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Making New Friends
School Made Easier

<nLti_gr_ik_^l/__ 
By SUSAN A. SM1GIELSKI 
Tinies Staff Writer

With the beginning of school comes 
some new fears; one of them can be 
making new friends.

Change is difficult for most people, 
especially teen-agers who are not 
sure of themselves. There are some 
tips to keep in mind.

Larry Creamer, a counselor at Val­
dosta High School, said the best way 
to make friends at school is to be­
come active in- club" and extracurri­
cular activities.

“There is a wide variety of out-of­
class activities from band to chorus 
to athletics to service clubs to class- 
related clubs that a student can 
join,” he said.

“ No matter what, there is an activ­
ity the student will have an interest 
in.”

Even if the student has a slight in­
terest in the subject, Creamer said 
he should pursue it.

“If he becomes involved, he can 
further develop that interest or ta­
lent,” he said.

This way the student is able to de­
velop an identity in the school and 
not be an outsider.

“We are always an outsider until 
we get involved,” Creamer said. “ We 
are also on the outside looking in un­
til we take the initiative to get invol­
ved.”

The student handbook is a perfect 
way to pursue an interest, he said.

Many students simply do not want 
to be in school, but Creamer said
they need to accept T am here and I 
need to make the best of it.’

“They need to take on a new 
thinking and take part in such things 
as pep rallies,” Creamer said.

This is also a way to become closer 
to the faculty, who may offer future 
advice.

According to the August issue of 
the teen magazine, The New Era, 
there are other tips to remember, 
such as the other students are 
scared, too.

“ Try to make it easier for potential 
friends to approach you by smiling 
and introducing yourself. If you are 
feeling brave, you could invite some­
one you’ve just met to do something 
with you after school.”

Cliques should be ignored. Think­
ing that getting into the popular 
group will solve your problems may 
actually create new ones. If the cli­
que decides what is cool in music, 
clothes and activities, then the stu­
dent loses his individuality. Look for 
friends who like you as you are.

Keeping busy is also important. Do 
not wait for friends to provide happi­
ness, but do things you enjoy doing.

Include the excluded. These may 
be the most interesting and best 
friends ever; they are just shy.

<£?B £05 °
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LEE SCOTT 
Must Raise $695

VHS Student Selected
For Nad Conference
AZJ27S_J51J6hiA_Ati=At_r 
By SUSAN A. SMIGIELSKT 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High School junior Lee 
Scott was chosen to represent the 
state at the National Young Lead­
ers Conference in Washington, D.C. 
in November.

The conference selects about 350 
students to participate in the the 
week-long program.

“The purpose of the program is 
to identify and honor a select group 
of exceptional high school students 
and allow them the opportunity to 
witness history in making,” accord­
ing to information provided by the 
conference committee.

The 15-year-old son of Master 
Sgt. and Mrs. RA Scott will meet 
with the leaders of the executive, 
legislative and judicial branches of 
the federal government He will 
also meet the Washington press

'corps and top scholars in the coun-

Scott was chosen to participate 
by conference members based on 
previous honors. He has been 
named to Who’s Who Among Amer­
ican High School Students and 
honored by the United States 
Achievement Academy.

Awards he has received include 
the National Science Merit Award 
and the National Leadership and 
Service Award. Scott was also 
named an All American Scholar.

At VHS, Scott has maintained a 
perfect grade point average and 
has been named to the French 
Honor Society. He is also a mem­
ber of the debate team, the science 
club, the math club, Interact and 
Beta.

While Scott plans to attend, he 
must raise $695, the cost of the tu­
ition, before Sept. 3, in order to par­
ticipate.

OOTBALL TIME!







|/ Developing Character/ A Weekly Feature j

Sophomore as
Several Interests
By KELLI BOWMAN
Times Staff Writer

No offense to his teachers, but 15- 
year-old Alex Penn says he’s not 
always challenged in school.

The Valdosta High School rising 
sophomore is constantly looking for 
exhilarating cerebral stimulation, 
which he’s found 5n a variety of out­
lets at his young age: community 
theater, the martial arts and, most. 
recently, a summer trip to Duke 
University where he tackled the 
same engineering problems college 
students do.

At two hours a pop, he found 
them very challenging.

Alex was selected to participate in 
Duke University’s 1991 Summer 
Residential Program for academi­
cally gifted students. The program, 
administered by the university’s Tal­
ent Identification Program, TIP,- is 
open to seventh through tenth-grad­
ers who test in the top 1 percent of 
their schools. 1

Alex was enrolled in the pro­
gram’s engineering problems 
course. He was in class six hours a 
day, three hours on Saturday and 
took a few problems home at night.

The three weeks he spent unrav­
eling the mysteries of mechanical 
engineering was comparable to a 
semester of college.

Luckily, there' were plenty of rec­
reational and social activities to 
divert these summer academics 
from their books and computers, 
and a few hours’ of sleep, Alex said. 
Despite the grueling coursework, he

ALEX PENN

had a great time and made lots of 
friends.

“You get that many creative peo­
ple all in one place and you’re 
bound to have fun.”

Unlike many young scholars who 
trek loftily to super summer school 
programs only to feel defeated and 
intimidated because everyone is as 
smart or smarter than they, some­
thing they’re not quite used to at 
home, Alex said it was a welcome 
relief to be around teens who share 
similar interests.

“It was almost easier than regu­
lar school because you fit in.”

See CHARACTER, Page 3-A

Character
From Page 1-A

Alex’ other diversions include 
community theater. He’s performed 
in two Lowndes-Valdosta Arts Com- 

f mission Theatre Guild productions, 
• “Auntie Mame” and “You Can’t 
. Take it With You.” 

x . Being well-rounded in interests 
and talents is important to Alex. He 
enjoys archery and soccer and plans 
to take up tennis.

The Duke experience has ren­
dered engineering a viable career 
option for him.

“ It was definitely the type of 
course where they told everybody at 
the beginning, ‘You’re either going 
to really enjoy this or you’ll hate it,”’ 
Alex said, admitting that he was 
among the former. “It told me I 

; enjoyed engineering.”
Theater will always be “just a 

hobby,” Alex said. “Unless I’m dis­
, covered.”

■ Residence: Valdosta
■ School: rising sophomore 
Valdosta High School
■ Family: Mother, Gail Penn
■ Activities: archery, theatre, 
VHS science, math and Interact 
clubs

Jeane Tarpley Chosen Valdosta
Jegc^erOf The Year
Bv KELLI BoWa# '  Tarpley had to write a research p;
Times Staff Writer

- - pa­
per on trends in education and an es­

Jeane Tarpley, the Valdosta City 
School System’s 1992 Teacher of the 
Year, said she 
never wanted to be 
a teacher when 
she was growing 
up.

After 25 years in 
the business, she 
and thousands of 
teens influenced by 
her work are glad 
that “teaching 
chose her.”

Tarpley was tarpt 
named Valdosta’s
Teacher of the Year at a special lun­
cheon Wednesday. Her credentials 
will be submitted to Atlanta for con­
sideration in the state teacher of the 
year contest.

Being chosen teacher of the year 
took more than a flashy bulletin 
board and A-plus grades from stu­
dents and colleagues. After being 
named teacher of the year at Val­
dosta High School where Mrs. Tar­
pley’s taught math for 17 years, she 
spent her summer compiling a re­
sume package for the award.

In addition to listing all her profes­
sional qualifications, civic accom­
plishments and personal data, Mrs.

say on her philosophy of teaching.
It was the stereotypical image of 

the old-fashioned school marm that 
gave a younger Jeane second 
thoughts about taking to the chalk­
board like her grandmother and four 
aunts had done.

“ Out loud I said that I would never 
be a teacher because I was afraid 
that I would grow up to be an ‘old 
maid’ teacher like my aunt But tea­
ching chose me anyway. It was in my 
blood; becoming a teacher was such 
a natural process,” Mrs. Tarpley 
wrote in her biography sketch.

Mrs. Tarpley has a bachelor’s de­
gree in mathematics from Georgia 
Southern College and a master’s in 
education from the same. She taught 
math at West Rome High School be­
fore moving to Valdosta 17 years ago.

She’s stuck with it because she en­
joys the students, Mrs. Tarpley said, 
at every level.

Valdosta’s teacher of the year is 
married to Charles Tarpley, VHS’ de-

For 1992
fensive coordinator for football and 
head baseball coach. They have two 
children, Brad, 18 and Lee, 10.

The following were named teacher 
of the year at their schools: Margaret 
Gaskins, W.G. Nunn Elementary; 
Lisa Shankles, Lomax Pinevale El­
ementary; Cindy Moses, S.L. Mason 
Elementary; Pat Kaeck, Sallas Ma­
hone Elementary; Blanche Sepul­
veda, West Gordon Elementary; 
Barbara Carter; Southeast Elemen­
tary; and Hodges McLendon, Val­
dosta Jr. High.



hand off to running back Albert Edmonds (33) during Photo by Jeff Allen

Times Assistant Sports Editor

An unlikely star emerged when the No. 1 
defense forced a punt on the No. 2 offense’s 
next possession. Teto Thomas gathered in a 
27-yard punt at his own 46-yard line, picked 
up his blocking and motored 54 yards for a

Valdosta High quarterback John Bell (8) moves to Friday night’s scrimmage at Cleveland Field — Times

touchdown. This numberless performer 
would be heard from again later in the 
night.

The No. 1 offense got on the board again 
with 9:02 left before intermission. VHS pla­
cekicker Dow Drury capped off an eight­
play, 23-yard drive with a 33-yard field goal 
— the first of two on the night for the All­
Region performer. Waters directed the 
drive.

Meanwhile, the Cats No. 1 defense held 
the No. 2 offense to three downs and out on 
their five first-half possessions. The No. 2 
defense didn’t fare too badly in the opening 
half either as the VHS No. 1 offense could 
only strike for 10 first-half points.

After swaping punts throughout most of 
third quarter, the No. 1 offense finally began 
to get untracked with 1:24 left in the period. 
With Bell directing the attack, the offense 
drove 60 yards in five plays with Brian 
Wiseman capping off the scoring march 
with a 14-yard run at the 11:18 mark of the

See WILDCATS, Page 3-B

When the final horn sounded Friday night 
at Cleveland Field, the scoreboard illumi­
nated the final tally — Home 20, Guest 14. 
However, there is more to the score than 
meets the eye as the Valdosta High Wild­
cats concluded the first week of summer 
football camp with a scrimmage under the 
lights of the fabled stadium.

In this five-quarter scrimmage, the Wild­
cats’ third team offense and defense went 
head-to-head for the one quarter. When the 
dust had finally settled, the two squads had 
battled to a 0-0 stalemate.

Then it was time for the fans on hand to 
get a glimpse of possible things to come for 
the 1991 campaign as the No. 1 offense and 
defense waged battle with the Cats’ No. 2 
units for four grueling quarters. The end re­
sult was a 27-7 win for the first team. How­
ever, the offenses put 20 of those points on

Offensively, the No. 1 unit scored on their 
first possession of the contest With quar­
terback Steven Everson at the controls, the 
No. 1 offense marched 41 yards in four 
plays with Albert Edmonds capping off the 
drive with an 8-yard scoring run at the 7:16 
mark of the first period.

Everson provided the spark that kept the 
opening drive alive. The slippery VHS sig­
nal caller, who is in a three-way battle with 
John Bell and Jamey Waters for the No. 1 
quarterback slot, scrambled for 30 yards to 
the 8 to convert a third-and-7 opportunity. 
On the next play, Edmonds took an option 
pitch from Everson around left end for the 
score.

the board, while the defense erupted for 14 
more.

*tf
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Wildcats

Wildcat head coach Nick Hyder puts the Vai- teams are allowed to work out in helmets, 
dosta junior varsity football players through the shoulder pads and shorts — Times Photo by
paces Monday at Valdosta High on the first day Paul Leavy

’91 Cats Progressing
■TODAY: Valdosta High 

and Lowndes High will con­
tinue conditioning workouts. 
Players can wear helmets, 
shoulder pads and shorts. 
(Lowndes has scheduled two- 
a-day practices during this 
period, Valdosta one-a-day).

■ AUGUST 12: The first 
Week of full-gear practice 
begins. Both Valdosta and 
Lowndes will begin their pre­
season camps based at their 
respective schools. (Lowndes 
player to gather Sunday 
afternoon).

■AUGUST 19: The second 
week of full-gear practice 
begins. (Valdosta continues on- 
campus with two-a-day prac­
tices, Lowndes will practice 
once a day).

■AUGUST 26: Game-week 
preparations begin. (Valdosta 
may begin preparations on 
Tuesday).

■ AUGUST 30: Lowndes 
High vs. Warner Robins High, 8 
p.m., at International City Sta­
dium.

■AUGUST 31: McEachern 
High vs. Valdosta High, 8 p.m., 
at Cleveland Field.

Toward Fall Camp
^^-^/- rain and lightning ke^ Valdosta off

By MIKE GRVBB
Times Assistant Sports Editor

It is a progression into the collision 
aspect of football. That is the way 
Valdosta Wildcat Head Football 
Coach Nick Hyder likes to term the 
first official week of fall practice.

“ The week has been like a step up, 
a progression to getting ready for 
camp and the collision aspect or pro­
cess,” said Hyder, whose Wildcats 
will open the 1991 football season Au­
gust 31, at Cleveland Field against 
the McEachern Indians. “We did 
conditioning and orientation this 
week. We put an emphasis on char­
acter and the new football rules. 
That’s part of the mental prepara­
tion.”

Valdosta players went through 
workouts in the weight room and va­
rious agility drills. Equipment was is­
sued like helmets and shoes.

On Tuesday, the Cats had a new 
twist as about eight former players, 
who are currently or have played col­
lege football, addressed the team as

the practice field. Coronoza Greene 
(Morris Brown), George Copeland 
(Tennessee State), Bruce Daniels 
(Florida A&M), Ricky Thomas (Fort 
Valley State), M.J. Johnson (Fort Val­
ley State), Shawn Gay (Florida State), 
Carlos Folsom (Savannah State), cur­
rent Cat assistant coach and former 
player Keith Middleton (Georgia) and 
current Valdosta Junior High coach 
and ex-Lowndes star Ronnie Adkins 
took about 5-10 minutes each to talk 
to the players. The one basic thing 
that all of them dealt with was the 
importance of academics.

“ That was time well spent,” added 
Hyder. “For our players to hear 
someone else besides me stress the 
importance of academics is really 
time well spent.”

Now its time for the next progres­
sion to the collision aspect. Today, 
the Cats will hit the practice field in 
helmets, shoulder pads and shorts 
for a week of work. The Wildcats will 
gather at VHS at 6 p.m. each evening 
and hit the field at approximately 
6:30 p.m.

Facing 
Collision
By MIKE GRlfBB O
Times Assistant Sports Editor

Now it’s time to really get down to 
business. For the first time since 
spring practice, the Valdosta High 
Wildcats will don full pads as sum­
mer camp begins at the “VHS Hil­
ton” Monday morning.

For the past week, the Cats have 
been working out in helmets, shoul­
der pads and shorts. It’s been a pro­
gression toward the collision aspect 
of the game of football.

“ We’ve just been making that pro­
gression,” stated head coach Nick 
Hyder, whose Cats open the 1991 
season August 31 at Cleveland Field 
against the McEachern High Indians. 
“We’ve gone from helmets and 
shorts to helmets, shoulder pads and 
shorts. Now it’s time to put on the 
full gear. I think this a good way to 
do it because you have to get used to 
the straps, pads, helmets, shoes and 
heat.”

On Monday, the players, coaching 
staff, training staff and managers will 
gather at the high school for two 
weeks of concentrated practices. Val­
dosta will practice at 9:30 a.m. and 5 
p.m. They will also eat and sleep to­
gether at the school.

At the end of both weeks of work­
outs, the Cats will hold a scrimmage 
at Cleveland Field on Friday night. 
The Valdosta players will then get 
the weekend off before reporting 
back to VHS for practice Monday.

If competition is what you like, 
there will be plenty of it. Approxi­
mately 103 players battle for various 
starting assignments. One of the 
good things to come out of the Wild­
cat camp Friday was word that all of 
the players attending summer school 
had made their grades. Hyder is 
quick to give credit where credit is 
due as far as that issue is concern.

“My wife June heads up that pro­
gram,” added Hyder. “She does so 
much for us. We couldn’t get along 
without her help.”

One of the many issues to be set­
tled in camp is who will succeed two- 
year starter Alton Hitson as the 
quarterback?

Vying for this slot are a trio of tal­
ented performers in senior Jamey 
Waters and juniors Steven Everson 
and John Bell. .

“This is an interesting triangle,” 
stated Hyder. “ Jamey Waters was in 
an automobile accident last October 
and had a compound fracture of his 
upper arm — his throwing arm. He’s 
throwing now and looks ready to go. 
John Bell suffered a shoulder injury 
and missed most of last season. Ste­
ven Everson was the backup last 
year and got most of the experience 
last year behind Alton Hitson.

“By virtue of that I’d say he was 
the front runner right now. However, 
you still have to go out and earn the 
job.”



Hyder Returns
WildcatsDefense Shines

—1 A^y—££$ 4epth, we as a unit have accepted
By MIKE GRUBB 3 H r
Times Assistant Sports Editor

A familiar site strolled the practice 
fields at Valdosta High Monday as 
Wildcat head football coach Nick 
Hyder made his first appearance at 
summer football camp since being 
stricken with a kidney infection a 
week ago Monday.

“I’m about 60-70 percent, but I’m 
here,” said Hyder, whose Cats open 
up the 1991 season August 31 at 
Cleveland Field against defending 
Region 5-AAAA champion McEa­
chern Indians at 8 p.m. “I’m pretty 
much into it, but not yet at 100 per­
cent. We’ve got a great staff and they 
did and are doing a great job. When 
something like this happens you try 
to look for something positive and I 
look at what it did for our assistant 
coaches. It’s been good.”

On Hyder’s first day back at camp, 
he was treated to fine performance 
by the defense in the evening prac­
tice session.

“The defense had a good day,” 
added Hyder. “ I was impressed with 
their aggressiveness and crisp hit­
ting. Now the offense didn’t lay down 
and quit, but the defensive group had 
the upper hand today (Monday) with 
Dexter Daniels, Marcus Williams, 
Nick Reed, Franklin Wiseman, Brin­
son Barker, John Gloster, Peter 
Failor, Trampis Wrice, Brock San­
ford, Carl Thomas, Jason Jelks, John 
Copeland and Tim McClain. The de­
fense showed some maturity.”

Speaking of the defense, one of, if 
not the deepest unit on this side of 
the ball is the defensive line coached 
by Larry Jester.

“Of all the units on defense, our 
unit may have the most depth,” 
stated Jester. “Since we have more

Sunday, August 25, 1991

’Cats Attention
Turns To Indians
By MIKE GRUBB
Times Assistant Sports Editor

When the final horn sounded at 
Cleveland Field Friday night, the Val­
dosta High Wildcats had completed 
yet another two weeks of summer 
football camp. Now the sights of Val­
dosta head football coach Nick Hyder 
and his Cats are shifted fully on the 
task at hand — getting ready for Sat­
urday’s season opener at Cleveland 
Field against the Region 5-AAAA 
champion McEachern High Indians.

The final day of camp contained 
the “Famous Cheetah Classic”, a 
scrimmage between the VHS ninth 
grade football team and the Cats ju­
nior varsity. When the dust had 
cleared, Tim Horton’s ninth graders 
had prevailed by a 20-7 count.

“The ninth grade team scored a 
touchdown on one drive, had a de­
fensive touchdown and kicked two 
field goals,” stated Hyder as the Cats 
readied for picture day Friday af­
ternoon at Cleveland Field. “ Our 
10th grade scored on a blocked 
punt.”

upon ourselves to try and carry more 
of the defensive weight.

“Last year, we played an eight­
man rotation on the defensive front.
We lost five players out of that rota­
tion (three starters and two back
ups). This year we hope to go with a 
nine-man rotation — three deep at 
noseguard and both defensive tack­
les.”

Providing the three deep align­
ment at noseguard are Peter Failor 
(175, Jr.), Levalis Paul (210, Jr.) and 
Sebastian Davis (190, So.). The left 
defensive tackle slot lines up with 
Brinson Barker (200, Jr.), Donald 
Hitson (170, Jr.) and Steve Carson 
(205, Jr.). The three deep spots at 
the right tackle are between four 
players Tim McClain (210, Sr.), John 
Gloster (200, Sr.), Kevin Major (220, 
Sr.) and James Robinson (210, Jr.).

“We average around 5-10 or 5-11
and 
ne,” 
that 
that 
ness

205 pounds on the defensive li- 
Jester added. “ So, you can see 
we are small. We hope to make 
up with strength, speed, quick- 
and following assignments. We

can’t go nose-to-nose with anyone. 
We just have to be sound.

“ I’m real proud of this group. They 
are working hard and learning. Our 
unit meets about an hour and a half 
to two hours learning in between the 
morning and evening practices. The 
effort is there. Right now, it looks like 
by the time we play McEachern we’ll 
be able to run in three units on the 
defensive line.”

■PAW PRINTS: The Cats will 
hold picture day Friday between 4 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m. at Cleveland Field. 
The Wildcats will begin their Friday 
night scrimmage between 5:45 and 6.

As an added treat, the VHS March­
ing Cats will put on an exhibition at 
Cleveland Field Friday night at 6:30.

While the scrimmage was taken 
place, the varsity was practicing on 
its gadget plays.

“ It’s really wide open then,” added 
Hyder. “We see if we can come up 
something that we like.

“We had a lot of pleasant surprises 
in camp. We only had one player 
quit, which is encouraging.”

The Wildcats concluded camp with 
a scrimmage on a rainy Friday night. 
Valdosta’s top-unit offenses combined 
for 439 yards rushing.

“We handled the ball extremely 
well in the wet conditions,” stated 
Hyder. “Our backs ran like they 
were supposed to and our line 
blocked like they are capable of. Now, 
the defense came on with some gang 
tackling and made some big plays 
when they had to. I was glad we got 
an opportunity to play in these condi­
tions. The youngsters adjusted well.”

“We looked tired,” added VHS de­
fensive coordinator Charles Tarpley. 
“We didn’t play well. The defense 
has to play with emotion and we 
weren’t very emotional. We gave up 
too much yardage.”

e Catch On 
■ To Job

L^^Ll
By MIKE GRUBB
Times Assistant Sports Editor

When the opposition lines up 
against the Valdosta High receivers, 
no one can fault them if their minds 
are on insurance. The Cat receivers 
are known for giving defenders “A 
Piece of the Rock” when comes to 
blocking and as the “Good Hands 
People” when it is time to haul in a 
pass.

Under the guidance of VHS receiv­
ers coach Bob Bolton, the black and 
gold receiving corp pride themselves 
on being unselfish. When it is time to 
block that is exactly what this versa­
tile group does. If the time arises to 
catch a pass, this corp goes after the 
ball without fear.

“The biggest thing a young man 
has to be to play receiver at Valdosta 
is be dedicated,” said Bolton after 
the ’Cats practiced Thursday in pre­
paration for today’s 7 p.m. scrim­
mage at Cleveland Field. “A receiver 
at Valdosta must be unselfish and 
not put himself before the team.

“The first we teach receivers here 
is to block. A receiver here runs a lot 
of routes before a pass is even 
thrown his way. When that happens, 
a player has to be dedicated enough 
not to get discouraged.”

Battling for playing time at flanker 
for the Cats are Chris Rockey (155, 
Jr.), Mike Roberts (150, Sr.) and Rob­
ert Randolph (140, So.).

Jerone Scurry (145, Jr.), Brice 
Hunter (175, Sr.) and Tim White (170, 
Jr.) are in the midst of fighting for 
playing time at split end.

“ I’d say the most improved player 
so far has been Tim White,” added 
Bolton. “Tim was ineligible in the 
spring, but he came back with a 
team and unselfish attitide. He’s 
been running good routes and he 
came to camp in shape — both phys­
ically and mentally. Tim has done a 
good job over the summer.”

It’s a three-way battle for playing 
time at tight end for the Cats. Locked 
in fierce competition are Shadrick 
Green (165, Jr.), Wayne DeVane (175. 
Jr.) and Dennis Hampton (190, Sr.).

“Shadrick is a combination play­
er,” said Bolton. “ He can play either 
tight end or split end. Shadrick has 
good blocking skills, runs fundamen­
tal routes and can catch the ball in a 
crowd. Wayne does a good job. He 
also serves as one of our punters. 
Dennis has real good blocking 
skills.”

Through the first week of two-a- 
day practices, Bolton has liked what 
he has seen from his receivers.

Wildcats
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continued. “They have responsed to 
Coach Hyder’s absence very well, the 
way he would have expected them to 
respond.

“Our receivers are hustling and 
doing the things necessary to be a 

| winning football team. I just can’t say 
enough about the attitude of this 
group. It’s been great.

“This is a typical Valdosta receiv­
ing corp. They are dedicated to win­
ning. They get the job done — 
blocking downfield and going after 
the football when it is thrown their
way. We have more height than in 
past years, so the potential for great­
ness is there. However, in our sys­
tem a receiver doesn’t have to be big. 
He just has to have a big heart and 
be unselfish.”

■ PAW PRINTS: Valdosta High 
head coach Nick Hyder continues to 
improve from a kidney infection.

“I had a good day today,” stated 
Hyder. “ We may be on the plus side 
of this thing. If all goes well, we’ll try
and shoot for Monday to get back to

\ -actice ...”
& Tien you are at the top of your 

everybody wants to know your

"sday, the Warner Robins 
?r Chib came down to 

^dosta weight room.
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Teen Goes To Harvard
By KELLI BOWMAN '
Times Staff Writer

Studying psychology while your 
friends are sunning on the shore 
isn’t the way most teen-agers would 
choose to spend a summer, but 
being able to keep up with graduate 
students inside the ivy-draped class­
rooms of the country’s oldest and 
most prestigious university made 
the effort worthwhile for one Val­
dosta student.

Valdosta High School senior Maria 
Baratta recently returned from Mas­
sachusetts, where she spent the 
summer in Harvard University’s 
summer program for high school 
students.

The program allows the nation’s 
brightest teens to try their hands at 
college life and if they pass, the 
credits can be applied to the college 
of their choice.

After spending eight weeks in 
Cambridge, Maria, 17, has decided 
she’d like to return when she grad­
uates next spring.

“I really didn’t have any great

MARIA BARATTA

desire to go to Harvard .... But after 
I got up there I found it wasn’t any­
thing like I expected Harvard to be 
but it was everything I expected col-

lege life to be,” she said. “ I realized 
there was more to the school than 
its reputation.”

Although inundated with new 
experiences, opinions, and habits, 
Maria said she enjoyed the classes, 
professors, routine and meeting dif­
fbrent types of people. Shopping in 
Boston wasn’t bad either.

Probably the most significant out­
come of the trip was the heightened 
appreciation she gained for psychol­
ogy. Maria had planned to be an 
undergraduate psych major then go 
to law school. After finishing college 
level courses in crime and justice 
and law and psychology, she now 
says she may pursue a career as a 
criminal psychologist.

Harvard professors cut no slack to 
the visiting teens, Maria said. They 
took the same tests and read the 
same texts as regular students dur­
ing the summer session. Some of 
Maria’s classmates were graduate 
students.

The courses were arduous but a 
few hours were found to explore the
See DEVELOPING, Page 5-A
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big city to the east via the subway.
Maria said she made numerous 

friends from around the country but 
learned that Southerners share an 
unexplainable bond wherever they 
go. • . U“It was amazing how you could 
tell who was from the South,” she 
said. “You could just hone in on 
people...”

Rather than breaking down the 
stereotypes she reluctantly held 
about Northeasterners, Maria said 
her Ivy League experience turned 
out to reinforce them. The Southern 
students seemed more friendly, talk­
ative and relaxed, she said, although 
everyone found it easy to accept dif-

Maria Baratta, 17 
________--------------------  
■ Residence: Valdosta 
■ School: Valdosta High 
School
■ Family: Olivia and the late 
Charles Baratta
■ Activities: VHS cheerleader, 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, Beta
Club

ferences in others and form 
friendships.

Maria is a VHS varsity football 
and competition cheerleader and is 
the vice-president of the Beta Club.
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Valdostan’s Group Plays
With London
By SUSAN A. SMIGIELSKI 
Times Staff Writer

Bassoon player Mickey McAfee of 
Valdosta participated in the Festival 
Institute and the Southern Bell 
Youth Orchestra at the 1991 Florida 
International Festival this summer.

He is the son of the Rev. and Mrs. 
Mike A. McAfee of Valdosta. In addi­
tion to playing the bassoon in an or­
chestra setting, he also plays the 
tenor saxophone in the Valdosta 
High School marching band.

According to his mother, he 
started playing the bassoon in the 
sixth grade. He has taken lessons in 
Savannah and at Florida State Uni­
versity in Tallahassee.

There were 66 young musicians 
from Florida, Georgia, North Caro­
lina and South Carolina who spent 
the week in DeLand, Fla., and Day­
tona Beach, Fla.

McAfee was selected for the youth 
orchestra by an audition and per­
formed under the direction of Lon­
don Symphony Orchestra guest 
conductor John Georgiadis and Stet­
son University conductor Thom 
Sleeper.

MICKEY McAFEE 
Bassoon Player

Mrs. McAfee said the conductors 
surprised her and the students with 
their openness and warmth.

“You could tell they were really in­
terested in the young people,” she 
said.

The orchestra performed two free 
concerts and participated in the Lon-

Symphony
don Symphony Orchestra Young Peo­
ple’s Concert Aug. 10 at Peabody 
Auditorium.

The London Symphony Orchestra 
presented six classical concerts, a 
Silver Jubilee concert and a pops 
concert during their stay at the festi­
val in addition to the Young People’s 
concert. The festival presented 36 
events during the 10-day festival in 
and around Daytona Beach.

During their stay at Stetson Uni­
versity in nearby DeLand, McAfee 
had an opportunity to work individu­
ally and in small groups with a fac­
ulty of outstanding professional 
orchestral musicians from the Lon­
don Symphony Orchestra and Stet­
son University’s School of Music.

They were also able to attend con­
certs and rehearsals. In addition, 
there were 12 southeastern music 
teachers who also attended. McAfee 
and other students were also given a 
chance to go to the beach and visit 
Florida’s Blue Springs.

The Festival Institute and the 
Southern Bell Youth Orchestra pro­
gram are designed to strengthen fur­
ther orchestral music education in 
the southeastern United States.



Valdosta High Wildcat defensive back Jason Jelks (7) and his win against the McEachern Indians in their new dressing room 
teammates and coaches prepare for last Saturday night’s 24-0 underneath storied Cleveland Field —Times Photo by Jeff Allen.

Cats Athletic Facilities First Class
By MIKE GRUBB
Times Assistant Sports Editor

When someone hears the name of 
the Valdosta High Wildcats, one of 
the first things that comes to mind is 
high school football excellence. How­
ever there is a lot more to VHS than 
just football. Valdosta High strives to 
give its students a first class educa­
tion and facilities with which a young 
man or young lady can grow both 
mentally and physically.

On Saturday night at Cleveland 
Field, the Cats opened up one of 
these first class facilities for the first 
time at this storied football stadium 
— a new dressing room for the Val­
dosta football team. Last season, the 
new visitors dressing facility was 
opened under the north stands.

“We settled on list of priorities 
about 12 to 15 years ago,” said VHS room. 

--------------------------------——-mmWWWSI
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aniels Leads Defense

head football coach and athletic di­
rector Nick Hyder, whose Cats will 
do battle with the Camden County 
High Wildcats Friday night at Cleve­
land Field. “ On the list we had plans 
for a new weight room, all-weather 
track, girls softball field, dressing 
rooms at Cleveland Field, lights on 
the baseball field and all-purpose fa­
cilities at the elementary schools.”

The Cats’ lockerroom facilities un­
derneath fabled Cleveland Field are 
arguably the best in the state. This 
first class domain for VHS players, 
coaches and athletic training staff 
has dressing spaces for 110 players. 
It also contains a training room, 
showers, toliets and a conference 
room.

“Our new dressing room doesn’t 
occupy any area under the stands 
that wasn’t previously used by the 
team,” added Hyder following prac­
tice Monday. “It’s large enough that

we can have full squad meetings or 
the coaches can break off into 
groups. The old dressing room is 
now the training room. We have two 
young ladies that work on our train­
ing staff and the new facilities allow 
these young ladies access to the 
training room without occupying the 
dressing room. It gives our young 
men an isolation area.

“ It’s the best facility that I’ve seen. 
Warner Robins is very comparable, 
but ours have a little more room and 
the visitors and home dressing 
rooms are closer to the field. A coach 
is not inconvenienced here. It is the 
way Cleveland Field should be. We 
have a complete facility now. Even­
tually, we will upgrade our press 
box.”

The visitors dressing facilities can 
comfortably house 90 players. It con­
tains showers, toliets and a meeting

W 1 t
“ Our administration along with the 

Valdosta Touchdown Club have en­
abled us to have first class facilities 
in the Valdosta school system,” 
stated Hyder. “ The school board 
with superintendent Walter Altman, 
chairman David Waller, Dr. William 
Grow, Lamar Newborn, Mary Allen, 
Alma Williams, Willie Jones, Warren 
Lee, Maceo Horne, Dr. Joe Crane, 
Valdosta High principal Bill Aldrich 
and admistrative assistant John Field 
have done an outstanding job. The 
tax dollars and public money are be­
ing well spent at Valdosta. Every­
thing is designed for the betterment 
of all youngsters, not just athletes.”

In addition to the aforementioned 
facilities, all-purpose facilities that in­
clude gyms are about complete at 
West Gordon Elementary School and 
Southeast Elementary School (fifth 
and sixth grades). Within a year, S.L. 
Mason, Silas Mahone and W.G. Nunn 
should have all-purpose facilities.

By MIKE GRUBB 
Football 1991 Writer

When thinking of Valdosta High 
Wildcat football teams, the word de­
fense is one of the first things that 
come to mind. The VHS defense has 
long been at trademark at this South 
Georgia school. Longtime defensive 
coordinator Jack Rudolph, who is 
now coaching the VHS ninth-grade 
defense, set the standard. Charles 
Tarpley, who became defensive coor­
dinator last season, continues to
carry on this tradition of defensive 
excellence.

During the 1990 regular season, 
the Cat defense yielded but 103 
points in 10 games. Included in that 
were back-to-back shutouts against 
Robert E. Lee (Ala.) and Bainbridge. 
When it got to be crunch time in the 
postseason, Tarpley’s troops really 
showed that they were the class of 
the state. In four playoff games, the

Cat defense only gave up 10 points. 
Tarpley’s defense pitched shutouts 
against Northside Warner Robins 
(21-0), Clarke Central (8-0) and 
Southwest DeKalb in the state­
championship game (31-0). Only 
Statesboro, who lost to VHS 17-10, 
managed to score on the Cats in the 
postseason.

If VHS are hopes of producing the 
same things in 1991, the defense 
must once again step forward and as­
sert itself.

The Cats linebacking and de- 
fenseive end corps appears to be get­
ting better and better as each day 
passes. Leading the VHS linebackers 
will be All-Region performer Dexter 
Daniels (225, Sr.) Daniels started at 
defensive end as a sophomore and at 
inside linebacker as a junior. Also 
looking for playing time at linebacker 
are Marcus Williams (180, Jr.), Ce­
dric Carter (180, Sr.) and Marcus 
Phillips (225, So.).

“We’re not young, but we’re inex­
perienced,” said VHS linebackers 
and defensive ends coach Al Akins.

Vying for playing time at the de­
fensive end slots are Franklin Wise­
man (175, Jr.), the 1990 Region 1- 
AAAA 100-meter dash champion, 
Nick Reed (180, Sr.), Bobby Mangh- 
ram (185, Sr.), Art Rizer (185, Sr.), 
John AUbritton (185, Sr.), Aldrich 
Graham (150, Sr.), Jason Yearby (205, 
So.) and Carlos Hundley (185, So.).

On the Cats defensive front, the 
competition for playing time is as 
fierce as ever. Vying for the starting 
slots at defensive tackle are Tim Mc­
Clain (210, Sr.), John Gloster (200, 
Sr.), Kevin Major (220, Sr.), Brinson 
Barker (200, Jr.), James Robinson 
(210, Jr.), Steve Carson (205, Jr.), Le- 
valis Paul (210, Jr.), Donald Hitson 
(170, Jr.) and Clifton Crook (180, So.).

The battle for the starting 
See VHS DEFENSE, Page 11-E
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By MIKE GRUBB 
Football 1991 Writer
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Agile, mobile and hostile — that 
pretty much sums up Valdosta High 
Wildcats’ linebacker Dexter Daniels 
on-the-field performance. Off the 
field, Daniels exudes class both in 
school and off the campus. If ever 
there was an athlete with the perfect 
mix of talent on and off the field, 
Daniels is it.

“ Dexter is big, strong and aggres­
sive,” said VHS defensive coordina­
tor Charles Tarpley as the Cats 
prepare for the 1991 season opener 
Saturday at Cleveland Field against 
the McEachern High Indians. “ He is 
a quite leader. He’s a lot like Alton 
Hitson by the way that he lets his ac­
tions on the field do his talking. He’s 
not one of those guys that makes a 
good play and starts pointing fin­
gers.”

“ Dexter just does his job,” added 
Al Akins, the VHS linebackers and 
defensive ends coach. “He is the 
heart of the defense. Dexter prac­
tices the same during the week as he 
plays on Friday night — a great atti­
tude, aggressive and emotional. He 
never talks backs and it is always yes 
sir and no sir.

“ With all of the publicity that 
Dexter has received he has kept his 
head on straight. He listens to every­
thing, takes criticism and coaching 
well. Dexter just wants to get better 
and be the best that he can be both 
on the field and off.”

Daniels began his football career at 
about the age of 10. He began playing 
on the gridiron at the Valdosta Boys 
Club.

“I wasn’t too good back then,” said 
a modest Daniels druing a lunch 
break at VHS’ summer football camp. 
“ I continued to get a little better as 
it went on.”

Once at Valdosta Junior High, 
Daniels toiled on the seventh-grade 
football team as a fullback and tight 
end. Finally, he got a chance to play 
linebacker for VJHS’ eighth-grade 
squad. Upon entering Valdosta High, 
this soft-spoken headhunter started 
out on the defensive line for the 
Wildcat ninth-grade team until an in­
jury forced him to miss some time. 
Upon his return, Daniels was shifted 
to linebacker.

As his sophomore year ap­
proached, Daniels started out prac­
tice as a linebacker, but after a 
couple of injuries to Valdosta’s de­
fensive ends he unselfishly moved 
from his linebacking slot to one of 
the ends. It was a moved that paid 
immediate dividends for both Daniels 
and the Cats. He went on to start all 
15 games at end as a sophomore. 
The Cats also went on to post a 14-1 
mark, including winning the 1989 
Class AAAA state football 
championship (with a 33-13 win at 
Clarke Central).

“ We had some injuries and needed 
some help at defensive end,” stated 
Daniels. “ We had a lot of good line­
backers that year, so I made the 
switch to end. All I want to do is help 
the team any way that I can.”

Daniels made the switch back to 
linebacker for his junior season.

Once again, it was a move that paid 
off. The 225-pound defender helped 
the Cats post a 14-0-1 mark and their 
second consecutive Class AAAA state 
football title. In the process, Daniels 
earned all-region accolades.

“The goals that I’ve set for this 
season are simple one,” Daniels con­
tinued. “We want to win another 
state championship. As an individual, 
I just want to play as hard as I can 
and help the team the best way that 
I can.”

Not only is Daniels regarded as 
hard hitter, but is both strong and 
fast. He holds the Valdosta High 
power-clean record at 315 pounds. 
On the bench, this strongman can lift 
380 pounds. When it comes to run­
ning, Daniels has been clocked at 
4.55 in the 40-yard dash.

There is more to Daniels than just 
football. He is regarded as a good 
student. Daniels also competes on 
the Wildcat track team, throwing the 
shot put and discus. He was the Re­
gion 1-AAAA shot put runnerup.

“ When people think of Dexter 
Daniels, I hope they say I was a good 
student, good person and I tried to 
do what was right,” Daniels added.

“ Dexter is not only a great football 
player, but he is the kind of young 
man that you would like to have as a 
son,” stated Akins.
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Valdosta High leftfielder Cindy Rumph dives to catch VHS. Rumph caught the ball, but a Colquitt runner 
a Colquitt County fly ball during Thursday’s game at scored on the play — Times Photo by Paul Leavy

Lady Cats’ Hitting Falls Short
If you fail to hit, you can’t score. If you 

cah’t score, you lose. Such was the case 
Thursday afternoon at the Lady Cats’ 
softball field as Linda Blackwell’s 1-2 Val­
dosta High Lady Wildcats managed just 
seven hits in a 7-4 Region 1-AAAA softball 
loss to the 1-2 Colquitt County Lady Pack­
ers.

“ We didn’t the ball today, period,” stated 
Blackwell, whose Lady Cats travel to Bain­
bridge High for a 4:30 p.m. doubleheader 
Tuesday. “You are not going to win many 
games getting just seven hits. We had a 
chance to win today and let it slip away.”
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After falling behind 1-0 after just a half-in­
ning of play, the Lady Cats struck for two 
runs in the home half of the first to grab a 
2-1 advantage. Yasmine Bivins and DeDe 
Dennis opened the inning with back-to-back 
singles. This twosome eventually came 
scampering home on sacrifice flies off the 
bats of Cindy Rumph and LaShon Hargett.

The Lady Packers struck for two runs on 
three hits in the top of the third to take a 
slim 3-2 cushion. However, the scrappy 
Lady Cats answered right back with two 
runs of their own in the bottom of the third 
to recapture the lead at 4-3. Dennis, who 
reach via a fielder’s choice came around to 
score on a Lady Packer error for one of 
VHS’ runs. Rumph, who singled, trotted

home on with the Lady Cats final run on 
Hargett’s second sacrifice fly of the game.

Unfortunately, it was not to be for the 
Lady Cats. Colquitt County erupted for two 
runs in the fifth and two more in the sev­
enth to escape with a hard fought 7-4 win.

Meanwhile, the Valdosta bats went silent 
over the last four innings as the Lady Cats 
could only manage a seventh inning infield 
single off the bat of Robin Walker.

Walker and Bivins led the Valdosta offen­
sive charge with two hits each. Dennis, 
Rumph and Lisa Vincent collected one hit 
each for the Valdosta ladies. Kendra Elliott, 
1-2, was charged with the loss on the 
mound for VHS.
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Valdosta High defender John Copeland (27) Marcus Williams (44) closes in — Tunes Photo 
drags down Camden’s Karis Sullivan (13) as by Jeff Allen

Cats Run Past Camden
feT. Serf."), 177/
By MIKE GRUBB ' M VALDOSTA, 27-7
Tinies Assistant Sports Editor CAMDEN COUNTY 0007—7
--------------------------------------------------------------------- VALDOSTA 0 6 21 0 - 27

Nick Hyder’s top-ranked Valdosta 
High Wildcats converted two third- 
quarter Camden County High Wild­
cat turnovers into 14 points to break 
open a tight 6-0 contest en route to a 
convincing 27-7 victory at Cleveland 
Field Friday night in prep football ac­
tion.

The only scoring the Cats could 
manage in the opening two quarters 
were two Dow Drury field goals. The 
senior sidewinder booted a 25-yarder 
with 3:57 left in the second quarter to 
break a scoreless tie. Drury’s kick 
capped a seven-play, 53-yard drive.

Drury capped off a 10-play, 55-yard 
scoring march as time ran out in the 
opening half with a 23-yard field goal 
to stake the Cats to slim 6-0 halftime 
lead.

With quarterback Steve Everson 
directing the Valdosta offense, the 
Cats took possession of the pigkin 
with just 1:25 showing on the clock. 
Everson, who hit on nine of 16 pass­
ing for 105 yards on the night, com­
pleted four of seven passes on the 
drive for 34 yards to receivers Brice 
Hunter, Shadrick Green and Alfred 
Barnes to set up the field goal.

“I thought our passing game was 
sharp tonight (Friday),” stated 
Hyder, who moved into seventh place 
on the all-time victory list for Georgia 
prep head football coaches passing 
Jim Cavan, father of Valdosta State 
College head football coach Mike

V—Dow Drury 25 FG
V- Drury 23 FG
V—Sam Thomas 1 run (Drury kick)
V—Albert Edmonds 9 run (Drury kick)
V—Brice Hunter 25 pass from Steve Everson 

(Alan Sanderson kick)

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

C—Jimmy 
kick)_______

Hutchinson 1 run (Bucky Buchanan

CAMDEN CO._________________ VALDOSTA
8 First downs 21
35-120 Rushes-yards 42-196
8 Passing yards 105
1-9-1 Passes 9-17-0
128 Total yards 301
2-1 Fumbles lost 2-0
6-70 Penalties-yards 6-60
5-35.2 Punts-average 4-29.5

RUSHING—Camden County, Hutchinson 12-9, Sul­
livan 12-61, Nightingale 4-45, Stevens 7-5. Valdosta, S. 
Thomas 5-43, Bell 5-30, B. Wiseman 3-30, Everson 8­
28, D. Williams 4-20. Edmonds 7-19, Bames 4-18, Mc­
Mullen 3-6, Randolph 1-3, B. Thomas 2-(minus 1).

PASSING—Camden County, Sullivan 1-8-1-8, Cobb 
0-1-0-0. Valdosta, Everson 9-16-0-105, Bell 0-1-0-0.

RECEIVING-Camden County, P. Walker 1-8. Val­
dosta, B. Hunter 4-64, S. Green 3-32, Barnes 1-7, 
Rockey 1-2.__________ ______________ '___________

Cavan. Hyder’s record stands at 249­
39-5, while Cavan amassed an im­
pressive 248-120-23 mark

“ Our line blocked well and our re­
ceivers caught the football well. It 
was a great team effort,” Hyder said.

In the third quarter, the Cats took 
advantage of two Camden County 
turnovers to put 14 quick points on 
the board and take control of the 
contest After Camden County forced 
a Valdosta punt on the first posses­
sion of the second half, Kyle Stevens 
couldn’t handle Wayne DeVane’s 42- 
yard punt. The Cats’ Nick Reed 
pounced on the loose pigskin to set 
up the Valdosta offense with first­
and-goal at the Camden County 1-

yard line with 8:49 left in the third 
quarter.

Sophomore running back Sam 
Thomas, who rushed for 43 yards on 
five carries, bulled his way into end 
zone to give the Cats a 12-0 bulge. 
Drury tacked on the extra point and 
Valdosta was up 13-0.

“The muffed punt was definitely 
the turning point in the game,” said 
Hyder, whose Cats put their 2-0 mark 
on the line at Cleveland Field against 
the Class AAA Wayne County High 
Yellow Jackets Friday night at 8. 
Camden County slipped to 1-1 with 
the loss.

The swarming black and gold Cats 
defense set the offense up with excel­
lent field position at the Camden 
County 34-yard line on the next pos­
session. Defensive back Jason Jelks 
made a diving interception of a Karis 
Sullivan pass with 6:34 left in the 
third quarter to put the Cats in busi­
ness.

Running back Brian Wiseman 
ripped off runs of 14 and 11 yards to 
give the Cats first-and-goal at the 
Camden 9-yard line. Senior Albert 
Edmonds finished off the scoring 
drive with a 9-yard burst through the 
left side of the line with 5:47 left in 
the third stanza. Valdosta had an in­
surmountable 20-0 lead after Drury 
added the extra point.

Valdosta rounded out its scoring 
with an eight-play, 72-yard drive. Ev­
erson threw a 25-yard scoring strike 
to split end Brice Hunter to cap off 
the scoring drive with 19 seconds re­
maining in the third quarter. Alan 
Sanderson added the extra point and

See WILDCATS, Page 3-B
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Debate team members David Matthews, Lee Scott, Bill Rob­
erts, and Stephanie Everett, from left, prepare for a debate 
Thursday afternoon — Times Photo by Paul Leavy. •

VHS Debate Team
Enjoys Arguing
By KELLI BOWMAN
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta teen Stephanie Everett 
has to work to support her habit.

After her first debate meet, the 
16-year-old Valdosta High School 
junior became so addicted to argu­
ment that she works part-time all 
year to pay for summer trips to 
debate camp, where she takes on 
fellow debaters from around the 
country.

Recently returned from the 
National Forensic Institute in Wash­
ington D.C., Stephanie is gearing up 
for a great year as president of the 
VHS Debate Club. She’s among a 
handful of students returning to the 
team this year.

They’re back because they fell in 
love with debate, public argument 
about current events, and the men­
tal exhilaration it brings, although 
each has his own reason for enjoy­
ing debate.

“I’m a fairly outspoken person 
and it doesn’t always work to my 
advantage,” said 15-year-old Bill

Roberts, who attended the Univer­
sity of Kentucky Debate Institute in 
Lexington this summer.

Bill said he joined the argumenta­
tive group because those close to 
him kept suggesting he find a more 
structured outlet for his public opin­
ing. “I was sort of frustrating my
parents.” |

Fifteen-year old sophomore David 
Matthews hoped debate would j 
enhance his speaking skills. Now •< 
speaking in class and at the podium । 
is a much more confident experi- 1 
ence, he said.

Veteran debater Lee Scott, a 16- 
year-old junior, said he enjoys the , 
travel associated with the club and I 
the numerous friends he’s made all 
over the state at various competi­
tions.

An obsession with arguing isn’t 
the only requirement for being a 
good debate partner, however. The 
serious have to be voracious readers 
of research material as well as cur­
rent newspapers and magazines.

Debate conditioning involves
See CHARACTER, Page 2-A

Character
From Page 1-A 

building up the gray matter, which 
« x?1 hurt when you’re a student

No one can know the library bet- 
~L^^debate dub’” Stephanie 
said. I live in the library.” 
xr ^'S year>s topic, chosen by the 
National Forensic League, is the 
nomeless and whether the govern­
ment should support social pro­
grams for them. Last year’s 
concerned the value of space explo­
ration. r

Although they debate the same 
3UkS I0n, a11 year lon& a good 
debater knows how to relate other 
issues to the topic as evidence, the 
group said; so it’s not hard to cus­
tomize an argument to include 
causes, topics and ideas the student 
enjoys discussing, such as politics 
economics, abortion, welfare, etc ’ 

The VHS debate team will com­
R. V1^ schools throughout the 
state this year and with schools in

Georgia and Alabama, at 
the Tallahassee Warm-up competi­
tion at Florida State University this 
month.

Club sponsors are social studies 
teachers Renee Busby and Michael 
Herrin.
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named the Cats starting quarterback for Satur- chern Indians — Times Photo by Jeff Allen.

■MCEACHERN HIGH 
INDIANS AT NO. 1 VALDOSTA 
HIGH WILDCATS: It is going to 
be a special Saturday night at 
Cleveland Field for two reasons: 1. 
It’s the 1991 season opener. 2 <.
There will be a‘Salute to Moody t J 
AFB’beginning at 7:30.

The Indians came into Death 
Valley a season ago with a 40- '
game regular season winning 
streak. When the final horn 
sounded, the Tribe left with a 28-6 
loss and a feeling that bi 1991 they 
could and would knock off the top­
rated Cats. . ,

McEachern comes in with ^
nothing to lose and everything to o 
gain. The Indians offense consists ' 
of 10 seniors and one junior _ 
Leading the way is quarterback 
Marcus Hinton and all-world tight 
end Adam Meadows. .

Meanwhile, Valdosta High is 
Valdosta High. The Cats come 
into this fray atop the Class AAAA 
polls having won back-to-back 
state titles. VHS has assembled its 
biggest offensive line (Brad Grant, 
Andy Sheffield, Tim O’Brien Jay 
Bowling, Sean Van Ausdall, Eddie 
Wooten, Andy Harrison, Jesse 
Hunter, Alan Holt and Greg 
Porter) since 1986 averaging 246 
pounds across the front. Across 
from this huge line is a 
McEachern defensive front that 
averages 219 pounds from end-to- 
^Depth should play a big part in 
deciding the outcome of this 
classic confrontation. With that in 
mind, I can’t think of team that 
has the depth of Valdosta. In a 
barnburner: Mr. Vegas picks 
Valdosta, 24-7.

Everson To Direct Cats Offensive
YUI
By MIKE GRUBB $
Times Assistant Sports Editor

Dale Williams, Bruce Bennett, Don 
Golden, Bruce Hilton, Stan Bounds, 
Buck Belue, John Lastinger, John 
Bond, David Parker, Ted West, Greg 
Talley, Berke Holtzclaw, B.J. Mason, 
Ben Hogan and Alton Hitson are just 
a few in the long and illustrious line 
of starting quarterbacks at Valdosta
High. On Saturday night, ii
Everson will join this 1(

junior Steve 
long list of

fabled starting quarterbacks at VHS 
as the Wildcats open up the 1991 
Georgia High School Association 
prep football season against the 
McEachern High Indians at 8 in 
Cleveland Field.

Everson served as backup last sea­
son to Alton Hitson, who led the Cats 
to back-to-back Class AAAA state 
football championships. Locked in a 
three-way battle with junior John 
Bell and senior Jamey Waters for the 
right to direct the Valdosta offense 
this summer, Everson emerged from 
this highly competitive battle with 
the No. 1 slot.

“ Steve won the battle,” stated 
VHS head football coach Nick Hyder 
before practice Thursday afternoon. 
“The fact of being Alton’s (Hitson) 
backup last season and the experi­
enced that he gained helped him. 
The competition was like a 100-yard 
dash where a nose can make a differ­
ence — a photo finish.

“John Bell is very talented ar 
will see action at quarterback and 
wide receiver. He has a great atti­
tude and will help us at wide re­
ceiver. He gives us a dimension 
similiar to Brice Hunter — a great 
athlete, 6-2, long arms and great 
hands.”

Everson gives the Cats offensive 
attack a double threat. He is equally 
adept at both running and passing 
the football. As far as speed goes, 
this elusive field general has been 
timed in the 40-yard dash at 4.5.

“Steve is in the mold of most of 
the quarterbacks at Valdosta,” Hyder 
added. “ He has a little more speed 
than Alton and reminds me of Berke 
Holtzclaw with his quick feet and

toughness. He is very competitive 
and a very good athlete. In fact, 
Steve is one of the most versatile 
athletes that we have had here in 
years.

“He plays basketball, baseball and 
is a very good student. Steve comes 
from a very strong academic family 
and he receives that kind of encour­
agement from his parents.”

“I’m a student first and then ev- 
eryting else comes after that,” stated 
Everson, who plays point guard on 
the VHS basketball team and third 
base, pitcher and outfield on the Cats 
baseball squad.

Don’t think for one minute that Ev­
erson isn’t excited and aware of the 
job at hand.

Attack
“This is great,” said Everson on 

being named starting quarterback. 
“ I’ve been waiting so long and it has 
finally happened. I just have to take 
advantage of this opportunity. I know 
that I have some big shoes to fill af­
ter Alton led us to back-to-back state 
championships. I can only be myself 
and do whatever I can to help our 
team win. I want to be a leader and 
set the example on the field.”

“We have a lot of confidence in 
Steve,” stated Hyder. “He has 
earned what he has gotten. We’re not 
going to put him on the shelf if the 
breaks go the wrong way. Steve has 
the ability to both run and throw the 
football.”



By MIKE GRUBB
Times Assistant Sports Editor

Wayne County Also

By MIKE GRUBB
Times Assistant Sports Editor

Valdosta,
vbl Tri., Seft.Htfq/ '

Has Unbeaten Mark

Something has got to give tonight at 8 in 
Cleveland Field as the 2-0 Wayne County High 
Yellow Jackets swarm into the Azalea City to 
battle the 2-0 Valdosta High Wildcats.

The Cats travelled to Jesup last season and 
came back with a 38-6 prep football victory. 
However, the Jackets are much improved this 
season under new head football coach Paul 
Conner, who led the program from 1985-87.

The Jackets (4-6 in 1990) opened the 1991 
season with a shocking 37-13 rout of normally 
tough Waycross. Last week, Wayne County 
clipped Glascock County, 40-13.

Meanwhile, the Nick Hyder-coached Cats 
have opened just as impressively. The Cats, 
who are the defending two-time Class AAAA 
state football champions, are currently ranked 
No. 1 Georgia AP board of sports writers Class 
AAAA football poll. Valdosta is also ranked No. 
7 in the latest USA Today's national Top 25 
prep football poll.

In the process, the Valdosta offense has been 
chewing up yArdage — 434 yards in two games. 
The line has given quarterbacks Steve Everson 
and John Bell enough time to throw for 195 
yards and two touchdowns.
. The Cats are currently No. 1 in Region 1- 
AAAA in scoring offense with 51 points. Ever­
son has accounted for 291 yards in total offense 
— 116 yards rushing and 175 yards passing.

Leading the Cats receiving corps is senior 
Brice Hunter, who ranks No. 2 in receiving in 
1-AAAA. He has hauled in eight passes for 123 
yards and two touchdowns.

TONIGHT
WHO: Valdosta High Wildcats (2-0) 
vs. Wayne County High Yellow 
Jackets (2-0).
WHEN: 8 p m.
WHERE: Cleveland Field, Valdosta. 
Tickets: $5 at gate.
IF NOT THERE, WHERE: Radio: 
WAAC-FM (92.9) in Valdosta area. 
Television: Wildcat Tradition will 
present game highlights Thursday 
night on TCI Cablevision (channel 12, 
8 p.m.) and Falcon Cable (The 
Welcome Channel, 10 p.m.) 
WEATHER: Fair, low in the lower 
70s.
LAST WEEK: Valdosta defeated 
Camden County, 27-7; Wayne County 
defeated Glascock County, 40-13. 
LAST SEASON: Valdosta won, 38-6, 
in Jesup.
THE SERIES: Valdosta leads, 19-6-2. 
RANKINGS: In Georgia AP, Valdosta 
is ranked No. 1 in Class AAAA. The . 
Wildcats are also No. 7 in USA 
Today's national poll.

win against Waycross, Mitchell recorded three 
quarterback sacks, caused a fumble and 
blocked a punt.

The VHS defense, which is No. 1 in 1-AAAA 
in scoring defense (7 points), will have the task 
of stopping Wayne’s veer attack

Hoping to stall the VHS offense will be a Spearheading the Wayne County veer attack 
Wayne County defense led by middle line- will be sophomore quarterback Steve Madray, 
backer Sean Mitchell (265, So.). In the Jackets who started three games last season.

Here is the latest poll of The Associated Press board of sports writers 
and a broadcaster ranking Georgia’s high school football teams. Team 
names are followed by won-lost record, number of first-place votes and
total points.

CLASS AAAA
1. Valdosta (1-0) (16)
2. Southwest DeKalb (1-0)
3. LaGrange (1-0)
4. Statesboro (1-0)
5 Cedar Shoals (1-0)
6. Bainbridge (1-0)
7. Griffin (1-0)
8. Clarke Central (0-1)
9. Wheeler (0-0)
10. Marietta (1-0)
(tie) Effingham County (1-0)

160
130
118
105
97
70
64
40
34
10
10

CLASS AA
1. Pepperell (0-0) (15)
2. Greene-Taliaferro (1-0) (1)
3. Jeff Davis (1-0)
4. Cedar Grove (1-0)
5. West Laurens (0-1)
6. Early County (1-0)
7. East Coweta (1-0)
8. West Rome (0-1)
9. Washington-Wilkes (1-0)
10. Waycross (0-1)

159
125
101
96
55
51
43
37
36
34

Ateo receiving votes (in alpha­
betical order): Colquitt County,
Evans, Forest Park, Lowndes, 
Mays, McEachern, Norcross, Riv­
erdale, Shiloh, Stone Mountain

Also receiving votes: Brooks 
County, Brown, Cartersville, 
Cook, East Hall, East Laurens, 
Gainesville, George, Lovett, Man­
chester, Mitchell-Baker, Morgan

and Warner Robins
CLASS AAA

1. Worth County (1-0) (13)
2. Carrollton (1-0) (3)
3. Cairo (1-0)
4. Lakeside, DeKalb (1-0)
5. Burke County (1-0)
6. Marist (1-0)
7. Carver, Columbus (1-0)
8. Kendrick (1-0)
9. Thomson (0-1)

152 
144
109
99 
89
74
64 
41
24
1810. Dalton (1-0)

Also receiving votes: Appling 
•County, Camden County, Crisp 
County, Dougherty, Elbert 
County, Fitzgerald, Habersham 
Central, Laney, Stephens County,
Villa Rica, Ware County, Winder­
Barrow and Woodward Academy

County, Screven County 
White County

CLASS A
1. Lincoln County (1-0) (10)
2. Clinch County (1-0) (6)
3. Macon County (1-0)
4. R.E. Lee (1-0)
5. Miller County (1-0)
6. Commerce (0-0)
7. Heard County (0-1)
8. Dacula (0-0)
9. Bowdon (1-0)
10. Charlton County (0-1)

and

149
137
128
94
81
64
41
35
30
21

Also receiving votes: Calhoun 
County, Central-Talbotton, East 
Rome, Emanuel County Institute, 
Glennville, Hawkinsville, Irwin 
County, Louisville, Metter, Monti­
cello, Oglethorpe, Pelham, Savan­
nah Country Day, Southeast 
Bulloch, Treutlen and Warren 
Counjy^

Wildcat Tradition^ Begins Another Season
Tradition is a word that is synony­

mous with the Valdosta High Wild­
cats. So, it’s only natural that the 
weekly television show that covers 
Valdosta High during the football 
season should be know simply as 
“ Wildcat Tradition”.

Beginning tonight, this hour-long 
show is broadcast every Thursday 
night during the season beginning at 
8 p.m. on TCI’s channel 12. Wildcat 
Tradition can also been seen later 
that night at 10 p.m. on Falcon Ca­
ble’s channel 26.

This highly-informative show was 
the brainchild of Calvin McGuyrt and 
begins its eighth season on the air.

“ The idea for the show was mine,” 
stated McGuyrt. “ I got together with 
Coach Hyder and thought about

naming it ‘The 
Coach Nick 
Hyder Show’, but 
he is such a 
team-oriented 
man he wanted 
the name to em­
phasize the Wild­
cats, not him. So, 
I came up with 
the name ‘Wild­
cat Tradition’.
“Dr. Renn 

Christian, a avid 
Wildcat sup­
porter, was the 
head of the de­

ON TELEVISION
A look at local football on cable television:
VALDOSTA HIGH: Wildcat Tradition is broadcast on TCI Channel 

12 at 8 p.m. Thursday nights. The show is also seen Thursday and 
Tuesday nights at 10 p.m. on Falcon Cable’s Channel 26.

LOWNDES HIGH: The Viking Fever Show is broadcast on Falcon 
Cable Channel 26 at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and Tuesday nights. A replay 
of the previous week's game is shown on Tuesday and Thursday nights 
at 8 p.m. on the same channel.

VALDOSTA STATE: A replay of the previous week’s game is shown 
on Monday and Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. on Falcon Cable Channel 
26.

iiiittii

previous game.
“Rather than 

just showing the 
scoring plays, we 
might show the 
whole drive,” 
stated McGuyrt. 
“We will also be 
able to show 
some great de­
fensive plays as 
well. There is a 
lot you can show 
in 10 minutes.”

‘Wildcat Tradi­
tion’ will also fea-

partment at Valdosta State College 
which runs the television studio and 
he helped us kick off the show eight 
years ago. He is also on the board of 
directors of the Valdosta Touchdown

Each week, McGuyrt and Hyder 
will preside over this show which will 
feature an expanded highlights ver­
sion of the previous week’s games. 
This segment of the program will 
have 10 minutes of action from the

tore a segment 
known as ‘VHS Reports’. It will high­
light anything from Teacher of the 
Year to cheerleader captains. Serving 
as hostess for this portion of the pro­
gram will be VHS senior Ann McCra­
nie. The hostess is selected each

year by Valdosta High principal Bill 
Aldrich.

There will also be ‘TD Comer’ 
each week. This will feature a VHS 
Touchdown Club board of director 
member explaining the different 
phases of what the VHS Touchdown 
Club does.

McGuyrt and Hyder will also han­
dle the ‘Yesteryear Wildcat’ segment. 
This portion of the program will in­
terview and highlight an old VHS 
player from the past.

Former Cat player Todd Edwards 
will handle the ‘Wildcat Trivia’ seg­
ment each week.

A new feature will be added to the 
program this year known simply as 
‘High Notes From The Marching 
Cats’. This will air every other week 
and will feature Marching Cats band 
director Steve Hankla.

See TRADITION, Page 4-B



Games Fill Valdosta Stadium
Welsh Comes Back
To Cleveland Field
By MIKE GRUBB
Times Assistant Sports Editor

Almost one year ago tonight, the surprising 
Camden County High Wildcats came into 
Cleveland Field and battled the eventual Class 
AAAA state football champion Valdosta High 
Wildcats to a 14-14 stalemate. That one tie 
stood as the only blemish on the ’Cats 1990 
mark (13-0-1).

Camden County, who plays in Region 2-AAA, 
trek back to storied Cleveland Field tonight at 
8 to try and upset Class AAAA’s top-ranked 
Wildcats.

The Wildcats from St. Mary’s will come into 
tonight’s battle with a new head football in Lu­
ther Welsh. While he may be new at Camden 
County, Welsh is certainly no stranger to the 
Valdosta High Wildcats. For 15 years, he 
served as head football coach for the Doug­
herty High Trojans in Albany.

Welsh spent the last seven season as head 
coach of the Class AAA Thomson High Bull­
dogs, near Augusta. During his tenure at 
Thomson, the Bulldogs capture the Class AAA 
state football championship in 1984 and 1985. In 
27 years as a head football coach, Welsh has 
amassed a 184-113-3 mark.

Camden County comes into tonight’s clash 
with a 1-0 mark, a 31-10 win against the Class 
A Charlton County High Indians. Last year, 
Charlton County lost in the Class A state 
championship game, 6-0, against the Lincoln 
County High Red Devils.

Welsh’s Wildcats will unleash an explosive 
Wing-T attack on offense. Igniting Camden 
County’s high-octane offense will be All-State 
fullback Jimmy Hutchinson (175, Sr.). As a ju­
nior in 1990, Hutchinson bulled his way for 
1,150 yards on 153 attempts and scored 14 
touchdowns.

He seems to have picked up right where he 
left off. Against Charlton County, Hutchinson 
ran for 207 of Camden County’s 374 yards rush­
ing. He also scored four touchdowns.

Valdosta will counter with a swarming de­
fense that recorded a shutout in its opening 
contest — 24-0 against McEachern. The Cats 
limited McEachern’s Wing-T offense to just 164 
yards in total offense.

Spearheading the aggressive, attacking Val­
dosta defense will be Peter Failor, Brinson
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WHO: Valdosta High Wildcats 
(1-0) vs. Camden County High 
Wildcats (1-0).
WHEN: 8 p.m.
WHERE: Cleveland Field, 
Valdosta.
IF NOT THERE, WHERE: 
Radio: WAAC-FM (92.9) in 
Valdosta area. Television: Wildcat 
Tradition will present game 
highlights Thursday night on TCI 
Cablevision (channel 12, 8 p.m.) 
and Falcon Cable (The Welcome 
Channel, 10 p.m.)
WEATHER: A 20 percent 
chance of an evening 
thundershower, then fair. Low in 
the lower 70s.
LAST WEEK: Valdosta 
defeated McEachern, 24-0; 
Camden County defeated 
Charlton County, 31-10.
LAST SEASON; The two teams 
tied, 14-14, at Cleveland Field. 
THE SERIES: Valdosta leads,
2-0-1.
RANKINGS: In Georgia AP, 
Valdosta is ranked No. 1 in Class 
AAAA. Camden received votes, 
but not enough to make the Class 
AAA Top 10.

Barker, Tim McClain, Franklin Wiseman, Nick 
Reed, Dexter Daniels, Marcus Williams, Tram- 
pis Wrice, John Copeland, Brock Sanford, Troy 
Brown and John Walker.

On the offensive side of the things, Valdosta 
under the direction of junior quarterback Steve 
Everson racked up 328 yards in total offense 
against the McEachern Indians.

^ ^^ftefiSchool Wait
Angela Dunsford, a ninth grader at Valdosta High School, 

waits for her grandmother to pick her up after school Thurs­
day. Dunsford said that Thursday was her first day of school at 
VHS after moving from Chattahoochee, Fla. — Times Photo
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ats Still Hunger

Valdosta
Clinch
On Top

Also receiving votes (in alphabeti­
cal order): Brookwood, Colquitt 
to., Forest Park, Griffin, Marietta

141
141
123
109
96
73
35
30
28
22

147
136
100
100
96
61
45
39
31
16

148
132
109
103
75
52
46
43
22
18

146 
131 
115
110
75
46
37
36
29
25
25 Also receiving votes: Adairsville, 

Brooks Co., Early Co., East Hall, 
East Laurens, Gainesville, Lovett, 
Mary Persons, Putnam Co., Way-

Also receiving votes: Appling Co., 
Camden Co., Crisp Co., Doug­
herty, Elbert Co., Glenn Hills, Ste­
phens Co., Thomasville, Villa Rica 
and Ware Co

Also receiving votes: Athens Aca­
demy, Charlton Co., Dacula, 
Duluth, Emanuel County Institute, 
Glennville, Oglethorpe, Portal, 
Stewart-Quitman and Treutlen

CLASS AAAA
1. Valdosta (2-0) (12)
2. LaGrange (2-0) (3)
3. Southwest DeKalb (2-0)
4. Statesboro (2-0)
5. Bainbridge (1-0)
6. Clarke Central (1-1)
7. Wheeler (1-0)
8. Effingham Co. (2-0)
9. Newnan (2-0)
10. Cedar Shoals (1-1) 
(tie) Lowndes (2-0)

By MIKE GRUBB
Times Assistant Sports Editor

CLASS AA
1. Pepperell (1-0) (13)
2. Greene-Taliaferro (1-0) (2)
3. Jeff Davis (2-0)
4. Cedar Grove (2-0)
5. East Coweta (1-0)
6. West Laurens (1-1)
7. Mitchell-Baker (2-0)
8. Cartersville (2-0)
9. Manchester (1-0)
10. Washington-Wilkes (1-1)

cross and West Rome 
CLASS A

1. Lincoln Co. (2-0) (8) 
(tie) Clinch Co. (1-0) (7) 
3. Macon Co. (2-0)
4. Bowdon (1-0)
5. Miller Co. (1-0)
6. Commerce (1-0)
7. Heard Co. (0-1)
6. R.E.’ Lee (1-1)
9. Central-Talbotton (1-0)
10. Irwin County (2-0)

and Shiloh
CLASS AAA

1. Worth Co. (2-0) (13)
2. Carrollton (2-0) (2)
3. Burke Co. (2-0)
(tie) Lakeside-DeKalb (2-0)
5. Cairo (1-0)
6. Carver-Columbus (1-0)
7. Marist (2-0)
8. Dalton (1-0)
9. Kendrick (2-0)
10. Thomson (1-1)
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By CHRIS JOHNSON 
Times Sports Writer

You would think that the Valdosta 
High Wildcats would be satisfied. 
They are the two-time defending 
state champions and the winningest 
high school football team in the na­
tion. And the 1991 Cats seem to be 
coming together perfectly.

They are 4-0 and fresh off a 35-0 
thrashing of the Alabama 6-A state 
champion. They lead Region 1-AAAA 
in offense and defense. But coach 
Nick Hyder and the Cats will be sat­
isfied only when they are the three­
time defending state champions.

Hyder repeats this year’s theme — 
“ Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness (Matthew 
5:6). If you continue to hunger and 
thirst and do what’s right, you’re 
going to continue to climb and to im­
prove.”

In four games this season, the 
team has shown its balance and 
depth. The offense, defense, and spe­
cial teams have had equal parts to 
play in the success of the Wildcats so 
far.

Valdosta’s rushing attack is the 
reason Valdosta leads the region in 
offense. The Cats have averaged 255 
yards rushing per game. The backs’ 
average of 5.34 yards per rush is sec­
ond only to Lowndes High.

“ We feel good about the depth that 
we have,” Hyder said of his backfield 
Wednesday afternoon. “We have ap­
proximately six, seven, or eight 
young men who make up the two 
running back positions. So we feel 
like depth has been a good dimen­
sion for us to this point.”

/ ^ne have flagrant statistics. Al­

bert Edmonds leads the Cats with an 
average of 48 yards per game. Other 
top rushers are Brian Wiseman with 
47.7 yards per game, Steve Everson 
with 41.2, David Wiliiams with 32.2, 
Sam Thomas with 28, and Alfred Bar­
nes with 27.7 per game.

The Wildcats have not been forced 
to rely on their passing attack be­
cause of their success on the ground. 
Thus the excuse for their ranking of 
fifth in Region 1-AAAA passing yard­
age.

But when they do pass the ball, 
they complete it. Valdosta’s comple­
tion percentage of 56.8 percent is 
best in the region.

“ The main elements of the passing 
game are the passer, the protection, 
the receivers, and you have to have a 
scheme to develop that,” he said. 
“We work extremely hard on that, 
and there’s been some indication 
that the hard work has paid off.”

Valdosta ranking of number one in 
overall defense in Region 1-AAAA is 
a result of balance as well. Valdosta 
is second against the run and first 
against the pass.

They have allowed an average of 
only 99 yards per game, second only 
to Colquitt’s average of 73.7 per 
game. Opponents are averaging 3.09 
yards per carry, also second to Colq­
uitt’s 2.9 per carry.

“ We feel like our coaches (Charles 
Tarpley, Al Akins, Larry Jester, and 
Keith Middleton) have worked well 
together to solve any problems,” said 
Hyder. “But the problems get 
tougher as the season progresses.”

Valdosta has only given up 27.2 
yards per game of passing yards. The 
pass defense has allowed a comple­
tion percentage of 33 percent.
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For the third straight week, Nick 
Hyder’s Valdosta High Wildcats have 
secured the top spot in the Georgia 
AP board of sports writers Class 
AAAA prep football poll. Unlike last 
week, the Cats were not a unanimous 
choice for the No. 1 spot receiving 12 
of 15 first place votes and 146 points.

Donald Tison’s Clinch County High 
Panthers have moved into a first 
place tie with the defending Class A 
state football champion Lincoln 
County High Red Devils atop the 
Class A poll. Clinch County received 
seven of 15 first place votes and 141 
points, while Lincoln County landed 
eight first place ballots and 141 
points.

In addition to Valdosta, Rick Tom- 
berlin’s Lowndes High Vikings 
cracked the Top 10 this week at No. 
10.
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Defenses Leading
VHS, LHS Charges
By GREG McftVAI  ̂ „. ,.By GREG Mell
Times Sports Editor
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D-E-F-E-N-S-E.
That’s a good way to spell the suc­

cesses of the Valdosta High School 
and Lowndes High School football 
teams so far.

And the Wildcats and the Vikings 
will put their defensive records on 
the line this week as they and other 
area high school teams enter the 
third week of action.

The September Homestand contin­
ues Friday night, with top-ranked 
Valdosta (2-0) hosting Wayne County 
(2-0) at Cleveland Field and Lowndes 
hosting Dodge County (1-1) at Martin 
Stadium.

Both games kick off at 8 p.m.
Valwood (0-1) joins the September 

Homestand Friday night as well, 
hosting Deerfied-Windsor (1-1) at 
Goddard Field in its home opener.

In area games Friday night, Ber­
rien (1-1) goes to Brooks County (1­
1), Pelham (1-1) at Clinch County (2­
0), Fitzgerald (0-1) at Cook (1-1) and 
Brookwood (1-0) at Westbrook (2-0).

And the area’s Florida teams kick 
off the 1991 season Friday night, with 
Madison County hosting Tallahas­
see’s Godby and Hamilton County 
going to Mt. Dora.

Valdosta High gave up its first 
touchdown of the season late in Fri­
day’s 27-7 win over Camden County.

It ended a streak of 17 quarters in 
which the Wildcats had not allowed a 
touchdown, reaching back to the 
quarterfinal playoff game against 
Statesboro last season.

