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qe THL‘-. REANER.

"fhe subjeet of Wasmso Peer as n Religions duty, ling for segss
synl yenra exeited b contention, insome ingtanees unplensant, among
e Baptists in Georging especially within the bowidz of the Tl
Feiver anil the Ovimulges Associatinns.

e Mullewing disconrse, inzubstanee, was delivered Jast SBumimer
in the Baptist Chareh at Mamieclle.  "Phe reazong which indoesd
hie nuthor then to make o poblic cxpression of his sentimanta on_
thi= - ihjeel, before the Clureb nnd Congrepation under ks minis-
forial instrmction, were prancipally twe. 1. Hé deemed i his
duty to corrcet what he conesived o be an error, in the eonstroction
af the trasaction of Christ | recerded inthe Bith Cliape of the Gos-
el by B dalen, o nuder wlicle creorge part of that Clareh seem-
el disposed 1o make the motter of Prer Wasmxe mors impartant
than o seriptural view of the ense wonld approve. 2. A= he eonld not
eoseientiously wnite with those Brothren in what  Ee thooghit to be
un |.||tsc|."||11| ral practiee, he deewied it due to himscIl to wake an
exhibiting of his views on the salject, in justification of his condoct,
ngainst the cepsures of suel ns mighl witribute to ida motives
other than consciention: seriepies,

Tlee author was pequested to lieve thiz discenrze pubilished short-
Ty giter it2 delivery, but o here was then exist'ng a feverish ox-
vitciment, which might have, perbinps, put an wnchacitalide constroc-
o 1 peon fv o procedure, e decmed i, onowfection, best oot to
comy!y with his first promien onthe ruliject. Bl as the pubfie ngi-
vation hag pagzed away, Lo kas eoacluded o veild 1o the repoated
soliaitntiona with whicel Gie contizues (o be peessed, (o publish the
dircourse en.feet washing o poniplilet forme Vhose who heard in
Aphivered will perecive o fow alterations § andeed, the sensiiveness
which wen then swoke on the suljeet in generaldnesd the antlior
Ta oimil SO XD mnns, ol oven pais over several ormuncns
el die LT LR will now, =t e r-;:'utnr':nn s gnlisided, las
aars likiely re recerve an nnpotiisl omiee fron those of  opposine
viewe, It any shounld leok vpon the reviimente of the piece mafh-
sarzbly, wil the author asha, =, that sech ) rencember that e b=
catitled te hiz opinions, nnd that they whao differ fron them, aee o
ehisistian charity, reguired 1o give Lis srganzonts a fiie headng be-
fore they condenmt The sontiments oxbibited Gn the diveonrse.—
"Fherefore, woser bope that Bny ceable many plain Christinns,
who desice ta Eyow and obey the troth, to arcive 8 aeorreet view of
the sulijest of Wasling the Saiuts" Poet, and aader the Lo liel Y
s anstere enite will tank 12 wortls while to tronthle eliher himsell
ar the publie, with any wetiee of itz delects, it is, withont further
spology, comnmitted (o the press, and placed befesc the eommuenine,
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A DISCOUERSE, &C.
'ff‘ I then, your Lord and Master have washed your Feit, yeo alg

wught fo wash one anothe:s" Fecd, For £ have grocn you o esuhie
P,{.: that Hou showdd o as 1 have dane o jrqu-..fufm‘ xiu, 14

That the Sovior wosted the feet of his disciples, and 1ol them
wanler the positve injuneton o wash each others e, 18 a E:.'npl.u_lui
eratli, which probably wowe pretend to dusy,  But whether that -
junction is applicabie to chnstions e this day, and i s0y e
wliat ciredmetanees, it st be iu-rlbr_uma.l,urc |1m:sl':ut|a ETTVITRY Il
there exista ek difference of opinion. 1t is matter of scrous res
L that the difurenee of sentivnent mul practice putiealarty nmong

Bugplists o 1hiia :f-l.'lhj:-‘l:!. lias in snany st anees, n:sulh_:d m cvelnvas
of alfcetion between eharebes apd  eedwsduols, which the  sreat
Prinee of Pence ovidenily never intended any of his examples or pres
wepts o produce greigst Jus lll‘ufl:bln'l.';l‘ﬂl:'il.':lplL'E. —

Prerhops the partics belweei b fun, SHIETHE rugn}muillmll & Tlﬂ_\'q
r:.-q.:ipmq:dl:.‘ I:.-nl.d-tll,!llu'n_- oz wont o earry theis u-ummnunu! pratice
i tliis agter te extreiied, woarhing either wo el or too linle -
portance o the exmmple uad Lnjuusiion of Clris, contained m by
Jext under discassion,

