of all whal | Lthink is most imlau is that we
increase our member base, this will bring in mare manthly
memberships amxl sales of Rowan Tree items and increaxe
aur local communily which al the moment s quite small.

[ um perspnally concemned far the I'llluu of Lathlozien
and feel this first issue alse relates la aur health and well

being now and in the future. Here are my ideas for taking
action:

1. Imemnet presence

& Incremse cxposure on Wiccen sites, including
member bios, Rowan Tree publications, banner ads on
web sites sllowing iree barmer ads.

b. Rowan Tree e-commerce sice- With an e-
commerce site we can sell our publicxions, specinl
cnﬂs made by members Jike our helntlfut necklace

ilI\llstoramtlm:.}l«tlbsaml ncense, 1cas, bath
items passibly servaces Like binding a copy of A
Wicean Bardo™ in leather o¢ animal fricndly vinyl.
This site woukd include a shopping carl and one caunld
pay with a credil card linked o aur VISA MC accaunt
and posxihle have a pay pal account and most surely a
printahle form you can send a check in with. We can
adlso have affilisle links and bring in incame thix way.
1 am anlicipaling with my cusrent schedule 0 have this
up and running by the spring, given 1 &0 nol have
very sick dog again. Ah Lifell
1. T.ocol magaving expnsure

o, A few local magozines have iree event listings
(more on Event idens Inter} Wisdom mug is one.
Maybe a few paid ads depending on cosi in local mags

like The Stranger, The Weekly, Natural Choice
Directory {which hus 3 church listings currently and
none Wiccan), Widdershins (though not very
responsive, ['l} bave to be tenacious abous this one)
on Widdershing listing we could have a hypeglink to
our site which we currently da nat. 1 have many ideas
in this area as far as whal {0 advertise but for apw pur
events ure mnst impoetank.
3, Evenls
a. Rev. Paul and | have sen} out invites for what
we call o err)'mu and greet. We will he having 2 im
November. This is & grass Joots effort, We have
writlen invites and personally invited people nllowing
invites om their pessonal Jisting on Wiichvox, so (or
its looking preqty lond. The invite bas also beem
pﬂn:lonafm'evam lists. in the future we will subemit
il 10 magazioes like chose listed above but for
November the cutoff has come and gooe.
b. Our Loral community paricipation in these
events 35 essentinl 1o the suoccsa of these cvenrs
€ A local Wiccan forum where members of other
Wiccan groups come together 1 discuxs haw we as a
cominunily can help with educaling the public abaut
Wices, cuatribuling o disusters and conlributing e
ouwr Jacal cammunities. One of our members
valunieered a2 Habitat For llumanity along side
iembers of other Faiths. (his really iy just an tdea 1
would like 10 pursuc further when we have a lager local
member base)

What | wauld like 1o see us do ix increase our expasure
in all these areas. 'We have sommething fantastic for peaple
who are searching as we all were al ane lime. [t would he
great 1o have mixe events for new and currenl members and
they all do not have (o be on ¢he RT premises- | will be
expanding my gauls in chix onea over the year. One Insl
thuughl is...we had a Foexd drive this Octoher, this might he
a story the lagul news would like to cover. “A small
Wiccan gmop dning gond for our mnnm‘y This is
increased exposure. “Loral pardens bloom in Spnng
‘These sz just ideas and [ have mony. Some may be out of
bounds and some may sound ho hum, the main thing is to
get the idens genern :& CTENtE TONS EXPOSNrE, 1DCTEOSE
membership, guther funds (o keep the church healchy, stick
1o ouy fighest jdeals and bave 8 great time doing it-

Blessings, Wendy

Yice President, {owtgeing)

The Board of Dircctors looks after the planning dor
The Rowan Tree Church and ps:ulumltspohclmd
e fotwre. We have a dedicared and skilled group of
volonteers ow the Board. The adntinisirative stocture of the
Chuorel 3s well degigned 1o be able 10 sarve e Membership
al jls prescend size and Lo work eyually well if our nembers
wene 10 increase by ten and even by one hundred Bmes the
presént xize. Tell your pagan friends aboul this womierful
and well kepl secret!!!