A Wildcat streak which is still alive 
is their 24-game stretch without a 
loss.

VHS has also won 14 straight since 
tying Camden County last season.

Wayne County has been used to 
posting points on the scoreboard this 
season, scoring 77 points in wins 
over Waycross and Glascock County.

Lowndes High’s defense has gone 
a step farther than Valdosta’s. It 
hasn’t allowed a touchdown in two 
games, giving up only two field goals 
in the win at Warner Robins to open

2^6
0.45 ■ -

the season.
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Area Standings
REGION 1-AAAA Region All
Coffee 0-0 2-0
Colquitt County 0-0 2-0
Lowndes 0-0 2-0
Valdosta 0-0 2-0
Bainbridge 0-0 1-0
Tift County 0-0 0-2
REGION 1-AA Region All
Mitchell-Baker 0-0 2-0
Brooks County 0-0 1-1
Early County 0-0 1-1
Seminole County 0-0 1-1
Turner County 0-0 1-1
Randolph-Clay 0-0 0-2
REGION 2-AA Region All
Berrien 0-0 1-1
Brantley County 0-0 1-1
Cook 0-0 1-1
Bacon County 0-0 0-2
Pierce County 0-0 0-2
Waycross 0-0 0-2
REGION 2-AA Region All
Clinch County 0-0 2-0
Irwin County 0-0 2-0
Charlton County 0-0 1-1
Atkinson County 0-0 0-2
GISA 3-AA Region All
Tiftarea 0-0 2-0
Westbrook 0-0 2-0
Valwood 0-0 0-1

The touchdown Groves scored last 
week was off an interception return.

Dodge got into the win column last 
week with a 28-6 victory over Ameri-
cus, after losing 9-7 to Bleckley- 
County.

In the clash of area schools, it 
could be a matchup of Brooks’ of­
fense against Berrien’s defense.

Brooks won its first game last 
week over Cook. Jeff Caldwell’s Tro­
jans used the running of Chris Cole 
and the overall play of quarterback 
Terry Stewart to get the victory.

Berrien kept Atkinson County in 
negative yardage in its victory Friday 
night, the first for new coach Brent 
Miller.

And you need to add Clinch 
County, Class A’s No. 2 team, to the 
defensive list. It hasn’t allowed a . 
point in two games.

Pelham is coming off a 34-13 loss 
to Seminole County, after winning 13-
0 in its opener over Atkinson County.
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Staff Reports

By CHRIS JOHNSON7
Times Sports Writer

Return
Cats-Generals

BESSEMER, Ala. — Last year the 
Jess Lanier High (Ala.) Purple Ti­
gers, annually one of Alabama’s bet­
ter football teams, managed a 
respectable 12-3 record. But the 12th 
win was a big one.

Jess Lanier caught fire late last 
season as they blazed their way 
through the Alabama state playoffs to 
capture the 6-A state championship. 
Returning Tigers will certainly re­
member that game, but they will also 
remember the 17-16 loss they suf­
fered at the hands of the Valdosta 
High Wildcats.

The (1-1) Purple Tigers will be
looking to avenge that loss when the 
two champions clash in an neighbor­
hood battle Friday night at 8 at 
Cleveland Field.

Head coach Carroll Cox said Tues­
day night that the trip to Valdosta is 
one of the highlights of the year. 
“This is always a real enjoyable trip 
for us and the players, but it’s also a 
strain for the coaches to get ready 
for such a formidable opponent.”

Cox said that this year’s team will 
be similar to last year’s squad in that 
it will be a team that should get bet­
ter with time.

“ I think that we got better late last
season,” he said. “Everything just 
came together all at once for us. 
Things just fell into place and the 
timing was excellent.

“I think that this is going to be 
that type of year where the team 
gets better with every game,” he 
added.

The Purple Tigers do not have a 
complex offense. Coach Cox believes 
in the run and the wishbone offense. 
However, do not be surprised to see 
the Purple Tiger offense launch a 
pass or two.

Cox does not expect to rely upon 
the pass, but with an experienced 
Chris Windsor (6-2, 195) back at 
quarterback, he feels comfortable let­
ting the three-year starter throw a 
pass or two.

“We’re a running ball team,” he 
said. “But I think we’re passing 
more this year than we’ve ever done. 
That is because of the experience at 
quarterback.

“ He’s a great player and can do a 
lot of things for us,” he added. “ He’s 
experienced, and he’s a big part of 
this football team.”

Passing is still not the forte of the 
wishbone quarterback. His specialty, 
of course, is running. In fact, Windsor 
is the leading rusher on the season 
for the Purple Tigers.

But if the Wildcats stop Windsor, 
they will then have to contend with

Cats Climb 
To No. 5

The Valdosta High Wildcats, 
ranked No. 1 in the Georgia AP 
Class AAAA football polls, 
climbed to No. 5 in Tuesday’s 
USA Today's national prep top 25 
football poll.

The Cats, who opened up the 
season ranked No. 10 nationally, 
climbed to No. 7 last week. A cou­
ple of losses to higher ranked 
teams enabled VHS to move up 
to No. 5 this week.

Valdosta puts its lofty ranking 
on the line Friday night at 8 in 
fabled Cleveland Field as the de­
fending Alabama Class 6A state 
football champion Jess Lanier 
High (Ala.) Purple Tigers come to 
call. VHS won last year’s meeting, 
17-16.

senior running back Maurice Minter 
(5-9,165).

“ He’s also got a lot of experience,” 
said Cox. “He’s a hard runner and 
he is very intelligent. He’s a smart 
back and he makes good grades in 
the classroom.”

Good news for the Wildcats is that 
Jess Lanier lost most of their ton­
nage on the offensive line which 
brought a lot of notoriety.

“ We don’t have a lot of big three 
hundred pounders like we had last 
year,” said Cox. “We’re basically 
around 230 and 240 on the lines. 
We’re just a normal average-sized 
high school team.

“In fact, I think Valdosta’s proba­
bly bigger than we are there,” he 
adds. “Last year was just one of 
those situations where everybody 
just came up all at once.”

Coach Cox did add that there was 
one exception on the average-sized 
line. Right guard Darrell Oliver (6-4, 
310 pounds) returns on the line for 
the Purple Tigers.

Cox spoke of only three standout 
players on his defense — one in the 
secondary, one in the linebacker 
corps, and one on the defensive line.

Safety Kurt Jones is one of the 
leaders on defense. Ronnie Hunter is 
a standout defensive end. At 6-3, 197 
pounds, Hunter has the versatility to 
play the run and rush the passer. 
Linebacker Quincy Dunston is a solid 
tackler who anchors the linebacker 
corps.

Cox was to the point with his 
team’s biggest weakness. “ Depth. 
Depth is our biggest problem.”

Top Area Slate
^By^MTKE Valdosta defense. The Cats

Times Sports Editor

As the Georgia prep football sea­
son enters its fifth week of action and 
the Florida prep season begirt its 
third, there are still five teams in the 
Valdosta Daily Times coverage area 
with undefeated records.

Heading up the list are the Val­
dosta High Wildcats, Lowndes High 
Vikings and Clinch County High Pan­
thers — all with perfect 4-0 slates. 
The Hamilton County High (Fla.) 
Trojans are off to a 2-0 start, while 
the Madison County High (Fla.) Cow­
boys have roped a 1-0 slate.

Headlining the fifth week of prep 
gridiron action will be the Robert E. 
Lee (Ala.) Generals against the Val­
dosta High Wildcats at Cleveland 
Field Friday night at 8. The Generals 
of Montgomery will come into the 
contest sporting an impressive 3-0 
record, including a 35-15 win against 
Carver of Montgomery last Friday 
night. Earlier in the season, Lee 
upended the Jess Lanier High (Ala.) 
Purple Tigers, 24-21. In their second 
game of the year, the Generals trav­
elled to Mississippi and defeated Pas­
cagoula, 21-0. In the latest USA 
Today national prep football top 25 
poll, Lee was ranked 19th.

Meanwhile, Nick Hyder’s Cats are 
coming off an impressive 35-0 rout of 
Jess Lanier High (Ala.) last Friday 
night at Cleveland Field. What makes 
the score even that more impressive 
is the fact that the Purple Tigers 
were the defending Alabama 6A state 
football champions and ranked No. 3 
in 6A this year. The shutout was the 
second of the season by the swarm-

Football Welcomed’
To TCI’s Cable Menu
V^G v^ ^ < t J^f . I ^^< 
By CHRIS JOHNSON '
Times Sports Writer

TCI Cablevision of Valdosta has 
added The Welcome Channel to its 
programming liheup, giving city foot 
ball fans a chance to see replays of 
their favorite Valdosta/Lowndes foot­
ball teams.

TWC will occupy channel 39 on 
TCI’s system and will continue 
broadcasting on Falcon Cable chan­
nel 26.

Gary Hutchens is the owner of 
Georgia Video Productions, which 
produces The Welcome Channel. He 
said that the channel is centered 
around football right now, but he 
plans to branch out into other areas 
in time.

The channel will air Valdosta State 
College Blazers replays on Mondays 
and Wednesdays at 7 p.m., the Viking 
Fever Show followed by Lowndes 
High games on Tuesday and Thurs­
day nights at 7:30 p.m., and Valdosta 
High’s Wildcat Tradition Show on

blanked the McEachern High Indi­
ans, 24-0, to open up the season.

Valdosta also has recorded wins 
against the Camden County High 
Wildcats (27-7) and the Wayne 
County High Yellow Jackets (41-7). 
The Cats are currently ranked No. 1 
in the Georgia AP prep football Class 
AAAA poll and No. 5 in the latest 
USA Today national prep football 
poll. Last season, VHS blanked the 
visiting Generals, 10-0.

There will also be gridiron excite­
ment at Martin Stadium as Rick 
Tomberlin’s Vikings entertain the un­
defeated 4-0 Northeast Macon Raid­
ers at 8. The undefeated Vikes are 
coming off a 49-21 dismantling of the 
Stone Mountain High Pirates. After 
only scoring seven points in its 7-6 
season-opening win against the 
Warner Robins High Demons, Low­
ndes has reeled off 123 points in its 
last three games.

The Vikings will be facing a Raid­
ers squad that has recored wins 
against Therrell (33-6), Southeast 
Macon (46-0), Northside Warner Ro­
bins (27-13) and Central Macon (35­
15). Last season, Lowndes squeaked 
out a slim 2-0 victory.

Joe Wilson’s 1-2 Valwood Valiants 
will play host to the perennial GISA 
powerhouse the Southwest Georgia 
Academy Warriors Friday night at 
Goddard Field at 8.

In other area games, the Clinch 
County is at Cook High, Berrien 
hosts Turner County, Brooks County 
is at Coffee, Westbrook travels to 
Riverview, Hamilton County plays at 
Havana and Madison County goes to 
Jefferson County.

Thursday and Tuesday nights at 
10:30 p.m.

Wildcat Tradition, produced by Val­
dosta State College’s television de­
partment, is also seen on TCI’s 
access channel (channel 12) at 8 p.m. 
on Thursdays.

“ 'those are just the programs that 
I chose to go with,” Hutchens said. 
“ I felt that that was the first route to 
go. Valdosta is so football-oriented 
anyhow.”

The Welcome Channel will now 
reach over 26,000 homes, 22,000 of 
which are subscribers of TCI Cable. 
Hutchens hopes that the added 
viewership will put him closer to a 
goal he has had since 1986.

“I’ve been working on this thing 
for years,” said Hutchens, “so, it’s 
not like this just came up overnight. 
I’ve been trying to put together my 
own station here off and on since 
1986.

“ This finally pieces it together,” he 
added. “I want to give Valdosta a 
television station that they can be 
proud of.”



Excitement Running High At Lee
q

By MIKE GRUBB 
Times Sports Editor

MONTGOMERY, ALA. — Excitement is run­
ning rampant at Robert E. Lee High (Ala.) as 
Spence McCracken’s Generals prepare to 
march into Cleveland Field Friday night to bat­
tle the No. 1 ranked Valdosta High Wildcats at 
8,

McCracken’s Generals come into this clash 
of southern prep girdiron powers sporting a 3-0 
mark. Included in that list are victories against 
the Jess Lanier High (Ala.) Purple Tigers (24­
21), Pascagoula, Miss. (21-0) and Carver of 
Montgomery (38-15). Lee is ranked No. 2 in the 
Alabama Sportswriters Association Class 6A 
prep football poll and No. 17 in the VSA To­
day's national prep top 25 poll.

This season, the Generals have switched to 
the Wing T on the offensive side of things.

“ We don’t have very good football players of­
fensively,” said McCracken during a phone 
conversation Tuesday afternoon. “We got 
mauled last year at Valdosta, so we thought

that by switching to this offense it might give 
us an advantage against some of the teams 
that we play.”

It appears as if this new offense is working 
for the Generals. Lee has amassed 1,076 yards 
in total offense for an average of 358.7 yards 
per game. When it comes to rushing to pigskin, 
the Generals’ ground troops have marched for 
820 yards. When it comes to launching the air 
campaign against enemy defenses, the Gener­
als have connected for 256 yards.

Igniting the Lee offense has been the explo­
sive play of running back Fred Beasley (6-1, 
180, So.). This young runner has slashed his 
way over, through and around would-be tackl­
ers for 355 yards on 57 attempts and three 
touchdowns. Last Friday night against Carver, 
Beasley rushed for 198 yards.

“Fred (Beasley) is a great player,” added 
McCracken, who has compiled a 74-20 mark in 
his eighth season at the helm of the Lee foot­
ball program. “He’s a good kid. I’m amazed to 
watch him play and realize that he is just a 
sophomore. Fred has good character.”

Directing the Lee offense will be quarterback 
Matt Gaines (5-10, 179, Sr.). This crafty field 
general has connected on 16 of 30 passing for 
256 yards, two touchdowns and one intercep­
tion.

“ Matt started half of the year for us at quar­
terback last season,” said McCracken. “He’s 
not a great athlete, but he won’t get you beat.”

Joining Beasley and Gaines in the backfield 
will be Samuel Murray (5-6, 158, Jr.) and 
Buddy Davis (6-2, 212, Jr.). Manning the split 
end will be Tony Nelson (5-10, 168, Sr.), while 
Brian Blackmon (6-2, 199, Sr.) will line up at 
tight end.

On the offensive front, the Generals will line 
up with Adrian Harris (6-3, 286, Sr.) and Roose­
velt Robinson (6-2, 199, Sr.) at the tackles. 
Brian Hill (6-2, 230, Jr.) and Jay Hudgins (5-10, 
195, Jr.) will line up at guards, while Jerry 
Kirby (5-11, 253, Jr.) will line up at center.

Anchoring the stingy General defense will be 
linebacker Keith Washington (6-3, 225, Sr.). In 
addition to his hard-hitting capabilities, Wash­
ington also has speed. He runs the 40-yard 
dash in 4.48.

“Keith is real active,” added McCracken. 
“He loves the game and closes to the football 
real well. Keith is the best linebacker I have 
ever had here and that includes Quentin Rig­
gins (ex-Auburn star).

Manning the Lee defensive front line will be 
ends Ulysses Jenkins (6-4, 215, Sr.), Ralph 
Hughes (6-3, 235, Jr.), tackles Peter Williams 
(5-10, 270, Sr.), Eric Scott (5-11, 235, Sr.) and 
noseguard Prentice Bowen (5-7,195, Sr.).

Joining Washington in the Generals’ line­
backing corps will be Scott Stafford (5-10, 165, 
Jr.).

The Lee secondary will consist of Mike 
Sadler (5-11, 160, Sr.) and Bobby Jones (5-8, 
158, Sr.) at the corners, while the safeties will 
be manned by Brian Thomas (5-11, 180, Sr.) 
and Jeremy Brown (5-9, 153, Jr.).

“The key to the game will be Valdosta’s de­
fense against our offense,” stated McCracken. 
“If it’s three plays and out, the game will be 
over at the half.

“ This is probably our biggest game.”

Also in the mail is a copy of a letter to the foot­
ball coaches and student athletes at Valdosta Ju­
nior High School. Faye Nitschke of Valdosta, 
whose mother, Edith Grace Tindall Lund, recently 
died, sent the letter to “Coach John Davis, the 
coaching staff, Tom Cats, Stray Cats and Alley 
Cats:

“My mother recently passed away, and the 
procession following her to her final resting place 
passed by on Patterson Street by the Valdosta Ju­
nior High School. Many of us had recently driven 
along this same street and noticed the young men 
dressed out in their smart uniforms, busy at 
scrimmage practice in the mild, late-summer af­
ternoon. But now, to our surprise, all these ath­
letes were kneeling on one knee, heads bowed, 
facing the procession, as it slowly passed.

“What a beautiful tribute. How touched we all 
were by this courtesy. Many in the procession 
were from Florida and North Georgia. Their com­
ments were ‘Now, that is real class.’ Yes, that’s 
Valdosta,’ we replied with full hearts.

“ Thank you all for this wonderful memory. My 
mother had led a beautiful life, 78 years, and this 
seemed a fitting ending/'

We thank the school and the family for sharing 
that letter with us. That incident was one of those 
moments that, although fleeting, will last a lifetime 
in the memories of man

field and scored on a single by Vin­

Valdosta High’s Yasmine Bivins (5) and Low- ning of the Lady Cats’ 8-3 win Tuesday af- 
ndes High’s Brandy Hobbs (center) are shaken ternoon at Lowndes — Tinies Photo by Jeff 
up after a collision at first base in the fourth in- Allen.

Lady Cats Take Season Series
sewed on a sacrifice fly by Lisa Vin- third when she triple to deep center 

By UHRlb JOHNSON cent (0 g0 UD 2-o. field and scored on a single by Vin-
Times Sports Writer

cent to go up 2-0.

The rapidly improving Valdosta 
High Lady Wildcats softball team 
beat the Lowndes High Vikettes 8-3 
Tuesday at Lowndes High School to 
take the season series two games to 
one and up their record to 5-8.

In the top of the first inning, Yas­
mine Bivins led off with a single, and 
moved to third on a single by DeDe 
Dennis. Bivins scored from third af­
ter a Lowndes error, and Dennis

Stacy Cothran led off the bottom of 
the first with a double and scored on 
a two-out single to center by Shelley 
Lieupo to pull the Vikettes to within 
one at 2-1.

Lowndes, 9-3, pulled even at 2-2 in 
the bottom of the second when Lori 
Coody led off with an infield single 
and came home three batters later 
on a force out by Kortni Cofield.

Cindy Rumph pushed Valdosta 
back into the lead for good in the

cent to give the Lady Cats a 3-2 lead.
Two Lowndes errors and one sin­

gle by Kendra Elliot allowed Hillary 
Skinner and Amy Dennis to score 
and increase the Lady Cats’ lead to 
5-2 in the fourth.

Lowndes scored their final run in 
the bottom of the fourth with a home 
run from Lieupo. Valdosta’s final 
three runs scored in the top of the 
fifth on a three-run error by the Vi­
kettes.
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Fighting For Extra Yards
Valdosta High tight end Shadrick Greene (81) tries to gain 

extra yardage after hauling in a Steve Everson pass in the Cats’
35-0 rout of the Jess Lanier High (Ala.) Purple Tigers Friday 
night at Cleveland Field — Tinies Photo by Paul Leavy.

VALDOSTA HIGH SCHOOL 
(1990 GEORGIA STATE CHAMPIONS)

VS

JESS LANIER HIGH SCHOOL
(1990 ALABAMA STATE CHAMPIONS)

Tickets will be on sale at the Ticket Outlet, 1204 Williams Street (next 
to Cleveland Field) Monday thru Thursday from 8:00 a.m. till 4:30 p.m. 
and Friday from 8:00 a.m. til 1:00 p.m. Call 333-8500 for information. 
Game will be played at Cleveland Field, September 20th, with kickoff 
at 8:00 p.m. JXJT .

Bulldogs Beat LSU, 31-10
Greg Talley (11), University of Georgia quarterback and 

former Valdosta High School Wildcat, gets time to throw 
from Alec Milen (71), who ties up LSU tackle Clayton Mou­
ton (59) during the first half of play Saturday at Sanford 
Stadium in Athens. The Bulldogs won, 31-10. See story, 
page 1-C — AP Laserphoto.



Wildcat cornerback Trampis Wrice (28) dosta High’s season-opening football win Aug. 
upends a McEachern Indian ballcarrier in Vai- 31 — Times Photo by Jeff Allen.

Unselfish Wrice Wants
To Be A Team Player

S^t /^^^/~~i77i^^, t~—1  fenses attack,” said VHS secondary
By MIKE GRUBB coach Keith Middleton. “ A lot of
Times Assistant Sports Editor

When opposing offensive coaches 
look at game films of the Valdosta 
High Wildcats defense, one of things 
that catches their eyes in the black 
and gold is No. 28. It’s no wonder 
enemy coaches take notice. That No. 
28 belongs to VHS cornerback Tram- 
pis Wrice. This is the fourth straight 
season Wrice has anchored the Cats 
secondary.

Watching this talented athlete 
roam the defensive backfield brings 
back memories of other great Val­
dosta cornerbacks like Troy Thomas 
and Chris Major. Wrice has the abil­
ity to cover the best receivers the 
state has to offer one-on-one or he 
can come up and support the run, 
hitting enemy ball carriers like a 
Mack Truck.

“Trampis ranks with the better 
cornerbacks that we’ve had at Val-
dosta High,” stated VHS head foot­
ball coach Nick Hyder, whose Cats 
play host to the Class AAA Wayne 
County High Yellow Jackets at Cleve­
land Field Friday night at 8. “He is 
experienced and a good athlete.”

Experienced is the key word. 
Wrice has started over 40 varsity 
contests for the Cats. In the process, 
he has picked off 10 enemy passes as 
Valdosta claimed back-to-back Class 
AAAA state football championships in 
1989 and 1990.

“ Trampis provides a lot of stability 
on the playside, where most of the of-

teams hesitate to go deep on his 
side. He is the most aggressive force 
man that we’ve had at the corner 
this season. He covers well deep and 
comes up hard on the run. Trampis 
is very consistant.”

Wrice’s defensive play is one of the 
big reasons the Cats are currently 2­
0 and ranked No. 1 in Class AAAA. In 
fact, the VHS secondary has only al­
lowed 33 yards through the air in two 
games.

In 1990, Wrice’s hard work and ef­
forts didn’t go unnoticed. He was 
voted first team All-Region cor­
nerback and landed a spot on the 
Valdosta Daily Times All-Area team.

Wrice began his football career in 
the sixth grade in the Valdosta Parks 
& Recreation Department. Once at 
Valdosta Junior High, this speedster 
started out as flanker, but was soon 
moved to split end.

Upon his arrival at VHS, Wrice was 
soon moved to the defensive side of 
the football. After the tragic death of 
Wildcat defensive back Kenny Rose, 
this humble, soft-spoken athlete 
stepped in and assumed the responi- 
bility of taking on the job of starting 
for the Cats as a freshman. Wrice 
has been a permanent fixture in the 
VHS secondary ever since.

Wrice’s lead by example method 
has not gone unnoticed. At the start 
of the 1991 season, he was voted by 
his teammates as defensive co-cap- 
tain.

Students Make Merit Semifinals
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By DEAN POLING
Times Staff Writer

Ten Valdosta and Lowndes County 
students have been named semifi­
nalists in the 1992 Me Scholarship 
competition.

Four Lowndes High and six Val­
dosta High students are named as 
semifinalists, according to the Na­
tional Merit Scholarship Corporation.

Headquartered in Evanston, Ill., 
more than 15,000 students were 
named semifinalists nationwide by 
the scholarship corporation.

Semifinalists from Lowndes High 
are David L. Broome, who plans to 
major in mathematics and be a 
mathematician; Jeremy C. Dykes, 
who plans to major in computer sci­
ence and be a computer systems 
analyst/programmer; Stephanie D. 
Powell, who plans to major in prelaw 
and be a lawyer; Gerald R. Ryan, 
who plans to major in prelaw and 
work in government service/politics, 
according to scholarship corporation 
information.

Semifinalists from Valdosta High 
are Olivia M. Baratta, who plans to 
major in social sciences and be a
lawyer; Laura H. Barbas, who plans 
to major in English, literature and be 
a secondary school teacher; Charles 
B. Eidson, who plans to major in en­
gineering and be a lawyer; William R. 
Howard, who plans to major in physi­
cal sciences and be a scientist; Ann 
L. McCranie, who plans to major in 
social sciences; Sarita A. Rainey, who 
plans to major in theater arts, drama 
and be an actor or director, accord­
ing to scholarship information.

Elaine S. Detweiler, the schol­
arship corporation’s public informa­
tion director, said semifinalists 
represent about half of 1 percent of 
each state’s graduating class. Nation­
wide semifinalists will be whittled 
down to 6,100 Merit Scholarships, 
worth approximately $26 million, by 
spring 1992, she said.

By publicizing their names, the 
scholarship corporation hopes to 
broaden their educational opportuni­
ties and increase national and local 
interest in academic excellence.

Last school year, juniors in more 
than 19,000 high schools entered the
1992 Merit Program by taking the 
Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test- 
/National Merit Scholarship Qualify­
ing Test, which screened more than 
1 million applicants.

The number of semifinalists desig­
nated for each state is decided 
according to the state’s percentage of 
the national average of graduating 
high school seniors. And semifinalists 
are the top scorers in each state and 
now advance to the finalist level of 
the competition.



Cats Court-Martial Generals
By CHRIS JOHNSON
Times Sports Writer

Last week’s hyped game between 
Jess Lanier was a 35-0 blowout in fa­
vor of Valdosta High School. Thrill 
seekers returned to Cleveland Field 
Friday night to see if the Wildcats’ 
game against Robert E. Lee of Ala­
bama would provide more excite­
ment.

They got their wish. Valdosta’s de­
fense came up with big plays on 
fourth down conversion attempts to 
hold off Alabama’s second-ranked 6-A 
team for a 17-3 win.

Valdosta held on four out of five 
conversion attempts, three of which 
came in the fourth quarter.

The second hold by Valdosta 
proved to be crucial. The Generals 
were faced with a 4th-and-2 from the 
Valdosta 48-yard line with 4:44 left to 
go in the game and Valdosta ahead 
by a mere 10-3 margin.

But the defense rose to the occa­
sion and not only stopped the Gener­
als, but also forced a fumble which 
Brinson Barker recovered at the 50- 
yard line.

Four plays later, David Williams 
dealt the Generals the final blow — a 
38-yard touchdown run which gave 
the Cats the 17-3 margin with 2:55 
left in the game.

“That was the difference in the 
game in my opinion,” said R.E. Lee
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head coach Spence McCracken of the 
failed fourth-down conversions.

“ We’re going to have to work 
really hard on our short yardage 
game,” he added. “ That was the key 
to the ball game. I knew it would 
come down to three or four close 
plays. And we didn’t get some great 
spots on some plays, but that didn’t 
beat us. Valdosta just played tough.”

“That’s pure defense,” said Val­
dosta head coach Nick Hyder. 
“Charles Tarpley. Larry Jester. 
Keith Middleton. Al Akins. My good­
ness. Defense. It was really a 
coaches’ win. Our kids played their 
hearts out, but our coaches had great 
strategy.”

Watching the first drive of the 
night, many observers thought that 
the game might turn into another 
rout for Valdosta. Valdosta scored 
first with a 12-play, 65-yard game­
opening drive that gave Valdosta a 7­
0 lead.

R.E. Lee won the toss and elected 
to kick. It was the first time this sea­
son that Valdosta received the open­
ing kickoff.

The Cats’ offense marched down 
the field with hard running by run­
ning backs Williams and Alfred Bar­
nes. On first down from the Generals’ 
26, Bames broke two tackles and ran 
through the heart of the Generals’ 
secondary for a touchdown.

RE. LEE 0 3 0 0 -3
VALDOSTA 7 0 3 7 - 17

V—Alfred Barnes 26 run (Dow Drury kick)
R—Sean Spraley 27 field goal
V—Drury 32 field goal
V—David Williams 38 run (Drury kick)

RE. LEE VALDOSTA

13 First downs 10
37-158 Rushes-yards 31-201
70 Passing yards 45
228 Total yards 246
10-18-1 Passes 4-11-0
3-32.3 Punts-avg. 3-29.3
2-2 . Fumbles-lost 3-2
4-20 Penalties-yards 4-37

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING-RE. Lee, Fred Beasley 22-89, Matt 
Gaines 6-12, Samuel Murray 5-43, Tyrone Rogers 3­
12, Buddy Davis 1-2. Valdosta, Steve Everson 10-38, 
Bames 6-88, Albert Edmunds 8-13, D. Williams 7-62.

PASSING—R E. Lee, Gaines 10-17-1-70, Marcus 
Williams 0-1-0. Valdosta, Everson 4-11-0-45.

RECEIVING-RE. Lee, Tony Nelson 3-22, Jeff Ba­
zemore 4-22, Fred Gadson 2-20, B. Davis 1-6. Val­
dosta, Brice Hunter 2-20, Shadrick Green 1-13, Chris 
Rockey 1-12.

Dow Drury nailed the extra point 
and Valdosta led 7-0 with 7:03 re­
maining in the first quarter.

A 40-yard punt by R.E Lee pinned 
the Cats at their own 15-yard line. 
The poor field position set up the 
Generals’ only score.

Valdosta managed only one yard 
on the next three plays and was

forced to Funt. R.E. Lee took over at 
Valdosta’s 47-yard line.

Three runs by Fred Beasley took 
the Generals to the Valdosta 25. An 
interference call, which Wildcat fans 
vehemently protested, then took the 
Generals to the 13.

But R.E. Lee could not punch the 
ball into the end zone and settled for 
a field goal. Sean Spraley’s 27-yarder 
made the score 7-3 with 6:14 remain­
ing in the first half.

Valdosta’s Barnes gave the Cats 
one final scoring opportunity in the 
half with a 53-yard run on the second 
play of the Cats’ next possession. But 
Shadrick Green coughed up the ball 
after catching a Steve Everson 13- 
yard pass and being nailed by a Gen­
eral defender. The Generals recov­
ered to end the threat.

“Let’s give R.E. Lee credit,” 
Hyder said of the missed opportunity. 
“They stripped the ball, and that’s 
part of football. We try to do that, and 
that’s the way the game is played.”

R.E. Lee’s opening drive of the 
second half proved to be norm for 
the Generals in the second half. On 
their fourth play, a 4th-and-inches 
from the Cats’ 43, three Valdosta de­
fenders met the General’s Beasley in 
the backfield for a 1-yard loss.

That defensive stand gave the 
Cats’ offense the ball near mid-field 
at their own 46-yard line. The Cats

capitalized with a 10-play scoring 
drive capped off by a Dow Drury field 
goal with 7:18 left in the third quar­
ter. That gave the Cats a 10-3 lead.

Swapping two fumbles and two 
punts, both offenses struggled for the 
rest of the quarter. But Lee was be­
ginning to move when the quarter 
ended.

After starting at their own 19 with 
less than a minute left in the third 
period, the Generals moved to the 
Cats’ 37-yard line on nine plays. But 
they were faced with a 4th-and-6 with 
10:13 left in the game, and Coach Mc­
Cracken elected to punt.

The Valdosta defense jumped off­
side, though, to give the Generals a 
4th-and-l. McCracken elected to go 
for the first down this time. Again, 
the defense was in the backfield, this 
time to stop quarterback Matt Gaines 
short of the marker.

Valdosta failed to move, and after 
receiving a punt and driving 28 yards 
on seven plays, Barker recovered the 
fumble on the fourth down, and Wil­
liams iced the game with his 38-yard 
scoring run.

The win was the 199th for Nick 
Hyder at Valdosta High School, and if 
moved Georgia’s top-ranked team tc 
5-0. R.E. Lee falls to 3-1.

“Anytime you give up only three 
points to a fine football team like 
that. I’m happy,” said Valdosta de­
fensive coordinator Charles Tarpley.

Valdosta High safety Jason Jelks (left) and Beasley behind the line of scrimmage Friday 
linebacker Marcus Williams (44) bring down night at Cleveland Field — Times Photo by Paul 
Robert E. Lee High (Ala.) running back Fred Leavy.



Valdosta High senior running back Brian High defense last Friday night for the first of his 
Wiseman dances through the Wayne County two touchdowns — Times Photo by Paul Leavy.

Everson
Shines

By CHRIS JOHNSO
Tunes Sports Writer

Wiseman’s Hard Work Paying Off 
^TTnniO^ficLfM^' ^ ^ ^ “It’s nice to see someone like in awhile, but a good block h 
By MURKA i COLEMAIN Brian do so well,” said Cats head happen over and over again to
Times Sports Writer

Brian do so well,” said Cats head

Five years ago, Brian Wiseman 
was a struggling football player.

But after reading about another 
Georgia running back, Herschel 
Walker, the Valdosta Junior High 
School athlete said he decided ‘to get 
down to work.’

Taking his cue from the University 
of Georgia Bulldogs and Minnesota 
Vikings star, Wiseman bore down. He 
said he started a daily regiment of 
400 pushups, 300 situps and 3-mile 
run, modeling his training after Walk­
er’s famous 2,000 per day workouts 
on pushups.

“I do them everyday, both during 
the offseason and on,” said Wiseman, 
now a member of Valdosta High’s 
top-ranked Wildcats. “ I believe that if 
you practice hard it will translate to 
your performance in games.”

Last week, the 18-year-old senior 
fullback’s strict work ethic was re­
warded with his first start in four 
seasons of wearing a Wildcats uni­
form.

Wiseman made the most of the op­
portunity, rushing for 109 yards on 
eight attempts, including two touch­
down on runs of six and 61 yards.

football coach Nick Hyder as Val­
dosta readies for Friday night’s clash 
with the Jess Lanier High (Ala.) Pur­
ple Tigers. “He’s a great individual . 
who has fought for four years to get 
to where he’s at now.”

Wiseman credited his success in 
the Wayne County game to the help 
of his teammates.

“Making more than 100 yards in 
the game just showed me how well 
our team was blocking,” he said. 
“ Our whole offense did a great job 
opening holes and executing the 
coaches’ game plan.”

In fact, Wiseman said he didn’t 
even know how much yardage he’d 
gained until friends called him at 
home after the game.

“I was surprised and happy, but 
the main thing was that we won,” he 
said. “To be honest, I remembered 
some of my blocks better than my 
runs.”

Wiseman said plays like his 61-yard 
touchdown run in the fourth quarter 
“happened so quickly, they didn’t 
seem as important as my blocks.

“ I’d rather have a good block any- 
day than a 60-yard run,” he said. “A 
run like that only comes along once

in awhile, but a good block ha: to 
happen over and over again to win a
game.”

Wiseman said he prides himseli on 
being a complete player.

“Doing the little things is what 
makes a team successful,” he said. 
“Performing on a consistant, sound 
fundamental basis takes a lot of per­
sonal discipline.”

Realizing that football is ‘99-per- 
cent mental,’ Wiseman said he main­
tains a rigid workout program to test 
his limits.

“Hard physical work forces me to 
keep a positive attitue,” he said. “I 
burn out all the time, but it’s just a 
matter of being able to psyche myself 
back up to push to the next level I 
want to accomplish.

“It’s like the coaches keep telling 
me - this old body isn’t going to let 
me down until I decide to let it down 
first.”

Without his family - both relatives 
and teammates - Wiseman said the 
task of tapping his playing potential 
would be a lot more difficult.

“Everyone’s been so supportive, it 
makes all the hard work worthwhi­
le,” he said. “My mom’s more ex­
cited about what I do on the field 
than I am.” _ _

With all the fuss about Jess Lan­
ier’s starting quarterback Chris 
Windsor coming back to lead the Ala­
bama state champion Purple Tigers, 
the Valdosta Wildcat offense was lost 
in the shuffle when the Valdosta de­
fense silenced the college prospect 
Friday night at Cleveland Field.

The Wildcat defense deserved all 
of the credit they got. After all, they 
held the Tiger offense to only two 
first downs through the first three 
and a half quarters, only five in the 
game.

They held the usually feared Jess 
Lanier rushing attack to a mere 37 
yards rushing on 21 carries. And they 
held Windsor, the leading rusher on 
the season for Jess Lanier prior to 
Friday night’s game, to four yards 
rushing on six carries.

In fact the leading rusher on the 
Jess Lanier team was Jermaine Hall 
who rushed three times for ten 
yards.

But forget about Windsor. The star 
quarterback of this game was a Wild­
cat, Steve Everson. Everson com­
pleted 10-of-13 passes for 118 yards, 
two touchdowns, and one intercep­
tion that Valdosta head coach Nick 
Hyder hinted should go by his own 
name for an over-anxious call against 
the wind.

Everson’s passes were thrown as 
perfectly as one could expect a high 
school quarterback to throw. He kept 
the ball away from the defense with 
the exception of the interception, but 
his passes were the type that receiv­
ers had to make great catches on or 
walk back to the huddle and try 
again.

But his receivers made the 
catches, and Everson gave everybody 
credit for his numbers, but himself.

“I felt pretty good,” said Everson. 
“ I had good protection and didn’t get 
touched all night. The receivers ran 
good routes. The coaches called the 
right plays.

“The receivers’ performance was 
excellent,” Everson added. “ They 
caught the ball, and we’d been work­
ing on the routes all week. We had 
the timing down and everything was 
good except for that one intercep­
tion.”

“ Bob Bolton coaches them (the re­
ceivers) and they did a great job,” 
said Hyder. “Brice Hunter caught a 
clutch touchdown with less than a 
minute to go in the first half.”

Mike Roberts led the recievers in 
yardage with 42 yards on 2 catches. 
Hunter led in receptions with three 
for 37 yards and one touchdown. 
Shadrick Green, who also caught a 
touchdown, received two passes for 
28 yards.

The passing attack was efficient to 
say the least, but the rushing attack 
accounted for 260 of the 378 total 
yards of offense for Valdosta.
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No. 1 Cats Open Up Region Slate
By MIKE GRUBB
Times Sports Editor

Nick Hyder’s top-ranked 5-0 Val­
dosta High Wildcats swing into Re­
gion 1-AAAA football action tonight 
as Sonny Smart’s 4-1 Bainbridge 
Bearcats invade Cleveland Field at 8. 
Not only is this contest the Cats’ re* 
gion opener, but it’s also VHS’ Home­
coming game. If that little tidbit 
wasn’t enough, if the Cats can knock 
off the Bearcats it will be Hyder’s 
200th coaching victory since taking 
charge of the VHS football program.

Hyder’s career coaching mark cur­
rently stands at 252-39-5 — seventh 
on .the all-time Georgia coaching vic­
tory list. At Valdosta, Hyder has as­
sembled a 199-27-2 mark. After 
knocking off the Bearcats 3-0 last 
year in Bainbridge, VHS holds a 27-3 
advantage in the series.

If the Cats are to secure Hyder’s 
200th win at VHS and Valdosta’s 
sixth victory of the season, it will

TONIGHT
WHO: Valdosta High Wildcats (5-0) vs. Bainbridge Bearcats (4-1).
WHEN: 8 p.m.
WHERE: Cleveland Field, Valdosta. Tickets: $5 at gate.
IF NOT THERE, WHERE: Radio: WAAC-FM (92.9) in Valdosta area. Television: 
Wildcat Tradition will present game highlights Thursday night on TCI Cablevision 
Channel 12, 7 p.m. and 8 p.m., and The Welcome Channel, 10:30 p.m.
WEATHER: Fair, low in lower 50s.
LAST WEEK: Valdosta was idle; Bainbridge defeated Northview High, Ala., 22-3.
LAST SEASON: Valdosta won, 3-0, in Bainbridge.
THE SERIES: Valdosta leads, 27-3.
RANKINGS: In Georgia AP, Valdosta is ranked No. 1 in Class AAAA. The 
Wildcats are also No. 4 in USA Today's national poll. Bainbridge received some 
votes, but not enough to make the Class AAAA Top 10.

take a monumental effort to stop the 
Bearcats’ potent passing attack. Led 
by senior quarterback Brian Powell, 
Bainbridge has thrown for 781 yards. 
Powell has connected on 51 of 108 
passing for 742 yards and five touch-

downs. He has only misfired on four 
occasions.

When the Bearcats go to the air, 
Powell will have plenty of sure­
handed receievers th throw to in 
Ryan Pearson, Basque Martin, Jason

Andrews, Eddie Williams and full­
back Vidal Lively.

Pearson leads the Bearcats’ receiv­
ing corps with 14 receptions for 236 
yards and three touchdowns.

If the Bearcats’ decide to abandon 
their passing attack and go to a 
ground assault, Lively and tailback 
Harrison Smith will be called on to 
carry the load. Smith, Bainbridge’s 
leading rusher, has rambled for 264 
yards.

The top-ranked Cats, who have 
won five straight Region 1-AAAA 
football titles, will counter with the 
Region’s top-ranked defense. Led by 
the play of such players as Dexter 
Daniels, Marcus Williams, Franklin 
Wiseman, Brinson Barker, Peter 
Failor, Tim McClain, Nick Reed, Tra- 
mpis Wrice, Troy Brown, Brock San­
ford, John Copeland, Jason Jelks and 
John Walker, the Cats have given up 
only 891 yards to enemy offenses.

VHS is No. 2 in 1-AAAA against the 
rush, giving up 554 yards on 165 at­

tempts. The Cats are No. 2 against 
the pass, surrendering 337 yards. 
More importantly, Valdosta is No. 1 
in scoring defense, giving up just 17 
points.

Under the direction of quarterback 
Steve Everson, the Valdosta offense 
comes into this confrontation ranked 
No. 2 in Region 1-AAAA in total of­
fense. Behind the blocking of Jay 
Bowling, Andy Sheffield, Brad Grant, 
Tim O’Brien, Sean Van Ausdall, Ed­
die Wooten, Andy Harrison, Alan 
Holt, Jesse Hunter and Greg Porter, 
the Cats have been able to churn out 
1,651 yards in total offense.

VHS is currently No. 2 in rushing 
offense with 1,221 yards on 222 car­
ries. In the passing department, the 
Cats has thrown for 430 yards to 
rank fifth.

Everson leads the VHS rushing as­
sault with 203 yards on 50 attempts.

The Bearcats will counter with a 
swarming defense that ranks fourth 
in 1-AAAA, giving up 1,078 yards.

Cheerleaders 
Compete In 
Nationals

y T< IG - 1 1
By KELLI BOWMAN
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High head football coach Nick 
Hyder, who can gain his 200th win at VHS to­
night if the Cats defeat the Bainbridge Bearcats

al Cleveland Field, chats with offensive tackle 
Tirn O’Brien (left) during Thursday’s practice 
— Times Photo by Jeff Allen.

Blazers Find Their Man •
By MURRAY COLEMAN
Times Sports Writer

After four games and four different 
.quarterbacks, the Valdosta State Col­
lege Blazers think they’ve finally 
found their man.

Freshman Chris Hatcher will re­
turn as the Blazers’ starting signal 
caller Saturday against the Liv­
ingston University Tigers.

“Chris has come to the forefront as 
a leader on this team,” said David 
McNight, the Blazers assistant head 
coach and offensive coordinator 
Thursday. “He’s really established 
himself during the last couple of 
weeks as someone who can play un­
der pressure without losing his com­
posure.”

Hatcher, who starred at Mount De 
Sales High School in Macon, was 
tabbed by his coaches to take the re­
ins of a struggling VSC offense last 
week against Troy State.

Even though VSC lost, McNight 
said he was impressed with the 5’11” 
and 175 pound quarterback’s perfor­
mance. “We aren’t real pleased with 
a lot of things about our offensive 
showing so far this season, but that 
doesn’t neccessarily reflect on 
Chris’s play,” said McNight “It’s 
hard to win when you turn the ball 
over a half dozen times.”

The Blazers’ accumulated 288 
yards in total offense against the Di­
vision 1-AA Trojans, including 12 of 
26 passing for 158 yards. “Chris

Hatcher gave us a little spark on of­
fense that we’ve been looking for,” 
said VSC head coach Mike Cavan af­
terwards. “We just need some people 
to step up and make some plays at 
our wide receiver and running back 
positions.”

The VSC rushing attack, which 
hadn’t scored a touchdown until the 
first quarter last week, is led by a 
trio of halfbacks. “We like to keep our 
runners fresh,” explained McNight. 
“In our system, the fullback doesn’t 
carry the ball a whole lot.”

Which means that senior Ramon 
Allen, who showed flashes of his old 
self against Troy State by gaining 85 
yards and scoring a touchdown, 
needs to have a big game in Liv­
ingston for the Blazers to do well.

Three Valdosta girls will compete 
in the National All-Star Cheerleading 
Competition Dec. 27 in Dallas, Texas.

Missy Fisher, Kelly Mathis and An­
gie Redden and the rest of the 17- 
member Georgia All-Star Cheerlead­
ing Squad won first place Oct. 5 in 
the All-Star Division at the NCA Re­
gional Competition in Birmingham, 
Ala.

The All-Star Division is comprised 
of non-school related teams. The lo­
cal girls were chosen to participate 
by Squad Coach Jamie Parrish of Ty 
Ty, who spotted them while judging 
local high try-outs. State school regu­
lations prohibit school squads from 
competing beyond the state level. 
Forming the All-Star team with 
cheerleaders throughout the state al­
lows Georgia’s cheerleaders to com­
pete with cheerleaders from other 
states.

The Georgia All-Stars combined 
talent from Nashville, Fitzgerald, Syl­
vester, Tifton, Albany, Columbus and 
Valdosta.

Miss Fisher is the daughter of J.B. 
and Sandy Fisher. Miss Mathis is the 
daughter of Ron and Rose Mary Ma­
this and Miss Redden in the daugh­
ter of Tom and Buatong Carnathan.

The Dallas event, sponsored by the 
National Cheerleading Association, 
will be televised on ESPN cable TV 
network.



Valdosta High running backs and quarterbacks coach Mike night’s crucial Region 1-AAAA slugfest with the Tift County 
O’Brien (right) instructs the Wildcat running backs at practice High Blue Devils at Cleveland Field — Times Photo by Jeff Al­
Monday afternoon as the top-ranked Cats prepare for Friday len.

Cats Possess Talented Stable Of Backs
By MIKE GRUBB
Times Sports Editor

The race is on.
At stake is the coveted Region 1-AAAA football 

championship and a berth in the Class AAAA state 
playoffs. Nick Hyder’s top-ranked Valdosta High 
Wildcats face their toughest challenge of the sea­
son Friday night at Cleveland Field as the tough 5­
2 Tift County High Blue Devils come .to play for 
sole possession of first place in Region 1-AAAA at 
8. The Cats and Blue Devils are both 2-0 in region 
action.

One of the many reasons, Hyder’s 7-0 Cats have 
had success this season has been the play of a tal­
ented stable of thoroughbred running backs. Un­
der the guidance of VHS running backs and 
quarterbacks coach Mike O’Brien, this group of 
unselfish performers has churned out 1,695 yards 
on 324 attempts to lead Region 1-AAAA in rushing 
offense. That’s an average of 5.23 yards per carry 
and 242.1 yards per game.

“We teach our backs what we like to call the to­
tal package,” stated O’Brien following practice 
Monday night. “To fake the ball, block and then 
run.”

The Cats are fortunate enough to have eight 
running backs that have the ability to step forward 
and get the job done. When the Cats look to pick 
up yards on the ground, these young men will get 
the call — Albert Edmonds, Brian Wiseman, David

Williams, Alfred Barnes, Brian Thomas, Sam 
Thomas, Nakia McMullen and Joseph Edwards.

“I’ve been real pleased with the play of our 
backs,” added O’Brien. “The effort has been there. 
We’ve had some of our backs perform better on 
some nights than others and vice versa. Each one 
of our backs are different in different ways. They 
complement each other very well. We’ve had some 
injuries throughout the year, but with the competi­
tion the way it is, no one wants to stay out very 
long because they are worried somebody might 
overtake them.

“The competition has improved our backs. This 
s the first year since I’ve been here that we’ve 
had this much balanced talent in the backfield. 
We’ve got six running backs that can enter the 
game with the starting unit.”

One of the most common questions asked of 
O’Brien is why don’t the Cats settle on just one or 
two running backs to carry the load?

“We don’t like to put all of our eggs into one 
basket,” said O’Brien. “This way we can rest our 
backs and keep them fresh. If we are unfortunate 
enough to get besieged by injuries, we will still 
have quality running backs to play.”

As the Cats prepare for Friday night’s crucial 
Region 1-AAAA match-up with Tift County High, 
O’Brien took time out to assess his troops.

■ALBERT EDMONDS (205, SR), TAILBACK: 
He is probably the biggest of all of our tailbacks. 
When Albert wants to be, he is as strong a runner

as there is. He has done a super job of blocking in 
the past. (46 carries for 197 yards, 3 TDs).

■ BRIAN WISEMAN (185, SR.), FULLBACK: 
Brian has a good mixture of strength and speed. 
He has helped us with his speed. (31 carries for 
222 yards, 3 TDs).

■ DAVID WILLIAMS (190, JR.), FULLBACK: 
He started off and on last season for us. David has 
done a good job of power running this season. (56 
carries for 276 yards, 3 TDs).

■ ALFRED BARNES (175, JR.), TAILBACK 
Alfred probably has more quickness and break 
away speed than any of our other tailbacks. (50 
carries for 357 yards, 2 TDs).

■ BRIAN THOMAS (150, JR.), TAILBACK He 
has real good cutting abilities. That’s what makes 
Brian so good. (8 carries for 25 yards, 0 TDs).

■ SAM THOMAS (200, SO.), FULLBACK He is 
a real big, strong, hard-nose runner. Sam does a 
tremendous job of running inside and has ad­
equate speed to get outside. (17 carries for 104 
yards, 1 TD).

■ NAKIA MCMULLEN (165, SO.), TAILBACK 
Nakia has good speed. His strongest attribute is 
his cutting ability. He makes people miss. (16 car­
ries for 76 yards, 1 TD).

■ JOSEPH EDWARDS (155, SO.), FULLBACK 
Joseph moved from tight end on the ninth grade 
team to fullback. He has done a good job. He is 
still learning the position and coming on. He is a 
good hard-nose kid. (4 carries for 9 yards, 0 TDs).



Georgia AP Prep Poll
CLASS AAAA

1. Valdosta (7-0) (15) 
2. LaGrange (7-0) (2) 
3. Statesboro (7-0) 
4. Southwest DeKalb (7-0) 
5. Effingham Co. (7-0) 
6. Newnan (7-0) 
7. Wheeler (7-0) 
8. Marietta (7-0) 
9. Clarke Central (6-2) 
W.Tift Co. (5-2)
(tie) Colquitt Co. (5-2) 11.
Also receiving votes (in alphabetical 
order): Bainbridge, Cedar Shoals, 
Lowndes, Norcross, Northeast- 
Macon, Shiloh and Warner Robins.

166.
146.
128.
125.
95.
93.
54.
45.
18.
11.

Wildcats
Remain
On Top

Cats-Devils Battle

For 1-AAAA Lead

The Associated Press

Class A Macon County’s 20-12 loss* 
to Hawkinsville last weekend bumped 
the team from the top five in this 
week’s Associated Press high school 
football poll.

Macon County dropped from third 
to seventh. Central of Talbotton fills 
Macon’s place with 123 points for No. 
3. Hawkinsville jumps to fifth from 
ninth with 90 points.

Lincoln County remains No. 1 with 
10 first-place votes and 163 points. 
Clinch County is second with seven 
first-place votes and 160 points, and 
Bowdon moves up a notch to fourth 
with 100 points.

Valdosta remains
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first-place votes and 166 points. La­
Grange stays at second with two 
first-place votes and 146 points, and 
Effingham County is again fifth.
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By MIKE GRUBB
Times Sports Editor

A battle for sole possession of Re­
gion 1-AAAA will highlight week No. 
9 of the Georgia prep football action 
in the area. Nick Hyder’s top-ranked 
Valdosta High Wildcats will play host 
to Gene Brodie’s Tift County High 
Blue Devils Friday night at Cleveland 
Field at 8 in this crucial 1-AAAA 
clash.

The Wildcats come into this con­
test sporting a 7-0 overall record and 
a 2-0 region slate. The Cats also are 
riding the crest of a 29-game un­
beaten streak. Tift County, after 
dropping their first two games of the 
season, have reeled off five straight 
victories to improve their season 
mark to 5-2. The Blue Devils have 
been impressive in region action with 
back-to-back 31-7 wins against Low­
ndes High and Coffee High for a 2-0 
region mark

After taking a week off, Rick Tom- 
berlin’s 6-1 Lowndes High Vikings 
will hit the road Friday night to bat­
tle Jim Hughes’ 5-2 Colquitt County 
High Packers at Mack Tharpe Sta­
dium in Moultrie.

The Vikings currently stand at 1-1 
in Region 1-AAAA play. Lowndes re­
corded a 7-6 win against Coffee High 
at home, but dropped a 31-7 decision 
at Tift County. The Packers are also 
at 1-1 in region play. Colquitt County 
registered a 34-14 win at Bainbridge 
and dropped a 22-9 contest last Fri­
day night at Valdosta. This is an im­
portant game for both teams.

Joe Wilson’s 3-4 Valwood Valiants 
will return home Friday night at 
Goddard Field to battle P.D. Dun­
can’s 6-1 Westbrook Cougars in the 
GISA Region 3-AA opener for both 
teams. Last Friday night the Valiants 
routed David Emanuel 41-6 on the 
road, while Westbrook took the night 
off.

Nashville will be the site of a cru­
cial Region 2-AA slugfest as Brent 
Miller’s 4-3 Berrien High Rebels en­
tertain Jack Raley’s 2-5 Cook County 
Hornets Friday night.

After dropping three of their first 
four games of the season, Miller’s 
Rebels have reeled off three straight 
wins, including wins against Pierce 
County High and Bacon County High 
to move to 2-0 in region play. Mean­
while, Raley’s Hornets snapped a 
five-game losing skid last Friday 
night with a 20-19 win against Pierce 
County. The Hornets currently stand 
at 1-1 in region play with their lone 
region loss coming at Waycross on 
Oct. 11.

Jeff Caldwell’s Brooks County High 
Trojans will stay on the road Friday 
night with a big Region 1-AA clash 
against the Turner County High Re­
bels.

REGION 1-AAAA Region All
Valdosta 2-0 7-0
Tift County * 2-0 5-2
Lowndes 1-1 6-1
Colquitt County 1-1 5-2
Bainbridge 0-2 5-2
Coffee ' 0-2 4-3

LAST FRIDAY’S GAMES
Valdosta 22, Colquitt Co. 9
Tift Co. 31, Coffee?
Bainbridge 10, Peach Co. 2
Lowndes — Idle

FRIDAY’S GAMES
Tift Co. at Valdosta (Cleveland
Field, 8 p.m.)
Lowndes at Colquitt Co. (Mack
Tharpe Stadium, 8 p.m.) 
Bainbridge at Coffee
REGION 1-AA 
Mitchell-Baker 
Seminole County 
Brooks County 
Turner County 
Early County 
Randolph-Clay

Region 
3-0 
2-1 
1-1 
1-1 
0-2 
0-2

All 
7-0 
5-2 
5-2 
4-3 
2-5 
0-7

LAST FRIDAY'S GAMES
Brooks Co. 34, Randoplh-Clay 6
Mitchell-Baker 27, Turner Co. 14 
Seminole Co. 43, Houston Co. 
(Ala.), 19
Early Co. 7, Spencer 6

FRIDAY’S GAMES
Brooks Co. at Turner Co.
Mitchell-Baker at Early Co.
Randolph-Clay at Seminole Co.
REGION 2-AA 
Berrien 
Waycross 
Bacon County 
Cook
Brantley County 
Pierce County

Region 
2-0 
2-0 
1-1 
1-1 
0-2 
0-2

All

2-5

LAST FRIDAY’S GAMES
Berrien 10, Bacon Co. 7
Cook 20, Pierce Co. 19
Waycross 34, Brantley Co. 6

FRIDAY’S GAMES
Cook at Berrien 
Brantley Co. at Pierce Co. 
Bacon Co. at Waycross
REGION 2-A
Irwin County 
Clinch County 
Charlton County 
Atkinson County

Region 
1-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-1

2-5
2-5
0-7

LAST FRIDAY’S GAMES 
Irwin Co. 21, Atkinson Co. 6 
Clinch County — Idle

LAST SATURDAY’S GAME 
Chariton Co. 29, Aquinas 0 

FRIDAY’S GAMES 
Clinch Co. at Chartton Co. 
Irwin Co. — Idle 
Atkinson Co. — Idle
GISA 3-AA
Tiftarea 
Westbrook
Valwood

Region 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0

All 
4-4
7-0 
5-2 
1-7

The 5-2 Trojans are coming off a 
34-6 rout of Randolph-Clay, while the 
4-3 Rebels suffered a 27-14 loss to 
Mitchell-Baker. Brooks County and 
Turner County are both 1-1 in Region 
1-AA play.

Donald Tison’s Class A No. 2 
ranked Clinch County High Panthers 
open up Region 2-A play Friday night 
in Folkston against the defending 2-A 
champion Charlton County High Indi­
ans.

The Panthers, who were off last 
Friday night, have a 7-0 mark, while 
the Indians come into this critical 
game with a 5-2 slate. Chariton 
County finished last season as the

LAST FRIDAY’S GAMES
Valwood 41, David Emanuel 6
Trinity 13, Tiftarea 6
Westbrook — Idle

FRIDAY’S GAMES
Westbrook at Valwood
Tiftarea — Idle

All 
7-1 
6-1 
3-4

Class A state football runnerup, los­
ing 6-0 to Lincoln County in the 
championship game.

After taking last Friday night off, 
Jim Anderson’s Hamilton County 
High (Fla.) Trojans will put their per­
fect 5-0 record on the line at West 
Nassau High Friday night The Mad­
ison County High (Fla.) Cowboys are 
on the road at Fernandina Beach.



VALDOSTA 22, COLQUITT COUNTY 9

Valdosta High defenders John Copeland (27) and Troy than Williams during Friday night’s 22-9 Valdosta High win over 
Brown (22) try to pull down Colquitt County running back Na- Colquitt at Cleveland Field — Times Photo by Paul Leavy
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No. 1 Wildcats Pick Off Packers
By GREGMcILVAIN
Times News Editor

It was simple enough.
“We came to play football tonight,” 

said Valdosta High senior defensive 
back Trampis Wrice. “The defense 
just played together all night. We 
didn’t go out to talk with them, we 
just went out to play defense.”

And so did the Wildcats. The de­
fense picked off five Colquitt County 
passes, two by Wrice, and the offense 
marched as well. The result was a 
22-9 Region 1-AAAA football victory 
for the top-ranked Wildcats at Cleve­
land Field Friday night.

It was Valdosta High’s 29th 
straight game without a loss, again 
avenging that last defeat — a 7-0 
Colquitt decision at Cleveland Field 
two years ago. The win moved VHS 
into a tie for the region lead at 2-0 
with Tift County, which blasted Cof­
fee, 31-7, at home Friday night.

Valdosta (7-0) and Tift County (5-2) 
meet at Cleveland Field this coming 
Friday night.

Offensively, Alfred Barnes ran for 
100 yards on 12 carries while quar­
terback Steven Everson added 98 
yards on 14 carries. Everson scored 
both touchdowns, while senior kicker

VALDOSTA, 22-9

COLQUITT COUNTY 0 3 0 6 -9
VALDOSTA 0 12 3 7 - 22

CC-Parks Hughes 24 FG
V—Dow Drury 34 FG
V—Steve Everson 20 run (Drury kick)
V—Safety, Colquitt kick returner downed himself 

in end zone
V-Drury 33 FG
V—Everson 1 run (Drury kick)
CC—Chris McCranie 11 pass from Parks Hughes 

(no kick)

RUSHING—Colquitt County, Nathan Williams 10­
22, Reggie Scott 2-21, Paries Hughes 4-(-13), Chris 
McCranie 1-3, Sharone Roberts 2-18. Valdosta, Albert 
Edmonds 6-11, Steve Everson 14-98, Brian Wiseman 
2-3. David Williams 11-34, Albert Barnes 12-100, John 
Bell 1-1, Sam Thomas 2-6.

PASSING-Colquitt County, Hughes 14-27-5 193. 
Valdosta, Everson 7-17-0 105.

RECEIVING—Colquitt County, Bill Tucker 4-33, 
McCranie 7-118, Roberts 2-11, Williams 1-31. Val­
dosta, Brice Hunter 4-72, Mike Roberts 1-9, Chris 
Rockey 1-8, Shadrick Green 1-16.

COLQUITT COUNTY VALDOSTA

12 First downs 15
19-51 Rushes-yards 48-253
193 Passing yards 105
244 Total yards 358
14-27-5 Passes 7-17-0
3-38.3 Punts-avg. 4-33.5
0 Fumbles lost 1
2-15 Penalties-yards 8-49

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Dow Drury added field goals of 34 
and 33 yards.

“The line was blocking good. It was 
a good team effort ... we were just 
patient and waited for our breaks,”

said Barnes, Valdosta’s leading 
rusher this season, now with 357 
yards:

The breaks didn’t go the way of the 
region’s dominant rusher this season, 
senior Nathan Williams of Colquitt. 
Averaging 118 yards a game this sea­
son, Williams was held to 22 yards on 
10 carries. And in the momentum­
swinging second quarter, Williams 
stepped backwards into the end zone 
on a kickoff and downed himself for a 
safety.

Colquitt quarterback Parks Hughes 
did throw for 193 yards, but had the 
five interceptions — matching his to­
tal for the first six games. Colquitt 
receiver Chris McCranie, who leads 
the region, did catch seven passes 
for 118 yards and an 11-yard touch­
down from Hughes with no time left 
in the game.

After a scoreless first quarter, 
which included a missed 37-yard field 
goal by Hughes, the teams traded 
field goals — a 24-yarder by Hughes 
with 10:59 left, and the 34-yarder by 
Drury with 7:19 left.

Then the game turned. Linebacker 
Marcus Williams made the first of 
the VHS interceptions at the Colquitt 
32. Everson ran the ball twice, fin­
ishing with a weaving 20-yard run 
through the Packer secondary for the

first touchdown. Drury’s kick with 
5:06 left made it 10-3.

On the ensuing kickoff, Alan Sand­
erson’s line drive deflected off Colq­
uitt upback Reggie Scott. Williams 
picked up the ball at the 1, then 
stepped back into the end zone and 
downed himself. After some debate, 
the play was ruled a safety.

The teams traded turnovers to fin­
ish the half (including a Troy Brown 
interception), and VHS’ fake field­
goal attempt in the last minute went 
nowhere.

Wrice’s first interception late in the 
third quarter set up a 33-yard Drury 
field goal with 34 seconds left in the 
third quarter.

And after end Nick Reed dropped 
back in coverage and picked off a 
Hughes pass, Valdosta High went 32 
yards in seven plays for the final 
score — a 1-yard Everson sneak on a 
drive which including a 16-yard, 
third-and-15 pass from Everson to 
Shadrick Green.

Colquitt went 80 yards in eight 
plays against the Valdosta subs for 
its last score. Hughes’ second at­
tempt at a fade pass to McCranie in 
the end zone ended in an 11-yard 
touchdown pass ruled just inside the 
front-left corner of the end zone as 
time expired.



■NO. 10 TIFT COUNTY HIGH 
BLUE DEVILS (5-2,2-0) AT NO. 
1 VALDOSTA HIGH WILDCATS 
(7-0, 2-0): When the season first 
got started, a few people might 
have thought that this wouldn’t be 
much of game. I mean, Tift 
County opened the season with 
two straight losses, while the Cats 
rolled through their early season 
schedule. My oh my, how things 
have changed.

Gene Brodie’s Devils suddenly 
got on a roll...no, not an egg roll. 
They started winning — and 
winning impressively. Tift County 
got its offense on track and reeled 
of five consecutive wins, scoring 
over 30 points in each of those 
victories. Included among those 
triumphs were back-to-back 31-7 
region routs of then-No. 7 ranked 
Lowndes and Coffee High.

Meanwhile, the Cats have 
been....well; the Cats. Playing good 
hard-nosed team ball, Valdosta 
steamrolled to a perfect 7-0 mark. 
Included in this total were region 
wins against Bainbridge and 
Colquitt County. The Cats skinned 
the Bearcats, 38-14, and ripped 
the Packers, 22-9.

Traditionally, this has been one 
of the hardest fought series in the 
history of South Georgia football. 
Last year, VHS rolled past Tift 
County, 23-7, in the Devils Den. I 
don’t know? Maybe, it’s just me, 
but doesn’t it seem like the Blue 
Devils always play the Cats better 
in Valdosta than in Tifton?

I’m not a math wizard, but this 
one adds up to a Valdosta victory. 
Mr. Vegas picks Valdosta, 27-9.

Valdosta High quarterback Steve Everson County High Packers at Cleveland Field. The 
(1) fakes a handoff to the Cats’ leading rusher Cats will entertain the No. 10 ranked Tift 
Alfred Barnes (20) in last Friday night’s 22-9 County High Blue Devils tonight at 8 — Times 
Region 1-AAAA victory against the Colquitt Photo by Jeff Allen.

Cats, Devils Battle For Region Lead
ByMIKEGRUB^ " I 2,335 yards in total offense. The Blue
Times Sports Editor

Nick Hyder’s No. 1 ranked Val­
dosta High Wildcats close out their 
1991 regular season home schedule 
Friday night at Cleveland Field as 
Gene Brodie’s No. 10 ranked Tift 
County High Blue Devils come to 
call.

At stake is first place atop the Re­
gion 1-AAAA standings. The Cats 
prowl into this South Georgia slugest 
with a perfect 7-0 mark. In region ac­
tion, VHS. has amassed a sterling 2-0 
record. The Cats own region victories 
against the Bainbridge High Bear­
cats (38-14) and the Colquitt County 
High Packers (22-9).

Meanwhile, the Blue Devils stum­
bled out of the starting blocks at 0-2. 
However, Brodie and his troops re­
grouped and have reeled off five 
straight victories — scoring 30 or 
more points in each of those wins. 
The Blue Devils also have a 2-0 mark 
in Region 1-AAAA action. Tift County 
recorded back-to-back 31-7 region 
victories against Lowndes High and 
Coffee High.

When it comes to offense, both of 
these squads are capable of moving 
the pigskin. The Cats have racked up

Devils have conjured up 1,967 yards.
VHS has managed to rush for 1,685 

yards on 323 attempts, while Tifton 
has churned out 1,183 yards on the 
ground on 298 carries. Spearheading 
the Valdosta ground assault has been 
running back Alfred Barnes with 357 
yards on 50 attempts. Quarterback 
Steve Everson has gained 326 yards 
on 73 attempts. Running backs David 
Williams, Brian Wiseman and Albert 
Edmonds have rushed for 276, 222 
and 197 yards, respectively.

Running back Roderick Bryant, 
who is No. 2 in rushing in the region, 
leads Tift County with 617 yards on 
137 attempts. Fullback Dean Lott is 
next for the Blue Devils in rushing 
with 239 yards on 46 attempts.

Both of these Region 1-AAAA foot­
ball powers are capable of moving 
the pigskin through the air as well. 
The Cats have completed 49 of 89 
passing for 650 yards and nine touch­
downs. VHS quarterbacks have been 
picked off just four times. The Blue 
Devils have hit on 46 of 111 passing 
for 784 yards and seven touchdowns. 
Tift County quarterbacks have mis­
fired on seven ocassions.

Pulling the trigger on the VHS 
See WILDCATS, Page 2-B

and The Welcome
m.

LAST WEEK: Vi Idosta defeated

tldosta leads.

7 p.m. and 8 p.r 
Channel, 10:30

eorgia AP, Valdosta 
Class AAAA. The 
No. 4 in USA

poll. Tift County is

WEATHER: Partly cloudy, low in the 
middle 60s.

WHO: Valdosta 
overall, 2-0 in re 
High Blue Devils 
region) 
WHEN: 8 p.m.

Colquitt County, '22-9; Tift County 
defeated Coffee (High, 31-7.
LAST SEASONi Valdosta won, 23-7, 
in Tifton.

TONIGHT

WHERE: Clevelapd Field, Valdosta. 
Tickets: $5 at gate.
IF NOT THERE, WHERE: Radio: 
WAAC-FM (92.9)| in Valdosta area. 
Television: Wildcat Tradition will 
present game highlights Thursday 
night on TCI Caaevision Channel 12,

THE SERIES: \ 
51-10-2.
RANKINGS: In 
is ranked No. 1 
Wildcats are 
Today's nation 
tied at No. 10 
Georgia AP's

igh Wildcats (7-0 
n) vs. Tift County 

5-2 overall, 2-0 in

th Colquitt County in
s AAAA poll.



Cats’ Stats Look Good
By CHRIS JOHNSON y?u. ™ Probably going to have good That’s a result of my not calling the

stats- right play sequences down close.”Times Sports Writer

It has been said that statistics do 
not lie. It is one of the most com­
monly used cliches in all of sports. So 
pardon the cliche, but Valdosta High 
is 7-0 and has the statistics to more 
clearly illustrate the perfect record.

The Wildcats are balanced and 
deep, and their statistics illustrate 
that clearly both on offense and de­
fense.

Head coach Nick Hyder recognizes 
statistics and appreciates them, but 
his coaching still revolves around 
fundamentals.

“I appreciate them for the news 
value and the interest the fans place 
in them, but, as a coach, I’m more in­
volved in technique,” Hyder said 
Wednesday. “But fans don’t want to 
hear about technique. So it’s good for 
the fans. And we need our fans.”

“However, I guess part B of the 
equation is that if you have good 
technique and good fundamentals,

The Wildcats must have good fun­
damentals because they are rolling 
up the numbers. The Cats are aver­
aging 333.5 yards of total offense and 
29.1 points per game while the de­
fense is giving up 190.9 yards per 
game, but only 5.7 points per game.

Most of the yards gained by oppo­
nents against Valdosta have come 
through the air, often in comeback 
attempts. The Wildcat defense is al­
lowing an average of 101.8 yards per 
game through the air. In seven 
games, the secondary has picked off 
eight passes, but five came last week 
against Colquitt. Trampis Wrice leads 
the team with three interceptions. 
Nick Reed has two.

But even with the Cats offense 
scoring nearly 30 points per game, 
Hyder sees some of the missed op­
portunities to score even more.

“Yardage is good,” Hyder said. 
“But you get points for putting it in 
the end zone. I wish we were scoring 
more points, but that’s my fault.

Making things easy on the offense 
has been the effective running of Val­
dosta’s backs. The entire offensive 
backfield as a whole is averaging 5.2 
yards per carry.

“I think the incentive for that is a 
make five or lose five drill that we 
run in practice,” Hyder said. “That’s 
good that they’re getting five yards, 
but we don’t want them to get five 
yards and lie down.”

Valdosta’s rushers who have 
rushed 30 times or more are averag­
ing 5.4 yards per carry as a group. 
Alfred Barnes, the team’s leading 
rusher with 357 yards, also leads the 
regulars with an average of 7.14 
yards per cany. Brian Wiseman is 
averaging 7.1 yards per carry.

The key word for Valdosta’s back­
field this year is balance. The Cats 
have six backs who have rushed for 
100 yards or more. Four of the six, 
Bames, Wiseman, Steve Everson, 
and David Williams, have rushed for 
over 200 yards.

Valdosta High’s John Copeland and Marcus WiUiams bring 
down a Camden County runner earlier this season. Valdosta’s 
Wildcat defense is holding opponents to an average of only 3.1 
yards per carry this season — Times Photo by Jeff Allen.

No. 1 Cats Cast Out Devils. 10-6
By CHRIS JOHNSON '
Times Sports Writer

Valdosta High’s last regular-season 
home game proved to be memorable. 
Big plays by quarterback Steve Ever­
son and defensive back Jason Jelks 
allowed Valdosta to hold on for a 
thrilling 10-6 win over Tift County’s 
Blue Devils.

Jelks intercepted a pass early in 
the fourth quarter to set up Valdos­
ta’s only touchdown. Everson threw a 
30-yard pass for the touchdown, and 
led the Cats in rushing with 110 
yards on 22 carries.

Valdosta led the entire game, but 
the lead was never a comfortable 
one. But the Valdosta Wildcats pre­
vailed to move their region record to 
3-0 and their overall record to 8-0 to 
isolate themselves at the top of the 
Region 1-AAAA standings.

Valdosta High head coach Nick 
Hyder was impressed with Tift 
County. “We’re glad to win that one,” 
Hyder said after the game. “Tift’s a 
great football team, but we knew that

VALDOSTA, 10-6

TIFT COUNTY 0 0 0 6 - 6
VALDOSTA 0 3 0 7 - 10

V—Dow Drury 28 field goal
V—Mike Roberts 30 pass from Steve Everson 

(Drury kick).
T—Dean Lott 4 pass from Lance Williams (Kick 

failed}.

TIFT VALDOSTA

9 First downs 11
33-118 Rushes-yards 44-227
24 Passing yards 75
142 Total yards. 302
3-18-1 Passes 4-14-0
8-42.1 Punts-avg. 7-31.1
2-1 Fumbles-lost 2-1
2-15 Penaities-yards 4-25

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING-Tift, Roderick Bryant 23-107, Lott 4-11, 
Williams 6-0. Valdosta, Alfred Barnes 9-54, Everson 
22-110, David Williams 7-31, Albert Edmunds 4-19, 
Brian Wiseman 3-0, Chris Rockey 1-13.

PASSING-Tift, WiUiams 3-18-1-24. Valdosta, Steve 
Everson 4-14-0-75.

RECEIVING-Tift, Lott 2-13, Bert Jones 1-11. Val­
dosta, Brice Hunter 1-7, Shadrick Green 2-38, Mike 
Roberts 1-30.

when we came in. That’s South 
Georgia, 1-AAAA football.”

The loss dropped Tift County to 5-3 
and 2-1 in Region 1-AAAA, tying the 
Blue Devils with Colquitt County for 
second place in the region standings.

Head coach Gene Brodie was upset, 
but was impressed with the Wildcats.

“No, I’m not pleased,” Brodie said 
of his team’s performance. “We lost 
We didn’t play good enough. No. Val­
dosta has a great football team.”

Valdosta fans sat quietly as the 
Blue Devils took the opening kickoff 
at their own 13-yard line and drove 
easily downfield against the Wildcat 
defense. Tift sent a signal to the Cats 
and their fans that they came to 
Cleveland Field to win.

The Blue Devils were gaining 
more and more momentum as they 
drove to the Cats’ 22-yard line on 10 
plays. But running back Roderick 
Bryant, who had led the Devils down­
field, fumbled on the 11th play, and 
the Cats’ Nick Reed pounced on the 
loose ball to end the early threat.

Neither offense was able to muster 
much of a threat for the rest of the 
first half It was Valdosta’s defense 
that came up with the big play to set 
up the Cats’ three first-half points.

The Devils offense was pinned at 
their own 14, but worked their way

out for a first down at their 25. A 
holding penalty drove them back to 
their own 16, and a sack by the Cats’ 
John Gloster pinned the Devils back 
at their own one-yard line.

The ball was actually placed just 
inside the one, and Valdosta fans 
were screaming for a safety. But the 
sack helped Valdosta score three 
points.

Tift’s Marcus Phillips then seem­
ingly punted the Devils out of trouble 
with a 52-yard punt, but the Cats still 
had good field position at their own 
47.

Four plays later, Everson con­
nected with Shadrick Green for a 29- 
yard pass play. Everson almost fell 
after being bumped by his own line, 
and while being chased by a host of 
Tift defenders, threw a bullet to 
Green just before being nailed at the 
Valdosta sideline.

That set the Cats up at the Devils’ 
11, but the offense could not punch 
the ball into the end zone and had to 
settle for a 28-yard field goal by Dow 
Drury with 8:10 left in the first half.

See WILDCATS, Page 2-B

Wildcats—
From Page 1-B

Valdosta held a 3-0 lead at the half, 
but the Cats’ offense had worries. 
David Williams with 30 yards on five 
carries was the only Valdosta run­
ning back with more than seven 
yards at the half.