Tyose who place the highost estimnte apon the act of Jesus, in
washing lis diseiples feet, generally assase the position it the sl
per ak which the traveaction occurecd, was the slaratent af l_hu
uu|u_:||_||_|||'||'||.|. ']'Flr-_‘-' Itlll.'l RO I!].i.‘. aect of Chirist wilh hki :Ii.llilll.'_'
ietrmtzon of that vaost scercd Tos it and ||:::|’rmh|_l|.' altoch, o=
acivasly, equal, 1 wot parmsount sanetity o i the other hoad,
the greater |Jur.15|uu ol i l'h'. ist dutmmluuﬁun. aand the cotire masa
of wilwer orth cidox ssets looh wpen the proctice of washimg th
gadmia’ feet, ns having beeon o privage doty eojoingd opon the  proon-
hvie +|'|.:-_u.:i||-h'|tl Beaat oot o hie cuwnsidered l..-‘ul‘tg:‘ltl‘.‘rl'_':‘ Wi christians
1 HITE) prosent {l.;lj"- ]_I' W |:!11'|.'1' Eodee Loy far i :I".'Il|!f.l.ll_~"' the I:lrx.:
pity of Uie Byprist deosbinstion among thade who cdeem the
of wa o Tt an o rolipoas way, ag obeolete, we enn pui-
: L tuone of them Jowing  sutlicient edvestivn (o
inrestignge the rubject, wiid whe have given theuselves the  troabide
L il 5oy poretessd to Skl Geel woesliines us o veligious cotviueay u Le
|H:rﬁnn|l".l! inonocharel capaeity, A we aee satisicd thar oo awe-
thor having alality 1o write oithen geavnateally or logically, i
evier alleinptied Lo prove it o stauding chyreh ondisinee ol gimjlar
pnport ar aontharay with the sonmnaning,

Biut we, an the siune tie, suppnee that those who hayve eulirels
1-!\']1“'.1-"1- the pragiige of witalinniy oot as o reliziouns du:_'-', whictler
Bttt or oilizes, have verged w that exteese, which peilies less of
the: Suvionr's L'h:il.lltll.' and dojaetion wprm thas subjeri, than was
wiiginclly tetendil, 1 seems to os possi? Yo, thae there Bes o pali-
way of iy betweon these exteomes, wpoa which, if we coulil stk
mand wake it plain, we should probably render nooseful gervice o the
cans=e of elirdian wiien,

2 l'_’ ““!. dizeussion of i faexi, il st il be fnrgn.lml,, that the
Baviour in the wnst goplatienl terins, wrged his example 1 the rule
of comlnet by which his diseiples were 1o be governed in the
ratte” of washing fver. % For § hove givew yon nn exmmple thae
vau should dons I bawve done ta you"  The circomstanecs then
whi {' comilimed 1 constitate that |M‘L':'|1|'|l||t"r mnsd be asecrtaiied and
varclully olserved,  Bocase the siniple act of washing Deor, aside
Trenn the preiniient civenmeianecs guder which Clrist porformed i,
warld -_ml1 Foaz s mnntion of kis F-’.Tﬂmiﬂf.'. amd wonhd not lhﬂn*[’mm
.'.:“. o lilmemt of hi _i1:j|u|.u.[i:u!-|, ﬂ:\:j"l'w‘,‘-‘l.'d ll.'t 1he L.
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fepresent in contexion with e Loed™s sapper, that it will vequice
nice distinetions to produce convivten over the projuiier and nre-
posession wiieh hive given swiction to thewr long cstablislod ope-
pmise Ve st thererore daei] ver longer wpson tias paent. B3 B
Lic nl;|r|i_-||.||u'h'|| that Jofue i sot 'Il'i'ili- fiis j.:u:p-.l geeouit 10t 'l,rllg
ufter the others were 2 v, aud that us ebjoet was to recond ety
thase tnstrietions ol @ lerist, aind  those etreumstanees of s his-
tory, whieh Bad been gieitnad by the atdwr evaogel sis. Teres, it
muy b obmerved, in the WIS af John, that Tow ol e oyeets
ceconded by the oither historians, are oven sllucod 1o, uidess o e -
ticnlareee some of the anendiogr eircumsinnees, jarae salene 1
the rest of his brethren.,  Therctore Joha neakes oo wention of the
saernmental supper, woed bt seldom slldes 1o the iastitotion or -
winisrration of the other gospel ondinauce, ax woe revolloct o bave
obiserved,

Even manv of those circomstances recorded in the ozl
Jalin, which ‘onn curgory view, seem o be oy iw!rr.ll} icdesiTufnd wita
deseriptions given by the other evangelists, will on a minwe cenng-
parison be found to be entirely differest. For ivstanee, there -
pears ou first rending the neeout, a resewblance between ihe cir=
cumstanees recopded by Johs, o connexion with the suppoer n
which the washing of firet was transacted, and these events record-
wil by the other evanoeliste as Ii.n'ring Ir:mr-]rin'ﬂ at the paschol
feast.  And many, without eomparing the aecounts, have upon that
apporent similorily of deseriplions, idemtified the case recorded in
the thirteenth chapter of Jolin witly the institeCon of the sacramens
tal supper.

