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Remerton shooting leaves questions unanswered

Gabe Burns
Ebimor-In-Chier
gchurns@valdosta.edu

A man was injured by
gunfire and the perpetra-
tor remains at-large after
an incident near campus
Wednesday.

The Valdosta Police
Department responded to a
shooting at Jackson Square
Apartments on Melody
Lane. Investigator Derrick
Sinclair confirmed a male
victim was shot in the
leg by an unidentified
male aggressor. The
wound was non-fatal,
and the victim was
taken to South Georgia
Medical Center.

The men’s’ names
have not be publicly
disclosed.

Building C, where
the incident occurred,
and part of Building
D were evacuated, ac-
cording to the Vpd and
resident witnesses. The
police said the suspect
was not found in the
apartment building.

Apartment residents
Megan Allen and
Shannon Kelley said
“five or six” gunshots were
heard and the apartments
were soon evacuated. They
added they heard the police
went to VSU to search for
the suspect.

Student witnesses attested
to campus police visiting
the communications build-

ing Wednesday afternoon,
searching for Detavian
Daniels, a VSU student and
Jackson Square Apartments
resident. Daniels said stu-
dents in his class told him
police were searching for
him. He said when he re-
turned to his apartment, he
approached police and was
put in hand-cuffs outside
the apartment for roughly
five minutes.

“I heard someone was

“I fit the
description of

the shooter, so I
was detained for

a few minutes
until I was
cleared.”
-Detavian
Daniels

shooting around my home,
so I came home,” Daniels
said. “I fit the description
of the shooter, so I was
detained for a few minutes
until I was cleared.”

VSU Police Chief
Charles ‘Alan’ Rowe con-
firmed his department vis-
ited classrooms in search of

a student, but he said they
believed the individual was
a witness, not a suspect.
“Initially, we believed a
possible witness could be a
student,” Rowe said. “One
of our officers did go to that
communications building to
see if he was in class. Not
a suspect; he had some key
information we needed to
know at the time. He had a
little background informa-
tion that helped us out.”

Rowe said it was “an
isolated incident between
two known people” and
he was on the scene for
much of the afternoon
to assure VSU would be
safe.

“At this point, due to
the investigation, there’s
absolutely no connection
to this university,” he said.
“We do not believe there
is a threat to the univer-
sity or to the community
at large. The Remerton
Police Department and
Lowndes County Sheriff’s
department do not believe
there’s any threat to the
public at this point.”

Melody Lane was
re-opened around 6 p.m.

Wednesday evening. The
suspect is at large and
there’s an ongoing investi-
gation. The Spectator will
provide updates as they
come.

VSU students and Jackson Square residents Shannon Kelley and Megan Allen wait to be
allowed access to their apartments. Police surrounded the parking lot of the apartment
complex. All traffic on Melody Lane was blocked while police continued their investigation.
PHOTO CREDIT: MICHAELA LEUNG & DARIAN HARRIS

Michaela Leung contributed
to this story.

Millennials should check facts hefore voting
Clinton, Trump prepare for upcoming Election on Nov. 8

Mayah Cantave
Manacine Epitor
mcantave@valdosta.edu

The state of the country is at
the mercy of its people in five

days, when the United States

holds its 2016 Election for its

45th president.

Former First Lady and Demo-
cratic nominee, Hilary Clinton,
and business man/former reality

television star Republican nomi-
nee, Donald Trump, are making
their last rounds convincing

the American people why they
should be the leader of the Free
World. In order to make the right
decision, Americans should be
armed with factual information to

make their decision.

Millennials, ages 18 to 35,
have the power to dominate and
take control of the election. Ac-

cording to the
Pew Research

check is registered polling places
and what to bring with you to
cast your ballot. In Georgia, to
be eligible to vote you must be a
citizen of the United States and
at least 18 years old by Nov. 8,
2016. A prove of citizenship,
such as a government-issued ID
is also required. Polls
will open on 7 p.m. and
close on 7 p.m. on Nov.
8. It is not recommend-
ed to wait until Election
Day to check if you’re

young Americans get their news
about government and politics
from social media, according to
a Pew Research Center study.
Millennials should fact-check and
make sure the information they
receive is factual.

Among the information to fact-
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Remember all cancers

More cancers need raised awareness

Tiana Foster
Starr WRITER
tifoster@valdosta.edu

Big or small, save them
all. Save the tatas.

October is famously
known as Breast Cancer
Awareness month. Even
though breast cancer gets the
most recognition, October
is also dedicated to liver
cancer.