Jim Saigle

Treasucer, Bourd nf Direclors

§ have once again had the privilege of senving on the
Buxrd of Directosx and in the capacity of Trepsurer. [n my
tole ux Treasurer, 1 assist in performing quarterly owdits of




the Church (inances, as well as working on the Boad of

Directors to shape Church polscics and 35 a5sucs which
Fise.
This past year has scen The Rowan Teee cunlinue la

face: financial challenges frow the day w day ad one ime
eapenses. The Church operales very frugally, due Jargely
to the gencrosity of Rev. Pau) and peary.  However, even
sparc for the routine opcrating cosls, Lhere are expenses,
such as compuler repaics, updales 10 the weh site and
insurance, for w the Church musi rely upon its
members. We have very lillle in the way of reserve funds if
a lage uneapected expenditure were incurred. And the cost
ol' our liability insurance, which the Church nceds o
pratect itself in the event someons weze imured on Church
poperty, goes up each year. g

Becunse we ure a small group, every donation makes &
ifference. [ encoursge each of you ko recommt yourself 1o
the suppart of The Rowan Tree Church in the comingz: L
Even if you think that your small donation won'L help.
please send it anyway, becauae g1 wall help. B hike to think
that all members take responsibility for helping to ensure
the Church bas & Lright and promising lutwe. You ¢an

help.
Blessed be. Donnsa Lewin

Sceretary, Board of Directors

Timely prectings 1o cach of you in the Rowan Tree
familyl During the paat year. | have apain had the privileg:
10 S&TVE YOU DS lo the Board of Directars. i have
been honored o hold tus position for the pust cight years.
i thank cach of you for assisting i an Jullillmg my dutics.
Your monthly fonns, donalions, caxds, and lelters ane very
jmporstant 0 me. i thal my rexponses are as
meamngul o each of you.

The information you share shouwt yourselves is iruly
one of the most impoctant pasts of e RTNews. Your Child
of Light requesis for energy allaw the Galadhrim i offer
their services. Once uguin, each of you has had the
appactwnity ki vole for the Roard of Direciors for the
coming, yeas. More than £0% of you did fill out your ballot
and refom it. i am praxified by this reaponse,

the past year. my goal was to bave a response time
¢o your correspondence of one week maximum, During the
Winter, wet part of the past twelve months, this has
the sule racher than the excepiion, and it bas given me a
betrer fecling abowr my responses Lo your wri and
1 hope you fare valued as 2 Member by
this. 'The exceplions have heeit since the giowing Seasoh
started and dhe garden wacking of the summer and of
August/Seplember became very inlense. i will again sim for
a same month response Lhis year and hape you will bear
with nc & i wink into U cooler Aulumn inonths and calch
up. i Feel this is more realistic with the hiesiyle of the
QGrave.

Surting in Jabuary, 2004, i uguin began doing some
“bookkeeping™ [0 encourage you Lo save for Lhe
Yellowstune Retscal in 2006! This year (2005). | adied
another "layer™ of savings possibilities, trying o
encourage you (o save toward (his goal. i hope tha several
af.a-m have been able to put this money aside so tha you
will be able to join ws or this magnificent notweral
wonderland to honor the Losd and Lady. Also, § have
continued to post the number of monthly forms received

each month compured 10 the number of Member
householkls. i am enjoying celebrating Membership
anniversaries each month. And i hope you are auwil‘l&
knowing haw many of ys are lovated in differens paris
the conlinenl.

At the Annual Retreat held al the Grove chis year, | was
given Lhe proxy of Iim Saigle for the Anoual Meeting of
the Bourd of Direciors. Much of the formal Board meeting
deall with storage of the Church®s possessions and records
al the Grove and im @ rental slormge unit. We were also able
10 add vme of two Jesired sigmarvres 1o che Church’s bank
accounts,

i continue to acnd owl the two- and threc-month
temindera l‘gm Mcmbera modu:nvc ol submited
Mem i $ OF 16 iDg & lwo ue et
mnntllm wp‘::'lpod. Cuneat wmhlship i‘i'nsp:lu kepl in the
archives.

If you bave auny yuestions abuut Membershi
slalus, ll;l ahout my iﬂ: F Snm:y.y::ru send m:
gsln. .?ml please keep thuse monthly forms amviving al the

rove!

Bleysings. gerry Beyesl

Scribe, Board of Direclors

= | came in;rmisy:;rs mm?mf;urtlﬁml
ve much enjoye Ifing 1o know how Board

upmmnﬂluminglmw':e::lm A few maonths opo |
wok the plare ol the former Scribe. Over the past few
nkinihs | leaming the xole of Scribe, toking notes al the
anoual zelreal, writing the Noles from the Board for the
RTN, and now helping with qudil. I have greatly enjoyed
working with the other members of the Board on many
issues and enjoyed seeing & new snd much needed position
ol Fundruising Coordinalor come inla being.

