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Times Staff Photo

Captain ’Cats

for Valdosta

offensive co-captain, Blake Belue (67)offensive captain, Jeff 
Lee (18) defensive co-captain. Chris Major, who was not 
present, was elected defensive captain. — Tinies Staff Photo.the 1982 squad. Other captains 

Hyder are William Collier (70)

By Earl Fannin O 
Times-Union Sports Writer

Valdosta High football players voted on the 1982 captains at 
the conclusion of spring drills this past week and chose Ricky 
Daniels, 94, as Captain of ’
elected joining Coach Nick

aycross
is first test

Valdosta may be better this year than Waycross 
was last year.

And last year, the Bulldogs were good enough to 
win the Georgia Class AAA state footbaU cham­
pionship.

But Waycross lost most of its 14-1 championship 
team, and opens the ’82 season tonight against Val­
dosta, which is ranked No. 2 in the first Associated 
Press Class AAAA poll. Some folks think the Wild­
cats will wind up the season No. 1 — if they can 
survive the Region 1-AAAA wars.

“This [game] is a super challenge for us,” Way­
cross coach Dale Williams says. “We’ve worked 
pretty hard trying to fill all the gaps, but we won’t 
know whether or not we’re ready to play until Fri­
day night.

“AU^we can do is try to prepare the best we can, 
do the best we can and hope for the best.”

But playing at home — in the not-so-friendly 
confines of Cleveland Field, alias Death VaUey - 
before a crowd of about 12,000, Valdosta will be a 
definite favorite to kick off the year with a victory 
— a win that would end Way cross’ six-game win­
ning streak Waycross is ranked No. 7 in Class 
AAA this w ek.

“Valdost should have a super team,” Williams 
says. “I know their defense is real big and phys­
ical, and they’ve got a lot of experience and quick­
ness.”

Perhaps the biggest key to the 8 p.m. contest 
will be how well Way cross’ young (no starters re­
turn) line handles Valdosta’s two Times-Union Su­
per 11 defensive tackles, 6-foot-2, 252-pound Kenne­
dy Cooper and 6-4, 215 Ricky Daniels.

Since star quarterback Todd Williams grad­
uated, Waycross may depend more on its running 
game this fall, especially since senior tailback Otis 
Mooring is healthy. Mooring (6-0, 180) broke his 
wrist in the second game last year, and then re­
broke it when he tried to make a comeback just 
before the playoffs.

He’s ticketed as a starter tonight ahead of 6-3, 
210 junior James Medlock, who led the Bulldogs 
with 1,126 yards and 18 touchdowns last year.

“Otis didn't get a chance to play last year, so 
he’s hungry,” Williams says. “He’s worked real 
hard in practice. That’s why he’s in that position 
[starting]. James has done petty good, but he just 
hasn’t shown the fight and determination Otis has 
shown. James is a good athlete, but he’ll have to 
work a little harder in practice.”

Of course, Medlock will play, too, especially 
since Mooring will also start at defensive end. 
Mooring and Super 11 tackle Eddie Hill (6-6, 240) 
are the key Bulldog linemen that have the task of 
trying to stop Valdosta’s explosive, but balanced, 
offense.

While Doug Sani is solidly entrenched as Wil­
liams’ replacement at quarterback for the Bull­
dogs, Valdosta will likely use two quarterbacks all 
year. Junior Ted West (5-10, 170) and sophomore 
Berke Holtzclaw (5-11, 160) will split the duties. 
Both are rated better passers than David Parker, 
who threw for 1,254 yards and 10 TDs last year, but 
West is perhaps a better runner than Holtzclaw.

“I like the two-quarterback situation,” Valdosta 
coach Nick Hyder says. “What if something hap­
pens to one like in ’78 [when John Lastinger dislo­
cated his right shoulder in the 14th game and had 
to be replaced by John Bond in the state cham­
pionship game]? Both of our quarterbacks will 
have to come through if we can be in the hunt 
where everybody expects us to be.”

Valdosta is so deep at running back that last 
year's No. 2 ground gainer, fullback Ben Reaves, 
was ’switched to tight end in the spring. Pernell 
Bee, a three-year starter who picked up 382 yards 
last year, is the starting tailback, but the Wildcats 
have plenty of depth in converted flanker Dana 
Brinson and senior Herbet Lowe. And then there’s 
freshman Tony Anderson, who may turn out to be 
the best of the bunch.

The Waycross-Valdosta game (their first meet­
ing since 1973, with Valdosta holding a 32-10-2 
edge) is the highlight of tonight’s schedule, which 
includes 110 games across the state. The season 
actually opened last week with a few games, but 
tonight is the full-scale opener.

Another good game tonight should be Bruns­
wick at Camden County. Both are playoff hope­
fuls, but at different levels. Brunswick is a mem- 

<ber of Region 3-AAAA, which could be as strong as 
the Valdosta-led 1-AAAA, while Camden will try to 
prevent Waycross from winning the Region 1-AAA 
East title this time.
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Polls Mirror Last Year;
Robins 1, Valdosta £

Times Staff Photo

Come On Down
A new ticket window for Valdosta High
otball tickets was opened Monday on North 
iter Street at the Superintendent’s Office, 
veral Valdosta businesses had handled 
ket sales in the past, but Jack Kent, 
lance director, said the tickets could be 
tter handled out of the Superintendent’s 
’ice. The window will be open for sales to 
home and away games Monday through 

iday from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. Season 
kets will be available through Friday for 
s 1982 season. Season tickets are 120 each

can be reserved by calling the

Superintendent’s office. Student tickets for 
all home games will be available at the high 
school, junior high and all elementary 
schools. Student tickets for away games will 
be sold at the new window only. Single 
reserve seat tickets are $4 with general 
admission and end zone seats $3. Student 
tickets are $2. Kent said by selling the tickets 
at the new window the tickets could remain 
on sale at the same location all season. The 
Wildcats open the 1982 season Friday night in 
Cleveland Field against the defending state 
AAA champion Waycross Bulldogs.

V' Um**
ATLANTA (AP) — Aiier 

a perfect season, the 
Georgia AAAA cham­
pionship and the national 
title, Warner Robins starts 
the season at the top of the 
Associated Press’ first 1982 
Georgia high school 
football poll.

Despite coach Bob Davis’ 
protests that “we ain’t 
played a ball game yet,” 
the Demons racked up six 
first place votes and 77 
points from the AP board of 
Georgia sportswriters and 
sportscasters.

Cedartown took the top 
spot in the first AAA poll of 
the young season, with 
R.E. Lee leading the pack 
in AA. Commerce, last 
year’s AA champion, is the 
favorite to take it all in its 
new class A bracket.

At Warner Robins, 
Davis’ Demons will try to 
become the first Georgia 
team to win back-to-back 
AAAA titles since a run­
ning back named William 
Andrews led Thomasville 
to championships in 1973 
and 1974.

“If we had everybody 
back, I’d say yeah (to the 
No. 1 ranking),” Davis 
said. “But we don’t have 
everybody back.

“We’ve got about seven 
starters on defense back, 
but we lost nine starters on 
offense, and we’re 
rebuilding the offense 
completely.”

Davis, like most football 
coaches, won’t admit tc 
finding much comfort in 
the No. 1 ranking.

“You want to be high in 
the poll at the end of the 
year, not the beginning,” 
he said. “Polls are great 
for the fans ... but they’re 
rough on the coaches.”

Returning for Warner 
Robins will be linebacking 
standout Steve Boswell, 
while all-state fullback 
Hank Williams, who rushed 
for more than 1,000 yards 
last year, leads the offense

Ranked second, only five 
points behind the Demons, 
is Valdosta, the recipient of 
two first-place votes. 
Coach Nick Hyder’s 
Wildcats return nine 
defensive starters from the 
squad that gave Warner 
Robins a 17-14 scare in the 
state playoffs last year.

Another pre-season 
favorite, Thomasville, fell 
to sixth after an early 16-13 
upset by Cairo, the new 
season’s sixth-ranked AAA 
team.

Behind Warner Robins 
and Valdosta are Newnan, 
Peachtree, Clarke Central, 
Thomasville, Lakeside, 
Central of Macon, 
Statesboro and Butler.

In AAA, Cedartown 
Coach John Hill said his 
top-ranked Bulldogs 
“ought to be pretty good, if 
we can stay healthy.” The 
AP board agrees, giving 
Cedartown 68 points and 
four first-place ballots.

Points are awarded on a 
scale from first to 10th, 
with 10 points for a No. 1 
vote, nine for second, and 
so on.

The Bulldogs, 11-1 last 
season, are the choice over 
Dalton, who defeated them 
for the region 7-AAA title 
last year. Cedartown 
returns senior quarterback 
Jeff Burger and two im­
pressive linebackers, 
Randy Surrett and Dennis 
Buffington.

Told of his club’s No. 1 
status, Hill replied, 
“Terrific — and I say that

PERNELL BEE 
’Cat Running Back

LEON JOHNSON 
’Cat Noseguard

sarcastically. When you 
start out at the top, there’s 
just one way to go.”

A strong early-season 
pick is third-place Bain­
bridge, 5-5 last year in 
rugged region 1-AAAA but 
competing this year in 
class AAA. The Bearcats 
return 14 starters from last 
season.

Rounding out the AAA 
top 10 are Gainesville, 
Mitchell-Baker, Cairo, 
Waycross, Perry and 
Washington County (tied) 
and Crisp County.

Three of last season’s 
four AA finalists have gone 
to other classes this year, 
while the fourth, sixth­
ranked Greene County, will 
try to rebuild from the loss 
of 17 seniors.

Taking over the top spot 
is R.E. Lee, bringing 14 
starters back to Thomaston 
after last year’s 11-2 
campaign. Eight starters 
are back on offense, as was 
evident in a 47-6 spring rout 
of AAAA Fayette County.

“We lost some good ones 
on defense, but our of­
fensive unit has looked 
pretty good,” said Coach 
Tommy Perdue. “We 
might be No. 50 as far as I 
know.”

The Rebels got three 
first-place votes, as did 
West Rome, which finished 
11 points back. The 
Chieftains return six 
starters each on offense 
and defense from a 9-1 
team last year, including 
top college prospect David 
McCluskey, a 6-2, 215- 
pound fullback-linebacker

Trailing R.E. Lee and 
West Rome are, in order, 
Lincoln County, Mary 
Persons, Vidalia, Greene 
County, Cartersville and 
Oconee County (tied), 
Brooks County and Russell.

In class A, defending AA 
state champ Commerce, 
coming off a 13-1-1 season, 
won the top spot in its new 
classification, edging 
Palmetto.

The Tigers got just two 
first-place votes — 
Palmetto received five — 
but won by three points in 
the overall voting.

“I wish you hadn’t done 
that,” Tigers Coach Ray 
Lamb told the AP. “We’re 
a long ways off. We’re glad 
folks think that much of us 
... but I’d rather be there 
when the season’s over.”

Lamb said the drop to 
class A may not make 
much of a difference.

“I don’t think it’ll help. 
The only game we lost last 
year was to a class A 
school, and that was

Buford (13-6).”
Daniel Ford, a 6-3, 210- 

pound lineman on offense 
and defense, will return for 
the Tigers, as will split end- 
turned-quarterback Hal 
Lamb, the coach’s son and 
a talented senior.

“If we don’t get a lot of 
people hurt, we’ll be all 
right,” coach Lamb said 
“We’ve got a very tough 
schedule this year.”

Palmetto, the 11-2 class A 
North Georgia champion a 
year ago, returns 14 
starters from that team. 
“With a lot of work, this 
team can be better than 
last year’s,” said coach 
Thurston Taylor.

Em anuel County 
Institute took the No. 3 
class A spot, followed by 
Greenville, Buford, a 
three-way tie between 
Bremen, Savannah 
Country Day and Calhoun 
County, Jenkins County 
and Metter.

Here is the first lv82 Associated Press 
Georgia high school football poll of the 
top teams in the four classifications, 
with records for teams that have 
played, their vote point totals and the 
number of first place votes received. 
Voting is by the AP's board of sport 
swriters and sportscasters. Not all 
voters cast ballots for 10 teams in each 
class.
CLASS AAAA

1. Warner Robins, 77,6
2. Valdosta, 72, 2
3. Newnan, 61
4. Peachtree, 39
5 Clarke Central, 32
6. Thomasville, 01, 29
7. Lakeside, 23
8. Central of Macon, 22
9. Statesboro, 16
10. Butler, 15.1
Also receiving votes: Benedictine. 

Coffee, Westside, Glynn Academy, 
Sprayberry, Griffin. Southwest 
DeKalb, Laney, Habersham Central, 
Tift Co., Morrow and Northside of 
Warner Robins.
CLASS AAA

1. Cedartown, 68, 4
2. Dalton, 51
3. Bainbridge, 49,2
4. Gainesville, 47
5. Mitchell-Baker, 42
6. Cairo, 1-0. 40, 2 ,
7 Waycross, 27
8. Tie-Perry, 25
Tie-Washington Co,, 25,1
10. Crisp Co , 17
Also receiving votes Chamblee. 

Collins, Americus, Fulton, Walker, 
Marist, Thomson, North Springs, 
Stephens Co., Carrollton, Woodward 
and Dublin.
CLASS AA

1. R.E. Lee, 72,3
2. West Rome, 61,3
3. Lincoln Co., 58.1
4. Mary Persons, 43
5 Vidalia, 40,1
6. Greene Co., 29,1
7. Tie-Cartersville, 26
Tie Oconee Co., 26
9 Brooks Co., 21
10 . Russell, 16
Also receiving votes: Darlington, 

Harlem, Claxton, College Park, Irwin 
Co., Seminole Co., Dooly Co., Upson, 
Bass, Bleckley Co.
CLASS A

1. Commerce, 64, 2
2. Palmetto, 61, 5
3 E.C.I., 51,1
4. Greenville, 46
5. Buford, 43
6. Tie Bremen, 35
Tie Savannah Country Day, 35
Tie-Calhoun Co., 35

. 9 Jenkins Co., 17
10. Metter, 16
Also nominated Hogansville, 

Douglass Montezuma, Pelham, Clinch 
Co., Trion, Wrens, Warren Co., Wilcox, 
Monticello and Montgomery Co.



Vikings,Wildcats Wrap Up
First Week Of Grid Camps

Bv STEVE CORRIGAN 
Times Staff Writer

With one week under their 
belts, both Valdosta High’s 
Nick Hyder and Lowndes’ Joe 
Wilson are pleased so fax with 
their summer football camps. 
Other than a few scrapes and 
bruises Valdosta has been 
relatively injury free 
Lowndes, on the other hand, 
has had six players sit out of 
practice due to various in­
juries.

Billy Crook is probably the 
most serious Lowndes injury. 
The senior defensive back 
severly sprained an ankle.

Running back Bruce Jones, 
defensive tackle Robert 
Byington and offensive guard 
Don Porter were ham­
pered by shoulder injuries. 
And wide receiver Two Davis 
went out with a knee injury.

“I look for them to be back 
• by Friday,” Wilson said. 
Lowndes takes on Cook 
Friday night at Martin 
Stadium in the Vikings 
season open. ‘‘They always 
get well by game time,” 
Wilson said.

One good note from the 
Wildcat camp. Andrew 
Preston, starting linebacker 
on last year’s team is ex­
pected back at Valdosta’s 
camp at Twin Lakes on 
Monday morning. Preston 
lost ^ver 40 pounds, from 180 
to 137, for some unknown 
reason. Considered one of the

W BaW«^ Pails Simes

SPORTS
top linebackers in the region, 
Preston was taken to three 
different hospitals, but the 
cause of the weight loss was 
never determined.

“They couldn’t find it in 
three hospitals m four months 
time,” Hyder said. “The 
doctors have given him the 
okay to return to camp.”

Wilson said the early 
starting date has not affected 
his team. “We’re pretty well 
along on schedule,” he said. 
“We had a pretty good week. 
Got a lot done. I’ve seen 
better, but I’ve also seen 
worse.”

Wilson said the early 
summer start his Vikings got 
helped with the hurried 
preparation for Cook. “We 
did more in July than we 
usually do. As far as con­
ditioning goes.”

Hyder was also pleased 
with the way his players 
prepared themselves over the 
summer in anticipation of 
camp. “These youngsters 
showed up at camp in con­

dition,” Hyder said. It’s 
probably the best conditioned 
group ive’ve had.”

Lowndes will go back to 
camp Monday morning and 
continue through Tuesday the 
same as it did last week. The 
Vikings will break camp 
Wednesday with the season 
opener Friday.

Wilson is not sure what to 
expect from Cook. He scouted 
the Hornets in the spring, but 
they have a new coach since 
then. Also their probable 
starting quarterback Friday 
did not play during the 
spring. That leaves two 
unknown elements for the 
Viking coaching staff to 
contend with.

Wilson’s small offense line 
was still concerning him 
Saturday, but the offensive 
backfield played well last 
week.

“The offensive line is 
always critical,” Wilson said. 
“They’re real small.

“Randy (Gay, starting 
quarterback) threw the ball
■■■W»»«IWWf*»l 1       —~-' •

exceptionally well. Also his , 
backup, Bob Eason, played ; 
well. |

“Lorenzo Thomas ran the I 
ball better than I expected,” | 
Wilson said.

Offensively, Wilson said, I 
Lowndes will be a better | 
balanced team this year | 
running and throwing the | 
ball. Defense remains a I 
question mark. “We’ve got i 
the talent,” he said.

Returning starters have j 
made camp much easier for z 
Hyder. The only real change 
on offense is at quarterback i
and 10 starters return on j
defense for the Wildcats.

Teddy West and Burke |
Holtzclaw are battling for the 3
starting quarterback spot. S
“That’s the main ad- 3
justment,” Hyder said.

“Overall the defense at this I
point is always ahead,’’ f
Hyder said. “Nobody has ?
polished blocking. It takes a ■
long time to teach blocking.” |

Valdosta returns to camp 
at Twin Lakes Monday | 
morning and will go all week 
like last week. The Wildcats 
break camp Friday with their 
annual picture day slated for 
3.30 that afternoon. Captains 
will also be elected on Friday. 
Picture day is open to the 
public.

Valdosta will have a 
scrimage Friday at 5 p.m. 
which should last an hour.

I he Valdosta Daily T imes. Sun.. Aug. 15. 1982—9-B —



Valdosta Wins Third Straight

"Cat Defense Mites Tornadoes j the end lead with 2:41 left
By DAN CHILDS 

Times Sports Editor 
(Final stats on Page 9)

ALBANY — The Valdosta 
defense didn’t wait very long 
to establish the tempo here 
Friday night at Hugh Mills 
Stadium in the Wildcats’ 35-0 
pounding of Monroe.

In fact, the Valdosta 
defense didn’t do any waiting 
at all in the sub-region 1- 
AAAA North match.

Monroe head coach Willie 
Thomas must have known 
within the first minute of the 
game that his Tornadoes, 
now winless in three starts, 
would be in for a long evening 
against the state’s top-ranked 
Class AAAA football team.

Only 32 seconds had ticked 
off the stadium clock when 
Valdosta linebacker John 
Porter stepped in front of a 
pass from the Tornadoes 
Curtis Marshall on the 
game’s first play from 
scrimmage and sauntered 
into the end zone from 32 
yards out.

It would be that kind of 
nicht for Monroe and Mar­
shall, who finished the game 
with only three completions 
in 11 attempts for 31 yards.

And while the Monroe of­
fense was having trouble 
moving the ball, the Wildcats 
intercepted two passes.

As if Porter’s interception 
return for a touchdown 
wasn’t enough, the other theft 
of a Marshall pass also 
resulted in a TD.

9:55That one came with 
remaining in the first half 
when the Wildcats’ Chris
Major snared a Monroe pass 
at the Valdosta 36-yard-line, 
cut across to the left and blew 
down the sideline to score the 
third of Valdosta’s four 
touchdowns of the first half.

“I think we intimidated 
them a little bit on defense,” 
said Wildcat head coach Nick 
Hyder, whose squad stormed 
to its third victory in as many 
games. “I’d say that Porter’s 
interception on the first play 
was the dominating factor in 
the ball game, as it turned 
out.”

The Monroe attack never 
was able to mount any kind of 
serious threat against a 
Wildcat defense which was 
once again totally in com­
mand of the game. The 
Tornadoes, who would only 
cross into ’Dosta territory on 
one occasion, were held to 
four first downs while 
showing just 42 yards in total 
offense.

The Valdosta attack, 
meanwhile, ground out 13 
first downs with 140 of its 235

total yards coming on the 
ground. Playing in a con­
stant, downpour of rain, the 
Wildcats didn’t attempt to 
execute too much in the way 
of fancy offense, but relied 
largely upon straight-ahead
power.

“I thought that, for the wet

ffljjtMtoJhJaUuBtiwS

SPORTS
weather, we handled the ball 
pretty well,” Hyder said 
“But we were prepared for 
the weather, and we didn’t 
fall apart in it.”

Thirty-seven of the Wild­
cats’ 60 offensive plays were 
on the ground. Fullback Tony 
Anderson did most of the leg 
work, picking up 51 yards on 
14 carries. Sophomore 
quarterback Berke Holtzclaw 
carried seven times for 28 
yards and Dana Brinson had 
14 yards on six attempts, with 
two of those coming on 1-yard 
touchdown runs.

Brinson’s first bolt into the

end zone came at the end of 
the Wildcats’ first offensive 
possession of the night. After 
Porter’s interception return 
for a touchdown gave the 
Wildcats a 6-0 lead, Valdosta 
held the Tornado offense on 
downs and set up on the
Monroe 46.

With quarterback Ted West was there to recover, 
at the throttle, the ’Cats
stayed on the ground, with 
the exception of a 9-yard pass 
to tight end Ben Reaves.

In all, Valdosta used 15 
plays and over six minutes of 
the first-quarter clock, and 
with a fourth-and-goal at the 
one, Brinson plunged over for 
Valdosta’s second TD of the 
night.

Porter’s first PAT attempt 
had failed, so the Wildcats 
attempted the two-point 
conversion and were suc­
cessful on West’s toss to Brad 
Martin to give Valdosta a 14-0

in the
opening period.

After Major’s interception 
return for Valdosta’s third 
touchdown of the game, the 
Wildcats pounced on another 
Monroe miscue, turning it 
into six more points.

The Tornadoes fumbled the 
snap from center at their own 
40 and the ’Cats’ Jerry 
Freeman fell on the ball 4 
yards behind the line of 
scrimmage to put Valdosta in 
business again.

With Holtzclaw at the 
controls this time, the 
Wildcats stalled after losing 2 
yards to the Monroe 38, but 
West’s punt was fumbled at 
the Monroe 11 and Valdosta

From there, it took five 
plays to drive into the end 
zone. The touchdown came 
when Holtzclaw spotted Mark 
Perry and nailed nim with an 
8-yard strike to give the 
Wildcats at 28-0 lead with 4:06 
left in the first half.

Still another Monroe error 
resulted in a Valdosta touch­
down when the Cats Leon 
Johnson recovered a Tornado 
fumble at Monroe’s 18. Five 
plays later, Brinson barreled 
through the left side of the 
Wildcat offensive front to 
close out the scoring.
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fildosta Regains Winning Form
By Times Staff Writer

THOMASVILLE - Both 
the Wildcats and Lady 
Wildcats rebounded with 
victories Friday night as 
Valdosta returned from 
Central of Thomasville with 
two victories.

The Lady Wildcats 
defeated the Lady Yellow 
Jackets 58-43 while the ’Cats 
took the better end of a 71-68 
count. .

The Lady Wildcats im­
proved their record to 10-4 
with the win and the ’Cats 
upped their mark to 9-7.

The Lady Wildcats 
established the tempo of the 
game from the very outset. 
Valdosta jumped on the Lady 
Yellow Jackets with a press 
that forced Central into 
numerous turnovers that 
enabled Valdosta to jump out 
on top with a 19-4 first- 
quarter lead. ,

“We learned from our 
scouting reports that we

aldosta Looking To Break Streak
V

By ELLIS POPE 

Tinies Sports Editor
BAINBRIDGE — When the

Valdosta Wildcats open the
1981 season here tonight at 8 
p.m. against the Bearcats, 
they will be searching for a 
victory.

All football teams look for 
victories but hunting for one 
at Valdosta is unheard of. 
They are usually gathered in 
bunches.

Although the Wildcats 
finished the 1980 season with 
an 11-1 record, it is not one 
head coach Nick Hyder can 
look back on with much 
satisfaction

“Wc have not won our last 
three games,” Hyder said
'We lost the last game of the 

season last year to Lowndes
(for region 1 AAAA
championship), we were tied 
in our Has-Been game in the 
spring and we lost tn 
Waycross in our spring game

“The last three games we 
have not been able io win and 
that is something this football 
team is going to have tn think

Sports Briefs
Valdosta Claims Second

could press them,** said 
Valdosta Head Coach Jo 
Ellis. “Our girls did a terrific 
job with the press and we got 
31 steals because of it.

“Armelua Lewis had a 
good defensive night. She was 
here, there, just all over the 
court.

“And I was pleased to see 
us get on the boards like we 
did. Andrea Roberts led us 
with 11 rebounds, but most 
everyone did a good job of 
rebounding. Not rebounding 
is the reason we got beat 
Tuesday in Moultrie, so I was 
anxious to see how we 
responded against Central.”

After taking a 33-16 lead at 
the half, the Lady Wildcats 
relaxed at the start of the 

' second half and got outscored 
14-10 and Central cut the 
Valdosta lead to 43-30. But 
Valdosta picked the tempo 
back up in the final quarter to 
preserve the win.

about.”
One would expect 

Valdosta’s tradition would be 
enough to break that non­
winning streak and present 
the Wildcats with their first 
victory of the season tonight 
against Bainbridge. The 
Bearcats won only one game 
in 1980 and that was by one 
point over Westover of 
Albany, a team that did not 
win any games. Bainbridge 
also has a new head coach in 
Ralph Jones.

“1 don't understand why 
Jimmy Hightower would 
want io leave Bainbridge,” 
Hyder wondered. “They 
didn't have a good record last 
year, but he was new and 
they had had some problems 
at Bainbridge

But from all our scouting 
reports and what we saw last 
year, they have some fine 
athletes. If their new roach 
can get all that talent to play 
for him, Bainbridge could 
have a fine team.”

Hyder said that he wished 
his Wildcats were in better

SPORTS
JbeBaliioStaMloSimes

Lewis and Veronica Melvin 
led Valdosta’s balanced 
scoring attack with 13 and 12 
points. Bridgett Harrell and 
Roberts were not far behind 
each chipping in 10 points.

The Lady ’Cats registered 
26 field goals but connected 
on only 7-17 from the free 
throw line.

After a sluggish start, the 
Wildcats got cranked up just 
enough to take a one-point 33­
32 lead at the half. The 
Wildcats never lost the lead 
the remainder of the game,

DAVID PARKFu 
Experienred QB 

physical shape to open the 
season.

“We’ve got several players 
with nagging type injuries 
and bruises that might 
prevent them from being full 
speed, but we will just have to

although the Yellow Jackets 
made it close.

Valdosta never led by more 
than seven points in the final 
period and Central managed 
to cut the Wildcat lead to just 
three at the buzzer.

Jerome Berrian led the 
Wildcats in scoring with 25 
points and he also pulled 
down 11 rebounds. Valdosta 
got a big lift from Mark Artis, 
who came off of the bench to 

• score 14 points.
In the “B” team game, the 

Wildcats won their third in a

Deadly Foot 
overlook that,” Hyder said.

But what Hyder cannot 
overlook is that two of rhis 
starting linemen will not see 
action.

Billy Broadfool, a 180 
pound senior offensive guaKd,

row with a 47-31 victory over 
Central. Todd Gamble led the 
scorers with 29 points as 
Valdosta bettered its record 
to 6-2.

Valdosta is scheduled to 
take on Thomasville on the 
road Tuesday. The 
Thomasville girls are 6-8 
while the boys are 12-2.

Tide Stadium Could Grow
TUSCALOOSA. Ala. (AP) 

— A University of Alabama 
committee is studying the 
feasibility of expanding the 
Bryant-Denny football 
stadium from 60,000 seats to 
80.00°. _

University president Dr 
Joab Thomas appointed the 
committee, headed by Roy 
Killingsworth, director of 
physical planning and 
facilities and a professor of 
civil engineering at Alabama.

is still out due to a shoulder 
injury suffered during the 
first week of fall practice.

Also sidelined is all-region 
tight end Edwin Robinson. 
The 6-foot-l, 185-pounder is 
recovering from knee 
surgery and his condition is to 
be based on week-to-week 
progression.

Ben Reaves, a 196-pound 
junior is to start at tight end 
in the place of Robinson. 
Reaves has also worked out 
at quarterback and fullback.

Tony McKinney is to move
in at the 
vacated 
McKinney 
junior who 
see plenty

guard position 
by Broadfoot 
is a 2 impound 
was expected to 
of action before

Broadfoot’s injury.
David Parker returns for 

his senior year at quar 
terback after directing the 
Wildcats into the playoffs last 
year as a junior. Ted West, a 
sophomore backup, has a 
broken thumb, but is ex 
pected to handle the punting 
chores.

Hyder is expecting more

GIRLS 
19 33 43 SB 

4 16 30 43
Valdosta
Central • „

COT (43) — Abrams 19, Thompson
Petray 6, Cleveland 6, Robinson 2, Edwards

Team Totals. Field Goals 19, Free
Throws5of 10, Fouls 14.

VHS (58) — Lewis 13, Melvin 12, Harrell 
10, Roberts 10, Peeler 7, Conaway 4, C. - _ —^_--------- n^.Weatherspoon 2, S. Weatherspoon, 
Person

Team Totals. Field Goals 26, 
Throws 6 of 17, Fouls 15.

Free

FridayKillingsworth said 
the committee will hold its 
first meeting next week and 
will look at several alter­
natives for contruction and
financing.

Robert Wright. the 
university's acting vice 
president for financial af­
fairs, said one possibility of 
raising money would be to 
charge higher prices for 
choice seats.

speed out of his backfield 
than the unit generated in the; 
spring-game loss to 
Waycross Pernell Bee, who 
was not at full speed for the 
spring game, is healthy and is 
at fullback. Frederic Motes, 
one of the fastest players on 
the team, has been moved
from flanker back 
tailback.

If the Wildcat offense 
put the touchdowns on 
board. Valdosta has the

to

can 
the

foot
to get the extra points in 
Keith Sampson.

Valdosta Probable 
Starting Lineup 

OFFENSE
TE Ben Reaves, jr. 196. T Victor 

Way mon, jr 19«l g Joe Wetherington, sr. 
195 c Blake Belue. ir 710. GTony 
/W Kmnoy. ir. 215 1 William Collier, jr 190 
or inr Henry, sr. 160; SE Brad Martin. |r 
i»0 or Rob Mitchell, jr. 152; FLK Mark 
Perry, jr' 155 or Dana Brinson, so. 153; QB 
David Parker, sr. 165; TB Frederic Motes, 
sr 160; FB Pernell Bee, jr 178

DEFENSE
r Oreil Ramsey, ir. 168; T Horace 

Reaufort, sr. U0 or Ricky Daniels, ir. ’BO, 
MG Wil lie Scott, sr. 172; T-Kennedy Cooper, 
jr 725, F Charles Arnold, sr. 184 or James 
Robinson, jr 160; LB Todd. Edwards, sr 
202, Andrew Preston, Jr. 175 or Ty Daven 
port, sr. 175. ( B John Porter, fr 180. Chris 
Major, jr. 160 or Aundra Irvin, so 144; SS 
Derrick Folsorh, fr 155 or Jeff Spivey, jr 
I4O; PS Jeff Lee, ir 160.

From Staff, Wire Reports
The Valdosta High girls’ cross country team organized just 

three weeks ago, captured the Region 1-AAAA championship 
Saturday at Albany Junior College.

Valdosta finished with 24 points followed by Westover, 33, 
and Colquitt County 75. .

The top two teams from each region advance to the state 
meet to be held in Atlanta Nov. 15. The seven-member girls 
team earned the trip, but the boys’ team failed to finish either 
first or second. Howver, Robert Durham finished second 
overall with a time of 16:04 for three miles and will advance to 
the state. The top five individuals also receive invitations to 
the state meet.

Darlene McCormick led the girls’ team with a second place 
finish and a time of 12:58 for two miles behind the winning time 
of 12.39. Veronica Melvin finished third, 13:07; Cindy Cooper 
fourth, 13:16; Kim Gandy seventh, 13:49 and Beverly Wilson 
eighth, 13:56. Karen Ingram and Linda Pitre finished 12 and 14 
respectively.
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Can Packers Withstand ’Cats
By DAN CHILDS 

Times Sports Editor
The way Valdosta head 

coach Nick Hyder sees it, 
there’s not too much you can 
do but prepare yourself the 
best you can, then sit back 
and await the collision.

For Hyder and the Wild­
cats, riding high as the top­
ranked football team in the 
Associated Press Class 
AAAA poll and coming off an

^be^aIMU3aiIu®inw^

SPORTS
awe-inspiring 67-7
bloodletting last Friday 
against Albany, the collision 
comes Friday night at 8 when 
Valdosta bids for its sixth 
victory of the year against 
Colquitt County at Moultrie’s 
Mack Thorpe Stadium.

The Wildcats aren’t likely 
to be a welcome sight for 
Coach Bill McCall’s Packers. 
Colquitt, you see, has been 
having problems enough this 
year without Valdosta 
coming in to further com­
plicate things.

The Packers began the 
season with a 2-0 victory over 
Dougherty, but things have 
slidden since then as they 
have dropped four straight 
games, scoring only nine 
points during that time.

Colquitt’s inability to put 
points on the board in the first 
five games obviously doesn’t

bode well for the Packers, 
who will face a Valdosta team 
that scored touchdowns a 
week ago as though they were 
going at cut-rate prices. 
Hyder, however, insisted he 
expected no such scoring 
bonanza Friday night against 
the Pack.

“Right now, the score’s 0­
0,” Hyder said. “We’ve got to 
play the game in Moultrie, 
and the people up there know 
the score is 0-0.

“Football is a collision 
sport — it’s a controlled 
collision,” he added. “When 
there’s a collision, anything 
can happen. They’ve had 
some problems, but there’s 
always that point where they 
could make something 
happen all of a sudden.”

However, it’s clear that 
judging strictly on the basis 
of what has transpired for the

two teams this year, Colquitt 
stands to suffer the most 
damage from the collision 
with the Wildcats.

Although the Colquitt of­
fense hasn’t proven capable 
of generating too much, the 
play of the defense has been 
respectable for the most part. 
Kirby Stewart, a 220-pound 
senior linebacker, is perhaps 
the top performer for the 
Packer stop team. He could 
prove to be a challenge for 
Wildcat blockers along with a 
strong, beefy defensive front 
that includes Darryl 
Slaughter (204) at middle 
guard, Tony Weaver (193) 
and Stravinsky Harper (234) 
at the tackles and Horace Lee 
and Jim Turner at the ends.

“Their emphasis is on 
defense, and they have a 
tough defensive interior,’’ 
Hyder said.

Sophomore Darrell Fun­
derburk is the Packer 
quarterback. He’s joined in 
the backfield by Willie 
Christopher and Nathaniel 
Lewis. John McCraney is the 
top receiver and is also 
available for duty at quar­
terback should his presence 
be needed there.

Hyder said he’s learned 
from his scouting reports that 
the Packers have been 
plagued by breakdowns of­
fensively, thus the meager 
number of points scored by 
Colauitt. “The word 
‘snakebit’ keeps coming up in 
the scouting reports,” he 
said. “They’ve been able to 
get the ball down the field, 
but they’ve had some rough 
luck when they’ve gotten the 
ball down inside the 10-yard- 
line. They’ve had problems 
with missed blocks and 
assignments and that sort of 
thing.”

Hyder said that Valdosta 
junior halfback Dana 
Brinson, who missed last 
week’s game with Albany due 
to a bruised hip, is still 
questionable for the bout with 
Colquitt. He said Brinson still 
isn’t running at 100 percent 
strength, but that he has been 
working out with the team 
this week.

Impact?

Times Staff Photo

Hyder, ’Cats Set For Colquitt Date

Warner Robins Drops To No, 6.

No Question About It
I Ik- V aldoMa Daily 1 imes. \\ cd.. Vpl. R. I 9R2— I 3—

ATLANTA (AP) — Warner 
Robins, last week’s No. 1 
AAAA team in the Georgia 
[Associated Press high school 
football poll, went down in 
lames against Clarke 
Central and plummeted to 
ixth in this week’s standings.
Another perennially vicious 

south Georgia power, the 
Valdosta Wildcats, moved 
from second to first plac* in 
AAAA after defeatin'- 
Westover 27-6 in weekenu 
(action.

Elsewhere in the polls, 
Cedartown held the lead in 
Class AAA, R E. Lee in Class 
AA and Commerce in Class

Only three new teams, 
Manchester and Pierce 
County in Class AA and

Valdosta High’s No. 1
Pacelli in Class A, were 
added to the chosen few by 
the AP board of sportswriters 
and sportscasters. Dooly 
County and Vidalia in AA and 
Clinch County in Class A 
vanished from the lists.

Clarke Central, 2-0. 
climbed from fifth to second 
place after defeating Warner 
Rebins, 1-1, by a 17-13 score 
Newnan, which was idle over 
the weekend, and Peachtree, 
which shut out Tucker 17-0, 
held steady at third and 
fourth in the AAAA poll.

Central of Macon floated up 
a couple of notches to fifth 
after defeating Mays 27-6. 
Thomasville defeated 
Dougherty 21-6 but still fell 
from sixth into a seventh­
place ^ with Tift County.

A4/M
1. Valdosta, 2-0,106, 8
2. Clarke Central, 2-0,97, 3
3. Newnan, 10, 84
4. Peachtree, 2 0,73
5. Central-Macon, 2 0,53
6 Warner Robi ns, 1 -1, 46
1 Tie-Tift Co.. 1-0. 34 
Tie Thomasville, 1 1,34
9 . Benedictine, 2 0,24
10 Statesboro, 11. 16

Also receiving votes were Baldwin, 
LaGrange, Walton, Coffee, Northside 
Warner Robins, Columbia, Lakeside, 
Sprayberry and Westside.

which defeated Lowndes 23-7 
and moved up one notch.