Bt it /lenld he olserved, that the mendion of theee eventa predie-
red by Chirist nthe posehal fease, ropresented their fulibnent oz be-
ing juston the eve of consmmaation.  To the tseiples collectively,
hie snid, after they had eaten the padsover and reecived the facrn-
‘ment, * Al ve shall be vifended beeause of we iz night” Te
Peter lie said, verily, 1 say auto yon, that#dis night before the rock
shall erow thou shalt deny me tiree * Behald e iz at linod tha
doth betray me, &e, sce Mut, xavi, 310 34, 16,

'he rest of the evangelistg are equully speeifie, in limiting the
aceomplishment of those predictions to that very niglit=—sce Mark
xiv, Luke rxii.

Wherens, Jesus in the conversation with the dizeinles reeanded s
John, shewing that Judns would betray Lim and Peter deny ham,
represeiced that expression of those predictad events, ns boing soun
time previous wo their aceomplishwent.  As i leave no douhr up-
an the minds of lis diseiples, that the predictions he was alout to ur-
ter in accordance with tha propheoy he had just quoled from Pszlus
xli, O, were not to receive their fullibent Gl & future period of
soine ddays to come, he imroduced them with this preface. ** Now™
{marginol translation * Fromn heneoforth” shewing an iulervening
epoec of e} “ 1 tell you hefore it eome that when it is come 1o
pass ye ooy believe that T am be, Jobn <509 Dodesd this pre
dligtion erome to resemble that gencral prophetic instmetion which
Jesus delivered to his diseiples eoneerning his denth before Big avri-
vil at Jerazalewn, and whicl seems to have been ropeated ut difie.
rent times for the purpose of @ving the -imprm'l.nn TR r‘.tpi-rfﬂ]
fullitment, *he wmore (ores,—anys Matthew [(xvi, 21)—From tha
vime fortl beaan Jesus to #how amto his dizeiples how that he woea
o unie Jerusidlem and suffer wany things of the eldves aa! ehiel
prieats and serilies and Bie Billed, and be raised nmain the thied dae™
Lo the next chapter {xvit, 22} e repeats the same prapheer. ' And
while ther abode in Halilee, Jesnz 2aid urto thon. the son of ne,
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shall hi: botrayed e the hands of men and they sholl kill him and
the third day_lie shall ba raised again.  Aund they were exceedingly
sorrovwlul"—see also Mark 53031, We may then very rutionally
suppose, that the converaation deseribed by John ns haviog occurs
red after washing feet,ensued upon a repetition of that general predie-
ton of bis death, quoted from the Jewisl Scriptores,and the aceom~
plishment of whieh had been by bim Limited to the approaching feast;
and thet Joho pecards same particalars omirted by ithe other evan-
gelists in reference ta the traitor by whom this prophecy should Le
brought to ita fullilment, and n regard to the manner in wipch it
would affeet the diseiples.  "Ule correctuess of this view of the sole
jl:ct wikl eI still more pruhnhiu when we eall to mind that Jolin
m the two preceeding chapters, records the journey and arrival of Je-
sus at Jernanlem, corresponding 10 the record of that fact given by
the other evangelists, pad who gform us that on his pay %l;‘; the feast,
he repeated 1o the disciples the prediction that he should ther: boe Tiees
trayed, seo Johne x5,51,55—and xii,1,12 —compared with Mat. xx,
12, 189—Mork  x, 355 1—Loke  xviii, 31,01 Besudes, the eir-
wipmstanees recorded by Joln, in 26l cbap. are diffeeent from those
ii'i\'cu by the other evangelists in connexion with the paselinl supper.

hesige given by Chaist at the supper to which John alludes, os
designaring the traior was asop dipped by Jesns and handed o
bim.  “Jesus answered and said, he it is o whom 1 shall give a
s when I have dippedin” and  this si_ﬂ_:ml appenrs to have boon
piven seerctly, perlies in o whisper to the leloved diseiple whe was
near Lo himgaz it was wot understowd by the resr,see Jolin xiii "3--3;
which feel will wecownt for the repetition of the eonversation bt the
Teast, where the desiznotion made by Jesus in answer to the engui-
ry of the diseinles, was, it is one of the twelve that dipneth with e
an the dish™=Mark v, 20--s5e¢ also Alath xxv i, Z0-aml Luke £xii,21,

But as we Liave been thus particular in proving thut the exampls
pf Jerus in washing his disciples feet was not connected with tha
Lond's supper, which was institnted ot Jerpsalem, it may pot be amiss
belore dismissng this pan of the investigation, to shew that Jolin
wig, in this chapter, deseribing events which ceeurved af Bethany. .