All the Blessings in my heart, Dbarma

Beard Advisor

Alhough Narcolepsy and the accompanied feching of
exhausiion has kept me from more than & few potes to the
Board this past year, accomplishinents ar hame should
aliow me 10 become mose active this mew year. ] am
looking, forward 10 brangang sonie arganization W my life
as ] eatablish & work mca and linish unpacking. Judy and [
arc also Jooking forwand 1o joining vther Members al the
pext Annual Reteat in Yellowsione,

Harvest Blessings, Lizard

The Unicorn

The Unicorn: Ndilor

My woek with The [nicorn is difficult for me 10 grasp
or, in man: cuniem terms, to wrop my mind around
(which Jeaves me with a dangling parliciple)... But The
Uricora will he stating its twenly-ninth yesr with the
Hallows issue.

This past year we've been blessed with the creative
coolributions of Church Aembers James Henley and
Beverly Seymaur, both of whom have wonderful skills with
words. Beginniog with Lammas of 2004 we've been
featvring 8 series of cacellent unicom dawings on che fiest
page. thanks to Michael Brandon. one of our POPF
participants. Michael also did the illustration for the cover
of ane of my new books, Gem and Mineral Love. And,




showing that The Unicorn's editor has an nging mind, [
have, t limes. spelled his last nome with oo extra 't’
thrown in and 1 do

The best news of thia past year was Dharma, wha has
been doing well in her role as Poewy Bditor. Whal a joy for
me, havang her assisiance.

As ] nwentioned earfier, subscriplionk have slippad a
bit bul were managing. [l is 2 challenge 10 find advertizing
venues. In Lthase ‘olden duys,” ruly the golden age of
Wiccun und neapugan lishing, there were lilerull
dazens of newsletiers andw?nm: 5. Maxl of us mvidard
muivpl ad space, lisiings ond prometion. All of (his did
well but then, along came the immediale gratification of
the imemet with its no-coxt ability to provide
information.

As the Ritual for Fall awived, The Unicos was in the
red. | published the Autwon issue with scarcely any mooey
in The Unicom’s . The previous year The Unicom:
had dome well but its surplus funds wese diveried to cover
Kgﬂoﬂh donation shortfall for The Rowan

¢ Church » Oh, if we but bad cha moncy
back now! Tluouh the gencrosity of the Board of
Direcrors, the remaining in The Lilesr Unicom's
budget has been iransferred ko Unlcorm 10 help it keep

Roing.

‘fhc gonls for the coming year include the possible
conclusion of The Hetchling. When compleced, if the
mopey can be raised, The Narchling will bepublished ina

wr—lmml edition wich any mone nlacd gonaq el

Unicorn. Do 1 know how
definitely.

In the meantime we have been appealing la our
subscribers amd we appeal 1a oll of you. Please consider
giving g'n subscriptions of The Unicorn 10 those you
know. At SI3.00 a year (which juxl covers the cnst), whal
hetter gift could you find.

With blessings from Andrius as well, Rev. Paul, editor

The Unicorn: Poetry Editor

I am also the Poetry Editor for The Unicom. [ carmot
begin o e2ll you whak a joy chat has been dor me. Not only
do | have the privilege of sccing all the beautiful poctry
sent it by our wonderful aists, £ bave also bad the
apporiunity to get 1o know wany of them through letters
and camds sent buck and forth during the course of our work
iogether. 1 am deeply graieful for the opportunity 1o do thus
wirk. Dharma

heginning of yur $1D6.34
from TLI s end 123.11
RT Member subscriplions 26.00
nunMember subscriptions 243.0%
samiple packers 3.60
Uinicarns of Lotklorien 31.40
fund-ruising bavok sales 19.51
sample copies 5.00
fotol income S_Gi‘%:g%
posi 5 159.34
prinm 216.25
peneral office expense 26.00
telepnone 10.00

electticnl utility 8.00
llg pickup 4.00
23.00
19.00

e0ses q
bﬂan::’ $ 13654

The Littlest Unicorn

Editer, The Liwlest Unricorn /

The Littlest Unicarn Newsletler was pul 1a /7
he for a rext aker the most recent editarship of S>3
a year-and-sshalf. Despite new contribulars and new
fealures, and xome *color prinling®, the interest wax
dwindling ond the resburces dedicated ta its praduction were
out of balance with the audience nwmbers. Perhaps the
Newsletter will retumn aiter a well-eamned rest-

Jon Saigle
muwgzu subscriptions $ lfﬁs'.gg
sample packet income 3.00
s%e 153ues T 2.00

The Rowan Tree News

The Rownn Tree News edilor

There ix nol a greal deal o share with you regarding
The Rowan Tree News. With the tremendaus assistance nf
your Membership Secrelary who types up the hexl parl ol
each issue - excerpis from your Jetters - we confinue (o
produce gur membesship newsleiter each month.

