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Community Landscape Work Day
Environmentalists tell us that 

every time we plant a tree, we help 
to undo much of the damage we 
have thoughtlessly inflicted on our 
planet. The Ray City Community 
Development Council plans to go 
far beyond the planting of one tree. 
On Saturday, February 16th, the 
council, with the help of the com­
munity, is going to plant a street of 
trees. The day has been declared a 
Community Landscape Work Day, 
and community volunteers will join 
forces with the CDC to dig the holes, 
pour in the mulch and water and 
set crepe myrtle saplings in place 
all along the main sections of town.

When citizens of the community 
organized the Community Devel­
opment Council, they placed mu­
nicipal beautification high on their 
list of priorities. One of the first 
things they did was to apply for a 
landscape grant. The grant was 
approved early in the summer of 
1990. Since that time, the prelimi­
nary work on the project has moved 
forward. Landscape plans have 
been prepared and have been on 
display at City Hall for several weeks. 
February was selected as the best

time of year for setting out trees, so 
a February date was chosen to do 
the work.

At a recent CDC meeting, mem­
bers worked out many of the de­
tails of the project. They formed 
committees for each step of the 
project; committees to dig holes, to 
supply water, to set the trees in 
place. Community volunteers have 
agreed to serve on the committees 
and each committee chair-person 
is responsible for recruiting the extra 
help that will be needed. George 
Skinner, Ray Register and Hershell 
Boyd will serve as a coordinating 
committee.

The day will begin with a break­
fast at the Senior Citizens Center. 
Women of the community will cook 
the food and serve the coffee to the 
industrious volunteers. After break­
fast, the actual work will begin and 
by Saturday evening, Ray City 
should have a different look.

Landscaping is just one part of 
the overall plan. The grant also 
supplies monies to put into place 
park benches and much needed 
litter containers. The parking lot 
beside the Swindle building will also

be upgraded, which will result in 
better traffic flow on Paralled Street, 
and will vastly improve the appear­
ance of the area.

Looking Back
Once upon a time, before the 

proliferation of the written word, 
the history of a people was an oral 
history-passed down from parent 
to child from generation to genera­
tion. Once, the storyteller was held 
in high regard-an entertainer, an 
historian, a source of knowledge. 
In another time, elders of the fam­
ily were revered.

In today's world, too few people 
take the time to listen. For most, 
the facts of history are contained in 
books. The making of history is 
viewed on television. The under­
standing of the humanity of history 
is lost.

Ray City has many older citizens 
who have much to relate. Remer 
Wood is such a person. His life 
span has covered more than three 
quarters of the twentieth century. 
Through his eyes, we can see the 
industrial age readjusting to the



space age; the metamorphosis of 
farming from mule-drawn plows to 
mechanical marvels. Books can­
not convey how people felt as they 
experienced their lives changing- 
and then changing yet again.

Remer is south Georgia born and 
raised. Now 81 years old, he has 
been a farmer, a merchant, a sol­
dier, a store clerk and a govern­
ment employee. In 1909, he was 
born into a world that no longer 
exists. Remer says, "It was rough 
growing up on a farm then. You 
had too much work to do. You 
didn't have time for playing. When 
we were big enough to walk, we 
were big enough to work, even if it 
was just carrying water to the fell­
ers in the field."

Schooling was secondary to farm 
work. "We went to school after the 
cotton was picked. Back then, all 
the cotton was picked by hand." He 
went to a one room country school 
until the family moved to a farm 
near Ray City.

Remer remembers getting his first 
car when he was a young man. He 
bought his grandfather's eight year 
old Model T for $20.00. It had cost 
$400.00 new.

He vividly remembers the depres­
sion. He was fortunate enough to 
have work during most of those 
dark years. His usual wage was 
$1.00 a day.