Pancreatic, lung and stom-
ach cancer awareness are
all recognized in the month
of November. That’s just to
name a few. Almost every
month in the year has been
dedicated to several different
types of cancer.

Specific months dedicated
to different cancers give sur-
vivors and patients a sense of
comfort. Being recognized
and appreciated as a strong
person, willing to fight and
overcome the battles of can-
cer, brings joy to the ill ones.

After 31 days of pink rib-
bons, athletes wearing pink
to show their support and local
breast cancer awareness walks
the people soon forget about any
other cancers.

Some cancers are even more
life-threatening than those that
get the most attention.

According to the CDC, lung
cancer kills more people than any
other cancer, including breast
cancer, and comes in second
to heart disease to all causes of
death.

Not saying that breast cancer
is any less important but in terms
of fundraisers and research,
breast cancer receives the most
attention. There has been some
tension between how much
awareness is brought to breast
cancer in comparison to all other
cancers.

Breast cancer is so heavily
focused on women that some
men are unaware that they are
too at risk.

The unawareness results in
a lower survival rate for men
because they catch it later on.
Just because men’s breast cancer

MCT campus

Man raising awareness for skin cancer.

affects a smaller population
doesn’t decrease the importance
of knowing.

So the real question is how
effective is October’s Breast
Cancer Awareness month?

Cancer has always been life-
threatening and should be rec-
ognized as a whole. One cancer
does not deserve more recogni-
tion than another because some
patients and survivors share
some of the same battle wounds
with different stories.

Raising awareness to the vari-
ous types of cancers would show
the importance of knowing how
deadly each disease is.

It’s always important to know
what to look for and the symp-
toms of each.

Let’s not focus mainly on
breast cancer and start bringing
awareness and acknowledging
the men, women and children
affected and fighting the disease,
every day.

Next time you or your group
wants to do a fundraiser for
breast cancer, consider the can-
cers that get less attention.

Having Trouble?
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Americans need to focus on politics

Shanice Barnes
Starr WRITER
shabarnes@valdosta.edu

Social media is a huge part
of our lives especially when it
comes to televised events like
the presidential debate.

On the second presidential
debate an uncommitted voter
in a red sweater by the name
of Ken Bone was introduced
to the world when he asked a
simple question to the presi-
dential candidates.

“What steps will your energy
policy take to meet our energy
needs, while at the same time
remaining environmentally
friendly and minimizing job loss
for fossil power plant workers?”

Social media wasted no
time making Bone the star of
presidential debate. People
on social media seemed to be
more worried about him than
the candidates. Bone’s question
brought up actual concerns but
that is not at all why the inter-
net went crazy over him.

Many people want to take
their mind off of the actual
election, and Bone was just the
person to do that.

They seemed to be intrigued
by his Mr. Rogers, friendly
neighbor image, and they just
loved the way he snapped a
picture at the end of the debate
with his disposable camera.

Memes about him are every-
where; some memes even joke
about him winning the debate.

Bone went from only having a
few followers on Twitter to hav-
ing hundreds within 24 hours of
the debate. Now weeks later he

MCT campus

Hilllary Clinton speaking at the second Presidential debate.

has gained thousands of new fol-
lowers, all for just being himself
and asking one question during
the presidential debate.

While it’s all fun
and games now,
our
country is
going to be left in
the hands of one
of the two
candidates in less
than a week...

While his rise to fame may
have come by surprise, he’s us-
ing it to encourage people to go
out and vote.

It’s nice to shed a light on the
election every now and then,
and we appreciate all the memes

about Ken Bone, but we seemed
to have lost focus of what the
election is really about. This is
the future of America we’re talk-
ing about, and many people have
taken this presidential election
for a joke.

While it’s all fun and games
now, our country is going to be
left in the hands of one of the
two candidates in less than a
week; whether we agree with or
like anything they do.

The fate of our country is
solely dependent on us to elect
the right person.

It’s our job to get out to the
polls and vote for the candidate
we think will make our country
whole.

As young people it’s our job
to not only go out and vote, but
to encourage our peers to do so
as well.

With the election less than a
week away, it’s our duty as citi-
zens of this country to exercise
our right to go out to the polls
and vote.

Interested in how elected officials make decisions?

Ever wonder if political candidates consider their decisions
from ethical points of view?

What makes a good government leader?

Interested in Political Science or the MPA graduate program?

Consider Taking
Ethics &3 Public Administration

PHIL 4220 in Spring 2017!
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DID YOU

KNOW?

According to NPR, the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in November has been the day
U.S. citizens vote for the president since 1845.