Benedictine, 2-0, was tied at 
ninth with Statesboro, 1-1, 
last week but held No. 9 alone 
this week after Statesboro 
slipped to No. 10. rounding

AAA
1. Cedartown, 1 0,95, 5
2 Bainbridge, 2-0,90,3
3 Cairo, 3-0, 86, 3
4. Dalton, 1-0,82
5. Gainesville, 2 0. 66
6. Perry, 1-0, 50
7. Crisp CO., 1-0. 39
8 Americus, 2-0, 32
9 Dublin, 2-0, 24
10 Mitchell Baker, 1 I, 13

Also receiving votes were Thomson, 
Washington Co., Carrollton, Northwest 
Whitfield, Camden Co., North Springs, 
Chamblee, Stephens Co. and Waycross

out the AAAA top 10.
In Class A, Emanuel 

County Institute crushed 
Portal 47-16 and moved to
second from a third-place tie 
with Bremen. Jumping to 
third place *from sixth was

AA
1 R E Lee, 10, 106, 7
2. West Rome, 1-0,97. 3
3. Lincoln Co , 2-0, 87, 1
4, Mary Persons, 10,84
5. Claxton, 2 0,52
6. Russell, 2 0,47
7 Cartersville. I 0 1. 27
8. Greene Co., 1 1, 26
9 Manchester, 1-0, 15
10. Pierce Co 2 0, 10

Also receiving votes were Morgan 
Co., Vidalia, Turner Co., Villa Rica, 
Dooly Co., East Rome, Feldwood, 
Washinaton-Wilkes, Seminole Co. and 
Model.

Savannah Country Day. 
which defeated West Har­
deeville. S.C., 46-7 Palmetto, 
No. 2 last week, fell to fifth 
after losing to Class AA 
Russell 18-13.

Rounding out the Class A

. 4
1. Commerce, 2-0,98, 8
2. E C I ,2-0, 83,2
3 Sav. Country Day, 1 0,65
4. Bremen. 2-0, 56
5. Palmetto, 1-1,54
6. Calhoun Co., 2 0, 52
7 Hogansville, 1 0,34
8. Greenville, 0 L 27
9. Metter, 1-1,10
10. Pacelli, 2-0,8
Also receiving votes were Douglass 

Montezuma, Clinch Co. Pelham. 
Buford, Arnold, Adairsville, Atkinson 
Co, Southeast Bulloch, Jefferson, 
Brookstone, West Point, Social Circle 
and Montgomery Co.

top 10 were Bremen at fourth. 
Calhoun County at sixth and 
Hogansville at seventh, 
followed in order by 
Greenville, Metter, and a 
newcomer to the standings. 
Pacelli.

R.E. Lee and West Rome 
were No. 1 and 2 in Class AA 
this week. R.E. Lee was idle 
and West Rome dropped 
Coosa 41-7 in its season 
opener Mary Persons 
defeated Monticello 20-8 but 
still dropped one notch to 
fourth to swap places with 
Lincoln County. Lincoln beat 
Abbeville. S.C., 17-2 to take 
third place.

Cartersville tied Model 0-0 
to drop from fifth place to 
seventh in AA. trading places 
with Claxton, which edged 
Metter 18-15. Dooly County 
had been eighth, but after 
losing to Crisp County 23-0. 
the Bobcats were banished to 
the masses. Vidalia. No. 10 
last week, also was thrown 
out despite defeating

Effingham 
They were 
Manchester

County 21-19 
replaced by 

at ninth and
Pierce County at 10th. Greene 
County advanced from ninth 
to eighth.

Cedartown was tops in1 
Class AAA despite being idle 
for the weekend. Dalton, No 
2 before this week, defeated 
Calhoun 21-14 in its season 
opener but nevertheless fell 
to fourth place. Bainbridge 
defeated Colquitt County 35-9 
and moved from third to 
second. Cairo smashed 
Randolph Clay 56-6 and 
moved from fifth to third.

After Dalton in fourth were, 
in order, Gainesville, Perry. 
Crisp County, Americus 
Dublin and Mitchell-Baker
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Hyder Looking For Scrap

From JFinless Monroe
' By DAN CHILDS 

Tinies Sports Editor
For the second straight 

week Valdosta’s Wildcats will 
travel to Albany’s Hugh Mills 
Stadium. The Wildcats 
handled Westover with ease 
there Saturday night, and 
Valdosta head coach Nick 
Hyder no doubt would savor a 
repeat as his team squares 
off against Monroe.

Hyder, however, isn’t 
talking like he expects his 
‘Cats to waltz back to Dosta 
with something similar to 
their 27-6 win over Westover 
Saturday night. ,

There are a couple of 
reasons for that: For one 
thing, his squad is marked 
with No. 1 ranking among the

state’s Class AAAA teams in 
both wire service polls. That, 
of course, makes Valdosta a 
bigger target for the Tor­
nadoes, who are winless after 
two outings. And, Hyder 
relates, Monroe is one of 
those teams which always 
seems to prove troublesome 
for his team.

Valdosta moved to the top 
of the Associated Press 
football poll this week from 
the No. 2 spot it occupied 
before previously top-ranked 
Warner Robins was felled 
Friday night by Clarke 
Central.

“We’ve been there before, 
so we know people really like 
to hammer on you when 
you’re No. 1,” Hyder said. “I

imagine the ranking fires the 
other team up more than it 
fires us up. It does give us 
some pride, but the kids know 
it doesn’t mean a whole lot 
until you get into the 
playoffs.”

And the tilt with Monroe 
could have a bearing on the 
makeup of the playoffs as it is 
one of the Wildcats’ four Sub­
region 1-AAAA North dates.

“The bullets are flying, so 
you can get wounded in these 
games,” Hyder said of the 
sub-region games. “The 
Westover game was im­
portant for us, but this one is 
25 percent of the playoff 
picture.”

Despite Monroe’s 0-2 mark, 
Hyder said he has no reason

WWiogtaMoSttW

SPORTS
to believe the Tornadoes 
won’t be ready to put up the 
kind of scrap they usually do 
against the ’Cats.

“They sent word down here 
that they’re saving it up for 
us,” he remarked.

“Monroe has always 
played well against us,”

Hyder said. “They do a good 
job on defense, and they’ve 
got good athletes, a lot of 
track-types and basketball­
types that are always tough 
players.”

Of particular concern to 
Hyder are quarterback 
Curtis Marshall and running

back Maverick McKinney.
“Marshall’s throwing is a 

big concern,” Hyder said. 
“The scouting report doesn’t 
show him running that much 
— he’s more of a straight 
dropback and rollout passer. 
He’s got a quick release and 
he’s very accurate.”

McKinney shoulders much 
of the responsibility of the 
running attack. McKinney, 
who also starts as a 
linebacker on the Tornado 
defense, is a 200-pound power 
runner who Hyder said 
reminded him of Tift County 
fullback Terry Revels, who 
punched through the 
Lowndes defense last Friday 
night for 187yards.

Other standouts on the

Monroe offense include tight 
end Dexter Noird, a 6-foot-3, 
225-pound player who doubles 
as a tackle on defense and 
offensive and defensive 
tackle Ameche Sims, a 215- 
pounder. '

Hyder said he expects to 
get a variety of looks from the 
Monroe offense. “They run 
12-14 different sets,” he said. 
“I’m sure that’s to gain some 
kind of passing advantage.”

Defensively, Hyder said 
he’s not too sure of what to 
expect from the Tornadoes, 
since they’ve changed their 
basic alignments in both of 
their games so far this 
season.

“It’s hard to tell what 
they’ll try to do defensively,”

he said.- ___  “They had a senior
defense last year, but they’ve
got about five players on this 
year’s defense who helped 
carry the load last year.”

Monroe comes into the 
game with Valdosta in search 
of its first win. The Tornadoes 
dropped their opener to 
Lowndes, 7-0 in overtime (“It 
speaks well of their defense 
that they could hold Lowndes 
to one touchdown,” Hyder 
said.) before losing last week 
in a 7-6 decision against 
Northside of Warner Robins.

The Wildcats have rolled in 
both of their two games, 
mauling Waycross 42-14 in 
the. season opener before 
stopping Westover last week.
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Vikes Ready For ’Cat Fight

VHS Set For Emotional Battle

’Cat Cross Country Team Begins Tradition

57 points in tl

outstanding per-her usual

The Valdosta girls recorded 
:ne eight-team

By STEVE CORRIGAN 
Times Staff Writer

County and Colquitt County. 
The meet begins Saturday at 
10a.m.

team is coming off a third- 
place finish last Saturday at 
the Brooks County 
Invitational meet in Quitman.

The Lowndes- Valdosta Classic

Valdosta's Tony Anderson Has Been A Fantastic Freshman

The Lowndes High Vi­
kings worked two hours in 
full gear Monday afternoon in 
anticipation of their annual 
confrontation with cross-town 
rival Valdosta Friday night 
at Cleveland Field.

The Vikings are coming off 
a 27-19 loss to Westover last 
Friday in a crucial 1-AAAA 
South Sub-region showdown. 
The win assured Westover a 
spot in the region playoffs. 
Lowndes, which was gunning 
for playoff berth, now has to 
defeat Thomasville in the last 
game of the season to qualify.

Lowndes split time between 
viewing films of the Westover 
game and the Wildcats on 
film, practicing fun­
damentals, and running plays 
against the Valdosta defense.

Viking coach Joe Wilson 
was concerned with three 
areas of the Lowndes team 
after the Friday loss that

By Times Staff Writer
The Valdosta High School 

cross country teams will 
initiate this weekend what 
Wildcat girls cross country 
coach Dick Sturtevant hopes 
will become a fixture in 
future years.

The event is the Win­
nersville Classic, a cross 
country meet at the Valdosta 
course that will involve 
teams from Lowndes, Brooks

dropped the Vikes to 5-2 on 
the year. Blocking assign­
ments, missed tackles and 
overthrown passes were all 
worked on Monday.

The Vikings are looking to

By KEVIN PRICE 
Times Staff Writer

The Valdosta High Wildcats are getting 
down to business for Friday’s showdown 
with cross-town rival Lowndes High. This 
rivalry is as heated as any in the country.

Coach Nick Hyder knows the game will be 
filled with emotion. “It is an emotional 
game, but we would rather have our kids 
aggressive as opposed to cautious,” Hyder 
said. .

Hyder also realizes that coaching will play 
an important part in Friday’s game. “I have 
great respect for Coach (Joe) Wilson. He is 
the dean of coaches in the region,” Hyder 
said.

“He knows everybody and he can compare

“We’re hoping this meet 
will become a tradition and 
one of the big events during 
Winnersville Classic week 
each year,” Sturtevant said. 
“Hopefully, by next year, 
we’ll be able to get the field to 
up around 10 teams.”

Sturtevant’s VHS girls

avenge a loss to Valdosta last 
year. But Wilson realizes it 
will take a super effort by his 
team to hope to break the 
Wildcat win streak that has 
now reached seven games

meet, 19 points behind first- 
place Colquitt. Whigham 
finished the meet nine points 
off the winning pace.

The Valdosta boys, 
neanwhile, took a seventh 

place finish in the boys 10-

and earned them the top spot 
in the state prep poll for the 
last five weeks.

“What else can be said 
about the Wildcats,” Wilson 
said. “They’re big, fast,

teams to find out things about you,” Hyder 
added. “Wilson gives them an advantage.”

While each team presents Hyder with a 
different problem, Lowndes will bring the 
best passing attack in the region to 
Cleveland Field Friday night. “(Randy) Gay 
leads the region in several catagories and 
they have a leading receiver in Carl 
Parker,” Hyder said.

Hyder knows Lowndes has a solid defense 
as well. “Their defensive line is very good, 
and (Calvin) Orr is near or leading the 
region in pass interceptions,” Hyder said.

The Wildcats worked on pass rush and 
pass defense Monday in preparation for what 
could turn out to be an aerial assault from 
the Vikings.

team meet. Westover took top 
honors, followed by Colquitt 
and Thomasville. The 
Lowndes squad closed the 
meet in ninth place.

Ervin Bailey turned in the 
best finish of the day among 
the Valdosta boys with a 
second-place finish.

For the Valdosta girls, 
Darlene McCormick staged

quick, mature and well- 
coached. It’s the best football 
talent Valdosta has ever 
had.”

Wilson went on to cite the 
entire program from their 
stable of running backs to 
their coaching staff. “You’ve 
got to respect the people 
behind the Valdosta 
proram,” he said. “They’re 
going to do what’s necessary 
to have a successful 
program

“They’ll spare no money, 
work or feelings to have the 
No. 1 program in the coun­
try.”

In the latest poll of the top 
high schools in the nation by 
USA Today newspaper, 
Valdosta is ranked No. 2 
behind Cincinatti Moeller.

The ’Cats are coming off a 
17-14 last second win over 
Dougherty last Friday. 
Kicker John Porter had to 
boot a 29-yard field goal with 
25 seconds remaining to lift 
the ’Cats.

formance with a 12:37 for the 
best time of the meet in girls 
competition. Lisa Ervin and 
Stephanie Witherspoon came 
in eighth and ninth respec­
tively, and Melanie Skiles 
took a 17th-place finish while 
Juliette Purvis was 33rd.

The VHS girls were running 
without the services of No. 2 
runner Carrie Oliver, who 
was sidelined with a knee 
injury.
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j Valdosta knocks off
rival Lowndes 22-0
More Georgia prep football coverage on 

page D 3.
By Daryl Bell 

Times-Union Sports Writer

VALDOSTA, Ga. - Valdosta High, like 
it has done so many times in the past, 
overcame a stiff challenge to emerge vic­
torious last night.

This time the Wildcats (8-0) went to 
work on crosstown rival Lowndes to post 
22-0 non sub-region victory at Cleveland 
Field, a victory the Wildcats truly had to 
earn.

Leading 2-0 at the half, Valdosta took ad­
vantage of Lowndes’ inablity to move the 
ball and turned a turnover into the game’s 
first touchdown late in the third quarter.

The first touchdown of the game came 
with 3:18 left in the third quarter when 
Lowndes quarterback Randy Gay threw a 
perfect spiral to Valdosta linebacker John 
Porter, who promptly turned the miscue 
into a 55-yard return. Porter’s added the 
extra point to put Valdosta ahead 9-0.

Gay had a miserable evening, complet­
ing only 18 of 36 passes for 227 yards with 
three interceptions, two of which were re­
corded junior defensive lineman Leon 
Johnson. Gay was not the only Viking in­
flicted with interceptions as sophomore 
quarterback Bobby Deason and running­
back Gerald Mitchell both lofted turn­
overs.

Dana Brinson scored on a 31-yard pass 
from quarterback Ted West with 25 sec­
onds left in the quarter, and Porter’s kick 
gave Valdosta a 16-0 cushion heading into 
the fourth quarter. By then the sellout 
crowd of 12,000 was beginning to file out.

Times-Union Super 11 cornerback Chris 
Major joined in the festivities in the fourth 
quarter when he intercepted Mitchell’s 
only pass of the evening, a halfback option 
for 55 yards and a touchdown with 37 sec­
onds left. The kick was no good, but Vai-

*&®w^^

Crosstown Spirit
asValdosta and Lowndes high schools held their respective 

pep rallies Thursday night in preparation for the classic 
Valdosta Wildcat-Lowndes Viking football contest at 
Cleveland Field. At left, VHS Touchdown Club President

him. At right. Viking Defensive tackle Robert Byington 
gives a pep talk effective enough to make Plowboy

Mi

cheerleaders shout tidings of victory. Both pep rallies were 
held at or near the schools' respective football stadiums. 
The game gets underway at 8 p.m. tonight and is the main 
attraction of the week-long Winnersville Classic.

Bobby Greene gets fans into the winning spirit 
cheerleaders and a wreath sent by Lowndes stand behind

Oth IS, J ^ ""“^Photo.

WK

till

Lowndes 
Valdosta 2 0 13 7—22

V—Safety Gay intentional grounding in end zone 
V—Porter 48 run with interception (Porter kick) 
V—Brinson 30 pass from West (Porter kick) 
v—Moior 55 run with interception (kick blocked)

dosta still had a big vivtory.
The Wildcats, who are ranked No. 1 in 

Ae state and No. 2 in the nation according
wsome on defense,

uni, to
The best that the Vikings vj .. uo was a 

third-and-goal situation from the nine-yard 
line in the third quarter. With 2:29 to go, 
Gay dropped back in the pocket and threw 
the ball to Derek Folsom for a turnover. 
That was the only legitimate threat of the 
game by the Vikings.

As defensive struggles go, the first half 
was a gem, with neither team budging. 
Valdosta scored with 6:43 to go in the first 
quarter when Lowndes center Steve Keb- 
ler hiked the ball over Gay’s head on 
Lowndes’ first offensive series of the night. 
Facing a second-and-10 situation on his 19, 
Gay dropped back to the shotgun. Unfortu­
nately, Kebler misfired and the ball rolled 
all the way to the end zone. Gay downed 
the ball in the end zone for the safety.

The scoring saved Valdosta from em­
barrassment after the Wildcats had 
marched the ball from their own 20 to the 
Lowndes 12-yard line, only to come away 
empty handed.

The rest of the way was just bumping 
and grinding as both teams tried to gener­
ate offense.

Valdosta’s defense, which has played 
spectacularly all season long, intercepted 
Gay twice in the first half but the Wildcats 
could never do anything offensively, de­
spite the fact they were able to get across 
midfield very easily.

—Bo Rader/Staff

’ Valdosta High School quarterback with Lowndes County, only to run 
; Ted West attempted to run a sweep head on into the Lowndes defense, 

in the first half of last night’s game Valdosta won 22-0.
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Wildcats Make Feast
The Valdosta Daily Tinto. Sat.. Oct. 16. 1982— 9—

Of Viking Turnovers

By DAN CHILDS 
Times Sports Editor

It was just one play, but it 
told the story of Lowndes’ 22-0 
loss to Valdosta Friday night 
at Cleveland Field.

The Vikings were third- 
and-goal at the Valdosta 8- 
yard line. They had taken the 
opening kickoff in the second 
half and, trailing 2-0, driven 
from their own 21 in 12 plays. 
They had the opportunity to 
take control of the game.

STATISTICS
Valdosta Lowndes 

First Downs 14 19 
Yards Rushing 195 5 
Yards Passing 78 123 
Passes 16-5-1 52-21-7 
Fumbles Lost 1 0 
Punting 5-37.6 1-37 
Penalties 9-79 3-35

Lowndes quarterback 
Randy Gay took the snap, 
looked to his left for wide 
receiver Carl Parker angling 
into the end zone and let the 
ball fly. For a split second, as 
Gay’s pass spiraled toward 
the Wildcat end zone, it ap­
peared that the Vikings mignt 
take command But 
something happened in that 
split second.

Valdosta defensive back 
Derrick Folsom got between 
Parker and the pass from 
Gay and snatched the ball 
away, stopping Lowndes’ bid 
to get a hold on a tight game 
against its archrival and 
cross-county neighbor.

Folsom’s interception was 
one of seven the Wildcats 
would claim. The pass from 
Gay was one of 52 the Vikings 
would put into the air.

That was the story of the 
night as Valdosta bettered its 
mark on the year to 8-0, en­
trenched itself more firmly 
as the top-ranked team 
among the state’s Class 
AAAA teams and took a 15-3 
lead in the intra-county 
rivalry.

Take' away the in­
terceptions, and the outcome 
could have been altogether

®be tlaliioslaBail, Birney

SPORTS
different.

Although the Viking run­
ning game was limited to only 
5 yards by the stout Valdosta 
defense, the passing attack 
clicked often enough to gain 
123 yards and outdo Valdosta 
in first downs, 19-14. But the 
interceptions killed the 
Vikings.

With the exception of a 
safety that gave Valdosta a 2­
0 halftime lead, all the 
Wildcats' points were the 
result of interceptions.

“We beat ourselves,” 
lamented a dejected Joe 
Wilson, whose squad dropoed 
to 5-3 on the year. “We had to 
pass too much. We couldn’t 
make an inch running the 
ball.”

If the Vikes beat them­
selves, they had some help 
from Wildcat linebacker John 
Porter and the rest of the 
Valdosta defense which 
helped themselves to five of 
Gay’s passes, one of Bobby 
Eason’s and another by 
Gerald Mitchell.

Valdosta’s opportunistic 
behavior on defense came in 
most handy against an 
aroused Lowndes defense 
which held the ’Cats to one 
touchdown. “They’ve always 
played tough defense against 
us,” said Valdosta offensive 
lineman Blake Belue. “But I 
think they were more 
physical tonight than we had 
thought they would be.”

The Wildcat offense had 
taken the ball after the

opening kickoff and had 
driven deep into Viking 
territory, but quarterback 
Ted West was sacked at the 
Lowndes 19 on fourth down 
for a 7-yard loss.

Lowndes took over, but on 
the second play, wth Gay 
back in shotgun formation, 
the snap sailed over his head 
and into the end zone. Gay 
retrieved the ball under 
heavy pressure from Vald­
osta in the end zone and was 
flagged for intentional 
grounding when he tried to 
unload a desperation pass.

Neither team could 
generate any momentum 
throughout the remainder of 
the first half. Lowndes moved 
the ball well at times, driving 
to the Valdosta 20 midway 
through the second quarter 
before Leon Johnson in­
tercepted a Gay pass.

On Lowndes’ following 
possession, Gay was in­
tercepted again, this one 
coming when Porter snared 
one at the Wildcat 43. The 
Wildcats took over with 6:18 
left to play in the first half 
and drove to the Lowndes 5, 
but on a fourth-and-goal 
Pernell Bee fumbled the ball 
away and Lowndes ran the 
clock out deep in its own 
territory.

The Vikings could have 
taken the lead, and perhaps 
the momentum, on their 
drive to open the second half 
before Folsom made his 
timely interception.

On its next possession,

Lowndes again got in trouble 
when Gay’s pass for Mitchell 
was grabbed by Porter at the 
Valdosta 45. Porter simply 
stepped in front of Mitchell, 
hauled in the pass and 
strolled down the left sideline 
and went stading into the end 
zone. Porter tacked on the 
first of two PAT’s to give the 
Wildcats a 9-0 lead with 3:18 
remaining in the third 
quarter.

Valdosta head coach Nick 
Hyder still wasn’t breathing 
any easier at that point, but 
he began to feel that the ’Cats 
might be getting a grip on the 
game moments later.

score By Quarters
1 2 3 4 Final 

Valdosta 2 0 14 6—22
Lowndes 0 0 0 — 0

Scoring: VHS: safety (LHS called for 
intentional grounding In end zone).

VHS: Porter, 55 yd interception,returr 
(Porter PAT)

VHS: Brinson 31 yd pass from West 
(Porter PAT)

VHS: Major 55 yd interception return 
(PAT blocked)

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing: VSH: Anderson 17 61, Bee 8 77, 

Brinson 11-48. LHS: Thomas 7 21, Jones 2 
minus2. Gay 7 minus9, Eason 1 minus 5.

Passing: VHS: West 12 5-0-78, Holtzclaw 
3-010, Bee 1-0-0.

LHS: Gay 44-18-5 196, Eason 3-0-1 0, 
Parker 3-2-026, Vickery 11-0 1, Mitchell 10­
10.

Pass Receiving: VHS: Reaves 1 15, Beel 
minus 5, Mitchell 3-37, Brinson 1-31. LHS: 
Parker 6-91, Mitchell 7-61, Cain5-54,

Punt Returns: LHS: Thomas 1-16, Davis 
1-1

Kickoffs Returns: LHS: Parker 2-30; 
Davis, 1-12, Mitchell 1-15.

Defense (Number of Tackles): VHS: 
Robinson 6. Major 3; Irvin 5; Robinson 2; 
Cooper 7; Porter 8; Spivey 6; Abney 6; 
Wakefield 4; Lee 3; Johnson 4; Daniels 5;
Williams3; Folsom2; Ramsey 1, Lewis 1.

LHS: George 1, Giddens 7, Goisier 6; 
Culpepper 5; Register 14; Davis 10; Orr 7; 
Byington 9; Statum 4; Hancock 7, Newham 
4, Crook 6, Cain 1; Newton 4; Wright 1; 
Hubbard 1, B. Davis 1.

Interception Returns: VHS: Johnson 1-8, 
Porter 2-60, Folsom 1-1, Lee 1-28, Spivey 10, 
Major 1-55.

LHS: Culpepper 1-0.

Once again, a Viking drive 
was stopped on an in­
terception, this one by Jeff 
Lee, who returned the ball 
from the Valdosta 44 to the 
Lowndes 30.

Tony Anderson lost a yard 
on the first play, but on 
■^M&sBB^^MMK&iii^^

ConA Qn 6<xck



Times Staff Photo By Robert winter 111

second down West, who ended 
the game with five com­
pletions in 12 attempts for 78 
yards, connected with Dana 
Brinson for a touchdown 25 
seconds before the game 
entered the fourth quarter, 
putting the ’Cats out in front 
16-0.

Cat Quarterback Ted West Turns Corner On Lowndes Defense
“I felt like that touchdown 

shifted the momentum,1’ 
Hyder said.

Any hopes Lowndes still had 
at that point probably 
vanished early in the final 
period when the Vikings 
faked a punt at the Wildcat 34 
on fourth down. Phillip

Vickery, back in punt for­
mation threw to Two Davis, 
but the play gained only a 
yard, 9 yards short of its 
destination.

The scoring ended ap­
propriately enough with 37 
seconds left to play when 
Wildcat defensive back Chris

Major picked off yet another 
interception and displayed 
some fancy broken field 
running that resulted in a 55- 
yard return for a touchdown.

“When we lose, it’s always 
discouraging,” Wilson said. 
“When we lose to them, it’s 
double discouraging.”



Big-time 
dreams
at Valdosta

Freshman Tony Anderson 
growing up fast for ’Cats

By Daryl Bell 
Times-Union Sports Writer

VALDOSTA, Ga. — The dream had become
deeply embedded in his mind that at times it began 
to haunt him like a nightmare. In every recurring 
segment, he would see the colors black and gold 
flash before them as if it held some cryptic mes­
sage.

The dream was to become a Valdosta High Wild 
cat and Tony Anderson wanted so badly for it to 
become a reality that he’d invent critical situations 
for himself.

It would be fourth-and-goal from the one with 
0:01 remaining and Valdosta needing a touchdown 
to win. He’d break from the huddle, then go into his 
three-quarter stance as the quarterback called the 
signals. On cue, he’d receive the handoff and pro­
ceed into the pile, scoring the winning touchdown.

The dream never changed.
In Valdosta, playing for Valdosta High means 

more than hitting a grand slam with two out in the 
bottom of the ninth. It means more than hitting the 
winning free throws in an overtime basketball 
game. Playing football for Valdosta means being 
part of a tradition whose legacy continues to grow.

“I can remember going to the games and want­
ing to be a Wildcat,” said Anderson. “I wanted to 
wear the black and gold [Valdosta’s colors]. I want­
ed to be part of Wildcat pride. It was something I 
had grown up with and wanted to be. I had a 
chance to go to Lowndes but I wanted to go to Val­
dosta. I had to be a member of the Wildcats.”

Anderson’s dreams have become reality. He is a 
member of the Valdosta High football team. But 
even he didn’t imagine the dream to be as good as 
it has been.

Every year, its seems there are comparisons 
made of players past and present. Every year 
there is one player who is singled out for praise. As 
a freshman, Tony Anderson is already facing those 
comparisons.

There are those who have projected him to be 
the next Herschel Walker, who as a prep star at 
Johnson County High broke just about every rush­
ing record the state had to offer. Anderson hasn’t 
reached that level, but there are those who feel he 
is only a step away from the top.

He leads Valdosta in rushing with 488 yards on 90 
carries and touchdowns with eight. He is a part­
time starter who, against Albany, carried the ball 
11 times for 150 yards and four touchdowns. He’s a 
bundle of talent that is just waiting to be refined.

“It doesn’t bother me when people say I’m the 
next Herschel Walker. In fact, I look at it as an 
honor because he is so good,” said Anderson. “I 
still have a lot that I have to leam. I have a lot of 
improving yet to do. If I get to that point, maybe 
then TH be in the same class as Herschel. He’s 
something to aim for ”

Anderson looks as if he could play without pads. 
/A.6-0,192 pounds and still growing, he already has 
an 'impressive physique.

On the field, Anderson can either scurry around 
opponents or run right through them. He blocks 
better than many linemen, and he has plenty of 
speed.

“I liked him when I first saw him as a seventh 
grader,” said Valdosta coach Nick Hyder. “He has
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Valdosta High’s Tony Anderson is only a 
freshman, but he leads the No. 1-ranked

Wildcats with 480 yards on 99 carries — and 
he is only a part-time starter.

all the tools and can go as far as he wants to. It’s 
completely up to him. What impresses me the most 
about him is his cutting ability.

“Most players lose a step when they cut to either 
side. They have to take a few steps to get them­
selves back to full speed. Tony just goes straight 
ahead and cuts at full speed. The ability to do that 
alone gets him the extra yards he gets.”

Despite scoring 32 times during his junior high 
career, there were those who doubted him. It got 
so bad that he made a worse mistake than fum­
bling; he began to doubt himself.

“I really didn’t expect to be playing as well as I 
have been,” said Anderson. “I knew that I could 
play but I was beginning to wonder whether I could 
play as well at the high school level I was kind of 
worried about having to prove myself. I think I 
have proven myself to them, but there are things 
that I have yet to prove to myself.”

Underneath his uniform, Anderson wears a gold 
T-Shirt with “Thunder and Lightning Inc.” in­
scribed in big black letters. That’s what the Valdos­
ta backfield refers to itself as. and Anderson dis­
plays it proudly before a game. He considers it a 
sign of solidarity. The new-found notoriety has not

changed him a bit. He’s still a team player.
“He gets nervous a little bit before a game but 

that’s because he’s so hyped up for it to start,” said 
senior fullback Dana Brinson, his closest friend on 
the team. “He’s just like everbody else, excited but 
by the time the game starts, he’s not nervous any­
more.

“In the beginning of the season, I wondered 
whether everyone would get an opportunity to car­
ry the ball We had a lot of people capable of carry­
ing the ball. But Pernell [Bee. a senior running 
back], Tony, and myself have seen the ball enough. 
We’re all trying to obtain the same thing, a state 
championship.

Anderson is still adjusting to the high school 
game.

“I’m still not used to everyone asking me ques­
tions about playing,” he said. “I couldn’t have done 
anything without the help of my teammates and 
coaches. They’re the ones who have pushed me. 
Without them, I’m no different than anybody else.”

Tony Anderson is still a dreamer. The last seg­
ment of his adventure is supposed to take him to 
the state championship. He won’t get a good night’s 
sleep until that dream becomes a reality.
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Valdosta Still On Top In Cl
ATLANTA (AP) — For the

first time all year, a high 
school football team — the 
Cedartown Bulldogs — is a 
unanimous choice for No. 1 in 
the Associated Press 
rankings.

Cedartown, tied for first 
with Perry in class AAA last 
week, advanced to a perfect 
showing and sole possession 
of No. 1 with a 49-6 romp over 
Chattooga Perry crashed 
with a 27-20 loss to Dublin.

Valdosta, Cedartown, R E. 
Leo and Metter repeated at 
No 1 ir the ninth week of the 
poll. Valdosta, 8-0, led the 
Ar, A A rankings for the

Class AAAA
1. Valdosta, 8-0,98,9
2. Clarke Central, 7-0,90, 1
3. Peachtree, 7 0,74
4. Coffee, 6-0,64
5. Benedictine, 7-0,54
6. Westside, 7-0, 49
7. Walton, 7-0,37
8. Cedar Shoals, 6-1, 36 '
9. Warner Robins, 5-2, 21 
10. Campbell of Smyrna, 6-1, 6 
Also receiving votes. Tift Co.,

LaGrange, Northside of Warner 
Robins, Baldwin, Laney, Cherokee, 
Riverdale, Central of Macon and 
Westover.

seventh straight week with 98 
voting points and nine votes 
for first after a 22-0 victory 
over Lowndes.

Class AAA
1. Cedartown, 7-0,100,10
2. Cairo, 7-1,82
3. Mitchell-Baker, 6-1,67
4. Carrollton, 7-0,64
5. Stephens Co., 6-0, 56
6. Americus, 6 1, 44
7. Bainbridge, 6-1,37
8. Perry, 6-1, 30
9. Dublin, 6-1, 24
10. Tie George, 6 0, 15 .
Tie-Gainesville, 6-1,15

Also receiving votes. Madison Co , 
Camden Co., Glenn Hills, Chamblee, 
Washington Co. and Dalton.

Clarke Central, 7-0, picked 
up the remaining first place 
vote and 90 points after a 38-7 
victory over Forsyth County.

ass AAAA Rankings
Class AA

1. R E. Lee, 70,97,7
2. West Rome, 7-0,90,2
3. Lincoln Co., 7-0,80,1
4. Pierce Co., 7-0,71
5. Cartersville, 6-0-1,53
6. Manchester, 6-1,45
7. Washington-Wilkes, 6-1,34
8. Claxton, 6-1, 27
9. Turner Co., 6 1,17
10. Feldwood, 6-1,14

Also receiving votes: Model, East 
Rome, Morgan Co., Mary Persons 
Russell, Vidalia and Fulton

Voting is by the AP’s board 
of Georgia sportswriters and 
sportscasters, with 10 points 
awarded for each first place

Class A
1. Metter, 6-1,97,8
2. Palmetto, 7-1,82,1
3. E.C.I.,6-1, 78
4. Bremen, 5-1,65,1
5. /Montgomery Co., 6-0-1,49
6. Commerce, 5-2, 36
7. Greenville, 5-2,34
8. Jefferson, 6-1-1, 33
9. Atkinson Co., 6-2,12
10. Pelham, 6-2,11
Also receiving votes; Southeast 

Bulloch, Calhoun Co., Wilcox Co., 
Jenkins Co., Wrens, West point, 
Hogansville, Adairsville and 
Brookstone.

vote, nine for second and so' 
on. Not all board members 
cast ballots this week for 10 
teams in all four classes.

Behind Valdosta and 
Clarke Central again were 
Peachtree, Coffee, 
Benedictine, Westside, Cedar 
Shoals, Walton and Warner
Robins.

Making_ its debut in the 
rankings was lOth-ranked
Campbell of Smyrna, 6-1 
after a 26-13 victory over
McEachern. Tift County, 5-2, 
fell from ninth out ‘of the
rankings with a 21-7 loss to
Westover.

Cedartown, with a 7-0
record, racked up this week’s 
maximum 100 points to lead 
class AAA for the ninth 
consecutive week.

Taking It Easy
Lowndes, Valdosta Resting Up With A Week’s Vacation

By STEVE CORRIGAN 
Times Staff Writer

Open weeks are always a 
welcome sight midway 
th ough a grueling season. 
And for the folks at Valdosta 
and Lowndes Highs this 
Friday night without a game 
is almost like an oasis.

It not only allows players to 
savor last week’s showdown 
between the two local high 
schools, but it allows both 
teams injured a week to 
recouperate.

The two schools met last 
Friday night in an emotional 
battle with Valdosta coming 
out on top 22-0. Now both the 
Vikings and the Wildcats

have a week off before 
returning to the gridiron. The 
’Cats host Central of 
Thomasville in their annual 
Homecoming game a week 
from Frida: while the Vikes 
travel to Albani for a cross­
region matchup with Albany 
High.

Wildcat coach Nick Hyder 
said he uses the open date in a 
number of ways. “We try to 
reward the players,” he said 
for the ’Cats eight straight 
Friday nights of football. In 
that span Valdosta has 
amassed a spotless 8-0 record 
and the No. 1 ranking in the 
state in Class AAAA. “We try 
to tone our practices and heal 
up some,” Hyder said.

“We’ve still got a few bumps 
and bruises.”

On the last play of the 
°wndes game, four Wildcats 

were injured. And the time 
off will give them a chance to 
get ready for Homecoming. 

■ Monday the ’Cats spent in 
the film room. Tuesday and 
Wednesday were used to 
sharpen the offensive and 
defensive lines. Thursday, 
Hyder said, will be used to 
sum up the week’s work with 
a short practice and Friday 
the ’Cats have off.

But the week won’t be all 
work for the ’Cats. There will 
be a few occasions for them to 
play. Tonight the Valdosta 
Touchdown Club is staging a

dinner for the players and 
Saturday Dynamite 
Goodloe’s wife is going to 
have the players over for a 
get together. The Wildcats 
dedicated their season in the 
memory of the late Dynamite 
Goodloe.

' Across town, though, 
Viking coach Joe Wilson has 
his team “practicing foot­
ball.” Wilson said the week 
off is welcome, but his 5-3 
Vikings need the work to get 
ready for Albany.

“We went over films of the 
Valdosta game,” Wilson said, 
“and we’re trying to 
eliminate errors we made 
offensively and defensively.”

Wilson gave the Vikes

Monday off, but Lowndes 
went full force Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
before taking Friday off.

Wilson said his Vikes were 
concentrating on three areas 
of improvement: cut down on 
pass interceptions (Lowndes 
threw seven in the loss to 
Valdosta), bone up the 
running game and work on 
blocking.

The Vikes 1982 season 
comes down to the final game 
of the year with Thomasville. 
Both teams have lost to 
Westover for their only sub­
region defeat and the one 
which comes out of the final 
game at Martin Stadium with 
a victory will meet Valdosta

in the region playoffs.
“Thomasville is probably 

as good as any team in the 
state with that quarterback in 
there,” Wilson said referring 
to Thomasville signal-caller 
Lennie Moore. “We’ve got a 
lot to do in three weeks.”

While Lowndes has already 
begun work on Albany, 
Valdosta will take one more 
look at Central of 
Thomasville Friday night 
before focusing on the Yellow 
Jackets.

“Before we get all their 
tendencies,” Hyder said, 
“we’ll take a look at their 
game before we finalize our 
scouting report.”

VHS Band Boosters Meel^
The Southern Open invitational band tournament will be 

the topic of discussion Thursday at the meeting of the 
Valdosta High School Marchin’ Cats Band Boosters.

The meeting will be held at 8 p.m. at the old band room 
at the board of education offices.

< hikings, ’Cats Rest,
i But Area Slate Fud

With Valdosta and Lowndes resting up after last Friday 
^ night’s rumble at Cleveland Field, the prep football acth ji 
^ the immediate area eases up a notch or two tonight.
£ In the surrounding area, however, there are a couple of 

y^ games that could mean an awful lot to the schools involved. 
k- The top area game slated for tonight has Cook’s Hornets 
—^ traveling to Waycross to face Waycross High in a crucial bout

in the 1-AAA East race for the playoffs. Up in Pearson, 
Atkinson County plays host to Reidsville as the Atcos seek to 
put their seventh win of the year under their belts.

Last week’s prep football picks left me at 4-1, giving me a 30­
10 mark for the year.



Lady ’Cats Take
Big Victory

From Staff, Wire Reports
. r The Valdosta High girls cross country team continued its 

assault on the state championship last week at the third annual 
Packer Invitational. In a nine-team meet, the VHS girls 

1 walked away with the title with a low score of 32.
The Lady Cats edged last year’s state champion, Northeast 

x\j Macon for the championship. Actuall Northeast was way down 
the list of finishers. Host Colquitt County and Whigham tied for 
second with Albany, Central of Thomasville. Thomasville, Tift 
County, Westover and Northeast bringing up the rear.