A number of limes this past yearulunne in pnlmu:
schedules required mmunllr priming and hand-collaxing the
cntire issuc on the lascr The Hermit’s Grove bas
here in my office. That's way too mach work for this old
princer. We now get all of ovr printing done in Redmond
whuch makes it far casicr as gamy’a job means thar we drive
right past che prineer five days a week,

Sa long 82 membership dopations sustain Church

The Rovan Tree News will continue 1o weave the
fabric of community which keeps us all aware of each othes.
Given your contributions of lekers and of donations, we'll
keep publishing away| =

Typingly yours, Rev. Paul

School

The M

The work within The Mystery) (1.
School of Lothlorien remains stahle

andmuu-ne;mcmnf hering much of what has
peeviausly heen firal Mmsna for ul)' thisty years and

potting it into text secured within the printed study guide
material ¢nntinues. Nat long ago this history-gathering




moved inle The Second Ordeal, representiog te second
half of the work Ieading ¢o the first Initiation. Much of this
malerial is in the ¢ollection of recorded New Monn fapex
which ure aging and much of it is in Lhe aumier's memary,
which s also aging.

Our primry niles of passape Lhis past year included 2
Yoking Ritux] and a Ritual of Dedication. gerry Beyerl has
joined Jim SNaigle, whose Yoking Ritual was held at
Yellowstone National Park in 2003 ce.. Bath have
completed the main partions of their any years” wark
leading lowand Ondination and reached Th,;ir respeclive
goals. able 1a emerge from within the veil of The Mysiecy
School ond share their “yoking® to The Tmdilion of
[.nthigrien with pll of you.

We have olso welcamed back, warmly, lwo former
sludentx, a relurned Novice Supplicanl and a retumed
Novice. Twn additional Novices, on Leaves of Ahsence, are
nearing the lime when they will relum.

Al this point the primary wirk af The Mysiery School
cunlinues W be the ranlinuing education within the New
Moon Riluals, which ingludes paxxing on the Omal
Trudition and sharing the ongoing evolution of the Book

of :

My personol work im'.lulles'll lba“::w Mu:t:k rituats itluﬁd
exeending encousagement to those e w withio
The Mystery School as dwy conxinue the ever-challenging
work of jup Pathworkinpg with the busy activitica of
hife, of employment and family. My rolc haa prawn, in
recenl years, voce quiel A Wiccen Bardo, Revisiled Was my
last *large’ and public satement on beball ol The Mystery
School

Tiss Mysicty Schonl and The Tradinon of Lothlocicn
need 1hose Wha will incveasingly be heard. [ leel, wow, that
1 am moee of the Exrih. | have grown o prefer my time
spent with back beat, kieca in the soil. 1 coiminue to waork
toward the annual Tarol Ritual, 2 work which is now nealy
yearound preparation. We are o mystical Tradition.

We curvenlly have twp Novices working on The
Second Ordeal. Roth have the patential af achieving
Initintion (Firsl Degree) in the coming yeur bul, then, The
Trudition of Lothtositn i5 2 life-path and there is never

to rush. Our work remains gaod.
Humbly. Rev. Paul
beginning of year $ 17002
tuition 1,039.50
Colowring Book of Numbers A.50
The of 25.60
The Child of Light 5.00
Sabba & 52.80
The Wheel of the Year 9.00
Lesser Bani 10.00
Baby Blessing Ritaal 5.00
peisoner Mo ah 10.00
A0ONA ,387.
pastage $ 313499
Board of Direttors’ postage L10.00
UPS shigping 17.00
web site expense 15.00
inti 108.91
T printing 13.01

general office ex| 134.23
book purchases for Library 4¢.0D0
chanritable donatiun 2400
ritual malerials expense 126.11
telephone 196.37
elecirical uz"lit}- 25.1p6
paper teeye E & wasie pickup 35.33
(ca 30.00
ﬁp.gm"” 35.00
portable roilet cxpense 33.04
total expease .
halance + 3 243.06
The Land Fund

