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Valdosta Uber excited for new form of transportation

Darla Dunning,
Dina Shishkova
Assistant Opinions Eitor
Starr WRITER
dldunning@valdosta.edu
dshishkova@valdosta.edu

As of last week, the popular
car service Uber was available
to serve customers in the City of
Valdosta.

The City of Valdosta an-
nounced on Feb. 2 that 40 people
needed to sign-up as drivers in
order to validate a need in the
area. It is unclear at this time if
the city has met its goal.

According to Uber.com, Uber
is used through the Uber App,
where passengers send a request
for a ride, and that request is
accepted by a nearby driver who
will use his or her personal car to
pick up these passengers.

So far, few people know Uber
is already available in Valdosta.
There is a shortage of drivers as
well.

“I don’t know why people
don’t jump at the opportunity

to earn some money,” Melanie
Batts, who started driving for
Uber last week, said. Batts said
one day last week she drove for
seven hours and served seven
customers.

Batts said she will be a student
next fall, so Uber will provide her
with supplementary income. She
also said she enjoyed driving.

“I love it,” Batts said. “T get to
meet a lot of new people.”

Another student said he is also
considering becoming a driver.

“I’m really glad Uber is com-
ing to Valdosta," Jeremiah Dyson,
a junior psychology major, said.
"It’s a good transportation sys-
tem. I’m definitely thinking about
signing up to be a driver.”

Some international students
and teachers at VSU are especial-
ly excited about having Uber.

“I am going to use it every
time I need to go somewhere, and
I cannot use my bike,” Natalia
Kuzmina, a Fulbright student
from Russia, said. “I don’t have
a car, so for me it is always a big
deal if I need to go somewhere.”

Other international students

THE SPECTATOR
Reeruiting For Spring & Fall 2017

ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES
(EARN UP TO 15% COMMISSION)

MARKETING ASSISTANTS
WRITERS
Cory EpITORS
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VIDEOGRAPHERS
AssISTANT EDITORS
AssisTANT WEB EDITOR
AssISTANT SociAL MEepiA EDITOR

ALL MAjors ARE ENCOURAGED To APPLY

MARKETING PosiTioNs REQUIRE Up TO 15 HrRs/WK
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SamPLES OF WoORK To:
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said they will
evaluate prices
when mak-
ing their travel
choices.

“Tll try it,”
Vivien Kamal,

a teaching as-
sistant from
Egypt, said.
“But [ used a
taxi service here
as well, and it
was good. So, I
guess I’ll choose
the cheapest op-
tion.”

Some students
are eager to have
another form of transportation.

“I’ve used the Tipsy Transit as
my transportation on weekends,
but I will definitely use Uber as
my transportation once it comes
to town,” Alejandra Serrano, a
sophomore childhood education
major, said.

According to a Valdosta City
press release, Betty Morgan,
Chamber vice president, said
Uber will be a game-changer

Ina ISnKova,

Melanie Batts waits in her car, which she uses to work for Uber.

for the community, and it is a

welcomed addition to Valdosta’s
business community.

The Valdosta City press release
also stated that the services are
expected to impact Valdosta
residents in all walks of life and
connect people across the com-

munity.

In addition, Uber emphasizes
safety to its passengers. When

passengers request a ride, they

will have a message sent to their
phones in advance that will have
their driver’s name, license plate
number and photo.

Also, Uber has 24/7 avail-
ability and, once a passenger
has requested an Uber driver, is
capable of picking up passengers
within minutes

Those who are interested in ap-
plying to become a driver can go
to https://www.uber.com/

Announcements

The Spectator Classifieds

The Spectator prints
free classifieds for current
students of Valdosta State
University only. These
must be no more than 40
words, or a $18.50 charge
will apply. Classifieds for
faculty, staff, student orga-
nizations, student-owned
businesses and the general
public cost $18.50 for up to
40 words.

Ads should be sent to The
Spectator or delivered to
our office in 1238 Hopper
Hall. The deadline is 5 p.m.
Thursday, a week prior. If
payment applies, it should

be submitted in a sealed
envelope at the time the ad
is placed or paid via Master-
card, Visa, Discover or elec-
tronic check online through
Aimee Napier, Advertising
Manager. Email Aimee Na-
pier at Spec_Advertising@
valdosta.edu to pay online.

Ads must be accompa-
nied by the name and phone
number of the person sub-
mitting the ad. Students
must also submit their VSU
Student ID number. Ads
must be resubmitted each
week, as necessary.

The Spectator address
is: 1500 N. Patterson St.,
Valdosta, GA 31698. Our
email address is spec_ad-
vertising@yvaldosta.edu.