Tift’s defense was able to pen­
etrate the Cats’ offensive line 
throughout the game. That slowed 
the Cats’ rushers, but it pushed 
Everson outside where he picked up 
most of his yardage.

“They blitz a lot, so we wanted to 
get outside,” Everson said. “It just 
worked out that that was working, so 
we just kept milking it since it was 
such a good play for us. It was the 
first time all year that we’ve had 
trouble picking up stunts.”

Valdosta offensive lineman Eddie 
Wooten was one of the Cats in the 
trenches. “They were penetrating 
pretty well because they were calling 
stunts from way across the field and 
we had to stay stationary and pick 
them up. But we kind of buckled

down and got it right in the second 
half.”

The deepest either team pen­
etrated in the third quarter was 
when Tift drove to the 44-yard line 
early in the third quarter. But the 
action got hot in the final period.

After receiving a Cats’ punt at 
their own 16-yard line, the Devils 
assisted the Cats as Lance Williams 
found Jelks cutting in front of his 
pass on their first play of the fourth 
quarter.

Three plays later from the Devils’ 
30, Everson connected on a short 
pass to Mike Roberts who threw his 
hand out to stop himself from hitting 
the ground after a failed tackle by a 
Tift defender and then cruised into 
the end zone for a touchdown. 
Drury’s extra point put the Cats up 
10-0 with 9:10 left in the game.

Valdosta forced a Tift punt on the 
Devils’ next drive, but nearly self­
destructed on their next drive. 
Punter Wayne DeVane dropped a 
snap from the punter and the Devils

recovered the loose ball at the Cats’ 
34-yard line with 7:01 remaining in 
the game.

Six plays later, on a third-and-goal 
from the Valdosta four-yard line, Wil­
liams connected with Dean Lott for 
a touchdown with 5:17 left. But 
kicker Paul McLemore hooked the 
extra-point try wide left much to the 
delight of the Cats’ fans and Valdosta 
led 6-0.

The Cats started the next drive.at 
their own 14 and Everson ran 44 
yards on the first play. The Cats had 
to punt four plays later, though, and 
it appeared that DeVane’s punt 
would easily sail into the end zone. 
But the ball stopped dead at the 
Devils’ two-yard line.

Tift County took over from there 
with 2:38 left in the game and 
elected to pass on the first three 
downs. The result was three incom­
pletions and a punt on fourth down. 
Valdosta then ran off the remaining 
2:02 with the Devils stuck with no 
time-outs.



Cats, Vikings Bring 10 YEARS OF WINNERSVILLES

Rivalry To New Level
R M^g ^^7 ^' ^ ^ ^^ The neXt Hme the CatS aild VadnSS 
oy MllVtL LrriUijiJ
Times Sports Editor

When thinking of rivalries such 
games as Georgia-Georgia Tech, 
Georgia-Florida, Florida-Florida 
State, Army-Navy, Notre-Dame-USC 
and Cai-Stanford spring to mind. 
Those are rivalries...but, then there is 
the “Winnersville Classic”.

This annual clash, which will be 
celebrating its 10th anniversary as 
the “Winnersville Classic”, brings the 
meaning of the word rivalry to a new 
level as the top-ranked 9-0 Valdosta 
High Wildcats invade Martin Stadium 
Friday night at 8 to battle the 7-2 
Lowndes High Vikings.

The football series between Val­
dosta High and Lowndes High began 
in 1968. On 28 different occasions, 
these two Georgia prep football pow­
ers have waged war on the gridiron 
with the Cats holding a 23-5 advan­
tage. VHS has outscored LHS, 619­
159 (22.1-5.7)

Valdosta opened this series with 
nine straight victories (1968-76) 
against the Vikings. In the process, 
Valdosta outscored Lowndes by a 
278-26 margin. During that time, the 
Cats shut out the Vikings four times.

In 1977, Joe Wilson’s Lowndes 
High Vikings defeated the Cats for 
the first time ever, 7-2, at Martin Sta­
dium. Lowndes went on to win two of 
the next six meetings with Valdosta 
(1979: 15-14), (1980: 6-0).

would hook up would be in the inau­
gural “Winnersville Classic” game in 
1981 at Martin Stadium. There has 
been 10 contests played in this Clas­
sic with the Cats holding a 9-1 advan­
tage, including winning the last five 
meetings. The lone Vikings’ win in 
the “Winnersville: Classic” came in 
1985 when Lowndes blanked Val­
dosta, 10-0. The Vikings would also 
eliminate the Cats in the playoffs 
later that year, 14-7.

In the 10 previous “Winnersville 
Classics”, Valdosta has outscored 
Lowndes by a whopping 206-55 mar­
gin. The first quarter has been rela­
tively close with VHS scoring 25 
points, while the Vikings have lit up 
the scoreboard for 16 first quarter 
points. However, things take a dras­
tic turn in favor of the black and gold 
in the second period. The Cats have 
tallied 72 points in, the second quar­
ter, while the Vikes have only been 
able to manage a scant 7 points.

In the second half, the Cats have 
struck for 51 third period points and 
another 58 points in the final quarter, 
while LHS has managed 19 and 13, 
respectively.

Looking for a little trivia? VHS pla­
cekicker Dow Drury is the only ac­
tive player on either team to score a 
point (12) in the “Winnersville Clas­
sic”. Lowndes has scored eight 
touchdowns in the Classic — all by 
different players. The four extra 
points made by the Vikings we all 
come from four different people. SOURCE: The Valdosta Daily Times Archives

BY QUARTERS 1 2 3 4 THE SCORES

VALDOSTA 25 72 51 58 206 1981: VALDOSTA, 20-13

LOWNDES 16 7 19 13 55 1982: VALDOSTA, 22-0

TOP PERFORMANCES 1983: VALDOSTA, 35-6

MOST RUSHING YARDS: Carlos Parker (V), 150 in 1989
,28-61^0^: VALUVOIA,

MOST PASSING YARDS: Randy Gay (L), 196 (18-44-5) in 1982

MOST RECEIVING YARDS: Carl Parker (L), 91 (six catches) in 1982 1985: LOWNDES, 10-0

MOST RECEPTIONS: Boo Mitchell (L), seven (61 yards) in 1982 —
uoo; VALUkJOIA, I/-O

LONG FIELD GOAL: Todd Peterson (V), 47 yds., 1987

LONG TD RUN: Carlos Parker (V), 34 yards, 1989 1987: VALDOSTA, 10-7

LONG TD PASS: Chris Overman to Rozell Orr (L), 72 yards, 1986 —
isoo: VALUUOI A. ^l-u

LONG TD DEFENSE: Derrick Folsom (V), 85 yds., interception, 1984

LONG TD KICK RETURN: Reginald Dandy (V), 74 yds., punt, 1986 1989: VALDOSTA,, 17-0
MOST POINTS (Career): Tony Anderson (V) and Isaac Caesar (V)

each scored 18 points; John Porter (V) scored 17 points. 1990: VALDOSTA, 16-7
—

TEAM HIGHS, LOWS AVERAGE STATS VHS LHS

MOST TOTAL YARDS: Valdosta, 294 yds., 1989 RUSHING YARDS 177.7 46.3

MOST RUSHING YARDS: Valdosta, 233 yds., 1989 PASSING YARDS 66.9 84.4

MOST PASSING YARDS: Lowndes, 223 yds., 1982 TOTAL YARDS 244.6 130.7

MOST TURNOVERS: Lowndes, seven in 1982 PASSES 55/142 73/213

BIGGEST QUARTER: Valdosta, 20 points, 2nd Q, 1988 TURNOVERS 23 29

Class AAAA Playoff 
Race Taking Shape
By GREG McILVAIN
Times News Editor

Penalties Dominate
VHS-Coffee Contest
By CHRIS JOHNSON 
Times Sports Writer

maining in the first half and with the 
Wildcats threatening to score again.

Can Valdosta High win a third 
Georgia Class AAAA state football ti­
tle in a row?

The road to that title will have 
from one to four stops, depending on 
the Wildcats’ success in the post-sea­
son. That road begins Nov. 22 at 
Cleveland Field, when Nick Hyder’s 
troops will meet Region 2-AAAA’s 
No. 2 team for the second-straight 
year. Last year, Valdosta blanked 
Northside of Warner Robins, 21-0 in 
the first-round game.

In Valdosta’s half of , the bracket 
this season are the No. 1 teams from 
regions 4, 5 and 8, along with the No. 
2 teams from regions 2, 3, 6 and 7. If 
it continued to win, the Wildcats 
would be on the road for the quar­
terfinal game (versus a team from 
region 3 or 4), at home for the semifi­
nal game and on the road for the 
state-title game.

That first-round opponent won’t be 
Northside (3-6 this season). Who will 
it be? Who will the other playoff 
teams be? Take this trip through the 
Class AAAA probabilities:

■LOCKED IN: Valdosta (9-0), with 
its sixth-straight Region 1-AAAA title. 
Tift County (6-3) is assured of being 
Region 1-AAAA’s No. 2 team, await­
ing a region-playoff game at the Dev­
ils Den Nov. 15 against either 
Colquitt County or Lowndes (see be­
low).

For the sixth consecutive year, Val­
dosta High School’s Wildcats are the 
Region 1-AAAA champions. The Wild­
cats spanked the Coffee High Trojans 
41-21 m Douglas Friday night in the 
Cats’ first road game of the season.

It was the most points the Cats 
have scored in a game this season. 
But with all the good numbers put 
up by Valdosta, there is one bad sta­
tistic that stands out — 13 penalties 
for 106 yards.

Many fans, coaches, administra­
tors, and onlookers were a bit dissat­
isfied with the officiating to say the 
least. But Valdosta head coach Nick 
Hyder had no problems with any 
calls that went against his team.

“I thought that with the intensity of 
the game and the types of multiple 
sets that Coffee gives you, they’re 
cocked and ready to fire, and that 
created a lot of problems,” Hyder 
said.

“We were guilty of everything they 
called on us. I don’t think the officials 
made up anything. I don’t think they 
called anything we weren’t guilty off. 
But that’s the nature of this game.”

Coffee was also hit with penalties. 
The Trojans were flagged nine times 
for 73 yards. In fact, one Valdosta 
drive was made up entirely of penal­
ties against Coffee. Valdosta drove 53 
yards on five Trojan penalties.

The strange drive started with no 
time remaining in the first half and 
with Valdosta 60 yards away from the 
Trojan end zone, but leading 27-0. 
The drive ended with no time re-

The unusual sequence of events 
started after Valdosta’s Trampis 
Wrice picked off a Shane Shook pas^ 
and returned it to the Cats’ 40-yard 
line. Coffee had elected to air the ball 
out on what they thought would be 
the final play of the first half. m

But Wrice knew what was coming 
because Shook had tried to hit re­
ceiver Johnny McFatten on the same 
sideline route on the two previous 
plays. Two practice plays was enough 
for Wrice to be ready the third time 
for the easy pickoff.

When Wrice was finally tackled at 
the Valdosta 40-yard line, many frus­
trated Coffee players began heading 
for the locker rooms. But an official 
called defensive clipping against Cof­
fee.

That moved Valdosta to the Trojan 
45-yard line from where it seemed 
the Cats were going to run the last 
play of the half with no time remain­
ing. But the first half excitement was 
far from over.

An offside call against the Trojans 
carried the Cats to the 40-yard line of 
Coffee, and the Trojan fans began to 
grumble along with the Coffee 
coaches. But the Cats and their fans 
were beginning to think about the 
possibiiites with no time remaining.

But the half ended with Valdosta 
quarterback Steve Everson throwing 
an interception. But wait — yet an­
other yellow flag, this time for a per­
sonal foul.

That took the Cats to the Trojan 
25. The Cats’ coaches then decided to 
go for three, but Ryan Sanderson 
missed a 42-yard field goal. Another 
yellow flag hit the field.
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I am a Valdosta High School stu­
dent, and on Thursday, Sept 12, we 
had a presentation from the Georgia 
Agrirama, which was a valuable edu­
cational experience in both American 
history and American literature.

A representative of Valdosta High 
School did contact various media 
agencies, and only one responded.

The school’s representative asked 
for The Valdosta Daily Times to par­
ticipate in covering the event. Appar­
ently, the Valdosta School Board and 
various Valdosta area businesses 
thought that this was an important 
event; otherwise, they would not 
have paid to have it happen.

I would hate to think that our own 
newspaper would just brush this off 
and not send anyone to cover this 
story. I am sure if someone had been 
caught selling drugs or in possession 
of a weapon, you would have had it 
hot on the press, but you must also

print the good things about our 
school.

If you cannot make time to cover 
your youth’s educational experiences, 
how do you expect the Valdosta citi­
zens will know how or what their fu­
ture generations are learning? Your 
business covers football, baseball and

other sports events at Valdosta and 
Lowndes High, among other area 
schools, every time one takes places, 
but don’t you think it is of equal, if 
not more, importance to cover our 
scholastic events?

Chris Thomas A 
Valdosta

Yes, It Was
A Cold One
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. By STAN GRUBB
Special To The Tinies

WINNERSVILLE, U.S.A. — Long before kickoff, the 
Valdosta High Wildcats, the Lowndes High Vikings and 
both teams’ fans were preparing for another battle. 
But this battle was one of survival and not scoring.

Mother Nature greeted the Winnersville Classic 
teams and fans with cold weather.

The predicted weather before the contest was one 
of swirling winds and a swiftly droping temperature. 
The gametime temperature was 40 degrees, with the 
wind gusting out of the northeast.

With the elements not conducive to South Georgia 
-football, both teams dug in and the fans constantly — 

shaking on every snap.
“There’s really nothing more you can do except go 

out and play football,” said Lowndes High defensive 
tackle Anthony Hargett. “The weather didn’t cause any 
problems. Valdosta did. Sure, we all took precautions 
and dressed according to the change in weather. But 
you still have to go out and play football.”

While most players bundled up for the collision on 
the field, the fans were put to the test as well.

According to lac Weaver, it’s just football weather.
“I just like being part of a game like this. It doesn’t 

matter to me what the weather is,” he said. “The kids 
seem to adapt to this type stuff better than we fans. _ 
I guess being on the move during the game certainly 
helps in cold weather. It was great.”

Valdosta High coach Nick Hyder addressed the cold 
weather as just a part of the football game. In fact, 
VHS’ head man said the cold weather was never dis-
cussed.

“I just feel the kids should be smart enough to know 
to bundle up,” Hyder stated. “It’s there, it’s a part of 
the game this time of year, but our youngsters were 
prepared. You either let it affect you, or you don’t.”

After a 7-3 lead by the top-ranked Wildcats at inter­
mission, VHS picked up steam. The Vikings, on the 
other hand, seemed a bit frozen on the Martin Stadium 
field.

By game’s end, it was Valdosta who put the Vikings 
in the deep-freeze tallying a 32-3 victory.

“It felt fine to me out there tonight,” said Valdosta 
High quarterback Steve Everson. “I was caught in the 
middle on wether or not to wear gloves. I chose not 
to because I wanted a true feel of the football in my 
hands.

“We never talked about the weather,” he said. “The 
only problem I could see was just the wind. Without 
the wind, it would have been pretty-much another 
night.”

According to many, the wind played the biggest role 
in the contest. .

“It made things tough out there because down in 
this area you’re just not accustomed to it,” said Low­
ndes High linebacker Randall Godfrey. “It’s hard to 
understand it unless you’re out there. There was no 
extra preparation for the weather. I enjoyed a good 
game in the cold weather for a change.”

CM



CO

0)

0) 
O)

co I
CD

V
al

do
st

a 
H

ig
h 

Sc
ho

ol
 S

tu
de

nt
s O

n 
H

on
or

 R
ol

l



6-B Sunday, November 3,1991 Lively Arts
High School Students 
Vie Off Football Field
By SUSAN A. SMIGIELSKI
Times Staff Writer

The Winnersville High School Art 
Contest will come back to the Cultu­
ral Arts Center Monday.

The more-than-30 participants are 
from the classrooms of Lowndes 
High School teacher Deborah Bar­
nard and Valdosta High School’s 
Patsy Smith and Sherry Bennett, 
said Burton Bright, executive direc­
tor of the Lowndes-Valdosta Arts 
Commission.

“We had so many comments of ap­
preciation from parents last year, 
and it was so well received by the 
community that we decided to make 
it an annual event,” Bright said.

Last year the top placing senior 
winner was offered a particular 
scholarship to Valdosta State College 
by Art Department Chairman Lanny 
Milbrandt, he added.

The exhibit will have two and three 
dimensional art from watercolors to 
painted furniture to pencil drawings, 
he said.

In addition to regular judging by 
local artists, commission and com­
munity members, the exhibit will 
have a “People’s Choice Award,” 
Bright said.

“This is what the center is all 
about — showcasing and nurturing 
young artists,” he said.

The event is hosted by the Cultural 
Arts Guild, Greenleaf Center, Har­
mon Trophies and the Framing 
Workshop.

A reception will be given from 5 
p.m.-7 p.m. Monday at the center.

Valdosta Student Attends
Youth Leaders Conference
By SUSAN A. SMIGIELSKI
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta High School student Wil­
liam Whitesell recently returned 
from the National Young Leaders 
Conference in Washington, D.C.

Whitesell was chosen to meet with 
about 350 outstanding high school 
students from around the nation in 
the conference sponsored by the 
Congressional Youth Leadership 
Council.

This year’s theme was “The Lead­
ers of Tomorrow Meeting the Lead­
ers of Today.”

Whitesell met with key leaders and 
newsmakers from the three branches 
of government.

To discuss policy issues and focus 
on topics of local concern, Whitesell 
also met with Georgia Senators 
Wyche Fowler and Sam Nunn and 
with Rep. Charles Hatcher, D-Ga. 
and members of their offices.

Whitesell said he attended a Sen­
ate vote at Capitol Hill where he sat 
in the Senate and House galleries.

The Associated Press

From left, Mike Starr, Jennifer Edwards and Julie Dietrich 
enjoy looking at each other’s art work in the high school 
exhibit at the Cultural Arts Center — Photo By Paid Leavy.

were paired with someone from a dif­
ferent part of the country.

The conference ended with “The

WILLIAM WHITESELL
Votes In Mock Congress

One of the highlights was a press 
conference entitled The Media and 
Society with such members of the 
media as Eleanor Clift of Newsweek 
and Jed Duvall of ABC News, he 
said.

Another interesting point was the 
pairing of roommates. Most people

Mock Congress on Gun Control” dur­
ing which attendees assumed the 
role of the nation’s representatives 
and debated, lobbied and discussed 
the proposed handgun legislation.

He said during the Mock Congress 
he voted for a week-long waiting pe­
riod.

Whitesell said he learned much 
about the political system and stu­
dents from around the country.

Founded in 1985, the council is a 
non-profit, non partisan education or­
ganization committed to recognizing 
outstanding youth and providing 
them with “hands-on” civic learning 
experiences in Washington, D.C.

Whitesell is an Eagle Scout, a 
member of the Key Club, the Honor 
Society, Fellowship of Christian Ath­
letes and tennis team. He has been 
named in Who's Who Among Ameri­
can High School Students. Whitesell 
is also a member of the Beta Club, 
Interact and Science Club. He is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. James J. White­
sell of Valdosta.

Rudolph 
Sparks 
Jackets.

ATLANTA — Wake Forest just 
seems to bring out the best in Aloha 
Bowl-bound Georgia Tech.

The Yellow Jackets needed a vic­
tory over the Demon Deacons Satur­
day to secure a post-season trip to 
Hawaii on Christmas Day and did so 
with an easy 27-3 victory.

Last year Tech clinched its first- 
ever Atlantic Coast Conference 
championship by routing Wake For­
est 42-7 to earn a Citrus Bowl berth 
enroute to a No. 2 national ranking.

On Saturday freshman running 
back Jimy Lincoln led the offense 
with 101 rushing yards and a touch­
down while tackle Coleman Rudolph 
keyed a defense that allowed Wake 
Forest only 149 yards as Tech won 
its 17th consecutive home game.

Tech (7-4 overall and 5-2 in the 
ACC) closes out its regular season 
Nov. 30 against Georgia, then makes 
its second consecutive bowl appear­
ance for the first time since the 1971 
Peach and 1972 Liberty bowls.

Quarterback Shawn Jones, who 
passed for 162 yards, including a 29- 
yard touchdown to Jason McGill and 
ran for another 49 yards to break 
three school records, also was 
pleased with the trip.

Tech had a frustrating first-half 
Saturday in which the Yellow Jackets 
outgained Wake Forest (2-8, 1-6) 251­
59 but only led 10-3 on Lincoln’s 3- 
yard TD run and a 22-yard field goal 
by Scott Sisson.

The Yellow Jackets rolled in the 
second half, however, getting an 18- 
yard field goal from Sisson in the 
third and a touchdown run.

Wake Forest’s only score came on 
a 22-yard field goal by Mike Green 
only 1:17 into the game.

But Tech had something to do with 
that, especially Rudolph, who sacked 
quarterback Keith West twice for 24 
yards in losses and now has an ACC- 
leading 13 sacks on the season.

FAST 
FACT

The No. 1 ranked 11-0 Valdosta High 
Wildcats will travel to LaGrange Friday 
night to battle the No. 2 ranked 12-0 
Grangers at 8 in GHSA state quarterfinal 

■ football playoff action. The Cats hold an 
■ 11-4 advantage against the Grangers.

Sunday, November 24,1991
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From Page 1-B
After working at Delta Air Lines 

for 30 years, Ratliff is now enjoying 
his retirement.

Blanton also took the time to pre­
sent Shiver to the crowd in atten­
dance.

“‘Scat’ was a great offensive and 
defensive player,” added Blanton. 
“He was the best athlete on the 
team. I’m proud of him because foot­
ball made him. That is what sports 
is all about.” .

“It was a real shock getting the 
letter,” said Shiver. “It never crossed 
my mind that I would get such an 
honor. Whatever I accomplished, I 
owe to two people — my older 
brother Carl, who was my mentor 
coming up and the other fellow in 
the back of the room, Coach Wright 
Bazemore, who is the greatest high 
school coach that has ever lived. 
This really means a lot.”

Shiver has the distinction of being 
a member of Coach Bobby Hook’s 
1940 state championship team as 
well as a member of Coach Wright 
Bazemore’s first Valdosta High Wild­
cat team. He starred at VHS from 
1938-1942.

Shiver went on to enjoy an out­
standing athletic career at Tulane 
and Auburn, which was sandwiched 
around duty in the U.S. Navy. Upon 
gradu ng from Auburn, he started 
his cc. hing career with stints at 
O’Keefe High Terrell County Hiph

and Cairo High. Shiver retired from 
the MacMillan Publishing Company 
in 1985. .

Ellis Clary, who was inducted into 
the Hall of Fame in 1978, introduced 
Strom.

“‘Step’ could root and scoot for the 
institute,” stated Clary “He could 
play. He was a great football player 
and track man. I’ve never seen any­
body run kicks back like ‘Step’ 

. could.”
“I’ve done a little, but I had 10 

other players on the field that 
worked with me,” added Strom.

Strom was a football and track star 
at VHS from 1930-33. As a senior, he 
was voted Co-Captain of the football 
team. Strom also earned all-confer­
ence honors three times for his 
exploits on the gridiron. He also cap­
tured three, distreit medals in track 
in 1932 and 1933. Upon graduating 
from VHS, Strom became an electri­
cian. He is retired as a Master Elec­
trician.

Archie Griffin, who joined this elite 
circle of athletes in 1986, presented 
Dowling.

“Glenn still officiates high school 
games,” said Griffin. “In fact, he’s 
officiated so many games that when 
he sees 11 people standing around 
together, he asks if they need a ref­
eree.

“There is not a finer person or 
gentleman than Glenn Dowling.”

Dowling starred for the Wildcats

from 1946-1949. He was also Captain 
of the ’49 squad. After graduating 
from VH§, Dowling went on to 
attend Valdosta State College and 
graduated from the Chicago School 
of Podiatric Medicine. He is still in 
active practice in Albany. Dowling 
also has 31 years experience as a 
high school football official in 
Georgia. , „ ’

The Valdosta-Lowndes County 
Sports Hall of Fame also tabbed for­
mer Valdosta High quarterback Alton 
Hitson as the Athlete of the Year. 
Hitson, who signed a football schol­
arship with Georgia Southern, quar­
terbacked the Cats to back-to-back 
state football titles in 1989 and 1990. 
He was a three-year letterman at ■ 
VHS in both football and baseball.

Also singled out with Special 
Achievement Awards were: STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS: Valdosta High 
Wildcats; ALL-AMERICANS: Chan 
Dixon, VSC Women’s Tennis; Eric 
Anderson, VSC Men’s Tennis, Deon 
Searcy, VSC Football; David Yar- 
niitsky, VSC Golf; ALL-STATE: 
Nancy Smith, Lowndes High Girl’s 
Tennis; Jeffrey Thomas, Lowndes 
High Football; Chris Wright, Low­
ndes High Boy’s Track; Shaun Eild- 
ers, Valdosta High Football; Alton 
Hitson, Valdosta High Football; Joe 
Wright, Valdosta High Football; Chris 
LaMontagne, Valwood Football; 
Dude Thomas, Valwood Football and 
Chris Watson, Valwood Football.
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Literary Guild Members 
Hear’ From Bette Davis

By ANN GUNTER
Literary Guild

Fans of veteran Literary Guild re­
viewer Beverly Hickox were treated 
to another “First Person Singular” 
presentation at their October meet­
ing. Mrs. Hickox, an English teacher 
at Valdosta High School, has in past 
reviews brought to life the memoirs 
?i.,t,he Duchess of Windsor and Mrs 
Millard Fillmore.

For this review she drew on two 
biographies, Fasten Your Seat Belts 
by Lawrence Quirk and My Mother’s 
Keeper by B. D. Hyman, to paint a 
panoramic view of the life and times 
of glamorous film star Bette Davis. 
Then, donning appropriate accesso­
ries, she assumed the persona of 
Miss Davis and used the actress’ 
own words from her autobiography, 
This ’n That, to express her acerbic 
views on a wide variety of topics.

Born in 1908, Miss Davis achieved 
a dazzling theatrical career spanning 
more than half a century, but her 
professional triumph was inter­
spersed with personal tragedy. Re­
jection by a cold, domineering father 
in her childhood predisposed all her 
future relationships with men to fail­
ure. Married four times, she never 
enjoyed a stable relationship with 

| any of her husbands. Her only daugh­
ter, B. D. Hyman, was to pen a scath­
ing denouncement of her role as a 
mother. She and her fourth husband 
Gary Merrill, adopted two children 
but the daughter, Margot, was men­
tally retarded. Despite her personal 
heartaches, Miss Davis maintained a 
high public profile, and gave gener­
ously ,of herself in many worthwhile 
activities. Her favorite charity was 
the Hollywood Canteen, to which she 
gave many hours of service during 
WWII.

Miss Davis’ film career is legend­
ary. She regarded as her greatest 
movies, “Dark Victory,” “Jezebel”

Donning appropriate accessories, Beverly Hickox 
assumes the persona of Bette Davis to entertain members of 
Literary Guild — Literary Guild Photo.

and “Whatever Happened to Baby 
Jane?” Her favorite actor was Claud 
Rains. She admired Burt Reynolds 
and enjoyed working with Jimmy 
Stewart. She was involved in an on­
going feud with Joan Crawford. She 
found Ronald Reagan “dull.” Her re- 
markaoie career continuea wen into 
the 1980s. Some local residents will 
recall that she participated in the 
filming of an HBO movie in Valdosta 
in the mid-1980s, When Summers

Die. Always willing to be interviewed 
and quoted, she gave her last press 
interview in Paris three days before 
her death in 1989. One of her last no­
table quotes was, “Old age is no 
place for sissies.”

Adding to the glamour motif of the 
luncheon meeting were colorful ac­
cessories — hats, gloves and jewelry 
- arranged by decoration committee 
chairman Marguerite Ford.

Vikings-----
From Page 1-B

j jeJ?es’ three 8c°res and we really 
didn t get to touch the ball hardly at

“Before we knew it, there we were 
- 22 points down instead of four 
points down.”
Mih^Tkrt'" inserted sophomore 
Mike Thompson at quarterback on
^s fourth series °f the sec­

ond half, trying to get an option 
attack going. “We had been trying to 
misdirect the defense all night,” said 
T^berhn. “We couldn’t execute 
anything else, so we went to what we 
had hoped to get to a lot sooner in 
tn£,game ~ some option plays.”

Thompson’s first pass was almost 
in^oopted, however, and the 
Vuongs’ hope for a drive withered 
into a punt from deep within their 
own territory again. The Wildcats 
took over on the Lowndes 44 and

Fight 

TiUEnd
By MURRAY COLEMAN
Times Sports Writer

“I was kind of surprised. I didn’t 
think they’d lay down like they did. 
We had a couple of breaks and they 
folded.”

— A statement by a Valdosta High 
Wildcat about last year’s 
Winnersville Classic printed up as 
posters this week at Lowndes High.

WINNERSVILLE, U.S.A. - In his 
pregame speech before Friday’s 
Winnersville Classic game, Vikings 
head coach Rick Tomberlin reminded 
his players of the signs hanging near 
their lockers.

“Don’t let down — you’ve got to 
play four quarters of solid football,” 
he said. “We’re not talking about win­
ning and losing. This is a matter of 
pride and self-respect.”

Even though the Vikings wound up 
getting clobbered by their cross-town 
rivals, 32-3, Tomberlin said af­
terwards that he felt his plavers had 
done well. “They played hard and 
they didn’t give up,” he said. “We 
played hard and Valdosta played 
hard. I’m not dissatisfied at all.”

Tomberlin blamed poor execution 
at the start of the second half as the 
team’s downfall. “The players were a 
little anxious and keyed up coming 
out in the third quarter,” he said. 
“We were only down by four points, 
so they were pressing hard to get the 
kickoff and take some momentum.”

But an interception and a fumble 
on Lowndes High’s two opening pos­
sessions after intermission led to 
quick Wildcat scores, forcing Tom­
berlin and his staff to throw out their 
carefully conceived game plan to play 
catchup.

Even with a steady stream of ad­
justments after the miscues, nothing 
seemed to work. On their third series 
of the second half, the Vikings got 
nowhere after three plays, resulting 
in a punt from within Lowndes 
High’s own end zone, providing Val­
dosta High excellent field position 
the third time it touched the ball in 
the second half.

The Wildcats took advantage, boot­
ing a 28-yard field goal for a 25-3 lead 
with 2:36 left in the third quarter. 
“That’s when I think the kids’ bubble 
really burst,” said Tomberlin. “Three

See VIKINGS, Page 2-B

z*de"^ So™ sa“""* “"got

The initial play of the first series 
was a trap, followed by a sweep 
Those plays worked well, picking up 
a first down. On the third play 
though, a bootleg by starting quar­
terback Jamie DeLoach was inter­
cepted. “It was just a 
miscommunication between the 
quarterback and the receiver ” 
explained Tomberlin. “The receiver 
went too far in his pattern, and

T^ Lowndes High coaching staff The second series was . supposed 
had decided at halftime to come out ^° ^^ ^e Wildcats’ insidedefenses 
after intermission with a series of with two dives and then another boot 
“teX t0 iset ^ I11*, P888^ game, eg by DeLoach. The turnover ruined
Those plans kind of went down the P16 Vikings’ plans, forcing them to co

drain after the turnover, and when *“ ,h“ --*<- —•------------
we tried to regroup on the second 
senes, we fell further behind - not 
just on the scoreboard but also in 
our offensive strategy.”

to die option with an over-emphasis 
on forcing the passing game, accord-

“No matter what happened on the 
scoreboard, I still feel like we have 
a good football team," he said. “I’m 
proud of the dedication all the play­
ers gave to our program this sea­
son.” • > .

Vikings’ tailback Billy Poole said 
« !^JW with ^ teammates’ 

effort “Give the Wildcats credit" he

“I think everybody on’ this team 
hope they go all the way and win the 
state championship.*



Valdosta
Defense
Dominates
By CHRIS JOHNSON
Times Sports Writer

WINNERSVILLE, U.S.A. - If any­
one drove by Martin Stadim Friday 
night and saw the 32-3 score on the 
scoreboard, it would be hard to know 
what an excellent job the Valdosta 
High defense did.

It appeared early in the 11th an­
nual Winnersville Classic that the 
Valdosta Wildcats were going to put 
themselves in a hole by committing 
two quick turnovers which gave Low­
ndes High possession twice in Wild­
cat territory.

But the Cats’ defense gave a pre­
view of what was to come for the rest 
of the night when it rose to hold the 
Lowndes Vikings to only three points 
off the two turnovers. Holding the 
Vikes to three points is more impres­
sive when you consider that the sec­
ond turnover gave the Vikes 
possession at the Wildcats’ five-yard 
line.

The first turnover gave Lowndes 
possession at the Valdosta 44-yard 
line. The Cats’ defense rose to stop 
the Vikes on three plays.

The defense kept the Cats out of 
danger, but the offense immediately 
made another mistake. Valdosta 
quarterback Steve Everson mis­
handled the snap from center and 
gave Lowndes possession deep in 
Cats’ territory. The defense would 
not budge again, and the Cats gained 
a bit of a moral victory down only 3-0.

“We did a good job of holding them 
to three instead of a touchdown,” 
Valdosta defensive line coach Larry 
Jester said. “All week long our kids 
have been wanting to play. They 
were up for this game, and there 
were a lot of things going on this 
week that kind of added fuel to the fi­
re.”

Everson took the blame for the 
turnover that resulted in Lowndes’ 
only score. “It was just poor commu­
nication with the center,” Everson 
said. “We were bringing two different 
centers in during the game, and I 
wasn’t aware of who was in. It was

It’S Valdosta, 32-3^- Sat t Mo f

.. Valdo8ta High linebacker Marcus Williams 
(44) awaits an oncoming BiUy Poole of Low­
ndes High (1) during Friday night’s 10th 
anniversary WinnersviUe Classic high school 
football game at Martin Stadium. Valdosta 
High (10-0) finished the 1991 regular season 
unbeaten and Region 1-AAAA champs for the 
sixth-straight year with a 32-3 win over Low-

Evers ^ G‘3? VHS <I“a^back Steve 
WflX a 7^ rF tW° touchd°™« and the 

« .?fen9e hmited the Viking offense to 
two first downs and 35 total yards. The came 
W“9 P1we5 bef°re a 8eUout crowd at ‘he Low­
ndes High campus stadium. More on the 

nt" onLthe atmosphere, in Sports —
Times Photo by Paul Leavy

my fault”
Valdosta head coach Nick Hyder 

was not happy with the turnovers, 
but was glad to see his defense rise 
to the occasion. “Our defense played

See WILDCATS, Page 2-B

Wildcats—
From Page 1-B

well,” he said. “It’s a team thing. 
Our defense rose up and played well 
when they had to.”

But the Cats offense would finally 
move without dropping the ball, and 
that gave the defense a chance to 
dominate instead of protect the end 
zone.

To say that the defense dominated 
may be a bit of an understatement. 
The Cats’ defense held Lowndes to 
only two first downs) and 35 yards 
total offense. They also held the 
Vikings to a mere 15 yards rushing 
on 29 attempts. They frustrated 
quart? hacks Jamie DeLoach and 
Mike ompson, who completed only 
two ot 12 passes for 20 yards.

“It all started from the kickoff,” 
said senior Valdosta defensive end 
Nick Reed. “I had my best hits on 
the kickoffs. We got a lot of pressure 
on the quarterbacks, and got a cou­
ple of sacks. We kind of shut down 
their running game.”

“We just waited for the offense to 
catch up With us, and then we had 
a good game,” Reed added.

“Our kids were ready, and they 
were fired up," said Valdosta 
defensive coordinator Charles Tar­
pley. “If we would not have had 
those two fumbles in the first quarter 
when we were with the wind, I think 
it would have been a good South 
Georgia ...”

“But we played well,” Tarpley 
added. “And the offense, except for

the two fumbles they had, they 
played great” • •

It was Lowndes who committed 
the turnovers in the second half with 
the help of some good defense by the 
Cats. Jason Jelks made a circus ' 
catch' on an interception and Dexter 
Daniels pounced on a loose ball for 
two quick turnovers " in the third 
quarter. . rfM. |

One of the big differences between 
Lowndes and Valdosta Friday night 
was that Valdosta was able to capi­
talize on the turnovers recovered by 

■the Cats’ defense. - *
' “The defense got as the ball for ■ 
the touchdowns in the third quarter,” J *

’ Hyder said. “It helps to capitalize on f 
those turnovers.” . -
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Sports gibe BalMa Baifo #ime|
Saturday, November 23,1991

Everson, Cats Riddle Raiders
By MIKE GRUBB
Times Sports Editor

Valdosta High junior quarterback 
Steve Everson threw four touchdown 
passes as the No. 1 ranked 11-0 Wild­
cats steamrolled the 9-3 Northeast 
Macon High Raiders, 49-19, in the 
opening round of the GHSA Class 
AAAA state football playoffs at Cleve­
land Field Friday night.

The top-ranked Cats, who are also 
ranked No. 2 in the USA Today’s na­
tional prep Top 25 football poll, will 
travel to LaGrange Friday night to 
battle the No. 2 ranked Grangers in 
quarterfinal playoff action. LaGrange 
upended Statesboro, 33-20, in opening 
round state playoff action.

The Raiders, the No. 2 team out of 
Region 2-AAAA, stunned the Cleve­
land Field crowd by grabbing an 
early 7-0 lead in the opening quarter. 
After a 19-yard Valdosta punt gave 
NE Macon good field position at the 
Cats’ 41-yard line with 6:08 left in the 
first quarter. Running back Rendall 
Jackson, who rushed four times for 
107 yards, capped off the seven-play, 
41-yard scoring drive with 16-yard 
touchdown run through the middle of 
the VHS defense. Sanchez Graham 
tacked on the PAT as the upstart 
Raiders had a 7-0 lead with 2:30 re­
maining in the first period.

On the Cats’ second possession of 
the night, Valdosta’s high-octane of-

fense began to click on all cylinders. 
With Everson at the controls, the 
Cats’ offense promptly marched 56 
yards in nine plays to even things at 
7-7. Everson, who was 10 of 11 pass­
ing for 126 yards on the night, con­
nected with tight end Shadrick Green 
on a 12-yard scoring strike with 10:29 
left in the half. Dow Drury, a four­
time All-Region performer for VHS, 
added the PAT to even things at 7-7.

Undaunted, NE Macon answered 
right back. Jackson ripped through 
the Cats’ defense for an 83-yard 
touchdown run on the first play from 
scrimmage following VHS’ game-ty­
ing touchdown to recapture the lead 
at 13-7 with 9:55 remaining in the 
second quarter. VHS stormed 
through to the block the conversion 
attempt.

“We knew Northeast Macon had 
enormous speed,” stated Hyder as 
his Cats increased their unbeaten 
streak to 33 games. “Our youngsters 
came back and played hard.”

Like champions, the Cats an­
swered right back, driving 75 yards 
in three plays to capture the l^ad for 
good. Running back Alfred Barnes, 
who rushed for 67 yards on five car­
ries, broke free on a 66-yard touch­
down jaunt with 8:17 left in the half. 
Drury’s PA? gave the Cats a 14-13 
lead they would never relinquish.

All-Region cornerback Tram- 
pis Wrice, who had two of the Cats’

three interceptions on the night, set 
the Cats’ offense up with good field 
position at the NE Macon 48-yard 
line after picking off an errant Der­
rick Caple pass. Seven plays later, 
Everson found All-Region wide re­
ceiver Brice Hunter in the right cor­
ner of the end zone for a 13-yard 
touchdown pass with 2:44 left in the 
second quarter. Drury’s conversion 
gave Valdosta a 21-13 advantage.

After forcing a 31-yard Raider punt 
on the next possession, the Cats took 
over at their own 34-yard line with 
1:50 showing on the clock. Three 
plays later, Everson and Hunter 
hooked up for yet another touch­
down. This time, Everson found 
Hunter streaking down the right 
sideline with a 52-yard scoring strike. 
Drury’s PAT ended the Cats’ 28-point 
second quarter scoring barrage as 
VHS took a 28-13 lead into the locker­
room at intermission.

The Cats came out in the second 
half and picked right up where they 
had left off. Valdosta marched 48 
yards in four plays after receiving the 
second half kickoff to take control of 
the game, 35-13. VHS running back 
Albert Edmonds, who churned out 73 
yards on nine carries, capped off the 
scoring drive with a 33-yard touch­
down run. Drury’s fifth conversion of 
the night staked VHS to a 35-13 lead.

Valdosta defensive lineman Tim 
McClain recovered a NE Macon fum-

ble on the Raiders’ 20-yard line on 
the next possesion. Everson con­
nected with Mike Roberts on an 
eight-yard scoring pass to capped off 
the three-play drive and increase 
VHS’ lead to 41-13. Ryan Sanderson 
added the PAT and VHS had a 42-13 
advantage with 8:58 left in the third 
quarter.

With senior quarterback Jamey 
Waters at the helm of the Cats’ of­
fense, Valdosta drove 49 yards in 
eight plays with its next possession 
to grab a 49-13 lead. Brian Wiseman 
finished off the scoring march with a 
one-yard plunge at the 3:39 mark of 
the third quarter. Alan Sanderson 
tacked on the PAT to round out the 
Cats’ scoring barrage.

NE Macon added a meaningless 
touchdown late in the final quarter as 
Michael Barron scored on a five-yard 
run with 3:53 left to make the final 
score, 49-19.

“They’ve got athletes,” added VHS 
defensive coordinator Charles Tar­
pley following the game. “This week 
has always been miserable for us. 
Our kids play bad and the fans don’t 
come out, but after we fell behind, 
the fans and the kids got into it.”

The Valdosta Touchdown Club will 
be sponsoring a chartered bus to La­
Grange Friday night for quarterfinal 
playoff action. For more information, 
contact Jon Burch at 241-7567.

0
k VALDOSTA, 

49-19

N—Rendall Jackson 16 run (Sanchez Graham 
kick)
V—Shadrick Green 12 pass from Steve Everson 
(Dow Drury kick)
N—Jackson 83 run (Kick failed)
V—Alfred Bames 66 run (Drury kick)
V—Brice Hunter 13 pass from Everson (Drury kick)
V—Hunter 52 pass from Everson (Drury kick)
V—Albert Edmonds 33 run (Drury kick)
V—Mike Roberts 8 pass from Everson (Ryan Sand­
erson kick)
V—Brian Wiseman 1 run (Alan Sanderson kick)
N—Michael Barron 5 run (Run failed)

NE MACON 7 6 0 6-19
VALDOSTA 0 28 21 0-49

NE MACON

13 
32-271
79 
350 
3-13-3 
3-32.7 
4-1 
8-55

VALDOSTA

First downs 
Rushes-yards 

Passing yards 
Totalyards

Passes
Punts-avg. 

Fumbles-lost 
Penalties-yards

19 
4b248 

126 
374 

10-12-0 
3-33.3 

2-0 
4-20

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—NE Macon, Rendall Jackson 4-107, 
Rico Council 14-67, Michael Barron 9-64, LaFayette 
Grimes 2-17. Mack Iverson 1-11, Derrick Caple 2-5. 
Valdosta, Albert Edmonds 9-73, Alfred Bames 5-67, 
David Williams 3-30, Brian Wiseman 4-30, Sam 
Thomas 2-27, Nakia McMullen 4-22, Steve Everson 6­
11, Joseph Edwards 1-6, Brian Thomas 1-4, Jamey 
Waters 1-0, John Bell 2-(minus 5), John Greene 3- 
(minus 17).

PASSING—NE Macon, Derrick Caple 3-13-3-79. 
Valdosta, Steve Everson 10-11-0-126, Jamey Waters 
0-1-0-0.

RECEIVING—NE Macon, Cedric Jones 1-49, Mi­
chael Barron 1-23, Mario Chester 1-7. Valdosta, Brice 
Hunter 3-62, Shadrick Green 3-37, Chris Rocker 1-17, 
Mike Roberts 2-15, Albert Edmonds l-(minus 5).

Valdosta High quarterback Steve Everson man Darrell Balkcom (50) as the No. 1 ranked 
(1), who threw four touchdown passes, tries to Cats routed NE Macon, 49-19 — Times Photo 
elude the pass rush NE Macon defensive line- by Jeff Allen.
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Valdosta Faculty 
Honors Students
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Each month a representative cross 
section of Valdosta High School stu­
dents who are striving to achieve 
their academic best are honored for 
their efforts.

They are selected by the faculty 
members for consistently demon­
strating academic performance, work 
ethic, cooperative and positive attitu- 
de/behavior and regular attendance.

The following persons were chosen 
as Students of the Month for Octo­
ber: Bobby Albritton, Terri Albritton, 
Rebecca Barnette, Quiana Barrett, 
Sadigua Blackmon, Laurie Campbell, 
Teresa Edwards, Bert Eidson, Te­
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Valdosta High 
School

Written and Compiled 
By VHS Students
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resa Fiffie, Cedric Gosier, Larry 
Green, Parker Grow, Chris Hall, Mor­
ris Hall, Meg Hiers, Dashanti Jeffer­
son, David Jenkins, Rodney D. Jones, 
Reggie Jordan, Michelle Levy, Don­
ald Lowery, Kisha Mathis, Katrina 
Maxwell, Andre Mazion, Tory McKin­
non, Courtney Minchew, Stephanie 
O’Neal, Jason Page, Jennifer Powell, 
Russell Richardson, Gary Ross, 
Rhoda Ross, Cindy Rumph, James 
Scott, Meredith Tart, Adrian Wash­
ington, William Whitesell, Keisa Wil­
liams, Shahanda Williams, Jennifer 
Willis, Franklin Wiseman and Jason 
Yearby.

Two students honored for Septem­
ber but inadvertently omitted from 
last month’s list by the VHS Aca-

demic Booster Club were Anitra Coo­
per and Clarence Scurry.
■ Y-Club Induction: The y- 
Club of Valdosta High School had 
its induction for its officers and 
members at the school Oct. 28.

Officers present were Aldrich 
Graham, vice president; Quinlin 
Parker, vice president; Kemisha 
Davis, secretary; Tina Costello, as­
sistant secretary; and Alyisia 
Walker, publicity chairman.

The members present were 
Keyshia Quarterman, Kina Adams, 
Geveda Patrick, Dana Pompey and 
Jimmy Fields. The adviser present 
was Joyce Lewis, and the guest 
speaker was Beth Jarvis, South­
west District coordinator from Tif­
ton —By Tina Costello.
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49-19, in the opening round of the Georgia 
High School Association’s Class AAAA state 
playoff VHS battles No. 2 LaGrange Friday 
night — Times Photo by Jeff Allen.

Valdosta High running back Alfred Barnes 
(20) breaks free on a 66-yard touchdown run 
in the second quarter as the No. 1 ranked Cats 
dropped the Northeast Macon High Raiders,

The Valdosta Daily Times

Noteworthy
■ Named Ambassador:
Saundra Harris, a 
nursing major 
from Valdosta, 
was selected for 
one of the most 
prestigious stu­
dent positions at 
Abraham Baldwin 
College in Tifton, 
the Abraham 
Baldwin Ambassa­
dors.

At Valdosta
High School, Ms. HARRIS 
Harris was vice president of the 
Foreign Language Club and a 
member of Vocational Industrial 
Clubs of America and Future 
Homemakers of America. She was 
named Homecoming Queen and 
received the Academic Excellence 
Award.

Life At VHS Full In 1955-56 ‘Sandspur
By JOY M. HILL
Tinies Staff Writer

The Sandspur, Valdosta High 
School’s annual yearbook, was 
founded by the 1942 class of VHS. 
Before that, the last issue was 
printed in 1929 but was disbanded 
during the Depression years, accord­
ing to the Lowndes County Historical 
Society. „

The 1956 edition of the Sandspur 
was produced by an editorial staff of 
13 students and one faculty advisor 
— Fredeva Ogletree.

It was dedicated to Marguerite 
Ford for her helpfulness and under­
standing; her careful, thoughtful 
guidance and the interest she 
showed in all the activities of the 
VHS students, according to the year­
book.

The 1955-56 school year was full 
and busy with 13 honor graduates 
and two tables of trophies, according 
to the historical society.

William Adams was congratulated 
by Superintendent W.G. Nunn, who 
presented him with the bond given to 
the Most Outstanding Senior, accord­
ing to the historical society.

Gail Parrish was awarded the 
D.A.R. Citizenship medal by Miss Og-

U ’ •
ietree and any seniors who made 100 
on the State Spelling Test were 
awarded a silver dollar by Nunn.

Seniors chosen as outstanding by 
faculty members because of scholas­
tic records, leadership, cooperation 
and personalities were Joan Dvorak, 
Mack Riggs, Gail Parrish, William 
Adams, Bill Jenkins, Marcus Smith, 
Bennett Owens, Dian Smith, Barbara 
Duke and Paul Cook

Senior officers were Mack Riggs, 
president; Marcus Smith, vice presi­
dent; Sandra Clements, secretary 
and Gail Parrish, treasurer.

The Board of Education consisted 
of F.G. Eldridge, Ralph Thoxton, Mrs. 
D.L. Burns, Mrs. William Par­
amenter, Homer Eberhardt, Dlement 
Greene, Conrad Williams, S.L. Mason 
and Eddie Laws.

Rubye McKinney, who taught En­
glish for many years and retired in 
1958, received an award from the 
Elks Club for her outstanding work 
in the high school, according to the 
historical society.

Howell Martin, who was principal 
of VHS in 1955, was described as al­
ways being ready to help the stu­
dents and give advice to them for 
important decisions.

“His interest in our lives and deci­
sions has developed a close harmony

The Valdosta High School yearbook 1955­
56: first row, Joan Dvorak, AI Forthe, Claire 
Squires, William Adams, Dian Smith, Karen 
Belcher, Gloria Boyette, Sandra Peck; second

row, Billy Gulliver, Billy Rykard, Dickey Cop- 
pedge, Miss Redeva Ogletree, Alan Pendleton, 
Erroll Sewell — Valdosta High School Sand­
spur Photo.

between him and the students,” a de­
scription in the yearbook read.

There were many groups and orga­
nizations represented in the 1955-56 
Sandspur including the Student 
Council, Beta Club, Ground Observer 
Corps, Dramatic Club, Key Club, Sci­
ence Club, V Club, Commercial Club,

Gamma Tri-Hi-Y, Alpha Tri-Hi-Y, Fu­
ture Homemakers of America, Fu­
ture Teachers of America, Sports 
Club, Junior Police, D.C.T. Club, Dis­
tributive Education Club, Glee Club 
and Wildcat Band.

Sports included football, baseball, 
basketball, track, golf, tennis and the 
eight cheerleaders. .

The 1955 Wildcats had a 7-3 season 
with the losses coming from Ameri­
cus, Jesup and Thomasville.

In the playoff games, the Cats beat 
Jesup and Thomasville, only to be 
defeated by Athens.

The four Wildcat coaches were Ba­
zemore, Hamill, Bennett and Davis, 
according to the yearbook.



No. 1 Cats Crush Vikings, 32-3
I V Times II II C7 /
I « ttttttttt^tttt; With the win, Hyder’s Cats com- ^S^^ John Walker. Tim McClain. Brock Lowndes 3 5. Two nlavs later.

By MIKE GRUBB
Tinies Sports Editor

WINNERSVILLE, U.S.A. - An UI 
wind blew into Martin Stadium on a 
cold Friday night. Unfortunately for 
Lowndes High, this biting buzzsaw 
came in wearing the black and gold 
colors of Valdosta High as the top­
ranked Cats completely dominated 
the Vikings in notching a 32-3 Region 
1-AAAA victory in front of 12,502 shiv­
ering fans.

The Cats’ offense churned out 277 
yards, while the swarming Valdosta 
defense completely stymied the sput­
tering Viking offense. Lowndes was 
limited to just a scant 35 yards in to­
tal offense and two first downs, the fi­
nal coming with eight seconds left in 
the game. Valdosta managed 119 
yards rushing and 158 yards passing, 
while the Vikings could only muster 
15 yards rushing and 20 yards 
through the air.

“It was an emotional game, but it 
was a team thing,” stated Valdosta 
head coach Nick Hyder, following the 
game. “I can’t say enough about the 
coaching staff and our players. Our 
staff just made unbelievable adjust­
ments all throughout the game. It 
was a staff and team win. The play­
ers plyed it the way they were sup­
posed to play it.”

With the win, Hyder’s Cats com-
plete the regular season with a per­
fect 10-0 slate and an unblemished 5­
0 region mark. Valdosta will take 
next Friday night off before facing 
the winner of the Northeast Macon- 
Central Macon playoff game, which 
will be held Friday night at Porter 
Stadium in Macon. The Cats will take 
on the survivor Nov. 22 at Cleveland 
Field.

Rick Tomberlin’s Vikings con­
cluded a successful 7-3 football sea­
son despite the loss Friday night. In 
region play, Lowndes finished at 2-3, 
an improvement from last season’s 1­
4 region mark.

As the curtain was raised on the 
Winnersville Classic, both teams 
looked as if stage fright had set in. 
The Cats and the Vikings both looked 
as if their offenses were not hitting 
on all cylinders in the first period. 
Lowndes counted for 19 yards total 
offense in the opening quarter, while 
the Cats could generate only 11. 
However, it was turnovers that hurt 
Valdosta in the opening period as the 
Cats coughed up the football twice. 
The second one, which was recov­
ered by Lowndes’ Cedric Mathis, 
gave the Vikings first and goal at the 
Valdosta five-yard line as the first 
quarter came to an end.

However, it was not to be. The 
Cats’ defense, led by the play of Mar-

VALDOSTA 
LOWNDES

VALDOSTA, 
32-3

0 7 18 7 - 32
0 3 0 0 -3

L—Glynn Jones 21 FG
V—David Williams 2 run (Dow Drury kick)
V—Alfred Barnes 32 run (Steve Everson run)
V—Brice Hunter 23 pass from Everson (Drury 

kick)
V-Drury 28 FG
V—Shadrick Green 13 pass from Everson (Drury 

kick)

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

VALDOSTA LOWNDES

16 First downs 2
42-119 Rushcs-yards 29-15
158 Passing yards 20
277 Total yards 35
9-13-0 Passes 2-12-1
3-34.0 Punts-avg. 8-36.1
3-2 Fumbles-lost 3-1
0-0 Penalties-yards 8-58

RUSHING—Valdosta, Alfred Barnes 11-76, David 
Williams 6-36, Albert Edmonds 9-25, Nakia McMullen 
3-8, Brian Thomas 2-(minus 4), Steve Everson 11- 
(minus 22). Lowndes, Billy Poole 11-14, Tommy 
Starks 6-8, Jamie Deloach 4-1, Antwn Graham 1-0, 
Mike Thompson 7-(minus 8).

PASSING—Valdosta, Steve Everson 8-11-0-145, Ja- 
mey Waters 1-2-0-13. Lowndes, Jamie Deloach 2-10-1­
20, Mike Thompson 0-2-0-0.

RECEIVING—Valdosta, Brice Hunter 4-73, Mike 
Roberts 2-49, Shadrick Green 1-13, Larry Melton 1­
13, Chris Rockey 1-10. Lowndes, Mike Davis 1-14, 
Billy Poole 1-6.

cus Williams, Franklin Wiseman, 
Brinson Barker, Peter Failor, Nick 
Reed, Dexter Daniels, Trampis 
Wrice, Jason Jelks, John Copeland,

John Walker, Tim McClain, Brock
Sanford, Troy Brown and John Glos­
ter, turned the Viking threat back. 
Lowndes was forced to settle for a 
21-yard field goal by Glynn Jones to 
take a 3-0 lead with 10:04 left in the 
half.

Valdosta answered right back, driv­
ing 74 yards in 10 plays to score the 
go-ahead touchdown as David Wil­
liams barrelled into the end zone 
from two yards out. After Dow Drury 
tacked on the PAT, the Cats had the 
lead at 7-0 with 6:29 left in the half. 
The key play in this drive was a 36- 
yard pass from quarterback Steve 
Everson to wideout Mike Roberts, 
who made a diving catch at the Low­
ndes two-yard line.

As the first half ended with the 
Cats on top 7-3, neither VHS or Low­
ndes had accounted for much in the 
way of offense. The Cats had 102 
yards in total offense at the intermis­
sion, while the Vikings managed just 
15 yards.

In the third quarter, Valdosta blew 
the game open with an 18-point ex­
plosion. The Cats’ defense, which is 
ranked No. 1 in Region AAAA, forced 
two turnovers in the period that led 
to two Valdosta High touchdowns.

On the first possession of the sec­
ond half, VHS defensive back Jason 
Jelks picked off an errant Viking pass 
to put the Cats in business at the

Lowndes 35. Two plays later, Alfred
Barnes, who led all rushers with 76 
yards on 11 carries, ripped up the 
middle, cut to the left, and sprinted 
down the sideline 32 yards to give 
Valdosta a 13-3 lead. Everson ram­
bled into the end zone with the two- 
point coversion to stake the Cats to a 
15-3 lead with 9:20 left in the third 
quarter.

Things went from bad to worse for 
the Vikings on their next possession, 
as VHS linebacker Dexter Daniels 
pounced on a Lowndes fumble at the 
Viking 23-yard line. Two plays later, 
Everson, who completed eight of 11 
passing for 145 yards and two touch­
downs, connected with split end 
Brice Hunter on a 23-yard touchdown 
strike. After Drury’s conversion, the 
Cats were in control at 22-3 with 8:02 
left in the third quarter.

The Cats made it 25-3 on their next 
possession as Drury booted a 28-yard 
field goal with 2:36 left in the third 
quarter to cap off a nine-play 69-yard 
drive.

Valdosta rounded out the scoring 
onslaught with a nine-play 58-yard 
drive. Faced with fourth down and 
seven at the Lowndes 13-yard line, 
Everson found tightend Shadrick 
Green cutting across the middle for a 
13-yard touchdown pass. Drury 
tacked on the PAT to give VHS a 32-3 
lead with 5:30 left.

Valdosta High defensive lineman Tim Me- Vikings’ runner to the Martin Stadium turf in 
Clain (91) looks down at Lowndes High full- the Winnersville Classic Friday night — Times 
back Tommy Starks (42) after slamming the Photo by Jeff Allen.



Northeast Macon Possesses Speed
By MIKE GRUBB
Times Sports Editor

Get ready for speed, speed and 
more speed as the 9-2 Northeast Ma­
con High Raiders invade Cleveland 
Field Friday night at 8 to battle the 
10-0 No. 1 ranked Valdosta High 
Wildcats in the opening round of the 
GHSA Class AAAA state football play­
offs.

“Northeast Macon is very quick 
and good at the running back posi­
tions,” said Valdosta High Head Foot­
ball Coach Nick Hyder following 
practice Tuesday night. “They are 
very capable of winning. We are 
going to have to dig down deep to 
stay with them. We have a lot of re­

spect for Northeast Macon. They 
come from an area that we respect 
very much.

“You have to have respect for each 
team that you play. With the collision 
aspect of the game it is never auto­
matic for any one team. That is why 
the game is always 0-0 at the start. 
We have to be prepared in as many 
areas as possible and that starts with 
respect.”

The Raiders possess a backfield 
that can strike quickly from any­
where on the field. Heading up the 
NE Macon contingent of running 
backs will be tailback Michael Barron 
(165, Jr.). He is the defending Class 
AAAA 200-meter state champiqn.

During the regular season, Barron 
carried the pigskin 76 times for 955 
yards (12.6). He will be joined in the 
backfield by either Rico Council (195, 
Sr.) or Rendall Jackson (190, Sr.). 
Council rushed for 952 yards during 
the regular season, while Jackson 
motored for 460 yards.

Getting the nod at quarterback will 
be Derrick Caple (150, Jr.). Under his 
direction, the Raiders have lit up the 
scoreboard for 263 points.

In the receiving department, NE 
Macon will line up with either Robert 
Mays (170, Sr.) or Dexter Pugh (180, 
Sr.) at flanker. The split end slot will 
be manned by the likes of Marcus 
Brown (155, Sr.). Terrence EUis (210, 
Jr.) wiU get the call at tight end.

On the offesive front, the Raiders 
will line up with Larry HoUins (220, 
Sr.) at center. The guards will be 
manned by Dwuane Moore (190, Sr.) 
and Frank Horne (180, Sr.). Keith 
Smith (255, Sr.) and Kelvin Leven- 
berger (275, Sr.) will get the call at 
the tackles.

Defensively, NE Macon has only 
given up 136 points on the year. 
Anchoring the Raiders’ defensive 
front will be ends/tackles Jarvis Mof­
fett (265, Sr.) and Chris Harris (250, 
Sr.). The tackles/guards will be 
manned by Verrell Jordan (190, Sr.) 
and junior Ben Morgan.

The Raiders’ linebacking corps will 
be anchored by RendaU Jackson (190,

Sr.) and Michael Womack (190, Jr.) 
on the inside. Joe Thomas (190, Jr.) 
and Jim Baldwin (195, Sr.) will patrol 
the defense from the outside line­
backing slots.

Dexter Pugh (180, Sr.) and Kevin 
HiU (180, Sr.) will start at the corners 
for NE Macon, while Kacy Clowers 
(175, Sr.) will go at the safety.

The Raiders are a senior-oriented 
squad. NE Macon starts 16 seniors 
and six juniors. Earlier in the season, 
the Raiders ventured to Valdosta and 
came away with a 13-6 loss against 
the Lowndes High Vikings. Last 
week in the Region 2-AAAA playoffs, 
the Raiders trailed 21-0 with six min­
utes left in the third quarter and ral­
lied back for a 26-21 win.

Godfrey (right) was voted as Region 1-AAAA’s son. The Vikings posted a 7-3 mark in 1991 — 
Defensive Player of the Year for his exploits on Times Photo by Jeff Allen.



Cats, Vikes Dominate All-Region Team
By MIKE GRUBB
Tinies Sports Editor

What do Nick Hyder, Randall Godf­
rey and Chris McCranie all have in 
common?

They were all three the big win­
ners as the 1991 Region 1-AAAA All­
Region football team was announced 
today. Hyder was selected as Region 
1-AAAA’s Coach of the Year after 
leading his top-ranked Valdosta High 
Wildcats to their sixth consecutive 
Region 1-AAAA football title and an 
undefeated 10-0 regular season re­
cord.

“I feel like this is a staff honor,” 
stated Hyder following practice Mon­
day night as his Cats are preparing 
for Friday night’s GHSA Class AAAA 
state football playoff game with NE 
Macon at Cleveland Field. “Our 
group of coaches are fiercely ded­
icated and loyal to the program and 
our young men. I can’t remember en­
joying working with a staff more than 
this group. In some areas we are 
closer than brothers.

“I appreciate very much what our 
coaching staff (Al Akins, Jerry Don 
Baker, Bob Bolton, Jim Burroughs, 
Eddie Crocker, Larry Jester, Keith 
Middleton, Mike O’Brien, Ronnie Pit­
cock, Charles Tarpley, Tim Horton, 
Jack Rudolph and the junior high 
staff), principal Bill Aldrich, Valdosta 
City Schools Superintendent Walter 
Altman, the Valdosta School Board 
and chairman David Waller, the Val­
dosta Touchdown Club with presi­
dent Scott Aiderman and the 10,000 
plus Wildcat fans have done to help 
make us successful.”

Godfrey, a senior linebacker for the 
7-3 Lowndes High Vikings, was cho­
sen as Region 1-AAAA’s Defensive 
Player of the Year. This aggressive 
headhunting defender recorded 111

Region------
From Page 1-B

stated former Lowndes High Head 
Football Coach Rick Tomberlin. “ In 
fact just today a recruiter from Ne­
braska was in here seeing about 
Randall. He is a great person and a 
great team player. His stats speak 
for themself, but they don’t really tell 
you what kind of leader and role 
model that he really is.”

“Randall is the best high school 
football player that I’ve had the priv­
ilege to be around,” said former LHS 
assistant head football coach and de­
fensive coordinator Chuck Landy.

McCranie, a senior wide receiver 
at Colquitt County High, was voted 
as Region 1-AAAA’s Offensive Player 
of the Year. This glue-fingered re­
ceiver led the region in receiving 
with 46 receptions for 763 yards and 
five touchdowns. Jie averaged 16.6 
yards per catch. McCranie was third 
on the Packers in scoring with 30 
points. He also rushed the pigskin 
three times for 14 yards. McCranie 
led Colquitt County in punt returns 
with 10 for 109 yards. He also re­
turned five kicks for 82 yards.

FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 
■QUARTERBACK: Valdosta junior 
field general Steve Everson was 
voted as the top quarterback in Re­
gion 1-AAAA. He completed 55.5 per­
cent of his passing, hitting on 61 of 
110 for 899 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
He only threw three interceptions 
during the regular season. Everson 
also finished the season as the No. 8 
rusher i Region 1-AAAA with 111 
carries or 451 yards (4.1) and four 
touchdowns.

1-AAAA All-Region Football Team
COACH OF THE YEAR 

Nick Hyder, Valdosta 
OFF. PLAYER OF THE YEAR DEF. PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Chris McCranie, Colquitt Randall Godfrey, Lowndes
OFFENSE DEFENSE

QB Steve Everson, Valdosta DL Waymon Wright, Lowndes
RB Nathan Williams, Colquitt Co. DL Franklin Wiseman, Valdosta 
RB Roderick Bryant, Tift Co. DL Kenyatta King, Tift Co.
WR Brice Hunter, Valdosta DL James Stancil, Colquitt Co.
WR Chris McCranie, Colquitt Co. LB Randall Godfrey, Lowndes 
TE Basque Martin, Bainbridge LB Dexter Daniels, Valdosta
OL Tim O’Brien, Valdosta LB Lee Brooks, Colquitt Co.
OL Andy Sheffield, Valdosta DB Trampis Wrice, Valdosta
OL David DeRosso, Colquitt Co. DB Dana Smith, Lowndes
OL Clint Manning, Tift Co. DB Ron Dennard, Tift Co.
OL Mario Owens, Bainbridge DB Vashawn Brown, Bainbridge
PK Dow Drury, Valdosta P Matt Futch, Lowndes

SECOND TEAM SECOND TEAM
QB Parks Hughes, Colquitt Co. DL Tim McClain, Valdosta
RB Vidal Lively, Bainbridge DL Dameion Shiver, Lowndes
RB Myron Newton, Coffee DL Nathaniel Glenn, Bainbridge
WR Bert Jones, Tift Co. DL Todd Fordham, Tift Co.
WR Ryan Pearson, Bainbridge LB Marcus Williams, Valdosta
TE Niketa Battle, Tift Co. LB Ryan Branch, Tift Co.
OL Jay Bowling, Valdosta LB Lorenzo Murphy, Bainbridge
OL Brandon Wallace, Lowndes DB Jason Jelks, Valdosta
OL Frank Sulkowski, Tift Co. DB John Copeland, Valdosta
OL Greg Jackson, Coffee DB Patrick Mansfield, Colquitt Co.
OL Brian Saturday, Colquitt Co. DB Jason Taylor, Colquitt Co. 
PK Stephen McRae, Bainbridge P Marcus Phillips, Tift Co.

HONORABLE MENTION HONORABLE MENTION
TE Shadrick Green, Valdosta DL Peter Failor, Valdosta
RB Billy Poole, Lowndes DL Kelvin Miller, Bainbridge
RB Alfred Barnes, Valdosta DL Marcus Martin, Coffee
WR Sharone Roberts, Colquitt Co. DL Anthony Hargett, Lowndes 
WR Johnny McFatten, Coffee LB Anthony Palmore, Colquitt Co.

VOTERS LB Kevin Williams, Bainbridge
Mike Grubb Valdosta Daily Times LB Lonzy Harrison, Bainbridge 
Mark Holland Tifton Gazette LB Chris Freeman, Bainbridge
Wayne Grandy Moultrie Observer DB Gordon Screen, Bainbridge 
Joe Crine B’brdge Post-Sea. DB Johnny McFatten, Coffee

tackles on the season. Godfrey recov­
ered three fumbles and picked off 
one pass. He blocked what could 
have been the winning field goal for 
Warner Robins in the season opening 
7-6 win against the Demons. Godfrey

■RUNNING BACKS: Colquitt perfect during the regular season in 
County’s Nathan Williams (185, Sr.) the extra point department hitting on 
and Tift County’s Roderick Bryant 28 of 28 attempts. In kicking field 
(160, Sr.) were selected as the first .goals, Drury connected on 9 of 12, in­
team running backs. Williams cap- eluding a long of 37 yards.
tured the region rushing crown with FIRST TEAM DEFENSE
1,007 yards on 186 attempts. He also ■DEFENSIVE LINE: Valdosta’s 
scored 11 touchdowns. Bryant fin- Franklin Wiseman (165, Jr.) and 
ished the season as the No. 2 rusher Lowndes’ senior Waymon Wright 
in Region 1-AAAA with 932 yards on anchor the All-Region defensive 
207 attempts. He tallied five touch- front They are joined on the first 
downs. : team by Tift County’s Kenyatta King

■WIDE RECEIVERS: In addition <235, Sr.) and Colquitt County’s 
to McCranie, Valdosta High senior James Stancil (235, Jr.).
Brice Hunter (175, Sr.) garnered first BLINEBACKERS: In addition to 
team honors. Hunter completed the Godfrey, the All-Region linebacking 
regular season with 32 receptions for corps consist of Valdosta High’s 
520 yards (No. 3 in 1-AAAA) and six Dexter Daniels (225, Sr.) and Lee 
touchdowns. Brooks (220, SrJ of Colquitt County.

■TIGHT END: Basque Martin 2“^ ^’ ^aW ’̂k?*38 a 
(205, Sr.) of Bainbridge earned first ^ reason the Cats finished No. 1 in 
team accolades. Martin snared ‘14 *~Pan 1^^ “ ^?”1 d ,™® 
passes for 247 yards. . (1,816 yards), rushing defense (906

■OFFENSIVE UNE: Represent- yards) and SC»«B8 defense (70 
ing Valdosta High on the All-Region
offensive line are Tim O’Brien (245, 
Sr.) and Andy Sheffield (230, SrJ.
This duo had a lot to do with the fact a_ jthat the Cats finished the regular w^cp ^ih iS^A^?n°i aaTa^n 
season No. 1 in Region 1-AAAA to- W “ 
Sns??^/3^ * ^turned for touchdowns. 
« moLP 5\S) and rush,nS Wrice completed the regular season 

offense (2,343 yards). . . four They £
The rest of the offensive line is the secondary by Tift County’s Ron 

made up of David DeRosso (200, Sr.) Dennard (170, Jr) and Bainbridge’s 
of Colquitt County, Tift County’s Clint Vashawn Brown (190, Jr.). *
Manning (226, Sr.) and Bainbridge’s 
Mario Owens (200, Sr.). Matt Futch nailed down the first

■PLACE-KICKER: Valdosta se- team punting chores. Futch led Re- 
nior Dow Drury was voted as the top gion 1-AAAA with 47 punts for a 40.2 
kicker in Region 1-AAAA. He was yard average.

also blocked what could have been 
the game-tying extra point as the Vi­
kings nipped Coffee High, 7-6.

“Randall is every coach’s dream,” 
See REGION, Page 2-B

points).
DEFENSIVE BACKS: Anchoring 

the All-Region defensive backfield
are Lowndes High junior Dana Smith

interceptions with five, three of

Vashawn Brown (190, Jr.).
‘ ■PUNTER: Lowndes High senior

No. 1 Cats
Dominated

Raiders
By MIKE GRUBB 
Times Sports Editor

Don’t let the statistics from Friday 
night’s Class AAAA state playoff foot­
ball game between the No. 1 ranked 
Valdosta High Wildcats and the 
Northeast Macon High Raiders be 
misleading. The contest was actually 
as one-sided as the Cats’ 49-19 romp 
might indicate.

The final stats had the Cats hold­
ing a slim 374-350 yard margin in to­
tal offense. Northeast Macon came 
out and rolled up 206 yards in total 
offense in the first half. In the open­
ing quarter, the visiting Raiders 
churned out 104 yards in total offense 
— 55 rushing and 49 passing. Of the 
55 yards on the ground, 16 came on 
one nfn (a touchdown). The 49 yards 
through the air came on one pass.

In the second quarter, Northeast 
Macon churned out 102 yards to give 
the No. 2 team from Region 2-AAAA 
206 yards in total offense at the half. 
The Raiders managed 83 of the 102 
yards on one play — an 83-yard 
touchdown run by Rendall Jackson. 
Northeast Macon failed to register a 
yard in the air in the second quarter.

Meanwhile, the Cats could only 
muster 38 yards on offense in the 
opening quarter - 17 yards rushing 
and 21 passing. However, VHS only 
had the pigskin for a possession and 
a half in the first quarter.

In the second quarter behind the 
blocking of All-Region linemen Tim 
O’Brien and Andy Sheffield, second 
team All-Region choice Jay Bowling 
and Brad Grant, Sean Van Ausdall, 
Eddie Wooten, Andy Harrison, Alan 
Holt, Jesse Hunter, Greg Porter and 
honorable mention All-Region tight 
end Shadrick Green, the Cats offense 
began to move at will lighting up the 
scoreboard for 28 points. With All-Re­
gion quarterback Steve Everson di­
recting the attack, the Cats rolled up 
196 yards in total offense in the sec­
ond period — 107 yards rushing and 
89 yards through the air.

Valdosta not only went into the 
lockerroom with a commanding 28-13 
lead, but the Cats also held a 234-206 
edge in total offense. Everson was 
perfect in the opening half, complet­
ing seven of seven passing for 110 
yards and three touchdowns. In the 
second half, the Cats’ crafty field gen­
eral would complete three of four 
passing for 16 yards and one touch­
down. Honorable mention All-Region 
running back Alfred Bames added to 
the Cats’ second quarter scoring bar­
rage with a 66-yard touchdown run, 
while All-Region wide receiver Brice 
Hunter, who hauled in three passes 
for 62 yards on the yards, snared two 
touchdown passes covering 13 and 52 
yards. Green also hauled in a 12-yard 
touchdown pass_______

In the third period, Valdosta put 
the game on ice. The Cats offense 
erupted for 21 points and 125 yards 
in total offense (109 rushing and 16 
passing). Running back Albert Ed­
monds, who led the Cats’ rushers 
with 73 yards on nine attempts, 
scored on a 33-yard run, while run­
ning back Brian Wiseman scored on 
a one-yard plunge. VHS wide re­
ceiver Mike Roberts hauled in an 
eight-yard touchdown pass from Ev­
erson, who didn’t play after the Cats’ 
first two possessions of the second 
half. Everson finished the night hit­
ting on 10 of 11 passing for 126 yards 
and four touchdowns.

What little success the Raiders’ of­
fense enjoyed in the first half came 
to abrupt halt in the third quarter. 
With All-Region performers Dexter 
Daniels, Franklin Wiseman and Tra- 
mpis Wrice along with second-team 
All-Region selections Tim McClain, 
Marcus Williams, Jason Jelks, John 
Copeland, honorable mention All-Re­
gion choice Peter Failor and the tal­
ents of Donald Hitson, Brinson 
Barker, John Gloster, Nick Reed, 
Brock Sanford, John Walker, Troy 
Brown and Levalis Paul leading the 
way, the swarming Cats’ defense lim­
ited Northeast Macon to a scant 29 
yards in total offense in the period — 
six yards rushing and 23 yards pass­
ing.



aiders Seek To Dethrone No. 1 Cats
By MIKE GRUBB
Times Sports Editor

The second season begins tonight 
for Nick Hyder’s No. 1 ranked 10-0 
Wildcats.

I
 Steve Edwards’ 9-2 Northeast Ma­
con High Raiders invade storied 
Cleveland Field tonight for a date 
with Region 1-AAAA champion Val­
dosta High in the opening round of 
the GHSA Class AAAA state football 
playoffs at 8.