During the second world war, 
Remer served in France. It was the 
longest period he ever spent away 
from South Georgia. He was so 
glad to get home, he has never had 
the desire to live anyplace else. After 
the war, he came back to Ray City 
and found employment at Moody, 
where he worked until he retired. 
Now in his sunset years, he remem­
bers the way it was: Courting-You

did your courting on weekends af­
ter the work was done. You walked 
to her house and sat with her where 
her parents could watch you. En- 
tertainment-We used to have 
country frolics. You danced to the 
music of a fiddle, guitar and banjo. 
Christmas-We got an apple, or­
ange and stick of candy. We'd break 
little pieces off that stick to eat and 
make it last as long as possible.

In parts of Australia it was 
believed thunder caused 
turtles to come out of the 
water.
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GEORGIA CABINET COMPANY
Please support

Community Development Council 
Community Landscape Work Day

February 16, 1991

455-5800
Hwy. 37 West — Ray City, Georgia

RAY'S MILL POND CAFE
Serving Fresh Fish &. Seafood 

Open Wednesday through Saturday 5-10 p.m. 
for your dining pleasure.

Located 1 mile east of Ray City

Soon To Be
As you drive down Main Street in 

Ray City, you cannot help but no­
tice the caboose sitting on rails 
adjacent to the Norfolk and South­
ern railroad. The caboose is a gift 
to the city from the railroad com­
pany. City officials and the Com­
munity Development Council plan 
to turn it into an eye-catching visi- 
tor/community center.

During the summer of 1990, the 
CDC applied for a state grant to 
refurbish the caboose. A two-fold 
grant of $9,360 was approved in 
December. $8,300 of the grant will
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be used for caboose restoration 
funding. The remaining $760 will 
be used to help defray the costs of 
producing this newsletter.

The CDC has appointed a Resto­
ration Plans Committee consisting 
of Bobby Wood, Wayne Peters and 
George Skinner. Committee 
members will visit other towns with 
such caboose displays in order to 
see how best to utilize the one in 
Ray City.

When the project is completed, 
the caboose should be a distinctive 
landmark for Ray City. It will also 
serve as a meeting place for local 
organizations and as a visitor's 
welcoming center.

School Days
When a settlement builds a church 

and a school, it becomes a commu­
nity. This is how the settlement of 
Ray's Mill became the town of Ray 
City in the early 1900's. According 
to Johnson's "History of Ray City", 
the first school was a three roomed 
wood building with a porch across 
the front. The brick structure pres­
ently housing the school was erected 
in 1922.

A town which has supported a 
school for nearly a century has seen 
many teachers come and go. One 
teacher came and stayed for thirty 
seven years. Her name is Eloise 
Johnson nee Williams. Eloise is a 
soft spoken southern lady whose 
youthful looks belie her age. Al­
though she retired from teaching a 
number of years ago, she has not 
retired from life and is still a dy­
namic member of the community.

In 1934, young Eloise was not 
thinking of a long teaching career. 
For her, the highlight of that year 
was the day she was selected Queen

of Berrien County Fair. She still 
remembers her excitement when 
she sat on the queen's float in the 
fair parade. Her attendants were 
the county and the state superin­
tendents of school.

It was shortly after that, in 1935, 
that she attained her first teaching 
position. She says in those days 
teachers were paid $60.00 a month, 
out of which they bought their own 
supplies. She taught for three years. 
Then she married Bernard Johnson 
and says she "decided I wouldn't 
teach anymore." A year after her 
marriage, she became a mother, 
which gave her added reason to

MOLISEE 
HARDWARE

compliments of

The Ray City Branch 
of the Citizens Bank

455-2111
Member F.D.I.C.

stay home. Yet the lure of the 
classroom remained and she soon 
returned to teaching. This time she 
continued until her retirement in 
1973.

Throughout the years, she taught 
every grade in the school, from first 
to twelfth. At one time or another, 
she has taught most of the illustri­
ous graduates of Ray City schools. 
Almost all of the older families in 
town have had children taught by 
Eloise. She says those children were 
like an extended family to her and 
she still loves to see them and their 
children, and sometimes their chil­
dren's children.