The Land Fund 3x mandated by aur Book aof
Legiclalion. We have been calletling maaiex for aver
Mifteen years (perhaps choser W Lwenty) wwand the goal of
someday aryuiring an acreage of sacred land (quite likely
untillahle) within the reaches of the Upper Mothervalley.
The Land Fund ix supparted hy Member donation and by a
percentage of monies allocated from Mystery School
tuitipn, and from Titval and spiral-bound book sales. Any
blessings for & relumn to economic health for North Asmerica
would incresse interest rates which have fallen co & historic
lows, affecting the return on the moncy placed into
Certificares of Deposit.

total moncy placed into CDs $ 7.55L.67
CD:csu}‘b dase 1,341.76
total in Chawch checkbook end of §73.86
1o money 367,

increase rom lasc year 116.14

Subscription Librury

What doce one 3ay abour shelves and shelves of
bhaoks? We Beyesls have the honos of liviog, Litesally,
wirthin the Chusch's Library. Our small cotage Is wall-to-
wall baaks in the fronl room and much of the hallway.

The Rowan Tree’s linry evolved dul of my persaaal
library over 25 years ago. Since thal lime I've munaged Lo
dixpoxe of most of my personal hovks which did ool
hecame parl of The Rowan Tree Church and lve, a8 Lthe
editor ol The Unicorn, developed resources which add W the
library. Each year we get doxens ol newly-relcased books
front publishers such as New Page, Liswellyn. Red Wheel
and many others K review [or Zhe Unicorn and The
flermit’s Lanern. Many of these hooks « the gaod oaes,
anyway - end up in our library.

‘This summer we received three very large cartons of
books, A couple who have previously visited the gandens
and who attended one of the pencrat Wicoa workshop series
arc prepaning 1o move 10 New Zcaland and we have been
their designated recipecnt. Abour 23% of the books proved
10 be valued additions to the hlwary. A lage nunber of the
astology books noL sultable for Swiafford Creek wers
affercd 10 a Cnow forniery Rowan Tiee Member who has a
sUoNg ihterest in asuology.

The reoasning booke weee glven 1o Stalford Creck
Comecctsional, The religwous theee I2 intent upon
establishing a library. We further donared some duplicate
copies which were mot peeded as much as the space they




occupied, and a few copies of Wiccn-related books which
were nedurutant snd had no real valoe,

This paxi year mare progress was made in developing a
detailed description of the library. The process of
scoerating synopses of several thousand books is a slow
oue. We've had some great volunieers im the past bur, &
presenl, we could 4se One OF (RO,

It was quite plensing to see (wo new titles appear
the shelves: Gem and Mineral Love and The Symbols nml

Magilek of Tarot,
My goals for the coming year include malniaining the
library and ing la cultivale whal may well he one of

the beat refercace libraries for Wittan susliex 1a he found.
I’'m alsa working on ¢leaning the liheary and om well more
than half done. This requires remving the bonks frm o
shell, vacuuming each hook, washing the shelf, ond
replaging the boaks. My goal for the caming year inctudes
linishing Lhe janitorial duties.

With bookish blessings,

Rev. Paul

Bowny & Gorberiy B a3
ﬂllrdlul ¥ ] Folﬂsm8 u}gs ;g gggl(h [game I
Counselliog ond Wellness 13 tilles. 77 books o]
Dl:lll&l‘)ﬁl 23 titles, 25 boaks [p/e
Fiction & Nowvels 331 biles, 411 books 0
on T L Rtk e
Miscellaneaus 19 ticics, 19 books [gxined |
Oceult Sciences: Astro .

titles, 152 books (2ained 18
Occule Smmu. Color 10 tcles, 12 booksﬁﬂned 1

Occulk Sciences: Divanateon & Misc. Ans

42 Lides, 45 boaks |pained 1
Occult Sciences: Drcains 13 ticlea, 1S books [paaned 2

Occuk Sclences: Gens, Minerals and Melals

48 titles, §7 boaks [guned 4
Occukt Selences: 1 Chi 12 mles 14 boaks [gained 1
Occule Sclences: Miscellaneaus Di f‘
&7 litles, 72 hooks [2 less]
- of titles, 17 books [gained 2]
n
Occulk Sciences: o«mmszu: witual a['ﬁ;uu
Occult Scunus- Mogick U0eS% s, 46 bois 1]
Oocult Scie 59 titles, 70 bnoh ned 3
and World View 88 titles, bnolu
Poctry [27] 33“ [m
Woeld Religions and Mynlmlogns
346 Litles, 408 books (23 lesz)
Seaualily, Sexual [sues and Sexual
4 Gt 64 titles, 73 books |fa.m 3)
isitual Aw
£ ns :: lvuh.zﬁbmulgumdll
'estem Occule and Magsckal Teadinions
207 dtles, 255 books Igained lI
Wicca, Neopapanizin and 'Wircherall
94 Litles, 399 baoks [gained 8]