Darlene McCormich set a new course record of 12:35 to take 
first place for the Lady Cats Carrie Oliver (13:16) was 
seventh, Lisa Irvin (13:34) was 11th, Stephanie Weatherspoon 
(13:39) 12th, and Wendy Irvin (15:36) 25th.

The Valdosta High boys didn’t fare quite as well. VHS did not 
finish five runners and defaulted. Westover won the meet with 
Colquitt second and Central Macon third.

Irvin Dailey finished fourth for the ’Cats with a time of 16:18 
over the three-mile course.

Continue Band Support ^/^/^
J The best laid plans arc often foiled by an 

uncontrollable force — the weather.
It seems every kind of outside event hinges 

finally on the old saying, “weather per­
mitting.”

Well, Valdosta High School showed the 
weather a thing or two this weekend.

It rained almost the entire day Saturday 
and it was chillier than most of us had been 
accustomed to. Yet Valdosta High managed 
to drag many of us out into the unsociable 
weather and keep us there all day.

• That was the day the band boosters of the 
' Valdosta High Marchin’ Cats put on the 

seventh annual Southern Open Invitational 
marching band tournament.

The turnout for the event was low in the 
early going, but the crowd picked up con­
siderably as the evening wore on and the 

* Southern Open was once again a success, 
weather notwithstanding.

In all fairness, the weather was up against 
a formidable foe. It’s awfully hard to com­
pete against something as talent-laden and 
time-tested as the Southern Open.

; Marching bands from all over the
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Southeast converge at Cleveland Field once 
a year to entertain us, to enhance their own 
images and the help finance the Marchin’ 
Cats’ own band trips.

Even though winners are named at each 
tournament, there are really no losers. The 
community benefits through entertainment, 
and the fact that Valdosta can maintain such 
a prestigious event is a good reflection on us 
all.

The bands involved get in quality 
showmanship practice and the chance to see 
how other bands perform, even if they don’t 
net any of the awards.

Both the Valdosta High and Lowndes High 
bands have shown they can sponsor quality 
band competition as well as reap the awards 
in others. They both deserve to be com­
mended for jobs well done.

The best way we can think of to commend 
them is to continue to turn out for the com­
petitions, rain or shine.

And, of course, it wouldn’t hurt to follow 
our bands to competition outside of Lowndes 
County whenever possible.

Week Off Doesn’t Affect

Valdosta’s Grip On No. 1
ATLANTA (AP) — Only 

LaGrange, back after a six- 
week absence, could crack 
the rankings this week in the 
Associated Press Georgia 
High school football poll, as 
Valdosta, Cedartown, R.E. 
Lee and Metter remained on 
op.

LaGrange, 7-1, finished in 
the 10th spot in class AAAA 
after a 21-13 victory over 
Morrow. The Grangers en- 
ered the top 10 at No. 7 on 
Sept. 15, but fell back out the 
lext week after their 24-20 
oss to Riverdale.

Valdosta, 8-0, again rolled

to No. 1 in AAAA with 10 votes 
for first place and 108 voting 
points. The Wildcats, who did 
not play last week, face 
Central of Thomasville on 
Friday night.

Clarke Central, which 
defeated Parkview 28-0 to go 
to 8-0, again placed second 
with a single first place vote 
and 98 points

Voting is by the AP’s board 
of Georgia sportswriters and 
sportscasters, with 10 points 
awarded for a first place 
vote, nine for second, and so 
on.

In the middle of the AAAA

Class AAAA
1. Valdosta, 8-0, 108, 10
2. Clarke Central, 8 0, 98, 1
3. Peachtree, 8-0,82
4. Coffee, 7 0,73
5. Benedictine, 8-0, 59
6. Westside, 8-0,55
7. Cedar Shoals, 7 1,40
8. Walton, 84), 36
9. Warner Robins, 6-2,26
10. LaGrange, 7-1,7
Also receiving votes; Westover, Tiff 

Co., Riverdale, Coluntia, Griffin, 
Northside of Warner Robins and 
Baldwin.

top io were — again — 
Peachtree, Coffee 
Benedictine and Westside’

Class AAA
1. Cedartown, 8-0,110,11
2. Mitchel I- Baker, 7 1, 88
3. Carrollton, 8 0,85
4. Bainbridge, 71, 77
5. Perry, 7-1, 56
6. Dublin, 7-1, 46
7. Cairo, 7-2,31
8. Gainesville,.7-1,26
9. George, 7-0, 24
10. Americus, 6-2, 18
Also receiving votes. Chamblee, 

Madison Co., Stephens Co., Lithonia, 
Dalton, Camden Co. and Washington

Cedar Shoals rose a notch to 
seventh with a 31-0 blanking 
of Newton County, while

(lass A A
1. R.E. Lee, 8-0, 106, 8
2. West Rome, 8-0, 99, 2
3. Lincoln Co., 8-0,89, 1
4. Pierce Co., 8-0,79.
5. Cartersville, 7 0-1,55
6. Manchester, 7-1,51
7. Washington-Wilkes, 7 1,38
8. Claxton, 7 1.34
9. Turner Co., 7-1,17
10. Feldwood, 71,16

Also receiving votes; East Rome, 
Russell, Mary Persons and Morgan Co.

Walton fell one to eighth after 
escaping a 9-7 scare from 
Cherokee.

Class A
1. Metter, 7-1, 109, 10
2. E.C.I., 7-1,93
3. Bremen, 6-1,83,1
4. Montgomery Co., 7-0-1, 69
5. Jefferson, 7-1-1,57
6. Commerce, 6-2, 48
7. Greenville, 6-2,37
8. Pelham, 7-2, 29
9 Palmetto, 7 2, 24
10. Atkinson Co., 7-2, 22

Also receiving votes: Jenkins Co., 
Adairsville, Wilcox Co., West Point, 
Calhoun Co., Wrensand Warren Co.

Warner Robins remained 
at No. 9, followed by 
LaGrange.

Campbell of Smyrna, 10th 
last week, tumbled out of the 
top 10 after a 30-21 Joss to 
Douglas County.

In AAA, Cedartown was the 
week’s only unanimous 
choice, snagging every first 
place vote for a 110 total. The 
8-0 Bulldogs downed Calhoun 
last week 28-14.

Then the shuffling begins. 
Last week’s number two 
team, Cairo, dropped a 7-0 
decision to Bainbridge on 
Friday night and dropped 
five spots in the rankings. 
Mitchell-Baker and 
Carrollton each rose one

place to the No. 2 and No 3 
spots, while Bainbridge 
jumped from seventh to 
fourth.

Fifth was Perry, up three 
places with a 17-0 victory 
over Americus — which fell 
from sixth to 10th. Coming up 
to No. 6 was Dublin, up three 
with a 24-21 defeat of Crisp 
County.

Cairo came in at No. 7. 
followed by Gainesville, up 
two places with a 35-7 
decision over Monroe Area 
George — tied for 10th last 
week — finished ninth, 

(See Week Off, Page 16)
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Colquitt Band Wins Here
By LEE FREEMAN 
Times City Editor

The Colquitt County High 
School Marching 50th 
Regiment, undaunted by the 
cold and rain, took a come- 
from-behind victory in 
Saturday’s seventh annual 
Southern Open marching 
band competition here.

Finishing second in 
preliminary competition in 
Class A, the marching band 
from Moultrie bested them 
all in the finals to collect 92.8 
points out of a possible 100 
and take home the six-foot 
tail-victor’s trophy.

This was Colquitt’s first 
appearance in the Southern 
Open, which is sponsored by 
the Valdosta High Marchin’ 
Cats band boosters and 
chaired this year by Sandy 
Campbell.

“One of the most im­
pressive things about Colquitt 
was the way they came back 
in the finals,” said VHS Band 
Director Joe David.

“They came back looking 
determined and sharp.”

The Hillwood High School 
Marching Band from Nash­
ville, Tenn., finished second 
with 92.2 points in the finals 
after managing a first place 
finish just ahead of Colquitt in 
the Class A preliminaries. -

As with Colquitt, this was 
Hillwood High’s first ap­
pearance in the competition. 
The band received the run- 
nerup trophy.

Other finalists in the 19- 
band competition were third 
place Tift County High School 
Blue Devil Band of Tifton, 
fourth place Albany High 
School marching band and

fifth place Terry Parker High 
School marching band from 
Jacksonville, Fla.

Preliminary competition 
was broken down into four 
categories, with the Ware 
County High School marching 
band of Waycross copping 
first in Class B, The Brooks 
County High School marching 
band of Quitman taking Class 
C and the Irwin County High 
School marching band of 
Ocilla nabbing Class D 
honors.

The finalists and the 
preliminary winners all 
received plaques, with 
Colquitt’s plaque reading 
“Southern Open Field 
Champions,” David said

Superior ratings netted 
trophies for eight color 
guards, six drill teams or 
majorette groups and 13 
drum major groups as well as 
the top five bands.

Hillwood High was judged 
to have the best overall color 
guard and drum major 
sections while Brooks County 
High fielded the best group of

majorettes, David said.
Judging for the band score, 

which in itself determined the 
championship, was based 40 
percent of music quality and 
ability, 35 percent on the 
general effect the band had 
on the audience and 25 per­
cent on the marching and 
maneuvering prowess, David 
said.

Awards were presented 
late Saturday night by Jonna 
Bledsoe, Miss Valdosta and 
Valdosta Mayor Ernie Nijem 
also put in an official ap­
pearance.

The competition cranked 
a.m. and endedup at 9:30 

about 10:30 
exhibition 
were given

p.m. In between 
performances 

bv the Marchin’

Cats and the U.S. Marine 
Corps Drum and Bugle 
Corps.

Rain persisted throughout 
much of the early com­
petition, keeping the crowd 
down, but the weather had 
cleared by the beginning of 
the finalist competition and 
the crowd picked up to an 
estimated 3,000, David said.

“It was cold and miserable 
but we had a good crowd as 
the nigh cleared,” David 
said. “We really appreciate 
the people coming out 
anyway. A lot of them stayed 
all day with their umbrellas.”

Profits from the com­
petition go toward financing 
the Marchin’ Cats band trips. 
David said.

_

VHS Homecoming Parade Set
A parade and dance highlight the homecoming 

festivities set Friday and Saturday by Valdosta High 
School.

The parade, expected to feature about 70 entries, is to 
crank up at 4 p.m. at the old Valdosta High School building 
on Williams Street and travel south on Patterson Street 
and back north up Ashley Street.

The homecoming dance is to be held from 8 p.m. to 
midnight Saturday at Mathis City Auditorium, according 
to VHS Student Council President Mandy Kent.

Also on tap during the weekend is the Valdosta- 
Thomasville Central high school football game at 
Cleveland Field. Halftime festivities will include the in- 

t troduction of eight homecoming representatives, two per 
class, and the crowning of the homecoming queen.

Senior football players also will be recognized.
Further information on the homecoming plans are 

available from the VHS Student Council.
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the wing-T offensive

four touchdowns in their last 
seven games.

“It would seem that this will 
be our toughest challenge to 
date.”

One of the things that make 
this one a challenge for Valdos­
ta is the wing-T offensive

south

Valdosta’s Nick Hyder Hopes Ghost Knows Way To Douglas

The V a Ido st a Daily Times, Thura™ Nov. 25, 1982 —7B —

Wildcats At Disadvantage
Valdosta^ Coffee Square Off Friday

By DAN CHILDS 
Times Sports Editor

If the Valdosta Wildcats have 
an edge going into their battle 
with Coffee County, Nick 
Hyder isn’t claiming it.

The Wildcat head coach said 
Wednesday that the only 
advantage he could conceive of 
Valdosta having would be of 
the homefield variety. Since 
the game will be played at 
Douglas, the Wildcats could be 
in trouble, as Hyder views it.

“But sometimes the Ghost 
travels with us,” said Hyder, 
whose 12-0 and No. l-ranked 
squad takes on the No. 3 and 
likewise undefeated Trojans at 
8 p.m. Friday.

What Hyder, the Wildcats, 
the Ghost and whoever else 
makes the trip to Douglas will 
see is a Coffee County team 
that has breezed through 12 
games with a slightly anti­
quated but highly effective 
offense that is headlined by one 

i Andre Smith, a.k.a. 
“Pulpwood.’’That’s not all, ei­
ther, Hyder says. “Their de­
fense is very sound,” he ob­
served. “They’ve allowed only

Ill — I.LlJ

scheme employed by Coffee 
coach Bonwell Royal. It’s a set 
that was popularized in the 
Fifties and early Sixties, but 
has since fallen largely into 
disuse.

“It’s a really fine offense 
that is very versatile,

especially when you’ve got an 
outstanding quarterback and 
running backs,” Hyder said. 
“Their running backs could 
blow us out, and they possess 
an outstanding passing game. 
Their offense presents a lot of 
problems for us.”

The Trojans racked up 392 
points in 10 regular-season 
games with quarterback 
Arnold Ragsdale at the con­
trols. Ragsdale, in the playoffs, 
has completed 55 percent of his 
passes.

Ragsdale is joined in the 
backfield by Max Vickers, off a 
170-yard performance in last 
Friday’s 28-13 victory over 
Statesboro, Clyde McClelland 
and Smith.

Hyder, invoking an 
expression out of his Tennessee 
heritage, compared Smith to 
“greased electricity. He either 
slips out of your hands, or he 
shocks you.
“He’s no fly-by-night 

player,” Hyder added. “He has 
the same type of movement 
(Thomasville quareterback) 
Lennie Moore has. You just 
never get a clear shot at him.”

The 195-pound Smith and his 
cohorts in the backfield run 
behind an offensive line made 
up of seniors, with the excep­
tion of the tight end.

Defensively, the Trojans 
operate out of a 4-4-3 align­
ment. It’s a veteran unit made 
up of eight seniors and three 
juniors. Terry Roberson and 
John Bryant anchor the Coffee 
defensive front while K.G. 
White and Tim McClelland 
solidify the linebacking posts. 
Hyder said he’s been told 
defensive back Ricardo In­
gram, a 195-pound junior, is 
one of the brightest secondary 
prospects in south Georgia.

“They’ve had outstanding 
teams over there for the last 
two years,” Hyder said. “The 
folks up in Coffee County are 
saying this is the greatest team 
they’v ever had, and I guess 
their record this year proves 
that.”

The winner of the Valdos­
ta-Coffee County game will 
meet the winner of Friday 
night’s Warner Robins-
Westside bout for the 
Georgia title on Dec. 3.
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‘Cat Defense Tested g^y Nw. 3 7 W^

Versatile Coffee Rushing

Offense Gave ’Cats Fits /
KEVIN PRICE 

Times Staff Writer
DOUGLAS-You would have 

to go back to the first game of 
the year to find a team that 
moved the ball against the 
.Valdosta Wildcats’ defense 
with the precision the Coffee 
County Trojans did Friday 
night here in Douglas.

Back in that first game of the 
year, the Waycross Bulldogs

found some weaknesses in the 
Wildcat defense. They 
exploited the Wildcats for 191 
yards on the ground and 
another 111 through the air.

For the next 11 games, Val­
dosta would hold its opposition 
to less than 170 total yards in 
each.

However, the Trojans, led by 
running backs Max Vickers 
and Andre “Pulpwood” Smith,

rushed and passed for 254 
yards on the highly respected 
Valdosta defense.

Wildcat defensive coordi­
nator Jack Rudolph was im­
pressed by the Trojans. “They 
are so quick,” Rudolph said 
after the game. “We have a 
bigger team, but their 
quickness hurt us.

As it got tougher to run up 
the middle of the Wildcat

defense as the night wore on, 
the Trojans would slip Vickers 
or Smith out on a pitch.

Vickers, who finished the 
game with the rushing honors, 
picked up 109 yards on 17 
carries.

The senior also finished with 
two of Coffee’s three, 
touchdowns on runs of 8 and 2 
yards.

Meanwhile, Smith, who ac­
counted for 31 touchdowns this 
season, ended the night and his 
carrer with 67 yards on 11 
carries.

‘♦They give it to No. 5 
(Smith) near the goal, but 
Vickers is good,” Rudolph said

‘They are a fine offensive 
team, and they opened up some 
good holes in our defensive 
line.”

The Wildcats had better suc­
cess aginst the Trojans’ 
quarterback, Harrell 
Ragsdale. Ragsdale was held 
to 47 yards passing and one 
touchdown on 4 of 11 passing. 
He also threw two intercep­
tions.

■ “The coaching staff knew 
about Vickers and Smith/1 but 
Ragsdale was a surprise,” 
Rudolph said. “He surpri sed us

with his quickness.” -
Coffee, after falling behind 

22-18 early in the fourth 
quarter, could move no closer 
than the Valdosta 46 in the last 
10 minutes of the game.

“I don't think we did any­
thing different in the fourth 
quarter,” Rudolph said. “We 
made the adjustment at 
halftime of moving our ends 
out a couple Of yards because

they were running reverses.
“A couple of our people 

didn’t play well, and (defensive 
back) Chris Major saved us 
several times.

Next Friday night here in 
Valdosta, the Wildcats will face 
another power team in Warner 
Robins. “They return a great 
portion of their team,” head 
coach Nick Hyder said.

^Victory Handshake
Valdosta High School head football coach Nick 

Hyder is congratulated by former player Keith 
Mitchell after Hyder’s Wildcats nipped defending 
Class AAAA state champion Warner Robins 14-7 in r 
state semifinal clash Friday night at Cleveland Field

here. It was Warner Robins which defeated Valdosta 
last year in a similar semifinal matchup. With the 
victory, the Wildcats, now 14-0 on the year, earned the 
right to meet Peachtree of Atlanta, which edged 
Griffin 17-14 Friday night for the north Georgia

championship. The state championship game is slated 
for next Saturday night at Cleveland Field. For 
stories and photos of Friday’s game, see today’s 
sports section. — Times Staff Photo by Joey Ivansco.
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CLASS AAAA PLAYOFFS

Warner Robins
Valdosta game
should be dream

By Steve Figueroa 
Stiff Writer

You’d think that a playoff meeting 
between the most successful high 
school football team in Georgia 
history (Valdosta) and the winningest 
team of the past 15 years (Warner 
Robins) would create enough interest 
of itself.

But there will be more at stake 
when the two powers clash Friday 
night in Valdosta for the South Geor­
gia AAAA championship. At least 
there will be in the minds of Valdosta 
fans, who will make up the majority 
of the crowd of 14,000 expected to 
gather at Valdosta’s famed Cleveland 
Field.

For the Wildcat faithful, Friday’s 
meeting is a dream come true, the 
answer to a prayer that was made 
over a year ago.

It was Nov. 27, 1981 when the two 
titans last met. Valdosta led 14-10 in 
the closing minutes when Warner 
Robins started one final drive. The 
Demons moved deep into Valdosta 
territory when quarterback Mike 
Starnes was hit hard and fumbled. No 
Valdosta fan will have to be re­
minded what happened next.

“Starnes fumbled, and the ball 
rolled into the end zone,” recalled 
Valdosta coach Nick Hyder. “We 
recovered, but the official said 
Starnes went out of bounds with the 
ball. The official watched the film 
later and admitted he missed it, but 
that’s just one of those things.”

Warner Robins scored a few sec­
onds later to win the game 17-14, and 
the Demons then rolled past Coffee 
31-6 and Newnan 21-0 to win the 
state championship, a title many 
Valdosta fans thought could have 
been theirs.

“I know they’re going to be ready 
for us,” said Warner Robins coach 
Bob Davis. “Almost everybody on 
their defensive team is back from 
last year. Of course, what they don’t

tell you about that play last year is 
that we recovered the ball in the end 
zone. Boo Clark tossed the ball to the 
official, but the Valdosta people don’t 
remember it that way.”

Whatever happened last year, this 
year’s task will not be an easy one 
for Warner Robins. The situation is 
almost exactly reversed from a year 
ago when Warner Robins was un­
beaten and ranked No. 1 and Valdosta 
had lost a game. This year, Valdosta 
is 13-0 and ranked first, while 
Warner Robins has regrouped from 
two early-season losses and enters 
the game 11-2.

“We’re just happy to still be play­
ing,” said Davis. “We can’t match up 
with them ’Cats this year. They’re 
just too big. But our boys are playing 
to the best of their ability, and I’m 
proud of what they’ve accomplished. 
I feel a lot better this week than 
when we were 1-2 earlier this year.”

For Warner Robins to defeat 
Valdosta two years in a row in 
Valdosta would be quite an accom­
plishment, but Hyder thinks Warner 
Robins has the talent for such a feat.

“I think Warner Robins has a bet­
ter offense than they did last year,” 
said the coach. “They’ve still got 
Hank (Williams) the tank, and he 
means more to them than Herschel 
does to Georgia.”

WARNER ROBINS (11-2) at 
VALDOSTA (13-0): Warner Robins 
has 1,600-yard rusher David “Hank” 
Williams and All-American 
linebacker Steve Boswell, but 
Valdosta has superior size, the home 
field advantage and a little added 
incentive. Prediction: Valdosta 17-14.

GRIFFIN (10-2) vs. PEACHTREE 
(13-0) at DeKalb Memorial Stadium: 
Peachtree’s defense has yielded just 
50 points all season and has recorded 
six shutouts. But the Patriots haven’t 
faced a team with the offensive speed 
and versatility of Griffin.

Prediction: Griffin 21-14.



Wildcats’ Hyder Says
No Grudge Match Here,

By DAN CHILDS 
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta head coach Nick 
Hyder says his team isn’t going 
into it with the attitude that it’s 
a grudge match. The Wildcats, 
he said, won’t be seeking a 
vendetta. It’s just one more 
obstacle to be cleared, another 
job to be done. Period.

The Wildcats have been do­
ing the job for 13 weeks, 
clearing enough obstacles to 
land in the semifinal round of 
the state Class AAAA playoffs 
opposite Warner Robins. The 
two south Georgia schoolboy 
powers collide Friday at Cleve­
land Field at 8 p.m.

Of course, it was Warner 
Robins which shattered Val­
dosta’s hopes for the state 
championship a year ago when 
it tipped the Wildcats 17-14 in 
the quarterfinals before going 
on to claim the state champi­
onship along with the mythical 
national title.

Hyder ' insists Valdosta isn’t 
of a vengeful bent as it gears 
up for the Friday night 
showdown. Said Hyder, “I 
don’t use the word “grudge” or 
“revenge.” We don’t try to kill 
our opponents. We always work

with a high level of intensity, 
anyway. The approach we use 
is to just get the job done and 
play the best game that we are 
capable of playing.”

Still, the memory of the loss 
to the Demons lingers, even 
after a year. And Hyder admits 
that memory has perhaps 
made Wildcat practice sessions 
come a bit more naturally for 
his squad. “We respect all of 
our opponents,” he said. “But 
when you lost last time, that 
respect is reinforced. The 
youngsters are very attentive 
when you talk to them about 
Warner Robins.”

There was plenty of talk 
about Warner Robins across 
the state after last season’s 
Demon finish. Coach Robert 
Davis’ outfit looked strong 
enough to repeat as state 
champion, and was according­
ly voted as the No. 1 Class 
AAAA team before the current 
campaign began.

Although many Demon 
watchers felt this year’s team 
possessed more talent than last 
year’s championship squad, 
Warner Robins, after opening 
the season with a victory over 
Hardaway, stumbled in its sec­

ond and third games (against 
Athens’ Clarke Central and 
Cedar Shoals), making room 
for then-No. 2-ranked Valdosta 
to move to the top of the polls, 
where the Wildcats have re­
sided ever since.

Davis and his staff decided it 
was time to “get tough” with 
the team, as one Demon ob­
server put it. There was dis­
sension. A handful of players 
left the team. The ones who 
stayed turned the Demons’ 
fortunes around, winning the 
next seven games to qualify for 
the playoffs.

That’s when Warner Robins 
really looked to be fulfilling the 
potential that it seemed to have 
before the season began. In the 
playoffs, the Demons have de­
feated Columbus, Warner 
Robins Northside and Augusta 
Westside by a combined score 
of 90-0.

The Demons’ offensive fig­
ures for the season bear out the 
feeling that this edition could 
indeed be better than last 
year’s. For instance, this squad 
has in 13 games scored 432 
points. In ’81, the Demons put 
417 points on the scoreboard in 
the 15 games that comprised

Hyder Looking Only for victory
Robins and Auburn star James 
Brooks.

the regular season and playoff 
games.

The Warner Robins offense 
relies heavily on the output of 
senior running back David 
Williams, the Demons’ leading 
scorer with 20 touchdowns. The 
6-foot, 204-pound Williams has 
rushed for 1,621 yards. Typi­
cally, Williams’ number is 
called 25-30 times per game.

Buster Tharpe, a 5-11, 176- 
pound junior, joins Williams in 
the Demons’ backfield. Also 
available for duty is Joe Butler 
and Joe Brooks, the younger 
brother of former Warner

The Warner Robins multiple 
offense is piloted by Mike 
Norwood, a 5-10, 170-pound 
junior. Norwood is a constant 
threat, orchestrating the option 
attack and handling the ball 
deftly.

“Norwood is an excellent 
runner, probably better than 
(Coffee quarterback Harrell) 
Ragsdale,” Hyder said. “He’s 
very much of a threat and 
figures very heavily in their 
running attack.”

Warner Robins Rolls In
On 1 O-Game Hot Streak

By KEVIN PRICE 
Times Staff Writer

Their overall record is only 
1-6 against the Valdosta 
Wildcats, but the Warner 
Robins Demons’ one victory 
was a big one. Last year at 
Cleveland Field, the Demons 
came in ranked No. 1 and 
sporting a perfect 12-0 record, 
while the Wildcats were 11-1 
after an early-season loss to 
Thomasville.

Warner Robins came from 
behind to beat Valdosta 17-14 
on its way to a 15-0 season and 
the state and national champi­
onships. It was the Demons’ 
second national title in six 
years.

In its victory over the Cats 
last year, Warner Robins did 
not complete a pass, but was 
able to grind out 236 yards on 
the ground.

This time, it will be Valdosta 
bringing a perfect record and 
the No. 1 ranking the 
showdown with Warner Robins. 
Since they are meeting a round 
later in the playoffs than they 
did last year, Valdosta is 13-0.

“I don’t see how anybody is 
going to beat them,” Demons’ 
coach Robert Davis said.

“They have great running 
backs and a huge line. ”

Having won its last ten 
games in a row, Warner Robins 
is 11-2 on the season.

After opening the season with 
a 43-31 win over Hardaway, the 
Demons lost to Clarke Central 
17-13, and Cedar Shoals 17-7, 
before turning the season 
around.

The Demons took their 
frustrations out on their next 
three opponents. Shaw and 
Baker of Columbus and 
Southwest of Macon were out­
scored 171-14.

The last four games of the 
regular season were victories 
over Baldwin, Central and 
Northeast of Macon and 
Northside of Warner Robins.

“I don’t know if we have 
played any better (after the 
two losses),” Davis said. “Its 
just a case of you can’t beat 
everybody.”

Fullback David “Hank” 
Williams is a player Valdosta 
fans will remember from last 
year’s game. The senior rushed 
for 112 yards against a tough 
Wildcat defense.

Williams has powered his 
way to 1,621 yards and 20

touchdowns this year.
Led by a pair of talented 

quarterbacks, Warner Robins 
likes to run the option offense.

When the running game is 
operating effeciently, Mike 
Norwood will be behind center. 
The junior is known for break­
ing off long runs. Last week 
against Westside, Norwood had 
a 73-yard touchdown run. In the 
Region 2-AAAA championship 
game against Nothside of 
Warner Robins, he broke open 
a close game with an 80-yard 
scamper.

If ^ defense has shut down 
the running game, Davis will 
go to his thrower, Jay Griffin, 
who is a junior as well.

Defensively, the Demons 
have been at their absolute 
best the past three weeks in the 
playoffs. Their three opponets 
(Columbus, Northside and

Robins is led by 
Steve Boswell (6-2, 
defensive tackles

Westside) 
score.

have all failed to

Warner 
linebacker 
212) and
Greg McMicheal (6-4, 246) and 
David Braunstein (5-10, 217) 
and defensive end Todd 
Jackson (5-9,190).



H
Z A

ll-R
egion 1-A

A
A

A Football T
eam
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Warner Robins TD
Ignites Cat Defense

’Hank The Tank’s” 83 Yards Wasn’t Enough For The Demons

By STEVE CORRIGAN 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High knew coming 
out in the second half that it 
needed to score a quick 
touchdown to add to the 14-0 
lead already established in the 
first half if the Wildcats were 
to take charge of the AAAA 
South Georgia championship 
against Warner Robins.

But instead, it was the De­
mons who took the second half 
kickoff and drove 60 yards in 15 
plays to score the early 
touchdown and close Valdos­
ta’s lead to 14-7 with 4:15 still 
remaining in the third quarter.

Mainly on the legs of Hank 
Williams, the hard-running 
Demon fullback who finished 
the game with rushing honors 
with 82 yards on 25 carries, 
Warner Robins took the open­
ing second half kickoff at its 
own 40, and mounted the most 
time-consuming drive of the 
evening. “Tank,” as Williams 
is known, carried the ball 11 
times during the drive for 44 
yards. Quaterback Mike 
Norwood carried the ball the 
final 2 yards for the touchdown.

Up by a mere seven points.

14-7, the Wildcat defense knew 
it was time to respond. And 
with the ‘Cat offense being able 
to drive no further than the 
Warner Robins 33 (that was 
quickly negated by an offsides 
penalty), it was essential that 
the Valdosta defense shut the 
Demons down.

The ‘Cats had done just that 
in the first half. After the first 
period Warner Robins had 
mustered just 2 total yards. By 
the half it had reached 75 
yards, but still no points had 
been scored.

That quickly changed in the 
second half. The Demons drove 
downfield and scored to make 
what looked like a runaway a 
close game.

“They drove it down our 
throats,” said defensive cap­
tian Ricky Daniels about the 
second half drive that put 
Warner Robins on the 
scoreboard. “So we had to 
come back and do something 
about it.”

What the Wildcats did was 
shut Warner Robins down. 
After that first drive, the De­
mons were held to three downs

and a punt on their final three 
possessions of the game.

The biggest play came on the 
Demons final turn with the 
ball. After a 32-yard West punt 
that rolled dead at the Warner 
Robins 34, the Demons had just 
over 4 minutes to score a 
touchdown. Two runs netted 
the Demons 6 yards, and on 
third-and-four, the ‘Cats rose to 
make their biggest play of the 
game. Norwood rolled wide, as 
he had done most of the night, 
but this time he met a host of 
Wildcats led by linebacker 
John Porter and defensive 
tackle Kennedy Cooper. The 
Demon quarterback was 
dropped for a 6-yard loss and 
Warner Robins was forced to 
punt.

Taking over with two 
minutes remaining, the ‘Cats 
gained a first down and let the 
clock run out on a 14-7 win that 
puts Valdosta in the state 
playoffs next Friday at Cleve­
land Field against Peachtree 
High.

“Yeah, we both did a great 
job,” Daniels said, “the offense 
and the defense.”
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ildcats Rule

South Georgia
By D AN CHILDS 

Times Sports Editor
For the first time since 1978, 

the Valdosta Wildcats reign as 
the champions of south

schoolboy footballGeorgia’s 
ranks.

First Downs
Yards Rushing
Yards Passing 
Passes

I Punts
j Penalties

. ARDSTICK
Val.

7
65

131
17- 6-1

6 39.2
540

W.R.
7

145

6-41.5
3 15

That distinction is the result 
of a 14-7 victory over Warner 
Robins Friday night and puts 
Valdosta into next Saturday’s 

' state championship battle at 
Cleveland Field against 
Peachtree, a 17-14 winner over 
Griffin Friday night for the 
north Georgia title.

As has been the story for 
much of the year, it was a 
superb defensive effort by Val­
dosta that stood out. Warner 
Robins, the defending state and 
national champion, had relied 
upon on a crunching ground 
attack over a season that had 
seen the Demons emerge 
victorious in 11 of their 13 

। games. And the Demons didn’t 
| deviate from that strategy 

against Valdosta.
Warner Robins went to the 

air only three times, complet­
ing none and having two of 
those passes intercepted. One 

। of those interceptions resulted 
' in a Valdosta touchdown late in 

the first half.
As it was, the 145 yards the 

Demons picked up on the 
ground represented the total 
they would gain on the night.

The absence of a threat 
through the air proved 
damaging to Warner Robins, 
particularly after Valdosta 
took command with a pair of 

। touchdowns.
Valdosta head coach Nick 

Hyder agreed that the percent­
ages were against run-oriented 
Warner Robins after the De­
mons found themselves trailing 

; 14-0 at the half.
“If you can get ahead you

can do what you want,” Hyder 
said in reference to Warner 
Robins’ staunch reliance on the 
running game. “But it’s tough 
to play catch-up ball with that 
type of offense. When you run 
the way they do, it’s almost 
like you’re running a wishbone 
offense.”

In the early moments of the 
second half, however, Warner 
Robins, which had been held to 
two first downs in the opening 
30 minutes, began to demon­
strate why it likes the run. The 
Demons took the opening 
kickoff, set up at their own 
40-yard line and began ram­
ming the ball through the heart 
of the Wildcat defense.

Most of the ramming was 
done by David Williams, the 
workhorse fullback who 
finished as the game’s leading 
rusher with 82 yards on 25 
carries. On this drive of 15 
plays, Williams was called 
upon 11 times, and he re­
sponded with an output of 44 
yards.

Twice during the march it 
looked as though Valdosta 
might turn the Demon assault 
back, leaving Warner Robins a 
yard short of first downs on 
both occasions. But both times 
Williams bulled for more than 
the required yardage to keep 
the drive intact.

The touchdown march con­
sumed 7:45 from the third 
quarter clock, ending when 
quarterback Mike Norwood 
sneaked over right guard for 
the touchdown from 2 yards 
out. When Mike Grier added 
the PAT with 4:15 left in the 
period, the Demons had pulled 
to within 14-7.

‘‘We felt like we had to get 
our offense out there and make 
some first downs after their 
drive,” Hyder said.

But the Valdosta offense 
found the going tough against 
Warner Robins after the De­
mon touchdown, so the Wildcat 
defense took over. Hyder ad­
mitted his concern that the
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Demons’ scoring drive might 
turn the momentum of the 
game, but the Valdosta defense 
erected a wall that kept 
Warner Robins from picking up 
another first down for the 
remainder of the game. In fact, 
the Demons had only 10 yards 
to show for their final three 
possessions of th game.

The Wildcats had their pro­
blems moving the ball, too. The 
running game profited no more 
than 65 yards, leaving the 
Wildcats no alternative but to 
open up the game a bit more 
than they have in recent weeks, 
“Had to,” Hyder said. “You 
can’t run against bricks.”

The brick wall the Demons 
threw up shut off the Wildcat 
rushing attack, but the six 
passes Valdosta quarterback 
Ted West completed in 16 
attempts were good for 131 
yards — and both ‘Cat 
touchdowns.

The first Valdosta TD came 
on a 1-yard dive into the end 
zone by Pernell Bee to con­
clude the Wildcats’ first of­
fensive series of the night. The 
touchdown was, however, the 
result of an early flurry of 
passing activity. Split end Rob 
Mitchell, who pulled in five 
passes on the night for 93 
yards, was on the receiving end 
of two passes on the drive, 
including a 32-yarder that gave 
Valdosta a first down at the 
Warner Robins 4.

That opening touchdown 
drive consumed 80 yards in 
nine plays and gave the ‘Cats a 
7-0 lead after Herbert Lowe 
booted the first of two PAT’s 
3:42 into the game.

With less than a minute 
remaining in the half, Valdosta 
got another opportunity when 
Norwood, under pressure from 
the Wildcats’ James Robinson, 
threw and was intercepted by 
Jeff Lee, who returned the ball 
to the Demon 46.

After a West toss to tight end 
Ben Reaves gained 14 yards, 
Mitchell streaked downfield

rimes watt pnoto By joey I vansco

’Cats Rob Mitchell (34),Played Key Role In Victory
and caught up with West’s pass 
from 32 yards out for the 
deciding touchdown that came 
19 seconds before the first half 
ended.
Warner Robins 0 0 7 0—7 
Valdosta 7 7 0 0—14

Valdosta—Bee 1 yard run, Lowe kick
Valdosta—Mitchell 32-yard pass from west, 

Lowe kick
Warner Robins—Norwood 1yard run, Grier

kk
INDIVIDUAL STATS

Rushing:
Valdosta—Bee 16-33, Brinson 8-35, Anderson 

1-1, West 5- minus 4

Warner Robins—Tharpe 10-30, Williams 
25-82, Norwood 11-33
Passing:

Valdosta-West 16-6-1131, Bee 1-0-00
Warner Robins—Norwood 3-0 2 0

Pass Receiving:
Valdosta-Mitchell 5-93, Brinson 1-24, 

Reaves 1-14
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West Makes
First Drive
Look Easy

Times Staff Photo By Joey Ivansco

“Hank The Tank’s” 83 Yards Wasn’t Enough For The Demons

Warner Robins TD
Ignites Cat Defense

By STEVE CORRIGAN
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High knew coming 
out in the second half that it 
needed to score a quick 
touchdown to add to the 14-0 
lead already established in the 
first half if the Wildcats were 
to take charge of the AAAA 
South Georgia championship 
against Warner Robins.

But instead, it was the De­
mons who took the second half 
kickoff and drove 60 yards in 15 
plays to score the early 
touchdown and close Valdos­
ta’s lead to 14-7 with 4:15 still 
remaining in the third quarter.

Mainly on the legs of Hank 
Williams, the hard-running 
Demon fullback who finished 
the game with rushing honors 
with 82 yards on 25 carries, 
Warner Robins took the open­
ing second half kickoff at its 
own 40, and mounted the most 
time-consuming drive of the 
evening. “Tank,” as Williams 
is known, carried the ball 11 
times during the drive for 44 
yards. Quaterback Mike 
Norwood carried the ball the 
final 2 yards for the touchdown.

Up by a mere seven points,

14-7, the Wildcat defense knew
it was time to respond. And 
with the ‘Cat offense being able 
to drive no further than the 
Warner Robins 33 (that was 
quickly negated by an offsides 
penalty), it was essential that 
the Valdosta defense shut the 
Demons down.

The ‘Cats had done just that 
in the first half. After the first 
period Warner Robins had 
mustered just 2 total yards. By 
the half it had reached 75 
yards, but still no points had 
been scored.

That quickly changed in the 
second half. The Demons drove 
downfield and scored to make 
what looked like a runaway a 
close game.