Records don’t really mean a thing 
from this point on. A win means that 
the survivors live to play another 
week in quest of the coveted Class 
AAAA state football championship. A 
loss means that it is time to pack up 
the equipment until next spring.

Tonight’s matchup will be the first 
ever between the Cats and the Raid­
ers. Northeast Macon went through 
the regular season at 8-2, losing 13-6 
at Lowndes and 6-0 at Region 2- 
AAAA champion Warner Robins. In 
last week’s Region 2-AAAA playoff 
game to determine the No. 2 team, 
the Raiders trailed Central Macon 
21-0 with six minutes left in the third 
quarter and rallied to win, 26-21.

Meanwhile, Valdosta had a bye last 
Friday night after claiming its sixth 
consecutive Region 1-AAAA title and 
36th region championship overall. 
The Cats are also the two-time de­
fending Class AAAA state football 
champions and have captured 21 
state titles. In addition to being

TONIGHT
WHO: Valdosta High Wildcats (10-0, 1-AAAA Champs) vs. Northeast 
Macon High Raiders (9-2, No. 2 in 2-AAAA).
WHEN: 8 p.m.
WHERE:Cleveland Field, Valdosta. Tickets: $5 at gate.
IF NOT THERE, WHERE: Radio: WAAC-FM (92.9) in Valdosta area. 
Television: Wildcat Tradition will present game highlights Thursday 
night on TCI Cablevision Channel 12, 7 p.m. and 8 p.m., and The 
Welcome Channel, 10:30 p.m.
WEATHER: Partial clearing; low in mid 50s.
LAST WEEK: Valdosta High was idle; NE Macon defeated Central 
Macon, 26-21.
LAST MEETING: First meeting.
THE SERIES: First meeting, 0-0.
RANKINGS: In Georgia AP, Valdosta is ranked No. 1 in the Class 
AAAA poll. Northeast Macon received some votes, but not enough to 
make the top 10. Valdosta is ranked No. 3 in the USA Today's 
national poll.

ranked No. 1 in the Georgia Asso­
ciated Press’ Class AAAA prep foot­
ball poll, VHS is also ranked No. 3 in 
the USA Today's national prep foot­
ball Top 25 poll. Valdosta is also in 
the midst of riding a 32-game un­
beaten streak.

Northeast Macon comes into this 
contest boasting one of the best 
ground attacks in the state. Leading 
the Raiders’ relentless rushing as­
sault will be fullback Rico Council, 
who has rushed for 1,035 yards on 
125 attempts. Northeast Macon pos­

sesses another 1,000-yard rusher in 
tailback Michael Barron. The defend­
ing Class AAAA 200-meter champion 
has rambled for 1,030 yards on just 
89 carries. The Raiders have another 
back who also fares pretty well when 
it comes to running the football in 
Rendall Jackson, who has churned 
out 505 yards on 98 attempts.

The Raiders are also capable of 
passing as quarterback Derrick 
Caple has connected on 32 of 79 
passing for 576 yards. Under his di­
rection, Northeast Macon has been

able to light up the scoreboard to the 
tune of 263 points (23.9 points per 
game).

If the Raiders are to have any suc­
cess moving the football, they will 
have to do it against the No. 1 de­
fense from Region 1-AAAA. With 
such talented players as Dexter Dan­
iels (All-Region), Trampis Wrice (All­
Region), Tim McClain (second team 
All-Region), Franklin Wiseman (All­
Region), Peter Failor (honorable 
mention All-Region), Donald Hitson, 
John Gloster, Brinson Barker, Leva- 
lis Paul, Jason Jelks (second team 
All-Region), John Copeland (second 
team All-Region), Brock Sanford, 
Troy Brown and John Walker, the 
Cats’ defense have only given up 
1,816 yards to enemy offenses.

When it comes to rushing the 
pigskin against VHS, the Cats have 
only yielded 906 yards (90.6 yards per 
game). Valdosta’s swarming group of 
headhunters have only given up 70 
points in 10 games (7.0 points per 
outing). This group has also forced 
enemy offenses to turn the football 
over on 19 occasions — eight fumbles 
and 11 interceptions.

When Valdosta gets the pigskin, 
look for the offense to move under 
the direction of All-Region quar­
terback Steve Everson. With Everson 
at the helm, the Cats’ ranked No. 1 in 
Region 1-AAAA in total offense 
churning out 3,355 yards.

Behind the blocking of All-Region 
linemen Andy Sheffield and Tim

O’Brien along with second team se­
lection Jay Bowling and the likes of 
Brad Grant, Sean Van Ausdall, Eddie 
Wooten, Andy Harrison, Alan Holt, 
Jesse Hunter and Greg Porter, the 
Cats have churned out 2,343 yards on 
the ground — tops in Region 1- 
AAAA.

Leading the VHS ground attack is 
honorable mention All-Region run­
ning back selection Alfred Barnes, 
who rambled for 525 yards on 77 at­
tempts to finish sixth in the region 
rushing race. Everson scampered for 
451 yards on 111 carries, while Albert 
Edmonds rushed for 360 yards on 76 
attempts. David Williams chipped in 
with 69 rushes for 343 yards and 
Brian Wiseman added 301 yards on 
39 attempts.

VHS’ offense is also lethal through 
the air. Everson has connected on 61 
of 110 passing for 899 yards and re­
gion-leading 10 touchdown passes. In 
the process of completing 55.5 per­
cent of passes, Everson was only 
picked off three times.

Everson has a talented group of 
receivers to throw to, headed up by 
All-Region wide receiver Brice 
Hunter. This glue-fingered senior 
hauled in 32 passes for 520 yards and 
six touchdowns. Also look for Shad- 
rick Green (honorable mention All- 
RegionX, Mike Roberts and Chris 
Rockey to get into the receiving act.

Valdosta High has scored 287 
points, while the Raiders’ defense 
has given up 136 points.

Georgia Prep Football Playoffs
CLASS AAAA

NE Macon at Valdosta 
Statesboro at LaGrange 
Wheeler at McEachern 
McNair at Norcross
Colquitt Co. at Warner Robins 
Newnan at Bradwell Inst.
Campbell-Sym. at Marietta 
Clarke Central at Dunwoody



No. 1 Cats 
To Rough 
Up Raiders

You’ll have to forgive me for not 
staying in touch with all of my 
fans last Friday, but the old porky 
prince of prep pigskin 
prognostication had a little 
business to handle out at 
Lowndes High.

Never fear, I’m back like a bad 
rash and ready to go. Now it is 
time to see just what Mr. Vegas is 
really made of (No, not a double 
cheese and pepperoni pizza). It is 
state playoff time. This is when 
the cream rises to the top. I just 
hope I don’t sink like a lead 
balloon.

Who is kidding who? I’m 265 
pounds of twisted steel and sex 
appeal. I can walk that aisle and 
when I make these sure fire 
winning selections all I can say 
is...learn to live with it.

W7 Going Back Up
Valdosta High’s Yolanda Benjamin (32) pre- opened up their 1991 basketball season wit i a 

pares to put up a shot Tuesday night against 39-13 win against the Lady Bulldogs. See story 
Lanier County in the VHS gym as the Lady Cats page 1-B - Times Photo by Paul Leavy.

Lady Cats, Cats Victorious
Related Photo 3-B I 20-13 with nine seconds left in the
By CHRIS JOHNSON
Times Sports Writer

/news
Valdosta High School’s basketball 

teams swept Lanier County High 
Tuesday night in Valdosta in the first 
games of the season for both Wildcat 
teams. The Lady Wildcats rolled past 
Lanier’s Lady Bulldogs 39-13, while 
the Wildcats had to struggle a little 
more to win 62-54.
• The Wildcats’ win was actually 
much closer than the 62-54 score. In 
fact, the eight-point margin at the 
end of the game was the largest for 
Valdosta.

Valdosta took its first lead of the 
game when Vidal Lowe connected on 
a three-pointer to put VHS ahead 11-
9 with 2:42 left in the first 
The wildcats increased their

period, 
lead to

first when Andre Jones scored on a 
layup.

Jones pumped in 20 points to lead 
Valdosta in scoring. Lowe added 15 
points, and had two three-pointers 
and two slams to ignite the partisan 
crowd.

Lanier’s Will Watson capped off a 
six-point run with a three-pointer to 
give the Bulldogs a 28-27 lead with 
2:40 left in the first half. It was the 
first lead for Lanier since the 3:51 
mark of the first quarter.

But Valdosta immediately re­
sponded with a 6-0 run of its own 
sparked by a 15-foot jumper by Lent 
Bell. Bell also scored on a layup with 
two seconds remaining in the half to 
give Valdosta a 35-32 lead at the half­
time break.

Lanier regained the lead at 39-38 
With 5:39 left in tne third period alter

a three-pointer by Watson and two
foul shots by Marcus McGriff.

Valdosta came back to take a 43-40 
lead before a 6-0 run by Lanier put 
the Bulldogs back on top of the see­
saw scoreboard at 46-43. It appeared 
that the Bulldogs would head into the 
final period ahead by three. But 
Jones nailed a three-pointer with just 
three ticks left on the third quarter 
clock to tie the game at 46-46.

Jones scored seven unanswered 
points during a stretch in the final 
period to give the Cats a 55-48 lead 
from which the Bulldogs never recov­
ered.

Isaac Carnes led Lanier with 20 
points, and Watson added 10 for the 
Bulldogs. Billy Steinberg and Darren 
Lane each added nine points for Val­
dosta.

“I thought we hustled and played 
See HOOPS, Page 2-B

Hoops —^w-bi -
From Page 1-B

extremely hard,” said head coach 
John Miller. “We made some mis­
takes, but Lanier’s got a fine club.”

The Lady Wildcats’ offensive game 
plan was simple - Esther Benjamin. 
Benjamin stayed under the goal on 
offense and pumped in 29 points for 
Valdosta High.

It was not exactly an offensive 
show, especially in the first half 
which ended with Valdosta ahead 
just 12-7. Benjamin pumped in eight 
points in the first half.

Lanier’s Lady Bulldogs was almost 
completely ineffective for the entire 
game. In fact, the Lady Bulldogs 
scored nly two points from 2:51 left 
in the eond quarter until there was 
4:01 left in the game.

Tammy Williams, with six points, 
was the leading scorer for Lanier 
and the second-leading scorer for the 
game. Natasha Johnson’s four points 
were second for Valdosta. DeDe 
Dennis, Amanda McGhin, and 
Yolanda Benjamin each scored two 
points.

"We started off slow, but we came 
on and got into the flow of things in 
second half,” said Lady Cats’ head 
coach Linda Blackwell. “It was just 
first-game jitters.”

Both Valdosta teams will be in 
action again Friday, December 6 at 
Clinch County.

■NORTHEAST MACON HIGH 
RAIDERS (9-2) AT NO. 1 
VALDOSTA HIGH WILDCATS 
(10-0): You could very easily 
mistake this football game for a 
track meet.

The Raiders, the No. 2 team out 
of Region 2-AAAA, have speed to 
burn. Spearheading the offensive 
attack for NE Macon is the 
defending Class AAAA 200-meter 
champion — Michael Barron. 
From his running back position, 
Barron rambled for 955 yards in 
the regular season. He is not the 
only one capable of going the 
distance at anytime. The C^ts will 
also have to be wary of fullbacks 
Rico Council (952 yards in regular 
season) and Rendall Jackson (460 
yards in regular season).

Defensively, the Cats have 
some speed to match up with the 
Raiders. VHS defensive end 
Franklin Wiseman is the 
defending Region 1-AAAA 100- 
meter champion. I think people 
might be surprised just how much 
that speed gets neutralized when 
Dexter Daniels, Marcus Williams, 
Tim McClain and company 
continually batter these speed 
merchants.

I can’t really see the NE Macon 
defense stopping the balanced 
Valdosta High offense all night 
either. I’m not taking anything 
away from the Raiders, but I just 
don’t see NE Macon coming into 
Cleveland Field and pulling off the 
upset. Oh, it could happen. 
Remember Carver-Columbus 
from a few years back?

Earlier in the football season, 
the Raiders ventured down 1-75 
and went back home with a 13-6 
loss against Lowndes. Come 
tonight, NE Macon will come up 
empty in its second visit to the 
Azalea City. Mr. Vegas picks 
Valdosta, 27-7.
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• No. 2 Grangers Are Loaded
By MIKE GRUBB
Times Sports Editor

It is being hyped as the ‘Game of 
the Century’.

It’s the talk of state as far as 
Georgia prep football is concerned. 
On Friday night, Nick Hyder’s No. 1 
ranked Valdosta High Wildcats will 
travel to LaGrange to battle the No. 2 
Grangers in GHSA state quarterfinal 
playoff football action at 8. In addition 
to the Cats being 11-0 and the Grang­
ers standing at 12-0, this contest also 
has national implications. Hyder’s 
Cats come into this slugfest ranked 
No. 2 in USA Today’s national prep 
Top 25 football poll, while LaGrange 
is ranked No. 8 in the nation.

“I don’t know if this is the ‘Game of 
the Century’ or not,” stated La­
Grange Head Football Coach Gary 
Guthrie, who in his seventh season at 
the helm of the Grangers’ program, 
has compiled a 71-26 mark. “There is 
no doubt that this is a big game.

These are two of the best teams in 
the state. We (Valdosta and La­
Grange) match up real well with 
each other. We both have great de­
fenses, great offenses and outstand­
ing quarterbacks.”

Speaking of outstanding quar­
terbacks, the Grangers have one of 
the top quarterbacks in the nation in 
senior Rodney Hudson. With this 
three-year starter directing the Gran­
gers’ high-octane Wing-T offense, La­
Grange has lit up the scoreboard to 
the tune of 368 points in 12 games.

On the season, Hudson has been 
double trouble for enemy defenses. 
When it comes to passing the 
pigskin, this strong-armed field gen­
eral has shredded enemy defenses 
for 1,060 yards and 17 touchdowns. 
Hudson has completed 59 of 129 
passing. He has also terrorized de­
fenses with his running ability. Hud­
son leads the Grangers in rushing 
with 744 yards and 13 touchdowns.

“I don’t know if he is the best quar­
terback in the state or nation be-

Valdosta High’s All-Region linebacker 
Dexter Daniels (48) and All-Region defensive 
end Franklin Wiseman (49) will have to be on 
the top of their game as the No. 1 ranked Wild­

cats travel to LaGrange to face the No. 2 Gran­
gers Friday night in GHSA Class AAAA state 
quarterfinal football playoff action — Tinies 
Photo by Paul Leavy.

Pep Rally
The Valdosta Touchdown Club 

will have a ‘mini pep rally’ Thurs­
day morning at 9:30 on the prac­
tice field at Valdosta High School. 
This pep rally will last no more 
than 30 minutes and will be held 
as the Wildcats are coming out 
onto the practice field. All fans 
are urged to attend.

cause I haven’t seen every 
quarterback play,” added Guthrie in 
a phone conversation Tuesday. “He 
is one of best. With his.ability and 
skill, Rodney is outstanding both 
passing and running the football.”

In Hudson’s three years as a 
starter for LaGrange, he has com­
pleted 295 of 546 passing for 5,039 
yards and 59 touchdowns. Including 
his freshman season, Hudson has 
thrown for 5,112 yards. Hudson has

also rushed for 1,753 yards during his 
career, while scoring 27 touchdowns.

Hudson isn’t the only weapon in 
the Region 4-AAAA champions arse­
nal. Fullback James Reed, who 
rushed for 544 yards in 1990, has 
managed to ramble for 609 yards and 
eight touchdowns. Running back Le- 
Quincey Shepard, who was injured in 
the middle part of the season, re­
turned to rush for 347 yards and one 
touchdown. He also has four receiv­
ing touchdowns to his credit. When 
the Grangers are faced with short­
yardage situations, defensive guard 
Balandor Flowers lines up in the 
backfield. This power runner has 
picked up 113 yards on the ground 
and scored two touchdowns.

Split end Dialleo Burks is regarded 
as Hudson’s favorite receiver. How­
ever, the Grangers have a full com­
pliment of receivers in which they 
spread the football around to in Ja­
son Bray, Demetric Shipman, Walter 
Harris, Russ Davidson, Rico Riley 
and Skip Hale.

“That works out as an advantage 
for us,” Guthrie continued. “Defenses 
can’t key on any one of our receiv­
ers.”

One of the concerns for LaGrange 
coming into the season was its offen­
sive line, but that is but a distant 
memory now.

“Our offensive line is where we 
have made the most improvement,” 
added Guthrie. “We made some 
changes before the season and this 
group of young men haven’t let us 
down. The big thing for us is that 
they have stayed healthy and to­
gether all year.”

Lining up at center will be LaMont 
Cofield, while Mike Blam and Dexter 
Fitzpatrick (190, Sr.) get the call at 
the guards. Manning the tackles will 
be Bubba Scott (220, Sr.) and Paul 
Pickett (215, Jr.), while Russ David­
son will start at tight end.

“The key for is will be how well our 
offensive line can maintain its

See GRANGERS, Page 2-B



Valdosta High senior defensive tackle Tim will be facing what may be their stiffest chal- 
McClain has developed into one of the Wildcats’ lenge of the year when they face second-ranked 
hardest-hitting and best defensive players de- LaGrange in the quarterfinals of the state play­
spile liis average size. McClain and the Wildcats offs Friday night — File Photo by Jeff Allen.

Mastering^ The Art Of Collision
to have to deal with in order to have brother at home during the Cats’ 

By CHRIS JOHNSON any success,” Jester added. “He first off week.
Times Sports Writer

At 5-8, 210 pounds, Valdosta High 
senior defensive lineman Tim Mc­
Clain’s presence is enough to war­
rant his starting for nation’s second­
ranked team.

But defensive line coach Larry 
Jester says that if he were a couple 
inches taller, McClain has the talent 
to be one of the nation’s best de­
fensive linemen.

“Tim McClain, in a body 6-3 and 
210 pounds, would probably be a can­
didate for All-America at defensive 
tackle with the intensity that he plays 
with,” Jester said.

McClain, though, even with his av­
erage size, is a dominant force on the 
Wildcats’ defensive line.

How dominant? Coach Jester puts 
it in perspective. “Tim McClain is 
kind of like Reggie White in the body 
of a Pee-Wee Herman as a compari­
son,” he stated. “He’s not as small, 
naturally as Pee-Wee Herman, but 
he’s not a true-sized defensive line­
man by Class AAAA standards.”

“He’s the kind of lineman that 
other teams feel like they are going

stacks up and holds his own in there. 
He’s gone up against guys 250, 260, 
270 and held his own in there.”

McClain is one of the hardest hit­
ting players on the Wildcat defense. 
“Tim McClain is probably, of all the 
defensive linemen that I have, the 
one that, as Coach (Nick) Hyder 
says, has mastered the art of colli­
sion,” said Jester.

“He hits smart,” Jester added. “He 
not only hits people hard, but he 
does a good job of hitting smart. He 
anticipates well, and that’s a valuable 
aspect for any defensive lineman.”

While McClain feels he has had a 
good year, he does not feel that he 
has played up to his full potential.

“I’ve had a pretty good year,” he 
said. “I haven’t done as good as I 
think I should have, but I’ve done 
pretty good. To be honest, I’ve been 
about 95 percent. My knee is stop­
ping me a little.”

McClain’s sore knee is actually not 
related to football. McClain has had a 
cyst on his knee since he hurt it 
while horsing around with his

“That’s kind of slowed him down 
some,” Jester agreed. “But even with 
that, when you think in terms of Tim 
McClain, he’s a lot quicker than a lot 
of people that he is going to face 
even with a sore knee.”

has
“I’d say he’s been about 95 per­

cent,” he added. “That knee 1—
bothered him some, but he hasn’t 
complained about it, and he’s gotten 
it there and done a good job.”

His primary goal, like all of the 
Wildcats right now, is to win the 
state championship for the third year 
in a row. Standing between the Cats 
and the title Friday night will be 
Georgia’s second-ranked LaGrange 
Grangers.

“I feel like this is the biggest test 
of the year,” the senior lineman said. 
“They’re undefeated, and they’re 
supposed to have a good quar­
terback. It’s just going to be a good 
test for us.”

Being a senior makes winning the 
1991 state title that much more im­
portant for McClain. “I want to three- 
peat because it’s never been done,” 
he said.
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Youths Must Study
By MURRAY COLEMAN
Times Sports Writer

One of Valdosta’s own returned to 
town Monday night to give the key­
note speech before an audience of 
325 parents, coaches and supporters 
at the Pinevale Youth Center’s All­
Sports Banquet in Mathis Audito­
rium.

Henry “Slim” Baker, who was part 
of the old Pinevale High School’s first 
graduating class in 1957, described 
how his desire to become an athlete 
during the days of segregation led to 
a four-decade career in coaching.

“We used to sit around without 
much money in our pockets and 
dream about getting into college,” he 
said. “Through determination and 
discipline, a lot of us were able to 
make it and succeed.”

Baker went on to star as an athlete 
at Alcom State College in Missis­
sippi, earn his degree and move into 
a college coaching career. He has 
been the men’s head basketball 
coach at Passaic County Community 
College and the coordinator of physi­
cal education at Eastside High 
School in Patterson, N.J. for the past 
10 years.

“I have been fortunate to get the 
opportunity to put a little back into 
sports after all I took from it,” he ex­
plained. “Over the years, I have been 
able to reach a lot of young athletes.”

Baker said that with the emphasis 
on college entrance exams for ath­
letes “grades are more important 
now than ever before.”

“Some young people look at that as 
a negative,” he said. “But that’s a 
mistake. Don’t let anyone tell you 
just because there are rules and reg­
ulations in the classroom — just like 
there are on the ball field — you 
can’t succeeed.

“Sure, there might be barriers 
along the road to becoming a great 
athlete, but accept the ones off the 
field as challenges just like you do for 
the. ones on the field.”

More than a decade and a half ago, 
Baker said he had a young athlete on 
his team who wouldn’t accept the 
fact’ that he wasn’t a very good ath­

lete. “When my wife saw him, she 
thought he had two-left feet,” he 
joked. “He wasn’t very talented, but 
he wouldn’t take no for an answer.”

After the young man kept pressing 
for ways to make himself better, 
Baker said he sat down and mapped 
out a stict regiment for the student 
to follow. “He did everything I asked 
of him, and more,” said Baker. “He 
improved in the classroom and as an 
athlete.”

Even though Rory Sparrow never 
became a star as a professional bas­
ketball player, Baker said the current 
member of the NBA’s Sacramento 
Kings “made it because he learned 
how to make himself and everyone 
else around him get the most out of 
every situation.” .

“He’s been in the NBA for 12 years 
now,” said Baker. “He graduated 
from Villanova with a degree in elec­
trical engineering, and all the 
coaches liked having him on their 
teams because he was such an over­
achiever.”

Baker said he knows what young 
athletes have to go through to make 
it big these days. “The same basic 
values and principles apply today just 
as they did back in my playing days,” 
he said. “I was asthmatic, and a lot of 
people said I couldn’t play sports.”

With the support and help of his 
family, however, Baker said he over­
came those who doubted his dreams. 
“It’s great to see all the parents out 
here tonight supporting their chil­
dren,” he said. “Your children need 
your support and encouragement to 
be successful in life — no matter 
what their dreams are.”

In addition to Baker’s address, Val­
dosta Mayor James H. Rainwater 
served as master of ceremonies at 
the event.

Valdosta High School football 
coach Jack Rudolph presented the 
Kenny Rose Award to Michael An­
derson, a two-sport athlete who has 
been active in helping out at the cen­
ter.

In all, more than 137 young ath­
letes received recognition for their 
contributions to the center’s sports 
programs, which involve 500 children 
in four sports.

On Sports
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At right, Valdosta High 
Andre Janies ^21) drive past 
Berrien’s Steve Green (32) as 
the Rebels upended the Cats, 
48-47, in prep basketball ac­
tion Tuesday night at VHS — 
Times Photos by Paul Leavy.

job, and we missed on a few easy 
opportunities.”

The girls game was equally excit­
ing as the Lady Cats faced a state 
championship team for the second 
time in less than a week. But Val­
dosta was handed its second loss of 
the season as it fell to 1-2 on the 
year.

The Lady Cats jumped out to an 
8-4 lead before the Rebelettes went 
on a 10-0 run for the remaining 2:13 
of the first quarter. That gave the 
Rebelettes a 14-8 lead going into the

Wildcat
Tradition 
^.^ 
Staff Reports '

The Wildcat Tradition Show will 
end its broadcast season tonight with 
a two-hour special beginning tonight 
at 8 p.m. on TCI Cable channel 12. 
The show will be hosted by Valdosta 
High head coach Nick Hyder and 
Calvin McGuyrt.

Among other things, coach Hyder 
and McGuyrt will discuss last Friday 
night’s playoff loss to LaGrange High 
and, in particular, the controversial 
penalty called which reversed a 
touchdown pass which would have 
tied the score.

second quarter.
The game proved to be a battle of 

each team’s big guns, Valdosta’s 
Esther Benjamin and Berrien’s 
Gwen Green. The battle was won by 
Green in the first half as she scored 
15 first-half points, while the Valdosta

iply unable to 
hands as she

ball-handlers were sim] 
work the ball into her 1
was held to four points in the first 
half.

Green scored 10 of Berrien’s 13 
points in the second quarter as it 
took a 27-17 lead at the half.

But Valdosta was able to work 
Benjamin into the offense in the sec­

Also featured on the show will be 
the seniors from the 1991 Wildcats. 
“This will give coach Hyder a chance 
to show his appreciation to the se­
niors,” McGuyrt said.

Hyder will also give his outlook on 
next season, and he and McGuyrt 
will talk about who will be some of 
the top returners from this year’s 11­
1 squad.

Hyder, McGuyrt, and hostess Ann 
McCranie will reminisce about the 
past season, and will also talk with 
other members of the media. The 
Valdosta Touchdown will also an­
nounce its membership drive contest 
winners.

ond half as she scored 17 points in 
the half to push her total for the 
game to 21. She scored five and 
Yolanda Benjamin scored four points 
as the Lady Cats pulled to within two 
at 30-28 after a 12-4 run to start the 
third period.

Berrien stretched its lead to 38-32 
when Green scored two baskets in 
less than 20 seconds as the Rebel- 
lettes pressure got to Valdosta.

Valdosta would finally tie the 
score, but it waited until there were 
four seconds left in the game to do 
it. Esther Benjamin scored on a six* 
footer to send the game into over-
time tied 42-42.

Benjamin and Berrien’s Jackie 
Wright swapped baskets to keep the 
overtime score tied at 44-44. After 
Benjamin then missed two free 
throw with 1:13 left in the overtime, 
Valdosta allowed Berrien to play for 
the last shot and Berrien failed.

But it would not work twice. Val­
dosta let Berrien hold the ball for the 
final 2:30 of the game and Green 
scored the go-ahead basket on a 
layup after a missed three-pointer 
with three seconds left in the game. 
She was fouled on the play, and 
added the three-point margin as the 
three seconds mysteriously disap­
peared from the clock.

Berrien improves to 4-1 with the 
victory.

“It was a good win for us,” said 
Berrien head coach Cliff Ranew. 
“But to come in here and win was a 
big win for us. Our big girls did an 
adequate job on (Benjamin) in the 
first half, but she played very well in 
the second half.”

Boys Game 
Berrien 41, Valdosta 47

8 MouJee",,'Bwne 9, Tisor 4. Hartman 7. Green 2, Nixon 4. Nlch- 

ols 2, Pitts 10, Vinson 4.
V Bell 2Robinson 1, James 12, Steinberg 8. Lowe 15, Beniamin 4,

Lane 4. 
Berrien
V ■RECORDS: Berrien 2-3, Valdosta 2-1.

■NEXT GAMES: Valdosta al Tift County.

6 11 16 15-48
14 7 10 16-47

Berrien

Sweeps 

Valdosta
By CHRIS JOHNSON '
Times Sports Writer

Berrien High swept two basketball 
games from Valdosta High Tuesday 
night, but it could have just as easily 
been Valdosta sweeping two from 
Berrien.

The Rebelettes from Berrien 
played for the last shot in double 
overtime to win 47-44, while the Re­
bels’ Terrence Pitts hit a jumper with 
21 seconds left to give the Rebels a 
48-47 win over the Wildcats.

The loss was the first for the Wild­
cats who fall to 2-1 on the season. It 
was the second win for the Rebels 
which move to 2-3 on the young sea­
son. The Cats were led by Ernest 
Lowe whose early foul trouble held 
him to 15 points. The Rebels were 
led by Pitts who scored 10 points.

Actually, in the first quarter, the 
Rebels seemed to be completely out­
matched as Valdosta’s Cats got out 
to a 12-2 lead and then stretched it 
into a 17-6 lead early in the second 
quarter.

But the Rebels would wake up with 
a 9-2 run in the last 4:36 of the sec­
ond quarter which brought them 
back into contention by the half with 
the score 21-17.

Valdosta’s leading scorer this sea­
son, Ernest Lowe, was held to just 
two points in the first half after get­
ting slapped with his third foul early 
in the second quarter.

Lowe came back in the third quar­
ter, but it was Clinch County which 
shook up things by taking a 21-20 
lead with 6:28 left in the third quarter 
when Eddie Tisby scored on a layup. 
It was Berrien’s first lead of the 
game. •

The Rebels held onto the lead and 
led 33-31 at the end of the quarter. 
They then stretched their lead to 38­
31 when Travis Boone connected on 
a three pointer with 7:01 left in the 
game. They took their biggest lead of 
the game, 44-35, with 4:35 left in the 
game when Pitts scored on a short 
jumper to cap a 6-0 run.

But the Cats would use good de­
fense to rally with a 12-2 run. A goal­
tending call against the Rebels 
capped off the run and gave the Cats 
the lead again at 47-46 with just 49 
second left in the game.

Pitts then hit his go-ahead jumper 
with 21 seconds left to make the 
score 48-47. But as the Cats were 
moving the ball up the floor to try to 
win the game, Billy Steinberg was 
called for a walk, and turned the ball 
over to Berrien with just 14 seconds 
left.

But the Cats would still get an­
other shot as the Rebels lost the ball 
out of bounds with just eight seconds 
remaining in the contest. But the 
Cats could get the ball across mid­
court in the final eight seconds as 
they fell for the first time this season.

“We’ve got to just regroup, and go 
on from here,” said VHS head coach 
John Miller. “Berrien did a real good

See BERRIEN, Page 2-B

Girls Game 
Berrien 47, VHS 44 

BERRIEN (4*1)
Green 28, Wright 11, Davis 4, Hand 4.

VALDOSTA (1-2)
E. Beniamin 21, Y. Beniamin 12, Dennis 3, Troutman 2, Johnson

Berrien 14 13 6 9 2 3-47
Valdosta 8 9 13 12 2 0-44

■ RECORDS: Berrien 4*1, Valdosta 1-2.
■ NEXT GAMES: Valdosta at Tift County.



Valdosta Sweeps
Berriem Colquitt
^CHBlTjoilNSON l31* Colquitt's fhance Childs That

Times Sports Writer

Valdosta High School’s wrestling 
Cats continued their success Tues­
day night by downing Berrien by a 
mere 65-3 margin and finishing the 
long night with a 51-16 win over re­
gion rival Colquitt County.

The two relatively easy victories 
pushed Valdosta’s record on the sea­
son to 4-0.

VHS faced Colquitt in the final 
match-up of the night after Colquitt 
completed a 45-27 victory over Ber­
rien. But Colquitt found itself greatly 
overmatched as coach Eddie Crock­
er’s Cats amassed five pins and three 
technical falls en route to the 51-16 
thrashing of the Packers.

The Packers started out ok with 
Jason Cottle pinning Valdosta’s Da­
vid Jenkins in the 103-pound class to 
go up 6-0. But it was the last time 
Colquitt would see the lead.

With the score knotted at 6-6, Val­
dosta then reeled off four consecutive 
pins sparked by Raymond Kassum’s 
first-round pin of Michael Young in 
the 119-pound class. It was Young’s 
first loss of the year in four contests.

That was followed by pins from 
Steve Hubbard, Scott Jones, and Eric 
Skinner. It was the second pin of the 
night for both Jones and Skinner. 
Keith McConnehead then scored a 
technical fall with a 16-6 victory over

From Page 1-B
es.”

■VALDOSTA HIGH 65, BER­
RIEN 3: Collecting wins for VHS in 
the opening match of the day were 
Don Marconi (pin), Raymond Kassum 
(8-0 decision), Steve Hubbard (5-2 
decision), Scott Jones (pin), Eric Skin­
ner (pin), Keith McConnehead (10-7 
decision), Aldrich Graham (pin), Ryan

Rudolph / 
felsic
By CHRIS JOHNSON
Times Sports Writer

Former Valdosta High School 
standout and current Georgia Tech 
Yellow Jacket star Coleman Rudolph 
was named the Atlantic Coast Con­
ference’s Defensive Player of the 
Week.

In Tech’s 27-3 win over Wake For­
est, the junior defensive tackle col­
lected six tackles and two sacks.

“It feels pretty good to receive 
such an honor," Rudolph said 
Wednesday night “It’s a great honor, 
but it s one that I share with my tea­
mmates.”

Coleman will be trying to add to 
his sack total when the Jackets face 
Georgia’s new air attack in the regu­
lar season finale next Saturday.

But he does not believe that 
Georgia’s offensive line is as weak as 
some have stated it is. Therefore, he 
does not expect the stats to come 
easily next Saturday.

“I think their line has shown a lot 
of improvement from what we’ve 
seen lately,” Rudolph said. “And they 
also use their backs in the blocking 
scheme very well.”

He added that the Jackets’ defense 
will be guarding against the run as 
well as quarterback Eric Zeier and 
the passing attack.

“We expect them to come out with 
the run,” he said. “We hope to stop 
that and then Zeier. He gets some jit­
tery feet sometimes under pressure.”

pushed the lead to a comfortable 34-6 
margin in favor of the Cats.

The Packers managed another pin 
when Marcus Iceson scored his sec­
ond pin of the day, in the 145-pound 
class, over Aldrich Graham — a new­
comer to the wrestling scene. Gra­
ham, though, may have provided the 
most excitement of the day when the 
quick wrestler pinned Berrien’s Kurt 
Smith in just 13 seconds in an earlier 
match.

Ryne Coyne won a close 8-6 deci­
sion over Colquitt’s Matt Bunn in the 
152-pound class to ice the victory 
putting VHS ahead 37-12. Tim White 
and Bobby Manghram would add 
technical falls and Marcus Phillips 
chipped in with his second pin of the 
day ined the most excitement of the 
day when the quick wrestler pinned 
Berrien’s Kurt Smith in just 13 sec­
onds in an earlier match.

Ryne Coyne won a close 8-6 deci­
sion over Colquitt’s Matt Bunn in the 
152-pound class to ice the victory 
putting VHS ahead 37-12. Tim White 
and Bobby Manghram would add 
technical falls and Marcus Phillips 
chipped in with his second pin of the 
day in the heavyweight class down 
the stretch for the Cats.

“I never expect any match to be 
easy,” said coach Crocker after the j 
victory. “We looked a lot be t r than 
last week. We had a lot fewer mistak

See WILDCATS, Page 2-B

Coyne (pin), Andrew Denmark (pin), 
Time White (pin), Bobby Manghram 
(pin), and Marcus Phillips (pin).

Berrien’s victory came in the 103- 
pound class where Gerren Smith won 
a 14-12 decision over Valdosta’s David 
Jenkins.

Jackets’

_______

Valdosta High Faces

Valdosta High’s Raymond Kassum (left) wrestling action Thursday night Times Photo by 
nearly gets a pin on Berrien’s Lee Sutton in Paul Leavy.

First Region Foe
------------------------------------- Benjamin will have to get the ballBy CHRIS JOHNSON

Times Sports Writer

Both Valdosta High School varsity 
basketball teams have shown prom­
ise in this young season.

The boys are 2-1 with their only 
loss coming at the hands of a bal­
anced Berrien High squad. The girls 
are 1-2 with their two losses coming 
at the hands of the defending Class A 
and AA state champions. Both were 
close games — one a two-point loss 
in overtime to Berrien Tuesday 
night.

Their first three games have been 
outside Region 1-AAAA, though, and 
the only place where the Cats and 
Lady Cats need to show promise is 
within the region. They will have that 
opportunity tonight when they travel 
to Tifton to take on Tift County High 
School.

For the Lady Cats, the key may be 
working star senior Esther Benjamin 
into the offense. When the season be­
gan, it appeared that Coach Linda 
Blackwell’s Lady Cats might be bet­
ter off not centering their offense 
around getting the ball to Benjamin, 
but she has been the only proven 
scorer for VHS averaging 20.6 points 
per game.

But for the past two games they 
have had trouble working Benjamin 
into the offense. In a 42-36 loss at 
Clinch County, Benjamin was held to 
just 12 points, six in each half as the 
Lady Cats’ guards simply could not 
get a pass in to Benjamin.

In Tuesday night’s overtime loss to 
Berrien, Benjamin was held to four 
points in the first half as the Rebe- 
lettes raced to a 27-17 halftime lead. 
But she scored 17 in the second half 
including the two needed to send the 
game into overtime.

for the Lady Cats to beat Tifton on 
the road. But, at the same time, she 
cannot outscore the Lady Devils sin­
glehandedly. VHS still needs added 
scoring.

Valdosta’s boys also have a player 
whose offensive and defensive prow­
ess can drive the Cats to a win —Er­
nest Lowe. The Cats found out just 
how valuable he can be when they 
lost him for virtually the entire sec­
ond quarter Tuesday night while he 
warmed the bench with three fouls.

Tift County has already put up the 
red flag saying that Valdosta could be 
a darkhorse in the region this year. 
This game could go a long way to­
ward determining whether or not Tift 
County is right^^^^^^^^^^—



Cats Oust Rebels; Face Vikes Tonight
By CHRIS JOHNSON
Times Sports Writer

The Valdosta High Wildcats and 
Berrien High Rebels had met once 
before in a game that resulted in Val­
dosta’s first loss of the season, 48-47, 
on Dec. 10. That defeat came after 
the Cats jumped out to a big first 
quarter lead.

So when the Cats jumped out to an 
11-2 lead Thursday night in the Low­
ndes High Christmas Tournament, 
Valdosta head coach John Miller was 
not about to let his team relax. Again 
Berrien would make a comeback, but 
this time Valdosta was equal to the 
task and held off the Rebels for a 57­
51 victory.

“We ran our offense a little better 
this time,” said Miller of his 3-2 Cats. 
“And we had some players come of 
the bench to really play well for us.”

Ernest Lowe and Andre James led 
the Cats with 16 points each, and 
Joey Benjamin added 12. Travis 
Boone led Berrien (2-4) with 14 
points, while Jermaine Nixon added 
11.

Miller was especially pleased with 
the scoring balance from his team. 
“It’s always good to see the balance,” 
he said. “We want to encourage that 
team effort. We don’t ever want to be 
a one-man team.”

After the Cats jumped out to the 
11-2 first quarter lead, the Rebels im­
mediately pulled themselves back 
into the contest. They responded 
with a 13-4 run led by seven points

Boys Gome 
VHS 57, Berrien 51 

BERRIEN (51)
Boone 14, Tisby 9, Nixon 11, Pitts 8, Vinson 9.

VALDOSTA (57)
Boker 4, A. Jomes 16, Lowe 16, A. Lone 2, Steinberg 4, V. Jomes 

3, Beniamin 12.
Valdosta 15 15 18 9-57
Berrien 13 12 14 12-51

■ RECORDS: Berrien 2-4, Valdosta 3-2. 
■ NEXT GAMES: Valdosta vs. Lowndes.

from Reggie Vinson to tie the score 
at 15-15 with 7:39 left before the first 
half.

Berrien then took its first lead of 
the game when Boone drove the lane 
against the Cats’ defense and capped 
off his drive with a layup which put 
VHS up by two at 19-17 with 6:30 left 
before the half.

VHS immediately responded with a 
9-2 run to regain control of the game 
with a 26-21 lead with 2:24 left before 
the half. Benjamin sparked the run

for Valdosta with a couple of blocks 
and four points off of two layups.

The Cats were able to maintain the 
lead for the rest of the half as Lowe 
got his first slam of the night with 15 
seconds left before the break which 
had VHS up 30-25.

Berrien, though, was the team that 
came out smoking at the beginning 
of the second half. And it was Nixon 
who lit the fire by cutting the lead to 
30-29 with a short jumper and then 
gave the Rebels a 35-34 advantage af­
ter connecting on two three pointers.

But the lead was short-lived as 
James scored five unanswered points 
sparking the Cats to an 11-2 run 
which gave Valdosta a 45-37 advan­
tage and the lead for good. Lowe 
nailed a three-point buzzer beater to

give the Cats a 48-39 lead at the end 
of three quarters of play.

VHS stretched its lead to 53-39 af­
ter Vic James nailed a three pointer 
with 6:39 left in the contest seem­
ingly icing the game. But the game 
was far from over.

Berrien got back into contention 
with a 12-2 run with all 12 points 
coming on four three pointers, two 
from Boone. That pulled Berrien to 
within 55-51 with 1:09 left to play.

The Rebels, though, were hurt in 
the last minute by having three fouls 
to give before they could send the 
Cats to the free-throw line. It was the 
foul situation that cost the Rebels 
valuable seconds in the waning mo­
ments of the game that saw Valdosta 
hang on for the 57-51 win.

Valdosta High guard Dee Dee Dennis (13) against the Lady Canes in the first round of the 
drives to the basket past Fitzgerald’s Marcie Lowndes High Christmas Invitational Basket­
Moss (40) during the Lady Cats’ 49-34 win ball Tourney — Times Photo by Jeff Allen.



Clinch Tops In Class A;
Valdosta Finishes No. 3

Georgia AP Final Prep Football Poll

The Associated Press

LaGrange High continued celebrat­
ing its Class AAAA championship 
Tuesday as the team easily landed in 
the top spot on The Associated 
Press’ final high school football poll.

City leaders proclaimed Tuesday 
as “Granger Day” in honor of the 
team and scheduled an evening pa­
rade and rally to cheer the players 
and coaches on their 17-16 Class 
AAAA title win over Colquitt County 
on Saturday.

LaGrange’s last-second victory 
made it the unanimous No. 1 choice 
in the AP poll. It also is No. 1 in USA 
Today’s national high school rank­
ings.

“Talk about the national 
championship has been awfully popu­
lar in school,” coach Gary Guthrie 
said. “And people were thanking us 
all day for the exciting season and 
hard work.”

In Class AAA, undefeated Lake­
side DeKalb narrowly beat out Ken­
drick for the top spot in the AP poll 
after the two teams tied 14-14 in the 
title game. Cartersville was the unan­

imous No. 1 pick in Class AA and un­
defeated Clinch County took top 
honors in Class A.

LaGrange, which claimed the title 
Saturday off Scott Simons’ 24-yard 
field goal with 13 seconds left, re­
ceived all 12 first-place votes and 120 
points in the Class AAAA rankings. 
Colquitt came in second with 103 
points, perennial champion Valdosta 
finished third with 93 points, Marietta 
was fourth with 76, and McEachern 
was fifth with 75.

Lakeside-DeKalb clinched the 
Class AAA top ranking with 10 first; 
place votes and 118 points. Kendrick 
got six first-place votes and 113 
points. Four voters gave the No. 1 
ranking to both teams.

Rounding out the top five in Class 
AAA were Worth County in third with 
94 points, Villa Rica fourth with 72, 
and Marist fifth with 52.

Cartersville, which won its first 
state title after beating Cedar Grove 
28-19 in Class AA.

Clinch County took the No. 1 Class 
A spot after beating two-time cham­
pion Lincoln County 11-8 for t5 title, 
ending the Red Devils’ recc’d 44- 
game winning streak.

CLASS AAAA
1. LaGrange (15-0) (12) 120.
2. Colquitt Co. (11 -4) 103.
3. Valdosta (11-1) 93.
4. Marietta (13-1) 76.
5. McEachern (11-3) 75.
6. Clarke Central (10-3) 49.
7. Bradwell Institute (9-4) 34.
8. Norcross (11-2) 32.
9. Statesboro (10-2) 31.
10. Newnan (10-2) 14.
Also receiving vote (in alphabetical 
order): Clarke Co., Dunwoody, 
Effingham Co., Northeast Macon, 
Southwest DeKalb and Warner 
Robins.

CLASS AAA
1. Lakeside-DeKalb (14-0-1) (10) 
118.
2. Kendrick (13-1-1) (6) 113.
3. Worth Co. (12-2) 94.
4. Villa Rica (11-3) 72.
5. Marist (12-1) 52.
6. Peach Co. (11-2) 49.
(tie) Thomasville (10-3) 49.
8. Elbert Co. (11-2) 42.
9. Burke Co. (10-1) 33.
10. Camden Co. (9-3) 10.
Also receiving votes: Carrollton, 
Dalton, Dublin, Stephens Co., 
Thomson, Westside, Woodward 
Academy.

CLASS AA
1. Cartersville (14-1) (12) 120.
2. Cedar Grove (14-1) 107.
3. Mitchell-Baker (13-1) 91.
4. Mary Persons (11 -3) 79.
5. Greene-Taliaferro (9-2-1) 73.
6. West Laurens (9-4) 64.
7. Manchester (10-2) 30.
8. East Laurens (10-2) 28.
9. Berrien (8-5) 21.
10. Loganville (9-4) 14.
Also receiving votes: East Coweta, 
Franklin Co., Jeff Davis, Jones Co., 
Loganville, Pepperell, Seminole Co.

CLASS A
1. Clinch Co. (14-0) (12) 120.
2. Lincoln Co. (14-1) 108.
3. Bowdon (12-2) 91.
4. R.E. Lee(12-2) 84.
5. Oglethorpe Co. (10-3) 46.
6. Charlton Co. (8-5) 42.
7. Wilkinson Co. (8-5) 43.
8. Treutlen (9-3) 29.
9. Monticello (10-3) 23.
10. Central-Talbotton (10-2) 22.
Also receiving votes: East Rome, 
Hawkinsville, Louisville, Macon Co., 
Metter, Miller Co.

Cats Host
Rebels, 
Packers,
By MIKE GRUBB
Times Sports Editor

Eddie Crocker’s 2-0 wrestling Wild­
cats will put their undefeated record 
on the line today at 5 p.m. as the Val­
dosta High grapplers host the Colq­
uitt County Packers and the Berrien 
High Rebels in a prep wrestling tri­
meet at the VHS gym.

The Cats, who own victories over 
Cook High and Coffee High, will open 
up the tri-meet at 5 with a match 
against Berrien High.

“Berrien has a new coach who 
wrestled collegiately at Southwest 
Minnesota,” stated Crocker during 
practice Wednesday afternoon. “It 
sounds like Berrien will be tough. I’m 
expecting a really good match with 
them.”

Immediately following the VHS- 
Berrien confrontation, the Rebels will 
turn around and battle Colquitt 
County. The final match of the eve­
ning will pit the Cats against the 
Packers in a battle of Region 1-AAAA 
heavyweights.

“Colquitt County is still playing 
football, so I really don’t know how 
much that will hurt their team,” said 
Crocker. “I know if we were still 
playing football it would hurt our 
team. I’m not looking for easy 
matches. Our kids have to perform 
and do better than we did in our last 
matches.”

See CATS, Page 4-B

By MIKE GRUBB
Times Sports Editor .

Lady Cats Frustrate Fitzgerald
V» Tl^ I 1 L_—1_ '' Close out the first half with a 23-15

Valdosta High’s Esther Benjamin 
scorched the nets for a game-high 27 
points as the fourth-seeded Lady 
Cats clawed their way to a 49-34 vic­
tory against the fifth-seeded Lady 
Canes of Fitzgerald High Thursday 
afternoon in the opening round of the 
40th Annual Lowndes High 
Christmas Invitational Basketball 
Tournament at LHS.

The 2-3 Lady Cats advance into to­
night’s semi-final round to battle the 
top-seeded 4-0 Coffee High Lady Tro­
jans at 7:30. The loss ousted the 1-6 
Lady Canes from tournament play.

Fitzgerald’s Marcie Moss tallied 
five points in the opening period as

C/Ut'd-----------
From Page 3-B

Competing for the undefeated Cats 
tonight will be David Jenkins (103 
pounds), Don Marconi (112), Ray­
mond Kassum (119), Steve Hubbard 
(125), Scott Jones (130), Eric Skinner 
(135), Keith McConnahead (140), 
Aldrich Graham (145), Ryan Coyne 
(152), Andrew Denmark (160), Tim 
White (171), Bobby Manghram (189) 
and Marcus Phillips (heavyweight).

Jim Morrell’s Lowndes High 
Vikings will swing back into action 
on the mat Friday night in a tri-meet 
in Leesburg. The Vikings will com­
pete against the Lee County High 
Trojans and the Albany High Indians.

Valdosta 49, Fitzgerald 34
FITZGERALD (34)

Hall 4, F. Williams 14, Moss 11, C. Smith 3, Lightsey 2, Ingram, 
Bivens, Woodall, Anderson, Collins.

VALDOSTA (49)
N. Johnson 10, E. Beniamin 27, Dennis 4, Troutman 4, McGhin 4, 

Y. Beniamin, Futch, Meli. Sauls, Melo. Sauls, Taylor, Vincent,
Green, Baiorunos.
Fitzgerald 
Valdosta

7 8 8 11- 34 
5 18 15 11- 49

■ RECORDS: Valdosta2-3, Fitzgerald 1-6.
■ NEXT GAME: No. 4 Valdosta vs. No. 1 Coffee tonight at 7:30 

in LHS Christmas Invitational Basketball Tournament.

the Lady Canes grabbed a 7-5 lead 
after the first eight minutes of play.

In the second period, the Lady 
Cats, behind the scoring of Esther 
Benjamin, rallied back to grab a 13­
11 lead with 5:13 left in the half. 
Fitzgerald pulled even at 13 as Faye 
Williams drilled a jumper from the 
left base line with 5:01 showing on 
the clock. As if VHS had finally got­
ten that wakeup call, the Lady Cats 
proceeded to go on a 10-2 run to

advantage. VHS’ Natasha Johnson, 
who finished the night with 10 points, 
scored three points during the VHS 
run. Trade ’ Troutman also added 
three points to spark the Lady Cats’ 
offensive surge.

In the third quarter, the Lady Cats 
got seven points from Benjamin and 
four from Johnson to build up a 38-23 
lead heading into the final period. At 
one stretch in the third quarter, the 
VHS defense shut out Fitzgerald for 
5:07.

Benjamin scored eight more points 
in the final period as Valdosta built 
its insurmountable lead to as many 
as 20 points at 49-29 with 2:08 left in 
the contest. Fitzgerald trimmed the 
final margin to 49-34 with a three- 
pointer by Moss.



Valdosta 
Clinch

Lowndes
Sweeps 
Valdosta, 
VpT l - <-1< k/J

Above, Lowndes High s Sha- 
neli Jenkins (left) hatlies Val­
dosta High’s Natasha Johnson 
(30) for a loose hall as the Vi- 
kelles edged the visiting Lady 
Cals, 49-46, in Region 1- 
AAAA girls baskethall action al 
LHS Tuesday night. Right, 
Lowndes High’s Antwan Gra­
ham goes up for two of his 14 
points in front of Valdosta’s 
Ernest Lowe (24) as the Vi­
kings upended the Cals, 64­
56, in Region 1-AAAA boys 
basketball action Tuesday 
night al LHS — Times Photos 
by Paid Leavy.

By MIKE GRUBB
Tillies Sports Editor

Lowndes High had four players 
score in double-figures as the Vikings 
remained perfect in Region 1-AAAA 
basketball play with a 64-56 win 
against the Valdosta High Wildcats 
Tuesday night at LHS. Pete Ketter- 
man and Joe Baker ignited the 
Vikes’ offensive explosion with 17 
points each, while Antwan Graham 
and Randall Godfrey added 14 and 12 
points, respectively.

With the victory, Terry Wilkes’ Vi­
kings improve to 7-0 overall and 3-0 
in Region 1-AAAA play. The loss 
evens John Miller’s Cats at 4-4 over­
all and drops VHS to 1-2 in region 
competition.

In the first contest of the night, 
LHS’ Shanell Jenkins and Vicky Wil­
liams combined for 38 points as the 
Vikettes rallied past the stubborn 
Lady Cats of Valdosta High, 49-46, in 
Region 1-AAAA girls basketball ac­
tion Tuesday night at LHS. Jenkins 
led all scorers with 20 points, while 
Williams added 18.

Larry Maffit’s Vikettes move to 3-3 
with the victory and climb to 1-2 in 
region play. The loss drops Linda 
Blackwell’s Lady Cats to 3-5 overall 
and 1-2 in the region.

Lowndes will hit the road Friday 
for a Region 1-AAAA basketball clash 
against the Bainbridge Bearkittens 
and Bearcats beginning at 7 p.m. Val­
dosta will also be away Friday night 
as the Lady Cats and Cats travel to 
Moultrie to battle the Lady Packers 
and Packers of Colquitt County High 
in a Region 1-AAAA shootout at 7.

The Cats opened up a 6-2 advan­
tage against the undefeated Vikes in 
the first period. VHS’ Ernest Lowe, 
who blistered the nets for a game- 
high 20 points, staked the Cats to a 3­
0 lead by drilling a three-pointer 
from the right wing. With VHS cling­
ing to a 4-2 lead, Lowe popped a 
jumper from the right baseline to 
give the Cats a 6-2 lead with 5:40 left 
in the first quarter.

All of a sudden, the Vikings began 
to show some life on the offensive 
end going on a 13-2 run to close out 
the period and take a 15-8 lead. 
Baker sparked the LHS run with a 
juniper from the left baseline and 
then a thunderous slam dunk to even 
things at 6-6. After Joey Benjamin 
gave VHS the lead at 8-6, the Vikings 
called on their long-range bombers.

Ketterman delivered with a three- 
See LOWNDES, Page 10-A

Girls Gomes 
Lowndes 49, Valdosta 46 

VALDOSTA (46)
Tracy Trouiman 6, Dede Dennis 7, Eslher Beniamin 16, Nalasha 

Johnson 6, Yolanda Beniamin 3, Amanda McGhin I, Lisa Vincent.
LOWNDES (49)
Shanell Jenkins 20, Vicky Williams 18, Stacy Brinkley 7, Demi- 

Iria Montgomery 4, Delicia Carlo. Brandi Hobbs, Men I bo Me Nor 
ton, Chamando Brooks. •

10 10 13 13-46 
5 0 16 20-49

■RECORDS: Valdosta 3 5,1-2. Lowndes 3-11-2.
■NEXT GAMES: Valdosta al Colquitt Co., Friday, 7 p.m.; Low­

ndes al Bainbridge, Friday, 7 p.m.
Boys Gome 

Lowndes 64, Valdosta 54 
VALDOSTA (56)

Mall Baker 8, Andre James 15, Ernesl Lowe 20, Aaron Lone 1, 
Sieve Everson 1, Joey Beniamin 8. Thoron Lane 3.

LOWNDES (64)
Russell Barbee 4, Antwan Graham 14, Pele Kellerman 17, Joe 

Baker 17, Randoil Godfrey 12. Marcus Edwards.
Valdosta 8 14 13 21-56

Clinch )5 )4 H jo-64
■RECORDS: Valdosta4-4,1-2. Lowndes 7-0,3-0.
■NEXT GAMES: Valdosta at CotauiU Co., Friday ntahl Low­

ndes al Bainbridge, Friday nighl.



College Beat >^^^
■ Academy Dean’s List: 
Timothy Nathan 
Tart Jr was on 
the dean’s list for 
fall semester at 
the United States 
Air Force Aca­
demy.

He is a- 1991 
Valdosta High 
School honor 
graduate and is 
the son of Starr 
and Tim Tart of 
Valdosta. He was

ing class and was a member of the 
Wildcat football team.

He .is on the United States Air 
Force intramural squadron boxing 
team.

TART
in the top 7 percent of his graduat-

Youth Briefing
■ Young Leaders: Tiffany
Roan of Valdosta ।---------------------
has been selected 
to attend The Na­
tional Young 
Leaders Confer­
ence Jan. 21-26 in 
Washington, D.C. 
Having demon­
strated academic 
achievement, 
leadership and 
citizenship, Tif­
fany will be 
among 350 out- ROAN
standing high school students from 
across the nation at the conference 
sponsored by the Congressional 
Youth Leadership Council.

The theme of the National Young 
Leaders Conference is “The Lead­
ers of Tomorrow Meeting the 
Leaders of Today.” Throughout the 
six-day conference, Tiffany will 
meet with key leaders and news­
makers from the three branches of 
government, the media and the 
diplomatic corps.

Tiffany will meet with Rep. 
Charles F. Hatcher, Sen. Wyche 
Fowler and Sen. Sam Nunn, or 
designated members of their staffs 
to discuss important issues of per­
sonal concern to Tiffany. Culminat­
ing the National Young Leaders 
Conference will be a four-hour 
Mock Congress on Gun Control 
during which scholars assume the 
roles of United States representa­
tives by debating, lobbying and vot­
ing on proposed handgun 
legislation.

■ Who’s Who: Scott Jones,

LU

Valdosta High 
School senior, was 
named to Who’s 
Who Among 
American High 
School Students 
1990-91. Scott is a 
member of 
Fellowship of 
Christian Ath­
letes, Key Club, 
Varsity Club, trea­
surer of Senior 
Class and TAC. JONES
Scott ran on the cross country 
team, track team and is on the var­
sity wrestling team. Year to date, 
Scott has placed second in the 130 
weight group at the West Laurins 
and Hornet Classic tournaments. 
He has been on the honor roll and 
plans to study criminal justice. 
Outside of school activities, Scott 
participated in the Georgia State 
Games this year and placed third 
in the state in the 440. Scott is the 
son of George Jones and Linda 
Jones.
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Player of the Year. Both are two 
of the most highly recruited players 
in the nation.

But Daniels racked up numbers 
with which no one can argue. The 6­
2, 225-pounder with 4.65 speed 
racked up 108 solo and 174 total 
tackles. He also caused four fumbles 
and had four quarterback sacks.

Choosing the Offensive Player of 
the Year may have been the tough­
est task of all. There were several 
strong candidates in the area — all 
seniors except one. And it is that 
one, junior quarterback Steve Ever­
son of Valdosta, who receives this 
year’s honor.

Everson was almost as dangerous 
running the ball as he was throwing 
it. He rushed 111 times for 451 yards 
during the regular season — an 
average of 4.1 yards per carry includ­
ing sacks.

It was from the pocket, though, 
that Everson did the most damage. 
He passed for 1153 yards in 1991. 
But it was his composure that 
received the most praise. He com­
pleted 57 percent of his passes — 
outstanding for a junior. He also 
threw just five interceptions.

Valdosta High led the way on the 
All-Area team by placing nine play­
ers on the first team — six of which 
are on the first team offense. Low­
ndes High placed seven players on 
the first team including five on 
defense and one on special teams. 
Clinch County was third with four 
first-string honorees.

Former Georgia coach Vince Doo­
ley would love this year’s first-team 
offense, the strength of which would 
be the running game. With three out­
standing running backs and a versa­
tile quarterback in Everson, it is 
doubtful that this offense would ever 
take to the air.

But if it ever did, it would be an all 
Valdosta High passing attack with 
the Cats’ Brice Hunter at split end 
and Shadrick Green at tight end. 
Hunter was the big play receiver for 
the Wildcats with 38 catches for 630 
yards — an average of 16.6 yards per 
catch with six touchdowns.

Green did not rack up the num­
bers Hunter did, but he was the 
Cats’ go-to man in the clutch. And he 
always came through for the Cats.

With the three running backs on 
this year’s offensive team, though, 
neither Hunter or Green would prob­
ably be given the chance to rack up 
big numbers. Madison’s Odell Liv­
ingston, Hamilton County’s Ira John­
son, and Clinch County’s Donnell 
Grady are this season’s top running 
backs. The three combined for 44 
touchdowns and well over 3000 
yards.

Livingston racked up 1492 yards 
and scored 20 touchdowns for Mad­
ison’s 7-4 Cowboys. Grady was a con­
sistent performer for the Clinch 
County Panthers, rushing 174 times 
for 900 yards and 12 touchdowns. 
Best known for his ability to break 
the long-gainer, Hamilton’s Johnson 
gained over 933 yards and also 
scored 12 times.

Valdosta placed; two Cats on the 
offensive line, Tim O’Brien and Andy 
Sheffield. The 245-pound O’Brien and 
the 230-pound Sheffield are also 
members of the 1991 All-Region 1- 
AAAA team. Clinch’s Stephen 
Palmer, a 6-3, 250-pound junior, was

the Panther’s strongest offensive 
lineman. Lowndes’ Brandon Wallace, 
a 6-0, 212-pound center, was the 
Vikings’ highest-grading lineman. 
Berrien High junior offensive tackle 
Wayne Watson graded at 92 percent 
for the Rebels.

Dow Drury was the obvious choice 
for the first-team place-kicker. Drury, 
who is the second all-time leading 
scorer in Valdosta history and a four­
time All-Region selection, was a per­
fect 33-for-33 on extra point attempts. 
He also connected on 9-of-12 field 
goal attempts.

There is no doubting the strength 
of this defense — the linebacking 
corps. Included in the group is the 
nation’s Defensive Player of the Year 
and the Region 1-AAAA Defensive 
Player of the Year. All three line­
backers on the 1991 squad were All­
State selections.

The center of the corps is the 
Cats’ Daniels with his 174 total 
tackles and four sacks. The Vikings’ 
Godfrey, also one of the nation’s 
first-team linebackers, put up equally 
impressive numbers with 116 tackles, 
four fumble recoveries, one intercep­
tion and two blocked kicks. The third 
member of the corps is the Panthers’ 
Anthony McNeil, who compiled 143 
tackles in 1991.

Lowndes placed two Vikings on 
the defensive line — Waymon Wright 
and Dameion Shiver. A three-year 
starter on the line for Lowndes,

Daily Times All-Area Football Team
COACH OF THE YEAR

Donald Tison, Clinch Co.

QB 
RB 
RB 
RB 
WR 
TE 
OL 
OL 
OL
OL 
OL 
PK 
ST

QB 
RB 
RB 
RB 
WR 
TE 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
PK 
ST

OFF. PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Steve Everson, Valdosta

OFFENSE
Steve Everson, Valdosta 

Donell Grady, Clinch 
Odell Livingston, Madison 

Ira Johnson, Hamilton 
Brice Hunter, Valdosta 

Shadrick Green, Valdosta 
Tim O'Brien, Valdosta 

Andy Sheffield, Valdosta 
Brandon Wallace, Lowndes 

Stephen Palmer, Clinch 
Wayne Watson, Berrien 

Dow Drury, Valdosta 
Scott Regan, Lowndes

SECOND TEAM
Terry Stewart, Brooks 

Alfred Barnes, Valdosta 
Billy Poole, Lowndes 

Anthony McNeil, Clinch 
Robert McKinnon, Brooks 

Telly Hartman, Berrien 
Kenny Strickland, Lowndes 

Travis Dees, Hamilton 
Chad Peterson, Brooks 

Steve Washington, Madison 
Kevin Morrison, Clinch 
Glynn Jones, Lowndes 
Kevin Morrison, Clinch

HONORABLE MENTION
OFFENSE: Fred Edmonds, Clinch; 
Lorenzo Porter, Clinch; Travis Riv­
ers, Clinch; Jermaine Morgan, 
Hamilton; Derek Williams, Hamil­
ton; Eric Claridy, Hamilton; Andre 
Walls, Hamilton; Brad Ragans, 
Madison; Travis Boone, Berrien; 
Chris Walker, Berrien; Tramaine 
Adkins, Berrien; Jason Bartrum, 
Lowndes; Joe Herring, Westbrook; 
Joe Vallotton, Valwood, Chris 
LaMontange, Valwood; Jay Bowl­
ing, Valdosta; Albert Edmonds, Val­
dosta.

Shiver had eight quarterback sacks, 
three fumble recoveries and 57 
tackles for the Vikes. A first-team All­
Region selection, Wright compiled 
six sacks and had 13 tackles for 
losses. His 68 tackles were second on 
the team behind Godfrey.

Valdosta High placed one Wildcat 
on the line — Franklin Wiseman. 
Wiseman made the 1991 All-Region 
team as a junior. A 6-3, 255-pounder 
from Clinch County, Darrell Wethe­
rington racked up 97 tackles to earn 
the fourth and final spot on the 
defensive line.

Lowndes and Valdosta each had a 
lock to make All-Area first team in 
the defensive backfield. The Wildcats’ 
Trampis Wrice had six interceptions, 
while Dana Smith had five intercep­
tions (three of which he returned for 
touchdowns), two blocked punts and 
51 tackles.

Madison’s Orient Livingston also 
had five interceptions and returned 
three for touchdowns. Hamilton’s Jo 
Jo Williams had five interceptions 
and 51 tackles.

Lowndes’ Matt Futch is the clear­
cut choice for first-team punter. 
Futch led the area with an average 
of 40.8 yards per punt. Lowndes also 
placed the special teams player on 
the first team — Scott Regan. Regan 
was the deep snapper for the Vikings 
and had no bad snaps during the 
season.

DEF. PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Dexter Daniels, Valdosta

DEFENSE
DL Franklin Wiseman, Valdosta 
DL Waymon Wright, Lowndes
DL Darrell Wetherington, Clinch 
DL Dameion Shiver, Lowndes
LB Dexter Daniels, Valdosta
LB Randall Godfrey, Lowndes 
LB Anthony McNeil, Clinch 
DB Trampis Wrice, Valdosta
DB Dana Smith, Lowndes 
DB Orient Livingston, Madison
DB Jo Jo Williams, Hamilton .

P Matt Futch, Lowndes

SECOND TEAM
DL David Milton, Madison
DL Reggie Vinson, Berrien
DL Tim McClain, Valdosta
DL Anthony Hargett, Lowndes
LB Willie Paul Daniels, Hamilton
LB Shanamus Cummings, 
Madison
LB Garrick Burton, Berrien
DB John Copeland, Valdosta 
DB Jason Jelks, Valdosta 
DB Stephan McKnight, Clinch
DB Tony Carter, Lowndes 

P Russ Butler, Westbrook

HONORABLE MENTION
DEFENSE: Peter Failor, Valdosta; 
Marcus Williams, Valdosta; Derek 
Jenkins, Brooks; Chad Scruggs, 
Westbrook; Edward Jackson, Ber­
rien; Robert White, Berrien; Tim 
Richardson, Clinch; Jason Booth, 
Clinch; Jason Brown, Hamilton; 
Kevin Klepper, Hamilton; Cornelius 
Daniels, Hamilton; Gordon Brant­
ley, Hamilton; McArthur Zanders, 
Hamilton.
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A Defensive Wrecking Machine
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By MIKE GRUBB 
Times Sports Editor

w

Valdosta High senior linebacker Dexter recruited players in the nation and was named 
Daniels relaxes in the locker room at Valdosta The USA Today’s Defensive Player of the Year 
High School. Daniels is one of the most highly — Times Photo by Paul Leavy.
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USA Today Defensive Player of the Year 
USA Today First Team All-American 

Super Prep All-American 
Tom Lemming’s All-American 

Blue Chip All-American
Forrest Davis Southern Recruiting Annual & Pepsi 2nd Team All South

Forrest Davis Southern Recruiting Annual Georgia Sweet 16 
GSWA All-Classification All-State Team (linebacker) 

Atlanta Constitution Class AAAA All-State (linebacker) 
First Team All-Region 1-AAAA (linebacker)

Valdosta Daily Times All-Area Defensive Player of the Year
Florida Times Union Super 24 
Florida Times Union Super 11 

WCTV Super 6
Member Georgia All-Stars (Georgia-Florida All-Star Game)

Dexter Daniels’ 1991 Gridiron Honors
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Whoever said actions speak louder 
than words must have had Valdosta 
High Wildcats linebacker Dexter 
Daniels in mind. This 6-2, 225 pound 
defensive wrecking machine’s ex­
ploits on the football field have not 
only caught the eye of national me­
dia, but also many of the nation’s top 
colleges.

Daniels is one of the most heavily 
recruited prep football players in the 
state and with good reason. During 
his four-year career at Valdosta High, 
the nation’s winning prep football 
team (688-137-33), the Cats compiled 
a 50-3-1 record, including two Class 
AAAA state football championships 
(1989, 1990).

He has narrowed his list of col­
leges to five — Florida, Florida State, 
Tennessee, Nebraska and Georgia. 
Daniels has already visited Nebraska 
and Florida State. He leaves today 
for Knoxville, Tenn., and the Univer­
sity of Tennessee.

Daniels will then follow that up 
with a trip to Super Bowl XXVI to 
watch the Buffalo Bills and the 
Washington Redskins battle at the 
Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome in 
Minneapolis, Minn., Jan. 26. Daniels 
earned that trip after he was selected 
as The USA Today's Defensive Player 
of the Year. He will be the guest of 
the NFL. Daniels will also appear on 
TV the night before the game in a 
Super Bowl Special hosted by Burt 
Reynolds. Daniels will then visit the 
University of Georgia and the Univer­
sity of Florida.

“I’m looking for a winning football 
program with a good educational 
background,” stated Daniels. “Right 
now, I’m hoping to major in business 
once I decide upon a school.”

As a senior, Daniels registered 174 
tackles — 108 solo and 66 assists — 
as the Cats posted an 11-1 mark, los­
ing to eventual state and nation 
champion LaGrange High Grangers, 
6-0, in the Class AAAA state quar­
terfinals. He also caused 4 fumbles 
and recovered two. Daniels also has 
the ability to rush the passer as evi­
denced by his four quarterback 
sacks.

VHS also captured its sixth consec­
utive Region 1-AAAA football title 
this past season.

If all of that wasn’t impressive 
enough, Daniels was a three-year 
starter for the Cats and a four-year 
letterman. As a sophomore he 
started at defensive end and moved 
to starting linebacker as a junior and 
senior. Daniels is one of only 12

freshmen to letter during VHS head 
football coach Nick Hyder’s 18-year 
reign at Valdosta High.

Needless to say, the honors have 
been pouring in and rightfully so. It 
all started before the season began 
as Daniels was elected by his team­
mates as the overall team captain for 
the 1991 Cats.

“Being elected team captain, by his 
teammates, is one of the highest hon­
ors a player can receive at Valdosta 
High,” stated Hyder Thursday af­
ternoon. “As the years go on, all of 
the honors that Dexter receives will 
be nice, but being elected team cap­
tain will always stand out. That honor 
is given by the people that see him 
every day.

“I don’t ever remember Dexter 
missing a single practice or school. 
That’s important. This young man is 
a true student-athlete. He has close 
to a 3.0 Grade Point Average in the

See DANIELS, Page 7-A



Area Prep Basketball

■VALDOSTA 61, CLINCH 39 (JV 
BOYS): Chad Brooks scored 16 
points to ignite the Valdost High 
Wildcats to a 61-39 win against the 
Clinch County High Panthers in ju­
nior varsity boys basketball action 
Saturday at VHS.

The 6-1 Cats also got 14 points 
from Ivan Iverson and 12 points from 
Carlos Jones. • __^^^ ^

■CLINCH COUNTY 47, VAL­
DOSTA 43 (OT) (GIRLS): Tracy Ma­
lone scored 15 points and Rosie 
Tomlinson added 13 as the visiting 
Clinch County High Pantherettes 
nipped the Lady Cats of Valdosta 
High 47-43 in overtime in girls prep 
basketball action Saturday night at 
VHS.

Esther Benjamin paced Valdosta 
with 23 points, while Amanda 
McGhin added 8 points.

Valdosta, 3-7, travels to Bainbridge 
Friday at 7, while Clinch County is at 
home Friday night against Atkinson 
County High at 7. , _ __

Daily Times Names All-Area Team
By CHRIS JOHNSON
Times Sports Writer

Above, Valdosta High Wild­
cats’ linebacker Dexter Dan­
iels (48) and quarterback 
Steve Everson (1) were se­
lected as the Valdosta Daily 
Times All-Area Defensive and 
Offensive Player of the Year,

Finding quality players to place on 
the All-Area team this year was an 
easy task. Success ran rampant in 
The Valdosta Daily Times' area. The 
difficult task this year was selecting 
the best of the best from the 1991 
Valdosta Daily Times All-Area team.

To select the cream of the crop, 
The Times looked to the champions 
— Class A state champion Clinch 
County and Region 1-AAAA cham­
pion Valdosta.

There were several candidates for 
Coach of the Year. In his first season 
at the helm of the Rebels, Brent 
Miller led Berrien High to an 8-5 re­
cord and a first-ever state playoff 
berth. Jeff Caldwell led a group of 
over-achievers at Brooks County to

another successful season. Two 
coaches completed three-year re­
building jobs — Jim Anderson and 
Rick Tomberlin.

Anderson led the Hamilton County 
Trojans to a 10-1 record in 1991 —the 
Trojans’ first winning season since 
1986. And Tomberlin led the Low­
ndes High Vikings to a 7-3 record 
and a play away from the playoffs.

But Don Tison of Clinch County 
was the only area coach to lead his 
team to a state title and a perfect 
season. For leading his Warn to the 
top of the heap, Tison receives the 
Coach of the Year honors.

The Panthers cruised through the 
1991 season dominating quality oppo­
nents. The Panthers the^ crushed 
Calhoun County and Wilkinson 
County in the first two rounds of the 
playoffs before advancing to the state

title game where they controlled the 
contest and dethroned the two-time 
defending state champion Lincoln 
County Red Devils to win .their sec­
ond Class A title in four years.

The Panthers were not tricky or 
fancy in 1991. But Clinch County’s 
players knew their fundamentals. 
The Panthers won with excellent 
blocking, tackling and running.

The offensive and defensive play­
ers of the year came from the 11-1 
Valdosta Wildcats. Dexter Daniels, 
The USA Today's Defensive Player of 
the Year, is also honored as the All­
Area Defensive Player of the Year. 
His strongest competition came from 
crosstown rival Randall Godfrey of 
Lowndes High, who was named the 
Region 1-AAAA Defensive Player of 
the Year and Pigskin Sports'

See All-Area, Page 3-C

Cats ’92 Football Schedule Shaping Up
By MIKE GRUBB
Times Sports Editor

If last year’s football schedule 
seemed tough, then you might not 
even want to look at the Valdosta 
High Wildcats’ 1992 tentative football 
schedule. Gone from last season are 
McEachern, Wayne County, Jess 
Lanier (Ala.) and Robert E. Lee 
(Ala.). They have been replaced with 
the likes of Pennsylvania prep power 
Glen Mills High, Florida’s Columbia 
County High out of Lake City, Rich­
mond Academy of Augusta and. 
Athens’ Cedar Shoals.

However, it must be noted that 
these are tentative games. They have 
been verbally agreed to, but con­
tracts have yet to be sign.

Nick Hyder’s Cats will play 6 
games at Cleveland Field and 4 on 
the road during the 1992 gridiron 
wars.

■ Valdosta will open up the season 
Sept. 4 at Cleveland Field against the 
Richmond Academy Musketeers of 
Augusta. The Cats hold a 4-2 advan­
tage in the series with this Region 4- 
AAA school. However, the Muske­
teers defeated the Cats, 18-14, in the 
last game between these two teams.. 
That occured in 1970 as Richmond 
Academy was the last team to defeat 
a Wright Bazemore-coached Valdosta 
High squad.

The Cats will remain at home Sept. 
11 as the Luther Welsh-coached 
Camden County High Wildcats of St. 

• Mary’s invade Cleveland Field. VHS 
holds a 3-0-1 series edge against 
Camden County, including a 27-7 win 

: in 1991 at Cleveland Field. After play- 
■ ing last season in Region 2-AAA, 

Camden County is moving up into 
I the Class AAAA ranks for 1992.
i On Saturday, Sept. 19, the Cedar 
i Shoals High Jaguars will prowl into 

legendary Cleveland Field to play the

Tentative 1992 VHS 
Football Schedule

Sept. 4
Sept. 11
Sept. 19
Sept. 25 •
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov.

2
9

16
23
30

6
13

Richmond Academy 
Camden County 

Cedar Shoals 
at Columbia Co., Fla. 

