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Anti-Trump groundswell erupts for
colleges to become immigrant sanctuaries

Patrick Mux
Tatiana Sanchez
San Jose Mercury News

SAN JOSE - As fear grows
over the possible immigration
moves by the incoming Trump
administration, a groundswell
movement is spreading around
the Bay Area and across the
country with petitions signed by
students, faculty and alumni at
colleges and universities to turn
the institutions into “sanctuary
campuses.”

The worry is that federal im-
migration enforcement officials
could soon swoop onto college
campuses to apprehend and de-
port immigrant students. So ac-
tivists stretching from St. Mary’s
College, Santa Clara University
and Stanford University to East
Coast Ivy League schools, are
answering the threat with a call
of their own: Our school ad-
ministrators must protect our
at-risk students by declaring the

campuses to be safe places where

federal immigration officials
aren’t welcome.

Around the United States,
campuses have suddenly as-
sumed a key role in the burgeon-
ing movement against Trump’s
immigration policies, even while

those policies remain vague. And

the defiance is coming at the
highest levels.

Among campuses joining the
sanctuary effort is Santa Clara
University, a private, Jesuit insti-
tution known for teaching values
of social justice and inclusion.

The school’s Undocumented
Students and Allies Association
will host a walk-out Thursday
afternoon standing in solidarity
with undocumented students,
who have felt a growing panic
following the election. Some
have considered not returning to

campus for the start of the winter

quarter in January, according to

Marlene Cerritos-Rivas, co-presi-

dent of the organization.
“I’ve heard a lot of ‘what’s

MCT Campus

Stanford University is one of many schools across the country dedicated to
becoming a “sanctuary” for immigrants

going to happen to us’ and
‘what’s going to happen to our
families?’” she said. “We want
this walk-out to symbolize the
community coming together and
protesting (immigration officials)
from taking students away from
campus.”

The association has met with
the Office for Diversity and
Inclusion and with an attorney
to discuss the possibility further,
according to Cerritos-Rivas.
But in many ways, the school is
simply growing the support and
protection it has always offered
to undocumented students, ac-
cording to Ray Plaza, director
of the Office for Diversity and
Inclusion.

“The university is looking at
all angles, but in the end as an
institution we have always been
supportive of undocumented
students,” he said. “A lot of ef-
forts are taking place behind the
scenes to assure students feel
safe.”

In the East Bay, students and
faculty at St. Mary’s College in
Moraga weighed in on the sub-
ject of Trump and his immigra-
tion policies by sending a letter
this week to the college president

requesting he make St. Mary’s a
sanctuary.

“I think it’s nice to have some-
thing that sends a message that
we’re a community and we’re to-
gether,” student Kyla Cole said.

The St. Mary’s administration
responded to the letter Tuesday
night by saying they take the
safety of all community members
seriously.

According to the online pub-
lication Inside Higher Ed, more
than 20 such petitions calling on
administrators to take action to
make their institutions “sanctu-
ary campuses” have circulated
through social media since the
presidential election.

The campus-sanctuary move-
ment comes in tandem with a
similar ongoing effort by cities
around the country to create the
same sort of safe spaces for im-
migrants -- an effort that actually
began under the Obama admin-
istration, whose own aggressive
deportation efforts provoked
strong resistance. Trump has
promised to up the ante by can-
celing federal funding for sanctu-
ary cities such as San Francisco
that decline to cooperate with
federal immigration authorities.

SGA talks dining

Cynthia Papailler
Starr WRITER
ctpapailler@valdosta.edu

During SGA’s meeting Mon-
day, the Dining Service Com-
mittee discussion on Aramark’s
plans for on-campus dining
and Interim President Dr. Kelli
Brown paid a visit with a brief

prepared by the employees. A
concept similar to the hot meals
available at the new Quiktrips.
Relocation of the Blazer
Sports Grille was also ex-
plained. The new eatery will be
moved into where Palm dining
is located summer 2017. The
old drinking machines will be
replaced with floor machines, so
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get in free,” said Dr. Brown.
“So there should be no reason
why everybody shouldn’t be
there.”