“They drove it down our 
throats,” said defensive cap­
tian Ricky Daniels about the 
second half drive that put 
Warner Robins on the 
scoreboard. “So we had to 
come back and do something 
about it.”

What the Wildcats did was 
shut Warner Robins down. 
After that first drive, the De­
mons were held to three downs

and a punt on their final three
possessions of the game.

The biggest play came on the 
Demons final turn with the 
ball. After a 32-yard West punt 
that rolled dead at the Warner 
Robins 34, the Demons had just 
over 4 minutes to score a 
touchdown. Two runs netted 
the Demons 6 yards, and on 
third-and-four, the ‘Cats rose to 
make their biggest play of the 
game. Norwood rolled wide, as 
he had done most of the night, 
but this time he met a host of 
Wildcats led by linebacker 
John Porter and defensive 
tackle Kennedy Cooper. The 
Demon quarterback was 
dropped for a 6-yard loss and 
Warner Robins was forced to 
punt.

Taking over with two 
minutes remaining, the ‘Cats 
gained a first down and let the 
clock run out on a 14-7 win that 
puts Valdosta in the state 
playoffs next Friday at Cleve­
land Field against Peachtree 
High.

“Yeah, we both did a great 
job,’’ Daniels said, “the offense 
and the defense.’’

By STEVE CORRIGAN 
Times Staff Writer 

It looked almost too easy. 
The Valdosta Wildcats took 

the opening kickoff in Friday 
night’s AAAA South Georgia 
championship win over Warner 
Robins and drove 80 yards in 
nine plays, almost exclusively 
on the arm of quarterback Ted 
West, to score the game’s first 
touchdown with barely three 
minutes elasped from the 
scoreboard clock. Valdosta 
went on to clinch a spot in next 
week’s state championship 
against Peachtree High with a 
14-7 win over the Demons, but 
it was that first touchdown that 
set the tempo for things to 
follow.

“The first series was easy,” 
West said. “After that they got 
tough.”

West went on to finish the 
game 6 of 16 in the passing 
department with one intercep­
tion and one touchdown. While 
his game stats were mediocre 
at best, his performance in that 
first drive was near flawless.

The Valdosta passing game 
was exploited to its fullest 
potential on the first scoring 
drive. Of the nine plays it, took 
to drive the 80 yards to a 
touchdown, four were passes, 
three of which were completed.

On first down West hit 
tailback Dana Brinson for 24 
yards to the 44. Two plays 
later, on third-and-seven from 
the 47, West hit wide receiver 
Rob Mitchell for 15 yards to the 
Warner Robins 38 to keep the 
drive alive.

Following a 2-yard gain by 
Pernell Bee, West lofted 
another pass to Mitchell for 32 
yards to the 4. Mitchell had to 
come back for the ball and 
made a leaping grab deep in 
Demon territory, taking the 
ball in a tangle of two Demon

defensive backs.
From there it was merely 

three Bee plunges into the line 
for the score and a 7-0 lead.

Again it was the strong arm 
of West that provided Valdos­
ta’s second score less than a 
minute before the first half 
ended. Thanks to a Jeff Lee 
interception that gave the ‘Cats 
the ball at the Warner Robins 
46 with 40 seconds remaining in 
the second quarter, Valdosta 
took just three plays to stick 
the ball in the end zone.

Playoff Scores
Class AAAA

Valdosta 14, Warner Robins 7
Peachtree 17, Griffin 14

Class AAA .
Gainesville 28, Dalton 19
Bainbridge 28, Glenn Hills 7

Class AA
Mary Persons 24, Lincoln Co. 
13
West Rome 34, East Hall 0

Class A
Wrens 20, Metter 15
Palmetto 31, Buford 3

Following an incompletion, * 
West hit tight end Ben Reaves 
for 14 yards to the 32. West and 
Mitchell got together again on 
the next play, again for 32 
yards for the score.

With 19 seconds left, West 
layed a perfect strike in Mit­
chell’s outstretched arms at 
the goal line for the score and a 
14-0 lead.

Mitchell finished the game 
with five catches for 93 yards 
and one touchdown.

“I feel like we’ve got to run 
the ball to be successful,” West 
said. “Fifteen to 20 passes a 
game is fine with me. A lot of 
quarterbacks throw the ball a 
lot more than I do, but they’re • 
not playing in the state cham­
pionship next week. I’m not 
complaining.”
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Valdosta-Peachtree A
Meeting Of Old And New

By Times Staff Writer
Part of an old, traditional phrase could 

maybe best sum up the matchup in next 
Saturday night’s state high school football 
championship game at Cleveland 
Field.The part that says “something old 
and sometning new“ tells a great deal 
about the two teams that will compete for 
the top honor in the highest classification 
of high school football in Georgia.

Something old definitely refers to the 
team that is almost without a doubt the 
most celebrated prep football power in 
the state.This past Friday night, the 
Valdosta High Wildcats knockea off the 
defending state champion Warner Robins 
Demons 14-7 to earn a shot at the ’Cats

17th state championship. In just the nine 
years Nick Hyaer has been Valdosta’s 
head coach, the Wildcats have played for 
state honors three times, including this 
coming Saturday’s game. Valdosta is no 
stranger to championship battles.

But for Peachtree, a 17-14 win over 
Griffin Friday night gives the Patriots of 
Coach T.S. McFerrin two things they 
have never had befor — A north Georgia 
championship and a shot at their first 
state title. Tne 7-AAAA champion Patri­
ots had played for the north Georgia title 
on two other occasions, but until now had 
never reached paydirt.

The Wildcats used a deadly first-half 
passing game and a stout defense to

defeat their old nemesis. A strong Demon 
running game had been the key factor in 
Warner Robins' 17-14 win over Valdosta in 
the state quarterfinals last year. But the 
Demons were limited to just 145 yards on 
the night this time around and when 
Warner Robins has to pass it tends to look 
very ordinary.

Warner Robins senior tailback David 
“Hank The Tank“Williams had run the 
’Cat defense ragged in last year’s game, 
punishing Valdosta with well over 100 
yards. Friday night the 6-foot, 205-pound 
runner gained only 82 yards on 25 carries. 
“We moved people over a little further 
this time,” said Valdosta defensive coach 
Jack Rudolph in reference to the de­

fensive strategy that took away the 
Demons’ outside rushing attack. “We had 
an extra person to take the outside,” 
Rudolph added.

Except for a 60-yard touchdown drive 
that killed most of the time in the third 
quarter, the moves seemed to pay off well 
for the unbeaten Wildcats. The three 
times Warner Robins took to the air 
ended jip in disasters. Two of the 

t attempts’"were completed — but both 
fimetUo^a Valdosta defensive back.

On offense, Valdosta took to the 
atrwfrys early with quarterback Ted West 
setting up the first Valdosta score with a 
32-yard strike to split end Rob Mitchell 
that set the ’Cats up on the Demons’

4-yard line. The other Valdosta score 
came with seconds left in the first half 
when West found Mitchell in the end zone 
with another 32-yard throw.

“We decided to test their secondary 
early,” said head coach Nick Hyder. 
“What was unusual was that they won the 
toss and decided to kick off to us and we 
started out with the wind at our backs / ‘

Peachtree advanced to the state cham­
pionship game on a different route of 
sorts. The Patriots were playing host to 
Griffin, a team that many observers felt 
had the fastest team speed in the state. 
The Bears had also eliminated the 
Patriots from playoff competition several 
times before as well.

The Bears looked as if they might knock 
the Patriots out of playoff competition for 
a third time when auarteroack Wes 
Treadway hit Terry Miller with a 14-yard 
touchdown pass to give Griffin an early 
lead. But several other missed chances 
hurt the Bears dearly as Peachtree began 
to dominate the game midway through 
the second quarter The Patriots, behind 
the running of Brad Schroder, scored the 
game’s next 17 points. The Peachtree 
defense thwarted Griffin by recovering 
two Bear fumbles and picking off three 
Treadway passes.

Grffin finally made it back into the 
Patriot end zone with three minutes to go.

Valdosta, Georgia, Sunday Morning, December 5, 1982

WINS NATIONAL HONOR 
— Valdosta High School 
student Leigh Powell is in 
Chicago collecting a $1,000 
scholarship for her 4-H work. 
She is a national winner with 
her dairy foods project. Also 
attending National 4-H Con­
gress there is Anglia Webb of 
Hahira who was a state winner 
with her agriculture project. — 
Times Staff Photo.
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A new plan for Kennedy Cooper
Valdosta defensive lineman is ready for AAAA title game

By Daryl Bell
Times-Union Sports Writer

VALDOSTA, Ga. — Before the season began, 
Kennedy Cooper had his senior season laid out 
as if it were a road map.

A defensive lineman, he would terrorize 
quarterbacks and punish any offensive lineman 
who dared to push a running back past him. 
Then the recruiters would come begging him to 
be a part of their collegiate programs.

It was the perfect plan.
But the one thing that Kennedy Cooper didn’t 

count on was being hampered by an injury. He 
also didn’t count on having a sub-par season.

“I was looking forward to my senior year,” 
said Cooper. “I wanted and expected it to be 
the best. Everyone hopes for their final year to 
be a success and I’m no different. It hurts 
sometimes because it hasn’t gone the way I 
had hoped.”

It’s not difficult to understand his 
dissatisfaction. He is a hulking 6-foot-2, 
252-pounder. Going intq his final year, he was a 
three-year starter for perennial Class AAAA 
power Valdosta High. He developed a 
reputation as a rugged football player.

But along came his senior year and trouble. 
It began in the first scrimmage of the season 
under the lights at Cleveland Field. Cooper, 
playing hard as usual, went for a tackle and 
felt something snap in his right ankle. He 
would later learn that his ankle was cracked.

“I had never really been hurt like that 
before,” recahed Cooper. “I didn’t reaHy know 
how to handle it. Being unable to perform [at 
100 percent] hurt me very badly but at the 
same time it helped me to become a stronger 
person.”

About a week later, the captains were voted 
upon by the players. Kennedy Cooper, the 
three-year starter, was not one of them.

“I felt so bad about not being a captain,” 
said Cooper. “I always wanted to be a captain 
in my senior year but when I wasn’t named to 
be one it hurt really bad. Coach [Nick] Hyder 
came up to me and said ‘You know, I wasn’t 

< the captain of my football team my senior year 
either.’ That made me feel better. He knew 
how much I wanted to become a captain, but 
just him saying that made me think it was not 
the end of the world.

“Last year, the only thing that was 
important to me was going to college. I didn’t 
care about anything else. I wanted to play and 
be a part of a major college program. But 
when I got injured, my whole perspective 
changed.”

So Kennedy Cooper began the season as a 
spot performer. Injury had whittled away both 
his pride and his athletic ability. It was 
something he wasn’t used to.

When it came time to get his picture taken 
for the limes-Union Super 11 football team, he 
felt like an over-the-hill player trying to 
recreate the past. Before he knew it, there 
w?re rumors around Region 1-AAAA that he 
was overrated. Those rumors instilled a sense 
of determination inside him that has yet to be 
extinguished.

“Kennedy is a super young man,” said 
Hyder. “He’s president of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, sings in the school chorus 
. . . very popular. He felt like he was letting 
everyone down. He didn’t hurt his ankle 
intentionally.

“Some of the coaches got angry with him 
because he didn’t take the treatment. He 
wouldn’t do the heat and ice [treatments] and 
that stuff makes you heal much faster. He may

Things haven’t gone according to plan 
for Kennedy Cooper of Valdosta High, but 
he has adjusted to his injury-plagued sea­

have brought some of the pressure on himself 
but he understands now. He’s got pro 
possibilities. He’s tough when he wants to be 
and may be better suited for the offensive line 
with liis build.” .

In the first round of the region playoffs 
against Thomasville, Cooper played close to his 
potential. He destroyed any play designed to 
run his way and was a catalyst behind the 10-7 
victory.

In last week’s Class AAAA playoff game 
against Warner Robins, Cooper was his old self. 
He was rolling off tackles and making plays 
that he virtually had no chance of making. 
Valdosta won that game 14-7.

“Being hurt has taught me to be patient,” 
said Cooper. “I’ve learned not to be in a hurry. 
It has helped me to settle down. I have learned 
that everyone can be replaced. It has been a 
good experience.

son. He is also planning to be ready Sat­
urday for the AAAA championship game 
against Atlanta Peachtree.

“I got a lot of support from my teammates 
and trusted in God. That helped a lot. I guess 
being a three-year starter, I kind of brought all 
of this on myself. I had always been in the 
limelight. What I want everyone to understand 
is that God has given me the tools to work with 
and I’m doing the best that I can. I’m no 
Herschel Walker.”

There’s not too much time for Kennedy 
Cooper to think about what the recruiters think 
of him. The Valdosta Wildcats will be playing 
for their 16th state championship Saturday 
night against Atlanta Peachtree. Some schools 
still have expressed interest in him, but a good 
showing in that game will improve his 
damaged stock.

The original plan called for a stellar senior 
season. Since that fizzled, he has adopted 
another one calling for a fine performance in 
the championship game.

This is one plan that had better work.



Preps
Daryl Bell

Times-Union Sports Writer

AAAA championship
inatches 2 unbeatens

In August, they were all consid­
ered contenders. But by the end of 
September, they were separated 
from the pretenders.

For eight teams, two of which 
are from the Times-Union area, 
the quest for a state title involves 
one more win.

Valdosta, ranked No. 1 in the 
state and No. 2 in the nation, will 
be going for its 16th state title 
when it plays host to Atlanta 
Peachtree at Cleveland Field. The 
Wildcats, who have been favored 
all year long, will be representing 
Region 1 while Peachtree is rep­
resenting Region 7.

The ironic thing is that never 
before have two undefeated 
teams appeared in the Class 
AAAA champion^. ^ ne. Both 
teams are 14-0. *

Bainbridge will oe on the road 
to take on Region 8 champion 
Gainesville in for the Class AAA 
title. It is the first time that Bain­
bridge has ever been in a state 
championship position. Both 
teams have a record of 13-1.

“This will be the first time that 
the school has ever had a team in 
the state championship,” said 
coach Ralph Jones. ‘Tn fact, its 
the first time that any team in the 
school has been in the state cham­
pionships.

“We’re really excited pumped 
up, and ready to go. We’re a little 
surprised to be here [in the Class 
AAA finals]. I’m sure the kids felt 
they could win the state but I felt 
that we would at least be compet­
itive. When you’re talking about a 
state championship, you’re talking 
about a lot of luck. Anyone will 
tell you that.”

The only drawback for the 
Bearcats is that they will be on 
the road, but they should be used 
to it by now. Bainbridge has only 
played host to one playoff game. 
Because it finished second to 
Mitchell-Baker, Bainbridge was 
on the road for the entire Region 
1 AAA playoffs. In last week’s 
semifinal game, Bainbridge de­
feated Glenn Hills 28-7 in its only 
home appearance.

•z Something should be done 
about the state final football for­
mat. It’s not fair for officials to 
expect a team to be on the road 
for as long as six hours and be 
prepared for a 48-minute war on 
the gridiron.

If the Georgia High School As­
sociation wants to be fair, they 
would adopt playing all champion­
ship games at neutral sites. Now,

some school officials would say 
that playing the games at neutral 
sites would mean spending more 
money. They would site the costs 
of lodging and for use of a field as 
deterrants.

But there may be a major ob­
stacle standing in the way of such 
a ruling — crowd participation. 
To play the game at a neutral site 
may mean losing good crowds, 
which recently has prompted con­
cern among school officials. If a 
championship was to be played, 
say 200 miles away, many people 
would just as easily sit home and 
wait for the outcome on the even­
ing news.

It’s just a bad predicament that 
just won’t ^* ^ny better.

iz West Rome has made it to 
the Class A A championship game 
but the Chieftans are without the 
services of their leading rusher. 
Senior fullback David McCluskey, 
one of the state’s top college foot­
ball prospects, was absent from 
West Rome’s 22-19 victory over 
East Hall last week because he 
had been ruled ineligible.

McCluskey, who rushed for 
1,503 yards and 17 touchdowns for 
the 14-0 Chieftans this season, en­
tered the ninth grade on Nov. 27, 
1978. Under GHSA rules, a player 
is eligible for only eight semesters 
— which means McCluskey’s time 
ran out two Weeks ago.

“It’s just one of those things,” 
said West Rome Coach Mike 
Hodges. “The practice before I 
came here was to hold back a kid 
for an extra quarter in the eighth 
grade if he was having any kind of 
academic difficulties.

“I put a stop to that when I got 
here, but I came a year too late 
for David. There’s no way around 
the eight semester rule. It’s been 
tried too many times before.”

West Rome will play Mary Per­
sons for the Class A A title Satur­
day.

iz The All-Region teams are 
coming in and in Region 1-AAAA, 
Westover coach Paul Lounsberry 
won the coach of the year award 
for the second consecutive sea­
son. This season he guided the Pa­
triots to their first-ever Region 1- 
AAAA South sub-region title. In 
1981, he led Westover to the play­
offs for the first time.

tz The Region 1-AAA coach of 
the year is Mitchell-Baker’s Jack 
Raley. He guided the Eagles to a 
Region 1-AAA West sub-region ti­
tle. Last year, Mitchell-Baker cap­
tured the Region 1-AA champion­
ship. ; a.
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Michele Ingram Mixes Majors

Essay, Oboe Surprise
Her In Competitions

PEOPLE
Man ia McRae. Editor

“Music was just a hobby, 
something I picked up in high 
school,” she said.

By Times Staff Writer
It’s ironic two recent 

honors Michele Ingram 
received were in areas in , 
which she had no formal 
training. f

The daughter of Jim and | 
Josette Ingram of Valdosta * 
competed among more than 
3,000 essayists on an in­
ternational level and also won ' A 
a music scholarship to Agnes * 
Scott College in Decatur.

The Valdosta High School 
graduate first won the local 
essay competition sponsored 
by the Civitan Club here. As 
winner she received a $100 
savings bond and got to 
compete on the district level.

She said she was surprised 
to learn her essay won first in 
district which made her 
eligible for international 
competition.

The topic given to write on 
was special interest groups 
and did they hurt your rights 
as a private citizen. Miss 
Ingram said they did not.

The 18-year-old said other 
than one attempt at an essay 
competition in her junior 
year, she’d never entered any ( 
other writing contests. (

• She also didn’t plan on a 
music major before receiving 
an unexpected scholarship to 
Agnes Scott. Her plans were < 
for clinical psychology. i

She was a section leader in 
her high school band where 
she mostly played the oboe 
and sometimes the 
saxophone.

VHS head music director, 
Joe David, was her main 
inspiration and now she’s 
taking lessons from Dr. John 
H. Curtis.

Miss Ingram said in 
deciding on which college to 
attend she did the usual. She 
went around to the different 
campuses, talked with 
counselors and had her mind 
made up on her major.

“Agnes Scott is a small 
college and they were kind of 
interested when they heard I

Times Staff Photo

played the oboe,” she said.
She went home, made a 

recording and sent it back to 
the college. They called and 
told her she had the 
scholarship.

“So I will double major in 
music and psychology and go 
on to graduate school in 
psychology,” she said. “I 
don’t know if music will
continue that far.”

Miss Ingram, who was 
editor of the VHS yearbook 
and member of the Drama 
and Beta clubs, said being an 
honor graduate and named 
senior superlative are what 
she feels are her biggest 
honors.

“They are more of an honor 
to me than anything else 
because they are handpicked 
by the teachers.” -
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Showdown
Lowndes, Valdosta Renew Their Hardwood Wars Tonight
By DAN CHILDS 

Times Sports Editor
For Lowndes girls basketball 

coach Steve Kebler, it’s been 
almost like receiving an early 
Christmas present.

Kebler knew at the outset of 
the season that his Vikettes had 
the potential to become a 
strong team, but he didn’t 
realize their progress would be 
as rapid as it has proven to be 
thus far this season.

The Lowndes girls have 
taken the floor five times this 
season, and they’ve left the 
floor as winners in four of those 
outings, the most recent of 
which was a 72-57 triumph over 
the Wasps of Cook Saturday 
night. Tonight, however, 
Kebler and the Vikettes could 
find out a bit more about what 
kind of team they have as they 
host Coach Jo Ellis’ Valdosta 
team, which has been im­
pressive in its own right in the

early going of the season.
“I’m pleasantly surprised,” 

Kebler said of his squad’s 
progress this year. “I didn’t 
expect they would play this 
well before Christmas. But 
they seem to be responding 
well.”

The Lady Wildcats should 
prove to be a more-than- 
adequate early season 
challenge for Kebler’s squad. 
The Valdosta girls have been 
as feisty in the early season 
games as Ellis had hoped they 
would be at the beginning of 
the campaign. Valdosta is 
coming off Saturday night’s 
67-27 pounding of Westover, its 
third victory of the season 
against no defeats.

Tonight’s game, which gets 
under way at 7 p.m., should 
prove to be an entertaining 
battle between a pair of teams 
with similar strengths: both 
are capable of playing a fast­

i ■

paced running game, and both 
are capable of doing it quite 
well.

“WeTl have to control the 
tempo of the game and rebound 
well to be able to win,” Kebler 
remarked.

“We’re a young team in 
some respects,” he added, “so 
Valdosta has to be considered 
to be the favorite. They have 
everybody back from last 
year’s team except for one girl. 
They are well-coached, and 
they have a lot of good athletes 
on the team.”

The Lowndes offense looks to 
Renee Wilson to carry much of 
the scoring burden for the 
Vikettes. Wilson is averaging 
just under 20 points per game. 
The Lady Wildcats, 
meanwhile, will depend heavily 
upon Andrea Roberts to pro­
vide a good deal of Valdosta’s 
scoring punch.

Tonight’s battle will be the 
first meeting of the two teams 
since the Vikettes ambushed 
Valdosta in last year’s sub­
region tournament.

In the boys game, Valdosta 
will be seeking its first victory 
of the year against Coach 
Terry Wilkes’ 3-2 Vikings.

Wildcat coach Mike 
O’Brien’s squad has been 
plagued by inconsistency in its 
three outings so far. O’Brien 
hopes he can see some im­
provement over the most re­
cent loss, which came in a 70-55 
decision Saturday night at 
Westover.

“We have to be consistent,” 
he said. “That’s been our 
problem this year. Lowndes 
has an experienced team — 
they’ve played together for two 
or three years. If we have a 
couple of lax moments against 
them, they could blow the 
game open on us. We’ll have to

keep our composure against 
them throughout the game.”

One of the projects O’Brien’s 
young team will be involved in 
tonight will be finding a way to 
shut down wing Darryl Chan­
dler, who is averaging better 
than 20 points per game. The 
Wildcat offense, meanwhile, 
will likely try to get the ball to 
its leading scorer, Jerome 
Berrian, as often as possible.

“Lowndes has a well- 
balanced team. They can do it 
all,’’O’Brien said.

“We’re struggling,“ he 
added. “It would really be a 
big boost for us to play well 
against Lowndes. I think that 
would really help us for the 
rest of the season. I feel that if 
we can continue to make the 
improvement we’ve made 
since the beginning of the 
season, we can have a fine 
team. If things will fall in line 
for us, we could be a factor in 
the region tournament.”

Times SfaH

Coach Jo Ellis Hopes Her Lady Cats Can Remain Undefeated
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A new plan for Kennedy Cooper

Valdosta defensive lineman is ready for A AAA title game
By Daryl Bell 

Times-Union Sports Writer

VALDOSTA, Ga. — Before the season began, 
Kennedy Cooper had his senior season laid out 
as if it were a road map.

A defensive lineman, he would terrorize 
quarterbacks and punish any offensive lineman 
who dared to push a running back past him. 
Then the recruiters would come begging him to 
be a part of their collegiate programs.

It was the perfect plan.
But the one thing that Kennedy Cooper didn’t 

count on was being hampered by an injury. He 
also didn’t count on having a sub-par season.

“I was looking forward to my senior year,” 
said Cooper. “I wanted and expected it to be 
the best. Everyone hopes for their final year to 
be a success and I’m no different. It hurts 
sometimes because it hasn’t gone the way I 
had hoped.”

It’s not difficult to understand his 
dissatisfaction. He is a hulking 6-foot-2, 
252-pounder. Going into his final year, he was a 
three-year starter for perennial Class AAAA 
power Valdosta High. He developed a 
reputation as a rugged football player.

But along came his senior year and trouble. 
It began in the first scrimmage of the season 
under the lights at Cleveland Field. Cooper, 
playing hard as usual, went for a tackle and 
felt something snap in his right ankle. He 
would later learn that his ankle was cracked.

“I had never really been hurt like that 
before,” recalled Cooper. “I didn’t really know 
how to handle it. Being unable to perform [at 
100 percent] hurt me very badly but at the 
same time it helped me to become a stronger 
person.”

About a week later, the captains were voted 
upon by the players. Kennedy Cooper, the 
three-year starter, was not one of them.

“I felt so bad about not being a captain,” 
said Cooper. “I always wanted to be a captain 
in my senior year but when I wasn’t named to 
be one it hurt really bad. Coach [Nick], Hyder 
came up to me and said ‘You know, I wasn’t 

{the captain of my football team my senior year 
either.’ That made me feel better. He knew 
how much I wanted to become a captain, but 
just him saying that made me think it was not 
the end of the world.

“Last year, the only thing that was 
important to me was going to college. I didn’t 
care about anything else. I wanted to play and 
be a part of a major college program. But 
when I got injured, my whole perspective 
changed.”

So Kennedy Cooper began the season as a 
spot performer. Injury had whittled away both 
his pride and his athletic ability. It was * 
something he wasn’t used to.

When it came time to get his picture taken 
for the Times-Union Super 11 football team, he 
felt like an over-the-hill player trying to 
recreate the past. Before he knew it, there 
wore rumors around Region 1-AAAA that he 
was overrated. Those rumors instilled a sense 
of determination inside him that has yet to be 
extinguished.

“Kennedy is a super young man,” said 
Hyder. “He’s president of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, sings in the school chorus 
. . . very popular. He felt like he was letting 
everyone down. He didn’t hurt his ankle 
intentionally.

“Some of the coaches got angry with him 
because he didn’t take the treatment. He 
wouldn’t do the heat and ice [treatments] and 
that stuff makes you heal much faster. He may

Things haven’t gone according to plan 
for Kennedy Cooper of Valdosta High, but 
he has adjusted to his injury-plagued sea­

have brought some of the pressure on himself 
but he understands now. He’s got pro . 
possibilities. He’s tough when he wants to be 
and may be better suited for the offensive line 
with his build.”

In the first round of the region playoffs 
against Thomasville, Cooper played close to his 
potential. He destroyed any play designed to 
run his way and was a catalyst behind the 10-7 
victory.

In last week’s Class AAAA playoff game 
against Warner Robins, Cooper was his old self. 
He was rolling off tackles and making plays 
that he virtually had no chance of making. 
Valdosta won that game 14-7.

“Being hurt has taught me to be patient,” 
said Cooper. “I’ve learned not to be in a hurry. 
It has helped me to settle down. I have learned 
that everyone can be replaced. It has been a 
good experience.

son. He is also planning to be ready Sat­
urday for the AAAA championship game 
against Atlanta Peachtree.

“I got a lot of support from my teammates 
and trusted in God. That helped a .lot. I guess 
being a three-year starter, I fond of brought all 
of this on myself. I had always been in the 
limelight. What I want everyone to understand 
is that God has given me the tools to work with 
and I’m doing the best that I can. I’m no 
Herschel Walker.”

There’s not too much time for Kennedy 
Cooper to think about what the recruiters think 
of him. The Valdosta Wildcats will be playing 
for their 16th state championship Saturday 
night against Atlanta Peachtree. Some schools 
still have expressed interest in him,, but a good 
showing in that game will improve his 
damaged stock.

The original plan called for a stellar senior 
season. Since that fizzled, he has adopted 
another one calling for a fine performance in 
the championship game.

This is one plan that had better work.
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‘Fe didn’t make the big play 5

Blown chances haunt Peachtree

Peachtree’s P.J. Johnson had trouble coping with lose to Valdosta

By Steve Figueroa
Staff Writer

Years from now, when fans who braved the steady 
ownpour to attend Saturday night’s Class AAAA state 
hampionship football game between Valdosta and Peach- 
ree are asked to recount the tale, two very different I 
tories are likely to be voiced. J

Those who wore the black and gold of Valdosta and 
randished signs reading “Paw Power” will speak proudly 
f the defense that bent but didn’t break, of the spectacu- 
ar 88-yard, 15-play touchdown march just before half- I 
ime that tied the contest 7-7, and in particular, of Her- I 
>ert Lowe’s dramatic 24-yard field goal that came with 
ust 33 seconds remaining and provided Valdosta with a | 
.0-7 victory and the school’s 16th state title.

On the other side of the field, some 2,000 fans decked | 
jut in the red, white and blue of the Peachtree Patriots - 
inder the yellow rain gear, that is — will remember a 
iifferent game. They’ll recall the field goal that barely 
missed, the drive that ended on a pass interception at the 
Valdosta 3-yard line, the blocked punt that came to noth­
ing and the fumble at the Valdosta 23 on the firet posses­
sion of the all-important third quarter. To Peachtree 
faithful, this will always be the championship that got 
away.

“We had our chances early in the game, and we just 
didn’t make the big play,” said Peachtree coach T 
McFerrin, whose Patriots ended their best season ever at 
14-1 “The way we played in the first half, we should have 
won.’ We went down to Valdosta thinking we could win, I 
and in no way were our boys intimidated by playing on 
Cleveland Field. If anything, ValdosU looked like the 
team that was intimidated at the start of the game.

“But we didn’t take advantage of our chances. We got I 
the ball down there four times and only got seven points 
on the board. That was the story of the game. I know we I 
were just kinda hanging on there in the second half, but I 
the game was changed around completely when we 
missed all those chances in the first half.

For the record, Peachtree dominated the first 16 
minutes of the game, rolling up 127 yards total offense 
and seven first downs on 22 plays to just 14 yards and no 
first downs on six plays for Valdosta. But Kirk Roach 
missed a 37-yard field goal by just a couple of feet to end 
the first Peachtree possession and quarterback Todd 
Rampley had a pass picked off at the Valdosta 3 by Jeff 
Spivey to end the third Patriot drive.

Peachtree moved 67 yards on 11 plays on its second 
possession to go ahead 7-0 on Brad Shroeder s 1-yard run, 
but instead of being up 17-0, the Patriots’ lead was just a 
touchdown. And when Peachtree failed to capatilize on a 
blocked punt at the Valdosta 38 on their fourth possession 
of the game, the host Wildcats suddenly realized they 
were still in the football game.

From that point on, the sleeping Valdota offense 
awoke and controlled the football with a powerful ninning 
attack and some timely passing by quarterback Ted West. 
After missing his first five attempts, West connected on 7 
of his last 17 for 85 yards and some key first downs.

The Wildcats passed Peachtree in the battle of the 
statistics with 284 yards total offense and 18 first downs 
to 238 yards and 11 firsts for the Patriots. Valdosta ran 69 
plays to 46 for Peachtree thanks to a 36-18 edge in the 
second half.

But when asked afterwards if the best team won, 
McFerrin frowned as if in pain and, after a long pause, 
said softly, “We could have won. We had ’em.” >,
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Taming The Shrew
Members of Valdosta High School’s one-act play cast perform a 

scene from Shakespeare’s “The Taming Of The Shrew,” during a 
presentation of a one-act adaptation of the work this week at the 
high school. The group’s performance last week at the Region 
l-AAAA meet earned it second place, while actress Cammie

Buerry was named the region’s best actress, the second year in a 
row she has earned the honor. From left, Miss Buerry, as 
Katherina; Jim Resenhouse, as Petruchio, and Paul Johnson, as 
Baptista, Katherina’s father. — Times Staff Photo by Joe) 
Ivansco.

ui
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^O^ Sports Briefs 
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‘Cat Wrestlers
Pin Westover

The Valdosta High wrestling team opened its season on a 
winning note Wednesday night with a 61-18 shellacking of 
Westover.

The Wildcats will participate in the Cook County Invitational 
Friday and Saturday in Aael as one of 16 teams vying for the 
title.

Led by nine pins, two decisions and one forfeit, the ‘Cats had 
little trouble disposing of Westover.

The quickest pin of the night went to Valdosta’s Greg Prine who 
downed Allen Page in just 29 seconds.

Individual Winners for Valdosta were: Jason Bennett (99 lb), 
Terry Wortham (106 lb), Steve Kaiser (113 lb), Greg Prine (120 
lb), Mark Levy (126 lb), Craig Jenkins (139 lb), Jack Priest (146 
lb), Danny McLeod (156 lb), Frank Abney (168 lb), Victor 
Way mon (186 lb), and Leon Johnson (heavyweight).

Valdosta JVs Defeat Cook
The Valdosta Junior Varsity wrestling team had little trouble 

with with Cook Wednesday as it recorded a 61-12 win over the 
Hornets. The Wildacts’ JV team is now 2-0 on the season.

Winners for the Valdosta JV were: Andrew Kaiser, Scott 
Richardson, Craig Klement, Jerry Purvis, Tony Alexander, Clay 
Powell, Kevin Lnacaster, Jerry Stacks, Mike Swank, James 
Wakefield and Jimmy Lewis.



VU!Err Dec.

dshaw Success Tribute To DECA
Special To The Times

One thing most students find 
out about D.E. is that it 
prepares them for today’s 
fast-pace business. Debhra 
Bradshaw, a former D.E. stu­
dent. agrees that the M.D.E. 
program is helpful to working 
students.

Mrs. Bradshaw joined the 
M.D.E. program when she was 
a junior in 1967. She became

interested in the program when 
she decided to work during her 
junior and and senior year.

While she was an active 
member, Mrs. Bradshaw 
worked at Baytree Pharmacy 
and Modern Homes. She 
worked at the snack-bar in the 
pharmacy where she became 
interested in food marketing.

Mrs. Bradshaw said. “Food 
marketing has also been an

interest to me because I like to 
meet the public and I enjoy 
preparing food.”

After graduating in 1967. 
Mrs. Bradshaw did not pursue 
her career at once. In 1968. she 
had her first job at Davis 
Brothers Cafeteria working as 
a line person.

She worked her way up to 
cashier, assistant manager, 
and to her present job as 
manager. Mrs. Bradshaw said

she considered other careers, 
but she always came back to 
the food market.

As manager of Davis 
Brothers Cafeteria, Mrs. 
Bradshaw must know how to do 
everything in the restaurant. 
She ’ must know everything 
from how to cook to running 
the service line.

Mrs. Bradshaw was a 
member of D.E. while Mr.

Greene was the instructor. Mr. 
Greene said “Debhra was a 
fine student who had a sense of 
pride and interest whether in 
class or at her job. she was the 
kind of student who you enjoy 
having in a class because she 
was cooperative and she had a 
good attitude.”

He also said he is not sur­
prised that she became a 
successful manager. She has 
all the qualities it takes to be a

successful person.
Not only was she an active 

member in D.E.. she was also 
a member of Tri High Y, the 
Marching Cat Band, chorus, 
and the Pep Club.

Debhra Bradshaw recom­
mends the M.D.E. program to 
students. She said it helps them 
learn about marketing and 
settles their minds on the 
career they want.

DECA: Leadership Of Future
Special To The Times

What is DECA?
DECA identifies the program of student activity relating to 

MDE-Marketing and Distributive Education.
It is designed to develop future leaders for Marketing and 

Distribution.
DECA is the only national student organization operating 

within the nation’s schools to attract young people to careers in 
marketing, merchandising, and management.

DECA and the student: MDE students have common objectives 
and interest in that each is studying for a specific objective.

DECA activities have a tremendous psychological effect upon 
the attitudes of students, and many students have no other 
opportunities to participate in social activities of the school or to

develop responsibilities of citizenship.
DECA members learn to serve as leaders and followers and 

they have the opportunity for state and national recognition that 
they would not have otherwise.

DECA and the school: DECA chapter activities are always 
school-centered, thus contributing to the school’s purpose of 
preparing well-adjusted, employable students.

Chapter activities serve the Marketing and Distributive 
Education teacher as a teaching tool by creating interest in all 
phases of Marketing and Distribution study, and serve as an 
avenue of expansion for individual talent.

The chapter is the “show window” for student achievement and 
progress and is the public relations arm of the MDE Instructional 
Program.

It attracts students to the MDE Program who are interested in 
marketing management and distribution careers and assists in 
subject matter presentation.

DECA and the nation: MDE instruction and DECA activity 
constantly emphasize America’s system of competition and 
private enterprise.

Self help among students is the rule rather than the exception 
and DECA leaders give constant encouragement to continued 
education.

History has proven that whenever a nation’s channels of 
distribution fail to function, that nation is short-lived.

As DECA attracts more of our nations youth to study 
marketing and distribution, the total MDE Program becomes a 
vital necessity to our national economy.

DECA President Motivated
In Supporting Club Activities

Special To The Times
DECA’s new club president 

for the 1982-83 school year is 
Lisa Jenkins, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Yentzer. She is a 
senior at Valdosta High and a 
very highly motivated girl in 
supporting her club.

As club president, her re­
sponsibilities include organiz­
ing club projects, being present 
during all club activities and 
offering her leadership at all 
club functions.

At 17, Lisa has excelled in 
many if not all of her academ­
ics at Valdosta High. She is a 
second-year student in market­
ing and distributive education 
and feels that the club will 
have a good year as it begins to 
prepare for the annual district, 
state and national competition.

The primary goal of the club, 
however, is the coming of their 
annual Marketing and Dis­
tributive Education day which 
is celebrated with a breakfast.
It is attended by Mayor Ernest 
Nijem, who officially pro­
claims MDE Day.

The other newly-elected of-

LISA JENKINS 
VHS Senior 

ficers who will be attending the 
breakfast are Lisa Herbert, 
wife of Michael A. Herbert,

vice president; Barbie 
Carmichael, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wayne Carmichael, 
treasurer; and Tina Greene, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Greene, secretary.

Also attending will be Jay 
Greene, son of Norman 
Greene, Division One vice pres­
ident; Renee Bajalia, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Bajalia, 

: Division Two vice president; 
Billy Fisher, Division Three 
vice president.

Also Nichole Roesch, daugh­
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Gunter 
Roesch, historian; Shannon 
Santos, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ted Santos, and Mandy 
Smith, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hulyn Smith, reporters; 
and Richard Irby, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Vaughn Irby, chap­
lain.

Dana Day, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Day is the 
Marketing and Distributive 
Education’s Sweetheart; and 
Norman Greene, Marketing 
and Distributive Education’s 
coordinator, is the club’s 
advisor.

