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" VALDOSTA — Jerry Giffin couldn't hold back the
flood of tears while listening to the National Anthem
during the opening ceremony for the The Moving

- Wall Wednesday:
Giffin said later he was mourning the memory of
{oose who we kied i acion during e Vietrn

--( ‘m grateful the people of South Georgia are able
to come out here and see the wall,” said Giffin, who

 served in the 101st Airborne Division during the war.
“Ialso hope this sends a message to the community
that a lot of lives were lost and that those lives were
not lost for nothing, but for their country.”

in was one of more than 300 people who attend-

ed the ceremony.

Special honors were paid to Aférica’s Vietnam
casualties through a fly-by of F-16s, A-108and a C-130
from Moody Air Force Base, a 21 gun salute by the
Moody Honor G
orative wreaths along the wall by various veteran,
civic and military organizations.

The ceremony was especially significant to
Valdosta Mayor Jimmy Rainwater, he said. “A friend
of mine — Harold Durden — who I grew up with, his
name is on that wall” he said. “I have been to

‘A war remembered

People gather at Moving Wall
to honor Vietnam War dead

Washington D.C. nine times, and every time I go, 1
visit The Wal up there. Every time | o1 get a rub
bing of his name "

People take alips of paper, place them against The
Wall and rub graphite across them in order to trans.
fer the image of the name. The same process can be
done with{ THe Moving Wall

Rainwater said The Moving Wall's visit to Valdosta
is a sighifidant event in the city's

“This pays tribute to those who have paid the ulti
mate price,” Rainwater said. “It is an honor for
Valdosta to be hosting this event, and it is an oppor-
tunity for our citizens to come here and pay tribute
to those people on the memorial ™

The memorial honors all those who have fought for
freedom, said Col. Wayne Edwards, 347 Support
Group Commander

“This splendid memorial honors the dead from
Vietnam, and it also honors all veterans from the
past, present and the future,” said Edwards

The Moving Wall will be open for viewing 24-hours
a day at American Legion Post 13, located off
Country Club Road, ustil sundown on March 21

The monument was brought o Valdosta through
the efforts of the Winnersville Friends of The Moving
Wall, a veteran, civic and military association

Rick Harrell watches his father Pat Harrell copy names of friends from the wall Wednesday

morning after the ceremonies. Harrell served in Vietnam from 1966 until January 1968 with

the Marines' Second Force Recon. —

Times Photo by Paul Leavy

Jerry Giffi
dunng 1969-70, rl

ing “Freedom Is Not Free” during the spening ceremonies
for the Vietnam Memorial Moving

Legions Recreation Center on Country Club
Wednesday mornin imes Photo by Paul Leay

Volunteers ‘proud’
to guard memorial
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VALDOSTA — Linda Setser doesn' remember the Vietnam war
she wasn't born until 1974, one year before its end

Memories or not, S ns of the war enough to
volunteer her time to help out at The Moving Wall which is in Valdosta
for the next week

Setser is president of Valdosta State Sorority Zeta Tau Alpha and her
soronty sisters volunteered to come up to the wall’s location off Country
Club Road and stuff envelopes, prepare rubbing paper, graphite sticks
and keep other volunteers company “We'll be here in three hour shifts
from 9 p.m through midnight for most of the week. she said

“This is a very important event for the Setser said “The names
on the wall are real people who gave their lives. It's
‘emational thing for a lot of people. and that doesn't really get oy
You go out and see all those
ize part of what happened

Setser and other volunteers stayed at the site to make sure no one
tampered with the memorial

‘We re here basically to guard The Moving Wall.” said Sei
Randy Allen, who works at the c Counter Measures shop i
Moody. “It's unfortunate, but a number of people will try to steal sec
tions of the wall that may have the names of a relative on it
id he didn't mind staying near memonial late at night “It
‘makes me feel good that this memorial is here to honor our veterans,
he said “ want to support all those wore the uniform before me

etser appreciates the ve

enormous, very
u until
nes on the wall. Then you come (o real

Senate shoots down House tax package

House

By BRIAN LAWSON
Times Stafl Writer
ATLANTA - The Georgia House unanimous
ly approved the largest tax cut in the state's
Bistory. but the state. Senate unanimously
rejected the plan late Wednesday.
Negotiations on the the proposal are
expected Lo continue cven though the 1995
Legislative session ends Friday.
JThees mated $230 million tax cut approved
v the House provides a state income tax
Chedit o help texpayers ofset 10 percent of
their local educational property tax rate
beginning in January 1996. The tax credit is
capped at $3,000

liant

House

ers wh

Good morning!