SGA’s Dining Service Com-
mittee spoke on how Aramark
has already invested five million
dollars into modifying condi-
tions on campus. The food ser-
vice company has plans to reno-
vate Palms dining and change
the dynamics of Sustella and
Langdale market. The conve-
nience stores will be redesigned
to serve made-to-order sand-
wiches, Italian food, and salads

be a couple of more opportuni-
ties to support on-campus dining
with two programs Aramark is
trying to implement. Customer
appreciation week with Chik-fil-
a is coming soon and customers
can receive free fries on those
designated days. Starbucks will
also have a BOGO deal, where
customers will be able to buy
one drink and get another free.
At 6 p.m. on Nov. 30, students
will have an opportunity to meet
with representative from Ara-
mark to discuss their upcoming
plans with on-campus dining.

Want to have your event featured in
our Announcements section? Email
your information to Editor-in-Chief
Gabe Burns at gcburns@valdosta.
edu.

Spectator Classifieds

The Spectator prints
free classifieds for current
students of Valdosta State
University only. These must
be no more than 40 words,
or a $18.50 charge will ap-
ply. Classifieds for faculty,
staff, student organizations,
student-owned businesses
and the general public cost
$18.50 for up to 40 words.

Ads should be sent to the
Spectator or delivered to our
office in 1238 Hopper Hall.
The deadline is 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, a week prior. If payment
applies, it should be submit-
ted in a sealed envelope at
the time the ad is placed or
paid via Mastercard, Visa,
Discover or electronic check
online through Aimee Napier,

Advertising Manager. Email
Aimee Napier at Spec_Ad-
vertising@valdosta.edu to
pay online.

Ads must be accompanied
by the name and phone num-
ber of the person submitting
the ad. Students must also
submit their VSU Student ID
number. Ads must be resub-
mitted each week, as neces-
sary.

The Spectator address
is: 1500 N. Patterson St.,
Valdosta, GA 31698. Our
email address is spec_ad-
vertising@valdosta.edu.

The Spectator reserves the
right to reject any classified
ad. All ads are subject to
standard editing procedures.
The Spectator is not respon-

sible for mistakes due to a
submitted error. The catego-
ries for classifieds include:
For Sale, For Rent, Sublease,
Wanted, Roommate, Services,
Personals and Employment.

Room For Rent

1 BD/1 BTH for Rent
$400 in 3 Bdr/2 Bth house
w/pond access on cul-de-
sac off Bemiss Rd. Totally
electric, w/d, full kitchen,
DSL. 2 mths up front (1/
mth dep) Text 229-200-
3061 or email acnapier@
valdosta.edu if you are in-
terested. Must love cats.

vsuSpectator.com
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$495
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Options

A LIFE CHOICE CLINIC
A Life-Affirming Clinic Serving VSU

* Free Pregnancy Testing

¢ Limited Obstetrical Ultrasound
o STI Testing

* Options Counseling

229-506-5017 214 W. Park Ave.
OptionsNow.org  answers@OptionsNow.org

VSU Students Run Your Ad

Here FREE!!!
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Dr. Carvajal speaks with VSU students

The first of three external presidential candidates fielded questions at forum

Kimberly Cannon
Starr WRiTER
kecannon@valdosta.edu

The U.S. presidential election
might be coming to a close, but
who will become the Valdosta
State University president is still
being debated.

One of the candidates for the
VSU presidency is Dr. Richard
Carvajal, who has served as
interim president of Darton State
College and president of Bain-
bridge State College.

Dr. Carvajal was a co-leader in
consolidating two institutions in
Albany, Georgia, and since that
work will be finished by the end
of the year he was able to seek
out the opportunity for presidency
at VSU.

Dr. Carvajal stated that VSU is
the preeminent university in this
region, and he will strive to con-
tinuously better the institution.