beginning balance $ 13486
calendars 1590
tion of MS Luilion 577.50
Masier Book of FHerbalizsm 17.45
xiles of lHaly Aonks 52.94
salex of A darda 137.45

isoncr donation 5.80
Hermie"s Grave 275.7
mﬁ ul COme 3 1!!’!32

D i
web ante fees 60.00
misc. 160.80
office expense 68.60
hook purchiases 680.15
titnal eapensex 65.60
telephone 13.93
elevtricity 20.00
dispnzal service 4.00
public st 21.00
portable toilet 10.54
‘bounced check 37.98
lnui cxpense :

balance 76.31

Tape Library

1 was, al ane Inm. making xieady progress working
through many of the ald tapex and transcribing them so
thar the informaton they contained, much of it the
important and urcplaceable Oral Tradition, would . be
loat. This is a slow process and with even more demands
upon my time chis year, 1've not had ax many hours For this

It maves Corward at & snail's pace.

With blessings, Rev. Paul
tape Ubrary
beginning balance § 18544
Member danativns & purchase 144.72
sainle nackave ’
BrEa R
posiage $ 1484
web site expense 15.00
printing 51.56
misc. T4.26
ritwnl expenses 36.89
storage locker 45.00
e Gl el
balance 5741

Perlodical Archives

Nearly 3D years of pesiocacal archives of publications
(published by ather arganizations) are curvantly siared in
Moline. Dhnoois thanks 1o the gaadness of Tricia
Youngquizl. Many arc wo (raglle with age tor nuch beyond
coutinucd storape and bone would survive being in
circulation. Every sa olién someone has a goal of
beginning 10 preserve Lhis pricaless nesource in a digital
format {in earlier Gmes microlilm wax conlemplated).
Thexe materials are the irue history of moderm Wicen!
opening balance $ 185.44
5% allacation of Member donalions 144.72
saiple packee allocalion 1.40
lolal intome 313




e S 1884
A 15,00
mise. 74.26
i i

)] 5.
portable toilet 35.20
gu;res 5 %‘6‘3%

ance 5741

Prisoncr Ouircach Program

The Prisoscer Outreach Program is one of the more
?numlc ministrics of Lothloricn, Although many Wiccans

ndeed, most catizens of countrics) are uncomfortable
alL the thought of ivteractlon with oiffenders, there is
considerable necd o offer support for Wiccans who are
incarcerated.

According 1o the US. Depatinent of Justice in their
2¢porl dated June b, 2004 (from the U.S. Depasuncnt of
Justice's web site}, an hat date there were “2,131,180
prisoness ... held in Federal or Stale prisons or in local
Jjuils - an increase of 2.3% from oudyear 2003, 1 have read
thal the United Stales has the highest percentage of als
cilizéns incarceraied of any developod cowntry. According
w0 the U.S. Depanment of fustice's sratistice, aver S0% of
affendera are in For nonviclent ¢rimea (drug/property
related, &te.). Those of Clristian faiths, those who follow
Islam, Judaism or even Native Anerican beliels genceally
e religious programs. Those who are Wiccan do only on
accasion, t which many in vur Prispner Qutreach Program
will attest.

‘This past year, surprisingly, the Bush Administration

filed beicia in suppori of a case before the Supreme Cousl.
Several offenders, among them an alternative Christian, a
Wiccan and, 1 believe, cven a Satanist, were suing for their
religaous rights. The administrarion maintained that the
stales (Ohio and Texas, although my memory may not be
accurale) ¢auld nol receive federal funding unless they
ohserved the federal mandate that the prisoncre of all
religions, including noneChrislian, have Lhewr rights
1C :
Over the past six years, now, the Prisoner Oulreach
Propram haa accepled npproximately 136 pffenders. ahout
95% men and 3% women. OF Lhexe xeveral have
sucoessfolly completed the Prisoner Outreach Program™s
scodics and e pow Members of The Rawan Tree el
Most of chese are relensed and are self-supporting,
minnlnjg,blcnn!nwottywﬁwipnuwldm is mo
particularly welcoming of former prisoners.

