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NEW YORK (AP) — As we were saying 
when we were sb rudely interrupted by the 
end of the 1976 college football season...

Return with us now to those glory days of 
yesteryear — well, actually Jan. 1 of this 
year — when Pitt whomped Georgia 27-3 in 
the Sugar Bowl to nail down the national 
championship.

This corner picked it 28-17 to cap a perfect 
11-0 record in bowl game prognostications. 
For the season, the score was 549 right, 222 
wrong, 13 ties, for a percentage of .712.

If we had put a few bob on those bowl picks 
we’d probably be retired millionaires by now 
and wouldn’t be around to make this year’s 
picks. But we didn’t. And aren’t you lucky?

A small warning before plunging into the 
first picks of the new season — we won’t get 
them all right. _

The highlight of the new season’s first big 
weekend is a rematch of last year’s opener — 
Notre Dame vs. Pitt. The Panthers’ 31-10 
triumph in South Bend got them off and 
winging toward the national title. This one’s 

Southeastern Seer

in Pittsburgh 
and Pitt No. 7 

Both coack 
psychology th

“This is n< 
Pitt’s Jackie 
Johnny Majoi
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All-American 
prepared for
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Valdosta Vaults To No. 1 Spot
“Times Q-Z-n JL

ATLANTA (AP) - 
. Untested Valdosta captured 

the No. 1 ranking in Class 
AAA today in an Associated 
Press poll of Georgia high 
school football teams, un-

shut out Coosa 21-0 last

seating previously 
ranked Griffin.

tOp-

Griffin, which got by 
Central of Macon 14-7 Friday 
night, fell to third.

The Wildcats get a chance 
to live up to their reputation 
Friday when Valdosta travels 
to Cordele, Ga., to take on 
Crisp County.
' In another major shakeup 
this week, East Rome, which

weekend, bumped Com­
merce, a 7-0 loser to Stephens 
County of Class AA, from the 
No. 1 spot in Class A to fourth 
place.

In the other classifications, 
an AP panel of sportswriters 
and broadcasters^ selected 
Dalton and Lincoln County as 
the top teams in Classes AA 
and B for the second week in 
a row.

Warner Robins moved into 
second place in AAA after a 
33-0 shutout of Columbus, 
Clarke Central was ranked 
fourth. Lakeside fifth.

Central of Thomasville sixth, 
Wheeler seventh, Richmond 
Academy, eighth, Wayne 
County ninth and R. E. Lee, a 
newcomer to the poll, was 
rated 10th.

Spencer’s 7-0 shutout of 
Northside of Warner Robins 
knocked previously eighth-

10. R. E. Lee (1-0) 8
Other nominated: Benedictine (1-0), 

Butler (1-0), Kendrick (2-0), Lowndes (1 
0), Moultrie (0-0), Northside-W. R. (0-1), 
S. W. KeKalb (1-0), Spencer (2-0), Tift

6. Wilkinson Co. (1-0)
7. Early Co. (1-0)
8. Bowdon (0 1)
9. Turner Co. (0 1)

29 
22
20
18 

' 16

ranked Northside from 
AAA poll.

Class AAA
1. Valdosta (0-0)
2. Warner Robins (1-0)
3. Griffin (1-0)
4. Clarke Central (1-0)
5. Lakeside (1-0)
6. Central T'viHe (0-0)
7. Wheeler (2-0)
8. Richmond Acad. (1-0)
9. Wayne Co. (0-0)

the

72
64
63
54
41
38
35
24
9

Co. (0-1) and Westside-Aug. (1-0).
Class AA

1. Dalton (1-0)
2. Americus (2-0)

3. Woodward Acad. (1-0)
4. Fayette Co. (2-0)
5. Ware Co. (10) -
6. Dublin (1-0)
7. Swainsboro (10)
8. Stephens Co. (10) 

tie Avondale (0-1)
10. Dodge Co. (1-0)

Other nominated: Cedartown

73
63
62

50
40
24
11
11

10 
(1-0-1),

Chattooga (0-0-1) Coffee (1-0), Gainesville
(2-0), Lakeshore (1-0), Perry (2-0) 
cross (1-0) and Westminster (1-0).

Class A
1. E. Rome (1-0)
2. Vidalia (1-0)
3. Seminole Co. (1-0) '
4. Commerce (11)

 5. N. Springs (0-0-1)

Way-

75
70
51
37
33

10. Mary Persons (1-0)
Others nominated: Bass (0-0), Carters 

ville (0 2), Cedar Grove (0-1), Du 
luth (0-0-1), George (1-0), Harlem (1-0) 
Irwin Co. (0-2), Johnson Co. (1-0) Lamar 
Co (1-0), Pepperell (1-0-1), Putnam Co. 
(1-0), S. E. Bulloch (0 1), Sylvan (0-1)
and Tri-Co. (2-0). 

Class B
1. Lincoln Co. (0-0)
2. Buford (1-0)
3. Bremen (1-0)
4. Reidsville (10)
5. Savannah Ctry. Day (1-0)
6. Jefferson (2 0)

69

59

45 
44
37 
22
19 
9 

(1-0),

7. Hogansville (1-0)
8. Mt. de Sales (1-0)
9. W. Point (1-1) ' .

10. Pelham (1-0)
Other nominated: Brookstone 

Charlton Co. (10), Gordon Lee (2-0), Ma­
con Co. (0-1) Metter (1-0), Rabun Co. (1 
0-1) and Wheeler Co. (1-0).

Toyota



Hyder
By MIKE CH ASON

Nick Hyder has never won 
a single football game by 
relying on his press clippings 
He just hopes his Valdosta 
High School Wildcats are as 
aware of that fact as he is.

Before the Wildcats have 
even posted one touchdown 
on the scoreboard this 
season, they have already 
been picked to win the 
toughest football league in 
the state. They have also 
been rated as the second best 
class AAA team in Georgia 
by both wire service polls

That’s enough to make 
anybody ’s head swell.

“1 don’t think that has 
affected this bunch,** Hyder 
said. “We work them so hard 
they don’t have time to let it 
affect them Reading your 
press clippings doesn’t help 
your blocking and tackling.

“But it can get to you if you 
let it”

Like any other coach, 
Hyder doesn’t mind seeing 
his team's name in print. He 
chuckled over the fact the 
Wildcats fell from first to 
second in the United Press 
International poll after the 
first week, despite not

BUCK BELUE
Starting Fourth Year 

practices, but that “could 
mean there is a problem on 
defense ’’

The offense is led by Buck 
Belue (185, sr.), the starting 
quarterback for the past 
three years. Belue was 
elected overall captain of the 
squad last week.

Offensive tackle Gary

ROBERT BALDWIN 
To Lead Defense 

(175, sr.) is out for “at least 
three weeks” with a shoulder 
separation.

The Valdosta coach, about 
to begin his fourth year here, 
singled out defensive back 
Troy Thomas (172, jr.), 
defensive end Doug Conway

7 C
GARY GUTHRIE 
Offensive Captain 

(185, sr.), Baldwin and 
defensive tackle Jimbo 
Hancock (175, soph.) fortheir 
superior efforts in last week’s 
practice sessions.

“Hancock has just passed 
some real good licks,” Hyder 
said.

playing a game.
Valdosta is also rated 

second in the Associated 
Press poll behind Griffin, last 
year’s state runner-up to 
Warner Robins.

The Wildcats open their 
season on the road Friday in 
a 1-AAA north subregion tilt 
in Cordele against Crisp 
County.

For Hyder, Friday couldn’t 
come too soon.

“We need to get out there 
and play,” Hyder said. “We 
have had over 30 practices, 
and we need to play a game to 
see if we’re ready to play a 
game. That’s what it’s all 
about ... playing games.”

Hyder said the Valdosta 
offense has been a “little 
more consistent” in recent

Guthrie (220, sr.) was named 
the offensive captain, and 
veteran linebacker and 
placekicker Robert Baldwin 
(206, sr.) was named the 
defensive captain.

Tight end Alvin Thomas 
(180, sr.) was voted the of­
fensive co-captain, and safety 
Allen Worthy (170, sr.) ws 
named the defensive co­
captain.

“One of the highest honors j 
you can get is to be elected 
captain of the football team,” 
Hyder said. “Arid I think 
we’ve got some good ones/’ (

Hyder said defensive tackle \ 
Curtis Wright (185, sr. is 
ready to return to acive / 
practice after being sieved^ 
by an ankle injury. Howve^ 
defensive end Alec Glen

DE Club At VI IS
Elects Officers

By Times Staff Writer
Valdosta High School’s 

Distributive Education Club, 
DECA, completed filling its 
board of officers for the 1977­
78 school year with the 
election of 10 new members 
today.

Elected in an early mor­
ning breakfast meeting were 
seven seniors and three 
juniors to join President Rex 
Taylor, another senior, who 
was elected to that post last 
spring, according to DE 
coordinator Norman Greene.

Taylor is the son of Mr. and

Mrs. Bob Taylor.
Ellen Eanes, a senior, and 

daughter of Mr and Mrs 
William M Eanes, was 
elected vice president today. 
Greene said.

Others elected today in­
cluded: treasurer — Wesley 
Wetherington, a senior, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert ■ 
Wetherington; secretary — 
Elizabeth Reddick, a senior, 
daughter of The Rev and 
Mrs. Douglas Reddick

Historian — Jimmy Pitts, a 
senior, son of the Rev and 
Mrs. James E Pitts;

VHS, LHS 2nd, 3r^J^
By Times Staff Writer

THOMASVILLE Host
winner in the high jump.

Track Meet
Thomasville High claimed 
the Region 1-AAAA 
(South* subregion track 
meet, edging Valdosta High 
128-126. Lowndes High 
finished third with 113 points.

Thomasville scored 63 
points in field events to lead 
its closest competitor at that 
time. Central of Thomasville, 
with 36. Valdosta had 31 field 
event points. Lowndes had 29.

Following the top three 
teams al meet’s end was 
Central with 68, Bainbridge 
with 58 and Colquitt County 
i Moultrie) with two.

Johnny B Williams and 
Chuck Jones of Lowndes

Frank Green of VHS claimed 
the 880-yard run.

Valdosta won the mile 
relay with a team composed 
of Frank Green, Rene Jones, 
Ceasar and Ronnie Scott. 
Lowndes was victorious in 
the 440-yard relay.

The top three finishers in 
each event qualify for the 
Region 1-AAAA meet at 
Thomasville Wednesday.

Other qualifiers from 
Lowndes and Valdosta were

Willie Hargett of Lowndes in
the pole vault, David Wilson 
of Valdosta in the triple jump, 
David McQueen of Lowndes 
in the mile and two-mile, 
Charles Jenkins of Valdosta 
in the mile.

Also qualifying was Ronnie 
Scott of VHS in the 440-yard 
dash, Odell Griffin of VHS in 
the 120-yard high hurdles, 
Rene Jones of Valdosta in the 
880, Ernest King of VHS in the 
220-yard dash, Ceasar in the 
330-yard intermediate hur-

dies, Larice Melvin of VHS ini 
the two-mile, Jones of 
Lowndes in the long jump and 
the Valdosta No. 2 mile relay 
team of Griffin, Green. Jones 
and King.

Lowndes Track Coach 
Norman Sanchez said, “the 
meet turned out about like 1 
expected, except much 

' closer. Thomasville did much 
better in the field event than 1 
thought they could. They and 
Valdosta scored in every 
event.”

chaplain — Alice Mitchell, a 
senior, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs. Paul Mitchell; reporter 
— Zoe Exum, a junior, 
daughter of Mr and Mm 
Carson Exum.

Class vice presidents. 
Division I — Beth Toth, a 
junior, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. F B Toth; Division II — 
Leann Johnson, a junior, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs 
Lester W. Johnson Jr.; 
Division III — Charles 
Spurlock, a senior, son of Mr 
and Mrs KB Spurlock; 
Division IV — Alec Greene, a 
senior, son of Mr. and Mrs 
Bobby Greene.

Belinda Guess, a senior, the 
daughter of Lowell Guess of 
Milledgeville and Pat 
Garrard of Valdosta, was 
elected sweetheart

grabbed two individual titles 
J ones won the 100 and 220- 
yard dashes Williams won 
the 120-yard high hurdles and 
the 330-yard intermediate 
hurdles. Nathaniel Ceasar of 
Valdosta was an individual



State Title
Belue’s Aim

Born under the sign of Sagittarius on Dec. 12. Buck 
Belue wants his 18th birthday present two days early 
this year.

The reason is simple.
Just as Sagittarius, The Archer, shoots his heavenly 

arrows into the universe, Buck Belue, the quarterback, 
airmails leather-laced pig bladders down football fields.

On the night of Dec. 10, Belue hopes to be on some frozen 
north Georgia field earmarking those pig bladders for 
touchdowns in the class AAA high school football state 
championship game.

His team is Valdosta, and his talents are legendary.
One veteran Valdosta watcher, who knows football like 

he was born on Cleveland Field, says Belue is “better than 
any of ’em.” That list includes some mighty impressive 
characters like Billy Grant, Bruce Bennett, Don Golden 
and Stanley Bounds.

The Wildcats have had some quarterbacks in their day, 
but they’ve never had a 13-year-old just off buzz bikes and 
Marvel Comics step into a starting role.. .until Belue.

In 1974, a wavy-haired freshman with a crisp, white 
.number seven on his back squatted down behind a black- 
and-gold clad center and started squeaking signals with a 
voice on the verge of changing. Some people laughed. 
Some didn’t.

Ten games later, that freshman was still there.
But he had found out high school football is a game of 

hard knocks instead of headlines. He had found out just 
how much the other teams in Region 1-AAA hated the 
sound of Valdosta. He didn’t hear that famed Wildcat 
victory song nearly enough because Valdosta didn’t cross 
the goal line nearly enough.

The final record read three wins, seven losses. In the 
last 20 years only one other Valdosta team had lost more 
games.

And it hurt.
It hurt the greenhorn quarterback, and it hurt the 

veteran coach who had moved into a situation he didn’t 
know existed on the high school level. Nick Hyder 
discovered just what it means to coach football at 
Valdosta High School.

But they grew together.
In 1975, the Wildcats returned 15 starters. Belue was one 

of them. From the opening game, it was evident the 
rookie’s ears were dry. It was easy to see the sophomore 
jinx had not found another victim.

Buck Belue had come of age.
It was the year he led the entire region in passing. It was 

the year his arm, a solid defense led by Harold Renninger 
and two outstanding running backs by the names of Alton 
Battles and Billy Berrian marched Valdosta all the way to 
the region championship.

It was the first for the ’Cats since Wright Bazemore won 
it all and then called it quits in 1971.

In the first round of the state playoffs on a dusty field in 
Jesup, Valdosta was rated a solid favorite over a sup­
posedly outmanned Wayne County team.

After picking up two touchdowns in the first half, the 
Wildcats looked to be on their way to the South Georgia 
championship game. Two quarters, two Wayne touch­
downs and one two-point conversion later, Valdosta was 
going nowhere but home, thinking only of what might 
have been.

Down at one end of the field was Belue. His helmet hung 
limply in his hand at his side. His hair was still damp from 
perspiration, and his eyes were moist from another 
source.

Half of his high school career was over, and it showed on 
his face.

For Belue, 1976 was a get acquainted year. Working 
with an entirely new backfield and with a different type 
atttack, the now aging junior was called upon to run more. 
He did less throwing, and everybody wondered why.

But the ’Cats kept winning, and nobody questioned that.
Belue wound up with the scoring title, but lost the

Belue Eyes Final Year At VHS
passing race to crosstown rival Lynn Pattillo of Lowndes. 
For one night out of each season, they were gladiators on 
opposite sides of an arena.

When fall finally turned to winter and winter to spring 
and summer, they played golf together. They were boys 
growing up in the same town. They were different only 
because they wore different uniforms on Friday nights.

No, Belue never unleashed his magic arm last season, 
but everybody knew it was there. Central of Thomasville’s 
Yellow Jackets knew, but in a playoff for the region title 
last November, they didn’t care.

The Jackets had some offensive sting of their own and 
Belue became a loser for only the 11th time in 33 games of 
his prep career.

After last season, it has become evident Buck is only 
human. He isn’t Joe Namath or Kenny Stabler or Roger 
Staubach. He plays the quarterback position as well as 
anybody ever has.

But he needs help.
In the last two years, he has gotten it...to a degree.
Nobody wins 19 games and looses only four just because 

of one star quarterback who, like any other high school 
player, is going to have his bad nights.

Somewhere in there is some offensive linemen, sure­
handed receivers, and a rock-em, sock-em defense fit in.

Valdosta might have all those ingredients this year. Mix 
in a goodly portion of Belue, and the Wildcats may even 
have a state championship in the oven.

What a birthday cake that would make ...
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The Florida Times-Union, Jacksonville, Monday, September 12, 1977

Belue and Wilson Up to Old Tri
By KEVIN BROWN 

Times-Union Sports Writer
Buck Belue-to-Jody Wilson formed a combination 

that would’ve been heard from a lot in South Georgia foot­
ball this season. They’ll still be heard of a lot — but 
seperately, not together.

Wilson, who probably would have been Belue’s favor­
ite receiver if he had remained a Valdosta Wildcat, trans­
ferred to Lowndes to play for his father. But the break-up 
of the combination hasn’t taken anything away from the 
pair’s star status.

Both proved that Friday night — Belue in leading a 
40-14 Valdosta romp over Crisp and Wilson in doing like­
wise in a 26-8 Viking rout of Monroe. Their seperate 
heroics earned them the inaugural spots as The Times­
Union Georgia players of the week.

Wilson

played a all around flair 
touchdow n pa* in Uw end a

other player* cm 
Drew of Coffee Count >

County. Atkinson County** Jot# J jMbm.

Rebels’lM victory over Hemro < oumy i 
ty's Walt Carard and Charira Dot* •■ 
five louchdow no and each raced tor IB y*t 
the Indians' 440 rout of RraaUry Cowdy. 
Room*veil Andrew*, who raa for IB vanli 
and Appling County4# Harry Mupprr mala

Quarterback Belue earned the back-of-the-week hon­
or by running for two touchdowns, rushing for 95 yards on 
15 carries and passing for 78 yards — completing 7 of 16 
attempts. He also added two two-point conversions, one 
on a pass and the other on a run. And in his role as punter, 
Belue averaged 37.3 yards on four kicks, two of which 
were downed inside the Crisp five.

“Buck had his typical game,” said Valdosta Coach 
Nick Hyder. “He would’ve completed five more passes 
but our receivers couldn’t catch the ball. Their hands got 
in the way.

“You have to look at his all-around contribution to 
the team, just like Jody Wilson, who played defensive

Belue »14 and the Pirates rapped Jeff Dam IT4

safety in addition to split end. They both add a lot to the 
total team effort.”

The type of night Wilson had at split end against Mon 
roe speaks for itself. It also spoke loud enough to earn the 
180-pound senior lineman-of-the-week honors.

Jody caught eight passes for 122 yards and three 
touchdowns.

“He had a pretty good game,” said father coach Joe 
“We throw to the receiver that’s hot and Jody was hot Hf

’Dosta Tops Prep
PoU, LHS Eighth

ATLANTA (AP)
Valdosta clung to its No 1 
ranking in Class AAA this 
week but Americus replaced 
Dalton in the top spot in Class 
AA as the Catamounts lost 
their first Georgia high 
school football game of the 
year

An Associated Press panel 
of sportswriters and 
broadcasters voted East 
Rome the highest ranking in 
Class A for the second week 
in a row and Lincoln County 
entered its third week as No. 
1 in Class B

Valdosta received 85 points

and were replaced by 
Lowndes, Benedictine and 
Moultrie in the eighth, ninth 
and 10th places

In AA. Dalton fell to 
seventh place after a 9-0 
shutout by Murray County 
and was replaced in the No 1 
spot by Americus, which was 
idle over the weekend.

Other AA rankings remained 
the same as last week, with 
Woodward Academy 
following Americus at 
second. Fayette County third.

S Wheel or . 3 0 >
A . Richmond Ac ad

8 Lowndes 1 0)
9 Benedictine (2 0)

10 Moultrie 1 0) 
Others nominated

Central T'vJHc
akosido

2 0) SW
O'

1 0 I) Kend 
Newnan o 0’

19

3 0)

DeKalb 2 0) and Thongs

Class
A mor ir us 2 0) 

n Woodward Acad 
3 Fayette Co 3 0* 
1 Ware Co » O'

AA

? 0’

fl

to 82 for second-ranked 
Warner Robins to remain No. 
1 for the second week after 
defeating Crisp County 40-14 
in its season opener. Warner 
Robins blasted Carver of 
Columbus 46-0

Griffin, which had been 
ranked third last week, fell to 
fourth after a 14-0 victory 
over Rockdale County, and 
previously fourth-ranked 
Clarke Central, which belted 
Franklin County 40-12, moved 
into third

Central of Thomasville, 
which lost to Moultrie 14-7, 
Wayne County, which was 
blasted 36-14 by Statesboro 
and Lakeside, which lost to 
Tucker. 15-14 were dropped 
from this week’s AAA poll

Ware County fourth, 
fifth. Swainsboro 
Stephens County 
Avondale ninth and 
County 10th

Dublin 
sixth, 

eighth. 
Dodge

10

Dublin 2 (D 
Swainsboro

Dalton ) 1 >
Stephens Co
Avondale ) 1

l 0)

2 0‘

Dodqe Co <201
Others nominated hattooo.t I 0 11 

LakeCoHen ?0) _ _
shore 2 0) Perry 13 0) Wo^rrmCTo 
and Westminster (?0)

East Rome shut out
Carrollton 25-0 to secure its
top position in Class
Ranked behind

A. 
the

East Room (2 O'
2 Vidalia (1 0)
3 Seminole Co (2 0' 
f Commerqo (2 D

Gladiators this week were 
Vidalia at second, Seminole 
County third. Commerce 
fourth, Early County fifth. 
Wilkinson County sixth. 
North Springs seventh, Mary 
Persons eighth and Bowdon 
ninth

Turner County, which was 
ranked ninth in last week’s
poll with an 0-1 record, did not 

* * and fellplay last weekend 
from the rankings.

Class AAA
. I Vrildnst.i (I 0)

7 Warner Robins (2 0)

j Gridin (2 01

85 
8?
68
67

8

10

Wilkinson Co (2 O' 
North S prints ( 1 G • 
Mary Persona (2 O' 
Bowdon Mil 
Lamar Co f? 0)

40
37
28
18
17

Others nominated Central Gwum< »l (? 
O' Claxton (20). Chn. n Co (I 0), Geon..

2 0) Johnson Co (2 0) and Turner Co 
(0 D

fl 
9

10

Class 8
Lincoln Co (10)
Bremen (3 0)
Jefferson (3 0)
Reidsville ( 1 0 D
Pehlam ( 2 0)
West Point f? I)
Buford (ID
Savannah dry pay 1 I '
Charlton Co (2 0)
Rabun Co (? 0 1)

Others Nominated Atkinson
Brook stone (2D Gordon Lee
qansvilfe (ID

80

33

Co
13

---  ( 3 01 Ho , 
Macon Co fl D. Mt d»

Sales (1 D M( Zion (10 1) Vienna (2 0) 
and Wheeler Co (? 0)



Game Two
By MARTIN REGISTER
Bainbridge’s improved 

Bearcats come to town 
Friday with the hope of 
pulling off the dream of every 
football team ..to knock off 
the number one team in the 
state

The state’s top ranked AAA 
team is Valdosta And 
Wildcat head coach Nick 
Hyder has no doubt about the 
intentions of the invading 
Bainbridge gridders.

“They’re coming over here 
to beat us,” he said

Bainbridge, a longtime 
weak sister in Region 1-AAA, 
initiated its season last week 
by shellacking Westover 
(Albany) 32-7

At the same time, Valdosta 
was bombing Crisp County in 
Cordele, 40-14

Although Westover has 
appeared extremely weak in 
its first two games, Hyder 
feels the 32 points scored 
against it by Bainbridge are 
not without importance

“Anytime a team gets over 
30 points in 1-AAA, you have 
to stand up and pay at 
tention,” he said

“Our scouts say Bainbridge 
is the most improved team 
they’ve seen in 1-AAA in a 
long time They’re vastly 
improved And they’re 
fundamentally solid

“They're big, and they’re 
well-coached Miller Shealy 
(Bainbridge’s head coach) 
has been around here for a 
longtime’

“They’ve got a fine 
quarterback, Kent Shealy

Valdosta Coach Not Overlooking Bearcats
Oe13aIi>o#aPaila®iine^

SPORTS
(the head coach’s son). And I 
know this sounds like a 
broken record, but they’re 
big It seems like everyone 
we play is big

“They’ve got two defensive 
tackles listed at 230 pounds 
apiece, and a middle guard at 
260 One offensive tackle 
weighs 230, and the other 210. 
And one offensive guard 
weighs 220

“On the offensive line, five 
of the front six were regulars 
or starters last year. And I 
think Clyde Mackey, their 
running back, is one of the 
toughest around. He runs as 
much in the fourth quarter as 
he does in the first.

“Their kicking game is 
always sound.”

One of the things worrying 
Hyder is a Bearcat end who 
stands 6-7. “We have a lot of 
concern about the way he 
catches the ball,” he said.

“With that height, he’s a 
tremendous threat.

“When a team has size, 
speed, and the ability to 
throw and run with the ball, 
that leaves our defense with a 
lot of problems to solve. ”

Though not small, the

Wildcats will not match the 
Bearcats in size, according to 
Hyder. “We’ve got one of­
fensive starter and one 
defensive starter who weigh 
230,” he said.

“The rest all weigh around 
180 or 190. They’ve got us in 
size.”

The Wildcats came out of 
last week’s Crisp game 
relatively uninjured. “We 
were happy we didn’t get 
anybody hurt,” said Hyder.

“We got a lot of questions 
answered that we needed to 
get answered. We’ve got a lot
of work to 
schemes, 
execution, 
coverage.

“I’m sure

do, on blocking
pass 
and

routes, 
kickoff

that was obvious
to the youngest and to the 
oldest fans at the Crisp 
game.”

Hyder said he was happy 
with the attitude of the 
Wildcats. “There’s a special
spirit about them,” 
“that makes it 
coach.”

Veteran senior

he said, 
nice to

quar-
terback Buck Belue led the 
‘Cats win over Crisp with his 
passing and running ability,

JOHN LASTINGER 
May Not Play 

while backup signal-caller 
and first team end John 
Lastinger sat out with a hip 
injury.

Hyder said Lastinger, “will 
play if he can” against 
Bainbridge, but added that 
another quarterback, John 
Bond, has shown signs of 
improvement.

“We’re real proud of the 
progress of John Bond,” he 
said. “He’s showed 
tremendous progress in 
practice.

“He can give Belue a 
chance to sit down and rest 
once in a while.’

Another player, captain 
Robert Baldwin, may also

KENNY WASHINGTON 
To Get His Chance 

miss Friday’s game. A key 
defensive player and kicker, 
Baldwin has suffered this 
week with a tonsil infection.

Kenny Washington, who
Hyder called “the
pleasant surprise 
team’s summer

most 
in the

camp at
Twin Lakes, has been okayed 
for play by doctors.

He had been sidelined with 
a hairline fracture of the 
ankle. “He’ll play,” said 
Hyder. “We’re anxious to get 
him out there and see what he 
can do.”
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Bainbridge Bidding For Upset Win
By MARTIN REGISTER
Bainbridge’s Bearcats, in 

the unusual position of 
coming off a victory, turn 
potential giant-killers when 
they take on Valdosta’s 
Wildcats here Friday night.

Coach Miller Shealy makes 
no bones about the fact he 
expects his Bainbridge team 
to at least give the Wildcats, 
ranked number one in the 
state in class AAA, a run for 
the money.

“We’re going to play them 
a bailgame,” he said. “I’m 
optimistic about it, But then, 
I’m always optimistic.”

A year ago, when the 
Bearcats finished 1-9, almost 
no one would have en­
tertained the thought that 
Bainbridge could even stay 
on the field with Valdosta.

The Bearcats are once 
again plagued with a lack of 
depth, which didn’t bother 
them in last week’s 32-7 romp 
over Westover.

But Shealy can reasonably 
expect few similarities 
between Westover and Nick 
Hyder’s highly-touted 
Wildcats, 40-14 conquerors of 
Crisp County last week.

Shealy and the Bearcats 
aren’t afraid of the 
Valdosta’s top ranking, 
however.

“Valdosta’s rank has a 
reverse effect on us,” he said. 
“We feel like the better teams 
you play, the better you’re 
going to get. I feel like we’ll

play them a good game.”
One of the team’s assets is 

a large line, where many 
players top 200 pounds. It is 
the team’s size which has 
given rise to the idea the 
Bearcats may this season 
rise out of their traditional 
spot in the cellar of Region 1- 
AAA.

Five offensive starters, 
center Gary Shoates, guard 
Tom Jones, tackles Bubba 
Eckinrod and Bill Bowen, and 
end Donald Barber, weigh at 
least 200 pounds.

But the Bearcats are 
critically short on depth. 
Jeremiah Stubbs, a 185-pound 
senior, starts at both of­
fensive guard and line­
backer, while Bowen will also 
start at defensive end.

Other members of the 
defensive team weighing 
more than 200 pounds inc­
lude middle guard Maurice 
Baldwin, a 260-pounder, 
tackles Mike Rudd and Chris 
Cook, and safety Greg Bess.

Kent Shealy, the coach’s 
son, quarterbacks the team. 
Halfback Clyde Mackey was 
singled out earlier in the 
week by Hyder as probably 
the Bearcats’ most 
dangerous runner.

Barber, who stands 6-7 and 
weighs 210 pounds, is a prime 
target for passes from the 
younger Shealy.

“We’ve had to work real 
hard to get in shape, and

we’re in pretty good shape 
now,” said Shealy. “The 
boys have worked their rear 
ends off.”

“We’ll have some boys 
going both ways. As hot as it 
it right now, its giving them a 
pretty hard time.”

Shealy called the win over 
Westover and “all-around 
effort. It would be difficult to 
say one player did better than 
another,” he said.

“The fundamentals were 
real good. But on defense, 
we’ve got a lot of work to do if 
we’re going to try to stop 
Valdosta.

“The defense didn’t read 
very well last week, but 
overall, I was well pleased.”

“Of course, you’re always 
wanting to find out what your 
team will do when it gets 
behind. We were never 
behind against Westover, so 
we didn't find out then.”

“But we’re going to find out 
what it’s like to be behind 
before long, I’m afraid.”

VALDOSTA
Offense —ends Alvin Thomas (190, sr.) 

and Mike Cross (160, sr.) or Fredrick Blair 
(153, jr.), tackles Scott Griffin (190, ir. land 
Gary Guthrie (220, sr.), guards Andy 
Chapman (180, jr.) and Bubba Hardin (170, 
jr ), center Tony Blasetti (210, soph), 
halfbacks Robert Smith (155, jr.) or Melvin 
Hunter (147, sr.) and Frank Council (182, 
jr.) or Ernest King (170, soph.), fullback 
William Gaskins (150, jr.) or Sam Fletcher 
(185, jr.), quarterback Buck Belue (185, 
sr )

Defense — ends Doug Conway (185, sr.) 
and Lynn Roberts (165, jr.), tackles Ray 
Lloyd (235, sr.) and Jim Hancock (175, 
soph) or Curtis Wright (185, sr.), middle 
quard Craig Simmons (185, sr.) or Clifford 
Johnson (182, jr.), linebackers Robert 
Baldwin (206, sr.) and John Branan (182,

jr.), cornerbacks Troy Thomas (172, jr.) 
and Rodney Gordon (160, jr.) or Carl Roe 
(165, jr.), safeties Allen Worthy (175, sr.) 
and J immy Hartman (178, sr.).

BAINBRIDGE
Offense — ends Donald Barber (210, sr.) 

and David Washington (180, sr.), tackles 
Bubba Eckinrod (235, jr.) and Bill Bowen 
(200, sr.), guards Jeremiah Stubbs (185, sr.) 
and Tom Jones (220, sr.), center Gary 
Shoates (200, soph.), fullback Rodney Parks 
(195, sr.), halfbacks Clyde AAackey (190, sr.) 
and Marcus Close (160, soph.) or Lee 
Walker (165, jr.), quarterback Kent Shealy 
(170, sr.).

Defense — ends Bill Bowen and Leroy 
Akins (190, jr.), tackles Mike Rudd (240, jr.) 
and Chris Cook (230, jr.), middle guard 
Maurice Baldwin (260, sr.), linebackers 
Jeremiah Stubbs and Mike Pointivint (170, 
sr.), cornerbacks and safeties Greg Bess 
(210, sr ), Michael Bowie (170, sr.), Ricky 
Jones (140, sr,), William Douglas (160, 
soph.) or Otis Smith (175, jr.).
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Future Business Leaders Club At VHS Elects icers
By Times Staff Writer

Steve Shapiro has been elected president 
of the Valdosta High School chapter of 
Future Business Leaders of America.

Elected with him at the recent meeting 
were: Roney Jones, first vice president, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. W.R. Jones; Mack 
Seckinger. second vice president, son of Mrs.

Helen Perry; Michele Graham, third vice 
president, daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. 
B.D. Graham; Peggy Perry, recording 
secretary, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
H. Perry.

Paula Gombas, corresponding secretary,

Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Salter Jr.; Bridget 
Campbell, historian, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs. Marcus Campbell; Karen Tyler, 
reporter, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D M. 
Tyler, and Gwyneth Padgett, parliamen­
tarian, wife of Donnie R. Padgett.

Shapiro, a senior, was vice president lastdaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Gombas
Jr.; Jo Lynne Salter, treasurer, daughter of year of the VHS chapter and was state vice

president. He has been a member th., 
years

The club's main service project istou^-L 
with the March of Dimes as it did last y

The FBLA was presented a plaque by th.
National March of Dimes at the Nation 1 
FBLA convention held in July in De«v./ 
Colo. *•

Let9s Talk About It
was about, it worked well. The Wildcats downed the Bearc 
50-13 at Cleveland Field and both Bond and Gaskins

- ^W-.^^^

touchdowns. — Times Staff Photo by Robert Winter III

Valdosta High School halfback William Ge skins either isn’t 
sure of the play or just wants to talk things < v er with substitute 
quarterback John Bond during Friday night’s game with 
Bainbridge high school. Whatever the last-second conference

SCO'

State Track Champions
and not pictured, placed first in the 440-yard and mile
relays in the state AAAA girls track meet. Their times of 
48.5 and 3:39.2 seconds established state marks. Times Staff 
Photo By Robert Winter III.

Three members of Valdosta High School’s state record 
setting relay teams hold the baton stating their 
achievement. Roseziner Jackson, Vera Dotson and Lisa 
Jones, from left, combined with Annie Gray, who was sick.
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aldosta-Thomasville:
Still Life-and-Death

Valdosta-Thomasville used to be 
a life-and-death affair — literally.

The game was a matter of civic 
and school pride and a traditional ri­
valry (the series is the oldest in South 
Georgia football). And the loser al­
most always lost a shot at the Region 
1-AAA and state titles.

That’s all still true — almost.
The two teams have been 

seperated by a new sub-region setup 
in 1-AAA — Valdosta has been placed 
in the North and Thomasville in the 
South. That means the loser won’t 
forfeit its hope for the title because of 
the outcome of their regular season 
game.

But the contest hasn’t lost any 
meaning in other respects. The civic 
pride (the two towns are only 48 
miles apart) is still there. As a 
matter-of-fact, Friday night’s 
Wildcat-Bulldog contest in Thomas­
ville is expected to draw a sellout 
crowd of over 10,000.

The school pride is there. Valdos­
ta still remembers 1974, when the 
Bulldogs belted the Wildcats 40-0 on 
their way to a national championship, 
and Thomasville isn’t forgetting the 
fact that it hasn’t beaten the Wildcats 
since then.

And neither coach — heaven for­
bid — is taking the game any less se­
riously for its new non-league status.

In fact, the outcome might still 
lave some bearing in the event of a 
ie in either sub-region at the end of 
he regular season. In such a case, 
he overall records would be used to 
letermine which team would go to 
the playoffs.

“There’s no letup as far as we’re 
concerned,” said Valdosta’s Nick 
Hyder, whose team is coming off vic­
tories over Crisp (40-14) and Bain­
bridge (50-13). “In Valdosta you hope 
and play to win them all. You don’t 
ever think about losing down here.”

The Bulldogs’ Jim Hughes has 
similar thoughts about Friday night, 
when his 2-0 Bulldogs (33-14 and 14-0 
wins over Albany and Westover) take 
on Buck Belue & Co.

Ga. Preps
Kevin Brown

“This game means an awful lot 
to us,” said the eighth-year coach. 
“For one thing, it’s the only game we 
play this week.

“We go out there to win every 
time we play and this game is no dif­
ferent. We wanted to be 2-0 right now 
and we want to be 3-0 after Friday 
night.”

Hyder, typically, says that 
Thomasville is a team that is “capa­
ble of beating us,” and when 
gametime comes he’ll “play every­
one that’s ready.”

The ’Cats’ coach told of the pres­
sures of the still-young season.

“First of all, there’s the human 
factor — we’re dealing with teenage 
youngsters. Secondly, we’ve been giv­
en the No. 1 tag in the polls (Thomas­
ville was Nc. 10 in last week’s poll) 
and everyone is always out to knock 
off the one on top. And thirdly, we 
have the Valdosta tradition.