L the commencement of ch. 12, Jolm gives thisinformaiion: * ihen
Jesus six duvs before the passover came to Bethany, where Tazn-
rus wis, which hoad been dead whom e ratged from the dead.”™ A=
ter deseriliing the partienlars of a sapper prepared there for b by
Lanenrus nod Lis giators, he states on the next day, Jeans enterad Jo-
rusalem amid the acclamations and revereneial rr;_;:lrtlu of the mlmi-
ring multitode. W hen Mathew reeords tie case Lo which Julin hiere
ulludes, ke informs us, that afier Jesus had given so exhibition of -
vine power and suthority smoug the cavilivg rolers “le lelt them
il went out of the eity inte Bethany, oud be lodged there,” nild
represents that next morning be returne] to the eapital—2Mat xxi5, 1,
1, 15—which shews that Jesus had his lodgieg at Bethaoy some five
aF &% doys |Jrl|:|:f.'1.ding ihe piESever nid by referanee to the I-'i-mr_\'
of his visit 10 e pasehal fenstas given by Saist Mark nod Luke, i
will be indisputabily plain tha Jesius was i the hinbit for semething
Jike u week before the poszsover, ofspending the day at Jerusalem,
1 dl_‘:i.'\'u:lrln instrelions coneerng the Iﬁllgdulll of Groud ol return-
ing at evening e 'Ih,»ihnu:.' to Inlge—=see Mark, clagn xi, ood verses
1, 11, 12, 15, 20, 27, wnd Tagke, chap. axi, verse 37, 0=,

Aler Mutthiw and Mark meotioned the visit of Jesus o Jery-
salews 10 attend the feast of the passover which scems 1o eorrespond
o 1l statensent of John, in chajiter xi, 1, spesilying the time 10 b
six duy? procading tie feast, they prozeed with a detailed neeount of
soelurrences 11l they come (o o meal al tie hause of Simon thi le-
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sanmely did their wets OF devetion 10 be sert of men.  Bat i
lowly Jesus performed his devotionswith that retiring ioiesty wlsich
disdains the pomp of outwarnd dGisplay, and which secks the appros
val of God rather than the praiee of men.

Henee when Josus wonld set his diseiples an example of loemili-
ty, anid teach them not ta be above performing the lowest act of
wrotherly kindness, one for asother 3 he did iv by washing their feem
at- a private supoer, when the feet necded eleansing before catug
and retiring to sleep.

But medern feet washers, who profess to perforim that net in obe-
dignee to the command of Clrst, and inwntation of lis example,
chinnse not a private honse and an evening honr 100 wash feer, when
the act is needed, but they seleet the house of worship, und the
most pablie oceasions to wash (=el which have provicusly been well
cdennzeld,  We are willing to rigk the decieion on this point wih the
zandid part of the advoeates for this practiee, to say whether it does
or does not greatly resemble that leven of the geribes and of Phari-
sees, againstwhich the Baviour partieularly eantioned his distiples 1o
he carefully guarded.

Now, if the practice of washing feet, in the eharacter of & gospel
ordinanse, be fraught with =0 much cvil tendency, can it be innos
cently preformed by those who differ from the n]ﬂninn of its advo-
cates, hut who unite with them on palitie occasinns, 5|m|1|'r 10 o8-
wape the charge of heing thoughit |||l|||:!1!_l|. T Bhould not sneh sori-
ausly eonsider, whether they may noety m facty be commiting two-
foldsin! L. By engaging in an act bearing the appearance of devo-
tion, bat in which they have net fith s they eertmely fall ander te
eondemmnation of the Apostle Pand, who expressly savs, * Whatso-
aver i8 nat of faith is sin™—Romans, xiv, 23, 2. They must iveur
additional guilt, by giving (e renetion of their personal e mmple to
a religious crrer, which in several points of evil tendency, is bugin
ing to assume the attitude of'n rhngwmls heresy.

On the other band, 1o those pious brethren wha practice this exr-
ror, under the Iu‘:llvr‘fl'rl'ltﬂ rectitude, we, in eonclosion, will only say,
et us cense to resemble those Yhom l-IIL Saviour rebuked for tiths
ulx herbs and negleeting the weirhticr matters of the law. Lot ug
with the n‘pﬂElh‘s, view the matier of wi asliing fect ng an unimpor-
mnt private duty, and like them beeome :-urrmr.,tml with the all ab-
mrhln-r busingas af Hrlm._r:' the sonls af fﬂs.r sinners, by sending the
Bible and the olorions gospel to every creature, in ui!rc-:h'mc: in the
Redecwor's lost and great command