We continue to mantain oo average enrotiment of
roughly 25 individuals, if it were nol for the offenders
providing scamps and chose who make additional
donations, we could not susiain this program. Although the
prisoners* contribution does not fully caver the cosis of
the program the POP is able to conlinve.

This past year my personal ministry was exponded. |
am now the Wiccan Chaplain at Swafford Creck Cotrectional
Cenler in Aberden, and the Wiccan Sponsar at the SOU unit
af Marroe Correctional Complex. My personal challenpe
is thal Lhe participanis in the POP hkave so much need and a
desire for fur mare of my time {through corcspondence)
than | um able tn manage. This ia very Nlfitling and

rewarding work. Now, if we could only get a couple of
Rowan Membere to volunteer correspondence
lme. This conld be dons protccung your peivacy {mail
lorwanding via the Rowan Tree) and could be as little as one
letter a month. Any lakers?

In service, Rev. Paul

The Nermils (rove

Wark within the organization kavwn ax The Elermit™s
Grove remains steady. The gandens are always the mosL
visible uspsct of the Grnve's wark 1o Church Members,
even in print (the Ganden Journal in The Jlermit’s Laniern
ond in the web sile), and great progress was made with
them- The major project this year was the purchasing ol
golvanized sign holders and roaking of Jominated signs 1o
identify individual species, including relevant botanical
information with & few noles we need /s gardeners- The cnst
for thizs was covered by joint funding from The Hermics
Grove and the Beyerls. The new marking system has been
wmmensely popular with those wsitng the gardens.

Thus spring The Hermit's Grove published two more
boaks. Theae were the cullnation of over ten years' of
articles which appeared in the monthly Journal, TAe
Herwmiz's Lanreen. They are imporiant a3 arcas of studies of
inkereal 10 many who study in The Mystery School ns well
a1 Wiccans in general, Gem and Mineral Lore and The
Symbols and MapleR of Taror were both printed in
Michigan by Fidlar Doubleday. Neither has had any work
done 1o pramole them and even the ‘roviews by vexders' on
tee Ansxzon.com she renain neardy namaxistent

Obviausly, as | aften Lell peuple, I'm far o goad at
heing nnnprafit.

Tiny steps of progress were male towand The 1lermil’s
Growve's legal siatss. We added Donna Lewin In the board of
DNireciors and are hoping to begin setting up bylaws,
glthough this process mighl be considered stalled ‘in
commikes” and 7o longer moving forward.

What has moved forwnrd was the work done ki create a
detailed map of the gardens. There is now o virtual tour of
the gardens on www thehermitsgrove.org, This includes
text, abour twa dozen phocos, and a color-coded map

A major thank-you is due Salt (Nathan Salcer), o Rowan
Tree Member who participated this summer 35 our Garden
Intene. Sal created 2 wonderful black-snd-white map which
reqqured acveral pagea vo cover the entire leogth of the
pardens. What was so challenging for myself and others
was a simple sk, wdicative of Salt’s ortistic skills. 1
scanncd chese pages and n color-coded copy
which, with the photos and text, was sent lo the web
desiguer ay San Francisco, The mep on the web site is
wonderful. This wimer 1 hope o complere an edition which
will be printed.

The Masler Herbalist Propram continues. Eorollment
is up with the largest nwnber of audents to date. We
currently have two graduates, three second-quarer students
(one nearty thivdsquarier?) and a daxen first-yuarier siudents.

The Hermit's Lantera continues lo be published in a
timely fashion with a sleady level of subscriplions. The
web site slso has a liok, naw, for publishing which
includes the introductions ta the five books The 1lermil’s
Grove bas in print:




Palnless Astrology

Whe Holy Books of the LDevius

A Wiccan Bardo, Revisited

Uem and Mineral Lore

The Symbols and Magick of Taro?

Hexb sales have beei poad, kecpig o scock nuened
over. For an organization which offers o salaries and is
dependent upon the labors of two old gardencss doing
everythung at cosy, The Henmit's Girove is healthy.

Hexhally yours, Rev. Paul

l..lz-M-lnIm:s and ﬁlﬁtﬂlﬂ

This year we were blessed 16 have another Memnber
who has completed all the wark leading up 10 the
adjudication questions and is very close 10 cerlificalson as 3
Lay-Minister. i hope to posl an announcement of
certification in the RTNews in the next few months.