DECA Briefs

Activities Abound In HIDE
VKsL^r?"^^ Distribut've Education Program at 
VHS is a multifaceted program.
ac!tvitiesh0Ut the year MDE members Participate in many

The Marketing and Distributive Education Program 
teaches marketing, merchandising, and management and is 
InT0^ h^01^ student organization operating within the 
fields" S Scho°s t0 attract young people to careers these 

m^vTn8 “? D‘stribut‘on Education Club is designed 
♦ ^^op future leaders as well as followers and heln 

StM^^ stu^yfor specific career objectives. P
?n^ Distribution Education members also have 

th® ^Po^un^y f°r state and national recognition 
u^2/ blJ!ln?sses favor hirin8 MDE students and many 
Kv?c.^ have Poised DECA for

Nijem Declares MDE Day
Special To The Times

Mayor Ernest Nijem declared Dec. 17,1982, Marketing and 
Distributive Education Day in Valdosta. MDE Day is 
sponsored by the Valdosta High School DE Club.

“This is a day we set aside to thank our employers and 
other people who support our club,” said Norman Greene, 
teacher coordinator of the club.

The day was highlighted with reading of the proclamation 
by Mayor Nijem at a kickoff breakfast at Sambo’s 
Restaurant this morning.

DECA Growing Rapidly
Beginning in 1947 with only 800 members in 17 charter 

states, the Distributive Education Clubs of America has 
grown to approximately 500,000 members from fifty states, 
the District of Columbia and Puerto Rica, according to 
Norman Greene, DECA chapter advisor for Valdosta High 
School. B „

“The growth and development of DECA has been rapid, 
Greene said. . .

“Many interested educators and business organizations 
have given their advice, their cooperation, and their support. 
Past growth and plans for the future give every indication 
that DECA is destined to become one of the leading student 
organizations of our time.” •

MDE Has Three Purposes
There are three purposes to the Marketing and Distributive 

^T^e first is to assist state associations in the growth and 
development. .

The second is to further develop education in marketing 
and distrubution. This will contribute to occupational 
competence.

The third is to promote understanding and appreciation for 
the responsibilities of citizenship in our free, competitive 
enterprise system.

MDE More Than Classroom
The Marketing and Distributive Education program 

consists of classroom instruction in the morning and on the 
job training in carefully selected business in the afternoon.

The afternoon laboratory part of the program, supervised 
by the employer and the coordinator, gives the students an 
opportunity to put into practice the related instruction 
received in the morning session.

The Marketing and Distributive Education program is in 
its 25th year at Valdosta High School. The program has 
developed from a class of 12 to a bout 75 students.

Many of the students who came through the program 
attribute their success to the deducation and guidance they 
received in the classroom and on-the-job training.

Students Reap Earnings
During the 1981-82 school year, the 71 students in the 

Valdosta High School MDE Program earned a total of 
$138,865.00 while working about 43,875 hours on the job.

That means that each student in the program averages 
about $1995.00 in salary and 617 work hours during the year.

Statewide, the 7,000 high school co-op students earned 
approximately $16,000 while working about 5,040,000 hours at 
their training jobs.









'Dost a
Active

Special To The Tinies
The Valdosta chapter of 

Distributive Education Clubs of 
America is one of the busiest 
chapters in the state and one of 
the most active clubs at VHS. 
The club’s calendar usually 
includes schoolwide activities, 
DECA program development 
projects and civic affairs.

To support the Wildcats and 
the student body of VHS, DECA 
paints spirit signs, prints 
bumper stickers, sells 
homecoming mums, 
participates in the homecom­
ing parade and puts up bulletin 
boards around the school.

Two major activities which 
keep the club busy are the VHS 
Program Development Project 
and the “Action Now” MDECA 
Youth. The Program Develop­
ment project is highlighted by 
a newspaper spread in the 
Valdosta Daily Time, signs 
around the city, and com­
mercials informing the public 
of National DECA Week.

Ilie Valdosta Daily Times, Fri.. Dec. 17. 1982—1 5—

Club

DE Club Sweetheart Displays Emblem

DECA Emblem
Full Of Meaning

For the Action Now DECA 
Youth Project, the club pres­
ents an informative fair dis­
play and billboards in heavy 
traffic areas around the 
county.

The MDE program has 
always been concerned with 
civic consciousness. In re­
cognizing the needs of others, 
the club takes Christmas pres­
ents to needy families and 
prepares Thanksgiving 
baskets.

The club helps the Boys & 
Girls Club of Valdosta with 
volunteer help for special ac­
tivities during the year.

As a national organization, 
the club is also busy with 
meetings of district, state, and 
national levels.

Each year the club strives to 
live up to DECA’s high stan­
dards. become involved in 
more projects, succeed in 
areas of competition and at­
tend the national conference in 
New Orleans, La.

Leaders And Followers
Special To The Times

The Marketing and Dis­
tributive Education Program is 
designed to develop future 
leaders in marketing and dis­
tribution.

DECA attracts young people 
to careers in these two fields. 
The members of DECA learn 
to serve as both followers and 
leaders. Many have op­

portunities in state and na­
tionalcontests.

DECA chapter activities are 
always school-centered, which 
contributes to the school’s 
purpose of preparing well- 
adjusted. employed citizens. 
The members of DECA play a 
big role in the community as 
they make many studies and 
surveys to aid economic devel­
opment.

Accurate Description
Requires Name Chang

Special To The Times production and consumption.
Many people, reading our But, in 1960, the Committee 

pr 
noticed a change in the name of 
our program. (Marketing and 
Distributive Education).

Distributive Education was 
an inaccurate description of 
our program offering. It told 
our prospective customers 
(students, parents, and

promotion package today, have on Definition of the American
~_^__j__i------ - ,u---------- c Marketing used the term

“marketing” as the perfor­
mance of business activities 
that direct the flow of goods 
and services from producer to 
consumer.

Many of our post-secondary 
institutions (tech schools, 
junior colleges, and collegs) 
have already adopted the Mar­
keting Educatin Terminology.

Dr. Richard Lynch, professor 
and program leader for mar­
keting education at Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State

employees) very little about 
our program and its services.

“Distributive Education” 
was an appropriate term in 
1937 to describe the new feder­
ally-funded vocational educa­
tion program designed to train 
workers in the distributive 
occupations. It was “distribu­
tion” that was the term used at 
that time to identify that area 
of economic activities between

With these thoughts in mind, 
most people involved in Dis­
tributive Education felt that 
Marketing would be a more 
correct way of describing our 
program, resulting in the name 
change from Distributive Edu­
cation to Marketing and Dis­
tributive Education.

In the near future, we will 
probably see the term Dis­
tributive dropped and the name 
become Marketing Education.

University, 
advocate of 
change.

is a strong 
the identity

Dr. Lynch, who provided
most of the information for this 
article, recently initiated the 
complete name change at VPI.

Dr. Lynch says, “It is our 
hope that other programs and 
departments can utilize our 
rationale and perhaps 
strenghten it to make a similar 
change in their departments.”

Special To the Times
The DECA emblem is sym­

bolic of all the things that the 
Distributive Education Clubs of 
America offer its members.

The emblem, a diamond, is a 
familiar sight around the 
campus.

Vocational understanding, 
civic consciousness, social in­
telligence, and leadership dev­
elopment are symbolized by 
each point of the diamond.

After participating in the 
Marketing and Distributive 
Education program, a student 
is well prepared to take his 
place in the business world. He 
has developed a sense of voca­
tional understanding.

Civic consciousness is taught 
to the Marketing and Dis­
tributive Education program 
student through both class and 
chapter work. The student 
learns to recognize his obliga­
tion to the community. He does 
this by studying community

needs and planning community 
betterment.

Social intelligence is gained 
through activities and social 
events sponsored by the MDE 
Club. The DECA member is 
given the chance to develop his 
poise and social graces that are 
so necessary in our growing 
society.

Leadership development is 
the last point of the diamond. 
The MDE program holds many 
activities throughout the year 
which supply opportunities to 
participate and learn to be 
good leaders as well as good 
followers.

In the center of the DEAC 
diamond is a wrapped 
package. This package stands 
for a job well done and a 
well-rounded education. This is 
achieved through the coopera­
tion of the school administra­
tion, teachers, parents, and 
businessmen, all working 
together to develop the student.
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Lowndes Christmas Tourney

Valdosta Girls Make
Point With Lowndes

By STEVE CORRIGAN 
Times Staff Writer

If there was ever any question who had 
the better team after the Valdosta Lady 
Wildcats nipped Lowndes 50-49 two weeks 
ago, it was laid to rest last night as VHS 
returned the Lowndes Gymnasium and 
handed the Vikettes a 51-44 loss in the 
semifinals of the Lowndes Christmas 
Tournament.

The Lady ‘Cat win sets up a showdown 
with Cook, who shocked second seeded 
Berrien 55-42 earlier in the evening, 
Monday night at 7.

In other semifinal action Echols County 
avercame a slow start to defeat Valdosta

Valdosta 10 23 35 52
Echols 13 30 41 60

INDIVIDUALSTATS
Valdosta: Bailey 13, Daniels 2, Folsom 12, 

Gamble 14, Perry 7, West 4
Echols: Barrett 13, Brown 16, Gilmore 10, 

Jarrard 2, Collier 19 .

60-52 and Berrien County took a slowed 
down 38-30 win from Lowndes.

Valdosta’s Ronnie Melvin led all 
scorers with 16 points, all of which came 
from the field. Two other Lady ‘Cats, 
Bridget Harrell and Shevon Peeler, added 
10 points each.

Lowndes was led by Natasha Horne’s 14 
points and Lisa Hughes' 13. Hughes 
picked up her fourth foul with 2:10 left in 
the first naif and missed most of the third 
quarter.

It was during Hughes absence that the 
Lady ‘Cats pulled away from Lowndes. 
Down by one, 26-25, at the intermission, 
Valdosta came out in the second half and 
outscored the Vikettes 12-5 to take a 37-30 
lead. Lowndes added a basket before the 
third period expired to cut Valdosta’s lead

to five going into the fourth quarter.
The Vikettes kept pecking away at the 

Valdosta advantage and finally retook the 
lead, 40-39, with five minutes left in the 
game. The Lowndes lead was short lived, 
though, as VHS scored five straight 
points, including a three-point play bv 
Bridged Harrell with 4:13 left, to go back 
up 44-40.

Valdosta never looked back as it
Valdosta 13 25 37 51
Lowndes 12 26 37 51

INDIVIDUALSTATS .
Valdosta . Conaway 4, Harrell 10, Roberts 9, 

Melvin 16, Peeler 10, Weatherspoon 2
Lowndes: Wilson 3, Hart 6, Hughes 13, 

Williams 2, Register 6, Horne 14

coasted to its seventh straight win of the 
season against no defeats.

Lowndes fell to 6-4.
The Vikettes counterparts, the No. 2 

seeded Lowndes Vikings, suffered a 
similar fate, leaving the 31-year-old 
tournament without either of the host 
teams making it to the finals.

Clay Clark’s Berrien Rebels jumped out 
to an early 5-0 lead over the Vikings with 
4:43 left in the first quarter and and only 
trailed once in the contest on their way to 
a berth in the finals against the top­
seeded Echols Wildcats Monday night at 
8:30. '

Led by Larry Green’s 16 points and 
Charlie Fuller’s 10, the Rebels ran their 
season record to 7-3.

Lowndes, which dropped to 5-4, was led 
by Cliff Godwin's 16 points and Darryl 
Chandler’s 10. It was the first time this 
season that Chandler failed to score over 
20 points.

But Chandler was not alone in his frigid 
shooting. Guard Paul March who punned

continually from the key, failed to score a 
field goal? At the half the Vikings were 3 
of 26 from the field for a pitiful 12 percent.

Despite their poor shooting, the Vikings 
were only down 13-10 at the break.

By the end of the third quarter. 
Berrien’s bulge had reached five, 23-18.

Lowndes battled back and with 3:30 left 
in the game the Vikings took their first 
and only lead of the game, 28-27. It was 
short lived, however, as the Rebels came 
right back down the court and scored to 
retake the lead.

Lowndes could only muster one more 
basket in the game as Berrien sank 5 of 7 
free throws in the waning moments to ice 
the game.

Top seeded Echols County scored eight 
unanswered points to begin the fourth 
quarter to blow an otherwise close game 
wide open against Valdosta and held on to 
win earning a berth in Monday’s finals.

Going into the final period, Echols was 
up by six, 41-35, but after the eight-point 
outburst, it was in control 49-35 with 5:30 
left in the game.

Valdosta was able to trim the lead to 
53-48 with just over a minute to play, but 
consecutive turnovers ruined any chances 
of an upset.

Echols, 8-1, was led by Will Collier’s 19 
points. Willie Barrett added 13, Horace 
Brown 16 and Jeff Gilmore 10 for the 
winners.

Valdosta, 1-7, was led by Todd Gam­
ble’s 14 points. Ervin Bailey scored 13 
points and Derrick Folsom 12 for the 
Wildcats.

Echols overcame a 13-4 first quarter 
deficit to take a 30-23 lead into the 
halftime dressing room.

Tn the first game of the afternoon

The V
aldosta D
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Lowndes High s (Jifl Godwin Battle For Rebound With Two Berrien Defenders
P?1!?^^^ Smith scored 34 points to Berrien was led by Lisa Leland’s 14 today off. The finals will be plaved 
lead the Cook Wasps to a 55-42 upset of points and Simmie Williams' 11. Monday night with the girls' champion 
s^5on, -?ee,i Berrien. May Neloms With the first two rounds completed, the ship tipping off at 7 p.m. The lx>ys will 
added 17 for the winners. Lowndes Christmas Tournament will take follow at 8 30
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Cook, Berrien Capture Titles

Wasps Make Stunning Return
STEVE COR RIC. AM    . . . t-XBy STEVE CORRIGAN

Times Staff Writer
The Cook Wasps stunned the 

31st Lowndes Christmas 
Basketball Tournament not 
once, but twice.

Despite coming into the 
tournament with only one loss 
no one gave the Cook High girls 
team much of a chance of 
capturing the state’s oldest 
prep Christmas cage tourna­
ment crown.

But after Monday night's 
61-57 win over top-seeded and 
previously undefeated Valdos­
ta, the Wasps made believers 
out of the many doubters. But 
unlike Cook’s previous two 
tournament wins, a 68-33 
drubbing of Echols County in 
the first round and a 55-42 
defeat of second-seeded Ber­
rien in the semifinals, the 
decission over the Lady 
Wildcats was no easy chore.

In the boys championship, 
Berrien County knocked off No 
1-seeded Echols 44-37 to claim 
its third Lowndes Christmas 
Tournament title in five years.

Without the services of junior 
forward May Neloms, who left 
the game early in the second

period with a knee injury, Cook 
was forced to rely soley on the 
play of 6-foot-2 senior sensation 
Clemmie Smith. And Smith 
responded to the challenge with 
a tournament-high 30 points, 
nearly half of the Wasps’ total 
points. Melissa Myers helped 
out with 13 points.

Valdosta was led by Andrea 
Roberts’ 20 points and Bridgett 
Harrell’s 16.

In a game that saw Valdosta 
only lead briefly twice in the 
fourth quarter, once at 50-49 
and again at 53-52, the Lady 
Cats spent most of the evening 

playing catch up.
The Wasps opened an early 

8-2 lead and never trailed in the 
first half. Valdosta pulled to 
within one point twice in the 
second quarter, but that was as 
close as it could get as the 
Wasps took a 34-30 lead into 
intermission.

The Lady ‘Cats stayed within 
two most of the third period 
They finally took the lead on a 
Roberts’ three-point play with 
5:10 to remaining in the game. 
But the lead was short lived as 
the Wasps scored five un­
answered points to take a 57-53

lead with less than two minutes 
to play and hung on at the end 
for the win.

Lady ‘Cat coach Jo Ellis said 
her team’s loss, which makes 
VHS 7-1 going into the new 
year, was not due to a letdown 
from an emotional win over 
Lowndes in Saturday night’s 
semifinals.

“No, we knew it was going to 
be tough,” she said. “We knew 
what to expect.”

Despite the loss, Ellis saw 
several positive things from 
her team’s performance.

“I thought we played well in 
every area except rebound­
ing,” she said.

Smith’s play on the boards, 
as well as her scoring output, 
was the determining factor in 
the game Ellis said.

“We knew we had to stop 
Clemmie,” Ellis said. “She’s 
going to get her points. We 
were just hoping to keep her off 
the boards.

“It seemed like every time 
we would get some 
momentum,” Ellis added, 
“something would go wrong.” 

But Valdosta was not the 
only top-seeded team to suffer

a defeat in the finals. Echols 
County came into the holiday 
tourney 8-1 and seeded No. 1. 
The Wildcats left with a 9-2 
record and the second place 
trophy.

Clay Clark’s Berrien team 
scored three straight baskets to 
open the second half to take a 
21-17 lead and never trailed 
after that on the way to a 44-37 
win.

Despite having only four 
players score, the Rebels ran 
their record 8-3.

Echols is 9-2.
Charlie Fuller led the Rebels 

with 26 points, most of which 
came in the second half. The 
senior was deadly from the 
free throw line making 8 of 9 
attempts. James Anderson 
added 12 for the winners.

Echols was led by Horace 
Brown’s 11 points and Willie 
Barrett’s 10.

“We got the lead there in the 
second half and really started 
getting after it,” explained 
Clark. “I’m just real pleased. 
This tournament win gives us a 
good push going into the new 
year. Christmas is time to go 
out on a good note. ”

Following a nip-and-tuck 
first quarter that saw the lead 
change hands six times, Echols 
led 7-6 at the end of the first 
quarter. The Wildcats stayed 
on top the rest of the half and 
carried a 17-15 lead into the 
half.

But the Rebels came out in 
the third quarter and scored 
six unanswered points to turn 
the game around. Echols was 
able to tie the score five times 
in the second half, but could 
never take the lead.

The Rebels finally ended the 
tying trend when Fuller 
exploded for three straight 
hoops to give Berrien a 35-29 
advantage with 4:45 left in the 
game. Echols closed to within 
four, 35-31, but could edge no 
further.

Girls Championship
Y^Osta 12 30 42 57

18 34 44 61 
individualstats

m i^tae^C?naway 6> Harre” 16, Roberts 
Melvin 5, Peeler 8, Weatherspoon 2.

S°°k ~ Smith 30, Batchelor 9, Myers 13, 
Neloms 2, Odoms 5, Tennant 2.

Boys Championship
Echols County
Berrien County 17 27

15 27
37

INDIVIDUALSTATS
RyanZ" ~ Green 2' Parson 12, Fuller 26, 

^.LS^^ Ci"'

Smith’s 30 Points Lifted Cook Over Valdosta









VHS Looks Like Winner ;
But Falls To Lanier

KEVIN PRICE
Times Staff Writer

The Valdosta Wildcats, who came into 
the game 1-7, played perhaps their best 
game of the season but still came out a 
loser as they dropped a 50-47 decision to 
the Lanier County Bulldogs.

The game was a see-saw affair from tne 
outset, and neither team could build a 
substantial lead.

Valdosta, with :10 seconds remaining in 
the third quarter, built its biggest lead of 
the night. With the game tied at 36, 

:k Folsom was fouled while making 
m and stenoed to the line to extend

Derrick Folsom was fouled while making 
a lay-up and stepped to the line to extend 
the lead to three points. However, he 
missed and Todd Gamble was able to put 
the rebound back in to put the Wildcats up 
42-38, heading into the fourth quarter.

In the night’s first game, Valdosta s 
Lady Wildcats poured it on in a 75-20 
victory over Lanier.

Jerome Berrian, who led the Wildcats 
with 19 points, hit a jumper to put 
Valdosta up 44-41 with 6:20 left in the 
game, but the Bulldogs would run off 
seven straight points to go up 48-44 with 
4:14 remaining. , , ...

The Wildcats had several opportunities 
to close the gap or catch the Bulldogs but 
failed to capitalize. Using a half-court 
trap Valdosta caused five turnovers by 
the Bulldogs, but the Wildcats only were 
able to convert one of the turnovers into

points, a lay-up by Mark Perry, which cut 
the lead to 48-46 at the 2:08 mark

On an offensive rebound, Lanier 
County’s Milton Jenkins, who led Lanier 
County with 19 points, was fouled. And he 
sunk both ends of the one-and-one to 
increase the lead to 50-46. .

Valdosta’s Moses Daniels, off a missed 
shot by Barrian, was fouled as he tried to 
follow the shot. After making the first 
free throw, Daniels shot an air-nail on the 
second. , . . „

With only .44 seconds remaining, Bar­
rian had a chance to cut the lead from the 
foul line but missed the front end of his 
one-and-one. J „ , „

Lanier County turned the ball over two 
more times, but Valdosta returned the 
favor by turning it over also. ,

“It was a hard one to lose, Wildcats 
coach Mike O’Brian said after the game. 
“Our kids played well except in the fourth 
quarter, we didn’t take advantage of our 
oppotunities, and it hurt us.”

The Wildcats were also hurt by poor 
free-throw shooting, making only 5 of 15.

“Our free-throw shooting hurt us, 
O’Brian added. “But it always does when 
you lose by three points” .

The Lady Wildcats improved their 
record to 8-1 with the shellacking of the 
Lady Bulldogs. . . .u

Using a full-court press to start the 
game, Valdosta forced 15 first-quarter

turnovers by Lanier County, and the Lady 
Wildcats vaulted to a 33-5 lead at the end 
of the first stanza.

Andrea Roberts scored 12 of her 14 
points, while Ronnie Melvin pumped in 7 
of her game-high 17 points in the first

Coach Jo Ellis was able to play the 
entire squad after jumping out to the big 
first quarter lead. Even with the non­
regulars in the game, Valdosta was able| 
to extend their lead to 44-10 at the half.

The Lady Bulldogs could not score in 
the third quarter until 1:40 was left, and 
the Wildcats had padded their lead to 
56-10 by that time.

Lanier County
Valdosta

Boys

INDIVIDUAL STATS

12 23 38 50
10 24 42 47

Lanier County. A. Ryan 2. Jenkins 19, West 
9, Bryant 5, Hill 5, Raines8

Valdosta: Folsom 6, Berrian 19, Daniels 6, 
Worthy 1, Dailey 4, Register 2, Gamble 7, 
Perry 2

Lanier County 
Valdosta

Girls
05
33

10 12
44 56

20
75

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Lanier County Reynolds 2, Miller 10, 

Young 2, Shaw 2, Carter 1, Charles3
Valdosta Cbnaway 6, Harrell 3, Roberts 14, 

Foster 2, Melvin 17, Peeler 11, C. 
Weatherspoon 5, S. Weatherspoon 2, Henderson 
4, L. lrvin8,W. Irvin3

If ^

The Florida Times-Union, Jacksonville, Wednesday, January 5, 1983
VHS’ Roberts Strikes

Lady Wildcats needed a break sa^^iution Honors’Cats
^ _ _ From Staff, Wire Reports , ;

By Daryl Bell 
Times-Union Sports Writer

For many coaches, the holiday break can be di­
sastrous, especially after a loss.

But Valdosta High’s girls basketball coach Jo El­
lis doesn’t think so. She welcomed the extended va­
cation as though it were a pardon from prison.

The Lady Wildcats are currently 7-1 overall and 
in sole possession of first place in Region 1-AAAA 
South with a 3-0 mark. The only loss of the season 
occurred in the finals of the Lowndes Christmas 
tournament. Cook County defeated Valdosta 55-51 
to take the title.

Because of it, Ellis was more than pleased about 
the break.

“We really needed one,” said Ellis. “The girls 
had been going at it long enough. I felt that not only 
did they need a break, but I needed one as well. We 
didn’t hold any practices during the vacation peri­
od. I felt that, they had to get away from it all. It 
makes for better concentration.”

Ellis is so scientific that the Lady Wildcats’ first 
game of the new year will be Saturday against La­
nier County, which is rather late, considering that 
many teams will have already resumed play.

“We scheduled it that way deliberately,” ex­
plained Ellis “We didn’t want to come back from 
a long vaction with a game. Anything can happen. 
By scheduling it for the weekend, we’d get back m- 
to the groove with some practices and there’s not 
that much pressure on us.”

Ellis is hoping that her shrewd scheduling will 
pay off with a first-round bye in the Region 1-AAAA 
playoff tournament.

iZ Cook County’s Clemmie Nell Smith, a 6-foot-2 
senior center, is being tauted as the best collegiate 
prospect in the area. In the Lowndes tourney, she 
averaged 29.7 points per game. In the champion­
ship game against Valdosta, she scored 30.

iz Last year, Ware County’s boys, in particular 
Kensel Bennett, were the butt of many jokes. The 
Gators staged a 4-17 campaign and Bennett, an im­
posing figure at 6-7, was being beaten on the court 
by much smaller players game after game.

Now the laughter has ceased. Ware is off to a 7-1 
start and Bennett is leading the charge by averag-

Preps

Daryl Bell

Times-Union Sports Writer

muching 14 points per game. “He’s improved so _ 
from last year,” said first-year coach Jim Dowling. 
“He’s worked really hard, and it shows. He’s one 
reason why we’re going well.”

In addition to a rejuvenated Bennett, the Gators 
will have another offensive weapon when they play
arch-rival Way cross High Friday.

Rick Strickland, a 6-1 senior guard, has been add­
ed to the roster. Strickland played for Dowling last 
season at Brantley County, where he averaged 17.4 
points per game. He was around that mark this 
season as well. A holiday break transfer, Strickland 
will be eligible in time for the Ware-Waycross 
game.

iz Glynn Academy is off to an 0-5 start, but one 
bright spot has been the play of Darrell B. Thomas. 
The 6-4 senior is averaging 28.5 points per game, 
but the lack of an adequate supporting cast makes 
him an easv target for a box-and-one defense. Ty­
rone McCLendon, a 64% football standout, takes 
some of the pressure oft Thomas. He’s averaging 
8.7 rebounds per game.

iz Camden County’s girls are 7-1 largely because 
four players are averaging in double figures. Cor­
nice Butler, a 5-2 guard, leads Camden in scoring 
with an 18.0 average. She's followed by junior for­
ward Donna Hill [12.0], while Christel Waye and 
Collette Tate are averaging 10 a game.

»z Atkinson County’s girls, looking for a Region 
2-A title to go with their first-ever region football 
championship, are 6-1 overall and 3-0 in the sub­
region. Led by Keshia Freeman, who’s dishing out 
10 assists a game, Atkinson is beginning to look like 
a state title contender.

From Staff, wire Valdosta'

County Commission ti commissioners signed a
r "e Sn let Its s«“ “““

and state 4-AAAA crowm ^js^j^ents of this acetic

were just fantastic.

------------- Sports In Brief-----------

VHS Wrestlers
Pin Dougherty

The Valdosta High wrestling team improved its record to 2-0 
Thursday with a 52-23 win over Dougherty High School.

Winners foir Valdosta were: Andrew Kaiser, Terry Wortham, 
Marl Levy, Jack Priest, Danny McLeod, Frank Abney, Jimmy 
Lewis, Randy Crews, Leon Johnson

Valdosta will put its unbeaten record on the line when it hosts 
Cook tonight at 7:30 at the V. H. S. gym.



VHS Searches For 3rd Win
Over LHS

By KEVIN PRICE 
Times Staff Writer

It is tough enough to beat a team once, even tougher to beat a 
team twice, and it is supposed to be nearly impossible to beat a 
team three times in one season. But that is the task facing Jo 
Ellis’ Valdosta Lady Wildcats tonight when they play host to the 
Vikettes of Lowndes at 7:00

Both games this season between these cross-county rivals have 
been played at Lowndes. The first was played back on Dec. 7 in 
which Andrea Roberts drove the length of the court to hit a layup 
with 7 seconds remaining to give the Lady Wildcats a 50-49 win.

The second meeting took place in the Lowndes Christmas 
Tournament. With Ronnie Melvin hitting for 16, and Shevon 
Peeler and Bridget Harrell adding 10 each, the Lady Wildcats 
took a 51-44 victory.

Even though she must take her squad into a third match

Jo EUi. Looking t or 3rd Win OverLHS 1

against the Vikettes, Ellis does not believe it will be a 
disadvantage. “I think it is to our advantage that we have won 
the two games,” Ellis said. “They may try to use some psyche 
tricks on their players, since they were beaten. ”

Opening the 1983 part of their scheldule Saturday night against 
Lanier County, the Lady ‘Cats showed no ill effects of their 20-day 
break, demolishing the Lady Bulldogs 75-20.

However, Ellis was not pleased with all phases of the game. “It 
was not pretty, but we will take it,” Ellis said after the blowout. 
“We were sloppy, but that is to be expected after the break. I was 
pleased that everybody got to play. ”

Meanwhile, Lowndes is coming off a big win last Friday night 
in Albany against Westover, 67-36.

The Vikettes, who are 7-4 on the season, are led by Renee 
Wilson, who is averaging 13.1 points per game, and Lisa Hughes 
(11.7).

For Viking coach Terry Wilkes, it has been a long month It has 
?®e" a mon(11 n,nce the Vikings last win. On Dec. ’ll the Vikings 
aT^^Wilk^h! 6M0, bh‘ S“!Ck t1hat win' which Pul the Vikings 
r 5^^ ^s.^as seen kis dub lose three in a row and their 
record drop to the .500 mark.
a^™?^ l0SS~S have come at Central of Thomasville (53-51), 
aSa*nstBerrien - y (38-30) andat Westover (74-56)

It has been awmle (since a win)," Wilkes said. “We need to 
“te ” ”“» ™a ““' ■ 

4“^;'?'“ ^ “’ re"n,iy' “d" 

fuKrTnrth Alan t gOiWith KW0 P,ayer® who will be at less than 
strength Alan Taylor, who sprained his ankle at Westover 

playSitKJu? bgh"y "rapped A,so center Cliff Godwin will

— Th® Valdosta Daily Times, Wed., Jan. 12,

Parker Receives DOE A ward
By SUZANNE CARSWELL 

Times Staff Writer
A Valdosta High School 

graduate has been named as 
the first recipient of the state 
Department of Education’s 
awards for outstanding 
achievement by public school 
students.

David Parker, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Marion H. Parker of 2603 
Rolling Hill Drive, has been 
named the state Scholar­
Athlete for January, according 
to Dr Charles McDaniel, state

superintendent of schools.
The state school board will 

honor individuals and schools 
from different curriculum 
areas each month, presenting 
the winners with medals, ac­
cording to city school Superin­
tendent Ralph Brandon.

January has been set aside 
for the recognition of the 
health, physical education, 
driver education and athletic 
areas.

Parker, who was a 1982 
graduate of VHS, is now a

student at Princeton University 
in New Jersey, which he is 
attending on an academic and 
athletic scholarship.

He will not get to attend the 
state school board meeting 
Thursday to accept his award, 
but Brandon will make the 
acceptance on his behalf.

“It’s a real honor,” Brandon 
said of the award, “especially 
since it’s in both categories.”

Parker was top honor 
graduate in his class and was 
voted by the faculty to be the

most outstanding senior.
He participated in the Gov­

ernor’s Honors Program in the 
area of mathematics and was a 
member of VHS’s award­
winningmath team.

He was selected as the 
school’s most outstanding 
calculus student.

Parker was also voted Most 
Valuable Player on the All­
Region football team in the 
11th and 12th grades.

He was captain of the varsity 
football team in 1981 and cap­

tain of the baseball team i 
1982.

He was a member of the VH 
golf team and the champioi 
ship region wrestling team.

His memberships include^ 
the Key Club, the Beta Glut 
Student Council, and th' 
Fellowship of Christiai 
Athletes.

He was chosen by Th? 
Jacksonville Journal for th: 
Super 11 team for 1981-82.

Now At Princeton
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Home-Court Jinx Intact
As Vikettes Nip Valdosta

By STEVE CORRIGAN 
Times Staff Writer

Winning on the road is 
perhaps the hardest thing to do 
in sports. But when the 
Lowndes and Valdosta girls 
basketball teams get together 
just the opposite occurs.

For the last three years, 
neither the Vikettes nor Lady 
Wildcats have been able to 
garner a win when the cross­
county rival has entered their 
home gymnasium.

That trend continued Tues­
day night at the Valdosta Gym 
as Lowndes came away with an 
emotion-filled 36-35 victory.

The Lowndes boys made it a 
sweep in the nightcap by hold­
ing on to a 65-56 decision.

In the previous two meetings 
between the LHS and VHS girls 
this season, both of which were 
played at the Lowndes Gym, 
the Lady ‘Cats walked away 
with a pair of victories by a 
combined total of eight points.

But on the verge of a hat 
trick, with the score tied 35-35 
and less than 30 seconds to 
play, Valdosta fouled Beverly 
Hart with six seconds to play, 
sending the senior to the free- 
throw line to shoot a one-and- 
one. Hart made the first, 
missed the second and the 
Vikettes had finally knocked 
off their nemesis.

Hart finshed the game with a 
team-high 13 points, three 
coming from the free- throw 
line. Valdosta’s Andrea Rob­
erts led all scorers with 15.

The only other players in 
double figures were Lowndes’ 
Renee Wilson with 12 and 
Valdosta’s Ronnie Melvin with 
11.

Just moments before, Val­
dosta had seemingly sent the 
game into overtime when 
Bridget Harrell followed her 
missed shot to knot the game at 
35-35. But instead of falling 
back into a zone defense after 
the basket, Valdosta stayed in 
its pressure man-to-man and

VHS coach Jo Ellis said that 
was what caused the foul late 
in the game.

“Mental mistakes,” Ellis 
said, “the whole game. It was 
just not our night.”

Early on, though, it was just 
the opposite. Valdosta jumped 
out to a 8-2 lead in the first 
quarter. By the quarter, 
Lowndes had trimmed it to 
13-8.

By the half it was just one, 
19-18.

Lowndes briefly led in the 
first half on two occasions, but 
in the second half the Vikettes 
took a 23-20 advantage and 
never trailed. Valdosta never 
fell behind by more than three 
points and with 4:40 left in the 
game Roberts connected on a 
three-point play to even the 
score at 33-33.

The next time down the floor, 
Natasha Horne, who finished 
the game with seven points, 
was fouled and made both free 
throws to put Lowndes back on 
top 35-33 with 3:50 left.

“It was a total team effort,” 
said Lowndes coach Steve 
Kebler, whose Vikettes are now 
7-4 overall and 3-2 in the 
1-AAAA’s South subregion. 
“The team played real well. 
Our bench came through for 
us.”

But more importantly, the 
win puts the Vikettes back in 
the hunt for the region title. 
“It’s a tremendous boost for 
us,” Kebler said. “This puts us 
back in the thick of things. It 
shows that we can play with 
anybody.”

The loss dropped Valdosta to 
8-2 overall, but it was the first 
in the subregion.

“We’re not going to have 
time to sit back and feel sorry 
for gurselves,” said Ellis, 
whoseteam travels to Brooks 
County Saturday night.

The big difference in the loss 
to Lowndes, said Ellis, was foul 
trouble. Guard Shevon Peeler 
picked up her fourth foul in the

first quarter and had to sit out 
the rest of the half. Even 
though she returned in the 
third quarter and played the 
rest of the game, she was 
really no factor, scoring only 
two points.

“While I had my subs getting 
ready to go into the game she 
picked it up,” Ellis said of 
Peeler’s fourth foul. “That’s 
what killed us. Peeler having to 
sit killed us.”

In the boys’ game, Lowndes 
appeared headed for a run­
away victory. After building 
leads of 19-8 after the first 
quarter and 37-15 at the half, 
the Vikings built their biggest 
lead of the night, 47-21, midway 
through the third quarter.

But Valdosta reeled off 12 
straight points to close within 
14, 47-33, with 2:10 left in the 
third period.

With Valdosta making every­
thing from the field combined 
with the Vikings inability to 
make a free throw (for the 
game Lowndes shot 48 percent 
from the line), the Wildcats 
pulled within seven, 52-43, with 
6:40 left in the game.

But that was as close as 
Valdosta could get as Lowndes 
held on for its sixth win of the 
year against five defeats.

Valdosta fell to 1-8.
“Free throw shooting was 

the difference,” said Lowndes 
coach Terry Wilkes. “We 
missed nine one-and-ones in the 
second half. We had kids miss 
the whole goal.”

Lowndes center Cliff Godwin, 
who was sick with a virus the 
night before the game, led all 
scorers with 22 points. At the 
half he had 15 points and 15 
rebounds. Darryl Chandler 
added 20 and Alan Taylor 15 for 
the Vikings.

Valdosta was led by Todd 
Gamble and Moses Daniels 
who each scored 14 points. 
Derrick Folsom added 12.

“These pressure games are 
going to help down the

VICTORIOUS VIKETTE
Lisa Hughes Shows Emotion

streach,” Wilkes said. “1’11 
take tham any way we can get 
them.”

Girls'Game
Lowndes 8 18 29 36
Valdosta 13 19 27 35

INDIVIDUAL STATS
LHS — Wilson 12, Hart 13, Hughes 4, Horne 

7
VHS — Conaway 1, Harrell 4, Roberts 15, 

Melvin 11, Peeler 2, C. Weatherspoon 2.

Lowndes
Valdosta

LHS -

Boys'Game 
19 
8 

INDIVIDUAL STATS

37
15

4? 65
33 56

Carter 3,Taylor 15, March ?, 
Shroyer 3, Chandler 20, Godwin 22.

VHS — Berrian 2, Bailey 7, Daniels 14, 
Folsom 12. Gamble 14, Thompson 4, Worthy 
1, Stokes?.



’Cats, Vikes
Rain has really had a bearing on 

baseball in our area this spring. Every 
team has had at least one game 
postponed because of the wet stuff. Some 
teams can’t count on two hands the 
number of rain outs .. .

It’s gotten so bad teams are looking for 
new opponents to help make up for the 
games that have already been cancelled

At Valdosta High head coach Charles 
Tarpley is becoming frustrated with the 
season. When the precipitation isn t 
cancelling games, it is having tell-tale 
influence on them. ,

Before Saturday's loss to Tift County, 
the Wildcats only defeat on their near­
perfect ledger was directly caused by 
rain. The ’Cats played through the early 
half of a date with Tift holding a firm 
lead. But the clouds erupted and the game 
was postponed for over an hour.

When the two clubs returned to the 
field, it was the beginning of the end for 
the ’Cats. They whiffed helplessly at the 
ball failing to make contact, while the 
Blue Devils pounded the cover oft.

The end result was the first mark in the 
“L” column. , . ,

The Cats added their second scratch 
Saturday afternoon with a 2-1 loss to those 
same Blue Devils.

But Valdosta is not the only local 
baseball team searching to add to games 
to the ’83 schedule as make ups. Cross­
town Lowndes is in the same boat.

The Vikings were slated to play a 
double header against Tallahassee-Leon 
last weekend, but the rain gods had other 
ideas Continous showers dampered any 
hope of getting the game in.

At almost that very same time Valdosta 
was planning a date with a high school 
from Cleveland, Tenn. But again it was 
just too wet for such a get-together.