Supplying 
General

Hardware 
Needs For 

Home, Farm 
and Business

Hours 
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

Monday-Friday

455-2129



Teaching has changed tremen­
dously since Eloise began her ca­
reerin 1935. She feels that many of 
the modern teaching methods are 
inferior to the old fashioned teach­
ing of the basics. Recent S.A.T. 
scores seem to prove her right.

Eloise was saddened when Ray 
City High School was abolished in 
the 1950's in favor of a consoli­
dated high school. She is even more 
saddened that plans are now in the 
works to close the Elementary 
School. It has been a part of the 
community for almost as long as 
the community has been here. It is 
the scene of much of Ray City's 
history. For Eloise, it is like closing 
a book on the past.

Teachers like Eloise are remem­
bered fondly by their former stu­
dents. Such teachers make a posi­
tive impact on those students, not 
just by teaching them the three R's, 
but by believing in them. None of 
us really know what imprint we leave 
on the sands of time, but good teach­
ers leave footprints that are easy to 
follow.

Homecoming 
Committee
Report

The 1990 Homecoming Commit­
tee has completed its work and has 
a final financial statement on file at 
City Hall. This file is open to the 
public. The statement shows that 
the Committee had a beginning bal­
ance of $638.33. Committee-spon­
sored events earned $6,655.06, 
which, added to the beginning bal­
ance, made a total of $7,293.39. 
Expenses incurred totalled 
$5,484.36. This left a net total of

$1,809.03
Committee Chairman Pierce 

Hannah said the Committee has 
agreed to buy $500.00 worth of new 
equipment for the fire department 
and to donate $500.00 to the rec­
reation department for the munici­
pal ball field. This leaves a total of 
$809.03 to be left as a beginning 
balance for the 1991 Committee.

The Committee sponsored four 
large events during 1990: the July 
4th celebration, the Womanless 
Wedding, the Fall Festival and a 
gospel sing.

Jim & Pat Wiggins 
welcome you to 

SMOKE HOUSE BARBEQUE 
Now Serving: 

Real Smoked Barbeque 
All-Beef Burgers

Chicken Dinners & More

OPEN: Mon-Sat--7:00 A.M.-10:00 P.M.
455-2158

Nashville Hwy. -- Ray City, Georgia

To The People 
Of Ray City...

This newsletter is to you, for you 
and about you. The Community 
Development Council publishes it 
as a local medium by which we can 
communicate with one another. We 
welcome your input. Ifyouhavean 
idea for an article, or if you wish to 
submit a written article or com­
ment on the articles that appear, 
please feel free to do so. Address 
your comments to: Newsletter 
Editor, P.O. Box 261, Ray City, or 
call 455-2181.
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The Mid-East
War

On January 16, as we sat watch­
ing the evening news, Desert Shield 
became Desert Storm right before 
our disbelieving eyes. Before that 
fateful evening, most Americans 
felt that war was inevitable. Yet, as 
it became a reality, we were all 
stunned. The moment was unfor­
gettable. For far too many families 
in Ray City, it was a poignant 
moment, as they thought of their 
brothers and sisters, sons and daugh­
ters who are now serving in the 
Middle East.

War is hell, so we have been told- 
-and so we have seen. Waiting is 
also hell; a special kind of hell. Fear, 
a feeling of helplessness, a sense of 
futility and again, fear are the 
components of that hell.

With so many of our sons and 
daughters and so many of our neigh­
bors from Moody Air Force Base 
engaged in war, the people of Ray 
City grow closer, held together with 
mutual bonds of empathy and com­
passion. Church attendance is up, 
as people turn to the comfort of 
religious faith that calms them and 
gives them courage.

War affects us all in one way or 
another, but most assuredly it af­
fects the families of the combat­
ants more than anyone else. And 
this war-a televised war--brings the 
brutality into their living rooms day 
after day. When this is over and a 
war memorial is erected, perhaps a 
fitting image would be that of a 
mother and father, kneeling to pray 
for the safety of their child.

Moody Mid-East Address
To write to men and women from 

Moody AFB serving in the Mid­
east, you may use the following 
address: (First name, Middle ini­
tial, Last name, Rank, SS Number) 
or (Any Air Force Member) Op­
eration Desert Storm, 388th TFW 
(Moody Personnel), APO, NY 
09871.

