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VALDOSTA STATE COLLEGE BLAZERS
1988-89 Basketball Outlook

Valdosta State, the surprise team in the Gulf South Conference a year 
ago when the Blazers finished second in the league race, is in a similar 
pre-season situation again this season.

Coach James Dominey’s club is again comprised primarily of new­
comers, about evenly divided between freshmen and upperclassmen.
Only three players from last years’s 17-11 (11-5 in the GSC) team return 
and one of them (sophomore Lloyd Clarke) won’t be eligible until the 
end of fall quarter.

The two other returnees, however, are a solid nucleus around which 
to build a competitive club. Michael Phillips and Lavell Garror, both 
seniors and both guards, were two of the main reasons for the Blazers’ 
success last season, and both have been picked by league coaches on 
the pre-season all-conference team.

Phillips, a 6-2 shooting guard with tremendous quickness and leap­
ing ability, led VSC in scoring last season with a 14-point average. Gar­
ror, the point guard, was the catalyst of the club, especially defensively 
where he picked up 67 steals. He also averaged 9.9 points a game.
Clarke, who saw limited duty in relief of Phillips, still averaged 4.1 
points a game and was a 50 percent shooter from three-point range.

Dominey, beginning his 18th season at Valdosta State, and top assist­
ant Rick Stukes again turned to the Florida junior college circuit to find 
quality replacements for last year’s departing cast. Two of the top 
recruits played at Broward Community College in Ft. Lauderdale and 
the other was a standout at Lake City CC.

The Broward transfers are 6-7 center Joe Ellick, who averaged 10 
points and 8 rebounds, and 6-4 power forward Roy Addison, who aver­
aged 17.5 points and 5 rebounds. Coming from Lake City is Alex 
Thomas, a 6-5 shooting forward, who averaged 20 points and 10 
rebounds a game.

The other JC transfer is 6-8 forward Mark Wienbarg, who played at Florida Community College in Jacksonville last year after 
playing his freshman season at VSC.

The Blazers also recruited a quartet of freshmen, several of which have shown signs of helping right way. Butch Shelman, a 5-11 
point guard from Indianapolis, has been impressive early and should give Dominey the most depth he’s ever had at the all-important 
ball-handling position. Shelman averaged 17.5 points and four assists a game last season.

Barry Purvis, a 6-4 forward from Dunnellon, Fla., signed early last year and brings impressive credentials as a pure shooter. He 
averaged 28 points a game as a senior and gives the Blazers a legitimate three-point threat.

Rodney Ford, a 6-2 guard who played on Albany-Westover’s undefeated regular season team last year, has also caught the coaching 
staff’s eye in early drills.

The other rookie is 6-4 forward Mike McCullough from Tampa, Fla., who joined the team after he completed his duties as the punter 
on the Valdosta State football team.