“Everybody wants to beat us. 
Even when we were 3-7 a couple of 
years ago, each team took a lot of de­
light in knocking us off.”

Hughes feels that his team can 
upset No. 1.

“The key is to control the ball 
throughout the game,” Hughes said. 
“If we can control it, it will give 
Belue fewer chances to pull the trig­
ger.”

He’s also quick to point out that 
the star quarterback is not the only 
player on the Wildcats’ roster.

“If they put Buck out there by 
himself we’d be all right, but they 
have 21 other guys that play a whole 
lot, too.”

Valdosta won last year, 29-9, but 
did it in unusual fashion — the Wild­

cats scored three touchdowns within 
a span of 20 seconds.

It was in the second quarter and 
the Wildcats had just scored on a 
halfback option pass. On the ensuing 
kickoff, the Bulldogs fumbled and 
Valdosta’s Leon Johnson picked it up 
and ran it in for the score. The sec­
ond kickoff was an instant replay, 
with Johnson picking a loose ball up 
again and racing to his second score.

Thomasville will think about that 
bizarre series of events a lot between 
now and Friday night.

★ ★ ★

THINGS WERE moving along 
very nicely for Lowndes’ Joe Wilson. 
The Vikings have given up only six 
points in three games and are 3-0.

But there’s been a sudden turn of 
events that may make it harder for 
the Vikings to keep that streak going.

Wilson said before the season 
that his biggest worry was depth, or 
lack of it. That lack may be beginning 
to haunt him now.

Viking running back Robin 
McElroy will more than likely be out 
the rest of the season following a Sun­
day night accident. McElroy fell and 
broke his leg while skating and that 
will probably sideline him for six- 
eight weeks.

McElroy had been averaging 
over 5.5 yards per carry. In Lowndes’ 
35-0 smashing of Moultrie, the junior 
raced 52 yards with a punt for a 
touchdown and also corailed a Kenny 
Luke aerial for another TD on a 41- 
yard screen pass play.

And when it rains, it pours. Wil­
son’s son Jody is also out for two- 
three weeks with torn ligaments in 
his knee. The younger Wilson is a 
split end and safety and was selected 
The Times-Union's lineman-of-the- I 
week for his performance in a 28-o 
win over Monroe two weeks ago.

The Vikings host Central in an­
other key sub-region game Friday 
night.

(Kevin Brown is a sports writer 
with The Times-Union.)

GRIFFIN TUMBLES

Valdosta Returns to the Top in AAA
By STEVE FIGUEROA

Constitution Prep Editor
Last week, it was Dalton. This 

week, Griffin.
Once again, a major upset of a top­

ranked team has turned an ordinary 
week into a memorable one among 
the high school top tens.

Newton County’s 3-0 shocker over 
AAA’s No. 1 team, Griffin, sparked a 
vV^°n °^ .^e AAA poll that saw the 
Valdosta Wildcats once again take the 
hot-seat as the state’s top team. 
2n\^0S^’ w^h two straight routs, 
40-14 oyer Crisp County and 50-13

B^bridge, moved easily into 
tne top AAA perch, as Griffin’s Bears 
dropped to No. 4.

Just to keep the ball rolling, 
heeler, No. 3 last week, lost for the 

in four outings and plunged 
iwii ^e latest ratings. Camp- 
u ^yraa, with Erwin Mattox 
leading the way, humbled the mighty

Wildcats, 27-10.
Kendrick was the third ranked AAA 

team to lose this past week, but it was 
not much of an upset, as the No. 10 
ranked Cherokees fell, 27-6, to Warner 
Robins, which moved from fifth to 
second with the victory and the com­
bination of the Griffin and Wheeler 
losses.

Kendrick fell from the elite after 
the region loss, making room for 
Lowndes, which took a big step to­
wards the sub-region 1-AAA South 
crown with a 35-0 rout of Moultrie. 
The Vikings’ impressive victory over 
a good Moultrie team earned them the 
No. 7 spot this week.

Things were a lot more stable in 
Class A A, as only No. 10 Dodge 
County lost, and that was to No. 9 
Swainsboro. Dodge dropped from the 
poll, making room for region 3-AA foe 
Dublin, which knocked off previously 
unbeaten Johnson County, 34-12, this

past week.
There were two losers in the Class 

A poll, as Vidalia lost another close 
one to region-mate Irwin County and 
Lamar County was nipped by Taylor 
County, 20-19. ,

Vidalia fell to tenth in the latest 
poll, while Lamar County dropped 
from the-rankings to be replaced by 
unbeaten Mary Persons, fresh from a 
26-0 blanking of Putnam County.

In Class B, Jefferson and West 
Point both fell to Class A opponents, 
while Savannah Country Day was 
edged by ranked region foe Reidsville, 
11-7.

Oconee County nipped Jefferson, 13­
12, sending the Dragons from second 
to fourth in the poll, while West Point 
fell from fifth to ninth after losing to 
Manchester, 12-7.

Country Day, ninth last week, fell 
from the rankings after its loss, mak­
ing room for Gordon Lee.

High School Top Tens
Class AAA

1. Valdosta
2. Warner Robins
3. Clarke Central
4. Griffin
5. Richmond Academy
6. Southwest DeKalb
7. Lowndes
8. Benedictine
9. Central, Thomasville

10. Wheeler

(2-0) 
(3-0) 
3-0)

(2-1) 
(3-0) 
(3-0) 
(3-0) 
(3-0) 
(1-1) 
(3-1)

Also receiving consideration (in 
alphabetical order): Butler (3-0), Camp­
bell, Smyrna (3-1), Cedar Shoals (3-1),
Dougherty (2-0), Kendrick (3-1), Lake­
side (2-1), Laney (3-0), Newnan (2-0),
North Cobb (4-0), Peachtree 
Sprayberry (3-1), Statesboro (3-0).

(2-0),
(3-0),

Class AA
7. Fayette County
2. Woodward
3. Americus
4. Ware County
5. Dalton
6. Stephens County
7. Lakeshore
8. Avondale
9. Swainsboro

10. Dublin 
Also receiving consideration

(4-0) 
(3-0) • 
(3-0) 
(2-0) 
(2-1) 
(3-0) 
(3-0) 
(2-1) 
(2-0) 
(3-0)

(in
alphabetical order): Appling County (2­
1), Cedartown (2-0-1), Chattooga (2-0­
1), Coffee (2-0), Dodge County (2-1), 
Gordon (2-1), Decatur (2-0), Dodge 
County (2-1), Gordon (2-1), Waycross 
(2-0), Westminster (2-1).

1 East Rome (3-0) 
2. Commerce (3-1) 
3. North Springs (2-0-1) 
4. Seminole County (2-0) 
5. Bowdon (2-1) 
6. Early County (2 0) 
7. George (2-0) 
8. Claxton (3-0) 
9. Mary Persons (3-0)

10. Vidalia (1-1)
Also receiving consideration (in 

alphabetical order): Cartersville (2-2), 
Central Gwinnett (3-0), Gilmer (4-0), 
Harlem (2-1), Irwin County (1-2-1), 
Jackson (2-0-1), Jeff Davis (1-2), John­
son County (2-1), Lamar County (2-1), 
Manchester (3-1), Milton (3-1), Russell 
(3-0), Taylor County (2-0), Turner 
County (1-1).

Class B
1. Lincoln County (2-0) 
2. Bremen (4-0) 
3. Buford ■ (1-1-1) 
4. Jefferson - (3-1) 
5. Pelham (3-0) 
6. Reidsville (2-0-1) 
7. Macon County (2-1) 
8. Charlton County (3-0) 
9. West Point (2-2) 10. Gordon Lee (4­

0)
Also receiving consideration (in 

alphabetical order): Hogansville (2-1), 
Louisville (1-1), Metter (1-1), Rabun 
County (2-1-1) Sav. Country Day (1-2), 
Union County (3-0-1), Vienna (2-1), 
Wheeler County (2-0-1).



VHS Coach
Easy Target 
For Pointers

It was only two in the afternoon, but Nick Hyder’s face 
was so flushed he looked as if he had been on a week-long 
hibernation with five cases of Milwaukee’s finest.

Everybody knows the Valdosta High School head 
football coach doesn’t touch the stuff, but on this 
devilishly hot Wednesday afternoon, even he might have 
been tempted to pop a top or two.

And not just because of the heat.
It’s tough enough to coach in a town where fans think of 

state and national titles instead of region championships 
and just having a good year.

It’s tough enough to coach in a town where the football 
team is rated number one in the state ... and is expected to 
live up to that ranking with lopsided victories every 
Friday night.

But to coach in a town when that town’s football team 
has just been forced to forfeit its first two wins of the 
season must be a burden even Job would have had trouble 
carrying.

Despite watching a 2-0 record turn into an 0-2 record on 
the basis of Alvin Thomas’ ineligibility Wednesday, Hyder 
was holding up remarkably well.

The 20-year veteran of the coaching profession an­
swered every phone call, confirming the worst fears of 
each caller that yes, indeed Valdosta was forfeiting its 
first two games. A 40-14 win over Crisp County and a 50-13 
blistering of Bainbridge were down the tube.

“But we’re not dead yet,” Hyder said to almost every 
caller. “We’ve just got to go back and start all over. We’ve 
just got to suck it up and go again. This thing’s not over 
yet.”

Hyder’s right. The Region 1-AAA (North) subregion 
race is far from over. But with those two losses pinned to 
their ears, the Wildcats gave artificial respiration to 
every other team in the subregion.

It’s really ironic the subregion should be the saving 
grace for Valdosta. VHS was one of a very small minority 
to vote against subdividing at the February meeting this 
year.

“I’m just glad we got voted down,” Hyder said.
If subdivision had not carried, Valdosta would be out of 

the region race right now. How many times has a team 
from the toughest football league in the state won this 
region with two losses?

The reason Valdosta has zero wins and two losses right 
now is because of that incurable disease called being 
human. It’s a known fact mere mortals are going to make 
mistakes every now and then. It’s just unfortunate this 
one had to be made at this particular point in time.

And the blame ... well, everyone always looks for 
somebody else to point the accusing finger at, but Hyder 
knows better than anyone that a lot of those fingers are 
going to be ultimately aimed in his direction. As head 
coach, he is the easiest target.

The story unfolds like this, according to Hyder.
Hyder does not check the records and birthdate of every 

player on his roster. He said the “clerical staff” of the 
school does. When the staff sent in the names and ages of 
the VHS football team this year, it didn’t notice Alvin 
Thomas was born on Feb. 16,1958. To be eligible, he would

I have had to have been born after May 1.
The roster arrived in the Georgia High School 

I Association office in the preseason and was checked by 
I GHSA officials to determine if any of the Wildcats were 
I ineligible. Thomas’ birthday was again overlooked. He 
I was cleared to play.

Recently, Thomas’ name was again sent to the GHSA 
I office, this time on the preseason VHS basketball roster. 
I Somebody up there in Thomaston found his birthday this 
I time, and sent word to VHS principal Lloyd Mims that 
I Thomas was ineligible for basketball.

Mims immediately realized if Alvin was disqualified for 
I basketball, he should have been ineligible for football too 
I . . . which he was.

Even though the GHSA had cleared him for football, he 
I was still ineligible, and Valdosta still has to forfeit the two 
I games.

“There are some other things mentioned like fines and 
I suspension, but I don’t think this is a flagrant violation of

the rules at all,” GHSA Executive Secretary Bill For­
dham said. “They turned themselves in. We evidently just 
ran by the date. Both those games will go down as 1-0 
forfeits. I believe they have already sent letters of for­
feiture to those schools.

“They didn’t try to hide anything, and I’ve never known 
them to be any other way.” .

On a day when bright spots were as rare as spotted 
zebras, Hyder thought he found one.

“Well, this should get the number one thing off our

z/^A^^-

^^^^f I

Chason
Times Sports Editor

Alvin Thomas: VHS Career Is Over
back,” he said of the Wildcats’ number one ranking in the 
Associated Press state class AAA poll. “I thought it was a 4 
little early for that anyway.”

As a team, the Wildcats seemed to take the news about 
as well as anybody, probably a lot better than their 
parents and supporters.

‘‘I bet we’re the only team in the state averaging 45 
points a game with two losses,” one of them said.

Most agreed it was possible to come back and still win 
the region title. Beating the remaining four subregion foes 
would almost guarantee the ’Cats being in the region 
playoff, unless Crisp won all four of its remaining 
subregion games.

And while all the excited talk and speculation was going 
on, Thomas stood quietly with a few friends. He looked 
odd in street clothes among his team mates.

It was hard not to think about those long summer camp 
practices, the drudgery of the two weeks of practice 
before the first game, playing in the first two games of 
what was supposed to be his final and best year and finally 
to be told he couldn’t play any more.

Games are lifeless objects that are won and lost every 
day. Alvin Thomas will never win his senior year back.



Wildcats To Forfeit
First Two Games

Receiver Found 
To Re Ineligible

Lowndes Fifth “Times 9-^/-77

TIosta Remains
Atop AAA Poll
ATLANTA (AP) — Newton 

County’s second victory in 
two years was a sweet one as 
it knocked off Griffin of 
Class AAA 3-0 over the 
weekend in a Georgia high 
school football game to drop 
the Bears from fourth to 
seventh in this week’s 
rankings.

An Associated Press panel 
of sportswriters and 
broadcasters had little 
trouble picking Valdosta, 
Americus, East Rome and 
Lincoln County to maintain 
top spots in Classes AAA, A A, 
A and B. All were victorious 
over the weekend.

Class B
1. Lincoln Co. (2-0) 100
2. Bremen (4-0) 89
3. Pelham (3-0) 71
4. Reidsville (2-0-1) 67
5. Jefferson (3-1) 60
6. Buford (1-1-1) 39
7. Charlton Co. (3-0) 27
8. Gordon Lee (4-0) 19
9. Macon Co. (2-1) 16

10. Wst Point (2-2) 13
Other nominated: Atkinson Co. (1-1-1), 

Hogansville (2-1) Mt. de Sales (1-2), Mt. 
Zion (1-11), Rabun Co. (2-1-1), Savannah 
Country Day (1-2), Union Co. (3-0-1) and 
Wheeler Co. (2-0-1).

Griffin, picked by sport­
swriters to be a major con­
tender for the AAA state 
championship this season, 
had managed only a 14-0 
victory over Rockdale County 
and a 14-7 defeat of Central of 
Macon this month.

Here is a complete listing of the top 10 
teams in all classifications, their records, 
points received on a scale of 10-to-l from 
10 members of the AP board and other 
teams nominated for the poll:

Class AAA
1. Valdosta (2-0) 93
2. Warner Robins (3-0) 90
3. Clarke Central (3-0) 68
4. Richmond Acad. (3-0) 66
5. Lowndes (3-0) 55
6. Benedictine (3-0) 43
7. Griffin (2-1) 24
8. Peachtree (3-0) 18
9. S.W. DeKalb (3-0) 15

10. Butler (3-0) 12
-ti e Thomasville (2-0) 12

Other nominated: Cedar Shoals (3-1X, 
Dougherty (2-0), LaGrange (1-1), Lake\ 
side (2 1), Laney (3-;), Newnan (2 0)/ 
Northside-W.R. (2-1), R.E. Lee (2-1), 
Statesboro (3-0) and Wheeler (3-1).--------

Class AA
1. Americus (3-0) 90
2. Woodward Acad. (3-0) 87
3. Fayette Co. (4-0) 74
4. Ware Co. (2-0) 60
5. Dublin (3-0) 56
6. Swainsboro (2-0) 41
7. Dalton (2-1) 36
8. Stephens Co. (3-0) 33
9. Avondale (2-1) 23

10. Lakeshore (3-0) 21
Other nominated: Appling Co. (2-1), I 

Chattooga (2-0-1), Coffee (2-0), Decatur I 
(2-0), Dodge Co. (2-1), Gainesville (2-1-1-), k 
Peach Co. (3-0), Perry (3-1), Ridgeview F 
(2-0), Waycross (2-0) and Westminster (2 1

By MIKE CHASON
Valdosta, the number one 

ranked class AAA high school 
football team in the state, has 
forfeited its first two games 
of the season, according to 
VHS principal Lloyd Mims.

“We’ve got to forfeit to 
Crisp County and Bainbridge 
because we played an 
ineligible player in those 
games,” Mims said.

Mims said tight end Alvin 
Thomas has been declared 
ineligible after playing in 
Valdosta’s 40-14 victory over 
Crisp County as well as a 50- 

■ 13 win over Bainbridge.
Mims said Thomas turned 

19 years old on Feb. 16 this 
year. He said the rule states 
an athlete can not turn 19 
before May 1.

“We sent in our football 
eligibility sheets and didn’t 
catch it,” Mims said. “They 
didn’t even catch it at the 
state (Georgia High School 
Association) office 

■ “But then when we were 
sending in our basketball 
eligibility forms, we caught 
it.

“I’m just sorry for the 
boys. If anybody’s to blame, I 
am. It’s just one of those 
things.”

Region 1-AAA is subdivided 
for the first time this season.

and Valdosta’s win over Crisp 
was a north subregion game. 
Bainbridge campaigns in the 
south subregion.

Thomas has been a starter 
for the Wildcats the past two 
seasons. He was named an 
offensive co-captain of the 
squad this year.

After failing to catch a pass 
in Valdosta’s opener, the 6-3, 
190-pounder latched on to 
three passes for 43 yards and 
one touchdown against 
Bainbridge.

Even with the losses, 
Valdosta still has a chance to 
make the region playoff with 
subregion games remaining 
against Dougherty (Albany), 
Tift County (Tifton), Monroe 
(Albany) and Albany High 
School.

Winning those games would 
assure the Wildcats of at least 
a playoff unless Crisp County 
won all its remaining 
subregion games.

If two teams wound up in a 
tie for the subregion title, the 
champion would be deter­
mined by which one won the 
two teams’ regular season 
meeting.

If more than two teams are 
involved in a tie, the cham­
pion would be determined by 
the best regular season 
record among the tied teams.

With a 1-0 subregion record 
and 1-1 overall mark, Crisp 
County has the most to gain 
from the forfeits.

“That’s sort of a shock.” 
Crisp head coach Ferrell 
Henry said. “I don’t know 
how to react. I hate for it to 
happen. They were off to a 
great start with a great team.

“I’m certain it was unin­
tentional. I’m really 
shocked.”

Bainbridge coach Miller 
Shealy said “I’m dumb­
founded. I can’t believe it.

“It’s easy to make 
mistakes like they did. I’m 
not upset with Valdosta at all.

“I’m sorry it happened. ”
Valdosta head coach Nick 

Hyder was unavialable for 
comment.

Class A
1. East Rome (3-0) 99
2. Seminole Co. (2-0) 83
3. Early Co. (2-0) 67
4. Commerce (3-1) 64
5. Mary Persons (3-0) 47
6. North Springs (2 0 1) 41
7. Wilkinson Co. (2-0) 38
8. Bowdon (2-1) 33
9. Vidalia (1-1) v 24

10. Central Gwinnett (-0) 16
Other nominated: Claxton (3-0), Clinch 

Co. (1-1), George (2-0), Irwin Co. (1-2-1), 
Johnson Co. (2 1) Lamar Co. (2-1) Man­
chester (31 and Oconee Co. (2-0).
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A; Tech Tales of Woe
Fla ^/^lT.?™ O^'V 
I ivv Ry KARL )

Times-Union Correspondent
ATLANTA — The Georgia Tech de­

fensive secondary drew lots of attention 
before the season started. Tales of woe 
that would do Bear Bryant justice emanat 
ed from Grant Field in early September. 
Then the season started and the tears be-
gan to dry.

Freshman Lawrence Lowe played 
strong safety in the season opener against 
South Carolina and helped anchor the pass 
defense. Lowe, a native of Valdosta, re­
tained a pass for a touchdown last week 
against Tennessee. It was his second pick­
off of the season Earlier he had grabbed 
one against Miami.

Lowe played defensive secondary for 
Valdosta High School last year, after mov­
ing from split end. “I like playing defense 
a lot better than playing split end. I just 
don’t like the opposing split end, so I like 
playing defense,” he said.

George Atkinson of the Oakland Raid­
ers is the person Lowe wants to model 
himself after. “I really admire Atkinson. 
In fact, I really admire the entire Oakland 
secondary. They play hard and with inten­
sity. I don’t think that’s dirty football.

“That’s why I don’t like the other 
team’s split end. If you like the guy, you 
don’t play with the same intensity against 
him,” said Lowe.

Lowe, despite a tough attitude during 
the game, admits to getting butterflies be­
fore he takes the field. “I think everyone 
gets butterflies for a few minutes before 
the games, especially wnen there arc 
82,000 people in the stands. Once you get 
out on the field though you just concen­
trate on the} game and everything settles 
down.”

Lowe settled down last week when he 
picked off a Tennessee pass and returned 
it 49 yards for a touchdown. “I just 
stepped in front of the ball and caught it. 
I looked down field and the only orange

jersey I could see was the quarterback. 
Someone picked him up and I got in easi­
ly,” the ^foot-4%, 200-pounder said.

Lowe had no problems deciding to go 
to Georgia Tech. “I came to three or four 
football games last fall. The Notre Dame 
game was the icing on the cake. I thought 
Tech played my kind of football game,” he 
said.

Lowe could have gone to other 
schools — he was actively recruited by 
Alabama, Georgia and South Carolina in 
addition to Tech. “Coach Rodgers made 
the difference. He is different in his ap­
proach from Bryant, (Georgia Coach 
Vince)Dooley and (South Carolina Coach 
Jim) Carlen. Rodgers made me feel like I 
was going to treat him like a man, and he 
was going to treat me like a man.”

Another reason that made Lowe 
selecte Tech was his family. Lowe, the 
youngest of four children, wanted to stay 
close to home. “My mother has been sick­
ly of late. Since I was the youngest and the 
last to leave, I felt like I ought to stay 
close to home,” he said.

Lowe is a freshman playing in an in­
experienced secondary. Only Don Bessil- 
heu and Don Patterson, both juniors, had 
played any college football before the sea­
son started. The rest of the secondary con­
sists of freshman or walk-ons.

Lowe has had to make several adjust­
ments in his style of play since coming to 
Tech. “In high school I played the ball a 
lot more and gc^ more interceptions. Now 
I’m more concerned with stopping the run. 
I play against the offensive lineman more 
than I did in Valdosta. Everything consid­
ered, I think our coach, Jack Westbrook 
(Tech’s defensive backfield coach), has 
done a heck of a job.”

Lowe hasn’t had any regrets about

Lawrence Lowe Pulls Down Air Force Runner for Ao Gain

coming to Tech. “I haven’t had much time 
for anything other than football and 
studying. Still 1 like the atmosphere and 
the people. Everyone is friendly around 
here,” he added.
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Love is a j

GHSA RULES PLAYER INELIGIBLE
The mail: .
“Tell me how you broke into my apartment anc 

filched my diary? I read in the Monday, Sept. 12 Constitu

Valdosta Forced to
By STEVE FIGEUGOA

Constitution Prep Editor

. Valdosta High School, The Constitu­
tion’s top ranked AAA high school 
football team, has been forced to for­
feit its first two games of the season.

Wide receiver Alvin Thomas was 
declared ineligible Wednesday by the 
Georgia High School Association be­
cause of his age. He turned 19 Feb. 
10. Under GHSA rules an athlete who

reaches his 19th birthday before May 
1 in the year he wants to compete is 
iD Thus Valdosta has to forfeit its 40­
14 victory over Crisp County and 50- 

sheets and didn’t catch it, said 
Valdosta High School PrinclPal L’°Xj 
Mims. “They didn’t even catch it in 
the state office.

"I’m just sorry for the boys,” Mims 
“If anybody is to blame, I am.

Valdosta^ Head Coach Nick Hyder 
said the problem arose when the 
school sought to have Thomas de­
clared eligible for basketball season, tlrough GHSA office in Thomas-

*°The losses knock the Wildcats out of 
first place in the sub-region 1-AAA 
North standings. Prior to the forfeits

Grizzard

tion (Atlanta’s 10 Most Ineligible 
Bachelors) about my ex-beaus 
You didn’t just create those people 
—they exist. Half of them were 
(my) blind dates. You know the 
type—they appear at your apart­
ment, and you wish you were 
blind. Or deaf. Or both.

“Even my brother noticed the 
similarity between Garret Gam- 
mel and one of my dates. Garret 
met an untimely demise, though, 
when someone dropped an ash on 
his leisure suit and it exploded.”

Lynn Anderson
Athens

Dear Lynn: It couldn't have 
happened tn ^ nir^r o^n





The Game~^—^2|'^
Viking Injuries Make Valdosta Favorite

If I could pre-paint tonight’s Valdosta-Lowndes game, 
I’d color it a high-scoring, thrill-a-minute chiller with a 
slam-bang finish. Maybe even have one team (it doesn’t 
Tiatter which one) go for two with no time on the clock to 
win j .But those kind of games are predominate only in the 
mind of a neutral sportswriter. Scripts like that just aren’t 
written on the high school football field on too many 
Friday nights.

So what kind of game will it be?
One fan, who must have supreme confidence in the 

Wildcats, has already spotted Lowndes 28 points. Another 
refuses to give the Vikings any. He wants to bet the game 
exactly even. And if Lowndes had Jody Wilson, Robin 
McElroy and Terry Cooper available for action, he’d 
probably be right.

But the Vikings are without the services of the explosive 
McElroy and the reliable play of Wilson and Cooper, 
according to LHS Head Coach Joe Wilson. He says not one 
member of the trio will play. But it’s going to be awful 
tough to keep his own son from playing against a team he 
nlaved for just last season. The younger Wilson tran­
sferred to Lowndes after football season last year.

But if anybody can beat Valdosta, Lowndes is the team 
that has the potential. The Wildcats have already disposed 
of Dougherty and Thomasville and don’t have to play 
Central. That leaves Tift and relatively weak Albany and 
Westover. Tift might be a problem, but not an in­
surmountable one. So, Lowndes could be the only team 
keeping the ’Cats from a perfect regular season.

There’s nobody in the city or the county who wouldn’t 
like to see the two teams meet again in the Region 1-AAA 
title game. If they do, somebody better reserve the 
Superdome.

In my mind, the real key to the game tonight is the

Mike

Chason
Times Sports Editor

Lowndes’ injury factor. But even completely healthy, the 
Vikings may be just a shade less talented than the 
Wildcats at this point. Sometimes that extra ounce of 
talent makes a difference. Sometimes it doesn’t. Tonight 
I think it will. Valdosta, 20-14.

Last week’s record was 17-3 for an overall 80 percent 
mark of 112-28.

’ CLINCH AT BERRIEN
If Lowndes and Valdosta weren’t playing, this would be 

the top game of the week in the local area. The teams are 
identical in almost every aspect. Both are 3-3 overall and 
1-1 in the Region 2-A (South) subregion. The loser tonight 
can start looking toward the end of the season. The winner 
will still have a spark of life for a playoff berth. There’s 
absolutely no way to distinguish between the two, so 
here’s a nod to the Rebels because of the home field ad­
vantage and two weeks rest. Berrien, 15-14.

BROOKS AT CAMDEN
Brooks County’s Trojans lost a tough one to Coffee last 

week and are anxious to get their helmets on straight

to^ght. Camden’s Wildcats have won two straight in­
cluding a 16-12 victory over Coffee. Playing in the Wildcat 
lair might give Ed Hayes’ team some problems. Camden 
14-6.

WARE AT COOK
With an 0-6 record. Cook’s Hornets are playing the 

Rodney Dangerfield role this year and getting no respect 
from anyone. Ware is undefeated and putting the Gator 
bite on any team that bares its head. Everything points to 
another long night for Tom Bailey’s Hornets. Ware, 35-0.

CHIEFLAND AT HAMILTON
Hamilton County’s Trojans fought, and I use the word in 

the physical sense. Chiefland for a 7-0 win last season. Coy 
Whitener is undoubtedly proud to have the rematch on his 
own field. His Trojans should make him even prouder 
tonight. Hamilton, 21-6.

FAMU AT MADISON
Florida A&M High School’s Rattlers have sung a 3-3 

melody so far this season. Madison’s Cougars have 
emitted but one victory chant in five games. That means 
Lavaughn Bell might be ringing in the second half of the 
Madison season on a sour note. FAMU. 20-10.

OTHER GAMES
Thomasville and Dougherty square up in Albany tonight 

in a battle of Region 1-AAA opposite subregion toughies. 
Thomasville is just off that big confidence-building win’ 
over Central while Dougherty is coming off a 
demoralizing loss to Bainbridge. It’s been awhile since 
Dougherty lost two straight. Dougherty, 24-16.

Also. Central over Albanv. Moultrie over Crisp. Tift 
over Westover, Bainbridge over Monroe, Waycross over 
Appling, Fitzgerald over Cairo, Worth over Coffee, Early 
over Turner, Seminole over Mitchell, Jeff Davis over 
Bacon, Atkinson over Blackshear, Irwin over Brantley 
and Villa Rica over Model.

Valdosta Band Festival

Southern Open Next Week
By Times Staff Writer

Twenty-five high school bands, including 2,973 band 
members, are to perform here next Saturday in Valdosta 
High School’s second annual Southern Open Band 
Festival.

Of those bands, 24 are to be competing for a gold plaque 
wiU) the 25th, the host Valdosta Marchin’ Cats, per­
forming a demonstration.

The event, started last year by then VHS band director 
Frank Butenschon, after two years in the planning stages, 
has quickly grown into a prestigious affair, according to 
new VHS director Mike Chapman.

Included in the bands returning are four of the five 
finalists from the 1976 festival, won by South Cobb High 
School of Marietta.

The defending champions won’t be able to defend their 
title because of a prior commitment, he said.

However, four other finalists, Largo, Fla., Sprayberry, 
Tift County High of Tifton, and Nathan B. Forrest of 
Jacksonville, Fla., are to be on hand.

Also competing are Effingham County of Springfield, 
Ga., which missed the finals by two tenths of a point last 
year and Hardaway of Columbus.

Lowndes is also entering the competition for the first 
time this year, Chapman said.

Ten judges are to be on hand for the contest with two 
each judging the bands on music performance, marching 
and maneuvering and general effects.

One each is to judge each band on drum majors,

majorettes, color guard and timing and penalties
In all, 90 trophies, are to be given away besides the 

overall winner’s plaque, Chapman added.
The bands are to begin competition at 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday with each band allowed from five to 10 minutes 
of playing time. A new band is to take to the field every 15 
minutes.

Tickets are good for the entire day and are now on sale 
for $4 for reserve seat and $2 for general admission.

Other bands entered in the meet include Bainbridge, 
Pebblebrook, Hudson, Fla., Jacksonville (Fla.) Christian, 
Pelham, S.E. Bulloch of Statesboro, Irwin County of 
Ocilla.

Madison, Fla., Florala, Ala., Berrien County of Nash­
ville, Ga., Cook of Adel, Americus, Powers of Decqtur, 
Carver of Columbus, Glynn Academy of Brunswick, and 
Albany.

Last year heavy rains plagued the contest which saw 
three-fourths of the tickets sold. Chapman said officials 
are hoping for better weather this year but nevertheless 
the program must continue.

The contest grossed $13,000 and netted $3,000 to the VHS 
band last year, Chapman said. He added officials are 
working with a $10,000 budget again this year.

Except for a 12 noon-1:30 p.m. lunch break, the initial 
competition is to stretch until 5:30p.m.

The top five finalists are to return at 8 p.m. to repeat 
their performances with the overall winner to be named 
then, Chapman said.

>V£) OA\LYT/M£S
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Tift County linebacker Ricky Booth (63) 
and Valdosta quarterback Buck Belue ap­
pear to be doing “the bump” at Friday 
night's high school football game here. 
Actually. Tift’s Blue Devils were the only

things that got bumped, as Valdosta boogied 
to a 31-0 Region 1-AAA triumph. Stories of 
the Valdosta-Tift and other games are on 
pages 6 and 7. — Times Staff Photo by 
Robert Winter III.

VHS Singers Honored^? \
Valdosta High School’s Choir and Girls’ Emscmble 

have received top honors at the Liberty Beil Music I 
Festival at Beaver College in Philadelphia

According to director Herman Revels Jr . the VHS I 
groups received an outstanding and excellent rating in the I 
competition at the first annual event this past weekend

The choir and ensemble were among 27 groups from 
Georgia. Florida, Delaware. Virginia, Connecticut and 
Ohio, Revels said

The VHS Choir received an outstanding rating, the only 
such rating at the event. The ensemble received an ex-1 
cellent, one of three such ratings awarded, he said

Revels said prominent musicians and music educators i 
were judges in the event

In Uniform
rst traded. I 
zier said. “I 
King for a lot 
igslike that, 
made up my 
rization went 
*et me. They 
ne. but they 
ne. How do

you turn down an 
organization like that? We’re 
family already, and I’m 
playing for the same contract 
I had in New York.”

The flashy lifestyle is 
gone— no all night disco­
hopping. even if he could find 
one—at least for now. he said.

‘‘I sneaked into town 
quietly—10 o'clock at 
night—and that’s quiet.

“I’m living with (Cavalier 
center) Jim Chones and his 
family. I haven’t had time to 
look for a place, and it’s 
better than a motel. There 
are no mirrors on the ceilings 
in Jim’s place. He has 
mirrors in the living room.

Williams

VHS Defenses

ed With Fine Fight* Off
in a game 

« 117-112. 
ejected and 
e remainder 
md another 
sday night 
. suffering 
Sucks caljg^u

The Laker record stands at 
l-l so far without Jabbar. His 
7-foot replacement, James 
Edwards, a rookie from 
Washington, is expected to 
have difficulties when 
matched against established 

^‘ftT’nfe^Reg^on 1-aaa piayon

Tragedy
W^FFA^ < AP> - Chuck 
Williams is trying to Con- 
hln wl ^"^ on hasket- 
dr ft b ^ ^ 'etS his m‘nd 
drift his thoughts are of 
tragedy.

Thp ^soft-spoken Buffalo

ted on another 
15-14 contest.

hlete,” Hyder 
fic areas since 
n good at all of

'layer,” Wilson 
'fense, and he’s 
is kicking is a

ilk about him 
i-dandy. This is 
• he can kick it 
on the field.” 
never beaten 

>e within five 
(son when they 
ich time on the

jo late scores to

3° pm. contest 
earned them the
AA statewide.
•S high as fifth

p^sinn?® SeaS°" bul hasnt racked the

Statistics-wise, Lowndes is the leading 
of llTit amJn the region w“h a" average

Va^T <«rds Per game average 
th^r^o^h^d n^"? beS‘ rUShing ,eam in 
208.8^a^per Bamg "^ * A'bany ’ Wi,h a 
10th with a H3 67 v^d average. Lowndes is

Defensively Low^ gam e a verage 
against the run holdin tOf>S ” the reRion 
yards per game on th opponen‘s to M 33 third again?? the X ^ ground Valdosta » 
Per game g,v,ng up 1,9 83 yards
yards^e^game pTs'e®d °pponents to 67 33 

average in the league 8/own^ ^’h ^^ 
against the air game oi L°wndes is eighth 
game. game’ g,v,n8 up 91.33 yards a 
entiredreg?On°?\‘^ subregion and the 

Lowndes leads the "ou^ V’ ave™^^ 
second overall with a 27’ M ave^ a"d ‘“ ROBERT BALDWIN 

Can Kick Too
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«J]?Z* ?7 ? “^ footba" 8am* Friday night at Martin 
„ hTdLlhf be9t seat they could find WNch. in this case 

was none. The more than <wuu—^------ -

‘Ringside ’ Seats
late. These fans had it better than some who never made it to
watch Lowndes High defeat Valdosta High. — Times Staff

Valdosta Not
Lowndes 7, Valdosta 2

Some said it would never happen, but before a sellout 
crowd of 10.000 fans at Martin Stadium, it did... Lowndes 
beat Valdosta. The game featured the two top-scoring 
offenses in Region 1-AAA but both were shut down by two 
outstanding defensive efforts. Bill Schreffler’s 80-yard 
interception return accounted for the lone Lowndes’ 
score. Valdosta scored on a safety on LHS quarterback 
Kenny Luke. It was the first win ever for the Vikings over 
their cross-county rivals. —

Out of Woods
If Nick HyAr appears a bit preoccupied these days, 

don't worry. He's got good reason And so. according to 
several region 1-AAA coaches, does anyone else who follows

Figueroa

’Cats To Host Thomasville

the fortunes of the Valdosta High School 
football team.

. Despite the fact Valdosta currently 
k shows a 7-1 record and is coming off a 
1 very important sub-region victory over 
" Tift County. Hyder's Wildcats may still 
। have to sweat it out until Nov I. or 

possibly even later, before they know if
L a playoff berth will be coming their 
J wa?

A verv interesting situation has de- 
■ veloped in^ub-region 1-AAA North from 

Valdosta’s use of an ineligible player in 
the first two games of the season.

By Times Staff Writer
Valdosta and Thomasville are to meet in 

the Region 1-AAA high school football 
championship game at Cleveland Field here 
Friday night at 7:30 p.m.

Officials from the two schools met in 
Quitman this morning o flip a coin to decide 
the site of the game, and Valdosta won the 
toss.

The Wildcats claimed the north subregion
title with a 5-0 record.

Coach Nick Hyder’s Valdosta team is 9-1 
on the season and owner of a 26-0 win over 
Thomasville in the third game of the year.