...........WELCOME............ •

NEW BUSINESS •
Bobby Akridge •

owner of Get-N-Go Video 
*****

Freddie Camon •
owner of Freddie's Store •

P & R Sales & Service
P.O. Box 218 - 305 Miller Street - Ray City, GA

(912) 455-2266 
Nights 686-3397

Heating &. Air Conditioning 
Installation or Repair 

PVC Fittings, Pipe, Water Pumps and Tanks

TOMMY RICE - VIRGIL PARR

Wheels

Wliat*Nots
702 Main Street 

Ray City, GA 

455-2144
open evenings & all day Mondays

Bicycle Repairs
Small Household & Craft Items 

Nik-Naks & "What*Nots"
*We Buy & Sell Used Bicycles*

Don't Forget...
February 11th 

is the date for the 
Community Kitchen Shower 

for the Senior Citizens 
Community Building.
The shower is from 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 
and everyone is urged to come 
and to donate kitchen utensils 

for the center.
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Did You Know?
By: Bettye Shearl

Did you know that Dr. Charles X. 
Jones built the first dwelling house 
in Ray City? And was the city's first 
mayor?

That, in 1911, Mr. W.H.E. Terry 
came to Ray City from Pinetta, Fla. 
and built the first brick building? 
This building was torn down in the 
early 1950's.

That on the corner of Main and 
Paralled Streets, the site of Wood's 
Soda Shop was a wooden building 
which housed a hotel? This hotel 
was destroyed by fire in 1913. The 
brick structure which now houses 
Wood's Soda Shop & Becky's Clay 
Cottage was erected in 1915.

That the first gas station was built 
in 1925 and this building now houses 
the Ray City Police Dept.

That in 1914 a recreation area 
known as Mayhaw Lake, was built 
off the end of Pack St. which had a 
swimming pool, skating rink, dance 
hall and a lunch stand? This was 
'The Place" in the community and 
people arriving by train, yes by train, 
as many as 6 passenger trains a day 
would be shuttled to the lake by

horse and buggy or mule and wagon.
That Ray City School was opened 

in 1922 and held their first high 
school graduation in 1936 with 9 
graduates? The last high school 
graduating class was in 1954.

That there are 7 churches within 
the city limits of Ray City?

That Ray City was incorporated 
in 1909 and had its first electricity 
in 1923. The lights were turned on 
at 6:00 each evening and turned off 
at 10:30 each evening.

That one of the last major Indian 
uprising with the Creek Indians was 
fought near the settlement of Bucky 
Creek in this area in the year 1836?

That the Bank of Ray City was or­
ganized in 1908 and changed in the 
year 1909 to the Citizens Bank of 
Ray City.? Then in 1973 the bank 
was acquired by the Citizens Bank 
of Nashville, Ga. and is now the 
Ray City office of that bank

That the Luckie Lumber' Co. was 
a huge operation in 1909 and 
employed hundreds of people? This 
lumber company subsequently 
burned in 1926.

That there was a Mrs. Grambling's 
Millinery Shop where ladies could 
purchase hats of their choice and

there were many other businesses 
in the early 1900's including, a black­
smith, a druggist, a garage, hard­
ware and furniture store, meat 
market, pecan dealer and a livery 
stable, four doctors and a dentist?

That the Chief of Police rode a 
horse on his tour of duty?

That in 1918 tobacco was first 
grown in this area after cotton gave 
way to the bowl weevil?

Hummingbirds, the smallest birds 
in the world, are native only to the 
Western Hemisphere.
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HOTSY OF SOUTH GEORGIA
Hot or Cold Water Pressure Washers 
Sales, Service, Parts and Chemicals 
Service on all makes and models.

Does your house or farm equipment need cleaning? 
Rent a pressure washer to do the job.

203 Johnson Street 
Ray City, Ga. 31645

(912) 455-6446 or 455-3341
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