Valdosta will

Majority Leader Larry Walker (D
Perry) said the plan, “borders on being bril

“This gives people what they want, property
tax relief,” Walker said on the fioor of the

But Lt. Governor Pierre Howard, who pre
sides over the Senate, expressed concern the
plan would primarily benefit larger land own:
0 pa

lem appeared solved when the cap, which
had been discussed at a $5,000 hmit was
reduced

In calling for a rejection of the House ver-
sion, Sen_ Johnny Isakson
ed out that a number of metro Atlanta com

WEDNESDAY'S NUMBERS

property tax

payments and he argued the bill would do
nothing for them
Senator Harold Ragan (D-Cairo)
relief 1 welcome but he objected to the e
of waiting until the fnal 48 hours of the leg
bil

larger property tax

The prob

(R-Marietta) point.
final two days

munities exempt senior citizens from school

thoughtful report and then we
thing en the phone (a phone poll which
showed a number of clizens favor propert
tax relied and we try to do

Representatives Tim Golden, Jay Shaw and
Henry Reaves supported the tax cul plan in
e House, arguinj nted a good first
mp in reducing taxes
pite the unanimous vote in the House. a
e Republican legislators pointed out
thel I1|II didn't go far enough
p. Kip Klein (R Marietta), said after the
m goodwill generated by the thought of a
ut faded. the public would realize the bill
nuch
¢ done with great fanfare _ but
the elderly pay little if any school taxes in this
bill people 6265 are left out in the cold, so are
ihing in the  young marrieds who dorrt own' their own
e TAX. Page 2-/

on such a bill
ds in the legislature

American Airlines overhauled

Man clawed by polar bear
N

Georga Lottery DALLAS — AMR Corp., the parent of American BUFFAL A psychiatric patient on a field trip

have C'?Udy ‘ Cash3 176 Airines. _“,m,u,.“,d 900 layofts Wednesd {0 the zoo Wednesday leaped into a polar bear’s pit and
skies with a Florida Lotte name dent to head the country was clawed by the 700 w""d beast

e ry largest air carrier The 28 year-old man was lifted o safety by zookeep

igh in the Cash 3 9-8-6  The move to trim nearly 20 percent from its head .q]‘.mn ed h\” ndiiies L a Im»px:dl

mid 70s. The chance of Play 4 3150 quarters staff of 5,000 in Fort Worth is expected to T e s T e

e e save the struggling company $93 milliof a year said Minot Ortolan), exerutive directoriof the Dute®

rain will be 70 percent. -antasy 5 24-9-7-5-14  “The company has already slashed routes, opera ™ climbad a walst high fe edint

i 4 tions And capital spending, furlo ighed 610 pilots and Syt 3" Cucorciuued i

Tonight will be mostly A thou e I the 15-foot-deep pit to reach the bear, said Deputy

cloudy with a 50 percent
chance of rain. Complete
weather details on ?nge
2-A.

things * — Ad
Kampf

f you wish the sympathy of
broad masses, then you must tell
them the crudest and most stupid
16 Hitler,

Donald J. Carty,

will stay on a

Mein  American.

— The Assoclated F.

4, was named president of
American Ailnes,replacing Robert L. Crandall,
an, president and chief ¢
tive of AMH. und rlmlr"l.m and chief execut

Police Commissioner Rocco Diina
As armed zookeepers stood by. other workers threw
4 into the pit to distract the bear, then lowered a
« and hoisted the man to safety
e bear went right after him, but not like food, ke
wanied to play." said ago visilor, Jon Gall
— The

Agents:
Echols

sheriff

v A
Times Staff Writer

TALLAHASSEE, Fla_—Defense
attorneys W »dmsdu\ Fattacked the
testimony of state law-enforcement
agents ~ about _conversations
regarding drug trafficking they had
with Echols County Sheriff Charles
Carter

The defense’s efforts came on the

Sei i e Toderal drug trial of an
Echals County man Jast year

sized no agents were pre
sent during meetings between
Carter and Daniel Lavon Hughes, a
convicted drug trafficker The pros

st
denied Hughes ever old him that
¢ was dealing drugs

Talor also asked why state
agents never used a reeording
device when interviewing Carter
about drug information.

The defense also maintained tes.

timony and reports by Trish Grina.
outhdieon ug Task
nnie

Thump\un \h\‘ GBI \pcunl agent
in charge of the Task Force, made
during the Hughes trial conflict
“I"! testimony they are now mak-

“Crina lestified she was a lalson
between the Task Force

Echols County oft said
arter to dis’

she met weel
drug in Echols

C:
ety

¢ nuul

id Carter told her on Dec. 4.
1901 that was_ dealing
marijuana in a big way," and never
dealing with less than large quanti-

She said she took notes as Carter
told her Hughes had purchased a
condo and several farms in the
area with drug money. When she
returned to her tran
Seribed the notes o a task force
ot form, which was later re

ed by a secretas
w hNIlfmd that on one occasion
panied the sherif to an
arson scene
Directly across” from the fire,
she said a man sat in a parked car
in front of an abandoned building
When she and Carter arrived, the
n leftdriving south on Bethel
Church Road. A few minutes later,
she said, Hughes pulled up in 2
truck in front of the same building.
Grina testified she walked to the
truck and wrote down the license
the sheriff talked to

Hughes.

During cross examination, Taylor
pointed out an incorrect date line
on Grina's report and two inaccu
racies in her testimony

He submitted photos of the arson
scene and the abandoned buiking
m v\nl nce. the
T o G e
from the arson scene, as Grina
said. The building was diagonally
across from the arson scene

did not intend “directly
only in front She said
implied the hm]du
from the
Taylor Ihu| .ﬂhlkkl’(l the accura-
cy of Grna’s testimony that she
See ECHOLS, Page 2-A
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