THE DOMINEY RECORD
1971-1988

1971-72 18-8 .692 Won G1AC Championship

1972-73 17-8 .680 Won NAIA Area 25  Tournament; 
Reached 2nd Round in Nationals

1973-74 15-11 .577 2nd in South Atlantic Conference

1974-75 15-12 .556 2nd in South Atlantic Conference

1975-76 15-13 .536 3rd  in South Atlantic Conference

1976-77 23-6 .793 Won SAC Championship; 
3rd in South Regional

1977-78 18-8 .692 3rd  in South Atlantic Conference

1978-79 20-8 .714 Won SAC Championship; 
2nd in South Regional

1979-80 18-9 .667 Won SAC Championship

1980-81 18-8 .692 Won SAC Championship

1981-82 14-12 .538 2nd in South Atlantic Conference

1982-83 14-15 .483 4th in Gulf South Conference

1983-84 10-17 .370 8th in Gulf South Conference

1984-85 14-13 .519 4th in Gulf South Conference

1985-86 15-12 .556 5th in Gulf South Conference

1986-87 16-10 .615 3rd in Gulf South Conference

1987-88 17-11 .607 2nd in Gulf South Conference

TOTAL 277-181 .605

VALDOSTA STATE COLLEGE
Quick Facts B asketball Staff

L oca tion ............................ ............................Valdosta, GA A th le tic  D irector ....................... .......... Tom m y T hom as
F ou nded  ......................... ............................................. 1906 H ea d  C o a c h .............................. ..........Jam es D om iney
E n ro llm e n t .................... ............................................. 6950 A ssis ta n t C o a c h ....................... ....................R ick S tukes
P residen t......................... ..................Dr. H ugh C. B ailey G radu ate  A s s i s ta n t ............... ..................D a ve  C order
C o lo r s .............................. ......................... R ed  a n d  B lack SID.................................................. ............... S teve  R oberts
N ic k n a m e ....................... ........................................ B la zers G radu ate  A s s i s ta n t ............... ...............R o b ert B oh ler
H om e C o u r t .................. . . .B la ze r  A th le tic  C o m p lex T rainer ........................................ ...................... P aul H iggs
C o n fe re n c e .................... .................................G u lf Sou th M an ager ...................................... ..................M ike Tarrant
N ation a l A ffilia tion ......................................N CAA II S t a t s ............................................. .............R uss B eckh am
1987-88 R ecord ............. .................................17-11, 11-5 S co tt Taylor



BLAZER
ROSTER
1988-89

Roy Addison Mike Phillips Lavell Garror Joe Ellick

No. Name Position Height Class Hometown
5 Butch Shelman Guard 5-11 Freshman Indianapolis, Ind.

11 Michael Phillips Guard 6-2 Senior Groveland, Fla.
12 Lloyd Clarke Guard 6-1 Sophomore Gainesville, Fla.
15 Rodney Ford Guard 6-2 Freshman Albany, Ga.
21 Barry Purvis Forward 6-4 Freshman Dunnellon, Fla.
25 Lavell Garror Guard 6-0 Senior Mobile, Ala.
31 Alex Thomas Forward 6-5 Junior Jacksonville, Fla.
33 Roy Addison Forward 6-4 Junior Pompano, Fla.
40 Joe Ellick Center 6-7 Junior Margate, Fla.
42 Mark Wienbarg Center 6-8 Junior Jacksonville, Fla.
50 Mike McCullough Forward 6-4 Freshman Tampa, Fla.

Butch Shelman

Mark Wienbarg Lloyd ClarkeMike McCullough Rodney Ford Barry Purvis

1 9 8 8 -8 9  SCH EDULE
NOVEMBER TEAM SITE TIME JANUARY TEAM SITE TIME
20-21 SOWEGA INVITATIONAL Albany, GA TBA 5, Thurs. West Georgia * Valdosta, GA 8.-00
Sunday, (Albany State, Fort Valley State, 7, Sat. Mississippi College * Valdosta, GA 7:30
Monday Columbus, Valdosta State) 11, Wed. Armstrong State Valdosta, GA 7:30

16, Mon. Troy State * Troy, AL 7:30
25-26 COLUMBUS INVITATIONAL Columbus, GA TBA 21, Sat. North Alabama * Florence, AL 7.-30

(Columbus, North Georgia, 23, Mon. UT-Martin * Martin, 77V 7:30
Albany State, Valdosta State) 28, Sat. Livingston * Valdosta, GA 8.-00

30, Mon. Delta State * Valdosta, GA 8.-00
DECEMBER TEAM SITE TIME
7, Wed. Edward Waters Valdosta, GA 7:30 FEBRUARY TEAM SITE TIME

10, Sat. Livingston * Livingston, AL 7:30 1, Wed. 
4, Sat.

Armstrong State 
Mississippi College *

Savannah, GA 
Clinton, MS

7.-30
7.-30

12, Mon. Delta State * Cleveland, MS 8.-00 9, Thurs. Jacksonville State * Valdosta, GA 8.-00
16, Fri. St. Leo Valdosta, GA 8.-00 13, Mon. Troy State * Valdosta, GA 8.-00
17, Sat. Rollins Valdosta, GA 8.-00 18, Sat. North Alabama * Valdosta, GA 8.-00
29-30 VALDOSTA STATE INVIT. Valdosta, GA TBA 20, Mon. UT-Martin * Valdosta, GA 8.-00
Thursday, (Savannah State, Albany State, 25, Sat. West Georgia * Carrollton, GA 7:30
Friday Georgia College, Valdosta State) 27, Mon. Jacksonville State * Jacksonville, AL 7.-30

*Gulf South Conference Games
Gulf South Conference Tournament Dates To Be Announced



Beautiful VSC Library
Located In Center 
Of Campus