If anyone i interested in linding out mare about the
Lay-minister progrum, please wrile Kk gerry Beyes] al the
Church's Kirkland office for more information. The
program takes work Lo complele, but thoge who have
completed it have a great knowledge of the Rowun Tree's
beliefs ond fimctions. B

Blessings. gesry Beverl, Lay-Ministry Coordinator

The_Galadhrim Svcicly of Unicorms

Jelarsf The Galadheun Socicty of Unicoms 15 & herd
of {eur: ) @ Cnucarns who desise to give additional
scrvice 0 Rowan Tiet beyond the pariciparion as a
Member sending i dobaviona and forms. This is
accomplished through extra actavities and projects which
are (hopefully) benehicial to the Membess of the Church.
Exch Ualadiyim Member submits an idea of the acrivity
they would hke to do as a service to the Chuech. Each may
change service affered a1 aty tine, if shey fool chm their
cument project is nol effective in assiding ©F minisicrmg
to the Membership.

It has been my honor and duty to communicale with
the other Unicoms. to Jet them know how we are all doing
and ¢o remind them of their commilment Lo supporl, ad
commumwicate with, each oiher, as well as olfering servate
and encourngement to the Members of the Rawan Tiee
Church. Cusrenily, the Unicorns arc vllering services of
many types to the Church Members amd each ather; many
ol the services are available through the “claxsified xl™
section of the RTNcws. Please remember that any Church
Member may join. I you are inceresied in becoming part of
the Galadhim, comact me & the Crove for more
infarmation.

The Child ol’ Ligh healing ritosls have been. ere, and
will continue to be a major focus of our gmmukin;.
Many thanks ta each Meniber ol the Church that has made &
requesd e encigiex. Your sequisis help us to sty focused
on the importance of this workitg. 'We would alwaya like
10 hear how our working of this rital has braught eelief or
exirn energy o those whose reyuests wr have hoowored. This
year we have also worked o szt energy msemﬂfhbal
EToups, including the tsunami viclims, the peuples of
Egypc and London who have suffered from Cerrurism, and
the people who have suffesed From llurricant Kalrina.

We had a vesy good time working the ritual during

Aonual Retreal at the Hermit's Grove thi
moming we pathered with other R
waorked two of the blessings for those who had re L It
was a wondeoful way co stast cach day, We also had
rededication of a Unicom who had taken 4 “sabbatical™ md
was to come back to the herd.

Unicom has been asked to submit a brief
stateroent about their service for the past twelve months. i
hope: these responses from the Unicorns sbout what they
have been doing in servioe dor the Church during this past
year is helpful 1o you in undesstanding how the Church
Membess are

[n Service.

Amalthea 1 am the “town cries™ for the Child of
and when necded, i send info thm needs o be shased
amongse the Umicorna,

Odonata I can't belicve it's already time for another
annual repon. In the past yeat, I have tried to stay in touch
with the resl of the beérd aod have added names 10 the COL
lisL [ hope o resume mny xewiog Services somelime pext
yeur.

]
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Carling This yeur in the Ualadhrim, my prioury
service la the Rowan Tree hux been through my human's
paricipation on the Board of Directors. She has served as
Treasurer this year, participating the quarterly audils of Une
Church’s financial records. And, us a voling director, she
has offezed her voice in the decisions the Board has made
on behalf of the Church- This year, the Church is Focusing
on fundraising. As a fundroiser for the Rowan Tree. my
human snd 1 beovght back waler which was blessed al
Stonchenpe 35 it was poured over the altar stone on the Full
Mooo. She nnd 3 will conboue to add our idens for projects
which will help 1o improve the financinl stobilily of our
Rowan Tree church. Blessings (o you all.

Abakar My services to the Galadhrim this last year
have been o make necklaces for the Church and o help
others, Wicean and non-Waeean, to benies understand life
and Life widhan Wicca.

1 have made a few necklaces and hope to continue to dp
thar scrvics for the Church. | will strive 1o do os much s
possible to belp the Rowan Tree church survive.

Kcerdan My activity has been to participate in the
Child of Light at each first quarter of the Moon. We make
energy available 1o thxase who wish o it for healing
purposex. Hlave you tried this? What were your experiences
& results? Autuinn Hlessings.

Children’s _Program

1 am in the process of starling a Chilidren’s Prugram
for the Rowan Tree's lacal group to take place lor the
children during the adults Sunday Circle. | look forward 1o
Ve, eibios and mcce T i Iy hope dht tis program will

car, cthics and more. [t is my is propram wi
open doors to many of the families in the area It is ofien
hard 1o fand family friendly Wiccan/Pagon groups and |
belicve this propram will do 4 great deal of good.