Glen Mills, Pa.
Open 

at Bainbridge* 
.at Colquitt Co.* 

at Tift Co.* 
Coffee* 

Lowndes*
-denote Region 1-AAAA games

Cats. This will be the first meeting 
ever between this 8-AAAA team and 
the Cats.

VHS travels down 1-75 Sept. 25 to 
Lake City, Fla. and a date with Co­
lumbia County High. Valdosta High

and then-Lake City High have done 
battle 7 different times with the Cats 
holding a 4-2-1 lead in the series. The 
last time these two teams met was in 
1921 with Lake City coming out on 
top, 7-0.

“We have been working with Co­
lumbia County s.ince 1985 to get them 
on our schedule,” stated Hyder 
Wednesday morning. “This should be 
a really big game.”

Week No. 5 will bring Glen Mills 
High of Concordville, Pa. to the Aza­
lea City on Oct. 2 to meet the Cats at 
Cleveland Field. Last season, Glen 
Mills High posted a perfect 10-0 
mark.

“Glen Mills High called us wanting 
to play,” added Hyder. “They have a 
young man named Ron Nealy, who 
was on the USA Today All-American 
team. The University of Georgia was 
trying to recruit him and Frank Or- 
gel of Georgia was up there and

mentioned that we were looking for 
some games and they called us.”

After an open date Oct. 9, the Cats 
will begin their-Region 1-AAAA 
schedule and a three-game road trip. 
VHS will travel to Bainbridge on Oct. 
16 to battle the Bearcats in the Re­
gion 1-AAAA opener. On Oct. 23, the 
Cats will prowl into Moultrie to battle 
the Colquitt County High Packers at 
Mack Tharpe Stadium. Oct. 30 has 
Valdosta on the road again. This time 
the destination is the Devils’ Den in 
Tifton and a date with the Tift 
County High Blue Devils.

VHS will close out the 1992 regular 
season with two home games. On 
Nov. 6, Bonwell Royal’s Coffee High 
Trojans march into Cleveland Field 
for a Region 1-AAAA clash. Finally on 
Nov. 13, it will be time for the ‘The 
Winnersville Classic’ as the Lowndes 
High Vikings travel to Cleveland 
Field.
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If either Valdosta team is to bring 
)me a win tonight, it knows it won’tFile

-A Tuesday, January 21,1992
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Expect Tough Game
■VALDOSTA BERRIEN:

While crosstown rival Lowndes High 
has been experiencing good fortune 
on the basketball court recently, both 

I Valdosta High basketball teams are I playing below the .500 mark with the
Lady Wildcats struggling at 4-8 over­
all and the Wildcats just below .500 at 

a 5-7. ’ •

Saturday night in Jasper, Fla. The 
Wildcats, though, were humbled by 
an excellent Hamilton County Tro­
jans squad 69-54.

Berrien’s girls defeated Lanier 
County Saturday 74-35, and the Re­
bels lost 66-59.

■NAME:
Sophia Owens
■ RESIDENCE;
Valdosta
■OCCUPATION:
Senior at Valdosta 
High School
■ HOBBIES:
Writing, singing
■QUOTE OF 
THE DAY:
“Have faith, work 
hard, and God will 
take care of the 
rest.”

I come without a struggle. The Val­
I dosta and Berrien boys have split 

two close games this season with the 
Rebels winning at Valdosta and Val­
dosta winning in the Lowndes 
Christmas Tournament. The Berrien 
and Valdosta girls have played once 
this season with the Rebellettes com­
ing out on top with a double-oyertime 
win at Valdosta.

The Lady Wildcats are fresh off a 
54-49 road win over Hamilton County

Sports

—“
■HYDER SPEAKS TO CHIEFTAINS: Three former 
head coaches helped West Rome High School say good­
bye to its football program, which won four straight 
state championships in the 1980s.

“In 10 or 20 years from now, you all can make the 
statement that ‘Yes, I was a member of that last West 
Rome team,’” former coach Nick Hyder told the 1991 
Chieftains at a banquet Monday night.

West Rome is being consolidated with cross-city rival 
East Rome next fall to form Rome High School.

Hyder, now head coach at Valdosta High, joined for­
mer coaches Paul Kennedy and Charles Winslette for 
the farewell banquet. Winslette, now head coach at 
Greene-Taliaferro, led West Rome to the last of its four 
straight Class AA championships in 1985.

Sam Sprewell, West Rome’s coach for the last three 
years, noted that his non-graduating players will be­
come Rome Wolves next year.

“And I want you to be the best danged Wolves you 
can be,” he said.

®be Balina ^aito ®we^
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Crocker’s Cats Pin Trojans, 63-8
By MIKE GRUBB
Times Sports Editor

Eddie Crocker’s wrestling Valdosta High 
• Wildcats improved to 10-3 on the year by cap­

hiring first place in a tri-wrestling meet with 
the Dougherty High Trojans and the West Lau­
rens High Raiders Tuesday night at VHS. 
Dougherty grabbed second place honors, while 
the Raiders came in third.

West Laurens forfeited its matches to Val­
dosta High and Dougherty High.

In the only match that actually took place, 
the Cats recorded 7 pins en route to a 63-8 
devastation of the visiting Class AAA Trojans. 
In fact, no Valdosta High wrestler was pinned 
during the match as the Cats won 11 of the 13 
individual matches.

“I’m surprised that we won so convincingly,” 
stated Crocker, whose Cats will host the Low­
ndes High Vikings Friday night at 7. “I’m ex­
tremely pleased with the way that our guys 
performed. I really appreciate the support of 
the parents and the community.”

VHS’ Adam Van Nus got the Cats on the 
winning trail against Marlon Jackson in a bat­
tle of 103 pounders. Van Nus led 2-0 after one 
period and 6-4 heading into the final 2 minutes. 
With Van Nus in front by a 10-6 score in the 
third and final period, DHS’ Jackson was dis­
qualified for using an illegal hold for the fourth 
time in the match giving Van Nus the win and 
the Cats a 6-0 lead.

Valdosta High stretched its lead to 10-0 after 
Don Marconi won a 15-6 decision against Doug­
herty’s Alfred Davis in the 112 pound class. 
Marconi was in control throughout, leading 6-2 
at the end of the first period and 11-4 heading 
into the third and final period.

The first pin of the night went to VHS’ Ray­
mond Kassum in the 118 pound division. Fac­
ing Lymoski Davis, Kassum recorded the pin 
at the 1:06 mark of the opening period as VHS 
took control, 16-0.

Scott Jones, VHS’ participant in the 125 
pound class, won via a forfeit to stretch VHS’ 
lead to 22-0.

In a battle of 130 pounders, Valdosta’s Steve 
Hubbard disposed of Dougherty’s Calvin

Wright with a pin just 52 seconds into the sec­
ond period. Hubbard was in charge at 9-2 when 
the pin occured. The Cats had amassed a 28-0 
advantage.

Not to be outdone, VHS’ Eric Skinner pinned 
DHS’ Sheridan Hardwick 1:32 into the second 
period to increased Valdosta’s lead to 34-0. 
Skinner was leading 5-2 when he registered the 
pin in the 135 pound weight class.

Coming out the chute on fire, VHS’ Keith 
McConnahead only took 40 seconds to pin 
Dougherty’s Gene Johnson in the 140 pound 
class. Valdosta High was now in command, 40­
0.

The visiting Trojans recorded their first of 
two wins in the 145 pound weight class as 
Eldred Eady decisioned VHS’ Mark Kassum, 
21-5. Dougherty had managed to finally get on 
the scoreboard, trailing 40-5.

In a battle of 152 pounders, Dougherty’s 
Linfred Davis scored 2 points with just 5 sec­
onds left in the match to edge Valdosta High’s 
Ryan Coyne, 6-4. That would be the last points 
Crocker’s Cats would allow the Trojans to reg­
ister the rest of the way, 40-8.

With just 5 seconds remaining in the opening 
period, VHS’ Andrew Denmark put DHS’ Willie 
Smith’s shoulders to the mat for a pin. Den­
mark was leading 5-0 when he recorded the pin 
in this matchup of 160 pounders. The Cats had 
increased their lead to 46-8 with three matches 
left on the night.

VHS’ Donald ‘Hit Man’ Hitson gave DHS’ 
Carlos Johnson an example of just why he is 
called the ‘Hit Man’. Just 25 seconds into this 
matchup of 171 pounders, Hitson pinned John­
son to stretch VHS’ lead to 52-8.

, In the 189 pound class, VHS’ Bobby Mangh- 
ram registered a pin against Dougherty’s Ter­
rance Roberts just 1:39 into the first period. 
The Cats had control at 58-8 with just the 
heavyweight division remaining.

Valdosta High’s Brahm Kellerman took com­
mand early against DHS’ Matt Hardwick, build­
ing up a huge 12-2 lead after one period. 
Kellerman stretched the lead to 14-3 after two 
periods and had an 18-3 advantage when the 
match was called in the third period. Keller­
man’s victory gave the Cats a huge 63-8 win.



Valdosta High’s Amanda McGhin (33) looks to pass around 
Lowndes High’s Shamiki Berrian (10) Tuesday night at Valdosta 
High School — Times Photo by Jeff Allen.

Lowndes Takes Two From VHS
By CHRIS JOHNSON
Times Sports Writer

Lowndes High swept a pair of 
games from Valdosta High Tuesday 
night on the Valdosta Wildcats’ home 
floor. The Vikettes took a 39-35 deci­
sion over the Lady Wildcats without 
the services of senior Vicky Williams, 
who sat on the bench for disciplinary 
reasons, and the Vikings downed the 
Cats 55-43.

The Vikettes improve to 8-5 overall 
and 4-3 in Region 1-AAAA, and the 
Vikings improve to 12-2 and 5-2. Val­
dosta’s girls fall to 4-11, 1-5, and Val­
dosta’s boys fall to 5-10 and 2-5.

The boys contest was a tight game 
until the Vikings finally got a grip on 
the game late in the fourth quarter.

The Cats took a 13-11 lead in the 
fourth quarter on a driving layup by 
Andre James to cap a 6-0 run. Low­
ndes then played for the last shot of 
the first quarter, and Antwan Gra­
ham came through for the Vikings 
with a jumper at the buzzer to tie the 
game at 13-13 at the end of one pe­
riod of play. That set the tone for the 
game.

Lowndes retook the lead with a 
Russell Barbee three-pointer, and he 
connected on another at the 6:16 
mark of the second to increase the 
Vikings’ lead to 19-15.

Girls Game
Lowndes 39, VHS 35

LOWNDES (39)
Jenkins 12, McNorlon 4, Hobbs 2, Brooks 11, Brinkley 2, Colhran

VALDOSTA (35)
E. Benjamin 17, Troutman 3, Dennis 4, Johnson 6, McGhin 3, Y. 

Beniamin 2.
Lowndes 6 10 11 12-39
Valdosta 7 8 3 17—35

■ RECORDS: Lowndes 8-5, Va Idos la 4-11.
L'wNn^®^ES:Tif,Coun^ Randall Godfrey added a layup to cap

Boys Game 
Lowndes 5S, VHS 43 

LOWNDES (55)
Barbee 11, Graham 13, Kellerman 10, Baker 13, Godfrey 8.

VALDOSTA (43)
Bell 6, James 8, Lowe 19, Steinberg 6, Benjamin 4.

Lowndes 13 16 13 13-55
Valdosta 13 12 15 3-43

■ RECORDS: Lowndes 12-2, Valdosta 5-10.
■ NEXT GAMES: Bainbridge al Lowndes (Fri.), Tift County of 

Valdosta (Fri.).

The Vikings took a six-point lead 
when Pete Ketterman converted a 
four-point play after connected on a 
three-pointer and then making the 
ensuing free throw after being fouled 
in the process. Lowndes held on to 
lead 29-25 at the end of the first half.

Lent Bell came of the bench for 
Valdosta to ignite a second half rally 
for the Cats after Lowndes took an 
11-point lead with 5:22 left in the 
third quarter.

Bell connected on two three-point­
ers in the quarter to cut the lead 
back to seven at 42-35 with 2:08 left 
in the third. The Cats’ Ernest Lowe 
then scored on a three-pointer of his 
own to cut it to 42-38. Lowe then 
stole the ball as Lowndes played for 
the last shot and capped off the quar­
ter with a monster slam at the other 
end of the floor to ignite the Valdosta

crowd and cut the lead to 42-40 at 
the end of three periods of play.

But the fourth quarter belonged to 
the Vikes’ Graham. The senior guard 
single-handedly outscored Valdosta 
7-1 for the first 4:23 of the third, and

a 9-1 run to start the final period. 
That stretched the lead back to dou­
ble digits at 51-41 with 3:16 left to 
play, and the Vikes hung on for the 
12-point victory.

Valdosta scored just three points in 
the fourth period.

Lowndes had four players to score 
in double figures despite the low 
score. Graham and Joe Baker led the 
way with 13 points each, Barbee 
added 11, and Ketterman chipped in 
10 points. Baker and Ketterman led 
the Vikes with seven rebounds each. 
Lowe was the only Wildcat in double 
figures with 19 points.

“We showed some characted and 
showed some poise in the end and 
kept the lead on up there in the 
fourth quarter,” said Lowndes head 
coach Terry Wilkes. “We just talked 
about going back to our offense and 
making them come to us.”

“We forced some shots that we 
shouldn’t have taken,” said Valdosta 
head coach John Miller. “I felt like 
we in the game up until about the 
two-minute mark. We just couldn’t

See SWEEP, Page 10-A
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score in the fourth quarter.” 
The girls game was an even closer 

contest and was not decided until the 
last 48 seconds of the contest when 
Stacy Brinkley connected on two free 
throws to stretch the lead to nine 
points. The Vikettes were then able 
to hold on for a four-point victory.

The largest lead of the first half 
was three points - twice held by 
VHS. Neither team was able to get 
its offense on track in the first half 
as VHS led just 7-6 after one quarter 
of play, and Lowndes led just 16-15 
at the half.

The third quarter would decide 
this contest as Lowndes scored the 
first eight points of the third quarter, 
and outscored the Lady Wildcats 11­
3 in the quarter. The Vikettes led 27-

18 going into the fourth and final 
period.

A set shot by Lowndes’ Mentha 
McNorton kept the lead at nine, 35­
26, with just 3:59 remaining. The 
Lady Wildcats’ Esther Benjamin and 
DeDe Dennis then scored on back- 
to-back buckets to pull VHS back into 
the contest down just 35-30 with 3 05 
left in the game.

But the two free throws by Coth- 
ron stretched the lead back to 39-30 
with 48 seconds remaining, and the 
Lady Wildcats’ Amanda McGhin 
made the score a little more respect­
able at 39-35.

Benjamin was the only Lady Wild­
cat in double figures with 17 points. 
Shanell Jenkins led Lowndes with 12 
points, and Chamanda Brooks added

“It was a good win for us from the 
standpoint that we found out we can 
win without one of our better players 
in the lineup,” Lowndes head coach 
Larry Maffit. “From that standpoint, 
it ought to give us some confidence. 
I thought some of our younger play­
ers played well. I think Stacy played 
well. I thought Chamanda did an 
excellent job on Benjamin tonight.

“If Vicky gets back to practice and 
works hard, then she’ll have an 
opportunity to start again Friday,” he 
added. “If she doesn’t, then we’ll use 
her as best we can.”

“We just didn’t do what we’re sup­
posed to,” said Valdosta head coach 
Linda Blackwell. “We’re not a good 
enough basketball team to do that. 
We just didn’t show up tonight — 
mentally or physically.”
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Valdostan Learns About U.S
;1

By SUSAN A. SMIGIELSKI
School Beat

Youth & Schools
Kelli Bowman

2-B Monday, January 27,1992

As Exchange Student In Japan

VHS NJROTC
Visits Baxley’s 
Plant Hatch

Some Valdosta High students are 
better versed on the sometimes con­
troversial topic of nuclear energy af­
ter a trip to a Georgia Power Co. 
nuclear plant last week.

Members of Naval Junior R.O.T.C 
visited the Plant Hatch Visitors Cen­
ter near Baxley Wednesday. Located 
on the Altamaha River at the Ap­
pling-Toombs county line, the visitors 
center rests on the site of Georgia’s 
first nuclear-fueled generating plant 
operated by Georgia Power.

Students walked through exhibits 
describing how fuels are used to pro­
duce electricity, how the nuclear- 
powered plant works and fission —

Todd Parramore thought it important to experience 
other cultures, so he signed up to be an exchange stu­
dent to Japan.

Parramore, Son of Mr. and Mrs. David Drumheller, is 
home on holiday. He will return this month to finish his 
semester at college.

In the five months Parramore has been in Japan, he 
has learned much about the Japanese, as expected. But 
he said he has learned quite a bit about the United 
States.

“Now that I am out of South Georgia, I can reflect and 
look back,” he said.

“I can compare, and I have broaden my views of the 
U.S.,” Parramore said.

However, his experience has not changed his mind on 
his feelings about his homeland.

“I still think it’s the greatest nation,” he said.
“Japan has its problems; it is overcrowded and over­

worked,” Parramore said. ,
“The businessman spends too much time with work 

and little time with his family,” he added.
In addition, Parramore said there is . little room for in­

dividuality to the point where it is almost a homogenous 
society.

However, Parramore would not discourage anyone 
from international travel — especially college students.

“Everybody should see other things and broaden their 
experience and meet other people,” he said.

Parramore gained interest in Japan after taking a lan­
guage course in Japanese at Valdosta State College. He 
said he also recognizes that Japan is a leading world 
business power.

He is majoring in political science with a minor in in­
ternational business.

While in Japan he stays with a family.
TODD PARRAMORE 

Broadens Views Of U.S.
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the splitting of atoms.
Georgia Power owns 

jointly with Oglethorpe 
poration, the Municipal 
thority of Georgia and 
Dalton.

VHS student Tiffany Roan traveled 
a tad farther on another field trip 
north. Tiffany attended the National 
Young Leaders Conference in Wash­
ington, D.C., last week. She was 
among 350 outstanding high school 
students nationwide selected.

• • PQ ^ 
£ w 
075 s

---- CL O

i>

A

CD

o 
CD

J a 5 g 
’S'§§S 
CO 03 -^ S

• S © £ O
£ g S 2

3 « c E ^

HO

E ® Su a> S .^c’?a>(®cEoS
SSoSoe^xSo^^^



Local Players Sign On
BRealted Photos Page 3-B
By MIKE GRUBB 
Times Sports Editor

Wednesday was a day that dreams 
came true for many of the area prep 
football players. It was national sign­
ing day. The first day a prep player 
could sign a letter of intent to play 
football at the college of their 
dreams.

Nick Hyder’s Valdosta High Wild­
cats, who went 11-1 in 1991 and won 
their sixth consecutive Region 1- 
AAAA championship, led the way 
with at least 10 current or former 
players signing on to. continue their 
football careers and education at the 
college level. Steve Spurrier’s Florida 
Gators landed one of the most heav­
ily recruited athletes in the area in 
VHS All-American linebacker Dexter 
Daniels.

Valdosta’s All-Region split end 
Brice Hunter decided to continue his 
playing career in Athens for Ray Goff 
and the University of Georgia Bull­
dogs. Trampis Wrice, an All-Region 
cornerback for the Cats, was ex­
pected to sign on with Tom Os­
borne’s Nebraska Cornhuskers.

The West Georgia College Braves. play at Jones (Miss.) Junior College, 
landed a pair of talented defensive while Frederick Hinton will continue

Signings----
; From Page 2-B

letter of intent with Georgia South- 
f ern.

So far, the Bainbridge High Bear- 
| cats and the Coffee High Trojans 

have not had any player sign as of 
presstime. However, the Bearcats 
are expecting to have a couple play­
ers sign within the next week. Run­
ning back Vidal Lively, who has been 
recruited by Florida State, is still 
waiting on his SAT scores. Thomas 
Jackson is expected to sign with 
Tennessee State in the next day or

■ Semifinalist: Stephanie 
Powell of Valdosta was among the 
163 high school seniors who visited 
Presbyterian College in Clinton, 
S.C., Jan. 25 for the annual Aca­
demic Scholarship competition. .

■ Academy Nominees: Sec­
ond District Congressman Charles 
Hatcher has nominated Ryan 
Coyne, Nicholas Reed and Mat­
thew Lukens of Valdosta for ap­
pointment to federal service 
academies.

Ryan, the son of Rosetta and 
Stephen Coyne, and a senior at 
Valdosta High School, has been 
nominated for an appointment to 
the U.S. Military Academy.

Nicholas, the son of Charlene 
and William Reed, and a senior at

VHS, has been nominated to the 
U.S. Air Force Academy.

Matthew, the son of Ann and 
John Lukens, and a senior at Low­
ndes High School, has been nomi­
nated to the U.S. Air Force 
Academy.

■ Scholarships: Governor 
Zell Miller announced that five lo­
cal residents have been awarded 
Governor’s Scholarships for the 
college of their choice.

Lynda J. Thompson of Valdosta 
has been awarded a scholarship for 
study at Georgia Southern Univer­
sity. Stacy S. Courson of Lakeland 
and Shannon D. Griffin of Valdosta 
have been awarded a scholarship 
for study at Valdosta State College. 
Jimmy W. Green has been 
awarded a scholarship for study at 
The University of Georgia. Shelley 
A. Miller of Hahira has been 
awarded a scholarship for study at 
Georgia Institute of Technology.

The prestigious scholarship, 
awarded to 562 outstanding high 
school seniors throughout the 
state, covers tuition costs of up to
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players in VHS defensive back John 
Copeland and defensive lineman Tim 
McClain. VHS’ John Gloster, a de­
fensive lineman, will continue his 
playing career at Savannah State, 
while big offensive lineman Eddie 
Wooten will take his talents to Ten­
nessee State.

Valdosta High defensive end Nick 
Reed will oe attending the Air Force 
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo., 
but it is unsure if he will play football 
or not. Running back Albert Ed­
monds is expected to choose be­
tween Tennessee State and 
Savannah State sometime today.

These will not be the only Cats to 
sign national letters of intent to play 
college football. Look for such tal­
ented players as Mike Roberts, Tim 
O’Brien, Sean Van Ausdall and Andy 
Sheffield to make a move within the 
next couple of weeks.

Former Valdosta High standout 
Anthony Williams, who has been 
playing football at Itawamba (Miss.) 
Junior College, signed on to play at 
Georgia Southern. Two other former 
Cats have signed on to play in junior 
college ranks. Robert Fillmore will

so. Quarterback Brian Powell has 
already signed a baseball scholarship 
with the University of Georgia.

Hamilton County High (Fla.) 
jans’ defensive tackle Derrick 
liams signed a letter of intent 
the Knights of Central Florida.

Tro- 
Wil- 
with

The Thomasville High Bulldogs 
had four players sign on Wednesday. 
All-Region wide receiver Sheddrick 
Wilson has decided to venture to 
Baton Rouge and play for the Loui­
siana State Tigers. Mike Cavan and 
East Tennessee State landed offen-

his career at Hinds (Miss.) Junior 
College.

Lowndes High All-American line­
backer Randall Godfrey, who led the 
Vikings to a 7-3 mark in 1991, signed 
on to play football for the University 
of Georgia Bulldogs. He was the only 
Viking player to sign on Wednesday, 
although many more are expected to 
sign within the next couple of weeks.

Traveling around Region 1-AAAA, 
Gene Brodie’s Tift County High Blue 
Devils had four players sign Wednes­
day. Defensive end Todd Fordham 
signed on with Bobby Bowden’s Flor­
ida State Seminoles as an offensive 
tackle. Tift County running back/cor­
nerback Dean Lott has decided to 
play for the Georgia Southern Eagles 
as a safety. Savannah State signed 
two Blue Devils in defensive end Ke­
nyatta King and tight end Niketa 
Battle.

Jim Hughes’ Colquitt County High 
Packers had three players ink letters 
of intent Wednesday. All-Region run­
ning back Nathan Williams will be 
joining former Packer Anthony 
Bridges with the Louisville Cardinals. 
Region 1-AAAA’s Offensive Player of 
the Year Chris McCranie signed with 
the Georgia Bulldogs, while All-Re­
gion linebacker Lee Brooks inked a

See SIGNINGS, Page 3-B

sive lineman Chad Thompson and 
running back/cornerback Terry Fred­
erick. Running back Mathis Curry 
has signed on with West Georgia.

Former Cairo High Syrupmaker 
All-Region linebacker Terry Solomon 
signed with the Auburn Tigers. 
Worth County Rams’ running back 
Robert Toomer signed with LSU, 
while linebacker Anthony Battle 
inked a pact with Georgia Southern. 
Dougherty High Trojans’ defensive 
lineman Brett Williams signed with 
Clemson and quarterback Ronnie 
Gordon signed with Vanderbilt.

School, studies between classes

$1,540 per year for full-time study 
in Georgia. It may be renewed for 
an additional three years if the stu­
dent maintains acceptable grades.

Selection of the scholarship re­
cipients was based on academic, 
standardized test scores and lead­
ership. Students must have been 
named valedictorian, salutatorian, 
STAR student or Georgia Scholar.

■ Competition: Four Valdosta 
students are among the 181 out­
standing high school seniors se­
lected for Presbyterian College’s 
1992 academic scholarship compe­
tition.

Hilary Davis, Kevin Hiers, Ste­
phanie Powell and Rob Ryan Jr., 
all of Valdosta, were among the 
semifinalists, chosen from several 
hundred scholarship applicants. 
The semifinalists have been inter­
viewed by PC faculty and will each 
receive scholarship funds if they 
enroll at PC in August. From this 
group, 19 students will be inter­
viewed on campus Feb. 21-22 as fi­
nalists for the college’s top 
scholarships, including two full-cost 
Quattlebaum Honor Scholarships.
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VHS Students Visit London
By KRISTINE HARNAGE
Times Staff Writer_______________

Big Ben, Windsor Castle, Stone­
henge, Westminster Abbey - these 
are just a few of the famous sights 
three Valdosta High students were 
able to visit during their trip to Lon­
don.

Leigh Saliba, Chris Sanders and 
Jamey Waters, three seniors at VHS, 
left Christmas Day for London with 
Gnann Moser, a 12th grade English 
teacher at VHS; Ms. Moser’s mother, 
Mrs. Laurence (Grace) Alvarez; Ms. 
Moser’s 10-year-old daughter, Marie; 
and Mrs. J.E. (Pat) Tudor and her 
daughter, Melanie Tudor Tillman, for 
a seven-day trip.

This opportunity is offered to se­
niors every year and cost them $800 
each. It was the students’ first time 
in London and Ms. Moser’s fourth. 
This was also Chris and Jamey’s first 
time flying, and they were a little 
anxious.

“Once the plane took off it was 
OK,” they said.

The group tried to cover as much 
as possible in the little time they 
were there. They took two trips by 
train: one to Windsor and the other 
to Canterbury; and three trips by 
bus: to Bathe, Stonehenge and Salis­
bury Cathedral. They also visited the 
Tower of London, St. Paul’s Cathe­
dral and Harrod’s Department Store 
(the largest department store in the 
world — eight stories high and one 
entire block.)

“An employee at Harrod’s told us 
that the store can get anything that 
exists in the world,” said Ms. Moser. 
“For example, someone called in a 
prank once and asked for an el­
ephant. Harrod’s called that person 
back 45 minutes later to ask them if 
they wanted Asian or African!”

Chris said the most memorable 
moments of the trip for him were vis­
iting St. Paul’s Cathedral and Stone­
henge.

“I really got an appreciation for 
how old everything is in England 
compared to the United States,” he 
said.

The trip to the British Museum 
was also very interesting, said Chris.

“We saw original scripts of various 
literary works: including Shake­
speare’s plays and the Magna Carta, 
and we saw the Rosetta Stone and 
Egyptian mummies.”

“The trip to Canterbury and visit­
ing Churchill’s underground Cabinet 
War Rooms was what I enjoyed the 
most,” said Leigh. “I was very im­
pressed, and I plan to return one day

From left, Jamey Waters, Chris Sanders, their triP to England - Tinies Staff Photo by 
Leigh Saliba and Ganan Moser talk about Pawl Leavy.

and see more. There was so much to 
see that we couldn’t possible see it 
all in the short time we were there.

“I also liked Canterbury,” said Ja- 
mey, “but I liked the Jack-the-Ripper 
tour the most. The tour guide took us 
to every place Jack-the-Ripper mur­
dered someone and even told us how 
he did it!

“I’ll also never forget how terrible 
the drivers were over there; there’s 
no speed limit, no stop signs - Mrs. 
Alvarez was almost hit three times 
— twice by taxis (which were Rolls 
Royces) and once by a motorcycle!”

“We were very fortunate the 
weather was good,” said Ms. Moser. 
“It didn’t rain once while we were 
there, and the temperature was be­
tween 45-50 degrees. Once we even 
had sun and reached 60 degrees.”

The group dined on several En­
glish foods while there, including fish 
’n chips and scones (muffins with 
currants —small, seedless raisins). 
They drank Coke, hot tea or coffee, 
but had to ask for ice if they wanted 
it.

One cannot go to London without 
visiting the London Tower, West­
minster Abbey, the British Museum 
and a cathedral is a must, said the 
students. If the opportunity arises, 
the trips to Stonehenge and Can­
terbury are well worth your while 
too.

Standing tall in London, England, is St. Stephen’s Tower 
which contains the clock, Big Ben, which was snapped by 
Jamey Waters on his trip there. ' __
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Valdosta High All-Region senior split end 
Brice Hunter looks over potential colleges after 
helping the Cals compile an 11-1 record during

the 1991 prep foolhall season. Hunter has 
trimmed his list of schools to four —Times 
Photo hy Jeff Allen.

VHS’Hunter Among The Best
By MIKE GRUBB
Tinies Sports Editor

When thinking of Valdosta High re­
ceivers, the names of such past 
greats as Stan Rome, Hosea Heard, 
Charles Steward and John Lastinger 
spring to mind. For the past two foot­
ball seasons, the Cats and their fans 
have had the pleasure of watching 
yet another great VHS receiver 
showcase his talents in senior Brice 
Hunter.

Hunter-----
From Page 2-B

top four or five receivers to ever 
play at Valdosta High,” stated VHS 
receivers coach Bob Bolton. “During 
my tenure at Valdosta High, he has 
to be one of the top two. Brice can 
play with anybody in the country. In 
addition to his physical skills, he has 
soft hands, runs great routes and 
possesses a lot of blocking skills. All 
of that makes him a complete foot­
ball player.

“Probably, Brice’s greatest 
strength is his ability to make adjust­
ments and catch the football. He is 
very coachable. Brice has never 
missed a practice or put himself 
ahead of the team. The two biggest 
questions concering a receiver would 
be their speed and catching balls 
across the middle. Well, Brice has 
speed. He runs a 4.55 in the 40-yard 
dash and he will definitley catch the

This glue-fingered receiver finished 
the 1991 regular season as Region 1- 
AAAA’s third leading receiver. 
Hunter hauled in 32 passes for 520 
yards and 6 touchdowns as the Cats 
rolled to a perfect 10-0 regular sea­
son mark. Along the way, VHS cap­
tured its sixth consecutive Region 1- 
AAAA football title. Valdosta High 
would go on to finish the year at 11-1, 
losing 6-0 in the Class AAAA state 
football quarterfinal playoffs at La­
Grange to the eventual state and na­
tional champion Grangers.

ball across the middle. Brice also has 
the ability to go deep.”

“Brice is one of the better receiv­
ers to come through here,” said Val­
dosta High head football coach Nick 
Hyder. “He is out there everyday 
and works hard. He is a good colli­
sion person. Brice also runs good 
routes and concentrates well on the 
football.”

With all of this praise, it is no won­
der Hunter has caught the attention 
of many of the nation’s top college 
football programs. Right now, Hunter 
has trimmed his list of prospective 
colleges to Georgia, Nebraska, 
Georgia Southern and Florida.

“I’m looking for four things when 
going over these colleges,” stated 
Hunter. “The first thing is the envi­
ronment. Secondly, do I fit in there? 
I also consider how well I get along 
with the other players and how well 
I get along with the coaches.”

Right now, the only stumbling

For his efforts, Hunter was a unan­
imous selection as first team split 
end on the 1-AAAA All-Region foot­
ball team. He was also chosen to the 
Valdosta Daily Times All-Area foot­
ball squad. Hunter was also an Hon­
orable Mention All-State selection by 
the Atlanta Constitution.

During his four years at VHS, 
Hunter was a three-year letterman 
and a two-year starter on the football 
squad.

“I think Brice Hunter is one of the 
See HUNTER, Page 3-B

block in Hunter’s path is the mini­
mum score of 700 on the SAT.

“I’m not giving up,” added Hunter. 
“I’m going to keep taking the test 
until I make the score. I want to go 
to college and get an education.”

“Even though Brice has not made 
the score, he will not give up on him­
self,” said Bolton. “He is a compet­
itor. It is very encouraging to see a 
young man put. forth the effort that 
Brice is to play Division I football.”

There is more to Hunter than just 
football. He is also a member of the 
VHS track team where he partici­
pates in the 110 hurdles, the 330 hur­
dles and the 4X100 relay.
Hunter also works hard in the 

weight room. He bench presses 255 
pounds, power cleans 250 and does 
700 pounds on the hip sled. In fact, 
Hunter scored 215 points in Valdosta 
High’s highly-touted Super Cats con­
ditioning tests.
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Blazers Sign
Pair Of

By MIKE GRUBB 
Tinies Sports Editor

The Valdosta State College Blazers 
announced the signing of two junior 
college players on Wednesday, the 
national signing day for college foot­
ball programs.

VSC landed North Greenville Ju­
nior College defensive back Lannell 
Harper (5-6, 160) and Jones County 
(Miss.) Community College defensive 
back Earlie Dunlap (5-11, 180).

These are the first two signees in 
the Hal Mumme-era at VSC. 
Mumme, 39, was named as the new 
Blazer head football coach Tuesday. 
He succeeds Mike Cavan, who left to 
take over the football program at 
East Tennessee State University in 
Johnson City, Tenn. Mumme came to 
VSC after spending the past three 
seasons as the head coach at Iowa 
Wesleyan College (24-11).

Harper, who played his prep foot­
ball at Hart County High in Hartwell, 
spent the past two seasons at North 
Greenville Junior College. He led 
NGJC last season with 3 intercep­
tions, including returning one for a 
touchdown. Harper also registered 26 
tackles, recovered one fumble and 
had 15 pass break ups.

Dunlap, who played his prep foot­
ball at LaGrange High, is already in 
school at VSC. Last season, Dunlap 
recorded 33 tackles, picked off 6 
passes and blocked two field goals at
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Headed To Tennessee State
Valdosta High Wildcats’ offensive lineman Looking on proudly (left to right) 

Eddie Wooten (seated) signs a national letter of mother Rose Godrey and VHS head 
intent to play football for the Tennessee State coach Nick Hyder — Times Photo
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Youth & Schools

Pageant Winner Eyes Career As Pediatrician
By KRISTINE HARNAGE
Times Staff Writer

Jennifer Felecia Brown, daughter 
of the Rev. and Mrs. J. L. Brown of 
Valdosta, was crowned Miss Black 
Valdosta 1992-93 Feb. 2 at Mathis 
Municipal Auditorium.

The pageant included swimwear, 
evening gown and talent competi­
tions. The pageant opened with each 
of the seven contestants, dressed in 
costumes representing a different de­
cade (Jennifer, dressed in a poodle 
skirt and sweater, represented the 
1950s), introducing themselves.

Jennifer wore a black one-piece 
swimsuit, and her talent was singing. 
She performed the gospel song, “We 
Shall Behold Him.” She wore a pink, 
knee-length satin and sequined dress 
during the talent competition, and 
her evening gown was a gold and sil­
ver floor-length gown with sequins 
and beads.

Jennifer, a 17-year-old senior at 
Valdosta High School, is an honor 
student and a member of several 
school activities including the Val­
dosta High Marchin Cats Dance 
Line, the Fellowship of Christian Ath­
letes, PAMS (personality, manners, 
attitude and scholarship) and the 
Reveliers (female ensemble of the 
VHS chorus). Her favorite subject in 
school is English.

“I do best in English, and my tea­
cher is really good at expressing her­
self and explaining everything to the 
class,” said Jennifer.

At her father’s church, Macedonia 
First Baptist, she sings with both the 
Junior and Senior choirs, is the Pri­
mary Sunday School teacher and on 
the Junior Usher Board.

“I relish church-related activities 
like visiting the sick, putting on con­
certs for people at VSC and having 
cookouts and parties for the children 
of our church,” she said.

Jennifer Brown, Miss Black Valdosta 1992-93, talks 
about her love of children and her plans for her career —
Tinies Photo By Jeff Allen.
It is her love for children and her 

desire to help them that has helped 
Jennifer decide to pursue a career in 
medicine after graduating this year.

“I plan to study pediatrics and 
hope to open my own practice in Val­
dosta someday,” she said. “I love 
children and want to stay close to

home. I plan to go to VSC and then 
to either Georgia Southern or the 
University of Georgia.”

Jennifer has worked at McDonald’s 
on West Hill Avenue for two years. 
When the pageant practice began 
last November, Jennifer not only had 
to go to school full time but also took 
voice lessons for two hours three 
times a week, would then go to work 
until 1 a.m. and after getting off 
work, would still have to do her 
homework.

Miss Black Valdosta was Jennifer’s 
first pageant, and winning was a mo­
ment of “highly intense surprise.

“I was very happy, and it was a 
great feeling,” said Jennifer. “I knew 
everyone in the pageant. It was 
really stiff competition; in fact, my 
best friend was also a contestant. We 
all encouraged each other and are 
still all good friends though.”

Jennifer plans to enter more pag­
eants in the future.

“I plan on going as far as I possibly 
can while in college — as long as I 
can keep my grades up,” she said. “I 
would love to be in Miss America 
someday.”

Jennifer won a $1,000 scholarship, 
a trophy, a crown and a plaque. As 
Miss Black Valdosta 1992-93, she will 
sing at major programs in the com­
munity (her first performance will be 
at the Hudson Dockett Program at 
Mathis Municipal Auditorium), she 
will speak to children at Lomax-Pine- 
vale Elementary, and she will be in 
this year’s Thanksgiving Parade. 
Runners-up in the pageant were Ke- 
misha Davis, first, and Monique Fay, 
second.

Jennifer has one sister, Sonja, 16, 
and one brother, Seth, 10.

“My family was great support 
through all this,” she said. “I was 
very nervous, but I remembered ‘We 
can do all things through Christ,’ and 
that kept me going when I’d get dis­
couraged or tired.”

VHS Wins Region 1-AAAA Debates
Valdosta High’s debate team re­

cently won first place in the Region 
1-AAAA Debates at Lowndes High 
School.

The four-person team of Lee Scott, 
David Matthews, Bill Roberts and 
Stephanie Everett finished with a 4-0 
won-loss record in the two-round 
tournament. Stephanie was the first 
place negative speaker, and Mat­
thews won the first place affirmative 
speaker award.

This first-place finish qualifies the 
team to enter the State AAAA De­

bates in Forsyth Friday-Saturday. 
VHS finished fifth in the state last 
year. VHS has won the region 
championship for eight of the past 10 
years.

On Jan. 11, the VHS Debate Club 
hosted the Sixth Annual Valdosta De­
bates at Valdosta Junior High. 
Twenty-one high schools were rep­
resented in the one-day invitational 
tournament. Dublin captured first 
place in the varsity division, and 
Warner Robins won the junior varsity

division. Tift had the top four-person 
team.

Literary Coordinator Frank Hjort 
said sponsors of the invitational tour­
nament were Colson Business Sys­
tems, Valdosta Coca-Cola, Pepsi of 
Valdosta and McDonalds.
■ Open House: The faculty 
and staff of Valdosta High School 
invite all parents and the commu­
nity to Open House from 6:30 p.m.- 
8:45 p.m. Feb. 18.

According to William Aldrich, 
principal, there are two important

purposes for this Open House. One 
is to have closer contact between 
parents and teachers. The other is 
to get more parents involved in the 
education of their children, espe­
cially those parents of at-risk stu­
dents.

Several activities have been or­
ganized for Open House. Guests 
will have the opportunity to view 
displays sponsored by school clubs, 
organizations and classes, as well 
as the Academic Boosters Club 
and Valdosta Technical Institute.



Valdosta High Wildcats’ defensive lineman John Gloster 
(seated) signs a national letter of intent to play college foot­
ball for the Savannah State Tigers Wednesday at Valdosta 
High. VHS head football coach Nick Hyder proudly looks on 
— Tinies Photo by Paul Leavy.



Godfrey Heads

Georgia’s Class
including 270-pound Collins Peaden 
of Woodward Academy in Fayette­
ville and 260-pound Elliott Fortune of

The Associated Press

Gomg To Be A Bulldog
are cousin Danyel Leggett, aunt Joannie Mae 
Leggett, uncle Willie Leggett, friend Yolanda 
Jones and VHS head football coach and ath­
letic director Nick Hyder - Times Photo by

Valdosta High Wildcats’ AU-Region split end 
Brice Hunter (seated) signs a national letter o 
intent to plav college football for the Univer­
sity of Georgia Bulldogs Wednesday afternoon 
at his home. Proudly looking on (left to rig i ) Paul Leavy.

Valdosta High Wildcats’ All-American line- home. Looking on proudly (left to right) are his
backer Dexter Daniels (sealed) signs a national grandfather Bishop L.B. Daniels, VHS head 
letter of intent to play college football for the football coach Nick Hyder, sister Stephanie and 
University of Florida Gators Wednesday at his mother Mary — Times Photo by Paul Leavy.

Georgia landed USA Today All­
American linebacker Randall Godfrey 
of Lowndes County High in Valdosta 
Wednesday on the first day of the 
signing period for high school se­
niors. .

Georgia announced 21 signees, 
Georgia Tech 22 and perennial Divi­
sion I-AA power Georgia Southern 
17. .

This year’s signing date had a dif­
ferent twist with coaches unable to 
go into a community to sign a player 
in person. Signees were allowed to 
send their signed national letters-of- 
intent by fax to the schools.

Godfrey, a 218-pounder, had 62 solo 
tackles and 49 assists at Lowndes in 
his senior season.

The Bulldogs also got a second 
team USA Today All-American in 
260-pound tight end Adam Meadows 
of McEachern in Powder Springs. 
Georgia also got running back Larry 
Bowie of Anniston, Ala., who had 
2,600 all-purpose running yards last 
season.

Coach Bill Lewis had eight offen­
sive linemen among Tech’s signees,

Roosevelt, N.Y.
“We felt like that was one of our 

immediate needs,” Lewis said. “I 
think we did it with the number of 
players that we signed and I think 
we’ll see good size. There are some 
outstanding quality players in that 
group.”

The Yellow Jackets also claimed a 
top defensive line prospect — James 
Easterly, a 270-pounder from Wilde 
Lake High in Columbia, Md.

Quarterback Willie Gonzalez of 
Sunset High in Miami, Fla., signed 
with the Jackets. Gonzalez, a left­
hander, accounted for 2,000 yards 
and 21 touchdowns as a senior.

Coach Ray Goff at Georgia had 
seven junior college players on his 
list, including 340-pound offensive 
lineman Greg O’Neal of Milledgeville. 
O’Neal played at Northeast Okla­
homa Junior College and joins the 
Bulldogs with four of his teammates 
— linebacker Charlie Clemons of^ 
Griffin, wide receiver Jerry Jerman* 
and linebacker Danny Ledbetter.

Valdosta Linebacker Tops Florida’s ’92 Recruiting Class
The Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. - Florida, 
riding the momentum of its first 
Southeastern Conference

championship, unveiled a recruiting 
class Wednesday that experts believe 
will keep the Gators among the na 
tion’s elite football programs.

The biggest coup was the signing day’s prep defensive player of the those types of players. He has a 
* ■ year in 1991. chance to be an outstanding player.

“With our needs at the linebacker Spurrier expects Daniels to chai­
position, we had the best to offer , f playing time as true fresh- 
Dexter,” said coach Steve Spurrier. $ . LB
“We should be the school getting men. The Gators lost two lbs.

of linebacker Dexter Daniels of Val­
dosta, Ga., the top-rated player at his 
position according to several recruit­
ing services. He was also USA To-
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6-A Friday, February 21,1992

Vikings Edge Wildcats, 62-61
son game and another in the LUS

Sports

By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Editor

The Valdosta Wildcats learned 
Thursday night that even the fourth 
,ime was not a charm.

The Lowndes Vikings proved that 
heir three earlier wins over the 
Wildcats were no flukes as they 
ended their rival’s season with a 63­
62 win in the first round of the 
Region 1-AAAA tournament here at 
Espy Gymnasium.

The Valdosta Daily Times

By KELLI BOWMAN
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta, Students Make National Merit Finalists

Ten local teens have ascended to 
the honor of finalist in the National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation’s 
yearly scholarship contest.

Six Valdosta High School seniors 
and four from Lowndes High School 
qualified among contenders nation­
wide to become finalists and will now 
be considered for one of 6,000 schol­
arships.

Guidance counselors from both 
schools said this is the first year in 
some time, possibly forever, that 
such a high number of local students 
made it to finalist.

With the score tied at 58-58 in the 
final two minutes, Lowndes’ Antwan 
Graham buried two jumpers to put 
the Vikings up by three. But sopho­
more Ivan Iverson canned a 3- 
pointer for the Cats with 45 seconds 
left to cut the lead to a point.

Both teams traded possessions 
and Valdosta’s Andre James missed 
a shot underneath that would have 
given the Cats the lead. The ball 
went out of bounds off Valdosta but 
Lowndes turned the ball over on the

■ Valdosta High finalists were:
■Olivia M. Baratta. Miss Baratta 

• is a member of six clubs and partici- 
। pated in several athletic activities 
I during the past three years at VHS. 
i Miss Baratta is the vice president of 

the VHS Beta Club and is president 
; of the Spanish Honor Society. Last 
I summer she enrolled in classes at 

Harvard University in a special pro- 
7 gram for high school students.

■Sarita Ann Rainey. In addition to 
( being ranked at the top of her class, 
( this VHS drama enthusiast has per­
: formed in school, community and col­
; lege productions. She was named 

best actress regionally in 1991 and

Lowndes 62, VMS 61
LOWNDES (62) „

Gray 10, Barbee 11, Godfrey 13, Graham 11, Kellerman 8, 
Baker 9
VALDOSTA (61)

Steinberg 12, Beniamin 6, James 7, Lane 2, Roberts 12, Lowe 
5, Iverson 17
Lowndes 13 «
Valdosta 10 17 18 16—61

■ RECORDS: Lowndes 15-6, Valdosta6-15.
■ NEXT GAMES: Lowndes tonighl vs. Coffee at 8:30 p.m.

inbounds pass with two seconds left. 
But the Cats were forced to watch 
the final two seconds of the season 
tick off the clock as they were unable 
to hit the game-winner.

“They had a smaller lineup in their

Vikes---------
From Page 6-A 

throw, Steinberg sank another 
jumper and Iverson buried two free 
throws to give VHS their first lead of 
the game since the first minute.The 
teams traded baskets down the 
stretch before the Vikings fended off 
the rally, , , .

Again, the Vikings got a balanced 
scoring effort as six players scored 
eight points or more. Godfrey led the 
way with 13 points while Russell 
Barbee and Graham each had 11 and 
Tabaya Gray had 10. Iverson led the 
Cats with 17 points while Steinberg 
anc Michael Roberts each had 12.

“We had our opportunities but 
they just held us on,” said Valdosta 
coach John Miller. “I’ve got to like 
the effort my guys gave tonight but 
Lowndes came up and met the chal­
lenge each time.”

Along with hitting a couple of 
important baskets, Graham also

participated in the Governor’s Hon­
ors Program at VSC last summer.

■Laura Helen Barbas. Miss Bar­
bas, named top Spanish student at 
VHS from 1989 to 1991, uses her bil­
ingual talent outside the academic 
realm. She has participated in four 
summer mission trips, three to for­
eign countries, and is a volunteer in 
the Hispanic ministry of First Baptist 
Church of Valdosta. Miss Barbas is 
the editor of Reflections, VHS’s liter­
ary magazine.

■ Ann McCranie. Miss McCranie is 
the editor of VHS’ yearbook Sand­
spur, is a member of the Beta and
Interact clubs and is captain of the year and is a section leader for the 
Matgirls for the wrestling team. Miss Marchin Cats Band. Honors include 
McCranie is co-founder of the envi- being VHS’ outstanding math and

that gave us fits,” said LHS head 
coach Terry Wilkes. “Regardless of 
any mistakes we made tonight, I’m 
real proud of our team. To sweep , 
four games from Valdosta is quite an . 
accomohshment” they were never up my more tean3 a ends its season at 6-15 « ^ ™ngS UTP 53 47 % 

in the fourth quarter, James scored

Christmas Tounament.
Though Lowndes led most of the

way, they never led by more than 
Tine points and, in the second half,

while Lowndes goes to 15-6 with th6 
win. The Vikings will play Coflee 
High Friday night at 8:30 p.m. ip the 
second round of the tournev Low­
ndes is the only team to belt Coffee 
this season, winning one regiiar-sea-

inside and Billy Steinberg hit a short 
jumper, both off offensive rebounds, 
to cut the lead to two points.

After a Randall Godfrey free
See VIKES, Page 7-A

shined defensively. Graham was 
assigned to cover senior Ernest 
Lowe and the plan worked as Lowe 
had only five points in the game.

“I told Antwan that I didn’t care if 
he didn’t score a point tonight,” 
Wilkes said. “I wanted him to spend 
all his energy on defense. He did a 
great job on Lowe and he stepped up 
to hit some big shots late in the 
game. Antwan wants the ball in that 
situation. He’s that kind of player."

Valdosta dressed out 17 players for 
the game and they needed most of 
them as both of their starting post 
players, Steinberg and Joey Benja­
min, were forced to the bench early 
with foul trouble. Steinberg picked 
up his third foul late in the first 
period while Benjamin was whistled 
for the third time early in the sec- 
ond.Those two players along with 
Lowe picked up their fourth fouls 
before the fourth period began.

Wilkes said that his team is confi-

ronmental club which concentrates 
on recycling paper at the high school.

■William Richard Howard. How­
ard is a member of the Interact, 
Beta, Video, Ecology and Soccer 
clubs, French Honor Society and is 
president of the Science Club. How­
ard participated in the Governor’s 
Honors Program and attended the 
Johns Hopkins University Center for 
the Advancement of Academically 
Talented Youth in the summers of 
1989 and 1990.

Bert Eidson. Eidson is serving as 
president of the VHS Math Team this

science student the past two years 
and being named Outstanding Social 
Studies Student his lOth-grade year.

dent as they prepare to face the 19­
2 Trojans.

“The last time we played them, 
they embarassed us over at their 
place,” Wilkes said. “I hope we 
remember that. I think we know 
what to expect after seeing them 
three times already. They are a very 
Sood basketball team but our kids 

elieve they can play with them.”

■TIFT COUNTY BOYS 54, 
COLQUITT COUNTY 53: Colquitt 
County’s James Stancil nailed a 
jumper on his only field goal of the 
night with just seven seconds remain­
ing to give the Packers a 53-52 lead in 
Thursday night’s late game. But the 
Tift County Blue Devils avoided the 
upset bid on a layup by Terrell John­
son with just one second left to play, 
and the Blue Devils advanced to play 
Bainbridge tonight. Colquitt County’s 
season ends with the loss.

Thursday, February 27, 1992A-3
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Local Rivalry Marks 1 -AAAA Tourney
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sport* Editor

The Lowndes Vikings and the Val­
dosta Wildcats probably know as 
much about each other as two bas­
ketball teams can. With three games 
against each other this season al­
ready played, the rivals will meet for 
the fourth time tonight

The Viking-Wildcat matchup is one 
of four first-round games in the Re­
gion 1-AAAA basketball tournament 
which begins today at the Espy Gym­
nasium in Moultrie. In the other boys 
game, Tift County will face Colquitt 
County. On the girls side, Bainbridge 
and Valdosta will begin the tourna­
ment with a 4 p.m. game while Low­
ndes will meet Colquitt County in the 
7 p.m. game.

Lowndes has owned the boys se­
ries with Valdosta this season, win­
ning all three games. During the 
Lowndes Christmas tournament, the 
Vikings got 24 points from Joe Baker 
in a 65-53 win. In their first regular­
season game, Pete Ketterman and 
Baker each had 17 to lead four play­
ers in double figures in a 64-56 win.

-------
a.9T -

Girls
1. Coffee High (10-0)
2. Tift Co. (8-2)
3. Lowndes High (5-5)
4. Bainbridge High (4-6)
5. Valdosta (2-8)
6. Colquitt Co. (1-9)

Today’s Games
4 p.m.

No. 4 BHS vs. No. 5 VHS
7 p.m.

No. 3 LHS vs. No. 6 CCHS
Friday’s Games, Feb. 21 

4 p.m.
LHS or CCHS vs. No. 2 TCHS

7 p.m.
BHS or VHS vs. No. 1 CHS
Saturday’s Game, Feb. 22

7 p.m.
Championship

In their last meeting, Baker and 
Graham each had 13 as LHS won 55­
43.

Aside from the fact that Lowndes 
has won all three meetings, the other 
constant in those games has been 
Valdosta senior Ernest Lowe. Lowe

Boys
1. Coffee High (9-1)
2. Bainbridge High (6-4)
3. Tift Co. (6-4)
4. Lowndes High (6-4)
5. Valdosta (3-7)
6. Colquitt Co. (0-10)

Today’s Games 
5:30 p.m.

No. 4 LHS vs. No. 5 VHS 
8:30 p.m.

No. 3 TCHS vs. No. 6 CCHS
Friday’s Games, Feb. 21 

5:30 p.m.
TCHS or CCHS vs. No. 2 BHS 

8:30 p.m.
LHS or VHS vs. No. 1 CHS 
Saturday’s Game, Feb. 22 

8:30 p.m.
Championship

has scored a total of 64 points 
against the Vikings this year.

“When you’ve won all three games, 
it gives you an uneasy feeling,” said
Lowndes coach Terry Wilkes. “It’s # 
tough to beat somebody three times since I’ve been here. Our games with 
not to mention four. We’re not going them have been fairly close but it

to really change a lot getting ready 
for them — we’re going to stick with
what got us to where we are now.”

Lowndes has benefitted from the 
offensive play of Graham (15.8 points 
per game), Baker (14.6), Randall 
Godfrey (13.0) and Russell Barbee 
(10.7). Ketterman is the fifth starter 
and is near double figures with a 7.0 
average.

“It’s worked out well because it’s 
hard to shut all five of them down,” 
Wilkes added. “On any given night, 
they can take turns being the leading 
scorer”

Valdosta head coach John Miller M^jt said. This is our most 
pressing game because it’s the one 
we have to win if we want to keepknows enough about Lowndes high- 

scoring tendencies to be worried 
about the first-round matchup. He is 
subscribing to the tournament philos­
ophy that all teams are equal when 
the tourney begins.

“We’re not looking behind us. Ev­
erybody’s on the same ground now 
and what happened previously 
doesn’t matter,” Miller said. “Terry 
has one of the best clubs he’s had

just seems that, at the crucial times, 
we just haven’t made the right play.”

Miller added that Lowe has been! 
bothered by ankle problems but he 
will play in the 5:30 affair.

Larry Maffit’s Vikettes drew the 
best possible game of the first round 
as they will meet the Lady'Packers. 
Lowndes has notched two easy wins 
over Colquitt this season and Maffit 
is trying to make sure his team is not 
overconfident entering the first-round 
game. ‘ g

“It’s hard to say what to expect. J 
We can’t be overconfident because* 
we do have some shortcomings,” S

playing.’
Again, the Vikettes will be without 4 

Shanell Jenkins, the team’s second- ’ 
leading scorer and starting point ’ 
guard. Because of disciplinary rea-“
sons, Jenkins has not played the last 
two games and will not playjoday.

In her place, Maffit s^d Stacy* 
Cothran has done a credible job.

“It’s tough losing your ;best de-1 
fensive player, but Stacy has done a 

See PREVIEW, Page£-B
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■ Tigerette: Wynne Johnson 
has been selected to be an Auburn 
University Tigerette for the upcom­
ing football season throughout 
1992-93. Tigerettes are the official 
hostesses of the Auburn University 
Athletic Department.

In addition to providing support 
to the Auburn Tigers, they are ac­
tive in the football recruiting and 
serve as hostesses and campus 
tour guides to visiting dignitaries.

“The Tigerettes are extremely 
important to the success of our 
football program,” said Auburn 
Head Football Coach Pat Dye. 
“They assist us in so many ways 
during the season and recruiting, 
they are invaluable. Much of the 
success we have had in recruiting 
comes from these ladies and their 
efforts to help prospective student­
athletes experience student life at 
Auburn. The Tigerettes do an out­
standing job in a classy profes­
sional manner.”

Wynne is a sophomore from Val­
dosta majoring in international 
business and mathematics. She is 
also vice president of finance for 
Delta Delta Delta Sorority and is a 
member of Delta Sigma Pi Busi­
ness Fraternity.

She is the daughter of Robyn 
I Johnson.

WYNNE JOHNSON 
Auburn University Tigerette

Preview-----
From Page 4-B

good job. It’s going to force some of 
our other kids to step up and do 
some more things,” Maffit said. „

Valdosta girls team ^11 face a 
Bainbridge squad which they 
defeated once during the year. Both 
games during the jegulw season 
were low-scoring affairs and Lady 
Cat head coach Linda Blackwell 

the third game is in that same 

we stand a chance of winning,”

First-place finishers for Valdosta were Tiffany Wright 
in the long jump (15’43/4”) and in the 100 meter low
hurdles (16.72), Kristin Sanderson in the 400 meters 
(67.5), Khristina Lyons in the 1,600 meter run (6:30) and 
in the 3,200 meters (14:17), Shalisha Tharpe in the 800 
meters (3:01) and the 4x100 relay team of Wright, Tonya 
McCloud, Michelle Hendrick and Heather Harris (53.53).

Rockwell said, “we have to have a IS gSe defensively. They have a 
real good point guard and a real 
good post player. Keisha Breedlove 
is a very good player and she’s the 
one we’ve got to stop.

Valdosta will be ^“L^J 
guard Dede Dennis, who suffered a 
fractured leg last week against Colq- St Coun^ Blackwell has moved 

Natasha Johnson from the post to 
the point position.

■LADY CATS WIN MEET: The Valdosta Lady Wild­
cats won’ a three-way track meet Monday at Tift County 
High School. Valdosta totalled 63 points while Turner 
County was second with 40 and Tift County was third 
with 33.
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ALYSON NIJEM 
Valwood School

LEE SCOTT 
Valdosta High School

MILAN PATEL 
Valwood School

MARK TILLMAN 
Lowndes High School

RANDY ROBERSON 
Lowndes High School

RUSSELL BAKER 
Valdosta High School

D.A.R, Honors Six Students
For American
By KRISTINE HARNAGE
Times Staff Writer

The annual American History award winners from Val- 
wood, Valdosta and Lowndes high schools read their win­
ning essays and were presented with DAR medals at the 
Wednesday meeting of the General James Jackson Chap­
ter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.

The two winners from Valwood are Milan Patel and 
Alyson Nijem; the two from VHS are Lee Scott and Rus­
sell Baker, and the two from LHS are Mark Tillman and 
Randy Roberson. The American History teachers at the 
schools were asked to pick two winners.

Milan, a 16-year-old junior at Valwood, is the son of Ra­
mesh and Dina Patel of Valdosta. He plans to attend 
Emory University after graduation.

Among his honors at school are Math Team — third 
highest individual score in the state; Science Team, sec­
ond highest average (10th); math, World History and 
French departmental awards (10th); and he attended a 
program for the talented and gifted at Duke University.

Milan wrote his essay on Eleanor Roosevelt “because 
she set many precedents in the White House and many 
social and political reforms and represented the United 
States internationally.”

Alyson, a 16-year-old sophomore at Valwood, is the 
■ daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Richard Nijem of Valdosta. Aly­

son received the 1990-91 Woodman of the World Award in 
American History, has been on the headmaster’s, merit 
and honor rolls and is secretary of the Student Council.

She wrote her essay on Thomas Jefferson’s influence 
in American History.

“I chose Jefferson because he was a well-rounded man 
who was successful in many fields at the turn of the cen­
tury,” said Alyson.

Lee Scott, a 16-year-old junior at VHS, is the son of 
Richard and R.J. Scott of Valdosta. Lee is a member of

History Essays 
the Science Club, Debate Team, Interact, Math Club, 
Beta Club and French Honors Society.

He wrote his essay on Thomas Jefferson “for his con­
tributions to the nation in drafting the Declaration of In­
dependence and encouraging universal education.”

Russell, a 16-year-old junior at VHS, is the son of Ar­
thur R. and Janice Baker of Valdosta. He is an active 
member of Interact, Beta, Student Council and the Span­
ish Honors Society.

“I plan to attend Mercer University or another school 
in Georgia to major in business and finance and minor in 
financial advisory,” said Russell. “I then plan to attain a 
law degree and become a corporate attorney.”

Russell wrote his essay on Alexander Hamilton.
Mark Tillman, a 16-year-old junior at LHS, is the son of 

John D. and Lenora Tillman of Mineola. He received the 
1991 Character Award from LHS Administration and was 
a 1991 Georgia Certificate of Merit winner.

“I’m considering studying engineering or architecture 
at Georgia Tech,” said Mark.

The title of his essay was True Patriots.
Randy, a 17-year-old junior at LHS, is the son of Cecil 

and Susan Roberson of Valdosta. He is an active member 
of the LHS Georgia Bridgemen, Beta, Junior Class Cab­
inet and Science Club.

“I’m not sure where I want to go to college, but I plan 
to major in secondary education and go into administra­
tion,” said Randy.

The title of Randy’s essay was Today's American Par 
triots.

The National Society of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution celebrates American History Month in Feb­
ruary each year. To stimulate a knowledge in both young 
and old and a sense of pride in the nation’s great 
achievements and dedication to liberty is their goal, a 
spokesman said.
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Science Team Wins Back-To-Back Championships
The Valdosta High School Science 

Bowl Team won the Georgia Junior 
Academy of Science Regional Science 
Bowl at Valdosta State College for 
the second year in a row.

The Valdosta team consists of 
Kelly Holmes, John Peeples, Chris 
Gregg, Bert Eidson, alternate Jen­
nifer Spencer and scorekeeper Meg 
Hiers. They will go on to the state 
competition in April in Augusta.

The other team representing Val­
dosta was composed of Andy Ferrell, 
Alex Penn, Jennifer Eidson, Lee 
Scott, alternate Brian Stanley, and 
scorekeeper Lisa Bussey. They were 
in third place after the first round 
but were eliminated in a later round 
by a Lee County team. Science club 
advisers are Karen Burroughs and

Valdosta High 
School

Written and Compiled 
By VHS Students

Perry Baskin.

Debate Team Wins
Valdosta High Debate Team won 

the Region I Debate Tournament 
at Lowndes High School Jan. 29

with a 4-0 record. Stephanie Ever­
ett and Jimmy Green were affirma­
tive team members and Thad Agar 
and Kevin Hiers were negative 
team members.

Vocational Ed Week
The students and faculty of Val­

dosta High School observed Na­
tional Vocational Education Week 
Feb. 10-16. The theme of this year’s 
celebration was “Vocational Edu­
cation: Classroom of the Future.”

“National Vocational Education 
Week gives students an opportu­
nity to show what they have 
learned in a variety of fields from 
computers to trades and home 
economic,” said John Field, voca­
tional supervisor. “This is also a 
time for us to educate the commu­

nity about how vocational educa­
tion teaches young people the skills 
they need to be productive wor­
kers.”

Some of the activities included a 
kick-off pizza party celebration 
sponsored by VICA Monday night, 
a DCT breakfast at Shoney’s 
Wednesday, guest speakers for vo­
cational classes, a VICA barbecue 
and a vocational fair Friday.

Also during the week, Field at­
tended the Vocational Administra­
tor’s Conference Wednesday- 
Thursday in Atlanta. The confer­
ence included the Georgia Vocatio­
nal Association’s annual legislative 
breakfast and joint session with 
other secondary administrators, 
presidents of state technical insti­
tutes and Georgia Department of 
Education staff.

LHS, VHS DECA Clubs Compete Well
Lowndes High Distributive Educa­

tion Clubs of America returned home 
big winners after placing in 15 of the 
17 contests they entered in the 
DECA district competition.

The competitive events, which in­
clude a variety of tests and demon­
strations in the areas of 
merchandising, finance and credit, 
marketing and economics, were held 
at Altamaha Technical Institute in 
Jesup. Valdosta High School was the 
host chapter to more than 230 stu­
dents representing 14 high schools.

The Lowndes DECA members en­
tered 17 competitive events which 
are designed to measure marketing 
and merchandising skills the stu­
dents have developed in class and on 
the job. Winning first places were

Billy Wallace, finance and credit; 
Charity Roe, apparel and accessories 
master employee level; Lyle Rains, 
apparel and accessories supervisory 
level; and Amanda Hazzard, advertis­
ing services.

Second place winners were Lisa 
Weckworth, reporter of the year; 
Chris West, general merchandising 
master employee level; Steven King, 
vehicles and petroleum marketing; 
Paige Butler, quick-serve restaurant 
management; and Michelle Martin, 
tied for second in general marketing 
master employee level.

Stacy Copeland placed third in 
general marketing supervisory level; 
Harvey Dixon, third in math; Angela 
Blakenship, fourth in hotel/motel 
management; Greg Black, finalist

(top six) in full service restaurant 
management; Mitzi Rykard, finalist 
(top six) economics test; Kristy Ket, 
third (tie) in general merchandising 
supervisory level; Alivia Parker, third 
in food marketing master employee 
level, and Samantha Booth, fourth in 
food marketing supervisory level.

The top four contestants in each of 
the 19 competitive events are eligible 
to participate in the state DECA 
competition to be held March 7 in At­
lanta. Winners at the state level ad­
vance to the national contest.

Valdosta High School DECA had 15 
students attend the competition, and 
13 students qualified for state compe­
tition: Martha Stalvey, first in the re­
porter of the year competition; Julie 
Bryant, fifth in general merchandis­

ing; Jennifer Jack, third in general 
merchandising; Gina Albritton, sec­
ond in apparel and accessories; Jen­
nifer Boughton, third in advertising 
services; Bill Little, first in vehicles 
and petroleum marketing; Donna 
Lowery, first in food marketing; Chris 
Bittinger, first in food marketing (su­
pervisory level); Kim Williams, first 
in full service restaurant manage­
ment; Melissa Hale, third in quick­
service restaurant management; 
Drew Respess, second in hotel/motel 
management; Tiffany Minchew, sec­
ond in general marketing; Debbie 
Johnson, second in general market­
ing (supervisory level); Chris Spur­
lock, fifth in the economics 
competition; and Will Coleman, sec­
ond in the math competition.

VICA Members At VHS, LHS
Advance To District Contest

Area Vocational Industrial Clubs of 
America competition was held at Val­
dosta Technical Institute Feb. 9.

Sixty-six VICA member from eight 
schools in the Southwest District 
competed in leadership, health, 
trade, industrial and technical skills 
contests. The Lowndes High School 
VICA members and advisers served 
as host chapter with Jeremiah Law­
ton, VICA adviser at Lowndes High 
School, as area chairman.

First and second place winners of 
the area competition advanced to the 
district which will be held at Ameri­
cus Technical Institute in March.

Valdosta High School winners in­
cluded Eric Stanley, Amanda 
McGhin, Marist Jenkins, Jennifer

Brown, Angela Harper, Meredith 
Fletcher, Jessica Morgan, first place 
in opening and closing ceremonies; 
Rebecca Morgan, third place in pre­
pared speech; David Farber, first 
places in extemporaneous speaking 
and outstanding student; Thad Agar, 
first place in job interview; Gina Mc­
Gee, first place in dental assisting; 
Coy Peterson, first place in nursing 
assistant; Permelia Moore, first place 
in practical nursing; Terry Troope, 
first place in medical assisting; Clar­
ence Duvall, third place in architec­
tural drafting; David Farber, second 
place in electronics technology; Mi­
chael Thrift, first place in graphic 
communications; Eric Stanley, sec­
ond place in machine drafting; Marist

Jenkins, third place in job skill dem­
onstration A; and Jason Legg, second 
plance in precision machining.

Lowndes High VICA winners were 
Jimmy Griner, first place in auto­
motive service technology; Tracy Wil­
liams, first place in air conditioning 
and refrigeration; Clint Ziegler, first 
place in electronics products servic­
ing; Jason Cone, first place in elec­
tronics products servicing; Dan 
Johnson, first place in electronics 
technology; Nikkie Roberts, second 
place in prepared speech; Eric Hol­
linger, second place in residential 
plumbing; Mitch Cannington, second 
place in residential wiring; and Ted 
Sauls, third place in machine draft­
ing.



Young But
Cats Are

banquet Everson was the offensive their part in the region championship
carfl t h n 1 A A A A  r-r , „ . . h

By I.EN BOBBINS 
■ Time* AmIhUiiiI Sporh Edhur

Former Valdosta High head coach Wright Lewis. Lewis was the featured speaker al the 
Bazemore (left) and Buck 1 homas (right) visit Valdosta High School football banquet Monday 
with new Georgia Tech head football coach Bill night - Times Photo by Jeff Allen.

Daniel Everson Awarded
By LEN ROBBINS '
Times Assistant Sports Editor

Senior linebacker Dexter Daniels 
and junior quarterback Steve Ever­
son took top honors at Valdosta Wild­
cats Touchdown Club football 
banquet Monday at Valdosta High 
School.

Georgia Tech Head Football Coach 
Bill Lewis was the keynote speaker 
of the evening, discussing his coach­
ing career, the state of college athlet­
ics, the Yellow Jacket program and 
the attributes needed to succeed in 
football and life.

Daniels, the USA Today Defensive 
Player of the Year, received the Most 
Valuable Defensive Player award for 
his role in the Wildcat defense. Dan­
iels will attend the University of Flor­
ida next fall to play for Steve 
Spurrier’s Gators.

Everson received the Most Valu­
able Offensive Player award at the

catalyst for the Region 1-AAAA 
champions.

Lewis was the National Coach of 
the Year in 1991, as voted by the 
American Football Coaches Associa­
tion and United Press International. 
He guided East Carolina to an 11-1 
mark, compiling a 21-12-1 record in 
three years at the Pirate helm. In 
January, he was tabbed to succeed 
Bobby Ross as head coach at 
Georgia Tech.

Lewis said there will be some 
changes in the 1992 edition of the 
Yellow Jackets, but for the most part, 
the team’s philosophy toward the 
game will remain the same.

“Our approach to the game will re­
main basically the same,” Lewis said.
“I think Coach Ross and I both 
lieve in the fundamentals of 
game.”

Besides Daniels and Everson, 
other Wildcat players awarded

be­
the

the 
for

season were: Howard Bridges Memo­
rial Scholastic Award - John Walker; 
Super Skinner award - John Green­
Mark Stevens Memorial Sports­
manship Award - John Walker; Ju­
lian Lefiles Memorial Spirit of the 
Wildcats Award - Jamey Waters; ‘Dy­
namite’ Goodloe Memorial Most Im-
proved Award - Nick Reed; Most 
Loya' award - Sung No Han, John 
Copeland; Special Teams award - 
Dow Drury; Best Receiver award - 
Brice Hunter; Bill Myddelton Memo­
rial Best Offensive Lineman Award - 
Tim O’ Brien; Best Offensive Back 
award - Alfred Barnes; Best De­
fensive Lineman - Tim McClain; Best 
Defensive End award - Franklin 
Wiseman; Best Defensive Back 
award - Trampis Wrice.

Also recognized at the banquet for 
their contributions to the Wildcat 
program were the cheerleaders, the 
coaches and Touchdown Club offi­
cials.

The Valdosta Wheats head Into 
their 1992 baseball campaign blind to 
what the season might bring. With 
only two players returning with ex­

I tensive experience, head coach 
Charles Tarpley's squad may not 
have much seasoning in Region I- 
AAAA baseball, but what they will 
have is numbers = lots of them,

There are very few positions that 
are locked down with starters, 
according to Tarpley. And nearly ev­
ery position has three players vying 
for a spot. Tarpley does have pitch­
ers with experience, and he hopes 
they can carry his team, which fin­
ished with a 10-12 mark last year, un­
til the other players step up. * 
, “We are just hoping that the pitch­
ing comes through for us, and when 
it does, we think we have a chance to 
play with people,” he said.

Valdosta’s ace will be senior Matt 
Baker, who also will share time at 
third base. Joining the right-hander 
on the staff will be seniors Joel Bius 
and Jamey Waters, juniors Greg 
Denly, Jason Jelks and Keith McCon- 
nehead, sophomore Troy Brown and 
southpaw freshman Jarrett Bridges. 
Tarpley said that Bius, Jelks and Wa­
ters all have varsity experience, al­
though Waters hasn’t pitched since 
his sophomore year.

“I’m hoping that our numbers in 
pitching will be much better this year 
than last year. We’ve got the num­
bers,” Tarpley said.

Behind the plate, Chris Rockey, a 
junior; looks to be the starter, but af­
ter him, Tarpley said, the other posi­
tions are up for grabs.

In the infield, seniors Tim O’Brien 
and Bius will battle Greg Clark for 
the first base spot. Senior Mark How- | 
ell and sophomore Dean Vinson will 
vie for time at second base. At short- I 
stop, Tarpley has Waters, senior 
Fleming Brooks and Brown to 
choose from. John Green, a sopho­
more, will play third when Baker 
pitches, Tarpley said.

In ^e outfield, Tarpley said senior 
Philip Pieplow will compete with ju­
niors Jelks, Steve Everson and Mc- 
Connehead for playing time 
Sophomore Blake Patterson will also 
get a chance to prove himself in the 
outfield, Tarpley said.

The designated hitter position will 
most likely be manned by senior 
Brohm Kellerman.

Tarpley said Coffee, Lowndes, 
Bainbridge and. Colquitt will be the 
teams to beat in the region this sea­
son. - . . -

“Tift and us are probably the only 
ones that are young and inex­
perienced out the whole group. The 
other four (in the region) are peren­
nially good baseball teams,” he said.

As for the schedule, Tarpley’s 
squad gets no breathers. Besides a 
full region slate, the Wildcats will 
play home-and-aways with Berrien 
County, Clinch County and Madison 
County. -



Developing Character/ A Weekly Feature

Valdosta Teen Gets
Taste Of Washington
By KELLI BOWMAN 
Times Staff Writer

Valdosta At Home; 

Lowndes On Road

Valdosta teen Tiffany Roan proba­
bly has a better perspective of how 
the wheels of Washington turn than 
most politicians.

The Valdosta High School senior 
spent a few days in the nation’s capi­
tal in January learning the govern­
ment game. Along with 350 other 
students attending the National 
Young Leaders Conference, Tiffany 
sampled all three branches of the 
federal government.

While sitting in a mock session of 
the House of Representatives, Tiffany 
was a Congresswoman who leaned to 
the right on a handgun control bill. 
The student Congressmen were sep­
arated into panels who sympathized 
with different interest groups — kind 
of like it really is.

As a result, nothing was passed be­
cause everyone who supported a 
failed amendment voted against the 
final package, Tiffany said.

“It was aggravating because we 
spent all week working on this 
amendment and it got passed and 
then deleted in the end.”

The teen’s Supreme Court experi­
ence involved deciding if prayer at 
public school graduations is Constitu­
tional. The student panel decided it 
wasn’t based on the arguments pre­
sented, Tiffany said.

The exercise she found most inter­
esting, however, involved the exec­
utive branch. Participants were 
assigned a cabinet position and 
asked to advise the President on a 
hypothetical situation.