“If you’re not excited about
the idea of a continual pursuit of
excellence, if you’re not excited
about somebody who is always
going to challenge you to ask
‘what could better look like?’
then I’'m not your guy,” Dr. Car-
vajal said.

Dr. Carvajal cited the concept
set forth in “Good to Great,” a
book that inspired him.

“An organization should never
say, ‘well, we’re as good as all of
those that are around us therefore

we’re done’,” Dr. Carvajal said.
“The day you say we’ve succeed-
ed, we’re done, the day after that
somebody will pass you.”

Dr. Carvajal said that the path
to excellence will be reached
through communication and
forming a close relationship with
SGA.

Dr. Carvajal explained why he
sought out the presidential posi-
tion at VSU.

After moving to Oklahoma
when he was 11 years old,

Dr. Carvajal faced economic
struggles, living in a 1973 Ford
Thunderbird for a period in his
life. He found a way to attend
college, and he said the experi-
ence changed and saved his life,
which is the reason he works in
higher education today.

“I had some people there [at
college], faculty and administra-
tive leaders, who saw something
in me that I didn’t see in myself,”
Dr. Carvajal said. “What I'm
here [at VSU] for, and why 'm
interested in this, is because this
[university] is so akin to the place
that saved me, and I think we
have an opportunity to help a lot
of people like I was helped years
ago.”

Dr. Carvajal stated that he
has grown to care about South
Georgia.

While he was living in South
Georgia in 2014, Dr. Carvajal
was diagnosed with pancreatic

cancer, and he received numer-
ous get well cards from friends
and strangers around the area.
The cards were taped on a set of
French doors and a wall at home,
the surfaces covered with well
wishes.

“I literally had the love and
support of South Georgia sitting
right behind me, and it connected
me to this place in a way that’s
hard to fathom and to under-
stand,” Dr. Carvajal said.

Dr. Carvajal is cancer free now,
and he said that he learned to
make every day count, and one
of Dr. Caravjal’s favorite days to
make count is graduation day.

“To me, it [graduation] is the
culmination of why we do what
we do,” Dr. Carvajal said.

He plans to work on improving
enrollment as well as retention
and graduation rates at VSU, Dr.
Carvajal stated.

The solution to these issues
will come from thorough com-
munication and participation
from the parties with which the
issues concern, according to Dr.
Carvajal.

“When you have an issue |
expect you to be a part of the so-
lution,” Dr. Carvajal said. “I hope
that folks . . . [will be able to] say,
‘under his leadership we got bet-
ter, but, boy, he involved a lot of
people in that work too.””

Dr. Carvajal’s curriculum vitae
is available on Valdosta.edu.

KSU struggles with registration, parking

Kelsey Dickerson
Covteet LiFe Epimor
kedickerson@valdosta.edu

After registration this semester,
students at Kennesaw State Uni-
versity might graduate late, but it
won’t be their fault.

At the start of registration for
the spring 2017 semester students
at KSU began to realize that there
were not enough sections of some
classes to accommodate everyone,
a fact that will delay graduation
for upperclassmen and some
sophomore students.

“I can never get the classes |
need, and if I do it’s right down
to the very last minute,” Abby
Snyder, a sophomore nursing
major at KSU, said. “IT am put on
the waitlist for a lot of my classes
because of how fast they fill up.

I feel like they should offer more
sections for the classes because
there are always way more people
than there are classes for them to
take.”

Kaityln Lewis, a senior KSU
student and Opinions Editor for
the KSU Sentinel, penned an
opinions piece that appeared on
the paper’s website on Nov. 7
detailing her struggle to get into
a capstone class needed for her to
graduate. More specifically, Lewis
wrote about her almost two-year
struggle to register for a class she
needs to graduate.

“Unfortunately for me, a senior
trying graduate in the summer,
three-fourths of the classes I reg-
istered for next semester are only
offered in one section,” Lewis
said. “I have been especially try-
ing to get into Advanced Media
Writing since I was a second-
semester sophomore.” The class
Lewis needs is only offered in one
section once every semester.