Thomasville, coached by Jim Hughes. is 7­
3 overall and took the south subregion 
championship with a win over Lowndes 
Friday night. The Bulldogs wound up 4-1 in 
subregion action.

The winner of Friday’s game moves on to 
the first round of the state playoffs against 
Benedictine, a Savannah school which 
finished its season with a 10-0 record Friday 
night.

Initially. Georgia High School Association Executive 
Secretary Bill Fordham ruled that Valdosta would have to 
forfeit the two games in which the over-age player partici­
pated. That ruling was reduced to a 11.000 fine, however, 
after 5 Valdosta appeal.

Now, the latest legal move finds an appeal of the appeal 
which will result in the case being heard before the full M- 
member GHSA State Executive Committee on Nov. 8.

“The appeal board overturned my ruling and Cn^ 
County protested,” explained Fordham. ’ They can t totally 
protest, however, since their school wasn't pain of the origi­
nal decision, so 1 appealed for them so they could be heard.**

The general feeling around 1-AAA is that Valdosta to 
^v ' to loSc this final appeal ^hich may mean only a Mem­

' on the Wildcat record Th^ is a chance though, that an 
unfavorable ruling could keep Valdosta from making the 
playoffs.

“I think the committee is going to rule against 
Valdosta.” said one 1-AAA head coach, who wished to remain 
anonymous. “Most people think the original forfeit ruling 
would have stood through the first appeal if it had been any­
body but Valdosta.

“In other words, the feeling around here is that Valdosta 
bought it ”

If enough members of the executive committee feel the 
way that coach does, Dougherty could wind up representing 
1-AAA North in the region playoff. It’s only a chance, but it 
is possible.

Here’s what has to happen:
First, the appeal must go against Valdosta.
Then, Crisp County must beat both Tift County and 

Albany on Nov. 4 and 11. respectively.
Next, Dougherty must beat Monroe and Moultrie.
And, finally, Valdosta must beat Albany this weekend.
If all those things occur, Valdosta, Crisp and Dougherty 

would be tied with 4-1 sub-region records.
The championship of the sub-region would then be de­

cided on overall record against opponents of the same classi­
fication, as specified in the GHSA rulebook, and the title 
would go to Dougherty, which would be 8-2 as compared to 7­
3 for Valdosta and 6-4 for Crisp County

u. - “‘TVs definitely possible,'* said Hyder. We know it is. 
We re just hoping it doesn't come to that

“We* feel the original ruling (to forfeit the games) was 
too severe and we re hoping the executive committee agrees 

• with us.”
Until then, however, or until Crisp or Dougherty loses a 

game, Hyder must simply sit and wait, rather uncomfortably.



Defense! Defense! Defense!
Lowndes Knocks Off Valdosta

By Ken klani

TheEndOf The Line: Lowndes’ Linebacker Ronnie Adkins (55) Closes The Door On Ernest King;

Letters To The Editor i me ^

State Crown Not The Only Thing
Sir: If there are numerous 

people in Valdosta as 
discribed in a recent sports 
article, then I am disap­
pointed in these supposedly 
loyal Wildcat football fans. If 
there are only a few such 
individuals, then I question 
your taste in publishing such 
an article.

I have been a Wildcat fan 
for years. I cheer when they 
win and I shed a tear or two 
when they lose, but I have
never thought that the 
coaching staff should be 
replaced when things don’t go 
the way I think they should. 
Sure, I would like to have a 
state championship every 
once in a while, but I know 
that that’s a hard thing to 

Out of all thecome by.

the young athletes he is 
guiding.

I wish I could say the same 
for some of the other coaches
in the region. I kinda 
that most people want 
Valdosta has, a man 
integrity, pride and

think 
what 
with
com- 
wantpassion. That’s what I „ 

leading our young people.
football teams in the country.

_ I get to see a coaching staff 
me. Do they call at 4 a m. and that knows how to conduct

How anyone would call at 4 
a.m. and criticize is beyond

praise him when the ‘Cats 
win? I doubt it. Do they call 
the players who missed their 
assignments on plays called 
by the coach?

You know, if these same 
people would take the same 
interest in the rest of the 
school system we would 
certainly turn out some great 
scholars.

I believe that we must get 
this whole thing back in 
perspective. Football is a 
minor part of the school 
system. At least it should be. 
It is a high school game 
played by high school kids for 
the enjoyment of other high 
school kids.

Unfortunately we have 
some kids that range 
anywhere from 19 to 90 years 
of age. For the adults the high 
school game should be en­
tertainment. Nobody makes

or loses a fortune over these 
games, but some people can 
sure make life miserable for 
others when a game is lost.

I for one get the best $3 
worth of entertainment that 
can be found. I get to see a 
nationally famous band, and 
yes, they lose once in a while. 
I get to see one of the better

Enough A bout Hyder Is Enough
Sir: After reading an article 

in last Thursday’s edition by 
sports editor Mike Chason 
concerning Valdosta High 
School football coach Nick 
Hyder, I feel like enough is 
enough.

Mr. Chason had headline 
stories telling of how 
Lowndes defeated Valdosta 
and I think that was more 
coverage than was really 
necessary, but when Thur­
sday’s edition came out with 
still another story I almost 
threw up.

Furthermore, I feel like 
someone should speak up for 
Valdosta High and coach 
Nick Hyder. Don’t you think 
Mr. Chason was being a little

themselves, and I get to sit 
among many good and 
compassionate fans. I hope 
that I do not have to sit with 
the other kind, whomever 
they may be.

I want to wish the very best 
luck to the team and coaching 
staff regardless whether or 
not they are the state 
champions for the next 100 
years.

Jack Cotterly

unfair when he stated how 
Lowndes “stuck it to 
Valdosta”? I hardly call a 
score of 7-2 sticking it to 
anyone no matter who won 
the game. The simple facts are 
that Lowndes got the biggest 
breaks, and that is how they 
won.

Also, what is Mr. Chason 
trying to prove when he 
suggests Coach Hyder's job 
may be on the line. Is he 
trying to divide the Valdosta 
High School fans, students 
and football players? Who 
would they hire anyway? 
Perhaps Mr. Chason thinks 
he could do the job. I thought 
it was ridiculous when they 
ran Charlie Greene out of 
town. He was a good coach,

and I believe that Nick Hyder 
is a good coach also.

I don’t think Joe Wilson, 
Nick Hyder, Charlie Greene, 
or anyone else will ever 
surpass the records set by 
Wright Bazemore. It’s time 
for the people around here to 
realize that no person, not 
even the Dallas Cowboys’ 
coach, Tom Landry, will ever 
by able to do what Wright 
Bazemore did.

And I don’t think the 
Valdosta Times will ever 
fully replace the late Mr. 
Sammy Glassman as sports 
editor. You certainly haven’t 
come close as yet!

C. Jerry Bennett
107 E. Moore St.





Vikes In Close One, 
’CatsTo Win Ninth
Two years worth of Friday nights ago, I attended the 

Lowndes-Thomasville game in Veterans Memorial 
Stadium expecting exactly what I saw. The end result was 
a 41-0 Thomasville victory over the Vikings, who fought 
right to the very end but just couldn’t match the Bulldog 
offensive fireworks.

Thomasville knew it had a date with Valdosta in the 
Region 1-AAA playoff. All Lowndes knew was that it was 
the last game of another long and dreary season.

But times have changed.
Tonight, the two teams meet again, and this time both of 

them know a victory means a spot in the region title game 
against those same Valdosta Wildcats.

Never has a Lowndes-Thomasville game meant so 
much.

The Vikings’ never-give-an-inch defense has had a lot of 
success against teams which don’t feature much of a 
passing attack. The Bulldogs are such a team but they do 
have in uniform one individual, Roosevelt Andrews, who’s 
capable of cracking the long one anytime. If Andrews is 
contained, Lowndes should win the game.

That is, if Kenny Luke has his throwing arm warmed up 
the minute the Vikings take the field. If Steve Thomas is 
hobbled by his ankle injury, Luke may be forced to go to 
the air more than he has in the last three games. But as 
Joe Wilson says, Lowndes “makes its living throwing the 
ball.”

Here’s a 14-10 Lowndes’ win to set up the showdown of 
showdowns against Valdosta next week.

Last week’s record was 18-2 to push the overall 82 
percent mark to 164-36.

WESTOVER AT VALDOSTA
At Cleveland Field here tonight, fans are going to get a 

chance to watch the team with the best record in Region 1- 
AAA going against the team with the worst record in the 
same league. Valdosta is the only team with just one loss, 
and Westover is the only team without a win.

It should make for a long night for the Patriots, and a 
chance for the Valdosta band to blow its heart out with 
numerous instant replays of the Valdosta Fight Song. 
Look for the Valdosta defense, which seems to be getting 
better and better, to hold the Patriots out of the end zone 
and the Wildcat offense to find the goal line at its leisure.

If you want to catch the Buck Belue show, come early. 
The talented senior quarterback could be playing no more 
than the first three quarters in what might be his last 
game over at Cleveland Field. The site of the region 
championship game is to be decided by a coin flip and all 
possible state playoff games are to be out of town.

Valdosta in a romp, 42-0.
COOK AT BROOKS

If you are looking for an emotion-charged game with no 
, holds barred, this one might rank right up there with 

Lowndes at Thomasville. Neither Cook nor Brooks is 
going to win any subregion or region titles this season. All 
either is interested in is a win, any kind of win.

Cook’s Hornets have lost 20 consecutive game over 
three seasons. Brooks won one game (against Cook) last 
season and has won only two this season. The Trojans 
nipped Cairo 26-21 at the final gun last week.

Make that a two-game win streak. Brooks, 21-14.
BERRIEN AT BLACKSHEAR

For a season that started out with so much hope, things 
just haven’t fallen into place for Berrien’s Rebels. With a

Chason
Times Sports Editor

boxcar load of returning lettermen, it looked to be a 
promising year for the Rebs on the football field.

But the best laid plans of mice and men ...
Both teams are 3-6 heading into tonight’s game. 

However, Blackshear has won two of its last three. 
Berrien has lost four straight. Blackshear, 17-14.

UNION AT HAMILTON
On paper, Hamilton’s Trojans don’t have the numbers 

in their favor. The Union team from Lake Butler is 7-1 and 
rated in the state’s 10 best. Hamilton is 5-3 and has 
followed a win-lose, win-lose formula in its last six games.

But Ellis Singletary returns to the Trojan lineup tonight, 
and Coach Coy Whitener sees no reason why he shouldn’t 
be at nearly full speed. That’s bad news for Union, and 
good news for Hamilton backers.

Except for Lownes’ Ronnie Adkins, Singletary may be 
the best junior linebacker in these parts. Ellis also carries 
the ball and going against all the oddsmakers, here’s a 
vote for him to carry the Trojans right into the state 
playoffs. Hamilton, 21-17.

CLINCH AT JEFF DAVIS
If Clinch had fried Bacon last week, this game might 

have meant something. But now it has added significance 
only for Jeff Davis. For the first time in three years, the 
Panthers are out of the running for a post-season playoff 
berth.

That’s not going to stop Clinch from trying to make a 
game of it but Jeff Davis has bigger and better things 
planned for the future. Jeff Davis, 34-14.

JEFFERSON AT MADISON
Madison’s Cougars have only two more chances at 

victory this season. One is tonight against Jefferson, and 
the other is next week against Hamilton.

With only one victory in eight games, Lavaughn Bell 
would like nothing better than to wind up the 1977 cam­
paign on a high note. But Jefferson’s going to do all the 
singing tonight. Jefferson, 24-7.

OTHER GAMES
As far as playoff spots go, only the Lowndes- 

Thomasville game means anything in Region 1-AAA 
tonight. That’s right. No 3-way tie this year. The Tift- 
Bainbridge game might be the best of the rest. The nod 
goes to Tift to get its second 6-4 record under Gene Brodie.

Also, Crisp over Albany, Central over Monroe, 
Dougherty over Moultrie, Appling over Camden, Worth 
over Cairo, Fitzgerald over Coffee, Waycross over Ware, 
Early over Randolph, Seminole over Miller, Irwin over 
Bacon, Charlton over Patterson, and Turner over Terrell.

Vikes, 'Cats Open Playoffs Tuesday
By MIKE HAGOOD
Times Sports Writer

Lowndes and Valodsta are 
to do battle with the top two 
teams from Region 1-AAAA 
f North) on Tuesday.

Noel Goerge’s 1-AAAA 
(South) champion Vikings 
host the second place team 
from the North at Lowndes, 
while the Wildcats travel to 
Albany to meet Dougherty, 
the North champions.

VHS Coach Butch Brooks 
plans to go with Wayne 
Fugett in game one of the

double elimination tour­
nament. George is to choose 
between Buddy Pitzing and 
Jeff Stokes.

The Vikings opponent is 
still undecided. Tift County 
(Tifton) and Westover 
(Albany) ended up in a tie for 
second place after splitting a 
doubleheader Saturday. The 
two teams meet today a 4 
p.m. in a tie-breaker game.

The top Westover pitcher 
threw Friday and in the 
second game Saturday and 
may have to pitch today.

From the Westover angle, 
George should be given an 
edge, for this reason. The Tift 
pitchers might show a few

gibe BaIWta£ailo$im*$

SPORTS
signs of wear also, should the 
Blue Devils advance to the 
playoffs.

The tournament is set so 
the winners of Tuesday’s 
games are to meet and the 
losers are to meet Thursday. 
One team in the losers 
bracket is to be eliminated 
Thursday.

The site of Thursday’s 
games is to be decided by a 
coin flip. It is conceivable 
that Lowndes and Valdosta 
could meet again if they are 
winners Tuesday.

George and Brooks each 
felt that a neutral site, such 
as Blazer Field, would be

appropriate should the battle 
for Lowndes County come 
about.

A neutral site would allow 
the two local teams to split 
the gate recipts.

This is the first year the 
four-team playoff system has 
been used. George and 
Brooks had no complaints 
about the new system.

“It gives more teams a 
chance to prove themselves,” 
George said.

While George has to wait to 
see who he is to meet in game 
one, Brooks knows just what 
his Wildcats are up against. 
Dougherty has cruised 
through the 1-AAAA (North) 
season with only one 
subregion defeat, that to 
Westover.

The Dougherty ace, Chris 
Norman, is expected to be on 

• the hill, while Fugett stands 
his half inning. Brooks said, 
Fugett had won one more 
game than had been reported 
over the course of the season.

Fugett appeared in four

innings, rather than three, to 
qualify for a win in an earlier 
meeting with Thomasville, 
making him 4-4.

Ashley DeLoach is on tap to 
pitch the second playoff 
game. David New is to be 
used in a reliever’s role he 
has filled well late in the 
year. The junior right hander 
has three saves over the 
course of the year.

“Lowndes probably has the 
best all-around talent of all 
four teams,” Brooks said 
“When I say talent, I mean 
experience, too.”

The Vikings have shown 
possibly the top hitting attack 
in the region over the course 
of the season, but George is 
not predicting instant suc­
cess.

“We still have to beat 
them,” he said. “I’ll just have 
to play my game.”

Lowndes won the region 
title in 1975. Valdosta has 
reigned in the three years 
after that.



Valdosta High
takes aim with a bow and arrow while math teacher Mike 
Rogers explains mathematical reasoning in his roman toga this 
morning. The two were participating in the school's Dress-Up

School assistant football coach Bob Bolton

* <

BRYAN GRIFFIN 
Rookie Of Year

LEW RICHARDSON 
Student Of Year

BETH TOTH 
Horton AwardMARGARETAULTMAN 

Glenn Award
SHEREA WETHERINGTON 

Most Improved

When In Rome... Rob The Rich?
Day in preparation for tonight’s annual homecoming football 
game with Westover of Albany. — Times Staff Photos by Ken
Klanicki.

VHS DE Awards Hanquet Held
By Times Staff Writer

Supermarket manager 
James Parrish and school 
official Joella Blackburn 
are the new life members 
of the Valdosta High School 
Distributive Education 
Clubs of America chapter.

Parrish and Mrs. Black­
burn were cited for the 
club’s highest honors at the 
31st annual Employer­
Employee Banquet 
Thursday night.

In addition. the 
vocational - education club

cited five of its members
for outstanding
achievement during the 
year.

Parrish, who manages 
the Harvey’s supermarket 
in Castle Park, was singled 
out for his life membership 
as he has been involved 
with the VHS Distributive 
Education program for 20 
years. He has worked 
‘‘long hours helping 
students,” said DE club 
president Lew Richardson.

Mrs. Blackburn,

chairman of the Valdosta 
Board of Education, was 
cited for being ‘‘a strong 
supporter of our
program.” Richardson
said she “went above and 
beyond the call of duty” in 
helping the program.

The banquet meeting 
heard Valdosta State 
College President Hugh 
Bailey review the role of 
vocational education. He

• distributive 
Education provides contact 
with the real world of ideas

which helps to promote 
interest in academics.

“Distributive Education 
students are afforded an 
opportunity to form habits 
and attitudes which stand 
them in good stead in 
academics, and for the rest 
of their lives,” said Bailey

Students cited for special 
honors in the VHS 
distributive education club 
were:

Sherea Wetherington — 
Coordinator’s Award as the 
most improved student.

Bryan Griffin Rookie 
of the Year Award

WE Glenn Award 
Margaret Aultman

Warren Horton 
Memorial Award — Beth 
Toth.

Student of the Year — 
Lew Richardson, the club 
president.

Distributive education is 
a work - study program at 
the high school



Belue-Led I F armers
By MARTIN REGISTER
Valdosta’s Wildcats 

followed the spark provided 
by quarterback Buck Belue to 
a 50-0 blasting of hapless 
Westover in a regular-season­
ending high school football 
game here Friday night.

Belue rambled for 99 yards 
and two' touchdowns on nine 
carries and connected to

YARDSTICK
Valdosta Westover

First Downs 21 7
Yards Rushing 231 66
Yards Passing 137 79
Passes 9 18 3 9
Passes Intc. By 0 1
Fumbles Lost 1 3
Punting 2 30 6 28.6
Penalties 2 10 8-51

Valdosta receivers for 64 
more yards and two more 
scores through the air in his 
final regular season high 
school game.

The entire available 
Wildcat team got into action 
as Valdosta, the Region 1- 
AAA (North) titleholder, took 
advantage of every break in 
shellacking the Patriots, who 
ended their season winless in 
ten games.

As coach Nick Hyder’s 
Cats were romping past the 
Albany team, Thomasville 
was winning the region’s 
southern division crown by 
outrunning Lowndes 28-20.

Officials from Valdosta and 
Thomasville were to meet 
today in Quitman at 10 a.m., 
to hold the coin flip to decide 
the site of next week’s playoff 
game.

For Valdosta, 9-1, Friday’s 
game was little more than a 
warmup for Thomasville, a 
team it has already beaten 26­
0.

The Wildcats rolled up 21 
first downs, ground out 231 
yards along the ground and 
passed for 137 through the 
air.

For the Patriots, it was a 
fruitless trip. Two Westover 
buses were reportedly hit by 
a car enroute to Cleveland 
Field, where the team was hit 
by the 368-yard offensive 
effort of the Wildcats.

No Westover players were 
reported injured in the ac­

cident.
Westover time and again 

put itself in trouble, punting 
short after being held deep in 
its own territory by a 
swarming Valdosta defensive 
unit.

Lynn Roberts gave 
Valdosta its first score 
midway through the first 
period when he tagged the 
Westover punter, who had 
covered a bad snap in the 
Patriot end zone.

Earlier, a Wildcat thrust 
had been halted by an in­
terception at the Westover 5- 
yard-line, but Valdosta came 
roaring downfield to score 
late in the period when Belue 
turned a broken play into a 
22-yard gallop into the end 
zone.

’Dosta had taken the ball on 
downs at the Pat 42.

Minutes later, early in the 
second period, Belue scored 
for the second time on a 
keeper from 1 yard out. That 
score was set up when the 
luckless Patriots fumbled on 
their own 20-yard-line.

Valdosta blew downfield to 
score twice more before 
halftime, on drives of 61 
yards, and 23 yards following 
a blocked punt.

Split end John Lastinger, 
who scored twice and passed 
for another touchdown, 
capped the longer drive with 
a 7-yard scoring reception 
from Belue.

Ernest King gave the 
Wildcats a 29-0 halftime bulge 
with a 6-yard dash late in the 
half.

Valdosta continued to roll 
up yardage in the second half 
despite wholesale sub­
stitutions by Hyder and his 
staff.

William Gaskins plunged 
over from the 2-yard line, and 
Lastinger snagged his second 
touchdown reception of the 
night from Belue, an 8- 
yarder.

Then, in the final quarter, 
Lastinger, playing at 
quarterback, uncorked a 29- 
yard scoring pass to a wide-

open Kenny W 
It was Li 
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Want 
Changes

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) — 
The chairman of the House 
Agriculture Committee says 
he has no hope for a change in 
federal farm price supports 

..for producers before a 
planned nationwide strike, 
but he has promised to meet 
with farmers.

Rep. Thomas Foley, D- 
Wash., told reporters Friday 
that 100 percent parity to 
meet farmers’ costs of 
production could lead to 
government-con trolled 
agricultural production.

Foley, in Spokane for a 
Democratic fund-raiser, was 
a target for farmers 
protesting low prices.

About 750 farmers and 
cattlemen took a convoy 
through downtown.

“We don’t want to get 
people mad at us, but this is 
the only way we can publicize 
our plight,” said wheat 
rancher Art Thayer of Rath­
drum, Idaho. “The gover­
nment hasn’t publicized low 
prices or strikes — they’ve 
been discouraging publicity. 
They don’t want farm prices 
to go up.”

In a meeting with a few 
farmers at his office, Foley 
said he will not give 
producers advice on whether 
to strike.

He promised to convene a 
special subcommittee 
hearing in the Northwest 
early next month to hear 
farmers’ complaints and try 
to reach a compromise with 
them on target prices.

Farmers say they will 
strike Dec. 14 if Congress 

• - -«♦ omrimv □ crrirnltura 1

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing: Valdosta — Belue 9-99, King 9­

71, Lastinger 2-27, Gaskins 4-23, Bond 5-10, 
Council 2 4, Wilcpx 1-3, Smith 1-3, Fletcher 
12, welch 3 minus 1, Westover — Bryant 19 
71, Sancho 8 30, Strickland 1-1, Whatley 10 
minus 36.

Passing: Valdosta — Belue 5 12 1-64, 
Bond 3-5 0-44, Lastinger 1 1-0 29; Westover 
— Whatley 2 7-0-59, Strickland 1 2-0-20.

Pass Receiving: Valdosta — Lastinger 4­
55, Washington 1 29, Blair 2-18, Hankins 1­
18, Smith 1-17; Westover — Bryant 1-45, 
Borders 1 20, Strickland 1-14.

Punt Returns: Valdosta — Thomas 1-0, 
Gaskins 10; Westover — Harden 4.

Kickoff Returns: Valdosta — Smith 117, 
Council 19; Westover — Strickland 4 44, 
Blair 2 26, Sancho 1 -8, Arn 1 -6.

Defense (Number of Tackles): Valdosta 
— Rickman 6, Simmons 6, Durham 5, 
Roberts 4, Hartman 3, Lloyd 3, Thomas 3, 
Roe 3, Baldwin 2, Branan 2, Greene 2, 
Skelton 2, Curtis 2; Westover — F. Goins 8, 
Hart 8, Mclnvale7, Jones6, Blair 5, Malone 
4, Raleigh 2, Powell 2, C. Goins 2.

Score by Quarters:
Valdosta 9 20 14 7—50
Westover 0 0 0 0—0

Scoring:
Vai —safety
Vai — Belue 22 run (Baldwin kick)
Vai —Belue 1 run (Baldwinkick)
Vai — Lastinger 7 pass from Belue (kick

failed) ... .
Va| — King 6 run (Baldwin kick)
Vai — Gaskins 2 run (Cross kick)
Vai — Lastinger 8 pass from Belue (Cross

k’val — Washington 29 pass 
(Cross kick)

from Lastinger
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CITATION
GEORGIA, LOWNDES COUNTY

Martin Wilson having, in proper form 
applied to me for Permanent letters of 
administration on the estate of Purcell 
Woods to issue to Benny Mitcham, county 
administrator, this is to cite all and singular 
the creditors and next of kin of Purcell 
Woods to be and appear at my office within 
the time al lowed ans show cause if any they 
can, why permanent administration should 
not be granted to Benny Mitcham on said 
estate

This 9th day of November, 1977.
T.N. Holcombe, Jr.
Judge, Probate Court

11 11,18 . 25.12 2.1977 *

NOTICE
Davis Air Conditioning Company has 

been duly incorporated on November 1 
1977, by the issuance of a Certificate of 
Incorporation by the Secretary of State, in 
accordance with the applicable provisions 
of the Georgia Business Corporation Code. 
The initial registered office of the cor 
poration is located at 402 E. Mary Street, 
Valdosta, Georgia, and its initial registered 
agent at said address is Jack D. Davis. 
TILLMAN, BRICE. McTIER.
COLEMAN & TALLEY
ATTORNEY For Corporation
102 North Lee Street
Valdosta, Georgia 31601
11 11, 18, 25,12 12, 1977.

GEORGIA. LOWNDES COUN* 
TO THE DEBTORS AND CRE 
WILLIS WILBUR COLSON. DE

You are hereby notified to r 
undersigned all of your dem 
the Estate of the above named 
lose priority as to your claim.

Also, all persons indebted K 
are hereby notified to pay sai 
undersigned forthwith

This 25 day of October. 1977 
McCieta Irene Colson 
As Executr ix of the 
Estate of Willis 
Wilbur Colson 
Route 2. Box 360 
Valdosta. Georgia 
31601 

10 28. 11 4, 18. 1977 
Floyd B Moon 
Attorney at Law 
Valdosta Feder at Savings Bulks 
PO Box 815 
Valdosta. GA 31601 
(912) 247 0715

General Motors Acceptance Corporation 
will sell at public sale for cash on November 
23, 1977 at 2:00 p.m. O'clock at G.M.A.C., 
Valdosta, Ga. one 1974 Cadillac, Ser. 
6D49R4Q230691
GMAC reserves the right to bid at such sale. 
The collateral is presently stored and may 
be seen at G.MAC, Valdosta, GA.

GENERAL MOTORS 
ACCEPTANCE 
CORPORATION

11 4, 11, 1977

CITATION 
PROBATE COURT OF 
COUNTY

Regarding estate of Da' 
deceased, formerly of the 
Lowndes. State of Georgia, not 
given that Katie Nell Cooper a 
of the deceased has filed app 
me to declare no administratior

Said application will be hearc 
Monday. December 5. 1977 at 
and if no objection is made an 
passed saying no admini 
necessary.

This9th day of November, 191
T.N. Holcombe. Jr 
Judge. Probate Court 

11 11.18,25. 12 2.1977.

CITATION
STATE OF GEORGIA
LOWNDES PROBATE COURT
November 9,1977

The appraisers upon application of 
Carolyn Williams, widow of Leroy Levorie 
Williams for a twelve months support for 
herself and two minor children having filed 
their return, all parties at interest are 
hereby cited to show cause, if any they 
have, at the next regular December term of 
this court, why said application should not 
be granted.

T.N Holcombe, Jr.
Judge, Probate Court

11 11,18,25, 12 2, 1977.

NOTICE
Don Stickley and Gwendolyn Agnes 

Collins, as Executors of the Estate of W.H. 
Herrin, Deceased, having filed in this Court 
in due form their petition for Letters of 
Dismissal as Executors of said estate and 
alleging that they have fully performed all 
duties as such Executors, this is to cite all 
persons to be and appear at the December, 
1977, term of the Probate Court of Echols 
County to show cause, if any they have or 
can, why the prayers of said petition should 
not be allowed and the said Executors 
receive Letters of Dismissal as prayed.

Wayne Davis
Judge, ProbateCourt 
Echols County, 
Georgia

11 11, 18,25,1977

STATE OF GEORG 
COUNTY OF LOWNC

NOTICE OF SALE 
By virtue of the power of salt 

a certain Security Deed execu 
Adams to The Citizens at 
National Bank dated January 
recorded in Deed Book 160 
Lowndes County Records wf 
Deed was transferred to and 
Federal National Mortgage 
dated February 24, 1970, and 
Deed Book 161. Page 552. Lov 
Records.

WHEREAS, pursuant to 
contained in the said Secur 
attorney in fact for Lillian Ad 
the property hereinafter desc 
the Courthouse door of Low 
Georgia, during the legal hou 
the first Tuesday in Decemtx 
December 6,1977. 
ALL that tract or parcel of 
lying and being In Valdos 
County, Georgia, and being I 
Block "A" Section 3, Halin 
Subdivision, according to a rr 
survey thereof recorded in 
Book B, page 44, records 
County, Georgia. Said propert 
thereon a residence dwelling 
designated as 1125 Dunwt 
Valdosta, Georgia.

The note secured by said S 
being in default, the property v 
the property of Lillian Adams 
unpaid taxes, assessments am 
of record, if any, and the pro. 
sale will be applied to the pas 
indebtedness and expenses 
provided in said Security D» 
undersigned will execute a 
purchaser at said sale as pre
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N’westem, 21-7
EVANSTON, 111. (AP) - 

Matt Reitzug rushed for 102 
yards and scored one 
touchdown while Dave 
Mishler bolted 52 yards for a 
TD late in the fourth quarter 
Saturday to lead Nor­
thwestern to a 21-7 victory 
over Illinois in the Big Ten 
season finale for both teams.

The victory was the first for 
Northwestern in 11 games 
and gave retiring coach John 
Pont his 98th career victory. 
Illinois finished the season

and 
on
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punt, raced for the left 
sideline and turned it upfield 
for the touchdown. Earlier in 
the second half, Williams had 
a ir^ j^^ Punt return 
nullified by a clipping call.

Hawks Take
Nets, 129-114

ATLANTA (AP) - For­
ward John Drew scored a 
season high of 35 points to 
Power-the Atlanta Hawks toa 
129-114 victory over the New 
i&iK^ iD a National 
Basketball Assocation game 
Saturday night.
iJ^ra vrookie forward 

“ ■“ —~
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Valdosta opened the fourth quarter with a 12 14u

Valdosta since Buck Belue k
SnMM^.^ WaS the leadin« P-^ln

the scene didn t hesitate to throw a flag for roughing the 
kicker. Instead of taking over in Valdosta territory 
Thomasville had to surrender the ball to the ’Cats with^ 
first down at the 30-yard line.
i!lW.aS a 10ng shQt’ but the B“lMogs still had a chance 

with almost a full quarter of football left.
One play later, that chance was gone

b^kUP quarterback John Lastinger rolled to 
his right and saw nothing but friendly white jerseys 
a*?®?4-. He followed that wall to the sideline and then 
utililizing one final block by Frank Council, danced 70 
yards to paydirt and leaped into the end zone. Hyder said 
it was the longest run from scrimmage for the Wildcats 
this year.
^ Valdosta didn’t score again but with 9:51 showing on the 
Cleveland Field clock, it didn’t have to.

“We were in it longer than before,” Thomasville Coach 
Jim Hughes said, referring to the two teams’ regular 
season meeting when Valdosta walked away with a 26-0 
win. “But our strengths and Valdosta’s weaknesses don’t 
offset each other. Let me put that another way. Valdosta 
was able to exploit areas we are not strong in.”

In an interview in the Thomasville newspaper last 
week, various coaches around the region expressed their 
opinion about the game. Most thought turnovers would be 
the ultimate difference.

Overall, their prognostication was probably correct.
Thomasville ripped off a 73-yard touchdown drive the 

first time it touched the football. The Bulldog defense then 
held, and Valdosta had to punt. Another long scoring drive 
would have made shambles of the first quarter clock and 
put the ’Cats in an early hole.

But Roosevelt Andrews fumbled on the first play of 
Thomasville’s second possession. Valdosta recovered, 
and Melvin Hunter dashed 12 yards for a touchdown one 
play later.

season record, 4 4 in the Big 
Ten.

Barber, a 17-year-old 
freshman who gained 97 
yards in 16 carries, broke 
open a close game early in 
the second half. Kitzmann 
had softened the Badgers’ 
interior defense with three 
straight rushes up the middle 
when Barber swept right end. 
He bounced off two Badger 
tacklers at the 20 and scooted 
down the sidelines for the 
touchdown. Rogindkicked his 
31st straight extra point over 
two seasons to tie a school 
record.

Mich. St„ 22-16
IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) — 

Tailback Steve Smith ran 10 
yards for a touchdown and 
quarterback Ed Smith hit 
Jim Earley on a 2-yard touch­
down pass as Michigan State 
defeated Iowa 22-16 in a Big 
Ten Conference football 
game completed in near 
darkness Saturday.

Hans Nielsen kicked field 
goals of 45 and 19 yards for 
the Spartans, increasing his 
Big Ten Conference record to 
44 three-pointers.

Iowa kicker Dave Holser aw 
booted field goals of 47, 48 and 
51 yards with the help of a 
cold, 30 mile an hour wind, 
breaking Hawkeye records 
for distance and number of 
field goals in a season.

Mike

Chason
Times Sports Editor

Immediately, the whole complexion of the game had 
changed. Thomasville never regained Old Man 
Momentum.
r ^t Wheats still scored only one other touchdown the 

r f but jt wa8 becomin£ more and more obvious the
VHS offensive line was taking control at the line of 
scrimmage. In his 2^ quarters in the game, Belue was 
never sacked and had ample time to throw the ball When 
he or any other rifle-armed quarterback gets time to 
throw, that’s nothing but trouble for the defense

One more Thomasville fumble and one interception only 
minutes into the second half set up two more Valdosta 
touchdowns Hughes knows as well as anyone you don’t 
make mistakes in the big games and get away with 
them... and Thomasville didn’t.

Take away the Bulldog turnovers, and it might have 
been a close game. But then again, Lastinger was doing 
everything in his power to keep it from being close The 31- 
yard touchdown toss to Robert Smith was near perfect He 
fumbled only one snap while he was in the game and for a 
guy who hasn’t played behind the center much all year, 
that ain’t bad.

Maybe the best thing about Lastinger’s performance 
was seeing who the first player on the field was to 
congratulate him... Belue.

The only thing Valdosta did wrong had nothing to do 
with what went on down on the field. Ticket prices were 
raised to $4 for a reserved seat and for a high school 
football game, that seems kinda’ steep. The game was not 
a sellout and that extra dollar could have made the dif­
ference. But around 10,000 people did show up, and that’s a 
pile of folks all in one place.

“It was just an agreement between the two schools,” 
Valdosta Principal Lloyd Mims said. “The officials went 
up from their normal price for the playoff game. Playoff 
games are always a bit more than the others. The ex­
penses are always higher.”

But that game is over now and Benedictine lies in wait 
in Savannah in the first round of the state playoffs.

“All I know is that they’re a wishbone team and they’re 
big,” Hyder said.

And they are 10-0. . ♦
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say that I feel like we’ll be 
competitive.”

Sainz is assisted this season 
by former Wildcat star Roger 
Rome with the B-team and 
Bob Bolton, who’s coaching 
the ninth grade.

Baker also has an assistant 
this season, and he readily 
admits Karen Holmes has 
more than earned her keep.

“I haven’t had much time 
to work with the girls because 
of football season,” Baker 
said. “But Karen has been 
working with them, and she 
has really helped.”

The Kittens, 8-12 in Baker’s 
first year last season, return 
all-region guard Lisa Feix, 
who averaged 16 points a

Janice Evans (5-6. jr.) and
Vera Crawford (5-9, jr.).

Also, Renee Skelton 
soph ), Teresa Gilbert 
soph.), Dana Swindle 
soph.), Vera Dotson 
soph.), Debbie Mair 
soph ), Cindy Cooper 
fresh.) and Tracy Irvin

(5-0, 
(6-0. 
(5-8. 
(5-6, 
(5-2. 
(5-9, 
(5-8,

game in her third 
year as a starter.

Now, she’s back 
senior season.

“She’s a leader

straight

for her

on the 
“She’steam,” Baker said.

started every bailgame since
she was in the ninth grade. 
She’ll do a lot of things to help 
oup ballclub.”

Besides the hot shooting 
hand of Feix, the Kittens 
feature Shirley Berrian (5-7, 
sr.), Phyllis Stewart (5-11, 
sr.), Vai Baker (5-7, sr.), 
Renee Whitehead (5-10, jr.), 
Maggie Powell (5-9, jr.),

fresh.).
“I feel like we’ll have more 

depth this year,” Baker said. 
“That was the thing that hurt 
us last year. We had five or 
six girls, and we had to 
depend on them the whole 
bailgame. Now, I’ve got 10 
girls I can put on the court at 
any time who can do the job

“Also, the girls are in 
better shape than they were 
at this time last year.”
Baker said Feix, Powell, 

Crawford, , Berrian, 
Whitehead and Baker were in 
line for possible starting 
berths. He also said Cooper 
and Irvin would both “see a 
lot of action.”

Two-year VHS starter 
Sunnie O’Neal transferred to 
Lowndes this summer.

“Sunnie was a good all­
round basketball player.” 
Baker said, “but with Shirley 
Berrian and Cindy Cooper, 
we’ve filled that spot pretty 
good.”

“We’re not going to be as 
tall as some people, so we’ve 
got to become more 
aggressive,” Baker said. 
“We’ve got to get on the 
boards if we’re going to play 
with people ”

Besides Lowndes and 
Bainbridge, Baker and Sainz 
will have Moultrie, Centra) of 
Thomasville and Thomasville 
to contend with in the south 
subregion.