“I think I learned the most from 
the presidential activity we did be­
cause I didn’t realize how the Presi­
dent made his decisions,” said

Lowndes, Valdosta
§tart Region Slate
By LEN ROBbInS 7^2— feated. Colquitt County is a strong 5- 
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The Valdosta Wildcats and Low­
ndes County baseball clubs begin 
their respective region schedules to­
day, both facing longtime rivals.

Valdosta (2-1) faces Tift County (4­
5) today at 4 p.m. at home, while the 
undefeated Lowndes Vikings travel 
to Douglas to play the equally unde­
feated Coffee County Trojans (7-0) at 
7 p.m. (Coffee played a late game 
against Wayne County Thursday.)

There has been no intra-region 
play in 1-AAAA thus far, but many 
teams have shown flashes of what 
will come. Lowndes, Coffee and Bain­
bridge (6-0) are all currently unde-

TIFFANY ROAN

Tiffany, who played the role of White 
House Chief of Staff. “I didn’t realize 
how many people were invoh ?d in 
his decisions.”

One thing all branches had in com­
mon, along with other organizations 
visited like the Saudi Arabian Em-
bassy and the National Press Club, 
was the wandering tongue syndrome 
so prevalent in politics.

“Everybody we talked to and ask 
questions to, they would answer 
around them rather than coming out 
and giving an answer,” Tiffany said.

The agenda included scheduled 
visits with Georgia representatives 
but the closest Tiffany got to any was 
sharing the same plane with Sen. 
Sam Nunn on the trip up. Congres­
sional staffers were very friendly in 
the absence of their bosses, she said.

Tiffany said she had no particular 
interest in politics before the trip but 
didn’t want to forgo the opportunity. 
She may not be ready for Capitol Hill 
but Tiffany said she’d return to 
Washington any time.

Tarpley predicted before the sea­
son how the teams would stack up.

“Coffee, Colquitt, Lowndes and 
Bainbridge should all be up there, 
with us and Tift being young and in­
experienced,” Tarpley said.

After a convincing 5-0 win over 
Berrien County Wednesday, Lowndes 
coach Steve Kebler agreed with Tar­
pley’s assessment of the region.

“Bainbridge is looking real good, so 
is Colquitt. I guess we’ll find out 
about Coffee Friday,” Kebler said.

As for his own team, Kebler said, 
“We’re looking good. We’ll be in the 
thick of it.”

By MIKE GRUBB
Times Spurts Editor

The regular season draws to a 
close tonight on the hardwood for 
Valdosta High and Lowndes High. 
The Lady Cats and Cats will close 
out the regular season wars by host­
ing the Colquitt County High Lady 
Packers and Packers in a Region 1- 
AAAA basketball contest at 7.

The Vikettes and Vikings will ven­
ture to Homerville to battle the 
Clinch County High Pantherettes and 
Panthers at 7 p.m.

In other area hoop action tonight, 
Brooks County travels to Turner 
County. Echols County will entertain 
Irwin County. Greenfield ventures to 
Valwood. Pierce County invades Ber­
rien. Bacon County comes to Cook. 
Westbrook hosts Sherwood Baptist. 
P.K. Young will be in Jasper, Fla. to 
play the Hamilton County High boys, 
while the Hailton County girls will 
travel to FAMU High.

Linda Blackwell’s 6-13 Lady Cats 
will be seeking to gain a little re­
venge tonight against the 3-14 Lady 
Packers. In their first meeting, Colq­
uitt County shocked VHS, 41-32, in 
Moultrie. That has been the Lady 
Packers, 1-7, lone victory in Region 1- 
AAAA competition. Meanwhile, the 
Lady Cats haven’t fared much better, 
amassing a 1-8 region mark.

The Lady Cats will be led by the 
play of center Esther Benjamin. 
Against Colquitt County, Benjamin 
led Valdosta with 15 points, while Na­
tasha Johnson added 8. Spearhead­
ing the Lady Packers attack will be 
LaShon Beard, who scored 12 points 
against the Lady Cats.

VHS is coming off a 53-28 win 
against the Lanier County High Lady 
Bulldogs Saturday night, while Colq­
uitt County is coming off a 68-24 loss 
at Tift County Tuesday night.

In the boys contest, John Miller’s 
Cats will be going for a sweep of the 
season series with the Packers. VHS 
came away with a 46-38 win in Moul­
trie Jan. 10. Ernest Lowe paced the 
Valdosta scoring assault with 17 
points, while Andre James added 11. 
Colquitt County was led by Donald 
Daniels’ 14 points.

The Cats have amassed a 5-14 
mark overall and a 2-7 record in Re­
gion 1-AAAA play. Meanwhile, the 
Packers are 4-13 and 0-8 in region 
play. In fact, Colquitt County has not

■VHS B-TEAM SPLITS^he Valdosta Wildcat B- 
Team baseball squad split a pair of games with Colquitt 
County Wednesday. In the first game, the Wildcats lost 
in extra innings 8-7. Kevin Nolan struck five and was 
saddled with the loss while Blake Patterson led the 
way offensively with two basehits.

In the second game, Jarrett Bridges hurled a two-hit­
ter with 10 strikeouts to spark VHS to a 9-1 win. Patter­
son had two hits with three RBI while Chad Parkerson 
had three hits and John Greene and Bridges each had 
two hits.

The team is now 4-3 and will next play Tift County 
Wednesday at Valdosta High in a 4:30 p.m. contest.

won a Region 1-AAAA game the past 
2 seasons.

Valdosta is coming off an 81-55 loss 
to Lanier County Saturday night, 
while the Packers dropped a 72-60 
decision at Tift County Tuesday 
night.



Valdosta’s Ernest Lowe won the high jump Lowe won three individual events to pace the 
Tuesday afternoon at VHS with a jump of 6’0”. Wildcats — Times Photo by Jeff Allen. 

Cats Dominate Track Opener
./nr A

By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Editor

The Valdosta High Wildcat boys track team opened 
their season Tuesday and were impressive with wins 
over Lowndes and Thomasville at the VHS track.

Despite wet conditions, meet officials got the entire 
meet in with the Wildcats taking first place in all but two 
events. Valdosta totalled 103 points while Lowndes had 
40 and Thomasville had 23.

Wildcat senior Ernest Lowe had three individual first 
places and was a member of one first place relay team. 
Other Wildcats with more than one first were Dexter 
Daniels, Franklin Wiseman, Brice Hunter and Scott 
Jones.

From Page 9-A

“We were looking forward to getting a chance to see 
Lowndes,” VHS head coach Larry Jester said. T think if 
we hold our own in the field events, we have some 
strength on the track. We also showed some character in 
the 1,600 and the 3,200 because they were our Achilles’ 
heel last year.”

VHS swept the long jump as Lowe won the event 
(21’1”) while teammate Michael Roberts (19’3V2”) was 
second and Trampis Wrice was third (18’3V4”). Lowe also 
won the high jump (6’0”) while Lowndes’s Sedric Neloms 
(5’10”) was second and Roberts (5’6”) was third. Lown­
des’s Demarcus Rizer (5’6”) was fourth.

Daniels swept through the discus and shotput to gain 
his two first places. He won the shotput (45’1”) while tea­
mmate Tim McClain (4ri0V2”) was third. Lowndes’s

See TRACK, Page 10-A

Randall Godfrey was fourth (41’10”). 
In the discus, Daniels won (139’1”) 
while Lowndes’s Paul Rozell was 
second (115’1”). Valdosta’s Marcus 
Williams (114’1”) was third while 
James Thomas (110’2”) was fourth.

Valdosta also swept the pole vault. 
Matt Vanus (9’6”) won the event 
while John Yeargan (7’6”) was sec­
ond, Michael Ronn (7’3”) was third 
and Joel Hunt (7’0”) was fourth.

In the 400 meter relay, Valdosta’s 
number one team won with a time of 
(43.2) while Lowndes top team was 
second (44.01). The Valdosta team 
consisted of Robert Randolph, Lowe, 
Frank Wiseman and Aldrich Graham 
while Lowndes team was made up of 
Leviticus McKinnon, Randall Godf­
rey, Tommy Starks and Billy Poole.

Lowe won the 400 meters (51.2) 
while Lowndes’s Dana Smith was 
second (51.5) and Lowndes’s Cedric 
Mathis was third (52.9). In the 100 
meters, Wiseman (10.4) won while 
three of his teammates rounded out 
the top four. They were Graham 
(10.5) in second, Randolph (10.7) in 
third and Wrice (10.9) in fourth.

In the 200 meters, Graham (22.84) 
won while Randolph (23.07) was sec­
ond. Lowndes’s Starks (23 4) and 
Mathis (23.53) were third and fourth, 
respectively. In the mile relay, Low­
ndes won with the team of Demar­
cus Rizer, Kenwin Hunter, Matins 
and Smith (3:44.14) while Valdosta s 
team of Graham, Michael Harper, 
Benjamin and Lowe were second 
(3*44 21).

In the triple.jump, Valdosta’s Ter­

rence Daniels (42’) was second while 
Wrice (37'41/2”) was third.

Brice Hunter won both hurdles 
events. In the 300 meter hurdles, 
Hunter (43.38) won while John Cope­
land (44.39) was second and McKin­
non (45.44) was third. In the 110 high 
hurdles, Hunter (15.8) won while 
Copeland (16.09) was third and and 
McKinnon was fourth (16.32).

Lowndes’s Carlton Johnson (11:12) 
won the 3,200 meter run while team­
mate Ben Chatraw (11:41) was 
fourth. In the 1,600, Valdosta’s Scott 
Jones (5:03) edged Lowndes’s John­
son (5:04) for the win. Valdosta’s

Edward Moore was fourth (5:23).
In the 800 meter run, Jones (2:17) 

won while Lowndes’s Stephen Gre­
gory (2:19.47) was second and Cope­
land (2:19.99) was third.

“Valdosta has got a great team 
this year with some excellent run­
ners,” said Lowndes coach Chuck 
Landy. “I think we’re going to be 
pretty good. We didn’t run as well 
overall as we did last Thursday but 
we’re going to get better.”

Valdosta will be at home again 
Monday, March 16 for their next 
meet while Lowndes hosts Coffee, 
Fitzgerald and Tift County next 
Tuesday.



Monday afternoon in prep tennis action Mon- Paul Lcavy. '

VHSLac^rael^ Dominate Opening Meet
^=--------- ^X-MXf ^S ^ —
The Valdosta High girls track team 

began their season in grand fashion, 
dominating the competition in a 
three-team meet held at the school 
Wednesday.

Tharpe finished second and third in 
the event.

Burns followed.

Dick Sturtevant’s girls finished 
with 108 points, while competitors 
Coffee and Thomas County Central 
had 18 and 10 points respectively.

Of the thirteen events held at the 
first meet of the track season, the 
Lady Wildcats had the first place fin­
isher in 11 of them.

In the field events, LaShon Hargett 
finished first in the shotput with a 
throw Of 29.8 feet. Lateshia Tharpe 
placed second and Lisa Keels fin­
ished fourth.

. Michelle Hendricks finished third 
in the high jump for the Lady Wild­
cats, while Rashida Hitson 'placed 
fourth.

Tiffany Wright finished second in 
the long jump at the meet, followed 
by Beth Schnake.

In the field events, the team of 
Wright, Ann Robinson, Hendricks 
and Heather Harris finished first in 
the 100 relay with a time of 52. 34. 
The team of Schnake, Tonya Mc­
Cloud, Natasha Jenkins and Kristin 
Sanderson placed second.

Maggie McDonald finished first in 
the 1G00 meters with a time of 6:08,

In the 400 meter dash, Sanderson 
won with a time of 1.06, with Jenkins 
placing third and Hitson placing 
fourth.

The 100 meter dash was won bv 
McCloud with a time of 13:01 Harris 
and Robinson were her runners up 
in that event.

Wright and Hendricks finished first 
and second in the 100 meter hurdles 
for the Lady Wildcats. Wright fin 
ished with a time of 16.19.

The 800 meters was won bv Me 
Donald, with Shantel Siegrist, Shali- 
sha Tharpe and Tiffany Kassun 
following her.

Wright won the 200 meter dash 
with a time of 27.9 seconds. McCloud

In the 3200 meter race, Bums was 
the victor, with Lyons and Jessica 
Morgan placing behind her

The 400 relay was won by Valdos 
ta s second team of Schnake Jen 
kins, McCloud and Hanis. The first 
team of Hendricks. Wright Robinson | 
and Sanderson came in second.

After the meet, Sturtevant said he I 
was satisfied with the opening effort I 
of his girls.

"It was a great job by everybody 
I m really pleased with our perfor 
niance.” he said.

The next meet, for the Ladv Wild 
cats, scheduled for next week, at Cof 
fee has been cancelled. Sturtevant 
said his team may play another game 
though.

.. .shed second and 
fourth respectively





Working Life

Local Student Gets ‘Eyes’ From State
By KRISTINE HARNAGE
Tinies Staff Writer

“We want everyone to look at the 
disabled as a person first and dis­
abled person second,” said Charlotte 
D. Cook, rehabilitation employment 
specialist for the Division of Rehabili­
tation Services (DRS). One potential 
DRS client is Brian Hickox, a 15- 
year-old Valdosta High sophomore 
who’s been legally blind since birth.

Brian uses a visual tech machine 
which enlarges print for his studies. 
He’ll be served by the Council for Vi­
sually Impaired in the DRS starting 
his senior year of high school to de­
termine what training he needs for 
vocation and employment. Brian’s an 
honor roll student wishing to become 
a physical therapist or chiropractor 
after graduation. He was at the 
Georgia Academy for the Blind last 
year and is adapting well to Valdosta 
H gh, according to the staff

The DRS is an agency within the 
state Department of Human Re­
sources.

Rehabilitation Services works with 
individuals who have mental and/or 
physical disabilities which prevent 
them from working. “This agency
which may include psychological 
tests, medical evaluations and voca­
tional evaluations,” said Ms. Cook.

“Once the diagnostic evaluation 
has been completed and the person 
has been determined to be disabled, 
a plan of services will be jointly 
planned by the individual and the Re-
habilitation Services,” she said. “Ser-

vices are individualistic and can be 
on-the-job training, vocational train­
ing, college training, limited medical 
services, job development, counseling 
and guidance and job placement. The 
goal is to return the person to gainful 
employment or to enable the person 
to live independently.”

Business and Rehabilitation is a 
partnership program for employment 
of disabled workers. “Quality disabled 
workers are the industry’s untapped 
resource,” said Ms. Cook. “Rehabili­
tation Services has over 64 years of 
experience in meeting employer 
needs with qualified disabled work­
ers. Studies have shown that disabled 
workers compare favorably or rate 
higher than non-disabled workers in 
productivity, safety and attendance.”

Disabled workers have proven 
themselves in a broad range of occu­
pations, according to DRS.

Employing disabled workers 
through DRS saves employers 
money by providing employment 
services at no cost to the employer 
and no fee to employee, assisting em­
ployers in obtaining tax credits for 
hiring disabled workers, advising em­
ployers how to remove architectural 
and transportation barriers, consult-
affirmative action plan and reducing 
overhead and training costs.

DRS provides services to employ­
ers such as job analysis, job re-struc­
turing, accessibility and follow-up­
services, awareness seminars, assis­
tance with injured workers, assis­
tance with current troubled

Brian Hickox, 10th grader at Valdosta High School, is in 
the vision impaired program at the school, using a Opteclec 
which makes it possible for him to see regular print — Times 
Photo By Jeff Allen.employees and affirmative action.

FORTY-FOURTH 
EMPLOYER-EMPLOYEE 

BANQUET

Valdosta Chapter
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Williams Leads Lowndes To Win
Staff Reports

The Lowndes High girls track 
team ran away with first place in a 
seven-team meet Wednesday af­
ternoon at Valdosta High School 
while Valdosta finished in second 
place.

Lowndes High rolled up 150 points 
en route to the victory, while Val­
dosta High finished with 87 points. 
Thomasville finished third with 80 
points.

Vicky Williams had three first-place 
finishes to key Lowndes’ win.

Williams won the high jump with a 
jump of 4’8”. Lowndes’ Tyra Foster 
finished fifth with a jump of 4’6”.

Valdosta’s Tiffany Wright captured 
one of two first place finishes for 
VHS with a leap of 16’8V2” in the long 
jump. VHS’ Beth Schnake was fourth 
at 15’5V4”, while Lowndes’ Sabrina 
Montgomery was second at 16’6” and 
Jenkins third at 16’1/2”.

Lowndes’ Gretchen Lawson fin­
ished third in the discus with a throw 
of 90’5” while teammate Lazonya 
Berrian was fourth at 89’. VHS’ La- 
Shon Hargett was fifth at 77’9”.

VHS’ Maggie McDonald was top in 
the 1600 meter run at 6:07, while tea­

mmate Khristina Lyons was third at 
6:13. Donna Hall’s fourth place time 
of 6:16.9 was best for Lowndes, while 
Stacey Brinkley was fifth at 6:17.72.

Lowndes’ Veronica Williams fin­
ished second in the 100 meters at 
12.43, while Tara McFadden was 
third at 12.62. VHS’ Heather Harris 
was fifth at 13.11.

VHS’ Hargett was third in the shot- 
put at 31’10”. Lowndes’ Lawson was 
fourth at 31’ and Kathy Washington 
was fifth at 30’3V2”.

Lowndes’ number one team of Mc­
Fadden, Montgomery, Wanda Floyd 
and Jenkins was tops in the 400 me­
ter relay at 51.31 while the number

two team of Octavia Graham, Loretta 
Arrington, Jackie Keglor and Pam 
Jones was fifth at 53.21. VHS’ num­
ber one team of Wright, Tonya Mc- 
Cleoud, Michelle Hendricks and 
Harris was third at 53,06.

Lowndes’ Vicky Williams was best 
in the 400 meters with a time of 
59.72, while Valdosta’s Kristin Sand­
erson was fifth at 66.13.

Lowndes’ Sabrina Montgomery 
won the 800 meters with a time of 
2:40.29, while Loretta Arrington was 
fourth at 2:44.15. VHS’ McDonald was 
second at 2:41.

Lowndes’ Brinkley won the 3200 
eters with a time of 13:15.0 while

Hall was third at 13:41.99. VHS’ 
Lyons was fourth at 13:51.

Lowndes’ number one team of Ar­
rington, Jones, Montgomery and 
Vick/ Williams won the 1600 meter 
relay with a time of 4:16.31, while the 
team of Jenkins, Graham, Foster and 
Keglor was third at 4:34.55. The VHS 
team of Hendricks, Wright, Harris 
and Sanderson was second at 4:34.

Lowndes’ McFadden finished sec­
ond in the 200 meters with a time of 
26.52, while Floyd was fifth at 28.12. 
VHS’ Wright was fourth at 27.20.

Lowndes’ Jenkins won the 100 me­
ter hurdles with a time of 15.33. VHS’ 
Wright was second at 16.31, while 
Hendricks was third at 17.03.
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Valdosta High School’s Michelle Hendricks ternoon at Valdosta High School. See rehled 
makes a successful leap over the bar in the high story on page 4-B - Tunes I holo by Jef . - 

jump during a track meet held Wednesday af- len.

I BLOWNDES NIPS VHS IN GOLF: The Lowndes
I High golf team beat crosstown rival Valdosta High by 

just one stroke in prep golf action Tuesday afternoon at 
Francis Lake.

The Lowndes High team fired a team total of 346 
compared to 347 to Valdosta. Josh Romine was the low 
man for the Vikings with a round of 78. Sonny Simpson 
fired an 86, Jimbo Bennett fired a 90 and Russell Bar­
bee shot a 92.

■VALDOSTA GIRLS TENNIS TEAM FALLS: Colq­
uitt County downed Valdosta High school five matches 
to one in girls prep tennis action Tuesday in Moultrie.

Number four seed Jennifer Eidson defeated Susie 
Sirmons 6-2, 6-4 for Valdosta High’s only win of the day.

In other singles matches, number one seed Leigh 
Willis defeated Mallette Mitchell 6-3, 6-2, number two 
seed Amy McGilvey defeated Rachael Bairunos 7-6, 6-1 
and Farise Pickens beat Hilary Davis 6-0, 6-0.

In doubles action, Colquitt’s Carrie Cannnon and 
Janna Vick teamed up to beat Keri Langdale and Em­
ily Bowling 6-4, 6-1, while Randall Hughes and Amanda 
Taylor defeated Valdosta’s Andrea Moody and Robyn 
Hastings 6-1,6-3. . •

Valdosta, which falls to 1-1, will be in action again 
Thursday, March 19 against Irwin County. The Coffee 
County match that was rained out has been resched­
uled for Monday, March 30 in Douglas.

Lowndes, Valdosta '&'&

Start Region Slate
RoiTBirff"1 hSmS^ in “notion

competition. ‘J- ^Times Assistant Sports Editor

The Valdosta Wildcats and Low­
ndes County baseball clubs begin 
their respective region schedules to­
day, both facing longtime rivals.

Valdosta (2-1) faces Tift County (4­
5) today at 4 p.m. at home, while the 
undefeated Lowndes Vikings travel 
to Douglas to play the equally unde­
feated Coffee County Trojans (7-0) at 
7 p.m. (Coffee played a late game 
against Wayne County Thursday.)

There has been no intra-region 
play in 1-AAAA thus far, but many 
teams have shown flashes of what 
will come. Lowndes, Coffee and Bain­
bridge (6-0) are all currently unde-

i no

Tarpley predicted before the sea­
son how the teams would stack up.

“Coffee, Colquitt, Lowndes and 
Bainbridge should all be up there, 
with us and Tift being young and in­
experienced,” Tarpley said.

After a convincing 5-0 win over 
Berrien County Wednesday, Lowndes 
coach Steve Kebler agreed with Tar­
pley’s assessment of the region.

“Bainbridge is looking real good, so 
is Colquitt. I guess we’ll find out 
about Coffee Friday,” Kebler said.

As for his own team, Kebler said, 
“We’re looking good. We’ll be in the 
thick of it.”
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Sports gibe ValWta Sails Bime#
Tuesday, March 17, 1992 9-A

Meats Cruise In Home Meet
StafTReports_____________________________ __

The Valdosta Wildcat track team overwhelmed 
four other teams Monday in a four-way meet at 
VHS. Valdosta won handily with 196 points while 

। Suwannee was second with 56, Colquitt County 
was third with 36, Thomasville was fourth with 28 
and Berrien County was fifth with 11.

Valdosta collected 13 first places out 16 events. 
Ernest Lowe and Aldrich Graham had a hand in 
four first places each. Lowe won the high jump 
(6’6”) while teammate Joey Benjamin was second 
(6’2”) Andre James was third (6’0”) and Michael 
Roberts was fourth (5’8”). Lowe won the long 
^LowTgained first place in the 400 meter dash 
(51 02) while Benjamin was third (51.66) and Val­
dosta’s Michael Hopper was fourth (52.59) In the 
mile relay, the Wildcat team of Lowe, Hopper, 
Benjamin and Graham claimed first (3:32) while 
the second VHS team of Scott Jones, Roberts, 
James and Terrence Daniel was third (3:45.25).

Graham finished first in the 100 meter dash 
(10.97) while Robert Randolph was fourth (11.25). 
Frank Wiseman, the Cats’ top sprinter, missed the 
meet with a pulled hamstring suffered in a meet 
last week. Boys track coach Larry Jester said 
Wiseman will not return to the team until after the 
spring break.

Graham’s second individual first was in the 200 
meter dash (22.69). Valdosta’s Tito Thomas was 
second (23.04) while Lowe was fourth (23.34). Gra­
ham was also a part of the winning 400 meter re­
lay team along with Randolph, Alfred Barnes and 
Roberts (43.50). The second VHS team in that 
event which consisted of Brian Wiseman, Dernck 
Crowder Thomas and Trampis Wrice was second 
(44.20).

Dexter Daniels won both the shotput (48’10”) 
and the discus (149’8”). Valdosta’s Jason Yearby 
tied for third in the shotput (43’5”) while Tim Mc­
Clain was fifth (42’3”). Marcus Williams was fourth 
in the discus (12D. __ ....

Matt Vannus claimed first place in the pole vault 
(10’6”) while Jones was second (9’6”), Michael 
Ronn was third (8’) and John Yeargen was fourth 
(7’6”). Jones won the 800 meters (2:06.06) while 
Benjamin was second (2:06.34) and James Can­
nady wasthird (2:07.14).

Brice Hunter did the job in the hurdles, winning 
the 110 high hurdles (15.56) and the 300 interme­
diate hurdles (41.82). John Copeland was second 
in the 110 (15.57) and third in the 300 (43.59) while 
Shaddrick Green was fourth in the 110 (18.45) and 
in the 300 (44.56).

Terrence Daniels was second in the triple jump 
(42’93/4”) while Wrice was third (40’10’). Tysha 
Washington was fifth in the 3,200 meters (11:20).

“Because we didn’t have Frank (Wiseman) we 
had to adjust four events but everybody stepped 
up and did a good job,” said Jester. Jester also 
gave much of the credit of the Wildcats’ early suc­
cess to the other Wildcat assistant coaches and 
track coordinator Jerry Don Baker.



Rachael Baiorunos of the Valdosta High County. VHS lost the match 5-0 to the Lady In­
girls’ tennis team prepares to hit the ball in ac- dians from Irwin — Times Photo by Paul 
tion from Thursday’s match against Irwin Leavy.

VHS Girls Fall To to Irwin
B-team Is Victorious
^^ z—^' *) /^^C^ ^^/ player Hillary Davis was beat by Mel- 

Staff Reports anie sumner 2-6, 3-6 and Jennifer

The Irwin County Lady Indians 
girls tennis team came to Valdosta 
High Thursday and soundly defeated 
the Lady Wildcat netters 5-0 in a 
non-region match.

The loss brings the girls’ record to 
1-2 with their next match being on 
March 30 at Coffee County, according 
to Lady Wildcats coach Frank Hjort.

VHS’ Rachael Baiorunos, the num­
ber one seed, was defeated by Me­
lissa Posey 6-7, 6-2, 6-7. Number two

Eidson lost to Irwin’s Dana Coley 0-6, 
1-6.

In doubles action, the team of Keri 
Langdale and Emily Bowling was de­
feated by Krissy Thompson and Am­
ber Smith 4-6, 1-6. Valdosta’s tandem 
of Andrea Moody and Robyn Has­
tings lost to Melinda Cargile and Le­
ticia Bryant 2-6, 0-6.

In girls’ b-team play, the Valdosta 
squad won 3-2 over the visiting Lady 
Indians.

Mendi Ray lost to Amy Hopkins 4­
6, 2-6. Jennifer Crick beat Kim Coley 
6-4, 7-5. Katie Stone defeated Brandi 
Kilgore 6-4, 6-0 and Lady Wildcat 
Mandi Turner was beat by Diana 
Griffith 4-6.

In b-team doubles, Valdosta’s girls 
won their only match 9-8 (7-3). The 
team of Amanda McGhin and Betsy 
Richards beat Susan Taylor and 
Mandy Tucker of Irwin.

The match brings the b-team’s re­
cord up to an undefeated 2-0. Their 
next match will be in Fitzgerald April 
6.

Valdosta is a member of Region 1- 
AAAA while Irwin County is a mem­
ber of Region 2-A.



Valdosta’s Khristina Lyons finished

track 
Low- 
team 
High 
of 93

Written and Compiled 
By VHS Students

Industrial Clubs of America Skill 
Olympics Feb. 8 in Moultrie:

chen Lawson was fifth with 27 feet, 
71/2 inches.

■ Students Honored: Each 
month a representative cross sec-
tion of Valdosta High School stu- These students were honored

third and Harris was fifth.

VHS Places Second In State Contest
✓vr 3^-“?^

Valdosta High School placed sec­
ond in the state competition of 
Georgia’s Tests of Engineering Apti­
tude, Math and Science (TEAMS) 
held recently at Columbus College.

Coached by Perry Baskin, varsity 
team members included Brian Stan­
ley, Bill Howard, Laura Barbas, Jen­
nifer Eidson, Alexander Penn, 
Jennifer Edwards. Jennifer Spencer 
and Phil Alday.

Shaw High School of Columbus 
took top honors, and Pacelli High 
School, also of Columbus, placed 
third. Ten schools were represented 
in the annual high school academic 
competition with teams of about six- 
12 members. They competed in the 
academic areas of English, math­
ematics, computer fundamentals, bi­
ology, chemistry, physics and 
engineering graphics.

TEAMS is sponsored by the Junior 
Engineering Technical Society 
(JETS), a national, non-profit youth 
activity which emphasizes the study 
of engineering, technology, math­
ematics and science.

For additional information, contact 
Columbus College’s Department of 
Chemistry and Geology at 5 68-2075.
■ Skill Olympics: Valdosta 
High School stuaents captured 
high honors in the Area Vocational

Valdosta High 
School

Staff Reports

Extemporaneous Speaking, Mi­
chael Johnson, first; Job Interview, 
Robin Rowe, first; Prepared 
Speech, Rebecca Morgan, second; 
Nurse Assisting, Tina Costello, 
first; Job Skill Demonstration A, 
Natasha Johnson, third; CAD Ar­
chitectural, Joel Bius, second; Me­
chanical Drafting (Board), Eric 
Stanley, second; Outstanding Stu­
dent, Rebecca Morgan, first; Medi­
cal Assisting, Matthew Loveday, 
first; Dental Assisting, Jodi Os­
borne, first; Health Occupations 
Knowledge Bowl, Amanda McGhin, 
Ryan Coyne, Jessica Morgan, Re­
becca Morgan and DeDe Dennis,

first; Basic Health Care Skills, Ar­
thur Rizer, first; Graphic Commu­
nications, Spence Carver, first.
■ FBLA Competes: Valdosta 
High School students competed 
well in the Future Business Lead­
ers of America region competition 
Jan. 30 at Lowndes High School:

Joel Smith, first place in Public 
Speaking; Alysia Walker, second 
place in Machine Transcription; Al­
thea Cochran, third place in Data­
base Management; Dana Pompey, 
fourth place in Ms. Future Busi­
ness Leader. Danny Johnson, fifth 
place in Mr. Future Business 
Leader. Sylvia Robinson, fifth place 
in Spreadsheet Applications.

Other students participating 
were Brian Adams, Alfred Barnes, 
Michelle Collins, Quinlin Parker 
and Tawana Woods.

and regular attendance. The follow­
ing persons were chosen as Stu­
dents of the Month for January:

Phillip Allen, Eric Arnold, Julie 
Arnold, Tara Brown, Vaughn Clark, 
Leah Collins, John Copeland, 
Bruce Douglas, Jennifer Eidson, 
Shalina Flucas, Melody Fulton, 
Billy Gay, Sabrina Griffin, Wendy 
Griffin, David Jenkins, Lakeshia 
Johnson, Jeremy Lamb, Melissa 
Lyons, Ben Matson, Andrae Ma- 
zion, Robbie McCranie, Jessica Mc­
Mullen, Tammy Means, Permelia 
Moore, Rebecca Morgan, Travis 
Murray, Jordi Pelfort, Alex Penn, 
Moneka Peterson, Charles Quig- 
gins, David Roddey, Lee Scott, 
Marcus Scurry, Michael Singletary, 
Sentoria Sirmans, Jamie Smith, 
Greg Soshnik, Ebony Story, Edwin 
Thomas, Lawrence Thomas, Carol 
Wade, John Walker, De Jaris 
Washington, Rachel Winston and 
Eureka Woods.

dents who are striving to achieve 
their academic best are honored by 
the Academic Booster Club for 
their efforts. They are selected by 
the faculty members for consis­
tently demonstrating academic 
performance, work ethic, cooper­
ative and positive attitude/behavior

with a party during their lunch pe­
riod Feb. 20. Burger King on North 
Ashley, one of the Community 
Partners in Education, was the 
host this month with Academic 
Booster Club parents’ furnishing 
home-baked desserts and serving 
these young people.

Lowndes Takes First: VHS Second
v'Tyr"' — i^.^^r-z_ _ .... /’ * ' ^ “""^ X/olrlnoFo’c TrktnfKnn T T  M t   a .

The Lowndes High girls 
team won a five-team meet at 
ndes High Wednesday with a 
total of 109 points. Valdosta 
took second place with a total 
points.

Senior Vicky Williams was the star 
of the day for Lowndes finishing first 
in the high jump, 400 meter dash and 
the 1600 meter relay.

Valdosta’s Tiffany Wright won the 
long jump with a jump of 15 feet, 1/2 
inch. Lowndes’ Shanell Jenkins was 
fourth with 14 feet, 3V2 inches, and 
Pam Jones was fifth with 14 feet, 1/2 
inch.

Valdosta’s LaShon Hargett won the 
discuss with a throw of 85 feet, 8V2 
inches. Lisa Vincent took third, and 
Letesha Tharpe finished fourth.

second in the 1600 meter run with 
teammate Maggie MacDonald taking 
third. Lowndes’ Stacy Brinkley took 
fourth with a time of 6:09.77.

Lowndes’ Tara McFadden sprinted 
to victory in the 100 meter dash with 
a time of 13.14 with teammate Vero­
nica Williams close behind at 13.16. 
Valdosta’s Heather Harris finished 
third.

Vicky Williams’ high jump of 4 feet, 
8 inches was good enough for first 
place. Valdosta’s Michelle Hendricks 
was third, and Lowndes’ Chamanda 
Brooks was fourth with a jump of 4 
feet, 4 inches.

Lowndes’ Kathy Washington was 
the winner in the shotput with a toss 
of 32 feet, 23/4 inches. Valdosta’s Har­
gett was third, and Lowndes’ Gret-

Williams’ time of 61.72 was best in 
the 400 meter run. VHS’ Kristin 
Sanderson was second, Lowndes’ 
Tyra Foster was fourth with 71.62 
and VHS’ Rashida Hitson was fifth.

VHS’ team of Wright, Tonya Mc­
Cleod, Hendricks and Harris was 
first in the 400 meter relay with a 
time of 53.78.

Lowndes’ Sabrina Montgomery ran 
a 2:40.65 to capture first in the 800 
meter run, while teammate Loretta 
Arrington was second with 2:41.40. 
VHS’ MacDonald, Shantel Shigrist 
and Shalisha Tharpe finished third, 
fourth and fifth.

Lowndes’ Stacy Brinkley and 
Donna Hall finished second and third

See TRACK, Page 6-B

Track
From Page 5-B 

in the 3200 meter run with respec­
tive times of 13:36.00 and 13:45.00. 
VHS’ Lyons and Jessica Morgan 
were fourth and fifth respectively.

Lowndes’ team of Williams, Jones, 
Arrington and Montgomery was first 
in the 1600 meter relay with a time 
of 4:24.78. VHS’ number-one team of 
Hendricks, Harris, McLeod and

Sanderson was second, and its num­
ber-two team of Beth Schnake, Nata­
sha * Jenkins, Ann Robinson and 
Hitson was third. Lowndes’ number- 
two team of Brooks, Foster, Jonna 
Brimmer and Kackie Keglor was 
fourth at 4:59.60.

Lowndes’ Tara McFadden and 
Wanda Floyd finished 1-2 in the 200 
meter dash with respective times of 
27.58 and 28.43. VHS’s McCleod was

VHS’ Hendricks finished first in 
the 100 meter hurdles with a time of 
17.06. Lowndes’ Shanell Jenkins was 
second at 17.30, and Marisa Troy was 
fifth at 20.43.

Fitzgerald finished third with 48 
points, while Brooks County and 
Thomasville-Central tied for fourth 
with 10 points each.



Lowndes Nips Valdosta In Meet
Staff Reports

won first place in aLowndes High won first place in a 
five team track meet Tuesday in Tif­
ton beating crosstown rival Valdosta 
High School by two points. VHS, how­
ever, was competing without 14 play­
ers who sat out the meet for violating 
team rules including Ernest Lowe.

Valdosta’s Dexter Daniels won the 
shotput, and Jason Yearby was sec­
ond. Lowndes High’s Randall Godf­
rey was fourth.

Daniels was second In the discus, 
and Lowndes’ James Thomas was 
fourth and Paul Rozell fifth.

Valdosta’s Scott Jones won the 
pole vault, and teammate Mike Ronn 
was third.

Lowndes’ Sedrlck Neloms won the 
high jump, and Rod Slater was sec­
ond. Valdosta’s Tito Thomas was 
fourth.

Lowndes’ Demarcus Rizer was 
fourth in the triple jump, and Slater 
was fifth.

Rizer was third in the long jump, 
and McKinnon was fifth.

Lowndes High’s 400 meter relay 
team of Godfrey, Sibley Matchett, 
Tommy Starks and Cedric Mathis 
was first, and the team of Dana 
Smith, Rizer, Michael Moore and Mi­
chael Thompson was third. Valdos­
ta's team of Marcus Williams, 
Trampls Wrice, Jerome Scurry, and 
Mike Roberts was fourth.

Lowndes' Carlton Johnson was . 
second In the 1600 meter run, while 
Valdosta’s Tysha Washington was 
fifth.

Lowndes' Smith won the 400 meter 
run, and Mathis was second.

Godfrey was tops in the 100 meter 
dash, Starks was third and Moore 
was fifth. Valdosta’s Aldrich Brown 
was second, and Wrice was third.

Valdosta’s Brice Hunter won the 
110 meter hurdles, and John Cope­
land was third. Lowndes’ McKinnon 
was fifth.

Valdosta’s Thomas won the 200 
meter dash, Brown was second and 
Roberts fourth. Lowndes’ Godfrey 
was third, and Riser was fifth.

Lowndes’ McKinnon was second In 
the 300 meter hurdles, and Kenwln 
Hunter was fifth.

Lowndes' Johnson was first in the 
3200 meter run, while Valdosta’s 
Washington was fourth and Law­
rence Roundtree fifth.

Lowndes’ 1600 meter relay team of 
Starks, Riser, Mathis and Smith was 
first, while the Valdosta team of 
James Canady, Roberts, Daniels and 
Ryan Coyne was second.

Canady won the 800 meter run, 
and Jones was third.

Wildcats 
To Host 
Lowndes
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Editor

Today, the team of the present 
meets the team of the future.

The Lowndes Vikings, sporting a 
10-1 record, travel crosstown to meet 
Valdosta High today at 4:30 p.m. at 
Bazemore Field. The Wildcats have 
youth on their side against the 
Vikings but LHS has about every­
thing else.

“They’ve got a lot of good pitching, 
a lot of good seniors and a lot of 
leadership,” said VHS coach Charles 
Tarpley. “They’re pretty good every­
where. I was talking to some scouts 
who saw them play against (Bain­
bridge’s Brian) Powell and he was 
real impressed with them. This is 
the year they ought to do well.”

Indeed, the Vikings have had the 
luxury of experience on their side. 
Michael Johnson is a four-year 
starter while Jimbo Scruggs and 
James Lester were major pieces of 
the puzzle a year ago. Along with 
Antoine Moran, Pete Ketterman and 
Gary Willis, Lowndes may be prepar­
ing for the subregion title.

Fewer of the names on the Val­
dosta roster are as familiar. Tarpley 
is trying to blend in some talented 
young players with the older ones 
without pushing the younger ones 
too fast. The mix is not easy.

“With the kind of pitchers and hit­
ters we have in this region this year, 
you don’t want to throw a bunch of 
young kids out there and destroy 
their confidence,” Tarpley said. 
“We’ve got three or four sophomores 
and three or four freshmen who are 
playing a lot. We don’t have a lot of 
seniors and the ones we have don’t 
have any experience.”

Tarpley cited last Friday’s game at 
Colquitt County as an example. At 
the end of the game, the Wildcats 
had freshman Jared Bridges on the 
mound, sophomore Dean Vinson at 
shortstop and freshman Chad Par- 
kerson in the outfield just to name a 
few.

Another underclassman, junior 
Greg Denly, will start on the mound 
against the Vikings today. Denly 
pitched 4 2/3 innings against the 
Packers Friday and collected 10 
strikeouts. “He also had five walks 
and his teammates didn’t help him 
a whole lot in the field,” Tarpley 
added.

The Wildcats are currently winless 
in the region with an 0-3 record with 
losses to Colquitt County, Tift County 
and Coffee. Errors have been the 
main problem for the Wildcats who 
have shown some ability to reach 
base and score runs in their defense 
keeps them in the game.

Lowndes lost their first game of 
the year last Friday night in Tifton to 
the Blue Devils. The Vikings are 2­
1 in the region with wins over Bain­
bridge and Coffee. Tift County is cur­
rently atop the Region 1-AAAA race 
with a 3-0 record. The Blue Devils 
travel to Bainbridge today.

Bainbridge is 2-1 in the region 
while Coffee is 1-2 and Colquitt 
County is 1-2. Coffee hosts Colquitt 
County tonight at 7 p.m.
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Vikes Win City Baseball Battle, 13-3
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Timm Sport* Editor

Suspenseful it wasn't.
The hope of a possible Valdosta 

upset Tuesday didn't last long as the 
Lowndes Vikings scored seven runs 
in the flrst Inning on their way to a 
13=3 win at Baxemore Field.

The win pushes Lowndes to 114 
overall and 34 in the Region 1AAAA 
The loss was Valdosta's fifth straight, 
dropping the Cats to 3'6 and H In 
the league.

Valdosta coach Charles Tarpley 
thought ho had learned from last Fri' 
day night's loss at Colquitt County. In 
that game, starting pitcher Matt 
Baker was ineffective and was pulled 
after recording only one out. Oreg 
Denly came on in relief and helped 
Valdosta get back In the game.

Tuesday, Tarpley started Denly. 
This time, Denly could do no right as 
he allowed the seven runs, five 
earned, before Baker relieved him. 
Baker pitched the next I 2/3 Innings 
and allowed only two earned runs,

"We didn’t have a chance after the 
first inning," said Tarpley. "We hit it 
as good as we could’ve wanted to but 
the first inning Just killed us, That's 
been the story of our life."

After Denly was pulled, he com' 
plained of pain In his shoulder and 
Tarpley said after the game there 
may be a possibility of rotator cuff 
damage.

Lowndes started the game with 
speedy Antoine Moran drawing a 
walk. After a stolen base, the first of 
five for Moran, he moved to third on 
Pete Ketterman’s single. James Les­
ter hit an Infield single that scored 
Moran. Shawn Regan then singled to 
score Michael Johnson who had 
walked.

The biggest shot of the inning 
came from Roy Finniessee when he 
then delivered a two-run double that 
brought home Ketterman and Lester. 
Up 4-0, Regan, Finniessee and Jimbo 
Scruggs also scored in the inning to 
make it 7-0.

Roy HiinleMBti of Lowndes slides into third base on a double­
steal during the first inning of Tuesday’s game. Valdosta third

baseman Keith McCuunehead’a tag was bite ami Fiimicssiw was 
safe — Times Photo by Paid Leavy.

The scoring continued in the top of 
the second for Lowndes. Johnson 
started the Inning with a single and 
moved to second on a Valdosta 
throwing error. Lester followed that 
with a one-out single to score John­
son and make it 8-0.

In the bottom of the second, Val­
dosta got on the scoreboard in a big 
way.

Keith McConnehead led off the in­
ning with a walk and scored when 
first baseman Joel Bius crushed a 
Johnson offering over the right field 
wall for a two-run homer.

Lowndes stretched the lead in the 
third. Moran reached on a two-base 
error and stole third. Scott Regan 
scored him on a sacrifice fly. With 
the bases clear, Johnson ripped a 
double and scored when Ketterman 
followed him with a double to make It 
10-2.

The Vikings got another in the 
sixth when Johnson singled, moved 
to second on a wild pitch and to third 
on an out. Lester reached base on an 
error and Johnson raced home to 
make it 11-2.

Valdosta scored their final run in 
the bottom of that inning when Blake

Patterson singled, Blus singled him 
to second and Steve Everson’s field­
er's choice moved him to third.

Phil Pieplow singled to score Pat­
terson and produce the final VHS 
run.

Lowndes added one more in the 
seventh off Bius, who entered the 
game in the seventh. Andy Cooper 
and Moran each reached base with 
one out and scored when Valdosta 
committed two errors in the inning.

“We never really hit it with author­
ity,” said Lowndes coach Steve 
Kebler. “Michael really didn’t have

his good stuff today and give Val­
dosta credit — they hung In there. 
The seven runs in the first inning 
had to hurt them."

Valdosta goes to Bainbridge Friday 
while Lowndes will travel to Colquitt 
County.

In a ninth-grade game Monday, 
Valdosta defeated Lowndes 6-1. Jar­
rett Bridges went the distance on the 
mound, giving up four hits and strik­
ing out 10.

Chad Parkerson, Thompson Kurrie 
and Travis Howell each had two hits 
for the Wildcats.



■VALDOSTA GIRLS SWEEP: The Valdosta girls 
tennis team shut out the Lowndes girls at their home 
courts Wednesday, but the Lowndes boys saved face 
with a few victories of their own in area prep tennis ac­
tion.

Frank Hjort’s girls swept the Vikettes 5-0 in their 
varsity games, with number one seed Mallette Mitchell 
leading the way with a come-from-behind 3-6, 6-4, 6-2 
win over Kami Bonner. Rachael Baiorunos was also 
victorious, winning 6-1, 7-5 over Darcie Leonard. Hilary 
Davis defeated Melissa Lahood 1-6, 6 3, 6-2, in the final 
singles match for the girls.

Lowndes’ boys got their share of victories in the sin­
gles matches with Daniel Joe Hansson defeating Bryan 
Adams 6-0, 6-2, and Hyo Kim downing Greg Soshnik 6­
0, 6-0. Valdosta’s Danny Struble beat Tom Clifford 6-3, 
6-7, 6-1. '

In doubles competition, Valdosta’s Blake Brantley 
and Ashley Giles defeated Travis Pate and David 
Broom 6-2, 6-4 and Jason Motley and Matt Cardella 
beat Lowndes’ Jonathan Hall and Travis Paulk 5-7, 6-4, 
7-5.

In girls doubles play, Valdosta’s Emily Bowling and 
Keri Langdale beat Jenny Baxter and Tricia Clifford 6­
2, 6-2, and the Lady Wildcat tandem of Andrea Moody 
and Robyn Hastings defeated Hannah Lahood and 
Marie-Anne Delthel 6-2, 6-2.

In b-team exhibitions, VHS’s Jennifer Eidson beat 
Jenny Baxter 8-6, Mandi Ray lost to Tricia Clifford of 
Lowndes 3-8, Katie Stone of Valdosta downed Melissa 
Lahood 8-4, and Clifford won again, this time over Jen­
nifer Crick 9-7.

The Valdosta girls, now 2-2, play next in Fitzgerald

Valdosta High senior offensive lineman Tim 
O’Brien signs a football scholarship with West 
Point Academy at his home Thursday evening. 
On hand for the event were (from left to right)

VHS head coach Nick Hyder, liis mother 
Glynda, O’Brien, his father Mike, coach Jerry 
Don Baker and Tim’s brother Ben — Times 
Photo by Paul Leavy.

Four Tied For McMoRan Lead
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS - Jay Haas sank 
a 5-iron from 196 yards for the first 
eagle in four years of tournament 
play on the tough 18th hole at En­
glish Turn and shared the lead 
Thursday in the $1 million Freeport 
McMoRan Classic.

The 18th, a par-4 with a stroke av­
erage of 4.61, is the toughest fin­
ishing hole on the tour.

Seve Ballesteros, Chip Beck and 
Brad Bryant also carded 67s for the 
first round over the 7,116-yard 
course.

Future Cadet

“I don’t recall ever having holed a 
shot on the last hole, other than a 
chip or a putt,” Haas said. “I could 
see it the whole way, and you could 
tell from the people, the building 
roar, that it was going to be close.

‘T think that was the first time I 
ever got on that green in two. I was 
just trying to carry the green. When I 
hit the shot, it felt good — like a putt 
for a birdie. It just rolled on up 
there.”

Six were tied at 68: Bob Eastwood, 
Scott Gump, Lon Hinkle, Jeff Mag- 
gert, David Rummells and Duffy Wal­
dorf.

when Ware County forfeited a scheduled game in 
Homerville against the Panthers.

The Panther b-team won in their contest against the 
b-team Gators in a tight 5-4 match. The game lasted 
nine innings.

The varsity Panthers next game will be Friday 
against Atkinson County at 4:30 p.m. in Pearson.

VHS Hosts

Robin Freeman, Neal Lancaster, 
Fran Quinn and Mike Standly were 
at 69.

Ballesteros failed to make the cut 
at the TPC last week, so he used Sat­
urday and Sunday to consult with 
golf guru David Leadbetter in Or­
lando, Fla.

“Simple things,” Ballesteros said. 
“Some adjustments with my shoul­
ders. The swing was there, but the 
alignment wasn’t there.”

Rummells said his problem was 
his putting.

“Historically, I’ve been one of best 
putters out here. But not this year. 
I’ve really been struggling,” Rum­
mells said.

Region 
Rivals
By LEN ROBBINS
Times Assistant Sports Editor

With the Region 1-AAAA girls track 
meet less than a month away, today's 
Lady Wildcat Relays should be a 
good indication of who will be the 
contenders for the region crown, 
according to VHS track coordinator 
Jerry Don Baker and girls track 
coach Dick Sturtevent.

The meet, which begins at 2:36 
p.m. at the Valdosta High track, will 
pit five teams from the region 
against one another, and will also 
feature Fitzgerald and Monroe of Al­
bany, the defending Class AAA cham­
pions.

“Coffee and Colquitt and Lowndes 
and Bainbridge will be there, so this 
will give us a good reading on where 
we stand,” Sturtevent said.

Baker agreed with Sturtevent, say­
ing, “This (the meet) will give us a 
good indication of what to expect 
when the region tourney comes 
around.”

The region tournament is sched­
uled for April 22-23 and will also be 
held at the Valdosta track facility.

This will be the first year Valdosta 
has hosted the Lady Wildcat Relays, 
but Baker plans to make it an annual 
event.

“We’re looking forward to doing 
this every year. We’ve got a great 
track facility and once people see 
what we’re doing here, I think thi§ 
(the Lady Wildcat Relays) will be 1 
great success,” he said.

Harmon’s Trophies and McDorf
aid’s of Valdosta are sponsoring the 
relays, with Harmon’s furnishing tro­
phies and McDonald’s providing t- 
shirts to all event winners (first-third
places).

Analyzing the competition, Sturte- 
vent said his Lady Wildcats have a 
chance to do well in the meet.

“As far as teams go, Lowndes and 
Monroe look to be the top two teams, 
with us and Bainbridge being in their 
also. I’d say we stack up pretty good* 
against these teams,” he said.



■LOWE, BENJAMIN TOP VHS AWARDS: Ernest 
Lowe and Esther Benjamin were the top award win­
ners at Tuesday's basketball awards banquet for Val­
dosta High School.

Lowe, the Region 1-AAAA Player of the Year, won 
the boys most valuable player award, and Benjamin, 
who will attend Old Dominion to play basketball next 
year, was named the girls MVP.

Other award that were handed out for the Wildcat 
team were, Wildcat Spirit award-Aaron Lane; Most Im- 

‘ proved-Billy Steinberg, Lane; Most Hustle award-Brian 
Adams; Best Scholastic Average-Matt Baker; Best Free 
Throw Percentage-Matt Baker; Best Rebounder-Joey 

‘ Benjamin; Best Offensive Player-Lowe; Key Club Sports­
manship award-Billy Steinberg, Rodney Robinson; 
Coach’s Achievement award-Brian Adams; Joel Mont­
gomery award-Joey Benjamin.

The Lady Wildcats’ awards were, Wildcat Spirit 
award-Natasha Johnson; Most Improved-Tracy Trout­
man; Most Hustle award-DeDe Dennis; Best Scholastic 
Average-Amanda McGhin; Best Free Throw Average- 
Yolanda Benjamin; Best Rebounder-Esther Benjamin; 
Best Offensive Player-Esther Benjamin; Best Defensive 
Player-Natasha Johnson; Key Club Sportsmanship 
award-Amanda McGhin; Coach’s Achievement award- 
Natasha Johnson.

Awards were also handed out to the Wildcat and Lady 
Wildcat junior varsity players and the ninth-grade boys 
team. Winners of those awards were (boys j.v.) Larry 
Melton-Most Improved; Chad Brooks and Ivan Iverson­
Best Offensive; Michael Roberts-Best Defensive; (girls 
j.v.) Melissa Sauls-Best All-Around; (ninth-grade boys) 
Alton McBurrough-Most Improved; Tim Kelsey-Best Of­
fensive; Keith Washington-Best Defensive.

Wildcat coach John Miller and Lady Wildcat coach 
Linda Blackwell also recognized the seniors from their

teams for their contributions. Those seniors were Billy 
Steinberg, Ernest Lowe, Joey Benjamin, Aaron Lane, 
Brian Adams, Matt Baker, Luther Brantley, Philip Pie­
plow, Dennis Castleberry, Rodney Robinson, Natasha 
Johnson, Esther Benjamin, Tracy Troutman, DeDe Den­
nis, Detron Green and Stacv Jones, manager.

Profiles/A Weekly Feature About Local People

Flying High In
Air Force

Anne Clark
■ Family: parents, Retired Air 
Force Col. Richard R. Clark and 
Jacque Clark of Valdosta; broth­
ers, Steven Clark and David 
Clark.
■ Hobbies: reading.

Academy
junior high. It wasn’t the plan but 
Valdosta is where the Clarks decided 
to settle down.

Ms. Clark’s two older brothers, Da­
vid and Steven, weren’t interested in 
the military but she was.

Both parents are proud of her de­
cision to continue the Air Force le­
gacy and of her achievements, Mrs. 
Clark said.

VHS Rallies For Win
T Reports

The Valdosta High girls track team 
came from behind to take a three- 
point win over second-place Thom­
asville High School in a three-team 
meet Tuesday afternoon at Valdosta.

The 1600 meter relay team rallied 
Valdosta with a first-place time of 
4:22 in the final event of the day. 
Michelle Hendricks, Tiffany Wright, 
Heather Harris and Kristin Sander­
son were the four who brought VHS 
back for a victory.

Valdosta High finished with a total 
score of 58 points, and Thomasville 
finished with 55 points. Region 1- 
AAAA rival Tift County was third 
with 24 points.

Wright also picked up wins in the 
long jump (16 feet, 4 inches) and the 
100 meter hurdles. She picked up a 
thifd place finish in the 100 meter 
dash.

Other first-place finishers were
Maggie McDonald in the 1600 and 
800 meter runs, and Jessica Morgan 
in the in the 3200 meter run with a 
time of 14:25. Khristina Lyons was 
second in the 3200 to complete a 1-2 
finish for Valdosta High in the event.

Valdosta High also picked up a 1-2 
finish in the 100 meter hurdles where 
Hendricks crossed the line after 
Wright.

The 400 meter relay team of 
Wright, Tonya McCloud, Hendricks 
and Harris took second place.

VHS did not pick up a victory in 
the 200 meter dash, but the team 
picked up some points with a 2-3-4 
finish. McCloud was second, followed 
by Harris and Ann Robinson.

Third-place finishers were Latesha 
Tharpe in the discus and Lyons in 
the 400 meter run.

Fourth-place finishers were Beth 
Schnake in the long jump and Hen­
dricks in the high jump.

By DEAN POLING
Times Staff Writer

Anne Clark is making plans for the 
Air Force and she’s doing it with fly­
ing colors.

She went straight to the United 
States Air Force Academy in Colo­
rado Springs after graduating vale­
dictorian from Valdosta High School 
in 1988. Ms. Clark is a Cadet First 
Class and is committed to at least 
five years in the Air Force, says her 
mother, Jacque Clark of Valdosta.

Now she’s bound for the Massa­
chusetts Institute of Technology to 
finish her degrees in electrical engi­
neering and applied mathematics. 
When Ms. Clark finishes at MIT, she 
will have her master’s degree.

As part of her attendance to MIT, 
she received a full-paid scholarship 
and is one of the highest ranking stu­
dents in her class of 1,100, say Air 
Force Academy officials.

So, many may ask, how does a 
woman end up choosing the Air 
Force as a career? To those who 
know Ms. Clark it is not much of a 
surprise.

Her father is retired Air Force Col. 
Richard R. Clark, also known as Dick 
Clark, Valdosta Airport’s manager. 
The family lived in various places 
around the world.

Mrs. Clark said her daughter lived 
the life of a “military brat” until the 
family came to Valdosta’s Moody Air 
Force Base when Ms. Clark was in

“Whenever a person says that 
South Georgia’s educational system 
is poor, I have to disagree. I believe 
it is up to the individual student’s ef­
forts and participation,” Mrs. Clark 
said of her daughter’s schooling in 
Valdosta.

“Anne received everything she 
needed for the academy here and is 
applying it every day.”

Since being in the Air Force Aca­
demy, Ms. Clark has maintained the 
Superintendent’s Pin, which is just a 
cut above the regular Dean’s List, 
academy officials said.

ANNE CLARK

■VHS CHEERLEADERS WIN CHAMPIONSHIP: 
The Valdosta High School Competition Cheerleaders 
won first place in the Small Varsity division at the Six 
Flags Over Georgia Cheerleading Championship held 
in Atlanta on March 28.

The squad competed against 14 other squads with 
second place going to Lakeside High, third to Troup 
County High and fourth to Jonesboro High School.

The VHS squad won a $500 award, $200 gift certifi­
cate, a first place trophy and each girl received $50 
worth of hair care products. This is the second year of 
the competition and the second year that VHS has 
taken first place. The squads are judged on tumbling, 
jumps, motion, techniques, dance ability and precision.

This year the squad has also taken first place at a 
competition in Macon and second place in Conyers. At

uz>r ^-^-^^
National Cheerleading Association summer camp, they 
received BEST ALL ABOUND SQUAD voted on by the 
instructors and the SPIRIT AWARD.

Squad members are Jana Whitehead • coach, Kather­
ine Owens - manager, Angie Redden (captain), Maria 
Baratta (co-captain), Michelle Hendricks (co-captam), 
Alison Bass, Margaux Lakey, Kelly Mathis, Courtney 
Minchew, Amy Page, Tami Reed and Katherine Mathis.

’em FERS BEAT COLQUITT: The Valdosta 
High gelt 'team defeated ®“r a "regen’S 

muS'up Sl'^ ” Slrok“

'“‘"team »i» pby Tuesday when they. face the 
Staple Sumy U Lowndes teams at Francs Lake
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■ FITZGERALD EDGES VALDOSTA TENNIS 
TEAM: The Valdosta girls tennis team dropped a 
match to Fitzgerald Monday, 3-2.

Valdosta’s Rachael Baiorunos defeated Jennifer An­
gel inlhe number two singles match (6-3, 7-5) while 
Valdosta’s number one doubles team of Emily Bowling 
and Kerf Langdale defeated Kim Lewis and Jennifer 
Lott (6-2, 6-1). Valdosta’s Mallette Mitchell lost in the 
number one singles to Mandy Weeks (6-0, 6-4), Hilary 
Davis lost in number three singles to Rebecca McEa­
chern (2-6, 3-6) and the doubles team of Robyn Has­
tings and Andrea Moody lost to Amy Spivey and 
Heather Vaughn (6-2, 6-1).

Valdosta is now 2-3 on the year and will host Coffee * 
High today at McKey Park.

In B-team action, defeated Fitzgerald to
raise their record to 3-0; Vatdosta B-team winners in­
cluded Katie Stone over Jan$ Spivey (8-4), Mandi Ray 
over Lisa Gordon (8-6), Amanda McGhin and Betsy 
Richards over Spivey and Gordon (8-3) and Mandi 
Turner and Catherine Hutchinson over Rebecca Ru­
therford and Jessica Achord (7-6).

Jennifer Eidson and Jennifer Crick lost their singles 
matches while the doubles team of Marci Golivesky- 
Maura Miller and Merritt Green-Christy Ledbetter also 
lost.

man would begin to return Tuesday in the Cats’ next 
meet in Live Oak.

i^ ^^■3
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PLACE THIRD: The Valdosta Wildcat 
^ finished third out of 23 teams in the L C 
Conroe Relays Friday in Albany. Valdosta fin­

n l ^ ^ 58 points while Monroe won with 101 and 
Bainbridge was second with 78.

Brice Hunter had the highlight of the day and the only 
“rs ? ac^ or.^e Wildcat team. Hunter won the 110 
high hurdles with a 14.28, setting a new school record in 
the process. Hunter also picked up points in the 300 in­
termediate hurdles where he finished third with a 40.99.
^l^j ^owe was second in the long jump (21’71/4”) 

*nd ^rd in the high jump (6’6”). Lowe was also a mem- 
ie 4x100 ^am that finished sixth (43.12). Also on 

^ were Robert .Randolph, Aidrich Graham and 
Mike Roberts. Joey Benjamin, Michael Hopper, Graham 
and Lowe finished sixth in the 4x400 meter relay (3:28).

Dexter Daniels placed fourth in the shotput (47’6”) 
*n the discus (129’2”) while Benjamin was 

third in the 800 meter run (2:03). Tito Thomas was sixth 
in the 400 meters (51.22) while Scott Jones and Matt 
Vannus tied for sixth in the pole vault (9’6”).
„Th.e W>ldcats were once again without top sprinter 
riank Wiseman as he continues to comeback from a 
hamstring injury. Wildcat coach Larry Jester said Wise-

■WILDCATS LYNCHED BY CLINCH: Paced by 
three home runs, one a grand slam, the Clinch County 
Panthers improved their record to 17-1 with a 15-0 win 
over region foe Echols County in Statenville Tuesday.

Jake Hart was the winning pitcher for Cecil Barber’s 
Panthers, while Jose Martin got the save with two in­
nings of work in relief.

Hitting home runs for the Panthers were shortstop 
Fred Edmonds, who hit a grand slam, Dallon Shirley 
and Thomas Flowers.

The Panthers will play today in Nashville against the 
Berrien County Rebels beginning at 3 p.m. _

Favored in Relays
y  —^—^^— The meet will feature seven
By LEN ROBBINS
Times Assistant Sports Editor

Last week, Valdosta High School 
hosted the first-ever Lady Wildcat 
Relays, and the track meet turned 
out to be an unqualified success. 
Jerry Don Baker, VHS track coor­
dinator, and Larry Jester, the Wild­
cats’ boys track coach, hope their 
male equivalent, the Wildcat Re­
lays, to be held today at Valdosta
High, will produce the 
suits.

“Like the girls’ meet 
we want to make this

same re­

last week, 
an annual

event,” Baker said. “With our track 
and how many trophies and t-shirts 
we’re going to give out, I predict it 
will be real successful.”

teams from the area. Lowndes, Val­
dosta, Coffee, Jeff Davis, Cairo, 
Thomas County and Thomasville 
will all send their boys teams to 
Valdosta High for the meet today, 
with field events beginning at 3:30 
p.m.

Baker said Lowndes, Valdosta 
and Thomas County are the favor­
ites going into the meet.

“I would say that we (Valdosta) 
would be the favorite, along with 
Lowndes and Thomas County. 
Lowndes fields a strong team. They 
are well-coached and work real 
hard, and Thomas County has a 
good team too,” Baker said.

The meet is being co-sponsored 
by Harmon’s Trophies and McDon­
ald’s of Valdosta, Baker said.

Rebels Spoil Wildcats’

By CHRIS JOHNSON
Timed Sports Writer

Game Opener, 6-3
-—^—^^Chris Walker pickea up the win for “We did some things lateChris Walker pickea up in the

The first game played under the 
lights at Bazemore Field was a mem­
orable one, but more for Berrien 
High’s Rebels than the Valdosta 
Wildcats.

The Rebels scored three runs off 
just one hit in the eighth inning, and 
held on in the bottom half of the in­
ning to take a 6-3, extra-inning win 
Thursday night.

The Wildcats then loaded the bases

Berrien which improves to 10-7 with 
the victory. Freshman Jarrett 
Bridges took the loss for VHS, but 
pitched seven strong innings, giving 
up’six hits and four earned runs.

Blake Patterson was 3-for-4 with a 
double for the Wildcats who play a 
Region 1-AAAA contest today against 
Coffee High at home.

“We’ve been playing a lot better of 
late,” said Berrien head coach who 
won a 6-5 contest over defending 
Class A state champion Clinch
County Wednesday. “After the winwith no outs, but the Rebels came up County Wednesday. “After the win 

with a key double play to end the. against Clinch County, we were sort 
‘ ‘ of on an emotional down today, and itthreat, and the Wildcats came up 

empty.
Berrien improves to 11-7 overall 

with the win, and the Wildcats fall to 
4-9 overall with the loss.

Wildcats—
From Page 6-A 

loaded, you don’t go on a line drive.” 
The Rebels loaded the bases in the 

top of the eighth with a hit batsman 
and two bunts on which the Cats 
failed to get anyone out. Uchida then 
hit what appeared to be a double­
play ball, but VHS shortstop let the 
ball roll under his glove and Ber­
rien’s Mike Nazworth and Michael 
Nix scored on the play to put the 
Rebels ahead 5-3.

Jason Smart later scored to make 
the final 6-3 on a bases-loaded walk 
to Chris Walker.

Valdosta took a 1-0 lead in the first

took us a while to get it in gear. But 
deep down I felt like our guys were 
going to come through in the end, 
and they did.

ball game — sacrificing and running 
the bases real well,” he added. “And 
we needed all the help because every 
time we turned around Valdosta had 
base runners on.”

VHS head coach Charles Tarpley 
was pleased with his freshman 
pitcher, but not with his team’s de­
fense or base running.

With no outs and the bases loaded 
in the bottom of the eighth inning, 
Valdosta’s Mark Howell ripped a line 
drive that was snagged by Berrien’s 
Akihira Uchida, who caught Patter­
son off third base for a double play.

“I said, ‘Don’t take any chances. 
Squat on a line drive?,” Tarpley said. 
“With nobody out and the bases

See WILDCATS, Page 7-A

inning when Howell led off with a 
walk, moved to second on a Matt 
Baker ground out and scored on a 
two-out error by Nazworth.

Berrien tied it at 1-1 in the second 
as Jelks committed a throwing error 
allowing Nazworth to reach first, and
he went to third on a passed ball on . it at 2-2.
VHS’ Chris Rockey. He scored on a 
ground out by Smart.

Patterson doubled with one out in 
the bottom of the second and came 
home as Rebel shortstop Jimmy 
Dupree booted a Phillip Pieplbw 
grounder to make it 2-1, VHS.

Walker led off the third with a 
walk, but the Cats appeared to have

him caught in a run down between 
first and second before VHS first 
baseman Joel Bius’ throw was offline 
allowing Walker to take second. 
Walker then stole third, and catcher 
Rockey’s throw sailed into left field, 
allowing Walker to come home at tie

Berrien’s Ryan Hancock led off the 
fifth with a single, stole second and 
scored on two wild pitches by 
Bridges to make it 3-2, Berrien.

Valdosta’s final run came in the 
bottom of the fifth when Rockey led 
off with a single and later scored on 
a ground out by Jelks.

^^—^g^^
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Hall Leads Devils
Past Wildcats, 4-0
By LEN BOBBINS Tift “ ’ "

TIFTON — Three late-inning er­
rors and a superb pitching perfor­
mance by Tift County hurler Mike 
Hall spoiled an otherwise solid outing 
by the Valdosta Wildcats as they lost 
to the home-standing Blue Devils 4-0 
Tuesday at the Devil Diamond.

A two-base throwing error by Wild­
cat second baseman Mark Howell in 
the fifth inning and two errors on one 
play by starting pitcher Jason Jelks 
in the sixth spelled the eventual 
doom for Charles Tarpley’s Cats, as 
Tift scored three runs on those er­
rors.

“If we’d have made those plays, it 
could have been 1-0 going into the 
seventh inning,” said a disappointed 
Tarpley after the game.

But Tarpley’s troops also had to 
contend with Blue Devil starting 
pitcher Mike Hall, who dazzled the 
Tift County crowd with a complete 
game, three-hit, 13-strikeout shutout.

“I think he is the best pitcher in 
the region,” Tarpley said. “We have a 
couple of other ones (in the region) 
that are better baseball players, but 
not better pitchers.”

Tarpley definitely has a point, as 
Hall’s pinpoint control only yielded 
one base on balls in the contest.

ab r h bi
2 12 1 Howell 2b
3 0 10 Rockey c
2 0 11 Baker 3b
2 1 1 0 Jelks p
4 0 0 0 Blus lb
3 12 0 McCohead dh
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ball got past Wildcat backstop Chris 
Rockey.

The sixth inning proved to be the 
fatal blow for the Cats, who gave up 
two runs.

Jelks walked Chad Blanchett to 
begin the inning. Hullett bunted, and 
Jelks bobbled the ball and then 
threw it over the again-outstretched 
arm of Bius. Blanchett scored from 
first on the error and Hullett 
advanced to third base. Greg Denly 
then came in, relieving Jelks. Denly 
didn’t fare much better, giving up a

The Blue Devils got on the board 
first in the second inning. Marcus 
Phillips singled, then advanced to 
third on a single by Shane Pridgen. 
Jelks walked Cliff Henderson to load 
the bases. Phillips then scored on a 
grounder by leadoff hitter Scott Hul­
lett.

The Wildcat defense, fended off 
Blue Devil advances until the fifth in­
ning, where Tift again scored a lone 
run.

Hall walked to begin the inning. Af­
ter catching a line drive, Howell tried 
to get Hall off of first base, but threw 
over the outstretched arm of first- 
bagger Joel Bius and over the fence. 
Hall went to third on the error. Hall 
scored his team’s second run when a

See WILDCATS, Page 9-A
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single to David Stone that scored 
Hun,lett.

In the top of the seventh inning, 
the Wildcats threatened to make a 
game of it. Matt Baker doubled off of 
Hall to begin the inning. Jelks then 
hit a short single, advancing Baker 
to third. Suddenly, the Blue Devils’ 
ace looked hitable.

Unfortunately for the Wildcats, 
that look was just a mirage, as Hall 
downed the next three batters, two 
by strikeout, to end the game.

Of the three Valdosta base hits, 
Jelks had two of them, while Baker 
was 1 of 2 at the plate with the sev-

enth-inning double.
Jelks went five innings, walking 

seven, giving up seven hits and one 
earned run.

with Jelks’ performance on the 
mound.

“I thought he did a good job. J. J. 
pitched as well as I can ask from a 
young kid with his experience,” he 
said.

The 4-8 Wildcats will play Thurs­
day at home against Berrien County. 
The game will be the first ever 
under the lights at the Valdosta High 
field.
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Altman Deals With Changing Times
By KELLI BOWMAN
Times Staff Writer

Public school days are not what 
they used to be.

Despite the negative criticism lev­
eled at America’s public schools over 
the years, some of the changes are 
positive: better facilities and technol­
ogy and a broad spectrum of pro­
grams to challenge and aid different 
types of students.

But other developments are not as 
laudable.

Instead of checking the bathroom 
for the occasional smoker, today’s 
teachers and principals are on the 
lookout for guns and “crack” cocaine. 
Alternative classes are set up for 
pregnant teens, young mothers bur­
dened with child care and students 
with discipline problems.

After 27 years in the business, Val­
dosta City Schools Superintendent 
Walter Altman is familiar with this 
metamorphosis. Altman’s ascension 
to system chief began in the class­
room. But he says it really started in 
childhood under his mom’s guidance. 
She too was a school teacher.

Altman has served in the ap-

man was principal of Sallas Mahone 
for four years. Before that, he was a 
teacher.

■ QUESTION: Did you plan on a 
career in education?

■ ALTMAN: I don’t think that 
when I was going to college that I 
necessarily was shooting toward a 
goal of being a teacher. I had spent 
so much time around schools and 
working with school children and 
stuff through the church and through 
my associations because my mother 
was a teacher, I had sort of grown up 
in the schools.

I think it was just next in line for 
me — that was what I knew. My life 
was spent in schools.

It’s just an experience that I fell in 
and 1 never have regretted one min­
ute of it.

pointed position of superintendent for 
seven years and previously was as­
sistant superintendent for eight 
years. Before moving to the Williams 
Street administration building, Alt-

From left, Bridget Taylor, Lori Swilley and Maggie 
McDonald receive Student of the Year awards from the Elke 
— Valdosta Elks Lodge Photo.
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■LOWNDES 5, VALDOSTA 4 (9th grade game): 
Winning pitcher Kevin Hiers gave up five hits in seven 
innings as the ninth-grade Vikes pulled out a one-run 
victory at Bazemore in the season finale for both teams.

Thompson Kurrie led Valdosta with a 2-for-3 perfor­
mance at the plate.

■VALDOSTA 5, LOWNDES 4 (JV game): Winning 
pitcher Kevin Nolan fanned eight batters in seven in­
nings as the Cats pulled out a one-run victory Thursday 
at Bazemore Field. Valdosta’s John Green and Stephen 
Register were both 2-for-4 from the plate in the season 
finale for both teams.

Walter G. Altman III
■ Occupation: Superinten­

dent, Valdosta City Schools
■ Education: Bachelor's 

degree in education and mas­
ter’s degrees in administration 
and school social work from Val­
dosta State; education specialist 
from University of Georgia.

■ Family: Wife, Jackie; sons, 
Walter, 22; and Dan, 19

■ QUESTION: Is education re­
warding?

■ ALTMAN: Over a period of time 
I’ve had opportunity to see so many 
success stories, and that’s a thrill to 
me to see kids come along that 
you’ve worked with and dealt with on 
a daily basis and all of a sudden they 
come back to you and they’re a doc­
tor or a lawyer.

■ QUESTION: How has the public 
school changed?

■ ALTMAN: I feel like there’s still 
a large group of people in our school 
system ... who are very concerned 
and constantly involved with their 
children in trying to help them pur­
sue as much education as they can.

There is also an extreme on the 
other end where we have a large 
group of children ... who have a very 
difficult time. And I think a lot of the 
problem with those children ... is 
there’s just not that much support 
for what’s happening, at home. It cre­
ates a tremendous problem for them 
because the young children need a 
lot of encouragement and love, and 
the teens need more guidance and 
support and encouragement than 
anything else.

■ QUESTION: How do you tackle 
those problems?

■ ALTMAN: It probably is the 
most challenging problem we deal

Elks Lodge Honors Area Students
The Valdosta Elks Lodge recently honored three area 

high schoolers during a family supper get-together. 
According to Steve Regan of Nashville, who coordinates 

J the Valdosta Elks Youth Scholarship Contest, Maggie 
_ McDonald of Valdosta High School, Lori Swilley of Low­

ndes High and Bridget Taylor of Nashville’s Berrien 
County High were all winners in his estimation.

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks pre­
sented each teen-ager the “Student of the Year” award 
for their respective schools. In addition, Regan presented 
each contestant a U.S. savings bond award for her win­
ning efforts in the Valdosta Elks contest for the local 
area.

Ms. McDonald was also a finalist and winner in the 
Georgia Elks Youth Scholarship Competition. She has 
been awarded a $500 scholarship from the Georgia Elks

■VALDOSTA GIRLS SWEPT: The Valdosta girls 
tennis team was swept Monday by Bainbridge at the 
Valdosta State tennis courts. VHS’s season record is 
now 2-4.

Valdosta’s top seed Mallette Mitchell lost to Margaret 
Pettyjohn 6-4, 6-0 while second-seeded Rachel Baiorunos 
ost to Gina Bryan 6-3, 6-0. Third-seeded Hilary Davis 

lost to Amanda Coker 6-1, 6-1 while fourth-seeded Jen­
nifer Eidson beat Heather Hodges 6-3, 6-2.

In doubles action, Valdosta’s Emily Bowling and Keri 
Langdale lost to Katie Poitevant and Glee Pertnal 7-5, 4­
6> ?-4 while ^^ Hastings and Andrea Moody lost’ to 
Allison Henderson and Sara Beth Bryan 6-4, 6-0. Only 
the first three singles matches and the two doubles 
matches officially count.
U "LOWNDES B-TEAM WINS: The Lowndes High 
wSejai^ B'team defeated Valdosta Monday, 12-0. Chuck 
Woodall got the win on the mound as he went seven in-

WALTER ALTMAN 
with because you want everybody to 
be successful. If we could have 100 
percent of the kids who start the kin­
dergarten program graduate from 
high school, that would make me 
happy.