A petition started two weeks
ago on change.org calling for
KSU to expand its class sizes or
the number of classes available
has accrued 2,031 signatures, just
shy of the 2,500 it needs.

In the petition, Kameron Patel,
a sophomore transfer student, ar-
gues that course offerings are also
effecting underclassmen attempt-
ing to meet requirements to join
their college of choice. Patel, who
will apply for the Coles College
of Business, claims that KSU will
have an excess of 307 students
unable to apply for acceptance to
Coles College because they could
not complete the class require-
ments.

Per the 2015-2016 KSU fact-
book, 66 former VSU students
who transferred to KSU could
be in the same boat as Patel. As
of last school year, every college
within KSU conferred less de-
grees than the previous year. With
registration fears this semester it
seems that graduation numbers

look to go down again and there
isn’t a current remedy to the
problem.

“I went to my adviser and there
wasn’t really much they could
do,” Snyder said. “They only told
me to stay on the waitlist and just
wait for a seat to open up in the
class, and if that doesn’t happen
then I am SOL.”

KSU’s classes aren’t the only
thing that’s over-crowded, though.
Earlier this year, enraged students
reached out to Atlanta news outlet
11Alive about the parking situ-
ation on campus. According to
11Alive, about 22,000 KSU stu-
dents have parking permits while
the college itself only provides
14,000 parking spaces.

A struggle with campus parking
is known on campus at VSU as
well. Where last year enrollment
declined by 261 students, VSU’s
parking and transportation reve-
nues increased by $803,896. With
this semester’s enrollment growth,
VSU could be in for the same
“growing pains” KSU has felt if
faculty numbers and resources are
not kept up.

While KSU faculty, students
and staff have participated in
protests regarding recently ap-
pointed president of the university
and Attorney General of Georgia
Samuel Olens, no formal protests
have been formed regarding class
sizes.

Dr. Maples visits VSU

Julia Rodriquez
Opintons Eoior
iIrodriquez@valdosta.edu

Christopher G. Maples, VSU
presidential candidate, answered
student questions in a forum Nov.
14 in the Student Union Theatre
where student and faculty reten-
tion, graduation rates, student
familiarity and many other points
were discussed.

The first question presented
was about concerns with student
and faculty retention. Maples
explained that one way of fix-
ing retention issues is to ensure
students have access to the things
they were promised before com-
ing here.

“There’s often a perception of
this bait and switch, where you
tour campus and see all these
things that are going to happen
and then you try to find them as
students, and they’re not there,”
Maples said.

As far as professor retention
Maples discussed the importance
of communication between the
faculty and himself. Concerns
need to be brought up so they
can be handled and departments
need to be looked at to see what’s
growing, what’s not, and there-
fore how the budget is dispersed.

Furthering the discussion of
retention, Maples addressed the
university’s general need to focus
on the students, and not so much
on recruiting, specifically the
need to focus on getting students
to graduate.

“I think the most important
thing you can do is graduate,”
Maples said. “That’s the ultimate
student success. I would tell you
the worst thing a university can
do is have students come in and
take their money for two or three
or four years and not have them
graduate, have the students accu-
mulate debt, and go away in debt
without a degree.”

Maples suggested the solution
of a “Finish line” scholarship for

students who are very close to
finishing but aren’t quite there yet
and need a little extra money so
they don’t have to drop out and
work or extend their debt.

Then a discussion on how to
keep students from dropping out
due to grades started and Maples
suggested student-to-student
tutoring. With the Student Suc-
cess Center already in existence,
Maples pointed out the issue
would then be getting students to
go and get tutored. He proposed
encouraging faculty to tell strug-
gling students to get the help they
need.

Questions were then brought
up in regard to the president’s
actual involvement with students,
to ensure he is always keep-
ing their best interest in mind.
Maples said he would like to get
to know as many faces on cam-
pus as possible should he become
president. He would go to student
events, make himself available
for conversation and get to know
the community better.