“This may be a strong 
region in girls’ basketball this 
year,” Baker said 
“Everybody returns 
everybody, and none of them 
are scared of Lowndes or 
Bainbridge.

“We’re ready to play 
somebody. I’m anxious to see 
how they’ll perform under 
pressure.”

Valdosta opens its home 
season Nov. 29 against 
Moultrie.
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VHS De%nse Gave Cadets
^g vaicrDd.t /^ (Terns ___
Short End Of Wishbone

I hope Gil Harbin likes boiled shrimp
’ r ^T i™^ night’S ClaSS AAA state high school 

football playoff game in Savannah, it was announced over 
wVU?liC ^ess system that Harbin, the mayor of 
Valdosta and the Savannah mayor were placing a small 
side wager on the outcome of the Valdosta-Benedictine 
game.

Harbin was to donate a pound of pecans for every point 
Benedictine was ahead of Valdosta. The Savannah mayor 
was to donate a pound of shrimp for every point Valdosta 
finished ahead of the Cadets.

As it turned out, Harbin has 13 pounds of boiled shrimp 
coming his way. Valdosta won, 13-0.

I hope he doesn’t have as much trouble collecting on the 
bet as Benedictine did running against the Robert 
Baldwin-led Valdosta defense. If so, Valdosta might have 
a Red Lobster before Harbin is peeling his Savannah-born 
shrimp.

But after going over the first 11 games Valdosta played 
this year, even an untrained observer might have 
predicted the problems which the previously unbeaten 
Cadets found themselves faced with. Teams, good teams 
at that, which featured the running game as the number 
one priority in their offense just didn’t find many holes in 
the Valdosta defense.

Tift County and Thomasville are perfect examples. Tift 
finished 6-4 this year but got bombed 33-0 by Valdosta, 
Thomasville wound up 7-3, but got blanked 26-0 by the 
Wildcats in the third game of the season. Thomasville was 
a 39-20 loser to Valdosta in the Region 1-AAA cham­
pionship, but scored one of its touchdowns when the game 
was out of reach.

The handwriting was on the wall... the Cadets just didn’t 
read the fine print.

Or maybe they did. James Walsh coached Benedictine 
to its first undefeated season ever this year. When you win 
10 straight games using a run-oriented wishbone offense, 
you’ve got to have a little faith it’s going to work in game 
number 11. But it didn’t.

“I think we maybe should have put the ball up a little 
more,” Walsh said after the game. “They were a little too 
strong in the middle for us. We needed to loosen them up 
more.”

Benedictine threw only three passes in the game. Only 
one was caught for a gain of two yards. Valdosta was 8 of 
16 through the air for 101 yards, including a 35-yard Buck 
Belue to John Lastinger scoring strike.

But the military school didn’t really expect to pick up 
many yards via the airways. It did expect to be able to run 
the ball. However, Baldwin, Curtis Wright and Co. put a

stop to that. The Cadets had only 73 yards rushing.
„ “They have some real good linebackers,” Walsh said, 
particular Baldwin, who really hurt us.”
Baldwin, playing perhaps his best game of the season, 

had 13 tackles including a bone-crusher on quarterback 
Gary Lanier. It was one of those irresistable force meets 
immovable object type matchups. Unfortunately for 
Lanier, Baldwin played both parts.

Except for the opening play of the game, Lanier was on 
the field only in the second half. He really didn’t look any 
better than his back-up, Denny Dotson. However, he was 
playing with a special protective device for his broken 
jaw. Walsh said his team “might have done a few things 
differently” if Lanier had been completely healthy. 
During the time Lanier was in the game, Benedictine 
didn’t pick up a single first down.

What was most surprising about Benedictine’s offense 
was that it never turned into a last ditch pass-because- 
you-have-to type of game. The Cadets kept running, and 
Valdosta kept stopping them.

As far as the much talked about knee injury of Belue, it 
seemed much ado about nothing Friday night. Belue 
explained after the game.

“I came to play,” he said. “It wasn’t hurting at all.”
Several of the Valdosta assistant coaches thought Belue 

was still a shade below normal. Head coach Nick Hyder 
said Belue had “65 percent” of his usual effectiveness.

Come Friday night in Warner Robins, Belue may need 
to be more than 65 percent. In fact, anything less that dead 
solid perfect might not be enough.

This is the big one. Either Clarke Central or Southwest 
DeKalb will be waiting in the state championship game 
but- Friday’s Valdosta-Warner Robins survivor will 
probably be regarded as the favorite to win it all.

Demons Win InOT (i m

Valdosta^, Warner Robins 
Set Stage For Showdown
By The Associated Press
Valdosta and Warner 

Robins, two powerhouses of 
south Georgia Class AAA 
high school football, set the 
stage for next week’s 
semifinal tourney confron­
tation with narrow quar­
terfinal victories Friday 
night.

। Valdosta quarterback Buck 
Belue passed for one touch­

I down and ran for the other as 
the Wildcats trimmed 
Benedictine 13-0 to spoil 
Benedictine’s unbeaten 
record.

Defending champ Warner 
Robins, ranked No. 1 in The 
Associated Press poll, 
spotted Westside of Augusta a 
21-0 lead, tied the game at 21­
21 at the end of regulation

time, then won 27-21 in 
overtime.

Gordon plays at Cedartown 
tonight in Class AA quar­
terfinal action to complete 
the pairings for next 
weekend’s semifinals in the 
state tourney.

In other Friday night Class 
AAA action, Southwest 
DeKalb trounced Wheeler 35­
7 with junior quarterback 
Bob Berry scoring three 
touchdowns, and Clarke 
Central knocked off Newnan 
14-7. The winners play each 
other next weekend.

In Class AA, top-ranked 
and undefeated Way cross 
had to squirm to beat 
Americus 12-7, Woodward 
Academy won easily over 
Swainsboro 20-0, and Dalton 
edged Stephens County 9-7 on 
afield goal.

In Class A, it was Early 
County easing past Mary 
Persons 14-7, Jeff Davis 
beating Morgan County 12-7, 
East Rome’s defense per­
mitting two rare scores in a 
21-12 victory over North 
Springs, and Commerce

rambling past Turner 35-0.
In Class B, West Point and 

Palmetto played to a 
scoreless tie during 
regulation time, then West 
Point won 1-0 in overtime on 
penetration, and Jefferson 
beat Bremen 28-13. Savannah 
Country Day, which beat 
Pelham Friday night, will ! 
play its semifinal game next 
week against undefeated 
Class B defending champ 
Lincoln County, which was 
idle Friday night.

Waycross was tied at 7-7 
with Americus with less than 
two minutes to go in their 
game Friday night, but Ricky 
Chaney’s 44-yard field goal 
with 1:54 left gave Waycross 
the lead, and a last-minute 
safety made the final margin.

Another 44-yard fjeld goal, 
this one by Dalton’s David 
Wimpey, gave Dalton its 
victory over Stephens County 
in another Class AA game. 
The semifinal pairings pit 
Waycross against Woodward, 
and the Gordon-Cedartown 
winner against Dalton.



Clearing The Vahjos^^
This is not a get-back column. This is not an apology 

column. This is a set-th e-record -straight column.
Never have I had so many people so grossly misin­

terpret what I wrote.
In Thursday’s column on Nick Hyder’s status as head 

coach of the Valdosta High School football team, any 100 
percent objective reader would discover that it was Hyder 
himself who thought he was on shaky ground . . . not the 
writer *

It was Hyder who said “losing to Lowndes could be the 
death bell.” It was Hyder who said “I had security in 
Rome, but I don’t have it here.” It was Hyder who said “I 
know there are some carnivorous people here. ”

Nowhere did this writer condemn or try to run Hyder 
out of town. Judging him only by his record, he’s a good 
football coach. Judging him by the kind of man he is, he’s 
a better football coach. Valdosta doesn’t need another 
football coach, it just needs to get a small percentage of 
people off this one’s back.

This writer is not one of those people. But, according to 
Hyder, there are a few of those folks around. But there are 
a lot more who are behind the man 100 percent. In fact, 
there are probably more than ever after Friday’s win over 
Tift County.

Any coach in any sport needs the backing of his com­
munity and for the most part, Hyder has the support of 
Valdostans. But he made those comments in Thursday’s 
paper in an apparent effort to show how much heat a few 
people could put on him.

Hyder is one of the few coaches around who teaches

Mike

Chason
Times Sports Editor

math classes half the school day. He’s also one of the tew 
coaches around who’s asked to fill church pulpits on 
Sunday mornings as he did at Azalea City Baptist only 
long hours after Valdosta lost to Lowndes. He’s a unique 
individual with a low key personality who gets his point 
across without a lot of fanfare.

As far as I’m concerned, Hyder can be the Valdosta 
football coach for as long as the majority of the people 
here want him to be. But if I go to him for a story and he 
tells me the “death bell’’ may have sounded, that’s what 
I’m going to write.

In short, and this column has been just that, the people 
of Valdosta may not have thought Nick Hyder was on 
shaky soil, but he did. Since the Thursday column and 
Friday night’s game, he has to believe his footing is fir 
mer than ever.
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Locally In Brief
Friday Is ‘Wildcat Day’

From Staff Reports
Friday has been proclaimed “Wildcat Day,” in Valdosta in 

honor of Valdosta High School’s Wildcats who play for the South 
Georgia Class AAA high school football championship that night. '

Mayor Gil Harbin announced the proclamation at his regular 
news conference here this morning.

The Wildcats travel to Warner Robins to take on the defending 
state and national champion Warner Robins Deamons in Inter­
national City Stadium Friday night.

Harbin said he has been contacted by Warner Robins Mayor Fov 
Evans, who extended the hospitality of his city to Valdosta fans 
. “ “• “^ ,“"“ •• p~i«™

Gymnastics Classes To Begin
J Gymnastics classes for beginning, intermediate and advanced 
Igymnasts have been scheduled here beginning Dec. 10, according % > 
Jto an announcement. * I

Valdosta High School coach Jerry Baker is to teach the eight- ' 
week course for the Valdosta Recreation Department I

Beginners classes are to be held from 10-12 a.m., intermediates 
fl>i?t> "L T°°n’.and advanced from noon-2 p.m. each Saturday J 
with Baker determining which class each studentis in. I

The charge is $15 per student, the announcement said. I
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Lowndes, VHSPairUpTuesd
. " " """ ~ Cooper said he hasn’t seen away from us”

By Times Staff Writer Coach No™?,n 5 who I” . Valdosta play, but said he Lowndes ret
Lowndes' Vikettes and struggling Wildca . Area H.OOp 510*® “thinks Valdosta has a strong O'Neal started

Valdosta's Kittens draw the have faded to win in three Jr Fr.<fay ballclub. years before
here Tuesday night.

when they clash in a battle of 
unbertens in the opening 
game of a Region 1 AAA 
basketball twin-bill.

Coich Charles Coopers 
Lowndes girls have knocked 
off six straight foes this 
season, extending their 
winning streak to 36 games

starts.

they w> Hi,

over two years.
Meanwhile, Coach 

Baker’s Kittens have 
off ;o one of the best 
ever by a Valdosta 
team, racking up 
victories without a loss.

Jerry 
gotten 
starts 
girls' 
three

For the first time in years, 
the Kittens seem to loom as a 
legitimair threat to Jheir 
arch-rivals from across town.

The boys' game matches 
the 4^Vikings of new head 
coach^lyAiL-Wilkes against

Lowndes had a four-game 
winning string broken 
Saturday in a 77-64 loss to 
Bainbridge.

Valdosta, handicapped 
because of its football team s 
continued participation in the 
state playoffs, has played its 
games so far with a limited 
roster of nine players. Over 
half the team plays football.

In other Tuesday night 
games in the area. Berrien 
(Nashville. Ga.) plays host to 
Jeff Davis (Hazlefurst) and 
Lanier County (Lakeland. 
Ga.) travels to Broxton.

Echols County (Staten­
ville) travels to Pearson fora 
Region 2-B (West) twin-bill 
with Atkinson County. 
Westbrook (Dixie) journeys 
to Bainbridge Christian, and

Tonight
Cook girls at Cairo

College
Mississippi Col lege Women at VSC

Tuesday
Lowndes at Valdosta 
Jeff Davis at Berrien 
Lanier at Broxton 
Echols at Atkinson 
Westbrook at Bainbridge Christian 
Brantley at Cl inch

College
VSC at Jacksonville University 

Wednesday
NFJC at Gulf Coast 

Thursday
Mt. Union at VSC

Clinch County (Homerville) 
hosts Brantley County 
(Nahunta) in a Region 2-A 
(South) doubleheader.

In college action, Valdosta 
State College’s Blazers carry 
their 6-0 record on the road^ 
where they risk it against 
Jacksonville University’s 
Dolphins._____

Lowndes at Thomasville 
Valdosta at Bainbridge 
Berrien at Brantley 
Clinch at Lanier 
GCS at Westbrook 
Turner at Cook 
Echols at Broxton 
Valwood at Pineland 
Worth at Brooks

Saturday 
Lanier at Norman Park 
Valwood at Bainbridge Christian 

Brooks at Mitchell 
Fitzgerald boys at Cook

College
Chipola at NFJC

Tonight, the Valdosta State 
College women entertain 
Mississippi College’s 
perenially powerful Lady 
Choctaws, and Cook (Adel) 
sends its girls’ team to Cairo. 

** Wednesday, North Florida 
Junior College leaves 
Madison to battle Gulf Coast 
Communitv College at

“They have one of the most 
experienced players in the 
region,” he said, referring to 
Lisa Feix, the Kittens’ four- 
year starter.

“That’s more experience 
than anybody we’ve got, and 
they’ve got some other girls 
back, like Maggie Powell, 
Shirley Berrian and Renee 
Whitehead.”

The Vikettes also*returned 
several starters, including 
forward Rhonda Rowell, 
guard Karen Parker, and 
Marcia Player, last season’s 
player of the year in Region 1- 
AAA.
. “We’re looking forward to 
playing them (The Vikettes)” 
said Baker.
_22£sj£oodtobe^^ Those

^r Si.

across town
Lowndes’ bovS( 

^'•e muster enougTS 
asf season to ovt^* 

la ented Wildcats, * 
golden opportunity I, ,v,i 
since a good porti 
Valdosta team iSs > 
football. Wit

Wilkes is anyth! . 
overconfident V* 
'^'^’^“’eangjS 
said. "They'llbereadXk

'A lot of people 3 
have an advantage c? 
Valdosta is still J* 
football, (disagree T

"Vo^«can throw all ik 
ien i1;0^6*and Va>4 

play. I think it willbeas^ 
effort by both team, 
expecting a good ballgaJ

Valdosta Wrestling Team 
Opens Season At Berrien

By Times Staff Writer
Valdosta High School’s 

wrestling team hopes to 
continue its success of last 
season tonight, when it 
travels to Nashville, Ga., for 
matches with Berrien.

Coach Jim Landrum’s 
wrestlers finished 8-2 last 
year, suffering defeats only 
at the hands of Southwest 
(Macon) and Fitzgerald.

Landrum said his team 
would be handicapped for a 
while because several key 
wrestlers are still playing 
football, including William

Gaskins, Melvin Hunter, 
Curtis Wright, Lynn Roberts 
and Sam Fletcher.

The Wildcats will be forced
-to forfeit the 185-pound 

category, since they have no
available wrestler at 
weight, according to 
drum.

that 
Lan-

Landrum said that only 
four of last season’s regulars 
are to start tonight.

Both Valdosta and Berrien 
are to be opening their third 
wrestling season.

“We look for a much im­
proved Berrien team this 
year,” said Landrum. “They 
have a good, sound, year­
round wrestling program, 
and they also sent around 15 
wrestlers to camp last 
summer.”

He said he didn’t know if 
Berrien’s Margaret Morris, a 
15*yeaxx^L. female who 
raised eyebrows last season

as the only known female 
high school wrestler in the 
state, would start this season.

Valdosta’s probable 
starting lineup and season 
schedule follow.--------

98 pound class — Wade Connell or Marlon 
Beechum; 105-pound class — Greg Godwin 
or Allen Blanton; 112 pound class — Andy 
Jaramillo;

119 pound class — David Harr isonor Guy 
Canaday; 126 pound class — David 
Jaramillo; 132 pound class — Jerome 
Young, 138-poundclass — David Clifton.

145 pound class — John Jerbert, 155 
pound class — Steve Hall; 167 pound class 
— Billy Redfield; heavyweight — Jay 
Guthrie.

SCHEDULE
Dec. 1, Berrien, away, 7 pm.. Dec. 3L 

Southwest (Macon) at Fitzgerald, 10 am., 
Dec. 31, Perry at Fitzgerald, 3 p.m.. Jan 5, 
Tift County (Tifton), home, 9 30 am., Jan. 
7, Lincoln (Tallahassee, Fla.), home, 7 
p.m.;

* Jan. 11, Ware County (Waycross), home, 
7 p.m.; Jan. 13-14, Southwest invitational at 
Macon, Jan. 17, Madison, Fla., home (B 
team), 9:30 a.m.; Jan. 18, Camden County 
(St. Marys), home, 6 p.m. ;

Jan. 20-21, Lincoln Invitational at 
Tallahassee, Fla.; Jan. 25, Fitzgerald, 

7 P m ' Jan. 28, Baldwin 
(Milledgeville), home, 4 p.m.; Feb. 1, Tift, 
away, 7 p.m; Feb. 9 10, Area I AAA 
Championships at Milledgeville, Feb. 16-18, 
U.tQte AAA Championships at Marietta.
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Q< Qoks For ‘Best Game’
^ ?^°r Gamb leSS

£«a-.!S-:a

„ . , Wednes^?^’^ 
aPad£s’ fifth choice in 
i/reelgentre-entrvHr.Z the

* ^ ^^^'Sox i/his besty^r

res vice 
general

% ? ^ SP^V fifth Choice in .^
^ 27 ^eepentre.ent™^^

ho E/ct terms of o
^ °^Le°\^^ but

bents in his 
go and had not 
nobility for the 
onship game.

Belue would 
night if he’s

tarting lineups
s follow:

VALDOSTA
Offense — ends Sam Fletcher (IBS, |r.) 

kashnger (174. |r j, tackles Gary 
Guthrie (220. sr J and Scott Griffin (WO, 

^"^ Fomby Hardin (17p. |r ) and 
^y Chapman (feo, |r.), center Tony 
Blasehi (210. soph.h halfbacks Frank 
Council 082 sr.) and Robert Smith (155, 
u2i-or ^'^H Hunter (U7, sr.), fullback 
Wllham Gaskins (150. (r.) or Ernest King 
(170, soph ), quarterback Buck Belue 085,

Defense — ends Doug Conway (185. sr.) 
^^^^^ (W- irh tackh» c^ 
Wright (185. sr.) and Jimbo Hancock (165. 
s°PhJ'T'ddie guard Craig Simmons (190, 
'Z-^±*2*S?2. ^ *WW* (m ir) and 
«<*»rt Baldwin (206. sr ). cornerbacks

p*™ H7X ir.) and Rodney Gordon
*2* **•♦’« Alien Wbrthy (170. sr ) 

and Carl Roe (615. k.) or Jimmy Martman

(T78,sr).
BENEDICTINE

Offense - ends Denny Jiff 
and Chuck PNIRpS (mlrtoy.W 
Blakewood (235, sr ) 
(190, V ) or Tom ^ite 
Billy Raye (160. sr.l and Pat 
jr \ center Pat Robert 
Steve Kelly (175. sr) a^ 
(185, ir.), fullback A^> 
(180. sr.), quarterback Randy w 
sr ) or Danny Dotson(165 in . „, ^

Defense - ends Jim 
and Danny R Itzert (J ^ 
Andrew Province (245.
Thompson (66, 260, sr ), m1^^^ 
Lyons (185. sr.), 
(190. sr.) and Bi'1**^ nft 
cornerbacks Bryan '**^£0^11^ 
Dave Porker (180. sr. L 
(155. sr.) and Bryan Whalen (1/5.*



sjadedjndolbleovertiw '"-n^,^^ -

Game-Losing TD Costs Commerce
By STEVE FIGUEROA 

Constitutor! Prep Editor

’“The best thing that happened to us was 
when Commerce scored in the overtime period.”

Right off, that might appear to be a rather 
strange statement for East Rome Coach Jerry 
Sharp to make. In fact, it appears to be a very 
strange statement since Commerces TD in the 
second of two five-minute overtime periods put 
the Tigers ahead of East Rome, 20-13, with less 
than two minutes to play.

But, close evaluation of the entire situation 
supports Sharp’s comment.

It turns out that the only way East Rome 
could have won was for Commerce to score.

Confused? Here are the facts:
(1) Commerce was driving deep in East 

Rome territory with the score tied, 13-13, and 
under two minutes to play in the second over­
time period.

(2) East Rome was out of timeouts.
(3) East Rome’s deepest penetration during 

the overtime play was to the Commerce 46, 
while Commerce was already inside the East 
Rome 20.

(4) If Commerce had not scored, but instead 
been held by the East Rome's defense, East 
Rome’s offense would have gotten the ball about 
90 yards from the Commerce goal with about a 
minute to play.

However, when Commerce did score on 
Dean Allen’s 15-yard run with teammate Donald 
Rucker's fumble, the Tigers were then forced to 
kickoff to East Rome.

Greg Gordon returned the kickoff to mid­
field to give the Gladiators some operating 
room, and quarterback Sylvester Elkins ended 
the 50-yard march a few plays later by hitting 
Willie Wells with a 24-yard touchdown pass as 

; the final seconds ticked off the clock.
Elkins then booted the PAT to tie the score 

at 20-20 and East Rome was awarded the 
victory based on the deepest non-scoring pene­
tration

If Commerce hadn't scored, however, the 
Tigers would have been awarded the penetration

Associated Press Photo

The Belues: Father and Son

Championship Schedule
FINALS

Saturday Night
Class AAA

Valdosta (12-1) at Clarke Central (13-0)
Class AA

Dalton (12-1) at Waycross (13-0)
Class A

Early County (12-0) at East Rome (14-0)
---Class B

Jefferson (10-3-1) at Lmcoiif County (12-0)

point, assuming that East Rome couldn’t have 
driven the length of the field in less than a 
minute with no timeouts, since their penetration 
at the end of the second overtime period was 
deeper than East Rome’s earlier penetration to 
the 46.

All in all, it was a very interesting Class A 
North Georgia championship game.

In other playoff action, Waycross quarter­
back Keith Taylor completed seven of eight 
passes for 209 yards and a 74-yard touchdown, 
while linebacker Kenneth Thompson had 15 
tackles and 240-pound tackle Ricky Chaney eight 
to lead the Bulldogs past Woodward, 9-6, in the 
AA South Georgia title game.

Phil Amason, a 130-pound junior, returned a 
punt 48 yards for a touchdown and kicked a 25- 
yard field goal to help Lincoln County dump 
Savannah Country Day, 22-6, in the B South 
Georgia championship game. Raymond Arnett, a 
202-pound noseguard, led the Red Devil defense 
with eight tackles and a blocked punt.

Junior halfback Eddie Everette gained 146 
yards on 22 carries and scored on a nine-yard 
run to spark Early County past Jeff Davjs, 14­
13, in the A South Georgia title match. Unbeaten 
Early County also got nine tackles and five as­
sists from linebacker General Hicks.

Ronald Watson, a 130-pound freshman, 
gained 115 yards on 12 carries and scored on a 
56-yard burst to lead Jefferson to a 21-16 deci­
sion over West Point in the B North Georgia 
match.

Buck Belue completed seven of 15 passes 
for 99 yards and two touchdowns to lead 
Valdosta over Warner Robins, 27-8, in the AAA 
South Georgia game. Curtis Wright, a 190-pound 
senior tackle, anchored the Wildcats defense 
with 11 tackles and a blocked punt.

In a couple of losing causes, S.W. DeKalb’s 
Jimmy Harmon gained 167 yards on 16 carries 
but fell to unbeaten Clarke Central, 20-7, in the 
AAA North Georgia title game, while Gordon’s 
Richard Nash passed for 213 yards only to fall 
short. 20-12, to Dalton’s outstanding defense in 
the AA North Georgia championship.
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I VHS Picked To Shut Do wn 
Wishbone Of Benedictine

Let’s see now. Throw all the record books out the win­
dow. It’s a brand new season. Anything can happ. 
Forget the past. Take ’em one at a time. It s a different 
kettle of fish. It’s a horse of a different color.

That just about wipes the board clean of all_the time 
honored cliches about post-season playoff games. 
Sometimes they apply, and sometimes they d®« ‘ d

In tonight’s 7:30 p.m. matchup between VaMosta a^d 
Benedictine in Savannah’s Memorial stadl^> ht or 
really going to be no way to prove the cb^®® ”gbt?r 
wrong. On paper anyway, both teams appear ^JJ^

Benedictine is 10-0. Valdosta V^llLTto S 
averaged “around 30 points a game accor^"f a 
head coach, James Walsh. Valdosta averaged 32 points^ 
game. Benedictine gave up 88 P®in^ *" di ti„e was rated 
games. Valdosta gave up 81 points. Benedicti 
fourth in the state. Valdosta was rated fifth. ^

Valdosta does campaign ‘n what Jnany ^^ is that if 
toughest football region in the state. nnmrhshed a yougaout of Region 1 AAA. you ^’'““X^ 
feat of heroic proportions. However, he BegiOn 1-
the Region 3-AAA representative has be®^® ff 2ames the 
AAA representative in both first round playoff games tn 
past two seasons. times siipping

Wayne County pulled off the tear DouKherty last 
past Valdosta 15-14 in 1975 and ® PP ? f vaAA folks 
year. In 1973 and -74, Thomasville proved th 
rightby winning back-to-back state i ~ ^ appear to

Injury-wise, Benedictine and Va ®uarterback Randy 
be in about the same shaP®-.C®^ , finai reKular season 
Lanier broke his jaw in Bene^ctin - ,ack Buck Belue 
game two weeks ago. Wildcat qui d ag0
strained ligaments in his knee in practice nine y 
Both will probably play tonight h Lanier might be

There'S n. way of ‘XW.Z “ be
hampered by his jaw, but ®® u . renior was the top 
slowed by his knee. The 6-1,185-p scrambles out of
rusher for the Wildcats this year an ^rst down
the pocket accounted for rnore . simpiy beating the 
Belue also gained a lot of yards - f. ld He didn’t try 
defense to the corner and ^ur"^ Pasv,]ie last week. In 
that move a single time against Th carry the ball. - • 
fact, for the first time all season, he a jn split end

However, back-up quarterbac ®” njng ability of his 
John Lastinger proved he has som the longest
own last week when he galloped 70 yar

Chason
Times Sports Editor

„„ from scrtomage fur .Wildcat all « 
can’t go all the way tonight, it s a sure u .
Nick Hyder has his eye on Lastinger ^ ,g

The only other Wildcat schedule missed the
starting defensive tac*lean m^ and has not 
Thomasville Sa.m® ,b®ca?® ,nnieht according to Hyder, 
recovered sufficiently op y ^ h would if He’s

I, Belue XVTart 8amS ‘.I’
“■»«WI.", n will mark „ stand behind the
familiar number 7 ha Valdosta lost this year
center. Ironically, ®® ^Z ® ear jersey number 1 after 
was when Belue had to J number 7 to shreds. 
Lowndes’ Charles ®“^™ and lost 12 with Belue as the

Valdosta has won 32 ^“^e%;ach. And lest we forget, 
quarterback and Hyder as the coac r said Worthy
Allen Worthy as the d®Je“^ tJc away the let’s-get- 
had started 43 of the 44 g ^^ went 3.7 and
acquainted year of 1974 wne rd.
Hyder’s boys have an aI?a“"^ in those 44 games, Vald-

But tonight, for the first ti lsh said his team had 
sota faces a wishbone off Access’’ running the wishbone 
experienced “Pretty g h says that, it usually means his 
this season. when ? ®?.a _ than just "pretty good.

V‘S“kfs record was 2-0 for an overall .1 percen 

total Of 182-40.



^hK ^
Man

ss41®^®^^ for DemonsBelue iy ex t^iesi^^ sS--^'" ^
By STEVE FIGUEROA 

Corotituiion Preo Elinor
Warner Robins’ vaunted ^^£1 title 

better than 7 °^ °p 1 is probably have to 
K1m If die Demons are lo

successfully defend Iheir distinction of
Davis' Demons tavete the lw0

JSrtSl S£m 10 be the *•> P“»” “ 

***,£«« Mike Kelly J» 

fiS»««

SrK? Coach N^ckJlyder’s Wildcats.
Belue, also hobbled with an iu?J'“7’®t11’,“?, 

aged to put the pointe on the board in Valdosta s 13 
0 win over a tough Benedictine squad by c°Wlet’ 
fn^six of ntee parses for 105 yards and a 35-yard 
TD He scored the other touchdown himself on a 
Le-yard sneak and also punted four times for a 37- 

yard/Zy^r regular Robert Baldwin led Valdos­
ta’s defense from his linebacker spot with 13 
tackles while tackle Curtis Wright chipped in with n Sl'iSS of about 15,000, said to be the largest 
ever to watch a prep game in Savannah, looked on.

Another of the top QBs in Class AAA, Bob 
Berry, led his unbeaten S.W. DeKalb Panthers to a

Staff Photo-Bud Skinner 

Woodward’s Hixon Talks Strategy 
surnrisingly easy 35-7 win over Wheeler. Justa )“"* 
ior, Berry passed for 72 yards and ran f°J ’ 
ing three times on runs of one, four and 49 Ya^ • 

g As usual it was the defense leading undefeated 
Clarke Central. Linebackers Mark Dailey, who 
recovered a key fumble, and Karey Johnson, wh 
caused one, sparked Coach Billy Henderson s squad 
to a 14-7 victory over Newnan. .

David Wimpey’s 43-yard field goal in the third

SUW™^ “ *^ w”cr“s p“‘ 

Americus, 12-7. scored on a 68.yard run
Tailback Greg ~? . w broke draw plays for

and fullback Larry power unbeaten East
£?me^l ^ a t0Ugh and Phy8'Cal 

Nor^SpJiXck Richard Nash completed eight of
Quarterb 209 yards and a two-point conversion 

» i^sK^r 2̂ ■" 

over a huge Cedartown squad 140
?nyIPrw<^ 20-°’ by

H£ for Izards on\3 carries and scoring on 

^^JteiCckEddie Everette was the big 
Jin Farlv County’s 14-7 win over Mary Persons,

“ ‘M^f^^ >~^ -^ 

twice while junior linebacker Terry Elr°d had “ 
taSs and caused two fumbles, as Commerce 
^aJrS'Sth^shed for ^V^’^TO 
a 56-yard run, and passed 10 yards for another TD 
to lead Jeff Davis to a 12-7 win over Morgan 
rnnniv Linebacker Chip Bowen was in on 15 tack- Md re“.“S a file » lead the Jeff Davis

d^ Todd Berry rushed for 130 yards and returned 
a paLlteSion 70 yards for a TO while^substi­
tute quarterback Bob Gurley passed for 92 yards 
and three touchdowns, as Jefferson handled 
Bremen, 28-13._____________________ _

High School Results

Valdosta 13
Warner Robins 27
S.W. DeKalb 35
Clarke Central 14

QUARTER-FINALS

Class AAA

OT
Benedictine 0

Westside 21
Wheeler 7
Newnan 7

Demons Win In OT

Class AA
Waycross 12
Woodward 20
Dalton 9
Gordon 27

Americus 7
Swainsboro 0

Stephens Co. 7
Cedartown 21

Class A
Early Co. 14
Jeff Davis 
East Rome 
Commerce

12
21
35

Mary Persons 
Morgan Co. 

North Springs 
Turner

7
7

12
0

Class B
West Point 1
Jefferson 28
Savannah Country Day 20

Palmetto 
Bremen

Pelham

0
13 

0

SEMIFINAL SCHEDULE
Friday Night

AAA 
NORTH GEORGIA

S.W. DeKalb (12-0) at Clarke Central (12-0)
SOUTH GEORGIA

Valdosta (11-1) at Warner Robins (11-0) 
AA 

NORTH GEORGIA
Gordon (Ibl) at Dalton (11-1) 

SOUTH GEORGIA
Waycross (12-0) at Woodward (11-1) 

A
—• NORTH GEORGIA

East Rome (13-0) at Commerce (11-T)
SOUTH GEORGIA

Early County (11-0) at Jeff Davis (10-2) 
6 

SOUTH GEORGIA
Savannah Country Day (10-2) at Lincoln County (11-0)

Saturday Night
CLASS B NORTH GEORGIA 

West Point (9-2) at Jefferson (9-3-1)

Valdosta, Warner Robins 
For Showdown

■ Robins^tX and . Earner e’ the"----- * 
; south Georgi^Wcu °Uses of
^/'»£M 

semifinal tonrn Week’s 
‘ation with n y conf™n- terfinarXtona"™ ’uar’ 
night, - . 5LOnes Friday
»%te*,lB« 
few and raStafhJLi”"*- 
‘he Wildcats ♦ her 35 
Benedictine no ‘rimmed 
Benedictine’s °i.n h spoil 
record. s Un beaten

h

Jobinsn rankeJ^P j^,?^ 
Associated ^ ln The 
jotted Westside of a® po11’ 
21-0 lead tied f h?f A gUsta a 
21 at the end n game at 21- «e end of regulation

overum?"' "”" ,M1 In

■^Vg:;1 c««™„ 
terfinal action tn AA quar‘ 
th« -Pairing ‘°f ^P'ete 
weekend’s s«^ r fo.r next 
state tourney f*naIs in the 

^T’ ;W‘ ciasu 
’DeSh "'beets.'

Central knocked”™ c*arke 
14-7. The winnV °ff,Newnan 
OtInrnXtweekendP ^ e<,Ch 
a"d unde8feaAted ‘wa?"^ 
had ‘0 snuirm V^CrOM 
Americus ^7 J° . b«at 
Academy Jon ’ ^^^dward 
Swainsboro 20-0 as‘ ^ over 
edged Stephent ^and Da,t°n 
a f<eld goal County 9’7 on 
Ay’ttuL" -' E>rty 

£«"'k^.^

^•'“f. «d cTmmN.°r™

rtomc>'nK^astTurner35.o

P'ay i£ semi?y 1 ",ght’ W,H 
week Z f,naJ «art« next 
Class B88dpfSt “ndefe«ted 
Lincoln r d fcndlng champ 
“i.rlU’S which

with i™°” **' ""* ■' 
two m^,CU8 With ’*’ ‘han 
gam^FHdteS 10 R0 in 'heir

^el^Vf^aS 

(hl70ther. 4’1-Vard fieW goal, 
W «nTe by Dal‘°n » D.v« 
3 y’ gave D«ton “a 
in L y.i?Ver SlePhens County

another Class AA game* 
Jhe semifinal pairings pit 
and^h? ffi? W^wart. 
Winn lh Gord°n-Cedartown 
winner against Dalton I
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Cox, Braves Eye Turnarox
ATLANTA (AP) — Bobby 

Cox, a light-hitting infielder 
who became “a tough son of a 
gun” as a minor league 
manager, is the man Atlanta 
Braves owner Ted Turner 

* chose to lead his cellar­
dwelling National League 
team to baseball’s‘‘promised

This Weekend

Thunderbowl Races Set
By Tinies Staff Writer

Drivers from all over 
Georgia and Alabama are 
expected to participate in the 
fh u n^ c r l^jjiL^ ’ " "

land.”
“We lost 101 games last 

year, so obviously there is the 
need for a lot of work/’ Cox 
said Tuesday after he signed 
a two-year contract to 
become the Braves’ seventh 
full-time manager since they 
moved from Milwaukee in

and a 20-lap feature in the 
Thundercar classifica tion.

Four heat races and two 
match races_are^slated, jjy

1966. Terms ot tne contract 
were not disclosed.

“I’m my own manager. I’ll 
manage the way I want to,” 
said Cox, who compiled a .224 
lifetime batting average in 
two seasons as a New York 
Yankees third baseman 
before he became a minor

Drivers are to be com­
peting for record prize 
money, according to Radney, 

iw&gIL action,begins at JL-30

league manager in 1970. I 
became a Yankees infie 
coach last season afti 
winning two pennants in fh 
seasons as a manager in tl 
Yankees’farm system.

“We want to turn it arour 
as soon as possible,” Cc 
said. “I want to come out • 
spring training with th 
players thinking we’r 
pennant contenders. That’s
feeling we have to have and 
will be my job to make th er 
feel that way.”

Cox said pitching is th 
greatest need of the Braves 
whose 61-101 record las 
season was the club’s worst! 
42 years. He said he woul

Wildcat Fans Turn Off Former Fan
Sir: I was there when 

Sonny Shroyer made the 
game ending tackle in the 
Peanut Bowl. I can still see 
Robert Johnson throwing the 
ball and making touchdown 
saving tackles on kickoff 
returns. I was there when 
Dale Williams was injured in 
Thomasville. And how about 
Johnny Welch, Ben Smith, 
and Vic Finley? Couldn’t they 
run that ball? I was there 
when John Robert O’Neal ran 
the Statue of Liberty play ini 
that playoff game with Jesup. 
And I watched Bozy Thomas 
and Otis Fletcher lead an 
almost upset over Jimmy 
Burson and LaGrange in the 
’Cats’ first year in Triple A.