On the junior high level its even worse 
The Valdosta and Lowndes 9th grade and 
B-Teams have taken to playing each 
other on a regular basis just to get some 
games in. „

So Valdosta and Lowndes are left with 
two open dates on their schedule and no 
one to fill the void. .

And with the Georgia High School 
Association rule limiting the 83 season to 
18 games, every one counts, especially it 
you are looking for post-season play. 
Games are so much more vital than any 
PrButCneSi^er°nthe ’Cats nor the Vikings 
have any clear-cut prospects to to the 
shortened season. Seems like a real 
delimma.eh? „ - .

It shouldn’t be. though. Both have the 
sank need. Why can't both satisfy their 
own need, while in turn satisfying the 
other? ..voWhy not play each other?

Sure, they have already played once 
this season — Valdosta won that meeting 
at the 'Cats’ Bazemore Field - and they 
are slated to clash again on April 29 in the 
season finale for both teams at Lowndes 
Field, but a double header wouldn t weigh 
the schedule down.

Both have numerable open dates beiore 
the end of the year. Two games one 
evening at Blazer Field, preferably when 
Valdosta State is off or out-of-town, would 
be perfect. They could split the profits 
down the middle and the local citizenry 
could be treated to some good baseball

Tarpley said he would not be opposed to 
such a meeting, that is if it dian t come 
too close to the date already set for the

Sports Briefs-------------- 

Hyder Receives 
Another Honor

Valdosta High Wildcats coach Nick Hyder was recently 
honored as Georgia s High School Coach of the Year by the 
100 Percent Wrong Club of Atlanta.

Hyder led the 1982 edition of the Wildcats to a perfect la-0 
season and their first sole state championship since 1971.

Wildcat players honored by the club were Jeff Lee and 
Herbert Lowe. Both of which played on the state 
championship team in 1982.

Six Gymnasts Qualify For State
ALBANY - Six Valdosta gymnasts qualified for state in a 

Class II and III compulsory and optional meet held Tuesday
dt Bet ^Harris captured first place in the all ^“^.feL^ 
15-and-over age group, while Kellie Sessions placed third in

the M age gr.up. -"
third place in the all-around.

Others qualifying for state
Brooks and Becky Broadfott

were Becky Davis, Shannon

Math Day Winner
TIFTON — A Valdosta High School student finished second 

in the junior division of Math Day competition at Abraham 
Baldwin Agricultural College here.

A spokesman said Lovis G. Gonis received a calculator as 
his prize for finishing second in the annual test. It was 
sponsored by Mu Alpha Theta Math Club at ABAC in 
cooperation with the Division of Science and Mathematics 
and Tift County High School.

Finishing first in the junior division was a student from 
Peach County High School in Ft. Valley. The senior division 
was won by a student from Westover High School in Albany, 
Ga., with second place going to another Peach County High 
student.

BENTON ANDERSON 
Georgia Tech Ahead

MARY TAORMINA 
Pre-Law

Anderson, Taormina 
Named Merit Finalists

Tech and major in engineering, 
he said.

Virginia Wisenbaker, senior 
counselor at VHS, said Na­
tional Merit winners are 
chosen according to their 
scores on the Preliminary 
Scholastic Aptitute Test and 
the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

Their PSAT score de­
termines whether they get to 
semi-finalist status and pre­
dicts what they are expected to 
make on the SAT (college 
board), she said.

If their SAT score lives up 
what was anticipated by the 
PSAT score, they advance to 
finalist status.

Each state is allotted a 
certain number of National 
Merit semi-finalists on the 
basis of its 10th grade enroll­
ment, Mrs. Wisenbaker said.

Finalists will find out in the 
spring whether they are to be 
awarded a scholarship, she 
said.

Lowndes-Valdosta game.
“There’s no since playing two games 

that don’t mean anything right before we 
play a game that means something, 
Tarpley said. .

But as for now the prospects look dim 
for either the ’Cats or the Vikes to 
squeeze their allotted games Nos. 17 and 
18 into the rain-hampered season.

Could it be that it would be too easy"

By Times Staff Writer
Two Valdosta High School 

seniors have been named Na­
tional Merit finalists.

The National Merit Scholar­
ship program awards national 
honors to outstanding high 
school scholars.

Scholarships are awarded to 
some National Merit finalists.

Mary Taormina, daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. Frank E. 
Taormina, and Benton An­
derson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ben Anderson, were the final­
ists from VHS.

Miss Taormina, a native of 
New Orleans, La., has lived in 
Valdosta four years.

She has been involved in 
debate and drama and is an 
editor of the yearbook at VHS.

She won third place in the 
region for individual debate 
speakers.

She plans to attend college, 
but doesn’t know which one 
yet, and would like to study 
pre-law, she said.

Anderson, a native of Kansas 
City, Mo., has lived in Valdosta 
six years.

He is a member of the Beta 
Club and the Math Team at 
VHS.

He also attends Park Avenue 
United Methodist Church and is 
an Eagle Scout in Troop 415 
which meets at the church

He plans to attend Georgia



Finish 12th

Sports In Brief

VHS Grapplers
From Staff Reports

MARIETTA - The Valdosta High wrestling team finished the 
Class AAAA state tournament here at the Cobb Civic Center with 
4112 points Saturday night which was good for a 12th-place finish 
among the 56 teams gathered at the tourney.

Redan of DeKalb County was the overal winner of the 
tournament, racking up 153 points to outdistance second-place 
finisher Parkview, which garnered 104 points. LaGrange wound 
up in third place with 9312 points. _

“This is the best we've ever done, said Valdosta wrestling 
coach Jim Landrum, “and, by gosh, we were able to do this with 
a young team. We’ll be back next year. We’ll wrestle a lot over 
the spring and summer, and maybe next year we 11 be able to 
compete with some of these people. ”

Valdosta’s Leon Johnson, wrestling in the heavyweight 
division, finished third in the state among the heavyweights, 
winning four matches and losing one. Included among his 
victories was a win over Tift County’s Roy Hart, who defeated 
Johnson a week ago in the region tournament >

Also, Scott Richardson of Valdosta, wrestling in the 107-pound 
category, produced three wins and a sixth-place finish.

Winners of matches also included Craig Clement (121 pounds), 
Mark Levy (128), Jack Priest (147), Danny McLeod (158), Jimmy 
Lewis (177), Victor Waymon (188) and James Wakefield (198).

LHS DE
Takes First

By SUZANNE CARSWELL 
Times Staff Writer

The overall first-place trophy 
for district Distributive Educa­
tion competition has gone to 
Lowndes High School.

Phil Walden, DE coordinator 
at LHS, said the students who 
placed in the competition 
“went in there and got the job 
done.”

How the school’s chapter of 
Distributive Education Clubs of 
America fares on the district 
level is usually indicative of 
how' the club does in state 
competition, he said.

The overall trophy goes to 
the school which wins more 
contests than any other on the
district level. .

First-place winners from | 
LHS were Hugh Chancey, 
Student of the Year; Charles 
Bailey, advertising services; 
Chad Plaire, food marketing; 
and Andy Hughes, business 
spelling-vocabulary.

Second-place winners were 
Katherine Carter, apparel and 
accessories; Mitch Bennett, 
restaurant marketing and ' 
management; and Kevin 
Bailey, job interview.

Taking third place from LHS 
were Mark Fletcher, service 
station retailing; and Lyle 
Tomlinson, business speech.

All those placing in the top 
three positions will compete on 
the state level April 8-10 in 
Atlanta. __

boasted t 
two first-place winners in the 
competition, according to 
Norman Greene . DE 
coordinator there.

They were Lisa Jenkins, fi­
nance and credit; and Valica 
Johnson, restaurant marketing 
and management.

Second-place winners from 
VHS were Richard Irby, busi­
ness speech; and Merinell 
Hamilton, business spelling­
vocabulary.

Taking third place from VHS 
were Jennifer Richardson, job 
interview; Lisa Herbert, Stu­
dent of the Year; Nicole 
Roesch, general merchandis­
ing; Barbie Carmichael, ap­
parel and accessories; and 
Melissa Winfrey, advertising 

i services.
Dennis Nolan from LHS was 

successful in campaigning for 
office at the district meet, 

l according to Walden.
Nolan passed the state of­

ficer’s candidacy test and was 
elected state vice president in 
charge of District 7, Walden 
said.

Campaigning for office at the 
state convention will be Terry 
Tomlinson from LHS.

Tomlinson also passed the 
test and will run for the office 
of state vice president in 
charge of all eight districts.

Nation threatened’ By Decline In Educational Standards
WASHINGTON (AP) - The United States is 

threatened by “a rising tide of mediocrity” in 
education that can only be stooped by tougher 
standards and a longer school day or school 
year, a blue-ribbon panel reported today.

“Our nation is at risk.’ the National Com­
mission on Excellence in Education said in a 
blistering report being released to an audience 
of educators, politicians and civil leaders at the 
White House.

“If an unfriendly foreign power had attempted 
to impose on America the mediocre educational 
performance that exists today, we might well 
nave viewed it as an act of war,” the diverse 
18-member panel declared in its unanimous 
report.

“The ideal of academic excellence as the 
primary goal of schooling seems to be fading 
across the board in American education,” it 
charged. j

Education Secretary T.H. Bell, who created 
the panel 20 months ago, said in an interview 
that the report documented “the quite shocking 
collapse in student performance” since the late

1960s.
He predicted the report would have “an 

enormous impact upon the country and upon 
American education? ’

The panel, chaired by University of Utah 
President David Pierpont Gardner, who is soon 
to become president of the University of 
California system, held public hearings and 
commissioned 40 papers from educational 
experts in arriving at its findings.

Its final. 29-page report — about 7,000 words 
— is labeled, “An Open Letter to the American 
People,” and titled, “A Nation At Risk: The 
Imperative for Educational Reform. ”

It urged that;
—School districts and state legislatures 

“strongly consider seven-hour school days, as 
well as a 200-to-220-day school year.” U.S. 
schools typically have six hours of classes, 180 
days a year.

—All students seeking a high school diploma 
be required to take four years of English; three 
years of math; three years of science; three 
years of social studies, and a half-year of

computer science. For the college-bound, it 
recommended two years of foreign language.

—Colleges raise their entrance standards 
across-the-board.

—Teachers assign high school students “far 
more homework than is now the case.”

—Teachers get higher pay and 11-month 
contracts, while using “an effective evaluation 
system that includes peer review” to weed out 
or improve inferior teachers.

—Citizens provide the fiscal support to carry 
out the reforms, and that parents demand more 
of their children.

It attacked the “smorgasbord” of high school 
electives and likened the “homogenized, diluted 
and diffused” high school curricula to a 
cafeteria “in which the appetizers and desserts 
can easily be mistaken for the main courses. ”

The panel included: Yale President A. 
Bartlett Giamatti; Nobel laureate and former 
head of the Atomic Energy Commission Glenn 
T. Seaborg; former Minnesota Gov. Albert H. 
Quie; Norman C. Francis, president of Xavier 
University in New Orleans; William O. Baker,

retired chairman of Bell Telephone 
Laboratories, and Yvonne W. Larsen, past 
president of the San Diego, Calif., school board 
and vice chairman of the commission.

Also, former Nebraska Commissioner of 
Education Anne Campbell; Emeral A. Crosby, 
principal of Northern High School in Detroit; 
Charles A. Foster Jr., past president of the 
Foundation for Teaching Economics, SaJ 
Francisco. Shirley Gordon, president cn 
Highline Community College in,Midway, Wash.; 
Robert V. Haderlein of Girard, Kan., past 
president of the National School Boards 
Association; Harvard University physics pro­
fessor Gerald Holton; Annette Y. Kirk of 
Mecosta, Mich.; Margaret S. Marston of 
Arlington, Va., a member of the Virginia Board 
of Education; Albuquerque, N.M., school super­
intendent Francisco D. Sanchez Jr.; Jay 
Sommer, a language instructor at New Rochelle 
High School in New York and the 1981-82 
National Teacher of the Year, and Richard 
Wallace, principal of Lutheran High School East 
in Cleveland Heights, Ohio.



VHS STARs Miller, Anderson, LHS STARs Cairns, Schutt Honored

City, County Have Two Of Top Four High School Seniors
By SUZANNE CARSWELL 

Times Staff Writer
Valdosta and Lowndes 

County have two of the four top 
high school seniors in the 2nd 
Congressional District.

That was announced here 
Monday night at the annual 
district banquet for the Student 
Teacher Achievement Recogni­
tion program.

In a tie for district STAR 
student, Benton Anderson of 
Valdosta High School shared 
honors with Michael Sean 
Kelley of Westover High School 
in Dougherty County.

Another tie for the first 
runner-up position saw Robert 
Walker Cairns of Lowndes 
High School joined ,by William

Garrett Matthews of Colquitt 
County High School.

Anderson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ben Anderson, chose 
Barbara Miller as his STAR 
teacher.

Cairns, son of Col. and Mrs. 
Douglas B. Cairns of Moody 
Air Force Base, has Ann Schutt 
as his STAR teacher.

Kelley’s STAR teacher is 
Anne B. Johnson, and Mat­
thews’s is his mother, Patricia 
P. Matthews.

Anderson, Kelley, Cairns and 
Matthews, plus their STAR 
teachers, will be invited to take 
a six-day tour of Georgia 
sponsored by the Georgia 
Chamber of Commerce.

The students and teachers

will visit tourist attractions, 
businesses, industries, colleges 
and universities throughout the 
state, according to John 
Sessions, district chairman of 
the STAR program.

Cairns and Matthews will 
also receive $500 scholarships.

Anderson and Kelley re­
ceived $500 scholarships and 
their STAR teachers received 
$125 scholarships.

District winners and their 
teachers also received framed 
certificates and engraved 
silver trays.

They will go on to compete 
for state STAR honors in April, 
which offer more scholarships 
and STAR statuettes.

Mrs. Miller, Anderson’s

teacher, said Monday night it 
had been a great pleasure to 
have Anderson in her math 
classes, both at VHS and at the 
Governor’s Honors Program 
last year.

Anderson said the STAR 
competition had been “kind of 
nerve-wracking for a while, but 
I hope I’ll do well in repre­
senting the 2nd District.”

Anderson is a native of 
Kansas City, Mo., and has lived 
in Valdosta six years.

He plans to attend Georgia 
Tech to study engineering.

Anderson is a member of the 
VHS Beta Club and the Math 
Team.

He attends Park Avenue 
United Methodist Church,

where he is an Eagle Scout in 
Troup 415.

He said earlier he chose Mrs. 
Miller as his STAR teacher 
because she taught him to 
think logically and “challenged 
me a lot more than any other 
teacher.”

Mrs. Miller is a native of 
Pennsylvania and has taught at 
VHS six years.

She is a graduate of West 
Chester State College and is 
working toward her master’s 
degree at Valdosta State Col- I 
lege.

Cairns has received an ap­
pointment to the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point and 
plans a career in military ' 
service.

A native of Selma, Ala., he J 
has lived in Valdosta a year.

He is treasurer of the I 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes and a member of the 
LHS Key Club.

He is also on the LHS 
wrestling and tennis teams.

Cairns chose Mrs. Schutt 
because her literary research 
class is a tough one. but “in 
spite of all that, she is a 
friend,” he said.

Mrs. Schutt is a Tifton native 
and has lived in Valdosta 10 
years. She has taught at LHS 
five years.

She received her bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Georgia and her master’s de­
gree from VSC.



BARBARA MILLER 
Math Teacher

Anderson,
Miller
Are VHS
STARs

By SUZANNE CARSWELL 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High School’s 
winner of the Student Teacher 
Achievement Recognition 
program chose his STAR 
teacher because she helped 
him learn how to think logi­
cally.

That’s something he’ll need 
when he attends Georgia Tech 
to study engineering.

Benton Anderson, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ben Anderson, is this 
year’s STAR student for VHS.

He chose Barbara Miller, a 
VHS math teacher as his STAR 
teacher.

Anderson is a native of 
Kansas City, Mo., and has lived 
in Valdosta six years.

He is a member of the VHS 
Beta Club and Math Team.

He was named a National 
Merit finalist for VHS.

Anderson attends Park 
Avenue United Methodist 
Church and is an Eagle Scout 
in Troop 415 which meets at the 
church.

Anderson said he chose Mrs. 
Miller partly because “she 
taught me a lot about the field 
of computers and she’s always 
willing to help out any student 
who needs help.”

She also “challenged me a lot 
more than any other teacher.’’ 
he said.

Mrs. Miller is a native of 
Pennsylvania and has taught 
math at VHS six years.

A graduate of West Chester 
State College, she teaches a 
computer science course at the 
high school.

She has attended California 
State University and is working 
on her master’s degree at 
Valdosta State College.

Mrs. Miller also works with 
the Math Team and the junior 
class at VHS.

She and Anderson “can’t get 
away from each other, she 
said.

She taught math at the Gov­
ernor’s Honors Program at 
VSC last year and plans to do 
so again this year.

Anderson has been in her 
classes at VHS three years and 
was in her class at GHP last 
summer.

“He's a good student.” she 
said.

Mrs. Miller was also chosen 
as STAR teacher last year.

The STAR student from each 
school is chosen on the basis of 
scores on the Scholastic Ap­
titude Test (college board).

The student with the highest 
SAT score is chosen to be the 
STAR student.

Each STAR student chooses 
a teacher to share the honors 
with him or her.

The STAR program is 
sponsored by the Georgia 
Chamber of Commerce and is 
in its 24th year.

The STAB students from 
each school will compete for 
the titles of school system area, 
district and state STAR.

Scholarships and other 
awards go to those winning 
district and state titles.

opens oriels----- ----------

VHS Wrestlers
Top All-Region
ALBANY, Ga. — Valdosta High School dominated the first 

Region 1-AAAA wrestling team just the way it has dominated the 
sport since region wrestling began three years ago.

The Wildcats, region champions all three years, placed six 
wrestlers on the first All-Region team announced today.

Valdosta sent all 14 varsity wrestlers to the state tournament, 
meaning that all had placed in the top four in the region 
tournament held in Valdosta Feb. 11 and 12.

Tift County and Dougherty, second and fourth respectively in 
team standings, placed three wrestlers each on the all-region 
team, while Westover (third) and Lowndes (fifth) had one each.

Valdosta representatives included Scott Richardson at 108 
pounds, Mark Levy at 129, Greg Prine at 135, Jack Priest at 148, 
Frank Abney at 170 and Jimmy Lewis at 178.

Dougherty’s trio included George Camp at 115, Omar Melo at 
122 ana Michael Nix at 188.

Claude Webster at 101, Tony Stephens at 141 and Roy Hart in 
unlimited were Tift County’s representatives.

Westover’s lone choice was David Roberts at 198. Roberts went 
on to win the state 198-pound championship the following 
weekend at the Cobb County Civic Center in Marietta. He became 
the first region wrestler to garner a state title since the sport 
became recognized in the region.

Lowndes, competing in its first year of wrestling, placed Willie 
Knight, the 158-pound champion, on the team.

___ Sports Briefs 

“Will-Be’s” Stop 
Last Year’s ‘Cats

From Staff Reports
The Valdosta High “Will-Be’s^held off the Wildcats’ 

“Has-Been’s” 14-8 in the annual affair held Friday night at 
Cleveland Field. The football game, matching the graduating 
seniors against nex year’s team has been a spring football 
tradition at VHS for years.

The “Will-Be’s’’jumped out to an early 7-0 lead in the 
opening period when junior quarterback Berke Holtzclaw 
tossed a 30-yard touchdown strike to Charles Foster. The 
younger Wildcats added to their lead when Mike Martin 
recovered a “Has-Been” fumble in the endzone during an 
attempted punt. Anthony Scurry kicked both of the 
“Will-Be’s’’extra points.

The “Has-Been's” offensive attack was led by quarterback 
Ben Reaves who had spent his playing days at VHS lining up 
at fullback and tight end. The elderly Wildcats’ only 
touchdown came on a 30-yard pass from Reaves to split end 
Rob Mitchell, who recently signed with Valdosta State 
College. The scorng play followed a 45-yard pass from 
Reaves to Mitchell on the previous play. The “Has-Been’s” 
elected to go for two and Reaves sprinted right and hit tight 
end Brad Martin with the conversion pass.

“We thought the younger players did well,” said head 
coach Nick Hyder. “They made a lot of mistakes but they 
went ount there and played hard up until the end. ”

Hyder also had praise for his graduating seniors who just 
three months before had captured the state AAAA 
crown.“They put a real tough team out on the field,” Hyder 
commented, ‘T think they just got tired there towards the 
end.”

The Wildcats now prepare for their annual spring game 
next Saturday night when they face Newnan High at 
Cleveland Field. Valdosta is then to hold another week of 
practice to finish out spring practice.
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Times Staff Photo: by Robert Winter

Wildcats (L-R) Ricky Daniels, Kennedy Cooper, Chris Major Signed
T imes Staff Photos by Joey Ivan1

Brooks'1 Maurice Freeman FA MU Bonne

USC, FAMU, Vandy 
Ink Local Gridders

. From Staff And Wire Reports
The University of South 

Carolina snared a trio of highly 
regarded defensive players 
from Valdosta High’s state 
championship football team 
Wednesday, and Vanderbilt 
drew upon Lowndes High to 
bolster its potent passing 
attack.

Ricky Daniels and Chris 
Major of Valdosta signed 
grants-in-aid with South 
Carolina Wednesday morning 
after making verbal 
committments with the 
Gamecock program last week. 
Kennedy Cooper elected to 
attend Florida A&M University 
after making an earlier verbal 
committment. Carl Parker of 
Lowndes was landed by 
Vanderbilt.

Daniels and Major both had 
been approached by Mississippi 
State as well as South Carolina. 
In addition, Georgia and 
Tennessee-Chattanooga had

also shown interest in Daniels, 
and Ole Miss and Texas-El Paso 
had made overtures for Major. 
South Carolina and Mississippi 
State had contacted Parker, 
and the Viking wide receiver 
visited the Columbia and 
Starkville campuses before 
signing with Vanderbilt.

Daniels, Major and Parker 
were all members of the 1982 
1-AAAA all-region team.

Daniels, a 6-foot-3, 218-pound 
defensive end with 4.9 speed in 
the 40-yard dash, was rated by 
1-AAAA coaches as the top 
senior defensive player in the 
region. The 5-10, 170-pound 
Major was assessed as the No.2 
defensive senior. Major has 4,5 
speed in the 40. Cooper is a 
248-pound interior defensive 
lineman.

Parker was ranked by 
1-AAAA coaches as the top
senior wide receiver in the
region. The 6-foot, 184-pounder 
owns 4.6 speed in the 40.

Daniels, Major and Parker 
were all named first team all­
region.

In addition to Valdosta’s 
Cooper, Florida A&M also 
signed receiver-placekicker 
Maurice Freeman of Brooks 
County’s Trojans.

Several other players from 
Valdosta and Lowndes are 
expected to sign grants in the 
next few weeks.

One of the state’s hottest high 
school football prospects, 
linebacker Henry Harris of 
Columbia High School in 
Decatur, has signed a national 
letter of intent with the 
University of Georgia.

The Bulldogs, who have 27 
scholarships available after 
being stripped of three by their 
NCAA probation, signed 19 
players on Wednesday, the first 
day high school stars could 
officially ink grants-in-aid.

Georgia Tech, coming off its

Wednesday

first winning 
years, signed 
opening day,

season in four 
19 players on 
including five

huge linemen — 260-pound John

LHS’ Carl Parker, Parents Eye Vandy Pact
Lawrence of Monroe, 260-pound 
Ivery Lee of Statesboro High, 
275-pound John Davis of Gilmer 
High in Ellijay, 275-pound

Gerald Williams of Washingtc 
County High and 265-poun 
Rocky Karriker of Eas 
Mecklenburg in Charlotte. N.C
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Mack

Browning
Times Sports Writer

Will Bass Meet
His Match
In The Ghost?

Students In Bus Incident
Punished; Driver Rebuked

At Valdosta High, the ever-present Ghost which roams 
Cleveland Field casts an impenetrable force from which few 
visitors escape. It oversees and sometimes, people say, aids a 
VHS victory.

At Newnan High, they have their own strange-but-true, 
larger-than-life tales. But they haven’t a ghost. The being behind 
these strange occurrences is head coach Max Bass.

Bass’ presence goes beyond X’s and O’s and the wing-T offense. 
Coaches and players who have competed against Bass-coached 
teams at Newnan swear the rotund man goes overboard in his 
efforts to give the Cougars an advantage. Most would say he 
never gives the other team a fair shake. When Newnan plays at 
home the chances of a visiting team going home a winner is next 
to nil.

Bass, at close to 300 pounds, is an intimidating sort. Even so, 
one would think he would have a tough time buffaloing the gruff 
Georgia High School Association and Executive Secretary Bill 
Fordham. But the Newnan coach toys with a few of the rules. 
Teams aren’t supposed to wear jerseys the color of the football, 
though every home game Newnan trots out in their brown tops.

"They’re harvest gold,” Bass insists. So much for rules.
The matter of playing in brown jersies may not seem overly 

important, but try to follow a running back when he’s holding a 
bafi on his hip the same color as his jersey. Newnan has always 
been blessd with speedy backs. Last year’s edition was Warren 
Newsom, who’ll be attending Georgia in the fall. With his 
quickness the least of the opponent’s worries deserved to be what 
color jersey he wore. But Newnan attacks on offense with 
mis-direction plays to take full advantage of the jersey color.

Lax accommodations for the visiting teams have also been a 
favorite ploy. Griffin seemed to be the usual recipient of 
Newnan’s sourpuss attitude. Griffin, a region rival in 6-AAAA 
and also a perennial contender for the state championship, is an 
easy target since the confrontation between the two schools often 
has serious region and state implications.

One former Griffin High football manager, now attending the 
University of Georgia, recalled several rough visits to Newnan.

In addition to stopping at the many red lights, unusual for 
comparatively small Newnan, the Griffin team was not exactly 
welcomed with open arms. Or open doors for that matter.

‘They have visitors’ dressing rooms,” the former Griffin 
manager said, “but they weren’t ever open.” In fact, Griffin head 
coach Lloyd Bohannon and his staff would make sure that 
equipment taken in every trip to Newnan would include bolt 
cutters and pliers, to make their way through any Bass-type trap. 
Bohannon also became an adept electrician. He had to, the 
manager said, to get the bead phones to work. While Newnan 
coaches gabbed away with press-box staff to hammer out 
strategy, Griffin was mired in confusion. Another calling card, 
courtesy Max Bass.

But even a character like Bass has his ups and downs. Valdosta 
folks must have wondered where The Ghost was when the 
Wildcats went 3-7 in 1974. Likewise, it was a surprise when a 
talented 1982 Newnan team went 7-4. Even witn guys like 
Newsom, running back Joe Reese (Valdosta State) and 6-6, 
210-pound lineman Otis Jones (Georgia), the Cougars were 
dumped unmercifully in the region playoffs. Bass couldn’t parlay 
those winning chips into a great season.

The Ghost meets Max Bass. It should be an interesting 
matchup. But away from Newnan, Bass may need all the tricks 
he can muster to defeat Valdosta. I suspect Bass is about to be 
dealt his comeuppance.

By SUZANNE CARSWELL 
Times Staff Writer

Students who refused to get 
off a bus at Valdosta High 
School last week have been 
punished and a bus driver who 
left the school with them still 
on the bus has been repri­
manded.

That’s according to city 
school board Chairman Dr. Joe 
Crane.
Larita and Charle-s 

McFarland appeared before 
the board Monday night to 
protest the fact that the driver 
took a busload of students to 
the school system’s bus barn 
after they refused to unload the 
bus

They also protested the fact

that their daughter, one of 
those on the bus, had to write 
25 pages of homework as a 
punishment.

Mrs. McFarland gave the 
following account of what 
happened Thursday morning:

It had been raining when bus 
21 driven by Doris Smith 
picked up students at the in­
tersection of West Gordon and 
West streets and drove them to 
the high school.

She parked the bus and told 
the students to get out, but they 
told her to pull up to a different 
location so they wouldn’t have 
to step in some water.

She refused to move the bus 
and they refused to get off.

She left the bus parked at the 
high school with the door open 
for two or three minutes, then 
left the high school and drove 
to the bus barn on Slater Street 
to ask her supervisor, Don 
Simmons, how to deal with the 
problem.

Simmons apparently told her 
to drive back to the high 
school, which she did.

A vice principal met the bus 
and talked with the driver, who 
asked that all the students on 
the bus be suspended for three 
days for disobeying her.

The vice principal said the 
students would not be suspend­
ed, but would have to write 25 
pages of homework instead.

"Why had no one (at the high 
school) noticed that no one got 
off the bus,” Mrs. McFarland 
asked.

"Anything could have been 
wrong. It could have been a 
hijacking or anything," she

said.
Mrs. McFarland said her 

daughter told her when one 
student got up to get off the bus 
during the incident, other stu­
dents threatened to beat him 
up if he didn't sit back down.

Board members took no ac­
tion on the matter Monday 
because Mrs. McFarland had 
only requested to come to the 
meeting and make a statement 
to them, city school Superin­
tendant Ralph Brandon said.

Crane said today if further 
action is necessary it will be 
taken, but he thinks the situa­
tion has been appropriately 
resolved.

"The students were dis­
ciplined for what they did, 
which they should have been.” 
he said.

‘‘They were wrong. ’’
Brandon met with the bus 

driver and told her and other 
drivers if a similar incident 
occurs in the future, they are to 
leave the bus at the school and 
get an assistant principal to 
handle the matter, Crane said.

If they are not satisfied with 
the way the situation was 
handled, Mr. and Mrs. 
McFarland can request a 
formal hearing before the 
board of education, Brandon 
and Crane said.

School officials did not pay 
much attention when the bus 
left because there are two 
unloading areas at VHS and 
they thought the driver was 
going to let the students off in 
the other location, he said.
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Rainout Gives ’Cats Problems
Rains washed away a scheduled baseball game between 

Valdosta and Colquitt County for the second time in less than 
a week Monday.

The came has been rescheduled a second time for April 27 
in Moultrie, two days before the Wildcats take on Lowndes.

Valdosta plays a relatively light schedule this week, 
beginning with Brooks County in Quitman Wednesday.

But next week, the Wildcats play four crucial sub-region 
games, two against Central of Thomasville and one each 
against Colquitt County and Lowndes, in the space of five 
days. Three of those games are on the road

Solution Tor
’Cats, Vikes

Look Sharp 7 iwp^ Kpr ItJVO

( apt. William .Allen Lawler, left, of Charleston, S.C., inspects 
the troops in the Naval Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps at 
Valdosta High School as City School Superintendent Ralph 
Brandon, center, looks on. The ROTC students were prepared for

their annual inspection by Lt. Commander Larry Cupp, naval 
science instructor at VHS, and his assistant, Petty Officer 1st 
Class Sam Wright. — Times Staff Photo by Frank W illiams.

Valdosta betters
Fall To Colquitt

Valdosta’s Eric Anderson remained undefeated on the 1983 
tennis season in six matches Thursday afternoon with a 6-2, 
6-4 win over Colquitt County’s Kyle Hiers, but his boys and 
girls teammates were not as fortunate, dropping both team 
nM'shegto the Packers.

Anderson’s win was the only one for the boys as the 
Wildcats fell 8-1. The VHS girls, playing without a No.l 
singles and doubles team, stumbled 7-2. The Valdosta girls 
are now 3-4 on the year.

Singles winners for the Valdosta girls were: Ethel Mitchel, 
a 6-3, 6-3 winner over Colquitt’s Cheryl McClendon; and 
Mandy Smitherman, a 6-3,6-3 winner over Kim Cornelius.

Rain has really had a tearing on 
baseball in our area this spring. Every 
team has had at least one game 
postponed because of the wet stuff. Some 
teams can't count on two hands the 
number of rain outs.

It’s gotten so bad teams are looking for 
new opponents to help make up for the 
games tnat have already been cancelled.

At Valdosta High head coach Charles 
Tarpley is becoming frustrated with the 
season. When the precipitation isn’t 
cancelling games, it is having tell-tale 
influence on them.

Before Saturday's loss to Tift County, 
the Wildcats only defeat on their near­
perfect ledger was directly caused by 
rain. The ’Cats played through the early 
half of a date with Tift holding a firm 
lead. But the clouds erupted and the game 
was postponed for over an hour.

When the two clubs returned to the 
field, it was the beginning of the end for 
the ’Cats. They whiffed helplessly at the 
ball failing to make contact, while the 
Blue Devils pounded the cover off

The end result was the first mark in the 
**L” column.

The ’Cats added their second scratch 
Saturday afternoon with a 2-1 loss to those 
same Blue Devils.

But Valdosta is not the only local 
baseball team searching to add to games 
to the ’83 schedule as make ups. Cross­
town Lowndes is in the same boat.

The Vikings were slated to play a 
double header against Tallahassee-Leon 
last weekend, but the rain gods had other 
ideas. Continous showers dampered any 
hope of getting the game in.

At almost that very same time Valdosta 
was planning a date with a high school 
from Cleveland, Tenn. But again it was 
just too wet for such a get-togetner.

On the junior high level its even worse. 
The Valdosta and Lowndes 9th grade and 
B-Teams have taken to playing each 
other on a regular basis just to get some 
games in.

So Valdosta and Lowndes are left with 
two open dates on their schedule and no 
one to fill the void.

And with the Georgia High School 
Association rule limiting the '83 season to 
18 games, every one counts, especially if 
you are looking for post-season play. 
Games are so much more vital than any 
practice session.

But neither the ’Cats nor the Vikings 
have any clear-cut prospects to add to the 
shortened season. Seems like a real 
delimma,eh?

It shouldn’t be. though. Both have the 
same need. Why can’t both satisfy their 
own need, while in turn satisfying the 
other?

Why not play each other?
Sure, they have already played once 

this season — Valdosta won that meeting 
at the ’Cats’ Bazemore Field — and they 
are slated to clash again on April 29 in the 
season finale for both teams at Lowndes 
Field, but a double header wouldn't weigh 
the schedule down.

Both have numerable open dates before 
the end of the year Two games one 
evening at Blazer Field, preferably when 
Valdosta State is off or out-of-town, would 
be perfect. They could split the profits 
down the middle and the local citizenry 
could be treated to some good baseball.

Tarpley said he would not be opposed to 
such a meeting, that is if it didn’t come 
too close to the date already set for the 
Lowndes-Valdosta game.

“There's no since playing two games 
that don’t mean anything right before we 
play a game that means something,” 
Tarpley said.

But as for now the prospects look dim 
for either the ’Cats or the Vikes to 
squeeze their allotted games Nos. 17 and 
18 into the rain-hampered season.

Could it be that it would be too easy?
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Valdosta Rally Edges Monroe
Thurs., May 5, 1983—27—

6-Run Explosion Gives Wildcats 1-0 Lead In Region Playoffs
By MACK BROWNING & ^^jUll^

Tinies Staff Writer
ALBANY — Valdosta ran 

into a much tougher foe than 
was expected Wednesday, and 
the Wildcats had to scrap their 
way back for a 7-4 win over 
Monroe at Cardinal Park.

The victory gives Valdosta 
1 (13-2) a 1-0 advantage in this 

best-of-three semi-final series 
in the 1-AAAA championships. 
Game 2 was scheduled to begin 
at 2 p.m. this, afternoon at 
Bazemore Field. Game 3, 
should the Tornadoes win game 
2, would be played today.

The Wildcats trailed Monroe 
4-1 going into the seventh 
inning, but starter Danny 
Williamson walked the first 
three batters and an error later 
Marty Shiver homered to win 
the game.

“They were much better 
than we ever thought they 
were,” said Valdosta head 
coach Charles Tarpley after 
the game. “We thought we 
could take it by showing up. 
Our players will come out 
tomorrow mentally prepared ” 

Monroe got the early advan­
tage as Valdosta left the bases 
loaded in the first inning. The 
Tornadoes then shocked all­
area pitcher-of-the-year Ted 
West for two home runs in their 
half of the inning to build a 2-0

lead.
It looked easy right off the 

bat Tarpley said, “but we 
didn t score, and they hit two 
home runs. That got their kids 
up. ’

Monroe (11-6) took a 3-0 lead 
in the third on Bruce Mock’s 
second homer of the game and 
extended that lead to 4-0 the 
next inning as West threw 
wildly to third trying to force a 
runner.

In the sixth, Valdosta got one 
of those runs back.

West opened with a single 
and scored on Ben Reaves 
double that got past the center 
fielder. But Williamson got out 
of further trouble, leaving 
Reaves stranded as he got 
Blake Belue to fly out and 
Ferrell Scruggs to strike out

One pitch told the story of the 
seventh inning. And if one 
batter hurt Williamson Wed­
nesday it was designated hitter 
Tommy Schunhoff.

Schunhoff had struck out and 
walked in his first two plate 
appearances, and he was look- 
"f for at least a walk to start 

off the seventh in order to get a 
rally underway.

It seemed like a losing pro­
position, since Williamson had 
walked only two and allowed 
but five hits through six in­
nings.

“I don’t know why we 
couldn’t hit him,” Schunhoff 
said. ‘‘He had a mediocre 
fastball and he didn’t throw 
anything else.”

Schunhoff admitted things 
looked bleak, especially after

outside,” Schunhott said.
Williamson, visibly shaken 

by the call, walked the next two 
batters — Lorenzo Matchett 
and Greg Jenkins — without 
getting close to the strike zone. 
With the bases loaded and no

“They were much better than we 
ever thought they were. We thought 
we could take it by showing up. ”

— Valdosta coach Charles Tarpley

three hits. Three walks and a 
wf^T error gave the 
Wildcats the win.

But Monroe proved it could 
play with Valdosta. The 
Tornadoes ripped West from 
beginning to end. West got 
Monroe three up and three 
down in the seventh, but two 
balls were hit hard in that 
inning — including one that left 
fielder Scruggs made a running 
knee-high catch.

Tarpley said his team was 
fortunate to win.

“We won one we shouldn’t 
have, he said.

Rick Rupp (3-2) starts game 
2 today.

X^r0818 managed to reach 
Williamson for only a run in the 
sixth after Reaves’ double.

“I kind of thought we’d get 
beat,” Schunhoff said, “but 
we’ve got the kind of team that 
can come back and never give 
up.” 6

Schunhoff, leading off the 
seventh, ran the count to three 
balls and two strikes and fouled 
off several good pitches to stay 
alive. Williamson then came 
with a fastball low on the 
corner that was called ball 
four, though the pitch looked 
perfect.

outs, second baseman Mark 
Perry drove the ball to deep 
center. Center fielder Darren 
Spurling only had to move a 
step or two, but he dropped the 
ball and two runs scored.
After West drove in the tying 

run with a single, Monroe 
coach Walter Stubbs took 
Williamson out and put in Jeff 
Swift.