We’re dealing with some things to­
day we didn’t have to deal with early 
in my career ... We know the direc­
tion we need to go, and there is a 
certain portion of the student popula­
tion that we will have to drag kicking 
and screaming the whole way. But 
we’re not going to stop trying to get 
them there.

Association and an $800 scholarship from the Elks Na­
tional Foundation for the college of her choice.

The Elks Youth Scholarship Contest is just one of the 
projects aimed at youth activities sponsored by the Elks. 
The Youth Leadership Contest, the Elks “hoop shoot” 
contest, sponsorship of little league baseball and the Ea­
gle Scout Award program are other Elks projects that 
recognize the outstanding efforts of young people.

According to an Elks spokesman, Regan was well 
pleased with the quality of the entries submitted for the 
local contest, but he was disappointed at the quantity. 
Several local area high schools were not represented, 
and no male students entered the scholarship contest.

The contest which begins at the local Elks lodge level 
can lead to national awards. The national male and fe­
male winners receive $16,000 scholarships from the Elks 
National Foundation.

.s^sasw 
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nings, allowing two hits with four strikeouts. His record

____is now 4-0. L . , , .
Erin Cullen and Jeremy Davis each had two hits 

• while Shad Stevens and Case Spencer had one hit each. 
The win raises Lowndes’ record to 8-2.



Award To Bazemore
. Dick Ray, Bettie Bazemore, Wright Bazemore and Charles A. and check to Coach Bazemore at Valdosta High Tuesday af- 

Little Jr., share a moment during the presentation of a plaque ternoon. Story, Page 14-A — Times Photo by Paul Leavy.

v^^?^.01^ State Pushes For University Status
When Georgia Southern got uni- of all senior colleges to become uni-Staff and Wire Reports

All of Georgia’s senior colleges 
should be redesignated as universi­
ties, Armstrong State College’s fac­
ulty said Tuesday.

The Savannah school’s faculty 
members voted unanimously to seek 
to end its role as a senior college af­
filiated with Georgia Southern Uni­
versity.

Georgia Southern became the VSC most likely will learn its fate 
state’s first regional university in when the Regents’ Planning and 
1990, with .Armstrong and Savannah Oversight Committee — the group 
State College as its affiliates. charged with assessing the ootential

versity status, the state Board of Re­
gents set a July 1, 1992, target date 
for Valdosta State College to become 
the next regional university. Since 
then, however, a budget crisis com­
bined with pressure from other col­
leges and state lawmakers prompted 
the regents to decide in January to 
“revisit” its policy on university sta­
tus.

charged with assessing the potential

versities — reports back to the board 
in June.

The Armstrong faculty’s non-bind­
ing resolution called for the regents 
to designate as universities all 
Georgia’s senior colleges, which 
would include Armstrong and Val­
dosta State.

In addition, Armstrong said it 
wants to regain control of its grad­
uate studies, placed in Georgia 
Southern’s hands as part of the re­
gional university concept.

Armstrong President Bob Burnett 
said he would pass the faculty’s con­
cerns on to university system Chan­
cellor H. Dean Propst and Arthur 
Gignilliat, Savannah’s representative 
on the Board of Regents.

Only a majority of the 15-member 
Board of Regents could change the 
regional university system or declare 
as universities all senior colleges in 
the state.

The push from those schools 
prompted Armstrong faculty to call 
for a statewide university redesigna­
tion and elimination of the regional 
university plan, Burnett said.
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neering Graphic Analysis; JohnnyBy KRISTINE HARNAGE
Times Staff Writer

VJHSJHS TSA Chapters Win Big
Valdosta Junior High School Chap­

ter of Technology Student Associa­
tion captured first runner-up for 
Outstanding Chapter in the state and 
Valdosta High School Chapter fourth 
at the 30th Annual Georgia Technol­
ogy Student Association Conference 
April 9-12 in Atlanta.

Junior High Adviser Tommy Pitch­
ford landed The Jim Coffey Inspira­
tional Teacher Award for the junior 
high level while a former student of 
his, Adviser Keith Middleton of VHS, 
received the award for the high 
school level.

“It feels real good for a former stu­
dent of mine to go on and use what 
I’ve taught in his everyday life,” said 
Pitchford. “Some other former stu­
dents of mine are at Georgia Tech, at 
the Naval Academy and one is an en­
gineer with Proctor & Gamble in Al­
bany.”

Pitchford’s son, Ben, of the VHS 
Chapter, received a Georgia Power 
scholarship for full tuition for one 
year.

The conference was held at the 
Castlegate Hotel and Conference 
Center in Atlanta, and the theme was 
“Georgia TSA: Achieving Excellence 
Through Technology Education.” The 
students demonstrated their skill and 
knowledge in 20 different areas.

The students from the junior high 
who placed were: Ben O’Brien, 2nd* 
—. Aerospace; Carol Baker, 2nd — 
Technology Research; Cara Melton, 
1st — Graphic Design; Thomas Hiro­
moto, Finalist — Architectural Mod­
els; Carol Baker, Austen Carroll, 
Johnny Goodwin, Cara Melton, Brad 
Respess and Rita Walker, Finalists 
— Chapter Team; Rita Walker, Fi­
nalist — Creed; Whitney Gaston, 3rd 
— Safety Illustration.

Brad Respess, Finalist — Electron­
ics; Thomas. Hiromoto, 1st — Engi-

the bar codes of shoes 
at a store.

Goodwin, 7th, Thomas Hiromoto, 3rd 
and Brad Respess, 1st — Technology 
Bowl (written); Goodwin, Hiromoto 
and Respess, 1st — Technology Bowl 
(oral); Rita Walker, Finalist — Tech­
nology Process Display; Austen Car­
roll, Preston Grant, Finalists — 
Structural Engineering.

Johnny Goodwin, Ben O’Brien and 
Andy Bolton, Finalists — Radio Con- 

• trol Transportation; Austen Carroll, 
1st — Research and Design; Preston 
Grant, 3rd — Manufacturing Proto­
type; Brad Respess, 1st — Outstand­
ing Student; and chapter, second — 
Tourette Syndrome Fund-raiser (The 
junior high students raised $600.)

Pitchford was very proud of his 
students and proud to be the recipi­
ent of the Jim Coffey Award. “I think 
this was great,” he said. “The kids 
did real good, and we all had a lot of 
fun. I hate to see them leave.”

Pitchford teaches five Exploration 
in Technology classes at VJHS. He 
has been teaching there since 1969.

The students from the high school 
who placed were: Bill Roberts — 
Technology Bowl, 8th (written), 3rd 
(oral); Jennifer Grant, top 10 —Tech­
nology Process Display; Tiffany 
Roan, top 10 — Graphics Logo, 3rd 
— Outstanding Student; Jessica 
Roan, top 10 — Graphics Logo, 2nd 
— Chapter Team; Ben Pitchford, 2nd 
— Chapter Team, 3rd — Technology 
Team (oral).

Jimmy Fields, 1st — Manufactur­
ing Prototype; Jonathan Burns, 1st 
— Engineering Graphic Analysis; 
Tim Smith, top 10 — Aerospace, top 
10 — Architectural Models; Holland 
Alday, top 10 — Electronics, Technol­
ogy Bowl — 4th (written), 3rd (oral); 
Ryan Sanderson, 2nd — Chapter 
Team; Alan Sanderson, 3rd —Aero­
space, 2nd — Chapter Team and top 
10 — Research and Design.

The chapter had the second high­
est amount raised for the Tourette 
Syndrome Fund-raiser.

VHS TSA: Brad Soshnik, Jessica Roan 
Tim Smith, Tiffany Roan, Julie Hiromoto, 
Jennifer Grant, Ryan Sanderson, Jimmy

Fields, Jonathan Burns, Alan Sanderson 
Ben Pitchford, Bill Roberts and Advisei 
Keith Middleton — Photo by Jeff Allen.
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Honor bolls
■ Valdosta High: Principal 
Bill Aldrich announces the honor 
roll for the fourth sixth weeks at 
Valdosta High School

Sara Adams, Mitzi Albritton, Terri Albritton, Holland Al- 
day, Cory Alexander, Glenn Alexander, Tamala Allen, 
Clint Allred, Ken Altman, Christopher Ames, Elizabeth 
Arnold, Julia Ann Arnold, Rachael Baiorunos, Don 
Baker, Matthew Baker, Russell Baker, Salista Baker, Di­
nah Baldwin, Rachel Bali les, Maria Baratta, Jason Bar­
bas, Laura Barbas. Brinson Barker, Alfred Barnes, Becky 
Barnette, Alison Bass, Latonya Bass, Timothy Bass, 
Brook Bearden. Edward Bel. Chad Benefield, Joey Ben­
iamin, Emily Bentley, Ethel Berrian, Felicia Berrian, Joel 
Bius, Yasmine Bivins, Lee Boatenreiter, Trish Ann Bolen, 
Emily Bowling, Jay Bowling. Blake Brantley, LaTasha 
Brantley. Jarrett Bridges, Paul Briggs, Lardell Brinson, 
Deanna Brisco. Lana Brooks, John Eric Brown, Kimberly 
Brown.

Sabrina Brown, Tara Brown, Archie Bryant, Larry Bry­
ant, Matthew Buckland, Melissa Buckland, Kayse Budd, 
Tiffany Burgman. Heather Bums, Anthony Bynes, Lato­
nya Byrd, Laurie Campbell, Belinda Cantrell, Ingrid Car­
roll, Steven Carson, Dee Carter, Spence Carver, Lyle 
Causey, Dan Childs, Rachel Childs, Che Christie, Gre­
gory Clark, Vaughn Al Clark, Monica Clifton, Helene Coi- 
bion. Oliver Coibion, Matt Cole, SallyAnn Coleman, Leah 
Collins, Timothy Costello, Stephanie Cowart, Rebecca 
Coyne, Lindsay Crane, Stacey Cranor, Kevin Cronin, 
Meadowlark Daniels, Matt Daugherty, Hilary Davis, Ny- 
cole Davis, Wilhelmina Davis, Jason Day, Lamont Debro, 
Greg Denly, Dow Drury, Travis Dular, Jennifer Edwards, 
Gee Edwards. Bert Eidson, Jennifer Eidson, India Elliott

Kendra Elliott. Alma Enmon, Richard Ennis, Steven 
Eppes, Latoy Michele Ezell, Misty Faglie, Wilson 
Faircloth. Ginny Ferrell, Jimmy Fields, Regina Flanni- 
gan, Seymond Floyd, Shalina Flucas, Kimberly Shantel 
Folsom, Shonda Freeman, Janna Futch. Farrah Gage, 
James Galloy, Erica Galvin, Kristin Suzanne Ganas, 
Genora Garland, James Garrison, Joshua Gay, Timothy 
Gay, John Woodward Gayle, Melissa Geier, Ashley 
Giles. Amy L Glines, Lacarra Godfrey, Dixon Goff, Mar- 
cie Golivesky, Alfred Graham, Denise Grant, Mari Grav- 
tee, Charles Gray, April Green, Detron Green, Karen 
Green. Merritt Green, Tamara Green, John Benjamin 
Green, Amy Griffin, Daniel Griffin, Sabrina Yolanda Grif­
fin, Wendy Griffin, Parker Grow, Jennifer Halter, John 
Halter, Leigh Hamby, Sung No Han, Theresa Harper.

Dajuan Harris, Karen Harris, Andreu Harrison, Ma­
rinese Hart, Heather Harvey. Robyn Hastings, Douglas 
Henderson. Joe Herndon, John Hickox, Kevin Hiers, 
Meg Hiers, Shannon Lee Hilliard, Julie Hiromoto, Benja­
min Hofmeister, Keshier Hogan, Laura Holland, Jodie 
Hollenbeck, Michelle Howard, Thomas Howard, Mark 
Howell. Ashley Hudson. Matt Hunt. Greg Hunter, Ivan 
Iverson, Margaret Iverson, Crystal James, Dashanti Jef­
ferson, Lakeisha Jefferson, Ladertra Jeffery, Cheryl Jen­
kins, Keri Jenkins, Matthew Johnson, Michael Johnson, 
Patrick Johnson, Angela Gai Jones, Marlene Jones, Xa­
vier Antron Jones, Brahm Kellerman, Roy Kilgard, Ste­
phanie King, Jerome Kirkland, Amy Knowles, Asia 
Knowles, Wendy Kuter, Derrick Kyer, Sarah Lamprey, 
Michael Lancaster, Tharon Lane.

Keri Langdale, Mary Lasseter, Cate Lawrence, Chrstie 
Ledbetter, Michelle Levy, Ericka Nicole Lewis, Chrisiee 
Leynes, Lindsay Lloyd, David Lockhart, Karmell Logan, 
Javon Longieliere, Matt Loveday, Sara Luke, Lewis 
Lynch, Heather MacDonald, Elizabeth Mackey, Vivian L 
Manghram, Adriana Marques, Katherine Mathis, Ben 
Matson, David Matthews, Katrina Maxwell, Andrae De­
shawn Mazion, Mickey McAfee, Tammy McCain, Martin 
McClure, Brian McCombs, Eric McCombs, Charlotte 
McCormick, Ann McCranie, Maggie McDonald, Amanda 
McGhin, Mona McMillan, Jessica McMullen, Diedric Mc­
Nair, Angela McSween, Tammy Means, Ches Melton, 
Hallie Ann Meyer, John Meyer, Dutton Miller, Maura 
Miller, Courtney Minchew, Mallette Mitchell, Beth Mitch­
ell, Adrienne Moore, Rett Moore, Jud Moritz, Jason Mor­
ris, Crystal Morrison, Tad Moseley, Eric Motes, Monica 
Motes, Jennifer Moxley, James Neal, Latammy News­
ome, Robby Norris, Tony Norton.

Timothy O’Brien, Tony O’Neal, Stephanie O'Neal, So­
phia Owens, Jason Page, Chad Parkerson, Ekta Patel, 
Hemali Patel, Rachel Paterson, Geveda Patrick, James 
Pearce, Alex Penn, Katresa Peterson, Moneka Peterson, On Sports

Pnilip Pieplow, Benjamin Pitchford, Pinckney Pitcock, 
John Pitcock, Lisa Plair, Dana Pompey, Tenya Ponder, 
Melissa Porter, Jennifer Powell, Andrew Priester, Holly 
Rackley, Dan Rackley, Sarita Rainey, Tamika Rawls, 
Kristi Rayford, Angela Redden, Nick Reed, Gloria Reese, 
Amy Register, Betsy Richards, Stephanie Richter, Arthur 
Rizer Jr., Monica Rizer, Tiffany Roan, Lashunda Roberts, 
Shanda Lawanna Roberts, Terrace Roberts, Dustin Rob­
inson, Solange Robinson, David Roddey, Christopher 
Rodgers, Brandon Rogers, Tomika Rome, Michael Da­
vid Ronn, Gary Russ, Rhoda Russ, Chris Roush, Timo­
thy Roush, James Rowe, Robin Rowe, Jeremy Rowell, 
Ty Sainz, Norma Leigh Saliba, Chris Sanders, Alan 
Sanderson, Kristin Sanderson, Ryan Sanderson, Mon­
ica Savage, Joseph Brandt Schnake, James Scott.

Lee Scott, Travis Dane Sharp, Jennifer Sharpton, 
George Shaw, Melody Shaw, Lamar Sheffield, Monique 
Sherman, Michael Singletary, Aimee Smith, Joyette 
Smith, Rhonda Smith, Tim Smith, William Smith, Brad 
Soshnik, Gregory Soshnik, Sara South, Alexandria 
Spells, Jennifer Spencer, Jesse Spencer, Michelle Dawn 
Staab, Stephanie Staley, Bill Steinberg, Jacquelyn Stew­
art, Katie Stone, Andy Stone, Julie Strickland, Leilani 
Struzick, Eileen Sweeney, Sherry Swigart, Miki Swilley, 
Meredith Tart. Sarah Tatum, David Wayne Taylor, Leigh 
Taylor, Sandra Taylor, Teto Thomas, Raymond C. 
Thomas, Terrance Thomas, Tanya Tovar.

Tracy Troutman, James Tucker, Mandi Turner, Mat­
thew Van Nus, Felipe August Vanderlei, Mark Thomas 
Vannortwick, Lisa Vincent, Alysia Walker, Blake W Iker, 
Robin Walker, Michelle Walsh, Dejaris Washington,

Richard Washington, Trevor Washington, Jamey Wa­
ters, Jennifer Weaver, John Weaver, Amanda Weldon, 
Bonita Werts, Trent Wetherington, Wendy Whatley, 
Christopher Wheeler, Isiah Whitfield, Erin Matisha Wil­
liams, Keisa Williams, Shwanda Williams, Telly Williams, 
Jennifer Willis, Franklin Wiseman, William Woodall, La- 
shonna Wrice, Lavonda Wright. Tiffany Wright, Cynthia 
Yarborough, Laurie Young, Shannun Yow.

Cats Win Region Track Title
By LEN ROBBINS
Times Assistant Sports Editor

The Valdosta High Wildcats cap­
tured their first region track 
championship in a decade Thursday, 
edging defending champion Bain­
bridge at the VHS track facility to 
clinch the 1-AAAA title.

The Wildcats finished with 167.5 to­
tal points, just ahead of the Bearcats, 
who accumulated 150 points. Tift 
County placed third, with 91 points, 
Lowndes had 60.5 points, good for 
fourth, and Coffee and Colquitt 
County rounded out the meet’s plac- 
ings.

Wildcat coach Larry Jester was 
pleased his squad took the title from 
the Bearcats, who had won the 
championship six straight times, but 
thought his team’s slim lead would 
be even closer.

“Based on the times turned in and 
the prelims yesterday, I thought it 
would have been even closer,” he 
said. “But our kids came out like 
they’ve done all year long and with 
the pressure on, they just turned it 
up a notch. They just gave an all-out 
effort and I’m tickled to death.”

Jester should be tickled, for his 
team won four of Thursday’s seven 
events and VHS will send a caravan

of tracksters to the state track meet, 
to be held May 8-9 in Jefferson. First­
and second-place finishers in region 
events will be eligible for the state 
meet.

In action from Thursday, the sec­
ond day of the region meet, Valdosta 
shined most brightly in the 4 X 100 
relay, with their first quartet placing 
first and their second team finishing 
in second. Robert Randolph, Ernest 
Lowe, Mike Roberts and Frank Wise­
man comprised the first team, which 
had a time of 43.15 in the event. The 
second team was made up of Donald 
Hitson, Alfred Barnes, Larry Melton 
and Trampis Wrice.

In the 100 meter dash, Wiseman 
also placed, finishing second to a 
Bainbridge runner’s first. Randall 
Godfrey of Lowndes placed fourth, 
Aldridge Graham of Valdosta was 
fifth and Lowndes’ Tommy Stark fin­
ished sixth.

Wildcat Brice Hunter continued his 
dominance of the 110 meter hurdles, 
finishing with a time of 14.6 to claim 
first place in the region. Teammate 
John Copeland finsihed second.

Joey Benjamin of Valdosta was the 
region’s top 800 meter runner with a 
time of 1:59.98. James Cannady of 
Valdosta placed fifth in that event.

Graham was the winner in the 200 
meter dash, posting a time of 21.90. 
The Viking tandem of Cedric Mathis 
and Demarcus Rizer placed fourth 
and fifth.

Lowndes’ Carlton Johnson was the 
only local runner to place in the 3200 
meter run, finishing fifth.

Valdosta couldn’t recreate their 
showing in the other relay event, the 
4 X 400, placing third and fourth with 
their two teams. The team of Michael 
Hopper, Randolph, Benjamin and 
Lowe placed third. The fourth-place 
quartet was comprised of Roberts, 
Wrice, Terrence Daniels and Gra­
ham. The Lowndes team placed sec­
ond in the event.
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Scruggs relieved Lester and shut out 
the Cats until they added what 
proved to be crucial insurance runs 
in the top of the seventh.

In the seventh, Steve Everson led 
off with an infield single, and Tarpley 
instructed Mark Howell to sacrifice 
Everson to second. But Howell put 
down a perfect bunt past the pitch­
er’s mound and reached with a bunt 
single. Chris Rockey was also 
instructed to sacrifice and he also 
reached base before the Vikings 
could field his slow roller down the 
third-base line.

That loaded the bases with no outs 
for Baker, who drove home Everson 
with a sacrifice fly. Two batters later, 
aesignated hitter Dean Vinson drove

home Howell and Rockey by slap­
ping a two-out single into right field 
to make it 9-4.

“We try to teach them in high 
school that any time you bunt the 
ball and bunt it on the ground, good 
things usually happen to you,” Tar­
pley said. “Those bunts were clutch, 
and the hit was big too.”

After Johnson’s two-run shot to 
right-center gave the Vikes a 2-0 
lead, the Cats chased Lester from 
the mound with the six-run second 
inning.

The Cats loaded the bases on a 
Blake Patterson single, a Greg Clark 
double and a walk to Phillip Pieplow. 
Everson then scored Patterson on a 
ground out, and Clark scored as 
Lowndes’ Johnson’s throw to first

got away from Ketterman, allowing 
Everson to advance to second.

Everson moved to third on a sin­
gle by Howell and scored on an 
infield single by Rockey. Baker then 
ripped his three-run shot over the 
left field fence to make it 6-2, Vai- 
dosta. »J

Lowndes cut it to 6-3 in the bottom - I 
of the second as Moran scored Drew ’ I 
with a sacrifice fly, and the Vikes * 1 
made it 6-4 in the third on an RBI 
double by Lester which scored John- : I 
son, who reached on an error by 
Baker. Both the runs were unearned •

The Cats’ will hope to play the role . I 
of spoiler again Monday when they , 1 
conclude the season against Bain­
bridge. Lowndes hosts Colquitt Mon- V I 
day in its regular season finale.

Sports gibe Balboa iail® gliwg

8-A Wednesday, April 22,1992

Wildcats Cruise To Home Meet Win
Staff Reports

The Valdosta Wildcat boys track team finished their regular 
season Tuesday with a good warm-up for the Region 1-AAAA 
track meet next week. The Wildcats won a five-team meet at 
the VHS track.

Valdosta totalled 180 points to far outdistance second-place 
Tift County, who had 50 points. Thomasville finished third with 
48 points, Berrien County was fourth with 29 and Coffee had 26 
points.

“We had a good regular season and we just hope everything 
comes together for next week,” said Valdosta track coach Larry 
Jester.

The Wildcats won six meets, placed second in three and fin­
ished third in another. Jester added that one of the team’s top 
sprinters, junior Franklin Wiseman, will probably not be back 
for the rest of the season. Wiseman pulled a hamstring muscle 
earlier in the year and has run only once since.

Valdosta built big points in the speed events Tuesday with 
nearly a complete domination of the relay events. In the 4x400 
relay, the team of Ernest Lowe, Michael Harper, Joey Benjamin 
and Aldrich Graham finished first while classmates Trampis 
Wrice, Michael Roberts, Robert Randolph and Terrance Daniels 
were second.

The third Valdosta team of Ryan Coyn, Andre James, Donald 
Hitson and James Cannady placed fourth while the Valdosta 
team of Scott Jones, Jason Yearby, Alfred Barnes and Larry 
Melton was fifth.

In the 4x100 relay, Valdosta took the first four spots. The 
team of Hitson, Roberts, Barnes and Melton took first while 
Randolph, Lowe, Graham and Wrice was second. Placing third 
was the team of Brian Wiseman, Derrick Crowder, Jerome 
Scurry and James Cannady while the foursome of Marcus Wil­
liams, Tim White, Cedric Brown and Terrance Daniels was 
fourth.

Lowe added a first place in the long jump and another in the 
high jump, where Benjamin was second. Matt Vannus was sec­

ond in the pole vault while Michael Ronn was third, Scott Jones 
was fourth and John Yeargan was fifth.

Dexter Daniels was second in the discus while Daniels was 
third in the triple jump.

In the 100 meters, Graham finished first while Randolph was 
second, Wrice was third and Brian Wiseman was fourth. Gra­
ham also won the 200 meters with Randolph finishing second, 
Barnes placing third, Daniels finishing fourth and Brown taking 
fifth.

Lowe won the 400 meters while Benjamin was second. In the 
800 meters, Cannady won with Benjamin placing fourth.

Brice Hunter continued his dominance of the hurdles, win­
ning both the 110 high and the 300 intermediate events. John 
CogdaaOlU^e^s^ in the 110 and third in the 300 while 
Shaarick Green was in the 300.

In the 1,600 meters, Tysha Washington was fourth and Wash­
ington finished fourth in the 3,200 meters while Lawrence 
Roundtree was fifth.

Lowndes High Wins
Region 1-AAAA Meet

- - -— ----------------^^ ‘  be held next Thursday through Sat-
Staff Reportj

Lowndes High’s girls track team 
ran away with the Region 1-AAAA 
track meet Thursday afternoon, 
winning with a total of 176 team 
points. Bainbridge finished second 
with 74 points, and Valdosta High 
took third place with a total of 69.

Coffee High finished fourth, fol­
lowed by Tift County and Colquitt 
County.

Valdosta High’s Tiffany Wright 
and its 400 meter relay team qual­
ified for the state meet with second 
place finishes. The state meet will

urday in Albany.
Wright finished second in the 100 

meter hurdles, and the team of 
Wright, Tonya McCloud, Michelle 
Hendricks and Heather Harris 
placed second in the 400 meter re­
lay with a time of 51.01.

VHS’ 1600 meter relay team just 
missed a shot at the state meet 
with a third place finish as did Hen­
dricks in the 100 meter hurdles. 
Hendricks was also running with 
the 1600 meter relay team along 
with Harris, Wright and Kristin 
Sanderson.

■VALDOSTA NETTERS FALL IN TOURNEY: The 
Valdosta High girls tennis team advanced to the second 
round in the Region 1-AAAA tournament Monday be­
fore falling to the girls team from Tift County in the 
semifinals. The boys lost to Coffee 1-6 in the first round 
of the boys’ tournament

In action from the girls’ sweep of Coffee, Mallette 
Mitchell defeated Holly Hoyle 6-2, 6-1, freshman Ra­
chael Baiorunos defeated Mary Catherine Dudley 6-2, 
6-2, and Hilary Davis completed the singles domination 
with a 6-4, 4-2 win.

The doubles team of Keri Langdale and Betsy Rich­
ards won 7-6, (7-4), 2-1, and Andrea Moody and Robyn 
Hastings won handily, 6-1, 6-1.

The Lady Wildcats didn’t fare as well against Tift in 
the semifinals. Mallette Mitchell lost to Jennifer Brim 
1-6, 0-6, Baiorunos lost 1-6 and Hilary Davis was de­
feated 0-6, 1-6. The doubles teams also were defeated, 
as both tandems fell.

The region singles begin at 8 a.m. on Thursday. Mal­
lette Mitchell, a Valdosta junior, is seeded fourth.



Valdosta left fielder Steve Everson dives back to first as Bain- got back in tune as Valdosta won the game, 3-2 — Times Photo
bridge first baseman Brian Harrell awaits the throw. Everson by Jeff Allen.

Wildcats End Year With Upset. 3-2
By CHRIS BECKHAM 
Times Sports Editor

If consecutive wins over Colquitt 
County and Lowndes had Valdosta 
head baseball coach Charles Tarpley 
wondering about the possibilities of 
the future, Monday night made him 
downright anxious to get next season 
underway.

The youth-oriented Wildcats fin­
ished their regular season Monday 
by pulling yet another upset. Though 
they waited through one rain delay 
and ten innings of cliffhanger base­
ball, the Wildcats scored in the bot­
tom of the tenth to defeat the 
Bainbridge Bearcats 3-2 at Bazemore 
Field.

While Valdosta’s postseason 
chances were put to rest after begin­
ning their Region 1-AAAA schedule 
with seven straight losses, Bain­
bridge will continue to play sometime

BAINBRIDGE

Pearson cf 
Smart 2b 
Andrews ss 
Powell 3b 
Harrell 1b 
Brown If 
Miller rf 
Porter rf 
Frazier p 
Lively dh
Totals

Bainbridge
Valdosta

Wildcats 3, Bearcats 2
VALDOSTA 

ab r h bl
4 0 10 Homll 2b
4 0 0 0 Rockey c
5 0 0 0 Baker 3b
4 1 1 0 Jelks ss
3 12 1 Vinson dh
4 0 10 Ptlrson cf
2 0 0 1 Clark 1b
1 0 0 0 Pieplow rf
3 0 0 0 Everson If
4 0 0 0 McCnnhed If 

34 2 5 2 Totals

010 
000

100
200

championship next week. Coffee de- tenth. It’s just a great way to end the
ab r h bl

5 0 10
5 110

10 0 0

4 0 0 0
10 10
10 0 0

000 0-2 
000 1-3

E—Bennett, Jelks, Powell. LOB-Balnbrldge9, Valdosta 10. 
SB—Pearson, Everson, Patterson.

Bainbridge 
Frazier 
Andrews 
Powell, L

Valdosta 
Denly 
Bridges, W 
PB-Rockey.

IP

3 1*3
2 

3 2-3

H RER BS SO

2

5 
0

2 
0

2 
0

2 
0 
0

2

2 
2

0

3
3

this week. Bainbridge ends their sea­
son at 6-4 in the subregion and will 
continue in the playoffs since Low­
ndes lost to Colquitt County Monday 
night 4-3. Bainbridge will play Tift 
County in the first round of the play­
offs this week with the winner play­
ing Coffee for the region

feated Tift County Monday night 2-1 
in Tifton.

Tied 2-2 for from the fifth inning 
on, Valdosta scored the winner in the 
bottom of the tenth off Bainbridge’s 
best. Senior Brian Powell had al­
lowed only hit in 3% innings going 
into the final inning. But junior 
catcher Chris Rockey led off the 
frame with a double to right-center.

Senior third baseman Matt Baker 
was intentionally walked to first to 
set the stage for shortstop Jason 
Jelks. Jelks bunted to the third-base 
side of the pitcher’s mound and Pow­
ell fielded the ball. With time to get 
Rockey, he threw to third but the 
throw sailed wide and Rockey raced 
home with the game-winner.

“That was sweet,” said Tarpley. 
“Both pitchers did a great job. That’s 
the best defense we’ve played all 
year and we got the big hit in the

year.
Rain delayed the start of the game 

by nearly 30 minutes and the visitors 
went ahead in the second inning. 
Powell, who started the game at 
third base, singled to lead off the sec­
ond and he moved to third on first 
baseman Brian Harrell’s single. 
Right fielder Mallory Miller’s sacri­
fice fly scored Powell.

The Bearcat added their second 
run in the fourth as Harrell crushed 
a shot over the left field fence for a 
solo home run off Wildcat starter 
Greg Denly. Denly also gave up a 
single to Gohneil Brown before get­
ting out of the inning and leaving the 
game.

In the bottom of the fourth, the 
Wildcats tied the game. Baker and 
Jelks led off with back-to-back singles 
and Dean Vinson’s sacrifice bunt 
moved up both runners while chas­
ing Bainbridge starter Brett Frazier

See WILDCATS, Page 8-A
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from the mound. He was relieved by 
Jason Andrews but Andrews gave up 
a two-run double to Blake Patterson 
that tied the game.

Valdosta freshman Jarrett Bridges 
relieved Denly to start the fifth and 
shook off some early trouble to dom­
inate. Bridges walked the bases 
loaded in the fifth before escaping 
with no runs scored. From there, he 
sat down batter after batter and 
allowed no hits in his six innings on 
the mound.

“Bridges was just on. He got bet­

ter as the game went on and really 
showed something out there,” Tar­
pley said.

Valdosta had a chance to take the 
lead in the bottom of the sixth after 
Andrews walked Jelks, who went to 
second on another Vinson sacrifice 
bunt. Powell then stepped to the 
mound and struck out Patterson. But 
the ball escaped the Bainbridge 
catcher, who made a wild throw to 
first and that left runners on second 
and third with one out Powell got 
out of the jam with a strikeout and 
a ground out

Two major mistakes cut Bain­

bridge’s momentum in the top of the 
eighth. Harrell led off with a walk 
and a pinchrunner entered the 
game. Brown hit a line shot to left 
field that reserve Keith McConne- 
head caught The pinchrunner left 
first base too early and was called 
out after the Wildcats threw back to 
the infield and tagged the base.

The next batter, pinchhitter 
Tommy Porter, reached on an error 
and designated hitter Vidal Lively 
moved him to third with a double. 
But Lively was called out for batting 
out of position as he took Frazier’s 
turn at bat, killing another rally.



Cats Pull

Wildcats—
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The Wildcats doubled their oppo­
nent’s first inning output in the bot­
tom half of the inning.

Mark Howell walked to begin the 
inning. After Howell advanced on a
sa< ', Merritt

Region 
v^h^ 
By LEN ROBBINS
Tinies Assistant Sports Editor

The Valdosta Wildcats were cast in 
a new light Tuesday at Bazemore 
Field — both literally and figurati­
vely.

Prior to the Wildcats’ region game 
against Colquitt County, the new 
lights at Bazemore Field were ded­
icated. And during the game, Charles 
Tarpley’s Cats surprised the Packers, 
relying on clutch batting and the 
solid pitching of frosh phenom Jar­
rett Bridges to win their first Region 
1-AAAA contest, 5-4.

walked Matt Baker. A double by des­
ignated hitter Dean Vinson scored 
both runners.

The Packers tied it up in the top 
of the second inning. A double by 
Jason Bullard began the inning. A 
sacrifice fly by David DeRosso put 
Bullard at third base. Merritt then 
helped his cause with a single that 
scored Bullard.

two bases to get to third base. 
Tucker scored on a Bullard infield 
single to give the Packers the slim 3­
2 lead.

Their lead didn’t last for long, as 
the Cats got back on top in the bot­
tom of the third inning. A single by 
Rockey and two walks loaded the 
bases full of Wildcats with no outs. 
Merritt then struck out Vinson and
Blake Patterson popped out. First 
baseman Greg Clark came up with 
the clutch hit with two outs, slapping 
a flare single over the head of the 
Colquitt second-bagger to score 
Rockey and Baker. Jason Jelks also 
tried to score on the play, but was 
called out trying to come home.

Offensively, VHS, now 5-10, was led 
by Vinson and Clark, who were both 
2-of-3 at the plate and both had two

Wildcats
Looking

To Upset
By CHRIS JOHNSON
Tinies Sports Writer

“It’s just good to win,” Tarpley 
said. “We had the freshman 
(Bridges) out there and he did the 
job.”

With the game tied 4-4 and two 
outs in the bottom of the sixth inning 
and pinch-runner Octavius Oliver on 
second base, Chris Rockey drilled a 
liner to Packer second baseman Wes 
Horne. The ball went through 
Horne’s legs and Oliver scored on 
the error to give Valdosta a one-run 
advantage.

The Wildcats had to sweat it out to 
get the win, though. In the top of the 
seventh inning, with two outs, Colq­
uitt left fielder Bill Tucker reached 
on an infield single and then stole 
second. Another infield single by 
Home put Packer runners on first 
and third. Tony DeRosso then lined a 
ball to leftfield that Steve Everson 
caught on a sprint to secure the vic­
tory for the Wildcats.

Bridges pitched seven innings, 
striking out nine Packers, allowing 
seven hits and four runs, while walk­
ing three.

Jeremy Merritt was the starting 
pitcher for Jerry Crofts’ team. He 
pitched a complete game, striking 
out six, walking five and giving up 10 
hits.

Bridges got off to a rocky start. In 
the top of the first inning, he gave up 
a double to Colquitt shortstop Chris 
McCranie. He then threw two wild 
pitches, the last one which McCranie 
scored on.

See WILDCATS, Page 10-A

Wildcats 5, Packers 4 
VALDOSTA COLQUITT CO.

ab r h bl ab r h bl
Howell 2b 3 1 1 0 McCranie ss 3 2 10
Rockey c 3 110 Tucker If 3 10 0
Boker3b 2 2 0 0 Horne2b 4 0 2 1
Jelks ss 2 0 10 TDeRosso 1b 3 0 0 0
Vinson dh 3 0 2 2 Bullard rf 3 12 1
Patterson cf 3 0 0 0 DDeRcsso 3b 10 0 0
Clark lb 3 0 2 2 Merritt p 3 0 11
Pieplow rf 2 0 10 Dunn c 3 0 11
Oliver pr 0 1 0 0 Fox dh 3 0 0 0
Everson If 3 0 10
Totals 24 S 9 4 Totals 24 4 7 4

Valdosta 202 OOI x-5
Colquitt 111 010 0-4

E-Brldges, Homo. DP-Valdosta 1. LOB-Valdosta 8, 
Colquitt 5.2B-McCranle, Bullard, Vinson.

Valdosta ,p H RER BB 50
Bridges, W 7 7 4 4 3 9

Colquitt
Merritt, L 4 9 5 4 5 6

Snorts Editor

In the top of the third inning, the 
visitors from Moultrie again scored 
a lone run. Bridges walked Tucker to 
lead off the inning. Tucker then stole RBIs.

Chris Beckham

Big Hitter 
Keeps His 
Dream Alive

The telephone call came like 
many others do to the sports desk 
every day. I answered the phone 
anticipating another score from a 
ballgame or an inquiry as to how 
the Blazers were doing on the 
road that particular night.

“This is Gary Ross,” I heard. 
“Do you remember me?”

Believe it or not, I’m usually 
very good with names. But this 
one escaped me. When I 
confessed my lack of memory, he 
jogged it for me. "Gary Ross, the 
boxer?”

Ross’s name probably would 
escape even the most ardent ring 
followers. I met young Mr. Ross 
nearly a year and a half ago when 
I did a story on a young Valdosta 
kid who lived and breathed 
boxing. When I met again with 
him, I found that some things had 
changed while others were 
exactly the same. The same quick 
smile on a more-defined frame. 
The same exuberant manner 
coming from a more mature 
young man.

Ross is a senior at Valdosta 
High who has trained for the past 
two years to be a boxer, an 
unusual dream smack in the 
middle of gridiron country. Last 
weekend, Ross finished seventh 
overall in the Georgia Golden 
Gloves competition in Doraville. 
Most of his competitors come 
from boxing clubs run by 
experienced trainers and from 
years of dedication. Ross still runs 
by himself and works out in his 
makeshift training center at 
home.

Though the 201-pound, 18-year- 
old has lost a couple of matches, 
he has not lost sight of his dream.

“I’ve won enough to know that 
I’m good but I’ve lost enough to 
know that I need to get better,” 
said Ross. “I’ve got big plans. I’ve

got a lot to learn but I’m going to 
learn it. I’m not going to stop.” 

The only thing Ross has hit 
harder than the heavybag in the 
past 24 months has been the 
books. Ross will attend Paine 
College in September on an 
academic scholarship and he 
plans to major in psychology. 
While at Paine, Ross will work 
with the Augusta Boxing Club and 
train with Tom Moraetes. While 
trying to increase his weight and 
move up to the super-heavyweight 
category (201 pounds is the 
heavyweight limit), he will keep 
one goal in mind.

“I’m really trying for the ’96 
Olympics,” Ross said. “Some 
people might call it a long shot 
but I think I’ve got a good chance. 
If I can at least get into the 
(Olympic) trials, I think I’ve got a 
chance.”

The popular theory that boxing 
comes down to who hits hardest 
does not apply to amateur boxing. 
Instead, the winner is the one 
who hits the most and the fastest. 
Ross says that because he has 
trained with his father, a former 
boxer, and at professional boxing 
clubs in Philadelphia, Detroit and 
Louisiana, his style is more suited 
to power and the professional 
game.

He has raised eyebrows at 
some pro boxing camps because 
of his powerful style. He 
maintains that college is first on 
his list of priorities, but...

“If the right offer comes along 
to turn pro, I’d take it,” he said. 
“But it’s really got to be a good 
one. College and the Olympics are 
my big goals.”

Since most great athletes in 
south Georgia strap on a helmet 
to gain fame, Ross has found that 
acceptance is not always gained 
quickly. “Some people are 
interested in it but they say ‘Well, 
that’s his thing.’ One day, they’ll 
be saying ‘Hey, I knew that kid!’ 

“But some people in Valdosta 
have really helped me out. Jerry 
Radney has helped me out a lot 
with getting me equipment and 
my family and the members of my 
church have supported me a lot.”

Ross has accomplished what he 
needed, some experience in a 
rough sport that will get rougher 
as he goes along. But Ross’s quick 
smile reminds you that he can be 
as tough as needed.

“I’ll keep swinging. I’m in the 
best shape of my life and I’m 
getting better. Ask the guys I hit.”

The Valdosta High Wildcats have 
had a forgettable season with a 5-10 
overall record and a 1-7 mark in Re­
gion 1-AAAA’s baseball standings. 
But the Cats are fresh off their first 
region victory — 5-4 over the Colquitt 
County Packers at Bazemore Field 
Tuesday night

Now that they have had a taste of 
success in the region, the Cats are 
hungry for more. And what better 
place to notch another victory than 
at the home field of crosstown rival 
Lowndes High.

The two rivals will meet at 7 p.m. 
tonight in a crucial region battle for 
the Vikings.

The Vikings cannot afford to be the 
victim of an upset as they continue 
their quest for the region title and, 
hopefully, continued success in the 
state playoffs.

Valdosta High head coach Charles 
Tarpley said that his Cats would like 
nothing more than to play the role of 
spoiler Friday night.

“I think it would be a great way to 
finish the season, and it would give 
us a positive outlook going into next 
year,” Tarpley said. “It would be a 
great victory for the kids, beating 
their archrivals.”

Lowndes High head coach Steve 
Kebler refuses to acknowledge any 
differences in playing Valdosta as op­
posed to any other opponent.

“Every game is important — 
whether its Cook or Bainbridge or 
whoever,” said Kebler who added 
that his team will not overlook Val­
dosta. “I’ve said that all along. It’s 
important to come out of any game 
with a win.”

“That’s what I try to teach — that 
every game is important,” he 
stressed. “We just want to go out and 
do our best every time we take the 
field.”

Tarpley said that getting the first 
region win of the year has provided a 
boost for the Wildcats.

“It meant an awful lot to the kids,” 
he said. “And we did it with a fresh­
man (Jarrett Bridges) pitching, and 
only used two or three seniors. It’s 
good to get that first win or any win. 
But now they realize that they can 
play with anybody.”

Lowndes High, now 5-3 in the re­
gion, is also coming off a big win. The 
Vikings defeated front-running Tift 
County 1-0 in extra innings behind 
the no-hit performance of Michael 
Johnson. The win moved the Vikes to 
within one game of Tift (6-2) in the 
race for the number one seed.

“We never quit,” Kebler said. “We 
had the will to win. And. of course. I 
was very pleased with the pitching ”

Jimbo Scruggs will take the hill for 
the Vikings, while Jason Jelks is 
slated to start for the Cats. Tarpley 
said that he will probably pitch Greg 
Denly as well and may pitch Bridges 
if he gets the chance.



Valdosta’s Brice Hunter received a lot of recognition for this spring, Hunter has dedicated himself to being the state’s 
signing a football scholarsliip with the University of Georgia. But best hurdler — Times Photo by Paul Leavy.

Hunter Sets His Goals High 
y^r ^/<?-?^ ”

“I’m the favorite,” Hunter said of the region ‘ 
tournament which will be held April 29 and 30 at 
Valdosta High School. “I’ve got to stay focused, but 
I’m the favorite right now.

By CHRIS JOHNSON
Times Sports Writer

Brice Hunter is most recognized in the state of 
Georgia as one of the University of Georgia’s top 
football recruits. But Hunter is looking to make a 
name for himself on the track as well.

Among Valdosta High’s opponents on the area 
track circuit, Hunter has already made a name for 
himself as the man to beat in the 110 and 300 me­
ter hurdles. He set a school record this year with 
a time of 14.28 seconds in the 110 meter hurdles 
— two hundreths of a second faster than last 
year’s Class AAAA state champion.

For that reason, Hunter sets his goals high for 
the rest of the season which is exclusively post­
season competition.

“My goals are to go to state, win state, and 
maybe go to the nationals in California,” he added.

Hunter decided to try out for the Wildcats’ track 
team after watching a hurdles event on television. 
“I just saw it on TV one day, and I liked it,” he 
said. “So I decided to try it.”

Since then, Hunter, with the permission of head 
coach Larry Jester, has dedicated himself entirely 
to the two hurdles events.

“I asked Coach Jester if I could concentrate on 
only the hurdles this year, and he was all for that,” 
Hunter said.

“That was fine with me,” Jester said. “I re­
cruited Brice last year because he had a lot of ath­

letic ability. Last year, the first time we lined Brice 
up (in the 110 meters) he ran an 18.24, and his 
best time last year was a 17.52.”

But Jester allowed Hunter to stick with the hur­
dles because it was what Hunter wanted to do, 
and Jester knew he would show the dedication it 
takes to be a standout hurdler.

“The hurdles is one of the events in track that 
you kind of have to work at and coach a lot in or­
der to get better,” Jester said.

Hunter’s times this year show the improvement 
and they prove Jester made the right decision.

“He had a little trouble last year, but he had the 
right attitude and a great work ethic,” Jester said. 
“He continued to work, and, mentally, he stayed 
focused during the offseason.

See HUNTER, Page 2-C
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“So when we came back out this year, he picked up 
where we left off last year,” Jester added. “We added to 
some of the things that we did last year, and his work 
ethic remained the same. And he just got better and bet­
ter to the point where he’s broken the school record.”

Hunter, though, is continuing to improve and main­
tains that he has yet to peak this season. “I figure I can 
run a 13.9,” he said confidently.

“Right now, in his mind, he believes he can run (that 
time),” Jester said. “And that’s 70 percent of winning or 
as coach (Nick) Hyder would say — 90 percent of win­
ning. You have to believe.”

Though Hunter is striding toward a shot at the state 
championship in the 110 meter hurdles, his track experi­
ence serves another purpose.

“It keeps me in shape for football season,” says the fu­
ture receiver for the Georgia Bulldogs. “It helps your 
speed too. It keeps my speed where it should be. It’s 
going to help a lot (when practice begins in August). I’m 
gonna need it.”

Jester, who is also the defensive line coach for the 
Wildcat football, team, believes that Hunter’s two sports 
feed each other.

“I think one helps the other,” he said. “For track, the 
thing that we get most from him being a football player 
is discipline and mental toughness. But in turn I believe 
we give football an athlete that’s going to be in a little bit 
better condition.”

While the Bulldogs will be getting a faster and better- 
conditioned receiver than they might realize, the Georgia 
track team may also be getting a surprise gift in Hunter, 
who plans to run track for the Dawgs.

“Of course, he’s going to Georgia as a football player,” 
Jester said, “but he most certainly can be a dual sport 
athlete and run track”

Jester, though, hopes Hunter maintains the proper fo­
cus when he starts fall quarter in Athens.

“First of all, he needs to maintain his focus that he is
going to Georgia to get a degree,” Jeseter said. “Athlet­
ics is just a tool for that. But once he gets in and be­
comes acclimated to college, .......................... 
Division I college, Brice could 
better.”

especially the big-time 
run track and even get

Valdosta
Tunes Up

By LEN ROBBINS
Tiines Assistant Sports Editor

Valdosta High showed once again 
that their track team is one to be 
reckoned with in the upcoming Re­
gion 1-AAAA meet as they walked 
away with first-place honors in a 
meet hosted by region rival Lowndes 
High Friday.

Larry Jester’s team accumulated 
152 total points to take first place at 
the meet, with host Lowndes fin­
ishing second with 106 points. 
Thomas County Central placed third, 
Lanier County placed fourth and 
Brooks County brought up the rear 
in the five-team meet.

Jester said considering the hot 
temperatures Friday, he was pleased 
with his team’s performance.

“This was the first real, real hot 
day that we have competed. I feel 
like considering the heat and the fact 
that we were away from our home 
track, we did as well as expected,” 
Jester said.

Jester said his team will probably 
be without the services of Franklin 
Wiseman for the rest of the season, 
including the region meet. Wiseman, 
who was the Wildcats’ top sprinter, 
injured his hamstring earlier in the 
season and hasn’t run for the team 
since, Jester said.

Lowndes coach Chuck Landy said 
his team’s inconsistent performance 
won’t do in the region meet.

“In spots, we had some good per­
formances by some of our people, but 
we need to get some better perfor­
mances for the region,” Landy said.

Landy was also without his top 
sprinter, as Randall Godfrey was 
sidelined with a slight groin injury. 
He will be available for the region 
track meet, Landy said.

Ernest Lowe of Valdosta continued 
his dominance of the high jump, 
jumping 6 feet, 4 inches to win. Se- 
drick Neloms of Lowndes placed sec­
ond.

In the other field events, Valdosta 
continued their winning ways. Dexter 
Daniels won the discus event, and 
teammate Jason Yearby finished be­
hind him.

Terrence Daniels of Valdosta won 
the triple jump, with Lowndes’ Rod 
Slater and Demarcus Rizer finishing 
third and fourth. _ - -----------

Godfrey did compete in the shot 
put, winning the event. Dexter Dan­
iels finished third and Neloms placed 
fourth.

Dana Smith of Lowndes was the 
top finisher in the long jump. Lowe of 
Valdosta placed second.

In the relay events, Valdosta and 
Lowndes split. Valdosta won the 
4x100 with the quartet of Robert 
Randolph, Lowe, Mike Roberts and 
Trampis Wrice. The number one 
Lowndes team finished second and 
the Valdosta second team finished 
third.

In the 4x400 relay, Lowndes won, 
with Valdosta’s number one and 
number two teams taking second and 
third places, respectively.

In the 100 meter dash, Trampis 
Wrice was the victor, with Kevan 
Henry of Lanier County placing sec­
ond. Tommy Starks of Lowndes was 
the third-place runner.

Aldridge Graham of Valdosta won 
the 200 meter dash with a time of 
22:63. Lanier’s Henry placed second.

Joey Benjamin of VHS was the 400 
meter dash winner. Cedric Mathis of 
Lowndes finished second, Mathis’ 
teammate Dana Smith was third and 
Scott Jones of Valdosta placed fourth

See TRACK, Page 2-B

Track-------- ■
From Page 1-B

in the event.
Valdosta’s James Cannady took 

the 800 meter run, with teammate 
Jones placing second.

The Wildcats dominated the hurdle

events, with Brice Hunter taking the 
110 meter event with a 14:59 time 
and teammate Shadrick Green win­
ning the 300 meter hurdles race. 
Hunter finished second in that event.

The long-distance events were

both won by Viking Carlton Johnson. 
Johnson won both the 1600 meter 
and 3200 meter runs easily.

The Region 1-AAAA track meet 
will be held April 29-30 at Valdosta 
High School’s track facility.



WILDCATS EDGE LOWNDES IN THRILLER

Valdosta first baseman Greg Clark stretches and records the Valdosta upset the Vikings in a 9-8 decision at Lowndes
out as Lowndes’ James Lester races down the first-base line. Tinies Photo by Paul Leavy.

Valdosta led 9-4 going into the bot-
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Wildcats 9, Vikings 8
VALDOSTA LOWNDE^By CHRIS JOHNSON

Times Sports Writer

Cats ’ Hold Off Lowndes, 9-8
r—  T L     ±7—“'   :  Valdosta led 9-4 going into the bot- scored on the play to cut it to 9-8.

Matt Baker hit a three-run homer 
to cap a six-run second inning for 
Valdosta High, and the Wildcats held 
off a seventh-inning rally by the Low­
ndes High Vikings to upset their 
archrivals, 9-8 Friday night at Low­
ndes Field.

The loss dropped the Vikings to 5-4 
in Region 1-AAAA and eliminated 
Lowndes from the race for the regu­
lar season region title. The race now 
is between Tift County, Bainbridge 
and Coffee — all are 6-3 in the re­
gion. Bainbridge beat Tift 6-2 Friday, 
and Coffee beat Colquitt County 5-4.

It was the second win in a row for 
the Wildcats who improve to 6-10 
overall and 2-7 in the region.

Lowndes High head coach Steve 
Kebler had nothing but praise for the 
Valdosta squad and refused comment 
on his team’s performance.

Valdosta 
Jelks, W 
Bridges 
Denly, S

Lowndes 
Lester, L 
Scruggs 5.1

3

5

0

3

0

0
3

“I told (Lowndes’ players) to give 
the credit to Valdosta,” Kebler said. 
“Don’t take anything away from 
them, and don’t make any excuses. 
Give all the credit to Valdosta — ev­
ery one of them. It was a team effort, 
and that’s why they won.”

It was the pitching of Greg Denly 
that ultimately decided the game.

tom of the seventh inning with Jason 
Jelks on the mound. Jelks had given 
up just two earned runs in the pre­
vious six innings, both coming on a 
two-run home run by the Vikes’ Mi­
chael Johnson in bottom of the first 
inning.

But Jelks allowed a lead-off single 
to Scott Regan in the last half of the 
seventh, and then walked Johnson 
and Pete Ketterman to load the 
bases with no outs.

Valdosta High head coach Charles 
Tarpley then put in freshman sensa­
tion Jarrett Bridges to put out the 
fire, but Bridges gave up consecutive 
run-scoring singles to Shawn Regan, 
James Lester and Jonathan Drew 
which cut the Cats’ lead to 9-7.

Bridges was then replaced by 
Denly, who took over with the bases 
loaded and no outs. He first faced 
Jimbo Scruggs who flied out to cen­
ter for the first out, but Shawn Regan

Denly then got pinch-hitter Roy Fin- 
niessee to ground into a force play, 
leaving Drew at second and Finnies- 
see at first with two outs.

The game then boiled down to a 
showdown between Denly and An­
toine Moran, the Vikings’ lead-off 
man. But Denly struck out Moran on 
three straight pitches, the last one 
swinging, and the Valdosta players 
mobbed Denly in the middle of the 
infield to celebrate the win.

“Denly came in and was throwing 
some danged heat in there,” Tarpley 
said. “Denly can be a good pitcher 
for us. He’s always been a curve-ball 
pitcher, but he doesn’t realize that 
he’s grown three or four inches in 
the last year, and he can throw it in 
there.”

Valdosta led 6-4 after six innings, 
scoring all six runs in the second in­
ning off Lowndes’ Lester. But

See WILDCATS. Page 2-B



Lowndes’ Stacy Brinkley crosses the finish dosta High’s Bob Bolton holds the stopwatch 
fine as the winner hi the 1,600 meters as Vai- — Times Photo by Jeff Allen.
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Vikettes Cruising After 
First Day Of Region
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Editor

The Lowndes Vikettes did what they and everyone 
else expected them to do Wednesday as they jumped 
out to a commanding lead after the first day of the Re­
gion 1-AAAA girls track meet.
»L^ Vikettes totalled 66 points, far outdistancing 
themselves from the rest of the field. The real battle is 
[or s„eco"d Place as Bainbridge has 31 points, Valdosta 
has 29, Tift County has 28, Coffee has 26 and Colquitt 
County has four points.
..-^ °f the field and distance events were completed 
Wednesday with the top two finishers in each event 
qualifying for the state meet next weekend in Albany.

0 1,16 six eyent winners were from Lowndes 
with twp others coming from Coffee and one from Tift 
County.

In the 1,600 meters, Lowndes’ Stacey Brinkley won 
u?. irae of 5:49:35 while Valdosta’s Maggie McDon­

ald finished second. Lowndes’ Donna Hall was third.

Vikettes
From Page 4-B

“We like the results in the field 
events and all the credit for that 
should go to Coach Williams,” said 
Lowndes track coach Hiram John­
son. “He’s done a great job and 
we’re pleased with how we did today. 
We’re expecting another good day. 
I’ll be disappointed if we don’t get

points in all of the events.
“Last year, we sent 14 girls to the 

state meet and I think we’ve got a lot 
better chance this year,” Johnson 
added. “We’ve got another year of 
experience and the girls have 
matured. They’re focused.”

“Everything went about as I 
expected,” Valdosta coach Dick Stur- 
divent said. “I think it will be

Lowndes Vicki Williams will also return to the state 
meet with a first-place finish in the 400 meters. Wil- 
uams snuck in under the minute mark with a time of 
59.20. Valdosta’s Knstin Sanderson was fourth in the 
event while Tyra Foster was fifth in the event.

In the discus, Lowndes’ Lazonya Berrien won the 
event with a throw of 109’81/2”. Valdosta’s Latesha 
Tharpe was third and teammate Lisa Vincent was fifth. 
Lowndes’ Gretchen Lawson was sixth.

Lowndes also had a state qualifier in the shotput as 
Lawson finished second while Tift County’s Lisa Patter­
son won the event with a 35’10” throw. Lowndes’ Kathy 
Washington placed third while Valdosta’s Lashon Har­
gett was fifth.

Lowndes’ Foster will also be in the state meet as she 
placed second in the high jump to Coffee’s Beth Stock- 
wefi who had a jump of 5’2”. Vicki Williams was tied for 
third in that event In the long jump, Valdosta’s Tiffany 
Wright just missed a trip to the state meet as she 
placed third. Coffee’s Stephanie Carter won with a 
jump of 17’101/4”. Valdosta’s Beth Schnake was sixth in 
that event.

___________ See VIKETTES, Page 5-B

between us and Bainbridge for sec­
ond tomorrow with Lowndes way out 
ahead. The heat sort of affected our 
distance runners but it was great for 
the sprinters.”

Qualifying for sprint events, relays 
and hurdles were also held Wednes­
day and the completion of those J 
events will be today at the Valdosta 
High track
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Valdosta running back Cory Richardson is the Wildcats’ first practice Monday — Tinies 
hit by defensive player Johnny Jones during Photo by Jeff Allen.

Wildcats Waste No
ime Getting Going

By LEN ROBBINS
Times Assistant Sports Editor

The Valdosta High Wildcats began their spring prac­
tice Monday at the VHS practice field and they wasted 
little time getting into the thick of things.

Monday’s practice was played in pads, full contact, 
with the emphasis being on offensive sets and de­
fensive adjustments to those sets, head coach Nick 
Hyder said.

Hyder said he was particularly impressed with per- 
fonnance of the offensive line. Hyder pointed out that 
offensive lineman Jamie Griffin (center), Allen Holt 
(guard), Jesse Hunter (guard), Neil Rountree (guard), 
Andy Harrison (tackle), Kris Gingrow (tackle), and Tad 
Moseley (tackle) all had good practices Monday.

Hyder also said the tight ends, Shadrick Green and 
Wayne DeVane, played well.

“AU of them played well. We were pleasantly sur­
prised with the offensive line,” Hyder said.

On defense, defensive coordinator Charles Tarpley 
said linebacker Marcus Williams and defensive tackle 
Sebastian Davis were the standouts.

“Today we were working with our offensive sets and 
the defensive adjustments to those sets. What we’re 
trying to do is achieve a competitive balance of pass 
and run,” Hyder said.

“And we’ve got some good quarterbacks for it. We 
have Steve Everson, who returns. And Steve had a 
good day. Then we’re working with John Green and 
Matt Mumme, who are our upcoming llth-graders. Our 
upcoming 10-grader is Woody Gayle. We’re real pleased 
with those young men,” Hyder said.

Hyder was also pleased with the Wildcat running 
backs.

“Our running backs are looking good. We’ve got Na- 
kia McMullen and Brock Sanford back there, as well as 
Carlos Moore, who looked pretty good today, along with 
Joseph Edwards,” Hyder said.

According to Hyder, the Wildcats will continue to fo­
cus on their offensive sets throughout the week.



Youth Briefing

I 
>

Amanda McGhin, daughter of Robin and Janie 
McGhin, is the 1992 Miss Valdosta High School — Photo 
From Olan Mills.

Junior Captures Crown 
Of Miss Valdosta High
Amanda McGhin was crowned the Special awards were presented to 

1992 Miss Valdosta High School April contestants Rebecca Coyne for most 
18 at Mathis Municipal Auditorium, ticket sales and Tami Tanguay for 
The 16-year-old junior is the daugh- most sponsorships.
ter of Robin and Janie McGhin. The Miss VHS Beauty Pageant was

The new Miss VHS plays on the 
girls’ softball, basketball and tennis 
teams and serves as a student 
trainer for the VHS football team. 
She is also a member of the Beta 
Club, VICA and the Health Occupa­
tions Knowledge Bowl Team.

Miss McGhin has been named to 
Who's Who Among American High 
School Students, Who's Who in High 
School Sports and All American 
Scholars. *

Tami Reed was first runner-up for 
the Miss VHS crown. She is the 
daughter of William and Charlene 
Reed. Second runner-up was Kelly 
Mathis, the daughter of Ronald and 
Rose Mary Mathis. Third runner-up 
was Becky Barnette, the daughter of 
Ronald and Candy Barnette.

Other finalists included Courtney 
Minchew, Jennifer Powell and Ra­
chel Shirley.

The Valdosta Dally Times

coordinated by math instructor 
Tammy Davis. Other VHS faculty as­
sisting with the pageant included 
Donna Hall, Sharon Taylor, Norma 
Gail Spencer, Lisa Daughtry, Sherry 
Bennett and Mary Ann Saliba.

Miss McGhin was crowned by VHS 
Principal William Aldrich and the 
1991 Miss VHS, Christee Leynes. The 
program was emceed by Russell 
Baker and Lisa Fernandez.

Entertainment during the judges’ 
deliberations was provided by Matt 
Hunt, Margaux Laskey, Missy Hiers, 
Kemisha Davis and Nicole Lee.

Contestants for the Miss VHS 
crown competed in casual wear, eve­
ning gowns and interviews.

Miss McGhin wore ah off-white ball 
grown with puffed sleeves and fitted 
bodice for the evening gown competi­
tion. For casual wear, she modeled a 
red-checked blazer over a white shell 
and white denim skirt.

■ Leadership: Dana k Pom­
pey, a 10th grader 
at Valdosta High 
School, is attend­
ing the Hugh 
O’Brien Georgia 
Youth Leadership 
Seminar today­
Sunday in Atlanta.

Dana is an 
honor roll stu­
dent, who is a 
member of the Y- 
Club, Beta Club, 
Interact, Future
Business Leaders of America, Stu­
dent Council, Wind Symphony and 
Dance Team. She is included in 
the 1990-91 Who's Who in American 
High Schools.

Dana is a member of the South 
Side Church of Christ, where she is 
involved in the nursing home min­
istry and the youth activities. She 
is the daughter of Rubye Pompey 
and the late William L. Pompey.

■ Scholarship: Rebecca Mor­
gan, daughter or Mr. and Mrs. 
Jerry Morgan of Valdosta, has 
been awarded a Burgess Merit 
Scholarship at Queens College in 
Charlotte, N.C.

Burgess Merit Scholarships are 
awarded to new students who have 
exhibited outstanding records in 
scholarship and leadership.

Rebecca, a senior at Valdosta 
High School, has been a member of 
the band and the Drama Club and 
is a member of the Science Club.

■ Young Woman Of Year: 
Rebecca Leah Coyne has been 
named Valdosta’s Young Woman of 
the Year for 1993 and will partici­
pate in the Georgia Young Woman 
of the Year Scholarship Program 
(formerly known as Georgia Junior 
Miss), a scholarship competition 
for high school senior girls.

The 16-year-old Valdosta High 
School student is the daughter of
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Military Roll Call
Sgt Carla R. Stanford has re-en­

listed in the U.S. Air Force for six 
years.

Stanford, an operations intelligence 
specialist, is the daughter of Margie 
A. Stanford of Route 2. The sergeant 
is a 1986 graduate of Lowndes High.

Army Sgt. 1st Class Oliver Monroe 
has been decorated with the Army 
Commendation Medal. The medal is 
awarded to those individuals who 
demonstrate outstanding achieve­
ment or meritorious service in the 
performance of their duties on behalf 
of the Army.

Monroe, a multiple-launch rocket 
system crewmember, is the son of 
Carrie M. Monroe of Valdosta. He is 
a 1976 graduate of Valdosta High.

Rosetta and Stephen Coyne of Val­
dosta.

She will be competing in the 
state program at Wesleyan College 
in Macon Aug. 7-8. The Young 
Woman Program is a statewide 
scholarship program designed to 
recognize, reward and encourage 
excellence in young people. It is 
not a beauty pageant, but a schol­
arship program in which partici­
pants are judged on fitness, 
creative and performing arts, pres- 
ence/composure, scholastic 
achievement and a judge’s inter­
view.

Rebecca’s activities at Valdosta 
High School include National 
Honor Society, Student Council, 
track team, debate team and Inter­
act reporter — president-elect. Her 
hobbies are art, writing poetry, 
playing the piano and jogging. Re­
becca plans to attend Boston Col­
lege and major in pre-med.



One hundred and fourteen stu­
dents were inducted into the Val­
dosta Junior High Chapter of the 
National Junior Honor Society at its 
15th annual induction ceremony April 
9 in the school cafetorium.

Dr. Mike S. Chiang, 1969 graduate 
of Valdosta High School and local 
physician, delivered the keynote ad­
dress before a capacity crowd of stu­
dents, parents, teachers and city and 
county officials.

Membership in the NJHS is earned 
by effective demonstration of schol­
arship, leadership, citizenship char­
acter and service.

Those inducted were Margaret E. 
Armstrong, Marcus D. Bailey, Renee 
C. Baiorunos, Justin A. Baker, Katy 
L. Barrs, Rachel L. Bauer, Jeremy A.

Bennett, Justin R. Bennett, Daphnie 
L. Berrian, Shakena S. Berrian, Andy 
S. Boutwell.

Chris Butler, L. Stuart Carmichael, 
Kelly R. Cason, Mima R. Cavan, 
Joanna Y. Cheng, Andy M. Choens, 
Ashesh A. Chokshi, Phillip W. Clark, 
Walton C. Coleman, Christopher J. 
Daniels, Jonathan A. Daniels, J. 
Danta Davis, J. Kenan Davis, Randy 
DeCoudres, Jacquelyn Dickey, Ger­
ald H. Dixon Jr., Shaun P. Doug­
herty, Nikki Joy Duckworth, Jenny 
Dutton, Julie M. Edwards, Jennifer 
K. Ely, Rebecca D. Ennis, Elizabeth 
A. Ferguson, Nikholas A. Fernandez, 
Jennifer A. Finland.

Ryan W. Gandy, Carlona R. Gardin, 
Preston R. Grant, Nathan A. Greene, 
Lynnel A. Haldeman, Pamela R.

Head, Chris M. Heddon, Anne E. 
Henry, Robyn S. Hickok, Jereme B. 
Hubbard, Tabitha L. Huewitt, Meg­
hann D. Humel, Leigh A. Hutchinson, 
Lois E. Kelley, Will Kemp, Clinton M. 
Leonard, Leander N. Lester, Denise 
L. Levy, Machelle V. Lewis, Brian N. 
Lewis, Benjamin K Li, Amy F. Lin, 
Stephen P. Lincoln, Santanas K. 
Locklear, J. Katherine Luke, Erin E. 
Mann, Rusty Masters, Karen A. Mat­
thews, Daniel S. McCranie, Dwaine 
A. McKinney, Tiffany Merriweather, 
Cherre L. Moore, Cheryl N. Morri­
son, Marcus A. Mullis, Christie M. 
Nichols.

Ben O’Brien, Lant Oukrop, Eliza­
beth A. Parker, Mandy Parks, Alex 
Patterson, Carla D. Payton, Charles 
A. Payton, Latonya E. Perkins, Irro- 
nica T. Pye, Jamie Y. Rabon, Eliza­

beth R. Richter, Shameaka L. 
Robinson, Yoruba J. Robinson, Whit­
ney R. Robinson, Matt Ronn, W. 
Brick Rosenbaum, Elizabeth Roun­
tree, Kimily D. Sanford, Russ Sarratt, 
Chris Saturday, R. Scott Shaffer.

Janet M. Sheeley, Erin M. Short, 
Ryan K Smith, William D. Smith III, 
Elizabeth M. Snell, John F. South, 
Roger H. Sparks, Thomas E. Street, 
Michael W. Sumler, Jasen L. Tatum, 
Raymond S. Tatum, Bryan Taylor, 
Mary H. Tyson, Matt Walker, Belinda 
A. Werts, Wes L. Whatley, Noel A. 
White, Rosanna J. White, Patrick B. 
Wiggins, Ko J. Williams, Alex S. 
Wiseman, Chris Young.

Valdosta Junior High Choral Direc­
tor Clifton Young serves as adviser 
for the honor society.

VHS Faculty Honors Students
Each month a representative cross 

section of Valdosta High School stu­
dents who are striving to achieve 
their academic best are honored by 
the Academic Booster Club.

They are selected by one or more 
of the faculty members for consis­
tently demonstrating academic per­
formance, work ethic, cooperative 
and positive attitude/behavior and 
regular attendance. The following 
persons were chosen as Students of 
the Month for March:

Desi A. Albritton, Corey Alexander, 
Clint Allred, Ken Altman, Don Baker, 
Michelle Banacke, Latanya Bass, 
Sheldra Bivins, Trish Bolen, Kayse C.

Budd, Coriisa Bussey, Cedric Carter, 
Elizabeth Collins, Belinda Ann 
Downs, Kevner Dyer, Lisa Fernan­
dez, Teresa Fiffie, Jaime Finland, 
Melissa Fisher, Joshua Franklin, 
Parker Grow, Serena Yvette Hamil­
ton, Andrew Harrison, Doug Hender­
son, Brian Hickox, Tanya Renee 
Hosendoll, Ashley Hudson, Derek 
Jenkins, Altreek Jones, Mark Josey, 
Franklin Levail Kier, Derick J. Kyer, 
Mary Beth Lasseter, Khristina 
Lyons, Dedrick Mathis, Courtney 
Minchew, Beth Mitchell, Adrienne L. 
Moore, Geveda Patrick, Dan Rackley, 
Cody Radney, Latesha Roberson, 
Wendy Robinson, Barbara Seawright,

Jennifer Sharpton, Clay Shaw, 
George Shaw, Lamar Sheffield, Greg 
Soshnik, Alexandra Spells, Jennifer 
Spencer, Stephanie Staley, Eric Stan­
ley, Chet Stewart, Melissa Taylor, 
Roosevelt Thomas, San Thomas, 
Wendy Whatley, John Weaver, Kenya 
Chantel Webb, Eddie Wooten.

These students were honored with 
a party during their lunch period 
April 16. Kentucky Fried Chicken, 
Winn-Dixie at the Marketplace and 
the Academic Booster Club at VHS 
were co-hosts. Academic Booster 
Club parents furnished home-baked 
desserts and served the young peo­
ple.

Developing Character/A Weekly Feature About Local Young People

Keeping Academically Busy Pays Off For Eidson
By KELLI BOWMAN
Tunes Staff Writer

Valdosta teen Bert Eidson is going 
to take it easy this summer.

For the past year he’s been a pro­
fessional student and college appli­
cant. The effort was well worth the 
reward, however.

The recipient of two cash schol­
arships and a full scholarship and 
housing allowance from the college of 
his choice, Eidson, 17, will be headed 
to a prestigious Atlanta school this 
fall with college funds to spare.

After landing one of Georgia Tech’s 
highest honors — the President’s 
Scholarship — last month, Eidson 
was notified this week he’ll receive

$2,000 from the Eastman Kodak Park Avenue Methodist Church. Eid-
Company, his reward for being one of 
14,000 high school seniors named Na­
tional Merit Finalists by the National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation.

Eidson also received a $1,000 Na­
tional Beta Club Scholarship. The 
awards were based on the student’s 
superior SAT score, academic record 
and involvement in extracurricular 
activities.

He didn’t have much time for fun 
this year, but will try to make up for 
it this summer.

In the coming months he’ll make 
more time for tennis and pleasure 
reading and, for one week, will be re­
pairing housing in the Appalachian 
Mountains with his youth group at

son missed the church’s yearly mis­
sion trip last summer because of his 
academic endeavors. He was a par­
ticipant in the Governor’s Honors 
Program at Valdosta State College.

Eidson will be studying industrial 
engineering at Georgia Tech, which
he hopes to couple with a law or - ~
graduate business degree before • of college admissions officers and 
plunging into the work world. . secondary school counselors who

Industrial engineering involves the 
marriage of pure science and practi­
cal application, Eidson said. “Instead 
of actually building stuff, it’s more 
like thinking and problem solving ... 
and quality improvement.”

Although he’s got a lot of time to 
think about it, Eidson’s dream career

entails working for an Atlanta law
firm or in politics.

He’s not sure he wants to run for 
public office but would like to be in­
volved somehow in federal poli­
cymaking.

Recipients of National Merit Schol­
arships were chosen by a committee

evaluated a substantial amount of in­
formation collected from all finalists 
and their high schools.

Five other VHS students who as­
cended to finalist status hope to hear 
about scholarships when NMSC 
makes another announcement May 
20. BERT EIDSON



Valdosta’s Aldrich Graham crosses the finish the Region 1-AAAA track meet at Valdosta 
Une first during a heat race in the 400 meters at High - Times Photo by Paul Leavy.

VHS Track Team Out
Front In Region Meet
Rv CHRIS TnnNsniv -Larry Jester to win the shotput and take second in the

discus, but Daniels turned the tables on his coach, win- . 
ning the discus with a 151 foot, two inch throw and tak­
ing second in the shotput.

By CHRIS JOHNSON
Times Sports Writer

Valdosta High School holds a commanding 23 V2-point 
lead after the first day of the two-day Region 1-AAAA 
boys track meet. Tift County and Bainbridge were neck- 
and-neck at 67 and 66 points respectively and Lowndes 
High was fourth with 371/2 points.

All six field events were completed Wednesday as well 
as the 1600 meter and 400 meter runs and the 300 meter 
hurdles. The remaining running events will be completed 
this afternoon at the Valdosta High School track.

In the nine events, Valdosta had seven individuals 
qualify for the state track meet with first or second place 
finishes led by Ernest Lowe’s three victories in the long 
jump, high jump and 400 meter run.

Lowndes High’s Dana Smith was the lone qualifier for 
the Vikings with a second-place finish in the 400 meter 
run. The Vikings picked up third-place finishes in the 
1600 meter run with Carlton Johnson and in the long 
jump with Demarcus Rizer. ’

Valdosta’s Brice Hunter qualified for state with a sec­
ond-place showing in the 300 meter hurdles and is the fa­
vorite in today’s 110 meter hurdles. Matt Van Nus also 
qualified for the Cats, finishing second in the pole vault.

Jester was pleased with his team’s performance, but 
stressed that the meet is a long way from complete.

“They’ve been working hard all year,” Jester said. “I 
was real pleased with the effort today. They came really 
focused today and did a good job. Right now, in the two 
years that I’ve been here, these kids are more focused 
than I’ve ever seen them.”

Jester cited the performances of Trampis Wrice and 
Lawrence Roundtree as representative of the team’s ef­
fort. Wrice was third in the triple jump and tied for third 
in the long jump, and Roundtree was seventh in the 1600 
meter run.

Lowe won the high jump with a 6’6” inch leap, won the “Roundtree ran a 4:59 in the 1600 today,” Jester said
JU^P at 22 W’ inches and captured the 400 meters “He didn’t place. But even though he didn’t place that’s 

W °L4^6’ _ . his best time of the season. That’s the first kid we’ve had
Valdosta s De.xter Daniels qualified in the shotput and this year to run under a five-minute mile.

the discus. Daniels was expected by Valdosta head coach See TRACK, Page 5-B
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“Wrice jumped 21 feet, 7 inches in 

the long jump,” he added. “That was 
his best jump of the season.”

It was the effort, not the results 
that most pleased Jester.

“That was all I asked,” Jester said. 
“All I ask for is the best they can 
give. If we’re focused, we can be a 
team that can contend.”

Lowndes head coach Chuck Landy 
was pleased with his team’s perfor­
mance as well, and hopes that his 
team will make up a lot of ground 
today in the running events — the 
Vikings’ biggest strength.

“We hope we can catch at least 
one of the teams,” Landy said. “We 
felt like we were pretty strong in our 
running events, but our field events

have been our Achilles Heel a little 
bit all year. We felt like we made 
progress in our field events, but this 
is a good region.

“Last year, we were able to make 
up a lot of ground on the second 
day,” he added. “But we’ve got a lot 
to make up. But we’ve got good 
guys, and they’ll work hard at it. We 
hope we can close the gap a little 
bit.”