I was there when the ’Cats 
defeated Richmond Academy 
on the penetration rule after a 
scoreless deadlock for the 
south Ga. title in 1960. And 
wasn’t Bruce Bennett 
something to watch in ’61? I 
smiled in ’62 when Billy

Shroer’s pride wouldn’t let 
him be helped off the field in 
Moultrie following a knee 
injury.

I didn’t give up on the ’Cats 
in ’63 during that terrible 2-7-1 
campaign. And I watched 
them come back with the 

-Glynn Davis’, the Ron 
Strobo’s. the Pat O’Neal’s, 
the Bounds’; the Rome’s, and 
finally, Buck Belue.

But folks, I’ve also been 
there this year, and I’ve 
heard all the “get Hyder” 
talk, and all the “hate 
Lowndes” talk. I was there at 
the Valdosta-Tifton game two 
weeks ago when 10,000 men, 
women, and students cheered 

“when it was announced that 
Crisp was leading the Vikings 
in their game.

Students sure, but I 
couldn’t believe that adults 
would do that sort of thing. I 
was also there at the band 
contest at Cleveland Field 
when the Lowndes Band got a

thundering applause. But it 
seems that the people who put 
on and arranged for judges 
obviously decided to take that 
opportunity to get revenge for 
that Viking football victory. 
Lowndes’ Band was not even 
placed in the top 5, and they 
were terrific! How could 
anyone be that petty and 
cruel?

I’ll tell you one thing, and 
I’m sincere when I say it, I 
won’t ever be “there” again 
for the Valdosta Wildcats. 
And I hope a now fired up 
more than ever group of 
Vikings can make it to the 
playoffs and completely 
demolish the used to be 
niighty ’Cats. The question 
that should have been on that 
sign at the bailgame is, “why 
would anyone want to coach 
Valdosta?

Former dedi­
cated Wildcat , r 
Fan ^.13,

Dosta Tops Benedictine
By MIKE CHASON

SAVANNAH — It ain’t easy to play 
. catch-up with a wishbone.

Before a crowd of 14,000 which one 
television commentator estimated as 
the “largest ever to witness a sporting 
event in Savannah,” Benedictine’s 
Cadets tried it here Friday night.

But Valdosta’s Wildcats used the 
wishbone to pick their teeth with 
enroute to a 13-0 win over the previously 
unbeaten Cadets in the first round of the 
Class AAA state High School football 
playoffs.

Averaging “over 30 points a

game,” according to Benedictine coach 
James Walsh, the military school never 
blinked a light on the scoreboard, and 
picked up only 75 yards on offense 
before a highly partisan hometown 
crowd in spacious Memorial Stadium.

Out of that 75, only two came through 
the air. Benedictine attempted only 
three passes in 48 minutes of football. 
Woody Hayes would have loved it.

With the victory, its 11th in 
12 games this year, Valdosta 
earned a berth in the South Georgia 
championship game against Warner 
Robins Friday.

Warner Robins, the defending state 
champion, eased past Westside in 
Augusta Friday night in a 27-21 double 
overtime thriller.

But Valdosta coach Nick Hyder was 
willing to wait until this morning to 
ponder the prospect of a trip to Warner 
Robins. The Wildcats had not advanced 
beyond the first round of the state 
playoffs since 1971, and Hyder took a 
time out to enjoy the wonder of it all.

“I feel pretty good,” Hyder, in his 
fourth year at VHS, said “There are

(See ’Dosta on Page6>
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— Times Staff Photo By Ken Klantcki

We And Our Shadow*: ROTC Cadets Stand In Formation On Parade Grounds

Shapes 
Vp

ByTimes Staff Writer
Members of the Valdosta 

High School ROTC unit are 
really minding their “Ps and 
Qs” today for an annual in­
spection.

According to Lt. Cm dr 
Walter E. Sharp, instructor, 
the VHS Navy Junior 
Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (NJROTC) unit is 
being inspected today by 
Capt. Robert Lemon, Sixth 
Naval District Regional Navy 
Youth Programs officer

The inspection includes an 
awards ceremony 
recognizing outstanding 
cadets among the 106 
students enrolled in the 
program, a personnel in­
spection and a parade, which 
was held this morning at the 
VHS athletic field.

Sharp and Petty Officer 1st 
Class Dewitt S. Wright, the 
other unit instructor, are also 
being evaluated along with a 
review of the unit’s records 
and condition of equipment

The first Navy Junior 
ROTC units began classes in 
1966 and came to VHS in 1974.

■°MS M*9 y ^n' 
yj foywapp

Valdosta, Georgia, Sunday, November 27, 1977

............

# W
ft: SI WR ^
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. WMOQO
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Valdosta Rolls, 27-8
at <;take than one football game 

there was much MORE at stake

A coach whose •«« *JJ lav Thomasville in the 
regular season: “I saw VaW.^Xw them off the field. The 
playoff. 1 think the D*®0"^^ Buck Belue rolls out and 
only way it will even be close is n du 
completes about 75 per cent of his passes. _ ^^ nqV 29

A coach who helps Va'*"^
Warner Robins play Westide. . break a couple of 

8cores ,ate in the game when

it no longer matters.” _ TUES. NOV. 29

WARNER ROBINS“^

dX Sun the day of the game, called it the biggest game in 

^twhat is true is 18,000 
people jammed into every available inch °^ Intei^t1?^ 
CityStadium to see the showdown between these two AAA 

^E STADIUM ticket gates sold $8,500 in general 
admission tickets Friday night. That doesn t incl“de th 
9 000 sold-out reserve-seat tickets (at $4 eachj and the 
advance sell on general admissions. It also doesn t include 
the sell of popcorn, soft drinks and programs.

Football is alive and well in Georgia.
Here’s a hot news flash: Warner Robins WAS rebuilding 

in 1977. You might have a hard time convincing the 
Demons’ first 11 victims this year that was the case, but it s 
a fact. Coach Robert Davis will return 59 players to 
the AAA Wars next season.

All.during the ‘77 season, Warner Robins fans were 
sating “We can’t believe what is happening. We’re sup­
posed to be rebuilding. We lost 35 seniors from last year’s 
team (including three college starters as freshmen this 
year)

Realizing their Demons really were rebuilding for the 
future and their young team had done well to get as far 
as the South Georgia title game, the home fans made 
an appropriate response as the curtains closed on 
Valdosta’s 27-8 victory: They stood and applauded as the 
Demons left the field.

Most of them did. Some of the Warner Robins fans were 
obviously deluded as the season unrolled by the success of 
their team. In their letters to the magazine, the Demon 
fans were talking about domination. They talked about a 
dynasty. They talked about perfection.

For those fans, it was indeed a bitter experience at In­
ternational City Stadium Friday night when Truth came to 
town.

Reality wore black, white and gold.
* ♦ *

MUCH MORE was at stake Friday night than a mere 
football game, looking at it from the Valdosta point of view.

One of the sportswriters in the press box said before the 
game, “This is the first place I’ve ever been where high 
school football wasn’t fun. It’s serious business.”

Too bad that writer had already left when the Valdosta 
Wildcats came back on tte field five minutes after winning 
a three-touchdown win over the defending national 
champs, got their coach and carried him off the field. We 
could have asked, “Doesn’t that look like fun?”

Winning has been fun at Valdosta for a while. When you 
talk about 27-game winning streaks, defending national 
champs and repeating as state champs, the folks in 
Valdosta expect you to be talking about Valdosta, not 
somebody else.

That’s what was at stake Friday. Warner Robins had

WILDCAT RECEIVER JOHN LASTINGER 
. . . Jumps High For Another Reception

a little too much attention lately to suit the Valdosta folks. 
And with 27 victories in a row already plus one state and 
national championship, the Demons were moving in on 
what Wildcat fans feel is rightfully theirs.

Simply, Valdosta wanted to put an end, here and now, to 
the Demons chances of mounting a string of honors to 
match those which belong to the Wildcats of the past.

The emotions really run deeper than that. It was not only 
Valdosta pride on the line last week, but the pride of one 
section of the state — known in football circles as Region 1- 
AAA.

Seven of the last 11 state A^A championship have been 
won by teams from the Southwest Georgia region. And two 
of the last six national titles.

The folks in Region 1 AAA feel that they play the best 
football played anywhere in high school ranks. They don’t 
claim the best running backs or quaterbacks every year, 
but they do claim to play the best defense year in and year 
out.

FOR EXAMPLE take the case of Monroe of Albany. The 
Tornadoes finished 1-9 in 1-AAA, but their score against 
Valdosta was 13-7. And of course the folks at Lowndes High 
like to point out that the Wildcats were not even good 
enough to finish undefeated in 1-AAA this year.

People in Southwest Georgia feel that if you are good 
enough to get out of region one, you deserve to state 
championship.

It doesn’t happen that way every year, but if you consider 
that there have been only 20 AAA champions in the history 
of the GHSA classification system and 1-AAA teams have 
won 12 of those, there seems to be some crediblity to this 
opinion — considering seven regions divided up the other 
eight titles.

So, when the Wildcats walked on the field Friday night, 
they had a lot more on their minds than winning one football 
game. They were playing for the pride of section of the

state, which spans more than one generation

Buck Belue was superb ^ I
There were college scouts - “a0^ watch)nf, I 

shoulder to-shoulder in the press _ratauarterbacK I 
performance of the senior, four-year sUrter a q 
for Valdosta s

They were falling all over themselves. IBelue did live up to his billing. He P* # wjttl I 
touchdowns and a two-point play. ra Jesse Cainion I 
authority, punted away from ^ danger^ J^ 
and turned in one of the game’s ^^^‘JJ Cainion

Leading only 64) after the ^^XS^ tackles, 
early in the third quarter Cainion broke nw ^ i 
turned on the speed and found himself ** ^tstnore. I 
left in his way of the goalline «<J.8“’?Jttl past that I 
Cainion had a blocker in front of him .prRUckBelue I 
lone Wildcat, who was none other than pume ^w

BELUE FORCED forced Ca,n,®n “^'^mdownatthe1 
the middle of the field and then cut both of them 

ankles . . Mil nut of the press
That’s when the college boys almost teuou ^g 

box. The play was called back dueto a ^ ^ a
penalty on Warner Robins, but Belue ^ fans 
sensational defensive play which ha
gasping. Fr?^

Belue was not the only Wildcat here ith his pass 
Council kept more than one drive a 1 caUght the 
receptions out of the backfield. John Las sCOred a 
first touchdown pass of the game Erne Melvin 
second-effort touchdown on a fourth o and grabbed 
Hunter caught a seven-yard touchdown pa 
another for two points. * night with

Byron Walker scored the only Demon 1 tearn Earner 
a nine-yard pass reception from the seco .^gaIne.

Warner

It was the only time Warner Robins
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Alverson’s team has a pretty good quar­
terback of his own, however, in Bob Berry 
whose season stats now show 912 yards pass­
ing for nine touchdowns, and 520 yards rush­
ing and 14 TDs.
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By STEVE FIGUEROA
Constitution Prep Editor

How do you go about picking a winner 
when Valdosta plays Warner Robins? Warner 
Robins hasn’t lost in the last 28 games and 
Valdosta, with 15 state championship trophies 
safely tucked away in the trophy case, is 
traditionally the biggest name in Georgia 
prep football’

Defending state champ Warner Robins 
looks a little better on paper having out­
scored 11 opponents 391-61 with five shutouts, 
but Valdosta, which outscored its 12 foes 366­
101 with four shutouts, supposedly plays in 
the tougher region.

A crowd of “at least 20,000” is expected 
in Warner Robins’ International City Stadium 
Friday night, according to Demon Coach Rob­
ert Davis, but you can’t really expect to in­
timidate a team like Valdosta which has 
played before crowds almost that large at its 
own Cleveland Field.

Both teams are solid on defense and 
explosive on offense. There just doesn’t seem 
to be any way to determine a favorite.

“I don’t really think there is,” said Davis. 
“It’s just going to be a good, hard-hitting foot­
ball game between two fine high school 
teams and the one that plays best will win.

“Fd have to say this is one of those toss- 
up games,” continued Davis. “We’re going to 
be ready to play and I’m sure they’re going to 
be ready to play. The big crowd won’t bother 
Valdosta. They’ve been there before and 
we’ve been there before.

“It should be just one heck of a high 
school football game.”

Quarterback Buck Belue, with over 4,400 
career passing yards and 37 touchdown 
tosses, leads a potent Valdosta offense. But it 
is a quick and aggressive Wildcat defense, an­
chored by four-year starting linebacker Rob­
ert Baldwin, that worries Davis.

“They’re quick and big on defense, said 
• Davis. “They’re by far the best team we’ve 
played this year on defense. And, probably on 
offense, too.”

Valdosta’s defenders will have to contend 
with halfback Jesse Cainion, though, whose 
470-yard, four-touchdown effort a week ago 
did in Westside. And, Belue will have to 
throw at what Davis calls a “super second­
ary, anchored by college prospects Sammy 
Brown and Rusty Smith.

In other words, as Davis says, the game 
is a toss-up. The fans seem to think so, too. 
Tickets are being scalped in Warner Robins 
for as much as $15 each, according to Davis.

Just on a hunch, though, let’s go with 
Valdosta. The Wildcats’ defense could be the 
difference.

In another game where the defense could 
make the difference, Southwest DeKalb is a 
slim pick over Clarke Central in the AAA 
North Georgia matchup.

Clarke’s defense has gotten all the atten­
tion with seven shutouts in 12 games, but 
SWD’s defense has allowed just 28 points in 
the Panthers’ last seven games and should be 
tough enough to hold what has been a spotty 
Clarke Central offense.

SWD Coach Dewey Alverson, in his 20th 
year at the Panther helm, isn’t so sure, how­
ever.

“All I’ve heard about all year is Clarke 
Central’s defense, and they do have a good 
one,” says Alverson. “But, the more I look at 
their offense on film, the more I’m impressed 
by it

“They’ve got six quality backs capable of 
winning games in AAA ball. We feel fortunate 
to have two.

“I like both their fullbacks and their 
quarterback, Jim Bob Harris, is a fine ath­
lete.” /
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State Playoff T^ts To Go On Sab
;y Times Staff Writer V I kJU/lTBv

Valdosta’s Wildcats should 
feel right at home in their 
state Class AAA football
championship game 
Athens Saturday night.

at

The Clarke 
stadium, like

Central
VMS’s

Cleveland Field, is known as 
Death Valley” according to 

Valdosta Coach Nick Hyder
The Athens school kayoed a 

proposal to hold the game in 
the afternoon at the 
University of Georgia’s 
Sanford Stadium, according 
to Jack Kent at the 
superintendent’s office.

Instead, it was decided the 
game is to be played at the 
Clarke Central home field, at 
7:30p.m.

No seats are numbered in

Hooofl Um’ which ^Ids 
r«l°0 2S’ so no seats will be 
reserved. Kent said 
ticket hu"dred student 
"ckets and 3,500 general 
admission tickets are to be 
sent to Valdosta. e

Tickets are to be sold to 
El™berlKf the VHS football 
team and band on Wednesday 
morning at the school ac 
cording to Kent

Valdosta Touchdown Club 
members who had season 
tickets may buy tickets for 
ihe game at the superin­
tendent s office from 1 p.m. 
until 5 p.m. Wednesday.

Thursday, tickets are to be 
sold to regular season ticket 
holders from 9 a.m. until 2 
p m., at the

ar^aLeVer tickets are left 
?rom ^^woo^pFa1^ 

Saturda/mor^ un!i! 
the supply gives out.

General admission tickets 
Hol t° C0St $3’ and studeJt 
tickets are to be $2.
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Doss. Dooley Singing 1 ne Beiues
U xu n imaoc have run the probably still run some of the veer also.

'“-/, .  and since the Bulldogs naV „„ Irnnw that I Inve tn thrnw the fnnthsii
By NORMAN AREY
Constitution College Editor

The long wait is fina“y °7de^ are 
telephone calls ha^ £eas d d ^ ^ front of the 
no more new automo hands8from impeccably-.

his mind- irrevocably and absots 
-^ csr* <=££ ^ ““h 

V%Se« “OS”" <.r Be!.., and prnb- 

^.S ^"S said Mrs Bel- 
“Now maybe we can settle down and enjoy Christ 

?“ Belue is perhaps the finest passer Vince Dooley

J»M ® £»^«” 

choice was somewhat of a surprise.

Rnt noolev had hinted that he might be chang- 
|M „® enSr ihe season, saying

and thinking about PW “ ';b™'
M1U regular ^““/’^ 

wasn’t a veer quar Dooley is considering

able I formation.
The I would certainly suit Belue’s throwing 

talent much better than the ve£ *"*^ 
a consideration in his decision to attend Georgia.

“Georgia talked to me about it,” Belue said 
“They said they were going to the I and would

•‘You know that I love to throw the foothall” 
he said, ‘‘and I guess the fact that they decided to
go to the I influenced me some.”

“You know, I realize that you have to be bal­
anced to be a good player and I’m not just a pass­
ing quarterback, but I think the defenses have 
caught up with the running offenses now and you 
have to have both to be successful.”

Belue said he knew his parents were glad the 
decision had been made. “When I got tired of the 
phone calls, I would just get up and leave the 
house. My mother couldn’t do that She had to stay 
there and answer the phone.”

The Belue family is planning on a big Christ­
mas now, and Vince Dooley got his present a little 
early.

6-D THE ATLANTA CONSTITlWONU^^f^^^

Valdosta Brings
By STEVE FIGUEROA

Constitution Prep Editor

It will take five Greyhound buses to 
get the Valdosta band to Athens Satur­
day night for the AAA state champion­
ship game. The team, which will meet 
unbeaten Clarke Central for the title, 
will come in three buses.

“That’s what Valdosta football is all 
about,” said Wildcat Coach Nick Hyder 
with a laugh. “It takes more buses to get 
the band there than the team. Every­
body down here wants to participate in 
our program. That’s why we have the 
success we do.”

Success at Valdosta, though, usually 
means a state championship and there 
hasn’t been one of those since the leg­
endary Wright Bazemore retired after 
the 1971 season.

Hyder and thousands of Valdosta 
boosters have high hopes of breaking the 
“drought” Saturday night, however, with 
four-year star quarterback Buck Belue 
starting his final game in a Wildcat jer­
sey.

Belue’s career has been spectacular 
to say the least. Hitting on 377 of 756 
passes, the 6-foot-l, 195-pound senior 
has accumulated 4,517 yards in the air 
and 39 touchdown tosses to surpass the 
all-time record of Stan Bounds.

Thirteen of the TD passes have 
come this year on 104 of 192 comple­
tions for 1,183 yards, but Belue has been 
asked to run more, responding with over 
600 rushing yards and 14 touchdowns.

It’s been the Valdosta defense, led 
by four-year starting linebacker Robert 
Baldwin and tackle Curtis Wright, that 
has really come on strong in the play­
offs, though, blanking Benedictine, 13-0,

CHAMPIONSHIP SCHEDULE 
Finals 

Saturday Night 
Class AAA

Valdosta (12-1) at Clarke Central 
(13-0)

Class AA
Dalton (12-1) at Waycross (13-0) 

Class A
. Early County (12-0) at East Rome 
(14-0)

Class B
Jefferson (10-3-1) at Lincoln County 

(12-0) *

two weeks ago and then holding Warner 
Robins to a single TD last week.

When you start talking about de­
fense, you have to start with Clarke Cen­
tral’s, however. .

Coach Billy Henderson’s Gladiators 
are the stingiest things in AAA when 
opponents try to put points on the score­
board. Only six of 13 of them have 
turned the trick at all, and they have 
managed to accumulate only 53 points.

Three-year starting linebacker 
Karey Johnson, a 6-foot, 195-pound sen­
ior who can run 40 yards in 4.6 seconds, 
is the heart of the Clarke defense.

The soul of the Gladiators this sea­
son, however, has been Barry Malcolm, 
a junior linebacker who was struck and 
killed by lightening during fall camp. 
The small No. 65 on the left shoulder of 
each Clarke player’s jersey is for Mal­
colm.

“This team was already like a 
family before the tragedy,” said Hender­
son. “We start 17 seniors that I started

Crowd
coaching in the eighth grade when I first I 
came here, so this was already a close 
unit. In times of tragedy, a family can 
either grow further apart or closer to­
gether. •

“This group came closer together.”
The Gladiators dedicated the season 

to their lost teammate and a victory 
Saturday would certainly close things | 
out in storybook fashion.

For that to happen, the talented- 
but-spotty Clarke backfield has got to 
have its best effort, a possibility that 
Henderson says is very real indeed.

“We haven’t played our best game 
yet,” said the veteran coach. “There’s no 
doubt about that. But, I don’t think 
Valdosta has, either.”

Senior quarterback Jim Bob Harris, 
a versatile and talented athlete, leads 
the Gladiator attack. With over 1,300 
yards total offense and responsibility for 
17 touchdowns, Harris is a threat each 
time he takes a snap, but perhaps the 
most dangerous Gladiator is senior Stan 
Davis, a speedy tailback who has rushed 
for just under 700 yards and six TDs de­
spite missing several games with nag­
ging injuries.

A healthy Davis gives Clarke a fine 
one-two punch with junior fullback Hil­
lary Billups, who has rushed for 665 
yards and seven touchdowns.

With 6-2, 205 pound senior offensive 
tackle Brent Snyder, who has come on 
strong after missing spring drills with 
an elbow operation, anchoring a strong 
offensive line, Henderson feels his team 
may be ready to break loose.

If so, the 10,000 or so fans who will 
jam into “Death Valley” will be in for 
quite a showdown Saturday night.

(From the Valdosta Daily 
Times, Dec. 13,1952.)/ 
»Jhe^ Valdosta Wildcat? 
earned a brief rest to sit back 
and count their laurels after a 
tremendous second half ef­
fort that gave them a 30-0 
victory over LaGrange here 
Friday night for the Class A 
championship of Georgia.

And brief the rest will be 
1 a rn- ^s morning, 

Valdosta signed a contract to 
play in the Columbus Peanut 
Bowl New Year’s Day in a 
game which pits the best 
Georgia high school team 
against an out of state 
representative. West 
Springfield, Mass., had ac­
cepted a bid to the Bowl 
previously.

vHSNinir; 'v^?i
Grade Wins

By Times Staff Writer
Valdosta High School’s 

ninth grade girls’ team cut 
down Valdosta Junior High 
School 37-23 in a basketball 
game played here Wed­
nesday.

Tracy Irvin popped in 12 
points and Cindy Cooper 
added 10 for the VHS frosh. . 
while Angela Owens topped 
the Valdosta Junior High • 
team with nine points.



Heine Just Missed Birthday Present
.. have been the birthday present of a lifetime.It would b today Buck Belue j0ined the world

E'^McLirday night in Athens, he had his chance to 
• On ac0 d . t fact. But as one of the Valdosta High School 

celebrate 0«ensjVe linemen said later, “it just didn’t 
qUartS was meant for us to win.” 
seem hke' djdn,t win the class AAA state f00tban

No’ Va chin this year. Clarke Central gained that honor, 
champion Ptory on a 20 degree night in Athens 48 hours 

I via there are no sour grapes from this corner. The 
ag0 Viators earned their title.
14«G ^Central had a good football team.

a ^trback Jim Bob Harris threw the ball with a dart- 
uQU?Ir\ accuracy the first half to loosen up the Valdosta 
?^«eenough for speedy running back Stan Davis to find 
^running room. Davis hit the open hole as quick as 
S°m nnine back Valdosta faced this year.
a7rX second half, the Wildcat defenders shut down 
n vis but Harris broke a couple of good gainers in key
Sinns Keep in mind that Clarke Central was playing 

51 th the lead the entire game. It does make a difference.
The Gladiators got that lead the first time they had 
Li nf the ball. Davis raced 49 yards to the Wildcat 9- 

C»rdline on the game’s third play. Three plays later, 
navis bounced off one set of Wildcats into the end zone.

After an offensive interference call, Valdosta found 
itself 20 yards from a first down at its own 9-yard line on 
ts first possession. Two plays later, Belue was thrown out 

of his own end zone by Charles Campbell. The score was
now 9-0.

It all happened so fast.
But the fatal offensive lightning bolts of the Gladiators 

‘•ent flashing down. When the ’Cats got the ball back, a 
lue pass bounced off Robert Smith into the arms of 

L onell Huff, who zipped all the way across the field and 
1 dived into the end zone. The score was now 16-0.

Clarke Central never scored again.
But Valdosta did ... before the action-packed first 

quarter was even over. It took Belue three passes to do it. 
First, he hit John Lastinger with a 12-yarder. Then it was 
Frank Council with a 35-yarder. Finally, Lastinger outran 
everybody for the 31-yard touchdown catch. Belue rolled 
to his right for the two-point conversion.

It was obvious the Clarke Central secondary could be 
penetrated. For the night, Belue was an almost un­
believable 15 to 23 for 218 yards. But he did have three 
interceptions. In the only other game Valdosta lost this 
year, the senior quarterback also had three interceptions. 
Lowndes was the opponent and 7-2 was the score.

However, the Gladiator offense was proving almost 
impossible to stop. On the opening drive of the second 
quarter, Clarke kept the ball on the ground all the way to 
the Valdosta 12-yard line where Hillary Billups fumbled. 
On the last drive of the half, Harris combined a suddenly 
potent passing game with Davis’ running to spot the ball 
at the Valdosta 2-yard-line.

The ’Cats held on two consecutive plays as time ran out. 
The Gladiators didn’t come close to scoring in the third

Mike

Chason
Times Sports Editor

?uart®r bu* had a fourth down at the Valdosta 18-yard-line 
in he fourth quarter. That’s three times Clarke got within 
field goal range but came away with nothing.

Valdosta’s only other score was a 29-yard pass from 
Belue to Council with no time on the clock in the third

Weather At Death Valley Was Cold
By MIKE CHASON

Memories of the state 
championship game...

— How cold it was.
— The guy driving the 

red tractor pulling a 
trailer-load of Clarke 
Central students around 
and around Death Valley 
Stadium in Athens 
Saturday night.

— The Marchin Cats 
arriving early enough at 
the state championship 
game to play for 45 minutes 
and warm the by now 
frozen crowd.

— The giant sign which 
read “Billy’s Crew Can Do 
It.” It did.

— The stand-up model of 
the Valdosta Wildcat with 
the big number one painted 
on him.

— The Valdosta students 
who hauled the Wildcat out 
to the middle of the field 
before the game, only to be 
swamped by Clarke 
Central cheerleaders.

— The Valdosta 
cheerleaders responding to 
the challenge and rushing 
to the rescue of the Wild- 1

cat.
— How cold it was.
— How tall Clarke

quarterback Jim 
Harris looked.

Bob

— How 
Harris got 
progressed.

— VHS

much 
as the

taller 
game

quarterback
Buck Belue getting pushed 
out of his end zope by 
Charles Campbell, the first 
time I can remember Belue 
being tagged with a safety.

— How cold it was.
— Hearing some fans had 

secured their seats on the 
50-yard line as early as 4 
p.m. The game didn’t start 
until 7:30 p.m.

— How much Death 
Valley Stadium looked like 
Wayne County’s field in 
Jesup two years ago. The 
final result was about the
same.

— Belue leading 
Valdosta players on to 
field with both fists in

the 
the 
the

air. It was the 47th time 
Belue had run on the field 
with number 7 on his back. 
It was also the last time.

The fires along the

period. But this time Belue’s roll to the right for the two- 
point conversion failed. Harris, who played both ways 
much of the second half, was in on the stop.

If I hadn’t seen Valdsota’s last drive, I wouldn’t have 
believed it.

Belue looked like Bert Jones in his two-minute offense 
His receivers, Lastinger, Council and Kenny Washington 
hung on to the ball in weather so cold two of my pens froze

Finally, there sat the ball on the Clarke 16-yard line with 
exactly two minutes on the clock. Three times Belue 
rolled out ... three times he couldn’t find an open man.

On fourth-and-eight at the Clarke 13, Valdosta Coach 
Nick Hyder called for the field goal. He said later there 
“was no discussion’’ on the subject. Clarke Coach Billy 
Henderson called two straight timeouts which he ad­
mitted he called “just to make him (Robert Baldwin) 
think about it.”

The snap was high ...Belue pulled it down ...Baldwin 
kicked .. .and Clarke Central began to celebrate.

sidelines and if you can 
believe this, in the stands 
too.

— How cold it was.
— Some of the Valdosta 

players wearing black 
gloves before the game.

— Clarke’s strategy of 
waiting until 7:28 p.m. to 
come back on the field. 
Valdosta had returned 
minutes earlier and had to 
stand around getting 
nervous or excited or both 
while the Gladiators were 
waiting for their grand 
entrance.

— Seeing Georgia Coach 
Vince Dooley pass right in 
front of me and sit in the 
middle of the Clarke 
Central supporters.

— Seeing Dooley leave by 
himself after the game 
with his head bowed 
against the wind.

— How cold it was.
— Watching the tears 

cloud the eyes of some of 
the Valdosta players and 

■ remembering how I felt 
seven years ago in a 
similar situation.

— Admiring Valdosta

Coach Nick Hyder for 
answering every question 
shivering reporters were I 
shooting at him.

— Seeing Valdosta 
defensive coach Jack 
Rudolph twist a knotted 
white towel over and over 
when the game had ended 
and promising a later in­
terview in a restaurant.

— Looking at the 
mangled remains of my 
hand after VHS assistant 
coach Butch Brooks had 
delivered another one of his 
bone-crushing handshakes. 
I think two fingers snapped 
off like icicles.

— How cold it was.
— Hearing Valdosta 

assistant coach Charles 
Tarpley congratualte 
Hyder on the season. Hyder 
is now 34-13 in four years 
with the Wildcats. Belue 
was the quarterback in 
every one of those games.

— Thinking up reasons 
why Georgia should have 
the title game in a domed 
stadium somewhere ... 
anywhere.

— How cold it was.



VHS Choir 
Boosters
Now 100

By Time* SUM Writer
The Valdosta High School 

Choir Boosters Club, 
organized in October, has 
grown to 100 members during 
its two-month membership 
drive and has undertaken the 
monumental project of 
sowing new uniforms for the 
more than 156 members of 
the VHS Choir.

Choir members according 
to Hazel Gibbs, recording 
secretary, are to show on 
their new uniforms in a 
special mini-concert for 
Choir Booster members and 
their parents on Wednesday 
at 8 p.m. at the VHS choir 
room. They are directed by J. 
Herman Revels Jr.

Mrs. Mae Nora Collier is in 
charge of the uniform project 
and her committee has been 
working on it about three 
Wc5i U Pugh is mem­

bership chairman.

Vhree Wildcats
Are Honored

Bv Times Staff Writer
Ernest King, Rodney 

Gordon and Curtis Wright 
were named the most out 
standing playe” 'n 
Valdosta's 27-8 high 
playoff win over Earner 
Robins last week.

King was named the most 
outstanding offensive player, 
and Gordon and Wright 
shared the defensive award^

All three received troph>« 
from the Valdosta CwW 
Oub. The VHS coaching staff 
made the selections.

From The Valdosta Daily 
Tinies, Dec.•. 1952.> | jL-k

Valdosta won its Tastiest 
football victory of the year 
Friday night at Cleveland 
Field by subduing a fired up 
College Park team that had 
been pointing towards the 
game all during a three-week 
layoff since the end of its 
regular season.

The Wildcats were on top 
26-0 at the final whistle but it 
took every ounce of their 
effort to wrap it up. The 
triumph moved Valdosta into 
state class A finals next 
week. ___
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It’s V aldosta Offense
Vs. Clarke’s Defense

ByMIKECHASON
The Class AAA high school 

football state championship 
game shapes up as the old 
irresistible force against the 
immovable object routine.

On one side is Valdosta’s 
flashy, high-scoring multiple 
offense. On the other is 
Clarke Central’s hard-nosed, 
get-down-and-bust-your-gut 
type defense.

In Athens at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday night, something’s 
gonna’have to give.

“This might be the best 
defensive team we’ve faced,”

Senior Viewpoint

Guthrie, Belue See Finale
From Different Angles

By Times Staff Writer
Buck Belue and Gary 

Guthrie are going to be 
wearing the same Valdosta 
Wildcat uniforms in the Class 
AAA state high school foot­
ball championship game in 
Athens Saturday night, but 
that’s where the similarity 
between the two seniors ends.

Belue is one of the most 
highly publicized, most- 
talked about schoolboy 
athletes ever to play for 
Valdosta. Naturally, he’s a 
quarterback.

Guthrie is a solid offensive 
tackle. He’s good enough at 
his position to be a second 
team all-Region 1-AAA 
selection. But his name is 
almost foreign to the printed 
page.

Guthrie believes his per­
formance against Clarke 
Central Saturday night could 
very well be the last one of his 
football career. Belue has the 
college scouts foaming at the 
mouth.

“I really haven’t even 
thought about playing college 
football,” Guthrie, a 220- 
pounder, said. “I guess I 
never really thought I was 
good enough.

“This is probably going to 
be the end of football for me.”

Every college scout in the 
south wants to make sure 
Belue doesn’t have the same
plans. For example, 
Georgia’s Vince Dooley arid 
Florida State’s ~ 
Bowden both
Wednesday’s 
practice session.

Bobby 
attended 
Wildcat

However, Belue says he 
isn’t close to signing.
“After Saturday night, I’ll 

sit down and really start 
thinking about it deep down,” 
Belue said.

“I’ve narrowed it down to 
four or five. Other than that, I 
haven’t thought about it too 
much.”

Right now, the 6-1, 185- 
pounder who’s started 46 
consecutive games for 
Valdosta, is thinking about 
his final game in the Wildcat 
black-and-gold.

“This will be the first and 
last time us seniors will be 
Playing in the state cham­
pionship game,” Belue said. 
“It’s right there in front of us. 
All we have to do is go out

Valdosta Coach Nick Hyder 
said only minutes after 
putting his Wildcats through 
a cold and windy practice 
session Wednesday.

“They’ve only given up 
seven touchdowns in 13 
games this year. They have 
eight players who are college 
prospects and four or five of 
those are on defense.

“We’re just trying to find a 
way we feel like we can do 
something against that 
defense. When I look out 
there and see all that speed 
and size, that’s frightening.”

5 Ie Mo^ta Bails &ime£
SPORTS

there and get it.
“I know they (Clarke 

Central) are saying the same 
thing though.”

Although Guthrie and 
Belue have looked at 
Valdosta’s 13 games this year 
from different angles, 
they’ve both seen their 
toughest opponent in the 
same uniform.

“The game I really 
remember is Dougherty (a 
15-14 Valdosta win),” Guthrie 
said. “I guess it was just 
because we came so close to 
losing that game.

- VJ«W’? °ffense has thrown 
a fright into more than one 
opponent this season 
averaging over 30 points a 
game enroute to a 12-1 
record.

The Valdosta defense has 
peen just as impressive in the 
two state playoff games so 

r» giving up only one touch­
down in the last two minutes 
of play in a 27-8 victory over 
previously unbeaten Warner 
Robins last week.

In the quarterfinal game, 
Benedictine tumbled by a 13-6 
margin.

“Then we messed around 
and did lose (7-2) to Lown­
des.’*

“I guess it would have to be 
Dougherty or Lowndes,” 
Belue said. “I think either 
one of them would have had a 
good shot at either Warner 
Robins or Benedictine. ’’

Neither of the seniors is 
taking Clarke Central lightly, 
although for many folks, the 
win over Warner Robins was 
considered “the big one.”

“I’m proud of where we 
are,” Belue said. “But I know 
we’ve got one more left.”

Valdosta’s only loss this 
year was a 7-2 decision to 
cross-county rival Lowndes. 
Since that time, the ’Cats 
have reeled off six straight 
victories.

Nobody wants to spoil a 
good thing, but is Hyder 
planning to add anything new 
for the state championship 
contest?

“You always try to work on 
a few different things,” 
Hyder said. “We worked on 
some different things last 
week. But the kids are the 
same.

“They just come out and do 
what we ask them to do. I 
don’t see a change in their 
attitude at all for this game.”

In 20 years of coaching, 
Hyder has been involved in 
only one other state cham­
pionship game. That was in 
1965 when Rome defeated St. 
Pius 6-0 for the Class AA 
crown. Hyder was an of­
fensive backfield coach.

As head coach at West 
Rome before he came to 
Valdosta, Hyder led his team 
to the semifinal round on two 
occasions. North Fulton took 
one of the games 21-0, and 
Gainesville won the other, 10­
7. ,

Hyder said Saturday’s 
meeting would be the fourth 
for Valdosta and the Athens 
team in the state final.

In 1955, the Fran 
Tarkenton-led Athens team 
won 41-20, in 1965 Valdosta 
won 14-13, and in 1969, the two 
teams tied, 26-26.

“This is the rubber game,” 
Hyder said.

Physically, the Valdosta 
coach believes his team to be 
in satisfactory condition. 
Senior quarterback Buck 
Belue is still having his knee 
heavily taped before each 
practice after straining 
ligaments in it three weeks 
ago.

“Buck got bruised up a 
little bit last week,” Hyder 
said. “He’s learned to go with 
the pain but we’ve put a red 
jersey on him in practice. We 
don’t want anybody hitting 
him during the week.”

Hyder seemed impressed 
by the Clarke Central 
quarterback, Jim Bob
Harris.

“He can run or throw,” 
Hyder said. “His coach (Billy 
Henderson) says he’s as good 
as Belue, and that they ‘stand 
in awe of no one.’”