The Spectator reserves the
right to reject any classified
ad. All ads are subject to
standard editing procedures.
The Spectator is not respon-
sible for mistakes due to a
submitted error. The catego-
ries for classifieds include:
For Sale, For Rent, Sub-
lease, Wanted, Roommate,
Services, Personnels, ISO
and Employment.

Employment

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE
FUN! MAKE MONEY!

Top-rated sports camp
needs fun loving coun-
selors to teach all land,
water & adventure
sports. Great summer
in Maine! Call (888)
844-8080; apply at:

www.campcedar.com

$595

$495

www.vsuSpectator.com
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VSYOU
or

VSSOME?

Seth Willard/ THE SPECTATOR

Seth Willard/ THE SPECTATOR

Juston Lewis/ THE SPECTATOR

Students took to campus on Tuesday to protest the VSYOU Experience.
They were addressed by Vice President of Student Affairs, Dr. Vince
Miller. Students met with President Dr. Richard Carvajal on Wednesday to
discuss student affairs.

Seth Willard/ THE SPECTATOR

Juston Lewis/ THE SPECTATOR

Seth Willard/ THE SPECTATOR
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Our point of view...

VSU students need to represent unity

The VSU community was disturbed by the choice of an individ-
ual to scribble a hateful statement across the stall in a Lowndes
Hall bathroom last Friday. Student reactions were mixed, though
all seemed to disagree with the statement, some students were
less shocked by the discovery than others.

The office of the president and SGA both immediately con-
demned the graffiti, and on Monday, President Carvajal penned

his own letter to the “VSU family” about the incident. In his letter,

he stressed his commitment to inclusion and applauded VSU
students for their willingness to embrace diversity overall.

Still, a group of students marched through campus to the
president’s office on Tuesday to protest the hateful act and
the perceived lack of inclusion on campus. The group’s anger
sprouted from a feeling among students that VSYOU only cares
for VS'SOME’

Our editorial staff would like to ask VSU students this: What
more can be done to increase inclusion on campus and discour-
age hateful actions?

Students may see administrators asking them to refrain from
posting pictures of the graffiti online as sweeping the issue under

the rug, and it does probably help VSU keep the picture’s reach to

a minimum. But keeping the image from being widely circulated
also keeps the perpetrator(s) from getting the attention they
most likely wanted, and the image is truly offensive to anyone
who may see it while scrolling through social media, so it should
have been taken down.

Furthermore, President Carvajal said that he himself would be
available to discuss the issue with any students who wanted to
voice their concerns—though his message to the students could
have come too late after the incident.

Since 2006, VSU’s student body has continually become
more diverse, with the amount of white students attending the
university falling by 20 percent and the amount of minorities
rising. Most notably, according to the VSU factbook, the number
of black students attending VSU increased by about 54 percent
between 2006 and 2015.

Even though protesters may feel underrepresented in the
VSYOU campaign, three out of four members of the SGA execu-
tive board are people of color, and, up until a week ago, all of
the exec board members were. The SGA board is supposed to be
the ultimate voice of the students. It is in essence the student’s
representation to the administration.

VSU is a college of diversity. Though in the past the president’s
office has made a few decisions that seemed to go against some
groups on campus: the Donald Trump rally and the Spring 2015
flag incident to name two instances. Dr. Carvajal has a chance to
speak out for students, and he seems ready to do so.

Students, the SGA is a sorely under-utilized resource on cam-
pus. They are our representatives, and we should use them in

times like these. Protesting is a useful tool guaranteed us through

the first amendment, so protest if you wish, but look at yourself
first. The conversation this vandalism and subsequent protest
has sparked should make each VSU student look at themselves
and the organizations they are personally a part of. If activities
on campus seem segregated, ask yourself why, and work to make
things more inclusive.

Though the administration is charged with creating a safe space

for students to learn and share ideas, it is truly up to the student
body to make sure the VS'SOME’ experience becomes VS'US'.

This editorial was written by a member of the editorial staff and
expresses the general opinion of The Spectator.

Hunter Terrel/THE SPECTATOR

Downtown features one Snapchat geo-filter (top left), palm trees and stringed lights on Bennie’s Alley (top right

and bottom).

Downtown Valdosta urges VSU
students to join the experience

Hunter Terrell
Opinions Ebiror
hiterrell@valdosta.edu

Valdosta’s Mainstreet Pro-
gram directors Misty Smith and
Ellen Hill are looking for ways to
increase VSU student’s involve-
ment with downtown Valdosta.

“Ultimately we want to bridge
the gap between Mainstreet and
the VSU student body,” Smith
said.

