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love Berrien County, home  
of my family heritage. I am a 
6th generation descendant of 
the earliest Shaw pioneers in 
Berrien County.  

As Curator of the Berrien 
County Historical Museum and  
Archive, I have assisted dozens of 
individuals in connecting with their 
earliest ancestors. Several of those 
visitors I helped have an African- 
American heritage, the most diffi-
cult research to pursue.  

Over the past ten years I have 
helped several black researchers 
trace their family ties back to their 
earliest American roots. I feel a spe-
cial kinship with those families 
even today. 

Therefore, I hope you can un-
derstand why it is quite troubling 
for me to see recent defacing and  
destroying of historical monuments 
and buildings. These perpetrators 
have become indiscriminate in their 
attacks, but most are directed  
toward monuments honoring the 
Confederate soldier.Their justifica-
tion is that these monuments are 
honoring slavery of the black man 
and his family. 

I have not found a monument 
yet that was erected to honor the  
enslavement of anyone, but instead 
were created to honor the lives of 
those soldiers who served under the 
authority of the government that 
they were obligated to obey. Let  

Old Berrien Newsletter of the  
Berrien Historical 
Foundation

Volume 6 Number 4 Winter Quarter 2024

HONORING THE  
CONFEDERATE VETERAN

me share some factual history to 
give context to this truth. 

 
hough many wealthy land 
owners in Georgia owned 
slaves to help in their 
farming and domestic 
chores, most property 

owners of Georgia and, according to 
the1856 Tax Digest of Berrien 
County, 80% had no slaves. Of those 
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The monument above, known as the 
“Reconciliation Memorial” was 
erected in 1914 in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, as a symbol of the 
Southern States being included as a 
full member of the United States, 
reconciling its differences created 
by the Civil War.  However, on  
December 22, 2023, the monument 
was removed by an act of the 
United States Congress.



who were slave owners, half of them 
owned just 1 or 2 slaves, generally a 
house servant and/or field foreman 
to oversee the work on the crops. 

The price of an adult house ser-
vant or field foreman in 1860 was 
about $1200 each—–that’s $45,475 
in today’s currency. The field fore-
man was primarily in charge of over-
seeing the work of younger family 
members, assigning tasks on the 
farm, caring for the animals, etc. 

 
n 1861, when Georgia’s Seces-
sion Convention met to vote 
on secession, Berrien County’s 
two representatives voted 
along with the majority for se-

cession, believing each state had a 
right to do so. With the official for-
mation of the Confederate States of 
America, Georgia and all of its res-
idents, Berrien included, became cit-
izens of the new country, and under 
the laws and obligations set forth by 
the Confederate States Congress, 

Many, if not most of the residents 
of Berrien County were not in favor 
of secession. However, regardless of 
their individual feelings, every Ber-
rien resident was under the laws and 
obligations spelled out by the Con-
federate States legislature. 

In March, 1861, when Georgia’s 
Governor, Joseph E. Brown was or-
dered by the Confederate Secretary 
of War, George W. Randolph, to pro-
vide troops and arms from Georgia’s 
citizenship, Brown would only agree 
on condition their officers would be 
selected by their fellow Georgians, 
and could be recalled by Governor 
Brown should it be necessary to  
defend the ports and borders of 
Georgia.  

Governor Brown was a fierce  
defender of States’ Rights, and 
balked at the position of President 
Davis that all military operations in 
the State of Georgia were under 
Davis’s control. Randolph and Pres-
ident Davis refused to honor that 
condition. 

This ongoing struggle between 
Governor Brown and President 
Davis, was finally put to rest in 
April, 1862 when the Confederate 
Congress passed the First Conscrip-
tion Act, requiring all men of every 
Confederate State between the ages 
of 18 and 35 to enlist in the Confed-
erate States Army. Therefore, all  
Berrien County men 18 to 35 were 
conscripted into the Confederate 
States Army, regardless of their 
opinion on slavery or states rights. 