Swift was greeted by Shiver’s 
blast over the left field screen.

and Valdosta sent 10 men to the 
plate and scored six runs off“It was kind of low of

Marly Shiver’s Homer Broke Game Open In Lasing

VHS lb r h bi 
GJnknsss 2 1 i o
Perry 2b 
Westp 
Stiver c 
Rves cf 
Belue lb 
Scrggs If 
Schoff dh 
Prvis pr 
Mtchttrf 
TOTALS
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MHS

4 0 0 0
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2 0 0 0
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Mthis If 
Works 3b 
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Knight lb 
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Sprling cf 
Reid 2b 
Rdding rf 
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Swift p

lb f h bi 
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4 0 0 0
4 2 2 2
4 0 2 0
4 0 10
3 0 10
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3 0 0 0
3 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
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Essay Contest^
Won By

By Times Staff Writer
A Valdosta High School se­

nior won the annual Elks 
Americanism essay contest.

Mary Frances Taormina was 
awarded a $100 U.S. savings 
bond Tuesday at the Elks lodge 
meeting, said Ray Hamel, 
Americanism committee 
chairman.

Miss Taormina wrote on the 
subject of “Freedom, the 
Foundation of Americanism.”

The daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
Frank E. Taormina of Valdosta 
was selected over 42 other 
contestants from Georgia 
Christian School, Lowndes 
High School, VHS and Valwood 
School.

“Our judges had a very 
difficult task in choosing the 
best entries because the 
schools had already weeded out 
those essays which were not 
highly competitive,” Hamel 
said. k .

“The technical aspects of 
writing also had to be 
evaluated because of the 
overall excellence of 
expression and content of the 
essays.”

Hamel said only one essay 
came in directly from a student 
to the committee without first 
being evaluated by teachers 
from the respective schools. 
That paper was written by 
Lowndes High School ninth 
grader Paige Flowers, daugh­
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. 
Flowers of Lake Park. She 

. finished third.
“This was quite an ac­

complishment for a freshman 
competing against some tough 
seniors like Miss Taormina,” 
Hamel said. _

Finishing third was Terry 
Richards, a GCS senior and son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ward Richards 
of Lake Park.

Winning essay contests is 
nothing new to Miss Taormina.

O e 9^^ aySenior^
She won first place 1-AAAA 

essay and third place 1-AAAA 
essay in the state.

Miss Taormina was also 
named Good Citizen from VHS 
by the Gen. James Jackson 
Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. Part of 
the judging was on an essay 
written on the subject of “Qur 
American Heritage and our 
Responsibility for Preserving 
It.”

Her other high school honors 
include Outstanding 
Freshman, Sophomore and 
Junior English student, Na­
tional Merit Semifinalist, 
Who’s Who Among American 
High School Students, 
America’s Outstanding Names 
and Faces and National High 
School Award for Excellence.

She is yearbook editor-in- 
chief, secretary of the debate 
team which won the region 
trophy last year and a member 
of the Beta Club and Academic 
Bowl team.

Last year she was the stu­
dent director and this year she 
plays a supporting role in the 
school’s one-act presentation.

Miss Taormina is a member 
of St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church and has spent 
time delivering hot meals to 
shut-ins. . , ,

Her future plans include at­
tending college and majoring 
in pre-law with a minor in 
computer science.

MARY TAORMINA

BO

Almost like the real thing
VALDOSTA, Ga. — A Saudi Arabian "oil minister” 
portrayed by Michael Herrin of Valdosta High School 
pushes past a cadre of Iraqi "troops," who were also 
high school students, prior to the start of a model 
United Nations General Assembly held Friday at

Valdosta State College. The annual one-day event 
sponsored by the college’s department of international 
studies attracted about 350 Georgia and Florida high 
school students. Student delegations represented ail 
the nations of the U.N. General Assembly.

Area Teams Vying
For Wildcat Ciassic

By STEVE CORRIGAN year’s Wildcat Classic title by junior. 3
Times Sports Editor

Pitching will be the key when 
four area high school baseball 
teams square off Friday and 
Saturday in the Wildcat Classic 
at the Valdosta High field.

Lanier County and host Val­
dosta get things rolling Friday 
afternoon at 4 p.m. Defending 
champion Berrien County and 
Lowndes round out the teams. 
The Rebels and Vikings meet 
Saturday morning at 10 a. m.

Winners from the first two 
rounds tangle for the tourna­
ment crown Saturday after­
noon at 3:15 p.m. Losers from 
the previous rounds meet first 
in a 12:45 start Saturday af­
ternoon in the consolation 
round.

“Anybody who gets a good 
pitching performance should 
be able to win it,” said Valdos­
ta head coach Charles Tarpley. 
“One pitcher could make the 
differnce.”

Lanier County, a member of 
Georgia’s smallest classifica­
tion, will be going up against 
AAAA Valdosta and Lowndes 
and AAA Berrien. But the 
Bulldogs return two pitchers 
off both Lanier’s 1981 and ’82 
teams that played for the Class 
A state title.

Berrien, which took last

whipping both Valdosta and 
Lowndes, also returns a 
starter, a lefthander, off the *82 
team. In fact he was the same 
pitcher who knocked off the 
Vikings in the Classic finals. 
The Rebels also captured the 
region title last year and 
played for the South Georgia 
championship before being 
knocked off.

Despite both Berrien’s and 
Lanier's firepower, Tarpley 
said the Classic crown should 
come from either Lowndes or 
Valdosta.

“Us and Lowndes should be 
the favorite,” Tarpley said. 
“But the other two teams have 
gone a long way in the’playoffs.

“We’ve got the most experi­
ence,” Tarpley added, “but 
Lowndes is going to have a 
good ball club.”

Tarpley plans to start senior 
Mike Moore in the first game 
against Lanier. Junior Lorenzo 
Matchett will pitch the second 
game Tarpley said. Teddy­
West, a 12-game winner last 
year, has hurt knee to go along 
with duties to the football team 
where he is starting 
quarterback and will not pitch 
in the Classic. Tarpley did say, 
though, that if West’s bat was 
needed he may call on the

Tarpley is right on the money 
when he talks about his Wildcat 
experience. Four of the five 
starting infielders are seniors, 
the catcher is a senior and two 
of the outfielders are nearing 
graduation.

“I’ll probably start eight 
seniors,” Tarpley said. “This is 
their fourth year together. All 
were members of our first 
ninth grade team and played 
together on the B-team before 
joining the varsity.”

The 'Cats went 23-7 last year 
and won the sectional before 
losing the South Georgia 
championship to Coffee 
County, which went on to win 
the state tournament.

Five returning starters off 
last year’s team hit over .300, 
and three, outfielder Ben 
Reaves, first baseman Blake 
Belue and catcher Marty Shiv­
er, all hovered around the .380 
mark. Incidentally, all three 
were named captians for the 
upcoming season.

“I would have to say our 
hitting is our strong point,” 
Tarpley said.

But if everything falls in to 
place as he hopes, “I ought to 
have a good baseball team,” 
Tarpley said.

• < J 4





A Brand New Year ’
It s that time of year again.
With warm , weather signaling the arrival of spring, sports 

enthusiasts usually think of spring sports such as tennis, golf and 
baseball.

However, football, dormant during the winter months, rears its 
head in the spring for spring drills. These drills are held so 
coaches can evaluate and select the players to return in the fail.

The Valdosta Wildcats started their spring practices on March 
7 and will conclude on March 25. The Wildcats will host Newnan 
High School March 19 in their annual spring game.

In 1982, Coach Nick Hyder led the Cats to their first sole state 
championship since 1971, slipping by Peachtree 10-7 at Cleveland 
Fleld in the final game.

Lowndes began its drills on Feb. 28. They will culminate in a 
spring game against Cairo High School on March 18.

After winning the state title in 1980, the Vikings have missed 
making the playoffs the last two seasons but are looking forward 
to returning in 83.

In their first season of competition, the Valdosta State Blazers 
were able to provide fans with many thrills and a 5-5-1 record

However, the Blazers will have to go without the best passing 
combo in the Gulf South Conference in ’82. Quarterback James 
°^ns owns th® record for most yardage passing in one season 
while wide-receiver Carl 'Armstrong owns the most receptions 
and receiving-yardage records.
j Currently the Blazers are going only through conditioning 
df^J^chJimGoodman will begin spring practice on April 4.

Story By
Kevin
Price

Photos By 
Robert

Winter IB





Academia
Dictates
Preps ter s

If you were at Valdosta High’s spring 
football game Saturday night and noticed 
that one of your favorite ballplayers was 
absent from the proceedings on the 
Cleveland Field gridiron, don’t be con­
cerned about the lad’s health. He’s 
probably in better shape than you and I.

No, injuries weren’t the cause of the 14 
Wildcats missing VHS’s 24-14 win over 
Newnan. Grades were.

Under Georgia High School Association 
rules, a player, no matter the sport, must 
pass at least four subjects auring the 
proceeding quarter to be eligible to 
compete. Not four academic subjects 
mina you, just four subjects period. They 
could be art, music, shop and physical 
education as far as the GHSA is con­
cerned. The governing body just wants 
four passing grades.

Those 14 that missed the Newnan game 
had not met the requirements.

While the GHSA stipulation does not 
apply to spring games, Valdosta High 
coach Nick Hyder decided to hold the 
players out anyhow. It was a way of 
getting attention.

Last fall when the ’Cats went 15-0 and 
won the state championship, seven 
players were ineligible for the title game 
against Peachtree. Hyder had had enough 
and he did something about it.

' We had to do something to get their 
attention,” he explained. Standing on the 
sideline as the Cats thumped Newnan 
Saturday night was his way of saying 
“pass your school work or you don’t 
play”

As it turned out the missing players 
were hardly noticed as the ’Cats beat 
Newnan 24-14. “And we did it with some 
pretty good people not playing,” Hyder 
said. “We did it with tne best running 
back in the state sitting on the sideline.

“It’s good to see that we could win 
without those boys with academic pro­
blems,” Hyder added. “We gambled that 
we could win without them. ”

Hyder’s lesson is a good one. I hope 
more coaches around the state follow his 
lead.

“All we ask is that they pass,” Hyder 
said, “not to make A’s. That’s not too 
much to ask.”

Or is it? No other high school student is 
forced to pass. Band members aren’t 
monitored to make sure four subjects 
were passed. So why should football 
players?

certainly, the rule- is a good one. 
Perhaps it should be widened to encom­
pass all students who are participating in 
extra-curricular activities. But for now, 
we should feel proud the rule is being 
applied to athletes and being upheld by 
the coaches.

This rule is even more important when 
you realize that under new NCAA 
guidelines, an athlete must make at least 
a 700 on the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the 
college entrance examination, to be 
eligible to compete in college sports. But 
merely passing four subjects each 
quarter is still not enough to raise 
students' SAT scores above the minimum 
requirement. But it is a start.
“I think it makes our school academ­

ically strong,” Hyder said of the academ­
ic guidelines.

After all, what is high school for? It’s 
not for playing football games.

“The football team is the servant of the 
school,” Hyder said. “I don’t believe the 
school is the servant of the team. Hence, 
they’re (the players) going to have to 
meet their acadmeic requirements.”

Or, as happened Saturday night, they 
will be watching the game from the 
sideline.

me s

Spring Practice?
Bob Bolton, coach of the receivers for 

\ aldosta High School’s football team, turned out 
for spring football practice Thursday looking 
more like it was the middle of winter. The

weather certainly seemed that way, with an 
spr,,ng cold snaP ,hat brought gusty winds 

and low temperatures to the Valdosta area. — 
7 imes Staff Photo by Joey Ivansco.

----------------Sports Briefs----- i-Xj-X

Hyder Receives 
Another Honor

Valdosta High Wildcats coach Nick Hyder was recently 
honored as Georgia's High School Coach of the Year by the 
100 Percent Wrong Club of Atlanta.

Hyder led the 1982 edition of the Wildcats to a perfect 15-0 
season and their first sole state championship since 1971

Wildcat players honored by the club were Jeff Lee and 
Herbert Lowe Both of which played on the state 
championship team in 1982.



VHS Sets Energy 
Saving System

1

By ROBERTBOHLER 
Times Staff Writer

In a move to nip escalating 
power bills at Valdosta High 
School, city school board 
members will lean on a 
computerized energy man­
agement system next school 
year to monitor utility con­
sumption at the school, 

Automated Logic Cor­
poration of Atlanta offers the 
system which School Super­
intendent Ralph Brandon 
said could save the city 
system the computer’s 
$35,750 cost within a year’s 
time.

Brandon said the Dalton, 
Ga., city school system 
averaged a 24 percent to 26 
percent reduction in costs 
over a four-year period.

“If we could save just 20 
percent, it would pay for 
itself in nor more than 
twelve months,” said 
Brandon.

He said that the high 
school’s increase in utility 
costs greatly exceeds 
Georgia Power Co.’s figures 
for average increase. For 
the period studied, Brandon 
said the high school’s bills 
had increased by 14 percent, 
compared to Georgia 
Powers average figure of 
just under 10 percent.

“When the high school was 
built, energy was no a 
factor,” said Brandon, “at 
least not as evidenced by the 
utility bills.”

Brandon said that the 
school’s bills continued to 
climb despite reductions in 
kilowatt usage.

According to Brandon, the 
greatest increases in the city 
system are at the schools 
with centralized heating and 
cooling systems.

“It’s impossible to balance 
a building as big as the high 
school,” said Brandon.

Monthly electric bills at 
the school are currently 
running in excess of $14,000, 
according to school officials.

In other business:
—The board accepted the 

low bid of $276,377 from Tom 
Hutchinson Construction Co. 
for renovations at Valdosta 
Jr. High School.

Brandon said the work 
would include interior paint­
ing at the school, lowering of 
ceilings, enclosure of win­
dows, and lighting installa­
tion.

—The board accepted the 
low bid of $38,038 from Abner 
Pope and Sons, Inc. of Ocilla 
for a facelift of the south 
stands at Cleveland Field.

Brandon said the contract 
called for the sandblasting of 
the stands, including the 
pressbox, with a finish coat 
of epoxy paint. He said the 
job, which carries a five- 
year guarantee, would be 
paid solely out of athletic 
funds.

—Board Treasurer Lamar 
Newbern told the board that, 
with the delay in state 
tabulations needed for com­
piling a school budget, the 
date for figuring the prelim­
inary budget would probably 
be pushed back from May to 
June.

—Board members agreed 
to kick in $15,000 to the 
Valdosta Area Technical 
School and to renew the 
practice of annual contribu­
tions. The figure will be 
matched by the county 
school system, according to 
Newbern.

—The board adopted a 
resolution to roll back pro­
perty taxes for the full 
amount of state taxes 
forwarded to the 
schools. Brandon estimated 
the figure at $525,000.

Newbern told the board 
there was “fighting chance” 
of a minute reduction in the 
school millage rate. He said 
later he doubted the cut 
would be reflected in a 
reduced budget. “It never 
does,” he said.

With the purchase of 
twelve 66-passenger and two 
36-passenger busses, the 
board will auction as surplus 
nine school buses, ranging 
from one 1966 model to five 
1975 models.

Brandon said the net gain 
of three buses would in­
crease the system's number 
of spares to six.

., Showdowns Set 
In Area Baseball

The sub-region baseball races are heating up, particularly in 
1-AAAA. and thanks to the unusually wet weather, defending 
champ Valdosta will play four of its closest rivals in one fell 
swoop.

Lowndes, given new life in the sub-region race because of 
Colquitt County’s recent win over Central of Thomasville, plays 
its hectic, rain-altered schedule this week.

Four teams from the south sub-region have a chance to 
participate in the region playoffs beginning May 2. Valdosta 
would seem a lock because the Wildcats are undefeated in 
sub-region play while every other team has at least one loss.

But Deginning next Monday, Valdosta plays Central on the 
road, Central at home and Colquitt County on the road on 
successive days. Then the ’Cats must play at Lowndes, which will 
probably have much more at stake, on the regular season’s final 
day next Friday.

The busy week promises to be no easy task for Valdosta coach 
Charles Tarpley, whose slim pitching staff will be sorely tested. 
So far this year, Ted West has pitched against every major 
sub-region opponent (not Thomasville which is the league 
doormat). At least two of those games will probably rest on the 
shoulders of Rick Rupp or Mike Moore. Neither have been placed 
on that type of pressure situation this year.

And though it doesn’t seem likely, two losses could even put the 
Wildcats out of the playoffs. .

Lowndes coach Noel George isn’t concerned about hanging on 
to any kind of a lead in the standings. He’s got to be concerned 
with just getting enough wins to get him into the playoffs.

The Vikings have two sub-region losses on the year, tying them 
with Colquitt County — a team they’ve beaten once already. The 
big games for them come Thursday and Friday.

Lowndes hosts Central Thursday. A win would boost the 
Vikings into a three-way tie for second in the sub-region and in a 
position to make the playoffs. That became possible when 
Colquitt beat Central 12-4, last Friday in Moultrie. Lowndes then 
must travel to Moultrie Friday for a game with Colquitt.

Since Central must still play Valdosta twice, with two losses a 
distinct possibility, the game between Lowndes and Colquitt 
could decide the No. 2 team in the sub-region.

The battle in the north sub-region is almost as difficult to call. 
Tift County looks like a shoe-in. The Blue Devils have beaten 
defending state champion Coffee this year and have beaten 
Valdosta twice and Lowndes. The other team in the playoffs 
could be Westover or Dougherty. Westover has one loss in that 
sub-region, and Dougherty has one good pitcher who has carried 
them this year.

In area baseball, Cook appears solid in 1-AAA with Berrien 
County or Fitzgerald the likely No. 2 team in the East. But in the 
West, Cook will find difficult opponents to wade through in its 
attempt to get back to the state tournament. Cairo, last year’s 
runner-up, and Bainbridge should make the playoffs.

Winless Brooks County appears destined for a year of 
wondering what went wrong. The Trojans, playing out of their 
class, were humiliated by Valdosta 32-3 a week ago and are 
scheduled toplay the Wildcats again today in Quitman. However, 
Tarpley said ne would play his llth-graders against Brooks.

As bad as that sounds, though, Brooks will have a shot at the 
playoffs. Every team in 1-AA South — Brooks, Turner County, 
Macon County and Dooly County — will play a single-elimination 
series with the winner to play probably Seminole County for the 
region championship.

Turner is the favorite, but the Rebels lost to Cook 14-3 last 
week. Brooks plays Turner in a double header Saturday in 
Quitman. A win could boost the Trojans’ confidence heading into 
the tournament.

In 2-A, the season boils down to two confrontations — Clinch 
County versus Lanier County in the South and Nicholls versus 
Broxton in the North. The winners of those two series will play 
for the region title.

Clinch, with the youngest program in the region, may be the 
favorite. Clinch has beaten Nicholls, which Lanier coach Jack 
Hart considered the best in the region this year. Lanier, the 
defending South Georgia champions, have had problems this 
year. A shoulder injury to star player Sylvester West kept him 
from pitching effectively in several ball games. As a result, 
Lanier dipped to an uncharacteristic sub-.500 record.

Based on games played to date, you have to like Valdosta’s, 
Cook’s and Clinch’s chances to make the state playoffs. Valdosta, 
because the only team to beat them — Tift — hasn’t faced West 
yet. Cook, because it’s incomprehensible to think how anyone can 
stop Thad Williams and Steve Browning. And Clinch, because you 
have to like the underdog.

But in the next week and a half, it’s probable that Lowndes, 
Berrien and Lanier will have something to say about the title

«^^«^

Win History Meet
By Times Staff Writer

Students from Lowndes High School and 
Valdosta Junior High School placed first in 
competition at National History Day in 
Waycross recently.

Winners on the high school level from LHS 
were Paige Flowers, first; Steve Dodd, second; 
and Kerrie Plump, third.

The LHS students won for their essays on the 
turning points in history, according to their 
teacher, Ximena Holcombe.

In the junior division from VJHS were Susan 
Burne, Kristen Greene, Laura McMillan, Jen­

nifer Moody and Pat Smith, first place, group 
performance.

The girls won for the skit “Famous American 
Women.”

Lang Culbreth, Leslie Hagen, Jodi McDonald 
and Joy Myddelton placed first in group project 
for theirs on “Eli Whitney and His Invention.”

Second place for an individual project went to 
David Cole for his on computers.

Rusty McCall and Paul Rainey took second in 
the group project division for their work on 
“The Revolutionary Computer Chip.”

Third place winners from VJHS included

Laura Bailey, Dana Dailey, Christie Grimes, 
Jenny Lazaroff and Lisa Scherer, junior group 
performance; Charles Crosby, historical paper; 
Amy Burch and Tracey Loftis and Cathy Oliver 
and Stephen Pruitt (tie), junior group project; 
and Micnael Schmier, junior group project.

The VJHS students were, from Alfred Hiers’
and Lisa Harper’s classes.

National History Day was sponsored by the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, Mrs. 
Holcombe said.

Students placing first or second, if their point 
totals are nigh enough, will compete in state 
contests April 30 in Atlanta
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VHS Opens Season With Wins

By MACK BROWNING 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta used three-hit pitching in the 
first game and survivea an eight-run 
giveaway in the nightcap to sweep 
previously unbeaten Lanier County 7-2 
and 11-9, at Bazemore Field Saturday.

The defending 1-AAAA champions 
looked like anything but titleholders 
during parts of the day, but the Wildcats 
came up with key plays to take both ends 
on opening day.

In the first game, Valdosta struggled at 
the plate against starting pitcher 
Sylvester West. The right-hander gave up 
only two hits and one earned run through 
four innings, but had control problems 
which eventually led to his removal from 
the game. West’s replacement, David 
West, was jumped on for five runs in just 
two innings. When it looked as if the 
Bulldogs might pull back into the game, 
Valdosta’s Ted West and Ben Reaves 
salted away the game with towering 
homers. „ . j

West’s blast cleared the wall in dead 
center, 355 feet away.

As the fifth inning of the first game was 
the big-play extravaganza, so was the 
fifth inning of the nightcap.

Wildcat shortstop Greg Jenkins turned 
from goat to hero in a matter of minutes.

Sports Briefs

i

Valdosta Names
Ticket Manager

From Staff Reports
Jack Puckett has been named Valdosta High School s new 

ticket manager for the 1983 season. ,
Puckett is replacing Linda Hart, who is to become Ralph 

Brandon’s (superintendent of the Valdosta school system) 
Se“M^duties will include handling the athletic funds,” Puckett 
said “as well as handling tickets for all athletic sports. ,
" A retired civil-service worker, Puckett who ^l^y^Lta 
Moody Air Force Base for 26 years, has been with the Valdosta 
^n ^obe? ^ was transfered from the migrate
program into the athletic program. Puckett trained under Hart 
until March 15 when the job became his alone '

‘‘Mr. Brandon sets all policies having to do with any concern of 
the tickets," Puckett said. ‘‘I am here just to carry out those 
^There will be no basic changes in the way tickets are handled.
I would just like to sell more than we did last year.
strengthXiVth^ ^s»” ticket holders’

^.^ “ =■ «« boito,."

’’“Sett'raked in Ilie Georgi, migr.nl program lor three 
vears, working with migrant children in connection with the 
national office in Little Rock, Ark families

‘ Migran! children move around quite a bit while their lamil e. 
.are domg different kind of w,ork-" P^V^ t^ tie RoTkto 
- Che need Tor a national computer which is set up in Little Rock to 
keep track of all the children s records and papers.

?: Lady ’Cat Tracksters Nip Tift
-: TIFTON — The Valdosta High girls track team won eight of 13 
^events Monday afternoon in a dual meet with Tift County, but it 
•took Carry Oliver's win in the two-mile run, the final race of the 
'.afternoon for VHS to secure a 55-51 win in its first outing of the 
•season. Oliver ran 13:20 to win the two-mile . .. „ ,
> Just moments earlier the VHS mile-relay team, consisting oi 
-Connie Weatherspoon, Avis Weatherspoon Valerie Be 1 and Ann 
Barnett, had tied the meet with a winning time of 4:21 to set up

1 • The four-time defending region 1-AAAA Lady Wildcats were 
-ftinning without the services of Darlene McCormick, who won the 
'.mile and half-mile in the region meet last year. She is«Ftedto 
•be back for Valdosta’s next meet at Thomasville, April 4. The 

•McCormick’s spot with wins in the mile (6:10) and the half-mile 
^VHS also won both relay events. Besides them'*e'.^!^ 

.‘ Cats, anchored by Sonia Davis, Avis and Connie Weatherspoon, 
and Bell, won the440relays. . .; • Connie Weatherspoon posted a win in the 440-yard dash as well 
^Julte^urvislook the long jump with a 16 feet, three-quarter- 
inch leap.

Wildcats Take Two From Lanier i\
Jenkins’ three errors in a two-inning span 
cost Valdosta a huge lead and gave 
Lanier a 9-8 lead.

Jenkins came to the plate in the fifth 
inning with a runner on base, and he 
delivered the winning blow — a shot over 
the left field fence.

After the games, however, Wildcat 
coach Charles Tarpley wasn’t as happyd 
about his team’s comeback effort as he 
was concerned about his team s lack of 
defense in the second game. ,

“We’ve been practicing 10 weeks now,
Tarpley said. “I don’t feel we should have 
played the way we did.

“Any time you win, you’re happy,” he 
said, “but our team has six starters 
returning, and I didn’t expect we’d play 
the way we did.”

The numbers speak for themselves: In 
14 innings of baseball Saturday afternoon, 
Valdosta committed six errors. Lanier 
had an even more lackluster showing, 
committing eight errors. “But they’ve 
just got back four players who were on 
the basketball team (that reached the 
state tournament),” Tarpley said. 
“They’ve only been together two weeks. ”

But what the two teams lacked in 
defense, they made up for in offensive 
fireworks. In all, six homeruns were hit,

IP

5532
Winner - T. West. Loser — S.

R

2 0 
2

2

5
2

0 
0

2 
3

5

5
3

VHS 
T. West 
Matchett 
LCHS 
S. West 
D. West

LCHS 
VHS

000 000 2 - 2 3 2
011 050 X —7 4 2

Matrhet^^B - Stiver, Hotcaveg

2 3
i. West. WP -

E — L Ryan, Sirmans, G- Jenkins, Purvis. 
L0B _ lchS 5, VHS 4. 2B — Shiver. HR — T. 
West, Reaves. SB — C. Jenkins, G. Jenkins, 
Perry, T. West, Scruggs. SAC — Browning.

" H ER BB SO

and even though the wind was blowing out 
most of the afternoon all were tape­
measurejobs.

“If you can get it up in our ball park, 
you can get it out,” Tarpley said. “Out 
here the wind is often blowing out, and 
you can sometimes get a cheapie.”

Valdosta’s Ben Reaves got no cheapies, 
towering a homerun in each game. Lanier 
County’s Sylvester West, who went 
three-tor-six for the two games, hit 
stroked a homerun in the nightcap. 
Darrell Phillips, playing only the second 
game for the Bulldogs, gave Lanier a 
brief lead in the second game with a 
grand slam, culminating a furious com­
eback. . „

s“We had a good chance to get beat,
Tarpley said. “But we came back, and 
that s to our credit. ’ ’

Ted West was the most effective picture 
for Valdosta of the four used during the 
double header. In addition to hitting the 
first Wildcat homerun of the year, West 
pitched shutout ball, while striking out 
five Tarpley’s starter in the second 
game, front-line pitcher Rick Rupp, was 
hit hard but was also the victim of most of 
his teammates’ miscues.

He gave up eight hits and nine runs in 
the second game win but only one of those 
runs was earned. Rupp struggled with

keeping the ball low in the strike zone.
Valdosta will need more solid play for 

its next game — against sub-region rival 
Colquitt County Tuesday at Bazemore 
Field.

VHS
CJnkns3b 
Rgistr 3b 
GJnkns ss 
Moore ph 
Perry 2b 
Huling 2b 
TWest p rf 
Shivrc 
Htcveg c 
Reaves cf 
Purvis cf 
Belue lb 
Prker lb 
Shnff rf 
Mtcht p 
Scrgg If 
Goff ph 
Ruff If 
TOTALS

ab r h bi 
2 10 0 
10 0 0 
3 0 0 0 
10 0 0 
12 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
1113 
3 110 
0 0 0 0 
3 112 
0 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
110 0 
0 0 0 0 
2 0 10 
10 0 0 
0 0 0 0

LCHS 
LRyancf 
Srmansss 
SWest p rf 
Smpson 3b 
DWest rf p 
O'Guin rf 
Foster lb 
Eubnksc 
Wilms If 
Bwning2b 
Gray ph 
MRyanpr 
TOTALS

ab r h bi
4 0 0 0
3 0 0 0
2 0 10
3 0 0 0
2 0 10
0 0 0 0
3 10 0
3 110
2 0 0 0
10 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0

Jenkins’ Homer Atoned For Early Errors

migr.nl
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They’ve Got A Lot To Give
!,^’ vl^I”” J^’ 171 center. This is ‘he second 
year VHS has had the blood drive, a spokesman said. 
They collected 15 more pints this year than last. The 
l.Zi^USp0'^^ by thc health occupation classes 
and KOTt, in conjunction with the American Red

Mi^V^TF" ^ Cross Wood d™ at Valdosta 
Sv. M^’^™^1 Out 160 persons who registered to 
Ei .'i ^m?"- results showed 140 were able to Snk’nMh ^ ^"‘UT eollected. Among the 160 
students at the dove Wednesday, which began at 9 
am and continued until 3 p.m., were Tim Keller, 17,

Cross. Mandy Kent, 17, shown at right and a member 
of the health occupations class, was the coordinator 
Beverly Smith is the health occupations teacher and 
registered nurse for the drive. Sam Wright is the 
ROTC commander. — Times Staff Photo.

By DAR Chapter Here
1

Students Named Good Citizens
By ELIZABETH BUTLER 

Times Staff Writer
A Lowndes High School stu­

dent has been chosen for the 
Good Citizen award by Gen. 
James Jackson Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution:

Leo Saguiguit is to represent 
the chapter here in district 
competition, a spokesman said.

Mary Taormina was the 
Good Citizen winner from Val­
dosta High School. Kent Cop­
page and Saguiguit tied for the 
Good Citizen winner from 
Lowndes High School.

The students were chosen by 
their respective school 
faculties on the basis of leader­
ship, dependability, service 
and patriotism.

The overall winner was 
chosen by a DAR committee on 
the basis of an essay each 
wrote, letters of recommenda­
tion and the student’s school, 
community and church activi­
ties.

All three are to be honored 
by the chapter here at its 
March 16 meeting at 3:30 p.m. 
at the Woman’s Building.

Saguiguit was listed in Who’s 
Who Among American High 
School Students in both the 11th 
and 12th grades. He was the 
recipient of the United States 
Student Council Award and will 
be featured in the United States 
Achievement Academy Na-

LEO SAGUIGUIT 
Overall Winner

KENTCOPPAGE 
LHS Co-Winner

MARY TAORMINA 
VHS Winner

tional Awards yearbook.
The LHS student also com- 

pteted in jazz music on the 
state level. He was honored by 
being able to participate in the 
Georgia Association of Jazz 
Educators State Clinic.

He is president of the LHS 
Beta Club and a member of the 
band.

At Moody Air Force Base 
Catholic Chapel he serves as an 
acolyte and choir member.

The son of Remigia and Dr. 
Gil Saguiguit, a military

physician, Saguiguit plans to 
attend a liberal arts college 
and is leaning toward a medi­
cal career although he plans to 
continue his music education.

In addition to music, 
Saguiguit enjoys playing tennis 
and is on the LHS varsity 
tennis team.

Coppage is editor in chief of 
the LHS newspaper, The Saga, 
and vice president of the LHS 
Student Council.

During his senior year he has

been named to Who’s Who 
Among American High School 
Students and has received the 
United States Student Council 
Award.

Coppage is active in the 
youth group at Central Avenue 
Church of Christ. With this 
group he has assisted in devo- 
tionals at local nursing homes.

He plans to attend a liberal 
arts college and law school.

Coppage enjoys music and 
has performed with the

Lowndes-Valdosta Symphony 
as a violinist. His composition, 
Theme and Variations for the 
Piano, won first place in the 
state Georgia Music Teachers’ 
Association competition.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Orrie L. Coppage of Rte. 2, also 
enjoys reading and learning 
about his ancestry.

Miss Taormina was outstand­
ing freshman, sophomore and 
junior English student at VHS 
and National Merit semifi­
nalist. She received the Na­
tional High School Award for 
Excellence, first place in 1- 
AAAA essay and third place in 
the state AAAA essay compei- 
tion.

She was named to Who’s Who 
Among American High School 
Students and America’s Out­
standing Names and Faces.

Miss Taormina has held the 
offices of yearbook editor in 
chief and debate team secre­
tary.

She is a member of St. John 
the Evangelist Catholic Church 
and has spent time delivering 
hot meals to shut-ins.

Miss Taormina plans to at­
tend college and major in 
pre-law and minor in computer 
science.

The daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
Frank Taormina of Valdosta 
enjoys participating in thej 
varsity debate team and 
performing in plays.
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Valdosta Jumps On Lowndes
ByMACK BROWNING the leadoff ™ . . . “/^ ' 1143 V. I i >71 ^

Times Staff Writer
“The Game” wasn’t really 

all it was cracked up to be.
Lowndes starter Philip 

Vickery walked three of the 
first four Valdosta batters and 
was removed from the game 
without recording an out. One 
out later, reliever Billy Han­
cock was greeted by Blake 
Belue’s grand slam, and that 
was the ball game.

Lowndes made runs at the 
sub-region leaders, in fact 
out-hitting the Wildcats 9-7 for 
the game, but pitcher Ted West 
and catcher Marty Shiver 
thwarted every rally for a 10-3 
Valdosta win Tuesday at 
Bazemore Field.

“We didn’t get the big hits,” 
said Lowndes coach Noel 
George. “And we couldn’t 
throw a strike to save our lives. 
We got behind five runs, and 
we had to play catch-up all 
day.”

Though behind the eight-ball 
early, Lowndes was still in the 
game until Valdosta scored 
four runs in the sixth to put the 
game away.

Lowndes scored two runs in 
the fifth and a single run in the 
sixth, but the Vikings has 
numerous scoring op 
portunities throughout the 
game. Twice the Vikings had

the leadoff batter on only to 
have him thrown out. In one 
other inning, the fourth, No. 8 
hitter Tony Williams reached 
on a base hit. Dean Wood then 
hit a sharp grounder toward 
the hole between third base and 
shortstop, but Wildcat third 
baseman Craig Jenkins made a 
diving stop and threw to second 
base to initiate the double play

Vikings Bobby Eason and 
Carl Parker started rallies in 
the second and fifth innings 
respectively, but both were out 
trying to swipe second on 
throws by Valdosta catcher 
Shiver.

to be unfortunate for Lowndes. 
In both cases, West gave up a 
walk and a couple of hits. In 
the fifth, after Parker was 
nabbed, Alan Taylor followed 
with a walk and leading hitter 
Jimmie Evans singled. West 
then walked Hancock to load 
the bases.

bottom of the inning on Shiv­
er’s home run.

In both cases, Valdosta pit­
ched out — even though the 
situation, the Vikings five runs 
down, didn't appear to call for 
a steal.

“Noel just likes to steal,” 
Valdosta coach Charles 
Tarpley said. “We knew when 
Parker got on base he was 
going to try to steal.”

“We had the hit-and-run on " 
George said. “It wasn’t just a 
naked steal, but the batter 
missed the ball on the first one. 
and they pitched out on the 
second.

"I don’t like to play it too 
safe,” George added. “We had 
to make something happen. ”

Getting those two lead-off 
runners thrown out turned out

Steve Kebler delivered a 
liner just over the Craig 
Jenkins' glove at third, scoring 
two runs to pull within 5-2.

West, who is still undeated on 
the season, had his problems at 
times, but managed to 
withstand a furious Viking 
rally. 6

“They’ve got a good hitting 
team,” West said of the 
cross-twon rivals. “I expected 
them to hit the ball.”

The Vikings countered with 
an RBI single by Evans in the 
sixth, scoring Tyrone Crib 
tendon, pinch running for Wood 
who had walked.

The Cats put the game on ice 
in their final at-bat as Ferrell 
Scruggs and Mark Perry deliv­
ered home runs. Until the 
sixth, Valdosta had been to just 
^o ^^s’ b°th home runs. 
Valdosta rapped three singles, 
in addition to Scruggs’ and 
Perry’s homers, in the four-run 
outburst.

the second straight year unless 
it beats Central of Thomasville 
Friday. The Vikings, at 2-2 in 
the sub-region, must upend 
unbeaten Central to get back 
into the playoff chase.

Valdosta is 3-0 in the sub­
region and seems to be a 
shoe-in for one of the two 
sub-region playoff spots, 
though the ’Cats must still face 
Colquitt and Central twice. 
Last week’s game between 
Valdosta and Central in Thom­
asville that was postponed by 
rain has been rescheduled for 
April 25, the day before the 
final meeting of the two teams 
in Valdosta.

“I had control problems,” 
West added. “Sometimes my 
curve would work and then it 
wouldn’t. Sometimes my 
fastball would work, then it 
wouldn’t.”

Still, Lowndes could only 
manage the three runs while 
Valdosta was making every hit 
count.

Valdosta got one of the 
Lowndes runs back in the

For Valdosta, the win on its 
home field was especially 
sweet. The win was the first 
over Lowndes at Bazemore 
Field since 1977 when Buck 
Belue led Valdosta to the state 
championship. Both games last 
year were played at Blazer 
Field.

Valdosta plays what should 
be a breather for them today at 
4'30 against Brooks County at 
S??Jemore Field. Friday, the 
Wildcats travel to Moultrie for 
a sub-region game against 
Colquitt County.

Lowndes faces possible exile 
from the state tournament for

LHS
Prker cf 
Tylor 2b 
Evans ss 
Hncckdhp 
Kbler lb 
Eason 3b 
Laney ph 
Grson rf 
Crshawph 
Wilms If 
Woodc 
Cttndon pr 
TOTALS

LHS 
VHS

ab r h bi
3 0 10

3 0 0 0 
4 0 12 
4 0 12
10 0 0
3 0 10
0 0 0 0
4 0 2 0
2 0 10

VHS
G. Jnknsss 
Perry 2b 
Westp 
Shverc 
Reaves cf 
Schnoff dh 
Mtchett rf 
totals

ab r h bi
2 2 10
3 113
3 110
3 2 12
4 10 0
10 0 0
3 110

x 10 7 10

000 021 0— 3-M
500 014 x-10-7-2

^ ~ ^^H’ Sh,ver< G Jenkins. QP - LHS 2, 
VHS 1 Left - LHS 11, VHS 4. HR - Belue. 
Scruggs, Perry, Shiver. SH -Schunoff

LHS 
Vickery 
Hancock 
Gay 
VHS 
West

IP H

0 
5

R ER BB SO

3
7
0

2
7
0 0

0
0

Winner — West. Loser — Vickery WP —
Hancock 3. HBP —G. Jenkins (by Hancock).