Wildcats
Searching 
^R?nlh_ 
By LEN ROBBINS
Times Assistant Sports Editor

Some things never change at Val­
dosta High School.

As the Wildcats prepare for their 
19th spring practice under head 
coach Nick Hyder, they will continue 
tb do the same things they’ve done 
for his entire successful reign as 
coach.

They will dress out over 100 play­
ers, they will play anywhere from 50­
60 players a game, and they will 
again be favored to be one of the top 
Class AAAA teams in the state come 
fall. And their goals during the spring 
season, which begins today, will be 
the same as well.

“We’re looking for depth at every 
position,” Hyder said. “Our goal will 
be to build our kicking game, our de­
fensive and offensive fundamentals, 
and, of course, stress character and 
fundamentals of academics and fam­
ily values. Those things are very im­
portant to us, as well as spiritual 
values.”

But while the Wildcat coaching 
staff will continue to stress the fun­
damentals that have won them 21 
state championships since 1940, their 
road to their 22nd state title will be a 
tough one, something Hyder plans to 
address during spring practice.

“We need to get the team ready to 
play what some feel is the toughest 
schedule Valdosta has ever faced,” 
Hyder said.

Included in that schedule will be 
homestands against Cedar Shoals, 
Columbia County (Fla.), Glen Mills 
(Pa.), and cross-town rival Lowndes, 
among others. On the road, the Cats 
will face Bainbridge, Colquitt County 
and Tift County in three consecutive 
weeks.

But there is no reason to shed 
tears for the Wildcats, for they return . 
many from last year’s 11-1 team. The 
most noteworthy returnee is quar­
terback Steve Everson, the Region 1- 
AAAA offensive player of the year in 
1991. Around Everson, a talented of­
fensive cast also returns.

The Wildcat spring game will be 
held May 14 at Cleveland Field. The 
game, being sponsored by the Val­
dosta Touchdown Club, will begin 
around 7:30 p.m., immediately after 
the junior varsity game, which will 
start at 6 p.m.



Long Way For Nothing
Wildcats Rout Kentucky Guests
With Sweep In Doubleheader
By LEN ROBBINS VT^Ts ZjT^yL 
Times Assistant Sports Editor

The Daviess County (Ky.) Panthers’ annual pit stop to 
Valdosta on their way to Florida turned out to be the pits 
for them as the VHS Wildcats swept the Panthers 5-3 
and 17-0 in a doubleheader Saturday at Valdosta’s home 
field.

In the first game, junior Jason Jelks was the Wildcat 
hurler, striking out eight and allowing only one earned 
run in 62/s innings. Greg Denly came in to relieve Jelks 
in the seventh and got the save for Charles Tarpley’s 
squad.

“He (Jelks) came in and only gave up three hits and 
four walks and really pitched well,” Tarpley said.

Freshman Jarrett Bridges pitched the second game 
and also received accolades from Tarpley on his perfor­
mance.

“He (Bridges) is going to be a real good pitcher. He 
just pitched real well and the guy that came in for him at 
the end, (Kevin) Nolan, did a great job too, striking out 
the side in that last inning,” Tarpley said.

Bridges only allowed two Panther hits in four innings 
of work, striking out five, while sophomore Nolan got the 
save, striking out the last three Panther batters.

Bridges got a lot of support in his victory.
The Wildcats scored seven runs in the third inning and

terrorized three DCHS hurlers in the fourth, scoring 10 
more runs. The slaughter was stopped in the fifth inning 
due to the 15-run rule.

In the opening game, the Panthers got on the board 
first, as Jelks got off to a rocky start. The first batter got 
on base on a Wildcat error, then Jelks gave up a walk 
and a base hit. Daviess County led 2-0 at the bottom of 
the first inning.

VHS came back in the third and fifth innings, scoring 
one and two runs in those respective innings. Then a 
rally in the sixth inning gave the Wildcats two more runs 
and a 5-2 lead. Denly walked home a batter in the sev­
enth for the Panthers’ final run.

Veterans Chris Rockey and Matt Baker were the offen­
sive leaders for Valdosta, each going 2-for-3 with two RBI 
in the game.

A game that began quietly became a slugfest for VHS 
in the third inning of the second game, when Wildcat 
bats came alive after two dead innings.

Both teams filled their rosters with younger players in 
the second game, with the Valdosta players getting the 
best of their northern-most counterparts, banging out 13 
hits.

Panther catcher Ashley Walker couldn’t hold on to the 
ball, letting by five passed balls in 

See WILDCATS, Page 2-B

Valdosta’s Chad Parkerson reaches high for a throw as the 
Daviess County runner slides safely into second base Saturday at 
Bazemore Field — Times Photo by Paul Leavy.

Va/dosta School Present 
SpringConcefts VfBands

The Instrumental Music Depart­
ment of the Valdosta City Schools 
will present their spring concerts this 
week

The Junior High School Tomcat 
Band and Junior Tomcats will per­
form at Mathis Municipal Auditorium 
at 7 p.m. today. There is no admis­
sion fee.

The seventh grade Junior Tom­
cats, under the direction of Curt 
Sanders, will perform “Safori,” “Kum- 
BaYah,” “Themes from March Slav,” 
“Gershwin Medley,” “Mack the Kni­
fe” and “Spiritual Rock.” The Junior 
Tomcats are 130 members strong.

Terry Rountree will direct the 
Tomcat Band of 80 eighth graders. 
The band will play selections from 
the Broadway musical “Annie,” “Cla- 
rinesthencis,” “Suite in a Minor 
Mode,” “Exaltation” and “General 
Grant March.”

In May, the Tomcat Band will par­
ticipate in a regional competition in 
Panama City, Fla. They will perform 
in the concert competition and the 
parade competition.

On Tuesday, also at Mathis Munici­
pal Auditorium at 7 p.m., the high 
school bands will perform. The Con­
cert Band is directed by Paul J. Guil- 
beau. They will perform “A Flourish 
For Wind,” “A Celebration of Spiritu­
als,” “Summertime” and “Jungle 
Drums.”

Steven Hankla will direct the High 
School Wind Symphony. This band 
will feature several solos and ensem­
bles by the seniors in the group.

The selections will include “Galop 
for the Comedians for Xylophone 
Duet and Band” by a Russian-born 
composer, Dimitri Kabalevsky. Solo­
ists are Wendy Kuter and Brady Har­
rison. The popular ballad “Danny 
Boy” as arranged by Warren Baker 
will feature the lush sounds of the 
symphonic woodwind section. “A

Bayside Portrait” is a contemporary 
work for the band by American com­
poser Robert Sheldon. Sheldon wrote 
this piece while in residence at Flor­
ida State University. “Bayside Portr­
ait” will be conducted by VHS 
student intern, William Shaw. “Au­
tumn Soliloquy” written by American 
composer, James Bames, will fea­
ture the following wind symphony 
personnel: Sarita Rainey on flute, 
Alysia Walker on flute, Amy Spann 
on clarinet, Ginny Ferrell on oboe, 
Mickey McAfee on bassoon, Bernard 
Scully on French horn, Clint Allred 
on alto saxophone and Bert Eidson 
on euphonium. “Autumn Soliloquy” is 
a delightful discourse between solo­
ists with an autumn painting in mind 
as a backdrop.

No concert would be complete 
without a march. The march is char­
acteristic of the American band 
movement. By proclamation of the 
United States Congress, John Philip 
Sousa’s immortal “The Stars and 
Stripes Forever” is now the official 
march of the United States of Amer­
ica. Sousa is affectionately known as 
the “March King.” The VHS Wind 
Symphony will perform Sousa’s “The 
Stars and Stripes Forever.”

The Wind Symphony will conclude 
its concert with Bob Louden’s ar­
rangement of “Dixieland Jam!” This 
fun, upbeat arrangement includes 
“Basin Street Blues,” “Maple Leaf 
Rag,” “Tin Roof Blues” and “When 
the Saints Go Marching In.” The Dix­
ieland Combo is made up of Mickey 
McAfee tenor sax, Carlos Jones on 
tuba, Amy Spann on clarinet, Wilson 
Faircloth on trombone, Reggie Jor­
dan on trumpet and Brady Harrison 
on trapset.

Valdosta High School Music De­
partment will perform this concert in 
honor of the administration of the 
Valdosta City Schools. A reception 
will follow the concert in the lobby of 
the Mathis Auditorium.

MARIA BARATTA 
In Beauty Pageant

VHS Student
State Finalist

Maria Baratta, daughter of Olivia 
Baratta and the late Charles Baratta 
of Valdosta, has been selected as a 
state finalist in the 1992 Miss Georgia 
Teen-USA pageant at the Airport Hil­
ton in Atlanta April 11-12. •

The winner will represent Georgia 
in the 10th annual Miss Teen USA • 
pageant to be telecast nationally by 
CBS-TV next summer. About 55 teen­
age girls from across the state will 
compete for the coveted title.

Mana will be judged on beauty, 
poise, personality, grooming, intelli­
gence and speaking ability. She is at­
tending Valdosta High School where 
she participates in cheerleading and 
several academic honor societies.

Her other activities include bat girl 
for varsity baseball, reading, working 
out and spending time with friends.

Miss Baratta’s sponsors include: 
South Georgia Pecan, Dixie Honda 
Dodge of Valdosta, The Valdosta Da 
Uy Times, Park Avenue Bank anc 
Stan McClellan.
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Staff Reports

Bert Eidson was named valedicto­
rian and Sarita Rainey was named 
salutatorian as part of Valdosta High 
School’s honors program Tuesday 
night at the school.

Eidson, the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Eidson, was also named the 
best all-around senior. Rainey is the 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Malcolm F. 
Rainey.

Laura Barbas, the daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. John T. Barbas, was named 
third honor graduate.

Other award winners included:
B SENIOR SUPERLATIVES: Ann McCra- 

nie, Kevin Hiers, Brian Adams, Angela Red­
den, Maria Baratta, Jennifer Weaver, Dexter 
Daniels, Laura Barbas, Tim O’Brien, Bert Eid­
son, Ryan Coyne, Bill Howard, Sarita Rainey 
and Natasha Johnson.

B HONOR GRADUATES: Matthew Baker, 
Rachel Baliles, Maria Baratta, Laura Barbas, 
Joel Bius, Michelle Buckland, Jonathan 
Burns, Laurie Campbell, Spence Carver, Hi­
lary Davis, Bert Eidson, Lisa Felts, Jim Gal- 
loy, Kristin Ganas, Lacarra Godfrey, Scott 
Goodwin, Jennifer Halter, Kevin Hiers, Ash­
ley House, Bill Howard, Crissie James, Nata­
sha Johnson, Wendy Kuter, Mickey McAfee, 
Ann McCranie, Maggie McDonald, Beth 
Mitchell, Rett Moore, Rebecca Morgan, Tim 
O'Brien, Katherine Owens, Hemali Patel, 
Phillip Pieplow, Ben Pitchford, John Pitcock, 
Sarita Rainey, Jeff Reames, Angela Redden, 
Nick Reed, Betsy Richards, David Roddey, 
Brandon Rogers, Leigh Saliba, Aimee Smith, 
Gregory Soshnik, Brian Stanley, Tanya To­
var, Pete Tucker, Alysia Walker, John Walker, 
Jennifer Weaver, Shannon Yow.

B COMMUNITY, STATE & NATIONAL 
AWARDS: Alysia Walker, Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority; Michael Archers, bronze, American 
Legion medal; George Strickland, silver, 
American Legion medal; Chris Powell, gold, 

' American Legion medal; Rebecca Coyne 
and Becky Burnett, both American Legion 
Post Auxiliary Post 13 Girl’s State; Khristina 
Lyons, AMVETS; Natasha Johnson, Clyatt 
Scholarship; Bianca Booker, junior, and 
Chester Stewart, senior, both Daedalion 
Award; Melissa Lyons, Daughters of Ameri­
can Colonist NJROTC Award; Laura Barbas, 
Good Citizenship Award, Felecia Berrian, 
NJROTC Award, Lee Scott and Russell 
Baker, essay contest, all Daughters of the 
American Revolution awards; Katresa Peter­
son, Delta Sigma Theta Scholarship; Joel 
Bius, Kenneth Jerome Rose Scholarship; Sa­
rita Rainey, STAR student, and Lee Pulliam, 
STAR teacher, both Kiwanis Club awards; 
Maggie McDonald, The Literary Guild’s Ruth 
Templeton-Webbie Smith Award for Excel­
lence in English Literature; Joel Hodges, The 
Retired Officer’s Association; Nick Reed, 
U.S. Air Force Academy Appointment; Ryan 
Coyne and Tim O'Brien, both U.S. Military 
Academy Award; Angie Redden, USPA and 
IRA; Chad Benefield. Valdosta Tech; Terry 
Williams, Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
1777; Jennifer Edwards, Woodmen of the 
World; Brandon Rogers, Wymodausis Club’s 
Alice Bingle Essay winner.

B ART AWARDS: Neil Rodgers, Most Out­
standing Freshman Art Student; Shniece 
Cooper, Most Outstanding Sophomore Art 
Student; Jennifer Edwards, Most Outstand­
ing Junior Art Student; Shannon Yow, Most 
Outstanding Senior Art Student.

B BUSINESS EDUCATION AWARDS: 
Greg Soshnik, Outstanding Accounting Stu­
dent; Dashanti Jefferson, Outstanding Busi­
ness Law Student; David Roddey, 
Outstanding Data Processing Student; 
Wendy Whatley, Outstanding Keyboarding 
Student; Delleese Brisco, Outstanding Typ­
ing Student; Lucretia Hand, CBE Student of 
the Year and Business Education Student of 
the Year.

B ENGLISH AWARDS: Mary Beth Las­
seter, Most Outstanding Freshman English 
Student; Wendy Whatley, Most Outstanding 
Sophomore English Student; Courtney Min­
chew, Jennifer Edwards and Jennifer 
Spencer, all Most Outstanding Junior En­
glish Students; Laura Barbas, Sarita Rainey 
and Ann McCranie, all Most Outstanding Se­
nior English Students; Sarita Rainey and Jim 
Galloy, both Most Outstanding Drama Stu­
dents; Laura Barbas. Most Outstanding Stu­
dent in Composition; Laura Barbas and 
Brandon Rogers, both Co-Editors of Literary 
Magazine.

B FOREIGN LANGUAGE AWARDS: Meg 
Hiers, Most Outstanding French I Student; 
Brandon Rogers, Most Outstanding French II 
Student; Sarita Rainey, Most Outstanding 
French III Student; Dana Pompey, Most Out­
standing Spanish I Student; Courtney Min­
chew, Most Outstanding Spanish II Student.

B MATH AWARDS: Mary Beth Lasseter, 
Most Outstanding Algebra I Student; John 
Weaver, Most Outstanding Geometry Stu­
dent; Parker Grow, Most Outstanding Alge­
bra II Student; Brook Bearden, Most 
Outstanding Trigonometry Student; Court­
ney Minchew, Most Outstanding Pre-Calcu­
lus Student; Bert Eidson, Most Outstanding 
Calculus Student; Alex Penn, First Place Se­
nior Varsity Individual, Bert Eidsen, Sarita 
Rainey, Nick Reed and Alex Penn, First Place 
Senior Team, all in the Coastal Plains RESA 
Math Tournament.

B NAVAL SCIENCE AWARDS: Derrick 
Jones, Distinguished Cadet First Year; 
Ayanna Sampson, Distinguished cadet Sec­
ond Year; Chinequa Knight, Distinguished 
Cadet Third Year; John Copeland, Distin­
guished Cadet Fourth Year.

B SCIENCE AWARDS: Holland Alday, 
Most Outstanding Student in Biology; Mich­
elle Levy, Most Outstanding Student in Phys­
ical Science; Lee Scott and Alex Penn, both 
Most Outstanding Students in Chemistry; 
Pete Tucker, Most Outstanding Student in 
Physics; Rebecca Morgan, Most Outstand­
ing Student in Anatomy/Physiology; David 
Roddey, Most Outstanding Student in Com­
puter Science; Jennifer Eidson, Governor’s 
Honors Program; Lee Scott, Kevin Hiers, 
Pete Tucker, Holland Alday and Mandy 
Moore, all First Place Team in Region Sci­
ence Bowl; Roy Kilgard and Wilson Faircloth, 
both First Place Scramber, Bill Howard and 
Rebecca Morgan, both First Place Computer 
Science, Lee Scott and Alex Penn, both First 
Place Balancing Equations, Roy Kilgard, Wil­
son Faircloth and Lee Scott, First Place 
Sounds of Music, all In the Science Olym­
piad; Alex Penn, First Place Southwest

Georgia Exam of National Chemistry Olym­
piad.

B SOCIAL STUDIES AWARDS: John 
Weaver, Most Outstanding Freshman Social 
Studies Student; Alex Penn, Most Outstand­
ing Sophomore Social Studies Student; Jen­
nifer Spencer, Most Outstanding Junior 
Social Studies Student; Bert Eidson, Most 
Outstanding Senior Social Studies Student; 
Jennifer Spencer, Governor’s Honors Pro­
gram.

B VOCATIONAL EDUCATION OUT­
STANDING STUDENTS: Jennifer Weaver, 
marketing decision making; Ashley House, 
general merchandising supervisory level; 
Jonathan Burns, general merchandising su­
pervisory level; Angela Redden, apparel and 
accessories master employee level; Ingrid 
Carroll, advertising services; Kendra Elliott, 
hotel/motel; Jason Page, general marketing 
master employee level; Vocational Industrial 
Clubs of America Awards: Michael Johnson, 
extemporaneous speaking; Robin Rowe, job 
interview; Tina Costello, nurse assisting; Re­
becca Morgan, outstanding student; Mat­
thew Loveday, medical assisting; Jodi 
Osborne, dental assisting; Spence Carver, 
graphic communications; Arthur Rizer, basic 
health care skills; Amanda McGhin, Ryan 
Coyne, Jessica Morgan, Rebecca Morgan 
and DeDe Dennis, all First Place, state, 
Health Occupations Knowledge Bowl; Eric 
Stanley, mechanical drafting, first in state; 
Technology Students Association Awards: 
Jimmy Fields, manufacturing prototype, first 
state; Jonathan Bums, engineering graphic 
analysis, first state.

B REGION LITERARY MEET WINNERS: 
Laura Barbas, essay; Maria Baratta, spelling; 
Stephanie Everett, extemporaneous speak­
ing; Bill Roberts, Stephanie Everett, David 
Matthews and Lee Scott, debate, all first 
place winners.

B GEORGIA’S AND UNIVERSITY OF 
GEORGIA CERTIFICATE OF MERIT FOR 
JUNIORS: Russell Baker, Brook Bearden, 
Melissa Buckland, Kayse Budd, Che 
Christie, Gregory Clark, Rebecca Coyne, 
Stacey Cranor, Jennifer Edwards, Jennifer 
Eidson, Stephanie Everett, Wilson Faircloth, 
Parker Grow, Matt Hunt, Jessica McMullen, 
Courtney Minchew, Judson Rackley, Timo­
thy Roush, Lee Scott, Jennifer Spencer and 
Christopher Wheeler.

B ERSKINE FELLOWS: Jennifer 
Spencer, Jennifer Eidson, Kayse Budd and 
Lee Scott.

B GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 
OUTSTANDING BLACK SCHOLAR 
AWARD: Joyette Smith and Che Christie.

B PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JUNIOR 
FELLOWS: Jennifer Edwards, Matt Hunt, 
Courtney Minchew and Christopher 
Wheeler.

B GOVERNOR’S HONORS PROGRAM: 
Jessica Roan, dance.

B NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM, COMMENDED STUDENTS: 
Jennifer Halter, Kevin Hiers, Ashley House 
and Nick Reed.

B NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM, FINALISTS: Maria Baratta, 
Laura Barbas, Bert Eisdon, Bill Howard, Ann 
McCranie and Sarita Rainey.

B NATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT SCHOL­
ARSHIP PROGRAM FOR OUTSTANDING 
NEGRO STUDENTS, COMMENDED STU­
DENTS: Katresa Peterson.

B GEORGIA SCHOLARS: Maria Baratta, 
Laura Barbas, Bert Eisdon, Bill Howard, Ash­
ley House, Kevin Hiers. Ann McCranie and 
Sarita Rainey.

B SPECIAL RECOGNITION: Natasha 
Johnson, President Student Government As­
sociation; Ann McCranie and Bill Howard, 
Co-Editors Sandspur.



Wildcats
To Unveil
New took

Ca^’ ‘Green’ On 
Offensive Front

By LEN ROBBINS
Tinies Assistant Sports Editor

The Valdosta Wildcats ended their 
regular spring practice Thursday, 
and with all the new formations 
learned and the personnel evaluated, 
will finish their 10-day season tonight 
as they unveil the 1992 version of the 
team at Cleveland Field, beginning at 
7:30 p.m.

The unveiling will also include a 
few new experiments that the Wild­
cats have been working on during 
their spring workouts, according to 
Valdosta head coach Nick Hyder.

“One of the things that we don’t do 
a lot of is a one-back set, which gives 
us three receivers. That gives us 
probably the newest wrinkle to what 
we’ve been doing,” Hyder said.

“It (the one-back set) opens a 
whole new dimension to offensive 
football. We’ve intregrated it real well 
with our other stuff so as not to con­
fuse the offensive lineman from 
blocking.”

This week, the Wildcat coaching 
staff has been trying to establish 
depth while also welcoming five play­
ers who had participated in track and 
weren’t available until Monday.

“We’re trying to settle in on who 
the top 44 is, and who is the next 44 
after that is. We also added the track 
players this week, and they added a 
lot of quickness to the squad,” he 
said.

The returning tracksters were Al­
fred Barnes, Donald Hitson, Larry 
Melton, Franklin Wiseman and Rob­
ert Randolph.

Hyder said he expects the spring 
game tonight to be an intense one, as 
the offense will be pitted against the I 
defense. j

“The practices have been real in­
tense, so I think the scrimmage will 
be to. They have been pretty much 
even during practice, so it should be 
interesting,” he said.

Prior to the varsity scrimmage, the 
upcoming 7th-graders will be playing 
at 4 p.m., the upcoming 8th-graders 
will scrimmage at 5 p.m., and the up­
coming freshmen and sophomores 
will do battle at 6:30 p.m. Admission 
for the full day of Wildcat football will 
be $2.

By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Editor

For Valdosta football fans, black 
and gold are the usual colors of 
choice when viewing the Wildcats’ 
practices and games from the stands. 
But offensive line coach Jerry Don 
Baker’s vision has been blurred by 

youth. When he sees his group pre­
pare for spring practice, all he sees 
is green.

“We’ve got a lot of work to do,” 
Baker said. “But I tell you what, I’m 
excited about this group. They are 
quick, I mean real quick. They’ve 
worked hard but they just need a lot 
of reps and that’s what we’re doing 
now.”

The starting offensive line will be 
full of unfamiliar faces as five fulltime 
or parttime starters will be gone to 
graduation. Three of those starters 
received college scholarships — Tim 
O’Brien (Air Force), Shawn Van Aus- 
dall (Valdosta State) and Eddie Woo­
ten (Tennessee State) — while Andy 
Sheffield will soon sign with a junior 
college. Add Jay Bowling to the list 
and there are a lot of shoes to fill.

This spring, Baker has had Andy 
Harrison (6-3, 225) and Chris Gin- 
grow (6-3 V2, 220) at tackles, Jesse 
Hunter (5-10,190) and Allen Holt (6-3, 
190) at guards and Jamie Griffin (5­
10, 205) at center. Shaddrick Green 
(6-3V2,190) is the tight end.

Baker added that Bradley Grant 
(6-2, 255) is academically ineligible 
but will be back in the fall at center. 
Harrison missed Monday’s practice 
with a hamstring contusion but he 
should return today or Wednesday.

cWe’re young but that’s what 
spring’s for. We want to put 
them in a situation under pres­
sure and see how they react. I 
know what it’s like to go out and 
play Tift County or Lowndes 
and that’s what we’re trying to 
emphasize.’

— Jerry Don Baker
Wildcat Coach

Wayne Devane was moved from tight 
end to tackle in Har rhee

Neil Rountree U ?
seem some time with the first team 
at guard and “he is one of the best 
long snappers we’ve had in years. He 
does a great job there.”

Working on the second team has 
been Ches Melton, Lamont Debro, 
Darren Atkins, Harvey Moore, Tad 
Mosley, Allen Baker, Josh Connor 
and Ken Altman.

“We’ve put in some new offensive 
sets this spring and tried to fit it to 
the personnel that we have on offen­
se,” Green said. “Coach Hyder is real 
good at that. This is one of the quick­
est lines I’ve ever coached. AU of 
them can move. That’ll help us roll 
out and sprint out and do some 
things.

“We’re young but that’s what 
spring’s for. We want to put them in 
a situation under pressure and see 
how they react. I know what it’s like 
to go out and play Tift County and 
Lowndes and that’s what we’re try­
ing to emphasize.”

Movin'On Up ^ T^.
Valdosta track star

Tiffany i in respective7 aright, right, received college scholarship

while Wright will continue at Albany State — Times Photos by Pay eavy.



Lowndes’ Johnson 
^akesfet Team
By CHRIS BECKHAM 
Times Sports Editor

In high school athletics, versatility 
can often be the sign of talent as 
some players are asked to play more 
than one position. Lowndes' Michael 
Johnson was one of those athletes.

Johnson’s versatility as a quality 
pitcher and hitter made him one of 
two baseball players selected to posi­
tions on both the first and second 
team 1992 All-Region 1-AAAA squad. 
Johnson made the first team as an 
outfielder while being selected to the 
second team as a pitcher. The team
was selected by sportswriters who 
cover the region.

Tift County pitcher Mike Hall was 
named the region’s Player of the 
Year. Hall, a senior, nearly single­
handedly kept the Blue Devils In the 
race for the region crown. Tift 
County eliminated Bainbridge In the 
first round of the region playoffs be­
fore falling to Coffee in the 
championship.

Coffee coach Steve Wight was 
named Coach of the Year after the 
Trojans went 7-3 in the region and 
advanced to the postseason playoffs. 
Wight was also named the Coach of 
the Year last season.

Johnson and Hall were joined on 
the first team by Bainbridge pitcher 
Brian Powell, Coffee pitcher Shane 
Shook, Coffee catcher Cassius John-
son, Colquitt County first baseman 
Jeremy Merritt, Coffee second base­
man Jeffrey Barnett, Coffee third 
baseman Danny O’Steen, Bainbridge 
shortstop Jason Andrews, Colquitt 
County outfielder Bill Tucker, Bain­
bridge outfielder Ryan Pearson and 
Colquitt County designated hitter 
Chris McCranie. Like Johnson, Mc- 
Cranie also made the second team as 
a shortstop.

Johnson ended a successful Viking 
career in 1992 as he led the squad 
with a .429 batting average. He also

All-Region Team ,

DECA Pays Off 
For Pitchford

First Team
P - Mike Hall, Tift County 
P - Brian Powell, Bainbridge 
P - Shane Shook, Coffee 
C • Cassius Johnson, Coffee 
1B - Jeremy Merritt, Colquitt Co. 
2B - Jeffrey Barnett, Coffee 
SS - Jason Andrews, Bainbridge 
3B - Danny O’Steen, Coffee 
OF - Michael Johnson, Lowndes 
OF - Bill Tucker, Colquitt Co. 
OF - Ryan Pearson, Bainbridge 
DH • Chris McCranie, Colquitt Co.

Second Team
P ■ Michael Johnson, Lowndes 
P • Mona Sutton, Coffee 
P - Tony DeRosso, Colquitt Co. 
C • Shane Pridgen, Tift County 
IB - Brian Harrell, Bainbridge 
2B • Wes Horne, Colquitt County 
SS - Chris McCranie, Colquitt Co. 
3B - Matt Baker, Valdosta 
OF ■ Antoine Moran, Lowndes 
OF - Shawn Regan, Lowndes 
DF ■ Chad Fussell, Coffee 
DH • Scott Regan, Lowndes

Honorable Mention
P - Michael Adams, Coffee 
P - Brad Hastings, Coffee 
P ■ Jeremy Merritt, Colquitt Co. 
P - David Stone, Tift County 
C - Chris Rockey, Valdosta 
C - Chad Bennett, Bainbridge 
3B • James Lester, Lowndes 
OF - Brady Tucker, Colquitt Co. 
OF - Blake Patterson, Valdosta 
OF • Cedric Barnes, Coffee

By KELLI BOWMAN
Times Staff Writer

Remember that talk you had with 
your dad?

The one where he said, “Enjoy 
your school days while you can, kid. 
Some day you’ll have to work for a 
living.”

Those were the good old days. To­
day, many high schools students 
have part-time jobs. Some even clock 
in before the last school bell rings.

Through a variety of cooperative 
education programs offered at local 
high, schools, many students leave 
school early and go to work.

One such program is Valdosta 
High’s Distributive Education Club of 
America. Last week it sent four state 
honorees to the DECA National Con­
ference in Anaheim, Calif

One of them, Ben Pitchford, came 
home a national winner.

Pitchford, 17, competed in the mar­
keting and economic category. State 
winners from DECA clubs through­
out the United States competed by 
taking written exams and performing 
role play scenarios found in the 
working world. .

Pitchford leaves school at noon 
each day and heads for work at Har­
vey’s grocer in the Castle Park Shop­
ping Center.

The guidance DECA provids has 
helped the young employee on the 

• practical end of his education. Know­
ing good customer service skills has 
come in handy at Harvey’s, he said.

Knowing how to deal with and sat­
isfy customers is paramount in any

BEN PITCHFORD

job, Pitchford said. “That’s something 
you deal with everyday, no matter 
what you get into.”

Pitchford will carry his academic 
and applied education to the Georgia 
Institute of Technology this fall 
where he’ll study industrial engi­
neering and work every other quar­
ter at an Atlanta-based company.

Accompanying Pitchford to Califor­
nia last week, in addition to VHS’ 
DECA Coordinator Norman Green, 
were state finalists from VHS: Jona­
than Burns, who competed in gen­
eral merchandising; Ingrid Carroll, 
who specialized in advertising; and 
Kendra Elliott, whose area is hospi­
tality and tourism.

hit five home runs, scored 25 runs 
and had 18 RBI. On the mound, he 
was 7-2 with a 1.39 ERA and 75 
strikeouts in 60 innings. The year in

See ALL-REGION, Page 11-A AU-Kegion
Cats’ Line Looks

To Fill Vacancies
By LEN ROBBINS
Times Assistant Sports Editor

Despite losing three seniors off of 
last year’s Wildcat defensive line, the 
Valdosta High coaching staff is confi­
dent that the returning lineman can 

k fill the necessary holes.
f “We’ve got some kids we’re real 

pleased with,” defensive line coach 
Larry Jester said at Tuesday’s prac­
tice. “We had a real good day today. 
We had a good practice yesterday, 
but today we were more aggressive 
because we had a better understand­
ing of which way we are going.”

Jester lost Tim McClain, John 
Gloster and Kevin Major from last 
year’s front, with McClain and Glos­
ter being starters. McClain was ah 
All-Region selection and signed with 
West Georgia. Gloster will be playing 
football for Savannah State next fall.

Despite the loss of McClain and 
Gloster, Valdosta still has some play­
ers with experience returning to man 
the three-man frontline.

Upcoming senior Brinson Barker 
started eight games last year, but is

currently sidelined with a knee injury 
and won’t practice this week. Jester 
said he hopes Barker will be avail­
able by next week.

“If we had to line up today, it 
would be Steve Carson at left tackle, 
Peter Failor at nose guard and Se­
bastian Davis at right defensive tack­
le,” Jester said Tuesday.

Carson is an upcoming senior, as 
is Failor. Davis is an upcoming junior 
who has been impressive thus far in 
spring camp.

The defensive line is also being af­
fected by academic casualties, as up­
coming seniors Levalis Paul and 
James Robinson are ineligible to play 
due to grades. Jester said he hoped 
both would be back to play in the fall.

Joining the returnees on the line 
will also be a newcomer.

“We got a new kid that moved in 
here, Kelvin Dyer, who’s a good­
looking kid. He had a real good day 
yesterday,” Jester said.

Dyer will add depth to the nose 
guard position, according to Jester.

From Page 10-A

eluded a first for Johnson as he hurled a no-hitter 
against Tift County while driving in the game’s only run 
in extra innings in a 1-0 win.

Lowndes placed four players on the second team while 
Valdosta added one more.

Johnson, outfielder Antoine Moran, outfielder Shawn 
Regan and designated hitter Scott Regan were Viking 
representatives while Valdosta’s Matt Baker was chosen 
as the second team third baseman.

Receiving honorable mention notice was Valdosta 
catcher Chris Rockey, Valdosta outfielder Blake Patter­
son and Lowndes third baseman James Lester.

Moran hit .295 for the Vikings this year with 17 runs, 
eight RBI and one home run. But he made his presence 
felt most once he got on base.

Moran also led the team with 27 stolen bases.
Shawn Regan hit .373 on the year with 12 RBI with 

seven runs scored while his brother Scott hit .333 with 
one home run at the designated hitter spot.

Baker pitched while also playing third base for the 
Wildcats. He ended the year with a team-leading .360 bat­
ting average and 10 RBI. He had only one home run but 
it came at a great time. His three-run shot against Low­
ndes helped the Wildcats defeat their crosstown rivals.

Rockey led Valdosta with 11 RBI while batting .254 at 
catcher. Patterson, a sophomore, got more playing time 
with the varsity as the year went on while continuing to 
play on the B-team. He ended the year with a .290 bat­
ting average. __

Lester saw some time on the pitchers mound but 
made his mark as a hitter. He batted .321 with 11 runs 
scored and was second on the team with 17 RBI as the 
Vikings’ third baseman.

Hall was 9-7 overall but he maintained a 1.44 ERA with 
151 strikeouts and 38 walks in 112 innings. He pitched in 
every region game, building a 64 record.

Powell, a Georgia signee, had a 6-4 record with a 0.70 
ERA He struck out 118, walked only 17 and led Bain­
bridge to the region playoffs. '

Shook was Coffee’s ace with a 5-2 record and a 1.98 
ERA. Shook’s batterymate Johnson hit .281 for the Tro­
jans including a pair of two-run home runs and an RBI 
single in Coffee’s 6-1 win over Tift County to clinch the 
region championship.

Merritt finished with a .404 batting average while Cof­
fee’s Barnett batted .365 and had 10 RBI. Bainbridge’s 
Andrews led the Bearcats with a .460 average while dou­
bling as a pitcher. Andrews will continue his career at 
Georgia Southern.

O’Steen, also a member of the All-Region basketball 
second team, his .356 with six doubles, a home run and 
14 RBI. O’Steen is a transfer this year from Citizens 
Christian.

Colquitt’s Tucker hit .343 including three hits against 
Lowndes in the final game of the season. Pearson had a 
.304 average with two home runs and had several out­
standing defensive plays.

McRanie put together one of the best offensive seasons 
the region has seen in years. The senior, who has signed 
with Georgia to play football and baseball, hit .562 while 
stealing 25 bases.



Wildcats Ready For State Meet
----------------------------------------------- track and field champions for the trials for the meet were held Thurs- Brice Hunter and John Copeland, lay. The 4 X 100 really scares me to
By LEN ROBBINS
Times Assistant Sports Editor

Larry Jester is one tired man.
Jester, the boys track coach at Val­

dosta High, is having quite a busy 
week.

Since Monday, Jester has been 
coaching the defensive line during 
spring practice as part of his football 
responsibilities. All the while, he has 
been preparing his Region 1-AAAA

champions for the
state meet in Jefferson, which begins 
today. Thursday morning, he and 14 
members of the Wildcat track team 
headed up to Jefferson to compete in 
the meet Add these two jobs to his 
educational duties, and it is easy to 
understand why Jester is tired.

But he is not about to let that 
bother him today, as his Wildcats will 
be competing in 12 of the 16 events 
at the Class AAAA meet. Qualifying

day night
Jester is confident that of the 12 

events, some of his Wildcats have le­
gitimate shots at winning in their re 
spective categories.

“We anticipate nothing but the pos­
itive,” he said. “We feel we have a 
shot at winning some events.

“I feel like Ernest Lowe can do 
well in the high jump and the long 
jump. I think both our hurdlers,

should also do well,” he said.
Besides Lowe, Hunter and Cope­

land, Jester also believes Dexter 
Daniels should be competitive in the 
discus at the meet.

“I look for some good things to 
happen to Dexter Daniels in the dis­
cus,” he said.

“It’s really hard to say how we’ll do 
in the other events, like the 100 me­
ters, the 200 meters, the 4 X 100 re­

lay. The 4 X 100 really scares me to 
death because at any time, the kid 
can drop the baton and the race is 
over,” he said.

While Jester has oeen sharing 
time during the week, coaching both, 
track and football, his tracksters 
haven’t. Franklin Wiseman, Donald 
Hitson, Robert Randolph and Larry 
Melton haven’t participated in spring 
football practice due to their track re­
sponsibilities.

Everson, Cats To
Open Up Offense
By CHRIS JOHNSON
Times Sports Writer

Valdosta High quarterback Steve Everson 
(1) eludes a defender during the Wildcats’ 
spring practice Thursday as head coach Nick 
Hyder, left, watches from the sideline. The

1991 Region 1-AAAA offensive player of the 
year completed 57 percent of his passes for 
1153 yards and rushed for 451 yards last sea­
son— Times Photo by Paul Leavy.

Junior quarterback Steve Everson 
led the Valdosta High Wildcats to an 
11-1 record last season and was 
named the Region 1-AAAA and 
area’s offensive player of the year.

But Everson will be a senior next 
season, and the expectations and re­
sponsibilities will be higher for the 
versatile quarterback. Everson, 
though, welcomes the added respon­
sibility.

“We’ve talked about it,” Everson 
said of his conversations with head 
coach Nick Hyder. “He’s asked me if 
I can handle it, and I feel I can. I 
think the team is behind me and we 
are going to do it. We’re going for the 
state championship.”

What Everson will have to handle 
in the 1992 campaign is an offense 
with a few more options for the quar­
terback to throw to.

“I feel like with the year I had last 
year, coach Hyder is going to give 
me a little more leeway to work with 
the receivers,” Everson said. “He 
saw that I was pretty accurate last 
season so he’s going to allow me to 
open up things a little more.”

Valdosta offensive backs coach 
Mike O’Brien said that it is Everson’s 
experience that allows the Cats to 
open up the offense.

“We have a lot of good receivers 
just like we did last year,” O’Brien 
said. “But now I think he has a lot 
better understanding of the field and 
how he can get the ball to each and 
every one of them.”

Everson feels that next season’s of­
fense will make better use of his 
passing ability, though many of Val­
dosta’s 1991 opponents may remem­
ber more Everson’s ability to run 
with the ball.

“Right now, I feel like my strength 
will be the pass because we have 
new offensive sets and we have more 
receivers,” he said after Thursday’s 
practice.

“Last year, we were basically a 
two-receiver offense. Now we have

the backs coming out of the backfield
and we’ll use the tight end more.

“We put in the new sets because of 
the speed we have,” he added. “I 
think it’s going to make us a better 
team, and it’s going to make fans 
come to the game.”

Everson said that opening up the 
offense will pose more problems for 
the Wildcats’ opponents in 1992. It 
has even posed problems for the Val­
dosta defense in four days of spring 
practice.

“Right now, when we’re practicing 
against our defense, they are confu­
sed,” he said. “And they are one of 
the best defenses in the state. So if 
we run the offensive sets we have 
now against the defenses that 
couldn’t stop the wing and the pro 
sets, I feel like it will just make us 
that much better.

“The offense has been clicking with 
all of the new offensive sets,” he said. 
“Usually it’s the other way around. 
Usually it’s the defense that domi­
nates in the spring.”

Everson added that his seniority 
and experience are not the only rea­
sons that the Wildcats are planning 
to open up the offense. Another rea­
son is the return of several talented 
running backs from last season.

“We have some running backs 
back this year, but with the backs we 
have this year, they can run it and 
they can catch it,” Everson said.

Other than a hip pointer which has 
slowed his running so far spring, Ev­
erson is pleased with his perfor­
mance.

“Other than the hip pointer, every­
thing has been great,” he said. “My 
arm looks pretty good. I’ve been on 
target. I’m right where I was at the 
end of the season. But I don’t wanna 
get lax — I want to improve.”

O’Brien believes that Everson will 
draw plenty of attention from major 
colleges this fall.

“I think he can be a (Division I 
player),” he said. “I think he can run 
well. I think he throws well. And I 
think that he understands the of­
fense, and would understand any of­
fense he was put it”



Wildcat Running Backs Still Learning
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By LEN ROBBINS
Times Assistant Sports Editor

With the nucleus returning from 
last year’s Valdosta High offensive 
backfield, the Wildcat running backs 
would presumably have a spring 
practice devoid of change.

But due to numerous circum­
stances, the spring season has been 
an adapting one for the plethora of 
experienced running backs.

Returning starter Alfred Barnes 
didn’t start practice until Monday 
due to his involvement in track. Full­
back David Williams hasn’t played 
this spring because he is academi-

cally ineligible. And a couple of per­
sonnel changes have changed the 
spring depth charts as well. But 
these changes have been beneficial 
to the running backs, according to of­
fensive backfield coach Mike O’Brien.

“This has given us a good opportu­
nity to work some of the younger 
running backs in there,” O’Brien said 
at Tuesday’s practice.

Some of those younger backs in­
clude upcoming junior tailback Nakia 
McMullen, who has been impressive 
this spring, Von Clark, Corey Rich­
ardson and Carlos Brown.

Sam Thomas, who played fullback 
last season, has been moved to line­
backer, while Brock Sanford, who will

be a senior next fall, has been moved 
from defensive back to running back.

The Wildcats also have Tommy 
Speed at their disposal. Speed had 
previously attended VHS, trans­
ferred, and is now back. The upcom­
ing senior, who’ll play both back 
positions, “has come in and done a 
real good job for us,” O’Brien said. 
“We’re expecting him to play some.”

The running backs have been 
working mainly on their base plays 
during the spring, but also have 
added a few wrinkles, according to 
O’Brien.

“We’re experimenting with differ­
ent blocks and other things. We’re 
still doing our base stuff that we’ll do

in the fail, but we’re seeing now how 
we can do it and improve on it,” he 
said.

The Wildcat backs have also been 
working on catching the ball out of 
the backfield, something that head 
coach Nick Hyder has said they will 
planning to do in the fall.

“We’ve been working on that,” 
O’Brien said. “In the past, we’ve had 
problems with our hands. So we’ve 
really been concentrating on that. 
And with some of the new formations 
and sets we’re going to use, the 
backs will be used as receivers. They 
are all catching the ball better. From 
where we started to where we are 
now, we have really improved.”

Dennis’ Choice
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Turns Out Well
By CHRIS BECKHAM
Times Sports Editor

Choosing a college is sometimes a 
burden for any new graduate but the 
decision looms larger when the 
chooser is an athlete. Several added 
variables must be factored in, further 
complicating the process.

Laura Dennis faced that decision 
nearly a year ago. A standout slow- 
pitch softball player during high 
school, Dennis had two national ju­
nior college powers both located
about an hour away. Her choice was 
made and now, she can look back 
and wonder if it was the right one.

It was.
During her freshman year at Lake 

City Community College, Dennis ac­
complished nearly every goal imagin­
able. The first baseman was named 
All-Conference, All-State, All-Ameri­
can, led her team in batting average 
(.488) and led the state in RBI (82) 
and played a big part in LCCC’s tre­
mendous season.

Her team finished as the Mid-Flor- 
ida conference champions with a 55­
17 record. After she made the state 
All-Tournament team, Dennis helped 
her team to the national 
championship tournament played at 
the E.B. Hamilton softball complex a 
couple of weeks ago.

There, the season took a danger­
ously sour turn as LCCC lost the first 
game of the tournament to Daytona_ „ LCCC was 27-3 during their scrim­
Beach Community College. But they mage season. That kind of perfor- 
stormed back through the loser’s
bracket, advancing to the 
championship game against Abraham 
Baldwin, the defending national 
champions and the host team of the 
tournament.

But in their eighth and ninth 
games of the two-day event, LCCC 
twice defeated the Lady Stallions and

Louisiana oi.q, , _____

Dennis------

‘i didn’t think I would make All-
American my freshman year be­
cause that’s real hard to do. But 
that’s one reason I went to Lake 
City. It’s close and I had heard 
that they were recruiting some 
real good players. I thought I’d 
have a better chance to win.’

— Laura Dennis 
Softball Player
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won the national title. Dennis did her 
part for the team, hitting .500 for the 
tournament and being named to the 
All-Tournament team.

Now that the first successful year 
is history, Dennis finally has a 
chance to think about a couple of 
months without bats, balls and swing­
ing for the fences.

“I didn’t think I would make All­
American my freshman year because 
that’s real hard to do,” she said. “But 
that’s one reason I went to Lake 
City. It’s close and I had heard that 
they were recruiting some real good 
players. I thought I’d have a better 
chance to win.”

That theory was tested and proven 
early in her academic year. Last fall,

mance has become the rule for 
Dennis who played on several suc­
cessful teams during high school. 
Aside from being a Lady Wildcat, 
Dennis played for the Tomboys 3, the 
Valdosta Sluggers and the Bandits 
which is based in Atlanta.

This summer, Dennis plans to take 
See DENNIS, Page 7-A
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Laura Dennis displays some of the softball awards she has 
won during her freshman year at Lake City Community College 
— Times Photo by Jeff Allen.

From Page 6-A
it easy and only work on her sport 
“every now and then.” Her thoughts 
will be ready for the game next year 
when LCCC Returns nine players 
with some more help on the way.

“I think we’ll be better than we 
were this year/’ Dennis said. “We’ve 
got a lot of good players coming back

and a lot of good players coming in. 
In the last 10 years, our coach, Jean 
Williams, has won six national 
championships and finished second 
the other four tunes.”

So how difficult will an encore be? 
Dennis is not only hoping to match 
her frosh success, but surpass it in 
spectacular fashion.

“We could be undefeated if we play 
together. We were for a while this 
year but then we hit a slump and lost 
some games. I think we’ll be better,” 
Dennis said. “But we’re everybody’s 
rivals. Everybody will want to beat us 
because we’re the champs.”

Such is the price of success.
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Wildcat Pride
Behind The Scenes
By DEAN POLING
Times Staff Writer

R.C. Redish takes great care when it conies to his gridiron 
responsibility. He has been tending Cleveland Field since 1984 
— Times Photo by Jeff Allen.

R.C. Redish is as much a fixture at 
Cleveland Field as the red swizzle 
stick that constantly droops from the 
corner of his mouth.

Though Redish has never played 
ball on the Valdosta Wildcats’ grid­
iron, he’s probably worked up as 
much a sweat as any of the athletes. 
He’s one of them unsung folks be­
hind the scenes.

The coaches know him. The play­
ers know him. The sports writers 
know him. And anybody who has 
seen a Valdosta High football game 
during the past decade has seen his 
work.

Redish is Cleveland Field’s 
groundskeeper and has worked the 
field since 1981.

Redish and Carl Roe, with the help 
of “some other fellas,” are the ones 
who place the yard lines on the field, 
keep the grass growing, make sure 
folks don’t fall through the bleachers 
when they sit down and do anything 
else that needs doing at the Williams 
Street field.

When asked if he considers Cleve­
land Field his baby, Redish points to 
the green, saying “That’s everybody’s 
baby.”

And that’s true. With the Wildcats 
championship status, Valdosta High’s 
playing field has got to look good. 
And Redish is keenly aware of that.

He took charge of maintaining the 
field in 1984 and has since known all 
of the players who’ve slugged it out 
on his handiwork.

“I’ll be out here working or walking 
somewhere and see the kids riding 
through town. Of course, there not 
kids now. ...They’ll yell ‘Hey, R.C.!’ 
and I’ll wave back,” the 56-year-old 
said, tugging at his baseball cap dur­
ing a break behind Cleveland Field’s 
bleachers.

Though he says he never played 
high school football, the big, white­
haired, white-bearded man looks like 
he could have done a mean job of it.

Born in Lowndes County, Redish 
was raised on a farm and graduated 
from Pine Grove High School. He 
joined the Army after his school days 
and stayed with it 22 years before re­
tiring as a sergeant first class.

R.C. Redish
■Residence: Valdosta
■Family: wife, Margie; children, 
Randall Redish, Shari White and 
Anita R.edish; granddaughters, 
Kimberly and Amber White.
■Interests: Gardening, going to 
church and being with his family.

During his time in the military, 
Redish says he graduated military 
college and saw the .world. He sur­
vived the Norse winters of Green­
land, the combat of two tours of duty 
in Vietnam and lived in Europe on 
four different assignments. But when 
it came time to retire, he decided to 
settle back in his home of Lowndes 
County.

One of the reasons he gives for re­
tiring was to give his son, Randall 
Redish, a chance to play high school 
ball. The younger Redish played for 
the Wildcats.

In addition to Cleveland Field, 
Redish handles Valdosta Junior 
High’s field, the schools’ gymnasium 
bleachers, as well as the school sys­
tem’s playgrounds. And his work load 
will increase with the return of Val­
dosta State College’s football games 
at the field this fall.

“There’s a satisfaction in doing 
something. That’s one of the things I 
grew up with as a boy. You do the 
best you can,” he said smiling, the 
red swizzle stick twisting in his teeth 
just a little.
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• Valdosta Places Second At State
Staff Reports

JEFFERSON - The Valdosta WUdcats com­
pleted their three days at the Class AAAA state 
track meet Saturday with a second-place finish. 
The Wildcats totalled 36 points while Southwest 
Dekalb won the title with 46 points.

Two Valdosta seniors accounted for all of the 
team’s points with outstanding performances in 
three events. Senior Ernest Lowe won first 
place in the high jump with a 7’0” effort, finally 
reaching the personal goal in his final success­
ful high school jump.

Lowe backed that effort up with another first 
place, this one in the long jump. His leap of 
23’3” was good enough to outdistance the com­
petition.

Last year, Lowe was second in both events.
The other standout senior was hurdler Brice 

Hunter. Only a few miles from where he will 
continue his football career as a receiver at the 
University of Georgia, Hunter won the 110 high 
hurdles with a time of 14.38. He came back to 
place third in the 300 intermediate hurdles 
with a time of 38.96.

South Cobb placed third with 32 points while 
Griffin, Parkview and Lovejoy rounded out the 
top six.

Valdosta head coach Larry Jester said the 
inclimate conditions in Jefferson affected the 
performances in some events but he was ex­
cited about the final outcome.

‘‘Thursday, it was 38 degrees and raining. 
You talk about culture shock,” said Jester. “F­
riday, they moved all the field events that were 
scheduled back because of the weather. But 
this is a great accomplishment for us. We came 
up here with the attitude that we were going to 
win it all and the kids gave it their best.

“There is a lot of good competition up here 
and that’s why we didn’t have teams getting 60 
or 70 points,” he added. “We want to take this 
and build from it. We’re going to start thinking 
about next year as soon as spring practice is 
over. We got better from last year and we want 
to come back next year and win it”

Last year, Valdosta placed fifth in the state.
“We got better as they year went on and 

that’s because the kids just kept working 
hard,” Jester said. “Everybody in the commu­
nity supported us a lot and that also made a 
difference. We’re real pleased with how every­
thing went.”

Six VHS ViCA Students
Bring Home The Gold

From left, Matthew Loveday, Spence 
Carver, DeDe Dennis, Ryan Coyne, 
Rebecca Morgan, Jodi Osborne and Eric

Stanley talk and laugh as Jessica Morgan 
and Amanda McGhin turn the wheel of 
chance — Times Photo by Paul Leavy.

Six Valdosta High School Vocatio-
nal Industrial Clubs of America 
members walked away with gold 
medals at the Georgia State Skill 
Olympics in Atlanta. In June, they 
will go on to compete in the U.S. Skill 
Olympics in Louisville, Ky.

Junior Eric Stanley won first in 
state for machine drafting, and a 
team of five VHS students took first 
place in the Health Occupations 
Knowledge Bowl. The Knowledge 
Bowl team was made up of sopho­
more Jessica Morgan, junior Amanda 
McGhin and seniors Rebecca Mor­
gan, Dede Dennis and Ryan Coyne.

Only team captain Rebecca Mor­
gan was a member of the 1990 VHS 
team which also finished first in the 
state and seventh in the nation. She 
was joined on last year’s team which 
finished second in the state by the

younger Morgan sister and Miss
McGhin.

Stanley also had prior experience 
in VICA competition last year at the 
local, area and district levels and was 
a candidate for the state VICA presi­
dent’s office this year.

Jody Osborne also brought home a 
metal from the state competition. 
The VHS senior finished third in 
Dental Assisting.

Also competing for VHS were Matt 
Loveday in Medical Assisting and 
Spence Carver in graphic arts.

The Skill Olympics is sponsored by 
VICA and is held each year in con­
junction with the state and national 
annual meetings. Students compete 
at local, area and district levels for 
the opportunity to participate in the 
state competition.

Joining the VHS group as dele­
gates to the Georgia VICA Conven­
tion were Permelia Moore and Robin 
Rowe.

The students were accompanied by 
VHS VICA coordinator Lynne Wilson, 
vocational supervisor James Studstill 
and health occupations instructor 
Janie McGhin.

According to Ms. Wilson, VICA 
members are working to raise money 
to send the six gold medal winners 
on to the national contest. They sold 
drinks and snacks at the school’s an­
nual May Day, and a car wash is 
planned.

Several local businesses have also 
pledged support for the trip. Anyone 
wishing to make a contribution may 
contact Ms. Wilson at Valdosta High 
School.
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First Week
By LEN ROBBINS
Times Assistant Sports Editor

It may have seemed like a year to 
the Valdosta Wildcats football squad, 
but it was only five days.

The Wildcats concluded the first 
half of spring practice Friday, and al­
though they only practiced five times, 
the intensity of the scrimmages, and 
the weather, made it seem much 
longer.

“We had a variety of weather Gast 
week),” Valdosta coach Nick Hyder 
said Saturday. “We had summer and 
fall weather and close to winter. It 
got awfully cold one day. So in those 
days, we experienced a whole year’s 
worth of weather.”

Hyder and his coaching staff con­
centrated on offensive and defensive 
sets and the kicking game for the 
first week of spring. The Wildcats 
tried to get in the swing of things as 
quickly as possible Monday, for there 
are only 10 days in the spring sea­
son.

“What we set out to do was to get 
as many folks with as much repeti­
tion as we can on our offensive and 
defensive sets and our kicking 
game,” Hyder said.

So far, Hyder said, the defense has 
been especially impressive, as have 
some individuals.

“The defense had a great day Fri­
day,” he said. “They dominated the 
scrimmage that day.”

Among the individual efforts on de­
fense, Sebastian Davis, Marcus Wil­
liams, Don Baker and Mychael 
Hopper stood out, according to 
Hyder.

“The most aggressive youngster 
that we had was Sebastian Davis. Se­
bastian will be a junior, and he’s a 
defensive tackle,” Hyder said.

Hyder said that both Hopper and 
Baker have had good weeks at de­
fensive end, while college recruiters 
have been at practice all week 
looking at linebacker Williams.

On offense, Allen Baker at tight 
end and Kris Gingrow at offensive 
tackle have both been pleasant sur­
prises, Hyder said.

Hyder also said that the leader of 
the offensive unit, returning starter 
Steve Everson, has had a good week.

“Steve Everson had an outstanding
See WILDCATS, Page 2-C
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week. He’s adjusted to the new sets we’re trying to do. 
He gives us excellent stability at the quarterback pos­
ition,” Hyder said.

As for the upcoming week, Hyder said he and the Wild­
cat coaches will be concentrating on establishing depth

“We’re looking for depth, and we’re finding it, he said. 
“We’re looking for youngsters who have really worked to

master the fundamentals. By that, I mean blocking and 
tackling in the situational scrimmages that we have.”

The Wildcats will conclude the spring season Friday. 
The spring game will begin around 7:30 p.m. on Friday at 
Cleveland Field, following the junior varsity and ninth­
grade teams’ games. The event is being sponsored by 
the Valdosta Touchdown Club.



Gators Snag 
Cats’ Daniels

By CHRIS JOHNSON
Times Sports Writer

Sorry AT&T, but all of those long­
distance inquiries concerning the sta­
tus of Valdosta High senior line­
backer Dexter Daniels will now come 
to a screeching halt. The USA To­
day's Defensive Player of the Year 
has chosen to attend the University 
of Florida.

Phones have been ringing con­
stantly at media outlets throughout 
the Valdosta area concerning Dan­
iels’ decision. The 6-2, 225-pound line­
backer chose the Gators over their 
main competition — the University of 
Georgia.

Daniels said that there was a lot of 
pressure to choose either school, but 
especially the University of Georgia. 
He even received a telephone call 
from friendly crosstown rival Randall 
Godfrey of Lowndes High. Godfrey, a 
6-3, 215-pound linebacker who ver­
bally committed to Georgia Monday 
afternoon, had indicated that he 
wanted Daniels to join him at 
Georgia. Valdosta split end Brice 
Hunter also committed to Georgia 
last week.

“They tried, especially Brice,” Dan­
iels said. “I just like Florida better. I 
like the program. I think it’s a pro­
gram on the rise. I really like it, and 
coach (Steve) Spurrier is a good 
coach.”

According to Valdosta High head 
coach Nick Hyder, the University of

Florida is elated to have snagged the 
All-American linebacker.

“They told me that, on paper, this 
might be the best recruiting class 
they’ve ever had down there,” Hyder 
said.

The Gators certainly have good 
reason to be excited about signing 
Daniels. The linebacker has shown 
promise since he was a freshman 
and one of only 12 freshmen to letter 
at Valdosta during Hyder’s 18-year 
stint.

Daniels’ best year at VHS was his 
last. During the 1991 campaign, the 
Wildcats compiled an 11-1 record, 
while the senior star racked up 174 
tackles (108 solos), caused four and 
recovered two fumbles, and had four 
quarterback sacks. During his career, 
the Wildcats compiled a 50-3-1 record 
and won two Class AAAA state titles.

Daniels’ many honors include The 
USA Today first-team All-America, 
All-State, All-Region, All-Area De­
fensive Player of the Year, Super 
Prep All-America, and WCTV Super 
Six along with many other honors.

Contrary to popular opinion, Dan­
iels said that UF’s proximity to his 
family and hometown was not a ma­
jor deciding factor.

“It didn’t play a real big factor,” he 
said. But he did add that it was im­
portant to him that his family and 
friends would be able to make the 
shorter drive to Gainesville to watch 
him play.

Valdosta High School senior Dexter Daniels lakes a time-out 
in the VHS locker room before deciding upon his choice of col­
lege. The highly recruited linebacker chose to attend the Uni­
versity of Florida — Tinies Photo by Jeff Allen.

By CHRIS JOHNSON
Times Sports Writer

Five Signings Scheduled For Today

While today may be the first day of 
the signing period with lots of college 
in the Valdosta area, there may not 
be too much ink flowing from the 
pens of college-bound Lowndes Vi­
kings and Valdosta Wildcats.

Only one player from Lowndes 
High and four from Valdosta High 
are scheduled to sign letters-of-intent 
today. Others, however, may sign to­
day, but had not scheduled signings 
by press time.

The lone Viking scheduled to sign 
today is Randall Godfrey. Godfrey 
committed to the University of 
Georgia Monday afternoon. Godfrey, 
a 6-3, 215-pound linebacker, is plan­
ning to sign with the Bulldogs be­
tween 3:30 and 4 p.m. this afternoon 
at the Lowndes High field house.

Valdosta High school senior line­
backer, Dexter Daniels, plans to sign 
a letter-of-intent with the University 
of Florida at his home at 4 p.m.

While NCAA Division I-A rules do 
not allow college coaches to be pre­
sent while recruits sign letters-of-in­
tent, two players from Valdosta High

planning to join NCAA Division H’s 
West Georgia college will have at 
least one member of the Braves’ 
coaching staff present.

Cats’ defensive back John Cope­
land and defensive lineman Tim Mc­
Clain plan to sign with the Braves at 
9:30 this morning at Valdosta High 
School. Also planning to sign today is 
Wildcats defensive lineman John 
Gloster. Hyder said that Gloster will 
sign with Savannah State, but the 
time of the signing has not been set

Other Wildcats that Hyder said 
could possibly sign letters-of-intent

today include split end Brice Hunter, 
cornerback Trampis Wrice, running 
back Albert Edmunds, and offensive 
linemen Eddie Wooten, Tim O’Brien, 
and Shawn Van Ausdall.

Hunter has committed to Georgia, 
and Wrice committed to Nebraska, 
but Hyder had not been informed as 
to if and when the two will sign with 
their schools today. Edmunds and 
Wooten have committed to Tennes­
see State, while UT-Chattanooga was 
still talking to both Van Ausdall and 
O’Brien.





Octavius Dewayne Oliver 
Stephanie Susan O’Neal 
Jodi Lynn Osborne 
Sophia Vanessa Owens 
Charles Jason Page 
Marcus Scott Parker 
Quinlin Kay Parker 
Veronda Raquel Patterson 
Mary Sandra Pay ton 
James Ray Pearce 
Robert Wayne Peters 
Katresa KaShun Peterson 
Cedric Phillips 
Veronica Michell Phillips 
Felicia Michelle Ponder 
Natasha Renee Ponder 
Randall Frank Pope 
Gregory Bernard Porter 
Christopher Sean Powell 
Jennifer Anne Powell 
William Dewayne Raines 
Gloria Anne Reese 
Yolanda Yvette Reviere 
LaTricia Juanice Richardson 
Stephanie Michelle Richter 
Tracey Latonya Riley 
Arthur Jerome Rizer, Jr. 
LaShunda Taneka Roberts 
Latoya Denise Roberts 
Michael Karon Roberts 
Craig Ant wane Robey 
Lonniela Louise Robinson 
Rodney Fredrick Robinson 
Sylvia Nicole Robinson 
Adrienne Nicole Roman 
Tumika Lucinda Rome 
Gary Ricardo Ross 
James Rowe, Jr.
Robin Michelle Rowe 
Jeremy Glen Rowell

Cynthia Diane Rumph 
Brian Ford Sanders 
Kenneth Christopher Sanders 
Monica Nichole Savage 
Latashia Chantel Scott 
Anthony Jerome Scruggs 
Michael Dean Sea go 
Alexia Dawn Seat 
Cynthia Ann Sermons 
Lamar Sheffield
Larry Andrew Sheffield 
Elizabeth Ann Sherman 
Eric Litmark Simmons 
Michael Robert Singletary 
Eddie Louis Smith 
Joel Jameson Smith 
Larron Ashley Smith 
Lila Nicole Smith
Sharon Latrelle Smith 
Theodore Smith
William Charles Smith, Jr. 
Candice Amelia Spann 
Lousia Darnell Spencer 
Perlita Janeiro Spencer 
Richard Micah Starr 
Stacey Juanita Steinberg 
William Sherwood Steinberg 
Rasheda Letrice Steward 
Chester Nathaniel Stewart, Jr 
Peter Andrew Stone 
Jeanette Julia Strickland 
Danny Lawrence Struble 
Clarissa KathleenSwift 
Miki Kimberly Swilley 
Lawanda Ann Swinton 
Manuel LaShon Taylor 
Al Fresno Thomas 
Monteleto Montego Thomas 
Richard Demond Thomas 
Monica LaWanda Tillman

Bridget! Michelle Tooley 
Kevsha Simone Treadwell 
Tracy Renea Troutman 
Dominic Tremayne Turner 
Gregory Jason Uptagrafft 
Casey Sean Van Ausdall 
Jennifer Melinda Vance 
Mark Thomas VanNortwick 
Matthew David VanNus 
Richard Monroe Varn II 
DeJaris Juanice Washington 
James Alexander Waters 
Kenya Chante) Webb 
WilliamTracy Weeks 
Leslie Suzanne Wetherington 
Virginia Trent Wetherington 
Kevin Jarod White 
Hector Preston Wilder 
Alan Wayne Williams 
Brenda Seleana Williams 
Byron Andre Williams 
Erin MaTisha Williams 
Keisa Ladell Williams 
Latasha Renee Williams 
Lester Davis Williams 
Luther Williams III 
Shawanda Jaynae Williams 
Telly Salvalas Williams 
Eric Demond Wilson 
Antailia Shuntell Wingate 
Brian O'Keefe Wiseman 
Nikki Tiombe Witherspoon 
Joshua Cullen Woodard 
Eddie Cedric Wooten 
Trampis Deshonn Wrice 
Tiffany Michelle Wright 
Tony Allen Wright 
Cynthia Ann Wyatt 
Wendy Gail Wymer

Honor Graduates 1992

Matthew Boyd Baker 
Rachel Greer Baliles 
Olivia Maria Baratta 
Laura Helen Barbas 
Joel Richard Bius 
Michelle Lee Buckland 
Jonathan Howell Burns 
Laurie Elaine Campbell 
Spence Clifford Carver 
Hilary Marie Davis 
Charles Bertram Eidson 
Lisa Nicole Felts 
James Frederick Galloy 
Kristin Suzanne Ganas 
LaCarra Charlette Godfrey 
Scott Eugene Goodwin 
Jennifer Ellen Halter

John Kevin Hiers 
Ashley Rebecca House 
William Richard Howard HI 
Crissie Latonja James 
Natasha Nicole Johnson 
Wendy Ann Kuter 
Michael Alva McAfee 
Ann Laura McCranie 
Maggie Kay McDonald 
Sylvia Elizabeth Mitchell 
William Errett Moore III 
Rebecca Ann Morgan 
Timothy Michael O’Brien 
Katharine Amory Owens 
Hemali Pravin Patel 
Philip Karl Pieplow 
Benjamin Neal Pitchford

John Wilton Pitcock 
Sarita Ann Rainey 
Donald Jeffrey Reames 
Angela Paulette Redden 
Nicholas Jerome Reed 
Mary Elizabeth Richards 
David Cornwell Roddey 
Brandon Clay Rogers 
Norma Leigh Saliba 
Aimee Elizabeth Smith 
Gregory Bryan Soshnik 
Brian Andrew Stanley 
Tanya Maria Tovar 
James Pete Tucker 
Alysia Walker 
John Scott Walker 
Jennifer Kay Weaver 
Shannon Michelle Yow

VALDEDICTORIAN Charles Bertram Eidson THIRD HONOR GRADUATE Laura Helen Barbas

SALUTATORIAN Sarita Ann Rainey BEST ALL AROUND SENIOR Charles Bertram Eidson





Brian Jermain Adams 
Sara Lea Adams 
Stephanie Jean Adams 
Mitzi Dawn Albritton 
Timothy Edward Allen 
Andrea Manette Alligood 
Latasha Yvette Alston 
Corrie Arnold 
Eric Jerome Arnold 
Everett Cleveland Arnold 
Julie Ann Arnold 
Latasha Mandensa Arnold 
William Daniel Austin 
Clifford Pierce Baker 
Martha Michelle Banacke 
Timothy James Bass 
DeCarla Spencer Battle 
Linette Bauzo 
Edward Bell, Jr.
Euralentha Bell, Jr. 
Steven Paul Bell, Jr. 
Chadwick Owen Benefield 
Esther Nickole Benjamin 
Joey Bernard Benjamin 
Joseph Berrian 
Virginia Kern Bishop 
Stephanie Nicole Bivins 
Kevin O'ron Blankumsee 
Lee Becker Boatenreiter 
Patricia Cornelia Boatright 
Tracey Dale Bonner 
Michael Keith Bovender 
John Selby Bowling, Jr. 
Latasha Monique Brantley 
Luther Gregory Brantley 
Stuart Ryan Brave Heart 
Corey Jermaine Brazeal 
Chris Cleo Brown 
Jennifer Felicia Brown 
Kimberly Denise Brown

Leantony Brown 
Archie Bryant 
Jennifer Joy Bullis 
Corlisa Denise Bussey 
Lewis Lydell Butler 
Anthony Brenard Bynes 
Laytonya Marieh Byrd 
Tamara Rene* Calhoun 
Bobbie Belinda Cantrell 
Katherine Elizabeth Cantrell 
Ingrid Elizabeth Carroll 
Michael Lee Carson 
Cedric Marcel Carter 
Clarence Carter, Jr. 
Dennis Castleberry, Jr. 
Monica Ann Clifton 
Althea Cecelia Cochran 
Helene Coibion 
Sallyann Mederer Coleman 
Michelle Elease Collins 
Terry LeRome Conaway 
Mateo Siller Conde 
Cynthia Dawn Cone 
Anitra Faye Lester Cooper 
Felicia Cooper 
Konjeta Cooper 
Tanganiyka Nicole Cooper 
Angie Renee Copeland 
John Daniel Copeland 
Rhonda Corbett 
Amy Eileen Cox 
Ryan Martin Coyne 
Kelly Andrea Crago 
Helen Ann Crane 
Derrick Demond Crowder 
Tinne Joy Cushion 
Kimberly Dawn Dampier 
Angela Daniels 
Demetrius LaKeith Daniels 
Dexter Lavista Daniels

Meadowlark Jermaine Daniels 
Ronald Bennette Daniels II 
Terrence Charles Daniels 
Christopher Darrell Dasher 
Wilhelmina Arizona Davis 
Andrew Glenn Denmark 
Deborah Deanna Dennis 
Tarsha Yolonda Donaldson 
Douglas Edward Dornedon 
Bruce Quincy Douglas 
Belinda Ann Downs 
Michelle Downsbrough 
John Dowling Drury 
Denita Rapheal Dugas 
Albert Lavon Edmonds 
India Elliott 
Kendra Lea Elliott 
Elliott Wayne Fann 
Anna Osk Finnbjornsdottir 
Regena Nicole Flannigan 
Seymond DeAntonine Floyd 
Shalina Yvonne Flucas 
Andrea Renee Ford 
Salina Nichole Foster 
Tonya Rene’ Foulk 
Tara Monique Foy 
Rachel Franz 
Shonda Yvette Freeman 
LaTasha Denise Fuller 
Angela Annette Gardner 
Steve Allen Gardner 
Stacey Yvette Gary 
LaSandra Gail Gatlin 
David Gilliard, Jr.
John Phillip Gloster 
Aldrich Antonio Graham 
Alfred Graham, Jr. 
David Shane Grant 
Charles Gray II 
Deldra Shontina Gray

Asia Lashon Green 
Detron Deann Green 
Karen Patrice Green 
Bobby Jay Greene 
Dena Jo Greer 
Sabrina Yolanda Griffin 
Mary Eve Lynn Guinn 
Kenneth Hall 
Ralph Demetrius Hall 
Dennis Alvester Hampton 
Sung No Han 
Lucretia Mona Hand 
Christopher Michael Harper 
Theresa Min Harper 
Amanda Dianne Harris 
Dajuan Keith Harris 
William Cody Harris 
William Brady Harrison 
Marinese LaShoun Hart 
Natasha Nyree Hart 
Linda Michelle Hendricks 
Daniel Noel Henry 
Rhonda Dieshon Herring 
Melissa Ann Hiers 
Pamela Nicole Hines 
Keshier Latennia Hogan 
Kwame Ron Karenga Holder 
Laura Leigh Holland 
Mark Coleman Howell 
Catherine Joye Hoyt 
Brice Henry Hunter 
Harold James Hunter, Jr. 
John Michael Jack 
Billy James Jackson, Jr. 
Nikita Lynn James 
Heriberto Flores Jasso 
Angela Michelle Jefferson 
Dashanti Ayanni Jefferson 
Christopher Akiva Jenkins 
Derek Charles Jenkins

Kevin Glenn Jenkins 
Marist Bernard Jenkins 
Vanessa Jenkins 
Stacey Marie Johns 
DeRon Maurice Johnson 
Erica Latonya Johnson 
Marcia Anita Johnson 
Michael Quinell Johnson 
Patrick Lamar Johnson 
Uganda Michelle Johnson 
O'Shanda Machella Joiner 
Angela Gail Jones 
Carlene Elizabeth Jones 
Carlos Jermaine Jones 
Keisha Dreneke Jones 
Roswell Scott Jones 
Sedrick DuShundre Jones 
Stacy LaShonda Jones 
Xavier Antrone Jones 
Yolanda Nichelle Jones 
Jason Whitley Jordan 
Reginald Andre Jordan 
Mark Alexander Kassum 
Trivenda Lashia Keels 
Matthew Brahm Kellerman 
Franklin Levail Kier 
Raymond Jon King, Jr. 
Derrick Jerome Kyer 
Aaron Tyrone Lane 
Melissa Machelle Lane 
Tharon Jerome Lane 
Joseph Preston Langdale 
LaTonya Lee 
Latissua Devon Lewis 
Christee Lynn Leynes 
Kimberly Dionne Linder 
Matthew Daniel Loveday 
Ernest Vidal Lowe 
Andrew Daniel Lowery 
Lewis Lynch, Jr.

Melissa Dawn Lyons 
Heather Jean McDonald 
Berkley Moreland Mackey 
Kevin Deywanne Major 
Walter Joseph Malham 
Kyndra Santousha Mallory 
Bobby Lee Manghram II 
Ben Ray Matson 
Andrae Deshawn Mazion 
Frank Keenan Anthony Mazion 
Tammy Shannon McCain 
Timothy Lamar McClain 
Brian Eugene McCombs 
Roderick Wayne McCree 
David Rico McGee 
Matthew McGriff 
Mona Yvette McMillan 
Jody Lee McSwain 
Robert Morris McSween II 
Robert Carlton McTier 
Mitchell Scott Mink 
Robert Lamar Moody 
Adrienne Lashon Moore 
Kechia Yolanda Moore 
Melinda Latrice Moore 
Monica Nicole Moore 
Permelia Su Lyn Moore 
Ta-Tanisha Latoya Moore 
Tameta Brain Moore 
Stephanie Renee Morman 
Betty Denise Morris 
Jason Elliott Morris 
Crystal Marie Morrison 
Rachel De’Ann Moss 
Sharon Yvonne Nelson 
Michael John Nestor 
Ceti a LiShondra Newsome 
LaTammy Wynette Newsome 
William Nathan Nunn 
Carel Lynn Oliver



"Fanfare and Processional 
Invocation............................. 
"Star Spangled Banner"....

Elgar

Francis Scott Key

SPEAKERS: Once More Unto the Breach, Dear Friends 
Courage Mounteth With Occasion...........

CLASS SONG: ’Tt's So Hard to Say Goodbye to Yesterday”............................................................  
Freddie Pcrren and Christine Yarian Featuring: Kevin O’ron Blankumsee 

Luther Williams III

PRESENTATION OF CLASS

DELIVERY OF DIPLOMAS

ALM 4 MATER................
BENEDICTION...............
"Fanfare and Recessional Verdi

Class Officers
PRESIDENT...........
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY.........
TREASURER ........

STUDENT COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Tlaldosta CHigh School S^lma Skater

TT our voices loudly ringing

Songs of praise thy children singing 
To thy memory dear.

(Salima mater, alma mater 
'Tender fair and true,

^W^ our vows renew.

William E. Aldrich

Superintendent/ Board of Education

Natasha Nicole Johnson

........................ Class of 1992
Ronald Bcnnctte Daniels 11 
Telly Salvalas Williams

........ Sarita Ann Rainey 
Charles Bertram Eidson

......Brian Jennain Adams 
Linda Michelle Hendricks 
................... Alysia Walker 
..James Alexander Waters

..................Senior Class 
Maggie Kay McDonald 
.....................VHS.Band

.............. VHS Band 
Laura Helen Barbas 
..............VHS Band

Eric Demond Wilson
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Christee Leynes
MISS VALDOSTA HIGH SCHOOL 1991

THE BEST ALWAYS MAKE A 
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THE CHAMPIOHS 
FROM EVERYOHE 
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OUPLICATE THEIR 
ACHIEVEMEHTS

Printing Company
711 North Oak Street 
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Giles Godwin and Jonathan Davis, VHS Wildcat Seniors Photography by Garner Walker Studios