In September, 1862, the 2nd 
Conscription Act required men, up  
to the age of 45, to enlist in the serv-
ice. By the third year of the war, the 
strength of the Confederate Army 
was so diminished, that the 3rd  
Conscription Act was passed in  
November 1863. It required all men 
between 17 and 50 to make them-
selves available for military  
service. 

But the outcome of the war had 
become obvious and many deserters 
and conscription-dodgers filled the 
swamps and backwoods of South 
Georgia, attempting to evade state 
militia forces and the death penalty. 

y this point in the Civil 
War, it was clear that Lin-
coln needed to make some 
preliminary plans for 
postwar reconstruction. 

On December 8, 1863, President 
Abraham Lincoln offered his concil-
iatory plan for reunification of the 
United States with his Proclamation 
of Amnesty and Reconstruction. The 
proclamation allowed for a full par-
don for and restoration of property 
to all Confederates engaged in the 
rebellion with the exception of the 
highest Confederate officials and 

Robert E. Lee's Oath of Allegiance, 
also known as the Amnesty Oath,  
is the document that he signed on 
October 2, 1865. The oath states 
that Lee would "faithfully support, 
protect and defend the Constitution 
of the United States, and the Union 
of the States". However, his oath 
was misplaced in the National Ar-
chive until an archivist found it in 
1970. The discovery put in motion 
the Congressional approval of the 
posthumous restoration of Lee’s  
citizenship in 1975.
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military leaders, if they would sign 
an Oath of Allegiance. 

On March 26, 1864, President 
Lincoln proclaimed to those persons 
who shall voluntarily come forward 
and take the said oath, with the pur-
pose of restoring peace and estab-
lishing the national authority. 
Persons excluded from the amnesty 
offered in the Proclamation could 
apply to the President for clemency, 
and their application would receive 
due consideration. President Lincoln 
further declared that the Oath of Al-
legiance could be taken and sub-
scribed before any commissioned 
officer, civil, military or naval, in 
the service of the United States, or 

any civil or military officer of a 
State or Territory, not in insurrection. 

On May 29, 1865, following the 
end of the Civil War, President 
Johnson issued an amnesty procla-
mation. Under this proclamation 
former Confederates who had not al-
ready taken advantage of President 
Lincoln’s 1863 amnesty proclama-
tion could receive amnesty upon 
their taking an oath to defend the 
Constitution and the Union and to 
obey all federal laws and proclama-
tions. 

 
he passage of the 14th Am-
mendment of the Constitu-
tion in June, 1866, 
extended all liberties and 
rights granted by the Bill 

of Rights to former slaves. One other 
lesser known aspect of the 14th am-
mendment mandated that anyone 
who had “engaged in insurrection” 
against the United States could not 
hold civil, military, or elected office, 
without the approval of 2/3rds of the 
House and Senate. Since it required 
two-thirds majority of States to Rat-
ify the Ammendment, Congress re-

quired the Southern States to ratify 
the Amendment as a condition of re-
gaining representation in Congress. 

On December 25, 1868 Pres-
ident Andrew Johnson made a Pro-
clamation of Full Pardon and 
Amnesty to all persons engaged in 
the late rebellion, “in order to re-
store confidence and fraternal feel-
ing among the whole people” and 
“restoring all rights, privileges, and 
immunities under the Constitution” 
upon swearing Oath of Allegiance. 

On May 22, 1872, the U.S. Con-
gress passed the first Confederacy 
Amnesty Act stating that all Confed-
erate Soldiers below the rank of 
Colonel, who swore their allegiance 
to the United States, were granted 
full amnesty thus restoring all of 
their rights and privileges as a U.S. 
citizen. 

On May 1, 1876, Congress 
passed the 2nd Confederacy Am-
nesty Act granting amnesty and full 
citizenship to all soldiers, officers, 
judges and elected officials, under 
the Confederacy, with the exception 
of President Jefferson Davis. 

 
obert E. Lee had applied 
for his pardon to General 
Grant on June 13, 1865, 
and it was granted by 
President Johnson upon 

Lee’s swearing of Oath of Alle-
giance to the United States, which 
he did on October 2, 1865, the day 
he was named President of Wash-
ington College in Lexington Vir-
ginia. However, U.S. Secretary of 
State, William H. Seward had given 
Lee’s application and oath to a 
friend as a souvenir. It remained lost 
until 1970, when it was discovered 
by an archivist in the National Ar-
chives.  