“I’m out and about and I talk
to people,” Maples said. “I have
also used classroom forums to
have a chance to talk to stu-
dents.”

He additionally proposed
switching roles with students
once a semester, allowing indi-
viduals to be president for a day
so they can better understand his

job.

Towards the end of the forum,
a student brought up that VSU
has had a lot of presidents come
and go. The individual wanted to
know if he planned to stay here
should he become president. Ma-
ples said that he not only wants
to stay, but wants to be a presi-
dent that students want to stay.

“People can sit here and prom-
ise they’re going to stay until the
cows come home but that doesn’t
necessarily mean they will,”
Maples said. “My intent is this
is the last place I’ll ever be, so, I
plan to stay.”

Having Trouble?

Not Completely

Sure What a

Research
Entry is ?

Odum Library
Has the Answers!
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* Decipher Citations
* Discover Helpful Search Terms

* Find Required Sources
* Find Better Databases to Search

229.333.7149

Library Chat: http://tinyurl.com/p7Itjlk
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Student seen skating to class on pedastrian mall.

Skateboarding ban shouldn’t exist

Kimberly Cannon
Starr WRITER
kecannon@valdosta.edu

Bicycling is allowed and so
is driving a utility vehicle, but
according to the lone sign at the
end of the pedestrian mall at
Valdosta State University, skate-
boarding is not permitted on the
campus mall.

Despite the no skateboarding
rule, numerous individuals are
spotted skating on the mall.

The lack of visibility of signs
displaying the no skateboarding
rule may be one reason for it be-
ing disregarded.

Matthew Godwin, a freshman
computer science major, said he
was unaware that skateboarding
was not allowed on the pedes-
trian mall.

However, Ted Brown, a
freshman biology major, said
he believed ignorance is not the
reason for the no skateboarding
rule being broken.

“I feel like there shouldn’t be a
[no skateboarding] rule because
it’s going to get disregarded,”
Brown said.

Though it is overlooked, one
main reason for the no skate-
boarding rule may be for safety.

“It [people skateboarding on
the mall] kind of makes me ner-
vous,” said Esmerelda Eichler, a
senior psychology major. “I don’t
want to get hurt.”

However, some students are
indifferent about the presence of
skateboarders.

“It doesn’t really affect me,”
Godwin said, “as long as people
[skateboarders] are considerate.”

Skateboarders should be mind-
ful of their surroundings and
pedestrians, and when that is the
case skateboarding is, arguably,
a safer activity than bicycling.
Fewer accidents occur with
skateboards than with bicycles,
according to National Electronic
Injury Surveillance System data
highlights for 2015.

In 2015, there were ap-
proximately 497,134 bicycle
related injuries, compared to
only 125,145 skateboard related
injuries, according to NEISS.

“I feel like it [skateboarding] is
safe,” Brown said.

Both skateboarding and
cycling are convenient forms of
transportation, which are harm-
less to others and the environ-
ment if used responsibly.

“The reality is that skate-
boards are used every day
by thousands of people, pre-
dominantly youth, not only
for recreational purposes, but
as a convenient, compact and
economical mode of transporta-
tion,” Curt Loch, owner of Elite
Products and Design, said on
recmanagment.com.

“Please don’t penalize all
skateboarders because of a few
isolated incidents,” Loch said
regarding liability and property
damage issues.

Finding joy in exercise, such
as skateboarding, doesn’t seem
like something to discourage,
especially in Georgia where ap-
proximately 30 percent of adults
are obese, according to The State
of Obesity website.

In Tessa Walker’s disserta-
tion research for Portland State

Kimberly Cannnon/ THE SPECTATOR
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Sign warning students.

University, she found that
skateboarding was utilized by
study participants as a fun form
of transportation.