“What most students don’t
see is all the things downtown
has to offer,” said Sharlie Keaton,
senior, art major. “Most people
compare our downtown to
Athens or Tallahassee, and that’s
just not here. This is Valdosta,
we should embrace it.”

There are 11 restaurants, 11
various shops, several rental

spaces open to the public, The
Brass Quill Gallery tattoo parlor,
the historical Dosta Theatre

and the more modernized Red
Door Cinema alongside monthly
events hosted on the courthouse
greenspace and supremely
maintained sidewalks and public
outdoor space.

The initial focus for Valdosta
Mainstreet is to provide stu-
dents with a sense of place and
support small businesses at the
same time.

In 2013, Valdosta placed in the
top five of all Georgia Mainstreet
programs.

The Mainstreet Program also
has available gift certificates
called Downtown Dollars.

Downtown Dollars is designed
to support all small businesses
in downtown Valdosta. They are

available in $10 increments and
cannot expire.

The money spent that stays lo-
cal is one of the greatest gift you
can give to Downtown Valdosta.

Downtown may not be
as cheap as Remerton or as
crowded as the regular movie
theatre, but it does offer an indi-
vidual experience you can build
on your own.

Valdosta Mainstreet is on
all social media platforms and
provides their audience with
updates as they come.

Find a full list of all vendors,
restaurants and events at valdo-
stamainstreet.com and follow
them on Instagram @ down-
townvaldosta.
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CAMPUS SPOTLIGHT

Astronomy shoots for the stars

Bryce Ethridge
Starr WRITER
bjehtridge@valdosta.edu

College: the final frontier.
These are the voyages of the
starship Blazer. It's a four-year
mission for astronomy majors:
explore Odum library, seek out
new ways to stay up all night,
and boldly go where plenty of
students have gone before.

Astronomy isn’t just a field
in the Department of Physics,
Astronomy and Geosciences
students can major in.

Not only does the department
provide courses for students who
decide to major in these sciences,
it also holds events that allow stu-
dents and the community to learn
about the stars, like planetarium
shows.

Last Friday the department
held three showings in the
planetarium, giving families and
students a view of the penumbral
eclipse and black holes. Professor
of Physics and Astronomy, Dr.
Martha Leake, held the reins of
the show as she took the audience
on a journey through the stars.

In addition to the penumbral
eclipse, Mars and Venus were
also visible, as well as quite a few
constellations such as Cassiopeia,
Ursa Major and Ursa Minor. Dr.
Leake also gave the audience a
tip about the North Star.

“The easiest way to find the
North Star is to find the Big
Dipper (Ursa Major),” Dr. Leake
said. “If you look for the brightest
star, you might end up following
Rigel or Venus.”

As the presentation continued,
Dr. Leake told the audience what
the title of the show, "Whispers

from the Cosmos," came from.

“The chirp that black holes
make when merging is the whis-
per from the cosmos,” Dr. Leake
said.

Dr. Leake ended the show by
telling the audience her plan to
consume them with a black hole:
a simulated one which she then
showed on the projector.

The astronomy department
also has an astronomy club called
the Valdosta State Astronomical
Society, and the department gives
back to the community.

“We give planetarium shows
free of charge to school groups
and civic organizations during the
daytime,” Dr. Kenneth Rumstay,
professor of physics and as-
tronomy, said. “We also give free
tutoring services for students in
introductory courses (for as-
tronomy).”

As another service to the com-
munity, all science departments
including astronomy have “Sci-
ence Saturday,” where professors
from VSU set up experiments and
activities for children around the
community.

Part of what makes VSU’s
astronomy department so strong
is their part in the creation of
the Southeastern Association
for Research of Astronomy. The
organization currently has three
telescopes around the world. One
is in Arizona, one is in Chile and
one is on the island of La Palma.

“To be honest, the southern
skies in Georgia are not very
good for astronomy, but these
three telescopes are under su-
perior skies,” Dr. Rumstay said.
“We don’t have to go there to
use them; we operate them from
our offices or homes over the

Bryce

Ethridge/THE SPECTATOR

Dr.Leake began the show by telling the audiance about the planetarium itself, and projecting a real-time anima-
tion of the night sky onto the dome above the audiance’s heads.

internet.”

Dr. Rumstay said even though
the sky isn't clear in Valdosta,
VSU still has the ability to send
astronomy students around the
world to do research.

Planetarium shows premiere
once a month, and the next show,
"The Soot Between the Stars," is
set for March 10.

Shows are free to VSU stu-
dents, and go on sale at 6 p.m. on
Friday, though lines form much
earlier.

Tickets are distributed as place-
holders on a first come, first serve
basis.