The Gladiators are 13-0 on 
the season and knocked off 

\ Southwest DeKalb 20-7 for the 
North Georgia championship 
last week.



Saturday night, Nick Hyder w>„™ - ^ cham.
Mb.ll field I" *“.?,’1. Ms ^ 
pionship game. It will be tn ition as a head coach, 
career that he s e*®r. , d taking credit for some of the

It’s high time h®. ?^ted ju^ wildcats there, 
hard work that got hi d been an easy one for

The football year of 1977 na external pressure
Hyder ?e the^CaU were picked as the hands-down

’° MW bul it took the^.rd ro.dMo ,t ^
Two games into the seaso , Thomasville’s

with a 2-0 record and a game wn disaster struck. 
Bulldogs looming on the hor d ] red ineligible and 

“r sT“ry 8,11

"r^l'lSa 'S '°r

their two games back. VHS Principal y 
nresented Valdosta’s case at a GHSA Appeal oua 
meeting, and the board voted to reverse the.^rfelts’

But it would have all been for nothing without the 15 1 
Dougheriv win. Robert Baldwin’s field goal with seven 
minutes left won that game in probably the "?ost exciti g 
contest of the year. Dougherty lost only one ^^F Sam® a“ 
season a non-subregion contest to Bainbridge. The 
Bojans might have won the title had Baldwin been 10 
inches to the left on that September night.

Two games later, misfortune again knocked on Hyder 
and the Wildcats’ door in the form of a ^^'“P1?*,,.0, 
Lowndes Vikings. For the first time in the football history 
of the two schools, Lowndes took a 7-2 decision. The game 
was a well-played defensive struggle by both teams.

But Valdosta lost and a few fans blamed Hyder directly. 
The called his apartment from 11 p.m. to 4 a.m. the next 
morning. Five days later, he implied he thought his job 
status was not the firmest in the world. He said the death , 
bell may have sounded.”

When his comments appeared in print, Valdostans 
rallied to his side. Never did the ’Cats receive such an 
ovation as they got the following night when Valdosta 
hosted Tift County. The Wildcats romped to a 31-0 win in 
one of their most impressive performances of the year.

Hyder’s Valdosta stock soared.
Two games later, the Wildcats had the regular season 

behind them with a 9-1 record and the north subregion 
championship. Before the region title matchup against 
Thomasville, Hyder said he thought his team had faced

Mike

Chason
Times Sports Editor

“more adversity’’ than any team ever to get into the 

1 P1As°far as off the field controversy is concerned, he was 

PIVaMosta bombed Thomasville. Benedictine and Warner 
Robins in the playoffs. And now it’s the big one against 
Clarke Central.

“I feel good about a lot of things that have happened this 
year ” Hyder said Wednesday. "And a lot of things have 
happened this year. But we came out of the situation, and 
I never was bitter. I never worried about rumors. I was 
just concerned about being effective with the players and 
the coaching staff

“They’ve done the job ... give them the credit.
The players and the coaches have done the job. But so 

has Hyder. Valdostans take their football seriously, and 
the Wildcat coach is just as much a public figure as the 
mayor or the police chief. Hyder has taken the heat that 
goes with his job, and now it’s past time he got some of the 
credit for the team’s success.

How ironic it was for Miller Shealy to be named the 
Coach of the Year in Region 1-AAA by the sportswriters 
when Shealy’s Bainbridge team finished 5-5 and Hyder’s 
’Cats finished 9-1. Shealy did a good job in turning around 
the Bearcats, but Hyder’s team is about to play in the 
state championship. He must have done something right 
somewhere.

And now for the game.
This has gotta’ sound like an instant replay of the past 

three weeks but the same principle still applies. If you’re 
going to try to beat Valdosta, you better have a passing 
and a running attack.

Thomasville could not throw ... the Bulldogs lost 39-20. 
Benedictine could not throw ... the Cadets lost 13-0. Clarke 
Central does not like to throw ... you get the picture.

Here’s a 20-7 Valdosta victory.

The \ aldosta Daily Time*. Sat.. Dec. 10. 19। him l/rr, IQ, ]

Bainbridge Sweeps VHS
By Times Staff Writer AStaff Writer

BAINBRIDGE - Bain­
bridge s Bearcats and Kit­
tens proved to be rude hosts 
sweeping both ends of a 
h^V^* ^ schoo» 
basketball doubleheader 
night Valdosta here Friday

“After the Lowndes game 
(Valdosta fell 43-36 before the 
Vikettes Tuesday night), it 
was difficult.

“When you make one of 
nine free throws, and don’t 
play good defense, and don’t 
hustle, it’s hard to win,”

Coach Norman Sainz’s 
Valdosta boys, stiU playing 
with only half of their team 
due to football playoffs, fell to 
their fifth loss in as many

««e Bearkittens raced to a 
? ” ^e °P®ner. before 

v«w C?tS .^“SSed past the 
ta boys 7bM >n the 

nightcap, r ---- -w^^ ... „„ liiany
Bainbridge followed the ga™es

offensive performances of The Wildcats kept it close 
fern Edwards, Tina Gadsen 
and Cheryl Strickland to its 
win over Jerry Baker’s 
Valdosta Kittens.

Edwards dumped in 16
& G2dsen hit for 14 and 
v r.’5^ and chipped in 13 as 
wfth °»Sta feI1 t0 a 3-2 record 

nK^°nd Strai8ht 1OSS.Bainbridge has been 
terlen °nce’by Lowndes. 
. The Bearkittens jumned 
SdXTwL«a^^

Sh rU “'^‘V after that.
Shirley Berrian baneed 

home 20 points and vS 
Crawford added 
Valdosta. 14 for

“We didn’t get i- - 
Bainbridge,” said gak™ 
VaMotta GIRL$

up for

Bainbridge ^ ^ 27 45
VALDOSTA >4 30 41 55

Whitehead 9, fX 2 ^^^ 14-
^ E.Vans- '£k <JSr'an ”- S'^^’.

^rreli rc2Sm ^'<^ ”- 
4. Brovm 3, Cohen 3 Xto^ar* ’*■ Williams 
«il^oL’s'8'S ,ield 909,5 2S- *ree throws 5

Vaw«t. ^^
Bainbridge 12 1* 31 54

VALDOSTA 12 M SO
J^ Z Stroud K Chr^S^n^. Danf*s 14, 
Dame4. Powell 4, 030,6,5 6' Pelx 4,
<* Z^^iTls13 *,eld 903,5 18' ^e® throws 18

DBbs?^?T*®PrV 16, Taylor4 /

Team totals: field 2LFreerr«n. 
°t Hf fouls 20. 90 s 31' free throws 9 /

in the first quarter, playing 
the powerful Bearcats even 
at 12-12.

But Bainbridge exploded in 
the second period to outscore 
Valdosta 26-7, and never had 
any trouble the rest of the 
way.

“We played a real good 
first quarter,” said Sainz 
and a Pret‘y good fourth 

quarter. But we just stood 
ter’”’1^ '” ^e second quar-

He praised the play of

Police Roundup

Cedric Stroud, who led the 
Wildcats in scoring with 16 
points.

“Bainbridge played like the 
region champions,” he said. 
“But our boys hustled. They 
knew who they were playing, 
and they stuck it out. They 
didn’t do a bad job.”

Donald Barber threw in 19 
points to lead the Bearcats, 
while Henry Curtis added 16 
and Greg Bess added 11.

Chandler Daniels added 14 
points for Valdosta.

2 VHS Students
Arrested Friday

By Times Staff Writer
Two Valdosta High School 

students were arrested at the 
school on disorderly conduct 
charges Friday, police 
report.

Reports said vice principal
Donald Allison called police 
when Glenda R. Blair, 18., of 
14 Hudson Dockett, and a 16- 
year-old girl began fighting in 
the school lunchroom about 
1:30p.m.

The 16-year-old was turned i 
over to juvenile authorities.

State law prohibits the | 
publication of the names of I 
juvenile offenders under 17 I 
years of age. I •



’Dosta, LHS Hit The Road
By Times Staff Writer areahoopslate

Valdosta and Lowndes hit
the road tonight for a pair of 
Region 1-AAA (South) high 
school basketball twin-bills.

Valdosta’s Wildcats and 
Kittens meet Bainbridge, and 
Lowndes’ Vikings and 
Vikettes take on Thomasville.

Coach Norman Sainz’ ’Cats 
are 0-4 on the year, heading 
into the encounter with the 
unbeaten Bearcats. Bain­
bridge won the region title 
last season and is one of the 
favorites to repeat this time 
out.

Valdosta is still without its 
football-playing regulars, 
who are scheduled to meet

Tonight
Prep 

Valdosta at Bainbridge 
Lowndes at Thomasville 
Clinch at Lanier 
GCS at Westbrook 
Turner at Cook 
Echols at Broxton 
Valwcod at Pineland 
Worth at Brooks 
Florida High at Madison 
Taylor at Hamilton 
Hamilton girls at P. K. Yonge

Saturday ' 
Prep

Lanier at Norman Park 
Pineland at GCS 
Fitzgerald at Cook boys 
Valwood at Bainbridge 
Brooksat Mithcell 
Madison at Maclay

College 
Chipola at NFJC

Coach Jerry Baker’s 
Kittens have been the sur­
prise of the area so far with a 
3-1 record, losing only to 
unbeaten Lownaes. The 
Bainbridge girls finished 
second to Lowndes in the

Clarke Central in Athens 
Saturday night for the Class 
AAA state championship.

region last season.
The Vikettes of Coach 

Charles Cooper are 7-0 on the 
season and in the midst of a 
37-winning streak. They 
defeated Thomasville handily 
last season.

Coach Terry Wilkes’ 
Vikings are rolling along with 
a 5-2 record, having lost only 
to Dougherty (Albany) and 
Bainbridge.

In other games on a slam- 
packed night of action. Clinch 
County (Homerville) tangles 
with Lanier County in 
Lakeland, Ga., Georgia 
Christian School (Dasher) 
meets Westbrook in Dixie, 
Cook hosts Turner County 
(Ashburn) in Adel and Echols 
County (Statenville) travels 
to Broxton.

Also, Valwood looks for its 
second win in Moultrie 
against Pineland and Brooks 
County entertains Worth 
County (Sylvester) in 
Quitman.

In games involving Florida 
schools, Madison hosts 
Florida High of Tallahassee, 
Taylor County (Perry) 
travels to Hamilton County 
(Jasper) and the Hamilton 
girls meet P. K. Yonge in 
Gainesville.

In Saturday night games, 
it’s Lanier County at Norman 
Park, Pineland at GCS, 
Fitzgerald at Cook boys, 
Valwood at Bainbridge, 
Brooks at Mitchell County 
(Camilla), Madison at 
Maclay (Tallahassee) and 
Chipola Junior College at 
North Florida Junior College 
in Madison.
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Central Coach Learned
About ’Dosta Firsthand

By MIKE CHASON
ATHENS - Billy Hen­

derson says Valdosta football 
taught him a “lot of lessons.’’

Come Saturday night at 
7:30 p.m. at Death Valley 
Stadium here, Henderson 
hopes he’s the teacher.

“When I started my 
program at Willingham in 
Macon, they (Valdosta’s 
Wildcats) were the sights I 
used to teach my players on,’ 
Henderson said as he 
prepared his Clarke Central 
team for the Class AAA state 
championship game against 
Valdosta here Saturday.

“I told them ‘this is how 
you’re supposed to play 
football.’ They were fun­
damentally sound. They 
blocked well, they tackled 
well and they had great 
imagination on offense.

“They would knock you 
down, and then they d pick 
you up.” .

While at Willingham. 
Henderson said he faced the 
Wright Bazemore-coached 
Valdosta teams seven times 
When the two teams fell into 
different regions, Henderson 
had a 3-3-1 record against the 
since retired wizard of high 
school football.

“Coach Bazemore whipped 
us in ’61 and ’62.” Henderson 
said. “That’s when we were 
learning. In ’63, we managed 
to win 13-0 In ’64. we went to 
Valdosta and managed to run 
the score up to 14-13. In 65, 
we won a real cliffhanger in 
Macon, 12-7. That was the 
only loss they had that year. 
Course, we were supposed to 
be in the state finals our­
selves ’’

Valdosta beat Willingham 
27-7 in 1966 and then the two 
teams tied 7-7 in 1967.

Henderson hasn’t faced the 
Black-and-Gold since.

“Nobody in this world has 
more respect for Valdosta 
football than Billy Hen­
derson,” he said. “We ve

Game-By-Game
Clarke 24, Habersham 7Clarke 7, Cedar Shoals O

Clarke 40, Franklin 0
Clarke 9, Southwest 6
Clarke 43, Briarcliff O
Clarke 20, Johnson O
Clarke 7, Dunwoody O

Clarke 14, Tucker 0
Clarke 26, Northeast O
Clarke 20, Henderson 0
Clarke 16, Lakeside 14
Clarke 14, Newnan 7

Clarke 20, SW DeKalb 7

always stressed defense, and 
this was influenced by Coach 
Bazemore. He always put his 
best athletes there first.

“But the real edge that 
Valdosta has on people is 
their imagination on offense. 
People do things today and 
think they’re modern 
...Valdosta was doing it in tne

Henderson calls his Clarke 
Central offense “con­
servative.” A

The 13-0 Gladiators got 
1,243 yards rushing out of 
tailback Stan Davis (5-9 160 
sr.) this year. Q^^^r) 
Jim Bob Harris (6-2, 185, sr.) 
ran for 415 more yards on just 
35 carries for an 11.6 y

ro«^>

be throwing it.

1181,1 Td for deep pu"«. and 

receivers at ^^Henderson

Valdosta’s four-year starter 
in the signal-caller’s slot.

“Well, I’ll be glad to tell 
you that after the game, 
Henderson said. “Buck has 
got to be one of the greatest of 
all times in Georgia high 
school circles. Of course, I ve 
iust seen him on film.

Henderson isn’t gearing his 
defense to stop Valdosta s 
number 7 however

“We’ve got to stop Belue 
along with the other folks on 
that football team, Hen 
derson said. “We .can’t be 
concerned with just one 
nhase That’s the reason they 
Cave such an outstanding 
football team.”

Henderson’s club nas 
scored 260 points this season 
for a 20.0 average per garn^ 
It has only given up 53 points 
for a 4 0 average per Kame.

Valdosta has scored 403 
points for a 31.0 average and 
Civen up 109 points for an 8. 

^AsTformer member of 1- 
AAA and a present member 
of 8-AAA Henderson has had 
» chance to compare prep footS in different sections 
of the state. Is 1-AA

schools claim . ht aKOut 
“There was no doubt acom

it when I coached there. 
Henderson said. “I’ve beer 
away for awhile but I stiL 
agree with them. When you 
have Albany, Moultrie and 
Thomasville in the same 
region... , .

“I think those people have i 
reason to believe that.

Probable starting lineups 
for both teams follow:

Offense - ^^^^wG^ 

and J011"^’'"^^ Scott Griffin 090. 
Guthrie (220, sr J and scon and
jr..), suards Bubba Hardin ( Tonv
Andy Chapman (180, P'- .^ FrankaSetti (210, “^ R^^lth 055. 
Council (182, sr J and ^.^/^funback 
ir > c ^'VL" ?7^ ir fir Ernest Kino 
XsophGr  ̂ Beiue ',85

Defense- ends [^9 “"^Vel’cuHis 
and Lynn Ro^*l pi J Joyd (235, sr.) or 
Wright (185, sr.) and Twiddle guard 
Jimbo Hancock sopnjjnebackers John
Craig Simmons ^^'A poKert Baldin 006, 

(182K'Jks Tmy T^nas 072, ir.) 
Sr ), cornerbacks Troy ) feties Allen

Jimmy Hartman 078. wJ^

I£derM(^
guards Phtt Nelms * ,,„.

055^0,'^^ Jim ^ Harr,S °85'

^Defense — endsl^Y R^s?5/ tackles
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Belue Among top 3 Prospecte _
ATLANTA (AP) — East 

Rome’s Larry Kinnebrew 
quarterback Buck Belue o 
Valdosta and lineman Lee 
North of Shamrock are rated 
as the top three college 
prospects in what one 
recruiter calls “a very 
average year” in Georgia 
high school football.

Players cannot sign grant­
in-aids with colleges until 
Saturday, Dec. 10, the same 
day Georgia holds its state 
football finals.

Kinnebrew, a 6-foot-2. 240- 
pound fullback-linebacker 
who runs the 100-yard dash in 
9 6 seconds and has captured 
the state heavyweight 
wrestling championship, “is 
in a class by himself,” said 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^8

one recruiter.
Rplue a 6-foot-l, 

pounder,’ has been a sta^ ®j 
Valdosta since his freshma 
season. He has more than 
4,400 career passing ya 
and 37 touchdowns. Belue 
K punts f»r • kk-yard 

nounder who plays both ways tackle, missed all but two 
games as a junior because of 
cartilage damage in a knee, 
but he played this season 
without being hampered.

Recruiters from tne 
Southeastern Conference and 
area major independents 
were nearly unanimous in 
naming 14 others who should 
be successful in maJJJLj.

“iwEde: Chip Banks. 
Laney 6-6, 230, tight end- 
Saiker; Mack Thompson,

El^ S«
Benedictine, 6-2, ^35, 
lineman; Darnsh Davis, 
Richmond Academy. 6-0 185, 
running back; Clifford 
Austin, Avondale, 6-0, 185, 
running back; Matt Simon, 
Statesboro, 6-1, 190, running 
back; Lee Otis Burton, 
Americus, 6-5,230, lineman.

Also, Mike Cofer, 
Peachtree, 6-3, 225, tight end, 
Gary Westbury, Rockdale 
County, 6-4, 215, lineman; 
Sylvester Elkins, East Rome, 
6-2, 185, quarterback­
defensive back; John

^^1"^ Jordan 
Washington, 6-5. 2 ’ 
lineman; Lindsay
Wavne County, 6-2. 180, w,ae Ser; Charles Tbomo. 
Douglas County, 6-2, 195. 
quarterback.

Others mentioned include.
Linemen - Jimmy Payne, 

Cedar Shoals; Phil Gray, 
Fayette County; Tim Bobo 
Campbell-Smyrna; Mitch 
Gilstrap, Marietta; Bubba 
Diggs, Butler; Rory Cun­
ningham, South Cobb; Bill 
Lippincott, Westminster, 
Augustus Curley, Southwest 
Atlanta; Eddie Stanford. 
Westside; Curtis Rouse, 
Laney; Kip Greene, Ware 
County; Rickey Chaney,

Lowndes.
Running backs — Gregory 

Banes, Washington; Marcus 
Williams, Decatur; Johnny 
Taylor, Vidalia ; Ronnie Paul, 
R. E. Lee; Jesse Cainion, 
Warner Robins; Harry 
Skipper, Appling County; 
Doug Bonner, North Clayton; 
Scedric Moss, Dougherty.

Quarterbacks — David 
Archer, Woodward 
Academy; Chip McMillan,, 
Newnan; Jim Bob Harris,
Clarke Central; Jerrill
Sprinkle, Sequoyah; Jerry
Aubin, Dougherty; Tim
Rhino, Henderson; Bobby 
King, Harper; Tim Carter. 
Washington-Wilkes; Terry 
Bishop. Briarwood Academy.

Clemson’s Stan Rome (3) Makes Face At Randy Nesbit

College Basketball

Clemson Cuts Down The Citadel
CLEMSON, S.C. (AP) — / 

Clemson took an early lead in / 
the first half and then played 
on even terms with The 
Citadel in the second half to 
down the Bulldogs 99-65 
Saturday afternoon.

Tom Slawson of The Citadel 
took scoring honors with 23 
points, all in the second half. 
But Clemson had four players 
in double figures to offset the 
hot-shooting Slawson.

John Campbell, 6-foot-9 
sophomore, led the Tigers in 
scoring with 19 points in a 
reserve role. Three Clemson 
starters were also in double 
figures, with Colon Abraham 
having 16 points, Stan Rome 
adding 13 and Jim Howell 
contributing 10.

Rome is a former 
basketball and football 
standout for Valdosta, Ga., 
High School..

The victory pushed 
Clemson’s record to 4-0, while 
The Citadel suffered its first 
loss after three straight . 
victories.

TViiro nvorramp a nrv\r f

I^lj^"?-) Wildcats Return ^'^ ^’^'f
Once again a Valdosta High School football it was a coming out party for the V iking^

team is playing for all the marbles. The It was a re-entry to the field of gian s
Wildcats gave their followers a lot of thrills 
Friday night when they defeated the Demons 
of Warner Robins, unbeaten in 28 previous 
games.

This coming Saturday night it is for all the 
marbles in the state’s AAA football cham­
pionship game.

The Wildcats must go to Athens, the north 
champs, to decide the state winner.

It is highly complimentary of the area that 
the only team to tame the ’Cats this year was 
the Lowndes High Vikings, another home 
grown variety of football players.

• The Wildcats are no strangers to the state 
championship game. Neither are the Athens 
players, so it promises to be a fine football 
game.

Either way the contest goes, football fans 
in this area, and we have a plentiful supply, 
can tell the world they have had a treat this 
season.

^t - -^ n

Wildcats. _
An effort was made to get the n0 f 

champs to play the game at the Un.ve^ of 
Georgia stadium, an indication of •
people would like to watch the play ,he

Athens was having none ofthat s0 J^Vote 
must cram into an 8.000-seat stadiu _ 
it. The Wildcats have been ^re t0

We wish the team well in their e 
bring the state crown back to our Lns 
area many of our admittedly par 1 
feel “owns” the trophy. , . ticC

Meanwhile, the Vikings have ser' . anj 
they are also a power to be ^^ «naj 
just might be there next year whe 
roll is called. men

Either way, we have some y°“vf per­
representing our area and they tbejr 
formed well. We hope they can
dreams on Saturday night.



Kittens Win 3rd, 
’Cats Drop Third

■Spring Practice To Continu

^nrs^tw0 basketball 
Sch followed the same ^tSev have trod all ’ 
^J^a twin-bill with 
Manroe here Saturday night. 
^Valdosta Kittens won 
JJ third straight game with 

a H U Wildcats lost theirstrait by a 77-63

^Mncta hosts cross- 
i L””d“

exploded 
A points for Coach Jerry 
K’s Kittens, off to one of 
“■. best starts in years. 
Vera Crawford and Lisa Feix 
added 11 each.

Gwen Willia“® d’u 
Carolyn Owen scored 12 
points each for Monroe..

uWe did a lot of standing

Shirley Berrian just really 
Jus in the ballgame”

Valdosta’s boys got 15 
mints from 6-4 Cedric Stroud 
and 11 more from Chandler 
Daniels. Tony Riggins threw 
in 30for Monroe.

"He (Riggins) slam- 
dunked two or three and just 
knocked the lights out. VHS 
boys’ Coach Norman Sainz 
said. "We were just cold as 
ice the first half.

"Probably the highlight of 
the game for us was 15 points 
out of Cedric Stroud. He also, 
did a real good job for us on 
the boards.”

girls

v-^ 8 5 5 5
“valdosta (561 - Powell’: °£*fC«w 
Whitehead 5, Berrian 20. Mx 1*. Evans. 
Irvin, Stewart, Baker.

Team totals: field goals U 8
^MoSoE^ffl) - WilliafT^ 
Holsey 8, Spurlin 7, Green 7, Frazier 2, 
^Team^otals: field goals 23. free throws 4

The Wildcats are still 
without the services of the 
VHS football players, who 
play for the Class AAA state
title Saturday. Over half the d. 

also plays Mbasketball team 
football.

Four L

of 12, fouls 16.

Valdosta
BOYS

10 77 47 S3
24 48 6 2 77Monroe -• - -

VALDOSTA (63) - Chandler Daniels 11,
News, Chris Daniels. Stroud 15, Russell X 
Feix3, Dame6, Powell 8, Jones 4. Tillman 5, 

Team totals field goals 28, tree throws 11 
of 26. fouls 19

MONROE(77)-Riggins30, Jefferson 16. 
Johnson 2, McGee 6, Brown 9, Shealy 9, 
Tumblin?.

Twm totals field goals M free throws 9 
of 18. fouls 19. •

GHSA Dumps Plan
By Times Staff Writer 

THOMASTON — The 
Georgia High School 
Association’s energy-saving 
program of beginning 
athletic contests early was 
abolished at the
organization’s Executive 
Committee meeting here 
Tuesday.

i The long-standing tradition 
of spring football drills was 
also upheld by the com-

mittee.
Called harmful and inef­

fective by some, the program 
to begin high school football 
games at 7:30 p.m., insteadof 
8 p.m., and to start basketball 
doubleheaders at 6:45 p.m. 
instead of 7 p.m., was in­
stituted this season.

The earlier starting times 
were carried through for this 
season’s football games, but 
they are not to be used in the

upcoming basketball season 
The committee voted to set 

the starting time of 
basketball games back to its 
old time. 7 p.m.

Next season, the starting 
time for football contests is 
also to be moved back to 8 
p.m., at the option of the 
participating teams.

However, teams may begin 
games at 7:30 p.m., if they 
choose to do so.

ocal Players
Are Named All-State

By Times Staff Writer
Three Valdosta players and 

one Lowndes player have 
been selected as first-team 
members of the Georgia High 
School Football Magazine’s

1977 Class AAA All-State 
team.

Valdosta quarterback Buck 
Belue was the top vote-getter 
in the poll of the magazine’s 
subscribers, which include

There had been a move to 
abolish spring grid drills, 
viewed by some as wasteful 
and useless.

But the committee decided 
to continue the programs as 
they were in the past, as well 
as continuing spring games 
between two schools, or 
jamborees involving several 
teams.

wr ZJ??7h^h school football cpaches
VHb Wrestlers in the state> and many 

n r«d'° and
l\in Rprripn television sports editors.

Valdosta defensive backs
Troy Thomas and Allen
Worthy were also selected as 
first-team members.

Lowndes linebacker Ronnie 
Adkins also made the team, 
one of three juniors to do so.

Belue received honorable 
mention in the poll as a 
punter and in the Most 
Valuable Player selection.

By Times Staff Writer
Valdosta survived a strong 

rally by Berrien’s Rebels to 
claim a 40-30 high school 
wrestling win over the Nash­
ville, Ga., team here Thur­
sday.

Coach Jim Landrum’s 
Wildcats, competing with just 
four regulars back from last 
season, had to rely on wins 
from their younger com­
petitors to claim the win in 
the first match of the season 
for both teams.

Fifteen Wildcat wrestlers 
are still involved in the 
football program.

Valdosta is to meet Fit­
zgerald and Perry Dec. 31, at 
Fitzgerald.

Individual results follow:
or oound class —* Wade Connell (V) 

pinned Dempsey Bennett; 105-pound class 
— Greg Godwin (V) pinned Gary Phliliffi, 
112 pound class — Marty Faulkner (B)^ 
Dinned Andy Jaramillo; 119 pound class gKld Ha/rison (V) decisioned Danny 
Watkins, 113; 126 pound class — Donnie 
Brooker (B) won by forfeit over Danny 
J*132 pound class — Jerome LOY'^-L^Yl 
pinnedOzell Collins (B); 145 pound class 
Mike Shoupe ( B) won by ^^Vh^II (V?

Guthrie; heavyweight class - Donald 
Cranford (B) pinned Jay Guthrie.

It was also at Tuesday's 
meeting that the committee 
upheld an earlier Appeal 
Board ruling which rein­
stated Valdosta wins over 
Crisp County (Cordele) and 
Bainbridge. ,

Another 1-AAA quar­
terback, Jerry Aubin of 
Dougherty, was named Most 
Valuable.

PREP POLL

Upsets Shake Up 
Class A Rankings
By BILL BRYANT
While the early season con­

tinues to go along rather 
smoothly for Top 10 members 
in Class AAA, AA and B, 
there is another major dis­
turbance in the Class A rank­
ings this week.

Four ranked Class A teams 
were beaten over the week­
end, and another came away 
with a tie in its season 
opener, leaving this week’s 
poll with quite a different 
look.

The upsets started at the 
top, with No. 1 ranked Com­
merce, (knocked off by Ste­
phens County 7-0), and also 
caught No. 5 Cartersville (a 
22-20 loser to Calhoun), No. 7 
Irwin County (a 12-0 loser to 
Coffee) and No. 10 Milton (a 
3-2 loser to Roswell). And 
North Springs could come 
away with only a 14-14 tie to 
show against Marist.

As a result, East Rome 
moves up a notch into the 
Class A hot seat, Commerce 
falls to two, North Springs 
slips to fifth and Irwin County 
clings to 10th. With Carters­
ville and Milton out of the 
rankings, George, 1-0 after an 
easy win over Sylvan, and 
Early County, 1-0 after taking 
care of Brookstone, move in 
at eighth and ninth, respec­
tively.

CLASS AAA
1. Griffin (1-0) plays Rockdale County 

^2* Valdosta (0-0) plays Crisp County

Friday.
3. Lakeside (3-0) plays Tucker 

Friday.
4. Clarke Central (1-0) plays Franklin 

County Friday.
5. Central Thomasville (0-0) plays 

Moultrie Friday.
6. Wheeler (2-0) plays Sprayberry 

Friday.
7. Warner Robins (1-0) plays Carver, 

Columbus Saturday.
8. Southwest DeKalb (1-0) plays 

Douglas County Friday.
9. Richmond Academy (1-0) plays 

North Augusta, S.C. Saturday.
10. Wayne County (0-0) Plays States­

boro Friday.
CLASS AA

1. Dalton (1-0) plays Murray County 
Friday.

2. Woodward Academy (1-0) plays 
Marist Friday.

3. Fayette County (2-0) plays Pal­
metto Friday.

4. Americus (2-0) does not play.
5. Dublin (1-0) plays Washington 

County Friday.
6. Avondale (0-1) plays Clarkston 

Friday.
7. Ware County (1-0) does not play.
8. Stephens County (1-0) plays I 

Habersham Central Friday.
9. Westminster (1-0) plays Li thia 

Springs Friday.
10. Lakeshore (1-0) plays Campbell, I 

Fairburn Friday.
CLASS A

1. East Rome (1-0) plays Carrollton I 
Friday.

2. Commerce (1-1) plays Madison I 
County Friday.

3. Seminole County (1-0) plays I 
Brooks County Friday.

4. Vidalia (1-0) does not play.
5. North Springs (0-0-1) plays St.

Pius Friday. 4
6. Bowdon (0-1) plays Model Friday. |
7. Lamar County (1-0) plays Heard 

County Friday.
8. George (1-0) plays Bass Saturday. I
9. Early County (1-0) plays Harris 

County Friday.
10. Irwin County (0-2) Plays Fitzger- I

•“ Frida¥ CLASS B
. 1. Buford (1-0) Plays East Hall I 

F''2.aV Lincoln County (0-0) Plays I 
Washington-Wilkes Friday.

3. Bremen (1-0) Plays Trion Friday.
4. West Point (1-1) Plays Brookstone 

Fr,5.a Reidsville (1-0) plays Lyons Friday.
6. Jefferson (2-0) Plays Winder-Bar- I 

r0* Savannah Country Day (1-0) plays I 

Effingham County Friday. -
8. Pelham (1-0) plays Calhoun County

F 9. Hogansville (1-0) plays Jackson I 

^'l^Macon County (0-1) plays Unadilla I 
Friday. I



Danny Becton Is

“jW Mr,. Mann about 
Dannv “He’s the sweetest 
thing/’ she ^ys Mention his 
name again, and ^ •> '
‘ He’s the sweetest thing.

Fifteen-year-old Danny 
Becton is one of those rare 
teen-agers who care about 
older people. Mrs_Mann 
much older than Danny, 
yearsolder to be exact.

Last Thursday Danny 
delivered Mrs. Manns 
Valdosta Times, but she 
wasn’t in the yard to mee 
him. He missed his usual chat 
with her.

But he didn’t think too 
much about it. She isn J 
always out in her front yard 
to meet him.

She might just as well have 
been in the back yard tending 
to her camellias. Mrs. Mann 
is one of the city’s fading 
camellia-growers. And at 85 
she has lost none of her in­
terest in her camellias and 
garden.

Friday, Danny came by 
and again Mrs. Mann wasn’t 
there to meet him. That 
really didn’t disturb him. 
What did, though, was the 
fact the Thursday paper was 
still where he had thrown it

By 

TENNEY 

griffin

the day before. Mrs. Mann 
hadn’t picked it up and tha

Dann, 
3,.°^ told Betty Flytke
that Mrs. Mann hadn t Picked 
up her paper from ^e 
before. That worried Mrs. 
Flythe who told her husband. 
Louie Flythe called Tom Wall 
who lives across Azalea 
Drive from Mrs. Mann.

Wall went to the house ana 
in the kitchen found Mrs. 
Mann sprawled on ^e floor. 
Wall called the hospital. The 
ambulance came and took 
her to South Georgia Medical 
Center-

Mrs. Flythe called the 
Times office Monday and 
said, “I just want to tell you 
what an alert carrier boy you 
have. ’ *

There’s little doubt that 
Danny’s alertness probably 
saved Mrs. Mann’s life. But 
then Danny is that kind of 
youngster. He cares.

As best as Mrs. Mann can

Kind Who Cares
, she fell in the kitchen ^3 J m Thursday. Tom 
^11 found her about 6 p.m. 

^was admitted to the 
_ with a wrenched 
S “It may.be broken,"

ShMrs'd Mann’s ordeal star- 
she explained when she 

tent to the refrigerator for a 
X of water. “I stepped on 
a darned empty can of cat 
food. It sent me sailing, she 
said as she both chuckled 
and complained of the pain m 
her knee. Mamie Mann has 
lost none of her zip.

What did she think about as 
she lay there for more than 24 
hours? “I thought maybe I d 
just lay there and die.

“When we’d read about 
someone being found dead at 
home, I’d always tell my 
neighbors, ‘Please don t let 
me lay here and die. And 
they didn’t, thanks to Danny, 
he’s the sweetest thing.

“You are still going strong, 
aren’t you?” Mrs. Mann was 
asked. “I think now Im 
somewhat handicapped she 
replied in what may be the 
understatement of the year.

No one can convince Danny 
Becton he’s a hero. He just 
reacted in what he’d consider 
a normal manner.

Danny is the son of Mr. ana 
Mrs. R A. Becton of 2701 
Berkley Drive. He attends

Danny Rec ton
Valdosta High School and 
plays the baritone horn in the 
Marchin’ Cats band.

He’s been a Valdosta Times 
carrier for more than four 
years and city circulation 
- „__:- Bennettmanager Craig
describes him as an
cellent” carrier.

“ex

DannyOn Saturday, 
Becton went to South Georgia 
Medical Center to visit Mrs, 
Mann. He is the kind of
youngster who cares.

The Valdosta

ler Old VHS

URNER’S'

nunity center 
n sports.

’i-u r .e.u, anu me lour ,“I didn.t do much of a job of ex.

Give dad more . 
than just an easy chair. 
Give him our 
Woodmark Original. 
At *299.95 it's easy 
on your budget, too.
Deep comfort. Classic styling. Covered in 
rich, plush sable brown, terra cotta, 
moss green, antique gold or 
French blue velvet. Generous proportions, and 
large loose back, down-filled cushion. 
More than just another easy chair, and 
it's only at TURNER'S. Chair, 299.95.
Matching ottoman, $110.00

410118—84 Pages

the lot as part 
plex already

, baseball 
o says he 
e paid to 
el he did

rom scratch 
the superin­
ction with a 
ined.

something 
and drama 
of athletic 
as already 
reas.
m leftover 
Iti-purpose 
d as well/’

pressing myself,” he admitted 0 
do too well in public speaking

He also said he would be agal 
selling the land for a shopping center

“1 don’t think I would be in fa^° 
that, no,” he replied. “1 think 
superintendant’s offices are 
located. I think we should hold on 
property while we can.” t

Smith also pointed out toeb0*r 
consider other problems in its de 
Among them would be the co , 
moving Cleveland Field or bui 
new stadium. the

Also to be considered, he said. d
offices and warehouse space bei g 
by the school board which would hav 
to be replaced somewhere. t0

“We’re also leasing out a 
CESA (Cooperative EduC* era 
Service Agency), which serves, 00
counties. And each year we a 
three busses (to the fleet) and wer 
going to need a terminal some i
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AAA Championship football ' 
br^t. haS been Ranged 
slightly, according to Jack 
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tendent’s office.
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8 a m un‘M noon'. I 

Kent said.
All remaining tickets are 

to be sold at Barnes Drue 
a„ ----- Stor-® aftcr noon *
_JLj^l2!Lli£!S£lJ}olde^^ he said.

Va
Clarke To
Meet Sat

By The Associated Press
Valdosta will be playing for the Class AAA Georgia high 

school championship Saturday for the first time since 1971 
after the Wildcats shocked defending champion Warner 
Robins 27-8 Friday night in one of eight semifinal-round 
football games.

Valdosta, 11-1, handed the Demons their first loss in 29 
games led by quarterback Buck Belue who passed for two 
touchdowns and added 40yards in 12 carries.

“I thought it would be a little closer than that,” said 
Warner Robins Coach Robert Davis whose squad ended at 
11-1. “But they executed well and just knocked us upside 
down.”

Valdosta, which captured 15 state championships under 
now retired Coach Wright Bazemore, will attempt to 
capture number one for Coach Nick Hyder, in his fourth 
year with the Wildcats.

Belue hit on seven of 15 passes for 99 yards, including 
TD strikes of eight and 15 yards and passed for a twopoint 
conversion.