The revelation of the Oath of Al-
legiance, brought legislation in July, 
1975 granting amnesty and full 
rights of citizenship posthumously 
to General Robert E. Lee. It was 
passed by the House of Representa-

T

The Oath of Allegiance, above, was 
applied for by my 2nd Great 
Grandfather, Francis Marion 
Shaw. He signed it on July 23, 
1867, using the “x” in place of his 
signature. He was right handed but 
he lost his right arm in the war. All 
male residents of Georgia, whether 
white or black, free or slave, were 
required to sign the oath to be able 
to vote in Federal elections. R
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tives 407-10, and the Senate unani-
mously, 100-0 and signed by Pres-
ident Gerald Ford. 

On October, 1978, President 
Jimmy Carter signed an Act of Con-
gress approved by over 2/3rds of the 
Joint Congress, pardoning Confeder-
ate President Jefferson Davis, post-
humously restoring all of his rights 
of citizenship. These full citizenship 
rights include honoring his service in 
the United Sates Army, United States 
Congress, and United States Senate. 

On May 26, 1930, the U.S.War 
Department implemented regulations 
and payment for Confederate head-
stones that authorized the inscription 
of the Confederate Cross of Honor in 
a small circle on the front face of the 
stone above the standard inscription 
of the soldier's name, rank, company 
and regiment. Many Confederate 
graves are also marked with an Iron 
Confederate Cross installed by the 
Sons of the Confederacy. 

 
ost native Berrien res-
idents have ancestors 
who fought in that ter-
rible war. All veterans 
of that war, north and 

south, are honored for their service 
that was required of them by the 
country that they resided in. There-
fore every descendant of those brave 
Confederate soldiers, has the same 
right to honor their ancestor’s serv-
ice as do any descendant of a Union 
soldier. That service, that life, is 
what I honor and have pride in, not 
the concept or issues that were 
fought over. That War settled those 
issues at the cost of hundreds of 
thousands of lives, and decades of 
misery by both black and white since 
that time. 

Perhaps the spirit in which these 
monuments were established was 
best expressed toward the Confeder-
ate Soldier by Union Major General 
James A. Garfield of Ohio (later 
President of the United States) dur-
ing the Amnesty Debate of 1876: 

“Toward these men who gal-

lantly fought us on the field, I cher-
ish the kindest feeling. I feel a sin-
cere reverence for the soldierly 
qualities which they displayed on 
many a well-fought battlefield. I 
hope the day will come when their 
swords and ours will be crossed 
over many a door-way of our chil-
dren, who will remember the glory 
of their ancestors with pride. The 
high qualities they displayed in that 
conflict now belong to the whole 
nation. Let them be consecrated to 
the Union and to its future symbol 
of our perpetuity.” 

There is a monument on the Old 
Berrien Courthouse grounds that so 
honors the service and sacrifice of 
over 600 soldiers from Berrien 
County. Many of those soldiers 
never returned home or returned 
with great ailments and deformities. 
Many of us descend from their 
widows and families. It is wrong to 
be shamed for our ancestors who 
served honorably the country they 
resided in, under the laws that were 
imposed upon them at that time, and 
we have no right to apologize for 

M

their service on their behalf. And no 
one has the right to remove or de-
face the memorials to that service, 
which was required of them. 

I propose that instead of tearing 
down monuments of our history, 
lets add one more to the Old Court-
house Square. I propose that a mon-
ument be placed to the memory of 
those who were enslaved and their 
descendants who helped establish 
the Berrien communities that they 
have become so much a part of. Per-
haps then we can all embrace the 
crossed-swords of peace in our 
hearts, and celebrate the broken 
chains of the former enslaved, as 
they all deserve our love, honor and 
especially, our respect. —BLS 
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