32-3 Rout i/i

’Cats Crunch Bumbling Brooks
/^^3 ^^ ^

By STEVE CORRIGAN 
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta head coach Charles 
Tarpley realized after his 
Wildcats outclassed Brooks

replaced the VHS starters after 
the first inning. And next 
Wednesday, when VHS is 
slated to travel to Quitman to

Brooks pitchers. But none were 
able to solve the VHS puzzle as

after two innings. Brooks final 
two runs came in the last

complete the home and away 
.____ v ______ „ agreement with Brooks,
32-3, that the game was of little . Tarpley said he will send the 
benefit to his starting nine. nth graders to take on the 0-8

County Wednesday afternoon

Other than allowing the 
starters the luxury of hitting 
off a live pitcher, rather than a 
batting-practice hurler, the 
game was a waste.

“What can you say,” Tarpley 
said of the win that ran his 
Wildcats’ record to 6-1. 
“Brooks’ coach called up wan­
ting to play and I was looking 
for games. I couldn’t get Ber­
rien. Cook or any of the Albany 
schools to play, so I scheduled 
Brooks.”

While the victory was of little 
. use to the starters, it did help 

the ’Cat 11th graders who

Trojans.
“This game did help the 11th 

graders,” Tarpley said. “But 
as far as the older kids, it was 
a total waste.”

Tarpley left his starters in 
for just one inning. But in that 
time, they erupted for 13 runs 
on 8 hits as they batted around 
twice. The ’Cats rocked start­
ing Brooks pitcher Wilbur 
Williams for nine of those runs, 
before he was removed for 
reliever Fred Manning.

By the time the game was 
mercifully called after six in­
nings, Valdosta had faced five

the ’Cats pounded out 19 hits on 
the day including eight doubles 
and one triple.

Valdosta was able to tally 
runs in every inning except the 
fourth. The ’Cats pushed across 
five runs in the third and fifth 
innings, before closing the rout 
with eight runs in the sixth.

“You just can’t tell your 
young kids to go up there and 
miss the ball,” Tarpley said.

Rick Rupp got credit for the 
Valdosta win. He pitched two 
hitless innings, while striking 
out two Brooks’ batters and 
walking two.

The Trojans scored their first 
run of the day off reliever Mike 
Moore, who subbed for Rupp

inning off Lorenzo Matchett.
Tarpley saved pitcher Ted 

West for Friday’s sub-region 
tilt against Colquitt County in 
Moultrie. The ’Cats are un­
defeated in sub-region play and 
a win against the Packers 
would virtually eliminate Col­
quitt from the race.

“If we need Rupp,” Tarpley 
said, “we’ll use him. If Teddy 
goes all the way, I’ll pitch 
Rupp against Tift.”

The ’Cats, whose only lose 
came at Tift County four 
games ago, will hope to avenge 
that early defeat when they 
take on the Blue Devils at 
Bazemore Field Saturday at 3 
p.m.

BC
Dean 2b 
Boyes lb 
Dnielsc 
Seay c 
Wilms p 
Linderss 
Arnold 3b 
Still If 
Vnson rf 
Hollis cf 
Mnning ph/p 
Bess ph 
TOTALS

ab r h bi
4 0 10
3 0 0 0
10 0 0
0 10 0

3 0 0 0
2 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
10 0 0
2 0 11

Vid
■ Jnkinsss 

Golfss 
Perry 2b 
Ruling 2b 
West rf 
Mtchtt ph/p 
Shiver c 
Htcveg c 
Purvis ph 
Reaves cf 
Ltinger cf 
Belue lb 
Prker lb 
Talley ph 
Scrggs If 
Ruff If 
C. Jkns3b 
Register 
Schnoff dh 
Gandy 
TOTALS

ab r h bi

2 3 10

10 0 0

2 10 0 
0 2 0 0 
2 110 
110 0
2 0 11

2 2 2 1
4 13 3

x 32 19 17

Brooks
13-1-5

102- 3- 4-6 
058-32-19-2Valdosta ■- - -

2B _ bc None. VHS — Golf, Matchett, 
Reaves, Ruff, Jenkins, Schunhoff, Gandy. 3B 
— BC —None. VHS—Parker. HR —None.

■• - bb soR

3 0

H

0.2

ER

*

Brooks 
Williams L 
Manning 
Dean 
Linder 
Daniels 
Valdosta 
Rupp W 
Moore 
Matchett

Times Staff Photo By Frank C Williams

First Baseman Blake Belue Makes Effort For Foul Ball

’Cat Tracksters Run Past Vikes
Valdosta swept a triangular meet at Lowndes Tuesday 

against Lowndes and Madison, Fla.
The Wildcats finished with 67 points, Madison 5412 and 

Lowndes 48,/2.
The Lady ’Cats scored 64 points, Lowndes 49 and Madison 

21.
Darlene McCormick pulled in an impressive triple at the 

meet, winning the high jump, mile run and 880-yard run. She 
was also a member of the winning mile-relay team.

Connie Weatherspoon took first in the 440 dash and was 
also on the mile relay team. Valdosta’s only other first-place 
winner was Carrie Oliver in the two-mile run.

The Valdosta boys results were unavailable earlier today.
Lowndes had impressive showings in the sprints, with 

Deidre Hampton taking both the 100- and 220-yard dashes, 
Don Hampton won both the 100 and the 220 as well, clocked in 
at 10.2 in the 100.

Jonathon Lazard of Lowndes won the 440 in 53.7.
Other winners for Lowndes were Casey Footman in the 330 

hurdles, boys mile relay, Pansy March in the shot put, Linda 
Berrian in the long jump and the girls 440 relay team.

Valdosta will host its next meet Monday at 3:30 against 
Lowndes and Thomasville.

sports Briefs

Wildcat Tracksters 
Beat Tift Co.,Cook

The Valdosta Wildcat and Lady Wildcat ^'"/^beaten Monday with wms k mS
T^ ^^(:W) finisned first in a three-way meet with 

tttrdSth™ C0Unty ^ SeC°nd With 291 ^ Cook was 

wdh^if?^.6’ f^tH^ Cats <4-0) were winning a dual meet 
42 th Tift County. Valdosta scored 62 points, white Tift Co. had 

3: J* Va'd0SU teamS’ next meet "^ ^ today at Lowndes at
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Times Staff Photo By Joey i vansco

Coach Charles Tarpley (L) Encourages Team. Hopes Co Earn Playoff Spot I his Week ^pValdosla

Central Tuesday.week’s schedule.Times Staff Writer If Valdosta beats Colquitt

i 
3 
r 
e

Magic Number For Wildcats: 2
Lowndes’ Playoff Hopes Rest With Valdosta-Colquitt Outcome

The week should put a 
strain on the Wildcat pit­
ching staff, but Valdosta 
coach Charles Tarpley said 
he’s not worried

“I’m more worried about 
the hitting,” Tarpley said. 
“If we hit the ball, I don’t 
worry. I feel like our pitch­
ers can get the ball over the 
plate and do all right. ’ ’

Junior Ted West has been 
Tarpley’s main man in ’83. 
West has yet to lose a game, 
and has been the pitcher 
called upon in every crucial 
sub-region game this year

West pitches today and 
Wednesday, while Rick

The magic number for 
Valdosta’s baseball team is 
two.

If the Wildcats can sweep 
Central of Thomasville today 
and Tuesday, they will de­
fend their region champion­
ship in the playoffs next 
week.

Wednesday, the< Wildcats 
can earn the sub-region 
championship by beating 
Colquitt County in Moultrie.

Foul weather forced sev­
eral postponements in the 
Valdosta schedule. The re­
sult was two additions — 
today’s game with Central . 
and Wednesday’s game in

Rupp gets one of his most 
critical assignments of the 
spring, trying to knock down 
the Jackets to clinch a 
playoff spot — assuming the 
Wildcats beat Central today.

Rupp won three playoff 
games last year, including a 
win against Kendrick in the 
state playoffs. However, his 
most difficult test this year 

■ came against Tift County, a 
game he lost.

The biggest game of the 
week, whether or not Valdos­
ta has clinched a playoff spot 
or not, is Friday. The 
season’s final regular game 
pits the Wildcats against

Wednesday, Lowndes can tie 
for second and force a on­
e-game playoff with the 
Packers if it beats Valdosta.

Tarpley said he hopes the 
game becomes that critical 
for Lowndes.

“We re going to try to win 
them all,” Tarpley said. 
“But the big game is Friday 
against Lowndes.

“I hope they’re still in it 
when we play them.’’ 
Tarpley added. “I hope we 
beat Colquitt, then Lowndes. 
We’d have a better chance to 
win if they have something 
to gain. If thev’re out of it,

plaving for the playoffs. ’' 
Tarpley said he would ask 

West to pitch Friday’s game 
if the junior said he was 
ready following the two 
games he was already 
scheduled to play this week.

If West was unable to go, 
Rupp, or possibly Mike 
Moore, could pitch against 
Lowndes. Pitching West 
Friday could be a gamble 
with the playoffs beginning 
next Tuesday.

Lowndes, almost cer­
tainly, will have to go to the 
entire staff, if necessary, to 
beat Valdosta or else the 
season will be over.

I
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JEFFERY LEE 
Pre-Med

Valdosta
Student
Of Year
Heads For 
Dartmouth

By MARDY JACKSON 
Times Staff Writer

It looks like Dartmouth Col­
lege will have a South Georgia 
Chili Dog next year.

Valdosta Student Of The 
Year Robert Jeffery Lee said 
that is most likely where he 
will begin his pre-med studies.

Lee has been offered a $6,000 
scholarship at Dartmouth. He 
also has been offered scholar­
ships at Yale and the Naval 
Academy.

He was named Student Of 
The Year by the Valdosta 
Exchange Club Thursday. 
Davie Edmondson of the 
Exchange Club said Lee was 
selected from seniors sub­
mitted by schools throughout 
the county for his award.

Lee is called “Jeff” by most 
of his teachers, but because of 
his tall, lanky features a few 
years ago, fellow students gave 
him the nickname “Chili Dog.”

Edmondson said the 
Exchange Club looks for se­
niors that have had a well 
rounded career in school; stu­
dents with outstanding records 
in academics and athletics.

This describes Lee. He was 
defensive captain of the Val­
dosta High School football 
team and president of the Beta 
Club in his junior and senior 
years. Beta club is an honorary 
academic organization.

“He’s an outstanding young 
man,” Edmondson said. Lee 
will receive $500 from the 
Exchange Club and represent 
it at the state level in a similar 
competition he said.

In the meantime, Lee has 
been offered an appointment at 
the Naval Academy and $6,000 
scholarships at Dartmouth and 
Yale. All three want him to 
play football. Right now, Lee 
says he is leaning towards 
Dartmouth, “mainly because 
the social life at that college is 
best of all three,” he said. “It 
has more opportunities of 
things to do IL

Lady Wildcats Defeat Brooks
The Valdosta Lady Wildcats track team ran its record to 

8-0 with a 71-29 win over the Lady Trojans of Brooks County.
Valdosta won 11 of 13 events.
Winners for the Lady Wildcats included: Angela Bell, shot 

put; Sonya Davis, long jump and 100-yard dash; Darlene 
McCormick, high jump; Connie Weatherspoon, 440; Valerie 
Bell, 220; Melanie Skiles, mile and 880; Carrie Oliver, 
two-mile V-Tunf^ 4t~J ^1-81

. After Dartmouth and a de­
gree in pre-med, Lee plans to 
head south again to Emory or 
the University of Georgia to 
medical school, then begin a 
practice in this area of the 
country.

“I look forward to college to 
get a chance to play football 
four more years, but academ­
ics come first.”

Lee said he learned that 
priority at Valdosta High. 
“Coach Hyder has always 
stressed academic excellence. 
People that don’t pass, don’t 
play. We had two players that 
did not play in the champion­
ships because their grades 
(were too low).

“I believe there is a lot of 
pressure on a football player at 
Valdosta or Lowndes, but that 
pressure made me a more 
mature person. It was always 
tough on me during the season; 
always hard to keep grades up 
to par, but it was a rewarding 
feeling to have a game against 
a big rival and same day do 
well on a really hard test.

“Being part of a team is 
something that will be with me 
forever.”

While Lee was pleased with 
his award from the Exchange 
Club, he felt he was in the 
running for it. “I felt like I had 
a good chance because of 
achievements in a variety of 
areas.”

“I enjoy playing football, 
learning how to work with 
people, how to communicate. I 
have learned you have to work 
hard to accomplish some­
thing.”

Lawson Jr., son of Joan and 
Dr. Quentin Lawson Sr. of 
Valdosta, has achieved the 
rank of Eagle Scout. The 
younger Lawson is a member 
of Boy Scout Troup 403 
sponsored by First Baptist 
Church here and led by 
Scoutmaster Tom Bailey. The 
Eagle Scout is active in the art 
department at Valdosta High 
School where he is a senior. He 
is employed by Dr. Joe Crane, 
Valdosta veternarian. — Times 
Staff Photo By Frank C. 
Williams.

Valdosta Wins Two 
V • |

fhe V?^os4 tennis teams wo" meir “Hal matches of the 
season Thursday as a tuneup for the 1-AAAA region 
tournament to be held at ABAC in Tifton Monday.

The Lady Wildcats won 5-4 over the Lady Bulldogs to run 
their season record to 6-4.

Meanwhile, the Wildcats won 7-2 and finished the year at

Melanie Nelson, Alden Dowling and Ginna Pilcher all won 
singles matches for the Lady TCats. Nelson and Dowling 
combined to win the No. 1 doubles. Ethel Mitchell and Mandy 
Smitherman, both of whom dropped their singles matches 
teamed up to win the deciding doubles match

The Wildcats were never tested as the first four singles 
matches went to Valdosta. Eric Anderson, who finishes the 
?uss.«".^°’ Steve Gandy, David Johnson and Sean Miller gave 
the Wildcats a 4-0 lead.

Valdosta, after dropping the Nos. 5 and 6 singles, swept the 
three doubles matches.



Valdosta Pitcher Rick Rupp Had It Easy As His Teammates Scored 26 Runs To Sink Central Of Thomasville For Second Day In Row

Cats Roll, While Central Folds
. . .  , Ac imaII hoc hit __ ab r h bi

By MACK BROWNING 
Times Staff Writer

Terrible thing happened to 
Central of Thomasville on its 
way to the region baseball 
playoffs: The Jackets fell 
apart.

No, it was worse than that.
Members of Central’s pit­

ching staff, a group epoxied 
together throughout most of the 
year by ace left-hander 
Michael Greek, fell on their 
collective faces the last two 
weeks of the season. The result 
was a six-game losing streak to 
close out a season that had

whipping the Yellow Jackets Centralhurlers'.
26-9 to clinch a playoff spot in Give little Mark Henley, the

As well as Valdosta has hit

begun so promisingly.
And each defeat was not your 

typical nip-and-tuck ball game.
The pitching staff now a 

frazzled group, opposing hit­
! ters bombed away sending 

Central home with lopsided 
' defeat after lopsided defeat.

Valdosta dealt the final, 
humiliating blow Tuesday af­
ternoon at Bazemore Field,

1-AAAA.
The Wildcats can clinch the 

sub-region championship today 
with a win over Colquitt County 
in Moultrie. Ted West is slated 
to pitch for Valdosta.

Having cemented in place 
the final nail in Central's coffin 
Monday with a 10-3 win in 
Thomasville, Valdosta 
exploded for 12 first-inning 
runs. The ’Cats sent 17 men to 
the plate in the inning and hit 
three home runs, two by Marty 
Shiver. Shiver’s first homer in 
the inning followed West’s solo 
shot.

For the game, Valdosta 
smacked eight home runs, none 
of which were in doubt.

Valdosta starting pitcher 
didn’t exactly fool anybody, 
giving up seven hits and seven 
earned runs in five innings of 
work. But his performance 
seemed sterling next to the five

Jackets’ fourth pitcher, credit 
for a moral victory. He lasted 
over four inning on the mound, 
giving up 10 hits and four 
earned runs. His three pre­
decessors, Ray King, Gene 
Singletary and Michael Greek, 
managed only one full inning 
between them. In that span, 
reaching into the second inn­
ing, Valdosta got 12 hits and 16 
runs.

Amazingly, every run scored 
in the big first inning was 
scored after two were out. In 
fact, the Wildcats first two 
batters of the game flied out 
before West hit his homer, only 
his first of two on the'after­
noon.

Valdosta could have gotten 
more, but over 30 minutes 
later, the third base umpire 
called Blake Belue out for not 
tagging third base while on his 

. wayjo score qffRupp single.

the ball lately, no one would be 
amazed at the high score — 
except that two weeks ago 
Central was undefeated in the 
sub-region and appeared in 
good shape for a playoff bid.

However, Central coach Sam 
Sweat had worked through the 
sub-region schedule with lefty 
Greek, his best pitcher by far. 
When rainout created several 
back-to-back games, Central 
was in trouble.

Sweat has used King, 
Singletary, Henley and Doug 
Wilson — in addition to Greek 
— but none have been ef­
fective. Even Greek, pressed 
into service on days he might 
otherwise be resting, faltered 
late.

One could see late last week 
the Valdosta onslaught coming.

Still, who could have imag­
ined a combined total of 36 runs 
against a team in contention 
most of the season °

Moorep 
Schnoodh 
CJnkns3b

CHS ab r h bi VHS
Taylor cf 4 10 0 GJnkns ss
Pyle If 2 12 0 Hling ph ss
Fltwood If 110 0 Perry 2b
Henley ssp 3 12 1 Gandy ph 2b
Grkc-p lb 3 2 13 West rf
Stewart lb 0 0 0 0 Purvis ph cf
Sngletry Ibp 3 111 Shiver c
Stanley rf 10 0 0 Goff ph c
King p 1b If 3 0 0 1 Reavescf
Morris If 10 0 0 Rgstr ph 3b
Brooks rf c 3 12 1 Belue lb
Palmer ph 10 0 0 Parker ph it
Wlsn 2bss-p 3 0 0 0 Scruggs If
Harrell dh 2 10 0 Ruff ph If
TOTALS 30 9 8 7 Ruppp

10 0 0 
2 111
10 0 0

2 2 13 
4 3 2 2
2 0 11
4 2 2 3
2 110 
4 3 3 1 
1111 
3 10 0

Talley rf 1110
TOTALS 43 24 23 22

CHS
12-4-1 153—x-26-23-4

E — Johnson, Singletary, Brooks, Wison 2, 
Greek, King, Shiver, West. Register 2. Left - 
CHS 4, VHS 4. 2B - Perry, Reaves. HR - West 
2, Shiver 2, Perry, Reaves, Parker, Gandy. SB
— Goff, Scruggs.

CHS
King 
Singletary 
Greek 
Henley 
Wilson
VHS 
Rupp

IP HR ER BB SO
I

0.0

5.0

3
10

3
4
9

0
3

2

0

2

0 
0 
0
2 
0

0

by Rupp.

Moore -■ _
Winner — Rupp. Loser — King WP — King.

Singletary 2, Henley 3. PB - Brooks. HBP -

k 
h
I 
a

t 
t

7-2 Win Gives ’Cats Sub-Region Championship
^^ From^’&its three-run home run off Packer Friday, opens the 1-AAAA With one out, West singled scored on West’s single. After

From stai eports
MOULTRIE - Valdosta 

scored four runs in the first 
Mining Wednesday against 
Colquitt County and made 
them hold up for a 7-2 win to 
clinch the sub-region champi­
onship for the second straight 
year.

Wildcat coach Charles 
Tarpley gave first baseman 
Blake Belue the hit privilege on 
a three balls and no strike 
count in the first inning, and 
theseniorresponded with a

three-run home run off Packer
starter Keith Croft.

Ted West (6-0) picked up the 
win for Valdosta (11-2, 7-0). 
The junior, who handcuffed 
Central of Thomasville on no 
hits through three innings on 
Monday, went the distance 
against Colquitt giving up 
seven hits and one earned run.

In addition, West struck out 
11 Packer batters and walked 
no one.

Valdosta, with one game 
remaining against Lowndes

Friday, opens the 1-AAAA
playoffs Tuesday on the road 
against possibly Westover or 
Dougherty. The Wildcats would 
play games two and three, if 
necessary, at Bazemore Field 
in the best of three series.

Shortstop Greg Jenkins 
reached in the first inning after 
being hit by Croft. He ran to 
third after stealing second 
when catcher Brian Clark, the 
hero of the Colquitt-Lowndes 
game, threw wildly into center 
field. .

scoring Jenkins. Croft then hit 
Marty Shiver and struck out
Ben Reaves, setting the stage 
for Belue.

Colquitt got one run back in 
the fourth inning as Philip ; 
Brinson and Croft both lined | 
one-out singles. First baseman 
Bob Thomas, who got three of 
the Packers’ seven hits, plated | 
the first run with a single.

Valdosta added three more 
runs in its half of the fifth. 
Mark Perry doubled and

Shiver forced West at second, 
Belue and Ferrell Scruggs 1
walked loading the bases.

Designated hitter Tommy 
Schunhoff produced two runs 
with a single.

Colquitt must now wait on 
the outcome of Friday’s Val­
dosta-Lowndes game.

VHS 
CCHS

400 030
000 101

E — Jenkins, Belue. Clark 2. DP — VHS 0.
CCHS 1. Left - VHS 7, CCHS 7. 2B - Perry. | 
Matchett, Thomas HR — Belue. SB — Jenkins .

Vid ab r h bi Clqt ab r h bi
GJnkns ss 110 0 Horne 3b 4 0 10
Perry 2b 4 110 Berry If 4 0 0 0
West p 3 12 2 Bellss 4 0 10
Shiver c 3 2 0 0 Clarke 3 0 0 0
Reaves cf 4 0 0 0 Brinson cf 3 110
Belue lb 3 2 2 3 Croft p • 3 0 10
Scruggs If 3 0 0 0 Turner rf 3 10 0
Schnoodh 4 0 12 Thomas lb 3 0 3 2
Mtchtt rf 3 0 2 0 Smryke2b 2 0 0 0
CJnkns3b 0 0 0 0 Fordhm2b 10 0 0
TOTALS 28 7 8 7 TOTALS 30 2 7 2

2, West, Shiver

Valdosta
West 
Colquitt Co. 
Croft

IP

7.0

H R ER B8 SO I

2 0 11

0 0Bell - -
Winner - West 6-0. Loser — Croft WP —. 

Croft 2, Bell. HBP — Jenkins by Croft, Shiver
by Croft



Teen Queens

thirdjunior at VHS. Other beauties are. left to right,

Mitzi McDonell, center, is surrounded by her court 
Saturday night after being crowned Miss Valdosta 
High School. Miss McDonell, 17, is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard McDonell of Valdosta and is a

runner-up; and Secily Wilson, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Dugas, fourth runner-up. The pageant 
was sponsored by the junior class at VHS. — Times 
Staff Photo by Joey Ivansco.

Michelle Harrison, daughter of Marie S. Harrison, 
second runner-up; Dotty Jo Brown, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Brown, first runner-up; Melanie Nelson, 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. John W. Nelson,

we

Runners-up
Runners-up in the finals of the Miss Valdosta 

Pageant pose for Times Staff Photographer 
Frank Williams Tuesday night. At left is 
first-runner-up Melanie Nelson, a Valdosta High 
School senior the 17-year-old daughter of Dr.

and Mrs. John Nelson. At right is Harriet 
Madison, the 21-year-old daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Madison Jr. of Warner Robins, a 
student at Valdosta State College and 
second-runner-up.
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Valdosta Rally Edges Monroe
6-Run Explosion Gives Wildcats 1-0 Lead In Region Playoffs

By MACK BROWNING 
Times Staff Writer

ALBANY — Valdosta ran 
into a much tougher foe than 
was expected Wednesday, and 
the Wildcats had to scrap their 
way back for a 7-4 win over 
Monroe at Cardinal Park.

The victory gives Valdosta 
(13-2) a 1-0 advantage in this 
best-of-three semi-final series 
in the 1-AAAA championships. 
Game 2 was scheduled to begin 
at 2 p.m. this afternoon at 
Bazemore Field. Game 3, 
should the Tornadoes win game 
2, would be played today.

The Wildcats trailed Monroe 
4-1 going into the seventh 
inning, but starter Danny 
Williamson walked the first 
three batters and an error later 
Marty Shiver homered to win 
the game.

“They were much better 
than we ever thought they 
were,” said Valdosta head 
coach Charles Tarpley after 
the game. “We thought we 
could take it by showing up. 
Our players will come out 
tomorrow mentally prepared.”

Monroe got the early advan­
tage as Valdosta left the bases 
loaded in the first inning. The 
Tornadoes then shocked all­
area pitcher-of-the-year Ted 
West for two home runs in their 
half of the inning to build a 2-0

lead.
“It looked easy right off the 

bat,” Tarpley said, “but we 
didn’t score, and they hit two 
home runs. That got their kids 
up.”

Monroe (11-6) took a 3-0 lead 
in the third on Bruce Mock’s 
second homer of the game and 
extended that lead to 4-0 the 
next inning as West threw 
wildly to third trying to force a 
runner.

In the sixth, Valdosta got one 
of those runs back.

West opened with a single 
and scored on Ben Reaves 
double that got past the center 
fielder. But Williamson got out 
of further trouble, leaving 
Reaves stranded as he got 
Blake Belue to fly out and 
Ferrell Scruggs to strike out.

One pitch told the story of the 
seventh inning. And if one 
batter hurt Williamson Wed­
nesday it was designated hitter 
Tommy Schunhoff.

Schunhoff had struck out and 
walked in his first two plate 
appearances, and he was look­
ing for at least a walk to start 
off the seventh in order to get a 
rally underway.

It seemed like a losing pro­
position, since Williamson had 
walked only two and allowed 
but five hits through six in­
nings.

“I don’t know why we 
couldn’t hit him,” Schunhoff 
said. “He had a mediocre 
fastball and he didn’t throw 
anything else.”

Schunhoff admitted things 
looked bleak, especially after

''They were much better than we 
ever thought they were. We thought 
we could take it by showing up. ”

— Valdosta coach Charles Tarpley

Valdosta managed to reach 
Williamson for only a run in the 
sixth after Reaves’ double.

“I kind of thought we’d get 
beat,” Schunhoff said, “but 
we’ve got the kind of team that 
can come back and never give 
up.”

Schunhoff, leading off the 
seventh, ran the count to three 
balls and two strikes and fouled 
off several good pitches to stay 
alive. Williamson then came 
with a fastball low on the 
corner that was called ball 
four, though the pitch looked 
perfect.

“It was kind of low of and

outside,” Schunhoff said.
Williamson, visibly shaken 

by the call, walked the next two 
batters — Lorenzo Matchett 
and Greg Jenkins — without 
getting close to the strike zone. 
With the bases loaded and no

outs, second baseman Mark 
Perry drove the ball to deep 
center. Center fielder Darren 
Spurling only had to move a 
step or two, but he dropped the 
ball and two runs scored.

After West drove in the tying 
run with a single, Monroe 
coach Walter Stubbs took 
Williamson out and put in Jeff 
Swift.

Swift was greeted by Shiver’s 
blast over the left field screen.

Valdosta sent 10 men to the 
plate and scored six runs off

three hits. Three walks and a 
horrendous error gave the 
Wildcats the win.

But Monroe proved it could 
play with Valdosta. The 
Tornadoes ripped West from 
beginning to end. West got 
Monroe three up and three 
down in the seventh, but two 
balls were hit hard in that 
inning — including one that left 
fielder Scruggs made a running 
knee-high catch.

Tarpley said his team was 
fortunate to win.

“We won one we shouldn’t 
have,” he said.

Rick Rupp (3-2) starts game 
2 today.

VHS ab r h bi 
GJnknsss 2 1 1 o
Perry 2b 4 110
West p 4 2 2 1
Shver c 4 12 3
Rvescf 4 0 2 1
Belue lb 4 0 0 0
Scrggs If 4 0 0 0
Schoff dh 2 0 0 0
Prvispr 0 10 0
Mtchtt rf 110 0
TOTALS 29 7 • 5

MHS 
MthiSlf 
Works 3b 
Mocks 
Knight 1b 
Smith c 
Sprling cf 
Reid 2b 
Rddingrf 
Wllmsonp 
Swift p 
TOTALS

ab r h bi 
4 12 1
4 0 0 0 
4 2 2 2
4 0 2 0 
4 0 10
3 0 10 
3 110
3 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0
0 0 0 0

32 4 9 3

VHS 
MHS

000 001 6-7-M
201 100 P-4-9-2

E - Redding, Spurling, West 2, G. Jenkins, 
C. Jenkins. DP - MHS 1. Left - MHS 7, VHS 
7. 2B — Knight, Reaves. HR — Mathis, Mock 2, 
Shiver. SB — Reid, Reaves.

IP H

7

6 
1

VHS 
west 
MHS 
Williamson 
Swift

R ER BB SO

9 4 3 0 9

6 6 5 5 7 
2 110 1

Winner — West. Loser - Williamson. PB - 
Smith?. H BP —G Jenkins by Williamson.

Marty Shiver’s Homer Broke Game Open In Last Inning
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Leaving' i 
shadows
behind

McCormick outruns 
the field in Valdosta

By Daryl Bell 
Times-Union Sports writer

VALDOSTA, Ga. — When it 
comes to running, Darlene McCor­
mick is literally never in anyone’s 
shadow. As far as distance running 
goes, she’s about the best there is in 
South Georgia as her achievements 
ever so eloquently speak for them­
selves.

For the past four years, McCor­
mick has been an integral part of 
the Valdosta High track program. 
In the mile, 2-mile, and 880, there 
aren’t too many better than she is. 
She holds the school records in 
those events with times of 4:14, 2:17 
and 11:41. With times like those, its 
a wonder why college recruiters 
haven’t flocked to Valdosta.

“I want to go to school and I 
will,” said McCormick. “I like run­
ning but I also like music. In col­
lege, I’d like to take it up. I play the 
piano and sing. I like them both 
very much and would love the op­
portunity to further myself in both. 
I doesn’t bother me that I haven’t 
been offered a scholarship.”

Getting a track scholarship 
would be McCormick’s reward for 
such an outstanding career. Howev­
er, there is one honor that she will 
never attain — a state champion­
ship.

At last weekend’s state Class 
AAAA track and field champion­
ships at Lakewood Stadium in At­
lanta, the coveted prize eluded her 
for the fourth and final time. She 
placed second in the 880 with a time 
of 2:19.1 behind Stacy Shelton of 
Lakeside whose 2 :17.1 broke a state 
record that had stood since 1979. 
The old mark was 2:17.7.

McCormick figured that the mile 
was hers but Lassiter’s Laura 
Kemp was thinking the same thing. 
The best that McCormick could do 
was a fourth place finish with a 
time of 5:09.1 while Kemp broke a

Walter Stricklin/Staff

Darlene McCormick owns the Valdosta High records in the mile, 2-mile and 880.

year-old state record with a win­
ning time of 5:09.1. The previous 
mark was 5:09.3.

She didn’t run the 2-mile but she 
did anchor Valdosta’s mile relay 
team which finished second with a 
3:57. Valdosta finished fifth in over­
all team scoring.

“I ran my best, so I’m pleased 
with what I was able to do al 
states,” said McCormick. “Of all 
the things 1 wanted to do, I wanted 
to become state champion. While I 
wasn’t able to become one, I did 
make it to states. A lot of good run­
ners never make it that far.

“When I first got there [at the 
state championships her freshman 
year], I didn’t think there was any 
one better than I was. But I soon 
found out differently. Since then, I 
have come to realize that there are 
better runners than I am. That’s 
something that I have to live with 
and can cope with.”

Darlene McCormick has a good

attitude about both life and athlet­
ics. She knows that she’s good and 
doesn’t let it go to her head. Only 
one person, Thomasville High grad 
Olga Turner, has ever crossed the 
finish line before her in dual com­
petition. She won’t forget it. The in­
cident happened her freshman 
year.

“Darlene is a good athlete and a 
good person,” said Valdosta High 
coach Jerry Baker. “She can run 
with anyone and stays in shape. She 
also runs cross country and has 
high jumped before. She’s got good 
speed and endurance, those are the 
things you look for in a distance 
runner. She will pace herself and 
very rarely alter it.

“A few schools have inquired 
about her and she’ll hear from 
some more,” said Baker. “She’s too 
good not to be running for some­
body. She’ll be an asset to any ath­
letic program.”

At 5 feet-2, McCormick gives a 
lot in terms of strides to larger run­
ners but what she lacks in size, she 
makes up with endurance. She be­
came interested in track in the sev­
enth grade after her brother, Roo­
sevelt, began participating. Since 
then, she has become one of the 
premier distance runners in the 
state. Her freshman year was sim­
ply outstanding. As for the other 
three, they have been productive 
but there’s something about that 
first year.

“My ninth grade year was the 
best and it’s been hard to do the 
things that I did that year,” said 
McCormick. “I’m proud of what I 
did then and I think I’m still a good 
runner.

“I realize that the Lord gave me 
those gifts and he can easily take 
them away. I just pray that He 
doesn’t. I still hold the school rec­
ords and they speak for them­
selves.”

Show Features Students' Work
By Times Staff Writer

The Annual Spring Art Show by Valdosta High School 
students has a new location this year.

It is to be at the Valdosta Mall today through Sunday, said 
art teacher Stephanie Summers. The show is to close about 
4:30 p.m. Sunday.

Works to be shown will be both two and three dimensional. 
They are to include a variety of media. Many are to be 
offered for sale.

Works are by art students of Patsy Smith, department 
head, Cheryl Howard and Mrs. Summers

experts using old-styled hand tools.
Quiting, weaving and spinning, plametto hat construction, 

clogging and ethnic foods will also be featured.
Admission is $5 per day for adults and $1 for children A 

weekend adult pass is offered at $12.

VTs-iwMarehin’ Cats Win
The Valdosta High School Marchin’ Cats band brought 

back seven awards from the Daytona Beach Music Festival 
held over the weekend. . ,

The band took first place in AAAA field show competition 
and parade competition, according to Jan Bristow, publicity 
director for the Marchin’ Cats boosters.

The VHS students also were named overall winners in 
parade competition, she said.

“We were the only band to get a standing ovation’’ in field 
show competition, she said.

The VHS flag corps was named best in the field show and 
parade competition.

Other parade competition winners were the VHS rifle team 
and color guard, Mrs. Bristow said.

Other bands in the contest included those from Texas, 
Virginia, Ohio, Florida and North Carolina.



’Cat Signings
Four members of the Valdosta High Track Team signed 

trants-in-aid with Albany State Wednesday at Valdosta High 
chool
Seated from left to right: Irvin Dailey (mile and two mile); 

Todd Gamble (880 and high jump); Robert Durham (mile

—JJ---------------  OpOX —-----------------------

and two mile); Jeff Spivey (long jump, triple jump and high 
hurdles). J i

Standing watching the signings are Valdosta coaches 
Freddie Waters and Mark DiBois. Times Staff By Frank 
Williams.

^’Cats Lose Toss, 
^ Host 1st Game

^*!?ie 1 the 1-AAAA championship series between Valdosta 
w i j CoHn ty Wlil be Played Monday at Bazemore Field 
Valdosta lost a com toss for the right to have the home-field 

advantage m the playoff series.
Game 2, and 3 if necessary, is scheduled for Wednesday in 

1 iiton.
Wildcat coach Charles Tarpley said early this morning that 

com ^P may be a blessing in disguise
r Soing to Pnch Monday, ’’Tarpley said, “and
I think he s better suited for our park. And I think (Rick) 
Rupp will do better up there. ”
air ^^ fl4"2) won its semi-final series with Monroe of 
Albany two games to none. Tift (17-5) also won its series in 
two game, beating Colquitt County.

^S? Valdosta both times the two teams met this year.
The Blue Devils began the season in mediocre fashion 

^°PIW five of their first seven decisions. But since Tift has 
reeled off 15 straight wins with Valdosta and defending AAAA 
champ Coffee among the victims. 6

Two of the best pitchers in the region will battle at 
Bazemore Field Monday. Undefeated West goes for the ’Cats 
against ha throwing Todd Shiver. Neither pitcher pitched 
in either g; this year. p
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Georgia SouthwesternDefensive Back

Homecoming Queen
Paige Greene. 18-year-old daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Harris Greene Jr. of 
Valdosta, is Valdosta High Schools 
homecoming queen. The announcement 
came in pre-game activities before the

VHS-AIbany Dougherty game. The senior 
plans to continue her education after high 
school and major in fashion merchandis­
ing. —Times Staff Photo By Laura Harris.

Marchin’ Cat Member's Take A Breather From Marching Drills

Former Wildcats, Plowboys 
Now Playing College Football
Nat Ceasar.............. 
Chris Major............ 
Ricky Daniels.........  
Dana Brinson........  
Leon Johnson........  
Kennedy Cooper.... 
Dante Jones............  
Ben Reaves............ 
Kelvin Williams.... 
John Nitschke.......  
Monte Davis.........  
Joel Jackson.........  
Joey Sullivan........  
Aundra Irvin.........  
Steve Gandy.........  
Pernell Bee..........  
William Collier.....  
Billy Broadfoot.... 
Fred “Rex” Motes 
Jimmy Kehoe....... 
Earnest King.........  
David Parker......  
Jeff Lee.................

Valdosta High 
.......... Auburn....................  
......South Carolina.............  
.........South Carolina..........  
............. Nebraska..............  
...........East Kentucky.......  
........ Florida A&M.............  
........... Georgia Tech......... . 
...........Valdosta State....... 
...........Morris Brown........  
.Georgia Southwestern.... 
Georgia Southwestern....  
....Georgia Southern.......... 
.Georgia Southwestern—

. ......Furman............

..Valdosta State.....  

.Bethune-Cookman 

....... Alabama.........  
........ Austin Peay.. 
...Austin Peay.......  
...Northwestern.....  
........Princeton...... 
Dartmouth.............

...... Defensive Back 

...... Defensive Back 
....... Defensive End 
........Running Back 
............Nose Guard 
Defensive Lineman 
............. Linebacker 
................ Tight End 
____ Defensive End 
__ Offensive Tackle 
__ Offensive Guard 
....Offensive Tackle 
__ Offensive Guard

...Wide Receiver 

....Running Back 
...Offensive Line 
Offensive Guard 
....Running Back 
Offensive Guard 
....Running Back 
...... Quarterback 
.Defensive Back