“Focus group participants
elaborated, describing skating
as a way to take ownership or
enjoyment of trips which - espe-
cially as teenagers - sometimes
felt like obligations beyond
their control, such as traveling
to school,” Walker said in her
dissertation Skateboarding as
Transportation: Findings from an
Exploratory Study.

If the no skateboarding rule is
frequently unenforced, the major-
ity of students and property are
unaffected by skateboarding and
skateboarding promotes exercise
in a country that suffers from
inactivity and obesity, then the
rule should not exist.

Breaking through social media

LaDezjah Warrens
Starr WRITER
spec@valdosta.edu

#Imwithher and #makeameri-
cagreatagain are both trending
topics on Facebook and Twitter,
representing the eagerness of the
millennials to run to social media
instead of the voting booth.

This is not to pass judgment,
but rather to invoke a sense of
commitment that today’s youth
appears to lack.

Oftentimes, people find more
comfort behind their computer
screens than they do out in the
world, but #socialmediaislazy.

In George Orwell’s “1984 7,
Winston claims, “if there is hope,
it lies with the proles.” Orwell’s
“proles” are the majority, but are
too distracted by visceral plea-
sures to organize and revolt and
make any significant difference.
The parallelism to today’s youth
is quite astounding; millennials

harbor so much power, yet are
weakened by their obliviousness
to their own potential. In es-
sence, we are strong in numbers

“While we are
quick to post,
share, or like
things online,
it is pertinent
that social media
serves only as a
“diving board”
for our ideals”

and passion, but in drive and
mind set we falter.

While we are quick to post,
share, or like things online, it is

pertinent that social media serves
only as a “diving board” for our
ideals, a platform from which we
spring forth into the water that
is the world beyond the screen;
talking the talk, and walking
the walk, so to speak. It is quite
clear that we must delve further
into the issues that are going on
around us, and actively par-
ticipate in or commit to creating
substantial change if we expect
to make a difference.
Unfortunately, there are chains
that bind us to our technological
devices, and even tighter ones
that link us to social media plat-
forms. So we must break them.
We must check in, literally,
instead of checking out, with
a promise to ourselves to look
deeper, to care more, and to no
longer float aimlessly about,
allowing everyone around us to
make the important decisions for
us. We must strive to be #stron-
gerthantheproles.

Home remedies may not be worth 1t

Shanice Barnes
Starr WRITER
shabarnes@valdosta.edu

Modern medicine was invented
people solely relied on herbal
home remedies to relieve the pain
they were experiencing.

Even though modern medicine
has been proven to be the better
option, some people think that
herbal remedies tend to have less
side effects and tend to be more
cost effective.

Although the cost of healthcare
has plummeted making health-
care more affordable for many
Americans; people still fail to get
their child the vaccination they
may need.

Some parents think that if they
provide their child with herbal
home remedies they become
immune to many diseases. As a
result of parents failing to provide
their child with the proper vac-
cinations many non-vaccinated
children have been exposed to,
and are getting sick from diseases
that haven’t existed for decades.

While home remedies have
been proven quite effective, not
all of them are safe. Many natural
herbs supplements contain plants;
therefore they are not required to
meet the FDA safety and health
regulations. This means that
people don’t actually know what
they’re putting inside of their
body, and may be harming and
causing more damage to their
body than they know of.

Home herbal remedies are

less researched than traditional
medicine. No one really knows
whether or not it is a better alter-
native because of the many mixed
reviews that they receive. Some
say that it helps; while others say
it harms.

So what is the right thing to do?
Do you believe that modern medi-
cine practitioner or the alternative
medicine practitioner?

Many people flock to the idea
of using alternative medicine be-
cause many alternative medicine
physicians advertise a whole-body
treatment, meaning that the body
is not only receiving physical
treatment, but is getting spiritual
treatment as well. But how do
people know if that’s true or not,
if it hasn’t been proven to be ef-
fective?

The safer option may be to use
modern medicine. People may
be skeptical because of the many
side effects that comes along with
it, but at least the side effects are
known before going forth with it.
With herbal remedies the side ef-
fects are unknown. There’s beauty
in the unknowing, but not when it
comes to physical health.