Parties no bigger than seven
may reserve their tickets together
at one time.

Bryce Ethridge/THE SPECTATOR

Audiances members at “Whispers of the Cosmos” listened as Dr.Martha
Leake explained how black holes are formed and interact with each other.

Tiana Foster
Starr WRITER
tifoster@valdosta.edu

"Milk’s favorite cookie™ is the
main ingredient in a new malt
beverage.

The Veil Brewing Company,
located in Richmond, Virginia,
released its own flavor of Oreo fla-
vored brew, called Hornswoggler
Chocolate Milk Stout with Oreos.

According to the company’s Ins-
tagram page, it used seven percent
of robust chocolate milk stout and
conditioned it with hundreds of
pounds of Oreo cookies.

“If you like Oreo cookies, this is
a must try,” the company said on
Instagram.

Several reviews said the beer
has a strong caffeine smell and a
bitter coffee flavor.

On Jan. 24, Hornswoggler
released its Oreo brew in limited
quantities of 16-ounce cans. The
brewery only released 55 to 80
cases, which quickly sold out the
same day.

Although the Oreo brew sold
out, The Veil Brewing announced
it will have the beer on tap at its
brewery for a limited time.

Adding a little fun to the first

‘Cookies and
cream’ gets a
boozy new spin

release, the company decided to
reward five lucky customers with
a limited edition Hornswoggler
glass. The glass will not be avail-
able for purchase and can only
be won by finding a golden token
underneath a four pack of Horn-
swoggler’s brew.

The Veil Brewing recommends
consumers keep the cans refriger-
ated and drink the Oreo brew fresh
because there is a large amount of
fermentable sugars left in the beer.
Refrigerating it also prevents the
drink from exploding in warmer
conditions.

Baylee Wilcox, a senior public
relations major, agreed she would
like to try the Oreo brew.

“I’ve never heard about this
beer, but I would definitely try it
out,” Wilcox said.

Christina Clay, a junior public
relations major, said this was her
first time hearing about the Oreo
brew and thought it was an inter-
esting concept.

“I would try it because it sounds
so sweet,” Clay said. “I’ve never
tried anything that extreme.”

The Veil Brewing has not men-
tioned a future date to brew more
beer, and it only has the original
flavor Oreo as of now.

SCHOLARSHIPS

TO STUDY & INTERN ABROAD

The Gilman Program
diversifies the kinds of
students who study
and intern abroad and
the countries and
regions where they go
by awarding over
2,000 scholarships of
up to $5,000.

Srun>urrep BY:

APPLICATIONS

Contact VSU Study
Abroad

or
Financial Aid Office

View detailed
instructions
on the Gilman Website

DEADLINE TO

APPLY

For Summer, Fall &
Academic Year
Programs and

Internships

Tues., March 7t

VSU STUDY ABROAD

229-333-7410 » 204 Georgia Avenue
(Next to the Student Health Center)

valdosta.edu/academics/international-programs/dept/study-abroad/

a

in

n

« Arabic « Chinese languages
«Japanese - Bahasa Indonesia
- Korean « Indic languages

« Russian « Persian languages
« Swahili «Turkish languages

Students studying a
critical need language

Gilman Critical Need

studying a Critical Need
Language in a country

Critical Need Languages include

Critical Need
Language Award

are automatically
considered for the

Language Award
(CNLA) for a total
possible award of
$8,000. CNLAs are
warded to students

which that language

is predominately

spoken. A limited

umber are available
each year.

APPLY ONLINE AT WWW.IIE.ORG/GILMAN
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An inside look
at the Media
Arts Geniuses

@MAGVsSU/TWITTER

M.A.G. is short for Media Arts Geniuses. They often hold showcases for the

student body.

Briana Salem
Starr WRITER
basalem@valdosta.edu

Media Arts Geniuses, known
as M.A.G., is an organization on
VSU’s Campus for students to
showcase their talent.

Created in the fall of 2012 by
Juwan Andres and Edward Law-
son, M.A.G. currently has about
80 members. The organization
was made for those with perform-
ing arts backgrounds to come
together and showcase their talent
to the campus.

“They [Andres and Lawson]
started the organization, basically,
because they realized that there
were a lot of students on campus,
including themselves, who had
talent but didn’t have that organi-
zation outlet to showcase their tal-
ent on campus,” Lauren Thomas,
M.A.G. performer and a senior
communication major, said.

Roderick Stillwell, M.A.G.’s
president and a mass media
major, oversees all operations of
the organization and ensures the
mission of the organization is
fulfilled.