The Wildcats will travel to Athens to face Clarke Cen­
tral Saturday night. Clarke Central, 13-0, whipped 12-1 
Southwest DeKalb 20-7 Friday night.

Hyder said the state title contest is scheduled to begin at 
7:30p.m. at “Death Valley Stadium”in Athens Saturday.

In other Friday night contests, Waycross edged 
Woodward Academy 9-6 and Dalton defeated Gordon 20-12 
in Class AA; East Rome topped Commerce 21-20 in two 
overtimes and Early County nipped Jeff Davis 14-13 in 
Class A, and defending champion Lincoln County beat 
Savannah Country Day 22-6 in Class B.

In Saturday night’s only game, Jefferson defeated West 
Point 20-16 in the other Class B semifinal.

Clarke-Central scored on a pair of short runs in the first 
quarter by Hillary Billups and Stan Davis and held off 
Southwest DeKalb which trailed 14-7 but continually 
threatened until the Gladiators iced the contest with a 
fourth period score.

Keith Taylor tossed a 74-yard touchdown pass to 
Charles Junior and Waycross, 13-0, added a late safety for 
its triumph over Woodward Academy, 11-2. „

Dalton, 12-1, got a pair of touchdown passes from Kenny 
Sharp while Richard Nash hit on 16 of 28 pass attempts for 
213 yards for Gordon, 11-2.

Fast Rome 14-0, got last second heroics from. quar­
terback Sy™ ester Elkins who hit flanker Willie Wells on a 

time to get the Gladiators close at 20-19 Elkins tnen 
Zed the tying point and East Rome was awarded he 
Sory by deeper non-scoring penetration during the 

overtime.
„ Q n 9 had cone ahead 20-13 with only 1:51 left 

in^on^ ^an Allen scored from 17 

yards out. _ ~ Davis 10-2, when the 

failed by inches to convert the two-point try.
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To Economy
Income Taxes
From Students
Offset Costs

By 
NORMAN 
GREENE

He Knows College 
Not For Everyone

During the decade of the seventies, one of the biggest 
outcries to the education establishment, from the general 
public as well as from politicians, has been the high cost of 
education versus the quality of the end product.

The purpose of this article is not to argue either of these 
two points, but to present some very interesting figures 
about Distributive Education as they relate to cost and 
product.

Last year there were 122 DE programs located in 115 
high schools, with 6,862 high school students enrolled 
during the 1976-1977 school year.

These DE students paid $821,240 in state and federal 
income taxes. The major portion of this going to the 
federal government.

The money earned by DE students, came to $8,024,980. 
It is safe to say that this money went back into the state’s 
economy.

As far as the program cost is concerned, an estimated 
$500,000, the budget for grant-in-aid to vocational funds to 
school systems, was less than the income taxes paid by 
DE students enrolled.

In fact, it was several hundred thousands dollars less.
Comparing figures, we find that for a grant of ap­

proximately $500,000, we put back into the economy 
$8,024,980.

Certainly we can conclude from these figures that co-op 
education is definitely a good investment in dollars and 
cents. However, let’s look at the end product of our 
education process.

Our DE students work a unique situation in that they are 
able to receive valuable work experiences and classroom 
training while attending their regular classes. Students 
who sign up for DE during their junior and senior years of 
high school, take their required subjects, English, Math, 
Science, and History, as well as a class in DE.

Under no circumstances does DE interfere with a 
student’s academic courses. In fact DE is an academic 
elective accepted by most colleges throughout the U.S.

Special To The Times
James Bridges, vocational 

supervisor at Valdosta High 
School, fulfills his position 
with various duties. Being 
involved with the several 
vocational departments, such 
as Home Economics, 
Business Education, and the 
Work-Study Programs, 
Bridges carries out the rules 
and concepts of the state 
education board.

He supervises not only 
VHS, but also the students at 
Valdosta Junior High School. 
His chief duty is to coordinate 
these vocational programs 
and keep them running 
smoothly.

Coming to Valdosta six 
years ago, he has served the 
Valdosta vocational program 
his entire residency. He has 
seen the changes and ac­
complishments of DE and 
other vocational programs 
from a front row seat.

At the old high school, 
Bridges said, “The school 
dwelled on academic subjects

JAMES BRIDGES
VHS Vocational E. Supervisor 
and geared the students for 
college. The attitudes of the 
board of education, the 
society, and the school were 
always that way.”

The students were then 
moved to the Forrest Street

location and the attitudes 
changed locally. There was a 
definite need for a vehicle to 
train VHS students.

“These new attitudes,” 
Bridges added, “decided that 
everyone was not going to 
college and a new training 
program was needed.” The 
Distributive Education 
program was one of the 
essentials to fulfill this need.

Along with DE, other 
vocational courses include 
Transportation, Drafting, 
Construction, and others. 
Today, 20 percent of the 
teachers at VHS are 
vocationally oriented.

When asked what he got out 
of DE, Bridges said, “Per­
sonally, I get the satisfaction 
of seeing students going in 
knowing little and being 
insecure then seeing them 
gain confidence in what they 
learn and see they can learn 
more.”

“Finally,” he added, “I feel 
proud to know that I had a 
part in it.”

Then, It’s Off To The Job
Upon completion of classes each day, the students go to 

their jobs and work about 3-5 hours. This on the job 
training is a very valuable experience for our students, 
since they are treated as a regular employee.

DE students receive no special privileges, they receive 
normal starting salaries for beginning employees and are 
expected to produce in a like manner. However, em­
ployers are very cooperative in working with the DE 
teacher, to coordinate the student’s job responsibilities 
with his classroom training.

In fact, many employers find that DE students can 
perform some responsibilities, such as stockkeeping, 
display, and record keeping, that they might have to hire 
a full time employee just for this one skill.

Through these unique experiences, classroom training 
and on-the-job work experiences, employers benefit as 
well as the students. The investment of time and money on 
the part of the employer is returned in the form of a well 
trained employee that most likely will be working with 
him several years.

Students benefit from the practical training they 
receive while still in high school. The student is well 
prepared to enter the job market upon graduation from 
high school.

In fact we are finding that more and more students are 
continuing to work with their DE employers while at­
tending post secondary institutions or going to work for 
them full time after high school graduation.

The success of the investment in the DE program can be 
evaluated by its end products throughout the city of 
Valdosta and our nation. Many graduates of our local DE 
program can be found in successful business and 
professional careers.

The two feature articles on this page of the DE section, 
about Mr. Exum and Mr. Nolan are certainly typical of 
the many young people who have come through our 
program. Certainly we can see that cooperation between 
the state education department, the local school system 
and the business community can produce a good product, 
with a realistic dollar investment.

GIL HARBIN
Valdosta Mayor

DE Day Is
Proclaimed

Special To The Times
Mayor Gil Harbin of 

Valdosta declared today 
Distributive Education Day 
in Valdosta. This event is 
being sponsored by the
Valdosta High School 
Club.

“This is the day we

DE

set
aside to thank our employers 
and other people who support 
our club ” said Norman 
Greene, teacher-coordinator 
of the club.

The scheduled activities to 
promote DECA this week are 
a three page spread in The 
Valdosta Daily Times, 
marquees proclaiming 
National DECA Week, radio 
spots, TV advertisementsand 
teacher appreciation.

“On DE day we try to tell 
the general public about our 
club. Too many people have 
misinterpretations of what 
Distributive Education is,” 
added Greene.

The day was highlighted 
with the reading of the 
proclamation by Mayor 
Harbin. The DE luncheon 
was held at the Western 
Sizzlin’ steak house.

Projects Keep
DE’ers Moving

Special To The Times
The Valdosta Chapter of 

DECA is one of the busiest 
chapters in the state and one 
of the most active clubs at 
VHS. The club usually plans a 
yearly activities calendar 
that includes schoolwide 
activities, DECA Program 
Development projects, civic 
affairs, and DECA com­
petitive events.

To support the Wildcats 
and the student body of 
V.H.S., DECA paints spirit 
signs, prints bumper 
stickers, sells homecoming 
mums, participates in the 
homecoming parade, and 
decorates a bulletin board in 
the Industrial Education 
Department at the school.

In appreciation of the hard 
working teachers at the 
school, the club presents

Club Members
Are Involved,
In DECA Week

Special To The Times
The Valdosta DECA 

Chapter has been involved in 
many activities throughout 
the week, to celebrate 
National DECA Week. 
Activities included: TV 
commercials, Teachers 
Appreciation Day, billboard 
advertising, DECA Week 
posters, and this three page 
spread in the newspaper.

Zoe Exum and a committee 
of DE students helped write 
the articles and prepare the 
layout for the news office.

Contributing students 
were: Lynn Davis, Sharon 
Gorby, Ellen Eanes, Susan 
Malarski, Karen King, Susan

them with apples during 
National DECA Week.

Two major activities keep 
the club busy: The VHS 
Program Development 
Project and ANDY project 
(Action Now DECA Youth.) 
The Program Development 
Project is highlighted by a 
newspaper spread in The 
Valdosta Daily Times, signs 
around the city, and com­
mercials informing the public 
of National DECA Week.

For the ANDY project, the 
club presents an informative 
fair display and billboards in 
heavy traffic areas around 
the county.

The DE Program has 
always been concerned with 
civic consciousness. In 
recognizing the needs of 
others, the club takes 
Christmas presents to or­
phans and prepares 
Thanksgiving baskets. The 
club helps the Girls Club of 
Valdosta with parties for 
Valentines’s Day and Easter.

As a national organization, 
the club is also busy with 
meetings of district, state, 
and national levels.

Each year the club strives 
to live up to DECA’s high 
standards, become involved 
in more projects, succeed in 
areas of competition, and 
attend the national con­
ferences in Washington, D.C.

—Times Staff Photo.
Nolan: Hard Work, Training Paid Off

Nolan An Exampl
Of DE Principles

Special To The Times
Success in the business 

world is a goal most DECA 
graduates strive to reach. 
DECA alumni Bubba Nolan is 
an excellent example of how 
the fundamental principles 
taught in Distributive 
Education can be used to 
achieve this success.

While in DE, Nolan was 
involved in several club 
activities and served as club 
treasurer. He began his job 
training at Keller’s Clothing 
Store while in the program.

Through hard work and 
dedication to his job and the 
club, Nolan gradually began 
taking on more respon­
sibilities of the business, 
where he was employed for 15 
years.

Nolan’s interest in his 
work, which goes back to the

first few years of his ex­
perience at Keller’s, led him 
into the business world on his 
own.

He said he had been 
wanting to own and operate 
an independent clothing store 
while he was in high school. 
Four years ago, he decided to 
make his dream come true.

Nolan began making plans 
for his new clothing store, 
Bubba’s Boys and Students 
Shop, in 1973 while still 
employed at Keller’s. Three 
months ago, all his plans and 
hard work paid off, when 
Bubba’s opened its door and 
became the popular, suc­
cessful business that it is.

An exciting and profitable 
future is planned for Bubba’s 
according to Nolan. He hopes 
to expand his present shop 
and eventually start a chain

of clothing stores in Valdosta 
and the surrounding area.

Nolan feels that DE was a 
very valuable experience for 
him and helped him a great 
deal in starting his own 
business.

He is proud to have been a 
member of DECA, and thinks 
highly of students active in 
the program at present. 
Nolan also satd that he would 
be glad to hire DE students to 
work at Bubba’s.

The experience DE offers 
in marketing and 
management is not just 
“something to do” in the 
classroom. It can mean a 
good job for a high school 
student or an exciting future 
in the world of business.

For Bubba Nolan, DE was 
an exciting, important 
stepping stone to his success.

Fontain, and 
Reddick.

Elizabeth

Superintendent Supports
Distributive Education

Special To The Times
One of the strongest sup­

porters of the DECA program 
is Ralph Brandon, superin­
tendent of “ * ‘
Schools.

Brandon, 
Carrollton,

Valdosta City

a native of 
Ala., believes

Distributive Education is one 
of the most essential 
programs in any high school. 
“It is a vital part of any 
student’s learning,” says

Brandon.
“Not only does it teach him 

what books have to say about 
the business world, it gives 
him the opportunity to gain­
personal experience through 
his work outside the school. 
Through DECA, schools can 
give students a better 
education and teach them not 
only to deal with themselves, 
but also with others.”

According to Brandon, 
“DECA gives the student a

well rounded education by 
taking him out of the 
classroom and teaching him 
about the career he chooses 
to follow.”

When asked about the 
money that is necessary for 
the maintenance of DECA in 
schools, Brandon said, “The
funds that go to DECA 
well-spent.

“The benefits of 
program far outweigh 
money that supports it.”

are

the 
the RALPH BRANDON 

‘Essential Program’

Parents LikeProgram Too
Special To The Times

Parents agree that the 
Distributive Education (DE) 
program at Valdosta High 
School helps more than just 
the students who are in it. 
The merchants and the entire 
community benefit.

The parents feel the 
program prepares their sons 
and daughters foi finding a 
career.

The classroom curriculum

is varied, consisting of studies 
in job interviewing, human 
relations, business math, 
marketing, and display. 
James Shaw, whose daughter

school at noon to go to work 
learn just as much, if not 
morg, than the students who 
stay at school until 3p.m.

The student has the
Kareen is in DE, agreed that satisfaction of doing a better
the skills taught in the 
classroom are a good 
background for a job.

Hilda Spurlock, mother of 
DE student Charlie Spurlock, 
felt the students who getout of

job because of his or her 
qualifications.

After students finish high 
school, what they have 
learned during DE will 
always be useful. Donald
Bonner, whose daughter Kay

Students Have Unusual Jobs

Year In Review
Valdosta High School PE Coordinator Norman Greened 

second from left, and students look over the club’s scrapbook
JromiasUcarJTieser^K^j^^^

Js an important part of judging for DE Chapter of the Year 
honors. The VHS chapter was judged to be the best in the state

Jast ye^r.,-Times gtaffJbnto- . ______

Special To The Times
Not all DE students work in 

dress shops and drug stores. 
Some students of DE hold 
down very unique jobs. Such 
is the case of Scott Collins, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Grover 
W. Collins of Valdosta.

Scott is a junior at Valdosta 
High School and a first year 
student in Distributive 
Education. He is employed by 
his father, owner of Grover 
W. Collins and Son.

They own a farm in the 
northern section of Lowndes 
County where they raise 
honey bees. Scott and his 
father work approximately 
eight hundred bee nucs, 
which are small bee hives. 
And from March until July 
they bottle the honey and sell 
part of it to the public.

Scott and Mr. Collins also 
raise cattle and maintain a 
few catfish ponds on the 
farm. After graduation, Scott 
jia ns in attpnH -the. Univ er&ik.

of Tennessee to major in 
forestry.

Distributive Education jobs 
vary from Camera Centers to 
Supermarkets to Cam­
pgrounds. DE students are all 
completely different in­
dividuals and the variations 
in their work portrays this.

DE has one student in 
advertising, two in 
automotive-petroleum work, 
eight in food distribution,

three in food service, three in 
wholesale, 14 in general 
merchandising, four in 
hardware and equipment, 
one in lodging, three in in­
surance, six in retail and 
three in wholesale production 
and distribution.

The students of DE are all 
very pleased with their oc­
cupations and are striving for 
the betterment of their 
future.

is in the DE program, pointed 
out that many teenagers who 
graduate have no experience 
of working at a job.

Those who do have job
experience before
graduating, seem to be a step 
ahead of everyone else. They 
have gained an opportunity to 
become part of the business 
world and learn skills which 
will be helpful in the future.

Bonner also agreed that 
merchants hire DE students 
because they know the 
students have the basic skills 
needed to handle a job.

The students and mer­
chants are not the only ones 
who are affected by the DE 
program. The whole city and 
county, either directly or 
indirectly, come into contact 
with the program.

Joe King, father of DE 
student Karen King, stated, 
“All the young people who 
are doing such a good job are 
contributing to the bet­
terment of the community.”

DE: Students Earning, Learning
Special To The Times

Distributive Education is an occupational 
orientation to the business world and the 
American economic system through a 
combination of classroom instruction and 
directed on-the-job experiences.

Distributive Education is a double elective 
for junior and senior high school students 
interested in exploring careers in mer­
chandising, marketing, management, and 
service operations. Each student is placed in

a marketing training job, according to his 
interests and abilities.

Classroom studies include units in job 
orientation, sales, merchandising, math and 
communications. In addition, each student 
completes project assignments related to his 
specific training situation.

Distributive Education students also 
become active in DECA, a local, state,-and 
national youth organization, that affords 
leadership and civic involvement.
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Our DECA Emblem Symbolizes
The registered emblem of the Distributive Education 
Clubs of America, a diamond with a wrapped package 
in the center, is attractive, significant and meaningful. 
The wrapped package symbolizes a job well done, 
achieved by the cooperation of school officials, studen-

ts, parents and business people all working together to 
develop the students' abilities. The four points of the 
diamond — Leadership Development, Vocational Un­
derstanding, Social Intelligence, Civic Consciousness —- 
also have symbolic meanings.

W ®m

i ^

CIVIC CONSCIOUSNESS
In both hrs class and chapter work, the Distributive 
Education student learns to recognize his obligations 
to the community in which he lives through studying 
community needs and planning community develop­
ment. The D. E. Club this year will be involved in 
Youth Center activities, food basket drives and Christ­
mas toys for needy families. The local D. E. Club civic 
projects have been judged as best in the state. In the 
above picture D. E. students are preparing Christmas 
packages for a needy family.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Through DECA activities the Distributive Education 
student is given an opportunity to participate in many 
activities designed to teach him to be not only a 
leader but also a follower. Our D. E. students par­
ticipate in local, district, state and national leadership 

activities each year. Locally we have club meetings 
once a month that give the student an opportunity to 
exert leadership. During the spring DECA members 
have opportunities to go to district, state and national 
leadership conferences. While at these conferences 
students compete, elect new officers for the next year 
and attend leadership workshops. Rex Taylor, above, 
is pictured presiding at a local club meeting.

1st

VOCATIONAL UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL INTELLIGENCE

The Distributive Education student, participating in 
this unique, sound education program, is well 
prepared to take his place in the business world. He 
has acquired a first hand knowledge of merchandising 
management, and the opportunities available in his 
chosen career.This year 55 D. E. students are working 
in 43 different business establishments in Valdosta. 
This picture illustrates one of the many jobs our D. E. 
students handle each day.

7 believe that by doing my best to live according to these 
high principles, I will be of greater service 

both to myself and to mankind."

Through social events the DECA member is given op­
portunity to develop poise, and to gain a knowledge 
of the social graces necessary in our society. Ad­
ditionally, he becomes aware of his social en­
vironment and the necessity of cooperative effort bet­
ween and among all elements of society. V. H. S. 
DECA plan to have a skating party and a Christmas 
party and to go to the movies as socials this year. In 
the above picture students are enjoying refreshments 
at a club social.
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Thumbs Up F

by

Virginia

Culpepper
Rain Came In Time
For Camellia Show

The light rains which fell intermittenly Wednesday 
were indeed welcomed by all those interested in the 
Valdosta Camellia Show. .

A soft rain, with fairly warm temperatures, is ideal for 
making camellia blossoms open.

Many camellia buds which were gibbed weeks ago were 
fat and showing color but cold weather last week has held 
them back. Now with the mercury a little higher on the 
thermometer and the gentle rain of Wednesday and 
cloudy weather of Thursday, growers should have lots of 
flowers to open up and make fine specimens to enter in the 
camellia show.

The annual fall show of the Valdosta Camellia Society is 
to be held on Saturday from 2:30-6 p.m. and on Sunday 
from 2-6 p.m. at the Valdosta Garden Center auditorium, 
900 N. Patterson St.

It is for horticulture only ; no artistic arrangements are 
planned, other than perhaps a bowl or two for decoration.

No Charge
The show is open to the public at no charge, thanks to 

the First State Bank which picks up the tab for the silver 
prizes given for the top flowers in each division.

Hulyn Smith, president of the camellia club, and Mrs. 
Joyce Mixson, chairman of the show, want it understood 
that anyone can bring flowers to be entered in the show. 
You do not have to be a member of any garden club or any 
other club in order to take your blooms to the show.

Just be sure to get them to the Garden Center 
auditorium on N. Patterson Street between 8-11 a.m. 
Saturday. You’ll be given a card to fill out with your name 
and the name of the camellia you’re entering.

There is a separate division for flowers grown out of 
doors and those grown indoors or protected. In other 
words, if you’ve grown your camellias out under the pines 
in the back yard, they won’t be competing with those 
grown in a controlled climate in a greenhouse.

Take A Look
Show officials welcome out of town entries — and they 

come from as far as Jacksonville, Tallahassee and 
Orlando in Florida and as far as Columbia, S.C., to the 
north — but they deplore the lack of home-grown blooms 
brought by the general public.

Take a look out in your yard and see if you don’t have a 
fine blossom or two to take to the show.

It only takes one flower to win top prize, you know.
If you’re a newcomer to Valdosta and have never been 

to one of the camellia shows, be sure to make an effort to 
go. You’ll revel in the beauty of all the flowers.

If you’re ah old hand at growing camellias, you’ll want 
to go to see the new varieties. And you’ll also see some of 
your favorite older varieties. Thanks to gibberellic acid, 
some of the oldies turn out to be top notch as to size, for­
mation and color.

Tourists And Camellias
About 10 days ago, Ola Dupree took a large tray of 

camellias down to the Georgia Welcome Center, near the 
Florida state line on 1-75.

She said the tourists who were in there at the time were 
amazed and delighted to see the camellias — some of 
those people had never seen any before.

Mrs. Dupree also left some of the Camellia Show 
schedules to be given out to interested tourists who might 
pass this way Saturday or Sunday.

This was certainly a thoughtful gesture on Mrs. 
Dupree’s part and one that brought pleasure, not only to 
the employees of the Welcome Center but to lots of 
traveling folks who had stopped in the Center. They’ll 
probably remember those flowers for a long time.

African Violets
The African Violet Society is to be congratulated on it’s 

excellent display of beautiful and well grown plants at 
Citizens and Southern National Bank, downtown branch, 
this week.

This is a new club, organized little more than a year 
ago, but all the'members are enthusiastic about their 
favorite plants. Enthusiasm and work are the two main 
ingredients to make any venture a success and this club, 
headed by Joari Adams, qualifies in both areas.

The club hopes to have a show next year, I’m told. 
Meanwhile, the display this week was a noble effort and 
much enjoyed by all who saw it, I’m sure.

Anderson, Southall Plans
Told For December 10

MARTINEZ - Mr. and 
Mrs. Sammy C. Anderson of 
Martinez announce the 
engagement of their 
daughter, Veleria Lynn 
Anderson, to Michael Arion 
Southall, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Haynes Arion Southall of 
Atlanta.

The wedding is planned for 
Dec. 10 at Abilene Baptist 
Church in Martinez.

Miss Anderson is a 
graduate of Evans High 
School and is a senior at the 
University of Georgia.

She is the granddaughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jasper L. 
Holley of Stapleton and Mr. 
and Mrs. Walter S. Anderson 
of Dearing.

The future groom is a 
graduate of Shamrock High 
School in Decatur and the 
University of Georgia. He is 
employed by a food chain in 
Atlanta.

He is the grandson of Mrs. 
W.C. Hood of Alpharetta and 
the late Mr. Hood, and Mrs. 
Lissie H. Hinton of Valdosta 
and the late Mr. Haynes B. 
Southall.

Willis,
Navarra
Betrothal

Mr. and Mrs. William R.
Willis, Jr. of Valdosta an­
nounce the engagement of 
their daughter, Cheryl Ann 
Willis, to Arthur Wayne 
Navarra, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur C. Navarra, of 
Bonaire, formerly of 
Valdosta.

The wedding is planned for 
Dec. 18, at Saint John The 
Evangelist Catholic Church.

The bride-elect is a 
graduate of Lowndes High 
School and is a sophomore at 
Valdosta State College. She is 
employed at Sears Roebuck 
and Co.

Miss Willis is the grand­
daughter of Mrs. Margaret E. 
Williams of Buffalo, N. Y., 
and Mr. and Mrs. William R. 
Willis of Louisville, Ky.

The future groom is a 
graduate of Valdosta High 
School and he is a sophomore 
at Valdosta State College. He 
is employed by ITT.

The future groom is the 
grandson of Mrs. Irene 
Secrist of Miami, Fla. Miss Cheryl Ann Willis

‘Show Biz ’ Life
Told To Women
NEW YORK (AP) — In the 

eyes of their adoring public, 
the “genius ladies” of the 
theater, film and television 
appear to live in little glass 
boxes, says perky producer 
Madeline Lee Gilford.

Mrs. Gilford, who began 
her 50-year career in the 
performing arts as a child 
actress, shrugs her shoulders 
at this notion as she sets out 
to gently dispel the popular 
myth that a perpetual aura of 
goldspun glamour surrounds 
women in show biz.

To accomplish this, Mrs. 
Gilford, an actress and 
casting director as well as the 
wife of Jack Gilford, the 
actor, called upon her own 
experience and her multitude 
of friends in the business to 
give “a reality course” at the 
Womanschool here.

MADELINE GILLFORD 
‘A Shortcut’

These 
seminars, 
versations 
Theater,

show business 
called ‘‘Con-

Television,” 
discussions

with Women in
Film and 

’ include panel 
and informal

talks with distinguished 
women in the field. Par­
ticipants are producers, 
actresses, critics, TV writers 
and executives, press agents, 
technicians, stage managers 
and camerawomen.

Students in the course 
range from aspiring young
actresses to divorced

Dowling, 
Abt Vows

or

To Be Said
ALBANY - Dr. and Mrs.. 

Glenn A. Dowling of Albany, 
announce the engagement of- 
their daughter, Dona Beth| 
Dowling, to Robert Carroll 
Abt, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter Abt, also of Albany.

The bride-elect is to receive 
a BvV.A. degree in surface 
design from Georgia State 
University in December and 
is to serve an apprenticeship 
with Dupont Laboratories in 
Dalton, Ga.

Miss Dowling is the 
granddaughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. W.S. Bush of Decatur 
and Mrs. A.V. Dowling of 
Valdosta and the late Mr. 
Dowling.

The future groom received 
a B.S. degree in Industrial 
Management from Georgia 
Tech and was a member of 
Sigma Nu fraternity. He is 
continuing his education at 
the University of Tennessee 
pursuing a masters’ degree in 
Forestry.

Mr. Abt is the grandson of 
Mrs. Perer Abt of Americus, 
the late Mr. Abt of Troy, Ala., 
Mr. Robert C. Heaslett of 
Sylacauga, Ala., and the late 
Mrs. Heaslett.

The wedding is planned for 
May 6.

widowed women, some of 
whom once eyed the per­
forming arts from a distance 
with a well-preserved dream 
of attempting a comeback, 
Mrs. Gilford says.

The group often feels awed 
by the illustrious women on 
the panels, Mrs. Gilford says. 
“But I know they’re my 
‘schlep’ friends. They’ve got 
all sorts of problems — 
marital and financial — just 
like anyone else.

“This course isn’t the usual 
guest appearance type as 
seen on TV interview shows. 
It’s very candid, intimate and 
professional. The con­
versations offer an overview 
of the field.

“By talking to women in 
the industry, we hope to give 
them a shortcut,” explains 
the producer, who goes on to 
look at some of the perils and 
pleasures that the current 
state of the art holds for 
women.

A supporter of the women’s 
movement herself, the 54- 
yearold Mrs. Gilford, who

jokingly describes herself as 
“more of a suffragette thana 
feminist,” provides this 
general scorecard of how 
women in the industry are 
faring.

Mainstem theater and 
movie directing still remain 
“very closed and limited for 
women,” she states, adding 
that more inroads have been 
made in major television 
networks, on the executive, 
creative and technical levels.

“Careers for men and 
women just don’t move in the 
same way. A common 
response to a woman who 
wishes to direct a production 
is ‘we need someone with 
more clout, more muscle.’ 
These qualities are thought of 
as male. They still question 
female authority.”

In an almost protective 
tone, Mrs. Gilford adds that 
stamina is essential — “more 
so for women. We have to 
prove ourselves even more.

“Hopefully, the younger 
ones taking the course will 
find out the reality of the 
business. When they become 
aware of the apprenticeships, 
the long hours, the chaos and 
anarchy of the profession, the 
financial uncertainty and the 
fact that these professions 
will use less than 10 percent 
of their working years, they’ll 
find out whether they’re 
starstruck or not.”

‘‘Many women on the 
panels are much in the public 
eye, but their talents are 
much underused. Yet,” she 
observes, “underuse is not 
just limited to women.”

Although her own marriage 
of 29 years to Gilford has been 
a success, the encounter 
session atmosphere of the 
course indicates that there 
are many variations in the 
family situation.

Chorale
Concert 
Set For 
Sunday

The Valdosta Concert 
Chorale is to present as its 
premiere performance 
Vivaldi’s ‘‘Gloria in 
Excelsis” for solo voices, 
chorus and orchestra, on 
Sunday at the First United 
Methodist Church.

The performance, which 
begins at 5:00 p.m. is free of 
charge.

Conductor for the program 
is Lowndes County Arts 
Commission (LCAC) artist, 
Michael Pisani. Dell Hit­
chcock, director of Valdosta 
Concert Chorale, is choir 
director and organist.

Featured performers in­
clude violinist David 
Davidson, cellist Jennifer 
Lind, oboist Jim Demster, all 
LCAC staff artists, and 
soloists Carolyn Haas and 
Toney Chambers, members 
of Chorale.

The Concert Chorale, 
nicknamed the “Valchorale,” 
is composed of 25 area 
soloists under the direction of 
Valdosta musician Dell 
Hitchcock.

The Valdosta Concert 
Chorale roster includes: 
sopranos Carolyn Haas 
Martha Barr, Myrtis Howell, 
Virginia Stutzman, Judy 
Feimster, Nancy Sanderson, 
Electa Rickett, Marsha 
Toomey;

Altos Toney Chambers, 
Kathy Agar, Fran Kahlor, 
Catherine Redles, Dell Hitch­
cock, and Judy Verrier;

Tenors Van Howard, Robin 
Robinson, Albert Pendleton, 
Nelson Hitchcock, and Chuck 
Roberts,

And basses Samuel Welch, 
Bill Feimster, Stan Cun­
ningham, Michael Toomey, 
Phillip Barr, Richard 
Sawgar, and Herman May.

Who’s New?
Kimberly Bagley
Kimberly Ann Bagley was 

born Oct. 26 at South Georgia 
Medical Center to Mr. and 
Mrs. James R. Bagley of 
Valdosta.

Mrs. Bagley is the former 
Carol Blackman, daughter of 
Mrs. Lois Blackman of 
Crescent City, Fla., and the 
late Mr. Ralph W. Blackman.

Paternal grandparents are 
Mrs. Frances C. Bagley of 
Valdosta and Mr. Rayford 
Bagley of Tallahassee, Fla.

Mr. Jesse Bagley of Lake 
City, Fla., is the baby’s great­
grandfather.

The baby has a brother, 
James Brennan Bagley, 14 
months old.

———_

PEOPLE and PLACES
Virginia Culpepper, Editor

Ditto 
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NORTHSIDE PLAZA — VALDOSTA, GA.

All pants 
must be 
equal 
Value.

Enjoy your 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
in comfortable 
confines of home, 
with no cooking,
no mess, no cleaning up.
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ALL SPRING

Azaleas, Azaleas, Azaleas

Thru Sun., Noy. 20

Pansy Plants 
in cell packs or by-the-bunch

Plant NOW for beautiful spring blooms — 
Fine new plants just received.

ALL SPRING -^ O/
FLOWERING • 7^

BULBS ^Ooff

247-2225
“The Quality Plant Place” 
BEMISS RD. at NORTHSIDE DR. 

Open Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30 — Sun. 2-5
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BUY 1 PR. AT 
REG. PRICE . . .
2nd Pr. At

We offer you for Thanksgiving Dinner, 
fully prepared, ready to eat:

• 1—12-lb. (raw weight) Hen Turkey
• 3 lb. Cornbread Dressing
• 1 qt. Giblet Gravy
• 1 small can Cranberry Sauce

AU for *18.95
May Be Picked Up Thanksgiving Day

SEAFARI
RESTAURANT
1515 N. Ashley St. 247-2955 

Carl Minchew

BULOVA
ACCUTRON'

YOUR CHOICE: $75
Until now, for $75.00 you could afford only an ordinary 
watch. Now, for $75.00, you can afford Bulova__ 
Accutron, the time-tested electronic watch that never 
needs winding.
And you have a choice of styles. For men and women.
Select yours today.

layewey Now For

VALDOSTA

S/nce 1923-Member National Bridal Service

Best Friends - Best Quality - Best ServiceMEMBER AMERICAN 
GEM SOCIETY

NORIHSIDE 
PLAZA- 244-2554

10 A.M. TO 6 P.M. DAILY

303 N. PATTERSON 
DOWNTOWN - 242-8546
9 TO 6 MON.-FRI. 9 TO 1 SAT.

James Kenrob Knitmates ... 
A wonderful interplay of 
separates to put together 
your own beautiful way.
Sizes 6 to 18.

A division ot Dalton.
We recommend 

washing in

Woolite
For the clothes 
you care about

^fom SeG^om
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quarter for the Kittens, ir 
which they were outscored 18

Central
Valdosta

CENTRAL (53)

47-46 count over Thomasville.
The Wildcats trailed 33-29 at 

the half,, but charged back in 
the third quarter to take a 52­
46 lead, then expanded that 
margin in the final period.

Billy Donaldson’s 13 points 
led Central, now 1-6.

Sabrina Holton did most of 
the damage for Central in the 
girls’ game.

The big Lady Jacket center 
continuously took feeds from 
the Central guards and rolled 
under the basket to pump in
buckets over

narrow 31-30 halftime lead.
But Valdosta’s shots found

Central IS 31 49 S6
Valdosta 19 30 36 47

CENTRAL (56) — Hankins 4, Holton 27.

Norman Sainz’s Wildcats to 
their second straight win.

Sainz had praise for the 
trio, and said they played 
“probably the best games of 
the year.

“We played everybody on 
the bench,” he said, “and we 
showed a lot of progress. 
We’re still a litttle rusty with 
the football players, but 
things look a little brighter.”

Things had been dismal for 
the ’Cats, who suffered five 
straight losses before gaining 
their first win Tuesday by a

Williams 9, WiliettS, Coleman 2, Stephens 4.
Team totals: field goals 23, field goals 

10, fouls 10 of 15, fouls 15.
VALDOSTA (47) - Powell 2, Crawford 1), 

Whitehead 8, Feix 19, Berrian 7, Evans, 
Cooper.

Team totals: field goals 19, free throws? 
of 15, fouls 15.

By Times Staff Writer
THOMASVILLE - 

Valdosta's Wildcats stormed 
from behind in the second 
half to post a 68-53 high school 
basketball win over Central 
of Thomasville here Friday 
night.

Central gained a split in the 
doubleheader when its girls’ 
team knocked off the visitng 
Kittens 56-47 in the opener.

Chandler Daniels, David 
New and Allen Worthy scored 
16, 15 and 14 points respec-

Kittens.
“They worked it inside to 

her, and she just controlled 
the boards,” said Valdosta 
coach Jerry Baker.

“We just couldn’t seem to 
stop her, especially in the 
first half.”

Holton scored 17 of her 27 
points in the first two quar-

6. They never caught up.
Lisa Feix led Valdosta with 

19 points. Vera Crawford, the 
Kitten center, got into foul 
trouble early, but managed 11 
points.

Central improved its 
record to 3-3 with the win, 
while Valdosta fell to 3-4.

Valdosta is to participate in 
the Lowndes Invitational 
Christmas tournament, 
which begins Dec. 26.

BOYS
19 33 44 S3
13 29 52 « 

— Sampson 2, T. Clayton
3, H. Clayton 2, Lodge 2, Anderson 9, 
Culbreth 2, Donaldson 13, Davis 3, Hopkins 
10, Wei Is 7.

Team totals: field goals 21, free throws 11 
of 24, fouls 29.

VALDOSTA (68) - Lastinger 5, Chandler 
Daniels 16, Worthy 14, Stroud 5, Hartmans, 
Chris Faniels, Caesar, New 15, Feix, Powell 
2. Bond, Rowe 4

Team totals: fieldgoals 25, free throws 18 
of 34, fouls 20.
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VHS Defense Shines
In Romp Over Pack
By MARTIN REGISTER 

Times Staff Writer
Valdosta’s opportunistic 

Wildcats capitalized on 
racial fourth down mistakes 
k Colquitt County and went 
ci to throttle the Packers, 28- 

■ io I high school football 
pmeiereFriday night..

Wildcat quarterback John 
Bond battered the Packer 
defeme for 155 rushing yards 
and passed for 111 more as 
Head Coach Nick Hyder’s 
Cats mi proved their record

YARDSTICK

r tf >ns 
vanishing 
’^Rising 
PafiMS 
Pass©*’ By 
n’rtleLost 
MH 
We

Colquitt 1 
5 

62 
77 

514 
0 
4 

839 
3-35

Valdosta
i 19
! 238
r 111
I 9 23
I ' 2
I 1
' 532

4-26

Bod, however, was the 
only player on the field who 
piledup impressive statistics 
in a game which was con- 
troMmaiuly by defense.

I The most commanding 
ddase belonged to Valdosta, 
which shut down the 
dangerous passing game of 
the Pack and allowed 
talented receiver Jamie 
Wish® just one reception 
forwards.