If you are opposed to modern
medicine, consult with a physi-
cian and ask them questions about
alternative medicine. Always get
a second opinion when it comes
to things concerning your health,
and most importantly do your
research. Educate yourself on the
medicine you take. This is your
body and you take care of it the
best way possible.

Stand clear of voter fraud

Bryce Ethridge
Stare WRITER
bjethridge@valdosta.edu

Every year the average person
might hear “The election was
rigged!” Voter fraud is something
that can be ranged from a myth to
a large conspiracy.

According to Ballotpedia, voter
fraud is the illegal interference
with the election process. The
site goes on to report that sources
such as the Heritage Foundation
and the Brennan Center of Justice
have very different views upon
the subject of voter fraud. The
Heritage Foundation believes
that the U.S has had a “long and
unfortunate history” of voter fraud
while the Brennan Center for Jus-
tice believe that the “allegations
simply don’t pan out.”

The site also reports that even if
it’s real, the policies designed to
halt voter results in the hindrance
minorities from voting.

There are quite a few types of
voter fraud which include double
voting, dead voters, felon voter
fraud and voter suppression just
to name a few. Voter fraud such
as double voting, dead voters and
voter suppression are real.

Take a second and
just ask your peers what
they think about vot-
ing. Examples of voter
suppression can be seen
when people say things
like “Tt doesn’t matter if
we vote, it’s all about the
electoral vote anyway”
or “We’re not even the
majority in the country,
so how is our vote going
to even matter.” You even
have people who vote as
a joke when they write in
candidates like Harambe.

Voter suppression can

even be an involuntary suppres-
sion. An example would be like a
college not endorsing students to
fill out an absentee vote if they’re
already registered in a different
county or to re-register in that
county in order to vote there.

According to the Washington
Times, voter cards were sent to
non-registered voters in Penn-
sylvania, some Pennsylvania and
Oklahoma voters voted twice,
and dead voters voted in Colo-
rado. There were even underage
voters in Wisconsin. Counties in
the states of Texas, Indiana and
Kentucky are being investigated
for voter fraud.

It can’t really be said that voter
fraud is a big problem, but the
security at the areas voting takes
places needs to be upgraded. The
fact that dead people are still able
to vote is mind-blowing and begs
the question of what would’ve
happened in the election if all the
cases of voter fraud never took
place.

Politicians should go out into
the community to inform people
on how to vote and then encour-
age to go vote because their vote
does matter. If you think they
don’t, just look at the last election.

MTCcampus
People wait to vote for US President.
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Students fly high at ropes course

The two friends, Ravan Burston and Aaliyah Sample-Britten, take the final step to
the end of the course and prepare to zip-line.

Ravan Burston braves the zip-line and screams in joy as she speeds away from the
rest of the course.

Freshmen Ravan Burston and Aaliyah Sample-Britten prepare to tightrope on the pathway to the zip-

Bryce Ethridge wanted to get rid of their fear of
lining portion of the course. Stare WRITER heights.
bjethridge@valdosta.edu “It was pretty fun,” said fresh-

man and biology major, Ravan
Burston. The rope course contained
four parts to it a climbing net, the
broken bridge, scaling a rope and
zip-lining.

Both Burston and Sample-Britton
said zip-lining was their favorite
part of the course.

“It was a leap of faith,” Aaliyah
Sample-Britten, freshman criminal
justice major, said.

CORE outdoors held it’s last
free tech day of the semester
for students on Nov. 10 from 2
p-m.—7 p.m.

The rope course was a fun chal-
lenge for anyone, even those who

Two student helpers rest on top of the course. The ropes course can be found behind Sustella Parking Jackie Kelly, graduate assistant, watches over the broken major as a silent
Deck in the middle of the surrounding forest. guardian for students atempting the course.

Follow us on Twitter at: “aVi“g Tro“hle?