“My experience as president
has been what I think will be
the most memorable aspect of
my college career,” Stillwell
said. “I have both struggled and
triumphed in my position. My
love for the organization and the
people in it has grown tremen-
dously. The organization has be-
come something sacred to me and
something I feel I must protect.

Once a student joins M.A.G, he
or she has the opportunity to join
any of the four committees, which
include performance, media, pub-
lic relations and event coordinat-

ing. Within that committee, each
student has responsibilities that
contribute to the success of the
organization.

“The executive board leaves
committee joining open so you
can join multiple committees,”
Thomas said. “They just want to
make sure that when you join a
committee you can fully com-
mit to it and not be one of those
people who joins everything but
isn’t active.”

M.A.G. has a couple of upcom-
ing events planned for the spring
semester.

Evening of Geniuses, which
is a campus award show, and the
Fame Fashion show are a couple
of events the organization has in
store.

“We [M.A.G.] come together
and start brainstorming ideas for
events,” Thomas said. “There is
no set leader when coming up
with choreography or song ideas.
It is truly a collaborative effort.”

Open to any student on campus,
the next opening for new mem-
bers to join M.A.G will be in the
fall of 2017. To join, a student
needs to attend the interest meet-
ing, sign-up for an interview with
the executive board and audition
his or her talent.

“Individuals with passion
should join M.A.G.,” Stillwell
said. “Those who have talent at a
great level or the work ethic to be
a vital part of any of the com-
mittees found in M.A.G. should
join. As to why they should join,
because this is an organization
that changes people. Through my
years of being in M.A.G., I have
not only just watched myself grow
in my own craft but many other
people.”

Mass media students
dive into film and video

In 2005 the mass media department started the Film and Video Society

Edward Rella

Starr WRITER
etrella@valdosta.edu

The Film and Video Society at
VSU is an organization modeled
around the expansion of knowl-
edge for film enthusiasts and
filmmakers alike.

While the organization is
based around mass media majors,
Nathan Ragland, president of
The Film and Video Society, said
the organization welcomes other
students.

“[We] try to include every and
anyone who likes film,” Ragland
said.

The Film and Video Society
focuses on enthusiasts of film,
aiming to bring together the ones
who make the films and who
admire them.

Though the organization does
not make its own films, Ragland
said the organization helps with
school projects or film festivals.

“We try and connect the film-
makers with anyone looking to
get involved in the process,”
Ragland said.

The Film and Video Society is
involved with local and regional
festivals, which are open to
anyone willing to attend. At the
end of each semester at VSU, the
organization hosts a film show-
case for all students and occa-
sionally for regional high schools.

Ragland helped create one of the
most popular film festivals: the
48 Hour Film Festival, in which
filmmakers are tasked with creat-
ing an entire film from scratch, in
just 48 hours, then displaying it
with the organization.

This organization was created
by John Bring, the first president,
in 2005. With a focus on creating
and maintaining great connec-
tions in the film world, Bring
was able to leave a legacy behind
for VSU when he became an as-

VSU'’s favorite Super Bowl

Shanice Barnes
Starr WRITER
shabarnes@valdosta.edu

Football is one of America’s
favorite pastimes, and the Super
Bowl is one of the biggest
events of the year. You get to

watch the two top teams of the
season face off to prove who’s
the best. However, there’s more
to see each year at the Super
Bowl besides the game, such
as the half time show and those
hilarious Super Bowl commer-
cials. The Super Bowl commer-
cials are perhaps the most

kids.”

major

sistant writer for “Supernatural,”
a popular American horror and
fantasy television show. Ragland
said he hopes to continue this
legacy by emphasizing the impor-
tance of connections, especially
in the film industry.

The Film and Video Soci-
ety meets every firstand third
Wednesday of the month, with
a basis on appreciating a certain
film at every meeting. On certain
meeting days, Ragland hosts
another one of his creations: Reel
Wars. For Reel Wars, two teams
debate on popular film topics,
such as horror movies, superhero
movies, comedy movies and so
on, with a live crowd.

“[The meetings are there to]
talk movies, appreciate them,
build connections and just have a
good time with fellow film enthu-
siasts,” Ragland said.

commercials

thought-out advertisements,
because many Americans watch
the Super Bowl; It’s advertisers
time to shine and promote their
products to the country. Some
VSU students described what
their favorite Super Bowl com-
mercial was.

“I really loved the Buick commercial
with Cam Newton playing football with

-Zuriel Heron, Junior, Criminal Justice

“My favorite commercial was the car
commercial with Melissa McCarthy.”

-Spencer Shivers, Freshman, Business major

Justin Bieber.”’

minstration major

“l liked the T-Mobile commercial with

-Katelyn Foreman, Sophomore, Healthcare ad-
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