ValAsta finished with 350 
yards in total offense, but its 
offense was less than im­
pressive with its first three 
backs,Ernest King, Welton 
Frazier and Carl Wilcox, out 
witiwee injuries.

Cokuitt County, from 
Moultrie, just couldn’t seem 
to generate anything against 
the mothering tide of 
•VikM defenders, led by 

senior captain Jimbo Han- 
cock’ieight tackles.

Foithreequarters, most of 
fhencitement at Cleveland 
Fiekherewas generated by 
a kde of moths which 
deSidedon the lighted field 
shorty after nightfall.

Bod broke away on the 
Wika ts'* first drive, 
erasing through the Packer 
line then outdistancing 
thre Colquitt defenders in a 
62-yird scoring run.

Afer Keith Sampson’s PAT

— Times Staff Photo By Robert Winter III

Colquitt QB Greg Robinson Is Crunched By Jim bo Hancock

^be Valdosta Pails ®imr|
’Cats bottled up through 
much of the first half and was 
largely responsible for the 
Packers still being in con­
tention as the contest entered 
its final quarter.

kick the Wildcats led 7-0. 
Vabsta nursed that lead for 
ahiKt three quarters, before 
miakes began to catch up 
witihe fumble-fisted Pack.

(liquid mounted its 
deeest thrust into Wildcat 
teniory early in the second 
quarter, when quarterback 
GreRobinson clicked on two 
pas plays to Tony Barber 
ana the Packers moved in­
side the Valdosta 30-yard- 
line

Bit a Robinson aerial in- 
W for Wisham. who was 
^ng war the goal line, 
vat picked off by James 
Horonon the Wildcat three- 
van line,

Ater that it was all 
Wd«ta, what there was of 
it. I

The VHS defense con­
tinually came up with the big 
play, but several times the 
Packers did themselves in, 
with dropped passes and

SPORTS
bobbled pitchouts.

Late in the third period. 
Colquitt’s fortunes worsened. 
All four Packer fumbles 
came late in the game. 
Altogether, the snakebitten 
Pack turned the ball over to 
the bruising Wildcat defense 
six times.

Valdosta finally put 
together another sustained 
drive early in the fourth 
period after it got the ball on 
a fumble recovery near 
midfield, the best field 
position the ’Cats had all 
night.

Bond passed 29 yards to 
Irvin Roe to move the 
Wildcats inside the Packer 
25-yard-Jine, and three plays 
later hit Roe on a 16-yard

scoring strike.
Colquitt halted another 

Valdosta drive on the Packer 
20-yard-linc, but immediately 
fumbled another pitchout. 
setting the Wildcats up in 
business on the 16-yard-line.

Bond scored two plays later 
on a keeper from three yards 
out. Then, less than two 
minutes after that, he found 
Edward Robinson in the end 
zone from 15 yards away 
after the Packers had fum­
bled the pigskin away again.

Colquitt fumbled the ball 
twice more in the remaining 
three minutes as it tried in 
vain to move upfield.

About the only bright spot 
for Colquitt was the punting 
of Wisham, which kept the

Ronald Patterson took up 
some of the slack for 
Valdosta’s injured backs, 
finishing with 44 rushing 
yards in seven carries.

Hyder had praise for the 
VHS defense and said he felt 
the offense played well 
considering its first three 
running backs were 
sidelined.

“We had to fight for it,” he 
said. “But I thought Coach 
(Butch) Brooks did an ex­
cellent job of calling plays. 
Our kids punched out a little 
yardage. And I felt like our 
defense really did a great 
job.”

“We just couldn’t run the 
option,” understated Colquitt 
Head Coach Bob Griffith of 
his now 2-3 Packers, who had 
won two straight games 
before Friday night.

“We couldn’t get anything
Score by Quarters 

Colquitt 0 0 0 0—0
Valdosta 7 0 0 21—28

Scoring: 
Vai — Bond 62 run (Sampson kick) 
Vai Roe 16 pass from Bond (Sampson 

kick)
Vai Bond3 run (Sampson kick)
Vai — Robinson 15 pass from Bond 

(Sampson kick).
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Rushing Col - Mason 6 55, Brown 8 18, 
Sutton 2 2, Robinson 2 ( 5), Acree6-(-8); Vai 

Bond 17 155, R. Patterson 7 44, Roe 7 26, 
Walton 2 10, E. Patterson 18, Frazier 1-1, 
Motes 1 0, Mayes 1(6).

Passing Col. — Robinson 5 13-2 77, 
Brown 6 100, Vai Bond 9 18-0 111,

started.”
Both teams battle 

subregion opponents next 
week, with Valdosta hosting 
unbeaten Tift County (Tifton) 
in a crucial 1-AAAA North 
affair, and Colquitt County 
entertaining fellow 1-AAAA 
(South) member Bainbridge.

Parker 0 4 0 0, Mayes 0 10 0.
Pass Receiving: Col. — Barber 2-45, 

i Mason 2 24, Wisham 1 6, Vai. — Roe 4-60, 
Robmsonl 36, Mitchell 1 10, Johnson 15

. Punt Returns: Col — Acree 5-67; Vai. — 
Roe3 20

Kickoff Returns: Col. — Acree 4-51, 
Barber 1 8. Vai — none

Defense (Number of Tackles): Col. — C.
Jenkins 7, Willaims 6, Todd 6, Reid 5, 
Bradley 4, Mock 4, Stewart 3, G. Jenkins 3, 
Wisham 3; Vai. — Hancock 8, Stokes 4,
Davis 4, Holland 3, Robinson 3, Walton 3, 
Horton 3, Ceasar 2, Sheppard 2, Harrison 2, 
Batt Ie 2, Car ter 2, Dixon 2.

interception Returns. Col. —none, Vai —



It
m

es



0

c

l^HIl
O O’ CX £ tn U ^ 0 — 3 —

_ c 0 * 5 « 
IlfiO 
> ® X S ® co *-■ <0

^ eft ft

s u c 80 Stco g 0

«y^

>h .> * c 
c 5 E « « *

0)
E *V
Ct co

W
SJ

CM **

g"Sg 
1H£ 
< E g «

25$

0X
2 * «

VHS Faces

III TourneyVb^r 7^23^77 J

4) - « ° ^^ ^ ^

a
7 
0

a

5s 85

153 §3 8¥-33 8

- > 0
e " i e

0 -° CX
jo 5 lu ^ »J ex ci<5 oo

By MARTIN REGISTER
Valdosta’s Wildcats will be 

trying to continue a streak, 
while the Kittens will be
hoping to start a new one
when the
Invitational

Lowndes
Christm as

tournament begins 
Monday.

The Valdosta boys 
made the finals of 
prestigious tourney 
years in a row, and

here

have 
the 

five 
were
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champions three of those 
times.

One of those championships 
came last season, when the 
’Cats nudged Lowndes, 62-60, 
in the title match.

The Kittens were regular 
finalists during the tour­
nament’s early years, but
have taken early exits 
recent seasons.

MONDAY
Thomasville girls vs. Tift
Lowndes boys vs. Cook
Central girls vs. Cook

TUESDAY
Fitzgerald boys vs. Thomasville
Valdosta girls vs. Berrien
Valdosta boys vs. Tift

WEDNESDAY
Thomasville Tift girls winner

in

vs.
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aldosta Berrien winner
Valdosta-Tift boys winner vs. Berrien 
Central Cook girls winner vs. Lowndes 
Fitzgerald Thomasville boys winner vs. 

Lovwxles-Cook winner.
THURSDAY

Girls' final at 7 p.m.
Boys' final at 8:30 p.m.

The Valdosta girls made 
the tournament finals for 11 
straight seasons from 1954 
through 1964, and won the 
championship eight times.

But the Kittens have not 
made the final round since 
tripping Berrien (Nashville, 
Ga.), 49-31, for the 1964 
crown.

If pre-toumey seedings 
mean anything, both 
Valdosta teams may have a 
tough time making the finals 
this timeout.

Coach Jerry Baker’s 
Kittens are seeded last in a 
tough girls’ bracket with a 3-4 
record, while the Wildcats of 
coach Norman Sainz are 
seeded fifth, with a 2-5 chart.

The Valdosta girls face a 
strong first round opponent in 
second-s ee ded Berrien, 
which has rolled to seven 
straight wins after a season­
opening loss to top-seeded 
Lowndes.

The Valdosta-Berrien girls 
contest is to begin Tuesday, 
the second day of tournament 
action, at 7:30 p.m.

Following that game, the 
Wildcats take on fourth- 
seeded Tift County (Tifton), a 
67-58 winner over Valdosta in 
the ’Cats’ season opener.

The Blue Devils have 
racked up a 4-5 record thus 
far this seasoi}.

The Valdosta teams began 
the season in totally opposite 
fashions.

Baker’s Kittens racked up 
three straight wins before 
giving Lowndes’ Vikettes a 
scare in a 43-36 loss.

The Valdosta girls haven’t 
been able to get back into the 
win column since that time.

The Kittens returned four 
of five starters from last 
season, including four-year 
starter Lisa Feix, who poses 
a constant threat from the 
outside.

Vera Crawford has moved 
into the starting lineup this 
season, and has given the 
team much-needed scoring 
and rebounding punch under 
the basket.

The Wildcats, on the other 
hand, returned almost no one 
from last year, and played 
their first five games with 
only nine players.

Nine others were still 
participating in the football 
playoffs.

The ’Cats dropped those 
first five games, before 
registering a 47-46 win over 
Thomasville and a 68-53 
triumph over Central of 
Thomasville last week.

John Lastinger and Allen 
Worthy, back from football 
duty, and David New and 
Chandler Daniels were the 
keys behind Valdosta’s 
sudden turnaround.

The Kittens appear im­
proved over last year, and the 
Wildcats seem stronger than 
they did at the beginning at 
this season, but it remains a 
question as to whether the 
improvement is enough for a 
return by Valdosta to the 
tournament finals.
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Julia Jeanette U hite

White-McDonald
Wedding Slated

EASTMAN - Mr. and 
Mrs. Lewis Noles ol 
Eastman announce the 
engagement of the it 
daughter. Julia Jeanette 
White of Valdosta, tc 
Ernest “Buddy" M 
McDonald Jr., son of Mr 
and Mrs. Ernest M 

I McDonald Sr. of Valdosta 
I A Dec. 30 wedding is 
planned at Lee Street 
Baptist Church in Valdos 
ta.
The b r i d e - e 1 e c t 

graduated from Dodge 
I County High School here 
(and Valdosta State College 
where she was a member

of Kappa Della Sorority. 
Cardinal Key. Phi Kappa 
Phi and was a Pi Kappa 
Phi Little Sister She is 
employed by Valdosta 
High School Her 
grandparents include Inez 
Noles of Eastman

The g r o o m e I e c t 
graduated from Valdosta 
High School and attended 
V aldosta State College. He 
is employed by 
McDonalas Nurserv and 
Landscaping in Valdosta 
His grandparents are Mr 
and Mrs EJ McDonald 
and Mrs G.W. Bennett of 
Valdosta
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Ruffs Shot Powers
Wildcats To Finals
By TOMMY DESSELLE 

Times Sports Editor
Stunned by a four-run 

Westover outburst in the first 
inning, Valdosta climbed off 
the canvas to kayo the
Patriots in thrilling 1-AAAA 
high school baseball playoff 
action Monday afternoon.

Coach Butch Brooks' 
Wildcats have been battlers 
all season and it was again 
evident at Wright Bazemore 
Field VHS rallied for four 
runs in the sixth, finally 
pulling even for the first time 
during the long, hot af­
ternoon

But, Westover struck for 
two runs in the top of the 
seventh and appeared headed 
for the region finals against 
Lowndes. However, someone 
forgot to tell VHS they were 
out of things.

Sophomore Dale Parker 
opened the seventh with a line 
single to center and pinch­
runner Spencer Feix went to 
second when Darrell Swindle 
drew a walk.

Rugged catcher Mike Ruff, 
who had fanned three 
straight times, approached 
the plate with the Wildcat 
fans chanting for a hit. After 
a brief conference with 
Brooks, Ruff sent the VHS 
faithful home delighted. His 
three-run blast was the

junior David New came in to 
shut the door.

OIljeBalMta Maxima?

SPORTS
crowning blow in an 8-7 
Wildcat victory.

“I was lucky, that’s all,” 
Ruff explained with a big 
grin. “Coach (Brooks) just 
told me to relax. I was ex­
pecting a curve and got it,” 
Ruff added. ‘Tt’s a super 
feeling, I knew it was gone as 
soon as I hit it.”

Ruff’s dramatic three-run 
homer improved VHS’ record 
to 13-7 and sets the stage for 
the 1-AAAA finals Wednesday 
at Lowndes. Viking Coach 
Noel George won a coin toss 
yesterday, insuring the home 
field advantage for Lowndes.

LHS, 14-5, has defeated 
VHS three straight times this 
year, including once in the 
playoffs. However, the region 
title is at stake at 4 p.m. when 
the city rivals clash in the 
double elimination event.

The Cinderella Wildcats 
had their opportunities 
against Patriot southpaw 
Mike Murphey, but they 
could never deliver the 
knockout punch until the

seventh.
VHS loaded the sacks via 

walks in both the fourth and 
fifth frames and managed 
only a lone run. Murphey’s 
control deserted him again in 
the sixth and VHS finally took 
advantage for three runs to 
square the contest.

“You might call us the ‘Bad 
News Wildcats’,” Brooks said 
with a sly smile. “We don’t 
hit the ball, we don’t play 
good defense. All these kids 
do is battle teams. We’ve 
been able to come back all 
season and Monday was no 
exception.”

Ashley DeLoach started on 
the mound for the Wildcats, 
but ran into control problems, 
brining on strong-armed 
Wavne Fugett in the first. 
Fugett, who worked Satur­
day, stymied the Patriots on 
one run and no hits until the 
seventh.

After Westover had gone 
ahead and had runners on 
first and tlprd with one out.

O®

Fugett Retire Murphy On P,► r r ' -Ti™« ^»^otos By R,

°P Up To Mound

“Ashley was wild and we 
made some errors,” Brooks 
said. “I thought Wayned did a 
great job. He gave it all he 
had and of course David did a
fine job in relief,” Brooks 
said.

' The Wildcats committed 
three errors, two opening the 
gates for the four-run first 
and another boot igniting the 
two-run seventh.

“Seven runs and two of 
them earned. Well, we’ve; 
been doing that all season,” 
Brooks said. “Nothing has 
come easy, we’ve had to fight 
for everything.” ,

The first inning could have! 
been worse except for a 
spectacular play by Ruff and 
centerfielder Tim Dame. 
Ruff blocked Westover’s John | 
Piantieri and forced him to 
slide past the plate. Dame 
fired a perfect two-hop peg 
home and Ruff alterly 
pounced oh him for the 
second out.

“That would have made it 
3-0,” Brooks said. The next 
batter had a hit and we made 
another error,so it was a very 
big play,” the Wildcat 
mentor said.

Westover opened fast with 
Bobby Gresham singling to 
left and moving to third on an 
error by Feix. Piantieri 
drew a walk and DeLoach hit 
Ron Best to force in the first 
run.

Fugett came in and Mur­
- phey greeted him with a line I 

single to center scoring Steve i 
Sellers, but Dame nailed 
Piantieri at the plate. Bumpy 
Glenn lifted a soft fly to right I 
that David Berryhill dropped, 
allowing two more runs I 
across.

John Lastinger had a first | 
inning single and David 
Parker bounced an infield hit 
off Tim Griner’s chest at 
third in the second. However, 
Murphey was in command, 
striking out five of the first 
six outs.

The Wildcats broke through 
in the third. Lastinger lofted 
an opposite field single to left, 
stole second, went to third on 
a wild pitch and scored on 
Fugett’s single to left.

Westover matched it with a 
tally in the fourth. Fugett / 
walked Murphey and un- / 
corked a wild pitch, sending 
pinch-runner Biff Brimberry 
to second. Another walk.

Wildcat Box
WHS
Emnds 2b 
Gsham c 
Seler dh 
Pntie cf 
Best If 
Mrphy p 
Glenn ss 
Wilsn lb 
Grner 3b 
Lanerf
Bmbry pr

totals

Westover
Valdosta

ab h r bi
3 0 0 0
4 110
4 2 10
2 111
2 10 1
3 12 2
3 0 0 0
2 0 0 0
10 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 10 0

24 7 5 4

VHS 
Ruffe 
Lstgr lb

ab h r bi
4 2 13

- 2320
Fugt3b,p,lf 2 0 12
Dloch p,3b
Dame cf 
Bond If 
Dav. P, ss 
Feix2b,pr 
Bhill rf 
Welch pr 
Swdlerf 
D. P. ph,2b 
Weldn ph 
New If ,p 
Cpman pr

totals ;

i 4 0 0 1
2 0 10 
2 0 0 0 
2 0 10 
110 0
10 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 10 0 

>3010
0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 
0 10 0

23 8 7 7
400 100 2—7-5-2

^y^^
^"^ -“o»»
Murphey (L, 8-3)
DeLoach
Fugett
New(W, 3-1) 
..HBP Best (by

ip h 
6 7
13 1 
6 4

2-3 0

r er bb so
8
3

0

5 12 10 
0
5

------ ---- 0 0 22

sacrifice and wild pitch sent 
Brimberry home for a 5-1 
Patriot lead.

With Murphey struggling to 
regain his control in the 
fourth rhymatic clapping 
broke out in the stands. Walks 
to Dame, David Parker and 
Swindle loaded the bases, but 
Ruff fanned to end the inning.

Dame made another field 
gem in the fifth. With 
Piantieri abroad via a one-out 
walk, Dame gloved Ron 
Best’s liner and threw to 
Lastinger at first for a double 
play.

The Wildcats threatened 
again in the fifth, but couldn’t 
produce a clutch hit. Walks to 
Lastinger, Fugett and Dame 
filled the bases with one out.

However, Murphey fanned 
John Bond and Dale Parker,

allowing just one run on a 
bases loaded walk to David 
Parker.

Fugett survived a scare in 
the sixth, walking two batters 
before retiring the side.

With the plate jumping and 
the Wildcat bench and fans 
cheering for a ball on every 
pitch, Murphey walked 
Swindle, Ruff and Lastinger 
in the sixth.

Fugett brought Swindle 
home with a sacrifice fly to 
right and Ruff crossed as 
DeLoach grounded out. 
Dame lained a shot back 
through the box that bounced 
off Murphey’s leg, sending 
Lastinger home for a 5-5 tie.

VHS couldn’t stand 
prosperity and was promptly 
in hot water again. With one 
out in the seventh, Steve

Sellers singled to left and 
raced to third on Fugett’s 
wild pickoff throw to first.

Piantieri followed with a 
line single to center and a 6-5 
Trojan lead. Best drew a 
walk and Murphey’s single to 
center chased Piantieri home 
for a 7-5 score. New came in 
and struck out the last two 
batters.

It was now or never for the 
’Cats in the seventh and they 
responded in brilliant 
fashion. Dale Parker singled 
and pinch-runner Feix raced 
to third on Murphey’s wild 
pickoff attempt. Swindle 
walked for the third straight 
time and pinch-runner Andy 
Chapman stole second base.

That set the stage for Ruff 
and the veteran Wildcat 
receiver sent a curve ball | 

over the leftfield fence, a 340- 
foot blast. It was his fourth of 
the season, but the biggest of 
his young life.

Sharing the hero’s mantle 
with Ruff was Lastinger, 2-2; 
Dame, 1-2, plus two solid 
defensive plays and Fugett 
and New, with clutch relief 
pitching.

“It was another team ef-j 
fort,” Brooks said. 
“Everyone (15 players) who 
played made a contribution.”

The game was umpired by 
the Albany association. “We 
agreed the loser of the coin 
toss could supply the um­
pires,” Brooks said. “With all 
the coin tosses and un- 
certainity over which team 
would play, there wasn’t time 
to contact a neutral 
association.”



John Lastinger Scores Tying Run And Is Mobbed By Jubilant Wildcats



STAR’S At VHS
—Times Staff Photo

The Smarts: Mother-Son STAR s

‘Allin Family’
By Times Staff Writer

When George Smart was 
notified he was Valdosta High * 
School’s STAR student the 17- 
year-old senior knew he’d 
have no problem selecting his 
STAR teacher.

“The teacher,” Smart of 
2304 Oakridge Drive ex­
plained after being 
recognized at Friday’s 
Kiwanis Club luncheon, “had 
to be the one who had made 
the greatest contribution to 
my education.

“That couldn’t be anyone 
but my mother.”

His mother is Martha 
Smart, widow of Allan Smart 
“who would be very proud of 
his son’s hard work,” she 
said.

Mrs. Smart taught her son 
in a 10-th grade biology class 
at VHS. A graduate of 
Valdosta State College, the

former medical technologist 
has been teaching at the 
Valdosta High for seven 
years.

“I’m so very proud,” she 
said.

Indeed. The STAR student 
is the senior who scored the 
highest on last fall’s 
Scholastic Aptitude Test, and 
Smart’s undisclosed score is 
one of the highest at VHS in 
years, according to VHS 
guidance counselor Virginia 
Wisenbaker.

He’ll next enter district 
competition sponsored by 
Kiwanis in Albany March 16.

STAR is Student, Teacher 
Achievement Recognition 
begun about 20 years ago by 
the Georgia Chamber of
Commerce. The student
received a pin and the 
teacher a charm Friday.

“I’ll probably study 
mechanical engineering,” 
Smart said. “Maybe at Rice 
University” where his older 
brother John is a senior 
majoring in engineering.

Tradition-rich Valdosta 
playing for another title
Continued from IC

Valdosta, which straddles the railroad tracks of the Sea­
board Coast Line, has been such a regular winner in many 
sports that a few years ago the city acquired the nickname 
Winnersville, USA. The sobriquet sounded so good that several 
businesses, such as Winnersville Realty, incorporated it in 
their names.

“Winning is something folks around here have come to ex­
pect,” said David Waller, a self-made air-conditioning million­
aire who, like many men in town, played for the Wildcats, as 
did his son after him.

• Valdosta always has enjoyed a certain amount of fame. It 
was the boyhood home of the notorious gunslinger Doc Holli­
day, whose father was mayor. TV actor Sonny Shroyer, who 
plays Enos on The Dukes of Hazzard and played football for 
the Wildcats, still lives in Valdosta.

But the locals insist it was the town that made such folks 
famous, not the other way around. Football has put Valdosta 
on the map since 1913, when former Valdosta Times editor 
Turner Rockwell coached the team to a 3-1-2 record, its only 
loss at the hands of Sparks Junior College.

Today, the 12,000 seats at Cleveland Field are sold out for 
every game. Season gate receipts total $250,000. The $20 sea­
son tickets have been part of divorce settlements, handed 
down in wills and negotiated in salary contracts.

Hyder, a Baptist deacon who says proudly he coaches with 
“a rule book in one hand and the Bible in the other,” has six 
assistants, including defensive coach Jack Rudolph, who 
played eight years in the NFL There are also 11 junior high 
school coaches and several midget football leagues, where 
youths are taught the way of the Wildcats.

For, as a popular saying in Valdosta goes: “The boys live for 
the day they can put on the black and gold and the daddies live 
for the day they can do it”

You might say the overwhelming football enthusiasm of this 
religious, conservative, solidly middle-class city thrives be­
cause there aren’t many other distractions, except for two 
twin-cinemas and 21 tennis courts.

But that’s the way people like it says mayor Ernest Nijem.
“There are two definites in Valdosta,” says Nijem, a former 

Wildcats guard. “On Sunday, everybody goes to church. On Fri­
day, everybody goes to the football game.”

Football is so close to religion that Hyder, when delivering a 
sermon at the First Baptist Church, says he sometimes re­
minds the congregation that “God also loves Joe Wilson 
(Lowndes County high school coach) just as much as He loves 
Nick Hyder.”

It’s not that football is a matter of life or death. It’s the fabric 
that defines the community’s fierce loyalties.

Three-mile-long motorcades organized by the 1,200-mem- 
ber Touchdown Club are not uncommon. Neighbors have been 
known not to speak for years if one is a supporter of the 
Lowndes County Vikings and the other a Wildcats fan.

And when the Vikings and Wildcats clash in the annual Win­
nersville Classic, many shopkeepers won’t banner either team 
for fear of losing business. As Wright Bazemore, former Wild­
cats coach of 30 years, said, “It’s the social life.”

But it’s a social life that, at times, can get mighty unsociable. 
After Bazemore, who at 68 still boasts as being “as cocky as 
ever,” retired with 15 state titles and three national champion­
ships, his successor and former assistant, Charlie Greene, was 
all but run out of town. He posted 9-1 and 8-2 records, but not 
the “expected” championships.

Hyder admits that at times only his strong religious convic­
tions have pulled him through.

One Thursday a few years ago, the board of education want­
ed to give Hyder a raise because coaches in nearby Tift County 
had bigger salaries. But two days later, after the Wildcats strug­
gled to a second-half win (28-0) in a spring exhibition game, it 
threatened to fire Hyder.

“Pressure,” Hyder said, laughing. “All they tell me here is 
’win.’ ”

And win they do, not only with quarterbacks like John Las- 
tinger and Buck Belue, who went on to lead the University of 
Georgia Bulldogs, but with players who go no farther than Val­
dosta State College or the lumber, turpentine and paper com­
panies around town.

“You learn a lot about life playing football here,” said senior 
quarterback Berke Holtzclaw, whose father was an end on 
three former state championship teams. “You learn how to be 
a man. And how to get your priorities in order.”

One priority put smoothly in order in the late ’60s was inte­
gration of the community’s one-third black population into the 
high school student body, now 50-50 black and white.

“The Wildcats are the thread that unify the community,” 
said Jon Burch, president of the Touchdown Club.

They also seem to be the thread that ties succeeding genera­
tions to Valdosta.

“I’ve had plenty of opportunity to leave here and make 
more money,” said Scott Aiderman, 27, a real estate company 
property manager. “The big reason I don’t leave is football. It’s 
magical. It’s almost a tangible thing you can touch and feel.”



Cats Rebound
With Win Over
Atkinson Co. #77

By KEVIN PRICE 
Times Staff Writer

After suffering through a disap­
pointing Region 1-AAAA South suo- 
-region loss to Central of Thom­
asville on Friday night, Valdosta 
coach Mike O'Brien was worried 
how his team would perform against 
non sub-region opponent Atkinson 
County Saturday night at the VHS 
Gym.

But Wildcat center Wallace 
Campbell made sure the Cats would 
not suffer through their second loss 
in as many nights. Campbell, a 
senior, scored a career-high 31 points 
to lead Valdosta (11-4 ) to a 59-52 win 
over the Rebels (8-6).

“Wallace did a super job." O’Brien 
said. “And we dia a good job of 
getting the ball to him in a position to 
score

In the opener, the Rebelettes 
simply overpowered the Lady 'Cats, 
64-42.

The Wildcats had several op­
portunities in the fourth quarter to

Girls Game
Atkinson County
Valdosta

18 33 49 64
12 20 28 42

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Atkinson County — 8. Kay 16, E Kay 16. 

Wilson 3, Condrey 10, Washington 7, Bailey 8, 
Floyd2, Roberts2

Valdosta — Elder 3, Melvin 11, Henderson 
9, C. Weatherspoon 2, S. Weatherspoon 8. W. 
Irvin 7, L. Irvin2

TEAM STATS
Atkinson County — Field Goals 25, Free

Throws 14 26, Fouls 14
Valdosta — Field Goals 18, Free Throws 

6-15, Fouls 17
Boys Game

Atkinson County 6 17 36 52
Valdosta 6 26 44 59

INDIVIDUAL STATS
Atkinson County — Wesley 10, Freeman 

11, Gillis 12, H. Lock 4, J. Lock 2, Bentley 6, 
Johnson 7

Valdosta - Campbell 31, Daniels 2, Folsom 
3, Berrian 14, Walker 4, Parker 5

TEAM STATS
Atkinson County — Field Goals 22, Free 

Throws 8 12, Fouls 20
Valdosta — Field Goals 24, Free Throws 

1124, Fouls 12 .

VHS s Dasher Plays Golf Classic
fhp o^j1 Dasher of Valdosta shot 105-95-200 in 
ti e Georgia State Independent Insurance Agents Youth Golf 
Classic on Monday and Tuesday. ivumuon 
„Jhe Valdosta High student will compete in the club 
^^P^'P thls ,coming Monday and Tuesdav at he 
Valdosta Country Club. He plans to go out for golf and 
wrestling this school year. 8

Valdosta Golfers Edge Lowndes
From Staff Reports

The Lowndes and Valdosta High golf teams only got 
in 15 holes Monday afternoon at the Valdosta Country 
Club before darkness forced them into the clubhouse. ‘

But that was enough to determine a winner.
Valdosta nipped Lowndes 297-308. Valdosta’s Walter 

Altman was low man with a 70. David Powers was low 
for Lowndes with a 74.

Lowndes was slated to return to action this afternoon 
in Moultrie.

VHS FBLA
Elections

By Times Staff Writer
The Valdosta High 

Schoo! chapter of Future 
Business Leaders of 
America held its first club 
meeting Sept. 10 for the 
purpose of electing the 
following officers for 
1984-85:

Pamela D. Williams, 
president; Frankee D. 
Keeling, vice-president; 
Kimberly Rowe, secre­
tary; Sherry Murajda, 
treasurer: Stan Newman, 
parlimentarian; Kim 
Brown, fund raising 
chairman; April Linder, 
social chairman; Michelle 
Alligood, school projects 
chairman; Linda G. 
Johnson, reporter; Karen 
Jenkins, historian ; 
Rebecca Staley, communi­
ty projects chairman.

put the game out of reach. However, 
the 'Cats, who hit 11 of 24 free throws 
for the game, made just three of 12 
charity tosses in the fourth quarter. 
They missed five front ends of 
one-and-ones.

“This is probably the poorest night 
we have had this season," O’Brien 
said. “We couldn’t hit anything out 
there tonight. And Atkinson County 
started hitting from outside to get 
back into the game.

“The team was very dejected after 
last night’s game. And I’m sure that 
had something to do with the way we 
Sed. But Atkinson had a lot to do 

the way we played also. ’ ’
Trailing 44-36 heading into the 

fourth quarter, the Rebels outscored 
Valdosta 8-4 to draw within four at 
48-44 with 4:33 left. . .

But the 'Cats answered with five 
straight points. Following a short 
jumper by Jerome Berrian which 
increased the lead to six, Derrick 
Folsom stole a pass and went the 
length of the court for a layup. 
Folsom added a free throw to 
complete the three-point play and 
give Valdosta a nine-point lead?

“Those two baskets may have 
been the key to us holding on to the 
win," O’Brien said.

The Rebels made one last run at 
the ’Cats. Outscoring Valdosta 8-2. 
Atkinson County closed to within 
three points at 55-52 on a layup by 
Jamie Lock with 1:35 left.

Lock stole the inbounds pass and 
scored, but the basket was nullified 
when Lock was called for an of­
fensivefoul.

Following a Valdosta turnover, the 
Rebels had three opportunities to 
close the gap to one. but could not get 
the ball to drop.

“This is a very tired basketball 
team," said O'Brien. “We have now

rimes Staff Photo bv Joey Ivansco

Valdosta’s Wallace Campbell (42) Scored A Career-High 31 Points

played four games in seven days. 
And we have to get ready for a 
sub-region game with Thomasville 
Tuesday night .

‘‘We are going to work on our 
defense during Monday's practice. / 
We didn't play it very well tonight."

Scott'Gillis led the Rebels with 12 
points. Greg Freeman had 11 and

Jerry Wesley had 10.
The Lady Cats (4-11) led only 

briefly in the first quarter before the 
Rebelettes (12-3) pulled away for the 
easy victory.

Brenda and Elaine Kay poured in 
16 points each for the Rebelettes.

Valdosta was paced by Ronnie 
Melvin with 11.
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Pair Shares I 
More Than | 
GSA Award |
Bv DEBORAH BUCKHALTER
Times Staff Writer

Liza Wallace and Christine Buel are 
two very different people in some 
respects. One is dark, the other fair. 
One is extroverted, the other more 
reserved. One hopes for a show 
business career, the other wants to 
study medicine.

But in other ways they are very 
much alike. Both Valdosta High School 
students are nominees for the gov­
ernors honors for excellence; one in 
drama, the other in biology.

And they share another distinction 
The two juniors tied for the best 
performance by an actress’ award in a 
Georgia School Association drama 
contest this fall.

They also share a committment to 
theatre which gradually drew them 
together as close friends this semester

The two girls and four other students 
were chosen from a field of 50 
auditioners to perform in ‘The Outcasts 
of Poker Flat’, a one-act play adapted 
from a Bret Hart short story set in the 
W’s. r

Miss Wallace, the shier of the two 
played a fair-haired dance-hall girl 
dubbed ‘Duchess’ and the more out­
spoken Miss Buel played an ‘innocent’ 
cabin dweller living in the Sierra 
Nevada mountains of California.

Miss Buel comes from a family of 
performers and said she first got 
involved in theatre because it was 
almost a foregone conclusion.

“In my family, it was sort of 
expected. Luckily, I got involved and I 
love it. It is my energy,” she said.

Her drama coach said Miss Buel
asked her, on the heels of their . 
performance for GSA, ‘what about the ] 
spring?’ Miss Buel said she wants to 
make a career in theatre, but is 
hesitant to commit herself to the 
‘starving actor lifestyle.

She played the pre-adolescent Helen 
Keller in a production of ‘The Miracle 
Worker’ as a child and first worked in
‘Carousel’ at age 6.

Recently she won first place in a 
regional oral interpretation competi­
tion with a piece from ‘Belle of 
Amherst’ as Emily Dickenson.

While Miss Buel tends toward 
straight drama, Miss Wallace enjoys 
singing roles more. She sang in a 
production of ‘Oliver’ when she was an 
eighth grader and has performed 
singing roles since.

While she intends to work in theatre 
while she attends college, she wants a 
career in biology or medicine. Her 
“dream” is to attend Emory Universi­
ty. But first, she is saving money for a 
trip to France upon graduation from 
high school. She sandwiched three-hour 
rehearsals between school and a part­
time job this semester to pay for the 
adventure.

The pair shared the stage of ‘Out­
casts’ with a drunk, a ‘madam’, 
another ‘innocent’ and a gambler, 
played respectively by Barry 
Golivesky, Leah Jaszczak, Toby 
Bdskin, and Philip Meeks. .

The troupe won second place in the 
overall GSA competiton for dramatic 
performances.

Miss Wallace and Miss Buel said the 
success of their efforts depends largely 
on the talents and patience of their 
director, Lee Pulliam. Ms. Pulliam is a 
teacher and the chairman of the 
English department at Valdosta High. 

< Although she has many duties, she 
finds excess time and energy for the 
play rehearsals having once been a 
performer herself who can’t quite close 
the curtain on drama. Ms. Pulliam has 
directed various groups since her

W77
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Christine Buel, L, Liza Wallace Act Out Scene
college days, and said she enjoys 
working with high school students 
because “they’re fun and energetic and 
^ joy.”

Her students say she knows the 
limits of an exhausted cast at the end 
of an H-hour day, and knows when to 
back off and let them release the stress 
built up over a season of demanding

rehearsals and schedules.
Her easy-going manner may well 

contribute to the sense of “family” the 
performers say they felt at the con­
clusion of this production.

Miss Buel and Miss Wallace were 
casual acquaintances when they 
began; now they claim “best friend 
status.

Command Change
By C/LT James Trent / ^ 7 /
' On Feb. 19 the Valdosta High 
NJROTC held a ceremonial change of 
command. C/LCDR Joseph Gombas, 
former commanding officer, com­
pleted his period of command and 
C/LCDR Melanie Seals, former execu­
tive officer, took the helm. C/LT 
James Trent is now the executive 
officer by promotion. Along with the 
change of command, there were officer 
promotions. .

They are as follows: ; C/LT Melanie 
Seals to C/LCDR, C/LT(JG) James 
Trent to C/LT, C/ENS Gregory Bell to 
C/LT(JG), C/ENS Derrick Cain to 
C/LT(JG), C/ENS Jerald R. Smart to 
C/LT(JG), C/CPO Anthony Browning 
to C/ENS, C/CPO Thomas Gonzalez to 
C/ENS, C/CPO Adolphus Kimmons to 
C/ENs, and C/CPO Marcus Nelson to 
C/ENS. __________ ■■ : -

Eric Anderson will be 
the only VHS tennis player 
representing the Wildcats in 
the state tourna­
ment.Anderson, a junior, has 

I lost only three matches, all to 
Kyle Hiers of Colquitt 

■ County. Eric is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Buck Anderson of 
Valdosta.

Eagle Scout
vJfc"?* Cain’ ^y^-oM son of Altee and Lois Cain of 
Ra!u?Jt ™ reCu*Ked ^f Eag,e Scout award at First 
Baptist Church here. Alan Carter, scoutmaster of Troop 

Presented the award in the Nov. 4 ceremony. For his 
Eagle Scout project, Cain surveyed intersections in the 
MA»aUndflng area and Presented his findings to Dave 
hla^’ ?rm®r Cl^ engineer. He has earned 34 merit 
badges. Cain is a junior at Valdosta High School where 
he is a member of Naval JROTC and is on "the 
»hXCOUn^ a"d track teams Derrick plans to enter 
SusanGri^^ gradUaUon‘ ~ Times Staff Photo By