@Vsuspectator Can’'t Find AnYihing
& On Your Essay Topic?

@vsuspecsports Don’t Know Where To Start?

Check out our website at:
www.vsuspectator.com

Decipher Citations < Discover Helpful Search Terms
Find Required Sources Find Better Databases to Search

Library Chat: http://tinyurl.com/p7Itlk ¢ 229.333.7149
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VSU Volleyball’s season came to an end

last Tuesday in the first round of the
, Gulf South Conference Tournament after
losing to North Alabama. The team won
[ the tournament in 2014, and they were

second runner-ups last year.

DID YOU

Jock Jams

Maggie Davis
Athletic Department
Graduate Assistant

Jacob Chesser.
Football
Quarterback

P-Rex is comprised of many members of the men’s team Nikes. Both teams won the 2016 Swamp Bowil.

VSU flag teams headed to nationals

Nikes looking to repeat as champions after Swamp Bowl

Juston Lewis
Starr WRITER
justlewis@valdosta.edu

After winning the University
of Florida’s Swamp Bowl, VSU
is sending two flag football
teams to the national champion-
ship tournament.

The University of Florida
held its annual National Intra-
mural-Recreational Sports Asso-
ciation Regional Championship
from Nov. 4-6. The tournament
featured teams from Florida and
Georgia competing for a spot in
the national championship tour-
nament that will be hosted at the
University of West Florida in
Pensacola, Florida in January.

VSU sent the Nikes and P-
Rex to the Swamp Bowl. P-Rex
is a co-rec team with male and
female students who scored 182
points in four games, while al-
lowing opponents to score only
25 points.

P-Rex won the championship
game 64-0 over the University
of South Florida. With their
win, they qualified for the na-
tional tournament where they’ll
be competing for the national
co-rec championship in January.

VSU also sent the men’s
defending National Champions
to the Swamp Bowl, and they
had the same result as P-Rex.
The Nikes pulled a come from
behind win to secure their ticket
to Pensacola.

They completed a triple pass
play with less than two minutes
remaining to score a touchdown
and scored again with under a
minute left to play to win the
game.

The Nikes finished first in
scoring with 46.5 points per
game and had a 67-point dif-
ferential in pool play.

Lance Jarriel, captain of both
teams, earned tournament MVP
honors for P-Rex as well as

Swamp Bowl

Maci Fletcher.
Softball
Pitcher

Nikes.

VSU is a perennial power
in flag football. The last time
both the co-rec and men’s teams
were national champions was in

the 2014-2015 season.
The national tournament will
be seeded after pool play in the

Kayla Robles
Soccer.
Defender,

early rounds of the tournament.

“When they go into the
national tournament they’ll
be put into a pool, they’ll be
guaranteed at least two games
of pool play and then they’ll be
seeded out,” Assistant Direc-
tor of Intramural Sports, Drew
Devore, said. “It’ll be based off
of win-loss record. They’ll then
be seeded out into single game
elimination.”

The tournament will be held
January 6-8 on West Florida’s
campus in Pensacola, Florida.

Gaughfilvey,
Football
Linebackaer,

Advising for Spring ‘17 Has Begun!

Get Started Now With
VSU Centralized Advising

VALDOSTA

UNIVERSITY

First Year

Learning Communities

First Year
Advising

First Year

Programs

VSU Centralized Advising

The University Center
Mon-Thurs 8-0:30 pm

Fri 8-3 pm
2793-243-4378
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Playoff
Bound

Darian Harris/THE SPECTATOR

VSU Football punched
its ticket to the play-
offs last Saturday
after routing Shorter
University, 44-0. VSU
honored the military
throughout the game.
It was also senior
night, and many se-
niors got the most
playing time of their
career. The game
served as a warm-up

for the team as they
get ready for the play-
offs for the first time
under Head Coach
Kerwin Bell.
All pictures by Seth Willard except
where noted.
Blazer Stats Leaders:

Darian Harris/THE SPECTATOR
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