Odum throws novel party
Librarians kick off National Novel Writing Month

Olivia Studdard

Stare WRITER
oastuddard@valdosta.edu

One thing many people aren’t
aware of is that November is Na-
tional Novel Writing Month, often
abbreviated as NaNoWriMo.

On Nov. 1, writers who
participate will begin working
towards the goal of completing a
50,000-word novel by 11:59 p.m.
on Nov. 30. There have been over
250 published novels that were
spawned during NaNoWriMo,
one of the most famous being
“Water for Elephants” by Sara
Gruen.

This year, Odum Research
Librarians Samantha Paul and
Catherine Bowers decided to join
in the fun by hosting a prepara-
tion party on Oct. 26. Students
were invited to come to the party
to read and gather plot ideas and
more for their potential stories.

This wasn’t just a night for
novel writers. The night also
included instruction for students

to come work on any academic
papers they might have to com-
plete. One of these students was
Sara Barrera, a graduate student
who came to the preparation night
to work on her thesis paper.

“I’ve been working on it, but
this is like time where I actually
have to sit down and do it,” said
Barrera. “I’'m here to work on a
paper, but I want to write it as a
story. Academic writing is so bor-
ing; I want to spice it up a little.”

The class was two hours long
and consisted of seven minute
intervals where participants had
the chance to rotate through sta-
tions set up throughout the room.
The stations had various books set
up to spark inspiration about the
details of writing a novel includ-
ing who, where, when and why.

After an hour, Paul and Bowers
took the reins and gave pointers
on how to quickly develop a plot
for your writing.

“The two types of writers are
the plotters and the planners,”
Bowers said. “The planners are
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ed,

the people who map their entire
story out before writing it, prob-
ably a very effective method if
you actually want to complete
your novel in a month. Then there
are the plotters, who basically
ride by the seat of their pants the
entire time they’re writing.”

The two librarians used their
time to brainstorm and show how
much writing and libraries should
be valued.

“I think people underestimate
what the library is,” Paul said.
“It’s a community helping each
other, supporting each other. You
get what you need to be more suc-
cessful along the way.”

Odum Library will host three
more events for NaNoWriMo
during the month. However,
these will focus more on intense
lightning writing, or “getting it
done,” as Paul said. The three
sessions will be held on Nov. 10,
16 and 28.

“I think if more people knew
about this it would have so much
potential,” Barrera said. “It’s

Olivia Studdard/THE SPECTATOR

Sarra Barrera works on completing her graduate thesis. She used the ses-
sion in Odum Library to better formulate the plot of her paper.

about expanding your creativ-
ity, organizing and getting ideas
for whatever you’re working on

while getting support along the
journey.”

VSU ponders at the polls

Kelsey Dickerson
Couvece Lire Epitor
kedickerson@valdosta.edu

“Why don’t Millennials vote?”
asked one Washington Post article
after Sen. Bernie Sanders stepped
out of the presidential race back in
March.

The article went on to analyze
voter participation data gathered
by the General Social Survey in
2014. In the end, the data showed
that Millennials are no less politi-
cally involved than other genera-
tions. It seemed Millennials just
preferred direct contact with their
local governments and partici-
pating in protests, marches and
boycotts over going to the polls.

Will Valdosta State students
participate in this election cycle?
Most students say that due to the
nature of the election they will
participate, but others are still
disinterested.

“I am voting, especially be-
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Voter turn out is usually low among college students.

cause this is a pivotal election.”
Alex Persons, junior psychology
major, said.

According to Pew Research
Center, as of July 2016, Gen-
Xer’s and Millennials, essentially
college-aged people and their par-
ents younger than 51, make up 56
percent of those eligible to vote.
These new numbers make the
young adult vote more essential
than ever before.

Samekh Ward, a senior business
major, said she felt encouraged
to vote this year even though she
never had before. “I feel like this
year is a good year to exercise my
right to vote,” she said.

Other students seemed to want
to vote simply to keep an unwant-
ed candidate from office.

“I plan on voting once I get
my absentee [ballot] because I’'m
from Florida,” Raven Jackson, a

freshman psychology major, said.
“I want to vote because I want to
make sure Trump doesn’t get into
office, basically.”

Though Millennials seem to be
a large percent of people eligible
to vote, whether or not they will
make up a large amount of regis-
tered voters who come out to this
election is yet to be seen.

“I’m not voting because I do not
pay much attention to politics.”
Jacob Carter, a freshman criminal
justice major, said.

According to Pew, only 46 per-
cent of eligible Millennial voters
participated in the last presidential
election, cutting the voting power
they could have had by almost
half. The same level of turn-out
this year could keep Millennials
from having any real power in the
polls at all.
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